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Bronze Christogram from the 4th century A.D.
Pécs, St. István square, January 2000

The Christogram, composed of the Greek initials of the name of Christ is the most frequently used 
symbol of Paleochristianity. It often appears, not only in the wall paintings, but on everyday objects 
and grave stones as well. This bronze object, which was found at the excavation connected with the 

ongoing reconstructionof Peter-Paul burial chamber, was originally used as a lamp ornament. 

 

Pécs, 2000
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1. 
IDENTIFICATION 

OF THE CULTURAL MONUMENT 

a. Country 

Republic of Hungary 

b. County 

Baranya 

c. Name of the monument 

The complex of 16 buildings of the Pécs (Sopianae) Early Christian cemetery

d. Location on the map, geographical co-ordinates to the nearest second 

Pécs is located in the southern part of Hungary, on the northern 46.1° latitude and 
eastern 18.2° longitude.

e. Maps and/or plans that indicate the size and the borders of the nominated area, 
including the buffer zone, if any

1. Topographical description of the nominated buildings.
Enclosed: Map supplement No. 1 

2. Borders of the nominated buildings and the buffer zone.
Enclosed: Map supplement No. 1 

f. The size of the nominated area and the buffer zone (in hectares) 

Enclosed: Map supplement No. 1 

The size of land affected by the nominated buildings: 3.76 ha 

The size of recommended buffer zone: 4.87 ha 
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Fig.3. Survey map (1 : 10,000)
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2. 
AFFIRMATIVE FACTORS THAT ASSERT THE NOMINATION 

2.a. Significance

   In the territory of the Roman Empire the Sopianae Early Christian cemetery complex was the 
largest of its kind. More significant ones can only be found in the city of Rome where, in the 
catacombs used with predilection as a burial place both by Jews and Christians, splendid wall 
paintings and magnificent works of art were created. The Sopianae cemetery, however, is not a 
catacomb - architecturally unparalleled two storey buildings were raised here in the 4th century. 
Making use of the advantageous geographical features that the naturally gentle slopes of the 
Mecsek hills offer, both the underground burial chamber and the cella memoriae above had 
separate entrances. The unique construction facilitated a dual function: they were both burial places 
and chapels at the same time.  
   The Sopianae cemetery has an outstanding place within the Christian archaeological legacy of 
Pannonnia, due to the large number and excellent quality of the monuments that survived. The burial 
chambers that were found here a long time ago, even before systematic and professional 
archaeological excavations started, contributed largely to the growing interest in the research of 
Early Christianity.  
   The burial ground of Sopianae is generally considered a Early Christian cemetery, on the bases of 
wall paintings that show Christian symbols. Such unambiguously Christian symbols appear on the 
walls of the burial chambers as the Christogram, the dove, the wine pitcher and the glass, as well as 
Biblical scenes (Adam and Eve, the prophet Daniel, the Adoration of the Magi, the story of Jonah). 
Similar decoration was found in the city catacombs of Rome. The wine pitcher and the glass might 
as well be the symbols of a funereal feast or the Eucharist. The Christogram, referring to Christ's 
personal presence, was readily used on murals but it frequently appears on jewellery, rings and ear-
rings, found in the graves.  
   The nominated Early Christian buildings can be found in the north-western part of today's city 
centre of Pécs, in a sacral historical environment (see Map supplement No. 1). In the Roman era, 
this area used to be the cemetery of Sopianae. More than 500 graves have been found here so far: 
some are built in simple brickwork or stone, others were dug in the ground. Diverse floor plans are 
discernible, and the walls are partially decorated with paintings. Occasionally two-storey structures 
were erected in the Early Christian era - the 4th century A.D. Burial chambers, chapels, and a 
mausoleum have been found, altogether comprising a unique group of monuments. This complex of 
monuments is related to ideas of outstanding historical significance. The complex of monument 
buildings that were excavated in a relatively small area, precisely documented and largely viewable 
even today, exquisitely recreate the milieu of the late Roman cemetery, because visitors can enter 
the buildings and gain first hand experience. Wall paintings introduce them into the mentality of the 
people of late antiquity, show them how people in the 4th century turned to God, and find out what 
unique works of art sprouted from the spreading of Christianity. With the advance of great 
migrations and the withdrawal of the Christian population after the break up of the Roman Empire in 
the 5th century, the century-old cult buildings were occupied and used as shelters by the new 
settlers. The Early Christian complex of monuments signify particular evidence of a historical 
continuity, spanning from the late antiquity in the 4th century, through the stormy era of the great 
migrations, to the Hungarian Conquest in the 9th century. The Pécs Early Christian monuments are 
of both universal and local interest, but above all they assert the outstanding importance of the 
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Christian cult of the dead in the first millennium, the awakening of a new religion and its afterlife in 
changing circumstances. Early Christian monuments of such large extent and variety, mostly in 
viewable condition, have not been found anywhere else in any of the European provinces. The wall 
paintings ornamented with Biblical and other religious scenes, and Early Christian symbols are 
outstanding works of late Roman art.  

2.b. Comparative analysis 

   The sepulchral structures of Sopianae are unique in the western provinces of the Empire. They are 
outstanding monuments of both Pannonian Christianity and of late Roman painting. Their complex 
importance combined with the aesthetic experience is significant not only for the professional 
community, but they also help visitors and tourists become acquainted with Roman culture. 
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a.        b.
Fig.4.a-b. Ossenovo (Bulgaria) burial chamber fresco details 

a. 

Fig.5.a-b. Serdica (Sofia) burial chapel, frescoes

b.
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   Early Christian buildings, basilicas and churches are known from other areas of Pannonia as well, 
but the custom of wall painting can only be seen in the vicinity of Sopianae. A similar sepulchral 
building was excavated west of Pécs, in Kôvágószôlôs, with a perished burial chamber. To the 
north and west of the Mecsek hills this type of sepulchral building does not appear in any of the 
Roman provinces.  
   The western half of Hungary, Transdanubia, was part of the province of Pannonia during four 
centuries of the Roman Empire. The proximity of Italy determined the significance of the province, 
lending it a prime military importance in the protection of the Empire. From the first century on, the 
civilisation of the Empire was adopted in every walks of life in Pannonia. The cultural influence 
arrived with the merchants and soldiers from the direction of northern Italy and the Balkans. 
Sopianae, the Roman predecessor of the modern city of Pécs, lay at the cross-roads of the cultural 
influence arriving from two directions. The above-ground structures of public buildings, churches, 
residential buildings and villa estates of Roman cities and villages in Pannonia were completely 
destroyed throughout the centuries and only the basement walls found during excavations are 
reminders of the past. The constructed sepulchres of the late Imperial cemeteries, however, have 
remained largely intact. At some places the well to do erected buildings of various sizes above the 
graves, which were built of bricks in different ways. Caring for the dead produced a characteristic 
type of building in Sopianae. These buildings were noticed as early as the 18th century and due to 
their special character they were valued and preserved. Burial chambers were built underneath the 
cult buildings - memorial chapels and mausoleums - and the bodies were placed in the sarcophagi 
or in constructed graves.  
   Jews and Christians in Rome were buried mainly in catacombs decorated with figural wall 
paintings. In the western part of the Empire, including the Adriatic region, the aboveground type of 
sepulchral building (with under-floor burials) became customary in the late Imperial age. More 
seldom were burial chambers built under the memorial chapels, but they were left undecorated. In 
the Balkan provinces, on the other hand, the dead were buried in subterranean burial chambers. 
The custom of painting the burial chambers continued from the Hellenic age and apparently 
witnessed a revival in the late Imperial age. Spreading from here, it reached Sopianae, where unique 
monuments of late antique culture were created: above-ground sepulchral buildings (memorial 
chapels) with a burial chapel underneath, the walls of which were decorated with floral motifs and 
with figural representations.  
   Being on the route from the western provinces of the Empire and Italy to the Balkans and Asia, 
Sopianae was founded and developed into a city at a pivotal point of two cultural influences. Those 
settled in Pannonia from the 1st century - mostly legionaries and veterans - brought their Italian 
erudition, which meant a contemporary Italian cultural influence on the whole province. 
Architectural forms and artefacts first arrived in south-east Pannonia from the south-east and the 
Balkan provinces. The Balkan influence gradually took roots in Sopianae: the growing population 
converted to Christianity, and the custom of constructing and painting burial chambers under the 
mausoleums came into fashion. Consequently a large number of outstanding, still extant monuments 
were built in the cemetery.  
   The late Roman cemeteries, in accordance with the Roman age regulations, are often found 
outside the city walls, in the case of Sopianae north of the city. Today, the western part of the 
cemetery, south of the cathedral, functions as a public square and park: this is where the Roman 
sepulchral buildings stood most densely, with the other simpler graves around them in clusters. 
From the situation of a few white marble railings and fragmented decorations we can deduce that 
there may have been a larger cemetery basilica on the western part of today's Széchenyi square.  
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   The Sopianae sepulchral buildings were created at the meeting point of two influential cultures. 
The memorial chapels were built as a result of south-western, Italian-Dalmatian influence. The 
smaller ones had square shaped buttresses, while larger ones were extended with apses. Corpses 
were not buried directly in the ground of the sepulchral buildings but in subterranean chambers with 
barrel vaulting, in built graves or in stone coffins. The walls of the chamber were painted in 
accordance with the belief of the deceased: with traditional late antique motifs (grapevines and 
flowers), or biblical scenes.  
   The painted burial chambers found and excavated in the late Roman cemetery of Pécs represent a 
unique complex of monuments. There are no other above-ground sepulchral buildings in such large 
numbers in any late Roman cemetery in any other European province of the Roman Empire outside 
Italy. Their architectural type and the biblical murals that decorate some of the chamber make these 
sepulchral buildings unique. Quite a few memorial chapels were built on two levels: a burial chamber 
was built in the ground beneath the memorial chapel. Three of them are still in viewable condition. 
The topics of the murals are unique: burial chambers decorated with biblical topics have only 
survived in Pécs outside the famous Italian catacombs. Unlike the Sopianae monuments, wall 
paintings in the burial chambers that survived in the Balkan provinces do not show biblical themes. 
As Szent István Square and Cathedral Square were never built up since the Middle Ages, the 
discovery of new sepulchral buildings, burial chambers and a cemetery basilica is still expected.  
   By the end of the third century the settlement became suitable to become the seat of the governor: 
the ensuing one hundred years were perhaps the golden era. The majority of burial sites date from 
that age. They are particularly rich in glass vessels.  
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a. 

b. 

c.

Fig.6.a-c. Serdica (Sofia) burial chapel, frescoes
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   The sepulchral buildings of the Balkan provinces consisted of subterranean burial chambers but 
they did not have memorial chapels above ground level. The burial chambers were painted with 
scenes chosen from daily life (Durostorum-Silistra, Bulgaria) or they chose simple plant ornaments 
or figural motifs, (Ossenovo: Fig.4.a-b.) which were acceptable by both pagans and Christians. 
Later in the 5th century, from which period most burial chambers can be found in Bulgaria, only 
crosses were painted on the walls (Serdica - Sofia: Fig.5.a-b., Fig.6.a-c.). The custom of building 
and painting burial chambers spread towards the north-east along and in the vicinity of the road 
leading from the south-east to Pannonia (and to Sopianae). North of Naissus (Nis) painted burial 
chambers were only found in Sopianae. The depicted subjects, however, are of an extremely large 
scale in Sopianae, with the appearance of biblical scenes: Adam and Eve, Noah, Daniel among the 
Lions, and the story of Jonah. There are no other examples of such biblical themes in the Roman 
Imperial age outside the Italian catacombs. The frescoes were presumably not painted by painters 
coming from the Balkan provinces but by peregrine painters of Italian origin. Their choice of topic 
was in accordance with contemporary religious requirements.  
   In the cemetery north of the Roman city tombs were found in clusters, and in larger density 
around the cemetery buildings. 
   The nominated buildings are monuments from the late Roman age. They survived the stormy 
centuries that followed the Roman era (the Middle Ages, the Ottoman conquest, the development 
of Renaissance and Baroque, and the Modern Age) partially intact, partially in ruins, as a memento 
to the Roman origin of the city. There are other Roman monuments in Pécs: the remains of antique 
habitation (map supplement No. III) The cemetery itself, however, was always in the forefront of 
research, ever since the first burial chamber was found 220 years ago.  

2.c. Originality/completeness (integrity) 

   The uniqueness, completeness and integrity of the area are determined by a set of historical and 
cultural circumstances and artistic values. These burial chambers and chapels represent the 
continuity of inhabitancy since the Roman age. It is not accidental that it was exactly this area where 
the first church of the city was built during the reign of the Árpád dynasty: mediaeal Hungarians 
preferred sacred grounds for the construction of their churches. On the top of all, the wall paintings 
in these antique sacral buildings showed Christian spirituality.  
   Recognising the importance of the above phenomenon, since the turn of the century Hungarian 
monument protection has been cautiously following the maxim that historical monuments may only 
be restored as authentic historical documents. Circumspect and extensive field research and the 
exhaustive use of the archives always precede reconstruction. Conservation and restoration were 
carried out in Pécs according to this principle, following the guidelines of the Venice Charter, the 
Charter of Historical Cities and the Archaeological Heritage Management Charter.  
The Early Christian monuments of Sopianae were excavated with archaeological authenticity and 
reconstructed strictly in accordance with the principles of the conservation of ruins. No significant 
addition was made to either the remains of buildings or to the frescoes. It was possible to 
reconstruct the broken white marble sarcophagus found in the mausoleum because a large number 
of fragments survived with it. The reconstructed item provides more experience and comprehension 
for the visitors.  

2.d. Criteria asserting the inclusion (the premise of nomination) 
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(i) The monument should be a unique or exceptional reference to a cultural tradition or 
civilisation that is still alive or one that perished but has a long-lasting relevance even 
today. 

   The Early Christian burial chambers of Sopianae can be considered unique as they compose a 
special group of the collection of Early Christian monuments. The Early Christian community of the 
4th century Roman city of Sopianae (the predecessor of Pécs), erected a considerable number of 
sepulchral buildings (chapel, burial chamber, clusters of graves) in their cemetery. The size and 
richness of the Early Christian cemetery monument complex is the most significant in the monument 
collection of necropolises outside Italy, including similar buildings in Dalmatia (Salona, Split), 
Bulgaria (Sofia) or Spain (La Alberca). The figural and ornamental wall paintings of the burial 
chambers are only comparable with the catacomb painting in the city of Rome (Catacomba 
Priscilla, Capella Greca). Due to their size, the Early Christian vestiges of Pécs are still able to 
produce an intimate, antique atmosphere. Although the murals show some resemblance to the wall 
paintings in the catacombs of Rome, the nominated buildings show considerable architectural 
differences as well. These are individual buildings without direct architectural connection on the one 
hand, and they are considerably different from sepulchres in the Balkans and in other European 
provinces on the other hand. The fundamental difference is that they have two levels and were 
meant to fulfil a dual function: they were at the same time 
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Fig.7. Burial chamber II, remains of the chapel     

Fig.8. Burial chamber II, interior and all paintings   

Fig.9. Mausoleum, Adam-Eve fresco.   
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burial places (burial chamber - cubiculum) and chapels (memorial chapels) for ceremonies. The 
burial chambers, chapels and mausoleum excavated on the site of the Sopianae cemetery form a 
complex that bears witness to an ancient culture and civilisation that had and still has a lasting 
impact, owing to its unique architectural appearance and wall paintings with biblical references.   

(ii) It should be an outstanding example of a type of architectural and technological 
ensemble or landscape, which illustrates a significant stage in human history. 

   The Early Christian complex of monuments is an exceptional evidence of the particular historical 
continuity that spans through the turbulent centuries from the decline of the Roman Empire in the 4th 
century to the conquest of the Frankish Empire in the 8th century A.D.  
   Early Christian monuments provide remarkable evidence of the early Christian cult of the dead in 
the first millennium, and the survival of this cult in the ensuing centuries among changing conditions. 
In spite of the decline and later abandonment of the Empire the cult buildings remained here for the 
people that inhabited the area in the following centuries or for passers-by who came along the 
commercial routes. They helped keep alive the Christian traditions during the turbulent centuries of 
the great migrations and contributed to the growing strength of the Catholic church in the medieval 
ages, maintaining the sacred nature of the place. The sepulchral buildings and indeed the whole 
cemetery lead us through the turbulent times of the great migrations into the Hungarian middle ages, 
thus providing the continuity of the history of the city from the Roman era up to the present day.  

(iii) It should be directly or tangibly associated with events or living traditions, with ideas, 
or with beliefs, with artistic and literary works of outstanding universal significance. (The 
Committee considers that this criterion should justify inclusion in the List only in 
exceptional circumstances and in conjunction with other criteria cultural or natural). 

Pécs is a city that upholds a continuity of Christian worship. The foundation of the Bishopric is 
closely connected to Christian mentality and to the foundation of the Hungarian state.  
The extremely rare survival of such a monument complex, and its spiritual message had a 
determining role and outstanding significance in the development of the church organisation of 
Christianity, which eventually signified the European integration of the Hungarian people in the 10th 
century. It was a tradition that helped Hungarians adapting themselves to medieval European culture 
and secured their status among European Christian states. The spiritual continuity embodied in the 
complex of the Early Christian cemetery is all the more apparent as the medieval diocese did not 
develop on the foundations of the antique city but on the cemetery.  

(iv) It should meet the test of authenticity in design, material, workmanship or setting. In 
the case of cultural landscapes, it should bear distinctive character and components (the 
committee stressed that reconstruction is only acceptable if it is carried out on the basis of 
complete and detailed documentation on the original and to no extent on conjecture).  

(v) It should have adequate legal and/or traditional protection and management 
mechanisms to ensure the conservation of the nominated cultural properties or cultural 
landscapes. The existence of protective legislation at national, provincial or municipal 
level and/or a well-established contractual or traditional protection as well as of adequate 
management and/or planning control mechanism is therefore essential and, as is clearly 
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indicated in the following paragraph, must be stated clearly on the nomination form. 
Assurances of the effective implementation of these laws and/or contractual and/or 
traditional protection as well as of these management mechanisms are also expected. 
Furthermore, in order to preserve the integrity of cultural sites particularly those open to 
large numbers of visitors, the State Party concerned should be able to provide evidence of 
suitable administrative arrangements to cover the management of the property, its 
conservation and its accessibility to the public.  

   The individually protected monuments can be found in a protected sector. The site of the burial 
chambers has enjoyed archaeological protection since 1954. This is connected with the extended 
area of local protection. The most important monuments enjoy the highest level of environmental 
protection in Hungary so the buildings nominated for inclusion also enjoy the highest degree of 
protection guaranteed by law. The management plan supplementary to the documentation is built 
upon these protection rules and on the organisational, financing and professional control derived 
from that. 
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burial places (burial chamber - cubiculum) and chapels (memorial chapels) for ceremonies. The 
burial chambers, chapels and mausoleum excavated on the site of the Sopianae cemetery form a 
complex that bears witness to an ancient culture and civilisation that had and still has a lasting 
impact, owing to its unique architectural appearance and wall paintings with biblical references.   

(ii) It should be an outstanding example of a type of architectural and technological 
ensemble or landscape, which illustrates a significant stage in human history. 

