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As part of the Danish implementation of the UNESCO World Heritage Convention, the Danish Agency for Cul-ture decided in January 2009 to include the par force hunting landscape in North Zealand on the Danish Ten-tative List for sites for future consideration as World Heritage sites.
The par force hunting landscape in northern Zealand is an outstanding example of how the interchange ofBaroque values in Europe influenced developments in landscape design in the 17-18th centuries. The seriesillustrates a development in design that evolved alongside the landscape’s function during par force huntsand in terms of its increasing symbolic significance. In the early phase, the hunt was practised as an Englishfree chase (Jægersborg Dyrehave). During the climax phase, it was practised emblematically by formalisedFrench standards and required the lay-out of hunting roads, rendez-vous’ and relais’ (Store Dyrehave, Grib-skov). The late phase is characterised by Baroque design amendments (Jægersborg Dyrehave). Cartesiangeometry was considered the ultimate expression of God’s – and hence the absolute monarch’s – reason, andthe development peaked in the 1680s, when Cartesian geometry was applied to optimise the function of thelandscape and make it emblematic of the absolute monarch, his reason and power to control nature. Sincejoining UNESCO, the Danish Government has been working to affirm its support for the World Heritage Con-vention, and we are pleased to be able to nominate this cultural landscape for inclusion in the prominent list.
Six municipalities and two state agencies representing the owners of the property have participated in thesuccessful development, protection and designation of the par force hunting landscape in North Zealand.
We therefore fully support the nomination of the par force hunting landscape North Zealand for the WorldHeritage status.
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Achievement of long-term protection and positive management of the nominated series is a central concernof the proposal.
Work towards this nomination has involved local, national and international consultation, and the principlesand priorities for management have been established through debate and investigation as well as by the ap-plication of a number of national laws. A management plan approved by the national and local authoritiesoutlines the future management of the nominated series. The nomination document was prepared with theassistance and advice of many people and institutions. 
We are delighted to commend this nomination to the World Heritage Committee of UNESCO.
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December 2013

Bolette Lehn Petersen
Danish Agency for Culture

Jette Baagøe
Steering committee chair

Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry

Jens Bjerregaard Christensen
Danish Nature Agency

North Zealand

Hans Henrik Christensen
Danish Nature Agency
Greater Copenhagen

Anne Meisner
The Agency for Palaces and 

Cultural Properties

Poul Rasmussen
Allerød Municipality

Lone Gladbo
Gentofte Municipality

Lise Kongsgaard
Fredensborg Municipality

Hans Brigsted
Hillerød Municipality

Birger Kjer Hansen
Lyngby-Taarbæk Municipality

Jon Voss
Rudersdal Municipality





Nomination of  

the par force 
hunting landscape 

in North Zealand
for inclusion on the World Heritage List

Jette Baagøe, Ida Marianne Grundahl and Helle Serup (eds.)



The present project has received financial support from 15. Juni Fonden, the Danish Nature Agency and theDanish Museum of Hunting and Forestry.

Authors: Jette Baagøe, Louise Holm Christensen, Ida Marianne Grundahl, and Helle Serup (Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry). 
Comparative analysis: Jette Baagøe.
Background material: Søren Agerlund, Steen Andersen, Jens Bekmose, Daniel Hintz, Kim Søderlund, Kirsten Vinters-borg, Klaus Waage (Danish Nature Agency), Anne Meisner (The Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties), ThomasLyngby (The Museum of National History), Poul Rasmussen (Allerød Municipality), Claus Steffensen (Fredensborg Mu-nicipality), Ole Thun (Gentofte Municipality), Kirstine Thoresen-Lassen (Hillerød Municipality), Anna Pi Poulsen, SidselPoulsen, Eva-Louise Wenzel (Lyngby-Taarbæk Municipality), Mads Kronbo Hermansen  (Rudersdal Municipality). 
Technical editors: Bent Katz and Henrik Klinge Pedersen (Geological Survey of Denmark and Greenland).
Language correction: Manuscripts.dk
Cover: Henrik Klinge Pedersen (Geological Survey of Denmark and Greenland).
Cover Photo and full page photos: Harry Opstrup©, Steen Axel Hansen, Ida M. Grundahl, Jakob Lautrup, and PeterWarna-Moors. 
Maps: Søren Agerlund, Daniel Hintz (Danish Nature Agency) Louise Holm Christensen, Ida Marianne Grundahl, Helle Serup (Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry).
Photos: Source is given at individual photographs. 
Print: Rosendahl/Schultz grafisk
ISBN: 978-87-984051-1-5

© 2014

Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry
Folehavevej 17C
DK-2970 Hørsholm
Denmark

8

THE PAR FORCE HUNTING LANDSCAPE IN NORTH ZEALAND

Ph
ot

o:
 H

ar
ry

 O
ps

tru
p 

©







THE PAR FORCE HUNTING LANDSCAPE IN NORTH ZEALAND

Contents 
Foreword............................................................................................................................................................ 3 

Preface ............................................................................................................................................................... 5 

Executive summary ......................................................................................................................................... 13 

1. Identification of Property......................................................................................................................... 29 

1.a Country .................................................................................................................................................. 29 

1.b Region.................................................................................................................................................... 29 

1.c Name of Property................................................................................................................................... 29 

1.d Geographical Coordinates to the nearest Second .................................................................................. 29 

1.e Maps Showing the Boundaries of the Nominated Property and Buffer Zone ....................................... 33 

1.f Area of Nominated Property and Buffer Zone....................................................................................... 33 

2. Description .................................................................................................................................................. 35 

2.a Description of Property.......................................................................................................................... 35 

2.b History and Development...................................................................................................................... 68 

3. Justification for Inscription........................................................................................................................ 105 

3.1.a Brief Synthesis.................................................................................................................................. 106 

3.1.b Criterion under which Inscription is Proposed ................................................................................. 108 

3.1. c. Statement of integrity ..................................................................................................................... 111 

3.1.d Statement of Authenticity................................................................................................................. 117 

3.1.e Protection and Management Requirements ...................................................................................... 131 

3.2 Comparative Analysis ......................................................................................................................... 134 

Comparative Analysis of Elements in the Par Force Hunting Landscape of North Zealand .................... 142 

Comparative Analysis of emblematic European Par Force Hunting Landscapes 1648-1806 ................... 156 

Conclusion of Comparative Analysis ........................................................................................................ 207 

3.3 Proposed Statement of Outstanding Universal Value ......................................................................... 208 

4. State of Conservation and Factors affecting the Property ......................................................................... 215 

4.a Present State of Conservation .............................................................................................................. 215 

4.b Factors affecting the Property.............................................................................................................. 224 

(i) Development Pressures......................................................................................................................... 225 

(ii) Environmental Pressures ..................................................................................................................... 227 

(iii) Natural Disasters and Risk Preparedness ........................................................................................... 227 

 11 



THE PAR FORCE HUNTING LANDSCAPE IN NORTH ZEALAND

(iv) Responsible visitation at World Heritage sites ................................................................................... 229 

(v) Number of Inhabitants within the Property and the Buffer Zone ........................................................ 230 

5. Protection and Management of the Property ............................................................................................. 233 

5.a Ownership............................................................................................................................................ 233 

5.b Protective Designation......................................................................................................................... 234 

5.c Means of implementing protective Measures ...................................................................................... 237 

5.d Existing Plans related to the Municipality and Region in which the proposed Property is located .... 245 

5.e Property Management Plan or other Management System.................................................................. 264 

5.f Sources and Levels of Finance............................................................................................................. 268 

5.g Sources of Expertise and Training in Conservation and Management Techniques ............................ 270 

5.h Visitor Facilities and Infrastructure..................................................................................................... 270 

5.i Policies and Programmes pertaining to the Presentation and Promotion of the Property .................... 276 

5.j Staffing Levels and Expertise (professional, technical, Maintenance)................................................. 283 

6. Monitoring................................................................................................................................................. 285 

6.a Key Indicators for Measuring State of Conservation .......................................................................... 285 

6.b Administrative Arrangements for Monitoring Property ...................................................................... 290 

6.c Results of Previous Reporting Exercises ............................................................................................. 290 

7. Documentation .......................................................................................................................................... 291 

7.a Photographs and audiovisual Image Inventory and authorisation Form.............................................. 291 

7.b Texts relating to protective Designation, Copies of Property Management Plans or documented 
Management Systems and Extracts of other Plans relevant to the Property ............................................. 293 

7.c Form and Date of most recent Records or Inventory of Property........................................................ 302 

7.d Address where Inventory, Records and Archives are held.................................................................. 303 

7.e Bibliography ........................................................................................................................................ 303 

8. Contact Information of responsible Authorities ........................................................................................ 313 

8.a Preparer................................................................................................................................................ 313 

8.b Official local Institutions ..................................................................................................................... 313 

8.c Other local Institutions ........................................................................................................................ 315 

8.d Official web Address........................................................................................................................... 316 

9. Signature on Behalf of the State Party....................................................................................................... 317 

12



THE PAR FORCE HUNTING LANDSCAPE IN NORTH ZEALAND

Executive summary 
State Party 
Denmark

State, province or region 
Region: North Zealand

Name of property 
The par force hunting landscape in North Zealand

Geographical coordinates to the nearest second 

Table 0.1. Geographical coordinates of the centres of the three members of the nominated series

Textual Description of the Boundaries of the Nominated Property 

01 Store Dyrehave  
The boundary of the nominated property corresponds with the stone dike surrounding the forest. A buffer 
zone of 300 metres surrounds the property (Map 0.3).

02 Gribskov 
The boundary of the nominated property corresponds with the border between Gribskov and Hillerød 
Municipalities from lake Esrum Sø to the village of Kagerup where it turns south along the main road, 
Helsingevej, passing the village of Gadevang, and then turns east. From here, it follows Odderdamsvej and 
Fredensborgvej in a southerly direction, before heading northeast along the forest’s edge. It then turns north 
along Stenholtsvej and passes west and north of Nødebo before following the bank of Esrum Sø to the north.
A buffer zone of 300 metres surrounds the property (Map 0.4).

03 Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn  
The boundary of the nominated property follows the forests’ fences. A buffer zone of 300 metres surrounds 
the nominated property (Map 0.5)

No. Name Coordinates of the 
central points

01 Store Dyrehave N 55°54'76"
E 12°21'49"

02 Gribskov N 55°59'07"
E 12°19'25"

03 Jægersborg Dyrehave 
and Jægersborg Hegn

N 55°47'42"
E 12°34'17"
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Maps of the nominated property showing, location, boundaries and buffer zone  

Map 0.0. Location of the state of Denmark in Europe
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Map 0.1 The location of the nominated property in Denmark.
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Map 0.2 Location of the nominated property in North Zealand
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Map 0.3. The nominated property of Store Dyrehave
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Map 0.4. The nominated property of Gribskov
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Map 0.5. The nominated property of Jægersborg Dyrehave and  Jægersborg Hegn
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Criterion under which the property is nominated 

Figure 1. Kongestjernen (‘The King’s Star’) in Store Dyrehave consists of eight numbered roads in the shape 
of a star. The star is framed on all sides by a square outline of roads. Danish Museum of Hunting and 
Forestry©

ii; The par force hunting landscape in  North Zealand  is an outstanding example of the  interchange of 
Baroque values in Europe on developments in landscape design in the 17-18th centuries. The spatial 
organisation of buildings, forests, hunting roads, emblematic markers, stone posts and stone fences illustrates 
a development that peaks with the introduction of Cartesian geometry to optimise the function of the 
landscape and make it emblematic of an absolute monarch, his reason and power to control nature. The 
design stands apart from similar contemporary designs by combining star-shaped roads with roads forming 
squares, and by giving the roads numerical names.  

Draft statement of outstanding universal value 

Brief synthesis 
The par force hunting landscape in North Zealand is an outstanding example of the impact of interchange of 
Baroque values in Europe on developments in landscape design in the 17-18th centuries. The landscape was 
founded in 1670 and designed around 1685 using Cartesian geometry to optimise its function during the 
hunt, and make it emblematic per se of an absolute European monarch, and of his reason and power to 
control nature.  
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The area is an example of a landscape designed and created intentionally by man. It is represented by a series 
comprising the former royal hunting forests of Store Dyrehave and Gribskov and the former royal hunting 
park of Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn (Map 0.2).  

The Outstanding Universal Value of the landscape lies in the spatial organisation of the hunting forests, 
hunting roads, buildings, emblematic markers, numbered stone posts, stone fences, and numerical road 
names conveying an understanding of the practical application of the design as a means of orientation. 

Although the spatial plan centres on nature, rather than on the residential castle of Frederiksborg Slot, the
inclusion of Jægersborg Dyrehave with Eremitageslottet in the series exemplifies the development in spatial 
relationship between the royal buildings and the landscape.

The original par force hunting landscape in North Zealand covers an area of c. 9,700 ha, and houses a 
number of royal castles. The nominated series covers an area of 4,629.4 ha and has been selected because it 
encompasses a wholeness of attributes (spatial organisation of forests, fences, roads, stones, road names and 
buildings), which comprehensively conveys an understanding of the development of the Baroque hunting 
landscape as an emblematic and practical spatial entity.

 21 



THE PAR FORCE HUNTING LANDSCAPE IN NORTH ZEALAND

Figure 2. The par force hunting landscape, northern part. Shaded parts indicate the nominated property. In 
reality, the Gribskov area reaches the bank of lake Esrum Sø. The inaccuracy is due to the lack of 
georeference and stability in the old map. Map of North Zealand c.1685. Danish National Archives©
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.

Figure 3. The par force hunting landscape, southern part. Shaded part indicates the nominated area. Map of 
North Zealand c.1685. Danish National Archives©
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Justification for criteria 
ii; The par force hunting landscape in  North Zealand  is an outstanding example of the  interchange of 
absolute Baroque values in Europe on developments in landscape design in the 17th-18th centuries. The 
landscape illustrates a design development that changed with the landscape’s function during the par force 
hunts and its increasing symbolic significance. The series exemplifies an early phase when the par force hunt 
was practised as an English free chase (Jægersborg Dyrehave), a climax phase when it was practised  
emblematically by formalised French standards demanding the lay-out of hunting roads, rendez-vous’ and 
relais’ (Store Dyrehave, Gribskov), and a late phase that introduced Baroque design amendments
(Eremitageslottet). Cartesian geometry was considered the ultimate expression of God’s and hence the 
absolute monarch’s reason, and the development peaked in the 1680s, when Cartesian geometry was applied 
to optimise the function of the landscape and make it emblematic of the absolute monarch, his reason and 
power to control nature. Numbering the star roads and using them as coordinates in Cartesian geometry, 
makes this emblematic design stand apart from all comparable contemporary designs. The spatial 
organisation of buildings, forests, hunting roads, emblematic markers, stone posts and stone fences convey 
the ideas behind the design. 

Figure  4. Numbers replaced names in the road system, reflecting the geometrical design. Danish Museum of 
Hunting and Forestry©
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Statement of Integrity 
Within its borders, the series of the two hunting forests Store Dyrehave and Gribskov and the hunting park of 
Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn exhibits all the attributes necessary to express the Outstanding 
Universal Value of the par force hunting landscape in North Zealand: Together the preserved forest cover, 
the hunting roads and their mutual situation, the numbered stones, the numerical names, the fences and the
emblematic markers give a clear understanding of a spatial plan that focused on nature and developed in line 
with changes in the practical and emblematic demands of the absolute monarch. The attribute of the early 
phase is the open road system in Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn. The attributes of the climax 
phase are the square outline of Store Dyrehave marked by the preserved fence, the geometrical design of the 
hunting road system here and in Gribskov, the numbered stones, the numerical names, and the emblematic 
marker of Kongestenen. The attribute of the late phase is the situation of Eremitageslottet centrally in 
Jægersborg Dyrehave.  The series is of adequate size to ensure the complete representation of all the crucial 
attributes of Outstanding Universal Value, none of which suffers from adverse effects of development and/or 
neglect. 

Figure 5. The distinct browsing line allows for a magnificent view of the flat forest landscape in Jægersborg 
Dyrehave. Ida M. Grundahl©

 25 



THE PAR FORCE HUNTING LANDSCAPE IN NORTH ZEALAND

Figure 6. Kongestenen with the king’s name and a compass rose and is situated on a carefully selected 
hilltop in Store Dyrehave. The hunting roads are marked by numbered stone posts. Photo Ida M. Grundahl©

Statement of authenticity
The history of North Zealand as a royal estate, later to become state-owned, is thoroughly documented, and 
the sources are of high credibility, in accordance with the Nara Document on Authenticity. An analysis of 
historical maps confirms that the forest cover and the road systems realised according to the original spatial 
plan are authentic, while in Store Dyrehave most secondary rides have disappeared. All original road dams 
and the stone fence around Store Dyrehave are authentic, while wooden bridges and fences have been 
replaced several times. The perfect match between the road names and the stone posts in Store Dyrehave 
indicates that the stone posts and their situation are authentic. The king’s monogram, the crown and the 
initials document the authenticity of Kongestenen, even though the mound has been disturbed. In Jægersborg 
Dyrehave, Eremitageslottet was added as an emblematic marker late in the development of the landscape. 
The series thus constitutes a wholeness of authentic elements, which together give a clear sense of the spatial 
development of the par force hunting landscape of North Zealand. Its size is large enough to ensure a 
satisfactory representation, and none of the constituent elements are subject to adverse effects due to 
development and/or neglect.
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Figure 7. Par force hunting road crossing a swamp in Jægersborg Dyrehave via a preserved dam. Photo 
Ida M. Grundahl©

Requirements for protection and management 
The nominated property is almost entirely state-owned and protected by a framework of national laws and 
enactments, regional plans and agreements, and municipal and local plans. Almost all activities are 
determined by the Budget.

Responsibility for the forest management rests with the Danish Nature Agency. Fifteen-year management 
plans also stipulate how this protected cultural heritage should be managed. 

The Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties manages Eremitageslottet and operates 10-year plans.

The municipalities have 4-year municipal plans providing frameworks for local plans and guidelines to 
protect cultural heritage.

As the public’s awareness of the area’s cultural heritage, and their desire to return to it time and again, are 
vital to the successful long-term protection of the par force hunting landscape of North Zealand, the 
nominated property is well equipped with public facilities, and the dissemination of knowledge is 
coordinated by a steering committee representing state agencies, municipalities, and museums. 
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Name and contact information of official local institution/agency 

Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry
Folehavevej 15-17
DK-2970 Hørsholm
Denmark

Phone + 45 45 86 05 72

Email-address museum@jagtskov.dk

www.jagtskov.dk

Contact person; Director, Ph.D. Jette Baagøe

Appendix 
Appendix 1: Map of the nominated property, scale c. 1:30,000

28



THE PAR FORCE HUNTING LANDSCAPE IN NORTH ZEALAND

1. Identification of Property 
1.a Country
Denmark

1.b Region
North Zealand

1.c Name of Property
The par force hunting landscape in North Zealand

1.d Geographical Coordinates to the nearest Second
The coordinates are provided as latitude and longitude coordinates to the nearest second. 

Table 1.1. Identification and areas of the members of the nominated series and their buffer zones

ID 
No.

Name Region Coordinates 
of the central 
points

Area of 
nominated 
component of 
the property 
(ha)

Area
of the 
buffer
zone 
(ha)

Map 
no.

01 Store Dyrehave North 
Zealand

N 55°54'76"
E 12°21'49"

1,068 426.3 1.1

02 Gribskov North 
Zealand

N 55°59'07"
E 12°19'25"

4,670 703.7 1.2

03 Jægersborg 
Dyrehave and 
Jægersborg Hegn

North 
Zealand

N 55°47'42"
E 12°34'17"

1,461 482.7 1.3
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Map 1.1 The nominated property of Store Dyrehave
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Map 1.2. The nominated property of Gribskov
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Map 1.3 The nominated property of Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn
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1.e Maps Showing the Boundaries of the Nominated Property and Buffer Zone

See Appendix 1 attached showing map of the entire nominated property at the largest available scale, 
c.1:30.000.

1.f Area of Nominated Property and Buffer Zone
Table 1.2. Area of the nominated property and the buffer zone, total and for individual members of the 
series.

Name Coordinates of 
the central 
points

Area of 
nominated 
component of 
the property 
(ha)

Area of the 
buffer 
zone (ha)

Total area

Store Dyrehave N 55°54'76"
E 12°21'49"

1,068 426.3 1,494.3

Gribskov N 55°59'07"
E 12°19'25"

2,014 703.7 2,717.7

Jægersborg 
Dyrehave and 
Jægersborg Hegn

N 55°47'42"
E 12°34'17"

1,461 482.7 1,943.7

Total 4,543 1,612.7 6,155.7
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2. Description 

Figure 8. Eremitageslottet in Jægersborg Dyrehave at sunset. Photo Ib Welling©

2.a Description of Property
The beautiful rolling landscape of North Zealand was mainly formed by glaciers at the end of the last Ice 
Age and consists of a core of unfertile, gravelly hills dotted with small lakes and swamps and surrounded by 
fertile plains. The hills have always been covered with forest and offer plenty of opportunities for a rich 
wildlife, while the plains have been cultivated for thousands of years. Here, close to their capital, the kings of 
the 16th century established a grand royal estate with ideal hunting conditions. The North Zealand scenery 
boasts a multitude of royal castles, including a royal residence, and the World Heritage castle of Kronborg. 
Today, the most striking feature of the forests in North Zealand is a very well-preserved, star-like system of 
straight roads created by the end of the 17th century for the royal par force hunt.

The main attribute of this landscape is the spatial plan of the hunting road system, which forms an ingenious 
geometric network of squares and stars in the forests. Although the principal purpose of this spatial plan was 
to express the ability of an absolute monarch to control nature, it did take the natural topography into 
account. 

In the present proposal, the par force hunting landscape of North Zealand is represented by a series of three 
elements that possess the attributes of Outstanding Universal Value. When viewed as an entity, they illustrate 
the development of the landscape design. The chosen elements are Store Dyrehave and Gribskov, both 
hunting forests, and Jægersborg Dyrehave with Eremitageslottet and Jægersborg Hegn, a hunting park. The 

 35 



THE PAR FORCE HUNTING LANDSCAPE IN NORTH ZEALAND

nominated series is defined by its spatial organisation of forests, par force hunting roads, stones, stone posts, 
and royal buildings.

Figure 9. The par force hunting landscape as it was presented in 1768. Royal Academy’s concept map.
Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry©

The original hunting roads were trails. They could hardly be considered roads in the modern sense of the 
word, but rather tracks, rides or paths. However, they have been preserved by continuous use, and today the 
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straight roads, paths and traces in the forests give the immediate impression of a magnificent landscape with 
a spatial organisation typical of the Baroque period. 

The total length of the roads in the preserved road system is approx. 120 km. Of these, 85% are nowadays 
forest roads or public roads, while the remaining are forest paths or visible remains of former traces. 

The elements of the nominated series are hereunder described separately in detail.

Store Dyrehave  
The landscape of Store Dyrehave is dominated by a curved range of hills reaching to about 80 m above sea
level and falling relatively steeply towards to the NE, where the landscape is about 30 m lower. To the south,
the hills end just outside the forest. They form part of a range of recessional moraine hills formed when sand 
and grit piled up in front of a glacier protruding into North Zealand from the middle part of Sweden around 
21,000 years ago. When retreating, the ice front stopped for a while along a line running southward in North
Zealand, and a glacier lobe formed the hills.   

Store Dyrehave covers 1,068 ha and, although founded as a deer park in 1618-19, has for more than 200 
years primarily been utilised for the production of wood. In recent years, greater allowances have been made 
for nature. The tree stands in Store Dyrehave are mostly broadleaved, comprising: 414 ha of beech, 142 ha of 
oak, 120 ha of other types of broadleaved trees and 364 ha of coniferous species (primarily common spruce).

Figure 10. An old oak tree houses a high biodiversity. An early morning run is optimal on the long straight 
hunting roads. Photos Ida M. Grundahl©
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Around 68 ha are reserved for natural replacement, which means that this aspect of the forest is gradually 
becoming more like that of the 17th century. The forest is rich in natural habitats that are favourable to
wildlife: 41 ha of bog, 39 ha of meadows, fields and plains and 19 ha of lake. An effort has been made in 
recent years to reestablish part of the original hydrological regime that existed until the 19th century. Store 
Dyrehave is also part of a proposed national park in North Zealand.

Store Dyrehave forms the shape of an irregular square, and beautiful, original stone walls mark its boundary.
The square outline and the NW-SEern direction of the trajectory of the royal road to Copenhagen apparently
formed the basis of the design of the entire hunting road system at Frederiksborg. The strictly geometric road 
system is well preserved and has a total length of about 35 km.
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Map 2.1 State of the nominated property in Store Dyrehave 2013

The spatial plan centres on the so-called Kongestjernen, a road star from which eight symmetrical roads 
radiate towards the fence in a star like system. The eight radiating roads are numbered and named by their 
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numbers, i.e., Etvej (road no. one), Tovej (road no. two) etc. The road leading due west is number one 
(Etvej) and the others are numbered consecutively in an anticlockwise direction. All eight roads retain their 
original names.

Four connecting roads complete the symmetry by forming a square around the star’s centre. One of the 
connecting roads is the old royal road from Copenhagen to the town of Hillerød, which has retained its
original, slightly undulating course. 

The crosses between the roads were named by the radiating roads, cross number one being the crossing 
between road no. one (Etvej) and the connecting road due northwest, the old royal road. As the royal road 
was fenced in, the name here became Etled, meaning gate no. 1, while the cross formed between radiating 
road no. 5, Femvej, and the connecting square roads within the forest was named Femkorset. Seven names of 
crossings remain today: Etled, Treled, Firekorset, Femkorset, Sekskorset, Syvkorset, and Ottekorset. Road 
no. two ended as a circle around a pond, and the crossing with the royal road just south of the pond was 
probably never called Toled. In addition to the roads, two hills in the forest are still named according to their 
position in the system: Tobakke and Trebakke.

A stone, Kongestenen, with a compass rose and Christian V’s monogram with a royal crown is placed in the 
centre of Kongestjernen. The carved granite stone is 95 by 95 cm in size and placed in the middle of a 2.5 by 
2.5 m base framed with roughly shaped boulders. This is probably the remains of an original central mound 
at Kongestjernen, which has been levelled out for practical reasons. The compass rose’s N-S axis is diagonal 
in relation to the stone’s symmetry, and thus points north.

Figure 11. The original, weathered Kongestenen with Christian V’s monogram. Ida M. Grundahl©
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Figure 12. An original stone post in the center of the road system in Store Dyrehave marks the entrance to 
road no.1, Etvej. Photo Ida M. Grundahl©. The stone post at the end of road no. 8 in Store Dyrehave has the 
arrow carved both above and below the number. Photo Carsten Carstensen, Nature Agency© 

The eight main radiating roads are marked with granite stone posts, in which the road numbers are carved.  
An arrow points away from Kongestenen above the number, indicating the entrance of the road. All eight 
stones are positioned at the righthand side of the road. Similar stones are found at the end of the roads 
Firevej, Femvej, Seksvej and Ottevej, but here the arrow is carved both above and below the number. Stone 
posts that point away from the centre of Kongestjernen are, in other words, different from those which point 
towards it, a difference which must obviously have eased the hunters’ orientation in the road system. The 
preserved stone posts at the end of the roads are also at the righthand side of the road.

Figure 13. Tovej with the original granite stone post marked number two. Photo Ida M.Grundahl©
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Map 2.2 The par force hunting road system in Store Dyrehave

Ottevej and the connecting road to the N-E (Kirkeltevej-Tolvkarlevej) continued from Store Dyrehave into 
Gribskov, while Syvvej continued to the N-E and was the starting point of three other long roads connecting 
the road system of Store Dyrehave with that of Gribskov. As the roads outside the forests have been partly 
destroyed, only those within the old fence of the deer park are included in the nomination.
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Figure 14.  Map (left) and orthographic map (right) of Store Dyrehave. The orthographic map shows the 
curved range of recessional moraine hills. Blue lines indicate the terrain profiles visualized below in Figure 
15. The red dot indicates Kongestjernen. N is towards the top of the map. Danish Geodata Agency©

Figure 15. Terrain profiles (blue lines in the orthographic map, Figure 14) of roads no.3 and 7(upper 
profile), and roads no.1 and 5 in Store Dyrehave (lower profile). The red arrows indicate the position of 
Kongestjernen, which was placed as high as possible in the road system
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The central hunting roads were placed high on the hills with Kongestjernen, the central star, at a high point, 
from where it was possible to have a view of the roads. The terrain profiles show the terrain along radiating 
roads nos. 1 and 5, which run more or less parallel to the dominant E-W of the hills, and of radiating roads 
nos. 3 and 7, which run N-S, perpendicular to this direction. Radiating road no. 7 continues to the north and 
connects to the road system later made in the eastern part of Gribskov. The profiles show how the terrain 
levels out a few kilometres to the north.

Today, the old royal road between Copenhagen and Hillerød functions as a busy public road, but Store 
Dyrehave has an abundant wildlife with roe, fallow, sika and red deer, and offers many recreational 
opportunities for the urban population. The old hunting roads provide great opportunities for circulation, and 
in the evenings, and at weekends many people walk, run or cycle on roads that actually take them directly 
back to the end of the 17th century.

Figure 16. Københavnsvej passing trough Store Dyrehave has been tarred and somewhat enlarged, but 
retains its original trajectory. Photo Ida M. Grundahl©

Gribskov  
The curved range of recessional sandy and gritty moraine hills formed in North Zealand about 21,000 years 
ago continues from Store Dyrehave into Gribskov, where it forms a steep bar-like, close-knit system of wavy 
but relatively low, parallel hills separated by long dips. The direction of the range is slightly curved around 
the town of Nødebo, but the main direction is N-S. The height difference between the hills and the dips is 
rarely more than five metres, but the dips contain many kettle holes with bogs and lakes. 

Gribskov is the second largest forest in Denmark, and covers an area of 4,670 ha. Since the forest reforms in 
the 1780s, it has been managed mainly to produce wood, although allowances made for nature have played a
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greater role during the last 30 years. The stands of the entire forest, of which the nominated area constitutes 
the southern half, today encompass 1,793 ha of beech, 825 ha of oak and 480 ha of other broad-leaved trees. 
The gritty moraine soil is well suited for coniferous forest, and conifers, primarily common spruce, cover 
1,469 ha. Open nature habitats in Gribskov comprise 259 ha of bog, 293 ha of meadow, common, plain, and 
field and 94 ha of lakes, excluding Esrum Sø.

Figure 17. Stenholtvej, originally road no. 1 of Stjernen in Gribskov connected to the extension of Syvvej 
towards the SE in Store Dyrehave. Photo Ida M. Grundahl©

Because of the hilly topography and the poor, sandy and gritty soil, the central part of Gribskov has never 
been farmed, which is one explanation for why it has a very rich nature with many rare species. Animal life 
in the forest is varied and the population of roe, fallow, sika and red deer is increasing and is being managed 
for hunting purposes, as the royal family still has the right to hunt in the forest. Gribskov is part of a 
proposed national park in North Zealand.

Gribskov and Store Dyrehave forests formed a continuum until around 1800, and the hunting road system in 
Gribskov is an extension of that in Store Dyrehave. The nominated part was made in the 1680s and stretches 
from Stenholt Vang in the south past the central forest area west of Nødebo to Maglemosen in the north. It is 
well preserved and has a total road length of about 55 km.

As in Store Dyrehave, the system consists of a central star (Stjernen) of radiating roads surrounded by roads 
forming a square. The road system in Gribskov is more regular, though not quite as elaborate as that in Store 
Dyrehave. In the SE corner at the village of Nødebo, the system was never complete, but it has also suffered 
from minor degradation over time. Although no stone posts are preserved, there are two numerical names –
Ottevejskorset to the SW and Femvejskorset to the NW.
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Map 2.3 State of the nominated property in Gribskov 2013
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Map 2.4. The par force hunting road system in Gribskov

Both outside, in the former Grønholt Skov, and within the nominated area traces remain of the three long 
parallel roads, which originally directly connected the systems in Store Dyrehave and Gribskov. These long 
hunting roads are more or less parallel to the direction of the curved recessional moraine hills. The biggest 
road star in Gribskov, Stjernen, is located at the edge of the hills Gribsø Bakker. This seems to be a 
strategicchoice, for in the late 17th century the forest was open and there was an extensive view of the 
surroundings and easy access down the slope towards the lake Esrum Sø.
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Figure 18. The orthographic map of Gribskov (right) shows the curved moraine hills running N-S. Blue lines 
indicate the section N-S and W-E, visualised in the profiles below. Red dot: Stjernen. Danish Geodata
Agency©

Figure 19. Terrain profiles from Gribskov as indicated by the blue lines in Figure 18. The E-W profile 
reveals that the hunting roads are placed on the top of the hills running N-S. The red arrows indicate the 
position of Stjernen in Gribskov.
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Figure 20. The hunting road through Maglemosen is difficult to access in its wettest parts.According to 
Täntzer (1682-89) the trajectories of the par force hunting roads were solely reinforced where the terrain 
demanded it. In Maglemosen a dam was necessary. Photo Ida M. Grundahl©

Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn 
The narrow valley of the river Mølleåen which separates the level terrain of the present Jægersborg 
Dyrehave from the soft, up to 35 m high, moraine hills in the present Jægersborg Hegn was probably formed 
by a combination of a subterrainean depression in the marine Danien chalk sediments below, and the 
deposition, sedimentation and erosion created by melt water from the Øresund glacier at the end of the last 
Ice Age. The Øresund glacier also formed the recessional moraine hills and the kettle holes with lakes and 
bogs in Jægersborg Hegn.
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Figure 21. Mølleåen owes its name to the many water mills that have existed along its course for centuries. 
This is the mill pond at Raadvad between Jægersborg Dyrehave and Hegn. Raadvad is managed by the 
Danish Nature Agency and fenced out of the deer park. Photo Ida M. Grundahl©

The plain in Jægersborg Dyrehave falls slightly from about 30 m a.s.l. in the south towards the north. The 
soil is sandy, and the plain was formed by rivers of melting water that flooded the area in the last stages of 
the Ice Age c. 17,000 years ago. The plain borders on a soft slope that falls evenly towards the Øresund 
coast, and has been interpreted as a former coastal slope and beach from an ice fiord formed in Øresund 
when the ice melted 16,000 years ago. The rebounding of the terrain lifted the plain, while the transgression 
by the Litorina Sea about 8,000 years ago followed by the continued rebounding created the present steep 
coastal slopes and further eroded the narrow Mølleåen valley and its adjacent melt-water valleys.

Together the present Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn have an area of c. 1,500 ha, which was also 
the size of the original deer park in 1670. Today the deer park takes up two thirds and the forest enclosure 
one third of this area. Jægersborg Dyrehave was managed as a deer park for more than 300 years, and the 
plain is surrounded by a beautiful, light broadleaved forest with big, old, full-crowned trees, with a distinct 
browsing line. The oldest trees are from the 17th century. Rejuvenation can only be successful if the
cultivated area is fenced in for 50 years, and the fences are surrounded by rows of haythorn as camouflage. 
From the middle of the 18th until the end of the 19th century, little was done to renew the forest, but tree 
planting has taken place during the last century. Thus, although the park faces a century with rather few old 
trees, it still has stands, which are excessively mature in economic terms, but which house a very rich 
biodiversity. About 72% of the area is forested, almost all trees are broadleaved, and beech is the dominant 
species. The deer park contains 203 ha of common, c. 31 ha of freshwater meadows, c. 52 ha of bog and c. 
20 ha of lakes and streams.
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Figure 22. The orthographic map (right) of Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn shows the Mølleåen valley 
separating Jægersborg Hegn and Dyrehave. The blue lines indicate the terrain profiles shown in Figure 23. The red dot 
indicates the position of Eremitageslottet from 1735. Danish Geodata Agency©

Figure 23. The profiles show that in 1735 Eremitageslottet (red arrows) was built at the highest point of the plain in 
Jægersborg Dyrehave.  

In the forest enclosure of Jægersborg Hegn more than 90 % of the area is covered by trees; mostly beech and 
oak. A few wetland areas are covered with ash, alder and other types of broad-leaved species. Here, the 
renewal of the forest was not continuous until 1969, which means that there is a majority of very old and 

 51 



THE PAR FORCE HUNTING LANDSCAPE IN NORTH ZEALAND

very young stands of trees. In addition to the forested areas, there are around 0.5 ha of common, around 18 
ha of bog (78 % of the bog area has tree cover), and c. 2.5 ha of lakes.  Bøllemosen, a raised bog area, has  
special kinds of flora and fauna.

Until Christian V erected his hunting park, the open landscape at Eremitageslottet served as the fields of the 
village of Stokkerup, which was demolished in 1670. The pond SW of the castle was the village pond. Being 
managed as a deer park ever after, Jægersborg Dyrehave was always very open, and this seems to be one of 
the reasons why its hunting road system differs distinctly from those found in the other forests, although it 
musters very fine examples of tracks over wetlands.

Figure 24. Some of the oldest oaks in the deer park are sculptural and houses a rich biodiversity. Photo Ida 
M. Grundahl©

The road system is most elaborate in the wooded areas to the north and south, and dominated by three long 
roads running N-S. The two to the E connect Jægersborg Dyrehave to Jægersborg Hegn and thus cross the 
stream of Mølleåen. The one to the W runs along the fence of the deer park from Fortunen to Hjortekær. The 
central longitudinal road is now divided in the middle by the hunting castle, Eremitageslottet, while the 
easternmost is almost continuous from N to S. Two of the roads in the apparent hunting road star at
Eremitageslottet, the road leading W to Hjortekær, and the one leading E towards the Springforbi gate, are 
more recent additions.
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Map 2.5 State of the nominated property in Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn 2013
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Map 2.6. The par force road system in Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn 2013

The spatial plan in the forest of Jægersborg Hegn originally consisted of squares formed by five straight 
roads running E-W and by crossing the longitudinal ones forming simple squares. One square was further 
subdivided into four. Today the best preserved of the five remaining E-W roads is Skodsborgvej, which 
functions as a public road. The total length of the preserved hunting road system is c. 31 km. The roads are 
neither numbered nor marked with stone posts.
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Figure 25. Sphinxes at ramparts Eremitageslottet in Jægersborg Dyrehave. Photos Ida M. Grundahl©

The park holds more than 2,000 fallow, sika and red deer, which are managed carefully to ensure that they 
thrive and do not become aggressive towards the many visitors. There is a “flying” field in the western part 
of the plain that produces extra fodder. The royal family still has, and utilises the hunting right in the park.

Figure 26. Red deer in the “flying field” on the western slope of the plain in Jægersborg Dyrehave. The high 
basement lifts the bel étage of the building and ensures an impressive view of it even from here. Photo Ib 
Welling©
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In Jægersborg Hegn, the deer are now only allowed into the southern part, while the northern part is being 
managed as a timber production area. As in the deer park proper the preserved hunting road system now 
serves the circulation of the public. They may enter the forest from Jægersborg Dyrehave across the stream 
of Mølleåen on the original par force hunting roads, the wooden bridges of which have been replaced many 
times during the history of the deer park.

Although it generally borders urban areas, nearly the entire outer boundary of the original park is preserved 
and still stands as a completely straight line in the landscape. The original fence, an earth dike with a wooden 
fence on the top, was already replaced by a stronger wooden fence in the 1690s, and naturally that has been 
replaced many times. The border is effectively protected by local municipal plans and it is only in the NW 
and SE corners and at the present Galopbanen where it no longer exists.

Figure 27. The fence of Jægersborg Dyrehave. Photo Ida M. Grundahl©

The hunting lodge of Eremitageslottet is beautifully situated at the highest point on the central plain, with a 
grand view across to Øresund, Sweden, and the park. This situation pays homage to nature and the absolute 
monarch’s relation to it.The lodge is one of the most outstanding late-Baroque works in Denmark. The portal 
to the west is reached by a large flight of sandstone stairs and a rampart, the walls of which are decorated 
with six sphinxes.
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Figure 28. The central part of the western façade of Eremitageslottet. From the balcony, spectators could 
watch the Ha la li, i.e., the killing of the hart, on the place in front of the castle. Danish Museum of Hunting 
and Forestry©

The high basement lifts the bel étage and ensures that it may be seen from all angles in the park. The grey 
sandstone façades are adorned with statues alluding to the Greek mythology of hunting and nature. The 
sculptures are 19th century replicas of the originals.

The palace is symmetrically formed on all four storeys. From the kitchen in the basement, an intricate 
elevator device, a hermitage machine, was used to hoist laden tables up through a hatch in the floor to the 
dining hall, allowing the royal company to eat “en eremitage”, hence the building’s name. The hoist was 
removed in the late 18th century. The richly decorated dining hall with its marble, stucco, mirrors and mottled 
timbers, is situated in the middle of the bel étage. The ceiling is painted like the sky with mirrors reflecting 
the rays of the rising and setting sun, and the image of the absolute monarch, which is significant to the 
symbolism of the building.

The spacious view from Eremitageslottet is being preserved in the planting schemes of the forest district, and 
to the E by a planning scheme that over the last decades, restored the original open view of Øresund, where 
only a few houses remain along the coast. The deer park was always separated from the coast by a narrow 
stretch of land with the old, common coastal road between Helsingør (Elsinore) and København 
(Copenhagen), later supplemented with a railway. To the W, the very considerate early planning of Lyngby-
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Taarbæk municipality has ensured that the neighbouring urban areas are not even visible from the stairs of 
Eremitageslottet.

Figure 29. Artemis curses Actaeon. Stucco relief in the dining hall of Eremitageslottet. The face in the mirror 
is that of Queen Sophie Magdalene. Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry©

Eremitageslottet is still being used for its original purpose, hunting lunches, by Queen Margrethe II. 
Therefore, the palace is only accessible to the general public on special occasions. Each year in November, 
Her Majesty the Queen or other members of the royal family greet the thousands of spectators of the yearly 
chase of St. Hubert from the western balcony. 

Jægersborg Dyrehave is the most popular public forest around Copenhagen with an annual number of 
visitors surpassing 7 million. 
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Description of relevant Elements outside the Property 

Map 2.7 Integrity of the par force hunting system with relevant elements outside the property 2013.
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The nominated series is part of a royal hunting estate that comprised almost the entire area of North Zealand
and developed over several centuries before it was designed as a landscape of power emblematic of an 
absolute monarch. Therefore, the landscape elements have been compared to select those that as a unit most 
comprehensively convey a clear impression of the hunting landscape’s astonishing design, and the
development it underwent during the Baroque period. The remaining elements are presented below.

Frederiksborg Slot 

Figure 30. Frederiksborg Slot seen from the S-W. The straight royal road running N connects the castle with 
the hunting roads in Gribskov, but is not aligned with the system. The beautiful Baroque style garden is a 
reconstruction of the original. Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties©
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Frederiksborg Slot and its surroundings are important elements to aid in an understanding of the history of 
North Zealand. The castle was the seat of the absolute monarchs, all but one of whom were blessed in its 
church. However, it was not the castle, but rather nature, that became the centre of the absolute hunting 
landscape in North Zealand. 

The royal estate north of Copenhagen centered on Frederiksborg Slot in Hillerød, and the castle visually 
dominates the area and can be seen from a distance, both from the woodlands and from the open countryside.
The castle is located in the centre of the town of Hillerød between the two castle lakes and surrounded by the 
landscaped garden of Frederiksborg Slotshave. The estate is characterised by the use of robust, high-quality 
materials of splendid craftsmanship, and although the ravages of time have taken their toll on the estate, it 
still appears exceptionally beautiful, varied and intact.

Frederiksborg Slot is the largest Renaissance castle in Scandinavia. It is built on three small islets, and the 
royal garden north of these provides a natural transition from the castle to the surrounding countryside and 
forests. A large part of the interior of the main castle was ravaged by a fire in 1859, but the Castle Chapel 
was only slightly damaged and could be saved. It includes the Knights’ Chamber, originally decorated by 
Christian V. Christian V’s Audience Chamber, which is amongst Denmark’s most outstanding Baroque 
interiors, also escaped the flames.

The park and gardens act as a buffer to the growing town of Hillerød, so even today it is possible to visualise
Frederiksborg Slot as a royal castle amidst the North Zealand cultural landscape. The park accommodates the 
small Renaissance-style castle of Badstueslot from about 1580, which still hosts royal hunting lunches.

Figure 31. Badstueslottet, built as a bath house for Frederiksborg Slot, seen from the small pond, 
Badstuedam. Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties©
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Fredensborg Slot 
Fredensborg Slot built by Frederik IV in 1720-22 was originally planned as a hunting lodge on the site of an 
old hunting farm, Østrup on the eastern bank of Esrum Sø. Soon, however, it became the new royal summer 
residence and, nowadays the castle still serves as the summer residence of Her Majesty Queen Margrethe II.

The building complex with castle, lodgings and garden entirely meets the Baroque demand of creating an 
entity with symmetry and hierarchy between castle and garden. Fredensborg Slot and its garden were meant 
to demonstrate the absolute monarch’s power and his position as the central figure in the kingdom.

Figure 32. Fredensborg Slot and garden with Esrum Sø to the west. Agency for Palaces and Cultural 
Properties© 

Therefore, the beautiful garden is in accordance with all the rules of Savot (Bessin 2001), with the seven big 
avenues centered on the castle. Two of these avenues, the present Skipper Allé and Eremitage Allé already 
existed in the garden before the castle was built. Frederik IV had the longest of the new avenues aligned with 
the longest hunting roads in the forests on the other side of the lake Esrum Sø, and in other ways strove to 
combine the new castle with his magnificent hunting landscape in Gribskov. In the lake at the end of the 
Eremitage Allé, he built a pavilion with a hermitage machine, and across the lake he planted an avenue of 
beeches, the so called Dronningens Bøge (Queen’s Beeches), which continued 900 m into the forest. Some 
of the trees still exist.
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Fredensborg Slot and its surroundings are definitely part of the royal hunting landscape in North Zealand, but 
although the garden relate to the hunting system of Christian V, it was not an integrated part of it. On the 
contrary, just as the garden Frederik IV created at Frederiksborg, the garden at Fredensborg was designed 
with the king’s castle at its centre, and not nature.  

Grønholt Skov 
Grønholt Skov was the extensive forest area between Stenholt Vang and Store Dyrehave. In the plan from c. 
1685, six long parallel roads cut through this forest and connected the systems in Store Dyrehave and 
Gribskov directly. Three roads continued northwest from Store Dyrehave (Københavnsvej, the extension of 
road no. 8 in Store Dyrehave, and the present Tolvkarlevej, see Map 2.4), and to the NE of Store Dyrehave
three parallel roads all connected to the northeastern extension of road no. 7 in Store Dyrehave. These roads 
were the present Isterødvej, Skelvej and furthest to the east Stenholtvej, originally road no. 1 in Gribskov, 
which ended at the royal road to Fredensborg, but was later extended, even beyond road no. 7. 

Figure 33. Section of map showing the present Grønholt Vang and Grønholt Hegn

The reforms of the Enlightenment and the urban development of Hillerød slowly stripped the Grønholt Skov 
area of its forest cover. Today only the old Grønholt Vang, and a newer forest enclosure called Grønholt 
Hegn remain. Most of the former forest area to the northeast of Store Dyrehave is today open agricultural 
land and extensively protected as such, while the former forest between Store Dyrehave and Stenholt Vang 
has been urbanised. 

The trajectories of the six long roads have also been more or less disturbed. Københavnsvej, the old royal 
road between Copenhagen and Frederiksborg Slot still continues to Frederiksborg Slot, where it meets the 
royal road connecting the castle with the forest just N of the castle’s garden. The old Ottevej (road no. 8) 
from Store Dyrehave is partly preserved just N of the forest and the northernmost part of it is preserved north 
of Hillerød, where it is called Gl. Helsingevej and meets the royal road from Frederiksborg Slot, 
Fredensborgvej. Tolvkarlevej within the town of Hillerød is the NW extension of the NE connecting road in 
Store Dyrehave, and further north some remains of this road are also visible in the spatial plan of the town. 
Outside the urban area, the road continues towards NW in Stenholt Indelukke and bends slightly towards 
NW. This part of the road is contained within the nominated area.
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To the NE of Store Dyrehave are the remains of the three other long roads, Isterødvej, Skelvej and 
Stenholtvej, which connected the system with that in Gribskov via the extension of Syvvej from Store 
Dyrehave. Within Gribskov, these roads are all well preserved and contained within the nominated area.

The trace of Skelvej is aberrant in relation to the design of the plan. It was from the very beginning planned 
as parallel with the other long connecting roads, but also as displaced from the centre of the squares it passes 
through. The reason for this seems to be the desire to avoid disturbing the fields of two no longer extant 
settlements in the southern part of Gribskov. This deviation from the perfect symmetry in the original plan 
documents that the plan was not simply an academic exercise, but took the reality of the situation into 
consideration.

Figure 34. At Pibervang in Gribskov  in the former stud meadows, the forest is managed with the objective of
maintaining the original scenery. Photo Niels Richter-Friis©

Stutterivangene in Gribskov 
The open forest area along the western bank of Esrum Sø, Stutterivangene, was used as stud meadows for the 
horses from the royal stud at Frederiksborg Slot. Here a straight royal road connected Frederiksborg Slot 
with Esrum already before the plan from c. 1685. The road was called Kongevejen, i.e. the king’s road. 
Today it is named Midtlinien. During the reign of Frederik IV (1699-1730), an irregular hunting road system 
was apparently laid out here as a northern extension to the original system. This system never respected the 
rules of the original one. It is uncertain how well it was ever developed, and little more than the original 
royal road from Frederiksborg Slot to Esrum Kloster remains.
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Harreskovene 
Harreskovene, the king’s forests between the lakes of Furesøen and Bagsværd Sø, were also laid out for the
par force hunt after 1685. As at Hillerød, the hunting roads in Harreskovene were planned as a system of 
squares circumscribing a central star, but the star had only six radiating roads, while the cross further W, 
today called Syvstjernen, had eight arms. The determining factor in the direction of the entire system was the 
royal road connecting Frederiksborg to Copenhagen along a western route. The royal road was not integrated 
in the hunting road system. Whether the connecting square roads were ever complete is uncertain, but today 
only parts of them remain. In the forests, the roads are rather well preserved. To the SW at Syvstjernen, a
mound for a relais was reconstructed about 30 years ago. The cross is nowadays placed outside the forest and 
has also been disturbed by the addition of a building. The names of Syvstjernen and Femvejen remain, but 
particularly in the very moist areas and in the corner at Furesøen the road system has been destroyed. 
Numbered stone posts exist, but none have been found in their original places.

Figure 35. Section of the Royal Academy’s Concept Map from 1768 showing the road system in 
Hareskovene, which was planned with just six roads in the main (central) star. The system at Dronning Gård 
at Furesøen was a later addition and no longer exists. Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry©

Geels Skov 
Geels Skov lies north of Kongens Lyngby and west of Jægersborg Dyrehave at the royal road from 
Copenhagen to Frederiksborg Slot in Hillerød. When the par force hunting landscape was formed, five roads 
were constructed in this forest. Three ran ENE-WSW two NW-SE and, together, they formed two small 
squares around the royal road. This system was almost certainly not intended for the par force hunt, but for 
the driving of game towards the royal road, when the king passed the forest. Moreover, very little of the road 
system has been preserved.
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Figure 36. Jægergården designed by Lauritz de Thurah. N-S axis. Photo Ida M. Grundahl©

Jægergården and Jægersborg Allé 
The beautiful, plastered late-Baroque brick buildings of Jægergården designed by Lauritz de Thurah are 
limewashed with yellow and have red, tiled roofs. They are situated along the royal avenue of Jægersborg 
Allé, which originally led to Jægersborg Slot, marking the axis of this Renaissance castle, of which only the 
foundations remain today. The demolished castle’s axis is marked with two rows of big linden trees in the 
yard. The remnants of a rendez-vous, a half circular, c. 2 m high mound with a low bank, are found in the 
avenue about 500 m from the site of the castle. The avenue and the mound were part of the plan from c. 
1685, but today Jægersborg Allé is a common road, which cuts directly through the mound and has been 
extended with an extra lane alongside the original avenue. The small cobbled road of Meutegårdsvej used to 
connect Jægergården at Jægersborg Slot with the SW corner of Jægersborg Dyrehave, called Fortunen. It was 
named after the castle’s kennel, which was originally placed at the SE end of the road. The former fields in 
the area are now an urban area.

Charlottenlund Skov 
To the east, the straight Jægersborg Allé (avenue) connects this square forest at the coast of Øresund with the 
demolished Jægersborg Slot. The forest was fenced in as a deer park in 1609, and functioned as such until 
1794, when it became the partly public castle park of Charlottenlund Slot. Three of the four straight roads, 
which from c. 1685 have cut this forest into four, are still preserved. A third road north of, and parallel with, 
the continuation of Jægersborg Allé is partly preserved, and the square shape is also rather well preserved. 
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However, the roads were probably never intended for the par force hunt, and no reports exist on par force 
hunts here, while a German hunt has been reported (Weismann 1931). The king’s small lodge of Gyldenlund 
centrally located in the forest was replaced in 1730-33 by the still extant Charlottenlund Slot, which was 
built for king Frederik V’s daughter, Charlotte Amalie.

Wider setting around the property 
The members of the nominated series formed parts of a royal estate with large coherent forest areas, and
were furnished with royal roads and castles. The forest reforms of the late 18th century broke the forest 
continuum by stripping land that was laid out for agricultural purposes. However, the strict forest laws also 
preserved large forest areas in spite of the fact that urban sprawl became a growing problem at the beginning 
of the 19th century. 

Among the forests that were most closely related to the royal hunt, but not included in the master plan from 
c. 1685 were Dronninggaard Skov at Furesøen, and the later forest enclosures of Krogenborg, Danstrup, 
Teglstrup and Nyrop Hegn between Frederiksborg and Elsinore. Only the forest of Dronninggård at Furesøen 
had a hunting road system, but it was younger than the nominated forests, and it no longer exists.

The forests between Frederiksborg, Fredensborg and Elsinore, which were also used for royal hunts, are 
today managed for wood production and nature improvement, and are intensively used for recreational 
purposes by the population of Greater Copenhagen. They are part of a proposed national park in North 
Zealand, which also includes Gribskov and Store Dyrehave. The former royal forests are still owned by the 
state, and make up a very important asset of North Zealand. They contain major natural assets that are
increasingly well looked after, and they are protected against urban sprawl by forest, nature and local 
planning. Together with the many castles and the unique hunting road systems, they still convey the 
magnificent image of a royal past in North Zealand.

Figure 37. The beech forest in May. Photo Ida M. Grundahl©
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2.b History and Development

From res nullius to the King’s Deer - Development of a European landscape of power 
Hunting is a basic and traditional human activity dependent on access to suitable hunting areas and game. As 
these are limited resources, they have been subject to competition both within and between societies for 
thousands of years (see e.g. Knoll 2004), and as far back as the civilisations of Ancient Egypt and Assyria, 
some types of hunting, for instance lion hunts, were reserved for, and emblematic of, rulers and their power
(Hughes 2008).

In Roman law, game was considered res nullius, which meant that it belonged to the hunter who took it, not 
to the owner of the property where it was taken (Hoff 1997). Even the Roman emperor respected this 
principle, though he did reserve his hunting rights in his own fiscal properties (Salvadori 2007) and in 
common forests (Hluszko 2009). The original interpretation of game as res nullius is still more or less valid 
in much of southern Europe (Coelho 2009). As early as the Roman Empire, the res nullius principle was, 
however, commonly overruled by the rights of the landowner to restrict the access of others to his property 
(Hluszko 2009). When feudal systems developed in central Europe, the Roman res nullius principle was 
replaced by what has been called a Germanic conception of hunting rights, which sees the taking of the game 
as the right of the landlord or sees it as his property (Coelho 2009).

Figure 38. The hue and cry of King Valdemar. Gouache by J.Th. Lundbye c. 1835.The mythology of the hue and the cry 
is common European heritage dating from early Christianity and deeply rooted in the rulers’ practice of hunting 
relentlessly, not only in their game preserves but also in the agrarian landscapes they considered their own, but which 
were vital to the survival of their tenants.  Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry©
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From the 8th century, the nobility and sovereigns in central and northern Europe began to reserve hunting in 
some forest areas for themselves; one reason being that hunting was an unrivalled exercise for a class of 
warriors, and another that game represented a valuable food resource in times of famine. In Central 
Germany, these hunting forests were called Forsten in Latin foresta (Kiess 1998), which in French became 
forêt (Salvadori 2007), and in England after the Norman Conquest forest. The foresta were open forests, 
whereas the reserved Anglo-Saxon hagas in pre-Norman England seem to have been fenced-in hunting 
forests (Hooke 1998).

