Aksum Obelisk Reinstallation Project
Fact Sheet
	Title of the UNESCO project

“Aksum World Heritage site improvement project” implemented in two phases:

· Phase 1: Preparatory studies for re-erection of the Obelisk and capacity building for archaeological conservation

· Phase 2: Re-erection of the Obelisk

Funding
Italian Cooperation, Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Total budget for activities implemented by UNESCO: 4.78 million USD

The Italian Institute of Restoration will take part in the restoration works and conduct training for Ethiopian restorers (40 000 USD)


	Objectives of the UNESCO Project
· Reinstall the Aksum Obelisk in its original location and  restore it following its return from Rome in April 2005

· Minimize risk during the reinstallation and afterwards

· Contribute to the conservation, enhancement and management of the World Heritage site of Aksum

· Strengthen local capacities and sustainability in the management and preservation of the Aksum World Heritage site

· Contribute to sustainable tourism by training guides



	The Aksum Stele 2 (commonly called the Aksum Obelisk)
Date of “construction” : 3rd to 4th  century AD

Stele 2 was broken in five pieces near its original location probably in the 7th century BC, and was returned from Rome in April 2005 in three blocks
Location: Aksum Archaeological site in the town of Aksum, in  Northern Ethiopia, close to the border with Eritrea

Dimensions

Stele: 21 metres high; horizontal section at base 2.3 m. x 1.3 m.; horizontal section at top: 1.56 m. x 1.08 m.

Foundation of stele: 2.4 metres

Total height of stele including foundation: 23.4 metres

Weight

Total weight: 152 tons (foundation block: 57.48 tons, intermediate block: 56.64 tons, upper block: 37.61 tons


	Dates and future events

· April 2005: Arrival of Stele 2 to Aksum (Ethiopia)

· July 2007: Beginning of the reinstallation works

· 24 to 30 May 2008: Mounting of the mobile crane over the steel tower built for reinstalling the stele blocks 

· 4 to 14 June 2008: Mounting of the first block

· 16 to 30 July 2008: Mounting of the second and third blocks

· 31 July – 26 August 2008: Dismantling of steel tower and installation of scaffoldings for the restoration works

· 26 August to mid October 2008: Restoration 

· 4 September 2008: Inauguration ceremony

· 31 December 2008: Final delivery of the works (unveiling of Aksum Stele free of scaffoldings)

· 13 April to 21 May 2009: Exhibition at UNESCO Headquarters and publication of full study of the project.



	Project Designers

Studio Croci & Associati

G.Croci – A.Bozzetti – F. Croci – A. Herzalla. C. Russo
Via della Fonte di Fauno 2A, 00153 Rome –ITALY

E-mail: mai@studiocroci.it
Tel:  +39  (0)6 57 44 832
Fax: + 39 (0)6 578 12 68
MH Engineering Consulting Engineers P.L.C. 
Mr.  Messele Haile, Managing Director

P.O. Box 1553, Addis Ababa – ETHIOPIA

Tel +251-11-663 30 81

Fax 251-11-662 77 68

E-mail: messele.haile@telecom.net.et
Technical Supervision and Structural Monitoring

SPC S.r.l. and Studio Croci & Associati

and

MH Engineering Consulting Engineers P.L.C. 
Construction Company

Lattanzi S.r.l.

Mr. Simone Lattanzi, Managing Director

Via Vasanello n° 29,  00189 Rome, Italy

Tel. 06-3031771 – Fax 06-30207200 

E-mail: info@lattanzisrl.it  

Website: www.lattanzisrl.it
	Implementing Agencies

Ethiopian Ministry of Culture and Tourism

Authority for Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritage (ARCCH)

and
UNESCO Culture Sector, World Heritage Centre
7, place de Fontenoy, 75352 Paris 07 SP France

Contacts

Press
Print media                    Mr. Roni Amelan           r.amelan@unesco.org
Broadcast media            Ms.  Carole Darmouni  c.darmouni@unesco.org
Mr. Jara Haile Mariam, Director General
Ministry of Culture and Tourism
Authority for Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritage

Address: PO box 13247, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Tel: +251 (0)11 5157630
Fax.: +251 (0)11 5157630
E-mail: crcch@ethionet.et
UNESCO Culture Sector

World Heritage Centre

Fax: + 33 (0)1 45 68 55 70
E-mail: wh-aksum@unesco.org
Mr. Francesco Bandarin, Director, World Heritage Centre

Ms. Nada Al Hassan, Programme Specialist, World Heritage Centre

	Ethiopia ratified the World Heritage Convention on 6 July 1977
There are 8 Ethiopian sites inscribed on the World Heritage List

· Rock-hewn Churches, Lalibela – 1978
In a mountainous region in the heart of Ethiopia, the eleven medieval monolithic cave churches of this 13th-century "New Jerusalem" were carved out of rock near a traditional village with circular-shaped dwellings. 

· Fasil Ghebbi, Gondar Region – 1979 
Residence of Ethiopian emperor Fasilides and his successors during the 16th and 17th centuries, the fortress-city of Fasil Ghebbi, surrounded by a 900 metre wall, contains palaces, churches, monasteries and unique public and private buildings marked by Hindu and Arabic influences, and transformed by the baroque style brought to Gondar by the Jesuit missionaries.

· Lower Valley of the Awash – 1980 

A reference point in the study of the origins of mankind, the Awash Valley contains one of the most important groupings of palaeontological sites on the African continent. 

· Tiya – 1980 
Of the roughly 160 archaeological sites discovered so far in the Soddo region, south of Addis Ababa, Tiya is one of the most important. The site contains 36 monuments, including 32 carved stelae covered with symbols, for the most part difficult to decipher, which are the remains of an ancient Ethiopian culture, whose age has not yet been precisely determined. 

· Aksum – 1980 

The Kingdom of Aksum held political power at the heart of ancient Ethiopia until the 7th century. The massive ruins of the kingdom's capital are dominated by obelisks and monolithic stelae ; these were erected during the third and fourth centuries A.D. as funerary markers for deceased members of its elite.

· Lower Valley of the Omo – 1980 

A prehistoric site near Lake Turkana, the lower valley of the Omo is renowned the world over. The discovery of many fossils there, especially Homo gracilis, has been important in the study of human evolution.

· Harar Jugol, the Fortified Historic Town – 2006 
The fortified historic town of Harar is located in the eastern part of the country on a plateau with deep gorges surrounded by deserts and savannah. The walls surrounding this sacred Muslim city were built between the 13th and 16th centuries. Harar Jugol, said to be the fourth holiest city of Islam, numbers 82 mosques, three of which date from the 10th century, 102 shrines, and several typologies of traditional houses, different from the domestic layout usually known in Muslim countries, and also unique in Ethiopia. 

· Simien National Park - 1978 (N iii, iv) 

Massive erosion over the years on the Ethiopian plateau has created one of the most spectacular landscapes in the world, with jagged mountain peaks, deep valleys and sharp precipices as deep as 1,500 m. The park is the refuge of extremely rare animals such as the Gelada baboon, the Simen fox and the Walia ibex, a goat found nowhere else in the world. 

The Simien National Park is inscribed on the List of World Heritage in Danger



UNESCO Project: “The Reinstallation of the Aksum Obelisk”

The scale of the operation to reinstall the Aksum Stele 2 in its original location is one of ambitious dimensions. Commonly known as the Aksum Obelisk, Stele 2 weighs 152 tons and is 23.4 metres high including the foundation. Three massive blocks of carved granite, each weighing from 37.6 to 57.5 tons, were flown on an Antonov aircraft from Rome to Ethiopia in April 2005. Once the aircraft landed in Aksum, the granite blocks were transported by truck - amid joyful citizens - to the Aksum Stelae field, where they were deposited close to their original location in the Aksum World Heritage site.
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Survey of the Aksum Obelisk/ Stele 2 in Rome

The preliminary studies

In October 2005, the Italian and Ethiopian governments sought the involvement of UNESCO to lead the difficult task of reinstalling the stele in situ. In 2006, UNESCO contracted La Sapienza University to undertake non-destructive archaeological investigations in the Aksum Stelae field (remote sensing through electric tomography and geo-radar techniques) over all the areas concerned by the reinstallation works, and carried out an Impact Assessment Study for the planned works. 