   The Early Christian complex of monuments is an exceptional evidence of the particular historical 
continuity that spans through the turbulent centuries from the decline of the Roman Empire in the 4th 
century to the conquest of the Frankish Empire in the 8th century A.D.  
   Early Christian monuments provide remarkable evidence of the early Christian cult of the dead in 
the first millennium, and the survival of this cult in the ensuing centuries among changing conditions. 
In spite of the decline and later abandonment of the Empire the cult buildings remained here for the 
people that inhabited the area in the following centuries or for passers-by who came along the 
commercial routes. They helped keep alive the Christian traditions during the turbulent centuries of 
the great migrations and contributed to the growing strength of the Catholic church in the medieval 
ages, maintaining the sacred nature of the place. The sepulchral buildings and indeed the whole 
cemetery lead us through the turbulent times of the great migrations into the Hungarian middle ages, 
thus providing the continuity of the history of the city from the Roman era up to the present day.  

(iii) It should be directly or tangibly associated with events or living traditions, with ideas, 
or with beliefs, with artistic and literary works of outstanding universal significance. (The 
Committee considers that this criterion should justify inclusion in the List only in 
exceptional circumstances and in conjunction with other criteria cultural or natural). 

Pécs is a city that upholds a continuity of Christian worship. The foundation of the Bishopric is 
closely connected to Christian mentality and to the foundation of the Hungarian state.  
The extremely rare survival of such a monument complex, and its spiritual message had a 
determining role and outstanding significance in the development of the church organisation of 
Christianity, which eventually signified the European integration of the Hungarian people in the 10th 
century. It was a tradition that helped Hungarians adapting themselves to medieval European culture 
and secured their status among European Christian states. The spiritual continuity embodied in the 
complex of the Early Christian cemetery is all the more apparent as the medieval diocese did not 
develop on the foundations of the antique city but on the cemetery.  

(iv) It should meet the test of authenticity in design, material, workmanship or setting. In 
the case of cultural landscapes, it should bear distinctive character and components (the 
committee stressed that reconstruction is only acceptable if it is carried out on the basis of 
complete and detailed documentation on the original and to no extent on conjecture).  

(v) It should have adequate legal and/or traditional protection and management 
mechanisms to ensure the conservation of the nominated cultural properties or cultural 
landscapes. The existence of protective legislation at national, provincial or municipal 
level and/or a well-established contractual or traditional protection as well as of adequate 
management and/or planning control mechanism is therefore essential and, as is clearly 
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indicated in the following paragraph, must be stated clearly on the nomination form. 
Assurances of the effective implementation of these laws and/or contractual and/or 
traditional protection as well as of these management mechanisms are also expected. 
Furthermore, in order to preserve the integrity of cultural sites particularly those open to 
large numbers of visitors, the State Party concerned should be able to provide evidence of 
suitable administrative arrangements to cover the management of the property, its 
conservation and its accessibility to the public.  

   The individually protected monuments can be found in a protected sector. The site of the burial 
chambers has enjoyed archaeological protection since 1954. This is connected with the extended 
area of local protection. The most important monuments enjoy the highest level of environmental 
protection in Hungary so the buildings nominated for inclusion also enjoy the highest degree of 
protection guaranteed by law. The management plan supplementary to the documentation is built 
upon these protection rules and on the organisational, financing and professional control derived 
from that. 
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Fig.10. The area of the province of Pannonia in Hungary 

 

Fig.11. Roman age sites in the city of Pécs 
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3. 
DESCRIPTION 

3.a. Description of the site

   The history of Sopianae, the antique Roman predecessor of Pécs, goes back to the 2nd century 
A.D. when a settlement of favourable location and climate but of no particularly urban character 
developed at the southern feet of the Mecsek hills, at the meeting point of the north-south 
commercial routes.  
   The early little settlement gained a more urban appearance by the end of the 3rd century A.D. and 
in the meantime rose to the rank of a city. By the very end of the 3rd century it was the centre, the 
administrative seat of the territory called Valeria one of the four parts of the province from where 
the governor, the praeses, directed the affairs of the province.  

   The extensive cemetery of the city is located on the southern slopes of the Mecsek hills, north of 
the inhabited Roman age settlement. It was characteristic of the 4th century that the cemeteries 
often developed outside but very close to the settlements.  
   Setting out from its cradle in the Middle East, Christianity became widespread in Europe during 
the Roman era. Christians appeared the earliest in Italy in the 1st century A.D. It was later during 
the 2nd and 3rd centuries A.D. that Christians arrived in the European provinces, Pannonia among 
others, in larger numbers primarily from the eastern provinces. Their migration was prompted and 
later maintained by the trade with and wars fought against the eastern provinces. The intensive 
spreading of the new religion naturally required marked changes in the ideology and mentality of 
local people, so that they soon became adherents and propagators of a previously unknown 
religion. The teachings of Christ were widely known by the end of the 4th century A.D. and the 
Christian faith had a large number of followers.  
   The early period of Christianity (2nd and 3rd centuries A.D.) was an age of persecution. Anti-
Christian decrees were published because baptised citizens refused to worship the Roman gods and 
perform sacrifices, which also meant resisting the cult of the Emperor. The congregations honoured 
and collected the relics of the martyrs executed during the persecution era, and later transported 
many of them to Rome. We do not know any architectural monuments from this period because 
Christians refrained from the formal practice of their religion, fearing persecution, torture or 
confiscation of their property. The change was brought by the Decree of Tolerance of Milan 
(Mediolanum) in 313 A.D. The Emperor Constantine who also converted to Christianity absolved 
the Christians with his famous decree: he allowed them to practice their religion. This also 
contributed to the strengthening of congregations, a rich architectural legacy tells the story of 
religious communities.  
   This archaeological heritage primarily consists of sepulchral monuments, which survived in largest 
numbers in Hungary on the site of the Roman cemetery, situated on Saint Stephen's Square and its 
surroundings in Pécs. (Map supplement No. II.)  
   Archaeological excavations have been going on for two hundred years on the city and cemetery 
sites. The first burial chamber was found in the yard of the Louis the Great (Nagy Lajos) Grammar 
School of the Cistercian Order at the beginning of the 18th century, and there are more notes 
reporting on it. In 1782 the Peter-Paul burial chamber also came to light. Since then the late Roman 
cemetery has been well known both by archaeologists and the general public.  
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cemetery has been well known both by archaeologists and the general public.  
   Altogether some twenty buildings have been explored on the site of the cemetery, part of which 
are unavailable for further research after the exploration and documentation. 11 buildings are either 
open at present or are temporarily closed to expedite protection and conservation. There are five 
painted burial chambers, and presently one of them is being explored. In many of the buildings the 
grave was dug in the ground, and in others an underground burial chamber was built. The walls and 
ceilings of the burial chambers were occasionally painted. We know about a number of destroyed 
burial chambers with painted walls on the site of the cemetery, but five of them have remained more 
or less intact. The five surviving painted burial chambers are hidden in the ground on the non built-
up area to the south of the Pécs cathedral. There are further sepulchral buildings in their vicinity, in 
the two squares that were partially excavated a long time ago or have been partially destroyed.  
   The Sopianae cemetery can be found north of the city and is almost as extensive as the city itself. 
More than a dozen late Roman sepulchral buildings can be found on this site. The floor plans and 
functional schemes greatly differ from one another. It is characteristic of the Sopianae cemetery that 
clusters of graves of various sizes can be found among the sepulchral buildings. More than 500 
graves have been excavated so far, among which we can find built graves, brick graves, stone 
covered graves and simple earthen graves as well. (pl. XIX.2.) The remains of both the cemetery 
and the  
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city can be found under the densely built up city centre, so the archaeologits researching Sopianae 
face particular difficulties. The remains are deep down under layers from the early and late Middle 
ages, the time of the Ottoman conquest, the Modern age and the present days. Almost every 
exploration is a rescue excavation. The evidence and phenomena are often chronologically distant 
from each other. Sepulchral buildings were erected in various areas of the cemetery but most of 
them can be found right next to the present day cathedral: the cella septichora, cella trichora, and 
burial chambers I. to IX.  
   The southern border of the cemetery is suspected to be somewhere below today's Apáca Street, 
under the houses bordering the street from the south. Further to the south we can rarely expect the 
appearance of Paleochristian graves. Earlier archaeological findings can also be supported by our 
observations on the eastern side. No significant number of late Roman graves can be expected to 
surface east of Széchenyi Square. A few graves were found in front of the entrance of the 
Archaeological Museum and below the City Centre Church at the beginning of the 1940s.  
   We should look for the northern boundary of the cemetery behind, or just under the cathedral. At 
the excavation of the presumed medieval university, right in the northern neighbourhood of the 
cathedral, no in situ Roman graves were found.  
   Along the western boundary of the cemetery no further Roman graves were found during the 
rescue excavations on the sites of the western row of houses of Saint Stephen's Square, where a 
medieval cemetery was unearthed a few years ago. The western edge of the cemetery might be 
somewhere around the cella trichora, or if there had been any others further west they were most 
probably destroyed during the construction of the Bishop's palace. It is likely to presume that 
graves were found earlier during the construction, but not even a single record was made of them. 
The graves west of the line between the cella trichora and the Saint Stephen's Square fountain can 
be considered as graves from other cemeteries.  
   It was also characteristic of burial customs in the 4th century that cemeteries gradually spread 
over to the by then uninhabited areas of the city, which in our case means that we can expect the 
occurrence of late graves during our excavations in the area of the city. The last finds were two 
graves bereft of any furnishings in the most densely built up area of the Roman city, which is now 
Bajcsy-Zsilinszky Street.  
   Research unanimously shows that the burial chambers cannot be dated from before 313 A.D. 
because no Early Christian objects or vestiges were found that far back in time, and this is 
supported by archaeological evidence as well.  
   Buildings are dated from the second half of the 4th century, according to architectural and artistic 
criteria. Systematic analysis of more than five hundred graves that have been excavated for a 
century register the effort of continuous scientific research in a decent volume of publications. The 
cemetery is generally dated to the 3rd and 4th centuries, as the majority of graves are dated from 
that age. None the less, occasionally earlier burials are being disclosed.  
   The Early Christian character of the Sopianae cemetery has never been questioned, thanks to the 
telling wall paintings and their symbols. The wall paintings of the Early Christian burial chambers are 
well-known, frequently used and much favoured motifs of late Roman Early Christian wall painting. 
They also appeared outside Sopianae, although the Sopianae burial chambers undoubtedly 
compose the most precious part of the Pannonia Early Christian vestiges. Together with the Early 
Christian symbol of the Christogram and the figural representation of Biblical themes from both 
Testaments (such as the Original Sin, Daniel in the Lions' Den, Noah, Jonah, Adoration of the 
Magi, Mary and the Infant Jesus) profane portrayals also occur, which could eaqually be portraits 
of secular people or the deceased. The Garden of Eden, which is also considered an Early Christian 
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symbol, seems to occur frequently in the wall paintings of the Sopianae buildings. The wine pitcher 
and glass are an embodiment of the Eucharist or refrigerium, and as such should certainly be 
considered a Christian symbol.  
   From all the nations of the Empire we mostly know the Early Christians through their burial 
traditions and religious sepulchral vestiges, as primarily this architectural heritage is all that they left 
behind.  
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Buildings of the Early Christian cemetery

Name Address Lot number
1. (Peter-Paul) burial chamber I Saint Stephen's Square, Pécs 18295
2. (Wine pitcher) burial chamber II Saint Stephen's Square,Pécs 18295
3. unpainted burial chamber III Saint Stephen's Square, Pécs 18295
4. unpainted burial chamber IV Saint Stephen's Square, Pécs 18295
5. burial chamber V Saint Stephen's Square, Pécs 18295
6. burial chamber VI Saint Stephen's Square, Pécs 18295
7. burial chamber VII Saint Stephen's Square, Pécs 18295
8. burial chamber VIII Káptalan st. Pécs 18344
9. burial chamber IX Káptalan st. Pécs 18344
10. cella trichora Saint Stephen's Square, Pécs 18295
11. cella septichora Káptalan st. Pécs 18300

18344
18301/1

12. Early Christian mausoleum Saint Stephen's Square, Pécs 18392/1
13. burial chamber XIII 14, Apáca st. Pécs 18387

18389/2
14. painted twin grave 8, Apáca st. Pécs 18382
15. unpainted burial chamber 8, Apáca st. Pécs 18382
16. communal burial chamber 8, Apáca st. Pécs 18382
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a.     b.

Fig.12.a-b. Burial chamber I, ground plan and cross section (Scale= 1:100)

a.    b.

Fig.13.a-b. Burial chamber II, ground plan and cross-section (Scale= 1:50)
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1. 
Peter-Paul burial chamber I 

Saint Stephen's Square, Pécs 
Lot number: 18295 

   Burial chamber number one, better known as the Peter-Paul burial chamber was discovered in 
1782 when the Szathmári palace above it was pulled down. Because of the find the planned 
capitular archives was built approximately seven metres further east as an early example of 
conservation and protection of heritage values. This burial chamber may be the best known Early 
Christian building in Pannonia. It is also called the Peter-Paul burial chamber because of the 
portrayal on its northern wall.  
   This sepulchral building found right next to the south-eastern spire of the cathedral has remained 
intact, together with its barrel vaulting. The two storey building built at the end of the 4th century 
A.D. consists of three parts: the chapel on the upper level, intended for performing ceremonies; the 
subterranean burial chamber with painted walls; and a small vestibule that leads to the burial 
chamber. The full wall surface of its intact, barrel vaulted (220cm high) burial chamber is decorated 
with wall paintings. The cella memoriae above it was partially destroyed and the remaining walls 
were pulled down when it was discovered.  
   One can enter the small sized (305x280cm) burial chamber built under the chapel through an even 
smaller vestibule through an entrance opening from the south. (Fig.12.a-b.) The entrance of the 
chapel used to be from the south as well and there was no direct architectural connection between 
the two; each could be entered through separate entrances. Naturally, this separate entry is only 
possible in the given topographical circumstances. The natural slopes of the Mecsek hills, serving as 
natural terraces made this possible. The building has a north-south orientation and an apsidal 
termination on its northern end, which was walled into a small cubiculum. The coffin perished in the 
chamber but the erstwhile fresco on the walls and on the vaulting largely remained. The outer wall of 
the vestibule was painted as well; the makers of the burial chamber painted a candelabrum there. 
There are two male figures in white togas among flowers and garlands on the wall opposite the 
entrance, the apostles Peter and Paul pointing at the Christogram (initials made from the letters Chi-
Rho) with outstretched arms. The arch-ended narrow entrance surrounded by rich floral ornaments, 
acanthus foliation. The eastern and western walls of the chamber each contain three pictures of 
biblical topics painted in framed fields of upright rectangles. To the right of the entrance the first 
picture portrays Adam and Eve together with the Tree of Paradise and the Snake; the second 
picture perished, but it may have portrayed Daniel among the Lions; the third one tells the story of 
Jonah in one picture. To the left of the entrance on the eastern wall there is Noah with the Ark in the 
first picture field, in the second there is a fragmentary seated Mary with the infant Jesus, in the third 
an also fragmentary picture of three youths in the fiery furnace. On the vaulting there is a surface 
richly painted with floral ornaments and peacocks with a heavily damaged Christogram in the 
middle, surrounded by framed lengthwise surfaces decorated with vegetal garlands. In the four 
corners there are half-length portraits of those buried in the chamber, facing us in four round 
medallions. The burial chamber was built in the last third of the 4th century. No remains of burials 
were found in the chamber during the excavation, even the coffin had perished by then.  
   The framed panel paintings painted in blue, green, red and yellow form a consciously planned 
cycle. The biblical scenes belong to the field of escape-redemption, frequent in Christian art 
especially in the Cult of the Dead. Jonah escaping from the belly of the whale, our sinning ancestral 
parents in contrast with Mary with the infant Jesus as the redeemer of mankind, Noah escaping 
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from the Flood. Jonah represents the life, death and resurrection of Man in Christian art in any case. 
The Christogram with the Apostles is of triumphal character: the Apostles paying homage to the sign 
of Christ victorious over paganism are symbolic of undoubted faith in God. (pl.I-VI, pl.VII.1.)  

2. 
(Wine pitcher) burial chamber II 

Saint Stephen's Square, Pécs 
Lot no. 18295 

The "Wine pitcher" burial chamber was excavated on the square in front of the cathedral in 1939, 
and its restoration finished by 1988. The building was found as early as the turn of the 18th and 
19th centuries during the construction of a  
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a. northern side 

  

c. western side 

b. southern side d. eastern side

  Fig.14.a-d. Burial chambel II. Drawings of the side walls with the wall paintings. (After Gyula Gosztonyi)

 

a.   a.

b.  b.
Fig.15.a-c.

Burial chamber 
III,

ground plan and
cross- sections
(Scale= 1:100)

c.   c. 

Fig.16.a-c.
Burial chamber 
IV,
ground plan and
cross- sections
(Scale=1:100) 
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   deep cellar but was not further excavated at the time. In 1964 additional information came to light 
concerning the ground plan of the north south oriented burial chamber. The barrel vaulting of the 
two storey limestone burial chamber was found fallen-in with the cella memoriae chapel above it; 
the foundation walls and the base of its upright walls were excavated. The vaulting was made of 
brickwork, using 30x30x6.5cm blocks. The material of the chamber and the superstructure is 
Triassic limestone.  
   The foundation of the burial chamber is 6.65m below the present surface level. It is a simple 
rectangular structure with 308x505cm dimensions. (Fig.13.a-b.) The walls of the 230cm high burial 
chamber with inner dimensions of 230x245cm are painted. The subterranean chamber used to be a 
burial place; the chapel served the function of ceremonies or the commemoration of the anniversary 
of the deceased. It was not possible to allow a larger number of mourners in the smallish chapel, but 
it was large enough for the family or a few members of the congregation to gather there. A double 
grave was found in the burial chamber, which had no apses and was strengthened with buttresses.  
   The narrow, arch-ended entrance opened into the chamber from the south. The coffin was built 
into the northern half of the chamber, and a niche was formed above it in the wall. On the wall of 
the niche a wine pitcher and a glass were painted symbolising the thirst of the soul wandering in the 
netherworld or suffering in Purgatory, its longing for some clear, cold water. The representation is 
connected to the generally wide-spread beliefs, according to which food was placed in the graves in 
various ways for the deceased. It is also possible that in this representation we should see the 
symbol of the Eucharist or the Refrigarium. Grapevines were painted on the wall of the burial 
chamber around the niche. The walls of the burial chamber, and possibly its destroyed ceiling as 
well, were painted with geometrical patterns on a white background, the base board part is the 
frequent marbled pattern or grill fencing with flowers: a fine representation of the late antique garden 
motif. (Fig.14.a-d.)  
   The burial chamber was painted with non-figural, decorative motifs, in red, tawny yellow, 
brownish red, and greenish black colours. The marbled pattern is dominant on the northern wall 
surface, while on the southern side we can find fields decorated with the grill fence motif. The 
geometric and vegetal ornaments of the side wall on a white background are symbolic of the 
Garden of Eden. The grill fencing with the flowers is the favoured garden motif representation of the 
late antique period. The building was erected in the last third of the 4th century A.D. (pl. VII.2., pl. 
VIII-X, pl. XI.1.)   

3. 
Burial chamber III 
Saint Stephen's Square, Pécs 
Lot number: 18295 

   This unpainted burial chamber was found south of the first painted burial chamber in 1913 while 
the reconstruction of the Peter-Paul burial chamber was in progress. Its vaulting had collapsed by 
then. The ground plan is rectangular, measuring 395x315cm. It is closed with an apses on the north. 
The floor is stamped earth. Originally it had a brick vaulting, which have perished by now. In the 
northern part of the chamber a grave was found with an actroterionic top carved from one piece of 
stone. (Fig.15.a-c.)  

