
 
REPORT OF A JOINT REACTIVE MONITORING MISSION TO 

THE THREE PARALLEL RIVERS OF YUNNAN PROTECTED AREAS, CHINA 
FROM 5 TO 15 APRIL 2006 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Mission team:  
 
Mr Nikita Lopoukhine, Chair, Commission on World Protected Areas (WCPA), the 
World Conservation Union (IUCN) 
 
Mr Ramasamy Jayakumar, Programme Specialist for Sciences, UNESCO Office in 
Beijing (UNESCO) 
 
 

      



 2/27

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
A reactive monitoring mission to the Three Parallel Rivers World Heritage Site took place from 5-15 
April 2006. The mission was composed of IUCN/UNESCO representatives as requested by the 29th 
session of the Committee. The objective was to evaluate progress made on the conservation of the 
property as per recommendations of the Committee at the time of its inscription and to assess the 
impacts of planned dams on the outstanding universal values of the site, its integrity and downstream 
communities. 
 
The WHS was inscribed in 2003 on the basis of all four natural criteria. It is a serial site composed of 8 
clusters with a total area of around 1.7M ha. The Ministry of Construction is responsible for the 
management of the site with the assistance of other Ministries, Institutes, academics and the Yunnan 
World Heritage Site Management Committee Office (established in 2003) as well as a Management 
Bureau of some 60 staff operating out of three centres, one per prefecture.  
 
Based on the visit, meetings held pre and post site visit and during the visit, as well as from reading 
available materials, there are a number of threats to the conservation status of this World heritage 
property. A principal concern and cause for the mission was to assess whether proposed dams will 
have an impact on the WHS. The development plans as well as the associated environmental impact 
statements have not been approved nor made available for general review.  Hence, the Mission Team’s 
only basis of assessment was a rough sketch map of dam locations along the Nujiang River as 
submitted as part of the 2006 State Party Report to the Committee and assurances from officials 
accompanying the Mission that any future dams would not affect the WHS. The Mission Team visited 
potential dam locations along the Nujiang River up to the town of Bingzhongluo. The sites were 
identifiable by exploratory site drilling and tunnelling work and stockpiled equipment. These were 
purported to be at elevations and locations outside the boundary of the inscribed property and were 
noted by the State Party as not having direct impacts on the property itself. Yet, until plans are 
confirmed and environmental impact assessments become available for review, it is impossible to state 
categorically that dams on the Nujiang River will not impact the World Heritage Property.  
 
Conservation advances of note include: the completion of management plans for each of the properties 
(though not all are as yet approved); development of new management structures and regulations; 
enhanced funding commitments; resettlements of people from environmentally sensitive sites; 
reforestation initiatives; and a halted marble quarrying enterprise in the Bingzhongluo Area of the 
property. These examples of conservation advancements are clouded however by the as yet unreleased 
plans for hydro-development, status of mining activities within the World Heritage property and the 
integrity of the inscribed property’s boundaries. 
 
Though additional serial sites are being proposed by adding two peripheral sites, it is the alteration of 
the originally inscribed sites that is significant. The rationale given for the proposed changes to the 
inscribed boundaries were that the initial inscriptions were not fully researched and the proposals 
provide a more secure and integral site. However, the implications of such changes on the criteria used 
to list the site were not provided nor was it possible for the Mission to assess such implications. Of 
note, according to Chinese government documentation, the rationale for some of the proposed 
boundary changes is not so much conservation per se as the need to accommodate existing mining 
operations within some of the sub-units. The resulting area changes seem to amount to less than 20% 
of the originally inscribed areas, and raise issues of integrity of the original inscription and whether 
local needs are overriding obligations under the Convention. The proposed changes to boundaries raise 
the possibility of proposing the TPR WHS for inclusion on the List of World Heritage in Danger. 
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Accordingly, it is recommended that the Government of China provide a detailed report for the 2007 
Committee meeting on all proposed boundary changes to the inscribed properties and address any 
proposed additions with an analysis of the implications of the changes as to whether the four natural 
criteria used for listing the site are still applicable. If the final proposed boundary changes are major, 
the submission may require a formal extension of property submission and evaluation by IUCN. As 
well, hydro-development plans and associated environmental impact assessments need to be released 
as soon as possible to resolve outstanding uncertainties with a report to the WHC identifying the 
implications on the criteria used to inscribe the properties. To enhance understanding of the World 
Heritage Operating Guidelines, a workshop should be held that would also focus on management tools 
with particular reference to the application of management effectiveness principles. The government of 
China is encouraged to work closely with NGOs who are providing strong support and adding capacity 
to the management of the site. While the Mission noted the repeated commitment of accompanying 
officials to applying the stringent Chinese laws and policies towards the protection of the World 
Heritage Site, the evidence of intrusions from mining, tourism and proposed changes to inscribed 
boundaries and the lagging release of hydro-development plans, including the associated 
environmental assessments, continues to raise concerns about the future integrity of the inscribed 
property. The existing mining operations within some of the inscribed properties also suggest the 
possibility of listing the property on the List of World Heritage in Danger. 
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1) BACKGROUND TO THE MISSION 

a) Inscription history 
 
The Three Parallel Rivers World Heritage Site was inscribed in 2003 (27 COM 8C.4). The serial site 
consists of 15 protected areas in eight geographic clusters (1.7 mil. ha. in extent that included buffer 
zones) in the mountainous northwest of Yunnan Province. The site includes sections of the upper 
reaches of three great rivers of Asia -the Yangtze (Jinsha), Mekong (Lancang) and Salween (NuJiang). 
 

b) Inscription criteria and World Heritage values 
 
The World Heritage Committee inscribed the Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan Protected Areas, China 
on the World Heritage List on the basis of natural criteria (i), (ii), (iii) and (iv): 
 
The inscription was of a serial site consisting of fifteen protected areas in eight clusters that are 
provided protection by Chinese protected area designations of National Nature Reserves and the 
National Scenic Areas. The WH property boundaries match those of the National protected areas as 
presented in the map in Annex F. According to Chinese laws and regulations, Chinese protected areas 
are zoned into Core, Buffer and Experimental zones, The inscribed properties (map of Annex F) do not 
differentiate these zones, nor was there a description made available to the Mission as to whether 
different management or protection regimes were applied to the zones. The lack of clarity on this issue 
confuses the effort to assess impacts of proposed or actual developments. (Annex F): 
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Name of Protected Area Area (ha) Buffer (ha) 
Gaoligong Mountain  305,306.1 208,716.3 
Baimang-Meili Snow Mountain 267,507.8 81,511.0 
Laowoshan 17,426.1 31,735.0 
Yunling Mountain 31,346.0 58,441.4 
Laojunshan 44,265.7 87,161.0 
Haba Snow Mountain  28,356.3 73,419.1 
Red Mountain 205,603.8 159,083.6 
Qianhu Mountain 39,629.6 58,910.4 
Total 939,441.4 758,977.9 

 
c) Integrity issues raised in the IUCN evaluation report at time of inscription 

On inscription, the World Heritage Committee noted concerns over the nature and extent of future 
tourism and hydro development that may affect the nominated property; encouraged the continued 
refinement of the boundaries of the property, including the addition of other areas of equally high 
natural value, expansion of core zones and discussion of trans-boundary issues with neighbouring 
jurisdictions; and requested the Chinese authorities to invite a mission to: (i) review progress with 
implementation of management plans and, (ii) to assess revisions to the boundaries of the property; 
 

d) Examination of the State of Conservation by the World Heritage Committee and its 
Bureau (refer to previous State of Conservation reports etc.) 