The Engineering Project

In January 2006, UNESCO employed the Engineering firm Croci Associati to carry out a detailed engineering project for the reinstallation of Stele 2. Ethiopian experts including archaeologist Tecle Hagos and engineer Messele Haile Mariam (MH Engineering) took part in the feasibility study and provided great input to the project design.

The engineering project took into consideration the results of the remote sensing investigations and the risk assessment study. The engineers designed a temporary embankment, or platform, with rails on which to slide the granite blocks, and a foundation with a cantilever to support a provisional 30-metre steel tower to lift and position them, in a way that would not exert any weight on the archaeological remains. On top of the steel structure, a traveling crane was mounted to maneuver the stele blocks horizontally and lift them.
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The Foundation (plan and profiles)
 A plan of the foundation (upper left) and the

 embankment (right)
The design of the reinstallation project takes into account the fact that the Aksum Stele 2 is no longer monolithic and the three blocks have to be placed separately one over the other. Traditional techniques used for the erection of obelisks were no longer appropriate.

The protection of Stele 3
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Profile of the Stele 3 Temporary Consolidation Structure

Having noted that Stele 3 - the only remaining decorated stele still standing in situ and approximately 1 metre shorter than Stele 2 - leans dangerously from its original position due to an inadequate foundation and the effects of several earthquakes, the engineers decided to protect it from any potential negative effects of the reinstallation work by designing a provisional system to prevent it from leaning further. This system consists of two inclined rafters fixed at the base of the stele which support two cables anchored on the ground and on the stele. The tension on the cable can be regulated and a monitoring system allows any movement in the standing stele to be controlled.

The reinstallation works

In June 2007, UNESCO signed a contract with the Construction Company Lattanzi S.r.l. to begin the work for the reinstallation of the Aksum Obelisk/ Stele 2.

The first segment of the work started in July 2007 and focused on the organization of the site. The three blocks were moved to a new location to allow the replacement of the provisional metallic reinforcements used during the transportation. New reinforcements were installed to lift the blocks to their final position. During this segment, four longitudinal holes were drilled in each block in order to insert longitudinal synthetic fiber bars (in Kevlar) that guarantee the future structural continuity between the blocks and, therefore, the improved the seismic resistance of the reinstalled stele.

During this segment, the provisional consolidation system was installed on Stele 3.

The second segment of the work concerns the lifting and positioning of the stele blocks; it will start in the first week of June 2008 according to the following sequence of operations:

The first block with its base is placed on a hemispheric hinge already installed in the recently built foundation. By means of adequate topographic measuring, the vertical and transversal position of the block is defined and a system of jacks is installed to allow for the required corrections. At this point, the first block is fixed in the reinforced concrete foundation. It takes 15 days for the concrete to dry.

Around 16 July 2008, the second block will be lifted and, through a series of movements, will be placed vertically on the first one. While the second block approaches the first one, the Kevlar fiber bars will be inserted in the holes drilled in the first block. When the surfaces of the two blocks will be aligned, the holes will be injected, and the surfaces sealed, with a special resin-based mortar. At this point, verification of final positioning and possible corrections will be carried out.

The same procedure will be followed for the third block.

The lifting and positioning of the Stele 2 blocks are expected to be completed around 30 July 2008.
The third segment, expected to be completed by the end of 2008, concerns the removal of the traveling crane, the supporting steel structure and the provisional protection of the blocks’ surfaces in order to prepare for the final restoration of the stele.
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Lifting-up and positioning the Stele 2 blocks
The total budget for the project implemented by UNESCO (studies and works) is US$ 4.78 million, and is entirely funded by the Italian government, which also financed the dismantling of Stele 2 in Rome and its transportation to Aksum. The goal throughout the operation was to protect this exceptional monument and minimize risk at all levels.