4. 
Burial chamber IV 
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Saint Stephen's Square, Pécs 
Lot number: 18295 

   Near the western side of burial chamber I. there is a smaller sepulchral building of north south 
orientation: burial chamber IV. Its walls are unpainted, and it has remained intact. It was found 
during the protective works carried out on burial chamber number one in 1913. Protection and 
registration was immediately taken care of. The vaulting is intact and unpainted. A west-east 
oriented built sarcophagus was found in the burial chamber, without human bones or grave furniture. 
Its floor level is higher than that of burial chamber I. The dimensions of the rectangular ground plan 
of the burial chamber are 246x200cm. The vaulting is 195cm high. The entrance opens on the 
south. The doorway is round-arched. A 195x70cm built brick grave can be found by the northern 
wall, the cover of which is missing and contained no human bones in it. The chamber is unpainted. 
The base walls of the burial chamber were not found above it. The construction is made of ashlar, 
while the vaulting is made of bricks. (Fig.16.a-c.)  
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Fig.17.a. Burial chamber V, 
ground plan detail. 
(Scale= 1: 100)

Fig.17.b. Drawing of the western wall of the burial 
chamber

a. 

Fig.19.b. 
Reconstructional drawing of burial chamber VII. 

b.

Fig.18.a-b. 
Burial chamber VI,
ground plan and
cross- sections (Scale=1:100)

Fig.19.a. 
Burial chamber VII, ground plan (Scale=1:100)
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5. 
Burial chamber V 

Saint Stephen's Square, Pécs 
Lot number: 18295 

   The buttressed western wall of the burial chamber was found in 1913 during the reconstruction of 
the Peter-Paul burial chamber. At the time it was not possible to excavate the building yet it was 
documented. In the autumn of 1999 during the currently ongoing preservation works the previously 
mentioned western wall surfaced again: a 2m high wall strengthened with two buttresses. The burial 
chamber surfaced during the repeated and presently ongoing reconstruction work. The excavation 
is expected to continue later. Based on the excavation results so far we have little information about 
its exact ground plan and structure. It is probably of north-east orientation, slightly bigger than 
number one burial chamber and is strengthened with external buttresses. The precise definition of its 
base plan requires further research. (Fig.17.a-b.)  

6. 
Burial chamber VI 

Saint Stephen's Square, Pécs 
Lot number: 18295 

   A small part of the burial chamber was discovered on the western side of the square during 
drainage works in front of the Bishop's palace in 1922, 4m below the present day road surface. Its 
approximate ground plan dimensions are 230x230cm, the original height of its vaulting was 190cm. 
The entrance was on the south. Gable roofed brick graves were found on its eastern and western 
sides by the excavating archaeologists. The construction is made of ashlar. The vaulting was 
brickwork as usual. No burial chambers above are mentioned in the records. (Fig.18.a-b.)   

7. 
Burial chamber VII 

Saint Stephen's Square, Pécs 
Lot number: 18295  

   The vestibule of the burial chamber and the small part of the chamber were found right next to the 
cella trichora in 1958. No signs of burials were found in it. A palusible reason may be that in the in-
filling of the building, which was in ruins even at the time of excavation, a large number of small 
objects were found that can be dated from the 9th and 10th centuries. This also provides evidence 
for the use of these buildings during the great migrations, as recorded with other buildings. The 
building is of north-south orientation. Its dimensions are approximately 445x265cm. The basic 
building material is once again ashlar. (Fig.19.a-b.)  
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a. a.

Fig.22.a. Cella trichora,
drawings of the wall 

paintings 

b. b.

c. c.
Fig.20.a-c. 
Burial chamber VIII, 
ground plan and cross- 
sections (Scale=1:100)

Fig.21.a-c. 
Burial chamber IX, ground plan 
and cross-sections 
(Scale=1:100)

Fig.22.b. Cella trichora, ground 
plan (Scale = 1:200)

Fig.22.c. Cella trichora, cross-section 
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8. 
Burial chamber VIII 
Káptalan street, Pécs 

Lot number: 18344 

   This building was found in 1940 in the immediate neighbourhood of cella septichora. It is of north-
south orientation. It is constructed of two parts. The walls were originally plastered. No signs of 
wall paintings were found. What with the base plan stretching 465x300cm, it is larger than chamber 
IX. Based on the remaining wall structures it can be established that there used to be a chapel 
above it, which had no buttresses. No remains of wall paintings were found in the burial chamber, 
only the remnants of a simple grave. (Fig.20.a-c.)  

9. 
Burial chamber IX 

Káptalan street, Pécs 
Lot number: 18344  

   A two storey building consisting of a burial chamber and a chapel which was excavated and 
buried again in 1940 to the east of cella septichora. The 415x310cm burial chamber had a southern 
entrance. A semi-circular niche was built in the northern wall. A small part like a newer grave site 
was later added to this wall on the outside. Its dimensions are 310x75cm. The original height of the 
vaulting is 236cm. The walls are covered with unpainted plastering. (Fig.21.a-c.)  

10.
Cella trichora 

Saint Stephen's Square, Pécs 
Lot number: 18295  

   The characteristic Early Christian sepulchral building used to stand between the Bishop's palace 
and the western façade of the cathedral. A three apse chapel cella trichora of a special ground plan, 
with north south orientation and external buttresses erected in the second half of the 4th century. It 
consists of a rectangular central space, three apses facing north, east and west, and a southern 
vestibule (narthex). (Fig.22.b-c.) The walls have survived to the height of 130cm from floor level. 
The original floor of the chapel was a 15cm thick terrazzo of limestone mixed with brick shards. 
The floor level of the eastern apse is higher; a sandstone slab was found here, most probably part of 
an altar. It can be established based on the examination of the remaining walls and the excavations 
around the vestibule that the cella trichora was rebuilt at least once. The inner surface of the apses is 
painted. The remains of two layers of painting are visible on the walls. The original streaky red and 
black layer of paint from the 4th century A.D. was painted over in the 11th century A.D. At that 
time the building was also reconstructed. These are just the facts that prove their long-term use. 
Now we only have the remains of the bottom part of the second layer of painting - a curtain with its 
characteristic pattern imita-ting Arabic writing. (Fig.22.a.) Similar cella trichora in Pannonia was 
only found in two governors' seats in Transdanubia: in Aquincum (Budapest) and Sirmium 
(Mitrovica, Yugoslavia).  
   The cella trichora was excavated in 1922. Later excavation in 1955 resulted in further details that 
made the exact determination of the base plan possible. The building was in use for a long time, 
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surviving the stormy era of the great migrations. It lived to see the Hungarian Middle Ages as well. 
This was possible because the by then ruinous building was transformed and repainted according to 
the taste of the age. The second, much later containing coat of paint, with its curtain-like ornamental 
border and patterns that imitate Arabic are still discernible on the walls today, mostly covering the 
original decoration, allowing only parts to show through. (pl. XI.2-3, pl. XII.2.)  
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Fig.23.a-b. Cella septichora, ground plan (Scale=1:250) and cross-section

Fig.24.a. Early Christian mausoleum, 
grounde plan. (Scale=1: 250)

Fig.24.b. Cross-section
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11. 
Cella septichora The seven-cusped cemetery chapel 

Káptalan street, Pécs 
Lot number: 18300, 18344, 18301/1  

   The walls of the 16.8m long sepulchral building with a unique base plan that nowhere else 
appeared in the whole of Pannonia were excavated in 1938 and 1939. The stone walls contain 
typically late antique supplementary rows of brick. No graves were found inside, which suggests 
that the cella septichora was not a burial place. The cella septichora was probably built some time in 
the 430s A.D., immediately before of the province of Valeria in eastern Transdanubia was 
abandoned. The ground plan is unique, really one of its kind. 3, 4 and 5 cusped buildings occur in 
Italy and Dalmatia as well. A similar one with nine apses is known in Cologne (S. Gideon's church). 
The sepulchral building cannot be visited because it lies about 4m below the surface. (Fig.23.a-b.) 
(pl. XII.1.)   

12. 
Early Christian mausoleum 

Saint Stephen's Square, Pécs 
Lot number: 18392/1  

   The largest two storey burial chapel is a mausoleum, found further south than the previous ones, in 
the lower half of the square and deeper. Its location indicates how extensive the built-up cemetery 
was and also suggests that there may be further burial chambers in the ground under the trees of 
Saint Stephen's Square. The mausoleum was found in 1975 on the location of the one-time water 
barrage when the technically obsolete cascades above it were demolished. The 1975-1976 
excavation was followed by reconstruction and thorough restoration of the wall paintings. Now this 
simple, single-naved, east oriented little late 4th century Early Christian church is open to visitors. 
The above ground building of the 24m long mausoleum is of east west orientation, of apsidal 
termination and has external buttresses. The mausoleum basically consists of three parts. A 
subterranean burial chamber and a vestibule or narthex in front of it; and a superstructure, which a 
single-nave early Christian church with an apse on the east. (Fig.24.a-b.) The rectangular burial 
chapel is also of east-west orientation. It was originally covered with barrel vaulting but by the time 
it was found it had collapsed. The inner dimensions are 680x340cm. Under the superstructure, 
which was basically functioning as a church, there is a burial chamber hidden in the ground, the 
walls of which are decorated with murals all around. Traces of the coffins are noticeable in the 
chamber and also the lower portion of a white marble sarcophagus in the south-eastern corner. On 
the side of the sarcophagus the personified seasons were carved sometime in the middle of the 4th 
century or slightly later. After the cessation of Roman rule, when the Romans had left the province 
and the city, the new settlers used this and the other burial chambers as dwellings. The marble 
sarcophagus was broken to pieces during the great migrations, the interior was horizontally divided 
and furnaces were constructed in the buildings. The sarcophagus was successfully reconstructed 
from the fragments. The northern, eastern and southern sides of the burial chamber and also its 
perished barrel vaulting were painted. On the northern wall the rectangular field following the one 
with the marble painting portrays Adam and Eve together with the tree of Paradise and the serpent, 
which is followed by a marbled surface with a red disk in the middle. The next field has figural 
decorations: Daniel is standing among the lions with his hands held in prayer. Finally in the corner 
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there are floral ornaments on a narrow surface. Above on the eastern wall the Christogram can be 
seen again together with garlands and red ribbons. Underneath to the left there is a fragmentary 
scene of Noah with the Ark. The right wall is unpainted as the large sarcophagus used to cover 
most of it. On the southern side, next to the sarcophagus there is the marble painting again with the 
red disk in the middle. From small fragmentary remains it can be deduced that the vaulting of the 
burial chapel used to be decorated with figural paintings in rectangular pictures. The reconstruction 
of the sepulchral building, the restoration of the frescoes and the construction of the protective 
building finished in 1986. For the protection of the wall paintings the space allowed for visitors is 
separated from the climatically controlled area of the frescoes. (pl. XIII-XVII.)  
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Fig.25.a-b. 
a. Reconstructional drawing 
b. Burial chamber XIII, ground plan 
(Scale=1:250)

Fig.26. 
Burial chamber, XIV, 
ground plan 
(Scale=1:100)

Fig.27. 
Burial chamber, XV, 
ground plan 
(Scale=1:100)

Fig.28. Burial chamber, XVI, ground plan (Scale=1:100)
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13. 
Early Christian burial chapel 

14, Apáca street, Pécs 
Lot number: 18392/1 

   The chapel was built in the 4th century A.D. and it had no burial chamber level. Originally the 
whole structure of the building functioned as a burial chamber but around 390 A.D. it was 
reconstructed and a stone altar was erected in its apse, and also a semi-circular pew was fashioned 
and this area was divided from the aisles with a small fence. From then on the building only served 
as a chapel, no further burial sites were created inside. The burials from then on were performed 
outside the buildings where the citizens of Sopianae buried their dead in simple, mainly brick or 
stone graves. This type of burial in clusters of graves surrounding the large central buildings is 
characteristic of Sopianae. Out of the over 100 graves found during the excavations a few brick 
graves are viewable in situ. Photographs on the walls acquaint the visitors with the process of the 
excavations and with the objects found. The burial chapel excavated in 1969 is still open for visitors 
today. (Fig.25.a-b.) (pl. XVIII.1.)   

14. 
Painted twin grave 

8, Apáca street, Pécs 
Lot number: 18382  

   This Early Christian twin grave or double grave that was found in Apáca street is decorated with 
wall paintings. The graves were built of stone and brick. Their eastern walls were not plastered or 
painted as they were walled up from the outside and consequently impossible to paint. The top of 
the grave was covered with large bricks to form a gable. It was properly excavated in 1958 but had 
been found earlier in the 18th century when constructing a retaining wall to support a back garden. 
At that time the grave was damaged, one side of it was practically demolished. It is a single-storey 
building; there was no burial chapel above it. On the white side walls of the grave there are red, 
carmine and yellow paintings. The longer side of the grave is divided into three fields, with a lath-
like decoration forming the Christogram in each of them. During the 1958 excavation another two 
burial chambers, 28 brick graves and simpler earth graves were excavated around the twin grave. 
(Fig.26.) (pl. XVIII.2.)  

15. 
Unpainted burial chamber 

8, Apáca street, Pécs 
Lot number: 18382  

   Over a hundred graves were found in the yard of the present county library in 1958, all of which 
surrounded the three smaller burial chambers found here. One of these, excavated in the north-
eastern part of the area, had no paintings on its white plastered walls. There are two small niches in 
its western wall. Originally it was a barrel-vaulted subterranean building. No remains of a chapel 
above it were found during the excavation. (Fig.27.) (pl.XIX.1.)   

16. 
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Communal burial chamber 
8, Apáca street, Pécs 
Lot number: 18382  

The burial chamber, known in professional writings as G/4 burial chamber, is on a north-south axis. 
Funeral furnishings were excavated but no human remains were found. Traces of plastering were 
detectable on the walls but there were no wall paintings. (Fig.28.)  
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Fig.29. Cemetery detail, 
8. Apáca street, Pécs, 4th century A.D

 

 

Fig.30. Cemetery detail, 
14. Szent István square, Pécs, 4th century A.D.



Pécs (Sopianae) Early Christian cemetary Page 1 of 2

file://E:\Pecs-Hungary\html\31.htm 13/09/2001

SOPIANAE PÉCS 

Presently Pages: 31 (previous) (contents) (next)

   There is a large subterranean burial chamber, its dimensions are 944x540cm. Originally it had a 
barrel vaulting, but it had collapsed by the time of excavation. The building is of north-south 
orientation. From the southern entrance a few steps led down to the burial chamber. Graves are 
separated from each other by stones and bricks, and they are built against the two side walls. 
Altogether 14 graves were situated in the building. This burial chamber takes a special place among 
the burial chambers of Sopianae, by being only half lowered into the ground, as was noted at the 
excavation. Presumably the names of the deceased were written on the graves in some cases. Some 
brick fragments that show the names are suggestive: SABINUS and SEROTINUS IUNIOR. Their 
parents, LUVIUS SEROTINUS and ANNIA SABINILA made the inscription.  
   It is these sepulchral buildings and through them the whole of the cemetery that lead us through 
the turbulent era of the great migrations into the Hungarian Middle Ages, thus providing the 
continuity of the city from the Roman age up to the present day.   

3.b. History and development 

   The earliest remains of human settlements in this area are known from the Neolithic period. Earlier 
in the Paleolithic period people did not settle here, perhaps because they could not find a location 
suitable for human habitation. The people of the Linear pattern pottery culture were the first whose 
settlements were disclosed in the vicinity of Pécs. Settlements from the Copper age are known 
especially to the south of the Mecsek hills. People of the Urn Grave burial culture entered the area 
towards the end of the Bronze age, then handing it over to the late Tumulus builders. This 
population invaded the hilltops around present day Pécs in the 7th century BC. They created a 
settlement reinforced with earth mounds, where centres of copper and iron works were found by 
archaeologists. This fortified settlement was the first commercial centre of the area. According to 
written sources it was the Illyrians and Pannonians that the Romans found here at the time of the 
conquest. Pécs came under Roman authority in the first decades AD. During the four centuries of 
the Roman Empire the western half of Hungary, Transdanubia was part of the province of 
Pannonia. The significance of the province was defined by the proximity of Italy. The southern 
boundary of the province bordered Italy: any enemy invading the western Empire, if managing to get 
through Pannonia, was right at the borders of Italy. Thus the province protecting the Empire had a 
primarily military significance. From the beginning of the first century on, the civilization of the 
Empire was spread to military defence and civil administration as well as to every other field of life. 
It ranges from the objects of daily life, to the structure of the settlements, right to the beliefs of the 
native population and the spreading of the Latin language. At the beginning, cultural influence got 
there primarily from the direction of northern Italy and it could be felt mainly in the western and 
south western part of the province. Later it stretched towards east. Lying in the south west of 
Pannonia, Sopianae was right at the meeting point of two cultural influences.  
   The city which developed here, was not significant in the early Imperial age. Its location and 
sheltered position offered a Mediterranean atmosphere to the inhabitants. The first stage of the 
road, following the 1st century of the Imperial age, was further developed with an inn, a stage house 
and maybe even with a market place. The reasons for the development of the place into a city can 
only be deduced. At the end of the 3rd century, Sopianae became the headquarters of the praeses 
(governor) when the colonia and municipium rank of the Roman settlement had even lost their 
formal significance. That was the time, when it was selected by the government. During the reign of 
the Emperor Gallienus, the Imperial cultic centre of the province moved from the central Mursa to 
Sopianae. In the early Imperial age the provincial assembly probably used to sit in Mursa (Eszék, 
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Osijek). It was relocated to Sopianae, probably in the 260s A.D. This is what spurred the 
development of the city. At the end of the 3rd century - the chronology is still uncertain - when the 
military and the civil leadership were separated, a non-military settlement, Sopianae, was selected 
to be the seat of the civil praeses. Soon thereafter the province of Pannonia Inferior was divided 
into two parts, the division line running roughly along the river Drava. The northern part was named 
after Valeria, the daughter of Emperor Diocletian. Sopianae became the seat of this province. This 
rise of administrative officials and their families provided an appropriate economic background for 
the development of the settlement.  
   The ensuing one hundred years can be considered as the golden age of the settlement. This can 
be deduced from the extensive grounds of the cemetery and the large number of graves in it. It 
could be the explanation for the particular richness of the burials - even in Central-Danubian terms - 
that can be seen in the above ground buildings and in the subterranean burial chambers.  
   Also from a Roman guide book (Itinerarium Antonini) edited in the 290s A.D. as well as from 
other available data, it can be concluded that the city became an administrative centre and seat of 
the governor in the 4th century. The guide mentions the cities, settlements, inns and stage houses 
along the roads, which were constructed to ensure the reliability and speed of the state post service, 
cursus publicus. Sopianae is mentioned with reference to many road sections. It lies along the route 
going from Sirmium to Trier, therewith connecting the northern half of the Empire to Constantinople. 
There were three roads leading from Sopianae to the legionary camps of Pannonia, which were 
Carnuntum, Brigetio and  
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Fig.31. The city in the 12th 
century 
1. Bishop's palace and chapter 
2. St. Bartholomew's parish church 
3. All Saints' church

Fig.32. The city in the 15th 
century 
4. Franciscan church and cloister 
5. Benedictine church and cloister 
6. Dominican cloister
7. Augustinian church and
monastic quarters
8. Convent
9. Chapter houses 