 
The World Heritage Committee, at its 28th (28COM 15B.9) (Suzhou, 2004) meeting expressed grave 
concerns on the impacts that the proposed construction of dams could have on the outstanding 
universal value of this World Heritage property; and invited the State Party to respond to the calls of its 
academicians, conservationists and scientists and consider letting the Nujiang River continue to flow 
naturally through and beside the World Heritage area. At the same time the Committee recognized the 
importance of the energy sector for the development of the Yunnan Province and urged the Provincial 
and the Central Governments to seek alternatives to hydropower in order to ensure long-term 
protection of the property.  It subsequently requested the State Party to provide a report to the World 
Heritage Centre as soon as possible, but no later than 1 February 2005 on the status of dam 
construction in or around the World Heritage property for examination by the Committee at its 29th 
session in 2005. The State Party provided such a report. 
 
At the next World Heritage Committee meeting (29COM 7B.7) (Durban 2005), the Committee 
reiterated its grave concern on the impacts that the proposed construction of dams could have on the 
outstanding universal value and integrity of this World Heritage property and downstream 
communities. The committee also considers that any dam construction within the World Heritage 
property would provide a case for inclusion of the property in the List of World Heritage in Danger. 
The Committee thus requested the World Heritage Centre and IUCN to organize a joint reactive 
monitoring mission to the property in 2006 to evaluate progress made on the conservation of the 
property as per the implementation of the recommendations of the Committee at the time of its 
inscription in 2003.The Committee also requested that the State Party submit to the World Heritage 
Centre, by 1 February 2006, a comprehensive report on the examination and approval of the proposed 
dam projects. The report, with a sketch map, states that no dams with impacts on the WHS are planned.  
 

e) Justification of the mission: 
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The Mission’s mandate arises from decision 29COM 7B.7 asking the World Heritage Centre and 
IUCN to organize a reactive mission and in accordance with recommendations associated with the 
inscription of the Property (27 COM 8 C 4) that requested the Chinese authorities to invite a mission 
to: (i) review progress with implementation of management plans and (ii) to assess revisions to the 
boundaries of the property including addition of other areas expanding core zones and discussion of 
trans-boundary arrangements with other countries. 
 
2) NATIONAL POLICY FOR THE PRESERVATION AND MANAGEMENT OF THE 

WORLD HERITAGE PROPERTY 
 
Protected Areas Legislation: the National Protective Standards for Nature Reserves has been in effect 
since December 1st, 1994. It is worth noting that this legislation is undergoing a review with an 
intention of defining clearer directions and more precise accountabilities. This process has involved 
experts from academic institutions, relevant departments and levels of governments as well as a few 
foreign experts. 
 
The following are summary excerpts from the existing legislation. 
 

1. The Process for the Establishment of Natural Reserve on the National Level  
 

• A proposal first required from local government of provinces, prefecture and municipalities 
where the proposed natural reserve would be located.  

• The proposal would then be submitted to the Nature Reserve Administration of the State 
Council.  

• A National Nature Reserve Reviewing & Evaluating Committee would undertake an 
evaluation process, in coordination with the Environmental Protection Administration of the 
State Council. (This is the exact terminology used in the legislation document but they claim 
that SEPA and this are the same to large extent but this body has more power than SEPA). 

• The Nature Reserve Administration and Environmental Protection Administration of the State 
Council would together submit a report to the State Council for final approval.  

 
The Mission Team asked specifically as to procedures for altering existing protected area boundaries 
and was advised that proposals are subject to review by relevant experts.  Specifically, experts from the 
National Forestry Institute are expected to collect baseline data. Proposals are subsequently made and, 
when officials at the Prefecture level approve it is then followed by Provincial Government approval 
whereupon the National Government is then asked to approve. While conservation is the primary focus 
in these deliberations, livelihoods must be also considered. It was noted that public involvement is 
provided for within “Public Participation Government of China Protocols” and is carried out through 
local meetings and the involvement of relevant experts.  The Mission team was not advised that these 
protocols have been followed as yet for the proposed alterations to the World Heritage property. 
 

2. The Establishment of Nature Reserves at the Local Level  
 
• A proposal is required from local government of provinces, prefecture and municipalities 

where the proposed nature reserve would be located.  
• The proposal is then submitted to the Nature Reserve Bureau within local government.  
• A local Nature Reserve Reviewing & Evaluating Committee would evaluate the proposal in 

coordination with the local Environmental Protection Bureau.  
• The local Nature Reserve Bureau and the local Environmental Protection Bureau would 

together submit a report to local government for final approval.  
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• The report would also be sent to the Environmental Protection Administration and Nature 
Reserve Administration of the State Council for documenting.  

 
3. Facts and Procedures for the making of Master Plans for Nature Reserve Development 
 

• Nature Reserves are divided into Core Zone, Buffer Zone, and Experimental Zone  
• Core Zones are open only to scientific studies but on the condition of prior approval from the 

reserve management authority, and local government above the provincial level.  
• Buffer Zones are not open to tourism and business activities. Any entry for scientific purposes 

will be based on approvals of the reserve management authority.  
• Experimental zones are available for visits and tourism activities. However, for national level 

nature reserves, the reserve management authority is required to compile a proposal for such 
activities, which is then reviewed and approved by the Nature Reserve Bureau of local 
government of provinces, prefecture, and municipalities. It would subsequently be submitted to 
the Nature Reserve Administration of the State Council for approval.  

 
More pertinently, the provincial government of Yunnan promulgated in July 2005 regulations for the 
management of the WHS. The 2006 State Party statement to the WHC refers to these regulations. A 
commitment was made by the Secretary General of the China UNESCO Commission to provide an 
English copy of these regulations to the WHC prior to the July 2006 WHC meeting in Vilnius. 
 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA):  
 
Under Government of China laws and policies major projects cannot be started, until approved by the 
relevant authorities. Approval levels depend primarily on the scope and national implications of the 
proposals. For example, the development of hydropower of a river basin requires national level 
approvals. In contrast, approval of a tourism development may be either provincial or municipal. 
Exploratory work such as drilling and prospecting is allowed prior to any final decisions. It is not clear 
whether exploratory activities, with environmental and aesthetic implications, are pre-screened prior to 
approvals. The Mission visited potential dam sites that were pockmarked with tunnels and resulting 
slag piles, and in some cases accompanied with minor slides of earth and rock into the River. The 
exploration also includes drilling and coring of river bottoms. The ecological implications of such 
activities could be a concern for the effects it may have on fish populations through sediment deposit 
downstream. An EIA is a part of the planning and approval process. The State Environmental 
Protection Administration is responsible for approving associated EIAs.  
 
Large scale projects such as hydro-development of a river basin require national level approvals 
through the preparation of a basin level plan. Such plans must incorporate a planning level EIA - a 
strategic policy level EIA. Once this level of approval is achieved, specific projects plan including 
project level EIAs are prepared and approved. The latter addresses more specific issues of construction 
and operational impacts at the site level, while the strategic level EIA addresses the more global 
perspective that incorporates cumulative effects and international implications. Plans for the Nujiang 
River are under review within Government ministries and have as yet not been released to the general 
public.  
 
The issuing of the “Provisional Measures for Public Involvement in Environmental Impact 
Assessment” document (No. 2006[28]) by SEPA on February 14, 2006 is an important milestone in the 
evolution of the conduct of EIAs in China. These new measures encourage civil society to take part. 
SEPA is committed to ensure Chinese decision-making processes conform to these laws. It was not 
clear to the Mission how widely these new obligations were understood however. The delay in 
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approval and release of the River Basin Hydro-development plans may be an indication that the new 
requirements are having significant influence. 
 
Institutional framework: The National Park Division within the Ministry of Construction (MOC) 
though consisting of only eight staff is responsible for management of world heritage properties at the 
national level and is the principal contact for the WHC. However, as noted below, the accountability 
for the management of the site is shared among other Ministries and jurisdictions. 
 
Management structure: Accountabilities are dispersed among different Ministries and levels of 
jurisdiction. These range from the MOC responsibility at the national level, to academics of Institutes 
and Universities that are called on for scientific input, to the National Forestry Bureau that is usually 
responsible for wildlife and forest management issues at the site level. The State Environmental 
Protection Administration oversees Environmental Impact Assessments at both the planning levels and 
the project levels. At the provincial level other players are involved including in particular the Yunnan 
World Heritage Management Committee and the Management Bureau of the Three Parallel Rivers 
WHS that operates three Centers and has over 60 staff. Staff includes specialists in law enforcement, 
and various other areas. 
 