In the feudal European societies, hunting of big game was already beginning to be reserved for kings and 
nobility in the early Medieval Ages, and, where hunting rights were reserved laws prescribed strong 
punishment for those who offended them. The so called King Canute’s English forest law (presumably from 
1185) is an early example of this (Hoff 1997). In Denmark the kings of the 11th century also attempted to 
reserve rights for themselves in the common forests, but they met with harsh resistance, and the offence of 
common law may even have been one of the reasons for the fatal uprising against King Canute I in 1086
(Koch 1963).

Figure 39. The famous Viking Age burials contain ample evidence of the importance that noble hunting had 
around 900 AD. Here, a copy of the remains of a luxurious leash for big hunting dogs from the burial of the
Danish Ladby Viking chieftan. ØstfynsMuseer. Vikingemuseet Ladby©

However, from the early Medieval Ages, the power rested with European kings and nobility, and they used 
this power to secure their exclusive access both to the landscape and to the game. For example, in France and 
in some German states, big game and freshwater fishing were reserved for the nobility in the 14th century 
(Bumke 2000). In the 12th to 17th centuries, with the permission of the kings, the English nobility established
hundreds of parks in which hunting was an important asset (Mileson 2007), and in France, from 1517 
through 1612 the kings even established a protective ring around Paris of reserved hunting forests, called
“garennes”, in which it was forbidden to carry weapons (Derex 2007). 
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In European Medieval societies, hunting and hunting laws thus gained new importance, including as a 
political means of maintaining and symbolising power. Kings began to regulate the hunting rights of the 
different social groups in society, even nobility and clergy, and in the 16th century, European kings, e.g.,
Francois I of France (1494/1515-1547), claimed the right to hunt even in areas belonging to the nobility and
the church (Salvadori 2007). This development in the hunting rights peaked with the establishment of 
absolute rules in the 17 -18th centuries, when the kings considered hunting their regal right all over the 
country. When they granted nobles hunting rights in the nobility’s own properties, they might sometimes 
reserve the hunting of deer, especially the male red deer, for themselves, as happened in Denmark from 
1660.

Figure 40. The hunting goddess Diana and her nymphs in an English 15th century park with fish ponds, 
forest and game. The castle is situated high above the park to allow the magnificent view of the landscape
(Bibliotheque nationale de France. Here reproduced from Richardson 2007)

It has been argued that in the 17th and 18th centuries the spatial relations in which hunting was embedded 
were even more important than the hunting itself, for, as the ruler moved through a region during his hunt, he 
occupied the space and displayed his power over the people who lived there (Morsel 1997 fide Knoll 2004). 
This may be one explanation as to why the hunting landscapes gained such profound importance in the 
absolute states of Europe during the 16th to 18th centuries. 

Another explanation lies without doubt in the types of hunting in which the absolute rulers chose to display 
their splendour, and which share one important aspect; their total neglect of sustainability (Knoll 2004). The 
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par force hunt may appear to be a sustainable activity, since only one single animal is killed at a hunt. 
However, as the hunt follows the fleeing animal throughout the landscape, sometimes for many hours, it 
actually causes great harm to the agricultural cultivation in that landscape. This is one factor behind the 
addition of the myth of the hue and the cry to common European heritage (Kassal-Mikula & Krasa 1996), 
and it also explains why the par force hunt gained its emblematic value. It required an input of enormous 
resources in terms of land, personnel, horses, hounds and equipment, and as the hunted animal was unfit for 
human consumption. The hunt had only one output, which was its social value. A par force hunt displayed 
the ability, wealth and splendour of the sovereign. The design of the hunting landscape might even add a 
number of further emblematic elements, and this was what became so important in Europe during the 16-18th

centuries. 

The hunt par force  
The chasing or coursing of big game with dogs and horses has existed in Europe at least since the Roman 
Empire, and was so tightly linked to the feudal hunting rights at the time of the Norman Conquest that it was  
used symbolically in the Bayeux tapestry (Baagøe 2005, 2009).

Figure 41. A hunt par force in the lower border of the Bayeux Tapestry illustrates that the English Duke 
Harold (the buck) “belongs” to Duke William, not to Count Guy de Ponthieux. Chr. Ejlers Forlag©

The importance of this type of hunt also emerges from the above-mentioned “King Canute’s” English forest 
law from c. 1185, which specifically mentioned that if a nobleman killed a red deer within 10 miles off the 
royal forests, he would lose his noble right for a year (Weismann 1931). 

The earliest description of a par force hunt is attributed to the Norman nobleman Henri des Ferrières in Le 
livre du roi Modus from around 1370 (Thoss & Haehn 1989). The hunt was already formalised with a variety 
of rituals, however basically, it was a chase in which mounted hunters with dogs ran down a fine stag until it 
was finally given the coup de grace by the master of the hunt. As was the case with medieval noble hawking, 
the sole purpose of the chase was to illustrate the abilities, courage, and wealth of the noble hunters. 

“Par force” means “with strength”. This alludes both to the hounds and horses and to the killing, which was 
done by hand with a short hunting sword or a spear. Both strength and courage were required to kill the 
desperate, exhausted deer with its large and dangerous antlers, not to mention a wild boar, in an age when 
antibiotics were completely unknown.

The male red deer and wild boar were the most popular quarry in the 16-18th century par force hunting, but 
hinds, fallow deer, and hare were also being chased. In England, until 2004 fox-hunting was a direct 
continuation of the original chase, the fox having replaced the deer, which was protected since the 19th

century (Griffin 2007). Apparently, however, the chase was never formalised in England in the same way as 
in continental Europe, and no special par force hunting landscapes evolved there. This has a bearing on the 
nominated series of properties as the Danish par force hunt was initially performed by English, not by French 
standards. 
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The various stages in a par force hunt that Henri des Ferrières described around 1370 (Thoss & Haehn 1989) 
were: 1. The quest (faisant le bois), 2. The morning assembly (le rendez-vous), 3. The chase (l’attaque), 4. 
The death of the deer (l’halali), and 5. The rewarding of the hounds (la curée). 

Figure 42. European kings and nobles had access to the same literature, e.g., Le livre du Roi Modus et la 
Reine Ratio, an illuminated manuscript first published around 1370 by the Norman noble Henri des 
Ferriéres. This copy from c. 1401 is in the Danish Royal Library. Thott 415,2º. The Danish Royal Library©

During the quest, i.e., the search, several hunters searched the hunting area for the finest stag. After the 16th

century the quest was performed by a tracker with a bloodhound on a leash, called a Besuchknecht in 
German literature. 

At the morning assembly, the hunters presented their observations to the master of the hunt, who planned the 
chase and commissioned the different tasks to the hunters. In the 17th and 18th centuries, it was an employee,
the so-called piqueur, who assigned the hunters to their so-called “relais”, in the landscape that by then had
been designed for the par force hunt. 

The chase began when the hunter, who had localised the stag, raised it and blew the signal to unleash the 
hounds and take up the pursuit. During the chase, the hunters communicated with each other and with the 
dogs by horn signals and cries. From the 17th century, the horns were two metres long, wound-up metal horns 
that might be carried across the breast of the mounted hunters. Signals existed for each phase of the hunt 
such as, for instance, ‘the deer is in the water,’ ‘the deer crosses the road’ and not least the signal ‘Halali!’
(halt a lui) that indicates that the hounds have fixed the deer and that the designated, prominent participant in 
the hunt is supposed to turn up to give it the coup de grace. 
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The dead animal was now dismembered according to a number of old rituals, which might apparently differ, 
as Le livre du Roi Modus distinguishes between the Norman and the Gallic way of dismembering a wild 
boar (Thoss & Haehn 1989).

At the rewarding of the hounds (le curée), the entrails of the dead animal were mixed with a special kind of 
bread and served the hounds on the hide from the corpse. The tracker dog was allowed to gnaw the head 
while horn signals were blown.

Figure 43. The stages of a par force hunt depicted in a copy of Le livre du roi Modus from c. 1410. The quest 
(top left); A hunter spots a deer from the tree canopy before the hunt. The assembly (le rendez-vous, top 
right); The master of the hunt decides which deer is to be hunted. The chase (la chasse, bottom left); Horn 
signals indicate the movements of the deer. The ritual cutting up of the animal and the rewarding of the 
hounds (le curée, bottom right). Thott 415,2º. The Royal Danish Library© 

In the 16-18th centuries, the absolute monarchs in Europe turned the age old ritualised par force hunt into an 
extravagant display of splendour, which can only be explained by the position of power in which they had 
placed themselves. Blanning, who compared the representational culture of the absolutist rules in France, 
Great Britain and some German monarchies in the 17-18th centuries has pointed out that, instead of 
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representing their power for the people, these rulers represented it before them: “It should never be supposed 
that the representational culture of the kind which reached its climax at Versailles (at the court of Louis XIV) 
was an expression of unbounded confidence. On the contrary, the greater the doubts about the stability or 
legitimacy of a throne, the greater the need for display” (Blanning 2002:32 fide Knoll 2004). 

The par force hunt served this purpose perfectly, and the rulers developed it for the purpose until the point 
when it demanded so many resources that only a handful of European courts could afford it. 

The Baroque hunting landscapes of power 
The Baroque garden and landscape architecture was part of the entire absolutist setting of power, and 
recognised as such. Contemporary critic of the absolute rules document this (Knoll 2004) and the historical 
development of the English landscape garden and the Enlightenment Era bear witness to it. The Baroque 
restructuring of space deliberately aimed at demonstrating the rulers’ domination of nature and space (Kurz 
1993 fide Knoll 2004), and the hunting landscapes were important displays of this domination. “Absolute 
power was not limited to power over the people: the country in a precise physical sense had to be - at least 
when it formed a part of court life - subjected to the sovereign’s will. This in turn was meant to be a signal to 
the ruler’s subjects” (Knoll 2004). And, it might be added, to the ruler’s equals at the other European 
absolutist courts. 

The absolute monarch represented: reason, of which geometry was the finest expression; the ordering 
principle of nature (natura naturata in contrast to the wild, potentially chaotic nature of Pan, the natura 
naturans); light; and the love of God (Enge 1992). Only “when all these powers act together in a peaceful 
combination”, as they do at Versailles, is “the world a well-ordered whole”, Enge stated in 1992. To 
illustrate this point, he used an example from the guide book to the park of Versailles, which Louis XIV 
wrote himself. The Sun King, Enge said, calmly takes the visitor by the hand and leads him into the 
confusion of the maze (i.a. l’Etoile, the Star), but he remains with the visitor to escort him out again with no 
trouble at all, for in the mazes at Versailles, the geometrical principle is known, and “the King sees himself 
as the representative of necessity, which rules as the ordering force, above all in mathematics, but also in the 
whole of nature” (Enge 1992). By employing two central ideas from Spinoza’s thinking Enge thus pointed 
out that the park at Versailles illustrates that the centre of French garden architecture was not the palace but 
the absolute, “cosmically-included nature” (Enge 1992). A comparison of the Baroque European hunting 
landscapes supports Enge´s conclusion.  

In this context it is important to distinguish between the garden and the hunting preserve or park, for as 
Bessin (2001) has pointed out, the strict formal rules that guided the design within the garden, were not 
applied in the hunting park outside the garden, although there was a strong interaction between the two 
spaces (Bessin 2001p. 54ff). 

In 1627, Savot published his L’Architecture Francaise des Batiments particuliers, in which he treated the 
interaction between the castle, its garden and the surrounding park (parco), i.e. hunting forest area. 
According to Bessin (2001), by prescribing a complicated system of straight avenues to interconnect the 
three, Savot created a novel, tight link between castle, garden and park/hunting area, which represented a 
milestone in French garden architecture. Bessin suggests that Savot thereby gave the word “park” a new 
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meaning in European garden architecture as a hunting area, which had been designed with straight avenues 
to connect the palace and its garden with the surrounding hunting landscape (Bessin 2001). Savot also 
recommended that the straight avenues meet in a central place, where the palace should be situated, a 
suggestion that, according to Bessin, became fundamental to most European garden architecture (Bessin 
2001).

However, although it became fundamental to landscape design in most German states, Savot’s theory of 
garden and landscape architecture, as Enge has pointed out (Enge 1992), did not become decisive for the 
spatial relationship between French palaces and their gardens. Nor, as demonstrated below, did it apply to the 
relationship between the French palaces and their hunting landscapes. The explanation of this paradox may 
simply lie in the hunting practices.

In 1682, the accommodation of a hunting landscape with roads was discussed by Johann Täntzer, a German 
huntsman, who came from Dresden to the court of the Danish king Christian V around 1677 (Lindner 1964). 
In Copenhagen, Täntzer wrote three richly illustrated hunting books edited in 1682, 1686, and 1689 under 
the common title of Der Dianen Hohe und Niedere Jagd-Geheimnisse (Täntzer 1682-89). The first book 
described how to accommodate a forest for a German hunt (Täntzer 1682), and here Tänzer recommended
the choice of a forest with a shape as close to a circle as possible. The killing area should be placed in the 
centre, and the forest be divided into triangles by straight, radial glades. It is interesting that Täntzer added 
that the most ideal would be to place a hunting lodge in the centre of the thus created star of glades (Täntzer 
1682). By so doing, Täntzer apparently referred to the ideas of Savot, but the model of the road system that 
he recommended in 1682 was probably a star of rides in the Dresdner Heide made for German Hauptjagd on 
wild boar in the 16th century. German authors discussing the absolute par force hunting landscapes of the 17-
18th centuries have often cited Täntzer’s recommendation for the design of a hunting forest, but failed to 
realise that it was made for the German hunt, in which Täntzer was educated, and not for the par force hunt 
(e.g. Döbel 1754, Pappenheim 1939, Hutter 1992, Bessin 2001, Knoll 2004). 

The par force hunting landscapes  
The primary function of the road system in a par force hunting landscape was to allow the mounted hunters 
and the hounds to follow one specific animal, normally a strong hart or a wild boar, on a two-three hours 
long chase through the forest. Furthermore, the ideal landscape for an emblematic par force hunt should 
provide an arena in which the king’s bravery was visible to as many spectators as possible, and allow the 
spectators to reach this arena as soon as the Halali-signal was given.  
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Figure 44. A typical road sign from Forêt de Compiégne. Photo Søren Agerlund 2010©

The development towards the mature landscape for a par force hunt began in France in the 16th century, 
when Francois I supplemented already existing hunting roads with new ones to accommodate his forests for 
the emblematic chasse à courre (Buridant 2007, Laporte 2004a). In the first half of the 17th century after 
Louis XIV had declared himself an absolute king (1661), the development accelerated. Old hunting roads in 
the royal forests around Paris were supplemented with new ones until, eventually, they comprised a mixture 
of impressive star like systems and more or less regular straight roads, sometimes forming networks of 
squares, but very rarely, and not until the 18th century, forming a functional combination of squares and stars. 

The word “etoile” was, according to Buridant (2007), mentioned for the first time in 1642, describing a 
hunting road system at Fontainebleau. André Le Nôtre planned the Condé’s Grand Park at Chantilly in 1662 
and his hunting road stars in the Forêt de Chantilly from 1669 (Peloye & Poussard 2004). In 1690, Antoine 
Furetière was able to define an “etoile” as “several avenues in a garden, or in a park, which end in a common 
centre, at a round place” (Buridant 2007).
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Figure 45. Bois de Verrières SW of Paris is a good example of the French design with “round” roads that 
make up a spider’s web in the forest, and which first appeared in the Forêt de Compiègne. (Carte Cassini 
[Paris] No. 1, Feuille 1, Source Gallica-BNF-Fr. Bibliotheque natioanle France©).

According to Buridant (2007), four main reasons for making the roads or rides, and especially the stars, can 
be found in the historic sources: 1. The quest was facilitated as the hunters could more easily detect the 
animals’ whereabouts in the smaller triangular forest parcels (in German called Jagen), which the roads 
create, 2. After the quest, the hunters could gather very swiftly for the rendez-vous, because they could ride 
along the roads or rides, 3. The hunters had easy access to the relais, and, 4. It was easier for the spectators, 
who gathered to see the king’s bravery, when the killing of the animal took place in the centre of the star, and 
the French “round”, i.e., connecting roads which gave the entire system the look of a spider’s net,  were 
mainly made to facilitate the circulation of spectators. From 1669, the orientation of hunters and others using 
the roads in the French forests was facilitated by signs with road names (Malsy 2001). 

The rides and roads were made in other words, for practical reasons to facilitate the hunt, and the star road 
systems had a clear function in the king’s chasse à courre. In France, the road systems developed over a long 
period of time and under shifting political conditions. The first road star may already have been made at 
Compiègne in 1521 (Malsy 2001). In 1690, when Furetière defined the word “etoile”, the “feverish” activity, 
as Buridant calls it, of making avenues and stars in the hunting forests in France was at its highest (Buridant 
2007), and the copying of the characteristic landscape element had long since begun, e.g., in Denmark. To 
illustrate the activity in France, the forest at Compiègne may be used as an example. Here, by 1683 Louis 
XIV had made 54 new roads, and by 1773 Louis XV had made another 229 roads (Malsy 2001). Nowhere, 
however, was a building placed in the centre of a road star.
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Figure 46. Plan of the forest at Chantilly.1673. N. Lallement. Chantilly, musée Conde inv.no. CTPL 81 Q 13.
RMN/R.G. Ojeda©

However, the formal systems of straight hunting roads and rides in the forests were also a demonstration of 
the Baroque idea of man’s (in this case the absolute monarch’s) relation to nature. Le Nôtre laid out his 
famous big stars with tables in the forest of Chantilly as early as 1669. This estate did not belong to the king, 
but to the princes of Condé (Laporte 2004), but more than any estate in France it became dedicated to the 
chasse à courre. The princes of Condé deliberately used this hunt to outshine their royal relatives in an 
outstanding demonstration of power and grandiosity (Peloye & Poussard 2004). They succeeded so well that 
the kings eventually included hunts at Chantilly, when receiving foreign sovereigns such as the Danish king 
Christian VII in 1768 (Ottinger 2004). In this way, Chantilly became one of the most important models for 
hunting landscapes of power in Europe, and the vast majority of the par force hunting landscapes were 
adorned with road systems of the same type as the French spider’s web type, and the star design was 
generally ascribed to Le Nôtre, rather than to Savot. 
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However, the star of eight glades, which was basic to the design, may not only have been created for the 
chasse à courre in France. It turns out that at least one German state, Saxony, had a similar road system early 
in the 16th century.

Figure 47. A snapshot from a par force hunt during the visit of Chistian VII to France in 1768. Hallali d’un 
cerf dans la foret de Chantilly en l’honneur du roi de Danemark, 1768. Collections École polytechnique in. 
B15. (Palaiseau, France)©

Interference between landscapes for par force and those for German hunt 
In early medieval Europe, the catching of game by placing nets in openings in natural fences was widely 
practiced, and members of the nobility would fence in their hunting forests and accommodate them with 
hedges or other structures to direct the game towards the killing area (see, e.g., Cummins 1988, Watkins 
1998). The German hunt (chasse à toiles/chasse royal, Eingestellte Jagd/Hauptjagd) developed from this type 
of hunt, and in the 16-18th centuries, the German hunt, along with the par force hunt, became the most 
important emblematic type of hunt involving big game at the absolute European courts. In France, the 
importance of this hunt never exceeded that of the hunt par force (d’Athenaise 2007, Hluszko 2009), but in 
the absolute German states, the German hunt developed in the 18th century into what has been called “reine 
Hofspektakeln” (Ergert 1984). This brutal type of hunt strongly provoked intellectuals, especially at the 
dawn of the Enlightenment era (Narr 1988), and even became one of the reasons for the uprising in some of 
the absolute German states in the middle of the 19th century (Siebert s.a.).

Several days before a German hunt was to take place, large areas would be fenced in with hunting nets, 
ropes, sheets or even fire. Day by day, hunting staff and tenants would then close the circle tighter and 
tighter around the game within it, until, at last, the terrified animals might be driven into a shooting area 
(place de massacre) where the courtly party could kill them by the hundreds. In the process, nets and other 
equipment had to be transported from the periphery towards the centre of the area, and thus, the hunting 
forests were accommodated with straight roads or glades, as described by Täntzer in 1682.
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Figure 48. Place de massacre for a German Hauptjagd. Täntzer1682-89. Danish Museum of Hunting and 
Forestry©.

The primary function of the road design in a forest used for the German hunt was, in other words, to 
facilitate the transportation of the hunting equipment, while the game was driven together. In addition, it 
must provide an arena for the mass killing, a place de massacre, surrounded by a wall of hunting sheets and 
wagons. As it sufficed for the hunting personnel to communicate at a moderate speed, and as the hunters 
were contained within the killing area, the road system should not facilitate the hunters’ movements during 
the hunt. The courtly party might actually wait in the hunting lodge and be called upon just before the game 
was to be released into the killing area. Or, they might eventually remain within a star-shaped hunting lodge 
and shoot the game from its windows (Bessin 2001). 

According to d’Athenaise (2007), the French chasse royale differed from the central European Eingetstellte 
Jagd, in not relying on permanent hunting sites. This difference may seem subtle, but in the case of landscape 
design it is paramount. It simply forbids the laying out of permanent arenas for the killing, such as became 
the norm in the German absolute states of the 17-19th centuries, when buildings, either simple hunting lodges 
or palaces, were erected in the centre of the roads stars. Paradoxically, the German hunting landscapes 
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complied with the theories of the French garden architect Savot on the relationship between palace, garden 
and park (Bessin 2000), the French did not.

The earliest known star of eight glades in the German area is apparently the one laid out for the German hunt 
by Elector August of Saxony (1526/r1553-86) in the forest of the Dresdner Heide before 1560 and depicted 
in the first map of Saxony made by Mathias Öder in 1589 (Ruge 1889).

According to this reproduction of the map by Matthias Öder, the radiating roads had apparently been 
connected with “round” ones before Öder was commissioned to map Saxony in 1586. However, the “round 
roads do not feature in the “Ur-Öder-Karte Blätter”, which have been copied and made available on the 
internet by the Staatsarchiv Dresden, http://www.krumhermersdorf.de/literatur/landkarten/oeder_1590.htm 
28.9.2013. In any case, this is the landscape that Johan Täntzer knew when he arrived in Denmark around 
1677, and that inspired him to recommend a round forest sectioned by interconnected radiating roads and 
preferably with a central building as ideal for the German hunt (Täntzer 1682). The system at Dresden has 
been explained as being inspired by Le Nôtre in France (e.g. Pappenheim 1939), which is, of course, a 
historic impossibility.

The signature “Der Saw Garten Berttals dorff “ at the central star in the “Ur-Öder-Karte” “Kalte Küche” 
reveals that the road star was centered on the “Dresdner Saugarten”, an enclosure for wild boar, which in 
1560 was also called a “Treybegarten” (Barthel 1935) , rather than on a building. The glades were numbered 
clockwise from 1 to 8, and the numbers are today marked on tree stems, where the Arabic numerals are
preserved by repainting in the style of the 17th century (http://www.dresden-
neustadt.de/archiv/themen/heidewege/inhalt.htm, 26.7.2012 ). The intersections between the radiating and 
the “round” roads were called Crosses and numbered according to the numbers of the radiating roads 
(Barthel 1935). The triangles created by the roads in the forest were later dubbed “Jagen”, an expression that
was also used in Denmark. Even if the radiating roads were connected with straight roads in the shape of a 
spider’s web, Täntzer’s recommendation that the road system would be ideal for a German hunt, confirms 
that it was not made for the par force hunt.

In 1710, Friedrich August I the Strong (1670/r.1694/1697-1733) built a hunting lodge in the centre of the 
star, but this was demolished in 1850. Today, a recent stone post with the road numbers marks the centre. 
Today, parts of the star roads are still preserved as “Alte Eins” and “Alte Acht” in the town plan of Dresden 
(Barthel 1935).

Täntzer (1682), who was not educated in par force hunting, suggested the circular road system that had been 
recommended for the German Hauptjagd, be formed in a forest as round as possible. More than half a 
century later Döbel strongly recommended the choice of a forest edge that was as straight as possible, and he 
even suggested that the forest be divided into squares (Döbel 1754). Döbel’s book came in several editions 
and was read throughout the German absolute states in the late 18th century. It is, therefore, important that he 
stated that once forests, moors, or hunting-preserves had been provided with permanent hunting avenues or 
glades, if maintained well, they would be practical for several kinds of hunting, one of which is the French 
“Perforcejagd” in which Döbel was also educated (Döbel 1754).
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Figure 49. In 1682 Johan Täntzer suggested this spatial organization as the best for a German Hauptjagd 
and recommended a central hunting lodge for the princely party (Täntzer 1682).He was probably inspired by 
the plan in the Dresdner Heide. The illustration was misinterpreted as representing a landscape for the par 
force hunt. Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry©

In the 18th century, absolute monarchs in many German states followed Döbel’s advice on designing hunting 
road systems, but to enhance the emblematic function of their landscapes they added the now fashionable 
stars, which they normally ascribed to the French architect Le Nôtre (Pappenheim 1939). In so doing, they 
hardly ever followed a strict scheme for the entire hunting preserve, and, as seen in a bird’s perspective, the 
landscape design was rather untidy. It distinguished between the strictly Baroque-style, controlled garden at 
the palace and the more remote park, that was connected to the garden and palace by a few very large 
avenues (Bessin 2001). In accordance with the practical demands of the German hunt, and maybe following 
the French prescriptions of Savot, a castle, hunting lodge, or even shooting pavilion was usually placed in the 
centre of one or more of the big stars (Bessin 2001). This type of German absolute, Baroque hunting 
landscapes were extremely well fit for the German hunt but, as Döbel pointed out, also allowed for the par 
force hunt.
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Figure 50. Section of plan of Schloss Gottorff with surroundings made in1707 by Mathias Dallin. The deer 
park at Gottorff was laid out with eight avenues and an octagonal pavilion as early as 1669, perhaps for 
recreational rather than for hunting purposes (Christensen 1999). The duke of Schleswig-Holstein was 
married to the sister of the Danish Christian V, and the king’s mother Sophie Amalie delivered game for the 
couple’s new deer park. The landscape has not been preserved. Royal Danish Librabry©
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North Zealand – the ideal hunting landscape 
The nominated series extends over an area of North Zealand in which the much varied topography was 
shaped principally by the repeated retreating and reshaping of glaciers and glacier lobes at the end of the last 
Ice Age c. 21,000-8,000 years ago. Long, curving ranges of hills running N-S were formed as terminal or 
recessional moraines, subsurface streams of meltwater deposited eskers or dug out valleys more or less 
perpendicular to the moraine hills, glaciofluvial material was deposited in level plains in front of the glaciers. 
Moreover, the entire landscape was dotted with kettle holes formed by ice blocks isolated from the glaciers 
during their rapid retreat, and many of these are now lakes or swamps. The rebounding of the land, which
followed the deglaciation, was slowly counteracted by the rising sea levels. About 8,000 years ago, the 
coastline of North Zealand was higher than it is today, and divided by fjords, which are now dry due to the 
continued rebounding of the terrain. The peninsula includes very varied soil conditions; some areas, such as 
the hills west of Esrum Sø are poor and gravelly, while others consist of rich, glaciofluvial deposits.

After thousands of years with very varying conditions, the peninsula acquired its present size and outline 
about 7,000 years ago, and soon after (c. 4,000 BC) agriculture was introduced. The broad-leaved forests that 
had covered the land were slash-burned and cultivated, people became settled, domestic animals were 
introduced, some valuable game species, like wild boar, became considered to be pests, and the freedom to 
fish and hunt was slowly reduced. With the introduction of metals in the Bronze Age, about 3,500 years ago, 
the ever accessible flint was replaced by expensive metals as the most important material for the production 
of weapons. Society changed, and a class of warriors with access to horses, fast hounds and efficient 
weapons developed. 

Figure 51. A landscape cultivated for thousands of years. Photocollage Ida M. Grundahl©

In the Iron Age, present day Denmark was apparently plagued by a colder climate, and perhaps serious 
epidemics, which resulted in a declining population and an increase in forest area, but in the Viking and 
Early Medieval Ages, the Danish population was again growing. The kingdom of Denmark took form and 
was established before 1,000 AD, and in North Zealand, the Iron Age names of settlements that were mainly
found along the coast and in the western plains, for example Jyllinge, Skævinge and Helsinge, were 
supplemented with names like Allerød, Hillerød and Tulstrup, which indicate the clearing of forest. The last 
element of, e.g., the place name Hillerød, “-rød”, simply means a clearing in the forest, while “–trup” was 
originally thorp, i.e. a new settlement in the forest. In the early Middle Ages, both the crown and the Catholic 
Church became great land owners in the area, but the large, inaccessible, hilly forest area to the west of lake 
Esrum Sø remained almost uncultivated. The name of the forest Gripscogh, which is mentioned for the first 
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time in the King Valdemar’s cadastre (1231) actually means “the forest that is not fenced in”, i.e. the 
common forest, which was of no special interest to anybody until the kings took interest in the hunt.

When Christian III (1503/r. 1534-59) reformed the Danish church in 1536, he also confiscated the property 
of the Catholic Church and became the greatest land owner in the country. The royal property, however, was 
scattered throughout Denmark; for example, the king owned more than 2,000 smaller or larger properties 
scattered all over Scania in present day Sweden (Bech 1963). This was one reason why the kings began to 
merge their property into larger units; another very important reason had to do with the hunting rights. 

Even if game was also res nullius in Denmark at the beginning of the Medieval Ages, which is disputable, 
the kings and nobility had already reserved certain hunting areas, as is documented by King Valdemar’s 
cadastre (1231), where strict laws at the time of Christian III forbade others to hunt (Nyrén 2012).

Figure 52. The game preserves in North Zealand covered the entire area between Roskilde Fjord and 
Øresund, bounded to the south-east by Værebro Å and Vejle Å. The boundary was marked with wooden posts 
(red marking) which, in 1775-1777, were replaced by stone posts engraved with the royal monogram 
engraved. The stone posts were located near the boundary in places where they were easy to see. Royal 
Academy’ s Concept Maps, 1768. Danish Geodata Agency©
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However, in the early 16th century, where his properties were spread among those of other plot owners, the 
king had to share his hunting right. By assembling his property in,larger units and keeping other owners out, 
the king might therefore acquire the hunting right entirely for himself (Weismann 1931). This was exactly 
what happened in North Zealand, when in 1560 king Frederik II (1534/r.1559-88) began the work of 
establishing a large royal hunting estate. The boundary of the estate was marked with wooden posts in the 
landscape, and it was strictly forbidden for anyone but the king’s personnel to carry weapons in the area.

The centre and royal seat of the estate became Frederiksborg Slot. The castle’s history goes back to 1560 
when Frederik II, through a change of property, acquired the manor Hillerødsholm, and renamed it 
Frederiksborg. From 1562, the royal studs were bred here, and Frederiksborg thus gave its name to the 
famous Frederiksborg horse. In 1599, the young king Christian IV (1577/r. 1588-1648) decided to have the 
old castle demolished in order to begin the erection of a new one inspired by the Dutch Renaissance and built 
in red brickwork with bands of light sandstone and swung gables.

Figure 53. Christian IV in front of Kronborg. The Museum of National History. Frederiksborg Castle©

Until the early 18th century, Frederiksborg Slot was the largest and most impressive castle owned by the 
Danish-Norwegian king, and the castle buildings are not only adorned with inscriptions and monograms 
from the time of Frederik II and Christian IV; the initials of Christian V (1646/r.1670-99) and Christian VI 
(1699/r. 1730-46) also appear on facades and building elements and bear witness to the importance of the 
castle in the 17th and 18th centuries. 
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From Frederiksborg Slot, the kings would go on week-long hunting excursions in their estate in North 
Zealand, with an enormous entourage of personnel, horses, hounds and wagons (Mejborg 1882). However, 
of the medieval castles, only Kronborg and Hørsholm could be used during these excursions. Instead, the 
royal party was accommodated in special hunting farms scattered throughout the estate. To the west of 
Frederiksborg in Horns Herred was Abrahamstrup, around lake Esrum Sø were the remaining buildings from 
the demolished convent of Esrum, and the farms Ostrup, Nyrop and Østrup (Madsen 1919). In the southern 
end of the estate, to the west was the farm of Ballerup, and to the east was that of Ibstrup. Three of these 
farms were later replaced by royal castles: In 1609-20 Christian IV built a castle at Ibstrup, where another 
small deer park, the current Charlottenlund Skov, existed before 1655 (Madsen 1919). In 1720-22, Frederik 
IV (1671/r. 1699-1730) built Fredensborg Slot at Østrup, and the medieval Abrahamstrup has been rebuilt 
and amended six times between 1590 and 1746, and is now called Jægerspris Slot. 

The landscape in North Zealand was also furnished with royal roads where access was forbidden to others, 
but connecting Frederiksborg with the other castles, and the capital. North Zealand was thus already a 
landscape of power by the beginning of the 17th century, although it was not yet designed as such.

Figure 54. Frederik III at the age of 6. In the background is Frederiksborg Slot. Painting by Pieter Isaacsz 
in 1569-1625. The Museum of National History, Frederiksborg Castle©
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Absolutism had been underway in Europe for nearly a century, when in 1660 Frederik III (1609/r. 1648-70)
in the aftermath of the Swedish Wars, introduced a hereditary, absolute rule in Denmark by a coup. The new 
rule was legalized in the constitution in 1665 (Olden-Jørgensen 2010), and was to become one of the 
strongest in Europe. It was thus also Frederik III who made the hunt and the game regal rights in Denmark, 
and his son, Christian V (1646/r.1670-1699) was the first absolute Danish king to be blessed, a ceremony 
which took place in the church of Frederiksborg Slot.

Figure 55. Remains of the original dikes and ditch of Boveskov still exist, but are now located within 
Jægersborg Dyrehave. Photo Ida M Grundahl©

As a prince consort, Christian V went on a European tour including England and France in 1662-63. On the  
February 18th 1663, Louis XIV invited him for a chasse à courre at Saint Germain-en-Laye near Paris. The 
young prince proved to be a very good par force hunter, and the Sun King encouraged him to instigate his 
own hunt in Denmark, and so he did (Weismann 1931).

In 1669, Frederik III had the forest of Boveskov north of Ibstrup (Jægersborg) Slot fenced in to erect a new 
hunting park. When he died in 1670, his son decided to enlarge the area of the park and demolished the 
village of Stokkerup north of Boveskov to fence in its former fields. Christian V also included some of the 
grazing areas from the village of Nærum north of the river Mølleåen. Deer from the surroundings were 
driven into the new hunting park, and red deer were also introduced from Bornholm, among other places
(Weismann 1929). 
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The hunting park, now called Jægersborg Dyrehave, was constructed, because the new king wanted to have 
an area for his par force hunt; however, the young Danish king initially sought expertise from England, 
rather than from France. The personnel, horses and hounds were English, and no hunting roads were 
apparently laid out in the park. It must therefore be assumed that the hunt was performed as the free chase 
known from England, not the ritualised French chasse à courre. For more than a decade after 1670, some of 
the king’s hunters went on annual tours to England to buy horses, hounds and fodder for the hounds
(Marquard 1918). However, around 1690, the breeding of the hounds was beginning in Denmark, and this 
eventually led to a breed of white, black-spotted Danish par force hounds that became very popular 
throughout Europe (Weismann 1931).

In spite of the importation of English horses, the horse breeding at Frederiksborg also developed 
tremendously during the reign of Christian V, and the horses were especially bred to produce fashionable 
light colours (Nielsen 1995). These colours were well suited for the par force hunt, because they were easy to 
see in the forest, as were the red uniforms of the hunting personnel and the black and white hounds.

Ibstrup Slot (built 1609-20) now became the seat of the entire royal hunt and was renamed Jægersborg Slot 
(The Hunters’ Castle). The castle and garden were renovated, but the old staff quarters, the kennel, the 
stables and buildings for wagons and other hunting gear were reused. 

Figure 56. Jægersborg Slot seen from the west as depicted by Täntzer in 1689.The avenue running from the main gate 
towards the spectator is Jægersborg Allé (avenue) in which a rendez-vous was made for the par force hunt around 
1682. The main gate was adorned with a golden hart. Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry©

To the west of the castle, a royal avenue, today called Jægersborg Allé, was constructed. The avenue and a 
round place in the middle of it, i.e. about 500 m in front of the castle, are distinctly marked on the map from 
c. 1685. A note in the king’s accounts relates that on April 16th 1683, the forester was paid for planting trees 
on “relesen ved Jegersborg” (Marquard 1918), i.e. the relais at Jægersborg. The relais is here called a rendez-
vous, as it was to become used as such, when the king would have his breakfast here before leaving for the 
day’s hunt in the nearby Jægersborg Dyrehave. An illustration in Täntzer’s book from 1689 (Täntzer 1689) 
shows the avenue of young trees in the castle’s main axis, and probably the avenue and rendez-vous were 
made at the same time, i.e. around 1682. This was the only road design element at Jægersborg that was 
undisputably related to the par force hunt, and when Jægerborg Dyrehave was fenced in, the only spatial
relationship between the park and the castle was the practical proximity. Otherwise, old winding roads 
connected the castle to the park through its SW corner and led to the Hubertushus, a hunting lodge in the 
park.
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The exact age and position of the Hubertushus lodge in Jægersborg Dyrehave has not been established. As 
there was no star in Jægersborg Dyrehave before 1735, the road system does not help, and archaeological 
investigations are needed to decide the exact location. A sketch from 1672 that has been interpreted as
depicting the Hubertushus, indicates that the building existed by then and was not placed on top of the hill, as 
was the later Eremitageslottet (Møller 1990).

The architecture of this pavilion was strikingly similar to the Sternhaus, a hunting lodge erected before 1687 
by a relative of the Danish king, Duke Rudolf August (1624/r.1666-1704) of Braunschweig-Wolffenbüttel in 
the Lechlumer Holz. According to Bessin, the Sternhaus was inspired by Marly at Saint-Germain-en-Laye, 
that had innumerable references to the Sun God Apollon, the iconographic persona of Louis XIV. One 
reference stated that there was ample access for sunlight, both on the public ground level and on the more 
private bel étage (Bessin 2001). This was apparently also the case in the Hubertushus, and the Danish king 
may have been inspired by both English and French ideas in his deer park at Jægersborg.  In 1694, a 
hermitage machine, a lift, which allowed the absolute monarch to dine alone, “en eremitage”, was installed 
in the Hubertushus, which was then renamed Eremitagen after the machine. The hermitage machine was 
probably designed by Ole Rømer (Bencard 2010).

Queen Sophie Amalie (1628-1685), the king’s mother and the first absolute queen in Denmark was very 
conscious indeed of the fact that “the greater the doubts about the stability or legitimacy of a throne, the 
greater the need for display” (Blanning 2002:32 fide Knoll 2004). She did much to promote her husband’s 
new absolute rule (Hein 2000), and her son followed her example in many ways, for example by reforming 
the order of the knights and building a new chapel for the order at Frederiksborg Slot (Mentz 2010). 
However, the country was so impoverished by war that building new, impressive residences was completely 
out of the question, and due to the tense relationship between Denmark and Sweden, the king had to maintain 
a rather large army (Olden-Jørgensen 2010). For many reasons, therefore, the transformation of the entire 
hunting estate in North Zealand into a European absolute landscape of power was an obvious and convenient 
choice for Christian V. This transformation took place around 1685, when all the larger forests of the royal 
estate were accommodated with new hunting roads mainly for the French, formalised type of par force hunt. 

The hunting road system in North Zealand as we know it today was designed and constructed according to 
one clear plan, which emerges from a map from c. 1685 (Dahl 2003). The geometrical systems of roads and 
rides were based on the already existing royal roads from Copenhagen and, at Frederiksborg Slot, on the
square outline of Store Dyrehave, which had been erected by Christian IV in 1618-19. The entire plan 
covered an area of about 9,700 ha between c. 55o 45’ and 56o N, 12o 15’ and 12o 40’ E. It encompassed the 
forests of Harreskovene, Geels Skov and Gribskov, and it comprised Jægersborg Dyrehave with the 
Hubertushus, and Jægersborg Slot with its old hunter’s lodges, kennel etc. and the old, square deer park of 
Gyldenlund (Gotfredsen 1948). The landscape plan thus included hunting roads in two forests that were 
apparently not intended for the par force hunt, namely Geels Skov and Gyldenlund. The long, parallel roads 
in Geels Skov were most likely intended as drives to lead game towards the royal road from Copenhagen to 
Hillerød. Royals would often shoot game when passing by on their way to the castles in North Zealand, and 
the figures reveal that they must have had help. On August 11th 1617 for example, Christian IV shot 12 harts
on his 25 km route from Copenhagen to Hørsholm (Weismann 1931). Even if North Zealand was swimming 
with hoards of almost tame deer, as Arent Berntsen described it (Berntsen 1656), such success would require 
some cheating.
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The four roads in Gyldenlund may simply have been intended for transportation, as the sources talk about a 
German hunt here, but not of any par force hunts. Apparently, Gyldenlund was more of a menagerie with 
exotic animals rather than a hunting forest (Weismann 1929).

Figure 57. Bog in Jægersborg Dyrehave. Photo Ida M. Grundahl©

The Mølleåen basin runs W-E through the royal estate and, in many stretches, it has a rather wild topography 
with steep slopes, swamps and lakes. This has forbidden the cultivation of the river basin and the adjacent 
areas, which are instead covered with forests. After the reformation in 1536, the area, an important waterway 
with many water mills, fell to the crown. Frederik III fenced in the present Frederiksdal Storskov at Furesøen 
as a hunting park and, just before his death in 1669, turned the river between the lakes of Furesøen and 
Lyngby Sø into a straight Baroque-style canal. In 1670, the estate of Frederiksdal with Nørreskoven and 
Frederiksdal Storskov came into the possession of Charlotte Amalie (1650-1714), Christian V’s queen. The 
queen’s forests at Frederiksdal were not included in the overall plan for the royal hunting estate. Neither 
were those of the king’s mother at the estate of Hirschholm.

The hunting road system in Jægersborg Dyrehave is the most deviating and, unfortunately, its history is the 
least known (Dahl 2003). Present investigations indicate that it may never have been realised completely in 
accordance with the plans on the map from c. 1685 (Ida Grundahl pers.comm.). However, the map does 
reveal that a road star at the site of Eremitageslottet was not planned in the first place, although an old road 
from the abolished village of Stokkerup does cross one of the long straight new hunting roads at 
approximately this point, and an account from 1702 actually documents that the hill on which 
Eremitageslottet was built in 1735-36 was used as a relais even before the advent of the hunting lodge. In 
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1702, secretary of the English embassy, Lacombe de Vrigny, wrote: “The relais is placed very well almost 
centrally in the park, which is here very open, and as the hunt must necessarily pass by here, I stayed for a 
while to enjoy the beautiful view. On one of the small hills – a gunshot from the sea – as small pavilion 
which is further lifted on an artificial mound  lies completely free on all sides so that you may drive right up 
to it. No tree is found here, but in the distance you see forest to the north and south as far as the eye reaches, 
while to the west on the other side of the fence, that together with a ditch fences in the park, you see a very 
beautiful, hilly landscape, and to the east rejoice at the sight of Østersøen and the coast of Scania, where 
even without a binoculars I could easily distinguish the church tower of Landskrona” (Smidt 1986).

Figure 58. The view from Eremitageslottet is breath-taking. Photo Ida M. Grundahl©

The map from c. 1685 shows that, from the beginning, the new road system in the deer park deviated much 
from that in the natural forests outside the park. In the central open plain, three long roads ran S-N, and in the 
more dense forest, the roads in the deer park formed simple systems of squares. However, we know from the 
sources that the park was intended and used for the par force hunt from the very beginning and throughout its 
entire history. As the landscape in the park differs from the remainder hunting landscape in its soft, rolling 
topography, it is justified to assume that the topography and open tree cover were precisely the reasons why 
the area was chosen in the first place. It was simply well suited to the free English chase, which was 
apparently preferred in Denmark during the period before c. 1685 (Weismann 1931). When roads were 
eventually added, their design simply also took advantage of the open landscape and the soft topography. 
Roads in Jægersborg Dyrehave are mentioned in the accounts for the first time in 1690, but apparently the 
work had begun already in the summer of 1688, and in 1694, the accounts provide us with the intriguing 
information that on June 13th, the king rode out with Ole Rømer in “Dyrehaven and elsewhere, where the 
new roads were made, to see how they were laid out”. At this time, Ole Rømer was also involved in the 
building of the first hermitage machine in the Hubertushus (Dahl 2003). 
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Figure 59. The open, deviating road system in Jægersborg Dyrehave (and Jægersborg Hegn) c. 1685. Map 
of North Zealand c. 1685. Danish National Archives© 

The spatial plan of the absolute par force hunting forest in North Zealand outside Jægersborg Dyrehave was 
based on eight radiating roads, but differed from other already known European plans by replacing the 
“round roads” between the radiating ones with straight roads forming distinct squares, thus transforming the 
entire landscape into a veritable system of Cartesian coordinates. As in the Dresdner Heide, the hunting 
roads were numbered systematically around the centre of the stars, and their numbers were indicated on 
stone posts at both ends of the roads. Arrows on the stone posts indicated the roads’ directions in relation to 
the stars.
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Figure 60. The par force hunt. One of four emblematic paintings of Christian V’s hunting equipment by Cornelis 
Gijsbrecht. c. 1671. KMS 3065. National Gallery of Denmark©

Although Frederiksborg Slot was the residence castle of the estate, the par force hunting road system was not 
designed with the castle in its centre, as recommended by Savot (Bessin 2001), and as was later the case in 
many other Baroque hunting landscapes in Europe. However, Savot’s ideas were applied, both in the garden 
of Frederiksborg Slot, which was established in 1720-25 by Frederik IV as a French-style Baroque garden,
when Eremitageslottet was built centrally in Jægersborg Dyrehave in 1735-36, and in the garden of 
Fredensborg Slot (Lund 1977), which in 1722 replaced the old hunting lodge of Østrup.

In the more hilly and dense forests outside the hunting park, the application of geometry considerably 
amended the design of the absolute hunting landscape both practically and emblematically, and that the latter 
was alo intended is most clearly documented by a stone placed centrally on the highest relais in Store 
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Dyrehave and decorated with a compass rose and the monogram of Christian V, the absolute king who 
created the system.

Figure 61. The northern part of the par force hunting road landscape on the map of North Zealand c.1685.
Danish National Archives©

The geometric design applied in1685 in the par force hunting landscape in North Zealand had until then only 
been employed in gardens. Applying Cartesian geometry to design a hunting landscape was a completely
new achievement, and this new absolute landscape of power apparently became the model of a number of 
other European hunting landscapes, e.g., Gatchina in Russia.
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Figure 62. In 1689, Johan Täntzer published several illustrations of a perfect par force hunting landscape in 
the 3rd volume of his work, Der Dianen Hohe und Niedere Jagdgeheimnisse. The book was distributed at 
other European courts and may have inspired the design of later landscapes in France, Germany and 
Russia. Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry©

Due to its emblematic function as a landscape of power for an absolute monarch, we shall probably never 
know who conceived the idea of the ingenious road system in North Zealand. As the absolute monarch was 
perceived as God’s representative on Earth, and mathematics were perceived as an expression of God’s and 
hence the king’s reason (Enge 1992), nobody else could have taken credit for the design. However, it is 
worth noting that two remarkable men, who worked for Christian V, when the landscape was created, could 
have inspired the king.

One was Ole Rømer. In 1671, he assisted the French astronomer Jean Picard (1620-1682) in Denmark, and 
in 1672 followed him to Paris, where the now famous Dane became a member of Académie des Sciences. 
Ole Rømer also assisted Le Nôtre with the levelling for the fountains at Versailles, and he served Louis XIV 
as a teacher for the Dauphin. In 1681, Ole Rømer returned to Denmark, where Christian V made him 
Mathematicus regius, royal mathematician, and head of “Kommissionen for gader, brolægning og vandfald”, 
a committee whose responsibilities included managing the Danish road system (Danneskiold-Samsøe et al. 
2011). Rømer could certainly have inspired the king when the hunting landscape was designed.
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The second was Johan Täntzer, the German huntsman who came from Dresden to Denmark in 1677 (Lindner 
1964), and wrote Der Dianen Hohe und Niedere Jagd-Geheimnisse I-III (Täntzer1682-89). In his third book, 
Täntzer (1689) wrote about the par force hunting roads. The text reveals that Täntzer was right, when he 
claimed to know nothing about par force hunting, but his illustrations show that he was very familiar indeed 
with the design of the landscape in North Zealand (Täntzer 1689). Täntzer was on good terms with the king, 
gambled with him, and even lent him pocket money (Marquard 1918). Johan Täntzer’s knowledge of the 
German hunt and the star in the Dresdner Heide may also have inspired the king’s thinking, when the 
hunting landscape was created.

Figure 63. A winter’s day at a road cross in Gribskov. Soldiers constructed the track, but we shall probably 
never know who it was that understood how well Cartesian geometry would function in the forests of North 
Zealand. Photo Ida M. Grundahl©

As we shall probably never know exactly how the emblematic hunting landscape in North Zealand was 
conceived, it cannot be excluded that it simply developed as a combination of the old, well-known square 
road systems, also recommended for the German hunt by Döbel (1754), and the radial star system used in 
both France and Saxony. However, regardless of how, the hunting landscape in North Zealand became an 
expression of the absolute monarch’s reason, which ruled “as the ordering force, above all in mathematics, 
but also in the whole of nature” (Enge 1992). At Versailles, the natura naturata in which the king’s hand 
(and reason) guided the visitor, was the geometric maze, l’Etoile, the star in the garden (Enge 1992). In 
North Zealand, the absolute monarch’s reason turned an entire landscape, the dangerous and chaotic natura 
naturans of the hilly forests with their swamps and lakes, into an ordered natura naturata of hunting road 
stars. The ancient forests were transformed into a civilized hunting landscape, where the king’s hand calmly 
guided the hunters, because the geometrical principle was known. Road names were superfluous, numbers 
and arrows sufficed. In the centre of Store Dyrehave, from which the system emerged, the king’s guiding 
hand was explicitly symbolised by the Kongestenen with its compass rose. 
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The forest landscape of North Zealand differed from all contemporary hunting landscapes because the spatial 
plan applied the formal principles of Baroque garden architecture, and because the king’s reason and the 
absolute, “cosmically-included nature” was at the centre, not the royal palace of Frederiksborg Slot. By 
circumscribing the stars with squares, and by giving all roads numbers in a distinct and consequent system, 
the spatial organisation also facilitated the hunters’ ability to find their way in the forest, and their 
communication during the hunt. No doubt this was of great importance for the success of any hunt in the 
hilly forest area, that was in fact rather unfit for the par force hunt even when divided up into the smaller 
triangles of the Jagen.

Figure 64. Trevej in Store Dyrehave. Photo Ida M. Grundahl©

The hilly topography of the North Zealand forests must also have been an obstacle to the practical shaping of 
the landscape, and the engineering work of this 17th century project is admirable. Recently recovered 
accounts have given valuable information about the work and helped date the different parts of the road 
system, but they do not convey any unambiguous information as to who designed the system or drew the 
1685 map (Dahl 2003). At Jægersborg Slot work began in 1670 and went on for a decade including both 
landscape and building enterprises (Marquard 1918). Both here and elsewhere the accounts relate that
hundreds of soldiers camping during the summer in wooden huts, measured, dug, hacked, felled and built the 
roads, wore down thousands of spades, hoes and wheel barrows, and consumed tonnes of rye bread and seas 
of ale (Dahl 2003).Work on the hunting roads seems to have begun in Stenholt Vang and Lille Dyrehave at 
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Hillerød in 1685-86. Next in line were the roads in Harreskovene, which were made in the summer of 1687,
and in September of the same year, 384 soldiers were moved from Harreskovene to Store Dyrehave, where 
work began in the autumn. The work in Store Dyrehave was interrupted by the winter, resumed in May 1688, 
and continued, probably with winter interruptions, until late summer 1690. In 1691, the roads in Stenholt 
Vang were repaired and at the same time, new roads were made. Dahl, who studied the accounts, is not 
certain whether the roads in Gribskov were made in 1691, or if they already existed, and, like the roads in 
Stenholt Vang, were repaired in 1691 (Dahl 2003). 

Figure 65. Eremitageslottet. Johan Jacob Bruun. 1741. Rosenborg Castle Inv.No. 19.121©

Apparently, the roads and tracks did not take account of the topography, but passed in straight lines through 
swamps and over hills even in dense forest, only diverging where there were deep lakes or settlements, and 
among the expenditures in the accounts are also materials for bridges (Dahl 2003). However, an analysis of 
the topography shows that the system actually took advantage of the topography as regards the position of 
the most important road stars, or relais, that were placed on some of the highest points with a view of the 
surrounding landscape.

Moreover, while the overall direction of the system in the forests around Frederiksborg Slot was determined 
by the shape of Store Dyrehave and the direction of the royal road from Copenhagen to the castle, the long 
roads connecting Store Dyrehave and Gribskov forests were apparently placed in the terrain so as to follow 
the direction of the long moraine hills in Gribskov. Thus, the absolute monarch’s ability to control nature and 
use it for his own purposes was also demonstrated in this context, which must have been striking to foreign 
visitors. The roads were conceived around 1685, and as early as the 1690s, some of them had been used 
enough to require repair (Dahl 2003), but it was precisely their continuous use that has preserved most of 
them until today.
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North of the original road system along the old royal road at the bank of Esrum Sø a more irregular hunting 
road system was apparently added during the reign of Frederik IV (1699-1730) or maybe even earlier (Dahl 
2003). It is uncertain how complete the system ever was, and it is poorly preserved. Only the royal road, 
Kongevejen, from Frederiksborg Slot to Esrum now called Midtlinien is well preserved.

Figure 66. In the dining hall of Eremitageslottet, the rays of the rising and setting sun met their earthly 
representative, the absolute monarch and were even reflected down on him from the mirrored ceiling. Photo 
Roberto Fortuna©

In 1735-36, Christian VI (1699/r.1730-46) had the Hubertushus replaced by the still extant Eremitageslottet. 
By then, Savot’s Baroque ideal of focus on the absolute monarch’s person was decisive for the position of 
the building. Eremitageslottet was placed on the hilltop with a grand view down to both the sea and the park. 
The lodge functioned as a sheltered relais during the par force hunts, and the elevated position of the building 
is perfectly in line with that of the king’s two most important relais at the great stars in the forests further 
north. The building was thus added to the landscape, rather than vice versa. 
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The absolute monarch’s relation to nature was further stressed by the E-W orientation of Eremitageslottet. 
When the rays of the rising and setting sun hit the mirrored ceiling in the dining hall on the bel étage, they 
were reflected on their earthly representative, the absolute monarch. The sun’s journey during the day was 
thus employed emblematically in Eremitageslottet, just as it was at Versailles, where, according to Enge 
(1992), Le Nôtre included time as a dimension by making use of the sun’s journey during the day: “The rays 
of the rising sun greet its earthly representative, the Sun King, in the morning in his bedroom… During …the 
afternoon, the canal [Le Grand Canal], like a sea of light, reflects the …rays of the [setting] sun towards the 
palace and into the Hall of Mirrors” (Enge 1992).

The building was named after its hermitage machine designed by the royal building master, Lauritz de 
Thura, who was also the architect of the building itself (Bencard 2010). Even today, the building continues to 
function as a royal hunting lodge, as Her Majesty the Queen still uses it for private hunting lunches.

At the same time as Eremitageslottet was built around 1735, the top floor of Jægersborg Slot was removed 
and the old half-timber buildings of Jægergården were replaced by Lauritz de Thura’s still extant Baroque 
brick buildings. But, alas! The castle proper had been so severely damaged during the Swedish wars in the 
17th century that it had to be demolished in 1767 in spite of the restoration (Gotfredsen 1948). However, the 
new buildings of Jægergården retained their function as the seat of the royal hunt and, until the middle of the 
19th century, hunting gear like nets was brought from here, no matter where in North Zealand a royal hunt 
was due to take place (Baagøe 2005).

By the end of the 18th century, the importance of the Baroque royal hunt was declining as Enlightenment 
reforms were introduced, and the par force hunt was finally given up in 1777 (Weismann 1931). The par 
force hunt had run itself out, but it was not legally banned in Denmark until the end of the 20th century. In 
1763, the German forestry expert, Johan Georg von Langen was called upon to establish the new discipline 
of forestry in Denmark. Von Langen began his efforts in the royal forests of North Zealand, where he also 
established a school of forestry, which until 1770 was housed in the former huntsmen’s quarters at 
Jægergården. Thus, the beautiful yellow building complex played a central role in the history of both the 
absolute monarchs’ Baroque hunting estate, and their new Enlightenment era forestry. Today, the intact 
building complex is privately owned and still maintains one of its original functions; that of providing living 
space for ordinary people. 