Fig.33. The city in the 17th 
century 
1. inner castle
2. mosque of Pasha Gazi Kassim
3. All Saints' church 4. school 
5. mosque of Jakovali Hassan
6. bath 
7-8. mosques 
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   Aquincum. The idea behind the editorial principle of the Itinerarium was to facilitate the orientation 
between the administrative and military centres. Sopianae was one of the main stations on several 
roads that connected the administrative seats in Pannonia, from the end of the 3rd century on. After 
the reorganisations in era of Diocletian, the military governor's seat was in Aquincum and the civil 
governor's seat was in Sopianae. Ammianus Marcellinus, the historian from the end of the 4th 
century bears witness to this. He noted that Probus, later to become governor, was born in 
Sopianae, and his father used to serve in the office of the governor at his time. The golden age of 
the city was during the 4th century when new buildings were constructed and the increasing 
Christian population erected unique cemetery buildings.  
   The search of the remains of Sopianae is hindered by the fact, that it is situated beneath the 
densely built-up modern city of Pécs. Thus the conservation and presentation of ancient buildings 
faces immense obstacles, which in many cases means an unsolvable problem. On the other hand, 
the area of the late Roman cemetery is still a sacral area nowadays.It is surrounded by churches and 
other ecclesiastical buildings, situated in a loosely built up park area where both excavation and 
presentation of the cemetery builduings is much easier to be accomplished. The life of Early 
Christian communities is revealed to us mostly by their burial places and sepulchral monuments, 
since these are the vestiges that survived until today. This can be observed not only in Pannonia but 
all over the Empire. It is due to its painted burial chambers that the 4th century Roman cemetery of 
Sopianae has for many decades been in the forefront of archaeological research in Hungary. 
However, in the last decade, the history of the settlement has become known to us so much, as it 
enables us to roughly recreate the history of the Roman city.  
   The researchers dealing with the history of the city are unanimously of the opinion that in the 
second half of the 4th century there may have been an Episcopal see in Sopianae. This opinion is 
based on the large number of Early Christian buildings and grave-goods decorated with early 
Christian symbols. These buildings lead us to conclude the presence of a large Christian community. 
The following cities are considered Episcopal sees in Pannonia, based on the lists of Bishops that 
have remained to us: Siscia and Iovia in the province of Savia, Sirmium, Mursa and Cibalae in the 
province of Pannonia Secunda. There must have been a numerous Christian community in Savaria, 
the seat of Pannonia Prima as well, but the same as in Sopianae, the existence of a Bishopric there 
can only be presupposed. Unfortunately, antique written documents concerning Sopianae are not 
easy to obtain. Apart from the often quoted lines by Ammianus Marcellinus there is only the data 
from the Itinerarium and the epigraphic material at our disposal. Based on the text of a Roman age 
graffiti, that was found during the excavation of burial chamber VII. in Saint Stephen's Square, we 
presume that the relics of the martyr Demetrius of Sirmium (Sremska Mitrovica - Yugoslavia) were 
buried on the graveyard of Sopianae.  
   The archaeological remains of Early Christian nature in Pécs can be dated to the period after the 
twenties of the 4th century. Following the famous edict of Constantine, or rather the Synod of 
Nicea, Christianity became a state religion in the Roman Empire and religious affiliation left traces in 
the outside appearance of objects and buildings as well. In addition to the well-known architectural 
and burial relics, large numbers of inscriptions of Christian content and Paleochristian symbols can 
be found on small objects, like articles for personal use, e.g. lucernas, ceramics and glass vessels or 
even on bronze tools,.  
   The Christogram is often to be found in Christian graves, accompanying the inscription. Other 
symbols like the Fish, the Anchor and the Dove, also appear on late stone relics, especially on 
gravestones. In the cemeteries simple Christian inscriptions, usually without any ornamental 
decoration on gravestones. In this period of the final dispersal of Christian faith, pagan epitaphs and 
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decoration styles are relegated to the background. It is interesting that in spite of that no 
Paleochristian gravestones are found in Sopianae, although among other grave-goods of the 
cemetery, Early Christian symbols are frequent, as they are favoured motifs of the Sopianae wall 
paintings as well.  
   At the end of the 4th century, some Barbarian peoples received the foederatus status and were 
settled in the area of Pécs. In 1982, a typical 4th century cremation grave with grave-goods was 
found to the south of the core of the late Roman cemetery. Some cremation graves had been 
excavated earlier, within the settlement. The custom of cremation was displaced by the skeletal 
burial as early as the end of the 2nd century. The cremation grave supplied with grave-goods from 
the 4th century can neither be considered as remnants of the early population, nor be related to the 
late Roman population. These burials could rather be dated to the 4th century and they can be 
considered the architectural remains of the population settled-in  
   The territorial unity of Pannonia was maintained after the collapse of the Roman Empire as well. 
Parts of the late Roman population did not leave the province, but lived on in their original 
habitations, under changed circumstances of course, but probably in settlements surrounded by 
large city walls. Sopianae where the majority of late Roman buildings survived the fall of the Empire, 
must have played an important role to the Huns. The slow disappearance of the survived population 
that went together with the abandonment of certain parts of the province was also important for the 
Huns. For these people of Sopianae, the Empire of the Huns under Attila, might have meant 
protection. 
   There is no archaeological evidence suggesting that the Huns used the late Roman buildings, but 
the proximity of the city must have been an advantage to them. Germanic tribes may also have 
appeared among the buildings of the city. 
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Fig.34. Joseph de Haüy's map from 1687 

 

Fig.35. The map of the city from 1864
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   Their archaeological vestiges were found during the excavation of the mausoleum and the Cella 
Trichora as well. A grave from the time of the great migrations was found in Apáca st. and based 
on this find there are data about the fact, that the Cella Septichora was already known during the 
age that age, same the Cella Trichora. The antique town, or rather what remained of it also appears 
in 9th century sources. The Conversio Bagoarorum mentions the town of Pécs as Quincue Basilicae 
in connection with the fact, that Bishop Liupram consecrated a church here in 853 AD. This may 
not have meant the construction of a new church; it could as well mean the reconstruction of the 
Cella Septichora or the repainting of the Cella Trichora in this period.  
   The Christian traditions therefore survived up to the Hungarian Conquest. The earliest Hungarian 
churches were often built on the sites of late Roman cities or cemeteries. It s possible, that the crypt 
of the Pécs basilica was originally an Early Christian chapel from Roman times, with one nave. The 
most important change in the area came with the appearance of the Avars, who practically 
occupied the whole area of the previously Roman province. Disk fibulae found as grave-goods in 
late Avarian cemeteries refer to considerable Byzantine and eastern connections, meaning that the 
Avars living here were in touch with the Byzantine Christians, some of them maybe even practising 
Christianity. According to this, it is not surprising to find Christian symbols, as e.g. evangelical saints 
lifting the cross or fish and birds embodying the Eucharist, in a rosette frame on these disk fibulae. It 
is a fact, that Christianity had been present in the nowadays Hungarian territory right up to the 
Conquest. The church of the age of Árpád was erected on the site of the Roman cemetery. The 
reason for the selection of this site might have been, that at the beginning of the Hungarian Middle 
Ages, some of the burial chambers must have still stood (even if in ruins). By this the sacredness of 
the location was ensured and it made the area suitable for the construction of the first Pécs church 
for the state founding Hungarians.  
   The Bishopric at Pécs was founded in 1009 AD by St. Stephen (István), the founder of the 
Hungarian State. In the selection of the Episcopal See, the Early Christian remains still visible on the 
surface, must have played a role ensuring a sacred location for the church. The clergy of Pécs at the 
beginning of the 11th century must have been aware of their Christian origins. Even the form of 
Cella Trichora must have made it obvious to them, that it was a chapel and so naturally it was 
returned to its original function. Repainting the Cella Trichora in the 11th century suggests this. Even 
in the case of graves and builduings that already disappeared under the surface and came to light 
accidentally, the spiritual value must have been recognised. It is presumed for the painted burial 
chamber I. and the Roman style chapel for the dead built above it. The bones sometimes found in 
graves with symbolic depictions and grave-goods referring to Christianity, must have been 
considered the remains of Christian martyrs and religiously honoured. The building up of the 
territory in the Hungarian Middle Ages changed considerably compared to the Roman era. As was 
mentioned before the medieval city was mainly built on the site of the Roman necropolisand the 
residential area of Sopianae was a little further away.  
   Due to topographical circumstances and the smaller population size, at first a not really urban, but 
scattered settlement developed that consisted of a number of villagelike areas. One of the early 
villages east of the city centre is mentioned in written sources as early as the 12th century. It was set 
around the All Saints' church, probably due to the attraction of the Tettye brook with its plentiful 
water supply. Another conglomeration spread out around the area of present day Széchenyi square 
where the first stage of the St. Bartholomew church which used to be in the place of the later 
mosque, had already existed in the Romanesque period. The centre of authority was the residence 
of the Lord Bishop to the west of the villages. Research is of the opinion, that the Bishop's castle 
was a place fortified in some manner, even during the reign of kings from the house of Árpád, 
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though it was probably surrounded by walls only after the Mongolian invasion in the 12th century. 
The castle appears in written sources for the first time around the turn of the 13th to the 14th 
century, in with reference to internal struggles. Of course the fortifications from the late Middle 
Ages, which are still to be seen today, must have been of a much simpler construction. Its few 
remains were found during archaeological excavations. (Fig.31.)  
   The cathedral was built in the central part of the episcopal castle. As was mentioned before, it is 
postulated that its crypt originates in a Paleochristian cult building. There is neither evidence of the 
fact that the crypt of the present cathedral is based on a late Roman burial chamber, nor of the fact 
that the Episcopal church of the Árpád age was created through the reconstruction of a basilica 
from the Frankish era.  
   The construction of the first cathedral can be dated to the first half of the 11th century. Its founder 
or generous patron must have been St. Stephen's (István) successor King Peter, who probably was 
buried there too. Presumably even this cathedral was a coalescence of three spaces on different 
floor levels: the crypt, the sanctuary above it and the public nave to the west of these. Additionally 
the cathedral must have been adorned with a tower, since according to the chronicle recording the 
destruction of the building during a fire in 1064 AD, even the bells fell from the belfry.  
Its first reconstruction mainly in the 12th century took more than 100 years. In consequence of it, 
the main church with its four towers and its rich sculptural and painted decoration became the most 
prominent Hungarian cathedral in Romanesque style.  
   After further reconstruction, especially after the restoration at the end of the 19th century, the 
original shaape of the cathedral can only be re-established with the help of earlier depictions and 
scattered written data. A main source is the exceptionally rich collection of 700 pieces of carved 
stones, which is kept in the cathedral museum of Pécs for stonework  
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remains. The high level education of the local clergy and consequently their being more fastidious 
and knowledgeable played a main role in the creation of this very distinguished building. The fact 
that the Bishopric of Pécs was one of the richest in the country added to this.  
   The Cella Trichora was attached to the cathedral in this period as well. Its repeated use is verified 
by a second coat of painting with a curtain motif, which is dated to the 11th to 12th century, and 
also by the transferring of the altar from the central (northern) apse into the eastern side-apse.  
   By this early period the bishop's residence had been built already as well, since the above 
mentioned source from 1064 AD comments about the fact, that the palaces next to the cathedral 
also perished in the great fire. From the wall remains found during the course of recent excavations 
in the area, the conclusion can be drawn, that the first Episcopal see was not at its present location 
but further north from the cathedral.  
   There were other buildings on the site of the Bishop's Castle, that can be dated to the times 
before the Mongolian Invasion. The first building period of the small church of the chapter house of 
St. John the Baptist, found in the north-western corner of the Bishop's Castle can be dated to the 
Romanesque period.  
   We have very few data about the development of the area surrounding the castle. Presumably 
there still was a wide empty strip to the south and the east.  
   According to the results of the excavation performed on the hilltop stretching to the west, there 
presumably was a cemetery with a small chapel on its northern part in this location at the Árpádian 
age. The later Canons Houses had not been built yet and the members of the chapter probably still 
lived within the castle of the bishop.  
   It can be assumed, that the Mongolian hordes spilling into the country in the middle of the 13th 
century overran and ravaged Pécs as well. In the following decades, with the weakening of royal 
power in the age of internecine feudal fights, the town was occupied by hostile troops for many 
times. This period did not favour large-scale construction activities.  
   The castle was strengthened after the invasion by the Mongolians, so enabling one of its cantors, 
Miklós to keep it occupied, excluding his fellow canons and the lawful Bishop. The cathedral also 
suffered considerable damage during war. The basilica with its open trusses and wooden ceiling 
was destroyed by fire a number of times in these decades, as can be read in the letter of indulgence 
written by Pope Clement VI in 1345.  
   Reconstruction began in the more peaceful period following the consolidation of the royal power 
of Charles Robert (Károly Róbert) of Anjou. The reign of his son Louis the Great (Nagy Lajos) 
brought a new golden age to Pécs and its cathedral, similar to that of the 12th. Significant 
monuments were left by two bishops of Pécs, Miklós (1346-1360) and Vilmos (1360-1374), who 
had strong influence at the court. As Maecenas, they carried out large scale constructions in the 
city.  
   The foundation of the first Hungarian university in 1367, the Pécs Universitas, is also connected to 
the name of Bishop Vilmos. Experts have been debating its location for centuries. The results of 
excavations behind the cathedral seem to provide a satisfying answer to this question. The wall 
remains that were found there, can probably be identified with the Anjou age university building. 
The finds also indirectly support the notion, that the Bishop's residence was moved to its present 
location on the western side of the Cathedral square in the 16th century.  
   The city went through considerable development in the more peaceful decades of the 14th 
century. A ring wall probably surrounded it at the time and the residential area spread out. The 
canons' houses on the north eastern parts of the area recommended for enhanced protection in the 
area of the Aureous Well, are first mentioned in written sources of 1324 AD.  
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   Members of the chapter had moved out of the Bishop's castle by the 14th century and into their 
own stone houses, which were built in the city. With this, a practically separate clerical quarter 
developed in the above mentioned part of the city. Quite a number of the medieval Canons' Houses 
are still standing (e.g. the Palace of the Grand Provost, mentioned in the 1324 source, at Káptalan 
street 2).  
   At the end of the 15th and beginning of the 16th centuries the city flourished for a relatively short 
period of time. Multi-storey civil stone houses were built with the profits of commission trade. They 
were decorated with carved stone window and door frames, the remains of which were found 
during recent excavations in the noth western part of the city. In the city centre, which was 
surrounded by a wall, the rate of built-up areas increased. (Fig.32.) In those days houses stood on 
a large parts of present day Széchenyi square Saint Stephen's Square to the south of the Bishop's 
castle. The boom ended by the Turkish Invasion.  
   The time of Turkish rule in Hungary is represented by the buildings that survived in the greatest 
number at Pécs. The city was the commercial, religious and cultural Sanjak seat of the Ottoman 
Empire between 1543 and 1686. (Fig.33.)  
   The city was liberated from Turkish occupation in 1686 when the united European armies 
succeeded in pushing the Ottoman Empire back to the Balkans. Afterwards Hungary became part 
of the Habsburg Empire and the Bishopric moved back into the city. The by then Turkish 
population was replaced again by the earlier Hungarian population and Germans settlers, which 
were brought into the country deliberately. Muslim places of worship became Christian churches 
once more, and Dervish cloisters disappeared. Turkish baths on the other hand, were still used for a 
long time after that. The old monastic orders also returned to Pécs and some new monasteries and 
a number of ecclesiastical  
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schools were built. The towers and walls separating the Bishop's Castle from the city were 
demolished and by the construction of the Baroque Bishop's Palace and the Castle 
Presbytery ,from the esplanade in front of the cathedral the city's ecclesiastic main square was 
formed. It was during this construction work, that the first burial chamber appeared from among 
Early Christian cemetery buildings, one and a half thousand years of age. In course of this 
recognition of the fact developed, that the Pécs Bishopric settled down in this exact location, 
because of the zeal of the Christians in Sopianae.  
   The most significant patron of Pécs was the last Lord Bishop, György Klimó (1751-1777). As 
well as the ornamentation of the cathedral, the Baroque style reconstruction of the residence, which 
is still visible on the southern façade today, is connected with his name. He also added a new wing 
to the palace on the same side. Besides this, bishop Klimó established a famous library, which he 
made available to the public in the big hall on the upper level of the palace in 1774.  
   The bishop had large-scale plans for giving the cathedral and its surrounding buildings a uniform 
Baroque appearance, as well as for the construction of an ornamental square in front of them. He 
was thwarted in the realisation of his plans by his death. The building of the chapter and the castle 
presbytery, (en)closing the square, is one of the most beautiful late Baroque monuments in the city 
of Pécs, though its creation was left to Klimó's successor.  
   Having cast down the authority of the landlord, the esplanade in front of the castle could be built 
up. Fortunately the development plan, which foresaw the allotment of building sites in the area of the 
present-day park, was not accomplished. But the building up of three sides of today's Saint 
Stephen's Square was started at that time. The construction of the southern border wall was 
finished in the 20th century.  
   The pulling down of the southern walls and the gate tower of the Bishop's Castle and the filling-in 
of its moat was done at the same time as the reconstruction of the cathedral, by Mihály Pollack, in 
the 1810s. A public park, the predecessor of today's Promenade Square was founded by the 
Bishop in place of it. In this way the separation of the old feudal centre of authority and the civil part 
of the city came to an end and a special agglomeration of particular symmetry was developed. It 
became one of the most beautiful monument ensembles in the country, with its special history, its 
graciously balanced proportions and its architecture ultimately developed by the 20th century. From 
the end of the 18th century on, the city wall was broken through with streets at a number of places 
and the narrow gates were demolished, thus facilitating traffic. After the development of the area at 
Saint Stephen's Square, as early as the middle of the 19th century, the development of present day 
Széchenyi Square was performed. In place of the tattered buildings on its eastern side, a row of 
multi-storey houses with uniform facades was erected. (Fig.35.)  
   The economic boom in the second half of the 19th century, with the beginning of intensive coal 
mining and the development of manufacturing industry induced an intensified building fever in the 
area. As a consequence of this, the earlier, largely Baroque picture of the city centre of Pécs 
became dominated by the Historicizing style. The reconstruction of the Basilica (1882-1891) during 
the time of Bishop Nándor Dulánszky (1879-1896), a man of vision, was a milestone in this change 
of style. Although the majority of the material of the cathedral fell prey to this 'stylistic restoration', it 
has to be admitted, that the designer, the Viennese professor of architecture Friedrich von Schmidt, 
enriched the town with a magnificent Neo-Romanesque work of art.  

3.c. A short history of the archaeological research and monument preservation performed 
on the site of the Sopianae Early Christian cemetery. 
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   Archaeological research and monument protection in the area of Pécs has a history of 200 years. 
This history of research, primarily concerning the Roman age vestiges, shall be summarized at this 
place. The cemetery of Sopianae lies directly under the city centre. That is why its research faces a 
number of difficulties. Many of the excavations are rescue actions and the majority of the area is 
completely unavailable to research, because of its densely built-up nature. Archaeologists also have 
to struggle with the difficulty, that the remains are deep down under the surface and they have to 
make scientific statements matching the results of excavations which have been performed far from 
each other in time, as sometimes there is an over one hundred-year-long period between the 
excavations of adjacent territories.  

The first mention of the Early Christian vestiges found in the area of the late Roman Pécs cemetery 
is from the 18th century. 

1716 The first Early Christian burial chamber was found in the yard of the present day Louis 
the Great (Nagy Lajos) Grammar School of the Cistercian Order, (in those days Jesuit 
Grammar School).



Pécs (Sopianae) Early Christian cemetary Page 1 of 2

file://E:\Pecs-Hungary\html\38.htm 13/09/2001

SOPIANAE PÉCS 

Presently Pages: 38 (previous) (contents) (next)

1782 Burial chamber I. was found. The cubiculum above it was found during the 
demolition of the Szathmári Palace above it. The discovery of burial chamber I. 
directed attention to the importance of research concerning Early Christian vestiges. 
J. Koller gives an account of this find in his work named 'Prolegomena' in 1804. 

1863 Imre Henszlmann surveyed the burial chamber, made a drawing of the wall paintings 
and identified the basic problems. He was the first to establish that they were not 
catacombs, but individual buildings.