Response to the recognition of values under international treaties and programmes (World 
Heritage Convention, Ramsar Convention, Biosphere Reserve etc.): Most of the designations under 
such are officially recognized but with limited identification of such on site and with limited capacity.  

 
3) IDENTIFICATION AND ASSESSMENT OF ISSUES / THREATS 
 
Management effectiveness:  
 
The principles of management effectiveness are not operational in the management of this WHS. The 
site is three years old and the management plan for the property, though completed has yet to receive 
final approval.  The managers of these areas understand principles of setting objectives and targets but 
without approvals of the specific plans, implementation is on hold. Plans were all in Chinese and it is 
not clear whether measurable objectives are part of the plans. 
 
Management planning covers an unusually long time frame - a 20 to 25 year cycle. There was no 
evidence provided of having to review and revise plans in the interim. The preparation of management 
plans begins normally with scientific institutes providing the required information. The actual writing 
of the plan is done in collaboration with universities and in some cases included local representatives 
of The Nature Conservancy (TNC). The process of management plan approval is cumbersome without 
clearly defined accountabilities – much input is sought from Ministries as well as affected jurisdictions 
but the actual decision process appears to be very diffuse. Public input is normally focussed on 
communities or organizations not individuals. 
 
Monitoring of areas seems to be at the top of the list of management activities but focused on physical 
phenomena such as fires, landslides, floods and people related activities (including resettlement). 
Pristine areas were viewed as areas that did not require monitoring. In effect, the status of wildlife 
populations and ecosystem processes are not effectively monitored beyond occasional recorded 
observations. Ecological objectives do not seem to be included among the protected area management 
objectives. The large size and remoteness of sites has pushed a dependence on remote sensing 
technology for monitoring. Training on such approaches has been provided though support in part by 
the Dutch ITC. The Mission had requested through the WHC for satellite images covering the 
property. These have not been made available to date.  
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Positive or negative developments in the conservation of the property since the last report to the 
World Heritage Committee 
 
Funding: 
An Ecological Conservation Fund is operating at the National Level with funds dispensed through 
Ecological Commissioners at the local level. This Fund is used primarily to alleviate the effects of 
subsistence cultivation on steep slopes. Once people are resettled from slopes with a gradient of over 
25% these areas are rehabilitated through reforestation. Further targets of the fund include resettling 
people out of areas above 2000m. Some such areas are inscribed as part of the World Heritage 
property.  
 
The Yunnan Provincial Government makes funds available to the management of the WHS as a line 
item in its budget. Amounts are tied to the GDP, though other modest sources of funding were 
acknowledged. The staff of the Mt Gaoligong Natural Reserve District visited by the Mission stated 
that funding levels for their District had increased since the inscription of the WHS. Actual budget 
numbers, though requested, were not made available other than expenditures on monitoring at 3 
million Yuan per year. Other expenditures focus on planning, training and the management centre staff 
in particular. Chinese authorities view “Poverty alleviation” expenditures such as the above referenced 
resettlement efforts as an important contributor to conservation. 
 
Management Plans: 
Protected Area Management Planning involves multiple levels of approvals that are not time bound. 
This causes an agonizingly slow approval process. Hence while all management plans have been 
completed, not all have been approved. At the point of the Mission, the status of management plans 
was as follows: 

• an overall master plan approved in 2005;  
• Yunnan level approvals exist for Baima-Meili Snow Mountain, Gaoligoong Mountain 

(Bingzhongluo) and Laojun Mountain; and 
• Plans for Laowo Mountain, Yunling, Haba Snow Mountian, Qianhushan Mountain and 

Gaoligong Mountain (Pianma and Shiyueliang) are complete and with the Yunnan 
Government for approval.  

 
Various universities and agencies, including the TNC located in Kunming, Yunnan Province, 
undertake management planning preparation. The results are a set of independent plans for each sub-
unit. Only copies in Chinese were available so it was not possible to review these. Each plan has a 
different look and not one of them had the WH symbol on the cover. 
 
New protected area legislation is under development that introduces time lines for approvals. While 
this may shorten the planning process, the retention of the complexity of approvals and inputs from 
multiple departments and jurisdictions will continue to prolong the period of preparation and approval. 
Management plans dictate actions on the ground. However, from the time the plans are written it may 
take as much as two to three years to get approvals. While actions to modify or develop a site cannot 
take place legally prior to final approval, there appears to be evidence of impatience by local 
government authorities. Tourism and mining developments are testimony to this. 
 
Without precise plans and the accompanying EIA it is not possible to clearly state that there will not be 
impacts of dams on the World Heritage properties. Of note, the State Party in their February 1, 2006 
report to the WHC commits to not consider building dams with impacts on the WH properties. This 
commitment is somewhat clouded by the uncertainty over the actual location of boundaries of the 
inscribed properties. Boundaries are not demarcated on the ground other than an occasional small 
cairn, new boundaries for existing Chinese protected areas are being proposed. A further confusing 
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factor is that the National protected areas boundaries do not coincide with what Chinese officials 
showed to be the WH boundaries. Maps with delineated contours are unavailable for national security 
reasons and satellite images were not made available to the Mission.  
 
Mining: 
Parts of the inscribed World Heritage property are under threat from mining developments. A Yunnan 
Provincial document (“Protective Standards for the “Three-River-in-Parallel” World Heritage 
Site of Yunnan Province” adopted by the Yunnan People’s Congress on October 24th, 2005) identifies 
mines operating within the property, in particular the Red Mountain Sub-Unit. The document 
recognizes these incursions as contravening world heritage conservation values and is proposing 
significant revisions to the boundaries of a number of the serial Sites within the World Heritage 
property (Annex G). On asking for clarification as to the location of a potential large copper lead zinc 
mine, the response was that the project is under review that includes consideration for the protection of 
the WH property and no decisions have been taken. 
 
Tourism: 
Tourism initiatives are a top priority among officials as a means of generating a financial return from 
the World Heritage designation. Tourism operators in advertisements use the WHS designation for 
activities that are primarily focused on the development zones between the serial inscribed sites. The 
Mission was advised that tourism development plans within the Nature Reserves are not usual; the 
focus is more within the buffer zones, and the experimental zones. Locations of these zones within the 
inscribed WH property are not delineated.  
 
There are reported activities of efforts to drive the endangered golden monkey into areas conducive to 
viewing opportunities for visitors. Such activities may lead to the habituation of the species that in the 
long term may have detrimental effects. Another example brought to the attention of the Mission Team 
through a copy of a letter addressed to SEPA was the building of gondola access into the Mt. 
Qianhushan Sub-Area. Apparently construction had started in advance of approvals. This development 
seems to have failed with the operator withdrawing from the project after local populations lodged 
complaints with the assistance of an NGO.  
 
Resident populations: 
The inscription documentation references that some 278,000 people inhabited approximately 40% of 
the protected areas within the property while 36,000 inhabitants reside in the core zones (mostly 
engaged in subsistence agriculture). This population is mostly poor, living on incomes well below the 
national minimum income levels and the betterment of their livelihoods is a government priority with 
an overriding perspective that conservation objectives can only be achieved if poverty is alleviated. 
The focus of resettling people out of the areas above 2000m is presented as important for conservation 
as well as poverty alleviation. To be sure, the options for resettlement within the Nujiang River Valley 
are limited as there is little, if any, unoccupied arable land available within the valley. Flooding of land 
as a result of hydro developments will put even more pressure on land allocation options. The inscribed 
WHS property is not to be flooded and thus will be one of the remaining choices for allocations, 
leading to increased pressures on the World Heritage inscribed properties. 
 