Originally, Jægersborg Dyrehave was closed to the public, but during the rule of Frederik IV (1699-1730),
access became easier. Unauthorised vehicles were not allowed, but many people had keys to the gates, and 
illegal copies circulated. In 1729, it was decided to change the locks and keys to enforce the ban on traffic. In 
1746, horse and cart were allowed into the deer park, but for some time after this, free access was banned 
again because the head keeper, Gram, who was also the Royal Master of the Hunt, thought that the roads 
would be ruined. However, the king ordered Gram to “allow every reasonable person to pass through the 
gates and take a walk in the deer park as they had done before”. Ever since then, the public has had free 
access to the park (Weismann 1929), which has been managed as a recreational forest since 1843. Today, the 
horse drawn hunting wagons have been replaced by those used by tourists, and only once a year, at the St. 
Hubert’s Chase, do the many riders on the roads wear red uniforms.
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Figure 67. Johan Georg von Langen’s map of Jægersborg Dyrehave in 1764. The signature of the park is the 
dead deer, the green Besuchknecht and his bloodhound, and the par force hunter in his red uniform blowing 
his horn. Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry©.

It takes only a single glance at a map of North Zealand before the forest reforms of the late 18th-early 19th

centuries to understand that the economy of the royal estate was also taken into account, when the absolute 
hunting landscape was designed. The hunting roads are confined to the poor, steep, wet and/or forest covered 
parts of the peninsula, leaving out the best agricultural areas.  Thus, the planning of the new landscape of 
power did not entirely neglect the adverse effects of hunting on agriculture. On the contrary many parts of 
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the forests had a double function as grazing areas for the royal studs of horses, and periodically even for 
sheep and cattle. This was, for example, true of Store Dyrehave and of Gribskov forest along the western 
bank of Esrum Sø. During the entire history of the estate, an important income for the crown was the 
pannage (i.e. rent) paid by the tenants for the feeding of their pigs in the forests in the autumn (Madsen 
1919). Of course the tenants had to do extra villeniage (i.e. work for the landlord) in connection with the 
royal hunts, they had to tolerate extensive damage to their crops, both from the wildlife, and from the 
inconsiderate race during the hunts, and their big dogs must have their left front leg cut off at the knee 
(Weismann 1931). However, most farms in the central forest areas were already abandoned in the late 16th

century (Madsen 1919), and as a result there were relatively few complaints about the royal hunts 
(Weismann 1931).

For at least 300 years, the royal Master of the Hunt had been responsible for both hunting and forestry, but 
the main obligation of any staff in the royal forests had been hunting and wildlife management. By 1781 this 
focus changed dramatically. The forest administration in the royal forests became independent of the hunting 
administration, and was given priority in relation to it. From 1799, the red deer that hitherto had been 
protected and even given priority in relation to the royal tenants’ agriculture, were suddenly considered 
vermin, and an annihilation programme was launched. In 1854, the last red deer in North Zealand outside of 
Jægersborg Dyrehave was shot. 

Along the Øresund coast, during the reign of Frederik III, the square deer park at Ibstrup/Jægersborg Slot had 
been named Gyldenlund and become a popular excursion site for the citizens of Copenhagen. When the par 
force hunting systems were laid out elsewhere, Gyldenlund with its small lodge of the same name became 
more of a menagerie than a deer park. In 1730-33 the Gyldenlund lodge was replaced by a castle for Princess 
Charlotte Amalie (1706-1782) and the forest was renamed Charlottenlund Skov. The public was still allowed 
to use it, and even today Charlottenlund Skov is a popular recreation area for the local population.

From 1841, pheasants were introduced into the wild on the island of Amager south of Copenhagen 
(Sandersen 1983) and pheasant and fox hunting became fashionable. For example, Christian IX 
(1818/r.1863-1906) arranged pheasant hunts for his royal sons-in-law, the English king and the Russian Czar 
(Fabricius 1984). The royal family still utilises the right to hunt in Jægersborg Dyrehave and the other state 
forests in North Zealand and, since the beginning of the 20th century, reintroduction programmes have made 
the stands of both red and fallow deer grow to such an extent that, with some regulations, they can now be 
hunted again. The deer populations have been supplemented with sika, which was introduced into a deer 
park at the private estate of Svenstrup in 1902 (pers.comm. Chr. Wedell-Neergaard), and has now spread to 
the forests of North Zealand. 

From 1781, an extensive silvicultural programme was effectuated in the royal forests, which were protected 
by a very strict forest law, forbidding the grazing of domestic animals within the forest gate, and demanding 
that forest areas should be fenced in and “forever” be managed as forest. This development was, likewise, 
the result of an important interchange of human values in Europe, and in Denmark German forestry experts 
were called in to administer it. The old hunting roads were now employed for forestry purposes, and the 
triangular units, the Jagen of the former par force hunting system, had a new function as compartments in the 
new orderly cultivated forest. 
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The par force hunting landscape in North Zealand is here proposed for nomination on the World Heritage 
List as a well preserved absolute landscape of power. It was planned and shaped deliberately in one process 
to function optimally during the emblematic par force hunts, but also to illustrate per se the absolute 
monarch’s role as the worldly representative of God, His love, light, reason, and the natura naturata (Enge 
1992). The proposed property includes the original royal hunting park of Jægersborg Dyrehave, which in the 
process became the hunting park of a larger royal hunting estate. The nominated property conveys a story of 
an absolute, but poor, European king who made the most of what he had, and managed to create a 
magnificent landscape of power fit to impress any foreign diplomat. Two forests with road systems designed 
as practical and emblematic systems of coordinates were chosen to represent a landscape’s unique design, 
but the hunting park, where it all began, is an integrated part of the story. It gives an clear impression of the 
gradual development in the exchanged European ideas of how absolute power could best be expressed, both 
in the hunt itself and in the hunting landscape. As an absolute European landscape of the Baroque, the forest 
landscape of North Zealand was always in complete accordance with its time. It certainly borrowed ideas 
from all over Europe, but by combining them it broke completely new ground.
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3. Justification for Inscription 

Map 3.0. The par force hunting landscape in North Zealand
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3.1.a Brief Synthesis
The par force hunting landscape in North Zealand was founded in 1670 and designed around 1685 using
Cartesian geometry to optimise its function during the hunt, and make it emblematic per se of an absolute 
European monarch, his reason and of his power to control nature. It is an outstanding example of the 
interchange of Baroque values within Europe in developments in landscape design in the 17th-18th centuries.

This cultural landscape designed and created intentionally by man, is represented by the former royal hunting 
forests of Store Dyrehave and Gribskov, and the former royal hunting park of Jægersborg Dyrehave and
Jægersborg Hegn.

Figure 68. The central hunting road star in Store Dyrehave.The landscape design centres on nature rather 
than on the nearby castle of Frederiksborg Slot. Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry©

The Outstanding Universal Value of the landscape lies in the spatial organisation of the hunting forests, 
hunting roads, buildings, emblematic markers, numbered stone posts, stone fences, and numerical road 
names. Together, they give an indication of the practical application of the design in its use as a means of 
orientation. 

Although the spatial plan centres on nature, not on the residential castles, the nominated series also
exemplifies the development in spatial relationships between royal buildings and the landscape.
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The par force hunting landscape in North Zealand covers an area of c. 9,700 ha, and contains a number of 
royal castles. The nominated series covers an area of 4,629.4 ha and has been selected because it 
encompasses a comprehensiveness of attributes that allows for an understanding of the development of the
Baroque hunting landscape as an emblematic and practical spatial entity. Below more detailed information 
about the attributes that convey the Outstanding Universal Value of the hunting landscape is presented. 

The royal estate in North Zealand became a hunting landscape representing absolute power in the decades 
after 1660, when absolute rule was introduced. A map from c. 1685 presents the master plan, which 
concentrates on the forests around the two royal castles of Frederiksborg Slot and Jægersborg Slot. The
landscape design was highly innovative. It applied geometry to optimise the function of the hunting 
landscape both practically (to overcome topographic obstacles and ease communication during the hunt) and 
emblematically (as an expression of the absolute monarch, his reason and power to control nature). Until this 
time, geometric designs had only been applied in gardens and parks, but later it was applied in other 
European hunting landscapes of power. The application of Cartesian geometry in North Zealand is an 
outstanding example of the important development and interchange within Europe of ideas on landscape 
design in the 17-18th centuries. 

The landscape design combined the star shapes created by eight straight hunting roads known from France, 
with a numbering system known from Saxony, and the squares of straight roads used in most European 
hunting landscapes. The result was a network of hunting roads that functioned virtually as a Cartesian system 
of coordinates in the landscape. This application of mathematics in the design distinguished the par force 
hunting landscape in North Zealand from all other contemporary, comparable par force hunting landscapes.

Figure 69. A. Star of radiating roads, B. Straight roads forming squares, C. Star with “round roads”, D. 
Star with a central building, E. The combination of stars and “square” roads applied in North Zealand. Ida 
M. Grundahl©

The application of mathematics made the landscape per se emblematic, since in the European Baroque an
absolute monarch represented reason, of which mathematics was the finest expression: “…the King sees 
himself as the representative of necessity, which rules as the ordering force, above all in mathematics, but 
also in the whole of nature” (Enge 1992).  In North Zealand the existence of the absolute ruler’s reason is 
underpinned by Kongestenen, a stone engraved with the king’s crown and monogram, and a compass rose, 
placed in the main road star in Store Dyrehave. In addition the numbered stone posts preserved in situ 
together with preserved place names help to convey the mathematical idea behind the design. 
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In practical terms, the Cartesian geometry allowed for systematic, orderly subdivisions of the landscape and 
in this way helped overcome topographic obstacles in the dense, hilly and swampy forests. Geometric 
subdivisions give more rapid access to larger parts of the landscape than do subdivisions by round roads, or 
simple squares. Combined with the numbered stone posts, this system made communication and orientation 
much easier.

The Outstanding Universal Value of the landscape is conveyed by the ideas contained in the master plan 
from c. 1685, covering the relation of the plan to the landscape, and the inclusion of new emblematic 
elements, i.e.; the spatial organisation of forests, roads, numbered stones and stones or buildings that 
functioned as emblematic markers. The emblematic elements comprise;

an area of preserved forest cover (the matrix of the landscape design)
a spatial plan focusing on nature
stars of eight hunting roads circumscribed by roads forming squares
numbered stones
place names reflecting a numerical naming system
emblematic markers, such as stones or castles

Differences in the design of Store Dyrehave and Jægersborg Dyrehave illustrate that the hunting road design 
also took topography and forest density into consideration. Jægersborg Dyrehave was fenced in for the
English par force hunt as early as 1670, but in the master plan from c. 1685 the old hunting park was also 
included. However, the open hunting park with its softly rolling landscape had an open road system, and in 
the forest areas, the roads just formed simple squares. Here as elsewhere, the master plan centered on nature, 
but in 1735-36 a small, emblematic hunting lodge, Eremitageslottet, was added as an amendment of the 
original design. This illustrates the influence of the constant exchange of new European ideas on landscape 
design in the 17-18th centuries.   

3.1.b Criterion under which Inscription is Proposed 
The series of two royal hunting forests, Store Dyrehave and Gribskov, and a hunting park, Jægersborg 
Dyrehave in North Zealand represent a cultural landscape that is proposed to be inscribed under criterion (ii)

ii; The par force hunting landscape in  northern Zealand  is an outstanding example of how the interchange 
of  Baroque values in Europe influenced developments in landscape design in the 17-18th centuries. The
series illustrates a development in design that evolved alongside the landscape’s function during par force 
hunts and in terms of its increasing symbolic significance. In the early phase, the hunt was practised as an 
English free chase (Jægersborg Dyrehave). During the climax phase, it was practised emblematically by 
formalised French standards and required the lay-out of hunting roads, rendez-vous’ and relais’ (Store 
Dyrehave, Gribskov). The late phase is characterised by Baroque design amendments (Jægersborg 
Dyrehave). Cartesian geometry was considered the ultimate expression of God’s – and hence the absolute 
monarch’s – reason, and the development peaked in the 1680s, when Cartesian geometry was applied to 
optimise the function of the landscape and  make it emblematic of the absolute monarch, his reason and 
power to control nature. The system of numbering the star roads and using them as coordinates in Cartesian 
geometry distinguishes this emblematic design from all comparable contemporary designs. The spatial 
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organisation of buildings, forests, hunting roads, emblematic markers, stone posts and stone fences convey 
the ideas behind the design. 

Definitions 
In the description and analysis of the par force hunting landscape in North Zealand, particular terms are used 
to refer to different elements in the road system. To aid in the reading of this document, the use of 
terminology is illustrated in Figure 70, depicting a section of the hunting road system.

Figure 70. Model of the hunting road system. 

What truly sets this landscape apart from other seemingly comparable European landscapes is the central
design with eight numbered, “radiating roads” in the shape of a star circumscribed by four  so-called 
“square” roads that form a square. The angles between the radiating roads and the roads forming the square 
shape are either 90º or 45º. The square roads connect to other systems of the same type by way of
“connecting” roads. The stringent geometrical structure allows, theoretically, for infinite expansion of the 
system.

The square and radiating roads also form smaller, “subordinate squares”. These subordinate squares may be 
further subdivided by smaller, intersecting roads, or rides between the main roads. Where subordinate 
squares contain lakes or deep swamps, further subdivisions have been omitted.

The radiating roads are numbered, and the crosses between radiating roads and square roads are named 
accordingly, e.g. “radiating road no.5” makes up “cross no. 5”. 
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Figure 71. Store Dyrehave. Section of the map of North Zealand from c. 1685 documenting that the entire
hunting landscape was designed and laid out in one process. The square shape and the stone fence of the 
deer park were the basis of the design of the hunting landscape around Frederiksborg Slot in Hillerød. The 
map distinguishes between the roads (reddish lines) and the rides of secondary order, some of which have 
now disappeared. Danish National Archives©
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3.1. c. Statement of integrity
The integrity of the nominated series reflects the fact that the series includes all the requisite attributes of 
Outstanding Universal Value. These attributes surround the cultural landscape’s design, its emblematic 
function as a landscape of absolute power in the 17th-18th centuries, its practical function as a means of 
facilitating the emblematic par force hunt, its development alongside the landscape’s shifting function in the 
exercised type of par force hunt, and in terms of changing European ideas of the absolute rules’ landscape 
design. The attributes of the Outstanding Universal values are:

an area of preserved forest cover (the matrix of the landscape design)
a spatial plan focusing on nature
stars of eight hunting roads circumscribed by roads forming squares 
numbered stones
place names reflecting a numerical name system
emblematic markers, such as stones or castles

In its entirety, the nominated property represents all the crucial attributes of Outstanding Universal Value,
while an individual constituent element may exhibit only some of them. Below, the integrity of the 
constituent elements of the nominated series is assessed by examining to what extent the series includes all 
the above attributes, whether it is of adequate size to ensure their complete representation, and whether it 
suffers from adverse effects of development and/or neglect.

Store Dyrehave and Gribskov 
Originally the hunting landscapes in Gribskov and Store Dyrehave formed a continuum and shared the 
symbolism marked by the presence of Kongestenen and the absence of any design reference to the nearby 
castle of Frederiksborg Slot. Today the two landscapes are separated by the town of Hillerød and are 
therefore nominated as separate elements in a serial nomination. Within their borders these two elements in 
the proposed series exhibit the following attributes of Outstanding Universal Value; 

an area of preserved forest cover, the matrix in the Cartesian geometry of the spatial plan
a spatial plan focusing on nature (and decided by the outline and orientation of Store Dyrehave, 
which is marked by a protected stone fence) 
a spatial plan that features stars of eight hunting roads circumscribed by roads forming squares 
numbered stones and/or 
numerical place names, and 
an emblematic marker (Kongestenen) 

Store Dyrehave and Gribskov thereby preserve a wholeness of spatial (forest and roads), material (stones), 
and immaterial elements, which together comprehensively convey the ideas that inspired the design of this 
absolute, emblematic hunting landscape in North Zealand. 

All the attributes are contained within the borders of the two elements. No adverse effects threaten these 
borders that in the same way as the attributes themselves are protected by a complex combination of forest 
laws and state and local planning. The two elements are protected by buffer zones, and beyond these by local 
planning.
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Map 3.1. Integrity of the par force hunting system 2013 in Store Dyrehave
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Map 3.2. Integrity of the par force hunting system 2013 in Gribskov
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Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn  
Jægersborg Dyrehave was the hunting park of the par force hunting landscape in North Zealand, and its 
spatial plan differs entirely from that of the forests. Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn including 
Eremitageslottet are therefore proposed as a member of the nominated series, because it complements the 
understanding of the development of the spatial organisation and practical and emblematic function of the 
landscape. The situation of a late Baroque hunting lodge, which was added as an emblematic marker as a 
result of new norms for the design of absolute landscapes and a new way of practising the par force hunt, 
illustrates the design’s development. However, the lodge does not in itself constitute an attribute of the 
park’s Outstanding Universal Value. Within its border the hunting park exhibits the following attributes of 
Outstanding Universal Value:

an area of preserved forest cover
a spatial plan focusing on nature
an emblematic marker (Eremitageslottet)

These attributes are contained within the borders of the hunting park and there are no adverse effects that 
would threaten either the borders, or the attributes themselves. This serial element is protected by a complex
combination of forest laws and state and local planning. It is protected by a 300 m buffer zone, and beyond 
that by local planning.

Figure 72. A dam was created when the trajectory of the par force hunting road Kirsebær Allé in Jægersbog 
Dyrehave crossed a swamp. Photo Ida M. Grundahl©
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In summary, the series forms a wholeness of elements that together allows for an understanding of the spatial 
organisation of the royal par force hunting landscape of North Zealand. The series is of adequate size to 
ensure the complete representation of all the crucial attributes, and none of the elements suffer from adverse 
effects of development and/or neglect.

Figure 73. Tovej in Store Dyrehave. Photo Ida M. Grundahl©
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Map 3.3. Integrity of the par force hunting system 2013 Jægersborg

116



THE PAR FORCE HUNTING LANDSCAPE IN NORTH ZEALAND

3.1.d Statement of Authenticity

Figure 74. Section of the map of North Zealand from c. 1685 showing Store Dyrehave and the connecting 
roads to Gribskov as they were planned. Note the distinction between roads and rides or clearings. Note also 
the winding royal roads from the 16th century radiating from Frederiksborg Slot. Map of North Zealand 
c.1685. Danish National Archives©
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Table 3.1.1. List of historic maps analysed.

Map name Form Date Scale Archive Collection

North Zealand Map c. 1685
Danish name: Kort over København, 
Amager og Nordsjælland før 1690

Manuscript c. 
1685

1:34,300 Danish National 
Archives

Kort- og 
Tegningssamlingen. 
Forsvarets 
Bygningstjeneste.  
Southern part: I-1-
11a, northern part:
XIV-1-6

Lake Esrum and surroundings.
Map unnamed

Manuscript 
Detail map

c. 
1695

Not 
known

Danish National 
Archives

Forsvarets arkiver. 
Kort og tegnings 
samlingen. 
Geografiske kort G 
– III 56

Plan des Copenhagener-Friedrichsburger 
und Cronenburger Districts nebst dem 
Hirtzholms Ambte nach Koeniglichen 
Allergnädigsten Befehl (Frederik IV’s 
rytterkort) by Abraham Christian Willars

Print 1720 1:60,000 Danish National 
Archives

Rytterdistriktskort 
(i.e. Regimental 
District 
maps/Cavalry 
Estate Maps)

Den Nord-østlige Fjerdedeel af Siælland 
under det Kongelige Videnskabers 
Societets Direction tegnet i 1768. (The
north-eastern quarter of Zealand mapped 
under the direction of the Royal Academy 
in 1768)

Print 1768 1:120,000 Danish Geodata 
Agency

Videnskabernes 
Selskabs kort 
(i.e.The Royal 
Academy’s concept 
maps)

Geometriske Grund-Tegning over 
Kiøbenhavns Beritt udi Kiøbenhavns Amt 
efter Hands Kongelige Majestæt Frederik 
den Femtes allernaadigste Ordre under 
Hands Excellence Herr Geheime 
Conference Raad og Ober-Jæger-mester 
von Grams Direction er Optaged Beregnet 
Taxeret Beskreven ved de … og til Forst 
Registraturen med Tilbehør afleveret.  
(Hareskovene)

Print by 
Ludv. 
Petersens 
Etabl.

1765 Not known Original and print
in Danish 
National 
Archives

Von Langens kort 
(i.e. Johan Georg 
von Langen’s 
maps)

Geometriske Grund-Tegning over 
Friderichs-Borg Revier udi Friderichs-
Borg Amt efter Hands Kongelige Majestæt 
Konge Frederik den Femtes 
Allernaadigste Ordre under Hands 
Excellence Herr geheime Conference 
Raad og Direktion er Optaget Beregnet og 
Takseret, Beskrevet ved de beordrede 
Forst-Betientere, Jægersborg.
(Gribskov)

Print by 
Ludv. 
Petersens 
Etabl.

1765 Not known Original and print
in Danish 
National 
Archives

Von Langens kort 
(i.e.Johan Georg 
von Langen’s 
maps)
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Map name Form Date Scale Archive Collection

Geometriske Grund-Tegning over Den 
Kongelige Jægersborg Dyre Hauge og de 
dertil Hørende Skove Beligende udenfor 
Rækværket some bestaaaer af Ærmelund 
Ordrops Krat og Springforbie Skoven som 
efter Hands Kongelige Majestæt Kong 
Frederik den Vtes Allernaadigste 
Befalning under Direction af Hans 
Excelence Herr GeheimeConference Raad 
og OberJægerMæster von Gram er 
optaget, i Kort forfattet, beskrevet og 
Forfærdiget paa Jægersborg in Mense 
Aprilis et Marzy 1764.
(Jægersborg Dyrehave)

Print by 
Ludv. 
Petersens 
Etabl.

1764 Not 
known

Original and print 
in Danish 
National 
Archives

Von Langens kort 
(i.e. Johan Georg 
von Langen’s 
maps)

Geometriske Grund-Tegning over 
Friderich Vtus Revier udie Cronborger 
Amt efter Hands Kongelige Majestæt 
Kong Christian VIIdes Aller Naadigste 
Ordre under Hands Excellence Herr 
Geheime-Konference-Raad og Ober 
Jæger-Mester von Grams Direktion. 
Forferdiget af C.D. L
(Stutterivangene, Gribskov)

Print by 
Ludv. 
Petersens 
Etabl.

c. 
1770

Not 
known

Original and print 
in National 
Danish Archives

Von Langens kort 
(i.e. Johan Georg 
von Langen’s 
maps)

Kort 10 (Map 10) Danmarks Topografiske  
Grundkortdatabase. (The Topograhical 
Basemap. Database of Denmark

Orthophoto 
(40x40 cm) 
of road- and 
tracknetwork

2009 1:10,000 Danish Natual 
Environment 
Portal, COWI and 
Danish Geodata 
Agency

”Kort 25-grå” (Map 25-grey) Print 2013 1:30,000
1:150,000

Danish Geodata 
Agency

The Danish digital terrain model Print 2013 1:20,000 Danish Natural 
Environment 
Portal, COWI and 
Danish Geodata
Agency
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Figure 75. Section of Regimental District map of Store Dyrehave in 1720. Here, the clearings are not visible, 
whereas the stone fence around the park is marked. This confirms that this stone fence is older than the stone 
fences made in connection with the forest reforms of the end of the 18th century. Danish National Archives©

The Nara Document on Authenticity states that the credibility of information sources used to assess the 
authenticity of a cultural heritage is crucial. In the case of North Zealand, with its history as a royal estate 
that later became state-owned, the development of the cultural landscape is well documented in many 
information sources of high credibility. The most important of these sources are archaeological finds, 
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historical maps, historical architectural drawings and plans, historical pictures, accounts, appendices,
descriptions, historical management plans, and in the case of buildings, to a certain extent the buildings
themselves. Examples of all these sources exist and have been used to assess the authenticity of the proposed 
attributes of Outstanding Universal Value in the par force hunting landscape.

Figure 76. Section of J.G.von Langens map (map number 4 in Table 3.1.2) from 1765 showing Store 
Dyrehave. It includes details necessary for the forest reforms, but is largely inaccurate in its presentation of 
the hunting roads. The Danish Royal Library©

An analysis of the available historical maps is fundamental to an assessment of whether the extant road 
traces are authentic and original, and, to certain extent whether the system has maintained a high level of 
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integrity. All the relevant maps from the par force hunting period, that is, maps dated between 1670 and 1777 
that could be recovered, have therefore been carefully analysed, and compared to present maps (Table 3.1.2).
The analysis is based on a digitalisation of the par force hunting road network as it appears on the historic 
maps. The ensuing digitalised system was subsequently transferred to the current road network to ensure the 
identification of individual roads. The authenticity of individual stretches of roads has been evaluated by 
tracing the roads over time in the map series, and dubious road traces, i.e. traces of roads that may only have 
appeared on a single map, or, that have an odd trajectory, have been omitted. The geographical location of 
the trajectories of the hunting roads is therefore very well documented.

Historical maps may, however, have different levels of credibility. Historically, accurate measuring 
techniques have not been available, as evidenced by the maps’ relative level of precision. The printing 
process introduces inaccuracies, and the condition of the paper on which the maps are printed, may have 
changed over time as a result of handling and/or humidity. The maps have degenerated in terms of 
dimensional stability. The maps have therefore been compared and analysed to ascertain the best possible 
evaluation of the authenticity of the hunting road system. The maps were evaluated to identify those that 
should carry most weight in the representation of the par force hunting roads, see Table 3.1.2 and below.  

Table 3.1.2. Evaluation of the reliability of the historic maps.

Dimensional 
stability

Road 
network

Level of detail Reliability

1: North Zealand Map, c. 1685 ** ** ** 6

2: Regimental District Map/Cavalry Estate 
Map (Rytterdistriktskort), 1720

** ** * 5

3: The Royal Academy’s Concept Map 
(Videnskabernes Selskabs Kort), 1768

*** *** * 7

4: Von Langen’s map, 1764-70 * * ** 4

“Dimensional stability” refers to the quality of the map’s geo-referencing and geographical orientation. “Road network” is a 
measure of the extent to which the roads are correctly placed in relation to one another, and whether they are modified to appear 
straighter than they actually are. “Level of detail” measures how much one can zoom in on the map and still be able to see roads 
and other markers clearly. * = Poor, ** = OK, *** = Good, i.e. the higher the score, the higher the reliability of the map.  

1: In the North Zealand Map from c. 1685, the focus is on the routing of the roads, but geo-referencing of the 
map is not good. 

2: The Regimental District Maps are general maps depicting the location of the soldier’s lodges; this is the 
sole reason for the generation of the maps, which furthermore show buildings at landscape level, and the 
forest areas. The road network is fairly accurately depicted.   

3: The geo-referencing of The Royal Academy’s Concept Map is good, but the roads are not well presented. 
Particular problems pertain to the open areas.  
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4: When measurements were taken for von Langen’s forestry maps, roads were not given the highest 
priority. As representations of the forests’ appearance and utilisation, these maps have previously been 
considered highly valuable, but the depiction of roads that most likely never existed, and the inaccurate 
placement of other roads, are consistent with the fact that it was the forest stands and their division into 
annual cuttings that was in focus rather than the road network.

The analysis shows that the map from c. 1685 representing the spatial plan of the entire par force hunting 
landscape in North Zealand, has a high level of reliability. Spatial structures in this map, which reccur in the 
most reliable of the more recent maps in the series, and that can still be recognised in the landscape, may in 
other words be considered authentic.

Forest cover (and in Store Dyrehave also forest outline) is an attribute of Outstanding Universal Value 
because it makes up the matrix in the spatial plan. The authenticity of forest cover is therefore considered 
crucial, while that of the forests’ composition is not. It may, however, be mentioned that by the end of the 
17th century, the forests in North Zealand consisted of open stands of  broadleaved species, predominantly 
oak and beech, and the tree stands were of mixed age and composition. Domestic animals influenced the 
forests composition and helped keep it open. All this changed with the introduction of organised silviculture 
from the end the 18th century. New tree species, generally conifers, were introduced and grown in mono 
cultural stands of equal age, and domestic animals were prohibited. Today, the forests therefore consist of a 
mixture of indigenous broad-leaved species and foreign species, mostly coniferous. However this has no 
bearing on the spatial plan.

Likewise, it is the trajectories of the hunting roads that are crucial to the authenticity of the spatial plan, not 
the surface material of the roads or tracks. This is important to note, because although the roads have been 
preserved by continuous use for the last 300 years, the surface materials in use now are not the same as the 
original materials. The original proportions of the spatial plan are, however, crucial in evidencing its 
authenticity. If, for example, an original hunting road has been replaced by a six lane motorway, authenticity 
is no longer preserved.

The authenticity of the road tracks has further been determined by comparing the historical maps with 
orthophotographs, and, to a lesser extent, by obtaining information from local foresters. In Jægersborg Deer 
Park the analysis has been supplemented by a field study to assess the presence or absence of roads and 
clearings.

As for the buildings, the most important factor in the spatial analysis is their situation. One element of the 
buildings’ authenticity is their 300-400 years’ history. Constant maintenance is necessary if a building is to
survive and still be habitable over such a long period, and the varying tastes of different epochs will 
inevitably be visible in any old building. However, if the development history of the building can be 
documented, its authenticity is also secured, and this is the case with the emblematic Eremitageslottet in the 
nominated property. It has been maintained and preserved, and preserves its crucial original location, form 
and design, basic building materials, and even use and function.

Below it is assessed to what extent the attributes of the Outstanding Universal Values of the different 
elements of the proposed series may be considered authentic. For the sake of clarity, Store Dyrehave and 
Gribskov are here treated separately.
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Figure 77. Section of the Royal Academy’s Concept Map from 1768 showing that the clearings in the forest 
were retained, and that the royal road from Copenhagen, Københavnsvej, had never been straightened out 
as had originally been planned. Danish National Archives©
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Assessing the authenticity of the nominated series 

Store Dyrehave 
The analysis of the historical maps shows that the park retains its original square outline and maps and other
credible information sources confirm that the outer stone fence marking this outline is original. In the 
swampy areas where the original fence was wooden (Weismann 1929), there is nowadays no fence. The 
authenticity has thus not been hampered by any addition of newer fences. The crucial attributes of the outline 
of the park (and its fence) are thus assessed as being fully authentic.

Figure 78. An original numbered stone post from the Kongestjernen in Store Dyrehave. Photo Ida M.
Grundahl©

According to the map of North Zealand from c. 1685 it was the intention that the slightly winding trajectory
of the 16th century royal road from Copenhagen to Frederiksborg Slot be straightened to match the straight 
hunting roads. The historical map analysis shows, however, that this plan was never brought to fruition, and 
the original royal road was thus preserved. Today the road is paved and has been widened to serve its 
contemporary purpose as a main road between the capital and the town of Hillerød. However, the
proportions are not disturbed to the extent that they would destroy the impression of the road in the forest, 
and the crucial attribute of the spatial plan is the trajectory of the road, which is authentic.
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The hunting road system in Store Dyrehave was planned with a mixture of hunting roads and clearings. The 
map analysis confirms the existence of both roads and clearings until at least 1768, the date of The Royal 
Academy’s map. Original forest planning maps from 1823, which have not been included in the above map 
analysis, show that by 1823 the clearings were still preserved (Manuscript maps of the forests of 
Frederiksborg Forest District, Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry Archives). Today, traces of some 
clearings remain in the southern part of the forest, but most of the clearings have disappeared. However, the 
map analysis shows that the design of the remaining road system is authentic, and it agrees perfectly with the 
original spatial plan.

Figure 79. The similarity between the monogram of Christian V as it appears in Johan Täntzer’s book from 
1686 and that on Kongestenen, supports the authenticity of the stone. Danish Museum of Hunting and 
Forestry©

Store Dyrehave was originally an open grazing forest of broadleaved tree species. With the forest reforms of 
the late 18th century, however, foreign coniferous species were introduced, and today the forest is a mixture 
of broadleaved and coniferous species. The crucial forest cover remains authentic, even though its character 
and composition have changed.

Kongestenen and the road number stone posts did not feature in the historical maps, and archaeological 
evidence is missing, but the perfect match between the road names and the numbers on the stone posts is a 
strong indicator of the authenticity of the stones and their location. The style of the initials on the stone posts 
is in full accordance with the period, and with the king’s monogram. The initials have at times been painted, 
but it is unknown whether they were originally painted.
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The similarity between the king’s monogram on Kongestenen and those recorded in many contemporaneous 
sources, e.g., the books of Johan Täntzer (1682-1689) supports the authenticity of the stone, as does the 
closed crown of an absolute monarch appearing above the monogram, which closely resembles a 
contemporaneous brand stamped on the horses of the royal studs. The available sources thereby strongly 
indicate that the preserved stones are authentic and placed in their original authentic locations. Kongestenen 
may originally have been placed on a larger mound, of which only the 2.5 by 2.5 m large base framed with 
rough boulders remains today. While the situation of the stone is considered to be authentic, the base is not. 
All the stones are carefully protected by the forest’s cultural preservation programmes.   

Figure 80. A horse from the royal studs at Frederiksborg Slot branded with the king’s crown. The horse was 
mounted in 1689 to commemorate a legendary race. Light, spotted horses in particular were bred for at 
Frederiksborg during the reign of Christian V (Nielsen 1995). Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry© 

The key to understanding the practical function of the landscape during a hunt is the numbering system. It is 
therefore of utmost importance that in Store Dyrehave, 12 of the original 16 numbered stone posts and all the 
road number names have been preserved. Only one of the cross-names (Tokors or probably Toled) is missing 
and may never have existed, while two hills, Tobakke and Trebakke, are named according to their position in 
the landscape. The preserved names and stone posts fully convey the original practical function of the spatial 
organisation in the forest. The preserved names also prove that Københavnsvej retained its special purpose as 
a fenced in royal road, as the crosses between this road and the hunting roads are named Et-led and Tre-led, 
meaning One-gate and Three-gate.

In summary, all of the attributes important to an understanding of the Outstanding Universal Value of the par 
force hunting landscape of Store Dyrehave are considered to be authentic.

Figure 81. Femvejskorset in Gribskov. Photo collage Ida M. Grundahl©
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Gribskov   
The historical map analysis shows that only very few stretches of the road system planned and made after c. 
1685 have been lost and that the present road trajectories and the northern preserved part of the royal road to 
Frederiksborg Slot are authentic. Some roads have been paved with asphalt, but the crucial attribute is the 
authentic trajectory of the roads and their proportions. 

The crucial attribute of forest cover is intact, while its character and species composition have changed from 
an open grazing forest of broadleaved species in a silvicultural combination of broadleaved and coniferous 
species.

No preserved numbered stone posts have been recovered in Gribskov, but the preserved numerical names of 
Femvejskorset and Ottevejskorset show that a anticlockwise numerical naming system based on the central 
radiating road star in Gribskov was in use. The first road (Etvej) in this system connected Gribskov to the 
royal road from Fredriksborg to Kronborg. This in itself is considered strong evidence of the authenticity of 
the preserved numerical names.

The absence of stone posts and names does, to some extent, affect the authenticity of the landscape, but 
nevertheless Gribskov does retain a wholeness of original spatial (forest and roads) and immaterial (names) 
elements, which, together elucidates and complements the entire spatial plan of the hunting landscape in the 
forests around the royal castle of Frederiksborg Slot.

Figure 82. Autumn in Gribskov. The beech is indigenous to Denmark, and the aspect of the forest is rather 
open, but the tall, straight stems reveal that the trees were cultivated. Photo Ida M. Grundahl©
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Figure 83. Approximately 1,200 fallow deer thrive in the Gribskov area, and 1,700 in Jægersborg Dyrehave.
Photo Ib Welling ©

Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn  
The historical map analysis shows that Jægersborg Dyrehave, which is today divided by an internal fence 
into Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn, has retained its original area and perimeter almost in its 
entirety. Originally, the park was fenced in by a ditch and a dike with a wooden fence on top, but as early as 
the 1690s this was replaced by a stronger wooden fence (Weismann 1929). Although the fence, which has no 
bearing on the crucial attributes of the park, has been replaced several times during the last three centuries,
the perimeter is authentic. 

According to reliable historical sources the present Jægersborg Dyrehave was always managed as a deer 
park, and the historical map analysis shows that the crucial general forest distribution is authentic. 
Jægersborg Hegn was allocated for silvicultural purposes in 1832, and silviculture was also introduced in the 
forested areas of the deer park proper. The character and species composition of the forest cover therefore 
changed.

In 1685, the new hunting road system was planned as an irregular, open system with squares in the denser 
forest areas, but map analyses and field studies indicate that some of the planned tracks may never have been 
realized. However, enough tracks remains that can be verified to show that the system in the park was 
completely different to that in the forests further north. The map analyses also show that it is the addition of 
two more recent roads to Eremitageslottet that now creates the illusion of a spatial plan centering on the 
castle. However, the remains of the authentic original roads are sufficient to give an understanding of the 
original plan.
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Figure 84. View from Eremitageslottet past the pond of the former village of Stokkerup. The fields associated 
with the former village constitute the open rolling landscape of Jægersborg Dyrehave. The road is the recent
Kongensvej towards Fortunen. Photo Ib Welling©

The historical map analysis shows that the park was planned without the concept of a centre and that 
Eremitageslottet was a new addition to the park. In relation to the 1685 map, the castle is therefore not 
authentic, but its situation in the park is authentic, and it is an important key to the historical development of 
the ideas on landscape design in the period. 

Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn can therefore be said to preserve enough the authentic crucial 
attributes of the park’s Outstanding Universal Value. The attributes allow for an understanding of this  
hunting park’s history and role in the par force hunting landscape of North Zealand in the 17-18th centuries.

In summary, the nominated series constitutes a wholeness of authentic elements, which together allow for an 
understanding of the spatial organisation of the entire royal par force hunting landscape of North Zealand. 
The series is of adequate size to ensure the satisfactory representation of all of the crucial attributes of 
Outstanding Universal Value, and none of these is subject to adverse effects due to development and/or 
neglect.
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3.1.e Protection and Management Requirements

Protection 
Most of the nominated property is owned by the state and several legislative documents protect the property. 
The documents encompass Danish national laws and enactments, e. g., The Danish Forest Act, The Nature 
Protection Act, The Planning Act, The Civil List Act, The Building Preservation Act, The Museum Act, 
Consolidating Act on designation and administration of international nature conservation sites and the
protection of certain species. Regional plans and agreements include, e.g., Municipal plans for Hillerød, 
Fredensborg, Allerød, Rudersdal, Lyngby-Taarbæk and Gentofte. There are also local plans for the 
nominated property and the surrounding buffer zones. The documents protect the nominated property from 
being destroyed, abolished or significantly altered.

The Forest Act protects the forests of Store Dyrehave, Gribskov and Jægersborg Hegn and Dyrehave from 
felling, thinning or being in other ways altered in appearance to such an extent that the experience of visiting 
the par force hunting roads with their tracks and clearings would be compromised. The forest’s perimeter is 
protected from high-rise building developments, which could compromise the serenity of the experience of 
entering the forest or obstruct views and sightlines from within the forest. The forest habitat is protected to 
the benefit of the resident wildlife and to ensure that the tree cover remains intact.

Figure  85. The wildlife, the forest, the plains and the royal hunting lodge are all protected by national laws 
and managed by the state. Photo Peter Lassen©

The stone fence surrounding Store Dyrehave, the emblematic marker of Kongestenen and the numbered 
stones, as well as other ancient monuments, are protected by the Museum Act and afforded a ‘protection 
zone’ by the Nature Protection Act. The range of protection measures ensure that the monuments are not 
damaged or destroyed, and that they are managed in such a way as to keep them readily visible.
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The Forest Act also ensures that the hunting roads are managed according to Forest Management plans 
which ensure regular and adequate maintenance. Maintenance includes the clearing of vegetation along the 
roads, to protect the roads from becoming overgrown.

The roads outside the forests are protected by the Planning Act and by municipal and local plans, which 
together ensure that the roads are maintained, and that building developments are not allowed to obstruct the 
visual appearance of the road system.

The landscape pertaining to the nominated property and its surroundings is protected from urban sprawl by 
the Planning Act and by municipal and local plans, which together ensure that open areas of important 
cultural value are protected from new building developments, roads or other infrastructural plants such as 
wind turbines.

The open landscape in Jægersborg Dyrehave is protected by the Forest Management plan, which ensures that 
the planting of new trees is conducted in such a way as to accentuate the sightlines from the castle to the 
easterly and westerly directions. The 2,000 browsing deer in the park also help to keep the landscape open.

Eremitageslottet is protected by the Building Preservation Act which holds the owner responsible for the 
maintenance of the buildings.

Management 
Nearly all of the nominated property is owned and managed by the state with most of the management duties 
and responsibilities befalling the Nature Agency and the Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties, while 
the surrounding municipalities are responsible for the buffer zones. A steering committee representing all 
stakeholders coordinates the management and the cooperation on dissemination of knowledge about the 
landscape. The committee is chaired by The Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry. 

Figure 86. The management system of the par force hunting landscape in North Zealand.
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Long term strategy to deal with threats and challenges 
The primary threat to the nominated property is infrastructural and urban development. The primary threat to 
the hunting road system itself is inadequate maintenance. Ancient monuments and buildings would also 
become vulnerable to the effects of weathering without proper maintenance. As already mentioned, the 
protection and management of the property renders the realization of these threats highly improbable.

Road maintenance involves repairing the road surface and removing, pruning or replanting vegetation along 
the sides of the roads. Proper maintenance of the stones in Store Dyrehave requires repainting of the 
numbered stones and the provision of cover for Kongestenen during the winter. Roads and monuments are 
maintained according to Forest Management plans, which remain in effect for 15 years at a time.

Building maintenance involves the securing of roofs, bays and facades as well as the continued monitoring to 
check for internal and external damage. Operation and Maintenance plans outline management procedures 
for 10 years at a time.

The Danish Nature Agency and the Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties further ensure appropriate 
presentation and promotion of the par force hunting landscape, in order to maintain the public’s interest in 
experiencing and preserving this unique landscape.

Figure 87. Teaching anatomy for real. Danish Museum of Hunting and  Forestry©
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3.2 Comparative Analysis

Introduction 
To date no European cultural landscape has been included in the World Heritage List of Cultural Landscapes 
for its attributes as an intentionally planned and created hunting landscape (UNESCO-ICOMOS 
Documentation Centre 2011). The frameworks for future additions to the list developed in 2005 allow for 
this type of landscape to be listed only under category 18.a Parks and gardens, a subdivision of the much 
applied Subtheme Creative responses and continuity of the Thematic framework (Jokilehto et al. 2005). 
However, the action plan also states that many cultural landscapes may contain elements that may refer to 
different themes, that new subthemes for cultural landscapes might still be developed, and that the number of 
cultural landscapes in the list might grow (Jokilehto et al. 2005). It is suggested that intentionally planned 
hunting landscapes have been widely neglected in landscape research and may become a future subtheme of 
cultural landscapes, when more research and more proposals for the World Heritage List are available.

As absolutism developed in Europe in the 16 -18th centuries, the absolute monarchs became perceived as 
God’s representatives on Earth, and expressed their divine right to rule absolutely in courtly ceremonies, 
including hunts, art and architecture, and their ability to control nature in garden, park, and landscape design. 
The Baroque period has left a rich cultural heritage, and was of great significance in the development of 
European garden and park design, about which there is ample literature. However, until recently absolute 
hunting landscapes have rarely been studied, despite the fact that they often form direct continuations of 
parks and gardens. There is also lack of understanding of the impact of the landscapes’ function on their 
design.

Figure 88. While the emblematic value of the chasse á force de chien (the par force hunt) grew in Europe 
over at least 500 years, the development of emblematic hunting landscapes peaked in the late 17th and early 
18th centuries. Illustration from a copy of Le livre du Roi Modus et de la Reine Ratio from the early 15th

century. Thott 415, 2º.The Royal Library, Copenhagen©
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European hunting landscapes of the princely hunts of the Baroque were deliberately designed to be 
emblematic of power. As such, they became widespread in the states ruled by absolute monarchs, and many 
are preserved, although not all to the same standard. Hunting landscapes provide an important clue in order 
to understand the power, the absolute rulers possessed, and their emblematic role in society. Due to the 
sparse literature on the subject, a survey of the occurrence of these landscapes was undertaken as part of the 
comparative analysis, and a list was made of 48 preserved emblematic hunting landscapes designed in the 
period from 1648 to 1806. The survey and comparison are based on the currently accessible information 
about the compared landscapes, rather than on new research in the respective national archives. 

It is suggested that the nomination of the proposed par force hunting landscape, which is an outstanding 
example of the development and interchange of ideas on landscape design in Europe during the Baroque 
period, may also inspire future research.

Figure 89. La curée, rewarding of the hounds. From a copy of Le livre du Roi Modus et de la Reine Ratio 
from c. 1400. Thott 415, 2º. The Royal Library Copenhagen©

Historical period 
This proposal for nomination to UNESCO’s World Heritage List concerns a European cultural landscape of 
power created by an absolute monarch in the late 17th century. Absolutism is the basic tenet of the 
comparative analysis, whose aim is to justify the proposal. In some countries in the 16-18th centuries, the 
concept of absolutism was written into the constitution, as was the case in Denmark in 1665. However, in 
other countries, like France, this did not occur, and no singular, clear definition of the European, God-given 
absolute rule exists (Mentz 2010). Neither are there any clear-cut divisions between the Renaissance, 
Baroque/Rococo, and Enlightenment periods (Friedell 2000). Moreover, hunting par force (chasse à courre, 
the chase) was already established as a noble hunt in the 11th century, and it is still being performed in 
several countries all over the world. It is, therefore, necessary to arbitrarily delimit the period of the analysis, 
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whose aim is to compare cultural hunting landscapes designed to be emblematic of absolute European 
monarchs of the Baroque. 

The period, which begins at the end of the Thirty Years’ War in 1648 and concludes with the break-down of 
the Holy Roman Empire in 1806, is proposed for three main reasons. During this period:

strong, central, absolute rules were established and flourished in many European states
the par force hunt and its landscapes became emblematic of absolute rulers all over Europe 
the Baroque flourished 

As a consequence of the Enlightenment, the French revolution, the breakdown of the Holy Roman Empire, 
and revolutions or reforms in many European countries, including Denmark, over time hunting par force 
completely lost its absolute, emblematic function. The analysis focuses, therefore, solely on the emblematic 
European par force hunting landscapes planned by absolute monarchs between 1648 and 1806.

Figure 90. Europe as defined in the present survey. 
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Geographical scope of the survey 
The present proposal comprises a series of two former royal hunting forests and a hunting park in North 
Zealand, Denmark, which is proposed to be inscribed under criterion (ii) of Paragraph 777 of the Operational 
Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention (2008) as an outstanding example of 
the important development and interchange within Europe of Baroque ideas on landscape design in the 17-
18th centuries. Therefore, the geographical scope of the survey is Europe. However, as Europe today differs 
greatly from Europe in the period 1648-1806, a closer definition of the geographical scope is needed. 

From 1648 to 1795, present day Germany consisted of c. 350 states, united within the Holy Roman Empire,
and the borders of many countries, including Denmark, Great-Britain, Italy, Poland and Sweden were in a 
state of flux. For practical reasons, the European states are therefore treated according to their present 
definitions.

The eastern border of Europe is defined by the Ural Mountain range. Today, Europe is comprised of 51
states. The history of the easternmost states generally deviates much from that of the rest of Europe. 
Seventeen of the 51 states were under Osman or even Persian rule in the chosen period. They belonged to a 
completely different cultural realm and are excluded from the survey. These states are: Albania, Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Georgia, Greece, Kazakhstan, Kosovo, Croatia (also 
under Austrian and Venetian rule), Macedonia, Moldovia, Montenegro, Rumania, Serbia and Slovenia. 

Fifteen European states were not independent from 1648 through to 1806. They are treated as part of the 
states to which they belonged at the time. These states are: Iceland, The Faroe Islands, and Norway (Danish 
rule); Finland (Swedish rule); Luxembourg and Monaco (French rule); Ireland (English rule); The Czech 
Republic and Slovakia (Austrian and Prussian rule); Hungary (Austrian rule); Estonia, Lithuania, and Latvia 
(Swedish and Russian rule); Ukraine and Belarus (Polish and Russian rule). 

There are six small states whose history for various reasons precludes their inclusion in the present 
comparison. They are Andorra (sovereignty during the chosen period shared between France and the Bishop 
of Urcell, de facto independent democratic rule), Lichtenstein (principality with shifting rulers up to 1799; 
independent state from 1806),  Malta (belonged to the Knights of Malta until 1798, under French sovereignty 
up to 1800 and under British from 1814), San Marino (republic since 1569), Switzerland (independent union 
of republics since 1648), and the Vatican (papal city-state since 1929).

In sum, 13 European states remain to be included in the comparison. They are: Austria, Belgium, Denmark, 
France, Germany, Great Britain, The Netherlands, Italy, Poland, Portugal, Russia, Spain, and Sweden.

For practical reasons, the 16 Bundesländer (states) of Germany are treated as independent states. The present 
borders of the Bundesländer do not match the historical borders of former German states, and therefore some 
Bundesländer have been treated as part of others in the survey. They are: Rheinland-Pfalz and Saarland 
(treated under Hesse). Berlin and Brandenburg are treated as one unit, and the cities of Bremen and Hamburg 
are not included. A total of 22 European states and Bundesländer have been surveyed in this comparison.
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The hunt 
The par force hunt is an extravagant derivative of the ancient chase, in which mounted hunters with hounds 
ran down one single animal, preferably a male red deer or wild boar. As a chase was used emblematically in
the Bayeux tapestry, the hunt and the feudal hunting rights of central and northern Europe must have been
quite familiar in England and France as early as around the year 1070 (Baagøe 2009). However, the 
development in England differed from that on the continent. The many parks erected by the English nobility 
from the Middle Ages were also hunting parks. Normally, however, the chase would take place outside the 
parks (Richardson 2007), and even if the English were considered experts in hunting, and later became 
famous for their fox hunting, formalised landscapes for the par force hunt were apparently never laid out in 
Great Britain (pers.comm. Emma Griffin). Moreover, no English king ever succeeded in introducing absolute 
rule (Starkey 2007). For these reasons, Great Britain has been excluded from the comparison. The free chase, 
the English type of hunt, was the first to be introduced to Denmark, in 1670. 

The earliest description of the par force hunt appeared in Le livre du Roi Modus et de la Reine Ratio around 
1370 (Thoss & Haehn 1989). Here, the chasse du cerf á force de chien was defined as the finest hunt of the 
rich and noble. By the 16th century, access to European game and hunting grounds had become so restricted 
that in France, King Francois I might use the hunt to demonstrate his power, chasing the greatest stags till the 
bitter end in a valorous duel between man and beast (Chatenet 2007). As early as the 16th century, the first 
star-shaped radiating hunting roads allowed hunters to follow the course of deer and hounds without having 
to ride into the shrubbery. The climax of a par force hunt was the king’s demonstration of courage and 
strength during the kill, and the crossings of the radiating roads also provided perfect arenas to witness the 
king’s bravery (Buridant 2007).

Figure 91. A forest is fenced in for what may be a German Hauptjagd. Täntzer1686. Danish Museum of 
Hunting and Forestry©

By the end of the Thirty Years’ War, the scene was set to literally turn this “chasse à courre” into a “chasse 
de cour” (Laporte 2004a). In Scandinavia and the German speaking countries the hunt became known under 
the name of Parforcejagd, and from the end of the 17th and through the 18th, centuries, more and more 
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absolute rulers in Europe introduced the extravagant hunt and designed their hunting landscapes to facilitate 
it. Economically and ecologically, there was a serious deficit in the relationship between input and output, 
but for the absolute rulers this deficit was amply outweighed by the social impact. 

The German Hauptjagd which also became emblematic of absolute European rulers in the 16-18th centuries 
differed fundamentally from the par force hunt. In a Hauptjagd all game from very large areas was driven 
together over several days and eventually released into a killing arena to be shot dead by the princely party. 
A German hunt required more transportation of heavy hunting gear and personnel than a par force hunt, and 
hunting roads were made to facilitate their transportation by wagon. The often straight, parallel roads were 
usually based on a line along the straightest side of the forest, and crossed by perpendicular straight roads, 
resulting in a design of squares. 

However, star-shaped road systems were also designed for the Hauptjagd. The first, dating from before 1560, 
seems to be a star of eight numbered roads laid out for boar hunting in the Dresdner Heide in Saxony 
(Gebauer 1904). This seems to have inspired the design in North Zealand a century later. 

German hunts also took place in France, but were much less popular with the kings than the par force hunt.
As were other types of hunts with hounds. Thus, Hluszko (2009) reports that, in 1775-1788, Louis XVI 
hunted on average at least 180 days a year, but the “hourailleries” (hunts with hourets, i.e. smaller dogs) 
made up only 1% of the hunts, while the par force hunt (chasse à courre de cerf) made up 40% .

Figure 92. Kongestjernen in Store Dyrehave, centre of the par force hunting landscape at Frederiksborg Slot 
in North Zealand. Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry©
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The landscape 
Less hilly landscapes allowed for easier planning of both par force hunt and Hauptjagd systems. In 17th

century Europe forested areas with rich soil had often been cleared. The European hunting landscapes so 
emblematic of power were ironically often developed in flat, poor areas dense with heather or shrubbery.  

In a German hunt, the location of the killing area was known in advance, and permanent structures might be 
installed. Therefore, central buildings are often found in a landscape primarily used for the Hauptjagd. The 
16th century star in Dresden centered on an enclosure for wild boar. Later, however, octagonal hunting 
pavilions or castles became fashionable, and in many of the emblematic German hunting landscapes 
developed in the 18th century, the spatial plan centered on a castle. This is the design trend followed in 
Jægersborg Dyrehave, when Eremitageslottet was built in 1735-36.

Figure 93. The terrain in Jægerborg Dyrehave and Jægerborg Hegn is similar to many other European 
landscapes where par force hunt has been excersised, but very different from that of the hunting forests 
further north in North Zeland. Photo Søren Agerlund©

A landscape designed for the par force hunt, which might reach its climax anywhere in the forest, did not 
allow for permanent structures at the centres of the stars and in North Zealand it was nature, not the situation 
of the royal castle of Frederiksborg Slot that was the determining factor in the design of the road system in 
the two hunting forests.

Despite of their common function, even the design of the absolute par force hunting landscapes differed 
significantly. In France, from 1679, the radiating roads were normally interconnected by so called “round” 
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roads to allow for a swift flow of traffic between the centre and the periphery. The best relais point could 
more easily be decided upon, allowing reserves to be brought quickly to the spot where they were needed, 
and for spectators to position themselves at the place where the hunted animal was to be killed (Buridant 
2007). The “round” roads usually formed octagons, making the French star road structure resemble a spider’s 
web. This design was similar to the one Täntzer recommended as the best for a German hunt (Täntzer 1682). 
The road system eased the progressive encircling of the game, and the transportation of the heavy nets and 
other gear from the periphery of the forest towards its centre and the killing arena. This road system became 
widespread in the German states, and the French architect Le Nôtre was often credited for its design 
(see, for example, Pappenheim 1939). 

Though this comparison focuses on the specific characteristics of the hunting road systems it should be noted 
that the simple straight roads forming a multitude of irregular or quadrilateral patterns were common not 
only in the German states, but in all countries, where emblematic hunting landscapes were created, including 
France.

What makes the emblematic landscape design in North Zealand stand out is that it did not include concentric 
“round” roads. Instead, it did something quite new and unusual in Europe by applying Cartesian geometry to 
the design: a central star of radiating roads crossing each other at angles of 45o was circumscribed by a 
square of interconnecting roads meticulously designed with four of the radiating roads forming the diagonals 
of the square. Up until then, this kind of design pertained only to gardens.Applying it to an entire hunting 
landscape was something quite novel and in perfect accordance with the Baroque concept of mathematics, 
especially the new Cartesian geometry as the highest expression of God’s (and hence the absolute 
monarch’s) reason.

For a par force hunt the geometric design offered several practical advantages over the purely radiating, 
octagonal, or purely square road systems: 

the Cartesian geometry allowed for easy, orderly and consistent subdivision of the forest into smaller 
triangular sections, which helped survey the forest,
the combination of “square” and radiating roads provided swift access to any point in much larger 
areas than the concentric octagonal or purely square design, 
all crossings in the road system could effectively be used as relais during the hunt,  

the use of a consistent numbering system instead of complicated road names eased communication 
during the hunt
knowledge of the geometric principle of the design allowed any hunter, even a complete stranger,
e.g., a foreign diplomat, to easily orientate himself in the forest.

