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On 11 January 2005 at the Mauritius International Meeting the UNESCO-facilitated plenary panel on ‘The Role of Culture in the Sustainable Development of SIDS’ took place, which was established with input from various Culture Sector Divisions and Field Offices (Maputo, Kingston, Havana, Apia), in consultation with CARICOM and UN-NY, and coordinated by WHC/CLT and CSI/SC. It aimed to address integration of cultural aspects into broader development issues by offering a holistic approach encompassing priority concerns of SIDS (cultural heritage; international protection of intellectual property rights; the potential of new information and communication technologies; cultural goods and services in international trade negotiations).

Based on four main criteria (professional capacity to address key issues as identified by SIDS; regional representation; gender; age), a panel was established consisting of a moderator and five panellists, who were invited to provide incisive viewpoints from their specific fields and propose concrete actions for follow-up. Moderator Dame Pearlette Louisy, Governor-General of St. Lucia and  education specialist, gave an introductory presentation, followed by contributions from:

· Philippe la Hausse de Lalouvière, President of the Société de l’Histoire de l’Ile Maurice and chairperson of the National Heritage Fund Board;

· Adi Meretui Ratunabuabua, Principal Cultural Development Officer with the Fiji Government Ministry of Fijian Affairs, Culture, Heritage and Regional Development;

· Ralph Regenvanu, anthropologist and Director of the Vanuatu Cultural Centre;

· Keith Nurse, Senior Lecturer and Coordinator of the post-graduate diploma in Arts and Cultural Enterprise Management, University of the West Indies, Trinidad and Tobago;
· Sydney Bartley, Director of Culture at the Ministry of Education, Youth and Culture in Jamaica.
As an ensemble, the panellists provided an overview of the importance of culture for the sustainable development of SIDS, emphasizing the issues of cultural identity and diversity, the protection of the tangible and intangible heritage, the incorporation of local languages and traditional knowledge in formal education, as well as the economic opportunities provided by culture, in particular through cultural industries. In the ensuing debate, several speakers took the floor expressing strong and enthusiastic support for the recognition of culture as an important component of human living, while mention was made of ‘Culture’ as the fourth pillar of sustainable development. (Full details at http://portal.unesco.org/islandsBplus10 )

The principal negotiated outputs of the Mauritius International Meeting – a strategy document and a political declaration – call for action in many fields related to UNESCO’s concerns, programmes and priorities. In terms of follow-up, the Director General has proposed  a mainstreaming approach  to address the needs of SIDS in all the Organization’s activities, besides the intersectoral platform approach to address those needs in a holistic and integrated manner. Activities in various Culture Divisions and Field Offices are currently underway.