Factors affecting integrity and/or authenticity for which the property was inscribed: 
 

Dams: The World Heritage Site is named after three major rivers that run roughly parallel, 
north to south, through steep gorges, which in places are 3,000 m deep. However, the Rivers 
for the most part are excluded from the WH inscribed areas (see maps Annexes E, F). Yet, the 
name of the WH property incorporates references to the three Rivers and so this leads to 
confusion and assumptions that proposed hydro developments on the three rivers will have 
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effects on the WHS. The Mission was advised that the inscribed areas in the Nujiang Valley 
are above 2000m and so the areas below the first bend of the Nujiang and the town of 
Bingzhongluo are well below the proposed flooding of possible dams to be built (still 
unapproved and thus of course not constructed). The State Party’s sketch map accompanying 
the WHC requested February 2006 Report shows a choice of possible dam locations in the 
Nujiang Valley as being outside of the inscribed WH property. On that map two dams are 
proposed for the Nujiang upstream from the inscribed property. Mr. Kong Quan, spokesman 
for the Foreign Ministry at a press conference on the 12th of January, 2006 reiterated the 
commitment to Chinese Government laws and policies in the development of the Nujiang 
River. 
 
The master hydro-development plan for the Nujiang Valley, initially prepared in 2000 
continues to lack official approval and until this plan is approved exact plans and possible 
impacts cannot be either confirmed or denied. The Government of China’s Provisional 
Measures for Public Involvement in Environmental Impact Assessment (Document No. 
2006 [28] issued by the State Environmental Protection Administration on February 14, 2006 
and in force since March, 2006 spells out clear procedures for gathering and publicising public 
input. From all accounts this is a step that has as yet not been accomplished. While the EIA has 
not been released for comment, a SEPA official informed the Mission that the EIA review is 
being processed, and that to date only “minor” aquatic impacts have been identified.  
 
Without access to the EIA document, it is equally difficult to be specific about possible 
indirect effects of dam construction, the ensuing resettlement from flooded areas and required 
road realignments, fish and species migration, habitat changes, and ecosystem processes such 
as hydrological changes and seismic activities. Sources of materials for dam, road and other 
associated construction will lead to blasting for rocks, creating borrow pits, construction of 
roads and housing workers. While much effort is focused presently on resettling people from 
sensitive ecological lands, flooding will affect many settlements along the River valleys. The 
lack of unoccupied arable land in the valley would lead to additional pressures for resettlement 
on the non-flooded lands, most of which will be in the World Heritage properties, as these are 
not to be flooded according to the State Report. Fish migration is a particular concern given the 
richness of fish species and their high endemism; 48 fish species with 16 endemic species, 
evolved in fast flowing cold water. As the Nujiang River is an international river, proposed 
dams downstream in Myanmar may already affect fish migration. Upstream dams above the 
inscribed property will likely affect water flows and thus reduce the aesthetic qualities of the 
property.  
 
Of particular note is the proposed Maji dam, the first proposed dam down stream from the 
inscribed property. If built, it would be 300m high at a 1450m elevation thus within 250m of 
the 2000m contour that defines the inscribed properties in the Nujiang Valley. To move the 
road up slope over the dam to permit continued access to the upper reaches of the valley would 
be a considerable challenge and have to be monitored for impacts on the WH property. Though 
tunneling is considered an option, the specifics will need to be reviewed as the dam projects 
move forward for approval. 
 
In the meantime, there is much evidence of hydro development exploratory activities along the 
Nujiang River. Tunneling, boring, temporary lodging, stockpiling of materials and access road 
construction, are in evidence and are continuing on a daily basis. These activities are being 
undertaken well below the 2000M and so do not have any direct impacts on the WH property. 
While the segments of the Nujiang that bear the brunt of the construction and exploratory work 
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are not inscribed in the WHS, the work is clearly impacting the aesthetic values of the River 
Valley and thus, criterion (iii).  
 
The Rivers are the principal attraction of the area. Narrow winding roads snake the length of 
the Rivers and provide for many superlative views of the gorges through which the Rivers 
flow. In the lower reaches of the River, the actual inscribed sites are not readily visible from 
the roads as smaller mountain ranges immediately next to the Rivers block the view. The 
exploratory activities as well as existing and new tributary diversions into over a dozen small 
power plants along the River affect the aesthetics of the valley. The subsistence agriculture, the 
disturbance of slopes from construction and normal slides and rock falls of the very steep 
slopes of the gorge lead to increased levels of river siltation. The immediate change from the 
normal blue colour (due to glacial dust) of the Nujiang River to silty brown immediately after 
an overnight rain was dramatic. Levels of siltation raise questions of dam longevity.  
 
Should dam construction proceed it will of course have significant aesthetic impacts during 
construction and post construction. The overall impact is that a free flowing river will be 
altered into a series of reservoirs. Potential tourism interests in river rafting or kayaking will as 
a result be foregone. As well, fish migration and associated fishing opportunities of local 
residents will be halted unless addressed in the construction and post management regime. 
 
Boundary changes: This is a fundamental issue affecting the integrity of the WHS. Inscription 
boundaries are in a proposed stage of adjustment going forward for Government of China 
approval. Significant changes are proposed for a number of the serial sites. The proposed 
changes will result in a 20% reduction of the original inscribed property, which is significant 
(See Annex G). When asked to explain the proposed changes, the response was that the 2003 
inscriptions were of remote areas and actual boundaries were not fully demarcated and a final 
plan could not be completed at the time. There was also a statement by officials that these 
areas need to be in accord with the laws and regulations of Government of China and ratified 
by provincial governments. Yet according to the document entitled “Protective Standards for 
the “Three-River-in-Parallel” World Heritage Site of Yunnan Province” adopted by the 
Yunnan People’s Congress on October 24th, 2005, there is an equally important driver – 
namely the development of mines and hydropower. 
 
One of the more significant proposed boundary changes is the splitting of the Gaoligong 
Mountains protection regime along the Myanmar Border from continuous protection into two 
separate protected Areas. Further, the proposed alteration of the Mt. Gong National Scenic 
Area’s boundary away from the Myanmar border precludes trans-boundary opportunities for 
this area that was an interest of the WHC on inscription. Truncating this protected area 
effectively splits the continuous protection regime and is equivalent to proposing an additional 
serial site to the TPR WH. 
 
Another significant change is the contraction of the Red Mountain Sub-Unit and the complete 
revision of the Mt. Yunling Sub-unit boundaries. Changes to other Units are in evidence as 
well. 
 
The Mission was advised that there were plans to add the MAB sites focused on the Southern 
Tengchong Gaoligong Mountain Nature Reserve and the Dali Cang Mountain Nature Reserve 
and thus result in ten separate component regions made up of 17 protected areas. The 
documentation for the existing sites and proposed additions suggest that all protected areas are 
IUCN category I or II protected areas. This needs to be revisited, as most of the inhabited areas 
are sustainable use areas, i.e. Category Vs or VIs and not I or IIs. 
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Actual boundaries of the WHS are confusing. Officials stressed that the boundaries of the 
WHS in the Nujiang Valley were set at 2000m therein. While contours are used to demarcate 
boundaries, maps with contours are not in the public domain as there is concern over 
sovereignty and security. Further, despite the map in Annex G identifying a common boundary 
of WH properties with National protected areas, the boundaries of existing protected areas in 
the valleys do not necessarily match those of the WH properties.  
 
In one case where the Mission Team got high enough up the slope, along the road to the 
Dulong Valley from the town of Gongshan, the Mission Team was shown a WHS boundary 
marker, well within and up the slope from the boundary of the Mt. Gaoligong Nature Reserve 
that is marked by a ranger outpost with clear demarcations. Yet, the Gong Mountain National 
Scenic Area, which is below the Nature reserve, is inscribed as part of the WHS (Annex G) 
and thus the boundary in reality at that location is much lower than what was shown the 
Mission. This particular example put into question as to whether the 2000m contour was used 
to demarcate the WH inscribed properties. Oddly, questions of clarification were asked of the 
Mission Team as to whether the Buffer Zones were a part of the inscribed WHS. A copy of the 
2003 inscription decision was shared with officials in support of the Mission Teams 
understanding that the buffer zones were indeed part of the inscribed WHS. 
 