The project is on schedule, and a ceremony is expected to take place in Aksum in the presence of the Director-General of UNESCO and high level guests on 10 September 2008 to celebrate the re-erection of the Aksum Obelisk and mark the end of the Ethiopian year 2000 celebrations.

Communication activities

An information campaign entitled “Home Coming and Re-erection of the Aksum Obelisk, Celebrating Ethiopia’s Cultural Heritage and Cultural Diversity” was held in Ethiopia from December 2005 to July 2006 and included the display of giant banners in the airports of Addis Ababa and Aksum, and regular communication with the press and other activities with the media in the town of Aksum.
UNESCO is currently working on several communication activities which include a traveling exhibition that will start at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris, 13 April to 21 May 2009, before going to Rome, Addis Ababa and Aksum.

There is also a feasibility study for a giant banner representing the Aksum Obelisk to be displayed on the façade of UNESCO Headquarters, photographic and video coverage of the works, and a final scientific publication. 

Capacity-building activities

Ethiopian restorers will be trained on the job during the restoration of the stele surfaces.

Following UNESCO experts’ assessment of the capacity building needs in Aksum, UNESCO’s World Heritage Centre will hold a national workshop on the management of the Aksum World Heritage site aiming at setting guidelines for the site’s management plan. The workshop will take place from 31 May to 5 June 2008 and will involve site managers of all the Ethiopian cultural sites inscribed on the World Heritage List.

To improve the visiting conditions and contribute to the development of sustainable tourism, UNESCO will also organize training for tourist guides.

Aksum Obelisk Reinstallation Project
Aksum and Stele 2

The Aksum Stele 2 - commonly called the Aksum Obelisk 
The Aksum Stele 2 is emblematic of the ancient capital city of Aksum, which flourished during the 1st millennium A.D., a crucial period in the history of the Horn of Africa when the foundations of modern Ethiopia were laid. The ruins of Aksum are found close to Ethiopia’s northern border and include monolithic obelisks, giant stelae, royal tombs and the remains of ancient castles. The second largest stele in the archaeological site, it was built on a massive scale, commensurate with the scale of Aksum itself. The Aksum Stele 2 stands 23.4 metres high and weighs 152 tons.
Found broken into five parts the Aksum Stele 2 was brought to Rome in 1937 under the orders of Mussolini. Regarded as one of the finest examples of architecture from the height of Aksumite culture, the stele had probably been vandalized during or right after the decline of the Aksumite Kingdom. It remained in Rome until April 2005 when it was returned to Ethiopia.

Overviews of Aksum

From approximately 50 B.C. to 700 A.D. the Kingdom of Aksum developed as a regional and inter-regional power; and from the 1st century B.C. to the 1st  century A.D., the region of Aksum progressively became part of the Roman trade route along the Red Sea and the northern Indian Ocean, as far east as India. Aksum became a gateway for trade from the African hinterland to the Red Sea coast. In the 1st century A.D., the Aksumites extended their political and economic control towards the Red Sea, the Eastern Desert in Sudan, and possibly the upper Nile Valley. In the 2nd century a strongly centralized polity with a definite social hierarchy was established at Aksum, and in the following century Aksum became the capital of a large territorial state with an active foreign policy. At this time, it dominated a territory stretching as far as the Red Sea coast, the western Sudanese lowlands, and the regions to the west of the Tekeze River. It also controlled southwestern Arabia. The introduction of Christianity in the early to mid-4th century brought crucial changes to the cultural and political life of Aksum. But the kingdom continued to prosper through the 6th-7th centuries when Christianity was consolidated as the state religion.
In the late 7th century, the Christian kingdom was progressively isolated from the Red Sea trade by the spread of Islam through northeast Africa. Arab sources record that in the late 9th century the kingdom occupied a large territory, but the capital was no longer located at Aksum. According to the Ethiopian traditions, Aksum was eventually destroyed in the 10th century by southern invaders led by a pagan queen, Gudit. 
Extensive foreign trade was crucial to the economy of Aksum which is corroborated from the evidence of exports from Aksum throughout the Kingdom’s history. In the late 3rd to 4th centuries A.D., Aksum’s trade links reached Roman Syria, but Egypt maintained a dominant role in the Red Sea trade. Some evidence suggests that for a period Aksum controlled the trade along the Red Sea and the northern Indian Ocean.
At its height in the 3rd and 4th centuries A.D., Aksum was well known to the Greeks and Romans, to the Byzantines, the Arabs and the Persians. Echoes of its fame reached as far as China. Medieval Europe, however, forgot Aksum and systematic historical and archaeological research did not take place until the 20th century.
Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia had a strong interest in developing archaeological research in his country and laid the foundation of an archaeological department. In this context, important excavations of Ethiopian archaeological sites took place in the 1950’s and 60’s, including extensive excavations in Aksum, notably aiming to determine the age of the monumental stelae and explore the underground tombs.
The Inscription of Aksum on the World Heritage List

