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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY AND LIST OF RECOMMENDATIONS
The report is based on the information available from the World Heritage Committee
working documents and decisions, the periodic reporting reports provided by Latvia in
2004 and 2005 and additional information provided in the state of conservation report
received from the State and local authorities in Latvia in 2007 and 2008, as well as the
information and documents collected during the mission carried out by Ms. Margaretha
Ehrström, ICOMOS and Mr. A. Junaid Sorosh-Wali, UNESCO World Heritage Centre,
Europe and North America Unit, to Riga from 25 to 28 March 2008, and on the
complementary information provided by the State Party of Latvia on 14 April 2008.
The mission successfully concluded its technical review of the situation based on onsite visits, including meetings and discussions with authorities representing the State
Party, the local government and Latvian National Commission to UNESCO as well as
experts and representatives of NGOs e.g. ICOMOS Latvia. There was also a separate
meeting with the investors of the Daugava-river left bank. The mission also attended the
meeting of the Council for the Preservation and Development of Riga´s Historical
Centre, where a revised plan of Daugava Conception Plan was presented. Field visits
were carried out to view new constructions in the Art Nouveau and wooden architecture
blocks as well as the Daugava River left bank. By special permission a visit to the top of
Hansa Bank-building was provided.
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Old Riga, view from Hansa Bank to east

Place for new Concert Hall

Old Riga mirroring in Hansa Bank

Andrejsala was also visited and a presentation on the development of the area was
provided. Before the departure of the mission, a last debriefing and consultation session
with the State Inspection, City Architect and Latvian National Commission for UNESCO,
was proposed by the mission and was organised by the State Inspection in order to
obtain the opinion of these principal stakeholders in case the World Heritage Committee
opts for inscription of the property on the World Heritage List in Danger, and to also
obtain further necessary information and comments from them. (See Annex I for the
Terms of Reference of the mission and annex II, for the full programme of the mission
as proposed by the State Party and the list of persons met)
The mission considers that the overall situation of the administration, management and
conservation of the World Heritage site of Riga are improving and thus moving in a
positive direction. Though there are still constrains that have to be taken seriously,
which, if implemented, will cause loss of integrity to the site. The most urgent threat is
the Daugava Left Bank Conception Project, which if realised, would have an important
negative impact on the visual integrity of the World Heritage site. The revised plan
presented to UNESCO/ICOMOS mission will have a serious impact on the integrity of
the silhouette of the Site. Although the State Party reports that high-rise constructions
are banned from the Historic Centre of Riga and its buffer zone, it appears that they are
willing to make an exception with regard to the Southern part of Kipsala, due to its long
standing planning tradition. In contrast, ICOMOS and the World Heritage Centre
consider that any high-rise constructions in that area would impact negatively on the
outstanding universal value of the World Heritage property and this includes the
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realisation of the Kipsala detailed plan and the revised Daugave Left Bank Conception
Project.
•

The mission notes a positive development in terms of the overall state of
conservation of the property, but urges the local and national authorities to produce
a thoroughly revised “Conception Project”, which fully takes into consideration the
visual integrity of the World Heritage property of Historic Centre of Riga.

The legislative basis for the protection of heritage is stable. There is a special act,
recently adopted on the protection of the Historic Centre of Riga. In addition a Council
on Protection and Development of Historic Riga, with representatives of local and
national authorities, UNESCO National Commission and Architects Union, has been
established. Due to the fact that all building and restoration projects within the World
Heritage site have to be approved by the State Inspection, the institution is overloaded
with work. The State Inspection on Heritage Protection is also actively taking part in
international co-operation. e.g. the Council of Europe and the Baltic Sea Region Cultural
Heritage Co-operation.
•

The mission considers it important that the legal framework for the preservation and
development of Old Riga is fully implemented and that the established Council on
the Preservation and Development approves projects that preserve the outstanding
universal value and integrity of the site. The implementation also needs funding and
adequate human resources.

The works of restoration and maintenance in the Historic Centre of Riga, the Art
Nouveau blocks and wooden architecture, are moving in a positive direction. In addition
to the restoration works, a number of projects for modern constructions have been
realised or are under construction. Several conferences, workshops and seminars have
been organised by State Inspection on modern constructions in historic urban settings.
The conferences have produced recommendations on the conditions for modern
structures. Nevertheless, the projects once realised, do not always meet the
requirement of modern architecture in historic environments. Some of them do not fit
into the traditional historic fabric and streetscape either due to their scale or their
architectural design.
•

Infill architecture should take into consideration the historic setting and urban fabric.
It should “fill in” and form a dialogue with the historic structures.

There has been a general concern for the preservation and enhancement of the
wooden heritage in Riga. A special programme for wooden architecture is approved and
was signed by the authorities in March 2008.
•

The Programme for Preserving the Wooden Architecture of Riga should be fully
implemented. Large efforts, both human and financial, need to be made to restore
and rehabilitate the wooden structures. An evaluation on the achievements should
be carried out and if needed a follow-up programme should be set up.

•

Exchanges and co-operation between the Municipality, the State Inspection and
other stakeholders, including universities, NGOs, professional associations/
organisations, local inhabitants etc., need to be further improved. The civil society
should be more widely consulted in the framework of new projects developed by the
Municipality and private investors.
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•

Continuous awareness-raising of municipal staff and local people about the World
Heritage values and the site is necessary. A project on presentation/signage and
promotion of the World Heritage area should be developed to enhance awareness of
local people, tourists and other stakeholders of the values of the Property.

•

The mission considers that the overall situation of the administration,
management and conservation of the World Heritage site of Riga are
improving and is moving in a positive direction due to the efforts made by the
national and local authorities. The mission recommends that discussion on
possible inscription of the Historic Centre of Riga on the List of World
Heritage in Danger should be postponed until 2009, to allow time for the
authorities to implement the recommendations of this report. The State Party
is urged to thoroughly revise the Conception Project for the development of
the left bank of river Daugava, in particular in the southern part of Kipsala
island, which has to take into consideration the visual integrity of Old Riga,
mainly by reducing considerably the height of any ongoing and new
constructions in the area.
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BACKGROUND TO THE MISSION