1863-1864 First effort at the rescue of the burial chamber but the operation was unsuccessful.

1789 The plans of the protective buildings were made by Frigyes Schulek.

1888 Plans for the protection were made by Friedrich Schmidt, who lead the 
reconstruction of the cathedral. But these plans were not realised. 
The ventilation system envisaged by Schmidt - which would not have been suitable 
for the adequate protection of the wall paintings even in the case of perfect 
operation - was not realised.

1901 A detail of the wall painting of Mary and the baby Jesus was found on the wall of 
the burial chamber by art historian Béla Czobor.

1907 The first publication by Otto Szônyi on Early Christian monuments was published.

1913 13 graves were found during the reconstruction of burial chamber I.

1913-1914 István Möller, the reknown architect specialized in monuments and Otto Szônyi 
worked together in the rescue of burial chapel I. Their first joint task was 
excavation and insulation. Möller was the designer, while the excavations were lead 
by Szônyi. Möller realized the protection of the object at the highest level of his 
time, but even that was not enough to ensure a long term solution. The precise 
survey of burial chamber I. can be considered as one of the important results of this 
operation.

1913 Discovery of burial chambers III., IV. and V. during the excavation of István Möller 
and Otto Szônyi.

1922 Excavation of the unpainted burial chamber vi. The excavations were directed by 
István Möller and Otto Szônyi. 
Excavation of the Cella trichora (István Möller and Otto Szônyi).

1935 The Danish Ejnar Dyggve corrected the catacomb concept based on the research 
to date. He published the reconstruction of the two-storey building in his study in 
1935. Returning to the correct notion of Henszlmann, from the remains he drew the 
unit of an subterranean burial chamber and a memorial chapel erected above it.

1938-1939 Exploration and documentation of the Cella septichora (Gyula Gosztonyi).

1939 Gyula Gosztonyi only performed the excavation of painted burial chamber II. in 
1939, but the building had been found well before that. It was found at the 
construction of the deep cellar of the castle presbytery, stretching far to the west at 
the end of the 18th century. At the excavation Gosztonyi found the vault of the 
burial chamber hidden under the surface at a depth of 6.65 m. It had partially 
collapsed and its interior was filled with earth.
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collapsed and its interior was filled with earth.
The restoration of the wall paintings of burial chamber I. was realised by Ferenc 
Dex.

1940 Two unpainted burial chambers were excavated next to the Cella septichora by 
Gyula Török and Aladár Radnóti.

1940-1955 Archaelogcal excavation of the Early Christian cemetery was suspended for a long 
period.

1955 Aladár Radnóti began research in the area. He was performing excavations in 
connection with the repair work that became necessary at the Cella trichora.
The Roman age excavations in Pécs and monument reconstruction of the sepulchral 
buildings in the Early Christian cemetery were directed by Ferenc Fülep for 25 
years. He published a number of works on his results and in his educational 
activities he made a point in informing the public about them. Following in the 
footsteps of Gosztonyi he initiated and organised the monument reconstruction 
program of the Early Christian complex anew, which spanned from excavation to 
reconstruction in order to open the monuments to the public.
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3.d. The form and date of the most recent data referring to the site 

Maps 
Authentic real estate registration maps are available at the Regional Land Registration Office (2, 
Apáca st., Pécs) The register is digitalized referring to both the inner city and the outer areas. The 
scaling of the inner city area is 1:1000 that of the outer areas is 1:2000. It was produced according 
to the standards referring to the scaling of 1:1000 in the inner city areas and 1:2000 in the outer 
areas. The same database is at disposal at the Mayor's Office in Pécs. Sector records of all kinds 
of layer division and adequate for the given purpose can be created here. These maps can be found 
at the Informatics Department and at Pécs Geodesic and Cartographic Ltd which is under the 
direction of the City Development Department.   

Proprietorship registers  
Authentic real estate registry data reflecting the cadastral and legal state are also available at the 

1958 1958 Burial chamber VII. was excavated next to the cella trichora by Ferenc 
Fülep.

1958-1961 Excavation of burial chambers XIV., XV., XVI. and the cemetery section belonging 
to them in the yard of the county library by Ferenc Fülep (Apáca street 8.). 

1968-1971 Ferenc Fülep performed excavations on other sites in Apáca street. Monument 
reconstruction was performed on all three sites, parallel to the excavations.

1969 Burial chamber XIII., which was later used as a chapel, was found on the boundary 
of plots Geisler street 14 and Szent István Square 12. Its up-to-date and aesthetic 
protective building was designed by Ágnes Vladár. 
(OMVH = National Monument Protection Bureau, Budapest).

1975-1976 Excavation of the Early Christian mausoleum in Szent István Square. The Pécs 
work of Ferenc Fülep was crowned by the 1975/76 exploration of the Early 
Christian mausoleum which was found on the site of the St. István square water 
barrage. The wall remains of the chapel were also found above the burial chamber 
decorated with wall paintings.

1978-1984 Reconstruction work of the Early Christian mausoleum, based on the plans by 
Zoltán Bachman. 

1988 The up-to-date reconstruction of painted burial chamber II. designed by Zoltán 
Bachman was completed. 
(Fig.41-42.) 

1994 Beginning of the construction work of burial chamber I. designed by Zoltán 
Bachman together with subterranean work. (Fig.39-40.) 

1999-2000 Reconstruction work on burial chamber I. was continued with above ground 
exploration and excavation. Burial chamber V. was found. 

2000 The exploration of burial chamber V. commenced (Gábor Kárpáti and Zsuzsa 
Katona Gyôr)
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regional Land Registration Office.   

Sector documentation  
Sector documentation packages of twelve topics are in the possession of the local government of 
Pécs County Seat and in the care of the technical section of the City Development Department, 
which are the following:  

I. Public utilities plans  

II. Cadastral documents  

III. Landscaping /Park landscaping  

IV. Architectural documents  

V. Cellar works  

VI. Abutments  

VII. Road documents  

VIII. Park forestry  

IX. Construction-geological maps  

X. Construction-geological documents  
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Fig.36. Imre 
Henszlmann's

survey drawings
of the frescos of the 

burial chamber I.
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City development documents 
General development plans 
Specified development plans 

In 1994 decree no.60 of the general assembly of Pécs County Seat stipulated the general 
development plans. 

Resolution no.88 /1981 and its amendments by the executive committee of Pécs County Seat 
provides for the protected city centre. Preparations for the renewal of this resolution are in 
progress. 

Monument Registration is done at the National Monument Protection Bureau. 

Archaelogcal Registration can be found at the Directorate of Cultural Heritage and in the Janus 
Pannonius Museum. 

Environmental data are handled and supplied by the Southern Transdanubian Environmental 
Advisory Board and the Southern Transdanubian Water Board. 

Meteorological data are handled and supplied by the National Meteorological Service. 

  

3.e. The current state of protection 

   Each of the nominated buildings as archaeological objects unter archaeological protection. It is 
not only the site of the cemetery and within it plots of five topological lot numbers on which the 
nominated 16 buildings can be found that are declared protected by the district court (as cadastral 
authority) resolution no. 68837/67 based on article 18 of Act 9 of 1963, but the historical centre, 
the city walls and the site of the Roman age settlement as well. Historic monuments are protected 
by law in Hungary. Act LIII of 1995 provides the general rules concerning the protection of the 
environment and the protection of the constructed (artificial) environment.  
   Act XXI of 1996 regulates country development and country planning. It lays down the 
local/regional tasks concerning the protection of the environment, of the landscape and of nature.  
   Act LIV of 1997 on monument protection is meant to assert the requirements of monument 
protection by the objectives of the shaping and protection of the whole of the constructed 
environment, country and town development, within the protection of the environment, of nature, of 
the landscape and of public education, with consideration to international obligations.  
   Act CXL of 1997 on the protection of cultural possessions and of museum institutes, on public 
library service and on public education, provides for the exploration, preservation, protection and 
publicising of the exploration of cultural assets, and among others of the archaeological heritage that 
has been accumulated and preserved in the course of national and universal history.  
   The acts enumerated above provide the legal basis for the protection of the burial chambers, as 
parts of the constructed archaeological heritage, and values of universal, cultural and historical 
significance. The excavations and reconstructions are being carried out in accordance with these 
regulations. At the moment the rescue operations on the building and wall paintings of burial 
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chamber i. are being performed on the basis of the currently valid building permit no.31.799/8/1996 
(1997.II.19.) by the National Monument Protection Bureau.  
   The restoration and conservation of the building, as well as monument reconstruction of the Early 
Christian mausoleum, which was completed under the ownership of the Hungarian state in 1988. 
The protection is adequate, as professional supervision is provided by the Janus Pannonius 
Museum. Its maintenance is the task of the government trustee, which means the repair of the 
equipment (climate control, ventilation equipment). There is a similar technical service system in the 
painted burial chamber II., which is owned by the Bishopric of Pécs. Reconstruction and 
restoration has perfectly conserved the building. (Fig.41-42.)  
   Opening the monuments to the public has been a problem right from the beginning, since 
conservation had to adjust to the modern city structure. The correct comprehension of the antique 
and present day surface level relations meant characteristic difficulties, especially in avoiding the 
former approach, which saw the remains as catacombs. This is why the efforts to keep the separate 
entrances and indicate the Roman age street surface levels are proper in the case of the monuments 
that are open to the public. It was always the restoration of the frescoes found in the burial 
chambers during reconstruction, that meant the most difficult tasks. The wall paintings, due to their 
conditions are extremely endangered, because of the evaporation or condensation of moisture, the 
deposition of salts and fungi establishment occuring between the wall structures and the air space 
and on this boundary. Fortunately the destruction is only small scale and restoration has never been 
overly extensive and has never been performed at the cost of authenticity. The mausoleum  
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Fig.38.
István Möller's 

plans for the
ventilation of

burial chamber I.
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and the no.II "wine pitcher" burial chamber, as a result of reconstruction work in the 1980s are both 
open to visitors. The insulated , frescoed walls in both are surrounded by climate controlled air 
space, which is divided from the public by hermetically sealed glass walls. Thus visiting of the site 
imposes no further danger to the frescoes. Now they can be observed from an 'external' view point 
by walking around them. The structures, the frescoes and the sarcophagus were restored to the 
extent of recognisability. The climate controlled space provides good protection for the frescoes.  
   The final reconstruction of burial chamber II. was completed by 1988. The subterranean 
protective building is on two levels. We can look into the interior of the burial chamber through 
glass placed in front of the original entrance on the lower level. The wall basis of the upper part of 
the burial chamber lies on the Roman surface level and suggests its former wall mass. The missing 
part of the vaulting of the burial chamber was substituted with glass so there is an excellent view 
from here onto the wall paintings in the completely enclosed, climate controlled area. (Fig.41.)  
   The protective building over the unpainted burial chamber XIII. was erected in the 1970s. The 
conservation and restoration of the burial chambers XIV to XVI, also in Apáca street was not 
carried out with the above mentioned technology in the 1960s. That is why there has been some 
deterioration in both the consistency and the paintwork. In order to prevent further deterioration 
these burial chambers are temporarily closed for the public until final restoration has been carried 
out. A number of non-painted buildings were re-inhumed after exploration. It would be essential to 
present these as well and plans are being prepared concerning them. The reconstruction of burial 
chamber no.I. is in progress, using the method used for the mausoleum and burial chamber no.II. 
based on the plans by Zoltán Bachman, who planned the previous two reconstructions as well. 
(Fig.39-40.)   

3.f. Strategies and programs associated with the introduction and development of the site   

   The strategic tasks concerning the sites of the nominated buildings are being harmonised with the 
above mentioned acts and the urban development plans. The nominated buildings and the protective 
zone receive a special emphasis in the amendments to these, under preparation at the moment. The 
organisation plan describes the present condition of the built-up surroundings, defines the objectives 
and gives a detailed account of the tools available and necessary for their realisation. The objective 
of the plans is to introduce the objects both as a complex and as individual buildings in order to 
approach the original condition as best we can. The concept according to which the exhibition area 
and the reconstruction of the buildings should be realised beneath ground level, is perfectly suitable 
for subterranean buildings. The strategic plan is going to follow the already accepted practice of 
authentically protecting this cultural heritage by reconstruction in the future as well.  
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Fig.39. Cross section of the projected construction for the presentation of the underground 
burial chambers that are situated in front of the Cathedral -- The fully painted crypt named 
„Peter and Paul" is going to be visible from below.  
Architect: Zoltán Bachman 

Fig.40. Some pages from the desk of the designers: the draft studies of Zoltán Bachman and 
István Kistelegdi for the underground presentation of the "Peter and Paul" burial chamber 
and the adjacent unpainted burial chambers.  
Architect: Zoltán Bachman 
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Fig.42. The axonometric 
drawing 

of burial chamber II, the 
remaining walls 

of the burial chapel and 
of the protecting building 

Architect: Zoltán Bachman

The surface
of the upperlevel 

The walls of the
protective building

The present surface

Remains of the chapel

The walls of the burial chamber

Climate controlled area

Staircase

Hall

Fig.41. The plan and cross 
section of the "Pitcher" burial 
chamber after the completion 
of the presentation/protecting 
building. 
Architect: Zoltán Bachman

Wall of the new protectiv building

Wall of the burial chamber

Painted walls
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Fig.43. Isometric picture of the new presentation, draft study of the Cella Trichora. 
Architect: Zoltán Bachman 

 

Fig.44. Cella Trichora. The new reconstruction and presentation, draft study of the chapel: 
a. current situation 
b. the plan of the presentation level of the chapel: by completely freeing the walls the 
presentation makes a better understanding of the ancient space formation 
Architects: Zoltán Bachman and István Kistelegdi
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4.
MANAGEMENT

(See Management Plan enclosed)

The aim of the management plan is that following the all-inclusive recording of the present condition 
of the complex (ownership, environmental conditions, legal status, state of research, city 
environmental development/maintenance/ operation) it should define the long- and medium- term 
and daily tasks concerning the further  

-- research 
-- protection 
-- management 
-- utilisation 

of the vestiges/site

Make a recommendation for the method and scheduling of developing the

-- legal                  -- financial 
-- organisational    -- personal

conditions for the realisation of the above and for the circle of participants in a comprehensive 
PROGRAM PLAN. 

4.a. Proprietary conditions 
(see map 6. Enclosed in Managament Plan) 

The buildings of the Early Christian cemetery 
Name Adress Topological

lot number
Owner/
Representative

1. (Peter-Paul) burial
chamber I .

Szent István square, Pécs 18295 Pécs Bishopric
Gyula Wolf

2. ("Wine Pitcher") burial
chamber II.

Szent István square, Pécs 18295 Hungarian State 
chamber II. J.P. 
Museum
Dr. Zoltán Huszár

3. Unpainted burial
chamber III.

Szent István square, Pécs 18295 Pécs Bishopric
Gyula Wolf

4. Unpainted burial
chamber IV.

Szent István square, Pécs 18295 Pécs Bishopric
Gyula Wolf

5. Burial chamber V. Szent István square, Pécs 18295 Pécs Bishopric
Gyula Wolf

6. Burial chamber VI. Szent István square, Pécs 18295 Pécs Bishopric
Gyula Wolf
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Gyula Wolf

7. Burial chamber VII. Szent István square, Pécs 18295 Pécs Bishopric
Gyula Wolf

8. Burial chamber VIII. Káptalan st. Pécs 18344 Hungarian State
J.P. Museum
Dr. Zoltán Huszár
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4.b. The legal status of management  

   The preservation of the quality and values of the vestiges is ensured by measures and 
implementations that include the authentic preservation of the original condition. At the same time 
they ensure the enforcement of the cultural values, while promoting the idea that contemporary 
society should manage and utilise this unique heritage complex according to both economic and 
deeply entrenched social considerations.
Both the methods and levels of protection appear in a double, hierarchic form: 

1. the first level is represented by the state and its central organisations, 

2. the second by the local governmental and civil organisations of the local community. 

Concerning its nature the legal regulation provides the legal basis for the protection and sets out 

9. Burial chamber IX. Káptalan st. Pécs 18344 Hungarian State
J.P. Museum
Dr. Zoltán Huszár

10. Cella trichora Szent István square, Pécs 18295 Pécs Bishopric
Gyula Wolf

11. Cella septichora Káptalan st. Pécs 18300
18344

18301/1

Hungarian State
J.P. Museum
Dr. Zoltán Huszár

12. Early Christian 
mausoleum

Szent István square, Pécs 18392/1 Hungarian State
J.P. Museum
Dr. Zoltán Huszár

13. Burial chamber 
XIII.

14, Apáca st. Pécs 18387
18389/2

Baranya County
Local Government
J.P. Museum
Dr. Zoltán Huszár

14. Painted twin grave 8, Apáca st. Pécs 18382 Baranya County
Local Government
J.P. Museum
Dr. Zoltán Huszár

15. Unpainted burial 
chamber

8, Apáca st. Pécs 18382 Baranya County
Local Government
J.P. Museum
Dr. Zoltán Huszár

16. Communal burial 
chamber

8, Apáca st. Pécs 18382 Baranya County
Local Government
J.P. Museum
Dr. Zoltán Huszár
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general principles for research, restoration, introduction and management activities.  

4.c. Protection rules assisting management and implementations of their application 

   The laws define the rules of official procedure, their competence, and their authority which is 
obligatory in every activity concerning the vestiges. The national legal background is the following: 
   Act LXXVIII of 1997 on Shaping and Protecting the Constructed Environment. Entry nos (2), 
(3), (4) of article 56 of the act regulate the protection of the architectural heritage in general, and 
declare: 
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"(2) Elements of outstanding value of the architectural heritage have to be designated (considered 
protected) maintained, preserved, utilised and introduced as parts of the international (universal), 
national and local architectural heritage.   

(3) Elements of outstanding universal value of the international architectural heritage have to be 
maintained, preserved, utilised and introduced in accordance with the relevant international 
agreements.   

(4) The government performs its functions concerning world heritage via the minister with the co-
operation of the National Hungarian Committee of World Heritage."   

-- Act LIII of 1995 puts down, as a general objective for the protection of the environment the 
development of a harmonious relationship between man and his environment, the protection of the 
elements and processes of the environment, and ensures the environmental conditions for 
sustainable development.   

-- Act LIV of 1997 on Monument Protection considers it the task of monument protection:  
"(1) to discover, scientifically evaluate and enumerate creations deserving protection, to establish 
their protectable environment and to decree their protection,  
   b./ to ensure the maintenance of the monuments and their environment, their reconstruction, 
protection and utilisation in accordance with their intangible value.  
(2) Monuments of outstanding significance in exclusive state ownership must be utilised by giving 
preference to public functions connected to national or universal culture."   

4.d. The organisation(s) performing the management and contact persons    

In accordance with the previous 4.c. section the site including the complex enjoyed protection from 
the state earlier as well, both archaeologically and as monuments, by the Ministerial Decrees nos 
66549/1966 and 17/1966. Article 14 of Act LIV of 1997 which stipulated that the Early Christian 
burial chapel ("Wine Pitcher" burial chamber) and the Early Christian mausoleum that had already 
been reconstructed and made viewable for the community must be kept in exclusive state 
ownership.  
   On the local level legal regulation is ensured by local governmental decrees ( obligatory for 
everyone) and local governmental resolutions (referring to the activities of the local government and 
its institutions).   

The official management of the elements of the complex consists of two parts: in consequence of the 
monument status of the reconstructed vestiges the legal responsibility is exercised by the Monument 
Control Directorate of the National Monument Protection Bureau on the basis of the act on 
monument protection.  
The decrees of the Act on Archaeology refer to objects under excavation/research  
The right of authority in the first degree in this area is exercised by the city local government.   