Mining: According to the document entitled “Protective Standards for the “Three-River-
in-Parallel” World Heritage Site of Yunnan Province” adopted by the Yunnan People’s 
Congress on October 24th, 2005 the Red Mountain Sub-Unit contains a number of small 
operating mines within the Unit. The document suggests significant shift of boundaries to the 
WHS primarily to avoid conflict with conservation values of the WHS. The above October 24th 
document references that changes to the boundaries will assure that it is not within the zone of 
protection. A map (ANNEX H) of operational mines in that sub-unit and others was made 
available to the Mission after the field visit and so could not be verified on site.  
 
On enquiry of officials regarding a large copper/lead-zinc mining proposal in the vicinity of 
the Red mountain subunit, the response was that the Government of China was undertaking 
planning and assessment proposals prior to approvals. Officials strongly stated that all 
developments would respect Government of China laws and policies including commitments 
under the World Heritage Convention. Yet, the document referenced above seems to contradict 
this. 
 
Signage: The only WH Symbol viewed by the Mission Team was displayed on a sign near the 
first bend of the Yangtze River, some 10-15 Km away from the actual boundary of the WHS. 
Yet, where roads penetrate the actual site, there are no boundary markers with the WH symbol 
or a sign explaining the significance if the Site. While no effort is evident in identifying the 
WHS, there are many who exploit the name of the TPR in brochures and other forms of 
tourism advertisements and offers. The issue is that one can’t tell where the WHS actually is 
on the ground. Clear Boundary demarcation and appropriate signage are very important 
elements of the effective management of World heritage properties, let alone protected areas. 
 
Signage along actual boundaries is limited to a few cairn markers.  Unclear delineation of 
boundaries is likely a factor of some of the development incursions reported in the media and 
by NGOs and by the Chinese government documentation. To demarcate the WHS by a cut line 
with signs would be prohibitively expensive. However, as a minimum and a start, entry points 
along roads, trails and rivers, should have a prominent sign (including the WH symbol). This 
should be a minimum standard for all Units. 
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4) ASSESSMENT OF THE STATE OF CONSERVATION OF THE PROPERTY 

The Property seems to have been inscribed before the State Party had fully defined what was to 
be included and what regimes were to be applied to the protection of the Sites. Boundary 
changes are being proposed. There is a level of confusion among some of the officials we met 
on boundaries as well as whether buffer zones were included in the original inscription. 
Contours maps are not available to help the delineation of areas. Further, as the Three Parallel 
Rivers Sites are split among three prefectures, local jurisdictions approach responsibilities for 
the parts of the property in a variable way. For example, mining developments have been 
permitted within the serial sites in Deqing Prefecture. Rather than close down these mining 
operations, the response is to modify the boundaries of the serial site. Tourism is managed at 
the local level and it is not clear whether this industry is fully regulated. 
 

5) CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 

a) Proposed changes to the TPR WHS boundaries pose a potentially serious implication for the 
integrity of the site. The Mission Team was unable to get a sense of the implications of the 
proposed changes on the inscription criteria. The proposed additions of new areas and 
contraction of inscribed properties seem at a superficial glance not to be altering the total area 
by 20%.  However, an assessment is needed of the implications of proposed changes for the 
criteria used to inscribe the property. The Government of China should be requested to submit 
a report to the WHC by February 1st 2007 that defines clearly the proposed changes to the 
boundaries of the various protected areas of each sub-unit (including on a map at an 
appropriate scale), including how these changes will affect each of the criteria for which the 
property was inscribed on the World Heritage list 

 
b) At the time of the Mission, the Nujiang River Basin planning, including the EIA, was not yet 

released. Without such firm plans and the uncertainty around WH property boundaries the 
Mission Team could not definitely determine that proposed dams and their construction would 
not affect the World Heritage Site. Officials were open in showing proposed sites for dams; the 
exploratory work and spoke with confidence that all planned sites were well below the WHS 
boundary contours.  The Government of China should be encouraged to release the plans for 
the Nujiang River Vally, including the EIA, as soon as possible for review and comment. On 
the release of the plans and the associated EIA, the Government of China should be requested 
to submit a report clearly describing (including on a contour map of an appropriate scale) the 
dams which have been finally approved for construction and their impacts on the World 
Heritage property, especially its Outstanding Universal Values and integrity.  

 
c) Officials expressed to the Mission Team strong commitments to meeting the obligations under 

the World Heritage Convention through the application of its strong laws and regulations. 
Further examples of commitment given were the high level of Government participation with 
the Mission from the UNESCO Commission and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Department 
of External Affairs as well as the timely response to requests for reports by the World Heritage 
Committee. The latter reiterates a commitment to the conservation of the World Heritage Site 
and not to build dams with direct impacts on the World Heritage property in the Nujiang 
Valley. Yet, there is evidence of these laws being transgressed as evidenced by the mining 
operations in some of the World Heritage sub-units. Unless the ongoing mining operations are 
dealt with under these laws, the WH property should be considered for listing as endangered. 
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d) Signage along actual boundaries is limited to a few small boundary cairns that in fact may not 
represent the inscribed property. Media and other sources of reported incursions by miners, 
tourist developers and likely local residents may be the result of not having a clear delineation 
of boundaries. A fundamental basis of law in dealing with the integrity of a protection regime 
for a designated area is to have a clear definition of what is included and what is not. The 
Mission Team recognizes that to demarcate the WH property by a surveyed marked cut line 
would be prohibitively expensive. Nevertheless more needs to be done to identify the WH 
property. Entry points into the World Heritage properties along roads, trails and rivers, should 
be identified by a prominent sign that includes the WH symbol and a clear statement of 
prohibitions is strongly encouraged. 

 
e) The Mission team did not get a sense that the officials most intimately associated with the 

management of the site had a full understanding of the WHS Operational Guidelines. For 
example, neither proposed boundary alterations nor recently promulgated laws and policies 
affecting the WHS were being shared with the WHC. The Mission team devoted time to 
explain some of the obligations under the WHC, the implications of a reactive mission, the role 
of IUCN as an advisor to the WHC and the importance of communication with the WHC. The 
Chinese Government in cooperation with WHC, IUCN and ICCROM is encouraged to hold a 
workshop on the application of the WH Operational Guidelines.  

 
f) China is reviewing its legislative framework for protected areas and is including experts from 

within and outside of China, including IUCN. The Convention on Biodiversity (CBD) 
Programme of Work on Protected Areas in itself is relevant to these legislative reforms. China 
is commended and encouraged to continue to explore means of strengthening its legislative 
and policy framework for protected areas and in particular the management of their WHS.  

 
g) The CBD Programme of Work identifies and recognizes the value of a series of tools that 

when applied can assist in the management of protected areas. Each of the tools warrants a 
closer look but the particularly valuable tool of management effectiveness would be an 
important first focus as assistance to the management of the WHS that would also help in the 
obligatory periodic reporting under the WHC. China is encouraged to work with partners such 
as IUCN and NGOs (TNC, CI, WWF) to undertake an assessment of management effectiveness 
of WHS and to modify the management regime according to ensuing results. 

 
h) NGOs are actively assisting in capacity building and in strengthening the management of the 

WHS. For example, The Nature Conservancy has been involved in the preparation of 
management plans, which could be utilized by the government.  Conservation International is 
leading a project to look at identifying other means of sustainable financing through looking at 
the payment for ecosystem services. WWF is involved in the area as well. Local NGOs are 
focused on the effects of decisions on people, biodiversity conservation as well as the future of 
the free flowing rivers. China is encouraged to support the work of the NGOs and to continue 
to work with these dedicated non-government organizations to assure the protection of the 
WHS.  