Brief Description
Riga was a major centre of the Hanseatic League, deriving its prosperity in the 13th–
15th centuries from trade with Central and Eastern Europe. The urban fabric of its
medieval centre reflects this prosperity, although most of the earliest buildings have
been destroyed by fire or war. Riga became an important economic centre in the 19th
century, when the suburbs surrounding the medieval town were laid out, first with
imposing wooden buildings in neoclassical style and then in Jugendstil. It is generally
recognized that Riga has the finest collection of art nouveau buildings in Europe.
Inscription History of the Site
Inscription Statement
The Historic Centre of Riga was inscribed on the World Heritage List by the World
Heritage Committee at its 21st session (Decision 21COM C2.852), Naples, Italy, in
1997 under criteria (i) and (ii), considering that the Historic Centre of Riga, while
retaining its medieval and later urban fabric relatively intact, is of outstanding universal
value by virtue of the quality and the quantity of its Art Nouveau / Jugendstil
architecture, which is unparalleled anywhere in the world, and its 19th century
architecture in wood.
Criteria and World Heritage values
Criterion i
Riga has exerted a considerable influence within the Baltic cultural area on subsequent
developments in architecture. As one of the largest ports and trading centers on the
Baltic it provided the meeting place for the achievements of the western and eastern
European cultures. As the only technical university for architecture in the Baltic States
until World War I, the Riga Polytechnic promoted the dissemination of its own
characteristic architecture to Tallinn, Vilnius, and the towns of western Tsarist Russia.
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Criterion ii
The historic centre of Riga is among the most characteristic examples of a European
capital city, representing significant cultural, social, artistic, scientific, and industrial
development throughout its eight-hundred-year history.
Justification provided by the State Party
The Historical Centre of Riga City is considered to be of outstanding universal value as
it represents a unique artistic value, comprising the aesthetic achievements (i)* from all
the historic styles, from Romanesque to Functionalism. It contains the large number of
historic buildings of monumental importance from all three main national groups,
involved in the construction process over the centuries: Latvians, Germans, Russians.
Riga was the member of the Hanseatic League and the strong Northern German
influence was in force during the first centuries of it’s growth. Later Riga became part of
the Swedish Kingdom and during the 17th and 18th century, parts of Old Riga has
inherited buildings by Swedish engineers and the toponymes. The cultural input by
Jewish, Polish and Ukrainian minorities is also recognizable in different buildings. The
balanced Historical Centre of Riga City townscape is one of its features and Riga is
comparable with the multicultural character of Prague.
Riga has exerted considerable influence within the cultural area of the Baltic Sea on
subsequent developments in architecture, monumental sculpture and garden design of
different settlements (ii)*. Riga as one of the biggest harbour cities and trade centres on
the Baltic provided the exchange of the achievements of Western and Eastern
civilization. Due to the fact that Riga Polytecnicum was the only institution for
architectural education in the Baltic States up until WWI it, promoted the dissemination
of the patterns of it’s own architecture to Tallinn, Vilnius and all the towns of western
part of tzarist Russia.
Riga Historic Centre is among the most characteristic examples of the European
capitals, of the type representing an important cultural, social, artistic, scientific and
industrial development (iv)* of the whole it’s 800 years long history.
The urban pattern of Riga consists of three integral parts:
- medieval core,
- semicircle of boulevards,
- regularly planned downtown - the main feature of Riga with the assets of Art-Nouveau
style.
Each part of Riga has preserved the authenticity of its own time and building style.
ICOMOS evaluation
The area of the Historical Centre of Riga nominated for inscription on the World
Heritage List consists of three elements: the medieval Old City (35ha), the 19th century
semi-circle of boulevards, and the 18th and 19th century former suburban quarters lying
outside the boulevards, with a checkerboard layout. The area nominated for inclusion
on the World Heritage List is all covered by conservation area regulations, as is the
adequate buffer zone proposed by the State Party. These are confirmed in the City
Plan. There are certain buildings within the designated conservation areas that are of
recent construction and low architectural merit, such as the Latviya Hotel….
The ICOMOS mission suggested that the area nominated for inscription on the World
Heritage List should be amended slightly so as to include the workers’ housing
settlement, with its church and school, in the area bounded by Tallinn and Valmiera
Street. This is of high architectural and historic significance and lies within a
conservation area. This proposal was accepted by the State Party. (The full evaluation
by ICOMOS of the nomination dossier is enclosed in Annex IV)
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ICOMOS Recommendation
That this property be inscribed on the World Heritage List on the basis of criteria i and ii:
The Historic Centre of Riga, while retaining its medieval and later urban fabric relatively
intact, is of outstanding universal value by virtue of the quality and the quantity of its Art
Nouveau / Jugendstil architecture, which is unparalleled anywhere in the world, and its
19th century architecture in wood.

Examination of the state of conservation by the World Heritage Committee and its
Bureau
Since its inscription, the state of conservation of the Historic Centre of Riga was
examined during the 27th, 28th, 29th and 31st sessions of the World Heritage
Committee in 2003, 2004, 2005, and 2007 respectively. Threats to the site have been
identified such as the construction of a high-rise building in the buffer zone of the
property in 2003 and on the left bank of river Duagava (the World Heritage Committee
considered that any high-rise development at the waterfront is not appropriate for Riga's
flat urban situation, however, there is currently one construction project ongoing, the
complete halt of which, could produce severe economic consequences for the whole
city of Riga), new high-rise building projects located in the buffer zone threatening the
visual integrity of the property, regulations for building permissions and guidelines for
new construction projects within Riga and its buffer zone, and the demolition of wooden
buildings in the core and buffer zone of the property due to lack of conservation plan.
At its 31st session the Committee urged the State Party, in close co-operation with the
city authorities, to reinforce upstream planning and to carefully review all current and
future projects in the core area and its buffer zone, and in particular to halt ongoing
high-rise projects and further inappropriate planning for the left side of the river
Daugava, until a thorough and independent analysis of potential impacts on the values,
authenticity and integrity of the Historic Centre has been undertaken and the
“Conception Project” has been thoroughly revised. It also requested the State Party to
undertake an overall visual impact study of the property and its setting in order to
provide a framework for proposed new developments to ensure that they fully respect
the Outstanding Universal Value of the property, to invite a joint World Heritage
Centre/ICOMOS reactive monitoring mission to assess the state of conservation of the
property, including the archaeological values of the site, in particular with regard to the
proposed new development projects in the buffer zone on the left bank of the river
Daugava, and to submit a report to the World Heritage Centre by 1 February 2008 on
progress made with the “Conception Project” for the left side of the river Daugava, and
to provide details on any projects which may have an impact on the visual integrity of
the property, for examination by the Committee at its 32nd session in 2008 in view of
the possibility of inclusion of the property on the List of World Heritage in Danger.
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NATIONAL POLICY FOR THE PRESERVATION AND MANAGEMENT
OF THE WORLD HERITAGE PROPERTY
Protected area legislation
•