   The plan of excavation is prepared by the archaeological experts of the Janus Pannonius 
Museum. The museum submits it for authorisation to the Directorate of Cultural Heritage based on 
the professional research plan. The bureau presents the plan to the excavation committee and after 
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the professional resolution of the committee it gives permission for the excavation work. The people 
responsible are the excavating archaeologists and the manager of the Janus Pannonius museum. The 
full planning organisation, excavation and reconstruction activities are performed within the sphere 
of activities of the above- mentioned authorities and professional organisations, thus ensuring that 
professionalism will be guaranteed.  

4.e. Various levels of management  

   At the moment it is the owners that are responsible for the daily running and financing of the 
maintenance. (see 4.a.) With the setting up of the Management Plan Committee and the Co-
ordination Unit the management of this activity was unified.  
   The Management Plan Committee consists of the representatives of national, regional and local 
public bodies, civil professional organisations and of the inhabitants. (see management plan 9.2. and 
9.3.)  
An important participant in the diverse activities of management (research, planning, reconstruction, 
introduction, operation) together with the owners, is the Public Foundation created for the rescue of 
the Pécs Early Christian burial chambers and the institutions running the operation of city.  
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4.f. Verified plans and measurements concerning the site  

   The memorial complex lies in the north-western sector of the historical inner city of Pécs where 
the directives of 88/1981 VB, the specified development plan, are valid for the historical city centre. 
The review of the town development plan will be finished and accepted by the city. The plan 
regulates not only the accepted country development and maintenance tasks in accordance with the 
perspective of archaeological and monument protection, but also contains strict regulations referring 
to the memorial environment delineated by law.  
As well as the national regulations both the current city development plan and the one in the process 
of verification provide a local, legal basis for the official activities of the archaeological, monumental 
and building authorities.  

Valid plans and measures referring to the area 

Reconstruction plans of the burial chambers 

Name Acceptance documents Supplementary comments

General development plan 60/1994. local government 
decree

Regulation specifications. Article 33

General development 
plans of the city centre

88/1981. executive committee 
resolution and its amendments

Copy of the lay-out plan of the 
north-western sector with legend

(See Maps No. 9-10. enclosed in Management Plan)

1. Peter-Paul burial chamber 50050/1951  

31799/8/1996 Monument protection.

  1049-07-114/2000 Building permit.

  33968/2/2000 Archaeological excavation permit.

5. Burial chamber V. 1050-07-115/2000 Position by monument special 
authorities

  33966/2000 Archaeological excavation permit

10. Cella trichora 50050/1951 Position by monument special 
authorities

11. Cella septichora 50050/1951 Position by monument special 
authorities

12. Wine pitcher burial chamber 50050/1951 Position by monument special 
authorities

13. Paleochristian burial chapel 16494/1976 Monument protection

14. Painted twin grave 50050/1951 Monument protection

15. Unpainted burial chamber 50050/1951 Monument protection

16. Communal burial chamber 16494/1976 Monument protection
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4.g. Budget sources

The expenses of research, reconstruction and operation have come and are going to continue to 
come from a number of sources: 

-- Owners 
-- State support 
-- Foundation funds 
-- International support 
-- Operational income 

17. Area of monument 
significance

00179/1966 Monument area protection

General Assembly Resolution 413/1996 (11.7) About the World Heritage application

General Assembly Resolution 183/1997 (04.24) About the World Heritage application

(See Document No. 3, enclosed in Management Plan)

Joint declaration by the 19 June 1997

County Local Government, Diocese

(See Document No. 1. enclosed in Management Plan)

Pécs Local Government  18 July 2000

(See Document No. 2. enclosed in Management Plan)
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   The expenses of the research and reconstruction work of the Early Christian monuments in 1988 
were estimated at a cost of 450M HUF , based on the study by the National Monument Protection 
Bureau which belongs to the Ministry of National Cultural Heritage.  
   The expenditure in the past 10 years has come to 80M HUF. The actual estimated total amount 
at the 2000 price level is 550M HUF. This allocation forms the basis of financial planning.  
   The running expenses appear in the budgets of the organisational units of the owners, since the 
form of the unified running organisation has not yet been developed. This can be divided into two 
parts: the operational and running expenses of the monuments renovated for the general public, and 
those expenses that will ensure avoiding the endangerment of the monuments still under research 
and reconstruction.  
   The volume of the estimated expenses may grow considerably if during research some new 
vestiges come to light or if during research or reconstruction some unforeseen geological, 
hydrological structural problems have to be solved. An example of this is burial chamber V. that 
was found during the reconstruction work of the Peter-Paul burial chamber and which also lies in 
the proximity of the structural walls of the surrounding buildings. Such cost- increasing factors may 
well comprise the mechanical, temperature-controlling solutions that will have to be budgeted for 
because of the number of visitors expected after the reconstruction. The planning of the other large 
part of the operational expenses is less well prepared and less established. The basic reason for this 
is that in the case of the two monuments ("Wine Pitcher" burial chamber and the mausoleum) that 
can be freely visited, the multiplying effect resulting from the considerable increase in the number of 
visitors that is part and parcel with the development of the complex of well-known monuments, has 
not yet transpired.  
   Along with the increase in numbers we also have to reckon with the costs of the necessary 
complementary investments and their operational costs, although these will obviously serve not only 
the visitors of the Paleochristian monuments but also those of the surrounding monument complex as 
well.  
   For the adaptation of this unique complex of monuments and the other surrounding cultural 
monuments to their surroundings, a landscape and public area development plan was prepared by 
the National Monument Protection Bureau. This plan was prepared with the extensive consideration 
of the city development regulations developed according to the management directives and forms a 
basis for the creation of optimal operational conditions and cost estimates of operation.  

4.h. Expert and tutors available for protection and management  

The professional background was provided by the national, regional and local organisations dealing 
with archaeological vestiges and monuments during the course of the excavations and renovations.  
These are:   

-- National Monument Protection Bureau  
-- Budapest Museum of History  
-- Hungarian National Museum  
-- The directorate of the museums of Baranya county  
-- The State Monument Reconstruction and Restoration Centre  
-- Pécs University.  

   Architects, art historians, restorers, anthropologists, archaeologists, geodetic surveyors, structural 
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engineers and hydrologists have participated in the work so far. Considerable assistance was 
provided by the report elaborated by the experts of the European Council which refers to the 
protection and reconstruction of the Peter-Paul burial chamber.  

4.i. Visitor service institutions, possibilities and statistics  

   The requirements resulting from the expected increase in the number of visitors should be defined 
in the framework of a general activity plan extending to both the complex and the buffer zone, in 
which the following are clarified:  

-- The potential sources of danger concerning the site and the means of averting them.  
-- The number and frequency of visitors.  
-- The ratio between running costs and expected income  

   Concerning the present situation it has to be established that parking, health and information 
facilities suitable for the needs of the visitors are rather limited. The city is trying to clarify ways of 
developing these, with international co- operation in the framework of the ECOS OVERTURE 
AVEC (Alliance de Villes Européennes de Culture) program of the European Committee.  
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The aim of the project concerning Pécs is, among others, the following:  

-- To prepare a local project for presenting and increasing public 
awareness of the heritage.  
-- To develop an economic development centre concerning the topic of 
the heritage.  
-- To participate in the preparation for the acceptance of the Early 
Christian monuments on the UNESCO World Heritage List. 
-- To define a development and support strategy based on this rich 
heritage.  

Considering the rather small dimensions of the site of the monument complex and its place in the city 
structure the following institutions can be taken into account concerning services:  

-- The experts of local tourist organisations can provide interpreting in English, French, 
German, Italian and Croatian, or in the case of special groups, in Czech, Spanish or 
Russian. 
-- To substitute the previously more humble information sheet the city has produced a 
multi-lingual booklet. Publications introducing both the city's past in general and the 
Early Christian monuments are available in the bookshops, at newsagents and at 
museums in the city centre. Close to the site of the area nominated for World Heritage 
status, in the main square of the city there is a county and a city tourist information 
centre. Accommodation of various categories in the city satisfy the current demands, 
and their development is continuous. The capacity and distribution of catering and 
commercial units has developed pleasingly in the city since the change of regime and 
free-time establishments have also been created in smaller numbers in the historical 
city centre. 
-- The city wishes to solve the problem of parking with the realisation of the 
developments outlined in the parking concept accepted in the No. 611/1997(12.11.) 
General Assembly resolution. It being a restricted area, this concept aims mainly at 
developing better public transportation along one of the major public transportation 
lines directly affecting the area at a distance of about 150-200m.  
(See Map No. 12. enclosed in Management Plan) 
A car park of larger capacity could be developed at the edge of the city centre.  
Visitors can approach the complex of the Early Christian monuments via other 
monuments of the city.  
-- Public toilet facilities are available at the peripheries of the buffer zone. The 
feasibility study prepared on the area involved the development of further capacities 
partly in the old barn building of the bishopric (to serve groups of up to 80 people and 
disabled people) and also in the planned visitors' centre. 
Two of the Pécs Early Christian monuments can be visited without limitations at the 
moment (no. II. 'Wine Pitcher" burial chamber and the Early Christian mausoleum); 
the no.13 burial chamber at 14, Apáca st. may be visited only in limited numbers, 
because of microbiological endangerment. The "Wine Pitcher" burial chamber is run 
by the owner bishopric. The annual number of visitors exceeded 100,000 in the year 
1999, 40% of whom were students.  
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The state-owned Early Christian mausoleum is run by the County Museum. The 
number of visitors here is lower (around 40,000 people) but the proportion is similar. 
No monuments can be visited free of charge.  
-- Personal and property protection and public security in the area is ensured by the 
town's inner-city police force , the organization of public order supervision and the city 
fire brigade. Along with the growing number of visitors the presence of security forces 
will also have to be increased in the city. The institutional frameworks with their 
flexible operational systems are suitable for this.   

4.j. Management plan of the site and its objectives  

The practice of the management of the Pécs Early Christian monuments was carried out in 
accordance with the management principles in many respects even before their nomination to the 
World Heritage list. The full-scale complexity deals with the questions of:   

-- research  
-- documentation  
-- reconstruction  
-- introduction  
-- maintenance  
-- revision in adequate detail  

   Revision in adequate detail was missing, largely due to the lack of financial resources. The 
Secretariat of the Hungarian National Committee of World Heritage operating within the framework 
and under the direction of the Ministry of National Cultural Heritage, which can cohesively direct 
the management of the sites nominated to the World Heritage lists in the fields of planning, 
scheduling and financing, was also absent.  
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   This is why the Secretariat (National Council) surveyed the present condition of the complex with 
special attention paid to the practice of management up until then. On the basis of this it can be 
established that:   

-- The objectives of the management plan have been outlined on the national, regional 
and local levels and in the documents  
-- The maintenance of the documents, beginning from the immediate intervention to 
urgent and necessary measures is being performed in practice as well, and some 
development steps toward the future have also been taken.  
-- State/legal regulation ensures a suitable framework for operations and local 
regulatory conditions have also been created or are being prepared.  
-- Although the beginnings of a management plan committee exist and the co-
operation of the potential partners has begun, the formal creation of the committee and 
the development of its operational framework could significantly assist both research 
and reconstruction work. The institutions formulating the conditions of the introduction 
and the utilization of the complex- according to the relevant and prepared plans- need 
to be developed immediately.  

With all these considered, the Management Plan Committee of the Secretariat has prepared the 
attached management plan harmonizing with the archaeological and monument protection 
authorities, the owners, the church and civil organizations. The annual plan referring to the year 
2000 of the activities by the management plan was prepared in accordance with this comprehensive 
plan with the participation of regional and local organizations.  

4.k. Personnel conditions of management  

In terms of personnel requirements the research and planning background is provided by the 
national institutions with the participation of the University of Pécs, but the staffing of the operation 
still requires considerable development. The nominated buildings belong to two organisations by 
ownership and by maintenance.  

1.Roman Catholic Bishopric Pécs  
Where the staff performing the tasks are: three attendants.  

2. The Directorate of the Janus Pannonius Museum (of the Baranya County Museums) is the 
caretaker of state-owned properties and in addition to preparing the research and excavation plans, 
they also perform the professional direction of exploration and professional supervision of 
archaeological objects. The personnel performing the tasks are: one director, one deputy director, 
one head of department, five archaeologists, five art historians, two graphic designers, five night 
watchmen, five cleaners and three attendants.  
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5. 
FACTORS AFFECTING THE SITE 

Two components of the town development process may affect the complex nominated to the 
World Heritage list: 

-- The resettlement of the living quarters already outside the buffer zone and 
-- The expected increase of traffic along the roads bordering the project 

5.a. Developments (e.g. areal use)

   Both the sites and the buffer zone of the nominated buildings is in an archeologically protected 
area, consequently any kind of architectural activity can be performed only with the observance of 
regulations pertaining to archaeologically protected status. Certain buildings are also under 
monument protection. Because the city centre has the status of monumental significance each 
architectural operation has to be authorised by the monument protection authorities or they assert 
the obligatory dictum of professional authorities.  

5.b. Environmental damage (pollution, climate change)  

-- The environment of the monument complex- the buffer zone-belongs to the 
restricted area which, with the exception of destination traffic can only be entered with 
a motor vehicle in special cases.  
-- Although the traffic along the roads that run about 150-200 metres distance from 
the location will grow in the future, this will be counteracted by the modernisation of 
the car park and the landscaped public area of the buffer zone, acting as a pollution 
reducing factor.  

   Bearing in mind that the majority of the Early Christian monuments are subterranean buildings the 
noise and air pollution affects them to a lesser extent. However, factors in the buffer zone mentioned 
in the previous passage concerning the running of the city, will have to be paid special attention to.  
During further research and reconstruction special attention is paid to hydrogeological questions and 
the stability of the buildings concerned. They exercise special care in connection with the drainage 
of rainwater when developing the surface of the buffer zone.  

5.c. Natural disasters and forecasting systems (e.g. earthquakes, floods, fires etc)  

The monuments are not threatened by any kind of natural disaster. But the stability of the 
hydrogeological conditions will need to be made secure and overseen by planned management.  

5.d. The direct effect of visitors, tourism  

The increasing number of visitors will show up in two forms of extra burden:  

-- On surface level areas where protected monuments can also be found, and  
-- when viewing the Early Christian monuments in situ, tourists ignite changes in 
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temperature, humidity and the appearance of micro-organisms. In the reconstruction 
and introduction plans we shall plan the methods, the technical conditions of 
introduction and their operating costs. To make the experiential data evaluative effect 
studies are carried out periodically at the already operating/viewable monuments.  

5.e. Population in the area, and in the protective zone   

The increase of the regular inhabitants entailing an extra daily burden within the area of the buffer 
zone is not expected as the area either belongs to institutions (buildings of the bishopric, cathedral, 
the archives, priests dwellings), or with a few exceptions, is all part of public area.  
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6. 
MONITORING

6.a. Characteristics of the state of protection

Concerning the reconstructional condition of the buildings and the methods of running/visiting them, 
watching and measuring the following indicators is recommended.  

-- seismological, vibrations, hydrological and air pollution conditions that affect the 
structural conditions of the buildings.  
-- transportation, public utility burdens caused by the use of the surrounding buildings 
and from the conduct of their users.  
-- burdens caused by visitors  
-- the microbiological condition of the wall paintings in the burial chambers  

6.b. Administrative measures concerning the monitoring of the site  

   Every archaeological operation in the area is supervised by the Excavation Committee and its 
experts, licensed by the Directorate of Cultural Heritage (which itself is under the supervision of the 
Ministry of Culture).  

   Archaeological exploration can be performed on the basis of an excavation licence which is 
granted by the Directorateon the recommendation of the Excavation Committee. The Excavation 
Committee is a seven-member, professional advisory body. The body also has the right to 
withdraw the licence in certain cases.  

   Construction activity can be performed with the licence of the National Monument Protection 
Bureau which also performs supervision in the role of a professional and building authority. Act LIV 
of 1997 on Monument Protection makes provision for this. Article 40 of the above act makes 
provision for the spheres of authority. According to article 40 of the act the Monument Protection 
authority has controlling rights. According to this the Monument Protection authority is obliged to 
regularly check the condition of the monuments. The local governments and building authorities - 
within the scope of performing their regular duties - keep track of the state of monuments and 
protected areas, and they inform the Monument Protection authorities about their conclusions and 
about the measures taken within their own jurisdiction. (Putting the building in good repair, 
reconstruction of the façade, parts of buildings liable to demolition, etc).  

6.c. Assessment of the results of the earlier reports  

   The reports specified especially the examination of the condition of the wall paintings, and 
established that the main damaging factor is the fungoid growth on the wall paintings. In order to 
stop further damage the buildings were filled up with sand, which can provide adequate protection 
for the wall paintings. Visitors who assisted in the spreading of micro-organisms were also a threat. 
This is why the buildings in Apáca st. were temporarily closed down. The wall paintings of burial 
chamber I. are also protected with sand during the time of reconstruction.  
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   The protection technology applied in the mausoleum (building no 12) and in the "Wine Pitcher" 
burial chamber (building no 2) meets the requirements of wall painting protection.  
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6.d. Agenda resulting from monitoring 

The results of monitoring the burial chambers can primarily be used in the preparation of plans for 
the consolidation of hydrological conditions that constitute a danger to the sepulchral buildings, and 
also in defining the methods of solution. The choice of restoration techniques aiding in preserving the 
wall paintings of the individual subterranean buildings and the operational/technological solutions 
depends on what condition they are in.  
The monitoring data provide the basis for the continuous updating of the research and 
reconstruction plan.  
The burden imposed by the use of the above- ground buildings and the visitors affect the whole of 
the nominated site, but their management can be ensured with development and operational 
instruments.  

On behalf of the Republic of Hungary:  

Dr. Zsolt VISY 

Pécs, August, 2000  
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7. 
DOCUMENTATION SUPPLEMENTS 

a. Map supplements                enclosed 
b. Plan supplements                 enclosed in Management Plan 
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8. 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE NOMINATED BUILDINGS

I. St. István square

Plate I.
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I. Interior of the burial chamber I

2. The northern wall of burial 
chamber I,

with the Christogram and the 
figures 

of the apostles Peter and Paul

Plate II.
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Plate III.

1. The entrance 
of burial chamber I 

2. The ornamental 
decoration on the 
southern
wall of burial 
chamber I
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1. Portrait of Mary from the scene of Mary and the infant Jesus
from the western wall of burial chamber I 

Plate IV.
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1. Burial chamber I, the original sin, portrayal of Eve, detail

Plate V.
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1. Burial chamber I, portrait on the vault, detail 

Plate VI.
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1. Model of the burial chamber I 

 

2. Burial chamber II, remains of the chapel

Plate VII.
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1. Burial chamber II, interior and wall paintings 

 

2. Protective building of the burial chamber II 

Plate VIII.
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1. Portrayal of wine pitcher and glass on the northern wall 
of the burial chamber II

Plate IX.
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1. Wall paintings on the eastern wall of the burial chamber II

 

2. Wall paintings on the western wall of the burial chamber II

 

3. The imitation of the fence of the paradise on the western wall II 

Plate X.
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1. Model of the burial chamber II

 

2. Model of the cella trichora

 

3. Wall paintings on the wall of the cella trichora

 Plate XI.
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1. Model of the cella septichora

2. Curtain pattern in the northern apse of the cella trichora

Plate XII.
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1. Early Christian mausoleum. The reconstructed chapel

 

2. The northern wall of the burial chamber of the 

Plate XIII.
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1. The subterranean burial chamber of the mausoleum

 

2. White marble sarcophagus in the interior of the mausoleum

Plate XIV.
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1. Scene of Adam and Eve on the wall of the mausoleum, detail 

Plate XV.
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1. The Prophet Daniel in the lions' den 

Plate XVI.