 
i) The Mission spent a few days along the Nujiang River and then in the Lijiang area and mostly 

in the company of Chinese Government Officials. Some elements of the civil society were also 
consulted. This was not enough to gain a complete understanding of all the issues associated 
with the inscribed property. Relevant documentation was in Chinese, not all sites were visited 
and the Tiger Leaping Gorge dam site on the Yangtze was not accessible due to closed roads. 
To complete the state of conservation assessment, additional existing information would help 
the WHC in assessing the state of conservation of the property. China is requested to provide 
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copies to the WHC, in advance of the 2006 WH meeting, of the following related to the 
property 

(1)  recent satellite imagery covering the inscribed properties 
(2)  copies of the approved management plans,  
(3)  appropriate scaled contour maps with inscribed property boundary delineations,  
(4)  the 2005 Yunnan Provincial regulations affecting the WH property  
(5)  “Protective Standards for the “Three-River-in-Parallel” World Heritage Site of 

Yunnan Province” adopted by the Yunnan People’s Congress on October 24th, 2005 
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6) ANNEXES 
 
ANNEX A – Terms of Reference for a Joint UNESCO/IUCN Reactive Monitoring Mission to 
Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan Protected Areas, China 
 
Undertake a UNESCO/IUCN Reactive Monitoring Mission from 6 to 15 April 2006 in China to the 
World Heritage property of Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan Protected Areas. The mission should:  
 

(i) Assess the state of conservation of this property and particularly the potential impacts 
of the proposed construction of dams as requested by the World Heritage Committee 
in July 2005. The impacts of other activities, including the copper mine and tourism 
infrastructure, should also be assessed; 

 
(ii) Hold consultations with the Chinese authorities and relevant stakeholders in 

examining the progress made in the implementation of previous decisions of the 
World Heritage Committee, i.e., 27 COM 8C.4, 28 COM 15B.9 and 29 COM 7B.7 
(copies attached); 

 
(iii) Assess progress made in conducting environmental impact assessment (EIA) of the 

proposed construction of dams and their impacts on the outstanding universal value of 
the property; and provide advice as necessary to the Chinese authorities in seeking 
alternatives to hydropower in order to ensure long-term protection of the biodiversity 
and ecosystem of the property, and provide advice – in the event that some dams 
might be built – in how they might be constructed and operated so as to ensure 
minimal social and environmental impact. For this, the mission team needs to obtain a 
complete copy of the EIA and other relevant documents;  

 
(iv) Review progress with the completion and implementation of management plans for 

the remaining six protected areas of the property and the revision of  the General 
Management Plan; 

 
(v) Follow up with the State Party on the request by the World Heritage Committee in its 

Decision 27 COM 8C.4, Paragraph 4 to redefine the boundaries of the property, 
including the addition of other areas of equally high natural value, expansion of core 
zones and discussion of transboundary issues with neighbouring jurisdictions; 

 
(vi) Assess whether conditions warrant for inclusion of the property on the List of World 

Heritage in Danger in accordance with the provisions of paragraphs 177-191 of the 
Operational Guidelines (February 2005); 

 
(vii) Make recommendations to the and the World Heritage Committee for a better 

conservation and management of the property, particularly on the corrective measures 
to be taken for the sustainable protection of the biodiversity and ecosystem of the 
property; 

 
(viii) Prepare a joint report on the findings and recommendations of this Reactive 

Monitoring Mission following the attached format and submit it to the UNESCO 
World Heritage Centre and IUCN Headquarters by 30 April 2006 at the latest in hard 
copy and an electronic version.  

 
ANNEX B.  Extracts of Decisions relevant to Mission  
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29COM 7B.7  
Decision Text 
The World Heritage Committee, 
1. Having examined Document WHC-05/29.COM/7B.Rev, 
2. Recalling its Decision 28 COM 15B.9, adopted at its 28th session (Suzhou, 2004); 
3. Reiterates its grave concern on the impacts that the proposed construction of dams could have on the 
outstanding universal value and integrity of this World Heritage property and downstream 
communities, and considers that any dam construction within the World Heritage property would 
provide a case for inclusion of the property in the List of World Heritage in Danger; 
4. Requests the World Heritage Centre and IUCN to organize a joint reactive monitoring mission to the 
property in 2006 to evaluate progress made on the conservation of the property as per in the 
implementation of the recommendations of the Committee at the time of its inscription in 2003; 
5. Requests the State Party of China to submit to the World Heritage Centre, by 1February 2006, a 
comprehensive report on the examination and approval of the proposed dam projects, so that the 
Committee can examine the state of conservation of the property at its 30th session (Vilnius, 2006). 
 
28COM 15B.9  
Decision Text 
The World Heritage Committee, 
1. Expresses its gravest concerns on the impacts that the proposed construction of dams could have on 
the outstanding universal value of this World Heritage property; 
2. Invites the State Party to respond to the calls of its academicians, conservationists and scientists and 
consider letting the Nu Jiang River continue to flow naturally through and beside the World Heritage 
area;  
3. Recognizes the importance of the energy sector in the development of the Yunnan Province and 
urges the Provincial and the Central Governments to seek alternatives to hydropower in order to ensure 
long-term protection of the Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan Protected Areas which harbours the 
richest biodiversity assemblage in China and may be the most biologically diverse 
temperate ecosystem in the world;  
4. Requests the State Party to provide a report to the World Heritage Centre as soon as possible, but no 
later than 1 February 2005 on the status of dam construction in or around the World Heritage property 
for examination by the Committee at its 29th session in 2005. 
 
27COM 8C.4  
Decision Text 
The World Heritage Committee, 
1. Inscribes the Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan Protected Areas, China on the World Heritage 
List on the basis of natural  criteria (i), (ii), (iii) and  (iv): 

Criterion (i): The property is of outstanding value for displaying the geological history of the 
last 50 million years associated with the collision of the Indian Plate with the Eurasian Plate, 
the closure of the ancient Tethys Sea, and the uplifting of the Himalaya Range and the Tibetan 
Plateau. These were major geological events in the evolution of the land surface of Asia and 
they are on-going. The diverse rock types within the property record this history and, in 
addition, the range of karst, granite monolith, and Danxia sandstone landforms in the alpine 
zone include some of the best of their type in the mountains of the world.  
Criterion (ii): The dramatic expression of ecological processes in the Three Parallel Rivers 
property has resulted from a mix of geological, climatic and topographical effects. First, the 
location of the area within an active orographic belt has resulted in a wide range of rock 
substrates from igneous (four types) through to various sedimentary types including 
limestones, sandstones and conglomerates. An exceptional range of topographical features - 
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from gorges to karst to glaciated peaks -- is associated with the property being at a "collision 
point" of tectonic plates. Add the fact that the area was a Pleistocene refugium and is located 
at a biogeographical convergence zone (i.e. with temperate and tropical elements) and the 
physical foundations for evolution of its high biodiversity are all present. Along with the 
landscape diversity with a steep gradient of almost 6000m vertical, a monsoon climate affects 
most of the area and provides another favourable ecological stimulus that has allowed the full 
range of temperate Palearctic biomes to develop.  
Criterion (iii): The deep, parallel gorges of the Jinsha, Lancang and Nu Jiang are the 
outstanding natural feature of the property; while large sections of the three rivers lie just 
outside the property boundaries, the river gorges are nevertheless the dominant scenic element 
in the area. High mountains are everywhere, with the glaciated peaks of the Meili, Baima and 
Haba Snow Mountains providing a spectacular scenic skyline. The Mingyongqia Glacier is a 
notable natural phemonenon, descending to 2700 m altitude from Mt Kawagebo (6740 m), and 
is claimed to be the glacier descending to the lowest altitude for such a low latitude (28° N) in 
the northern hemisphere. Other outstanding scenic landforms are the alpine karst (especially 
the 'stone moon' in the Moon Mountain Scenic Area above the Nu Jiang Gorge) and the 
'tortoise shell' weathering of the alpine Danxia.  
Criterion (iv): Northwest Yunnan is the area of richest biodiversity in China and may be the 
most biologically diverse temperate region on earth. The property encompasses most of the 
natural habitats in the Hengduan Mountains, one of the world's most important remaining 
areas for the conservation of the earth's biodiversity. The outstanding topographic and 
climatic diversity of the property, coupled with its location at the juncture of the East Asia, 
Southeast Asia, and Tibetan Plateau biogeographical realms and its function as a N-S corridor 
for the movement of plants and animals (especially during the ice ages), marks it as a truly 
unique landscape, which still retains a high degree of natural character despite thousands of 
years of human habitation. As the last remaining stronghold for an extensive suite of rare and 
endangered plants and animals, the property is of outstanding universal value.  