In Latvia there is a Special Act for the World Heritage Site of Riga and its buffer
zone.
This was created in order to improve the administrative mechanisms and institutional
co-operation between the State Party and the Local Government. The law on
“Preservation and Protection of the Historic Centre of Riga” came into force in 25 June
2003.
The purpose of the law is to preserve, protect and qualitatively develop Riga Historical
Centre and its buffer zone. The law states that any activities which may damage or
destroy the cultural and historical values of these areas are prohibited.
The values are listed as follows,
- the structure of historical planning
- panoramic view, skyline, scenic vistas
- historical buildings (particularly those from the Middle Ages and the Art Nouveau
era and those of wooden construction) their scale and character
- archaeological layer
- public space
- system of parks and green zones
- historical watercourses and reservoirs
- historical surfacing (cobblestone surfaces, gravel paths, etc.)
- elements of historical landscaping.
Modification of cultural and historical values shall be permitted if the necessary
modification is the only way to ensure urban development and if the modification does
not decrease the cultural and historical values.
According to the law World Heritage Committee should be informed on any significant
planned modification of the area if they are to affect the cultural and historical values of
the area.
The act also stipulates the creation of a specific fund for the Preservation and
Development of Riga’s Historic Centre.
According to the law the physical Plan of Riga Historic Centre approved by Riga City
Council shall be drawn up in conformity with other normative laws on preservation of
Historic Centre of Riga and with the approval of the State Inspection of Heritage
Protection.
•

Cabinet of Ministers Regulations (No.127 of 8 March 2004) on the Preservation
and Protection of Riga’s Historic Centre

•

“Preservation and Development Plan of the Historical Centre of Riga” was
approved on 7 February, 2006. The plan is approved, but the State Inspection
has postponed the development of high-rises on the left bank of the Daugava
River until the left-bank urban landscape draft concept is finalised. High-rises can
only be constructed in those locations identified by previous planning documents,
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including Detailed Plan of Kipsala. The Daugava River Left Bank Conception
Plan is still under revision.
Institutional framework
The State Inspection for Heritage Protection has been at all stages active for improving
the legislation, mechanism and working methods for the protection of cultural heritage of
Riga. According to the General Construction Regulations (Regulations Nr 112 of the
Cabinet of Ministers) all building permissions for any construction on state protected
cultural monument or in its buffer zone can only be issued after presenting the project to
the Inspection. Since the adoption of the Law the number of evaluated projects from the
point of view of cultural heritage in Riga has increased considerably. By these
regulations the damages and losses of authenticity in historic buildings has decreased
and the restoration activities have improved.
Management structure
Management /Administrative Body
To facilitate institutional co-operation and decision making on issues pertaining to the
preservation, protection and development of Riga’s Historical Centre and its buffer
zone, a Council for the Preservation and Development of Riga’s Historical Centre was
formed in 2003. Its aim is to provide democratic and transparent decision-making with
regard to the preservation and development of the World Heritage site.
The Council, acting as an advisory body, has ten members. They represent the
following institutions, State Inspection for the Protection of Cultural Monuments (three
seats), Riga City’s Council (three seats), Ministry of Culture, Latvian National
Commission to UNESCO, Latvian Architect’s Union and Ministry of Regional
Development and Local Governments. The members are appointed for a term of three
years. The Council considers issues concerning both planning and individual building
and restoration projects within Riga World Heritage site and buffer zone. The Council
meets twice a month. Since its foundation the Council has had over 100 meetings,
during which several hundred projects have been discussed.
The current management system is considered to be sufficiently effective. State
Inspection has worked out a long term programme for Development and Preservation of
Riga Vision 2020, including chapters on management, enhancement, education,
conservation of the historic urban fabric of Riga.
The main threats and risks to the site are due to development pressures. Concerning
the historic fabric a survey of individual blocks is being carried out. The work is costly
and time consuming but is considered to be important for enhancing the historic values
of the individual monuments and giving guidelines for restoration and complementary
architecture. The historic information on the individual buildings is important for house
owners.
A large number of international workshops and conferences have been organised by
State Inspection in Riga since 1998 to set the frame for preservation and management
10

of Riga World Heritage site. Local planners, architects and consultants have actively
taken part in these conferences.
Response to the recognition of values under international treaties and
programmes (European label)
“The historic silhouette of Old Riga” received the European Heritage label in 2007. The
proposal was made at the request of State Inspection.
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IDENTIFICATION AND ASSESSMENT OF ISSUES

Management
The Law on Preservation and Protection allows the State Inspection to have an
overview of all planned projects. Despite the state and local authorities activities and the
Council for Preservation and Development there are many NGOs and “ad hoc” groups
taking part in the discussion of the preservation and development of the Site. Some of
them are formed and work within one specific field, e.g. Daugava Left Bank
development area.
Factors affecting the property
The overall management of the site deserves credit, however, there have been losses
in historic structures (e.g. wooden architecture) and failures to realise specific projects
(e.g. new constructions in Old Town and 19th century blocks). The foreseen
perspectives on the development of the Latvian society, stated in the nomination file,
have taken place. The rapid economic growth and the pressure from investors have had
a negative impact on the urban historic fabric of Riga. In a young democratic country
without longstanding traditions of democratic processes and heritage preservation and
management the shortcomings of heritage institutions, and their efforts, are often
evident. The pressures of investor have not always been successfully managed.
Despite this, the efforts and work of State Inspection for Heritage Protection should be
applauded.
Latvia’s economic growth has been the most rapid amongst the three Baltic States.
Development plan for the left bank (Conception Project)
The Kipsala detailed plan was approved in 2001 (see in Annex III). The planning started
in 1995 (before the inscription). The plan protects the historic wooden architecture by
the waterfront. This area is considered as of local historic importance.
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Kipsala, view from Hansa Bank to the north-west

An area for high-rise buildings is foreseen in a triangular area opposite the bridge to Old
Riga, while the rest of the island is planned as a residential and business area with infill
architecture fitting into the structure and height of the present built environment. The
area for high-rise buildings in Kipsala was already foreseen in Soviet time. The high-rise
building “Preses nams”, dates from this time.