Aksum’s archaeological site was inscribed on UNESCO’s World Heritage List in 1980.

The ruins of the site are highly distinctive and spread over a very wide area, including stelae of imposing height, an enormous table of stone, vestiges of columns, and royal tombs inscribed with Aksumite legends and traditions. The giant stelae include the largest monolith ever carved by human hands. The stelae are unique creations. As masterpieces of human creative genius, they qualify Aksum for inclusion on the World Heritage List. As an urban ensemble, the site was inscribed as featuring testimonies to cultural, architectural and technological developments which illustrate a significant stage in human history. Elements of the site are consequently of outstanding universal value from the historical, artistic and scientific points of view.

The western part of the town contains the sub-foundations of three large buildings known as Enda-Semon, Enda-Mikael and Taakha-Maryam. These are the ruins of ancient castles dating from the 1st millennium A.D., the largest of which was 120 metres long and 85 metres wide. Other castle ruins exist to the west, outside the limits of the town itself, and also beneath the present-day Maryam-Zion. 
The site contains a great quantity of historic relics in the form of ruined buildings, sculptures, pottery, coins or inscriptions, the study of which is indispensable to understanding Ethiopian antiquity.

At the joint request of Italy and Ethiopia, UNESCO took responsibility for the re-installation of the stele in Aksum, in close cooperation with the Ethiopian Authority for Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritage, thanks to the financial contribution of the Italian Government. The project - following the transportation of the massive fragments of the stele to Aksum - involves re-installing the stele in its original location so that it may regain its lost integrity. UNESCO further aims to contribute to the preservation and enhancement of Aksum.
Evolution of the stelae

The stelae of Aksum are among ancient Africa’s greatest architectural triumphs. The funerary monuments at Aksum include man-made stone platforms, stelae, pit graves, shaft tombs, staircase tombs, and constructed tombs. The stelae are the most distinctive monuments in the area and were most likely erected to commemorate lineages rather than individuals. They vary from simple unshaped monoliths in a natural shape to dressed, symmetrical and sculpted monoliths. Their height ranges from about two metres to over 30.
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Typology and chronological evolution of the Aksum Stelae

Figure by Rodolfo Fattovich, archaeologist, May 2008
In early Proto-Aksumite time small platforms, about 1-1.1 m high, were constructed to cover simple pit-graves, about 2 m deep, and were associated with rough stelae, about 2-3m high. In Early Aksumite time shaft tombs with stone platforms at least 1.5 - 2 m thick and stelae up to 9-10 m high replaced the earlier pit-graves. The monoliths were carefully carved with a rounded top. In Classic Aksumite time a royal cemetery with elaborated, rock-cut multi-chamber shaft tombs associated with massive stone platforms and well carved stelae was located along the Mai Hejja (Stele Park).

But in the earliest periods, late pre- and proto-Aksumite and early Aksumite times rough monoliths were most likely erected to claim a control of the territory. By the early to mid-4th century, royal inscriptions were erected along the roads at the entry of Aksum. They may have been landmarks showing the limits of the capital city under the direct dominion of the king.