 
The inscription is for fifteen protected areas in eight clusters: 
 
Name of Protected Area Area (ha) Buffer 

(ha) 
Gaoligong Mountain  305,306.1 208,716.3 
Baimang-Meili Snow 
Mountain 

267,507.8 81,511.0 

Laowoshan 17,426.1 31,735.0 
Yunling Mountain 31,346.0 58,441.4 
Laojunshan 44,265.7 87,161.0 
Haba Snow Mountain  28,356.3 73,419.1 
Red Mountain 205,603.8 159,083.6 
Qianhu Mountain 39,629.6 58,910.4 
Total 939,441.4 758,977.9 
 
2. Commends the Chinese authorities for the planning initiatives made to date and encourages 
completion of the remaining six protected area management plans and a revision of the General 
Management Plan; 
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3. Notes concerns over the nature and extent of future tourism and hydro development that may affect 
the nominated property; 
 
4. Encourages the continued refinement of the boundaries of the property, including the addition of 
other areas of equally high natural value, expansion of core zones and discussion of transboundary 
issues with neighbouring jurisdictions; 
 
5. Requests the Chinese authorities to invite a mission in 3-4 years time to: (i) review progress with 
implementation of management plans and, (ii) to assess revisions to the boundaries of the property; 
 
6. Commends the cooperative efforts of The Nature Conservancy, the World Wildlife Fund, the Global 
Environmental Facility and others for their assistance in strengthening the efforts of the Chinese 
authorities. 
 
ANNEX C – Itinerary and Programme 
 
Travel Itinerary for the Visit to the Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan Protected Areas 
Date Activity Notes 
April 6 
 

N. Lopoukhine arrives in Beijing at 3:30PM.  Met by IUCN Beijing Administrative 
Officer Duanduan, transported to Hotel by 
Taxi 

April 7 
9:00 
9:30 
 
14:00 
17:00 

 
Arrive in IUCN office  
Meet with stakeholders through lunch (see list below ) 
Lopoukhine briefing from John Dore, SethCook 
Lopoukhine met with Xie Yan (VC WCPA) on WCPA 
issues 
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Travel Itinerary for the Visit to the Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan Protected Areas 
April 8 
 

Arrive Kunming, 
meeting in the afternoon 

Overnight in Harbour Plaza Hotel 

April 9, 
  
07:10 
08:30 
11 :30 
12:30 
  
  
18:30 

Fly Kunming to Baoshan, and Drive from Baoshan 
City to Nujiang Prefecture  
Fly to Baoshan 
Breakfast 
Lunch 
Visit proposed dam construction sites (in Lushui, 
Yabiluo, Bijiang and Fugong) on the Nujiang River 
trunk stream en route to Fugong. 
Dinner 

Staying overnight in Fugong County 

April 10 Drive from Fugong County to Bingzhongluo. 
07:30 
08:00 
08:30 
 
 
 
 
 
12:00 
13:30 
 
 
 
 
15:30 
  
16:30 
18:30 
21:00 

Get up 
Breakfast 
Drive to Bingzhongluo 
(En route visit to the sites for ecological resettlements 
in Chiheidi and Maji Township, and local 
communities in Fugong County; Local residents will 
be invited to introduce conservation status in the 
area) 
Lunch 
Drive further to Bingzhongluo. 
(En route visit to the First Bend on Nujiang River, 
the Shimen (Stone Gate) Pass, Wuli Village, the 
Ancient Tea and Horse Road and so on in the vicinity 
of Bingzhongluo.)  
Visit to the Management Office for the Natural 
Forest Protection Program in Bingzhongluo. 
Visit to Jiasheng Village in Bingzhongluo 
Dinner 
Return to Gongshan County 

Staying overnight Gongshan County 

April 11 Drive from Gongshan to Liuku. 
07:00 
07:30 
08:00 
12:00 
14:30 
 
 
16:00 
 
 
 
18:00 
21:00 

Get up 
Breakfast 
Drive to Liuku 
Lunch 
Visit to the Management Center of the Nujiang 
Section of the Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan 
Protected areas 
Discussion with relevant departments and villager 
representatives in the prefecture and county (on the 
protection of and development in the world heritage 
site). 
Dinner 
Return to hotel 

Staying overnight in Nujiang Hotel in 
Liuku. 

April 12 Drive from Liuku to Lijiang via Dali City. 
07:00 
07:30 
08:00 
09:00 

Get up 
Breakfast 
Drive to Lijiang 
Visit the Lancang River 
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Travel Itinerary for the Visit to the Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan Protected Areas 
12:00 
17:00 
17:30 
19:00 
 
22:30 

Lunch 
Arrive in Lijiang and hotel check in 
Dinner 
Group bus tour to the International Cultural 
Exchange Center 
Return to hotel 

April 13 Drive from Lijiang City to Shigu Staying Overnight Lijiang. 
08:00 
08:30 
09:00 
  
10:30 
11:30 
12:30 
14:30 
17:30 
20:40 

Get up 
Breakfast 
Drive to Shigu, and visit the First Bend on the 
Yangtze River in Shigu 
Return to Lijiang City 
Lunch 
Have a break 
Visit the Old Town of Lijiang 
Dinner 
Flying back to Kunming 

Staying in Kunming 

April 14 Discussion with relevant departments of the Provincial Government on the conservation and 
development in the world heritage sites; and luncheon with the governor of Yunnan Province 

07:30 
08:00 
09:00 
12:00 
  

Get up 
Breakfast 
Meeting 
Meeting concludes with Lunch hosted by Yunnan 
Provincial Government 

Staying in Kunming 

 
ANNEX D Composition of Mission Team 
 
Mr. Nik Lopoukhine, Chairman, IUCN WCPA 
Dr. R. Jayakumar, Programme Specialist, UNESCO Office, Beijing 
 
ANNEX E  -List of People met 
 

People met in Gongshan County (April 10-11, 2006) 
No
.  

Name Position Organization/Institute 

1 Mr. Gao Derong Vice Director Nujiang Prefecture People's Congress 
2 Mr. Zhu Yuhua Party Secretary Gongshan County 
3 Mr. Li Shanrong Deputy party secretary, 

Permanent  
Gongshan County People's Government 

4 Mr. Wen Yijin Deputy party secretary  Gongshan CPC 
5 Mr. Zhao Xuehuang Chairman the People's Consultative Conference of 

Gongshan County 
6 Mr. Yang Haolin Assistant to governor Gongshan People's Government 
7 Mr. Zhao Zailiang Director CPC Office of Gongshan County 
8 Ms. Hu Yuniu Acting Director Office of the Gongshan People's Government 
9 Mr. Yuan Jianping Director Construction Bureau and Environmental 

Protection Bureau, Gongshan County 
10 Mr. Liu Zhenghua Director Gongshan County Forestry Bureau 
11 Mr. Ha Sanyi Director Gongshan County Foreign Affairs Office 
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12 Mr. Xiong Hanfeng Vice Director Gongshan County Development and Planning 
Commission 

13 Mr. Xiong Shuping Vice Director Bureau of Water Affairs, Gongshan County 
14 Mr. Zhang Shibao Director Gongshan County Bureau for Nature 

Conservation 
15 Mr. Tian Xiaogang Secretary-General China National Commission for UNESCO 
16 Mr. Diao 