Kipsala, view from Hansa Bank to the west, high-rise building “Preses nams” from Soviet times
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The Kipsala detailed plan allows for the construction of a 25 storey buildings at the
waterfront and 35 storey constructions in the middle of the area (where “Preses nams”
is standing). There is no maximum height for the new constructions, or a limit of the
number of high-rise buildings to be erected within the area. The area is earmarked for
development as a business district. The legend of the detailed plan illustrates the visual
realisation of the plan. The information in this plan was included in the Nomination
dossier as Riga City Development Plan 1995-2005. In the document the city
development policy was defined – to form the silhouette of the Left Bank of Daugava
concentrating the high-rise building in the Southern part of Kipsala around the Golf of
Agenskalns.
The development processes, and/or threats, in the buffer zone, of which Kipsala area is
part, were not described or analysed in the text of the nomination. Neither were there
any comments from ICOMOS on this issue.
However, this is the plan to which World Heritage Committee was referring at its 27th
session. The decision was taken after the construction of Hansa Bank building at the
very waterfront of Daugava. The place and construction height of Hansa Bank was
against Kipsala detailed plan. The initiative to alter the project was taken by State
Inspection and there was a joint UNESCO/ICOMOS mission to the site. The
Committee’s decision at 27th session states as follows:
•

Considers that any high-rise development at the waterfront is not appropriate for
Riga's flat urban situation, and that currently one construction project is ongoing,
and its complete halt could produce severe economic consequences for the
whole city of Riga;

•

Therefore requests the State Party to review the construction project and to fully
guarantee the respect of the approved detailed plan of Kipsala in order to protect
the World Heritage property and its visual integrity;

Kipsala island-part of the World Heritage buffer zone

Kipsala Detailed Plan visualisation from Historic Centre, 2001 (provided during the mission)
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Kipsala Detailed Plan visualisation, 2001

The decision taken by the Committee was focusing on halting the “illegal” construction
of the Hansa Bank project. In the decision of the Committee there was no thorough
examination of Kipsala detailed plan’s visual impact of Riga Historic Centre. Kipsala
detail plan is still in force. Another building project has been approved recently and the
high-rise building is under construction at the waterfront at the Golf of Agenskalna. The
height of this building is estimated to be 20 storeys. This project is according to the plan.

Kipsala, view from Hansa Bank, to the west. On the left side of the above photo we can see
ongoing construction work for a high-rise building (project on the left) at the waterfront at the
Golf of Agenskalna

This area of Kipsala has been subject to further planning. The area is included in the
“Daugava Left Bank silhouette Conception Project” (Report to 04-2007), which includes
the left bank of river Daugava at a length of more than 4 km. These plans have been
reviewed by ICOMOS as a desk evaluation (October 2007) concluding that the options
presented do not meet the demands on preserving the visual integrity of Historic Riga.
ICOMOS proposed other alternatives to be explored for providing development on the
left bank in other low rise configurations which optimise the potential of both banks of
the river and protect the values and integrity of the World Heritage site.
14

A revision of the “Conception Project” (see pictures below) was presented at the
meeting of the Council on Protection and Development of Historic Riga, where
representatives of UNESCO and ICOMOS participated. In the revised version the highrise buildings were excluded from all other areas except the southern part of Kipsala
island. This positive result was much due to the efforts of the State Inspection. The
argumentation of State Inspection for accepting this area for high-rise constructions is
that the area has been appointed as a business area already in Soviet time (the existing
high-rise building dates from 1960is).

Kipsala island

Proposed new commercial centre with high-rises

Limits of the World Heritage core zone

Andrejsala

Limits of the World Heritage buffer zone
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3D visualisation of the Riga “concept for the silhouette of the Left Bank of the river Daugava” showing in
bleu colour the new high-rise buildings proposed in Kipsala island, April 2008

3D visualisation of the “Riga concept for the silhouette of the Left Bank of the river Daugava”, view from
Historic Centre of Riga showing in bleu colour the new high-rise buildings proposed in Kipsala island,
April 2008

16

Model of Left Bank, view from south-east with the existing building of Hansa bank on the right, March 2008

Model of Riga Left Bank silhouette concept, view from south-west, March 2008

High-rise
building
already
constructed
(Hansa Bank)

High-rise
building
under
construction

Kipsala southern part, Model of the Left Bank “Conception project”, as of April 2007
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The mission commented at the meeting that the main problem of high-rise buildings in
the Kipsala area still exists. No substantial change to the height and grouping of new
constructions in the triangular area has been made. The Council did not take any
decision on the revised conception project.
The mission also met the representatives of a group of investors and real estate
developers that have formed an association named “New Riga Center”. Their aim is to
open up a dialogue with municipality, government, UNESCO and inhabitants on
developing the left bank, including its infrastructure. The investors regretted the delay in
the proceedings of the approval of the conception plan. They very much urged the
municipality to split the Left Bank Conception Project into parts and have an approval of
those parts, where no high-rise constructions are appointed. UNESCO/ICOMOS
mission pointed out that the main focus and concern was on high-rise constructions in
Kipsala southern part. None of the representatives of investors were landowners of this
specific area.
A position letter from the above-mentioned investors association was also received after
the mission, in which they committed themselves to respectful and responsible
development of the city vis à vis the Historic Centre of Riga value and shape.
UNESCO World Heritage Centre and ICOMOS have received by a letter dated 14 April,
visual impact studies (621 photos from different viewpoints) and a written text “Visual
impact studies of the development in the Buffer Zone of the Historic Centre of Riga to
the Core Zone of UNESCO World Heritage site”, prepared by the Riga City Municipality.
In the text there is reference to the Kipsala detailed plan and the Committee decision
(27 COM 7B.69) with respect to the Kipsala detailed plan. The Municipality wishes to
respect the historical value of the city and to create on the left bank a predictable and
efficiently controllable architectonic composition. The conclusions of the visual impact
analyses are that high-rise buildings in the southern part of Kipsala are visible from
several places within the public urban area in the Historic Centre of Riga disrupting the
perception of the silhouette of Old Riga. Consequently, the maximum height of buildings
in this area has been decreased to 121m and higher constructions have been moved
further from the Historic Centre. This conforms to the regulations of the Cabinet of
Ministers 8.3.2004, nr. 127 “Regulations regarding the Preservation and protection of
the Historic Centre of Riga”.
With regard to the implementation of Decision 31COM 7B.99, paragraph No.4, made by
the World Heritage Committee at its 31st session concerning the construction of highrise buildings in the buffer zone, the State Party report 2008 states that “High-rises are
banned from the Historic Centre and its buffer zone, and allowed only in locations not
having a negative impact on the view to it, AND locations identified in the planning of
1930-ies, i.e. the Southern part of Kipsala." This area is in fact the Kipsala detailed plan
area, for which the plan was approved in 2001, and the anticipated area for high-rise
buildings in the Daugave Left Bank Conception Project. By referring to the long planning
tradition of this area, where a high-rise building from the Soviet period already stands,
the State Party has already accepted that this area will be developed as a high-rise
district. The State Inspection anticipates significant difficulties in stopping the on-going
planning of the area, especially as the Inspection has managed to stop high-rise
projects in other parts of the city. This point of view is also reflected in the State Party’s
report. On the other hand, the report could be interpreted as an indication that the State
Party does not consider high-rise buildings to have a negative impact on the historic
skyline of Riga and therefore, does not perceive development of this kind within the
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area, as a major concern. This opinion is contrary to the World Heritage Committee
decisions and the ICOMOS desk reviews of the “Conception project”.
ICOMOS considers that both the realisation of the Kipsala detailed plan (in opposition to
the 27th Committee session Decision 27 COM 7B.69) and the revised Daugava Left
Bank Conception Project in the southern part of Kipsala, would have a negative impact
on the visual integrity of the Historic Centre of Riga and thus also on the outstanding
universal value of the property.
The mission considers that the height of 121 m for new constructions in the area is still
too high, considering the fact that the Medieval church spires measure 121 m. The
Hansa Bank building was a fatal mistake, also taking into consideration that the
condition for public access to upper floors (one of the conditions for the delivery of
permit for this building) was not met because of security reasons of the Bank. In
addition, both the State Inspection and the City Architect recognise this mistake. The
mistake made in the construction of Hansa Bank should not then be repeated.
According to the revised plan eight high-rise buildings can be constructed within the
area (see annex III). In addition two high-rise buildings are in the planning stage and
one is under construction (see photos in page 14). The mission considers that the
southern part of Kipsala island can be developed as a densely built business
area, without necessitating the construction of high-rise buildings, as proposed
in the revised concept. It would irreversibly affect the visual integrity of historic
site of Riga. The number and height of the projected buildings will be a threat to
the outstanding universal value of the historic silhouette of Old Riga.