The innovative application of the new Cartesian geometry in the landscape’s design is here proposed as an 
outstanding example of the interchange of Baroque values within Europe on developments in landscape 
design in the 17-18th centuries. However, not all parts of the hunting landscape in North Zealand were 
designed for the par force hunt, and not all are equally well preserved. A comparative analysis of the 
elements in the landscape has therefore been performed  in order to select a series of elements, which as a 
whole comprise all the crucial attributes of  Outstanding Universal Value  of the landscape’ s design. The 
internal comparative analysis is presented below. The proposed elements of the series are subsequently 
compared to comparable par force hunting landscapes elsewhere in Europe.
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Figure 94. Johan Täntzer’s illustration of the design principle of the new par force hunting landscape in 
North Zealand (Täntzer 1689).The illustration is not true to reality in that it employs rectangles instead of 
squares. Täntzer’s books were read throughout Europe and his drawings may have inspired the design of 
more recent landscapes. Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry©

Comparative Analysis of Elements in the Par Force Hunting Landscape of North Zealand
The nominated property is part of a royal hunting estate, which comprised almost the entire peninsula of 
North Zealand and developed over several centuries before it was designed as a landscape of power 
emblematic of an absolute monarch in the Baroque. The landscape became state-owned after 1849, and since 
then, especially during the last 75 years, it has been heavily impacted upon by the urban sprawl of the 
capital, and the steady expansion of its suburban areas. A comparative analysis of the constituent elements of 
the hunting landscape enables a selection of the features that most comprehensively elucidate the landscape’s 
remarkable design, and its development during the Baroque period as a result of the exchange of European 
ideas of absolutism.
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The comparative analysis concerns the landscape elements included in a master plan from c. 1685 which 
comprised only the central parts of the royal estate: the forests surrounding the royal castle of Frederiksborg 
Slot in Hillerød, and those closest to the castle of Jægersborg Slot, which hosted the royal hunt. The former 
royal hunting estate also illustrates how the design was adapted to differences in the landscape’s topography 
and forest density, and how it developed its function during the par force hunting period with the 
increasingly symbolic significance of landscape design. Therefore, the nominated series exemplifies a 
development across three distinct periods. Beginning with an early period – before c. 1685 – when the hunt 
was practised as a free chase by English standards in an open, flat park. In the climax phase, formalised 
French standards of symbolism were employed, and the hunt took place in larger, but also more hilly and 
swampy forest areas. During the late phase, the original landscape plan was amended with buildings and 
gardens to better fulfil the now well-established demands of a Baroque landscape design emblematic of an 
absolute European monarch.

Figure 95. Irregular road systems laid out for both the German and the par force hunt around Darmstadt by the 
Margrave of Hessen in the early 18th century. The landscape was included in the comparison because it preserves 
enough of its original forest cover and road structure to convey the idea of the design, and because it encompasses road 
stars. Many preserved French par force hunting landscapes are equally irregular. Hessisches Staatsarchiv Darmstadt 
396/2/1383©

The concept of spatial organisation is a defining feature of any cultural landscape planned and shaped 
intentionally by man. In the case of hunting landscapes, the matrix of this spatial organisation is the 
forest/natural vegetation, while the structure consists of hunting roads, buildings and other material elements 
conveying the design idea of the plan. In the 16th century, a star of eight radiating roads crossing each other 
at a central place at angles of approximately 45o became the defining element of a hunting landscape 
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emblematic of an absolute European ruler. The nominated property must therefore comprise this defining 
element.

Figure 96.Dronninggaard at Furesøen was built for Queen Sophie Amalie, who is depicted hunting with the 
royal consort, Frederik II, who introduced Danish absolute rule in 1660. Gavnø Slot Inv. no. 232. 
GavnøFonden© 

It is here proposed that the application of Cartesian geometry to optimise the design of the hunting landscape 
both practically (to overcome topographic obstacles and ease communication during the hunt) and 
emblematically (as an expression of the absolute king, his reason and power to control Nature) is an 
outstanding example of the important development and interchange within Europe of ideas on landscape 
design in the 17th-18th centuries. The nominated property must therefore include exquisite examples of the
emblematic application of Cartesian geometry, as well as examples to illustrate the practical importance of
the design as a means to overcome obstacles in topography, forest density and orientation during the hunt.

The spatial plan in North Zealand distinguishes itself from many later Baroque European landscapes by 
focusing on nature, rather than on castles. In order to convey the pure essence of the landscape’s design, the 
nominated series must therefore also contain examples to illustrate the development in the spatial 
relationship between the royal buildings and the landscape.

While some of the individual constituent elements exhibit only some attributes, taken as a whole, the 
nominated property must express all the crucial attributes of Outstanding Universal Value. The analysed 
elements are: Gribskov, Stutterivangene, Stenholt Vang at Frederiksborg Slot, ”Grønholt Skov”, Store 
Dyrehave, Fredensborg Slotshave (the park at Fredensborg Slot), Geels Skov, Harreskovene, Jægersborg 
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Dyrehave (incl. Jægersborg Hegn), Jægersborg Slot (i.e. Jægergården and the proximal part of the avenue of 
Jægersborg Allé), and Charlottenlund Skov (formerly Gyldenlund). 

Stutterivangene in Gribskov and Fredensborg Slotshave are included in the comparison even though they did 
not feature in the original master plan. The reason is that they were either designed as an addition to the 
original road system for the royal par force hunt in North Zealand (Stutterivangene), or because they 
employed emblematic design elements that refer directly to the hunting road design in the forests 
(Fredensborg Slotshave). 

Hunting roads forming a star were also laid out at the castle of Dronninggaard before c. 1760. However, the 
system was not part of the plan from c. 1685 neither did it connect to it, the original royal castle does no 
longer exist, and as the forest was laid out in the English landscape style after 1781, the hunting road system 
has also disappeared. Therefore, the forest at today’s Dronninggaard is not included in the analysis. 

The forest areas of Gribskov, Stenholt Vang, “Grønholt Skov” and Store Dyrehave comprised one entity in 
the original plan, but are treated here as four separate elements, because of their varying levels of 
preservation, which has a bearing on the composition of the nominated series. The original Jægersborg 
Dyrehave was divided in the 19th century into Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn. Today the 
southern part of Jægersborg Hegn is again merged with Jægersborg Dyrehave. Therefore they are treated
here as one unit. Below, the constituent elements are compared regarding:

spatial plan
originality, including the exploitation of the emblematic and practical possibilities of the design
authenticity 
contributions to the integrity of the nominated series. 

 

Spatial plan   
The spatial plan of a constituent element of the nominated series should preferably, but not necessarily, 
include all of the following; 

a star of eight radiating roads, 
star(s) of radiating roads circumscribed by squares of interconnecting roads 
a number of material elements that illustrate whether the design centres on nature
material or immaterial remains of numerical names
emblematic markers.

Forest cover is essential to the spatial plan and is treated below in the analysis of the series’ authenticity. If a 
design element is a later addition, it should be a Baroque amendment to the original design, intended either 
for the par force hunt, or, to accommodate the design to newer ideas of how a hunting landscape might best 
express the role of an absolute monarch.
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Table 3.2.1. Comparison of the spatial plan of the relevant elements in the par force hunting landscape of North 
Zealand. When an element lacks an attribute, no points are ascribed. The table includes elements found in the plan from 
c. 1685, Stutterivangene in which roads were added for par force hunting around 1700, and Fredensborg Slotshave 
from 1725, in which the largest avenue was aligned with the main roads in Gribskov.

Site/Plan Made for
par force 
hunt

Central 
star 

Central 
star of 8 
roads

Central 
star with 
squares

Original
(c. 1685)
central 
building

Nume-
rical 
names

Stone
posts
present at 
roads

Total
(Max.
14)

No Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes
Gribskov 2 2 2 2 2 2 0 12
Stutteri-
Vangene

2 0 - - - 2 0 0 4

Stenholt 
Vang

2 0 - - - 2 2 0 6

“Grønholt 
Skov”

2 0 - - - 2 2 0 6

Store 
Dyrehave

2 2 2 2 2 2 2 14

Fredens-
borg 
Slotshave

0 0 - - - 0 0 0

Geels Skov 0 0 - - - 2 0 2
Harre
Skovene

2 2 0 2 2 2 10

Jægers-
borg 
Dyrehave*
and Hegn

2 2 0 0 2 0 0 6

Jægers-
borg Slot

2 - - - - - 0 - - - - 2

Charlot-
tenlund Skov

0 0 - - - 2 0 0 2

*The original plan

The spatial plans of Store Dyrehave, Gribskov and Harreskovene contain by far the majority of the attributes 
of Outstanding Universal Value. However, the spatial plan in Harreskovene is not perfect; the main star, a 
cross and an additional star consisted of six roads, while one of the crosses had eight roads. This deviation is 
not clearly reflected in the score, but is taken into account in the comparison.   

Apart from the hunting roads proper, Stenholt Vang also contains the royal road from Frederiksborg Slot, the 
direction of which documents that the hunting landscape at Hillerød focused not on the castle but on nature.

The open and deviating road system in Jægersborg Dyrehave (incl. Jægersborg Hegn) reflects the fact that
the hunting park was erected for the par force hunt a decade before the hunting roads were constructed. The 
area was chosen because of its vicinity to Jægersborg Slot and the fact that the open park with its flat 
topography was well suited for a free chase. The plan from c. 1685 did however, include Jægersborg 
Dyrehave, but it took the topography and forest density into account and the hunting road system in the park 
became simpler than those in the hilly and dense forests. 
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Figure 97. Ha la li in the water, most probably during the reign of Frederik V. (1746-66). Ha la li was a signal blown 
on the horn marking the end of the hunt. The location has not been unambiguously identified, but might be the eastern 
part of Jægersborg Dyrehave, just north of the river Mølleåen with Øresund in the background. The main obstacle in 
the park was the river, which the long hunting roads had to cross by bridges. KMSst500. National Gallery of 
Denmark©

The design at Jægersborg Slot achieves a low score in the comparison, since although it was part of the plan 
from c. 1685, the immediate surroundings of the castle were not laid out for the par force hunt and the castle 
was already in existence. The new royal avenue was placed in the main axis of the castle and here a mound 
marking a rendez-vous point intended to be used in the royal par force hunt was added. The design thus 
clearly centres on the castle.

Geels Skov and Charlottenlund Skov stand out as not being intended for the par force hunt, while 
Stutterivangene in Gribskov were neither part of the original plan from c. 1685, nor did the design of the 
roads here make use of Cartesian geometry.

Fredensborg Slotshave was neither part of the original plan, nor intended for the par force hunt, hence the 
zero score in the comparison. 
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Figure 98. La curée. In an open landscape such as that in Jægersborg Dyrehave hunting roads were superfluous, and if 
the landscape was used for the par force hunt, planted avenues were impractical. They belonged in parks. This location
has not been unambiguously identified, but the castle in the background is supposedly the demolished Jægersborg Slot. 
If so, the hunt depicted here was taking place outside the southern border of Jægersborg Dyrehave. KMSst 501.
National Gallery of Denmark©

Originality and exploitation of the emblematic and practical possibilities of the design 
The relative age of a design is here treated as an expression of originality, even if the same design idea may
have developed at different places and/or in different periods. A design older than 1700 A.D. is considered to 
be the most original and given 3 points. None of the compared landscape designs in North Zealand dates
from after 1750 A.D. Hunting roads added for emblematic reasons score higher (2 points) than those added 
without taking the design into consideration (0 points). The presence of an emblematic marker scores higher 
than its absence, but since the addition of castles/hunting lodges to the absolute hunting landscapes of the 
Baroque is a late feature, the score is higher (3 points) when the emblematic marker is a stone, than when it 
is a castle (2 points). Note that a castle may be present without being used as an emblematic marker.
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Table 3.2.2. Analytical comparison of the originality and exploitation of the design. Regular subdivisions are 
subdivisions of squares. For further information on the rationale of the scoring systems please see text 
above. 

Site Originality Consequent application of design Total
Age of first plan Add. roads

emblematic
Regular subdivisions Emblematic 

marker 
(Max.
9)

Older 
than
1700

1700-1750 Yes No More 
than 2

1 None None Stone Castle

Gribskov 3 - 1 0 4
Stutteri-
Vangene

2 0 0 0 2

Stenholt Vang 3 - 0 0 3
”Grønholt Skov” 3 - 0 0 3
Store Dyrehave 3 - 2 2 7
Fredensborg 
Slotshave

2 2 0 1 5

Geels Skov 3 - 0 0 3
Harre-
skovene

3 - 1 0 4

Jægersborg 
Dyrehave and 
Hegn

3 2 1 1 7

Jægersborg Slot 3 - - 1 4
Charlottenlund
Skov

3 - 0 0 1 4

Store Dyrehave scores higher than all the other elements because the forest was the best exploited for the 
practical and emblematic possibilities of the geometric design was best exploited. The many subdivisions of 
the squares have definitely made the otherwise very forbidding topography of Store Dyrehave more easily 
accessible during the par force hunts, and the numerical names have eased communication. The forest also 
scores highest, because its design centres on nature, not on a castle, and also includes an emblematic marker, 
Kongestenen, which shows that the design was also meant to be emblematic of the absolute monarch.

Gribskov South and Harreskovene also score high, and the reason why Stenholt Vang and “Grønholt Skov” 
score relatively low is that, originally, the principal purpose of roads in these areas was to connect the 
southern part of Gribskov with Store Dyrehave and Frederiksborg Slot.

Jægersborg Dyrehave (incl. Jægersborg Hegn) scores high, because the design of the roads in the park 
reflects the importance of the topography and forest density for the landscape’s design and its historical 
development. The open park was erected in 1670 for a par force hunt exercised as a free chase, and the plan 
from c. 1685 took its terrain into account by making a simple layout of roads. The park thus exemplifies both 
the early phase from 1670 through to c. 1685, when the par force hunt was exercised by English standards, 
and, in combination with the plan of, e.g., Store Dyrehave it exemplifies the importance of landscape 
topography and forest density for the design. From 1735 the spatial plan was amended by the addition of an
emblematic hunting lodge placed centrally at the highest point in the park. Later the road system was also 
amended to form a star of five arms at the new castle. These additions clearly illustrate the development and 
exchange of Baroque ideas of landscape design, and the shifting role of the absolute ruler’s castles in the 
design. Originally the park centered on nature, while after 1735 it centered on the king’s castle, employing a 
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new means of reflecting his relation to God and nature. A historical source documents that the hill on which 
Eremitageslottet was built, was actually used as a relais as early as 1702 and was perceived as the centre of 
the park. The source also relates that the area around the hill was treeless, while forest spread both to the 
north (in Jægersborg Hegn) and to the south (in the Boveskov area), where the design from c. 1685 included 
squares, some of which were even subdivided.

Figure 99. Fredensborg Slot and garden in 1728. Courtesy of Slotsforvaltningen

The historical development of the Baroque design is also reflected in the park at Fredensborg Slot and its 
relatively high score in this comparison. The old hunting farm of Østrup that existed before 1685 and the 
area around it were not included in the plan from c. 1685 but around 1700, the farm was replaced by a small 
castle and two avenues were laid out. When the new Baroque castle of Fredensborg Slot was built in 1722, 
these and five new avenues were designed to form half a star in the park centering upon the castle and its 
ruler, the absolute monarch. This design had been recommended by the French garden architect Savot 
already in 1627, but did not really gain ground in the design of hunting landscapes, including that in North 
Zealand, until it was adopted in the German speaking areas of Europe after c. 1730.

At the central road crossing in Charlottenlund, the king added a small lodge, Gyldenlund. The building is 
marked in the map from c. 1685 along with some other, peripheral buildings, probably menagerie buildings. 
The emblematic marker, for which Charlottenlund Skov scores is thus Gyldenlund. The present castle of 
Charlottenlund Slot is also situated in the centre. However, it was not built for and therefore not emblematic 
of the monarch. This is also reflected in the score for authenticity in Table 3.2.3.
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Authenticity of the nominated series 
The authenticity of the design has been tested by the historical map analysis mentioned above. It reveals both
the degree to which the original plan was followed, and the degree to which it was subsequently changed or 
abandoned, and the present comparison is based on the results of the analysis. The authenticity of the 
elements in the series is here evaluated on the basis of:

preserved forest cover - the more preserved, the higher the score
preserved hunting roads from the 1685 map - the more preserved, the higher the score
degree of urbanisation of the original hunting area/forest - the more urbanisation the lower the score
the addition of new disturbing infrastructures - the more additions, the lower the score, and 
the percentage of material elements (stones, buildings etc.) preserved in situ - the more preserved, 
the higher the score

Table 3.2.3. Analytic comparison of the authenticity of individual elements in the par force hunting landscape of North 
Zealand. Point system 0-24% = 0 points, 25-49% = 1 point if the quality is positive, and -1 if it is negative, 50-74 % = 
2 or -2 points respectively, and 75-100 % = 3 or -3 points respectively. Material elements are stones, buildings etc.

Site/Changes in 
spatial plan

Forest  cover 
preserved.
Score 0–3

Preserved 
road traces 
from c. 1685.
Score 0 – 3

Material
elements
preserved in
situ 
Score 0 – 3

Urbanised. 
Score 0 – -3

New 
infrastructures
that cause 
disturbance.
Score 0 - -3

Total
(Max.
9
points)

% Point % Points % Points % Points % Points
Gribskov 100 3 90 3 0 0 5 0 0 0 6
Stutteri-
Vangene

100 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3

Stenholt Vang 80 3 90 3 0 0 >5 0 0 0 6
“Grønholt 
Skov”

20 0 50 2 0 0 60 -2 100 -3 -3

Store Dyrehave 100 3 50 2 76 3 0 0 0 0 8
Fredensborg 
Slotshave

- - - - 100 3 0 0 0 0 3

Geels Skov 40 1 15 0 0 0 60 -2 60 -2 -3
Harre-
Skovene

70 2 42 1 0 0 50 -2 25 -1 0

Jægersborg 
Dyrehave and 
Hegn

100 3 75 3 100 3 0 0 0 0 9

Jægersborg Slot - - 100 3 0 0 - - 10 0 3
Charlotten-
lund Skov

90 3 75 3 0 0 20 0 90 -3 3

Jægersborg Dyrehave achieves the best score in the comparison, while Store Dyrehave scores one point 
lower, because most of the traces at level 3 (subdivision no. 3) have disappeared. It must be noted that the 
map analysis of the hunting roads’ authenticity has shown that these clearings were actually realised and 
maintained at least until 1823. Otherwise the authenticity is very high in Store Dyrehave, and it is of utmost 
importance for the understanding of the practical function of the entire par force hunting landscape that the 
numbered stone posts and the central Kongestenen have been preserved in situ. 
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The original Grønholt Skov was the large forested area south of Stenholt Vang and north of Store Dyrehave. 
Only the two forest patches of Grønholt Vang and Grønholt Hegn are today preserved. The rest has been
destroyed by the urban spread of Hillerød. The three long roads connecting the roads in Gribskov with those 
in Store Dyrehave (Københavnsvej, Ottevej from Store Dyrehave, and Tolvkarlevej, which proceeds NW 
from Syvkorset in Store Dyrehave) are all interrupted by the town, although traces of them still exist. To the 
NE of Store Dyrehave, Skelvej has recently been destroyed in two places, and further towards the NW long 
stretches are missing of the parallel road, the original road no. 1 from Gribskov, today called Stenholtvej. 

Figure 100. Section of map depicting the former Grønholt Skov. 2013

The roads in Geels Skov, which were probably not intended for the par force hunt and most of the original 
forest cover, have been spoiled by urbanistion around the old villages of Holte, Gl. Holte and Søllerød

The forest cover and road system in Harreskovene were severely disturbed by modern infrastructures and the 
urban spread of the village of Værløse. Furthermore, the cross of eight roads (Syvstjernen) is today located 
beyond the forest, and a reconstruction of a mound at Syvstjernen also has a major impact on the authenticity 
of this landscape.

Integrity of the nominated series 
The integrity of the nominated series is an expression of the degree to which it includes all elements 
necessary to express the Outstanding Universal Values. This means that the nominated series should 
exemplify the development in design as a result of the landscape’s changing function during the exercised 
type of par force hunt, and as a result of changing ideas of the landscape as an expression of an absolute 
monarch. The spatial plan of all elements should originate in the master plan from c. 1685, and the series 
should exemplify the application and exploitation of Cartesian geometry to counteract obstacles and improve
the hunters’ orientation during the hunt. Last but by no means least the series should exemplify the 
emblematic function of Cartesian geometry as an expression of the absolute monarch’s reason and power to 
control nature. Elements not contributing in any of these three ways to illustrate the attributes of Outstanding 
Universal Value should not be included in the series.
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Table 3.2.4. Analytic comparison of the integrity of individual elements in the par force hunting landscape of 
North Zealand. The table is a compilation of the results from Tables3.2.1-3.2.3

Site Spatial plan
Score Tab.1

Originality
Score Tab.2

Authenticity
Score Tab. 4

Total
(Max. 32 points)

Gribskov 12 4 6 22
Stutterivangene 4 2 3 9
Stenholt Vang 6 3 6 15
“Grønholt Skov” 6 3 -3 6
Store Dyrehave 14 7 8 29
Fredensborg Slotshave 0 5 3 8
Geels Skov 2 3 -3 2
Harreskovene 10 4 0 14
Jægersborg Dyrehave and Hegn 6 7 9 22
Jægersborg Slot 2 4 3 9
Charlottenlund Skov 2 4 3 9

In the comparison of the integrity of the individual sites in the par force hunting landscape of North Zealand, 
Store Dyrehave gets the highest score with 29 points out of a possible maximum of 32. Gribskov and 
Jægersborg Dyrehave (incl. Jægersborg Hegn) achieve the next highest scores with 22 points each, while 
Stenholt Vang scores 15 points, due to the fact that this forest was part of the connecting area between
Gribskov and Store Dyrehave. 

The southern part of Gribskov, Stenholt Vang, “Grønholt Skov”, and Store Dyrehave formed a functional 
unit in the landscape design from c. 1685, but time has destroyed the central parts of this extensive forest 
area. Today, only the southern part of Gribskov, together with Stenholt Vang, and Store Dyrehave give a 
clear sense of the original, ingenious master plan that turned the natural chaos of these hilly, swampy forests 
into an ordered hunting landscape in which any hunter was carefully guided by the absolute monarch’s God 
given reason. Together these serial elements also document that nature, rather than the royal castle of 
Frederiksborg was at the centre of the landscape’s design.  

The softly rolling landscape in Jægersborg Dyrehave was ideal for the English type of par force hunt, and 
when the French type was introduced, and the landscape of North Zealand was designed accordingly, only 
few roads and none in the shape of stars were constructed, and the design had no ideational centre. However, 
this was made up for half a century later, when Eremitageslottet was built at a relais high on a hilltop
centrally located in the park. The old hunting park thereby beautifully illustrates the developments in design 
both induced by shifting hunting practices and caused by the changing ideas of absolute landscape design.
Furthermore, the park is nominated as a member of the series because, in combination with Store Dyrehave, 
it illustrates beautifully the influence that topography and forest density had on the design of the hunting 
landscape.

The lack of authenticity resulting from destruction and disturbance by addition of later infrastructure and 
urbanisation rules out the Grønholt Skov area and Harreskovene, which are also lacking in the application of 
Cartesian geometry, while the age, the spatial plans and/or the intended function rule out Jægersborg Allé 
and Jægergården at the demolished Jægersborg Slot, Stutterivangene in Gribskov, Fredensborg Slotshave, 
Geels Skov, and Charlottenlund Skov (Gyldenlund).
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A series consisting of 
Store Dyrehave 
The southern part of Gribskov incl. Stenholt Vang 
Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn

is therefore proposed as a comprehensive unit that contains all the attributes of Outstanding Universal Value 
that most comprehensively convey an clear impression of the par force hunting landscape of North Zealand. 

Below, this series is compared with similar Baroque par force hunting landscapes created to be emblematic 
of absolute monarchs in Europe in the period 1648-1806.

Figure 101. Het Loo, c. 1700 coloured etching by Petrus Schenck (1660-1719). The landscape to the west and south of 
Het Loo was laid out with hunting roads and avenues by the Dutch stadholder Willem III (1650-1702) after his 
ascension of the English throne in1688. By accepting Parliament’s Declaration Rights Willem signed away the 
possibility of becoming an absolute king. The hunting landscape at Het Loo has been much disturbed by urbanization, 
only three avenues remain within the city to the south, and no hunting roads are left in the 10,000 ha large palace park 
to the west. Paleis Het Loo, Appeldorn. The Netherlands©
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Table 3.2.5. Identified preserved par force hunting landscapes emblematic of absolute European rulers of the Baroque 
period. In Austria, Great Britain, the Netherlands, Portugal, and Spain no preserved hunting landscape emblematic of 
absolute rulers have been identified. For geographical entities see definition in text.

Country/state
(English name)

Site Star and round roads.
Central building (No/Yes).
Year established

Star and squares. 
Central building (No/Yes).
Year established

No Yes No Yes
Baden-Württemberg Solitude 1763

Käfertal 1747
Ketcher Wald 1749
Karlsruhe 1715

Bavaria Lustheim 1685
Carlsberg 1727
Kaiserhammer 1761

Belgium Tervuren 1744
Mariemont C.1750

Berlin/Brandenburg Tiergarten 1698
Parforceheide 1725

Denmark Store Dyrehave 1687-90
Gribskov 1691-98

France Forêt de Compiégne 1521
Chambord 1642
Bois de Meaux Before 1640?
Fontainebleau 1642
St.Germain-en-Laye C.1660
Forêts de Boulogne, 
Russy and Blois

(16th century)
Late 18th century?

Forêt de Verrieres Before 1684
Forêt de Meudon Before 1684
Forêt de Sénart Before 1689/from 

1694
Forêt de Rougeau 1740
Forêt de Marly le Roi 1678
Forêt de Rambouillet After 1589
Forêt de Folembray Before 1666
Forêt de Chantilly 1662
Forêt d’Ermenonville After 1683
Forêt d’Halatte 1674-90
Forêt de Retz/Villers 1672
Bois de Tillet 18thcent.
Forêt du Lys After 1719
Bois de Royaumont 
Bois de Bonnet

After 1719

Hesse Kranichstein After 1708
Lower Saxony Sternhaus Berg Before 1687

Clemenswerth 1737
Nordrhein-Westphalia Kottenforst 1755
Poland Pförten/Brody c. 1740
Pomerania Ludwigslust 1731
Russia Gatchina 1765-1798
Saxony-Anhalt Oranienbaumer Heide After 1709

Ochsenstall Wiese After 1709
Mosigkauer Heide After 1752

Saxony Dresdner Heide c. 1560
Graditz After 1722
FriedewaldMoritzburg After 1728

Sweden Djurgården 1682-85
Ekholmen Slott Before 1682
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Comparative Analysis of emblematic European Par Force Hunting Landscapes 1648-1806
The concept of spatial organisation is a defining feature of any cultural landscape planned and shaped 
intentionally by man. In the case of hunting landscapes, the matrix of this spatial organisation is the 
forest/nature, while the structure consists of hunting roads, buildings and other material elements conveying 
the idea of the spatial plan. It was therefore a basic prerequisite, for any Baroque European par force hunting 
landscape to be included in the comparison, that it had retained enough of its forest cover or original 
vegetation and structural elements to convey a clear impression of the original spatial plan. It is here 
proposed that urbanisation and the destruction of the original forest/nature by modern infrastructure by 
contemporary European standards significantly reduces the integrity and authenticity of the landscapes.  

Most of the compared hunting landscapes contain a multitude of different design elements ranging from two 
straight roads crossing each other rather accidentally, to elaborate systems of squares or immense irregular 
systems of intersecting stars to the orderly geometric systems of superimposed stars and squares. However, 
in the 16th century, a star of eight radiating roads crossing each other at a central place at angles of 
approximately 45o became the defining element of a landscape emblematic of an absolute European ruler. 
Landscapes not comprising the defining element of the star have therefore not been included in the 
comparison.

Forty eight similarly preserved par force hunting landscapes have been identified in 15 of the 22 surveyed 
states and Bundesländer. No preserved par force hunting landscapes were identified in Austria, Great Britain, 
The Netherlands, Portugal, and Spain. The identified preserved landscapes, their age and their basic spatial
organization are summarized in Table 3.2.5. The par force hunting landscape in North Zealand has not been 
completely preserved, and in the comparison is represented by two elements of a series of three which were 
selected by an internal comparative analysis. 

It is herein proposed that the use of Cartesian geometry to optimise the design of a hunting landscape and 
make it emblematic of an absolute monarch, his reason and power to control nature is an outstanding 
example of the important development and interchange within Europe of ideas on landscape design in the 
17th-18th centuries. Therefore, the identified landscapes have been compared to assess the degree to which 
they express this development and interchange of ideas, and the degree to which they muster the crucial 
attributes of Outstanding Universal Value. The landscapes are compared as to the

geometry of their spatial plan 
degree to which the spatial plan centres on nature 
originality and exploitation in the plan of the emblematic and practical possibilities of the design
integrity and authenticity of the landscape

Once compared in terms of their integrity and authenticity, the landscapes are described in more detail.

Spatial plan 
The use of Cartesian geometry in the spatial organisation of forests, hunting roads, buildings and other 
material elements represent the Outstanding Universal Values of the proposed series. The comparison thus 
concerns the degree to which the compared sites include all the attributes necessary to express the 
Outstanding Universal Value of this design. The three prerequisites are: the spatial plan should have one (or 
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more) star(s) of radiating roads circumscribed by squares of interconnecting roads, resulting in a geometric 
structure that theoretically allows for indefinite expansion; it should centre on nature, rather than on a 
building and encompass roads with numerical names. The third prerequisite is compared only if the first two 
are met.

Figure 102. The large star in this Swedish hunting landscape does not centre on a building and the 
landscape is referred to the category of landscapes centering upon Nature, even though a small hunting 
pavilion was apparently added in a secondary star. Map of the par force hunting landscape at Ekholmen 
Slott, Sweden around 1700. From Kardell 2003
.
The 48 identified preserved Baroque par force hunting landscapes in Europe fall into three basic categories: 

1. landscapes that apply the star geometry, centered on nature, sometimes with radiating roads of stars 
interconnected by “round” roads in more or less octagonal patterns 

2. landscapes that apply the star geometry, centered on a building, and sometimes with radiating roads 
of stars interconnected by “round” roads in more or less octagonal patterns, and 

3. landscapes where the star geometry and Cartesian geometry are combined by interconnecting the 
radiating roads with “square” ones

Twenty-eight of the identified landscapes in Table 3.2.5 belong in the first category; they encompass the star 
design and do not centre on a building. Nature and the hunt were the objects of focus when they were 
planned. Sixteen are French. In these landscapes, the rather unpredictable par force hunt (chasse à courre) 
can reach its climax at any of a number of stars. It must be noted that, in larger hunting landscapes, the stars 
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of radiating roads were usually combined in practice with a wide range of other road patterns. All 28 
landscapes centre on nature, but none of them combine the star design with squares. They are, therefore, 
outranked in relation to the two proposed forests in the comparison of the spatial plan.

Jægersborg Dyrehave was originally erected without a central building, and no building was added in the 
master plan of North Zealand from c. 1685, of which the park was an element. The central building was 
added late in the park’s history as a Baroque amendment to the original design. The park is included in the 
proposed series because its history illustrates the development and exchange of European ideas of the 
emblematic landscape design in the 17th century.

Figure 103. The plan of Karlsruhe is an extreme example of a landscape belonging to the second category, a
landscape with stars interconnected by round roads and with a building at its centre, surrounded by a 
garden and a park, in which squares are added for ornamental reasons, the crosses being adorned with 
sculptures, etc. Karlsruhe 1721. Copper engraving by Heinrich Schwartz. Stadt AK 8/PBS XVI 18©
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Twelve of the identified landscapes in Table 3.2.5 belong in the second category; they encompass the star 
design, but centre on a building: The absolute monarch, his power (and the hunt) were in focus, when they 
were planned. Eleven are German, and the one in Poland was shaped for a German elector who became 
Polish king.

In North Zealand Jægersborg Allé and its rendez-vous mound were created as an addition to the existing 
Renaissance castle of Jægersborg, and in Jægersborg Dyrehave, the central hunting lodge was added in 1735 
as a Baroque amendment to the already existing par force hunting park area of Jægersborg Dyrehave, which 
otherwise had a very open road system of squares without stars. Hunting landscapes with central buildings 
were used both for the par force hunt and for the German Hauptjagd. When the landscape was used for the 
German Hauptjagd, the game might be released in front of the central building, where the courtly party had 
been waiting. The building could even serve as a shooting pavilion. This is the type of landscape design 
recommended by Johan Täntzer for the German Hauptjagd (Täntzer 1682). The spatial plan of the fifteen 
landscapes does not combine the road star with squares and they centre on buildings rather than on nature. 
They are therefore outranked in the comparison.

Figure 104. Bois de Tillet (upper left) is one of very few French examples of a landscape belonging to the 
third category, i.e. landscapes combining stars of eight radiating arms with “square roads” by means of 
Cartesian geometry. The landscape was shaped by the dukes of Orleans at the beginning of the 18th century
(Buridant pers.comm.). Notice the more common French star of roads connected by round roads to the right, 
and the small square of straight roads above the star. (Carte de Cassini [Soissons] No. 44 Feuille. Source 
Gallica-BNF-Fr. Bibliotheque Nationale de France©)
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Eight of the 48 identified landscapes are ranked higher than all the others in the comparison, because they 
belong in the third category and combine the star geometry with Cartesian geometry by interconnecting the 
radiating roads with “square” ones. Apart from one case, where the landscape centres on a building, nature is 
in the central focus. Numerical road names were only applied in North Zealand. As seen in the map of  Bois 
de Tillet/Forêt de Retz (Figure 104), the systematically geometric landscape allows for a par force hunt in 
which the hunters may reach any given point in the landscape equally fast, and in most cases faster than by 
the traditional combination of star roads and “round roads”, or just squares. In relation to the hunt, the design 
was thus a practical improvement of the old systems. In addition this design was better fit for forestry 
purposes, which became increasingly important in the 18th century. Several of the eight landscapes meeting 
the prerequisites of the spatial plan exhibit two or more of the crucial attributes. They are described in more 
detail and directly compared below.

Figure 105. While the emblematic value of the par force hunt grew in Europe over at least 500 years, the development 
of emblematic hunting landscapes peaked in the late 17th through early 18th centuries. Die Relais werden von dem 
Commandeur der Jagd ausgesezt. J.E.Ridinger (1698-1767). Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry© 

Originality 
The use of Cartesian geometry in the spatial organisation of forests, hunting roads, buildings and other 
material elements represent the attributes of Outstanding Universal Value of the proposed series. It is here 
also proposed as a prerequisite that the application of Cartesian geometry should be based on an original 
idea, and that the design should consequently exploit all advantages of the geometry; practical as well as 
emblematic. The comparison therefore concerns the degree to which the compared sites include all the 
elements necessary to meet this prerequisite. 
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Age is taken as an expression of originality, even though similar ideas may arise independently at about the 
same time. The idea of the star road design apparently arose independently in both France and Saxony in the 
first half of the 16th century. In France, where Francois I applied his par force hunt emblematically, the roads 
were made for both emblematic and practical purposes. In Germany, the purpose may simply have been 
practical, as the numbered radiating roads connected with round roads in the Dresdner Heide were apparently 
used for German wild boar hunts. The French and German ideas of the star road design are thus original, 
both emblematically and practically. Straight hunting roads and squares of straight hunting roads were 
known even earlier. What is important to this comparison, however, is the combination of the star road 
design with that of “square roads” into a system of Cartesian geometry centered on nature. It is, therefore, the 
age of the latter spatial organisation that is crucial. However, for the sake of documentation, all identified 
landscapes are compared below.

Among the 28 landscapes belonging to the first category, i.e. applying the star geometry, centered on nature 
and with or without interconnecting “round” roads, two thirds (20) are ‘old’, i.e. formed before c. 1700. Only 
one is younger than 1750. As none of the 19 old landscapes encompasses the combination of stars with 
squares, they all rank lower in this comparison than the two forests in the old hunting landscape in North 
Zealand.

Among the 12 preserved landscapes belonging in the second category, i.e. applying the star geometry 
centered on a building, with or without interconnecting “round” roads, only two were created before 1700. 
More than half (7) were created in the period 1700 through to 1750, and three are even younger. The 
inspiration of most of the later German landscapes applying the star road design came from France 
(Pappenheim 1939), but the addition of a hunting pavilion in the centre of the star was, apparently, a German 
idea. To trace the origins of this idea is outside the scope of the present comparison, but Sternhaus Berg, e.g., 
(Bessin 2001) were created before 1690, and a park at Schloss Gottorff in Schleswig-Holstein that is no 
longer extant encompassed this design element as early as 1669 (Christensen 1999). In the present context, it 
is worth noting the close family ties between the Danish royal family and both the dukes of Schleswig -
Holstein (Schloss Gottorff), the dukes of Braunschweig-Wolffenbüttel (Sternhaus Berg), and the electors of 
Saxony (Dresdner Heide), which allowed for an extensive exchange of ideas. However, as not even the 
oldest of the 13 landscapes belonging to this second category combine the star road design with that of 
square roads into a system of Cartesian geometry, none of them meet the prerequisite, and all therefore rank 
lower in the comparison than the two forests in the old hunting landscape in North Zealand.

Jægersborg Dyrehave is proposed as an element of the proposed property because its development conveys
an impression of the exchange of shifting European ideas on landscape design. When Jægersborg Dyrehave 
was erected for the English type of par force hunt in 1670, its hunting road system from c. 1685 did not 
include any stars, but in 1735 Eremitageslottet was added to the park, and then new roads were created to 
form a star around the building. In other words, the hunting lodge and the road star should be seen as typical 
Baroque design amendments to a park that had already functioned as a par force hunting area for more than 
half a century.

Among the eight landscapes belonging in the third category, i.e. where the star geometry is combined with 
Cartesian geometry by interconnecting the radiating roads with “square” ones, only the two forests in North 
Zealand were laid out before 1700, five were created between 1700 and 1750, while Gatchina in Russia is 
younger. Cassini’s maps of France from the last part of the 18th century show a number of small forests laid 
out in this way, of which four are preserved and included in the survey. Apart from these, the park at Chateau 
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de Vincennes in Paris (Carte de Cassini [Paris] No. 1 Feiulle 1, BNF) was apparently adorned with a similar 
though no longer extant,system. This system was not shown on a map of the park from 1709 (Derex 2007), 
and was thus apparently formed in the first half of the 18th century. The same seems to be true of the other 
French landscapes applying Cartesian geometry, cf. the detailed comparison below. 

Figure 106. The park at Vincennes as it appeared in the second half of the 18 th century, but not in 1709.
(Carte de Cassini [Paris] No.1 Feuille 1. Source Gallica-BNF-Fr. Bibliotheque Nationale de France©)

Integrity and authenticity 
All properties inscribed on the World Heritage List should satisfy the conditions of integrity. The physical 
and significant features of properties nominated under criterion (ii) should be in good condition, and 
properties should include a significant proportion of the elements necessary to convey the totality of the 
value. Further, the Nara Document of Authenticity states that authenticity appears as the essential qualifying 
factor concerning cultural values (Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage 
Convention 2012). It is therefore highly relevant to compare the integrity and authenticity of the hunting 
landscapes concerned.

The crucial attributes which convey the Outstanding Universal Value of the proposed series North Zealand 
are a combination of spatial, material and immaterial elements;

a preserved forest cover
a spatial plan focusing upon nature 
stars of eight hunting roads circumscribed by roads forming squares of equal sides
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numbered stones and/or 
numerical place names
emblematic markers as stones or castles 

The comparison therefore concerns the degree to which the compared landscapes contain and preserve a 
significant proportion of comparable attributes and whether they may be perceived as authentic within the 
cultural realm of Europe.

The forest or other natural vegetation forms the matrix of the spatial plan. However, in most cases, 
knowledge about the character and species composition of the original forest cover is lacking or very 
restricted. What is known with certainty is that the European hunting forests of the 16-18th centuries differed 
very much from each other and from forests today. If domestic animals were not introduced into the forests, 
the intense management of the game would, in most cases, heavily influence the species composition and 
density of the forests, which were open and consisted of trees of different ages and species (see, e.g., 
Buridant 2007, Fritzbøger 1994, Kardell 2003). In France, very open areas were often chosen for hunting 
parks, as is neatly exemplified by Chambord (Chatenet 2007) and this was also the case when Jægersborg 
Dyrehave was erected in 1670 and laid out with hunting roads in 1688-94. Over the last 200 years, the 
European forest reforms, which accelerated by the end of the 18th century, entirely changed this picture. 
Forest cover, understood as the original matrix of the landscape, is therefore, considered crucial to both 
integrity and authenticity, while the forest’s character and species composition are not deciding factors.

Likewise, as continued use preserves roads and demands ongoing management, the preservation of the 
hunting road structure in the landscape is considered crucial to its integrity and authenticity, while the 
preservation of the original road surfaces is not. 

When the position of a building is a decisive to an understanding of the focus of a design, the situation of 
that building must be original and recognisable in the landscape. On the other hand, newer elements, such as 
forest roads, paths and buildings may severely affect our ability to understand the original cultural values and 
thus seriously disturb the authenticity of the landscape. 

A comparison concerning the integrity and authenticity of the additional material and immaterial elements is 
made only between landscapes in which Cartesian geometry has been applied to optimise the design and 
make it emblematic of an absolute monarch, and of his reason and power to control nature.

Below, the 48 identified hunting landscapes in Table 3.2.5 are listed and compared as to the integrity and 
authenticity of their forest cover and spatial organisation. The landscapes are arranged alphabetically by 
country according to the three categories applied in the comparison of spatial plan and originality:

1. landscapes applying star geometry, centered on nature, with or without radiating roads of stars 
interconnected by “round” roads in more or less octagonal patterns 

2. landscapes applying star geometry, centered on a building, with or without radiating roads 
interconnected by “round” roads in more or less octagonal patterns

3. landscapes combining star geometry with Cartesian geometry by interconnecting radiating roads and
“square” roads

This entire survey is based on information readily available in printed or electronic media, and in some cases 
on personal communication, but not on original studies of archives. Therefore, the comparison is based on 
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rough assessments of the integrity and authenticity, which is reflected in the system of points used to rank the 
landscapes. The integrity of both forest cover and spatial plan is ranked as high: 3 points, when more than 
2/3 of the original area/structure is preserved, as medium: 2 points when between 1/3-2/3 is preserved, and as 
low: 1 point, when less than 1/3 of both are preserved. Authenticity is simply assessed as high: 2 points or 
low: 1 point. In most cases, Google Maps satellite photographs have been compared with historical maps in 
order to inform the assessments, and additional knowledge has been obtained from printed media.

German and French hunting landscapes have been the subject of a number of studies, which may be drawn 
upon for the comparison, but this is not the general case. Personal communication with local experts has 
been a great help in many cases, but it is evident that the Baroque hunting landscapes represent an upcoming 
field of research, and therefore scientific studies or even basic knowledge about the landscapes are 
sometimes missing, even on a local basis.

Figure 107. The courtly party arrives at the rendez-vous. J.E.Ridinger (1698-1767). Danish Museum of 
Hunting and Forestry©

The original forest cover and spatial plan of the French forests have, in most cases, been assessed by use of 
the Carte de France (Map of France), cf. Figure 104. The Carte de France is the result of one of the first 
national surveys made from a specific plan and in the same scale (approx. 1:86,400). The survey was based 
on triangulation, and the accuracy of the 182 sheets that comprise the map was high. The survey was made 
between 1750 and 1815 by several generations of the Cassini family, and the map of France is therefore 
often called Carte de Cassini, or, more officially, Carte de l’Academie (Béchu & Desnos 2009). The Cassini 
maps have been made available on the internet by the Bibliothèque Nationale de France (BNF), and the 
present survey of preserved French par force hunting landscapes from the Baroque is mostly based on them. 
The maps document that, by the middle of the 18th century, a great many forests, especially in central France, 
had been intersected by hunting roads (http://www.bnf.fr-Gallica). Below, references to the sheets are made 
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as, e.g., Carte Cassini [Paris] No. 1 Feuille 1 (BNF-Gallica 2013). With a few exceptions, these maps have 
only been cited, as they may not be reproduced freely. They may not convey a completely correct impression 
of the forests as they appeared at the beginning of the 18th century, or earlier. Where possible, the 
information has, therefore, been supplemented with other sources.

Landscapes with star geometry, centered on nature 
In Table 3.2.6, the integrity and authenticity of the 28 identified landscapes designed with stars and centering 
upon nature is compared. Below, the landscapes are individually presented and assessed.

Berlin- Brandenburg 
In 1698, Elector Friedrich III (1657/r. 1688/1701-13) had a star of roads “im Sinne Lenôtres” made in his old 
hunting forest Tiergarten in Berlin and the place in the centre of the star was marked with a circle of oak 
trees (Pappenheim 1939). Hunting in the park ended right after 1700, and in 1742 the Tiergarten became an 
ornamental park (Pappenheim 1939, Hutter 1992). Although the Tiergarten still exists, the area of the 
original hunting forest has been reduced by about 40% of its original size, cf. map from 1791-93 (Figure 
108). The forest has been turned into a park and altered several times, which hampers its authenticity, and the 
road star has become part of the traffic system of the metropolis and the so called Siegessäule has been 
erected in its centre. The integrity of both the old hunting forest in Berlin and the road system are thus 
assessed as medium, and the authenticity as low.

Figure 108. Situationsplan von den Kleinen und Grossen Tiergarten bei Berlin in den Jahren 1791 und1793 
vermessen. Commons.wikimedia.org 15.5.2013©
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Table 3.2. 6. Landscapes with star road designs centered on nature, comparison of integrity and authenticity 
of forest cover and spatial plan. Integrity: 3 points: >2/3 preserved, 2: 1/3-2/3 preserved, 1 point: < 1/3 
preserved. Authenticity: Assessed as high: 2 points, assessed as low: 1 point.

Country/
state

Site Established Forest cover Spatial plan Total

Integrity Authenticity Integrity Authenticity
Berlin/
Branden-
burg

Tiergarten 1698 2 1 2 1 6

Parforceheide 1725 1 1 1 1 4
France Forêt de 

Compiègne
1521 3 2 3 2 10

Forêt de 
Fontainebleau

1642 3 2 3 2 10

Bois de Meaux Before 1640? 3 2 2 1 8
Chambord 1642 1 1 2 1 5
Forêts de 
Boulogne, Russy 
and Blois

(16th cent.)
Late 18th?

2 2 2 1 6

Forêt de Retz 
Villers-Cotteret

1672 3 2 3 2 10

St.Germain-en-
Laye

C.1660 2 1 2 1 6

Forêt de Marly le 
Roi

1678 2 1 2 1 6

Forêt de Verrieres Before 1684 3 2 2 1 8
Forêt de Meudon Before 1684 2 1 3 2 8
Forêt de Sénart Before 1689 

From 1694
3 2 3 2 10

Forêt de Rougeau 1740 3 2 3 2 10
Forêt de 
Rambouillet

After 1589 3 2 3 2 10

Forêt de 
Folembray

Before 1666 3 2 2 2 9

Forêt de Chantilly 1662 2 2 3 2 9
L’Ermenonville After 1683 2 2 3 2 9
Forêt d’Halatte 1674-90 2 2 3 2 9

Poland Pförten/Brody c. 1740 3 2 3 2 10
Saxony Dresdner Heide Before 1560 2 2 1 1 6

Graditz After 1722 - - - - -
Friedewald 
Moritzburg

After 1728 3 2 3 2 10

Saxony-
Anhalt

Oranienbaumer 
Heide

After 1709 1 1 1 1 4

Ochsenstall Wiese After 1709 1 1 1 1 4
Mosigkauer Heide After 1752 1 1 1 1 4

Sweden Djurgården 1682-85 3 2 1 1 7
Ekholmen Slott C. 1685 3 2 1 1 7
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In 1725, King Friedrich Wilhelm I (1688/r. 1713-1740) decided to lay out about 100 km2 of heather, Die 
Parforceheide, to the south-east of the residential castle of Potsdam for his par force hunt. The plan was 
realised between 1725 and 1729, and the area was designed to have two star road systems. The smaller of 
these, to the south of the lake Wannsee, was already destroyed by the introduction of Friedrich II (der Grosse 
1712/r. 1740-1786) of a new forestry system, according to which the forests were laid out with straight roads
in a regular, square system (Schendel 2004). At the edge of the greater star, which had 16 arms, Friedrich 
Wilhelm I built a small hunting castle in the Dutch style, Jagdschloss Stern (Schendel 2004). Here nature and 
the culmination of the par force hunt were at the centre, rather than a castle or a shooting pavilion. 

Today, large infrastructures have dissected the area and the settlements Stern, Drewitz and Kirchsteigfeld 
have been placed in the Parforceheide. According to the Förderverein Jagdschloss Stern-Parforceheide, the 
remaining roads have been spoiled by urban sprawl and new methods in forestry (Johannes Kallabis 
pers.comm.). The motorway to Berlin has isolated the still extant star and castle from the remains of the 
Parforceheide, which has been turned into a nature protection area of 2,395 ha, equivalent to about 25% of 
the original area. Although eight of the 16 roads of the great star can still be recognised in the infrastructure 
at Jagdschloss Stern, and in spite of the fact that the small hunting castle is beautifully preserved, both the 
integrity and authenticity of Parforceheide are therefore assessed as low. 

Figure 109. Part of the Parforceheide road system with the great star in 1768. Plan von der Gegend um 
Potsdam. Landesvermessung und Geobasisinformation Brandenburg. Geobasis-DE/LGB<2013>,GB07/13

In 1778, Margrave Friedrich Heinrich had seven roads cut through the forests at his castle Heinrichslust.
However, the intention was now more to create an extraordinarily grand landscape with beautiful “points des 
vues” at the end of the roads, rather than to facilitate the margraves hunt (Pappenheim 1939). Apparently, 
hunting at Schwedt an der Oder in the 18th century took place in a larger landscape with two stars, which had 
long since disappeared, when Pappenheim described it in 1939. Therefore, Heinrichslust has not been 
included in the comparison although the park and most of the roads still exist.
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France 
It is striking how consequently, the French par force hunting landscapes defy Savot’s early recommendations 
for French garden architecture (Bessin 2001), which were followed so keenly in the German states. In the 
French forests, the stars of hunting roads do not centre on buildings; rather, as Enge has formulated it, they 
centre on nature (Enge 1992). Or, in other words, as Buridant noted, they form the arena for displays of the 
king’s bravery (Buridant 2007). It was not only the king of France who developed a penchant for slicing 
hunting forests into smaller parts by creating more and more hunting roads. Dukes and princes followed the 
trend but, as this comparison concerns landscapes laid out to express the power of an absolute monarch, his 
reason and ability to control nature, the only landscapes compared are those in the royal forests around Paris. 
These are, essentially, though not exclusively, those administered as Capitaineries de chasse (royal hunting 
districts), cf. Hluszko 2009. The only exception to this, are the three forests in which stars are circumscribed 
by squares.

Figure 110. In France, par force hunting (chasse á courre) is today exercised by ordinary citizens, and the 
show still attracts a large number of spectators, who are thrilled by the powerful expression of the riding 
men and women and their hoards of very disciplined hounds. Photo Søren Agerlund 2010©

Malsy suggests that the first hunting road star in France was created in the Forêt de Compiègne in 1521, 
and that the first map of the forest was made by Favier in 1663. However, only a copy from 1673 exists
(Malsy 2001). This map shows that, in 1673, the arms of the star had been connected by seven roads “routes 
rondes” forming an imperfect concentric ring around the star’s centre. A map from 1700 shows that the 
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forest had been extended into the former area of La Croix St. Oyen, and road number eight was nearly 
complete (Malsy 2001). In 1683, Louis XIV had 54 new roads cut through the Fôret de Compiègne, and his 
relatives were even more eager, creating a forest that, even today, is penetrated by 1,200 km of riding routes 
and 311 named crossings (Malsy 2001). The original star remained the largest, and was later surrounded by 
smaller stars and a map from 1742 shows that the system already formed a huge but a rather untidy pattern of 
roads (Malsy 2001). A large number of squares had been formed, but there was no systematic combination of 
stars and squares into a system of Cartesian coordinates known from North Zealand in the Fôret de 
Compiègne, where the roads were always known by names, rather than numbers. The systems are beautifully 
shown in the Carte Cassini [Beauvais/Levée 1751] No. 2 Feuille 2, [Soissons] No. 44 Feuille 5, (BNF-Gallica 
2013), and the integrity and authenticity of both forest cover and spatial plan in Forêt (Domaniale) de 
Compiègne are assessed as high.

The oldest French hunting road star that is documented with certainty in the old sources is the one in the 
Fôret de Fontainebleau, which Pierre Dan mentions in his Trésor des merveilles de la maison royale de 
Fontainebleau from 1642, but even that may have existed more than a century before (Buridant 2007). As 
was the case at Compiègne, the hunting road stars at Fontainebleau formed the shape of spiders’ webs 
created by the “routes rondes” and, from the time of Louis XIV, the system was eagerly extended into a 
huge, irregular web of stars and squares, which are still utilised for the chasse à courre. However, the system 
of Cartesian coordinates formed by the geometric combination of stars and squares and known from North 
Zealand is not found in either the forests or in the Cassini maps (Carte Cassini [Fontainebleau-Etampes] No.

7 Feuille 3, BNF-Gallica 2013). The integrity and authenticity of both forest cover and spatial plan are 
assessed as high in the Forêt Domaniale de Fontainebleau.

Figure 111. The forests and their hunting roads are represented in the restored murals of the gallery of stags
at Fontainebleau. RMN-Grand Palais (Château de Fontainebleau) / Gérard Blot©
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The Bois de Meaux at Chateau de Montceaux-en-Brie were also used for the royal hunt (Buridant 2007), 
and Catherine de Medici, who commissioned the building of the castle in1556-58 was an eager hunter and 
especially fond of the chasse à courre (Barbier 2006). The forest could have been excluded from the 
comparison as the residence was sold to a private owner in 1640, and the castle partly demolished in 1798 
(Coope 1959). The Cassini map features a star of six roads interconnected by two sets of complete round 
roads, and one incomplete set (Carte de Cassini [Meaux] No. 45 Feuille 4, BNF-Gallica 2013). Today, the 
round roads are gone, but the star is preserved and has an extra arm, and the forest has been parcelled out for 
forestry purposes. The forest cover, which was apparently dense, has been preserved and the forest area 
extended. The integrity and authenticity of the forest cover are therefore assessed as high, while the integrity 
of the spatial plan is assessed as medium and the authenticity as low.

At Chambord, the 5,440 ha large park was fenced in from 1542 (Buridant 2007) through 1642, and a star of 
eight roads was laid out (Chatenet 2007). The Cassini map features a star of eight roads without round roads, 
and a more irregular system of straight roads, some of which cross each other in regular crosses of four arms 
(Carte Cassini [Blois] No. 29 Feuille 47, BNF-Gallica 2013). The map also confirms that, in the second half 
of the 18th century, the park was very open, with many different habitats of which forest was not the most 
dominant element (Buridant 2007). Today, there is more extensive forest cover, but the original hunting road 
system has been disturbed by the many squares formed for forestry purposes in the 19th century (Buridant 
2007). For these reasons, the integrity and authenticity of the forest cover and that of the spatial plan in the 
park of Chambord are assessed as medium and low, respectively. 

Hunting roads were not only created in the park of Chambord, but also in the surrounding forests of 
Boulogne, Russy and Blois (Derex 2007). According to the map of Cassini, only Forêt de Boulogne was 
originally laid out with star roads, while the neighbouring Forêt de Russy and Forêt de Blois only had 
straight roads (Carte Cassini [Blois] No. 29 Feuille 47, BNF-Gallica 2013). Today, Forêt Domaniale de Blois 
is furnished with beautiful stars of radiating roads, while Forêt de Boulogne and, to some extent, Forêt 
Domaniale de Russy feature spatial plans reminiscent of the Cartesian geometry found in North Zealand. 
They are, however, more recent than the Cassini map, which indicates that the square roads were made for 
forestry purposes as in the park proper. The stars in Forêt de Blois may have been made for more recent 
recreational purposes. The integrity of the forest cover in the three forests is assessed as medium, the 
authenticity as high, while both the integrity and authenticity of the spatial plans are assessed as low.    

The vast forests around Villers-Cotterêts, that today make up the complex of Forêt Domaniale de Retz
(also called Forêt Domaniale de Villers-Cotterêts) were royal property from 1499 to 1672 (Buridant 2007), 
when the dukes of Orleans took over the property. Here, as in the other royal and courtly forests, an 
extensive net of hunting roads for the chasse à courre were laid out, the activity peaking after 1672 (Buridant 
2007). The dominant design of these systems is the traditional French in which the radiating roads of the big 
stars were connected by concentric rings of connecting “round” roads. However, in the westernmost part, 
near Crepy, two forests, Bois de Tillet and Bois Louizon (today Bois de Cresnes) were laid out with a system 
of Cartesian coordinates in the early 18th century, probably by the dukes of Orleans (Buridant pers.comm.).  
These are treated individually below. Compared with the Cassini maps (Carte Cassini [Soissons] No. 44
Feuille 5, BNF-Gallica 2013), the forest cover and spatial plan of Forêt Domaniale de Retz/Villers-Cotterêts 
are assessed as exhibiting an extraordinarily high degree of integrity and authenticity.
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In February 1663, Louis XIV invited the Danish crown prince Christian V on the first chasse à courre of his 
life in Forêt de Saint-Germain-en-Laye. Although by that time the formation of star systems had begun, 
the forest probably did not have the many stars that appear in the map of Cassini (Carte Cassini [Paris] No. 1
Feuille 1, BNF-Gallica 2013). The forest was described as originally being open (Hluszko 2009), as it is 
today, except that it is isolated in Greater Paris with big roads, a railway, a golf course and even a small 
urban area. The old hunting roads still form a myriad of stars. Nevertheless, the integrity of the forest cover 
and spatial plan are assessed as medium, and the authenticity of both as low. 