Pécs (Sopianae) Early Christian cemetary Page 1 of 1

file://E:\Pecs-Hungary\html\78.htm 13/09/2001

SOPIANAE PÉCS 

Presently Pages: 78 (previous) (contents) (next)

1. The eastern wall of the burial chamber of the mausoleum

2. The imitated marble decoration on the northern wall of the burial chamber

Plate XVII.
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1. Burial chamber XIII

 

2. Painted twin grave in Apáca street

Plate XVIII.
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1. Unpainted burial chamber in Apáca street

 

2. Characteristic late Roman brick grave

Plate XIX.
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    Pécs (Hungary) 
 
    No 853 rev 
 
 
 
 
 
Identification    
 
Nomination   The Complex of 16 Buildings of the 

Pécs (Sopianae) Early Christian 
Cemetery 

 
Location   County of Baranya 
 
State Party   Republic of Hungary 
 
Date    First submitted 9 July 1999, 2nd revision 

August 2000  
 
 
 
 

Justification by State Party 
 
[Note The nomination that is evaluated here is a second 
reformulation of the original nomination presented but 
withdrawn by the State Party in 1997.]   
 
The Early Christian burial chambers of Sopianae can be 
considered unique as they compose a special group of the 
collection of Early Christian monuments. The Early 
Christian community of the 4th century Roman city of 
Sopianae (the predecessor of Pécs) erected a considerable 
number of sepulchral buildings (chapels, burial chambers, 
and clusters of graves) in their cemetery. The size and 
richness of the Early Christian cemetery monument 
complex is the most significant in the monumental 
collection of necropolises outside Italy, including similar 
buildings in Dalmatia (Salona, Split), Bulgaria (Sofia), or 
Spain (La Alberca). The figural and ornamental wall 
paintings of the burial chambers are comparable only with 
the catacomb paintings in the city of Rome (Catacomba 
Priscilla, Capella Greca).  

Owing to their size the Early Christian vestiges of Pécs are 
still able to produce an intimate, antique atmosphere. 
Although the murals show some resemblance to the wall 
paintings in the catacombs of Rome, the nominated buildings 
show considerable architectural differences as well. These 
are individual buildings without direct architectural 
connection on the one hand, and they are considerably 
different from sepulchres in the Balkans and in other 
European provinces on the other. The fundamental difference 
is that they have two levels and were meant to fulfil a dual 
function: they were at the same time burial places (cubicula) 
and memorial chapels for ceremonies. The burial chambers, 
chapels, and mausoleum excavated on the site of the 
Sopianae cemetery form a complex that bears witness to an 
ancient culture and civilization that had and still has a lasting 

impact, owing to its unique architectural appearance and wall 
paintings with Biblical references.       Criterion iii 

The Early Christian complex of monuments is an 
exceptional evidence of the particular historical continuity 
that spans the turbulent centuries from the decline of the 
Roman Empire in the 4th century to the conquest of the 
Frankish Empire in the 8th century.  

Early Christian monuments provide remarkable evidence 
of the cult of the dead in the 1st millennium and of the 
survival of this cult in the ensuing centuries among 
changing conditions. In spite of the decline and later 
abandonment of the Empire the cult buildings remained 
here for the people who inhabited the area in the following 
centuries or for those travelling along the commercial 
routes. They helped to keep the Christian traditions alive 
during the turbulent centuries of the great migrations and 
contributed to the growing strength of the Catholic Church 
in the Middle Ages, maintaining the sacred character of the 
place. The sepulchral buildings, and indeed the whole 
cemetery, provide the continuity of the history of the city 
from the Roman era to the present day.          Criterion iv 

Pécs is a city that upholds a continuity of Christian 
worship. The foundation of the bishopric is closely 
connected with Christian mentality and the foundation of 
the Hungarian State.  

The extremely rare survival of such a monumental complex 
and its spiritual message had a determining role and was of 
outstanding significance in the development of the 
Christian church, which eventually signalled the European 
integration of the Hungarian people in the 10th century. It 
was a tradition that helped Hungarians to adapt themselves 
to medieval European culture and secured their status 
among European Christian states. The spiritual continuity 
embodied in the complex of the Early Christian cemetery is 
made all the more apparent by the fact that the medieval 
diocese developed not on the foundations of the ancient 
city but on the cemetery.              Criterion vi 

 

Category of property 

In terms of the categories of cultural property set out in 
Article 1 of the 1972 World Heritage Convention, this is a 
group of monuments. 

 

History and Description 

History 

The part of modern Hungary west of the Danube, which was 
first settled in the Neolithic period, came into the Roman 
Empire in the 1st century CE. It formed part of the Roman 
province of Pannonia. The town of Sopianae was founded on 
the southern slope of the Mecsek massif in the 2nd century 
by colonists coming from western Pannonia and Italy, who 
intermarried with the indigenous Illyrian-Celtic peoples. It 
became the headquarters of the civil governor (praeses) of 
the new province of Valeria at the end of the 3rd century. 
Sopianae was especially prosperous in the 4th century 
because of its situation at the junction of several important 
trading and military routes. Archaeological excavations have 
revealed a number of new public buildings in the forum area 
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from this time. The town was also probably made the seat of 
an archbishopric around this time. 

There was a cemetery to the north of the town, with many 
Christian burials from the 4th century; in the post-Roman 
period, up to the 8th century, the imposing tombs probably 
served as shelters for different incoming groups of Huns, 
Germans, and Avars. It was not until the 9th century that 
Christianity was re-established in the town. 

St István (King Stephen I), founder of the Hungarian state, 
established one of his ten bishoprics there in 1009, no doubt 
influenced by the monumental Christian sepulchral 
buildings; the Cella Trichora was restored to its original use 
as a chapel. The fortified episcopal complex was to be 
expanded and reconstructed in the succeeding centuries, and 
it was within this enceinte that the Angevin King Laszlo I the 
Great established the first university in Hungary (1367). The 
medieval town grew outside the walls of the episcopal castle 
complex, and it was in turn fortified in the 15th century as 
protection against the growing Turkish threat. 

Despite the heroic struggles of successive Hungarian 
monarchs over more than a century, the whole of the central 
part of the country was taken by the Ottomans in the mid 
16th century. The episcopal castle of Pécs became the 
administrative centre of a sandjak. Most of the Hungarian 
inhabitants of the town fled, to be replaced by Moslems from 
Turkey or the Balkans, who demolished the churches and 
monasteries (with the exception of the cathedral) and used 
their stones for the construction of mosques and other 
Islamic buildings. The town walls were strengthened with 
bastions. 

Pécs was freed from Ottoman rule in 1686, becoming part of 
the Habsburg lands. The bishopric was re-established and the 
town was repopulated with Hungarians and German 
colonists. The mosques and other Moslem buildings were 
converted for Christian purposes, although the baths 
(hammams) continued in use for a considerable time. The 
fortifications around the castle were demolished and the 
town began to take on a Baroque appearance. It was 
designated the administrative centre of a county and fine 
public buildings were added. 

Pécs secured its independence from episcopal rule in 1780. 
During the 19th century it witnessed a spectacular 
development as a commercial centre, and was graced with 
many buildings in the architectural styles of the period – 
classical, romantic, historicizing, and eventually Art 
Nouveau. Fortunately, it was spared from inappropriate 
insertions during the second half of the 20th century. 

Description 

The Roman cemetery was found by archaeological 
excavations, which began two centuries ago, in the area now 
immediately in front of the Cathedral, which had been 
terraced in antiquity. In all twenty structures have so far been 
brought to light, all in a somewhat fragmentary state. Sixteen 
of these constitute the property nominated for inscription on 
the World Heritage List. In addition over five hundred more 
modest graves have been found in the Roman cemetery, 
clustering round the major monuments. 

 

 

 

The sixteen nominated monuments are: 

- Burial chamber I (Peter-Paul) 

Discovered in 1782, this late 4th century chamber owes its 
name to the mural on its northern wall. It consists of an 
above-ground chapel, the subterranean burial chamber 
proper, with wall paintings, and a small vestibule leading to 
the burial chamber. It is cut into the slope of the Mecsek 
hills. The Apostles are depicted as clad in white togas, 
pointing to the Chi-Rho symbol with outstretched arms. 
Other Biblical subjects are Adam and Eve (with the Tree of 
Paradise and Serpent), Jonah, and a fragmentary Daniel on 
the eastern wall and Noah, the Virgin with the Infant Christ, 
and Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fiery furnace 
on the western. The vaulting is richly decorated with floral 
ornaments and peacocks, and in each of the four corners 
there are half-length portraits in medallions of those interred 
in the chamber. 

- Burial chamber II (The Wine Pitcher Chamber) 

This is again a two-storey structure, with limestone walls and 
brick vaulting. On the wall of the niche carved above the 
sarcophagus there is a painting of a wine pitcher and glass, 
symbolizing the thirst of the soul journeying to the nether-
world. The walls are painted with floral and geometric 
patterns. 

- Burial chambers III, IV, and V 

These undecorated chambers were discovered when the 
Peter-Paul chamber was being restored in 1913. 

- Burial chamber VI 

Only part of this undecorated chamber, discovered during 
drainage works in 1922, has been revealed. 

- Burial chamber VII 

A fragmentary undecorated chamber, possibly slighted 
during the 9th and 10th centuries and partly backfilled. 

- Burial chambers VIII and IX 

These two chambers were discovered in 1940. Both have 
plastered walls that do not bear any mural paintings. 

- The Cella Trichora 

This substantial structure was first excavated in 1922 and 
again in 1955. The elaborate chapel has a rectangular central 
space with three apses (hence its description, cella trichora) 
and a southern vestibule (narthex); the eastern apse has a 
raised floor and was probably an altar. The walls still survive 
to a height of 1.30m. The floor consists of a terrazzo of 
limestone mixed with brick fragments. 

The inner surfaces of the walls of the apses were painted in 
red and black in the 4th century and overpainted when the 
building was restored for Christian use in the 11th century. 

- The Cella Septichora 

As the name that is given to it implies, this sepulchral 
building has a unique floor plan with seven apses. No graves 
were found when it was excavated in 1938-39, which 
suggests that it was not used for burial purposes. It dates 
from the end of the Roman period, in the 430s. 
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- The Early Christian Mausoleum 

This, the largest of the two-storey burial chambers, lies a 
little to the south of the main group. It consists of a 
subterranean burial chamber entered from a vestibule or 
narthex surmounted by a single-nave church with an apse at 
its east end. The northern, eastern, and southern walls of the 
burial chamber, which was originally barrel-vaulted, are all 
decorated with mural paintings. The Biblical subjects are 
similar to those in the Peter-Paul Chamber. There is evidence 
that the brick vaulting was also painted with floral and other 
designs. 

- The Early Christian Burial Chapel 

This chapel has no burial chamber beneath it. It appears to 
have been built some time in the 4th century as a burial 
chamber, but it was reconstructed around 390, with the 
insertion of a semicircular bench and a stone altar in the apse. 
This suggests that its use became solely that of a chapel. 
There is a cluster of more than a hundred graves from the late 
4th and early 5th centuries around this chapel. 

- The Painted Twin Grave 

A gabled double grave contains wall paintings of Christian 
symbols in red, carmine, and yellow on a white background. 
It is underground and appears not to have had a chapel above 
it. 

- Unpainted burial chamber 

One of three chambers discovered in the yard of the present-
day county library. It was originally a barrel-vaulted 
subterranean chamber with no chapel above.  

- Communal burial chamber 

A large semi-subterranean burial chamber (9.44m by 5.40m), 
orientated north-south and originally barrel-vaulted. A short 
flight of steps led to down to the chamber, which contained 
fourteen graves, separated from one another by stones and 
bricks. Stone and brick fragments bear names, presumed to 
be members of a single family. 

 

Management and Protection 

Legal status 

The zone comprising the nominated monuments and the 
buffer zone was declared a protected area by decree of the 
Ministry of Construction and the Ministry of Culture in 
1966. The Roman Cemetery is also protected as an 
archaeological site under the Hungarian antiquities law of 
1964. Both of these laws have been updated in 1997, 
specifically Act LIV of 1997 on the Protection of Historic 
Monuments and Act CXL of 1997 on the Protection of 
Cultural Goods, Museum Institutions, Public Library 
Services and Cultural Education. These laws regulate the 
excavation and conservation, and presentation of the site 
under consideration for nomination. At the local level, City 
Government Order No. 40 of 1994 declared the historic 
centre of the city and the area of the Roman Cemetery as a 
memorial zone. The city has also passed several other 
ordinances in relation to the protection of historical and 
architectural values within the context of city development. 

 

 

Management 

Ownership of the sixteen monuments is varied: five belong 
to the Hungarian State, seven to the Bishopric of Pécs, and 
four to Baranya County. 

A Management Plan Committee has been set up by the 
Secretariat of the Hungarian National World Heritage 
Committee, under the direction of the Ministry of National 
Cultural Heritage. It is composed of representatives of the 
National Committee, the City of Pécs, Baranya County, the 
Bishopric of Pécs, the Treasury, and private stakeholders. Its 
role is to regulate every activity relating to the designated 
monuments, from day-to-day maintenance to long-term 
planning. A detailed plan has been produced which covers 
research strategies, conservation of the monuments and their 
surroundings, public presentation, tourism, and 
transportation, and involvement of the local community. 
There is a long-term (fourteen-year) plan, the first four years 
of which (2000–2004) will essentially be devoted to the 
establishment of the management structure and mechanisms, 
and this will be revised on a five-year cycle up to 2014. 

 

Conservation and Authenticity 

Conservation history 

The first burial chamber in the area were discovered in the 
early 18th century, with major finds being made in the later 
part of that century. Beginning in the late 19th century and 
throughout the 20th century other remains have been found 
and documented.  

Conservation and presentation began in earnest after World 
War II, with a great deal of work on the burial chambers 
carried out in the 1970s and 1980s. Work is still underway, 
most notably on the Peter and Paul burial chamber, which 
led to the discovery in January 2000 of another burial 
chamber.  

Authenticity 

It is true that some original material is missing from the 
chambers, either because, as is the nature of archaeological 
sites, not all original materials are found during the 
excavations, or in some cases because during the early 
excavations in the 19th and early 20th centuries some 
materials, such as original floorings were not conserved. 
There is, however, still a great deal of original material 
present, as evidenced by the fine wall paintings in many of 
the chambers. Those responsible for the conservation of 
the sites are making every effort to conserve and maintain 
these original materials. Efforts have also been made for 
conservation and presentation purposes to distinguish 
between the original materials and those modern 
interventions necessary for their conservation/ 
presentation. Many of the burial chambers are also still 
intact to the point that it is possible to get a sense of the 
original design concept.  

 

Evaluation 

Action by ICOMOS 

An ICOMOS expert mission visited Pécs in 
February/March 2000 to report on a larger area of the 
historic town, which had constituted the earlier nominated 
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property. During that mission it was learned that the 
Government of Hungary had decided to reduce and focus 
the scope of the nomination, concentrating on the remnants 
of the Early Christian Cemetery and burial chambers.  

ICOMOS therefore sent a second mission in October 2000, 
concurrent with the preparation of a comparative study of 
Palaeochristian cemeteries in the western Roman 
provinces.  

Qualities 

Pécs is an interesting demonstration in material terms of the 
persistence the Christian faith over two millennia. The form 
and decoration of the Early Christian burial structures in the 
Sopianae cemetery are outstanding examples of their type, 
without equal in the western Roman provinces. 

Comparative analysis 

The detailed study of the Pécs Roman cemetery carried out 
for ICOMOS by a distinguished expert in the field of Late 
Roman sepulchral monuments compares its architecture 
and art with that of the most significant examples of this 
category in Croatia, France, Germany, and Spain. It 
concludes that the Sopianae complex has the richest 
collection of structural types in the northern and western 
Roman provinces, reflecting a diversity of cultural sources. 
The quality of the mural paintings of Biblical and Christian 
scenes is comparable with that of the catacombs in Rome. 

ICOMOS recommendations for future action 

The name for the nominated site proposed by the State Party 
is accurate and fully descriptive of the property, but 
ICOMOS feels it to be somewhat clumsy. It is recommended 
that the State Party be requested to consider as an alternative 
“The Pécs (Sopianae) Early Christian Cemetery,” as used on 
the cover of the nomination dossier. 

 

Brief description 

In the 4th century a remarkable series of decorated tombs 
were constructed in the cemetery of the Roman provincial 
town of Sopianae (modern Pécs). These are important both 
structurally and architecturally, since they were built above 
ground and served both as burial chambers and memorial 
chapels, and also in artistic terms, since they are richly 
decorated with murals depicting Christian themes of 
outstanding quality. 

 

Recommendation 

That this property be inscribed on the World Heritage List on 
the basis of criteria iii and iv:  

Criterion iii   The burial chambers and memorial chapels 
of the Sopianae cemetery bear outstanding testimony to 
the strength and faith of the Christian communities of 
Late Roman Europe. 

Criterion iv   The unique Early Christian sepulchral art 
and architecture of the northern and western Roman 
provinces is exceptionally well and fully illustrated by 
the Sopianae cemetery at Pécs. 

The State Party should be requested to consider changing the 
name of the nominated property to “ The Pécs (Sopianae) 
Early Christian Cemetery.” 
 

 

ICOMOS, November 2000 
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    Pécs (Hongrie) 
 
    No 853rev  
 
 
 
 
 
Identification 
 
Bien proposé  Le complexe des 16 édifices du 

cimetière paléochrétien de Pécs 
(Sopianae) 

 
Lieu    Comté de Baranya 
 
État partie   République de Hongrie  
 
Date    Soumis le 9 juillet 1999,  
     deuxième révision août 2000 
 
 
 
Justification émanant de l’État partie  
 
[Note : la présente proposition d’inscription est présentée en 
tant que seconde formulation de la première proposition 
d’inscription présentée puis retirée par l’État partie en 
1997.]. 
 
Les chambres funéraires paléochrétiennes de Sopianae 
peuvent être considérées comme uniques car elles 
constituent un groupe particulier parmi les monuments 
paléochrétiens. La communauté paléochrétienne qui vivait 
au IVe siècle dans la ville romaine de Sopianae (premier 
nom de la ville de Pécs) édifia un grand nombre de 
monuments funéraires (chapelles, chambres funéraires, 
groupes de sépultures) dans son cimetière. Par ses 
dimensions et sa richesse, le complexe de monuments du 
cimetière paléochrétien de Pécs est le plus important de 
toutes les collections monumentales des nécropoles hors 
d’Italie, y compris celles de Dalmatie (Salona, Split), de 
Bulgarie (Sofia) ou d’Espagne (La Alberca). Les peintures 
murales figuratives et décoratives de ces chambres 
funéraires ne sont comparables qu’à celles des catacombes 
de Rome (Catacomba Priscilla, Capella Greca).  
 
Par leurs dimensions, les vestiges paléochrétiens de Pécs 
produisent encore une atmosphère intime et antique. Bien 
que les peintures murales ressemblent par certains aspects 
à celles des catacombes de Rome, les édifices proposés 
pour inscription montrent aussi des différences 
architecturales considérables. Ce sont des édifices 
individuels très différents les uns des autres d’un point de 
vue architectural. Ils sont également très différents des 
sépultures que l’on trouve dans les Balkans et d’autres 
provinces européennes. Leur originalité est due au fait 
qu’ils comportaient deux niveaux et qu’ils remplissaient 
deux fonctions : ils étaient à la fois des lieux de sépulture 
(cubicula) et des chapelles votives utilisées pour les 
cérémonies.  
 