High-rise building projects in general
Urban development pressure in Riga is evident and high-rise constructions are the way
to realise building projects as land marks. According to State Inspection presentation
almost 20 high-rise projects have been stopped within the buffer zone of the World
Heritage Site. There now exists 5 high-rise-buildings, 2 within the site and 3 in the buffer
zone. The discussion on new constructions is for the moment focused only on the
triangular area of Kipsala, where there are already 2 high-rise buildings, one from Soviet
time and Hansa Bank from 2005.
In addition, the State Inspection for Heritage Protection of Latvia organized an
international seminar on the Preservation and Development of Historic centres of towns
(16 -17 April 2007, Riga) attended by local and international experts including
representatives from the city municipality, Council of Europe and UNESCO. The
outcome of the seminar and the site visits stressed that utmost attention should be
given to the continuity between the city’s silhouette, the river Daugava and its two
banks. The value of Riga as a World Heritage property lies in the relationship between
these elements. In order to preserve the visual integrity of this exceptional urban
landscape, it is absolutely necessary to opt for an integrated approach to any urban
development projects for the city based on these values and a clear vision for the city’s
future. In that regard, the seminar concluded that high-rise buildings are incompatible
for the property (core, buffer zone and beyond) and thus the ongoing high-rise projects
and constructions on the left bank of the river threaten the values of the property.
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Wooden heritage and new wooden constructions
The wooden architecture of Riga is exceptional as forming an integrated part of the
historic, urban structure. When similar wooden buildings in other European cities have
been demolished to a great part, the wooden architecture has been preserved in Riga.
This has not been due to active preservation of its time but to political and economical
conditions in the society. Because of this the architecture is also quite unique from the
point of view of its authenticity. Because of its uniqueness the wooden architecture is
especially mentioned in the decision of the Committee in 1997, when Riga was
inscribed on the World Heritage List. ICOMOS also paid attention to and expressed its
concern of the wooden architecture of Riga. In its recommendations for future actions
ICOMOS stated (September 1997) that the “state of preservation is poor in a disturbing
number of cases”.
During the ten years since World Heritage inscription, the wooden architecture of Riga
faced some loss and undergone transformations but also been subject to preservation
and restoration activities. The major problems of the wooden architecture have been
lack of appreciation by owners, neglect of maintenance and expectation and speculation
on replacement of new constructions of several stories instead of 1-2 storied wooden
constructions. A number of sudden fires, neglect followed by dismantling and new
constructions, where the historic fabric is lost, has initiated the authorities to work out a
programme and strategy for the preservation and enhancement of the wooden
architecture. The general opinion and the attitudes of house owners have also changed.
At the time of inscription the values of wooden architecture were mostly recognised by
experts. For real estate owners the wooden buildings were considered as obstacles
rather than possibilities. As mentioned above, the opinion is changing due to activities
on promoting the values of the vulnerable wooden constructions.

Wooden construction in 19th century blocks

Wooden construction between 5 storey buildings
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Wooden buildings, streetscape

Wooden buildings, facade

Wooden buildings restored

Wooden buildings, details

Wooden building, in need of repair
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The trend is positive and ICOMOS and the World Heritage Centre warmly welcome the
new programme signed by the Minister of Culture on 11 March, 2008, on “Preservation
of Wooden Heritage. Rising of the Role of Wooden Heritage in Elaborating the Quality
of Life and Space of Citizens”. The programme is for the period of 2008-2011.
The priorities of the programme are:
- cultural historic quality of environment
- preservation of authenticity an original substance
- easy affordable life system of preservation
- professionalism in decision making
The Actions Plans is focused on:
- by-laws elaboration
- territorial planning
- information and popularisation
- field work, database information system, engage municipality
- monitoring of change
- financial status.
For financing restoration projects the authorities apply grants from the Norwegian
European Economic Agreement’s Fund.
Since March 2008 if a wooden construction is destroyed, it should be replaced by a new
structure of wood with similar dimensions. This restriction is a considerable
improvement.
Due to investors expectations and “innovative” designers ideas wooden houses have
undergone considerable and irreplaceable change. One wooden house has been raised
to the forth floor on top of a modern construction and the other has been enlarged with
four stories and covered with a facade of glass. These shall be treated as warning
examples of unacceptable solutions of restoration of wooden architecture.

Wooden heritage up-raised to 4th floor
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Wooden architecture, Reconstruction, enlargement, and a new facade of glass

Wooden architecture, Reconstruction, enlargement and a new facade of glass, mirroring

New architectural project in the core and buffer zones
Many new constructions are subject to architectural competition. This has been a
general policy of the state authorities. On the one hand, architectural competitions often
produce high quality solutions. One the other hand, there is a risk that winning projects
are chosen for their architectural qualities and may not fit into the historic setting. The
dialogue between old and new is frequently lacking.
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Department store in the Old Town, streetscape and interior

New construction in Elisabetz iela

The medieval core of Riga is an urban fabric built over centuries, where many buildings
are constructed through good workmanship and handicraft. The original
builders/craftsmen/architects might be anonymous and not recorded. When designing
new constructions in Medieval Riga the emphasis should be on producing good quality,
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modern “anonymous” architecture, which also stresses traditional materials and
handicraft of high quality. Historic Riga should not be a playground for fancy modernistic
constructions. The stress should be on modern design taking into consideration the
historic setting. New constructions should also take into consideration the historic urban
structures such as the streetscape. A project (25.1.2007, Skärnu 11), which does not
meet these qualities is the design of new construction in the near vicinity of St Peters
church, in a place where the former house has been bombarded during the war.
The Andrejsala Detailed plan was also presented during the mission and a visit was
undertaken to the peninsula. ICOMOS received a revised detail plan on April 14th.
“Andrejsala Detailed Plan, Final Edition, Extract of Binding and Explanatory Maps.”
The historic fabric of the area consists of industrial buildings and constructions and a
harbour. The architecture of the buildings is moderate, to some extent humble, but the
area as such forms an interesting ensemble of industrial activities that has created and
formed a historic environment. A high chimney of the local power plant station forms the
landmark of the peninsula.