In 1676, Louis XIV bought Forêt de Marly le Roi as an extension of the forest areas around Versailles 
(Béchu and Desnos 2009), and from 1678 the forest was formed with a network of star roads and straight 
roads (Buridant 2007). A comparison between the map of Cassini and the present state shows that the forest 
has to a great extent preserved its area and forest cover (Carte Cassini [Paris] No. 1 Feuille 1, BNF-Gallica 
2013). However, urban areas and golf courses have taken their toll and the highway to Normandy (E5, A 13) 
cuts right through the forest in its entire length. Therefore, the integrity of the forest cover and spatial plan 
are assessed as medium, and the authenticity as low.

Figure 112. North is at the bottom of this map from 1723, which shows that the road stars, though not the forest cover, 
were fully established in the parks of Chaville and Meudon. Carte générale des parcs et jardins Meudon, et de Chaville 
et leurs environs, par Alexandre Lemoine, 1723. Archives départ. DesYvelines A165. Archives des Yvelines©

Also located in the vicinity of Versailles, the then royal forest of Forêt de Verrieres (Figure 45) features in 
a map dated c. 1684 with a big star surrounded by two round roads (Béchu and Desnos 2009). In the Cassini 
map, yet another half round road, a smaller star to the NW and a supplementary system of roads have been 
added (Carte Cassini [Paris] No. 1 Feuille 1, BNF-Gallica 2013). Today, the forest cover is very well 
preserved, as is the big star with the inner round road and parts of the second and third roads. New roads 
have been added that confuse the system somewhat, and a newer building surrounded by what appears to be 
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round roads also blurs the original image. Therefore, the integrity and authenticity of the forest cover is 
assessed as high, while the integrity of the road system is assessed as medium and the authenticity low.

A map from c. 1684 shows that at least one of the big stars in the Parc de Chaville, which was to become the 
Forêt de Meudon, already existed at that time. In 1695, Louis XIV bought the Chateau de Chaville as an 
extension of the hunting areas at Versailles, and a map from 1723 shows that the stars (and the many ponds) 
in the garden and park of Meudon and Chaville were by then fully established (Béchu and Desnos 2009). 
Apparently, some of the northern avenues in the open landscape between the two parks had been somewhat 
disturbed when Cassini made his map in the second half of the 18th century, and the forest cover was still 
restricted to the original parks (Carte Cassini [Paris] No. 1 Feuille 1, BNF-Gallica 2013). Today, the public 
forest boasts an impressive system of star roads, the central one of which has now become a public road 
(N118), but the road structure is, on the whole, well preserved, and both the integrity and authenticity are 
assessed as high. The two original forests have merged and the open land between them has disappeared. 
Therefore, the integrity of the forest cover is assessed as medium and the authenticity as low. 

The Forêt de Sénart, to the SE of Paris, was a royal forest in the Medieval Ages. Although it had passed to 
noble owners and did not become a royal Capitainerie de chasse until 1774 (Hluszko 2009), Louis XIV 
nevertheless reserved the hunting rights for himself in 1694 (Courcel 1930). At that time, a star of hunting 
roads was already constructed at the present Carrefour de la Mare aux Canes, where an old winding road 
passed through the swampy forest. From 1696, Louis XIV had straight roads laid out parallel to, and
perpendicular with, the old Roman highway from Ville-Saint-Georges to Corbeil (now Route Nationale N6) 

Figure 113. Forêt de Sénart. There was no master plan for the design of the hunting landscape that 
developed over more than a century and was formed by different kings as well as private owners. (Carte de 
Cassini [Paris] No.1 Feuille 1. Source Gallica-BNF-Fr. Bibliotheque Nationale de France©)
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to make the wolf hunt, in which his son took part, more accessible. Some of these roads formed a square 
around the old hunting road star at Carrefour de la Mare aux Canes. However, the design seems to have 
emerged accidentally, and was not repeated in the road structure of the forest which developed tremendously 
over the following century (Courcel 1930). This conclusion seems to be supported by the fact that, in two 
other cases (to the NW and NE), three squares are crossed by one diagonal road, but the geometry is not 
supplemented with yet another diagonal road, which would have resulted in a regular system like the one 
found in North Zealand. Stars of eight roads occur in the north-western corner of the forest, but they are not 
circumscribed by squares (Carte Cassini [Paris] No. 1 Feuille 1, BNF-Gallica 2013). Therefore, Forêt de 
Sénart has here been linked to the first category of landscapes instead of the third. The forest cover and road 
structure in Forêt de Sénart have been almost entirely preserved, and the integrity and authenticity are 
assessed as high.

The neighbouring forest of Forêt de Rougeau was also reserved for the royal hunt in 1694, and as Courcel 
put it, could be considered a twin sister of Forêt de Sénart. The king hunted here from 1725, but the work of 
laying out the shrub-covered Forêt de Rougeau with straight hunting roads only commenced in 1740, when 
the incommodities of pursuing deer fleeing from Forêt de Sénart into Forêt de Rougeau became too onerous. 
In 1749-50, the king’s nine roads were supplemented with ten more at the initiative and cost of the private 
owner, M.-E. Bourret (Courcel 1930). Cassini’s map (Carte Cassini [Fontainebleau - Etampes] No. 7 Feuille 
3, BNF-Gallica 2013) shows the fully developed road system, and the directions of the roads and the angles 
between them in this map deviate rather substantially from those in the one produced by the royal 
cartographer M. Matis in 1751 (Courcel 1930). However, the conclusion here is the same; the roads in Forêt 
de Rougeau formed stars circumscribed by squares, but the system is very irregular and the design was 
apparently accidental. Therefore, the forest has here been added to the first category of landscapes, rather 
than to the third. The forest cover and road structure are almost completely preserved in Forêt de Rougeau
and the integrity and authenticity are assessed as high.

After 1589, to the W and SW of Versailles, the forests (Forêt de Dreux, Forêt d’Yvelines, Forêt d’Ivry, etc.) 
of the present Rambouillet district at Montfort-l’Amaury and around Saint-Léger-en-Yvelines (Bechu and 
Desnos 2009) were laid out with a large number of hunting roads, some of which are now used as common 
roads (Carte Cassini [Paris] No. 1 Feuille 1, [Evreux-Dreux] No. 26 Feuille 7, BNF-Gallica 2013). Today, the 
original forest areas have even been expanded and merged. In Forêt d’Yvelines, the original square road 
system has, to a large extent, been preserved, at times disturbed by more irregular roads and even a star road, 
and at times divided into smaller sections for forestry purposes. However, it is still recognisable. In the forest 
to the SE of Poigny la Forêt, the original square road system is preserved almost in its entirety, and in the 
forest to the NW, W and SW of St. Leger, the many star roads and the variable forest cover, which features 
in the Cassini map, have been beautifully preserved. According to the official guide of Forêt de Dreux, an 
octagonal pavilion was added to the greatest star in 1756 by the count d’Eu. This is considered a later, 
historically interesting addition, and not a reason for referring the forest to the category, which centres on 
buildings. The integrity and authenticity of these forests are assessed as high.

To the north of Paris in the forests of Folembray à Cousy, a star circumscribed by round roads was 
apparently laid out before 1655, and is clearly visible in a plan from 1666. At that time, it may only have 
been used by the king’s hunting officers, because it was too close to the former combat zones of the Thirty 
Years’ War (Buridant 2007). The star is clearly visible in Forêt de St. Basse at the Cassini map but without 
any round roads. The forest cover was apparently good (Carte Cassini [Laon- Noyon] No. 43 Feuille 13, 
BNF-Gallica 2013). Today, the big star with the remains of round roads and three smaller stars still exist in 
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the forest at Folembray, which appears to have preserved its forest cover well. The integrity and authenticity 
of the forest cover are thus assessed as high, and those of the spatial plan as being medium and high, 
respectively.

In 1659, Louis XIV donated Chantilly to Louis II de Bourbon, 4th prince de Condé (Laporte 2004b). At 
Chantilly, Le Nôtre created his famous stars and tables in 1669, and during the centuries that followed, not 
only the forests of Chantilly, but also those of l’Halatte and Ermenonville became richly adorned with 
hunting roads. The forests were used for royal hunts, and have therefore been included in the comparison. 
Apart from those in the forest at Le Lys and Forêt de Royaumont, all the road systems in these forests are 
typically French, with big stars and round roads, and have been extended so many times that the resulting 
pattern is very unsystematic, as can be inferred from the maps of Cassini: Carte Cassini [Beauvais/Levée 
1751] No. 2 Feuille 2 and [Soissons] No. 44 Feuille 5, BNF-Gallica 2013). In the western part of Forêt de 
Chantilly, a forest area has been turned into an urban area, but the original road structure has been preserved. 
The three forests have merged, which means that the open area between Forêt de Chantilly and Forêt 
d’Ermenonville is now tree-covered (Parc Natural regionale Oise-Pays de France). Although the forest cover 
is almost intact, it has a different make-up now than at that time. The road structures are beautifully 
preserved. The integrity of the forest cover is assessed as medium and the authenticity as high, while both the 
integrity and authenticity of the road structure are assessed as high. 

 

Poland 
The absolute monarchs of Poland during the period are identical to those of Brandenburg/Berlin, Saxony, 
and Russia. In 1740, the Saxon prime minister, count Heinrich von Brühl (1700-1763) gave up his residence
in Dresden and bought the estate of Brühl near Pförten (present day Brody) to create a “Wendisch 
Paradies”, where the Saxon Elector Friedrich August II (1696/r.1733-1763), who was king of Poland 
(August III) from 1735 to 1763 could stay during his travels from the Polish capital of Warsaw to Dresden in 
Saxony (Wecke 2011). In the forest south of Pförten, von Brühl created a hunting landscape of eight roads. 
The roads had names, but later the system was supplemented with a number of parallel clearings, which were 
numbered with Roman numerals, as was usual in Saxony. In 1800, a round hunting lodge, “Stern” was 
erected in the centre of the Great Star (Pappenheim 1939). The pavilion was demolished in 1945, but the 
eight main roads have been preserved because they are in use for forestry purposes (Wecke 2011a). Today, 
two are public roads, one of them (no. 289) being the 13 km long axis between Forst and Brody. The 
integrity and authenticity of both the forest cover and the original spatial plan are assessed as high.

  

Saxony 
Before 1560 Elector August of Saxony (1526/r1553-86) laid out a star of eight glades in the forest of the 
Dresdner Heide with an enclosure for wild boar in its centre. The roads were made for the German hunt, as 
the enclosure was also called a “Treybe Gartten” (Gebauer 1904). According to Barthel (1935), the wild boar 
might also be let out in the surrounding forest before a hunt, in which case the animals were chased by the 
hunters with cross bows.
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Figure 114. Section of map of the Dresdner Heide made by Matthias Öder between 1586 and 1607, and
reproduced in Ruge 1889.This road design was recommended by Johan Täntzer as ideal for a German hunt 
(Täntzer 1682).  http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/de/b/b0/Oeder_TafelIX.jpg

The landscape in the Dresdner Heide in other words was not meant for par force hunting, but it is included in 
the comparison because it was the first known German star design, and because it made use of a numbering 
system for the roads. The roads are numbered clockwise from 1 to 8, beginning with number 1 to the east.
The meeting points between the radiating and the interconnecting roads were called Crosses and numbered 
from 2 through 6 (Barthel 1935). In 1710, Elector Friedrich August I (1670/r.1694-1733) built a hunting 
lodge in the centre of the star, but this was demolished in 1850. In 1735 yet another 1.5 round roads were 
added. Today, parts of the star roads are still preserved as “Alte Eins” and “Alte Acht” in the town plan of 
Dresden (Barthel 1935), and a recent stone post with the road numbers marks the centre of the star in the 
remains of the once much larger Dresdner Heide. The integrity of the forest cover is assessed as medium, the 
authenticity as high, while the integrity and authenticity of the road system are assessed as low.

In 1696, Elector Friedrich August I (1670/r.1694-1733) commissioned Egon Fürst von Fürstenberg to lay out 
the forests at the old hunting castle in Wermsdorff for par force hunting, and in 1721, the king also founded 
Hubertusburg, the new castle of residence, in the village. Today, the forests at Wermsdorff contain a system 
of straight avenues, which replaced the old one in 1740-41 (Gemeindeverwaltung Wermsdorff 2010). It has 
not been possible to ascertain the reason for the new lay out at Wermsdorff, which consists of extremely 
regular rectangles without any stars. It may have been intended for the so-called German hunts, but was more 
likely designed for increasingly important forestry purposes, as was the case in many other German states in 
the 18th century. Further research is necessary to answer this question, but what remains in the comparison of 
the European par force hunting landscapes is the fact that the original system was destroyed in 1740-41, and 
therefore cannot be included.
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In 1722 Friedrich August I founded a stud in Graditz in present day Torgau in Saxony. Here he built the 
castle of Graditz and the adjacent forest was laid out with one large and some smaller stars. Both forest and 
the large star are nicely preserved, and some of the smaller stars are also recognizable. As the area suffered 
severely during both World Wars, it must be assumed that the present road structure is the original, but 
without original maps it is hard to assess the integrity and authenticity of the system.

Figure 115.The present state oft the system in Friedewald Moritzburg. The map shows that the original 
number IV has been switched to the “round road”. Otherwise the road system appears well preserved. 
www.Schloss-Moritzburg.de

From 1728, Friedrich August I also had the park at the old hunting castle of Moritzburg renovated and a star 
of eight arms numbered with Roman digits was established in the Friedewald forest. In the centre of this 
star, a “Hellhaus” was erected in 1787. The star is still preserved in the forest, and in spite of the Hellhaus 
(also preserved), the forest is compared to forests in which stars are not centered on buildings, because the 
Hellhaus was a later addition to the system. The integrity and authenticity of both forest and road structure is 
cautiously assessed as high.

Saxony-Anhalt 
The par force hunt was introduced in 1709 by Leopold I (1676/r.1693-1747), who literally became an 
absolute ruler by buying out all his nobility. The par force hunt was not looked upon mildly by the local 
population (Küster & Hoppe 2010), which suggests that it was given high priority. However, information 
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about the hunting landscapes is lacking. Apparently, the oldest hunting landscape with straight rides in 
Saxony-Anhalt was made around 1680 in a deer park in Dessau (Pappenheim 1939). Another, that also 
featured a star of roads, was erected at Schloss Oranienbaum (Küster & Hoppe 2010), but none of the two 
parks have survived.

In the Ochsenstall Wiesen at Mühlenberghäuser near Dessau Küster & Hoppe (2010)  suggest that a hunting 
road star was constructed. Judging from http://maps.google.co.uk, 23.8.2010, some stars may also have been 
created in the Mosigkauer Heide between the new residential castle of Mosigkau (built 1752-56, Küster & 
Hoppe 2010) and the small hunting castle Schloss Haideburg (built 1782-83, ibid.). If so, they must have 
been made after Leopold I and his son built the castle of Mosigkau around 1750. Hunting roads may have 
also have existed in the Oranienbaumer Heide (maps.google.dk 30.7.2012). There are apparently no known 
original plans of hunting road systems in Saxony-Anhalt, and what remains of the systems is very poorly  
preserved. In the present comparison, the integrity and authenticity of the landscapes have therefore been 
assessed as low.

Sweden 
In 1680-82, Carl XI (1655/r. 1660-1697) introduced the so-called Carolingian Absolutism, and very soon 
after his coup, the king created a road star of 12 arms “Stora Jakten” in the hunting park of Djurgården just 
outside Stockholm (Kardell 2003). The precise date of the system and its function is unknown, but it was 
presumably made for par force hunting between 1682 and 1685 (Örjan Kardell pers. comm.). Four of the 
roads survived and recently the star has been restored (Urban Emanuelsson pers.comm.). The forest in “Stora 
Jakten” in Djurgården is preserved, and its integrity and authenticity are assessed as high, those of the road 
system as low.

Contemporary with the king’s Stora Jakten a landscape was created in the forest at the estate Ekholmen 
Slott at the lake Mälaren apparently (Kardell 2003, Figure 102) by his chancellor, ward, and uncle, Magnus 
Gabriel de la Gardie (1622-1686). De la Gardie lost Ekholmen Slott by the so-called ‘reduction’ after 1682. 
The landscape must either date from before 1682, or further research might show that it was made after the 
king’s confiscation of the property. This possibility is the reason why it has been included in the comparison. 
The system features in two maps, of which the oldest is from 1688 (Kardell 2003), and it consisted of a great 
star of 12 arms, and a smaller of six. It was, in other words, bigger than that in Djurgården. The forest cover 
and remains of three of the roads in both stars are still preserved. The integrity and authenticity of the forest 
cover are assessed as high, and those of the roads as low.

Conclusion of comparison of landscapes with star geometry centered on nature 
In the second half of the 17th century, many royal hunting landscapes in France were laid out with straight 
hunting roads for the par force hunt/chasse à courre, which had become emblematic of the king in the 16th

century. The crucial new element in the design of these landscapes was the star of (eight) straight hunting 
roads meeting in a central place and designed to facilitate the hunt in several ways, but never centering on a 
building. The interchange of ideas was swift, and the application of the par force hunt as being emblematic 
of an absolute monarch soon spread from France to other absolutist states in Europe: In Prussia for example, 
the new king, Friedrich Wilhelm I adopted the star road pattern, both in his capital of Berlin and later also in 
his hunting forests around the capital. In Sweden – the ally of France – the king had a road star laid out upon 
introducing absolute rule, and later, the rulers of Saxony-Anhalt and Poland created similar landscapes.
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The identified landscapes have been compared to assess the degree to which they express this development 
and interchange of ideas and the degree to which they muster the proposed crucial attributes of Outstanding 
Universal Value found in the proposed property in North Zealand:

a preserved forest cover
a spatial plan focusing on nature
stars of eight hunting roads circumscribed by roads forming squares
numbered stones and/or numerical place names
emblematic markers, such as stones or castles.

The landscapes have also been compared in terms of their authenticity and integrity.

Although the spatial plans of all the 28 landscapes compared above include at least one star of eight, straight 
hunting roads, none of them has a spatial plan, in which this star is circumscribed by interconnecting roads 
forming a square. They are thus all outranked in comparison with the two proposed forest in North Zealand. 
In Saxony a numerical naming system was applied for the star roads, but as no “square” roads were added, 
the practical and emblematic possibilities of the design were not fully exploited. Thus, even though the 
design of these 28 landscapes was not centered on a building, and even though many of them are old and 
have a high degree of integrity and authenticity, it is here proposed that they are all outranked in comparison 
to the proposed forests in North Zealand.

Landscapes with stars centered on buildings 
Table 3.2. 7. Landcapes with stars centering on buildings.

Country/state Site Established Forest cover Spatial plan Total
Integrity Authenticity Integrity Authenticity

Baden-
Württemberg

Karlsruhe 1715 1 1 3 1 5

Solitude c. 1765 2 2 1 1 6
Bavaria Lustheim 1685 3 2 2 2 9

Carlsberg 1727 3 2 3 2 10
Kaiserhammer 1761 3 2 2 2 9

Belgium Tervueren 1744 1 1 2 1 5
Mariemont c. 1750 2 1 1 1 5

Hesse Kranichstein 1708 3 2 3 2 10
Lower Saxony Sternhaus-

Berg
Before 1687 3 2 1 1 7

Clemenswerth 1737 3 2 3 2 10
Nordrhein-
Westphalia

Kottenforst 1755 3 2 3 2

Pomerania Ludwigslust 1731 2 2 2 2 8
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Baden-Württemberg 
In 1715, Margrave Karl Wilhelm of Baden-Durlach (1679/r.1709-38) placed his residence castle Karlsruhe
right in the centre of a star of 32 roads radiating into the surrounding forest.The roads were apparently 
numbered as well as given names. A “round road”, an avenue formed a circle around the castles’ garden and 
cour d’honneur. Within this park area were three overlapping squares of roads, the intersections of which 
were adorned with sculptures, cf. Figure 103. Today, the forest has almost disappeared, and the castle is 
almost completely surrounded by the city of Karlsruhe. The original design is still visible in the city’s plan,
where almost all the original roads are more or less preserved, but only five of them still extend into the 
remains of forest. The integrity and authenticity of the forest cover is therefore assessed as low, the integrity 
of the road system as high, and its authenticity as low.

According to Sauerländer (1825), Duke Carl Eugen of Württemberg (1728/r. 1744-98) introduced the par 
force hunt to Baden-Württemberg, and had hunting roads made in the forests around Ludwigsburg. Probably, 
Sauerländer refers to the systems in the forests at Schloss Solitude, built in 1763.

Figure 116. Drawing of Schloss Solitude and surroundings in 1784. Landesmuseum Württemberg©

Schloss Solitude and Schloss Ludwigsburg were connected by a 13 km long straight road, and a drawing 
from 1784 shows that this was supplemented with four radiating roads running into the forests to the north of 
the castle. In all other directions, the castle’s park was connected with the surrounding forest by a system of 
straight roads forming stars of up to eight arms. The landscape at Schloss Solitude was thus in complete 
accordance with the principles of Savot (Bessin 2001), and is here catagorised as focusing on the castle.
Today, the area around Stuttgart and Ludwigsburg are heavily populated. The forest around Schloss Solitude
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is, however, well preserved and so are two big stars behind the castle. One of the star roads connects the 
castle with the Wildpark, while another straight road goes from the SE side of the castle’s garden into the 
Wildpark. The integrity and authenticity of the forest cover is assessed as being medium, the integrity and 
authenticity of the road system as low.

Bavaria 
In 1685, Elector Maximilian Emanuel (1662/r. 1679-1726) added the castle of Lustheim as a point de vue in 
the main axis of the old castle of Schleissheim. From Lustheim eight axes radiated out, one of which formed 
the central axis of the garden. The other seven were clearings reaching far into the surrounding forest, and 
were made for aesthetic, emblematic, as well as practical, reasons. A lantern in the central tower of Schloss 
Lustheim allowed the sovereign to follow the par force hunt in the forests around the castle. Today, a fair 
amount of the forest is preserved, and five of the eight axes are still visible in the landscape, one as road 
S12053. Of two others, small parts remain. The integrity and authenticity of the forest cover is here assessed 
as high, the integrity of the roads as medium, and their authenticity as high. 

At Schloss Weikersheim, from 1727 to 1736, count Carl Ludwig (1674/r. 1702-1756) built the small 
hunting lodge of Carslberg. The design of the landscape with a star of eight roads, which radiated into the
forest around it, was the deciding factor in the design of the building. Similar to Clemenswerth (cf. Lower

Figure 117. Plan af the park at Schloss Schleissheim witk Schloss Lustheim. Note the remains of the par 
force hunting clearings radiating from Schloss Lustheim. Wikimedia Commons. 24.9.2013. 

Saxony below), eight pavilions were erected at the roads, forming a circle around the hunting lodge. Today, 
two of the pavilions and five of the roads remain in the well preserved forest at Carlsberg. The integrity and 
authenticity of both forest cover and road system are assessed as high.
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Figure 118.. The original plan of Kaiserhammer as pictured by J.Th.B. Helfrecht. From Pappenheim 1939.

From 1762, Margrave Friedrich der Gütige of Brandenburg-Bayreuth (Brandenburg-Kulmbach) laid out the 
park around the castle of Kaiserhammer an der Eger for the par force hunt with a big star of eight hunting 
roads connected by round roads and a with central hunting lodge, “Das Rondell” (Pappenheim 1939, Müssel 
1961, Müssel 1966).  The park also had a smaller star, which was adorned with a building in 1762 (Merten 
1966). After the death of Friedrich the park was no longer used for par force hunts, in 1791 both the main 
wing and the Rondell lodge were already in ruins, and the remaining castle wing was sold. A couple of years 
later, the remains of the Rondell building were recycled as building material for the new Schloss 
Alexandersbad (Müssel 1961). Today the big star is well preserved as a beloved recreation area in the 
Rondellwald (Müssel 1961), and five of the connecting round roads do still exist, whereas traces of the small 
star are hard to see. The integrity and authenticity of the forest cover are assessed as high, and those of the 
spatial plan as medium and high respectively.

Belgium 
In 1744 the new Austrian governor Charles Alexander de Lorraine (1712/r.1744-1780) laid out parts of the 
forests of Soignes south of Brussels with star-like systems of hunting roads, using the castles of Tervuren
(demolished in 1782) and Boitforts (also demolished in the late 18th century) as hunting castles. The system 
at Tervuren was designed with a building at the centre of the star, and although it was never built 
(pers.comm. Michel Maziers), it has therefore herein been referred to the group centering on buildings. From 
1780-90, a system of straight rides (dreves) was made around the present day Waterloosesteenweg 
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(pers.comm. Michel Maziers). Today the area is much disturbed by urban development, though partly 
preserved in the park at Tervuren. The integrity and authenticity of the forest cover are assessed as low, the 
integrity of the spatial plan as medium and its authenticity as low.

In 1750, the old hunting estate of Mariemont was recommended to Charles de Lorraine as an area fit for the 
establishment of an equipage, and in 1763 the park at Mairemont had been laid out with avenues and a star 
for the purpose (Lemoine-Isabeau 1980). Later, the prince had the surrounding forests of Morlanwetz, 
Viscagnes, and la Croix, and a heath area, Montaigu, put at his disposal and, from 1766 to 1774, he extended 
the hunting roads into these areas. In one of the stars in the original park, Charles de Lorraine built a pavilion
in 1771, Le Kioste (Kiosque), which he used for his lunches during the hunt (Lemoine-Isabeau 1980). Only 
this star in the original park has been preserved. The integrity and authenticity of the forest cover are 
assessed as medium and low, while the integrity and authenticity of the spatial plane are assessed as low.

Figure 119. Section of the map of the hunting forests around Darmstadt with the road star at Dianaburg laid out by 
the Margrave of Hessen in 1765. Hessisches Staatsarchiv Darmstadt 396/2/1383©

 

Hesse 
Inspired by Louis XIV, count Ernst Ludwig (1678/r.1688-1739) introduced his absolute par force hunt in 
1708, and subsequently had the forests near Darmstadt laid out for it (Siebert s.a.). The castle Kranichstein
became the central hunting castle, but in addition, Ernst Ludwig built 29 other houses, shooting houses, or 
pavilions for his hunt, among them the par force hunting pavilion Dianaburg, around which a star of ten arms 
was laid out. The entire hunting landscape did not centre on Schloss Kranichstein in the strict sense in which 
this has been interpreted herein, but avenues were added at the castle to convey the impression that it was the 
centre of the entire landscape. Because of this, and because of the par force road star at the Dianaburg, the
landscape has herein been referred to the second category (landscapes with stars centering on buildings). The 
forests at Darmstadt were well mapped, cf. Figure 95, and the roads are all preserved, partly as public roads 
(Heiss 1996). Although the area is partly urbanised, the integrity and authenticity of both forest cover and 
spatial plan are therefore assessed as high.

182



THE PAR FORCE HUNTING LANDSCAPE IN NORTH ZEALAND

Figure 120. View from a window in the Rondellturm of Schloss Kranichstein to the preserved par force 
hunting avenue in the park, which today continues in Kranichsteiner Strasse. The design gives the 
impression that the castle is situated at the centre of a road star. The rest of the absolute par force hunting 
landscape at Darmstadt was laid out in the surrounding forests without any direct relation to the castle, but 
the par force hunting pavilion Dianaburg was placed in the centre of a road star. Photo Ib Welling 2009©

 

Lower Saxony 
Before 1687, Duke Rudolf August (1624/r.1666-1704) of the former Duchy of Braunschweig-Wolffenbüttel, 
had a hunting lodge in the Lechlumer Holz, Das Sternhaus, placed in the centre of eight roads forming a star 
and surrounded by round roads. Although it has been considered part of the garden of the castle in 
Braunschweig (Bessin 2001), the Sternhaus was built as a hunting lodge for a duke who was a keen hunter, 
and the function of the roads cannot have been entirely ornamental. According to Bessin, the inspiration of 
the landscape at Braunschweig came directly from Marly in Saint-Germain-en-Laye (Bessin 2001).

Today, only the main road, the Barockstrasse (now Neuer Weg), which was the road between Braunschweig 
and Wolffenbüttel still exists (Bessin 2001). The integrity and authenticity of the forest cover are high, but
those of the spatial plan are assessed as so low that the landscape might have been excluded from the 
comparison.
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Figure 121. The original road system at Braunschweig with Sternhaus Berg in the centre. (Niedersachsiches 
Staatsarchiv Wolfenbüttel, K 179. Here reproduced from Bessin 2001)

In 1737, Elector-Clemens-August I of Bavaria (1760/1723-1761) built the hunting castle of Clemenswerth
in Sögel, Emsland (1737-47). The castle, the interior of which is adorned with hunting motifs, sits in the 
center of a baroque park with eight pavilions surrounding it, and the eight avenues did not extend far into the 
surrounding landscape. Even so, the landscape was eagerly used for par force hunts, and inspired the 
introduction of this hunt in Baden-Württemberg in 1774 (Richter 1999). The entire landscape is well 
preserved, and its integrity and authenticity are assessed as high.

Figure 122. At Schloss Clemenswerth, the castle rather than nature is at the centre of the hunting park 
landscape.  http://www.clemenswerth.de/index.php?con_lang=1&con_cat=44&con_art=63. 31.8.2011
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Nordrhein-Westphalen 
The forest of Kottenforst near Bonn was a hunting ground for the rulers in the area ever since the Roman 
time, and in the 18th century, the archbishops of Cologne had the forest laid out with a net of straight hunting
roads, presumably for the German hunt (D’Hein 2008, Hocker 1997).

Figure 123. The impressive road star in the landscape at Kottenforst ca. 1815.Reproduction Geobasis NRW.
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Around 1755 Elector-Palatine Clemens August I of Bavaria (1760/r.1723-1761) added a system of par force 
hunting roads with a big star for his par force hunt. Later the hunting castle Schloss Herzogsfreude was 
erected at its centre. Five of the originally eight roads do still exist in the forest, although the castle was 
ceded after the death of Clemens-August in 1761, and demolished by the French after 1803 (D’Hein 2008). 

Figure 124. Schloss Herzogsfreude was erected between 1753 and 1755 and the par force hunting roads 
which centered on the castle were measured out in 1727. Even so, the entire landscape focuses on the 
magnificent par force hunting castle of Clemens August I of Bavaria. De.Wikipedia.org. 24.9.2013

As the only road star in Kottenforst serves more as a marker of the central par force hunting castle than as a
waiting point (relais) during a par force hunt, the landscape has here been referred to the category centering 
on buildings, even though the castle was added to the landscape, and is no longer extant. Today, both forest 
cover and road system are well preserved, and thus the integrity and authenticity of both are assessed as high.
Clemens-August was also active in Lower Saxony (see above).
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Figure 125. An engraving from c. 1730 shows a hunting landscape with two big stars connected with several 
round roads laid out in the forests at the residence castle in Schwedt an der Oder (Pappenheim 1939).
Judging from this plan of the Estate of Schwedt an der Oder, Duke Friedrich Wilhelm of Brandenburg-
Schwedt (1700/r.1711-1771) only created one star with round roads in the forest at the castle in Schwedt an 
der Oder. All other clearings were made as squares. The star has not been preserved. General=Carte von 
der Herrschaft Schwedt. 1774. F.G. Geppert. Geheimes Staatsarchiv Presussischer Kulturbesitz©

Pomerania 
In 1702, Duke Friedrich Wilhelm of Mecklenburg-Schwerin (1675-1713/r.1692) made an appointment with 
the city of Rostock to reserve him the hunting rights in the Rostocker Heide for the rest of his life (Kramer & 
Fried 2000). Apparently, he did not systematically accommodate the landscape with hunting roads, although 
some long rides, e.g. the Schnatermann-Schneisse are found in the forest.

In 1708, his younger brother, Christian Ludwig II (1683-1756/r.1728) was presented with the “Amt von 
Grabow” as his apanage, and with it came the right to hunt in the areas between Neustadt, Grabow and 
Klenow. He built the Baroque hunting castle of Ludwigslust in Klenow (1731-34), and had the forests laid 
out for the par force hunt. A long clearing in the forest along the main axis of the castle became the base of 
the system (Kramer 2000), which thus centered on a building. However, the most impressive star of 14 roads 
was placed in the forest to the west of the castle. Eleven of the roads are still preserved, while another of 
eight roads today constitute the centre of the town of Ludwigslust. The integrity and authenticity of both 
forest and spatial cover are assessed as medium and high, respectively.
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Figure 126. Behrens, Special plan of Ludwigslust. Reproduced from Kramer & Fried 2000.

Conclusion of comparison of landscapes with star geometry centered on a building 
In the first half of the 18th century, particularly in the states of the Holy Roman Empire, the idea that the par 
force hunt was emblematic of an absolute monarch spread, as did that of laying out a veritable landscape of 
power especially for this kind of hunt. Contrary to the development in France, that in the German states often 
included a central building, which was added for both practical and emblematic reasons. As in the French 
landscapes, the crucial design element was the star of (eight) straight hunting roads meeting in the central 
place, e.g., at a building.

The identified landscapes have been compared to assess the degree to which they express this development 
and demonstrate an interchange of ideas and the degree to which they muster the proposed crucial attributes 
of Outstanding Universal Value found in the proposed property in North Zealand:

a preserved forest cover
a spatial plan focusing on nature
stars of eight hunting roads circumscribed by roads forming squares
numbered stones and/or numerical place names
emblematic markers, such as stones or castles.

The landscapes have also been compared as to their authenticity and integrity.

Although the spatial plans of all 12 German and Belgian landscapes compared above include at least one star 
of eight, straight hunting roads, none of them has a spatial plan, in which this star is circumscribed by 
interconnecting roads forming a square. Moreover, the spatial plan focuses in all cases on a building, rather 
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than on nature. The landscapes are thereby all outranked in comparison with the proposed property in North 
Zealand. Even though these 12 landscapes have a high degree of integrity and authenticity, and although 
three of them are old, it is here proposed that they are all outranked in comparison with the proposed series in 
North Zealand. 

Landscapes with stars circumscribed by squares 
Forty-eight identified and preserved par force hunting landscapes in Europe have been investigated and
compared as regards the: 

geometry of their spatial plan 
degree to which the spatial plan centres on nature 
originality of the plan and exploitation of the emblematic and practical possibilities of the design
integrity and authenticity of the landscape.

Eight of the analysed par force hunting landscapes in Europe met some or all of these prerequisites, cf. Table3.2.5.
The eight landscapes in Baden-Württemberg, Denmark, France, and Russia (Table 3.2.8) are presented below 
in more detail (listed alphabetically by country) and are also compared with regard to their spatial plan and 
originality. 

Table 3.2.8. Landscapes with stars circumscribed by squares.
Country/State Site Age One masterplan Later additions 

to spatial plan
Baden-
Württemberg

Käfertal 1747 Probably Yes

Ketcher Wald 1749 Yes No
Denmark Store Dyrehave 1687-90 Yes No

Gribskov 1691-98 Yes No
France Forêt de Le Lys After 1719 No Yes

Bois de 
Royaumont, 
Bois de Bonnet

After 1739 No Yes

Bois de Tillet Early 18th century Probably Yes
Russia Gatchina 1765-1798 Probably No

 

Baden-Württemberg   
This Bundesland was established in 1952 by the combination of the former dukedom of Baden, the former 
kingdom of Württemberg and the Prussian district of Sigmaringen of Hohenzollern. During the period under 
investigation (1648-1806), the area suffered from the wars between France and the other European countries.
After the Pfalzian war of succession (1688-97), in the southern part the power was in the hands of the Elector
Palatines of the Pfalz-Neuburger branch, and during their rule, the court’s hunt flourished. In particular, the 
Elector Palatines Johann Wilhelm (III. 1658/r.1690-1716), Carl Philipp (III. 1661/r.1716-1742), and Carl 
Theodor (IV. 1724/r. 1742-99) made use of the hunt as part of their royal representation (Pirl 1999). Until 
1720, the elector-palatines resided in Düsseldorf (now in Nordrhein-Pfalz), but the castle of Schwetzingen 
near Heidelberg became the summer residence of the court. However, when the par force hunt was 
introduced by Carl Theodor IV in 1747, the forests near Käfertal, NE of the residence in Mannheim, were 
chosen for the purpose (Richter 1999).
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Figure 127. Käfertal Wald with its hunting roads. In the central star are the ruins of the hunting lodge. 
Militärische Umgebungskarte der Kurpfalz, 1801. Hansgerd Zürchner. Stadtarchiv Mannheim - ISG©

There is no map from 1747 of the forest landscape at Käfertal, which was fenced in as a deer park by a wall
of pine-boards, but there is reason to believe that the map from 1801 shows the systems as it was (Richter 
1999). The roads in Käfertal centered on a hunting lodge, which was erected in the middle of the star, named 
the Carlsstern. Nothing is known about the building, but it features in the map from 1801 as “Ruine”. A
numbering system was used for the stone posts marking the boarders between the hunting estates of the 
Electorate of Mainz, the Electorate-Palatine of Worm, and the Electorate of Pfalz, but not for the hunting 
roads. The lay out of the landscape was inspired by Clemenswerth in Lower Saxony, but the sources do not 
say anything about the reason why the Carlsstern was circumscribed by “square roads”, which was not the 
case at Clemenswerth (Richter 1999).
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Figure 128. The preserved forest cover and hunting roads in Käfertal, Baden-Württemberg. Ida M. 
Grundahl©

Richter (1999) states that in 1999 six of the eight roads were still preserved, and this is confirmed by the map 
analysis, cf. Figure 128. Some more or less complete minor stars along the Lange Allee feature in a modern 
map, but they are recent additions to the road system, which has also been gravely disturbed by the addition 
of square roads for forestry purposes. 

Carl Theodor IV planned to demolish the old hunting castle at Schwetzingen and build a new one after the 
same plan as that of Clemenswerth, i.e. in the middle of a star of eight hunting roads (Pirl 1999). Apparently 
it was also the intention that the design should cite that in Käfertal (Richter 1999), so that the court could 
hunt par force at Schwetzingen. However, the new hunting castle was never realized, and instead, Carl 
Theodor decided to make the old castle at Schwetzingen his summer residence. The planned position of the 
hunting castle is today marked by the central Arions-Brunn fountain in the park, and the main Baroque axis 
is still extending into the surrounding landscape (Pirl 1999). Richter (1999) suggests that the plans of 
establishing a grandiose par force hunting landscape at Schwetzingen were furthermore abandoned, because 
the court already used the forest at Käfertal for this type of hunt.
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Figure 129. Schwetzingen. Sketch for the palace garden and hunting park. The Ketscher Wald to the upper 
left.(North is to the right on the map) Entwurf zum Schlossgarten mit Jagdpark. Bayerische Verwaltung der 
Staatlichen Sclösser, Gärten und Seen©

In 1749, the Ketcher Wald forest at Schwetzingen was, however, planned as a park for the par force hunt. 
The architect was the French Nicolas de Pigage, who almost turned the hunting park at Schwetzingen into a
garden. His design was based on the classical stars of Le Nôtre and it did have the square roads, but it was 
more ornamental Rococo than practical and emblematic Baroque. A hunter would never have planned the 
two “snails” of roads that appear in the design of Nicolas de Pigage, and maybe they were never realized
(Pirl 1999). I any case, Pigage’s Rococo design of the Ketcher Wald forest at Schwetzingen, and his reuse of 
the design in the (garden) park of the castle Benrath near Düsseldorf two decades later (Klein 1952) are 
testimonies to the very representative role of the par force hunt got at the German courts in the 18th century, 
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and to the ever intimate and undulating relationship between the design of gardens, parks and cultural 
landscapes.

An engraving shows a par force hunt on red deer in front of the castle of Schwetzingen (Pirl 1999), however 
it remains uncertain whether the Ketcher Wald was sometimes used for hunting purposes (Richter 1999), or 
whether the pictured scene was merely of symbolic significance. Today, the avenue from the castle to the 
central star is preserved as the continuation of the Bundesstrasse 36 at the Ketcher entrance to the garden.  
The north-western part of Pigage’s hunting forest is no longer extant, but the south-eastern part with the 
small star, the round roads, and two of the square roads circumscribing the circle remain (Pirl 1999).

Figure 130. The preserved forest cover and spatial plan of the Ketcher Wald at Schloss Schwetzingen,
Baden-Württemberg. Ida M. Grundahl©

Denmark 
The par force hunting forests of Store Dyrehave and Gribskov have been described above, and their history 
has been presented. Here only the maps for comparison with those of the six other preserved landscapes 
where Cartesian geometry has been applied are presented. The historical map, including both Store Dyrehave 
and Gribskov, is the map of North Zealand from c. 1685; it documents that the entire hunting landscape was 
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designed and laid out in one process. The map distinguishes between the roads (reddish lines) and the 
clearings of secondary order, some of which have now disappeared.

Figure 131. Section of map from c. 1685 with the hunting landscape around Hillerød (Frederiksborg Slot), which was 
laid out according to one masterplan. Today, Store Dyrehave and Gribskov are the best preserved areas of the forest, 
and their spatial plans are herein proposed as being of outstanding universal value by employing a combination of 
numbered, radiating star roads and “square” roads, and thus combining ideas from France and Saxony in an 
ingenious new way. Map of North Zealand c.1685. Danish National Archives© 
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Figure 132. The preserved forest cover and spatial plan of Store Dyrehave, Denmark. Ida M. Grundahl©

The modern map of Store Dyrehave shows that the subdivisions of the squares, which were originally made 
as clearings, have been preserved hardly anywhere in the forest, although they were present in 1823. 
However, is it here suggested that enough remains of the original spatial plan to convey a clear impression of 
the landscape’s design, which was a combination of the star roads known from both France and Saxony, the 
numerical naming system known only from Saxony, and the “square roads” otherwise known only as old 
road systems, or as road systems mostly applied for the German hunt. This combination of design elements 
was a new achievement, and no other landscapes have been identified, in which the advantages of the design 
have been exploited as well as they are in North Zealand.
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Figure 133. The preserved forest cover and spatial plan of Gribskov, Denmark. Ida M. Grundahl©

France 
The French landscapes in this comparison were not shaped by the king but by the princes of Condé (Forêt 
du Lys, Bois de Royaumont and Bois de Bonnet) and the dukes of Orleans (Bois de Tillet). The landscapes 
have been included in the comparison because of the obvious competition between the sovereign and his 
family, which resulted in the king’s eventual inclusion of hunts in the princely landscapes in his programmes 
for foreign visitors. 

In 1719, Prince Louis-Henri de Bourbon Condé (1692-1740) began to plant the forest of Fôret du Lys in the 
plain at Lys north of the river Theve at Chantilly. From the beginning, the new forest was laid out with 
straight roads “pour la commodité de la chasse” (Peloye 2007). Maps from 1724 and 1751 (Peloye 2007b) 
document that the project was realised gradually. The design incorporated the already existing Chaussé du 
Roy, which, crossing the valley of the Theve, connected the new forest with that of Bois de Royaumont to 
the south. Parallel with this, two new NS-roads were laid out, and in 1739 the Condé got permission from the 
clerical owners to prolong all three roads into the forests to the south of the river. This plan was not carried 
out until his younger brother Louis-Joseph (1736-1818) had come of age, and the result features in the map 
from 1751 (Peloye 2007b): A regular network of stars circumscribed by quadrilaterals of (almost) equal 
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sides, which also appears in Cassini’s map from 1756 (Carte Cassini [Soissons] No. 44 Feuille 5, BNF-
Gallica 2013). The design may have taken forestry into consideration, but the roads were primarily made for 
par force hunting (Peloye 2007b). From 1925, the Forêt du Lys was turned into a “Ville de Parc”, the urban 
area of Forêt de Le Lys, with a golf course, some of the old roads disappeared and many had their original 
names replaced by numbers (Peloye 2007b). Thus, the numbering system has no relation to the hunt 
whatsoever, but it serves the same purpose as it did in the hunting forests: to ease orientation in the spatial 
structure.

Figure 134. The preserved forest cover and spatial plan of Forêt de Le Lys, France. In Le Lys, the Chaussé du Roy is 
today called the 6th avenue. Ida M. Grundahl©

Figure 135. Forêt du Lys and Bois de Royaumont. Extrait de la carte de Cassini de 1756. L’ALMA. Reproduced from 
Peloye 2007b
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The French revolution stopped the development in the area for half a century, but in 1818, Louis-Joseph, 
who had been exiled, recovered most of his property at Chantilly, including the Forêt du Lys. Upon his death 
the same year, his son Louis-Henri-Joseph (1756/r.1818-1830) continued his father’s restoration work, and 
in 1819 bought the forests of Bois de Royaumont and Bois de Bonnet to the S of the Theve river (Peloye & 
Poussard 2004). Cassini’s map from 1756 shows only one star of five roads in the western part of Bois de 
Royaumont, but today three very regular stars circumscribed by rectangles characterise the forest area. These
stars have apparently been created after the purchase of the two forests by Louis-Henri-Joseph in 1819. They 
thus date from a historical and cultural period outside the present comparison, and have not been included. 

Figure 136. The preserved forest cover and road system in Bois de Royaumont and Bois de Bonnet, France.
Only the hunting roads from before 1756 are included. Ida M. Grundahl©

To the NE of Paris, the vast forests around Villers-Cotterets, today making up the complex of Forêt 
Domaniale de Retz (also called Forêt Domaniale de Villers-Cotterêts) were royal property from (1499) until
1672 (Buridant 2007), when the dukes of Orleans took over the estate. Here, as in the other royal and 
princely forests, an extensive net of hunting roads for the chasse à courre were laid out, the activity peaking 
after 1672, when the princes of Condé became owners (Buridant 2007). The dominating design of these 
systems is the traditional French in which the radiating roads of the big stars were connected by concentric 
rings of connecting “round” roads. However, in the westernmost part at Crepy, two forests, Bois de Tillet,
and Bois Louizon, today Bois de Cresnes were laid out with a system of Cartesian coordinates. The design  
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was taken right out of Johan Täntzer’s book from 1689. It was apparently laid out in the early 18th century by 
the dukes of Orleans (Jerôme Buridant pers.comm.). The systems appear in the Cassini maps (Carte Cassini 
[Soissons] No. 44 Feuille 5, BNF-Gallica 2013), but only in Bois de Tillet has it been preserved. Here the 
system was also supplemented with more roads. The present survey has not been able to establish when this 
happened, but in the comparison, only the design that features in Cassini’s map has been included.

Figure 137. To the left Bois de Tillet in the map de Cassini (Carte Cassini [Soissons] No. 44 Feuille 5, 
Source Gallica-BNF-Fr. Bibliotheque natioanle France©).

Figure 138. The preserved forest cover and spatial plan of Bois de Tillet, France. Ida M. Grundahl©
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Russia 
At St. Petersburg, the forest landscape at Gatchina Castle was laid out with an impressive system of hunting 
roads in the second half of the 18th century. Catherine II (1729/r.1762-1796) bought the estate 40 km from St. 
Petersburg for her favourite, count Grigory Orlov in 1765. The count built a palace, and between 1766 and 
1781 also established an extensive, (c. 7 km2) beautiful park around it (Executive Committee of the 
Leningrad City Soviet Administration for Culture 1988).

In 1783, the future emperor, Paul (I, 1754/r.1796-1801) took over Gatchina, which for the next decennium 
remained an imperial residence. The emperor commissioned Vincenzo Brenna to renovate the park with 
many citations from Chantilly, where he had been the Prince of Condé’s guest of honour. It was probably 
also Paul I who had the entire landscape around Gatchina laid out with a very interesting system of roads, cf. 
Figure 139. The map from 1792 has kindly been put at the disposal of the survey by the Gatchina Palace 
Museum. Right at the palace park, the map shows a perfect pattern of stars circumscribed by squares, i.e. as a 
system of Cartesian coordinates in which the central star has eight arms and is surrounded by subdivided 
squares. It is only this c. 2 ha of forest and its road system that is the subject of the present comparison.

Figure 139. Gatchina Palace and its surroundings in 1792. Gatchina Palace Museum©
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Figure 140. The preserved forest cover and spatial plan at Gatchina, Russia. Ida M. Grundahl©

A map from 1888 shows that the road system was laid out in an open forest (Gatchina Palace Museum 
pers.comm.). Today, the forest, which has evidently been cultivated, is more dense, and like the square road 
system, it is very well preserved, while the large system around this central forest patch has largely 
disappeared. The roads have ordinary names, and judging from the maps, a numerical naming system has 
never been in use at Gatchina. 

Comparison of the spatial plan of the eight landscapes 
The application of Cartesian geometry in the spatial organisation of forests, hunting roads, buildings and 
other material elements represent the Outstanding Universal Values of the two par force hunting forests in 
the proposed series. The comparison thus concerns the degree to which the compared sites include all the 
elements necessary to express the Outstanding Universal Value of this design. 
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All eight sites compared in this detailed analysis have the crucial spatial plan in which the hunting roads are 
designed by means of Cartesian geometry. In Table 3.2.9, the landscapes are compared and rated for the 
design of the roads circumscribing the central road stars. The circumscribing roads may form squares (3 
points), rectangles (2 points), or irregular squares, in which some sides may even be missing (1 point).

In the two forests in North Zealand, and three sites in Germany and Russia, the circumscribing roads form 
squares, while two French hunting landscapes differ slightly by using a geometry based on rectangles. 
Though Ketcher Wald was designed with a regular square of roads circumscribing a central star of radiating 
roads, the French garden architect Nicolas le Pigage disturbed the strict Cartesian geometry by adding 
irregular Rococo elements.

Table 3.2.9 also compares the degree to which the eight landscapes are designed with nature at their centre. 
Käfertal scores low in this comparison, since a central hunting pavilion was built in the centre of the 
radiating roads. As for Ketcher Wald, the entire design of the garden and park landscape centered on the 
castle of Schwetzingen, or, rather, on a planned new castle which was never built, but no building was added 
in the centre of the hunting forest, which therefore is rated with a high score in this comparison.

The crucial attribute of employing a numerical naming system for the hunting roads is also compared in 
Table 3.2.9. In this comparison, the two forests in North Zealand score higher than all the others. Only here 
was a numerical naming applied. In all other cases, other types of names were employed.

The comparison shows that the two par force hunting forests in North Zealand rank higher than all other sites 
that meet the prerequisites, when the spatial plan is analysed for its use of Cartesian geometry, focus on 
nature and application of numerical names.    

Table 3.2.9. Preserved European par force hunting landscapes that meet the prerequisite,s i.e have a spatial plan of 
radiating roads connected by square ones, do not centre on a building, and consist of roads with numerical names. 
Regular squares are rated higher (3 points) than regular quadrilaterals with unequal sides (parallelograms, 2 points) 
and squares with irregular sides (1point).  

Site Country Radiating roads connected by 
quadrilateral roads

Central 
building

Numerical road 
names

Total

Equal 
sides

Unequal 
sides

Irregular 
sides

No Yes Yes No

Store Dyrehave Denmark 3 1 3 7
Gribskov Denmark 3 1 3 7
Gatchina Russia 3 1 1 5
Forêt du Lys France 3 1 1 5
Bois de 
Royaumont, 
Bois de Bonnet

France 2 1 1 4

Bois de Tillet France 2 1 1 4
Käfertal Baden-

Württemberg
3 0 1 4

Ketcher Wald Baden-
Württemberg

1 1 1 3
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Comparison of the design idea and use of its possibilities in the eight landscapes 
The originality of the design and the practical and emblematic exploitation of the possibilities offered by the 
Cartesian geometry in the spatial organisation are crucial elements of the Outstanding Universal Value of the 
two par force hunting forests in the proposed series. The comparison thus concerns the degree to which the 
other compared sites also include these elements, cf. Table 3.2.10.

In the comparison, the age of the compared hunting landscapes is used as an expression of their originality.
This is not altogether equitable, as an idea may arise independently several times at different times and 
places. However, the sources of inspiration remain obscure. Therefore, the better the practical and 
emblematic possibilities of the design have been pursued in the spatial organisation, the more original the 
design is assumed to be. Theoretically, the Cartesian geometry allows for indefinite expansion and 
subdivision of the road system. Therefore, the better the possibilities for subdivision of the landscape are 
exploited, the higher the systems are ranked in the comparison, cf. Table 3.2.10.

The emblematic application of the design is rated as high (3 points), when a marker, e.g. Kongestenen, 
indicates that the design was meant as an expression of the reason of the absolute monarch, and as low (1 
point), when no such marker is present. 

Table 3.2.10. Comparison between nine European par force hunting landscapes with a spatial plan designed 
using Cartesian geometry. Age of the landscape and exploitation of the design’s possibilities. 

Site Country Age/Originality Consequent application of design Total
Regular subdivisions Emblematic 

marker present
Before
1700

1700-
1750

After 
1750

Two 
or 
more

One None Yes No

Store 
Dyrehave

Denmark 3 3 3 9

Gribskov Denmark 3 2 1 6
Forêt du Lys France 2 2 - 4
Bois de 
Royaumont, 
Bois de 
Bonnet

France 2 2 - 4

Bois de Tillet France 2 2 - 4
Gatchina Russia 1 2 1 4
Käfertal Germany 2 1 1 4
Ketcher Wald Germany 2 1 1 4

The French landscapes in this comparison were not designed by order of the king but by that of the princes 
of Condé (Forêt du Lys and Bois de Royaumont/Bois de Bonnet) and the dukes of Orleans (Bois de Tillet). 
The landscapes have been included in the comparison because of the obvious competition between the 
sovereign and his family, which resulted in the king’s eventual inclusion of hunts in the princely landscapes 
in his programmes for foreign visitors. However, they cannot score for emblematic values. 
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Store Dyrehave in North Zealand ranks highest in the comparison, while Gribskov achieves a somewhat 
lower score. However, Gribskov and Store Dyrehave originally formed a single continuum, and the system 
in Gribskov, therefore, rightfully also relates to the emblematic marker of Kongestenen, even if it this is not 
obvious from the comparison. It is, therefore, concluded that the hunting landscape in North Zealand, apart 
from being the first hunting landscape to be designed by means of Cartesian geometry, also exploits the 
spatial organisation much better than the other comparable landscapes.

Comparison of the integrity and authenticity of the eight landscapes  
The crucial attributes that convey the Outstanding Universal Value of the proposed series in North Zealand 
are a combination of spatial, material and immaterial elements:

a preserved forest cover 
a spatial plan focusing on nature 
star(s) of eight hunting roads circumscribed by roads forming squares of equal sides
numbered stone posts (i.e. numbered roads)
place names reflecting a numerical naming system
emblematic markers, such as stones or castles

The comparison therefore concerns the degree to which the compared landscapes contain and preserve a 
significant proportion of comparable elements and whether they may be perceived as authentic within the 
cultural realm of Europe.

Forest cover is here considered crucial to both the integrity and authenticity of the landscape, while the 
species composition of the forest is not a deciding factor. Likewise, the preservation of the hunting road 
structure in the landscape is considered crucial, while the road surface material is not a significant factor. 
When the position of a building is integral to an understanding of the focus of the design, the situation of that 
building must be original and recognisable in the landscape. On the other hand, newer elements, such as 
forest roads, paths and buildings may severely affect our ability to understand the original cultural values and 
thus severely disturb the authenticity of the landscape. 

As the survey is based on readily available information, the comparison is based on a rough assessment of 
the integrity and authenticity, and this is reflected in the scoring system. The integrity of both forest cover 
and spatial plan is ranked as high, 3 points, when more than 2/3 of the original vegetation cover or road 
structure are preserved, as medium, 2 points, when 1/3-2/3 are preserved, and as low, 1 point, when less than 
1/3 is preserved. Authenticity is simply assessed as high, 2 points, or low, 1 point. Google maps satellite 
photos have been compared with historical maps in the assessment, and additional knowledge has been 
obtained from printed or personal sources.

The comparison shows that Store Dyrehave ranks highest, followed by Gribskov and Gatchina. All sites 
retain their forest cover, and a significant proportion of their hunting road structure, while only Store 
Dyrehave preserves a significant number of other material elements that convey the cultural values of the 
landscape.
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Table 3.2. 11. Comparison of the integrity and authenticity of the eight European hunting landscapes in which 
Cartesian geometry was applied in the spatial plan. Please see text for an explanation of the scores.

Site Country Forest cover Hunting road 
structure preserved

Material elements 
(stones, buildings, etc.)