Mingsheng 
Counselor Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

17 Mr. Ma Shuhong Director The Management Bureau of the Three 
Parallel Rivers WHS 

18 Ms. Yang Jingxia Assistant researcher Research Institute of the Yunnan Provincial 
Government 

19 Ms. Xie Hong  Deputy section-chief officer Yunnan Provincial Development and Reform 
Commission 

20 Ms. Guo Yihua Section-Chief level officer Department of International Exchange, 
Yunnan Provincial Foreign Affairs Office 

21 Mr. Li Maobiao Translator Department of International Cooperation, 
Southwest Forestry College 

22 Mr. Liang 
Yongning 

Professor Kunming University of Science and 
Technology 

23 Mr. Ou Linyan Villager representative  
24 Ms. Ji Yuzheng Villager representative  
25 Mr. Hu rongcai Deputy party secretary Gongshan County CPC 
26 Mr. Chen Jianghua Vice Governor Liushui County People's Government 
27 Mr. Luo Rong Vice Director Nujiang Prefecture Commerce Bureau 
28 Mr. Zhao Ruize Vice Director Nujiang Prefecture Transportation Bureau 
Officials from the prefecture level 
29 Mr. Zhao Zhiyong Vice Governor Nujiang Prefecture People's Government 
30 Mr. Yin Wenzhang  Director Nujiang Prefecture Construction Bureau 
31 Mr. Li Zhihong Deputy secretary general Nujiang Prefecture People's Government 
32 Mr. Zhang Jingsong Director Nujiang Three Parallel Rivers WHS Office 
33 Mr. Zhang Dejun Deputy Director Nujiang Prefecture Development and Reform 

Commission 
34 Mr. Li Jingyu Deputy Director  Nujiang Prefecture Planning Bureau 
35 Mr. Yang Yongmao Deputy Director Nujiang Prefecture Construction Bureau 
36 Mr. Liu Futai Vice Director Nujiang Prefecture Forestry Bureau 
37 Mr. Yang Zhisan Vice Director Nujiang Prefecture Environmental Protection 

Bureau 
38 Ms. Yang Xiuxing Secretary General Office of the Nujiang Prefecture 

People's Government 
39 Mr. Yang 

Yunsheng 
Deputy Division Chief The Reception Division, the Nujiang 

Prefecture Government 
40 Mr. Wang Zhihuai Deputy Section Chief the Hydrology Bureau, Nujiang Prefecture 

Government 
41 Mr. Mu Liduo Section Chief Office for Foreign Affiars, Nujiang Prefecture 

Government 
Participants at the meeting on April 8th, 2006 
42 Mr. Tian Xiaogang Secretary-General China National Commission for UNESCO 
43 Ms. Shen Rong Division Chief China National Commission for UNESCO 
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44 Mr. Diao 
Mingsheng 

Counselor Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

45 Mr. Rao Quan  Division Chief The National Development and Reform 
Commission 

46 Mr. Wang Fengwu Deputy Director General The Ministry of Construction 
47 Mr. Zuo Xiaoping Deputy Director The Ministry of Construction 
48 Mr. Chang 

Zhongnong 
Deputy Director The State Environmental Protection 

Administration 
49 Mr. Gu Hongbing Division Chief The National Institute of Hydropower 

Planning 
50 Mr. Liang 

Yongning 
Professor Kunming University of Science and 

Technology 
51 Mr. Che Zhimin  Secretary-General Yunnan Provincial People's Government 
52 Mr. Feng Zhicheng  Director General Yunnan Provincial Construction Department 
53 Mr. Chen Xicheng  Deputy Director General Yunnan Provincial Construction Department 
54 Mr. Gan Xuechun Deputy Director General Yunnan Provincial Foreign Affiars Office 
55 Ms. Guo Yihua Section-Chief level officer Department of International Exchange, 

Yunnan 
56 Mr. Ma Shuhong Director The Provincial Management Bureau of the 

Three Parallel WHS 
57 Ms. Yang Jingxia Assistant researcher Research Institute of the Yunnan Provincial 

Government 
58 Mr. Wu Zhiqin Permanent deputy division chief Yunnan Provincial Development and Reform 

Commission 
59 Mr. Zheng xiakun Division chief Division of Social Affairs, Yunnan Provincial 

Government 
60 Ms. Xie Hong  Deputy Section-Chief Officer Yunnan Provincial Development and Reform 

Commission 
61 Ms. Guan Qiong Deputy section-chief officer Yunnan Provincial Development and Reform 

Commission 
62 Mr. Li Maobiao Translator Department of International Cooperation, 

Southwest Forestry College 
Participants at the meeting on April 11th, 2006 in Liuku, Nujiang 
63 Mr. Ou Linyan Villager representative  
64 Ms. Ji Yuzheng  Villager representative  
65 Mr. Hu Rongcai Deputy party secretary Gongshan County CPC 
66 Mr. Chen Jianghua Vice Governor Liushui County People's Government 
67 Mr. Yang Haolin Assistant to governor Gongshan County People's Government 
68 Mr. Luo Rong Vice Director Nujiang Prefecture Commerce Bureau 
69 Mr. Zhao Ruize Vice Director Nujiang Prefecture Transportation Bureau 
Participants at the meeting on April 14th, 2006 
70 Mr. Tian Xiaogang Secretary-General China National Commission for UNESCO 
71 Mr. Diao 

Mingsheng  
Counselor Department of International Cooperation, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
72 Ms. Zuo Xiaoping Deputy Director The Ministry of Construction 
73 Mr. Chen Xicheng  Deputy Director General Yunnan Provincial Construction Department 
74 Ms. Ma Xiaojia Vice Director  Energy Bureau, Yunnan Provincial 

Development and Reform Commission 
75 Ms. Xie Hong  Deputy section-chief  Energy Bureau, Yunnan Provincial 
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Development and Reform Commission 
76 Mr. Gan Xuechun Deputy Director General Yunnan Provincial Foreign Affairs Office 
77 Ms. Guo Yihua Section-Chief level officer Department of International Exchange, 

Yunnan Provincial Foreign Affairs Office 
78 Mr. Li Lin Deputy Director General Yunnan Provincial Hydrology Department 
79 Mr. Zhao Xiaodong Director Wildlife Protection Office, Yunnan Provincial 

Forestry Department 
80 Mr. Wan Qiang Division Chief Yunnan National Land Resources Department
81 Mr. Wu Sui Vice Director  Yunnan Provincial Poverty Alleviation Office
82 Ms. Yang Jinxia Vice Director Research Institute of the Yunnan Provincial 

Government 
83 Mr. Liang 

Yongning 
Professor Kunming University of Science and 

Technology 
84 Mr. Li Maobiao Translator Department of International Cooperation, 

Southwest Forestry College 
Stakeholders meeting in Beijing (April 7,2006) 
No.  Name Position Organization/Institute 
1 Mr. Li Bosheng Research Professor  
2 Mr. Wang Sung Research Professor  

3 Mr. Zheng Yisheng Research Professor  
4 Representative    Global Village of Beijing 
5 Representative    Friends of Nature 
6 Representative    Friends of Nature 
7 Representative    China National Radio, Green Earth Volunteers
8 Representative    China Youth Daily 
9 Representative    Sinosphere 

10 Mr. John Dore Coordinator for Asia 
Regional Wetlands & Water Resources 
Program, IUCN Asia Regional Office 

11 Mr. Seth Cook China Program Coordinator IUCN China Liaison Office 

14 
Mr. Yasuyuki 
Aoshima Director Representative UNESCO Office Beijing 

Stakeholders met in Yunnan (April 8,2006)   
15 Representative   Conservation International China Program 

Stakeholders met in Yunnan (April 14,2006)   
16 Representative   The Nature Conservancy China Program 

17 Representative    
Center for Biodiversity and Indigenous 
Knowledge 
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Annex F Map of Inscribed Properties 
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Annex G Map with Proposed Property Boundary Changes 
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ANNEX H: Locations of mining operations within inscribed properties 
 

 