Andrejsala aerial view (on left part of the above photo)
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Andrejsala, structures

Andrejsala, Soviet time constructions

Andrejsala, historic structures

Andrejsala, landmark

The area, situated within the buffer zone but close to the core zone, is subject to
considerable changes.
The proposed land use will be for residential and commercial constructions. Some
historic buildings, constructions and structures will be preserved. The building density of
the area will be high. The detailed plan will change the character of the area completely.
The mission does not recommend that the current plan is approved. It requires further
development including:
• taking into consideration the historic structures and industrial constructions of the
area (by historic survey on the development of the area, analyses of different stages
and functions of buildings, state of condition of individual buildings) and use the
information gained as the basis for planning;
• lowering the density of new constructions in the area;
• allowing more public space within the area and mainly in the area near to the river
bank;
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•

prohibiting new high-rise buildings within the area (the chimney of the power plant
station shall be preserved).

4

ASSESSMENT OF THE STATE OF CONSERVATION OF THE SITE

Review whether the values on the basis of which the property was inscribed on
the World Heritage List are being maintained
The value of the historic core of Riga lies in the urban structures of the city, the plots of
land, the individual buildings with masonry, details as window frames, doors, tiled roofs
handcrafted by talented workers. The decision of the Committee identifies the site as
the medieval Riga, the Art Nouveau blocks and the wooden architecture. Specific
attention has also been paid to the visual integrity, the skyline, of historic Riga.
The medieval Riga has undergone both restorations, full and partial reconstructions of
historic buildings (especially in the Town Square) and new infill architecture. The
reconstructions have been completed to “rebuild” the historic past of Riga. On the other
hand constructions from Soviet time have been safeguarded in the historic core.
Modern architectural design has given form to new constructions in old Riga, often as a
result of architectural competitions. This has to a degree been positive however, it has
also resulted in overly modern and “fancy” constructions, which lack dialogue with the
historic environment. All building project are subject to the approval of State Inspection.

Black Brothers building, reconstruction in Old Square
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Town Hall at Old Square

Some of the Art Nouveau blocks have undergone restoration activities but some are still
in a pretty poor and neglected state. Considering the number of houses to be
maintained, the restoration work proceeds appropriately. The restoration work can from
case to case be close to reconstruction, which, concerning the preservation of historic
fabric of the building is not to be recommended. On the other hand, the technical
conditions of the building/buildings might be so poor that only new constructions,
architectural details and decorations can be applied.
The wooden architecture is the most vulnerable part of the historic structures in Riga.
Prone to sudden fires, neglect and dismantling, parts of this heritage has been
destroyed. A special strategy and action programme for a long term safeguarding of the
wooden heritage has been approved by the authorities in March 2008. The mission
warmly welcomes this initiative.
The mission considers that the works of restoration and maintenance in historic centre
of Riga, the Art Nouveau blocks and developments concerning the wooden architecture
are moving in a positive direction. A lot of work has been done and a number of
international conferences on restoration, rehabilitation and construction of modern
architecture in historic settings have been organised by the authorities in Latvia. The
State Inspection has been very active in this field. Local designers and planners have
also participated in these conferences. A number of recommendations concerning
especially modern constructions in historic fabric have been agreed upon. A special
programme for restoration of wooden heritage has been approved.
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The visual setting and silhouette of old Riga is characterised by the flat urban
landscape, the river Daugava and islands. The medieval church towers form the
characteristic landmarks of the city. Skyscrapers from Soviet time are additional vertical
elements of the city. The recently erected high-rise building, the Hansa Bank, forms a
new element in the visual setting of old Riga. Due to its setting and height, the
construction has a negative impact on the visual integrity of the historic silhouette of old
Riga. The negative visual impact of the Hansa Bank should also lead to the revision of
Kipsala detailed plan, by reducing considerably the height of any ongoing and new
constructions in the area.
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5

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The mission considers that the overall situation of the administration, management and
conservation of the World Heritage site of Riga are improving and thus moving in a
positive direction. Though there are still constrains that have to be taken seriously,
which, if implemented, will cause loss of integrity to the site. The most urgent threat is
the Daugava Left Bank Conception Project, which if realised, would have an
important negative impact on the visual integrity of the World Heritage site. The
revised plan presented to UNESCO/ICOMOS mission will have a serious impact
on the integrity of the silhouette of the Site.
•

The mission notes a positive development in terms of the overall state of
conservation of the property, but urges the local and national authorities to
produce a thoroughly revised “Conception Project”, which fully takes into
consideration the visual integrity of the World Heritage property of Historic
Centre of Riga.

The legislative basis for the protection of heritage is stable. There is a special act,
recently adopted on the protection of the Historic Centre of Riga. In addition a Council
on Protection and Development of Historic Riga, with representatives of local and
national authorities, UNESCO National Commission and Architects Union, has been
established. Due to the fact that all building and restoration projects within the World
Heritage Site have to be approved by the State Inspection, the institution is overloaded
with work. The State Inspection on Heritage Protection is also actively taking part in
international co-operation. e.g. the Council of Europe and the Baltic Sea Region Cultural
Heritage Co-operation.
•

The mission considers it important that the legal framework for the
preservation and development of Old Riga is fully implemented and that the
established Council on the Preservation and Development approves projects
that preserve the outstanding universal value and integrity of the site. The
implementation also needs funding and adequate human resources.

The works of restoration and maintenance in the Historic Centre of Riga, the Art
Nouveau blocks and wooden architecture, are moving in a positive direction. In addition
to the restoration works, a number of projects for modern constructions have been
realised or are under construction. Several conferences, workshops and seminars have
been organised by State Inspection on modern constructions in historic urban settings.
The conferences have produced recommendations on the conditions for modern
structures. Nevertheless, the projects once realised, do not always meet the
requirement of modern architecture in historic environments. Some of them do not fit
into the traditional historic fabric and streetscape either due to their scale or their
architectural design.
•

Infill architecture should take into consideration the historic setting and urban
fabric. It should “fill in” and form a dialogue with the historic structures.