Gradually, the stelae developed, and those erected to mark the tombs of kings and their elites gained both in size and aesthetic refinement, as can be seen from the stelae of the late 4th to early 6th centuries A.D. when the Kingdom of Aksum reached the peak of its power and wealth. Stele 2 testifies to this glorious past and, once standing in its original location, will help the world remember and celebrate a rich history about which much remains to be discovered.
UNESCO’s work to Protect Cultural and Natural Heritage Worldwide: a Grand Tradition

UNESCO’s work in the protection of the cultural and natural heritage of humanity is universally recognized as unique and essential. There is no other comparable instrument for worldwide cooperation among governments and cultural communities. Since the first successful campaign in 1959 to save Abu Simbel in Upper Egypt from flooding, UNESCO has spearheaded over two dozen massive campaigns to safeguard sites and monuments which belong to the world’s shared heritage.

The scale and technical complexity of the Aksum project set a new standard for UNESCO and demonstrate its ability to undertake ambitious restoration work, while fostering capacity-building and local development. 

Some highlights of UNESCO’s actions to protect cultural and natural heritage

1. Abu Simbel (Egypt), 1959
The first event which mobilized international attention was the decision to build the Aswan High Dam in Egypt, which flooded the valley containing the Abu Simbel temples, a treasure of ancient Egyptian civilization. In 1959, after an appeal from the governments of Egypt and Sudan, UNESCO launched an international safeguarding campaign. Archaeological research in the areas to be flooded was accelerated. Above all, the Abu Simbel and Philae temples were cut, and reassembled on dry land.

2. Venice (Italy), 1966
Venice’s image as a timeless repository of beauty and cultural heritage was dealt a severe blow on 4 November 1966, when torrential rain devastated the north of Italy and flooded both Venice and Florence on a scale never seen before. The heavy human toll and physical destruction were compounded by damage to thousands of works of art. UNESCO launched an appeal for international solidarity, a movement which is still ongoing as the survival of Venice continues to depend on vigilance and international cooperation.

3. Borobodur (Indonesia), 1972
Borobodur, in central Java, Indonesia, is the site of one of the world’s finest Buddhist monuments. Dating from around the 9th century AD, this magnificent temple consists of a huge, truncated pyramid covered with intricately carved blocks of stone that illustrate the life of the Buddha and his teachings. In 1972, the International Safeguarding Campaign of Borobodur was launched by UNESCO with financial support from Member States, including Japan, the Federal Republic of Germany, Australia, Belgium and Great Britain. The project lasted until 1985, involved 600 people and cost a total of nearly US$700 million. The foundation of the monument was stabilized and all 1,460 panels were cleaned. In 1991, Borobodur was inscribed on the World Heritage List and UNESCO began the second phase of restoration in 2003, focusing this time on local communities, enterprise and income-generating activities. Borobodur is Indonesia’s single most visited tourist attraction today.

4. Angkor (Cambodia), 1993
Angkor is one of the most important and iconic archaeological sites in South-East Asia stretching over some 400 km2, much of it covered by trees. Angkor Archaeological Park contains the magnificent remains of the different capitals of the Khmer Empire from the 9th to the 15th century. They include over 40 temples, among them the famous Angkor Wat and Bayon temples with their rich sculptures and reliefs, as well as the remains of highly sophisticated engineering and hydraulic structures. In 1993, as soon as the conflicts that affected the region ended, UNESCO inscribed the property on its World Heritage List and set up a comprehensive programme, overseen by an International Coordinating Committee, to safeguard this unique site and its surroundings. This provided the framework for international cooperation and resulted in the implementation of projects worth over U.S.$ 50 million over the past 12 years. The success of this campaign was recognized in 2004 when it finally became possible to remove Angkor from the List of World Heritage in Danger. Today, UNESCO is still involved in the conservation of Angkor, including the development of an integrated Management Plan for the property reflecting the findings of recent research and mindful of the wider landscape of the region and its living heritage.

