Stele 2 Reinstallation Project (also known as the Aksum Obelisk)
Fact Sheet

	Title of the UNESCO project
“Aksum World Heritage site improvement project” implemented in two phases:

· Phase 1: Preparatory studies for re-erection of the Obelisk and capacity building for archaeological conservation

· Phase 2: Re-erection of the Obelisk and consolidation of the standing Stele 3 (the only carved stele still standing on the site). 
Funding
Italian Cooperation, Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Total budget for activities implemented by UNESCO: 5 million USD 
	Objectives of the UNESCO Project
· Reinstall and restore the Aksum Obelisk in its original location
· Minimize risk during the reinstallation and afterwards
· Contribute to the conservation, enhancement and management of the World Heritage site of Aksum
· Strengthen local capacities and sustainability in the management and preservation of the Aksum World Heritage site through training
· Contribute to sustainable tourism by training guides

	The Aksum Stele 2 (commonly called the Aksum Obelisk)
Date of “construction” : 3rd to 4th  century AD

Stele 2 was broken into five pieces near its original location probably in the 7th century BC, and was returned from Rome in April 2005 in three blocks
Location: Aksum Archaeological site in the town of Aksum, in  Northern Ethiopia, close to the border with Eritrea
Dimensions

Stele: 21 metres high; horizontal section at base 2.3 m. x 1.3 m.; horizontal section at top: 1.56 m. x 1.08 m.

Foundation of stele: 2.4 metres

Total height of stele including foundation: 23.4 metres

Weight

Total weight: 152 tons (foundation block: 57.48 tons, intermediate block: 56.64 tons, upper block: 37.61 tons

	Dates and future events

· April 2005: Arrival of Stele 2 to Aksum (Ethiopia)

· July 2007: Beginning of the reinstallation works

· 24 to 30 May 2008: Mounting of the mobile crane over the steel tower built for reinstalling the stele blocks 

· 10 June 2008: First block of Stele 2 mounted

· 25 July 2008: Second of Stele 2 mounted

· 31 July 2008: Third block of Stele 2 mounted 

· 26 September 2008 – mid October 2008 Dismantling of steel tower and installation of scaffoldings for the restoration works

· October and December 2008: Restoration
· 4 September 2008: Inauguration ceremony and photo exhibition
· 31 December 2008: Final delivery of the works (unveiling of Aksum Stele free of scaffoldings)

· 13 April to 29 May 2009: Exhibition at UNESCO Headquarters
· 25 November – 4 December 2009: Exhibition at FAO Headquarters

· January 2010: Publication of a book on the project.

	Pictures of the Aksum Obelisk Works and Inauguration are available on the following link:
http://whc.unesco.org/en/events/618/

	

	Project Designers

Studio Croci & Associati

G.Croci – A.Bozzetti – F. Croci – A. Herzalla. C. Russo
Via della Fonte di Fauno 2A, 00153 Rome –ITALY

E-mail: mai@studiocroci.it
Tel:  +39  (0)6 57 44 832
Fax: + 39 (0)6 578 12 68

With the contribution
MH Engineering Consulting Engineers P.L.C. 
Mr.  Messele Haile, Managing Director

P.O. Box 1553, Addis Ababa – ETHIOPIA

Tel +251-11-663 30 81

Fax 251-11-662 77 68

E-mail: messele.haile@telecom.net.et
Technical Supervision and Structural Monitoring

SPC S.r.l. and Studio Croci & Associati

and

MH Engineering Consulting Engineers P.L.C. 

Construction Company

Lattanzi S.r.l.

Mr. Simone Lattanzi, Managing Director

Via Vasanello n° 29,  00189 Rome, Italy

Tel. 06-3031771 – Fax 06-30207200 

E-mail: info@lattanzisrl.it  Website: www.lattanzisrl.it
	Implementing Agencies

Ethiopian Ministry of Culture and Tourism

Authority for Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritage (ARCCH)

and
UNESCO Culture Sector, World Heritage Centre
7, place de Fontenoy, 75352 Paris 07 SP France
Contacts
Press
Print media                 Mr. Roni Amelan           r.amelan@unesco.org
Broadcast media         Ms.  Carole Darmouni c.darmouni@unesco.org
Mr. Jara Haile Mariam, Director General
Ministry of Culture and Tourism

Authority for Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritage

Address: PO box 13247, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Tel: +251 (0)11 5157630
Fax.: +251 (0)11 5157630
E-mail: crcch@ethionet.et
UNESCO Culture Sector

World Heritage Centre

Fax: + 33 (0)1 45 68 55 70
E-mail: wh-aksum@unesco.org
Mr. Francesco Bandarin, Director, World Heritage Centre
Ms. Nada Al Hassan, Programme Specialist, World Heritage Centre

	Ethiopia ratified the World Heritage Convention on 6 July 1977
There are 8 Ethiopian sites inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List

· Rock-hewn Churches, Lalibela  – 1978
In a mountainous region in the heart of Ethiopia, the eleven medieval monolithic cave churches of this 13th-century "New Jerusalem" were carved out of rock near a traditional village with circular-shaped dwellings. 

· Fasil Ghebbi, Gondar Region  – 1979 
Residence of Ethiopian emperor Fasilides and his successors during the 16th and 17th centuries, the fortress-city of Fasil Ghebbi, surrounded by a 900 metre wall, contains palaces, churches, monasteries and unique public and private buildings marked by Hindu and Arabic influences, and transformed by the baroque style brought to Gondar by the Jesuit missionaries.

· Lower Valley of the Awash  – 1980 

A reference point in the study of the origins of mankind, the Awash Valley contains one of the most important groupings of palaeontological sites on the African continent. 

· Tiya  – 1980 
Of the roughly 160 archaeological sites discovered so far in the Soddo region, south of Addis Ababa, Tiya is one of the most important. The site contains 36 monuments, including 32 carved stelae covered with symbols, for the most part difficult to decipher, which are the remains of an ancient Ethiopian culture, whose exact age has not yet been determined. 

· Aksum  – 1980 

The Kingdom of Aksum held political power at the heart of ancient Ethiopia until the 7th century. The massive ruins of the kingdom's capital are dominated by obelisks and monolithic stelae ; erected during the third and fourth centuries A.D. as funerary markers.

· Lower Valley of the Omo  – 1980 

A prehistoric site near Lake Turkana in the lower valley of the Omo where the discovery of many fossils, especially Homo gracilis, has been important in the study of human evolution.

· Harar Jugol, the Fortified Historic Town  – 2006 
The fortified historic town of Harar is located in the eastern part of the country on a plateau with deep gorges surrounded by deserts and savannah. The walls surrounding this sacred Muslim city were built between the 13th and 16th centuries. Harar Jugol, said to be the fourth holiest city of Islam, numbers 82 mosques, three of which date from the 10th century, 102 shrines, and several typologies of traditional houses, different from the domestic layout usually known in Muslim countries, and also unique in Ethiopia. 

· Simien National Park  - 1978 
Massive erosion over the years on the Ethiopian plateau has created one of the most spectacular landscapes in the world, with jagged mountain peaks, deep valleys and sharp precipices as deep as 1,500 m. The park is the refuge of extremely rare animals such as the Gelada baboon, the Simen fox, and the Walia ibex, a goat found nowhere else in the world. 

The Simien National Park is inscribed on the List of World Heritage in Danger
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