Total

>66
%

33-
66%

<33% >66% 33-
66%

<33% Original New

>50
%

<50
%

>50
%

<50
%

Store 
Dyrehave

Denmark 3 3 2 2 10

Gribskov Denmark 3 3 1 2 9
Gatchina Russia 3 3 1 2 9
Bois de 
Tillet*

France 3 3 - - 6

Bois de 
Royaumont, 
Bois de 
Bonnet

France 3 3 - - 6

Käfertal Germany 2 2 1 1 6
Ketcherwald Germany 2 1 1 1 5
Forêt du Lys France 1 3 - - 4
*Detailed information about material elements is lacking. The landscapes were not made for the king

The authenticity in Forêt du Lys was seriously hampered when the forest was turned into a residential area 
(Ville de Parc) in 1925, and that of Käfertal and Ketcherwald, when considerable parts of the forest cover 
was replaced by urban areas and modern infrastructure. Moreover, in Käfertal, modern forest roads and paths 
have completely blurred the original hunting road structure and thus disturbed both the integrity and 
authenticity of the site. In Bois de Tillet and Bois de Royaumont/Bois de Bonnet, the road systems featured 
in the Cassini’s map from 1756 have been supplemented with newer roads forming regular systems, which 
also disturb the authenticity; but this is not reflected in the score.

Table 3.2.12. Accumulated results of the comparison of eight European par force hunting landscapes undertaken in 
Tables 5-7. The comparison shows to what degree the landscapes convey an understanding of the use of Cartesian 
geometry as a means of optimising the landscape’s design and make it emblematic of an absolute monarch, of his 
reason and power to control nature. The forests in North Zealand rank highest in the comparison, and it is proposed 
that they together constitute an outstanding example of the important development and interchange within Europe of 
ideas on landscape design in the 17-18th centuries.

Site Country/state Spatial plan Originality and 
exploitation

Integrity and 
authenticity

Total

Store Dyrehave Denmark 7 9 10 26
Gribskov Denmark 7 6 9 22
Gatchina Russia 5 4 9 18
Bois de 
Royaumont,
Bois de Bonnet

France 4 4 6 14

Bois de Tillet France 4 4 6 14
Käfertal Baden-

Württemberg
4 4 6 14

Forêt du Lys France 5 4 4 13
Ketcherwald Baden-

Württemberg
3 4 5 12
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Conclusion of comparison of landscapes with stars circumscribed by squares 
Table 3.2.12 summarises the comparison of the eight European par force hunting landscapes from the period 
1648-1806 in the spatial plan of which Cartesian geometry has been used. The conclusion is that the two par 
force hunting forests from the proposed series in North Zealand rank highest in the comparison. They contain 
all the attributes of the Outstanding Universal Value of the design. Thus, it seems justified to propose that the 
two forests represent an outstanding example of the important development and interchange within Europe 
of ideas on landscape design in the 17-18th centuries.

Figure 141. Kongestjernen with Kongestenen centrally located in Store Dyrehave. Danish Museum of 
Hunting and Forestry©

Jægersborg Dyrehave, the original hunting park, was an integrated functional element of the proposed 
property, but its spatial plan lacks the crucial star of eight radiating roads circumscribed by square ones. 
Nevertheless, it is proposed as an element in the series, because it was part of the original plan in North 
Zealand, and as shown in the internal comparison of the elements in the par force hunting landscape of North 
Zealand, its road system illustrates the importance of topography and forest density for the landscape’s 
design. It illustrates, furthermore, the historical interaction between design, function and changing European 
ideas of what a landscape of absolute power should look like. Jægersborg Dyrehave comprises, therefore, a 
complementary factor to an understanding of the spatial organisation of the entire Baroque par force hunting 
landscape in North Zealand. 
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Conclusion of Comparative Analysis
By the end of the 17th century in Europe, the par force hunt and its landscapes had become emblematic of 
absolute monarchs. A spatial plan including stars of radiating roads meeting at a central place were a crucial 
design element, and landscapes with stars were established in many European absolute states. However, only 
very few sovereigns chose to combine the star of roads with a system of ‘square roads’ and thereby introduce
a system of Cartesian geometry, that not only added an emblematic accentuation to the design, but also 
enhanced the practical function of the spatial plan.

The series of two royal hunting forest and a hunting park in North Zealand is proposed to be inscribed under 
criterion (ii) of Paragraph 777 of the Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage 
Convention (2008) as an outstanding example of the interchange of important Baroque values within Europe 
on developments in landscape design in the 17-18th centuries: a par force hunting landscape from around 
1685 designed by means of Cartesian geometry (coordinate systems of numbered hunting roads) to optimise 
its function during the hunt, and at the same time to make it emblematic per se of an absolute European 
monarch of the Baroque period, of his reason and power to control nature. 

This chapter has detailed how the two forests in the series have been compared to 46 other Baroque par force 
hunting landscapes formed by absolute European monarchs between 1648 and 1806. The comparison has 
focused on the attributes which have been proposed to give the nominated series in the par force hunting 
landscape of North Zealand its Outstanding Universal Value:

a preserved forest cover
a spatial plan focusing on nature
stars of eight hunting roads circumscribed by roads forming squares
numbered stones and/or numerical place names
emblematic markers, such as stones or castles. 

The comparison has shown that the two basic components of the landscape’s design, i.e. the star of eight 
radiating, straight hunting roads, and the square, which is formed when four straight roads cross each other in 
two parallel pairs have been widely applied in hunting landscapes. However, only in eight landscapes have 
the two design elements been deliberately combined. Among these, the proposed forests of North Zealand 
stand out as the only examples of the full exploitation of all practical and emblematic possibilities of the 
design. 

The series of two former par force hunting forests and a former hunting park in North Zealand is therefore 
proposed for nomination as an outstanding example of the development in the design of 17th century 
landscapes of absolute power resulting from an interchange of Baroque ideas in Europe on how such a 
landscape could most perfectly serve both its ideal and its practical ends. 

The individual sites in the proposed series each contribute in their own way to the understanding of the 
rationale of the design of the landscape. The hunting park of Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn and 
Eremitageslottet is proposed as a member of the series because it complements an understanding of the 
historical development in the spatial organisation, and the practical and emblematic function of the entire 
hunting landscape of North Zealand.
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3.3 Proposed Statement of Outstanding Universal Value

a. Brief synthesis 
The par force hunting landscape in North Zealand is an outstanding example of the impact of interchange of 
Baroque values in Europe on developments in landscape design in the 17-18th centuries. The landscape was 
founded in 1670 and designed around 1685 using Cartesian geometry to optimise its function during the 
hunt, and make it emblematic per se of an absolute European monarch, and of his reason and power to 
control nature.  

The area is an example of a landscape designed and created intentionally by man. It is represented by a series 
comprising the former royal hunting forests of Store Dyrehave and Gribskov and the former royal hunting 
park of Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn (Map 0.2).  

The Outstanding Universal Value of the landscape lies in the spatial organisation of the hunting forests, 
hunting roads, buildings, emblematic markers, numbered stone posts, stone fences, and numerical road 
names conveying an understanding of the practical application of the design as a means of orientation. 

Although the spatial plan centres on nature, rather than on the residential castle of Frederiksborg Slot, the
inclusion of Jægersborg Dyrehave with Eremitageslottet in the series exemplifies the development in spatial 
relationship between the royal buildings and the landscape.

The original par force hunting landscape in North Zealand covers an area of c. 9,700 ha, and houses a 
number of royal castles. The nominated series covers an area of 4,629.4 ha and has been selected because it 
encompasses a wholeness of attributes (spatial organisation of forests, fences, roads, stones, road names and 
buildings), which comprehensively conveys an understanding of the development of the Baroque hunting 
landscape as an emblematic and practical spatial entity.
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Figure 142. The par force hunting road system, northern part. Shaded parts indicate the nominated property. 
In reality, the Gribskov area reaches the bank of lake Esrum Sø. The inaccuracy is due to the lack of 
georeference and stability in the old map. Map of North Zealand c.1685. Danish National Archives©
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Figure 143. The par force hunting landscape, southern part. Shaded part indicates the nominated area. Map 
of North Zealand c.1685. Danish National Archives©
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b. Justification for criteria 
ii; The par force hunting landscape in  North Zealand  is an outstanding example of the  interchange of 
absolute Baroque values in Europe on developments in landscape design in the 17th-18th centuries. The 
landscape illustrates a design development that changed with the landscape’s function during the par force 
hunts and its increasing symbolic significance. The series exemplifies an early phase when the par force hunt 
was practised as an English free chase (Jægersborg Dyrehave), a climax phase when it was practised  
emblematically by formalised French standards demanding the lay-out of hunting roads, rendez-vous’ and 
relais’ (Store Dyrehave, Gribskov), and a late phase that introduced Baroque design amendments 
(Eremitageslottet). Cartesian geometry was considered the ultimate expression of God’s and hence the 
absolute monarch’s reason, and the development peaked in the 1680s, when Cartesian geometry was applied 
to optimise the function of the landscape and make it emblematic of the absolute monarch, his reason and 
power to control nature. Numbering the star roads and using them as coordinates in Cartesian geometry, 
makes this emblematic design stand apart from all comparable contemporary designs. The spatial 
organisation of buildings, forests, hunting roads, emblematic markers, stone posts and stone fences convey 
the ideas behind the design. 

Figure  144. Numbers replaced names in the road system, reflecting the geometrical design. Danish Museum 
of Hunting and Forestry©
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c. Statement of Integrity 
Within its borders, the series of the two hunting forests Store Dyrehave and Gribskov and the hunting park of 
Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn exhibits all the attributes necessary to express the Outstanding 
Universal Value of the par force hunting landscape in North Zealand: Together the preserved forest cover, 
the hunting roads and their mutual situation, the numbered stones, the numerical names, the fences and the
emblematic markers give a clear understanding of a spatial plan that focused on nature and developed in line 
with changes in the practical and emblematic demands of the absolute monarch. The attribute of the early 
phase is the open road system in Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn. The attributes of the climax 
phase are the square outline of Store Dyrehave marked by the preserved fence, the geometrical design of the 
hunting road system here and in Gribskov, the numbered stones, the numerical names, and the emblematic 
marker of Kongestenen. The attribute of the late phase is the situation of Eremitageslottet centrally in 
Jægersborg Dyrehave.  The series is of adequate size to ensure the complete representation of all the crucial 
attributes of Outstanding Universal Value, none of which suffers from adverse effects of development and/or 
neglect. 

Figure 145. The distinct browsing line allows for a magnificent view of the flat forest landscape in 
Jægersborg Dyrehave. Ida M. Grundahl©
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Figure 146. Kongestenen with the king’s name and a compass rose and is situated on a carefully selected 
hilltop in Store Dyrehave. The hunting roads are marked by numbered stone posts. Photo Ida M. Grundahl©

d. Statement of authenticity 
The history of North Zealand as a royal estate, later to become state-owned, is thoroughly documented, and 
the sources are of high credibility, in accordance with the Nara Document on Authenticity. An analysis of 
historical maps confirms that the forest cover and the road systems realised according to the original spatial 
plan are authentic, while in Store Dyrehave most secondary rides have disappeared. All original road dams 
and the stone fence around Store Dyrehave are authentic, while wooden bridges and fences have been 
replaced several times. The perfect match between the road names and the stone posts in Store Dyrehave 
indicates that the stone posts and their situation are authentic. The king’s monogram, the crown and the 
initials document the authenticity of Kongestenen, even though the mound has been disturbed. In Jægersborg 
Dyrehave, Eremitageslottet was added as an emblematic marker late in the development of the landscape. 
The series thus constitutes a wholeness of authentic elements, which together give a clear sense of the spatial 
development of the par force hunting landscape of North Zealand. Its size is large enough to ensure a 
satisfactory representation, and none of the constituent elements are subject to adverse effects due to 
development and/or neglect.
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Figure 147. Ha la li in the water. Possibly at the river Mølleåen. Gouache by J.J. Bruun, c. 1750. Private 
property. Photo Anders Hoby©

e. Requirements for protection and management 
The nominated property is almost entirely state-owned and protected by a framework of national laws and 
enactments, regional plans and agreements, and municipal and local plans. Almost all activities are 
determined by the Budget.

Responsibility for the forest management rests with the Nature Agency. Fifteen-year management plans also 
stipulate how this protected cultural heritage should be managed. 

The Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties manages Eremitageslottet and operates 10-year plans.

The municipalities have 4-year municipal plans providing frameworks for local plans and guidelines to 
protect cultural heritage. 

As the public’s awareness of the area’s cultural heritage, and their desire to return to it time and again, are 
vital to the successful long-term protection of the par force hunting landscape of North Zealand, the 
nominated property is well equipped with public facilities, and the dissemination of knowledge is 
coordinated by a steering committee representing state agencies, municipalities, and museums. 
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4. State of Conservation and 
Factors affecting the Property  
4.a Present State of Conservation
In the following chapter it is made clear that, although the nominated par force hunting landscape of North 
Zealand is under pressure from ongoing urban sprawl, it is in a very good state of conservation due to overall 
legislation, continuous management and the daily use.

The forests 
In a hunting landscape, forest or other natural vegetation is the matrix of the spatial plan, while the structure 
consists of hunting roads, buildings and other material elements conveying the design idea of the plan. The 
state of the tree cover is therefore basic to the state of conservation in Gribskov, Store Dyrehave, Jægersborg 
Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn. This tree cover is preserved and ensured through state regulations. 

Figure 148. Forest floor in Gribskov. Photo Ida M. Grundahl©

The principles relating to the management of the forests and the forest reserve obligation were introduced 
into Danish forest legislation through the so-called ‘Regulation Pertaining to the Royal Forests and Peat 
Bogs in Denmark’ from 1781 and ‘Regulation on the Replacement, Maintenance and Conservation of the

Forests in the Kingdom of Denmark’ from 1805. These principles have been maintained in ‘The Forest Act” 
(LBK no. 945) from 2009 (cf. chapter 5) wherein the executive order states that the objective of the forest 

 215 



THE PAR FORCE HUNTING LANDSCAPE IN NORTH ZEALAND

legislation is to preserve and protect Denmark’s forests by way of sustainable forestry.  For forestry to be 
‘sustainable’, economic, ecological and social values must also be accounted for in the management of the 
forest.

Sustainable forestry aims at creating robust forests, secure wood production, preserve and increase the 
biological diversity and ensure that landscape, natural history, cultural history, environmental protection and 
public recreational use are all taken into account (§1).

Areas subject to forest reserve obligations include state owned forests (§3), i.e. all the proposed forests. 
According to the forest reserve obligation, an area defined as ‘forest’ must have a tree crown cover >10% 
and an area >0.5 ha. . Felling (except for thinning) must not take place until the trees have reached maturity 
or a certain dimension, and replanting must not take place later than 10 years after clear cutting. This ensures 
a permanent tree cover throughout the forest.

The Forest Management Plans effectively ensure that forest quality in the nominated area remains high, and 
that the nominated property’s integrity is maintained. 

The forests’ current state of conservation is described in the Forest Management Plans for; 

1. Jægersborg State Forest District 1999 (Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn); 2. Gribskov; and 3. 
Store Dyrehave. An extract in English is presented in section 7.b.

Figure 149. Kildeportvej in Gribskov is well preserved. Photo Ida M. Grundahl©

 

The hunting road system 
The nominated par force hunting road system has a total length of 120 km including 10 km of public, tarred 
road (9 %), 92 km of (gritty) forest road (76 %), and 7 km of forest path (7 %). The remaining 9 km (8 %) 
are traces of roads. 
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The public roads are paved with asphalt and are part of the public road system. These roads are maintained 
by the local municipalities and the traces are therefore well preserved. 

The forest roads are open to the public, but private motorized vehicles are not allowed. The roads are used 
for timber transportation and carefully maintained by the forest management staff. 

The forest paths are unpaved thoroughfares suitable for walking, cycling and/or horse riding. These paths are 
also subject to regular maintenance as prescribed in the forest management plans, which aim to ensure 
accessibility for recreational use of the forest. 

The condition of the forest traces varies considerably. Some traces resemble distinctive forest tunnels, whilst 
others are invisible with only small recognisable remnants under the vegetation. 

Figure 150. Forest trace in Jægersborg Dyrehave. The browsing line stresses the experience of space 
around the trace. Søren Agerlund©

Forest Management staff ensures that roads and paths and the integrity of the hunting road system are 
maintained. Maintenance includes regular clearing of vegetation from roads, paths and traces to keep them
visible, maintaining gravel roads, removing overgrowing branches, and preventing the development of new 
roads or paths, which may compromise the asset.  

Forest Management plans ensure the balance between open (most often grazed) areas and closed forest, 
especially in Jægersborg Dyrehave. The deer also help keeping traces, paths and clearings open through 
grazing and browsing, and the amount of deer are thoroughly controlled in order to maintain the desired 
landscape.
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Store Dyrehave  
Store Dyrehave was basic to the design of the entire par force hunting road system around Hillerød. It 
possesses all attributes of Outstanding Universal Value, incl. Kongestenen (“The King’s Stone”), numeric 
stone posts and numeric road names. The square shape of the forest is marked by an authentic stone fence 
and the hunting road system is well preserved and conveys the original spatial plan. 

The forest area is 1,087 ha, and the forest is dominated by conifers and beech, both of which thrive in the 
Danish climate.  The Forest Management Plan ensures that the management preserves the present fine state 
of conservation, and the future protection of the forest and its attributes. 

Table 4.1 below shows the planting of trees in terms of area and species in the district of Nordsjælland from 
1839 to 1999. Store Dyrehave (1,087 ha) and Gribskov (4,670 ha) are part of the total planting area of 6,456 
ha. The table shows how forest cover is maintained over a period of nearly two hundred years by the 
continuous planting of trees. 

Table 4.1 . Planting of trees in terms of area and species in the district of Nordsjælland from 1839 to 1999.

The hunting roads system is almost entirely intact, and the same applies to the old fence, essentially a stone 
dike, which surrounds the forest. Most clearings have later become actual roads; some of them now have 
more natural windings, than the straight clearings had. Some of these roads have since disappeared again, but 
the original system, which was marked as roads c. 1685, still exists. The numerical names have also been 
preserved. Examples are: Ottekorset (the Eight Cross), Syvkorset (the Seven Cross), Sekskorset (the Six 
Cross), Femkorset (the Five Cross), Tobakke (Two Hill) and Trebakke (Three Hill).

218



THE PAR FORCE HUNTING LANDSCAPE IN NORTH ZEALAND

The aggregate length of the road system in Store Dyrehave is 35.5 km consisting of 3.7 km of public roads, 
28 km of forest roads, 3 km of footpaths, and 0.5 km of road traces.

Kongestenen (“The King’s Stone”) and the surrounding numeric stone posts are listed with preservation 
regulation number 282923:

Museological inspection by the Preservation Agency’s Ancient Monuments Administration of a Granite 
Stone measuring approximately 95x95 cm’s. The stone is placed in a mound so that the side of the 
inscription is level with the mound’s upper surface. The mound, measuring approximately 2.5 x 2.5 metres, is 
encircled with rough granite boulders. “The King’s Star” is situated in the centre of the mound. The stone is 
engraved with a (illegible) royal monogram inside a compass card with 16 points. The compass card has a 
diameter of approximately 70 centimetres. “The King’s Star” is situated in the intersecting point where the 
eight hunting roads meet. At the mouth of each of these roads, in the area around “The King’s Star”, stands 
a crudely cut granite boulder measuring approximately 50x50 centimetres. Each of these eight stones 
displays an engraved number and an arrow. The numbers are figures 1 to 8. The listing includes the entire 
facility with “The King’s Star” and the eight numbered stones, that is, a circular area with a diameter of 
approximately 50 metres. The above-mentioned ancient monument is not to be removed, relocated or 
damaged in any way. (http://www.kulturarv.dk/fundogfortidsminder/Lokalitet/93450/)

Figure 151. Part of the original stone dike surrounding Store Dyrehave at Overdrevsvejen, Hillerød Municipality. The 
dike remains visible as a result of continued management by the Nature Agency in cooperation with the municipality. 
Photo Ida M. Grundahl©

Gribskov  
The extensive hunting road system in Gribskov is elegantly linked to the system in Store Dyrehave by way 
of connecting roads.  Gribskov comprises 4.670 ha of mixed forest, wetlands, meadows, etc., and a wide 
variety of wildlife is associated with the different habitats. Gribskov, which is one of the largest forests in 
Denmark, is situated close to the large lake of Esrum Sø (1,736 ha). 

The hunting roads system in Gribskov i well preserved. The eight radiating roads of the central star 
(“Stjernen”) are almost completely preserved except in the most easterly part towards the village of Nødebo. 
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The aggregate length of the road system is 55 km, which includes 5.9 km of public roads around Nødebo, 
40.3 km of forest roads, 4.4 km of footpaths, and 4.3 km of road traces.

Figure 152. At Stjernen, a stone commemorates the philosopher Søren Kirkegård, whilst a bench offers 
passers-by a place to rest. Photo Ida M. Grundahl©

The Forest Management Plan provides for formal protection of Gribskov. Additionally, most of Gribskov is 
designated a Natura 2000 Area, meaning that the present condition of the forest must be maintained. 

To preserve the landscape, a part of Maglemosen in the northern part of Gribskov is fenced in to hold in a 
number of grazing horses, which graze and bite the upcoming trees and bushes, and thus keep the landscape 
open, and the remains of the par force hunting roads visible.
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Figure 153. Indelukkevej leads from Ottevejskorset to the southeast in Gribskov. The roads of Ottevejskorset 
in the southern part of Gribskov are all well preserved and the surrounding forest is in good condition. 
Photo Ida M. Grundahl©

Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn  
The area of Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn is altogether 1,088 ha. The forest is mainly 
broadleaved, and many of the tree stands are very old. Some of the oaks are more than 400 years, lending the 
visitor an authentic experience of ‘living history’. The park was never fully forested, and the variously sized 
grassy plains provide splendid views where the forest edges frame the landscape.

The Forest Management Plan ensures that the balance between and distribution of open areas and forest 
areas in Jægersborg Dyrehave remain constant. The target ratio is 50/50, and the grazing of deer in the park 
constitutes an important and natural means to this end. 

Tables 4.2 and 4.3 below show how tree cover is maintained over time by the planting of primarily broadleaf 
species.

Active management of the game ensures that the population of deer, which graze the open plains and keep 
the vegetation down, remain healthy.

A wooden fence with characteristic red gates surrounds 860 ha of the forest forming a deer park with a 
population of approximately 2,000 sika, fallow and red deer. Apart from minor changes to its boundaries, the 
enclosed deer park has remained largely unchanged since its establishment in 1670. 
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The aggregate hunting roads system in Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn covers 31 km including 
1.6 km of public roads, 23.4 km of forest roads, 1 km of footpaths and 4.6 km of road traces.

Tabke 4.2. Areas planted, mainly with broadleaf species in Jægersborg Dyrehave from 1799 to 1990..

Table 4.3. Areas planted, mainly with broadleaf species in Jægersborg Hegn from 1799 to 1990.
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The Forest Management Plan provides for the continued protection of Jægersborg Hegn and Jægersborg 
Dyrehave. Part of the forest is a designated Natura 2000 Area, meaning that the condition of the forest must 
be maintained, and, furthermore, since 1926, the primary management objective pertaining to the area has 
been the preservation of its capacity to function as a deer park and a “public recreational forest”. Altogether, 
this means that the state of conservation of forests, landscape and fence is extraordinarily high

Figure 154. Morning mist in Jægersborg Dyrehave. Photo Ida M. Grundahl©

Another aim of the management is to preserve the grand position of Eremitageslottet, which was a later 
addition to the park. From the castle are magnificent views of the sea to the east, and, to the west, of the open 
landscape framed by clusters of trees and the forest’s edge. 

Eremitageslottet is still used by royalty for hunting lunches, but is also open to public tours managed by the 
Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties. The position of the castle as the park’s focal point does, together 
with the old hunting road system, serve to elaborate the understanding of the historical development of 
landscape design in the Baroque era.  

Whilst Eremitageslottet’s strategic positioning and its main function remain unchanged, the passing of 
almost 300 years has slightly altered some details in the building and its bastion. Eremitageslottet is 
protected by the Building Preservation Act (LBK nr. 685 of 09/06/2011) (cf. chapter 5) and maintained by 
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the Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties in accordance with the agency’s standard maintenance 
procedures. The stringency of the Building Preservation Act and regular maintenance ensures that the 
building remains in good condition. Management procedures include surveillance, fireproofing, and 
maintenance of facilities. The corporate strategy supports this obligation whilst the restoration policy 
determines guidelines for the execution of restoration projects.

Figure 155. Characteristic red-painted wooden gates mark the entries to the deer park. Photo Ida M. 
Grundahl©

4.b Factors affecting the Property
The nominated area covers c. 4,550 ha of mainly forested areas with roads, paths and buildings, which 
altogether represent the par force hunting landscape of North Zealand. There are no major threats to the 
attributes of the Outstanding Universal Values of the nominated area. Environmental pressures and the risk 
of natural disasters are low, and the anticipated rise in visitor numbers is viewed as a value rather than a 
threat. The majority of the nominated area is protected by law and managed by municipalities and state 
agencies. Management and local plans focus on long-term planning in order to preserve the Outstanding 
Universal Values of the nominated property. Potential future concerns mainly have to do with climate 
change and the urban development of the cities surrounding the nominated property.
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(i) Development Pressures
The monogram on Kongestenen in Store Dyrehave is vulnerable to weathering as a result of the stone’s 
horizontal position. Therefore it is provided with a protective cover to keep the stone free of snow in winter. 
The numbered stone posts are vulnerable to forest machinery when the snow cover is high, and are therefore 
being clearly marked in the winter. 

Eremitageslottet is listed as a protected building, and its state of conservation is very good. Because of the 
climatic conditions, buildings need continuous maintenance. Maintenance involves the securing of roofs, 
bays and facades, and eliminating dampness, rot, dry rot, or other damage to the building, outside or inside. 
Since fire is also a threat, fire proofing of the listed buildings is given high priority. The Building 
Preservation Act provides for a systematic review of the listed buildings and for the funding to maintenance-
related costs. 

The unique spatial organisation of the nominated landscape requires maintenance in order to preserve the 
Outstanding Universal Values. The primary threat to the hunting roads systems is inadequate maintenance of 
public roads, forest roads, paths and traces. Adequate maintenance requires that road damages are repaired, 
that trees and other vegetation are controlled, and that dead trees along the roads are replaced. 

Maintenance of the par force hunting roads could be compromised if the area were to be designated for
construction, farming or “natural forestry”, or if it was classified as a protected natural habitat. However, the 
Forest Management Plans emphasise proper maintenance of the par force hunting roads, and their state of 
conservation is only likely to improve, and threats from lack of maintenance are likely to diminish. The 
reclassification of the roads as “cultural tracks” in the Forest Management Plans protects them from 
annulment and affords them a preservation status.

The local municipalities are responsible for maintaining the very few parts of the roads system, which lie 
outside the forests. Since all these roads are public, tarred roads, they require minimal maintenance. 
Maintenance is provided for in the municipalities’ local plans. With careful local planning and by not 
allowing new building developments, which are not attuned to the nominated area, the destruction of roads 
can be prevented. Urban development is spreading in the areas around the forests, but careful local planning 
has ensured that all new development considers the unique cultural landscape in and around the nominated 
area.
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Figure 156. Horses keep the clearing open and the trace between the trees and the wet areas visible. Square 
road crossing at Maglemosen facing southwest. Photo Ida M .Grundahl©
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(ii) Environmental Pressures
Environmental pressures, which may affect the par force hunting landscape of North Zealand in the future, 
are mainly related to climate change, which is likely to cause changes to rain- and snowfall patterns along
with overall warmer temperatures.

In recent years, rain and snow have increasingly falled in heavy, short bursts thus increasing the risk of 
erosion, which has the potential to alter the appearance of landscape and roads. Current management plans 
are already adjusted to address these concerns.

A warmer climate is also expected to affect the forest composition in the nominated area. A warm climate 
negatively affects the growth of the here cultivated conifer species. Spruce is particularly vulnerable because
heat reduces its resistance to fungi and pests. New planting schemes address this issue by focusing on 
broadleaf species, which are more resistant to climate change. Replacing spruce with broadleaves actually 
also means that the forest will eventually be more like the forest of the 17th century, when conifers were 
absent from Denmark.

Figure 157. The most popular use of the nominated area is a leisurely walk in the forest. Ida M. Grundahl©

(iii) Natural Disasters and Risk Preparedness
Natural disasters are of no relevance to the nominated area as Northern Zealand is not threatened by floods, 
earthquakes, hurricanes or the like.

Storms may, however, affect the forests, and hard winds can make the trees break and fall over large areas. 
Several very serious storms have already hit Denmark, one of which was in 1999, causing 3,600,000 m3 of 
tree mass to be uprooted. The stripped areas are replanted, but as tree cover is a crucial attribute of the entire 
spatial organization, it is important to minimise the risk of wind damage to large open areas. 
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Conifer species are particularly vulnerable to wind, and also for this reason, the Nature Agency mainly uses 
broadleaved species in the continued replenishment of the forests. Because all forest in the nominated area is 
“Conservation Forest”, the area must remain forested, and in the future, the nominated area will be better 
prepared for storms like the one in 1999.

Denmark’s natural vegetation and moist climate means that fire does not pose any serious threat to the 
forests in North Zealand. The trees are mainly broadleaved species, and the undergrowth consists of 
broadleaved bushes and weeds. Nevertheless, emergency plans have been devised, which use GPS 
technology to optimise response and effectiveness.

Fire poses a risk to the nominated building, and fireproofing and mitigation measures are therefore part and 
parcel of the management plans. Workers must observe the rules for carrying out “hot work”, and regular 
technical inspections are performed along with compulsory fire drills, which involve all members of staff. 

Figure 158. An increasing number of trees are not felled at maturity, but are left for natural putrefaction. 
This leaves more space for wildlife. Photo Ida M. Grundahl©
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(iv) Responsible visitation at World Heritage sites 
The nominated property is already well visited, but an increased number of visitors will of course subject the 
area to further wear and tear. 

Table 4.4.Visitor number in the nominated property

Nominated property Store Dyrehave Grib Skov Jægersborg Dyrehave with 
Jægersborg Hegn 

Total visitor 
number a year

Estimated number of 
visitors in 2003

194.000 660.000 7.500.000 7.854.000 

The nominated property was designed for the use of huntsmen and royalty travelling on horseback or by
coach, accompanied by running hounds, and the best way to preserve the Par force hunting landscape of 
North Zealand is in fact to use it. The daily use of the area by the public serves as an important means of 
preservation because, when the roads, tracks and paths of the par force hunting system are used, they remain 
visible. Cyclists, horses, and hikers thus assist the local rangers in keeping the paths clear. 

Recreational use features prominently on the list of intended uses when it comes to state-owned forests, and 
maintenance of the forests in the nominated area therefore focuses on accessibility, safety and optimisation 
of aesthetic experiences for the public. 

Jægersborg Dyrehave receives 7.5 million visitors annually. The park was opened to the public in 1756, and, 
due population growth in Copenhagen and the northern suburbs along with improved public transportation, 
the number has been increasing ever since 

The Nature Agency actively manages the effects of visitor pressure, and carrying capacity is assessed daily 
by forest workers who drive through the nominated area and monitor, for instance, the state of the roads to 
make sure they are not being used beyond their capacity. Waste is removed daily, and facilities such as 
benches, bonfire houses, shelters, etc. are frequently inspected and repaired if necessary

The Nature Agency allows all forms of recreational use as long as they do not interfere with other visitors’ 
experience of the forest landscape or natural habitat. Activities, which create a lot of noise or e.g. require 
sign posting are therefore prohibited. Facilities can be booked through the Nature Agency, e.g. if a school 
class is planning an overnight stay in the forest.

If large groups of people (more than 100) visit the forests, they should report to the Nature Agency before 
engaging in e.g. tree-climbing, dog-training, orienteering etc. Commercial activities require special 
permission, and Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn are generally more prohibitive due to the need 
to protect the deer from excessive disturbances during the breeding and feeding seasons. 

In Jægersborg Dyrehave, visitor numbers are expected to increase in response to population growth in 
Copenhagen, whereas, in Store Dyrehave and Gribskov, they are expected to remain constant.

Eremitageslottet will only be open for guided tours arranged by the Agency for Palaces and Cultural 
Buildings and neither these nor the guests at the annual royal lunch, threaten the nominated property.
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Figure 159. Campfires are popular with school classes . Photo Ida M. Grundahl©

(v) Number of Inhabitants within the Property and the Buffer Zone
The nominated area is comprised mainly of forested landscapes with no residential areas. Foresters working 
for the Nature Agency live in small, state-owned houses which are scattered around the forests. Inside the 
forest is also a conference center, “Skovskolen” (university department for BSc in forestry and park 
management) and the amusement park, “Dyrehavsbakken”. At Jægergården, 72 apartments are rented out to 
private families.

Table 4.5. Estimated number of inhabitants in the nominated property and the buffer zones

Estimated 
population 
located 
within:

Hillerød 
Municipality

Fredensborg 
Municipality

Rudersdal 
Municipality

Lyngby-
Taarbæk 
Municipality

Gentofte 
Municipality

Allerød 
Municipality

Total area

Nominated 
property

20 - 23 95 - -

Buffer zone                 c. 15,000           c. 300                   c. 2,500               c. 4,000               c. 500                    c. 200                  c. 22,500

Total                 c. 15,000           c. 300                   c. 2,525               c. 4,095               c. 500                    c. 200                  c. 22,700

Year 2012 2012 2012 2012 2012 2012 2012
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Map 5.1. Ownership and management of the nominated property.
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5. Protection and Management of 
the Property  
5.a Ownership
Most of the nominated property is owned by the state and managed by state agencies. The public roads 
within the area of the property are owned and managed by the municipalities. In Table 5.1 the ownership and 
management area is listed according to the nominated series. 

Table 5.1 Ownership and management of the nominated property 

Property
owned by

Property 
managed by

Buffer zone 
owned by

Buffer zone
managed by

A. Store 
Dyrehave 

The state and 
Hillerød 
municipality (public 
roads)

The Danish  Nature 
Agency Nordsjælland and 
Hillerød municipality

The state, Fredensborg, 
Allerød, Hillerød 
municipalities and 
private owners

The Danish Nature Agency 
Nordsjælland, The Danish 
Transport Authority,   
Fredensborg, Allerød and 
Hillerød municipalities and 
private owners

B. Gribskov The state and 
Hillerød 
municipality (public 
roads) and private 
owners

The Danish Nature 
Agency Nordsjælland
and Hillerød  municipality 
and private owners

The state, Hillerød and 
Fredensborg 
municipalities and 
private owners

The Danish Nature Agency 
Nordsjælland, Hillerød and 
Fredensborg municipalities

C. Jægersborg 
Dyrehave and 
Jægersborg 
Hegn 

The state and 
Rudersdal 
municipality (public 
roads)

The Danish Nature 
Agency Hovedstaden and 
Rudersdal municipality
The Agency for Palaces 
and Cultural Properties

The state, Rudersdal, 
Lyngby-Taarbæk, and 
Gentofte municipalities 
and private owners

The Danish Nature Agency 
Hovedstaden, Rudersdal, 
Lyngby-Taarbæk and 
Gentofte municipalities

Figure 160. In Store Dyrehave, the par force hunting roads are maintained by the regular use of e.g. joggers, living in 
the surrounding local communities. Photo Ida M. Grundahl©
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5.b Protective Designation

Table 5.2 Protective designation and legislation in the serial nomination

Protective designation Year of 
designation

Legislation Protected area

Forest Reserve (legal 
establishment of boundaries)

Forest Reserve (legal 
establishment of boundaries)

Forest Reserve (safeguarding of 
forest condition)

Forest protection line
(protection against construction 
of buildings close to the forest)

Preservation of ancient 
monuments (protection zone for 
ancient monuments) 

Preservation of ancient 
monuments (protection and 
registration of ancient 
monuments)

Preservation of nature types and 
wildlife

Preservation of valuable 
landscapes

Designated park status

Civil List
Eremitageslottet  features on the 
Civil List, which renders it at the 
exclusive disposal of the Royal 
Family 

Building preservation
(protects against modifications 
and ensures specialist property 
control and maintenance)

Protection of valuable cultural 
landscapes

Preservation of sight lines

1781

1805

1935/2009

2009

1917

2006

2007

2009

1987

1972

2011

2003

2010
2011

Enactment regarding the enclosure, 
maintenance and preservation of forests in 
the Kingdom of Denmark, 1781

Enactment regarding the royal forests and 
peat bogs in Denmark, 1805 – The Forest 
Conservation Act

Act relating to forests, no. 164 of 04/05 
1935
The Forest Act (LBK no. 945 of 
24/09/2009)

The Nature Protection Act (LBK no. 933 of 
24/09/2009)

Act relating to preservation of natural 
amenities, 1917

The Museum Act (LBK no. 1505 of 
14/12/2006)

Consolidating act relating to designation and 
administration of international nature 
conservation sites and the protection of 
certain species (BEK no. 408 of 
01/05/2007).

The Planning Act (BEK no. 937 of 
24/09/2009)

Park Directive February 1987

Law regarding Queen Margrethe II’s Civil 
List (Act no. 136 of 26/04/1972)

The Building Preservation Act (LBK no. 
685 of 09/06/2011) 

Municipality plans for Gentofte, Lyngby-
Taarbæk, Rudersdal, Allerød, Fredensborg 
and Hillerød municipalities

Localplan 228 for the Technical University 
of  Denmark of 27/06/2011

A

A

A

A

A

A

A

A

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C
(Eremitageslottet)

C
(Eremitageslottet)

C

C
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Several legislative documents protect the nominated property. The relevant documents are listed in Table 
5.2. Capital letters refer to the three areas in the nominated series: A. Store Dyrehave, B. Gribskov, C.
Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn.

The protection of the three areas is depicted in Maps 5.4-5.12: Store Dyrehave, Maps 5.4-6,  Gribskov Maps 
5.7-9, Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn Maps 5.10-12.

The protection is in accordance with the legislation enacted in the Danish Forest Act, the Nature Protection 
Act, EU-directive, the Planning Act, the Building Preservation Act, the Museum Act, the Civil List Act and 
several municipal planning acts and local plans. In the following (section 5.c) below, the designations are 
summarised, and a description is given of how the protection is planned and carried out by the relevant 
national agencies in relation to the nominated property.

Buffer zones bordering the nominated property are illustrated in Maps 5.2, and 5.4-5.12.

Rationale of the buffer zone 
The beauty of the undulating landscapes of North Zealand, complete with forests, lakes, castles and pristine 
beaches, and their close proximity to the capital city of Copenhagen, contribute to high population densities 
in the area, which is as much a recreational area as a suburban zone. Consequently, for over a century, the 
forests and natural habitats of North Zealand have been under pressure from urban expansion.

Due to a legislation which has an impact on many levels, the forests remain intact and strict rules are in place 
to control expansion and the condition and functioning of the surrounding urban areas cf. Tables 5.2-5. All 
the land surrounding the nominated property is subject to national laws, municipal plans, or local plans, each 
focusing on specific elements within the zone. 

The far-reaching legislation and the aforementioned intricate system of rules and regulations relating to the 
areas around the nominated property act protect the surroundings of the property, and all the attributes of 
Outstanding Universal Value are contained within the nominated area. Even so, the municipalities 
surrounding the nominated property have agreed to establish a buffer zone of 300 meters around the 
nominated forests, cf. Map 5.2. 

Within the buffer zone, the values associated with the basis for selection for a UNESCO World Heritage Site 
should be respected. 

In the buffer zone, access to as well as the prospect of and from par force hunting areas should be prioritised 
and preserved.

New construction and landscaping in the buffer zone that differs substantially in height and volume from 
existing buildings may only take place if it can be established, by means of visualisations and a specific 
planning assessment, that the prospect both of and from the forests as a World Heritage Site is not 
significantly impaired.

An example of the very fine protection offered by the municipal and local plans even outside the buffer 
zones is found at Jægersborg Dyrehave, where sightlines across the landscape to the west of the park ensure 
an undisturbed view from Eremitageslottet. In accordance with planning regulations, the view from the stairs 
of Eremitageslottet at an approximate eye level height of 152 cm must be uninterrupted. This implies that 
building developments far beyond the buffer zone may not be visible from the castle. The municipal plan and 
local plans do actually prevent new and existing buildings from exceeding two stories in height.
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Map 5.2. The nominated property and buffer zones
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Figure 161. The open plain in front of Eremitageslottet with groves of trees and an undisturbed forest line on
the western horizon. Photo Ida M. Grundahl©

5.c Means of implementing protective Measures
This section describes how the protection works in relation to the nominated series (presented in Table 5.2). 
Summaries are provided of the national legislation contained in the seven relevant laws and their 
administration by state agencies, and via municipal, and local legislation.

National legislation 
The entire par force hunting landscape of North Zealand is subject to long-term protection and management. 
The legislative protection is outlined below.

Designations are depicted in Map 5.4-12

The Danish Forest Act consolidating the law on forests (LBK no. 945 of 24/09/2009).

Almost all the attributes of Outstanding Universal Value are situated in state forests, listed as preserved 
forests. The Forest Act protects the area against changes in land use. 

The objectives of the act include to:

preserve and protect the forests and extend the woodland area (§1)
ensure that concerns relating to landscape, natural history, cultural history, environmental protection and 
outdoor activities are accommodated (§1)  
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In state owned forests the latter objective is given particular weight (§2).     

The primary method of implementation of the act relates to the concept of “preserved forests”, which means 
that once an area is designated as a “preserved forest”, it must remain forested.

The notion of preserved forests was introduced with the Forest Preservation Act in 1805. Since land use has 
been restricted by law for more than 200 years, this conservation of forests constitutes the primary enabling 
factor in the preservation of the par force hunting landscapes situated in forested areas.

In North Zealand, a regulation anticipatory of the Forest Preservation Act had already come into effect 
in 1781, the conservation of these forests can therefore be dated back as far as this.

Figure 162. The forest and its habitats are protected by several laws. Photo Ida M. Grundahl©
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The Nature Protection Act, consolidating the law on protection of natural amenities (LBK no. 933 of 
24/09/2009)

The Nature Protection Act protects natural habitats and environments with the overall objective of ensuring 
that societal development sustains and is respectful towards both man-made and natural environments (§1).

The Act provides for the protection of a number of habitat types, which are found in the par force hunting 
landscape. (§3).

The plains, grasslands and meadows in the nominated property are protected by the act itself, which means 
that any degradation of the natural environment is prohibited.  

Within the protected areas, modifications that do not comply with conservation objectives are not permitted. 
The protection also considers the preservation of cultural elements in the landscape.    

§ 17 is concerned with the “forest construction line”. It considers the aesthetic value of the forests’ 
boundaries as prominent landscape features and guards against building construction within a distance of 300 
metres from the forest.

§ 26a guards against the closing of roads leading to cultural heritage sites by deferring decisions to the 
municipal boards. Employment of this protective arrangement is expected to occur in connection with the 
few roads present within the par force hunting landscape of North Zealand.

EU Directive incorporated in Danish law, consolidating act covering the designation and administration of 
international nature conservation sites and the protection of certain species (BEK no. 408 of 01/05/2007). 

In the EU Directives 31979LO409 and 31992L0043, parts of the area are designated as EU Bird Protection 
or Habitat Areas, collectively known as Natura 2000 Areas. The directive has been implemented in Danish 
law as consolidating act no. 408 of 01/05/2007. Designations are accounted for in the Natura 2000 plans. 

Although the protection provided by the Natura 2000 plans is primarily biological, it also demands a general 
commitment to the preservation of areas and modes of operation.

The Planning Act consolidating law on planning (LBK no. 937 of 24/09/2009).

The purpose of the Planning Act is to ensure that synthesised planning combines societal interests in land use 
while contributing to the preservation of the nation’s natural environment (§1).

The act is furthermore intended to:

contribute to expedient national development 
preserve valuable landscapes

The municipalities are charged with the responsibility of developing the plans, which are required by the 
Planning Act. Municipality and local plans must not be at variance with the interests of the state. World 
Heritage properties are on principle areas of state interest. If a given municipality develops a planning

 239 



THE PAR FORCE HUNTING LANDSCAPE IN NORTH ZEALAND

Figure 163. Nærum at Jægersborg Hegn. In accordance with the Planning Act local planning ensures that 
inhabited areas bordering the nominated property do not compromise its values. Photo Ida M. Grundahl© 

proposition that is inconsistent with state interests, the state can file a demurrer and the municipality cannot 
pass the proposition unless the content to which the objection pertains is excluded. The state’s requirements 
for the municipal planning processes are disclosed once every four years. 

In the rural areas surrounding the nominated property, §35 and §36 are relevant. According to § 35 of the 
Planning Act, parcellation, construction of new buildings, and changes to the utilisation of existing buildings 
and undeveloped areas, require permission from the municipal council. 

§ 36 of the Planning Act grants prompt permission for the construction of buildings requisite to a property’s 
continued agricultural or silvicultural operation.    

The Building Preservation Act consolidating the law on preservation and protection of buildings and urban 
spaces. (LBK nr. 685 of 9/6/2011). 

The Building Preservation Act safeguards old buildings with a substantial architectural, environmental or 
cultural historical value (§1). 

The preservation can include the preserved buildings’ immediate surroundings. The owner must maintain the 
listed assets, and if a planned construction development pertaining to a listed building surpasses regular 
maintenance, it requires permission from the authorities. Eremitageslottet: Built by Lauritz de Thurah 1734-
36, is a listed building in the Building Preservation Act.

240



THE PAR FORCE HUNTING LANDSCAPE IN NORTH ZEALAND

Figure 164. A century ago, the Øresund coastline beyond Jægersborg Dyrehave was a habited area. Today, 
the large villas have been demolished to recreate the magnificent view from Eremitageslottet towards 
Øresund. Since 1983 the work, which began in 1936 has proceeded within the framework of the Planning 
Act. Photo Ida M. Grundahl© 

The Museum Act consolidation of the Museum Act (LBK no. 1505 0f 14/12/2006)    

The purpose of the Act is to facilitate the work of the museums concerning the cultural and natural heritage 
of Denmark (§1).The consolidation of the Museum Act protects all in situ antiquities more than a hundred 
years of age (§ 29). This means that Kongestenen and the numbered stone posts in Store Dyrehave are listed 
by reference to the Museum Act. Responsibility for the maintenance of the assets rests with the owner, in 
this case the Danish Nature Agency.

The role of the Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry, which is a state museum, is defined by the Museum 
Act (§ 10-12).

The Civil List Act Queen Margrethe II’s Civil List (Act no. 136 of 26/04/1972)

A number of state-owned castles and gardens are at the disposal of the Danish Royal Family in accordance 
with the Civil List Act. The act sets out guidelines and financial stipulations pertaining to the royal family’s 
privileged use of palaces and palace gardens, including Eremitageslottet and the legal hunting rights for the 
state’s forests in North Zealand (§4).
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The general rule is that the state, via the Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties, assumes responsibility 
for the external maintenance of the buildings, whilst the Civil List is responsible for internal maintenance. 
The Civil List also handles the expenses involved in the consumption of game by the royal family (§42).

Figure 165. The royal family and members of the Danish Riding Association on the balcony of 
Eremitageslottet on the day of the annual St Hubert’s Chase. Photo René Erichsen©

Agencies 
The national laws, outlined above, have been developed and implemented by different ministries. Each 
ministry incorporates a range of trust departments in the form of directorates and agencies. 

The Danish Agency for Culture (KS)

The primary responsibility of the Danish Agency for Culture is to safeguard Denmark’s cultural heritage and 
to make it relevant to the individual and society at large levels. The agency contributes to the elaboration and 
implementation of the government’s stated objectives regarding cultural heritage issues, and it also 
contributes to the administration of the Museum Act and the Building Preservation Act.
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The Danish Agency for Culture works to preserve, register, develop and communicate the cultural heritage in 
dialogue and in cooperation with municipalities, owners, institutions and associations.

The Danish Agency for Culture is responsible for the work connected to the adoption of the convention 
concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage in Denmark. The Agency administers 
Danish applicant’s inclusion in the World Heritage List and is in charge of all contact with UNESCO.

The Danish Nature Agency (NST) 

The Danish Nature Agency is a subdivision of the Danish Ministry of the Environment. It manages the 
protection and use of Denmark’s natural habitats, forests, seas, lakes, and landscapes. Its primary objective is 
to maintain and create space for the largest possible diversity of plants and animals and to monitor the 
natural environment and prevent a decline in biodiversity. 

One of the Danish Nature Agency’s most important tasks is to create and maintain opportunities for the 
public to experience natural environments. In addition to natural management initiatives in state-owned 
areas, the Danish Nature Agency also strives to form green partnerships with, e.g., the municipalities 
regarding nature management and public communication. A high level of professional knowledge about 
forests and forestry, nature and species management, habitat restoration and the promotion of nature-based 
activities is a priority of the agency.        

The Nature Agency engages in tasks related to, e.g., specific issues of nature management, Danish national 
parks, outdoor activities and forestry and the operation of the Ministry of Environment’s approximately 
200,000 ha of forests and natural habitats.  

The proposed forests belong to the state, in this case represented by the Nature Agency. The agency’s 
regional office staff members are national experts on forest and game management and surveillance, the 
hunting roads systems and the effective presentation of the assets to the public.

The Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties (SLKE) 

Eremitageslottet is listed and belongs to the state, in this case represented by the Agency for Palaces and 
Cultural Properties. The agency, on the basis of its expertise, represents the highest national authority on the 
management, surveillance, development and public display of this particular category of buildings. The 
agency incorporates a branch for the management of cultural properties with special offices for the 
management of palaces and parks.

The Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties is responsible for the operation and maintenance of the 
state’s palaces and gardens and for the preservation of these for posterity. A primary objective in the 
operation of the state’s palaces and gardens is to give the places utilitarian value and to communicate the 
cultural heritage and history to the public in situ as well as through books, brochures and electronic media.
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Figure 166. Eremitageslottet is managed by The Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties. Photo Ida M.
Grundahl©

Municipal Planning 
Each of the six relevant municipalities operates a plan that presents a synthesis of the municipality’s general 
planning and determines the framework for land use and development opportunities. The plan is evaluated 
every 4 years.

By order of principle, municipal plans may not oppose national legislation. 

A municipal plan should establish guidelines to safeguard cultural and historical assets worthy of 
preservation and the positional integrity of valuable cultural environments and other important cultural and 
historical assets.  

The guidelines outline the overall structure of the municipality and provide a general framework for local 
planning within the municipality’s constituent areas.

The municipal plan system can be used to protect landscape structures while simultaneously considering 
interests relating to, e.g., cultural history.  
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World Heritage Sites are offered protection and incorporated into municipal plans as part of the 
government’s commitment to the protection, conservation and management of the properties. This also 
pertains to traces of entire public roads, or sections hereof, which lie outside the nominated properties. 

Local legislation 
The municipal plans constitute frameworks for local plans that stipulate the rules pertaining to land use. 

Local plans thereby ensure that building developments do not compromise landscape views or encroach 
upon fences etc. Local plans are important to the preservation of the surroundings of the nominated property, 
and they are used to safeguard the few par force hunting roads that are situated outside of the state-owned 
forest areas.

Within the boundaries of the nominated property, local plans ensure that maintenance and renovation 
procedures are carried out in harmony with the surrounding forest and landscape.

The local plans also play a vital part in protecting the areas bordering the nominated property. The local 
plans ensure that buildings outside the boundaries do not exceed a certain height, that roadside trees are 
looked after, and that buildings are only used for certain purposes, etc. 

In section 5.d below, the wide range of existing local plans are presented in maps, documenting how the 
nominated property and its boarders are very well protected by local plans on location.

5.d Existing Plans related to the Municipality and Region in which the proposed Property is 
located
In the following, the existing municipal and local plans pertaining to the nominated property are presented. 
The municipal plans are briefly summarised by pointing to the ways in which the nominated property is 
valued in each municipality. The relevant local plans are presented in maps showing the areas in the 
nominated series. By regulating its surroundings, the local plans protect the nominated property. 

Municipal and local plan provisions pertaining to the nominated property and the buffer zone 

Municipal plans 
The municipal plan represents the municipality’s general planning strategy and provides guidelines for 
further planning via local plans. The entire nominated property is protected by these plans. The plans are all 
digitalised and available at:

http://kort.plansystem.dk/visplaner/doc/howto/PlanDK_VisPlaner.html

The municipal and local plans are important to ensure that building developments do not compromise 
landscape views and the environment surrounding the nominated property. Because the entire property is 
protected by national legislation, the local and municipal plans are of particular interest in relation to the 
landscape immediately beyond the boundaries of the nominated property. Furthermore, a few areas within 
the property are also subject to local plans emphasising the importance of protecting the attributes of the 
Outstanding Universal Value of those specific areas.
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Map 5.3. Municipalities surrounding the nominated property

The nominated property is surrounded by seven municipalities: Gribskov, Hillerød, Fredensborg, Allerød, 
Rudersdal, Lyngby-Taarbæk, and Gentofte. Apart from Gribskov, they are all relevant in that they operate 
plans to protect the par force hunting road system. Below sections of the municipal plans that provide 
guidelines concerning the cultural landscape, are presented. The links below provide access to the entire text 
of the plans (in Danish).
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Hillerød’s Municipal Plan describes Hillerød as a cultural centre including Frederiksborg Slot and the great 
hunting forests surrounding it. Whilst it is desirable that the town should grow and develop, it is also 
important that the surrounding environmental values and the views between the castle and the rural 
landscape are protected. The plan ensures that urban planning processes give appropriate consideration to 
enviromental and cultural values1.

Fredensborg’s Municipal Plan states that Store Dyrehave and Gribskov are situated in a designated 
valuable landscape, as a result of which developers of new buildings and facilities are obliged to consider 
aspects of preservation, protection and the potential for improving landscape-based values. Local planning 
aims to support these objectives2.

Allerød’s Municipal Plan maintains that valuable cultural and natural landscapes must be preserved and 
accessible to the public via systems of paths. Local and regional planning aim to ensure this3.

Figure 167. Lines A-E illustrate the height limitations on the new university buildings. (Sigtelinje: line of 
sight). They comply with the stipulation that no building should be visible from Eremitageslottet. Illustration 
from ”Lokal plan 228 for Danmarks Tekniske Universitet, Campus Lyngby”. Lyngby-Taarbæk Kommune, 
2013.

Rudersdal’s Municipal Plan emphasises the importance of mapping the cultural landscapes in the 
municipal’s area. Mapping is a useful tool in the planning, procurement and administration of the cultural 
landscapes in relation to the development of new building areas. Jægersborg Hegn is designated as a cultural 
landscape by the municipality, and local planning takes this into account4.

1 http://soap.plansystem.dk/pdfarchive/11_1174417_APPROVED_1257947843497.pdf
2 http://soap.plansystem.dk/pdfarchive/11_1181117_APPROVED_1259076925745.pdf
3 http://soap.plansystem.dk/pdfarchive/11_1193395_APPROVED_1263325010705.pdf
4 http://soap.plansystem.dk/pdfarchive/11_1123139_APPROVED_1263893055552.pdf
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Lyngby-Taarbæk’s Municipal Plan includes a landscape strategy with provisions for Jægersborg 
Dyrehave. The deer garden is considered a unique and valuable landscape, it is under specialised 
management, and its maintenance is prioritised through e.g. local planning.

According to an agreement between the Danish Nature Agency and the municipality, from the perspective of 
the top of the stairs at Eremitageslottet, buildings may not be visible at an eye level of 152 cm. The 
agreement currently (2012) demands that Lyngby-Taarbæk Municipality shows special consideration for the 
lines of sight during the planning and construction of university buildings to the west of Jægersborg 
Dyrehave. The specific limitations on the buildings are shown in the aerial map below.

Gentofte’s Municipal Plan maintains that Gentofte Municipality has a rich cultural heritage, the protection 
of which is a central feature of the municipality’s general strategy and planning. The realisation of the 
potential of the area’s cultural heritage in such a way that it contributes to the cultural, social and economic 
development of the municipality, is an on-going challenge. Local plans aid in the process by providing 
direction for the development of new buildings and for the preservation of existing buildings5.

Figure 168. Local plan BV 36 ”Ny Hammersholtområdet” limits the height of buildings to a maximum of 2 
stories, which ensures that the boundary of Store Dyrehave remains visible. Photo Ida M. Grundahl©

5 http://soap.plansystem.dk/pdfarchive/11_1061068_APPROVED_1228730531062.pdf
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Local plans and maps 
An overview of the local plans that protect the surroundings of the nominated property is presented in the 
following maps and tables. The maps 5.4-12 illustrate how the nominated property is protected and managed 
according to existing plans and regulations. For each element in the nominated series the protection, which is 
in accordance with the Forest Act, the Nature Preservation Act and the Planning Act is illustrated by a map. 
Table 5.3-5 further elaborate information given in the maps.