5. The Old Bridge of Mostar (Bosnia and Herzegovina), 1995
In December 1995, UNESCO and the government of Bosnia and Herzegovina signed an agreement laying the ground for cultural heritage reconstruction and restoration projects, notably for the historical centres of Sarajevo and Mostar. UNESCO established an international scientific committee and led a successful international restoration campaign which was crowned in 2005 with the inscription on the World Heritage List of the Old Bridge Area of the Old City of Mostar. The inscription took place some 15 years after fighting destroyed most of the historic town and the Old Bridge, designed by the renowned Ottoman architect Sinan.
6. Democratic Republic of the Congo, 2000
In view of the serious damage caused to the Democratic Republic of the Congo’s five World Heritage sites by years of strife, UNESCO and the United Nations Foundation set up a pilot project of conservation of natural heritage in times of war in 2000. The five sites: the National Parks of Garamba, Kahuzi-Biega, Salonga, Virunga and the Okapi Wildlife Reserve are all included on the List of World Heritage in Danger.

Over four years, UNESCO, the Institut Congolais pour la conservation de la nature (ICCN) and other partners implemented a project to fight the destruction of biodiversity and protected areas at a time when most other donors were pulling out of the DRC because of fighting in the country.
The project entered a second phase in 2004 and continues today bringing together the ICCN, UNESCO’s World Heritage Centre and other United Nations agencies and programmes (i.e. the UN Development and Environment Programmes, UNDP and UNEP, as well as the UN Mission to DRC, MONUC). It aims to consolidate the achievements of the first phase in terms of preserving the ecological capital of these World Heritage sites and seeks to increase the involvement of local communities. Italy, Belgium, and the United Nations Foundation have invested US$ 8 million to date.
7. Easter Island (Chili), 2001
Rapa Nui (indigenous name of Easter Island), was inscribed on UNESCO’s World Heritage List in 1995 as testimony to a unique cultural phenomenon. A society of Polynesian origin that settled there around 300 A.D. developed a powerful, imaginative and original tradition of monumental sculpture and architecture, free from any external influence. From the 10th to the 16th century, this society built shrines and erected enormous stone figures known as moai, which created a cultural landscape that continues to fascinate people from all over the world. In October 2001, UNESCO signed a covenant with the authorities of Chile to start the Integrated Conservation Archaeological Project of Easter Island, financed by Japan. The main interventions were undertaken at the Ahu of Tongariki and included excavations, the consolidation of existing structures, the compilation of an inventory of the moais and monumental structures as well as the installation of a laboratory for applied conservation research on volcanic stone at the Rapa Nui Museum.
8. Afghanistan, 2003
Afghanistan has a unique cultural heritage which reflects a complex history marked by encounters with Central Asia, Achaemenid Persia, Hellenistic Greece, Buddhism, Hinduism, Zoroastrianism and Islam. In March 2001, the Taliban blew up the giant Bamiyan Buddha statues. Since then, UNESCO and international agencies have come together in an emergency effort to safeguard the country’s invaluable cultural heritage, including the two World Heritage sites of Bamiyan and the Minaret of Jam (both included on the List of World Heritage in Danger). Thanks to grants from the Japanese government, UNESCO has undertaken a large project for the Safeguarding of the Cultural Landscape and Archaeological Remains of the Bamiyan Valley, starting in 2003. The first phase successfully consolidated the cliffs and niches and conserved the mural paintings in the Buddhist caves. The second phase focused on improving the state of preservation of the Bamiyan site, improving local capacities in cultural heritage conservation and laying the groundwork for cultural tourism in Bamiyan.

In 2003, UNESCO undertook crucial stabilization and restoration work to safeguard the soaring 65-metre Minaret of the World Heritage site of Jam. The work on the 12th-century monument was made possible thanks to funding from Italy and Switzerland.
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� UNESCO adopted the word Obelisk in its project documents with reference to the popular designation. The Aksum Obelisk should in fact be called the Aksum Stele as a stele and an obelisk are not exactly the same: an obelisk is a tall, narrow, four-sided, tapering monument which ends in a pyramidal top and bears a symbolic reference to the sun; a stele is a standing stone slab, either decorated or undecorated, typically used as a tombstone. 





� The paragraphs “Overviews of Aksum” and “Evolution of the stelae” in this document are part of historical information that was kindly given to UNESCO by the Archaeologist Rodolfo Fattovich.
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