Les chambres funéraires, les chapelles et les mausolées 
découverts sur le site du cimetière de Sopianae constituent 
un complexe qui apporte un témoignage sur une culture et 
une civilisation anciennes dont l’impact est encore 
perceptible aujourd’hui en raison de son apparence 
architecturale unique et de ses peintures murales aux 
références bibliques. 

Critère iii 
 
Le complexe de monuments paléochrétiens constitue une 
preuve exceptionnelle de la continuité historique particulière 
qui couvre des siècles d’histoire troublée, du déclin de 
l’empire romain au IVe siècle à la conquête de l’empire franc 
au VIIIe siècle.  
 
Ces monuments paléochrétiens sont des témoignages 
exceptionnels du culte des morts du premier millénaire et de 
sa survivance au cours des siècles qui ont suivi et dans des 
conditions changeantes. Malgré le déclin puis l’abandon de 
l’Empire romain, les bâtiments cultuels sont demeurés, dans 
les siècles qui ont suivi, au service des peuples qui se sont 
fixés dans la région ou des voyageurs qui empruntaient les 
routes commerciales. Ils ont permis de maintenir vivantes les 
traditions chrétiennes durant les siècles troublés par les 
grandes migrations et ont contribué à l’affermissement de 
l’Église catholique au Moyen Âge tout en préservant le 
caractère sacré du lieu. Les édifices sépulcraux, et bien sûr la 
totalité du cimetière, offrent la continuité de l’histoire de la 
ville depuis l’ère romaine jusqu’à nos jours. 

Critère iv 
 
Pécs a assuré la continuité de la dévotion chrétienne. 
L’installation de l’évêché est étroitement liée à la pensée 
chrétienne et à la fondation de l’État hongrois.  
 
La survivance extrêmement rare d’un tel complexe 
monumental et son message spirituel ont eu un rôle 
déterminant et une importance exceptionnelle dans le 
développement de l’église chrétienne qui signalait 
l’intégration européenne du peuple hongrois au Xe siècle. 
C’est une tradition qui a aidé les Hongrois à s’adapter à la 
culture médiévale européenne et assuré leur statut parmi les 
Etats chrétiens d’Europe. La continuité spirituelle 
matérialisée dans le complexe du cimetière paléochrétien est 
d’autant plus évidente que le diocèse médiéval s’est 
développé non pas sur les fondations de l’ancienne ville mais 
sur le cimetière. 

Critère vi 
 
 
Catégorie de bien 
 
En termes de catégories de biens culturels telles que définies 
à l’article premier de la Convention du Patrimoine mondial 
de 1972, ceci est un groupe de monuments.  
 
 
Histoire et description 
 
Histoire 
 
La partie de la Hongrie moderne à l’Ouest du Danube, 
occupée dès le Néolithique, fut intégrée à l’Empire romain 
pendant le Ier siècle apr. J.-C. C’était une partie de la 
province romaine de Pannonie. La ville de Sopianae fut 
fondée au IIe siècle sur les pentes sud du massif de Mecsek 



 264

par des colons venus d’Italie et de la partie ouest de la 
Pannonie, qui s’intégrèrent aux peuples indigènes celto-
illyriens. Elle devint la ville de résidence du gouverneur civil 
(praeses) de la nouvelle province Valeria à la fin du 
IIIe siècle. Sopianae fut particulièrement prospère au 
IVe siècle grâce à sa situation géographique à la croisée de 
plusieurs grandes routes militaires et commerciales. Des 
fouilles archéologiques ont mis au jour plusieurs édifices 
publics datant de cette époque dans le voisinage du forum. Il 
est probable qu’à cette période la ville fut élevée au rang 
d’archevêché.  
 
Au nord de la ville, il y avait un cimetière comportant de 
nombreuses tombes chrétiennes datant du IVe siècle. 
Pendant la période post-romaine et jusqu’au VIIIe siècle, les 
grandes tombes servirent probablement de refuges à 
différents groupes de peuplements (Huns, Germains et 
Avars). Ce n’est qu’au IXe siècle que la chrétienté fut 
rétablie dans la ville.  
 
En 1009, saint István (le roi Étienne Ier), fondateur de l’État 
hongrois, y établit l’un de ses dix évêchés, sans doute inspiré 
par les sépultures chrétiennes monumentales ; la Cella 
Trichora retrouva sa fonction d’origine de chapelle. Le 
complexe épiscopal fortifié fut agrandi et reconstruit aux 
siècles suivants, et ce fut à l’intérieur de cette enceinte que le 
roi angevin Laszlo Ier le Grand fonda la première université 
de Hongrie (1367). La ville médiévale s’agrandit hors des 
murs du Palais épiscopal et fut à son tour fortifiée au XVe 
siècle contre la menace turque.  
 
Malgré la résistance héroïque des monarques hongrois 
pendant plus d’un siècle, le centre du pays fut conquis par les 
Ottomans au milieu du XVIe siècle. Le Palais épiscopal de 
Pécs devint le centre administratif d’un sandjak. La plupart 
des habitants hongrois de la ville s’enfuirent et furent 
remplacés par des musulmans de Turquie et des Balkans, qui 
détruisirent les églises et les monastères (à l’exception de la 
cathédrale) et utilisèrent les pierres pour la construction de 
mosquées et autres édifices islamiques. Les murs de la ville 
furent renforcés par des bastions.  
 
Pécs fut libérée de la domination turque en 1686 et intégrée 
aux terres des Habsbourg. L’évêché fut rétabli et la ville fut 
repeuplée de colons hongrois et allemands. Les mosquées et 
autres édifices musulmans furent convertis en lieux chrétiens, 
les bains turcs (hammams) continuèrent de fonctionner 
pendant une longue période. Les fortifications entourant le 
palais furent démolies et la ville commença à prendre une 
apparence baroque. Elle devint le centre administratif d’un 
comté et se dota de beaux édifices publics.  
 
Pécs se libéra de la tutelle épiscopale en 1780. Au cours du 
XIXe siècle, elle connut un développement commercial et 
industriel spectaculaire et fut dotée de nombreux édifices 
dans les styles d’architecture en vogue à l’époque – 
classique, romantique, historiciste et enfin Art Nouveau. 
Heureusement, aucune constructions inappropriées ne furent 
érigées pendant la deuxième moitié du XXe siècle.  
 
Description 
 
Le cimetière romain a été découvert au cours de fouilles 
archéologiques qui ont commencées il y a deux siècles, dans 
la zone de l’actuel parvis de la cathédrale qui avait été 
aménagé en terrasse dans l’antiquité. Vingt structures en tout 

ont déjà été mises au jour, toutes dans un état fragmentaire. 
Seize d’entre elles constituent le bien proposé pour 
inscription sur la Liste du patrimoine mondial. Plus de cinq 
cents tombes plus modestes ont été mises au jour dans le 
cimetière romain, groupées autour des principaux 
monuments.  
 
Les seize monuments proposés pour inscription sont les 
suivants :  
 
- Chambre funéraire I (Pierre - Paul)  
 
Découverte en 1782, cette chambre funéraire de la fin du IVe 
siècle tient son nom des peintures murales de son mur nord. 
Elle consiste en une chapelle érigée au-dessus du niveau du 
sol, la chambre funéraire souterraine elle-même, aux murs 
peints et un petit vestibule y conduisant. Elle est taillée dans 
le flanc du massif de Mecsek. Les apôtres sont représentés en 
toge blanche, montrant le symbole Khi-Rho de leurs bras 
tendus. Les autres sujets bibliques sont Adam et Ève (avec 
l’arbre du paradis et le serpent), Jonas, un Daniel dont il ne 
reste que des fragments sur le mur oriental, Noé, la Vierge et 
l’enfant Jésus, Shadrac, Meshac et Abednego dans la 
fournaise ardente sur le mur occidental. La voûte est 
richement décorée de motifs floraux et de paons. Chacun des 
quatre angles est orné de médaillons où figurent les portaraits 
des personnes inhumées dans la chambre.  
 
- Chambre funéraire II (Chambre au pichet de vin)  
 
Il s’agit là encore d’une structure à deux niveaux, aux murs 
de pierre calcaire et voûtes en briques. Sur le mur de la niche 
creusée au-dessus du sarcophage sont peints un pichet de vin 
et un verre, qui symbolisent la soif de l’âme voyageant aux 
enfers. Les murs sont peints de motifs floraux et 
géométriques.  

 
- Chambres funéraires III, IV et V  
 
Ces chambres dépourvues d’ornement ont été découvertes au 
moment de la restauration de la chambre Pierre - Paul en 
1913.  
 
- Chambre funéraire VI  
 
Une partie seulement de cette chambre sans décoration, 
découverte lors de travaux de drainage en 1922, a été mise au 
jour.  
 
- Chambre funéraire VII  
 
Une chambre sans décor, fragmentaire, probablement 
endommagée au IXe et au Xe siècles, et en partie comblée.  
 
- Chambres funéraires VIII et IX 
 
Ces deux chambres ont été découvertes en 1940. Leurs 
murs ont été recouverts d’enduits mais n’ont pas reçu de 
peintures murales. 
 
- La Cella Trichora  
 
Cette importante structure a été d’abord fouillée en 1922 
puis encore en 1955. La chapelle très élaborée comporte un 
espace central rectangulaire bordé de trois absidioles (d’où 
son nom de cella trichora) et d’un vestibule au sud 
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(narthex) ; l’absidiole orientale comporte un sol surélevé et 
faisait probablement fonction d’autel. Les murs sont encore 
visibles sur une hauteur de 1,30 m. Le sol est recouvert d’un 
pavement constitué de dalles de calcaire et de fragments de 
briques. 
 
Les surfaces des murs et des absidioles étaient peintes en 
rouge et noir au IVe siècle. Cette peinture d’origine a été 
recouverte lorsque le bâtiment a été restauré pour un usage 
religieux par des chrétiens au XIe siècle.  
 
- La Cella septichora 
 
Comme son nom l’indique, cet édifice, doté de sept 
absidioles, possède un plan exceptionnel. Aucune tombe n’a 
été retrouvée au moment des fouilles en 1938-1939, ce qui 
tend à suggérer qu’il n’a pas été utilisé comme chambre 
funéraire. Il date de la fin de la période romaine, c’est-à-dire 
des années 430.  
 
- Le mausolée paléochrétien  
 
Ce mausolée, la plus grande des chambres funéraires à deux 
niveaux, s’élève un peu au sud du groupe principal. Il 
consiste en une chambre souterraine à laquelle on accède par 
un vestibule ou narthex surmonté d’une église à nef unique 
comportant une abside à son extrémité orientale. Les murs 
nord, est et sud de la chambre funéraire, qui soutenaient à 
l’origine une voûte en berceau, sont tous ornés de peintures 
murales. Les sujets bibliques sont semblables à ceux de la 
chambre Pierre - Paul. Des traces révèlent que la voûte en 
brique devait être également peinte de motifs floraux et 
autres.  
 
- La chapelle funéraire paléochrétienne 
 
Cette chapelle ne comporte pas de chambre funéraire en 
sous-sol. Il semble qu’elle ait été construite au IVe siècle en 
tant que chambre funéraire, puis elle a été reconstruite aux 
alentours de 390, date à laquelle ont été ajoutés un banc 
semi-circulaire et un autel de pierre dans l’abside. Cette 
transformation suggère qu’elle ne fut utilisée que comme 
chapelle. Autour d’elle, se trouve un ensemble de plus de 
cent tombes datant de la fin du IVe siècle et du début du 
Ve siècle et siècle. 
 
- La tombe double avec peintures murales 
 
Il s’agit d’une tombe double à pignon avec des peintures 
murales où figurent des symboles chrétiens en rouge, carmin 
et jaune sur fond blanc. Elle est enterrée et semble ne pas 
avoir été surmontée d’une chapelle.  
 
- Chambre funéraire sans peintures murales 
 
Une des trois chambres découvertes dans la cour de 
l’actuelle bibliothèque du comté. À l’origine c’était une 
chambre souterraine avec une voûte en berceau mais pas de 
chapelle en surface. 
 
- Chambre funéraire collective  
 
C’est une grande chambre funéraire semi-enterrée (9,44 m 
par 5,40 m), orientée nord-sud surmontée à l’origine d’une 
voûte en berceau. Quelques marches conduisent à la chambre 
qui contenait 14 tombes, séparées les unes des autres par des 

pierres et des briques. Des fragments de pierre et de brique 
portent des noms de personnes, que l’on suppose appartenir 
à la même famille.  
 
Gestion et protection 
 
Statut juridique  
 
La zone comprenant les monuments proposés pour 
inscription et la zone tampon sont protégées par un décret 
du ministère de la Culture de 1966. Le cimetière romain est 
également un site archéologique protégé par la loi sur les 
antiquités hongroises de 1964. Ces deux lois ont été mises 
à jour en 1997, en particulier la loi LIV de 1997 sur la 
Protection des monuments historiques et la loi CXL de 
1997 sur la Protection des biens culturels, des musées, des 
bibliothèques publiques et de l’éducation culturelle. Ces 
lois réglementent les fouilles, la conservation et la 
présentation du site proposé pour inscription. Au niveau 
local, le décret gouvernemental sur la ville n°40 de 1994 a 
classé le centre historique de la ville et la zone du cimetière 
romain « zone de mémoire ». La ville a également voté des 
arrêtés relatifs à la protection du patrimoine historique et 
architectural dans le contexte du développement 
urbanistique.  
 
Gestion 
 
Les types de propriété des seize monuments varient : cinq 
appartiennent à l’État hongrois, sept à l’évêché de Pécs et 
quatre au comté de Baranya.  
 
Un Comité pour le plan de gestion a été constitué par le 
secrétariat du comité national hongrois pour le patrimoine 
mondial, sous la direction du ministère du Patrimoine 
culturel national. Il est composé de représentants du comité 
national, de la ville de Pécs, du comté de Baranya, de 
l’évêché de Pécs, du ministère des Finances et de 
représentants d’intérêts privés. Il est chargé de réglementer 
toute activité touchant aux monuments concernés, depuis 
l’entretien quotidien jusqu’à la planification à long terme. 
Un plan détaillé a été arrêté, qui couvre les stratégies de 
recherche, la conservation des monuments et de leur 
environnement, la présentation au public, le tourisme, le 
transport et l’engagement de la communauté locale. Il 
existe un plan à long terme (quatorze ans) dont les quatre 
premières années (2000-2004) seront essentiellement 
consacrées à l’établissement de la structure et des 
mécanismes de gestion, qui feront l’objet d’une 
réévaluation tous les cinq ans jusqu’en 2014.  
 
 
Conservation et authenticité 
 
Historique de la conservation  
 
La première chambre funéraire fut découverte dans cette 
zone au début du XVIIIe siècle, les principales découvertes 
ayant été faites vers la fin du XVIIIe siècle. À la fin du 
XIXe siècle et pendant tout le XXe siècle, d’autres 
vestiges furent découverts et analysés.  
 
Les questions de conservation et de présentation ont 
commencé à recevoir un traitement plus sérieux après la 
Seconde Guerre mondiale ; les chambres funéraires ont 
bénéficié d’importants travaux dans les années 1970 et 
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1980. Les travaux sont toujours en cours, plus précisément 
dans la chambre funéraire Pierre - Paul. En janvier 2000, 
une nouvelle chambre funéraire a été découverte.  
 
Authenticité 
 
Bien qu’il manque une partie du matériel d’origine dans 
les chambres funéraires - soit parce que, comme pour tout 
site archéologique, l’ensemble du matériel d’origine n’a 
pas été trouvé lors des fouilles, soit parce que les fouilles 
ont été réalisées au XIXe siècle et au début du XXe siècle 
et certains éléments comme les sols d’origine n’ont pas été 
conservés - une partie importante du matériel est 
néanmoins conservée, par exemple les peintures murales 
de nombreuses chambres. Les responsables de la 
conservation des sites font tout ce qui est en leur pouvoir 
pour conserver et entretenir les matériels d’origine. Des 
efforts ont été faits pour bien distinguer les éléments 
d’origine et les interventions qui ont été nécessaires pour 
les conserver et les présenter. De nombreuses chambres 
funéraires sont si bien préservées qu’il est possible d’en 
comprendre la conception d’origine.  
 
 
Évaluation 
 
Action de l’ICOMOS 
 
Une mission d’expertise de l’ICOMOS a visité Pécs en 
février/mars 2000 pour faire un rapport sur une plus grande 
partie de la ville historique qui a constitué le premier bien 
proposé pour inscription. Au cours de cette mission, on 
apprenait que le gouvernement hongrois avait décidé de 
réduire l’étendue du bien proposé pour inscription en se 
concentrant sur les vestiges du cimetière et les chambres 
funéraires paléochrétiennes.  

L’ICOMOS a donc envoyé une seconde mission en 
octobre 2000, parallèlement à la préparation d’une étude 
comparative des cimetières paléochrétiens dans les 
provinces romaines occidentales.  
 
Caractéristiques 
 
Pécs est un témoignage intéressant en terme d’éléments 
matériels conservés montrant la persistance de la foi 
chrétienne sur deux mille ans d’histoire. La forme et les 
décors des structures funéraires paléochrétiennes du 
cimetière de Sopianae sont des exemples exceptionnels de 
leur genre, sans équivalent dans les provinces romaines 
occidentales.  
 
Analyse comparative  
 
L’étude détaillée du cimetière romain de Pécs, effectuée 
pour l’ICOMOS par un éminent spécialiste des monuments 
sépulcraux de la fin de l’Empire romain, compare ses 
réalisations architecturales et artistiques aux exemples les 
plus significatifs de cette catégorie de monuments en 
Croatie, en France, en Allemagne et en Espagne. Elle 
conclut que le complexe de Sopianae possède le plus riche 
ensemble de différents types de structures dans les 
provinces romaines de l’ouest et du nord, reflétant la 
multiplicité des sources culturelles. La qualité des 
peintures murales d’inspiration chrétienne et biblique est 
comparable à celle des catacombes de Rome.  

Recommandations de l’ICOMOS pour des actions futures  
 
Le nom du site proposé par l’État partie est approprié et 
décrit parfaitement le bien, mais l’ICOMOS a le sentiment 
qu’il est cependant ambigu. Il est recommandé que l’État 
partie veuille bien envisager de reprendre le titre inscrit sur 
la couverture du dossier de proposition d’inscription : « Le 
cimetière paléochrétien de Pécs (Sopianae) ».  
 
 
Brève description  
 
Au IVe siècle, une série remarquable de tombeaux ornés 
fut érigée dans le cimetière de la ville romaine provinciale 
de Sopianae (la Pécs moderne). Ils sont importants tant du 
point de vue de la structure que sur le plan architectural car 
ils furent construits en sous-sol et furent utilisés comme 
chambres funéraires et chapelles commémoratives et 
également au niveau artistique dans la mesure où ils sont 
richement ornés de peintures murales représentant des 
thèmes chrétiens d’une qualité exceptionnelle. 
 
 
Recommandation  
 
Que ce bien soit inscrit sur la Liste du patrimoine mondial 
sur la base des critères iii et iv :  
 

Critère iii Les chambres funéraires et les chapelles 
commémoratives du cimetière de Sopianae témoignent 
de façon exceptionnelle de la force et de la foi des 
communautés chrétiennes de la fin de l’Empire romain 
en Europe.  
 
Critère iv L’art et l’architecture funéraires 
paléochrétiens des provinces romaines du nord et de 
l’ouest sont illustrés de façon exceptionnelle et 
complète par le cimetière de Sopianae à Pécs.  

 
Il devrait être demandé à l’État partie d’envisager de 
changer le nom du bien proposé pour inscription et 
d’adopter le suivant : « Le cimetière paléochrétien de Pécs 
(Sopianae) ». 
 
 
 

ICOMOS, novembre 2000 
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