There has been a general concern for the preservation and enhancement of the
wooden heritage in Riga. A special programme for wooden architecture is approved and
was signed by the authorities in March 2008.
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•

The Programme for Preserving the Wooden Architecture of Riga should be
fully implemented. Large efforts, both human and financial, need to be made
to restore and rehabilitate the wooden structures. An evaluation on the
achievements should be carried out and if needed a follow-up programme
should be set up.

•

Exchanges and co-operation between the Municipality, the State Inspection
and other stakeholders, including universities, NGOs, professional
associations/ organisations, local inhabitants etc., need to be further
improved. The civil society should be more widely consulted in the framework
of new projects developed by the Municipality and private investors.

•

Continuous awareness-raising of municipal staff and local people about the
World Heritage values and the site is necessary. A project on
presentation/signage and promotion of the World Heritage area should be
developed to enhance awareness of local people, tourists and other
stakeholders of the values of the Property.

•

The mission considers that the overall situation of the administration,
management and conservation of the World Heritage site of Riga are
improving and is moving in a positive direction due to the efforts made by the
national and local authorities. The mission recommends that discussion on
possible inscription of the Historic Centre of Riga on the List of World
Heritage in Danger should be postponed until 2009, to allow time for the
authorities to implement the recommendations of this report. The State Party
is urged to thoroughly revise the Conception Plan for the development of the
left bank of river Daugava, in particular in the southern part of Kipsala island,
which has to take into consideration the visual integrity of Old Riga, mainly by
reducing considerably the height of any ongoing and new constructions in the
area.

Left bank and Hansa Bank, view from the Historic Centre

Endnote:
This report was written by Ms. Margaretha Ehrström (ICOMOS) and Mr. Ahmad Junaid Sorosh-Wali
(UNESCO World Heritage Centre, Europe and North America Unit)
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6

ANNEXES

Annex I

TERMS OF REFERENCE

UNESCO-ICOMOS joint reactive monitoring mission to the World Heritage property of the
Historic Centre of Riga, Latvia
25 to 28 March 2008
In conformity with the Decision 31 COM 7B.99 by World Heritage Committee, taken at its 31st
session (Christchurch, 2007), concerning the state of conservation of the Historic Centre of
Riga, inscribed on the World Heritage List in 1997, and the invitation letter by the Latvian
authorities dated 4 Feb. 2008, and taking into consideration the Operational Guidelines for the
Implementation of the World Heritage Convention, carry out a joint UNESCO World Heritage
Centre / ICOMOS reactive monitoring mission, in order to:
1. Assess the overall state of conservation of the property, in particular with regard to
the proposed new high-rise development projects in the buffer zone on the left bank
of the river Daugava,
2. Review the implementation of the last decisions of the World Heritage Committee
and the corrective measures proposed;
3. Meet with relevant stakeholders of the local, regional and national authorities,
including local associations and NGO’s in Riga, to discuss and review :
•

the current situation and the overall state of conservation of the World
Heritage property;

•

the impact on the Outstanding Universal Value, integrity and authenticity of
the World Heritage property by major development projects which are being
either considered for implementation or are still under discussion, in the core
zone, buffer zone and in particular on the left bank of the river Daugava (this
should be supported by the relevant technical documentation to be provided
by the State Party);

•

the changes made and the ICOMOS comments taken into account the
proposed “Conception Project”, especially in relation to the proposed
alterations to the Riga skyline and impacts on important views and visual
integrity of the world heritage property through new high-rise construction,

•

the reinforcement process of the current legislations on the preservation and
protection of the Historic Centre of Riga by limiting the height of new
construction in the World Heritage core and buffer zones, and beyond if
necessary;

4. Explore approaches for alternative models to the proposals outlined in the
“Conception Project” and assess their impact on the Outstanding Universal Value
and integrity of the property (this should be supported by the relevant technical
documentation to be provided by the State Party), if any;
5. Prepare a concise joint ICOMOS-UNESCO report according to the format with
recommendations, with a executive summary, taking into account, if appropriate, the
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provisions in the Operational Guidelines in Chapter IV concerning reactive
monitoring (paragraphs 169-176), Danger Listing (paragraphs 177-191), as well as
the Resolution by the General Assembly of the State Parties (October 2005) on the
Protection of the Historic Urban Landscapes, by 18 April 2008 at the latest, to be
reviewed by the World Heritage Committee at its 32nd session (Quebec City,
Canada, July 2008).

Composition of mission team:
1. Ms. Margaretha Ehrström (ICOMOS)
2. Mr. Ahmad. Junaid Sorosh-Wali (UNESCO World Heritage Centre, Europe and North
America Unit)
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Annex II