Store Dyrehave 
Table 5.3 In accordance with the Planning Act, the protection surrounding Store Dyrehave is presented in 
local plans and municipal plan frameworks. Local plan = binding provisions for a certain area prepared by 
the municipality. Municipality plan framework = the same as local plan, only older than 1970. Cf. Map 5.6

Id Number of 
plan

Name of plan Type of plan Date plan was 
passed

Agency 
responsible 
for 
preparation

1037804 BV 29 Skole-
haveboligområde 
Hillerød øst

Local plan 3.12.1969 Hillerød 
municipality

1037803 BV 24 Institutionsområdet Local plan 27.6.1968 Hillerød 
municipality

1037929 BV 26B Kongevænget Local plan 22.9.1976 Hillerød 
mMunicipality

1037186 LP 318 Offentligt kulturelt 
område i Østervang

Local plan 29.9.2004 Hillerød 
municipality

1037505 LP233 Erhvervsområde v/ 
Kongens Vænge

Local plan 07.10.1993 Hillerød 
municipality

1037596 LP142 Egedamscenteret Local plan 15.12.1983 Hillerød 
Municipality

1037811 BV 35 Nordisk lejrskole Local plan 20.9.1972 Hillerød 
municipality

1037472 LP 263 E boligområde ved 
Skovledet

Local plan 25.9.1997 Hillerød 
municipality

1174803 1B15 Slotsbyen, Holmene Municipality 
plan framework

28.10.2009 Hillerød 
municipality

1174802 1B16 Slotsbyen, 
Horsevænget

Municipality 
plan framework

28.10.2009 Hillerød 
municipality

1037238 LP 309 Boligområde ved St. 
Stendamsvej

Local plan 18.6.2003 Hillerød 
municipality

1037812 BV36 Ny 
Hammersholtområdet

Local plan 15.8.1972 Hillerød 
municipality

1193546 SK. B. 08 Boligområde ved 
Nattergalevej mfl.

Municipality 
plan framework

16.12.2009 Allerød 
municipality

1052048 LP62A Kirkelte Landsby Local Plan 19.8.1998 Fredensborg 
municipality
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Map 5.4.Store Dyrehave. Protection according to the Forest Act
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Map 5.5. Store Dyrehave. Protection according to the Nature Protection Act
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Map 5.6. Store Dyrehave. Protection according to the Planning Act
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Gribskov 

Figure 169. Local plan LP165 makes provisions for “Skovskolen”, a division of the University of 
Copenhagen, which offers courses in forest engineering, park management, nature interpretation etc. The 
campus is situated within the nominated property. Photo Flemming Rune©

Figure 170. Local plan LP 380. Nødebogård limits the height of houses to 1½ and 2½ stories. Photo Ida M.
Grundahl©
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Table 5.4. In accordance with the Planning Act the protection surrounding Gribskov is  presented in Local 
plans and Municipality plan frameworks. Local plan = binding provisions for a certain area prepared by the 
municipality. Municipality plan framework = the same as local plan, only older than 1970. Cf. Map 5.9

Id Number of 
plan

Name of plan Type of plan Date of 
passing

Agency 
responsible 
for 
preparation

1037 818 BV 43 Byplanvedtægt for 
Gadevang

Local plan 28.4.1977 Hillerød 
municipality

1037570 LP 167 Bolig og 
erhvervsområde ved 
Fredensborgvej

Local plan 22.8.1985 Hillerød 
municipality

1037590 LP 151 Johannesskolen Local plan 20.12.1984 Hillerød 
municipality

1037904 LP 78B Luthersk 
Missionsforenings 
Højskole

Local plan 01.09.1982 Hillerød
municipality

1174745 1D1 Slotsbyen, 
tromlepladsen

Municipality 
plan framework

28.10.2009 Hillerød 
municipality

1037782 BV 3 Holmegårdskvarteret Local plan 14.11.1957 Hillerød 
municipality

1174489 2B1 Østbyen, Hillerød 
parkgård

Municipality 
plan framework

28.10.2009 Hillerød 
municipality

1037789 BV 8 Elmegårdskvarteret Local plan 03.7.1962 Hillerød 
municipality

1037772 LP 30a Børneinstitution ved 
Højager

Local plan 26.11.1987 Hillerød 
municipality

1037806 BV 30 Jespervejkvarteret Local plan 24.3.1971 Hillerød 
municipality

1037831 LP 357 Jespervej 247 Local plan 20.11.1969 Hillerød 
municipality

1037574 LP 165 Skovskolen Local plan 28.3.1985 Hillerød 
municipality

1037251 LP 299 Residential area in 
Nødebo

Local plan 30.10.2002 Hillerød 
municipality

1325380 LP372 Stengårdsalle Local plan 25.8.2010 Hillerød 
municipality

1037245 LP 302 Stenslettegård Local plan 25.9.2002 Hillerød 
municipality

1369731 LP380 Nødebogård Local plan 25.5.2011 Hillerød 
municipality

1037817 BV 41 Nødebo Local plan 24.2.1977 Hillerød 
municipality
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Map 5.7. Gribskov. Protection according to the Forest Act
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Map 5.8. Gribskov. Protection according to the Nature Protection Act
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Map 5.9. Gribskov. Protection according to the Planning Act
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 Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn 
 
Table 5.5. In accordance with the Planning Act, the protection surrounding Jægersborg Dyrehave and 
Jægersborg Hegn is presented in Local plans and Municipality plan frameworks. Local plan = Binding 
provisions for a certain area prepared by the municipality. Municipality plan framework = the same as local 
plan, only older than 1970. Cf. Map 5.12

Id Number 
of plan

Name of plan Type of plan Date plan was 
passed

Agency responsible 
for preparation

1178199 LP 119 For et boligområde ved 
Rundforbivej/Egebækvej

Local plan 01.9.2003 Rudersdal 
municipality

1205737 LP 54 For villaområder i Nærum nord 
for Nærum Hovedgade

Local plan 30.4.1985 Rudersdal 
municipality

1213180 BV 14 Ved Nærum Kirke Local plan 24.5.1957 Rudersdal 
municipality

1206268 LP 76 For et boligområde ved Nærum 
Hovedgade og Concordiavej

Local plan 01.9.1993 Rudersdal 
municipality

1060989 LP 10 For et område i Nærum 
beliggende mellem 
Nærumgårdsvej og Jægersborg 
Dyrehave

Local plan 01.10.1980 Rudersdal 
municipality

1124243 Næ B5 Egevejen mfl. Municipality 
plan framework

24.6.2009 Rudersdal 
municipality

1124226 Næ R6 ”De runde haver” i Nærum Municipality 
plan framework

24.6.2009 Rudersdal 
municipality

1124227 Næ D11 Wesselsminde Municipality 
plan framework

24.6.2009 Rudersdal 
municipality

1025550 LP 187 Lokalplan for Raadvad i 
Dyrehaven

Local plan 25.10.2004 Lyngby-Taarbæk 
municipality

1025513 LP 142 Renseanlæg Lundtofte Local plan 23.3.1998 Lyngby-Taarbæk 
municipality

1165845 LP 218 Lokalplan for Landmålervej 9A Local plan 01.11.2010 Lyngby-Taarbæk 
municipality

1360464 LP 224 For den nordlige del af Hjortekær Local plan 02.5.2011 Lyngby-Taarbæk 
municipality

1316356 LP 219 For Hjortekær langs Jægersborg 
Dyrehave

Local plan 28.3.2011 Lyngby-Taarbæk 
municipality

1025594 LP 66 For Dyrehavsbakken, Jægersborg 
Dyrehave, Taarbæk

Local plan 06.10.1987 Lyngby-Taarbæk 
municipality

1036935 LP 289 For et område ved Dyrehavevej 
og Klampenborgvej

Local plan 28.2.2011 Gentofte 
municipality

1119765 2.B1 Dyrehavevej Municipality 
plan framework

25.8.2008 Gentofte 
municipality
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Id Number 
of plan

Name of plan Type of plan Date plan was 
passed

Agency responsible 
for preparation

1025636 BV16 For den centrale og sydlige del af 
Taarbæk

Local plan 24.1.1977 Lyngby-Taarbæk 
municipality

1025495 LP 18 For et område i den nordlige del 
af Taarbæk, syd for Trepilevej i 
Taarbæk

Local plan 13.12.1982 Lyngby-Taarbæk 
municipality

1025492 LP 129 For Springforbiområdet i De 
Grønne Hovedtræk

Local plan 19.2.1996 Lyngby-Taarbæk 
municipality

1213171 BV 12 For Skodsborg fra Strandmøllem 
til Høje Skodborgs nordgrænse

Local plan 14.6.1959 Rudersdal 
municipality

1206262 LP 68 For et villaområde I den sydlige 
del af Skodsborg

Local plan 30.4.1986 Rudersdal 
municipality

1060975 LP 7 For et område ved Skodsborg 
Strandvej, Skodsborgvej og 
Kystbanen

Local plan 18.6.1980 Rudersdal 
municipality

1177783 LP 
102.1

Supplerende lokalplan for 
Skodsborg Sundhedscenter og 
Skodsborg Sundpark

Local plan 18.6.1997 Rudersdal 
municipality

1177786 LP 105 For det østlige område ved 
Skodsborg Station

Local plan 27.2.1991 Rudersdal 
municipality

1177897 LP 110 Etagebebyggelsen Høje 
Skodsborg

Local plan 28.9.1994 Rudersdal 
municipality

1206264 LP 69 For et villaområde i den nordlige 
del af Skodsborg

Local plan 28.5.1986 Rudersdal 
municipality

1061011 LP 12 For et areal ved Øresund 
Struckmannparken

Local plan 18.6.1980 Rudersdal 
municipality

1206265 LP 70 For et villaområde i den sydlige 
del af Vedbæk

Local plan 18.6.1986 Rudersdal 
municipality

1206259 LP 64 For et villaområde ved Køromvej Local plan 28.8.1985 Rudersdal 
municipality
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Figure 171. Local plan Næ R 6: The allotments close to Jægersborg Hegn do not compromise the nominated property. 
Photo Ida M. Grundahl©

Figure 172. Local plan LP 187Raadvad inDyrehaven: houses in Raadvad by the pond linked to the old water mill.
Photo Ida M. Grundahl©
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Map 5.10 Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn.Protection according to the Forest Act
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Map 5.11. Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn. Protection according to the Nature Protection Act
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Map 5.12. Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn. Protection according to the Planning Act
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5.e Property Management Plan or other Management System

Responsibility for the par force hunting landscape  
Nearly all of the nominated property is owned and managed by the state with most of the management duties 
and responsibilities befalling the Danish Nature Agency and the Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties, 
while the surrounding municipalities are responsible for the buffer zones. A steering committee representing 
all stakeholders coordinates the management and the cooperation on dissemination of knowledge about the 
landscape. The committee is chaired by The Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry. 

Figure 173. The management system of the nominated property.

The Steering Committee 
Since the inscription of the par force hunting landscape of North Zealand on the Danish Tentative List in 
January 2010, the Danish Nature Agency, the Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties and the Danish 
Museum of Hunting and Forestry have worked closely and collaboratively on the application to UNESCO 
for admission to the World Heritage List. The work has been overseen by a steering committee with 
representatives from each of the three abovementioned institutions. In the spring of 2011, the five 
municipalities entered the steering committee. In February 2013 Allerød municipality also joined.The 
steering committee consists of:

one representative from the Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry, committee chair and site 
manager
at least one representative from the Danish Nature Agency
one representative from the Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties
one representative from Hillerød municipality
one representative from Fredensborg municipality
one representative from Rudersdal municipality
one representative from Lyngby-Taarbæk municipality
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one representative from Gentofte municipality
one representative from Allerød municipality 

The committee is tasked with acknowledging the commonality regarding the management plans and is 
responsible for the ongoing collaboration in relation to the nominated property. The committee strives to 
attract research to the area and to extend awareness of the area’s identity. Overall responsibility and financial 
management rest with the site manager, representing the Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry. The 
members of the committee meet at least twice a year.        

The Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry (JSH)
The Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry is to become site manager and holds the position of chair of 
the steering committee. The work of the museum related to the par force hunting landscape of North Zealand 
is furthermore coordinated as follows:

Management strategy (including its production, implementation, annual evaluation and suggestions 
for potential amendments in collaboration with NST and SLKE)
Information and communication at international, national, and regional levels (e.g., contact with 
foreign institutions, responsibility for a permanent exhibition at the museum and for the production 
of brochures, posters, video, television broadcasts, the website and educational material)
Official visits related to the par force hunting landscape (presentations, meetings and displays in 
collaboration with NST and SLKE)
Monitoring and coordination of communicative efforts

The Danish Nature Agency (NST)
The Danish Nature Agency is a member of the steering committee and responsible for daily activities related 
to the par force hunting landscape, locally and on location, in relation to the general forest management 
regime:

Operation and maintenance of access roads and pathways
Communication via own website, own leaflets, and audio guides
Production of signposts and leaflets
Monitoring in relation to the management strategy
Management strategy 
Official visits (in collaboration with JSH and SLKE)

The Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties (SLKE)
The Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties is a member of the Steering Committee and responsible for 
daily activities related to local activities at the nominated property and on to the management of 
Eremitageslottet:

Building maintenance
Restoration and utilisation
Signposting
Communication via SLKE’s website and brochures 
Management strategy (amendments in collaboration with JSH and NST)
Official visits (in collaboration with JSH and NST)
Monitoring in relation to the management strategy
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The municipalities
The six municipalities are members of the steering committee, and, as authorities, they are responsible for 
tasks related to municipal-owned and privately-owned elements of the assets and of the buffer zones:

Protection within the buffer zones 
Monitoring within the buffer zones
Future management initiatives within the municipal buffer zones
Communication via e.g. websites and brochures

Management Plans 
As far as day-to-day on-location work is concerned, management of the nominated property is organised 
according to Map 5.1 (by state, municipalities and private owners). Almost the entire nominated property is 
state-owned and state-managed. A brief summary of the extensive forest management plans is provided 
below. Unabbreviated versions of the plans are available online.

Link to the management plans for Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn (autumn 2013):

http://www.naturstyrelsen.dk/NR/rdonlyres/694D34F0-DC45-4590-8A69-
5067F798C55D/33024/Planteksten.pdf

Link to the management plans for Store Dyrehave and Gribskov (autumn 2013):

http://www.naturstyrelsen.dk/Naturbeskyttelse/Skov/Statsskovene/Drift/Driftsplan/

Privately owned properties are subject to local plans, municipal plans and national law, which combined 
provide such a comprehensive regulatory framework that additional management is unnecessary.

Forest Management 
Characterisation of management  plans  
All state-owned properties, including forests and other natural habitats, are subject to 15-year management 
plans that stipulate how the state’s assets are to be operated and maintained. The management plans also 
form the basis for the allocation of annual state appropriations to the relevant administrative authorities for 
the implementation of the management plans’ objective.

In drawing up the management plans, it is the intention of the state to ensure that day-to-day management of 
state-owned areas and properties is designed to fit the aforementioned public, legal and administrative 
frameworks.

The concept of management planning in relation to the state’s (the Forestry Commission’s) forests dates 
back to the time of J. G. von Langen, who, upon his arrival from Germany in 1764, introduced “ordered 
forestry” to Denmark. Since the mid-1800s and up until today, an uninterrupted series of typically, 15-year 
management plans has existed for all the state’s forests, wherein management and utilisation of the areas are 
determined in detail. 

The continued presence of the par force hunting system is largely attributable to the aforementioned 
management system. Throughout most of the 19th century and up until today, combined with the Forest Act, 
the system has provided the most important means of protection against unintended alterations to the areas.
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The management plan is essentially a 15-year performance contract between the Danish Nature Agency’s 
director and the local administrative manager (forester) of the day. The objectives of the performance 
contract/management plan provide the point of reference for the allocation of annual grants for the fulfilment 
of the objectives.

Towards the end of the planning period, an evaluation is carried out to assess whether the objectives have 
been met, and new 15-year goals are established within the relevant general framework. If the general 
framework is modified before the end of the 15-year period, an assessment is carried out to determine 
whether to change the management plan or to add new regulations. Amendments and additions are 
continuously developed and adopted and subsequently integrated into future management plans.

Figure 174. The recent rebuilding of the eastern bastion at Eremitageslottet was financed by private 
foundations. Photo Ida M. Grundahl©

Castle Management  
Characteristics of management plans 
The mainstay of the Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties’ portfolio comprises the palaces and palace 
gardens, which have been at the disposal of the royal family for centuries. With the end of absolutism, 
ownership of these palaces was transferred to the state and consequently, the property portfolio has been 
state-managed for the past 160 years. 
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The portfolio includes Eremitageslottet. The castle is at the disposal to the royal family in its capacity as a 
hunting pavilion. 

Ten-year operation and maintenance plans for palaces are developed by the agency. Maintenance plans 
ensure the best possible basis on which the agency make decisions regarding restoration, maintenance, 
operation, development and utilitarian changes to gardens and cultural properties.

In addition, property inspections are carried out every second year by a number of royal building inspectors 
appointed to the task. During building inspections, the current state of the properties is evaluated, and the 
building inspector determines priority tasks for their preservation.

5.f Sources and Levels of Finance
Almost the entire nominated property is owned by the Danish state. The economic confines of the state’s 
activities are determined by the Budget. The Budget determines the size as well as the distribution of the 
total share of state expenses for the financial year with which the Budget is concerned. The Budget is passed 
by Parliament, which holds the  purse-strings and controls the use of grants.    

Budget regulations are established in §45 and §46 of the Act of the Constitution. The Budget is the 
framework for the government’s (i.e. for state institutions’) defrayal of expenses during the financial year. 
The Budget proposal is prepared by the ministries during the year preceding the current financial year.    

In the months of May and June, the Ministry of Finance reviews the ministries’ contributions to the Budget 
proposal and a discussion about the configuration of the proposal, new initiatives, etc. takes place internally 
within the ministries. In addition to making provisions for the year ahead, the Budget proposal also contains 
some general reflections on the following two years.

Parliament convenes in September for the first reading of the legislative proposal. After this, the proposal, as 
is the case with all other legislative proposals, is subjected to three additional parliamentary readings. The 
proposal is normally passed in December.

If, for some reason, the readings of the Budget proposal are not expected to be completed before the end of 
the calendar year, by reference to §45 of the Act of the Constitution, proposals for an interim appropriations 
act for the year ahead must be made.

Each of the ministries is allocated a section in the Budget. The Danish Nature Agency comes under the 
Ministry of the Environment and receives their appropriations in §23 of the law. The Agency for Palaces and 
Cultural Properties and the Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry operate under the aegis of the Ministry 
of Culture and receive their appropriations in §21. 

The individual ministries often have several subordinate agencies, institutions or portfolios of assignments, 
all of which may have their own particular paragraph in the Budget. As state institutions, the Danish Nature 
Agency, the Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties and the Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry, 
represented in the Budget in §23.51.01, §21.71.01, and §21.33.19, respectively provide the frameworks for 
state enterprise. In addition to an annual framework, the agencies are provided with a development grant for 
specific initiatives.        
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In relation to the par force hunting landscape of northern Zealand, within the Danish Nature Agency, 
management and maintenance of the par force hunting system is carried out entirely within the annual 
framework for business activities. For the Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties, general management 
also falls under business activities, but, within this particular agency, it is more common to allocate 
development grants for larger renovation tasks. In recent year, there are examples for both of these state 
institutions of renovation or development projects that, in addition to state funding, have been financed by 
external foundations or donations. These development projects and grants may span a period of several 
years.      

For the Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry, a substantial element of communication and educational 
activities are financed by grants from foundations.        

Within the part of the nominated property overseen by the Danish Nature Agency, the forest areas are 
managed and maintained by two geographical districts units. As regards the par force hunting roads, tracks, 
and surroundings, the funds for management and maintenance are derived from the framework pertaining 
both to the units’ forest and road maintenance and expenses related to visitors.

Figure 175. Annual grant allocation wheel for the par force hunting landscape in North Zealand
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5.g Sources of Expertise and Training in Conservation and Management Techniques

The Danish Nature Agency 
The Danish Nature Agency owns approximately one third of Denmark’s forested areas, but the 
administration and management of the agency’s properties is decentralised and is carried out by local units. 
The responsibilities of the Danish Nature Agency, Nordsjælland, include Gribskov and Store Dyrehave, 
whilst the responsibilities of the Danish Nature Agency, Hovedstaden (capital area), include Jægersborg 
Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn. The staffing, see Section 5j, reflects the requirements in relation to the local 
units’ combined tasks in managing the property.

The Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties 
The staff is comprised of academics specialising in management, architecture, history, or communication, as 
well as landscape architects, security specialists, and other specialised employees.

The administration of Eremitageslottet is handled at agency level by a palace coordinator representing the 
owner, an architect responsible for building and construction, a property technician responsible for technical 
installations, and custodians, administrative and communication staff, and external advisors.  

5.h Visitor Facilities and Infrastructure 
The infrastructure of the nominated property is good and provides both routes for recreational use and roads 
and tracks used in the management of the forests. The forest machinery and trucks need appropriate roads 
and requisite space, and the roads are therefore maintained on an annual basis, including repair of road 
surfaces and cutting back of branches of trees along the roads in order to maintain a 4 m clearance.

Figure 176. Odderdamsvejen in Gribskov is tarred and the track is kept open by cutting the grass along the 
roadside and removing side branches into the height of 4 metres. Photo Ida M. Grundahl©
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The accessibility of the nominated property is good and safe. Parking lots are placed at several entrances and 
roads and routes are provided for different user groups (see Table 5.6 below). The public are permitted to 
drive by car on only a few forest roads. A locked barrier blocks access to all motorised traffic apart from that

Table 5.6. Overview of installations for the provision of information and management  of outdoor activities 
in the nominated property. A. Store Dyrehave. B Gribskov. C Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn. 
The nominated area in Gribskov constitutes approximately half of the entire forest, and a number of the 
abovementioned installations are actually located outside the nominated area.  

Type Installation Number
A B C

Facility Barbeque facilities 4 22 5
Litter bin 14 8 100
Bench 5 6 100
Table and bench set 13 46 1
Fireplace 3 4 8
Lunch box houses 2
Plinth 3 49
Shelter 3 5
Tap 2 2
Tipi 1 1
Observation tower 3
Toilet 3 7
Rest pen 2
Campfire site 1 3 5

Outdoor recreation Primitive camping site 2 2 2
Parking lot 9 17 10
Campsite 8
Nature playground 1 1

Route Bridle path 69 km 30 km
Mountainbike route 1
Ski track 37 1
Hiking route 3 6
Activity course 2 2
Visual impairment route 1
Route for disabled 2

Information Pictogram pole 32 105
Folder box 8 8 20
Signpost stand, size A3 6 19 5
Information board or house 2 2
Road stone 34 326 200
Signpost stand, size A4 4 9
Route demarcation pole 62 117
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used by the staff of the Danish Nature Agency. This makes it safe for pedestrians, cyclists, horse riders, 
cross-country skiers, etc. to enter and use the forest. In Gribskov and Store Dyrehave, the forests are also 
marked with routes that are more suitable for disabled people.

 Store Dyrehave  
A variety of different leisure activities are undertaken by the public in the area, e.g. jogging, orienteering, 
geo caching, race walking, Nordic walking, horseback riding, mountain biking, skiing, hiking, tree climbing 
and overnighting. 

Store Dyrehave hosts public events and nature interpretation sessions for private groups and organisations 
wherein the area’s cultural history constitutes a central theme. The Danish Nature Agency employs six 
qualified nature interpreters to service the public in Store Dyrehave and Gribskov.

Information boards are placed at the forest’s main entrances along with the Danish Nature Agency’s local 
free-of-charge leaflet, No. 18: Store Dyrehave (1995), from the series Nature trails in the state forests
providing route suggestions and general information. 

Figure 177. There are several barbeque facilities in Gribskov, Store Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn, but 
due to the fire hazard, there are none in Jægersborg Dyrehave proper. Photo Ida M. Grundahl©
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The most recent census of visitors to Store Dyrehave was carried out in 2003 and showed a total of 194,000 
visitors (Jensen, 2003). Increasing levels of outdoor activity since the last census are suggestive of steadily 
increasing visitor numbers. In the event that the par force hunting landscape attains World Heritage status, 
visitor numbers are expected to increase by approximately 10%. 

Gribskov  
A variety of different leisure activities are enjoyed in the area, e.g., jogging, orienteering, geocaching, race 
walking, Nordic walking, horseback riding, mountain biking, skiing, hiking, tree climbing and overnighting. 

Gribskov hosts public events and nature interpretation sessions for private groups and organisations wherein 
the area’s cultural history constitutes a central theme. The Danish Nature Agency employs six qualified 
nature interpreters at the site.

Information boards are placed at the forest’s main entrances along with the Danish Nature Agency’s local 
free-of-charge leaflets No. 5: Gribskov and Gribsø (Gribsø Lake) (2010) and  No. 79: Gribskov and Nødebo 
(2008) from the series Nature trails in the state forests providing route suggestions and general information.

Figure 178. Front page of leaflet about Gribskov, available on theDanish  Nature Agency’s website and on 
location. Danish Nature Agency©

 273 



THE PAR FORCE HUNTING LANDSCAPE IN NORTH ZEALAND

The last census of visitors to Gribskov was carried out in 2003 and showed a total of 660,000 visitors 
(Jensen, 2003). Increasing levels of outdoor activity since the last census are suggestive of steadily 
increasing visitor numbers. In the event that the par force hunting landscape attains World Heritage status, 
visitor numbers are expected to increase by approximately 10%.

Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn  
A variety of different leisure activities are practised in the area, e.g. jogging, orienteering, geocaching, race 
walking, Nordic walking, horseback riding, mountain biking, skiing, hiking, tree climbing and overnighting, 
golfing, dog training, role playing, open air theatre and Hubertus Hunt, an annual, entirely equestrian event. 
The Hubertus hunters in red jackets pursue a “fox”, a rider with a fox-tail on the shoulder, and no dogs are 
involved. Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn host public events and nature interpretation sessions 
for private groups and organisations wherein the area’s cultural history constitutes a central theme. The 
Danish Nature Agency employs eight qualified nature interpreters at the site.

Information boards are placed at the forest’s main entrances along with the Danish Nature Agency’s local 
free-of-charge leaflets No. 22: Jægersborg Dyrehave (2003), No. 22E Jægersborg Deer Park (1994) and  No. 
49: Jægersborg Hegn (2003) from the series Nature trails in the state forests, providing route suggestions 
and general information.

Figure 179. Danish  Nature Agency leaflet about Jægersborg Dyrehave available on location and on the agency´s 
website. Danish Nature Agency©
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There are no barbeque facilities or outdoor fire sites in Jægersborg Deer Park because of the fire hazard and 
the elements of outstanding value, such as Eremitageslottet.

No routes are marked as specifically suited to disabled people because the forest roads are in such a good 
condition that wheelchair users can enjoy Jægersborg Dyrehave without the need for marked routes. 

Figure 180. The public can accessthe park  all year round by horse and carriage on the well-managed 
roads in Jægersborg Dyrehave. Danish  Nature Agency©

Jægersborg Dyrehave contains the country’s oldest amusement park and several restaurants. A number of 
hackney carriages take people for rides around the park. Klampenborg train station is in close proximity to 
the park and has direct connections to nearby Copenhagen every 10-20 minutes.

Visitor numbers to Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn were last monitored in 2003, when the 
survey showed a total of around 7 million annual visits to the forest (Jensen 2003). Based on the increasing 
use of the area by joggers, schools and day-care institutions, it would appear as if visitor numbers have been 
steadily increasing since the last census. One estimate is that Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn 
currently receive around 8 million visitors per annum. In the event that the par force hunting landscape 
attains World Heritage status, visitor numbers are expected to increase by approximately 10%, reaching 
nearly 9 million annual forest visits. 
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5.i Policies and Programmes pertaining to the Presentation and Promotion of the Property 

Dissemination of knowledge of the par force hunting landscape in North Zealand  
Information and communication about the nominated property is subject to an extensive dissemination policy 
executed by professional state agencies and museums. The nominated property has been, and continues to 
be, presented and promoted by qualified staff working in institutions that manage Danish natural and cultural 
landscapes. The existing levels of dissemination are set to increase in the future. 

Primary stakeholders and role assignment  
Information about the par force hunting landscape in North Zealand is disseminated by the primary 
stakeholders: the Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry, the Nature Agency, the Agency for Palaces and 
Cultural Properties and the municipalities in which the nominated property is located.

The Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry is a state museum with responsibility for the nationwide 
dissemination of information and educational material about hunting and forestry within the natural and 
cultural landscapes of Denmark. Its mission is to arouse enthusiasm for nature and develop an understanding 
of the culture, the cultural heritage and the importance of its preservation. The vision of the museum is to be 
the Danes’ preferred museum for “man in nature”. 

Figure 181. At special events, visitors to the Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry can try out ancient weapons. 
Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry©

The museum houses a permanent exhibition relating the history of hunting and forestry in Denmark during 
the last 15,000 years. The museum contains artefacts, paintings and photos, each of which tells the story of 
hunting and forestry, and the exhibition is supplemented with films, activities and, on request, tours led by
skilled guides. The museum hosts regular temporary exhibitions on related themes, and an outdoor fair that 
includes hands-on activities, presenting the history of forests, forestry, hunting, wildlife, etc. is held annually. 
The museum welcomes approximately 25,000 visitors each year. The museum provides a dedicated website
(www.jagtskov.dk), a newsletter, and The Danish Society of Forest History, that lists current exhibitions, 
excursions, lectures, literature, etc. about topics relating to hunting and forestry. 

The museum’s public facilities are 3,000 m2 of exhibition space, etc., and an outdoor area of 20,000 m2. The 
museum employees a nature interpreter, and offers a number of activities, also outdoors, for schools, 
kindergartens etc.
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Figure182. A pigeon is dissecated. Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry©

As the site manager for the project, the Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry will facilitate the 
presentation and promotion of the nominated par force hunting landscape in North Zealand. It is well suited 
to the task, given its dedicated mission to inform the public about the history of hunting and forestry, its 
well-equipped facilities for the dissemination of knowledge, educational activities and research, and its 
location in close proximity to the nominated area. The museum is, furthermore, expected to act as 
coordinator of exhibitions on the subject are in local museums, at international exhibitions, seminars and in 
publications and will act as knowledge bank for the entire project. 

The Danish Nature Agency is a subdivision of the Danish Ministry of the Environment. It manages the 
protection and use of Denmark’s nature, its waterways and landscapes. The goal is to create space for a wide 
diversity of plants and animals, and it monitors the natural environment and takes measures to prevent a 
decrease in levels of biodiversity. The Danish Nature Agency is the largest provider of outdoor experiences 
in Denmark, and it strives to make outdoor activities as attractive as possible.

Figure 183. Nature Agency guided trips through the forest on MTB bikes. Danish Nature Agency©
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The agency currently promotes the nominated property in various media and on location. It disseminates
knowledge, and provides educational material, about various aspects of the hunting landscape. The forms of 
media include a website that is updated on a daily basis. It presents all the natural and cultural landscapes 
managed by the agency, among which is the nominated property (www.nst.dk). A range of maps, images and 
texts present the nature, history and current state of the par force hunting landscape in North Zealand. The 
website also offers links to printed information folders for further on-site studies in the landscape (on-site). 

Marked routes in the forests take the visitor through the nominated area and audio-guides along the route are 
provided for further information. Signposting in situ is standardised, easily recognisable and can readily be 
augmented with information about a possible World Heritage Site. 

The Nature Agency runs an ongoing programme of nature interpretation, providing experiences and 
educational activities on location for kindergartens, schools, high schools and private companies who wish to 
know and experience the Danish natural and cultural landscapes. In the nominated area, approximately 50 
tours are conducted annually by qualified nature interpreters. There is potential to expand the topics of the 
tours to further disseminate information and knowledge about the nominated area.

Figure 184. Teaching kindergarten children about the anatomy of a deer. Danish Nature Agency©

The principal function of the Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties is to preserve, run and maintain 
a number of palaces/castles, gardens and cultural properties owned by the Danish state, and to optimise their 
use. 
The Agency’s website (www.slke.dk) presents all their properties, including the nominated Eremitageslottet 
and the landscape surrounding them, in folders, books and by way of guided tours. They communicate about 
news, exhibitions and activities being held in the properties, and they organise conferences, meetings and 
cultural events in the venues of the castles. 
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Together with the Lord Chamberlains’ Department, the Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties manages 
the utilisation of the palaces and castles for royal purposes. Eremitageslottet is used for royal hunting 
lunches, and is only on special occasions open to small public groups who are accompanied by a guide 
appointed by the Agency.

The Municipalities of Hillerød and Allerød, Fredensborg, Gentofte, Lyngby-Taarbæk and Rudersdal 
are responsible for local museums that present artefacts and archives concerning the history of local areas, 
including the nominated property. The municipalities plan to extend their cooperation in the dissemination of 
knowledge about the nominated areas, both to the Danish and to the international public. They will 
participate in the collaborative communicative efforts with the other stakeholders, e.g. with the creation of a 
World Heritage Class and the design of recreational routes and sign-posting, and of educational material for 
schools, etc.

Table 5.7 Overview of communication stakeholders and distribution of roles. The higher the X-score, the 
more weight/importance

Level/Stakeholder The Danish Museum 
of Hunting and 
Forestry 

Agency for Palaces 
and Cultural 
Properties 

The Danish Nature 
Agency 

Municipalities 

International XXXXX XXXXX XXXX X
National XXXXX XXXX XXXX XX
Regional XXXX XXX XXX XXXX
Local XXXX XXX XXX XXXXX
On-site X XXXXX XXXXX XXX

In the future, the dissemination of knowledge about the nominated property will be supported by a joint mar-
keting strategy developed in collaboration between the communication stakeholders responsible for the 
communication within the nominated area and professional tourist agencies, such as VisitDenmark (the 
Danish Tourist Agencies’ official guide to Denmark www.visitdenmark.dk).

Figure 185. The exhibition “Daughters of Diana” on women and hunting, summer 2011, is an example of a
collaboration between the Women’s Museum (Kvindemuseet) and the Danish Museum of Hunting and 
Forestry funded by external donors. Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry©
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Target audiences  
The dissemination of information 
about the par force hunting landscape 
in North Zealand targets a number of 
very different audiences, from local 
citizens with an affinity for the 
outdoors to international historical 
scientists and overseas tourists 
preparing a grand tour of Europe. The 
Danish Museum of Hunting and 
Forestry is well prepared to take on 
the role of the principal communi-
cator, if the nominated property is 
included in the World Heritage List. 

The first precondition for the 
development of a comprehensive, 
effective and targeted communication
strategy is the clarification of the 
make-up of target audiences at all 
levels, from the international level to 
the place-specific level (on-site).
Other preconditions include the 
choice of appropriate instruments in 
relation to the individually defined 
target groups, identification of 
stakeholders involved in the 
communication process, the 
distribution of roles among the 
relevant stakeholders, as well as a 
complete time schedule and financing 
model. A professional analysis of 
target groups will therefore form part 
of the abovementioned joint mar-
keting strategy. The diagram (next two 
pages) merely gives an indication of
the many opportunities to link the 
range of audiences and 
communication media in various 
ways.

The target audience is here 
categorized into five groups 
representing the most obvious visitor 
types to the nominated area.

Figure 186. Target audiences and 
communication media 
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Communication media 

The Internet

A site homepage hosted by the Danish Museum of Forestry and Hunting in Danish, English, German, French

All primary actors provide contribution

Content of maps, articles, images, literary references, educational materials, films, tv-broadcasts

Links to all primary actors’ websites, to international museums disseminating knowledge of comparable 
landscapes, to attractive publications in English about e.g. the castles, the landscape, the environment and the 
hunt, to general tourist information such as hotels, restaurants etc. within the nominated area

Presence at social networks (Facebook, Twitter, Flickr, Youtube) 

Mobile Media

Mobile telephones etc. with apps, audio guides, 
GPS in use on location
Mobile and online games on location/at home/in school
  

The printed media

Books richly illustrated
Maps with route suggestions for cyclists and wanderers
Leaflets on location and on traffic centres such as airports, 
main  railway stations, motorways etc. , in which the site is 
presented with other Danish  sites
Educational material and articles in magazines targeting 
teachers
Newspapers promoting activities 

Events 

Role plays for children on location
Annual hunt with horses, coaches, music, costumes and 
performances in the Baroque style 

Guided tours

Primary actors guide’s making tours on location 
Danish Nature Interpretation Service in connection 
to existing tours
Visit Denmark guides in connection to existing tours

  

Film, television, and radio 

Film production using the same format as previously 
employed by UNESCO in the presentation of  World 
Heritage Sites 
Tv-broadcasting from events on location/changing 
exhibitions etc.  

Signposting on location

Signposters with UNESCO´s logo e.g at Jægergården, 
Kongestjernen in Store Dyrehave and Eremitageslottet. 

 

Exhibitions

Permanent exhibition at the Danish Museum of Hunting 
and Forestry 
Small permanent exhibitions at local museums/the 
National History Museum
Travelling exhibitions circulating between local 
museums
International collaboration between Danish museums, 
e.g. Rosenborg, the National Gallery of Denmark, and 
the Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry, and 
international museums, e.g. Musée de la Chasse et de la 
Nature in Paris, Staatliche Kunstsammlung Dresden, 
Jagdschloss Kranichstein in Darmstadt, and the 
Gatchina Palace in Skt. Petersburg.
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Time schedule  
Presupposing that the par force hunting landscape in North Zealand is inscribed on UNESCO’s World 
Heritage List in 2015, the time schedule could look as follows, with year referring to the first year of 
operation: 

Table 5.8 Communication activities in the coming years

Year/Level 2014 2015 2016

International Design of site website Presentation film and 
photo-book created

Special exhibition

National Website linked to existing 
related websites

Permanent exhibition

Educational material for 
schools created

Mobile media

Leaflets and catalogues 
printed

Regional Site presented on 
television, radio and in 
newspapers and magazines

Local Exhibition World Heritage Class

On-site Signposts World Heritage School

Regardless of the outcome of the application, the Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry is currently 
planning a large permanent exhibition on the forests of North Zealand, and is seeking funding for an 
international scientific seminar on the absolute hunting landscapes of the 16-18th centuries, due to take place 
in the spring of 2015.

Financial considerations 
The Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry is currently seeking financial support from external funds for 
the production a website for the site, and for the development of range of activities in the nominated area. 

The other stakeholders (Danish Nature Agency, Agency of Palaces and Cultural Properties and the 
municipalities) are self-financing with regards to the production and execution of their communication
activities and they already have communication platforms. However, the steering committee may agree to 
draw up joint funding applications for large-scale communication initiatives, such as the development of a 
joint communication strategy, and film and television productions. 

The financial resources required for special exhibitions, book publications and large-scale events are subject 
to a presupposition of goodwill from foundations and sponsors.
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5.j Staffing Levels and Expertise (professional, technical, Maintenance)

The Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties  
Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties, with a total of 320 employees, is centrally administered. The 
Department of Cultural Properties administers Eremitageslottet and mentioned below is staff responsible for 
this administration: 

Department of Cultural Properties
3 architects
9 restorers
1 landscape architect
5 culture communicators

The Danish Nature Agency 
The Nature Agency manages approximately one third of Denmark’s forested areas, and is administrated 
centrally and locally with a total staff of 1,300 people. The decentralised administration and management of 
the agency’s properties is carried out by local units. The responsibilities of the Danish Nature Agency, 
Nordsjælland, include Gribskov and Store Dyrehave, whilst the responsibilities of the Danish Nature 
Agency, Hovedstaden, include Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn. The staffing, which is given 
below, reflects the requirements in relation to the local units’ combined tasks. The specification does not 
include trainees and students.

Table 5.9. Staff and qualifications of the local departments of the Danish Nature Agency that manage the 
nominated property. Nordsjælland: North Zealand, Hovedstaden: The capital.

Staffing level and expertise Danish Nature Agency
Nordsjælland

Danish Nature Agency
Hovedstaden

Chief Forest Officer 1 Msc in Forestry/PhD 1 Msc in Agriculture
Forestry Principals 2 Msc in Forestry 2 Msc in Forestry
Chief Advisor 1 Msc in Architecture
Head of Section 1 Msc in Geography
Biologists 3 Msc in Biology
Nature interpreter 1 qualified (Msc in Biology) 2 qualified (Msc in Biology)
Engineer 1 Bachelor in Agronomy
Manager of seeds 1 Forest and Landscape 

Engineer
Laboratory Manager 1 Specialised forest worker
Forest rangers 9 Forest- and Landscape 

engineers
4 Forest and Landscape 
engineers

Forest workers 21 11
Carpenter 1 1
Secretaries 3 2
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6. Monitoring 
6.a Key Indicators for Measuring State of Conservation
As the nominated property principally encompasses the road system through forest and the castle of 
Eremitageslottet, the key indicators concern forests, the road/path/trace system, buildings and visitors to the 
par force hunting landscape in North Zealand.

Figure 187. Forest administration ensures continuous monitoring of the state of the vegetation in order to 
ensure the ongoing survival of the trees. Note the discrete signposting. Photo Ida M. Grundahl©

Monitoring of forests 
Monitoring of the forests forms an ongoing and integral element of the work of the forest administration. 
However, it is performed particularly in connection with preparation of the forest management plans that are 
drawn up every 15-years. The objective of the management plans is to ensure that legislation concerning the 
management of the forests is not violated; that is, that the existence of the forests is secured subject to the 
forest reserve obligation.

Table 6.1. Methods for monitoring forest stands.

Type What is monitored How can it be monitored Who performs monitoring
Stands of forest Presence and condition of trees By walking through The Danish Nature Agency
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Table 6.2. Health indicators used in the monitoring of forest stands.

Type Indicator Periodicity Location of records
Forested areas Poor growth and dying trees Annually Danish Nature Agency, Hovedstaden

Danish Nature Agency, Nordsjælland

Monitoring of selected roads, paths, fences, etc.  
A registration and a classification have been done of the traces of the par force hunting road system in the 
landscape:

Public roads: asphalt roads accessible to the public by car.
Forest roads: roads solidified with the help of grit and open to the public, although motorised vehicles are 

not allowed.
Paths: paths that are not solidified and are used as, for instance, public footpaths, or for cycling or 

riding. 
Traces: traces of the par force hunting system that make its earlier existence visible and that can be 

documented by the help of vegetation borders, edges of the wood, solidification or topography 
in the landscape.

Table 6.3. Methods for monitoring roads, paths, traces, stones and stone fences.

Type What is 
monitored

How can it be monitored Who performs monitoring

Public roads The presence and 
condition

By driving through and by 
registration of condition

The municipalities

Forest roads Presence and 
condition

By driving through and by 
registration of condition 

Danish Nature Agency

Paths Presence and 
condition

By walking through and by 
registration of condition

Danish Nature Agency

Traces Presence and 
condition

By walking through and by 
registration of condition 

Danish Nature Agency

Fences and stones Presence and 
condition

By walking through and by 
registration of condition 

Danish Nature Agency

Figure 188. The state of the landscape surrounding Kongestjernen at Store Dyrehave is important to the 
experience of authenticity. Photo collage Ida M. Grundahl©
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The registration of roads and traces in the area constitutes the basis for their future monitoring. The overall 
principles will follow the routines that are used as a basis for upholding the forestry’s FSC certification. The 
Danish Nature Agency has prepared a map of items that are to be protected, in which various phenomena 
that should be preserved are registered. The Danish Nature Agency also states that the items’ presence must 
be regularly checked.

Table 6.4. Indicators used for monitoring roads.

Type Indicator Periodicity Location of records

Par force hunting roads in 
the state forests

Holes in road cover
Standing water
Plants on roads
Plants by roads that block vision 
Health condition of trees by roads 

Annually Nature Agency, Hovedstaden
Nature Agency, Nordsjælland

Public par force hunting 
roads in the 
municipalities

Holes in road cover
Plants by roads that block vision
Health condition of trees by roads

Annually Technical administration 
offices in individual 
municipalities

Figure 189. Monitoring at Eremitageslottet in Jægersborg Dyrehave is performed regularly by means of 
building inspections. Photo Ib Welling©

Monitoring of Eremitageslottet 
The condition of the state-owned castles is registered and classified in the Circular concerning Maintenance 
of Buildings Owned by the State. This circular aims to ensure a responsible inspection scheme for all 
buildings owned by the state.

 287 



THE PAR FORCE HUNTING LANDSCAPE IN NORTH ZEALAND

A range of royal building inspectors are appointed to inspect the listed properties. Maintenance inspection is 
carried out every second year, unless the Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties demands more frequent 
inspections.

The aim of regular maintenance inspections is to ensure that the interior and exterior parts of buildings are in 
a satisfactory condition. The inspectors may also suggest reconstruction of altered building parts, if a 
reconstruction would enhance the architectural value, and they may put forward suggestions for the 
implementation of work to reestablish what has been changed. 

The Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties and the Royal Inspector of Listed State Buildings have, for 
instance, initiated a climate assessment about conditions concerning damp and temperature fluctuations. The 
climate conditions in Eremitageslottet were analysed and reported in 2010, and, fortunately, the buildings 
were deemed to be in such a good state that no climate regulation system is required.

Table 6.5. Methods for monitoring the state of state-owned castles, e.g., Eremitageslottet

Type What is monitored How can it be monitored Who pefforms monitoring

Buildings, 
preservation of 
interior

Maintenance 
inspection every 
second year

Survey of building, 
submission of report

Agency for Palaces and Cultural 
Properties (the Royal Inspector of 
Listed State Buildings)

Buildings, 
preservation of 
exterior

Maintenance
inspection every 
second year

Survey of building, 
submission of report 

Agency for Palaces and Cultural 
Properties (the Royal Inspector of 
Listed State Buildings) 

Buildings, 24-hour 
surveillance

Alarm systems Daily report on condition Agency for Palaces and Cultural 
Properties

Furniture Climate 
measurements

Regulation of temperature 
fluctuations, lowering of 
indoor temperature

Agency for Palaces and Cultural 
Properties

Table 6.6. Indicators used for monitoring the state of state-owned castles, e.g,. Eremitageslottet

Type Indicator Periodicity Location of records

Buildings Air humidity
Temperature
Rot
Dry rot
Vermin

Weekly

Annually

Agency for Palaces and 
Cultural Properties

 
Monitoring of visitors 
In order to ensure a sustainable level of tourism in the nominated property, the number of visitors and their 
effect on the area is monitored continuously.
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The aim is to survey the number of people visiting the property and register how the ensuing wear and tear 
affects the need for maintenance in the area. Waste has, for example, a negative effect on the visual 
experience and therefore the perceived value of the property, and the maintenance budget (e.g., waste 
removal) increases with the number of visitors. 

The Nature Agency restricts the number of large-scale official events at the nominated property. In 
Jægersborg Dyrehave, the race “Eremitageløbet” and the horse race “Hubertusjagten”, with their high 
numbers of visitors and participants (more than 20,000 each) occur only once a year and are the only official 
large events in the park. They are scheduled with consideration to the mating seasons of the red deer and the 
fallow deer, and the gamekeeper of Jægersborg Dyrehave monitors any negative impact the presence of the 
many visitors may have on the deer.

Figure 190. Eremitageløbet in Jægersborg Dyrehave (left) is the biggest single start race in Denmark with 
19,000 participants.Another much visited event is the annual St Hubert’s Chase (right). Danish Nature 
Agency©

Table 6.7. Methods for monitoring numbers of visitorsin the nominated property.

Type What is monitored How can it be 
monitored

Who performs monitoring

Visitor statistics Number of visitors Counting at entrances Danish Nature Agency
University of Copenhagen

Waste Amount of waste Monthly report on waste The Nature Agency
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6.b Administrative Arrangements for Monitoring Property

Danish Nature Agency, Hovedstaden
Dyrehaven 6
DK-2930 Klampenborg
Denmark
Phone +45 7254 3000
Email: hst@nst.dk

Danish Nature Agency, Nordsjælland
Gillelejevej 2B
DK-3230 Græsted
Denmark 
Phone +45 7254 3000
Email: nsj@nst.dk

Agency for Palaces and Cultural 
Properties
H.C. Andersens Boulevard 2
DK-1553 København K
Denmark
Phone +45 3395 4200
Email: slke@slke.dk

Danish Agency for Culture
H.C. Andersens Boulevard 2
DK-1553 København K
Denmark
Phone +45 3373 3373
Email: post@kulturstyrelsen.dk

Hillerød Municipality
Trollesmindeallé 27
DK-3400 Hillerød
Denmark
Phone +45 7232 0000
Email: hillerod@hillerod.dk

Fredensborg Municipality
Egevangen 3 B
DK-2980 Kokkedal
Denmark
Phone +45 7256 5000 
Email: fredensborg@fredensborg.dk

Lyngby-Taarbæk Municipality
Lyngby Torv
DK-2800 Kgs. Lyngby
Phone +45 4597 3000
Email: lyngby@ltk.dk

Rudersdal Municipality
Øverødvej 2
DK-2840 Holte
Phone +45 4611 0000
Email: rudersdal@rudersdal.dk

Gentofte Municipality
Bernstorffsvej 161
DK-2920 Charlottenlund
Phone +45 3998 0000
Email: gentofte@gentofte.dk

Allerød Municipality
Bjarkesvej 2
DK-3450 Allerød
Phone +45 4810 0100
Email: kommunen@alleroed.dk

6.c Results of Previous Reporting Exercises
No previous reporting relevant to the monitoring of the par force hunting landscape in North Zealand has 
been carried out.
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7. Documentation 
7.a Photographs and audiovisual Image Inventory and authorisation Form

Table 7.1. Photo authorisation form

Id. no. Format Date of 
photo-
graph 
(mm/yy)

Photographer Copyright 
owner (if 
different 
from photo-
grapher)

Contact details of 
copyright owner

Non-exclusive 
cessation of 
rights

Par Force 
Hunting 
Landscape 1

jpg 07/2005 Erik Albertsen Danish 
Museum of 
Hunting and
Forestry

Danish Museum of 
Hunting and Forestry
Folehavevej 15-17
2970 Hørsholm
+45 45 86 05 72
museum@jagtskov.dk

Yes

Par Force 
Hunting 
Landscape 2

jpg 07/2005 Erik Albertsen Danish 
Museum of 
Hunting and
Forestry

Danish Museum of 
Hunting and Forestry
Folehavevej 15-17
2970 Hørsholm
+45 45 86 05 72
museum@jagtskov.dk

Yes

Par Force 
Hunting 
Landscape 3

jpg 10/2012 Ida M. 
Grundahl

Photographer Danish Museum of 
Hunting and Forestry
Folehavevej 15-17
2970 Hørsholm
+45 45 86 05 72
museum@jagtskov.dk

Yes

Par Force 
Hunting 
Landscape 4

jpg 10/2012 Ida M. 
Grundahl

Photographer Danish Museum of 
Hunting and Forestry
Folehavevej 15-17
2970 Hørsholm
+45 45 86 05 72
museum@jagtskov.dk

Yes

Par Force 
Hunting 
Landscape 5

jpg 07/2012 Ida M. 
Grundahl

Photographer Danish Museum of 
Hunting and Forestry
Folehavevej 15-17
2970 Hørsholm
+45 45 86 05 72
museum@jagtskov.dk

Yes

Par Force 
Hunting 
Landscape 6

jpg 05/2013 Ida M. 
Grundahl

Photographer Danish Museum of 
Hunting and Forestry
Folehavevej 15-17
2970 Hørsholm
+45 45 86 05 72
museum@jagtskov.dk

Yes
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Id. no. Format Date of 
photo-
graph 
(mm/yy)

Photographer Copyright 
owner (if 
different 
from photo-
grapher)

Contact details of 
copyright owner

Non-exclusive 
cessation of 
rights

Par Force 
Hunting 
Landscape 7

jpg 10/2012 Ida M. 
Grundahl

Photographer Danish Museum of 
Hunting and Forestry
Folehavevej 15-17
2970 Hørsholm
+45 45 86 05 72
museum@jagtskov.dk

Yes

Par Force 
Hunting 
Landscape 8

jpg 02/2013 Ida M. 
Grundahl

Photographer Danish Museum of 
Hunting and Forestry
Folehavevej 15-17
2970 Hørsholm
+45 45 86 05 72
museum@jagtskov.dk

Yes

Par Force 
Hunting 
Landscape 9

jpg 07/2010 Ib Welling Photographer Danish Museum of 
Hunting and Forestry
Folehavevej 15-17
2970 Hørsholm
+45 45 86 05 72
museum@jagtskov.dk

Yes

Par Force 
Hunting 
Landscape 10

jpg 02/2013 Ida M. 
Grundahl

Photographer Danish Museum of 
Hunting and Forestry
Folehavevej 15-17
2970 Hørsholm
+45 45 86 05 72
museum@jagtskov.dk

Yes

Par Force 
Hunting 
Landscape 11

jpg 04/2009 Kirsten Jein Danish 
Museum of 
Hunting and
Forestry

Danish Museum of 
Hunting and Forestry
Folehavevej 15-17
2970 Hørsholm
+45 45 86 05 72
museum@jagtskov.dk

Yes

Par Force 
Hunting 
Landscape 12

jpg 06/2009 Ida M. 
Grundahl

Photographer Danish Museum of 
Hunting and Forestry
Folehavevej 15-17
2970 Hørsholm
+45 45 86 05 72
museum@jagtskov.dk

Yes

Par Force 
Hunting 
Landscape 13

jpg 06/2008 Søren Agerlund Photographer Danish Museum of 
Hunting and Forestry
Folehavevej 15-17
2970 Hørsholm
+45 45 86 05 72
museum@jagtskov.dk

Yes
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7.b Texts relating to protective Designation, Copies of Property Management Plans or 
documented Management Systems and Extracts of other Plans relevant to the Property
Danish laws, management plans, building inspection reports, etc. are summarised in Chapter 5 and are 
therefore not all appended. These documents amount to several thousand pages. 

An extract of the Forest Management Plans for Nordsjælland (North Zealand) and Hovedstaden (The 
Capital) divisions of the Nature Agency is presented in the following section.

Table 7.2. Distribution of tree species (Acer is normally the introduced sycamore maple, A. pseudoplatanus). 

Table 7.3. Distribution of unplanted areas (20% of the entire area).
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Extract of forest management plan, Store Dyrehave and Gribskov 

Danish Nature Agency, division Nordsjælland (North Zealand) 
Store Dyrehave is more or less square-shaped, covers 1,087.4 ha of forest, and is surrounded by a stone 
fence. Between Isterødvejen, Overdrevsvejen and the forest, a stretch of open, grassy land, 15-25 m wide, 
accentuates the forest boundary. Københavnsvej runs through the forest from north to south. 

As an urban forest, it is used on a daily basis by large numbers of visitors from the surrounding villages and 
from Hillerød.

Whilst the forest west of Københavnsvej is in a good condition, parts of the eastern side of the forest have 
suffered somewhat during recent heavy storms. Some areas laid bare by the storm of 1967 remain 
unforested, whilst other areas around Stjernen were replanted with spruce in the 1980s. Beech trees and 
Norway spruce thrive in the forest.

Treeless areas constitute 20% of the entire area.Tables7.2and 7.3 show the distribution of trees
and unplanted areas. 

The nominated part of Gribskov covers an area of 4,670 ha, which has been forested for centuries, albeit 
non-forested habitats cover 1,123 ha (Table 7.4 and 7.5). The area is divided from north to south by a large 
ridge, which means that surface water flows eastward towards the lake of Esrum Sø and westward towards 
Arresø (also a lake). The landscape’s characteristic appearance is in large part due to the hills, which are 
formed in almost parallel lines, and create many lakes and swampy areas. Many areas in the forest were
drained 150 years ago, but during the last decade action has been taken to restore the wetlands for the benefit 
of birds and other wildlife.

Beech (Fagus sylvatica) is the dominant deciduous tree species, found in both monoculture and mixed 
stands. Whilst beech grows well, regeneration can be challenging due to the large, wild population of fallow 
deer, which are fond of the new shoots. New plantations therefore have to be fenced. Other broadleaved 
species are sycamore maple (Acer pseudoplatanus) and ash (Fraxinus excelsior).

Norway spruce (Picea abies) grows well all over the forest, especially in the more elevated areas. The low-
lying, spruce-clad areas are now being used for other purposes.
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Table 7.4.(left). Relative abundance of different tree species in the forested areas. Table 7.5 (right). Relative 
proportion of different types of non-forested habitats.

                       

Gribskov is characterised by high levels of biodiversity and subject to the Natura 2000 listing. Efforts are 
being made to improve nature conservation even further.

Gribskov is a large forest and the least visited of the forests in the nominated property. Opportunities for 
visitors to find solitude in the forest is deliberately protected by regulations that minimise the construction of 
public facilities and ban large-scale public events, such as mountain bike races, dog training and orienteering 
in certain parts of the forest. During the breeding and mating seasons, military exercises involving shooting 
are also forbidden.