Mission itinerary and programme

Joint ICOMOS/ UNESCO reactive monitoring mission to the Historic centre of Riga,
Latvia
From 25 to 28 of March 2008
24 March
23.35: Arrival in Riga of Mr. Sorosh-Wali
Hotel “Konventa sēta”
Adress: Kalēju Street 9/11
25 March
10.30: Arrival of Mrs. Ehrström (welcome in airport by the State Inspection for heritage
protection)
Hotel “Konventa sēta”
Adress; Kalēju Street 9/11
14.00 – 17.00: Visit of the Historic Centre of Riga and its buffer zone (accompanied by arch.
Lejnieks)
Meeting in the hotel.
26 March
10.00-12.15: Meeting in the State Inspection for heritage protection
Participants:
Juris Dambis, Head of the Inspection,
Rolands Ozols, Secretary General of the national Commission of UNESCO
Anita Vaivade, Head of Culture and Communication department of the national Commission of
UNESCO
Peteris Blūms, the Adviser of the Head of Inspection
Baiba Murniece, Head of Heritage policies department of the Inspection
Katrina Kukaine, Deputy Head of Heritage policies department of the Inspection
Adress: M.Pils Street 19
12.30: Lunch in restaurant “Bergs”
Address: Elizabetes Street 83/85
15.00: Attendance of a Session of the Council for the Preservation and Development of Riga’s
Historic Centre.
Adress: Elizabetes Street 18, 2nd floor
Agenda:
- Conception of the silhouette development of the Left bank of Daugava River
- Reconstruction of the former cinema house “Spartaks”, Elizabetes Street 61
Participants:
Andris Kronbergs, Chairman of the Council, architect, a specialist attracted by Minister of
Culture
Jānis Asaris, Archaeologist, Deputy Head of the State Inspection for Heritage Protection
Juris Dambis, Head of State Inspection for Heritage Protection
Rolands Ozols, Secretary General, UNSECO National Committee
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Iveta Staša, Head of Riga City Council division responsible for urban planning in the City of
Riga
Pēteris Strancis, Head of Development Department, Riga City Council
Edgars Treimanis, Board Member of Latvian Union of Architects
Jānis Zilgalvis, Head of Architecture and arts department, State Inspection for Heritage
Protection
Jānis Dripe, Riga City Architect
20.00: Dinner offered by the Riga City Municipality in restaurant “Salve”
Participants:
Jānis Dripe, Riga City Architect
Gvido Princis, Deputy Head of Development Department, Riga City Council
Adress: Rātslaukums 5
27 March
9.00: Meeting with the representatives of NGOs
Participants:
Jānis Asaris, Archaeologist, representative of ICOMOS Latvia
Andis Zīlāns, Sandra Jakušonoka, Vilnis Putrāms, representatives of NGO “Coalition for the
protection of the natural and cultural heritage”
Pēteris Blūms, NGO “Latvia Nostra”
Adress: M.Pils Street 19
10.30: Meeting with the representatives of investors’ association „New Riga centre” (Jaunais
Rīgas centrs) related with development of the Left bank of Daugava River
Participants:
Representatives of investors’ association „New Riga centre”:
Juris Dreimanis – TK Development
Paolo Mikelozzi – Pro Kapital
Ainars Paunins – RE&RE/Pro Kapital
Ahto Ader – YIT Construction
Arturs Ignašs – Hanner Real Estate
Adress: Elizabetes Street 18, 2nd floor
13.00: Visit of the building of Hansabanka in Kipsala to have a panoramic view over the city
(accompanied by arch. Lejnieks)
14.00: Visit of the Andrejsala and meeting with the representatives of the developers in
Adrejsala
Participants:
Aigars Kušķis, representative of company “Jaunrīgas attīstības uzņēmums”
Lolita Čače, architect, urban planner, Grupa 93, Ltd
Adress: Andrejostas Street 6
15.30: Meeting with Mr. Ivars Gaters, Chairman of the Riga Municipality Communal and quarter
issues committee and Deputy Chairman of the City development committee, ex-minister of the
Regional development and regional affaires.
16.15 -18.00: Attendance of a session of the Riga City Architect’s collegium (chaired by Jānis
Dripe, Riga City Architect)
Adress: Architects Union house, Torņu Street 11
In working order:
Development project of the Stockmann Commercial centre in Riga Historic centre
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20.00: Dinner in restaurant „Fabrikas restorāns”
Participants:
Paolo Mikelozzi – Pro Kapital, Chairman
Ainars Paunins – RE&RE/Pro Kapital
Juris Dambis, Head of State Inspection for Heritage Protection
Adress: Balasta dambis 70
28 March
10.30: Debriefing meeting in the State Inspection
Participants:
Juris Dambis, Head of the Inspection,
Jānis Dripe, Riga City Architect
Rolands Ozols, Secretary General of the national Commission of UNESCO
Anita Vaivade, Head of Culture and Communication department of the national Commission of
UNESCO
Jānis Lejnieks, architect
Katrina Kukaine, Deputy Head of Heritage policies department of the Inspection
11.00: Departure of Mr. Sorosh-Wali (delivery to airport by the State Inspection for heritage
protection)
15.00: Departure of Mrs. Ehrström (delivery to airport by the State Inspection for heritage
protection)
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Annex III

Maps and other documents as provided by the State Party
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OF THE LEFT BANK OF THE RIVER DAUGAVA

Uzvaras laukuma konkursà 2. prëmija tiek pies~irta Âdolfa Vilmaça un Aleksandra
Kramareva projektam.

1612
Pirmâ Daugavas kreisâ krasta augstceltne - romantiski rekonstruëts t.s. Sarkanâ
tOIT,la attèls tagadêjâ dzelzcela tilta gala.

1937
Latvijas Ministru kabinets pier;aem likumu par Uzvaras laukuma loteriju, kuras
ieçëmumi tiktu izmantoti kompleksa izbûvei un izda1losanai. VisaktNâkie loterijas
bilesu pircéji ir Ogres un Bauskas april;l~a ledzivotaji, ka ari levêrojaml vietëjle
uZl;lëmèji.
AtbaJstot Ideju par valdibas kompleksa bûvi Pârdaugavâ. inzenieris Pâvils Pâvulâns
uzskicë iekârtu tiltu no Muitas ielas uz I9psalas dienvidgalu.

1945
Pilsëtas centra kompozîcijas shèma pirmajà Rîgas generâlplânâ péc 1945. gada.
Maskavas norikotâ arhitekta Jevget;lija Vasi/jeva darbam raksturîgs impèrisks
vërlens ar plasiem laukumiem, simetrijas asim un tàlâm perspektivâm.
:::)

1938
Konkursâ par Uzvaras laukuma izveidi tiek iesniegti 44 darbi. Vairàkos no tiem ir
izteikts priekslikums Daugavas kreisajâ krastâ veldot jaunu. reprezentablu pilsëtas
administrativo centru.

1969
Udztekus jaunâ Aigas generâlplâna IzstràdâSanai PSAS Civilâs celtniecibas un
arhitektûras komileja izsludina slégtu konkursu autoru kolektîviem no Maskavas,
~et;lingradas. Tallinas un Rigas.

Konkursa pirmo godalgu iegûst arhitektu Fridriha Skujit;la un Georga Dauges jaunâ
valdibas kompleksa projekts Kliversalâ. Projekta idejas pamata ir vertikâlas
dominantes ieviesana uz Akmens tilta un Uzvaras bulvâra ass. Padomju okupacijas
gados siideja materializéjâs Uzvaras pieminekla kompleksa veidolâ.

Igaur;au arhitektu projeklâ Daugavas kreisâ krasta josla ir pilnîbâ pâJVeidota, apbüve
nojaukta. visas salas un pussalas apvienotas. Tiesi pretim Vecrigai pacelas valdibas
ëku ansamblis.
Maskavas arhitektu Rîgas centra rekonstrukcijas projektâ ulsvars Iikts uz
Âgenskalna lita pilnîQu pârveidosanu. Akmens tilts apbüvëts un nodots gâjëjiem.

Arhitekta Artûra Relnfelda priekslikums, kurâ Iidzigi ka Skujit;la un Dauges projektâ
uzsvërta Uzvaras bulvâra ass.

Izmantoti komentâri un attëli no Jâr;Ja Lejnieka grâmatas Riga, kuras nav.
Riga: Zlnâtne, 1998.
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EsoM lramvaja ffnlja

_

EsoU 8Utobusa ffnlja

EsoU troIejbusa rlnija
Projektêtals ma(jlstrâlais veloœlt
__ • ProjektètaJs sa\llenojo~ls velocel!!
Projektélâ tramvaja ffnija

•

Üdens transporta plestâtnes

--1 ProJektêtais âlrgBllBs sabledrtskals transports

MagistniJes

AUGAVAS KREISÂ KRASTA
TRANSPORTA KUSTïBAS SHËMA

Annex IV

ICOMOS evaluation of the nomination dossier
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