The forests are centuries old. Afforestation has been undertaken for the past 100 years, as illustrated below in 
Table 7.6. Note that the figure shows the entire district under the jurisdiction of the Danish Nature Agency, 
North Zealand – 6,456 ha in total. 

 295 



THE PAR FORCE HUNTING LANDSCAPE IN NORTH ZEALAND

Figure 191. Some evenly-aged monoculture plantations in Gribskov are used for timber production. Photo 
Ida M. Grundahl©

Table  7.6 Age distribution in the forests of the Danish Nature Agency, North Zealand division.
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The primary management objective of Store Dyrehave is to:

- support opportunities for outdoor activities and to preserve the area’s cultural heritage.

Gribskov’s primary management objective is to:

- support nature-based, cultural and recreational values and activities in the forest whilst maintaining a 
production of timber. The production is slowly being converted from coniferous to deciduous stands.

Guiding objectives for the current management of the forests include:

- increasing the total number of deciduous trees, in particular beech and oak trees, by way of natural 
regeneration where possible

- reducing the relative proportion of conifers 
- keeping clearings open by way of mowing, grazing animals
- creating more clearings in Gribskov
- creating and maintaining new wetland areas, especially in Gribskov
- keeping the stone fences in Store Dyrehave free of vegetation
- working with the landowners around Store Dyrehave to keep the area adjacent to the stone fence free 

of vegetation
- taking action to increase the visibility of the par force hunting road system and maintaining clearings 

and landmarks
- identifying currently invisible paths and traces
- trying to locate missing number stones
- in order to guarantee the integrity of the par force hunting roads, no new roads, paths, traces or 

clearings must resemble the par force hunting roads in their design. Furthermore, no new roads or 
paths are to be constructed closer than 50 metres from the hunting systems’ stars or crosses 

- in Store Dyrehave, the existing trace of electricity pylons across the forest in the south with become 
less obvious when the high voltage plant is moved underground. This action will be undertaken in 
order to limit the expression of long, straight lines to the par force hunting road system and the 
surrounding stone fence.

The entire Forest Management Plan (in Danish) will be available on the internet in the autumn of 2013. It 
will be similar to this (for Blåvandshuk in the western part of Denmark)

http://www.naturstyrelsen.dk/Naturbeskyttelse/Skov/Statsskovene/Drift/Driftsplan/Blaavandshuk/Samlet/
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Figure 192. In the future, the high-voltage lines in the southern part of Store Dyrehave will be moved 
underground. With time, the long, straight clearing will become overgrown. This will reduce the risk of 
confusion between this clearing and the par force hunting roads. Photo Ida M. Grundahl©

Extract of forest management plan Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn 

Danish Nature Agency, Greater Copenhagen division 
The area of Jægersborg Dyrehave is 1,088.4 ha. Of this area, 860 ha is fenced in as a deer park. The deer 
graze the forest floor and browse branches to a height of about 2 m above ground, giving the forest a light 
and transparent appearance. Young stands are fenced in for up to 50 years with a view to preventing the deer 
from destroying the young trees.

Up until 1832, Jægersborg Hegn was part of the deer park and the landscape was similar to that of 
Jægersborg Dyrehave. With the end of the management of the forest as a deer park, the fence was moved 
south, the many open areas were afforested with beech and oak. The area of the present Jægersborg Hegn is 
435.4 ha, of which 93% is forest.
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Table 7.7. Distribution of trees species and ages in the Jægersborg Dyrehave  during the last 200 years.

Table 7.8. Distribution of trees species and ages in the Jægersborg Hegn during the last 200 years.

The low level of planting activity a century ago is striking in both Jægersborg Hegn and Jægersborg 
Dyrehave, as is the variation in choice of tree species in different silvicultural systems (Tables 7.7 and 7.8). 
For 40 years, almost no planting took place. Subsequently, the plantation plans varied greatly. The plantation 
of climax species, such as beech and oak, has been regular only in the last 80 years.
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Jægersborg Dyrehave features a lot of old trees (more than 200 years), mainly beech and oak (Quercus 
robur), and old trees also occur in Jægersborg Hegn, which was part of Jægersborg Dyrehave before 1832. In 
Jægersborg Hegn the many mature trees are mainly beech around 140 years of age, and since 1940 the forest 
has had an even distribution of trees with beech and oak as dominating species. The increment of the 
broadleaved species is very good due to a deep soil with plenty of nutrients and water.

In Jægersborg Dyrehave, 552.3 ha are covered by forest (almost entirely deciduous with beech as the 
dominant species), clearings make up 478.8 ha, and 57.5 ha comprise service areas. The open clearings 
include fields that produce forage for the game, a golf course and Bellevue Beach park.

305. 5 ha of Jægersborg Dyrehave and 20.9 ha of Jægersborg Hegn are protected by the Nature Preservation 
Act, designation §3 and classified as shown in Tables 7.9 and 7.10.

Table 7.9 (left). Distribution of open, protected nature types in Jægersborg Dyrehave and (Table 7.10 right
Jægersborg Hegn).

Most of the deer park and the river Mølleåen are designated under Natura 2000, primarily due to their 
wildlife habitats linked to water (river, lakes, bogs, meadow, lakeside).

In Jægersborg Hegn, “Bøllemosen” (a peat bog containing a eutrophic lake) is designated under Natura 2000.  

Jægersborg Dyrehave is the only state forest in Denmark that is managed as a “recreational forest”, which 
means that the overall objective is to provide good quality outdoor activities for the public. This objective is 
decided politically and signed by the Minister of Nature and  the Environment. Since Jægersborg Hegn and
Jægersborg Dyrehave are linked by their history, topography and landscape, they share the same overall 
management goal for their woodlands. 

In the north, from Jægersborg Hegn to the plain at Eremitageslottet in Jægersborg Dyrehave, the landscape 
mainly consists of high forest. Around Eremitageslottet, the high forest is scattered as clumps of trees in a 
mosaic with plains, grasslands and glades, before it takes over again in the southern part of the deer park. 
The central, open landscape is also framed by high forest towards the west and the surrounding town. When 
they enter the park, this gives visitors the impression of being “embraced by nature”.
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Since 1843, four operational goals have been effectuated in Jægersborg Dyrehave to:

- preserve the original balance between forested areas and plains
- preserve a population of deer in a large area
- maintain the (visual) elements that the public perceive as being typical of Jægersborg Dyrehave and 

its forests
- avoid major changes in current condition and appearance.

These long-term goals are pursued on a daily basis in the forest’s work, and emphasis is also placed on 
nature preservation, nature interpretation an outdoor life.

One challenge is to maintain the impression of a pastoral landscape that is in keeping with the romantic 
perception of most Danes of the central area of the deer park, while at the same time renewing the forest for 
future generations. Renewal of the naturally disappearing old stands does not comply with Many Danes are 
unwilling to accept that the new plantations in the plains to renew the old stands are fenced-in to protect the 
young trees. The planting schemes are used to try to solve this problem.

Another challenge is to harmonise the wish for preservation of the unique biodiversity of the specific natural 
elements in Jægersborg Dyrehave with a demand for a silvicultural system that renews the stands and 
sometimes, for safety reasons, removes old trees. One important procedure is to use shifting enclosures 
within the deer park, as the grazing deer keep the vegetation in check. 

Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn are used intensively by the public. Many local people take daily 
exercise in the forests, or use them as their preferred route to work, etc. Other visitors include people from 
the Greater Copenhagen area and national and international tourists. The train stations in Klampenborg and 
Skodsborg are situated at the entrances to the forests, making the forests accessible to local schools, 
kindergartens and other groups who use the facilities for teaching, excursions, etc.

The goal of Jægersborg Dyrehave is to give visitors good quality experiences. Management of the royal 
hunting landscape continues to focus on the deer, the roads and the maintenance of the balance between the 
open and forested areas. A continuous and conscious management system is necessary in this cultural 
landscape. 

Some of the major guidelines of the Forest Management Plans are to:

- support and visually underline the overall character of the landscape and its topography. This 
concerns in particular the area around Eremitageslottet

- preserve and underline the historic hunting roads, paths and clearings by way of new plantings  
- develop the green “setting” at the castle by regenerating the stands in time, i.e. avoid the loss of the 

characteristic groves of big trees on the plain

Guidelines in relation to outdoor activities include to: 

- sustain a large population of mainly fallow deer and red deer to the enjoyment of the public
- make as many areas as possible accessible throughout the year
- preserve the par force hunting road system and the topography of the landscape
- remove more of the dead wood along the most used paths
- maintain the current services along Dyrehavsbakken and restaurants in the forest.
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For the whole forest management plan (in Danish) see: 

http://www.naturstyrelsen.dk/NR/rdonlyres/694D34F0-DC45-4590-8A69-
5067F798C55D/33024/Planteksten.pdf

Figure 193. Feeding of the deer at wintertime. Photo Peter Lassen©

7.c Form and Date of most recent Records or Inventory of Property
The most recent inventories or records of the values in the nominated property are:

Management plan for Jægersborg State Forest District 1999-2013
Management plan for Frederiksborg State Forest District 1991-2006
Status report on Eremitageslottet 2009 by the Preservation Research Unit at the National Museum
Latest building inspection carried out by Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties
Forest maps, April 2010, Danish Nature Agency
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7.d Address where Inventory, Records and Archives are held

Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties
H.C. Andersens Boulevard 2
DK-1553 København V
Denmark

Danish Nature Agency, Hovedstaden 
Dyrehaven 6
DK-2930 Klampenborg
Denmark

Danish Nature Agency, Nordsjælland 
Gillelejevej 2B
DK-3230 Græsted
Denmark
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Lake Esrum and surroundings.
Map unnamed

Manuscript 
Detail map

c. 
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Forsvarets arkiver. 
Kort og tegnings 
samlingen. 
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III 56

Plan des Copenhagener-Friedrichsburger und 
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Befehl (Frederik IV’s rytterkort) by Abraham 
Christian Willars
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Den Nord-østlige Fjerdedeel af Siælland under 
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Geometriske Grund-Tegning over Kiøbenhavns 
Beritt udi Kiøbenhavns Amt efter Hands 
Kongelige Majestæt Frederik den Femtes 
allernaadigste Ordre under Hands Excellence 
Herr Geheime Conference Raad og Ober-
Jæger-mester von Grams Direction er Optaged 
Beregnet Taxeret Beskreven ved de … og til 
Forst Registraturen med Tilbehør afleveret.  
(Hareskovene)

Print by Ludv. 
Petersens 
Etabl.

1765 Not known Original and print 
in Danish National 
Archives
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(i.e. Johan Georg von 
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Geometriske Grund-Tegning over Friderichs-
Borg Revier udi Friderichs-Borg Amt efter 
Hands Kongelige Majestæt Konge Frederik 
den Femtes Allernaadigste Ordre under Hands 
Excellence Herr geheime Conference Raad og 
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8. Contact Information of 
responsible Authorities 
8.a Preparer

Name: Jette Baagøe
Title: Director, Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry
Address: Folehavevej 15-17
City, country: DK-2970 Hørsholm, Denmark
Tel: +45 45 86 05 72
Mobile: +45 41 96 36 35
E-mail: baagoe@jagtskov.dk

8.b Official local Institutions
Danish Nature Agency, Hovedstaden
Dyrehaven 6
DK-2930 Klampenborg
Denmark
Phone +45 72 54 30 00
Email: hst@nst.dk

The Danish Nature Agency, Nordsjælland
Gillelejevej 2B
DK-3230 Græsted
Denmark 
Phone +45 72 54 30 00
Email: nsj@nst.dk

Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties
HC. Andersens Boulevard 2
DK-1553 København K
Denmark
Phone +45 33 95 42 00
Email: slke@slke.dk

Danish Agency for Culture
H.C. Andersens Boulevard 2
DK-1553 København K
Denmark
Phone +45 33 74 51 00
Email: post@kulturstyrelsen.dk
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Hillerød Municipality
Trollesmindeallé 27
DK-3400 Hillerød
Denmark
Phone +45 72 32 00 00
Email: hillerod@hillerod.dk

Fredensborg Municipality
Egevangen 3 B
DK-2980 Kokkedal
Denmark
Phone +45 72 56 50 00 
Email: fredensborg@fredensborg.dk

Lyngby-Taarbæk Municipality
Lyngby Torv
DK-2800 Kgs. Lyngby
Phone +45 45 97 30 00
Email: lyngby@ltk.d k

Rudersdal Municipality
Øverødvej 2
DK-2840 Holte
Phone +45 46 11 00 00
Email: rudersdal@rudersdal.dk

Gentofte Municipality
Bernstorffsvej 161
DK-2920 Charlottenlund
Phone +45 39 98 00 00
Email: gentofte@gentofte.dk

Allerød Municipality
Bjarkesvej 2
DK-3450 Allerød
Phone +45 48 10 01 00
Email: kommunen@alleroed.dk
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8.c Other local Institutions 
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8.d Official web Address
If the North Zealand par force hunting landscape becomes listed as a UNESCO World Heritage site, a new 
web site will be constructed. Presently the website below is used:

http:// www.jagtskov.dk  

Contact name: Jette Baagøe

E-mail: baagoe@jagtskov.dk
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9. Signature on Behalf of the State 
Party 

                                                                                Date

                                    ___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

                                                                        Marianne Jelved

                                                               Minister of Culture
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The beautiful rolling landscape of North Zealand was for the most part formed by glaciers at the end of the last Ice Age and consists of a core of unfertile moraine hills interspersed with small lakes and swamps and surrounded by fertile plains. The hills have always been forested and retain their ancient woodlands which are home to a wealth of wildlife, while the plains have been cultivated since prehistoric times. Here, close to their capital, Danish kings of the 16th  century established a rich royal estate that provided ideal hunting conditions. The land-scapes of North Zealand then boast a rich variety of royal castles, including a royal residence and the World Heritage castle of Kronborg. Today, the most striking feature of the forests of North Zealand is a very well-preserved star-shaped system of straight rides created for the par force hunt of the absolute monarchs towards the end of the 17th century. The principal feature of this landscape is the design of the system of hunting rides, which forms an ingenious geometric network of squares and stars in the forests. This design was made to express the absolute monarch’s ability to exercise control over nature, and at the same time to exploit to the utmost the natural topography of the landscape. Around 1685 the design was a novelty, today it distinguishes the par force hunting landscape in North Zealand from all comparable European hunting landscapes.
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Serial approach 
1. Components of the series 

The Par Force Hunting Landscape in North Zealand has been proposed as a serial nomination comprising 
three components:the forests of Store Dyrehave, Gribskov and Jaegersborg Hegn/Jaegersborg Dyrehave. 
While it is understandable why the two first components have been selected, could the State Party clarify 
how the third – Jaegersboeg Hegn/Jaegersborg Dyrehave – has been chosen and how its contributes to 
illustrate the proposed Outstanding Universal Value for the nominated serial property, considering its layout 
and its historical developments as illustrated in the nomination dossier in comparison with other surviving 
parts of the royal landscape. 

The Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention state that within a 
serial property “each component part should contribute to the Outstanding Universal Value of the property as 
a whole” (Paragraph 137.b) and that it is “the series as a whole – and not necessarily the individual parts of it 
–“which are of Outstanding Universal Value” (Paragraph 137.c).  

According to Criterion II, a cultural landscape, should exhibit an important interchange of human values, 
over a span of time .. on developments in .. landscape design. In the case of the par force hunting landscape 
in  North Zealand  it was argued (nomination dossier p.20)  that the landscape is an outstanding example of 
the  interchange of Baroque values in Europe on developments in landscape design in the 17-18th centuries.  

The two serial components with a design of proposed Outstanding Universal Value, Store Dyrehave and 
Gribskov, were planned and shaped in one process. Therefore no development in design is illustrated within 
or among them. Only by comparing them to Jægersborg Hegn/Jægersborg Dyrehave, will the development in 
the entire hunting landscape’s design become evident. As mentioned in the nomination (dossier p. 88) 
Jægersborg Dyrehave was erected for the par force hunt in 1670, and it contains design elements that are 
older than those in the other forests, as well as some that are younger. With the proposal to include the park, 
the nominated series may therefore as a whole illustrate the developments in landscape design in the 17-18th 
centuries, and, it may be added, the relationship between the type of hunt, the topography and the design.  

It is also important that the historical function of the hunting landscape is absolutely easiest to understand in 
Jægersborg Dyrehave, where the traditions are still alive. Every Dane knows the park where red, fallow and 
sika deer may be seen in abundance, and as Jægersborg Dyrehave is one of the few European deer parks with 
public access during the rut in September, it attracts photographers and spectators from all over Europe. Each 
year, the public assembles by thousands to watch St. Hubert’s chase, a ride, recalling the par force hunts, and 
the royal family appears at the balcony of Eremitageslottet, which is still being used for its original purpose. 
The memory of the par force hunts of the 17th and 18thcenturies still live here, even if hunting with hounds 
was long since forbidden. Moreover, public transportation to and within the park is well developed. On 
Wednesdays, cars are allowed access by Hjortekærvej to Eremitageslottet, which is quite extraordinary as 
private cars are strictly forbidden in all other Danish forests. At Klampenborg, the main entrance road has 
been paved to withstand the wear, and even though an estimated seven million people visit Jægersborg 
Dyrehave every year, the park has demonstrated its immense carrying capacity. It is therefore also an 
important argument for the inclusion of the park in the series that it was long since established as THE par 
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force hunting forest in Denmark. The park simply offers a unique possibility for disseminating knowledge 
about the entire hunting landscape in a straightforward and sustainable way.      

2. Extension of the estate, surviving elements and proposed components 
In the nomination dossier it is stated that the nominated series is part of a large royal hunting landscape that 
included almost all of North Zealand. Could the State Party provide a map showing the extension of the 
surviving elements, including the chosen components, to make understandable the scale of the hunting 
landscape during the relevant period for the nomination?  
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Fig 1. Modern map showing the original extension of the royal estate as indicated by the position of the 
stone poles marking the king’s hunting area ‘vildtbane’(grey) with preserved forest (green),the original par 
force hunting landscape orange and dark red, dark red marking the  proposed serial components.  

The only existing map of the original royal hunting landscape is the map from c. 1685 in which all royal 
hunting roads were drawn with red lines. This map leaves out the area around Helsingør (Elsinore), maybe 
for military reasons, and the SWern part of the royal estate. The map was apparently made to show the 
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hunting areas and the roads, and the demarcation of the royal estate was not marked. In the landscape the 
boundary of the king’s hunting estate was marked with wooden poles, which were around 1765 replaced by 
stones. The position of these stones as shown in the map of the Royal Academy’s map from 1768 (Fig. 52 in 
the nomination dossier) shows that the boundary of the estate followed the rivers of Vejle Å and Værebro Å. 
This boundary has been used when producing the map shown in Fig. 1, where the extension of the royal 
estate is marked with grey, the extension of old preserved royal forests with green, the forests laid out for the 
par force hunt, but not included in the nomination with orange and the proposed components of the serial 
nomination with red. 
 

 

Fig. 2. Section of Forest map of Zealand from1837. Forest enclosures are marked with yellow. Royal 
Library KBK 1111,25-8a-1837/1, x-1974/34, DK004603 

The kings (and the hunting staff) would hunt in the entire estate, e.g. hares were hunted in the island of 
Amager south of Copenhagen (which was smaller in 1685 as indicated in Fig. 1), the royal family was 
hawking in the open plains around the city, and not all royal hunting forests were used for the new par force 
hunt after 1670. The “par force hunting landscape” was laid out in the forests around the two castles of 
Jægersborg and Frederiksborg, which in the map from c. 1685 are foreseen with hunting roads.  With the 
agricultural and forest reforms of the late 18th and early 19th century, the forest area in North Zealand was 
reduced by a 30%, because all forest outside the forest fences might be cleared for agricultural purposes 
(Fritzbøger 1994:340). According to a map from ca. 1777 in the Royal Library, which could for conservation 
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reasons not be reproduced here, this process did in the royal forests in North Zealand apparently already take 
place in 1770ties.  

Information about the scale of the landscape changes may be gathered from Fig. 2, in which the forest 
enclosures are marked with yellow. According to an inscription on the map in Fig. 2, the map was 
accompanied by a text referring to the marked and numbered forests. The map was produced in the winter 
1836-37 on request of the Ministry of Finance by P. F. Steinmann. It was based on the Royal Academy’s 
map from 1768 (nomination dossier Table 3.1.1).  

 

Cartographic documentation 
3. Additional cartographic material 

Denmark 
Considering the nature of the nominated property, could the State Party provide additional cartographic 
documentiation? In particular ICOMOS would be grateful to receive the following:  

a hard copy of the map submitted with the nomination dossier with no visual elaboration of the road network 
and where the boundaries of the nominated property and of the buffer zone are highlighted with a thinner 
line and the areas concerned are highlighted with half-tone screen for the clearest identification of the 
perimeters; maps at a larger scale for each component and their buffer zone would also be very useful; 

A draft of the required map, which is called Appendix IA, has been forwarded by mail, and after email 
consultations with ICOMOS/UNESCO, the half-tone screen has been omitted and the boundaries of the 
nominated areas and their buffer zones are simply marked with a thin red and a thin green line, respectively. 
A new copy is being produced and forwarded in week 43 both electronically and as a hard copy.  

Here, it might be stressed that, with the exception of five privately owned properties in the southern part of 
Gribskov and Store Dyrehave, the nominated areas are exclusively state owned forests. The boundaries 
should therefore follow the boundaries of the state property in the cadastral map and not include privately 
owned land outside the forests in the nomination. Should a line marking the boundary fail to follow the forest 
edge exactly, as is unfortunately the case at Nødebo in both the original Appendix I and the new Appendix 
IA, it is to be understood as a technical error.   
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Elaborations of historical and contemporary maps of the components and their immediate surroundings at a 
comparable scale to illustrate the development and modifications of the design of the hunting landscape 
components over the centuries until present day; highlighting of the surviving and lost elements/attributes 
both for the nominated components and for the other surviving parts of the hunting estate in these graphic 
elaborations would also be useful to better understand the conditions of integrity and authenticity of the 
proposed series. 

The below series of maps is available and examples from the area between Gribskov and Store Dyrehave are 
presented on the following pages. These are the maps, which have already been presented to ICOMOS 
electronically, and similar series of the remaining proposed property will be produced in week 43 and 
forwarded as Appendix 2, both electronically and as hard copies. The scale is as far as possible comparable, 
but from the end of the 18th century, we only have the maps of the Royal Academy (e.g. Fig. 2) in the scale 
of 1:120.000, which means that details are difficult to see.   

1. North Zealand map c.1685 (original scale 1:34,300) 
2. The north-eastern quarter of Zealand mapped under the direction of the Royal Academy 1768. 

(1:120,000)  
3. Topographical map of Denmark 1842-1899 (1:20,000)  
4. Topographical map of Denmark 1928-1940 (1:20,000)  
5. Topographical map of Denmark 1957-1976 (1:25,000 ‘4 cm map’) 
6. Topographical map of Denmark 1977-1994 (1:25,000 ‘4 cm map’) 
7. Screen map of Denmark 2014 (1:25,000) 
8. Topographical map of Denmark 2014 (1:25,000 ‘4 cm map’) 
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Fig 3. Topographical map of Denmark 2014 (1:25,000 ‘4 cm map’) 
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Fig 4. Screen map of Denmark 2014 (1:25,000) 
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Fig 5. Topographical map of Denmark 1977-1994 (1:25,000 ‘4 cm map’) 
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Fig. 6. Topographical map of Denmark 1957-1976 (1:25,000 ‘4 cm map’) 
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Fig.7. Topographical map of Denmark 1928-1942. Scale 1:20.000.  
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Fig. 8. Topographical map of Denmark 1842-1899. Scale 1:20,000. 
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Fig 9. The north-eastern quarter of Zealand mapped under the direction of the Royal Academy 1768. 
(1:120,000)  
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Fig 10. North Zealand map c.1685 (original scale 1:34,300) 
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The comparative analysis with other similar properties throughout Europe is extensive but it requires to be 
accompanied by historic and contemporary cartographic documentation of an adequate scale of the selected 
examples in order to make clear if and to what extent the nominated series stands out in their respect. 
Information on the size of the comparable properties, on the retention of the original vegetal composition of 
the forests, when the designed hunting landscapes were built and on their surviving attributes (also in 
relation to their original use) would also be useful. 

Below is presented a series of historical maps, contemporary Google Maps, and satellite photographs of the 
six landscapes, which were identified as the only ones exhibiting the crucial design attribute of square roads 
connecting the radiating ones (Käfertal, Ketcher Wald, Forêt du Lys, Bois  de Rouyaumont , Bois de Tillet, 
Gatchina), and which were compared with Gribskov and Store Dyrehave. For maps of the forests in North 
Zealand, please see above and the nomination dossier, e.g. pp.105ff. In the presentation of the Russian 
example at Gatchina, the methods used to analyse the situation today is exemplified. 

Typical examples of landscapes which were ruled out in the comparison because they do not exhibit the 
crucial design element of Cartesian geometry, but which have nevertheless been described in more detail cf. 
comments on the comparative analysis below, p. 45 ff, are presented after the six analysed landscapes.  

The examples are sorted in the same way as in the Compartive analysis in the nomination dossier, i.e. into 
‘Landscapes with stars circumscribed by squares’, ‘Landscapes with star geometry centered on nature’ and 
‘Landscapes with star geometry centered on a building’. To give a better overview, the headings of the two 
latter categories are, however, slightly changed to ‘Landscapes with star geometry, without square roads and 
centered on nature’ and ‘Landscapes with star geometry, without square roads and centered on a building’. 
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Landscapes with stars circumscribed by squares 

Baden-Württemberg 

 

Fig.11. Käfertal 1801 cf. nomination dossier Fig. 127 p.190f.  

According to the above map, the Käfertal forest did in 1801 consist entirely of conifers, while today it seems 
to be both broadleaf species and Scotch pine. The original area of the hunting forest is unknown, and it is 
unknown whether the deer park erected and surrounded by a wooden fence did just make up the central part 
of the forest, or encompassed the entire forest (Richter 1999). The modern zoo Wildgehege Karlstern, which 
is shown in the Google map (Fig. 12) takes up an area of about 35 ha. This means that the original area must 
have been at least 1,300 ha. Käfertal was ruled out in the comparative analysis because it was originally 
furnished with a central building, because it was erected after c. 1700, because its original design was rather 
simple, because no emblematic markers were preserved (the hunting lodge was a ruin already in 1801), 
because only between 33 and 60% of the original forest and hunting road system is preserved, and because 
no numerical names were employed. 
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Fig. 12. Käfertal 2014. The preserved parts of the old road system are shown in the nomination dossier Fig. 
128  p. 191. Google maps 

Google maps are of course as liable to mistakes as any other medium. For example the Vörderverein of 
Jagdschloss Stern-Parforceheide states on its website that the great place centrally in the old road star was 
presented in a very misleading way in Google maps. When the mistake was commented upon on September 
18th 2014, Google corrected the presentation very swiftly (September 19th 2014) http://jagdschloss-
stern.de/Stall/category/neuigkeiten/ However, the conditions of the vegetation and of the rides are far better 
understood, when applying the satellite photographs presented in Google maps. Therefore the analysis of the 
present conditions in the compared landscapes has throughout been checked by the use of these photographs. 

 

Fig. 13 Käfertal 2014. The south western (and western) parts of the forest are now urban areas. . 

http://jagdschloss-stern.de/Stall/category/neuigkeiten/
http://jagdschloss-stern.de/Stall/category/neuigkeiten/
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As mentioned in the nomination dossier (p. 191ff), the elector-palatine Carl Theodor planned to erect a 
similar hunting ground at Schwetzingen, but in 1749 this was given up, and instead Schwetzingen was made 
his summer residence. However, a plan for Ketcher Wald at Schwetzingen drawn by Nicoloas Pigage seems 
to have been partly realised, but it is uncertain to what extent (Richter 1999). The plan is shown in the 
nomination dossier p. 192, and the preserved parts of the landscape are indicated in Fig. 130 p. 193. The 
section below shows just Nicolas Pigage’s prospect for Ketcher Wald, which is compared to the present 
situation in Figs15 and 16.. It is unknown whether this landscape plan was ever realised (Pirl 1999, Richter 
1999). It is therefore also unknown what the forest looked like, but the sketch indicates a rather dense forest. 

 

Fig. 14. Section of the plan for Ketcher Wald at Schwetzingen 1762. Reproduced from Pirl 1999. 
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Fig. 15. Ketcher Wald 2014. Black lines indicate the square from Nicolas Pigage’s plan. Grey and white 
lines show the real situation today. It is not known whether the original plan was ever realised. Google 
maps. 

 

Fig.16. Ketcher Wald 2014. The preserved road through the centre of the circle in Fig.15 is marked with 
white. The preserved forest is probably more dense than it was 200 yrs ago. Satellite photo Google maps.  
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France 
 

 

Fig. 17. Bois de Royaumont  Detail from the Carte Cassini [Beauvais/Levée 1751] No. 2 Feuille 2. Collection 
Hauslab. Lichtenstein, here reproduced without permission, i.e. exclusively for internal use. 

The map from 1751 indicates a landscape with open areas and trees along dikes and ditches, not a closed 
forest, but yet a landscape with markedly more forest than the surrounding agricultural landscape and the 
river valley. The map does not show the road system in Bois de Royaumont appeared after it had been 
further developed by Prince Louis-Joseph de Condé (1736-1818) as described in the nomination dossier p. 
196-98 and Fig. 136. Below the hunting road system of the late 18th century may be compared with the 
present landscape, which is represented with a map and satellite photograph from Google maps, both in the 
same scale. The roads laid out by Louis-Joseph are still very well preserved. The scale is as far as possible 
comparable to the old map, where it is measured in Toises (1 Toise being equivalent to 1,949 m before 
1812).  

The area of Bois de Royaumont in the old map is c. 41 ha. and from the modern map it seems to be about 45 
ha today, which means that the forest is very well preserved. However, as may be seen in the satellite photo, 
the composition of the forest has changed, and silviculture is evidently carried out. The landscape was not 
laid out after one master plan, it was created late in the 18th century, and it was created in several phases over 
a long period. Further, the design did not apply numerical names. These were the reasons why Bois de 
Royaumont was ruled out in the comparison with the two forests in North Zeraland. 
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Fig18. Bois de Royaumont Google Maps 2014. The scale at the bottom is 200 m. 

 

Fig. 19. Bois de Royaumont. Satellite photograph from Google Maps 2014. 

Below the same comparison is carried out for Forêt du Lys, the scales are as far as possible comparable, but 
the series consists of more maps, and for clarity, the scales vary a little bit. As mentioned in the nomination 
dossier (p. 198ff.) Forêt du Lys was planted from 1719, but the roads were not laid out after one master plan. 
The maps illustrate the development.  
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Fig. 20. Forêt du Lys 1756. Detail from the Carte Cassini [Beauvais/Levée 1751] No. 2 Feuille 2. Collection 
Hauslab. Lichtenstein, here reproduced without permission, i.e. exclusively for internal use. 

 

Fig.21. Le Lys 1711. The forest has not yet been planted. Bois de Royaumont is seen on the other side of the 
river Theve. Reproduced from Peloye 2001. 
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Fig. 22. Le Lys 1724. Some of the roads have been made and the forest is planted in 1719.Reproduced from 
Peloye 2001. 

 

Fig. 23. The Ville de Parc  of Le Lys 2014. Google Maps. 
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Fig.24. The Ville de Parc of Le Lys 2014. Houses and golf courses are easily visible. Satellite Photo Google 
Maps. 

The map from 1756 indicates that the area of Forêt du Lys was then c. 60 ha , which is very close to the area 
as measured by the same road axes in the modern map (c. 57 ha). The area of the old hunting forest has thus 
been preserved very well, but as appears from the above satellite photo, the forest has been replaced by a 
habitation area, the Ville de Parc of Le Lys as described in the nomination dossier p. 196ff. According to 
Peloye 2001, a map from 1751 shows the names of the roads, which are not numerical, The numerical names 
in the Ville de Parc are therefore of new origin and have no relation to the landscape’s function during the 
hunts of the 18th century as mentioned in the nomination dossier p. 197. Forêt du Lys was planned and 
planted after c. 1700, numerical names were not applied, and the forest was seriously disturbed by the Ville 
de Parc. Therefore, Forêt du Lys was ruled out in comparison with the two forests in North Zealand. 

The third preserved French forest which was identified with a road system applying the square roads known 
from Denmark, was Bois de Tillet, which as mentioned in the nomination dossier (p. 198) came into the 
possession of the dukes of Orléans in 1672, after which the laying out of the landscape began cf. nomination 
dossier p. 199. As this forest was not designed for emblematic reasons, it should actually have been excluded 
from the comparison, but since it was owned by the king until 1672, it was included. As may be inferred 
from the modern maps, the small isolated forest is today merged with the adjacent forests on the other side of 
Gondreville. Apparently, Bois de Tillet was closed forest in 1756, and so it is today. Only the north-western 
corner of the forest has been cleared. The area of the forest in Cassini’s map is about 75 ha. When the 
bending road to the east in the forest in the modern Google map is interpreted as the boundary of the original 
forest, the area of today is approximately 50 ha, and in the old map the cleared area is c. 23 ha, the forest is 
in other words well preserved as is the road system. 
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Fig 25. Bois de Tillet 1756. Carte de Cassini [Soissons] No 44 Feuille 5, Collection Hauslab. Lichtenstein, 
here reproduced without permission, i.e. exclusively for internal use. 

 

Fig. 26. Bois de Tillet 2014. The preserved roads are highlighted in the nomination dossier Fig. 138. Google 
Maps. 
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Fig. 27. Bois det Tillet 2014. The forest is today subject to modern silviculture. Satellite photo Google Maps. 

 Russia 
 

As mentioned in the nomination dossier p. 200f, the hunting landscape at Gatchina outside St. Petersburg 
was created after 1783, when the future emperor Paul I (1754/r.1796-1801) acquired the estate. In the 
comparative analysis, only the central section close to the park, which was laid out with stars circumscribed 
by squares has been considered. This is the best preserved part of the impressing hunting landscape, which 
judging from the comparison to the present situation must have been realised. Apart from the par force 
hunting landscape considered here, the landscape in the present park at the Priory Palace has been preserved 
in the sense that it has not been urbanized. The remainder landscape has been urbanized but some of the 
roads are fossilized in the town’s infrastructure.  

Below, the map from 1792, which is also shown in the nomination dossier (Fig. 139 p. 200), two map of the 
park at Gatchina from 1796, and a section of a map from 1880 are compared to the present situation as it is 
documented in Google maps.  

Hopefully the series also illustrates the methods which Googple’s photographic documentation has made 
possible for the survey of European par force hunting landscapes in the comparative analysis. The time 
available forbids a similar presentation for all the included landscapes, but similar methods have been used 
throughout.  
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Fig. 28. Gatchina 1792. Judging from the situation today, most of the hunting landscape was realised. 
Gatchina Palace Museum© 
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Fig. 29. Gatchina 2014. The preserved roads in the par force hunting area are marked with black (a more 
accurate presentation is found in the nomination dossier Fig. 140 p. 201).  
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Fig. 30. Gatchina 2014. Many roads in the hunting landscape are preserved in the infrastructure of the town, 
cf. Fig. 28.  Satellite photo Google maps. 

 

Fig 31. Gatchina 2014. Preserved par force hunting area with vegetation. Satellite photo Google maps. 
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Fig. 32. Gatchina 2014. Hunting road dam at the river Tyoplaya, the situation is indicated above in Fig.31. 
Photographer’s copyright. Google maps. 

 

Fig.33. Gatchina 1796. Close up of the park proper. The par force hunting roads  indicated with black lines 
in the upper left corner of the map. Executive Committee of the Leningrad City Soviet Administration for 
Culture 1988.  
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Fig.34. Gatchina 1880. Black lines: Hunting roads.Arrow: Bridge cf. Fig. 36. Gatchina Palace Museum© 

 

Fig.35. Gatchina 2014. Same area as in Fig.36. Google maps.  
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Fig. 36. Close up from the above area, indicating the situation of the photograph below and showing that the 
vegetation pattern of today is very similar to that of 1880.  

 

Fig.37. Gatchina today. Bridge crossing the river Tyoplaya. Photograph from Google maps, photographer’s 
copyright. 

The below series are examples of the landscapes which do not exhibit the crucial attribute of Cartesian 
geometry. They have therefore been ruled out early in the comparative analysis, cf. p. 45ff , but were 
described in the nomination dossier p. 165-189. 
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Landscapes with star geometry, without square roads and centered on nature 

Berlin/Brandenburg 
King Friedrich Wilhelm I’s Parforceheide is treated in the nomination dossier (p.167, Fig. 109) as a 
landscape with star geometry not centering upon a building, the argument being that the king did not place 
his hunting lodge in the centre of the great road star, but at the edge of it. The map below from 1780 shows 
the situation of the castle and the adjacent buildings. It seems obvious that the buildings were not placed here 
for emblematic reasons. On the contrary, Friedrich Wilhelm I, who was very economic chose a modest 
design for his hunting lodge (Fig. 39) and deliberately placed it at the star, not in it. 

 

 

        

Fig. 38. Above: Parforceheide 1780 
with Jagdschloss Stern at the edge of 
the great star.Vörderverein 
Jagdschloss Stern-Parforceheide 2004 

Fig. 39. Left: From the outside 
Jagdschloss Stern looks like a common 
Dutch house.Vörderverein Jagdschloss 
Stern-Parforceheide 2004 
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Based on archive studies and contemporary paintings, Pappenheim (1939) described the vegetation in the 
Parforceheide in the beginning of the 18th century, stating that it was very different from the closed forest of 
Scotch Pine of his own time. According to him, the old heathland which had been used by the peasants was 
originally open with patches of oak and beech interspersed with meadows heather, and agricultural land.As a 
poetical priest put it: “Der Umkreis, den es hat, erstrecht sich auf vier Meilen, und schränket nebst dem 
Wald, auch ganze Felder ein” (Pappenheim 1939:26). When the park was erected around 1725, the king did 
apparently have an idea about the layout, as he mentioned to his friend Leopold in Dessau that he was 
inspired by the park there, but as for the area, the officials claimed that the king “was enlarging it every day”. 
The enormous area was enclosed by a wooden fence, rides were cut in the forests and avenues were planted 
in the open areas. The roads of the stars were named after birds, and the names were painted on the gates in 
the fence (Pappenheim 1939). Pappenheim noted that the painting of animal names on the gates to a deer 
park was in perfect accordance with prescriptions of the hunting literature. Numbering them, as was done in 
North Zealand some decades earlier was apparently not even thought of.  

The remains of the Parforceheide now make up the centre of a protected landscape ‘Landschaftsschutzgebiet 
Parforceheide‘, in which woodland and forest areas are still mixed with wetland biotopes, solitary trees and 
hedges http://www.potsdam.de/content/landschaftsschutzgebiet-parforceheide 18.10.2014. 

 

Fig.40. Parforceheide 1786. Sixty years after the erection of the park, the area was not yet covered with 
forest.  Section of “Plan von der Gegend um Potsdam“, 1786 (Landesvermessung und Geobasisinformation 
Brandenburg). Here reproduced from the folder of Vörderverein Jagdschloss Stern-Parforceheide 2004. 

http://www.potsdam.de/content/landschaftsschutzgebiet-parforceheide
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Fig 41. Parforceheide 2004. A large part of the original hunting park is today urban areas cf. the 
nomination dossier p. 167. The16 star roads are reduced to eight. Vörderverein Jagdschloss Stern-
Parforceheide 2004. 

 

Fig. 42. Parforceheide 2014. The compartments of silviculture characterise the forest landscape, but open 
meadows, fields and heathland areas are preserved. Satellite photo Google maps.  
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France 

Fig. 43  Compiegne 1700. Le plan de la forêt de Compiegne ou sont marquées toutes les routes. Avec 
environs de la ville Compiegne. Nouvellement dressé sur les lieux. Dedier au Roi par son tres humble, tres 
obeillant et tres fidele serviteur du sujet Jean Baptiste Liébaux. Reproduced from Malsy 2001 

After 1521 Francois I created his first hunting road star at Compiegne by supplementing some old roads with 
new hunting roads cf. nomination dossier p.168f. Compiegne has therefore been selected as a French 
example of a hunting landscape with stars circumscribed by round roads. As it appears from the small 
section of the map from 1751, the forest was later crisscrossed by myriads of hunting roads, of which only a 
few formed stars surrounded by round roads.   
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Fig. 44. Compiegne 1751. The old common road (bent white) had a straight continuation, and yet another 
star road has been added. Carte de Cassini [Beauvais/Levée 1751] No 2 Feuille 2. Hauslab Lichtenstein  

 

Fig.45. Compiegne 2014. The map shows roads, not paths. The forest is larger than in1700. Google maps   
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Fig. 46. Compiegne 2014. Here, the preserved round roads (thick lines) are visible even if they are not 
mapped as roads. No traces of the old common road from 1521 are left. The photograph also documents the 
well preserved forest condition at Compiegne. Satellite photo Google maps. 

A comparison between Compiegne and Parc de Chambord may illustrate the difficulties of judging the 
development in forest composition and aspect based on the old maps.  

 
Fig.47. Parc de Chambord 1756. The northern half of the area was apparently treeless. Cartes de Cassini 
[Blois]No 29 Feiulle 47, here reproduced from Hauslab Lichtenstein without permission. 
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Fig. 48. Parc de Chambord 2014.The map indicates forest and shows no preserved road stars. Google Maps 

 

Fig.49. Parc de Chambord 2014. Almost the entire area of the parc is forest. The many compartments 
introduced with silviculture are visible, and it may be inferred that they have disturbed the original road 
system as described by Buridant (Buridant 2007).Satellite photo Google maps. 
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Fig. 50. Section of the originally open area of the parc with a selection of on-site photos, one of which is 
reproduced below (Fig. 51).Satellite photo Google maps.  

 

Fig.51. The photo indicated above shows that the forest is very open and rather poor in the part of the parc 
which was apparently treeless by the end of the 18th century. Photo Google map. Photographer’s copyright. 

The examples from Compiegne and Chambord show that based on maps alone it is possible to estimate the 
development in forest area over the centuries, but not to say anything about the forests’ original composition 
and aspect. Archive studies are needed, but scarce. Therefore these parameters have been used extremely 
cautiously in the analyses.  
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Landscapes with star geometry, without square roads and centered on a building 

 

Fig. 52. Kranichstein 1724. Hessisches Staatsarchiv Darmstadt 396/2/1383©  
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Hesse 
 

The extensive old hunting landscape at Schloss Kranichstein near Darmstadt was included in the analysis 
because its design encompasses two road stars. They both centre upon a building cf. nomination dossier p. 
182f. The big star, which originally only had five roads, centres on the bay windows in the built-on tower of 
the castle, the smaller centres at the originally (1765) octagonal Dianenburg. The road stars were thus created  
with very fine views to the landscape, and the idea of the design was apart from laying out the landscape 
(and garden) in “the French manner” (Sibert s.a.) apparently also to secure the ladies a nice view to both 
landscape and hunters.  

Dianenburg is, just as the hunting lodge Eremitageslottet in Jægersborg Dyrehave, an example of a building 
in a very open landscape, which allows the par force hunt to run freely. Both buildings are emblematic 
markers, but have a restricted practical function during the hunt. They exemplify that landscapes laid out for 
a specific kind of hunt may also be used for other types, cf. below p. 49.  

 

Fig.53. Par force hunt at Dianenburg. The ten roads of the star centre on the small octagonal Rococo 
building, which is neatly contained with its garden behind a wooden fence. Oil painting by Georg Adam 
Eger. Reproduced from Siebert s.a.  
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Eger’s painting seems to give a reliable picture of the landscape at Dianenburg in 1765 as compared to the 
map above (detail in nomination dossier p. 182, Fig.119). The boundary between forest and open land is 
clear, and the hunting roads in the open landscape have not been turned into allèes.  

The original hunting lodge was demolished in 1808, but replaced by a new in 1836, and today the open 
landscape has become forest as seen in Fig.54. 

 

Fig. 5. Dianenburg 2014. In 1996, six of the nine hunting roads were preserved, but as may be inferred from 
the photo, the once open landscape is now forest. Satellite photo Google maps. 

 

Fig. 55. Kranichstein c. 1995. The drawing to the right shows the two stars, but not all roads. All star roads 
have been preserved at Kranichstein. Elnain 1996  
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Fig. 56. Kranichstein 2014. Preserved star roads at the castle proper, some are public roads. Satellite photo 
Google maps. 

As seen in the map from 1724 (Fig. 52.) Kranichstein castle was situated in a large open area in the forest. 
This is confirmed by a contemporary painting of the castle (Siebert s.a.). Today, the open area is smaller, and 
some of the original star roads are disturbed, but the castle is still surrounded by forest, even if the town has 
spread towards it from the west (Fig. 56). 

More examples of the analysis of the included hunting landscapes might be presented, but hopefully these 
illustrate the possibilities and methods used. As mentioned in the nomination dossier (p.134) the European 
literature on hunting landscapes from the 17th-18th centuries is sparse, and the assessment of authenticity and 
integrity cannot be made with any detailed certainty from maps alone.  

Comparative analysis 
4.Benchmarks 
With regard to the comparative analysis, ICOMOS further notes that this has been carried out by 
subdividing the selected examples into subtypologies, and using each time slightly different benchmarks for 
comparison. However, in ICOMOS’s view, the comparison among selected similar properties should be 
carried out in relation to the same set of benchmarks (i.e. those exposed at p. 156 of the nomination dossier).  
 
In the Justification for Inscription, (nomination dossier p. 105-215) the Outstanding Universal Value of the 
proposed property is defined according to Criterion ii, and the geometry of the landscape’s design is 
mentioned as the crucial attribute: ‘The spatial organisation ..illustrates a development that peaks with the 
introduction of Cartesian geometry to optimise the function of the landscape and make it emblematic of an 
absolute monarch... The design stands apart from similar contemporary designs by combining star-shaped 
roads with roads forming squares, and by giving the roads numerical names’. 
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This is what the comparative analysis aims at demonstrating, but before doing so, the scope of the analysis is 
defined (nomination dossier p. 134-41 and p. 156, 2nd paragraph). This process might be illustrated by a 
dichotomous key of the type use e.g. in botanical taxonomy: 
 

1. Landscape preserved ……………………………………………………………     Continue to  2. 
Landscape not preserved ……………………………………………………………….  Excluded 

2. Landscape created between 1648 and 1806 ….…………………………………      Continue to 3. 
Landscape created outside the above period ………………………………………….... Excluded 

3. Landscape created by a European absolute ruler ……..……………………………Continue to  4. 
Landscape not created by a European absolute ruler …..………………………………  Excluded 

4. Spatial plan with stars of eight radiating roads………………………………………….. Included 
Spatial plan without stars of eight radiating roads ……………………………………..  Excluded 

The included identified and preserved landscapes are subsequently compared as to the 
 

• geometry of their spatial plan  
• degree to which the spatial plan centres on Nature  
• originality and exploitation in the plan of the emblematic and practical possibilities of the design 
• integrity and authenticity of the landscape 

The benchmarks used to compare the crucial spatial plans are (p. 156-57): 

• presence/absence of square roads connecting the radiating ones   
• presence/absence of a design centering upon nature  
• application of numerical names  

As the Cartesian geometry is considered a crucial attribute of the spatial plan, the spatial analysis employing 
these benchmarks resulted in a sorting of the landscapes, which might be represented by the following key: 

1. Radiating roads connected with ‘square roads’ ………………………………..    Continue to         2.  
Radiating roads connected with ‘round roads’ or not connected……………..….  Continue to        3. 

2. Spatial plan centering on nature …………………………………………………  Continue to        4. 
Spatial plan centering on a building ………………………………………………………   Excluded 
(but described, and compared as to authenticity and integrity) 

3. Spatial plan centering on nature ………………………………………………………..….  Excluded 
(but described, also to authenticity and integrity)      
Spatial plan centering on a building ……………………………………………………...    Excluded 
(but described, also as to authenticity and integrity) 

4. Numerical names in use………..…………………………………………………………     Included 
Numerical names not in use …….…………………………………………………………  Excluded 
(but described, and compared as to authenticity and integrity)      

 
By this sorting, the included landscapes were in other words sorted into two groups, the eight landscapes 
which possess some or all of the crucial attributes for the Outstanding Universal Value, and the forty 
landscapes which do not.  
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The eight landscapes which had the crucial attribute of ‘square roads’, were all compared in more detail, both 
as to their spatial plan, their originality and exploitation of the emblematic and possibilities of the design, 
their authenticity and their integrity (nomination dossier pp 201-207), and additional benchmarks were used 
in this comparison. 

The forty landscapes which were actually excluded by their spatial plan were just described and their 
authenticity and integrity were estimated.  

It might admittedly be argued that the comparative analysis elaborates all too excessively on the presentation 
of the forty landscapes which are actually ruled out early in the process by the basic benchmarks, but this 
was done  

• to document that a larger number of landscapes were investigated,  
• to support the argument that there is a close relationship between the type of hunt and the 

landscape’s design,  
• to provide an insight in the historic and geographical distribution of these par force hunting 

landscapes in Europe, which was thought necessary to understand the originality and ingenuity of the 
proposed landscapes’ design,  

• because any benchmark is subject to debate. 
 
The comparative analysis was in other words a filtering process in which the identified landscapes were 
constantly compared by the same benchmarks and either included for further investigation, or excluded. This 
is, however, blurred in the presentation of the analysis.   
 
Prior to the European comparative analysis, the Danish landscapes were compared by slightly different and 
more detailed benchmarks, and only Store Dyrehave and Gribskov passed on to the European analysis. Had 
all the Danish landscapes been included in the European comparison, the result would have been the same. 
The Danish analysis was presented here, because it illuminates all the elements of the royal hunting 
landscape in North Zealand. 
 
Additionally ICOMOS would be grateful if the State Party could explain why the spatial plan of the hunting 
landscape should centre on nature (and not also on a building related to the hunting ‘ritual’). 

As argued in the nomination dossier (p. 74ff), the type of hunt had a decisive influence on the design of the 
hunting landscapes. The hunting roads were not only made for esthetic or emblematic reasons, their practical 
function was extremely important, and one of the most important functions of the roads was to ease the 
transportation of hunting gear.  

In a German Hauptjagd (nomination dossier p.79ff, p. 139ff), the grandeur of the sovereign was not 
primarily demonstrated by his riding skills, courage and ability to overcome both physically and mentally the 
obstacles of pursuing a single animal in the landscape. In a Hauptjagd, the sovereign expressed his grandeur 
in the resources spent on the hunt and in the amount of game killed. All game within a forest area was 
enclosed within progressively smaller areas over several days, sometimes even weeks. This meant that 
hunting nets, ropes and heavy, large linen sheets were absolutely indispensable and had to be constantly 
placed and replaced as they were moved through the forest. For the transportation of this hunting gear heavy 
wagons with wooden wheels like the ones illustrated below were used and must drive through the forest in 
all kinds of weather, and preferably without damaging the trees too much. To lay out such a forest landscape 
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with good permanent hunting roads was therefore only logic. As stated by Hartig (fide Richter 1999) : 
‘Alleen oder Schneissen sind nöhtig, um in einem grossen Thiergarten bequem fahren und reiten, bey 
Treibjagden bequem schiessen, and bey eingerichtete Jagden die Jagdzeuge, ohne am Holzbestande etwas zu 
verderben, anbringen zu können’. 

 

Fig. 57. Heavy hunting sheets of linen are being packed for a Hauptjagd. (Täntzer 1682-89). 

Further, since it was known a priori exactly where the climax of the slaughtering in a Hauptjagd would 
eventually take place, it was also natural to furnish the landscape with a comfortable central building, where 
the royal party might await the “hunt”, just as Täntzer suggested in 1682. For an absolute ruler wanting to 
expose his grandeur during the hunt, this building might perhaps rather be a castle than a humble hunting 
lodge, and many of the places chosen for the running and killing of the game were actually beautifully 
furnished to the extent that they almost resembled gardens, cf. Fig. 58. However, the central buildings in the 
German landscapes varied considerably, as Richter put it: ‘For different types of hunt different and 
convenient individually adapted hunting lodges were needed. The most used forms of the building put up in 
the centre of the rides varied from round over square to cross or star shaped. Probably the buildings were 
mostly lodges, but of a rather representative type’ (Richter 1999, here translated). Far from all forests 
furnished for the Hauptjagd were laid out with star roads connected by round ones, but once the design of Le 
Nôtre had come into fashion, the emblematic and practical function of the landscape merged perfectly in the 
dart board design where the hunting roads centered upon a beautiful building.  
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  Fig. 58. Hauptjagd in water ca. 1735. Pirl 1999 

Exactly the opposite was the case with a par force hunt. The hunted deer fled freely all over the landscape, 
and it was impossible to foresee where the king might eventually kill it. The hunt might end everywhere in 
the landscape, and the landscape should allow for this by providing several possible arenas for the climax 
and its rituals, not just one. Likewise it was necessary with reserves of hound and horses, and their waiting 
places should preferably be spread out in the landscape, but still easily accessible. These were exactly the 
opportunities which the geometry of the landscape in North Zealand with its regularly placed and easily 
accessible road stars and crosses provided for. In this landscape a central building did not make any practical 
sense, and a building was not necessary for the emblematic function of the design, which did in itself express 
the absolute king’s God given reason (nomination dossier p. 97).     

The survey of the identified absolute European hunting landscapes from the Baroque which is presented in 
the comparative analysis, seems to support the above argumentation: In spite of the contemporary French 
theoretical recommendations for garden and park architecture, the old French hunting landscapes which were 
predominantly designed and used for the par force hunt, do not centre on the royal buildings, while the later 
German landscapes which were predominantly designed for the Hauptjagd, do (nomination dossier p. 82).   

However, as Döbel wrote in 1754, with or without a central building, a landscape laid out for a German 
Hauptjagd might also be used for a par force hunt, and of course vice versa. And as exemplified with 
Dianenburg above, and seen as a late design amendment in Jægersborg Dyrehave, even a road star created 
for the par force hunt might, as time went by, be furnished with a building. The landscape’s practical and 
emblematic functions are, just as the relationship between design of gardens, parks and landscapes, ever 
undulating and mutually inspiring.  

Boundaries 
5.Buffer zones and legal framework 
The nomination dossier explains that Gribskov and Store Dyrehave were once included in one single hunting 
forest the design of which was laid down altogether: this is convincingly demonstrated by the layout of the 
surviving road network outside the nominated components. This is an important aspect of the connection 
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between the two components and it would be useful to understand why the State Party has not considered to 
encompass these two components into one single buffer zone covering the entire former hunting designed 
forested landscape. 

The State Party and the stakeholders have seriously considered both the possibility of encompassing some of 
the connecting roads between the two components of Gribskov and Store Dyrehave in the proposed area to 
preserve the remains of them, and the possibility of including the entire area between Gribskov and Store 
Dyrehave in one single buffer zone.  

The idea of including one or more roads outside the forests  in the proposed area was given up, because a 
proposal to protect the roads in question by means of the Danish Nature Protection Act and/or the Museum 
Act had to be given up already in 2001 (Archives of the Agency for Culture). The below case of 
Mosegårdsvej in the municipality of Fredensborg further illustrates the legal problems. 

 

      

Fig. 59. Mosegaardsvej 2006      Fig.60. Mosegaardsvej 2014 

In 2008 the municipality of Fredensborg received information from neighbours about changes of the 
trajectory of Mosegårdsvej no. 5. The owners of Mosegårdsvej no. 5 had changed the trajectory because they 
were bothered by the road lying quite close to their buildings and paddocks. The municipality of Fredensborg 
wrote the owners and told them to restore the original trajectory, in order to preserve the old par force 
hunting road. At that time, the municipality of Fredensborg claimed that the change of trajectory required a 
special permission according to the Planning Act. The owners of Mosegårdsvej no. 5 made a complaint 
about this to The Environmental Board of Appeal.  The Board ruled that there was no basis in the Planning 
Act to prevent the changing of trajectory. Nor was there any basis in the road legislation or in other 
legislation that could have prevented the changes at Mosegårdsvej no. 5. Mosegårdsvej is a private-common 
road and according to the Act on Private-Common Roads the municipalities have no authority in relation to 
the trajectories of private-common roads in the rural zone. The Mosegårdsvej-case therefore illustrates that 
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while the par force hunting roads are well secured in the forests owned by the state, they are much more 
vulnerable in the private owned rural zone. 

A serial proposal with two components was therefore chosen to take into account the future overall 
manageability of the property, as required by the Operational Guidelines (p. 46).  

As for the idea of one common buffer zone between the two components, it was given up because it was 
unnecessary. The proposed Outstanding Universal Values are protected within the proposed components of 
the series, and the proposed buffer zone of 300 metres is sufficient to protect the still existing undisturbed 
views from the forests into the surrounding landscape and vice versa. 

As for additional information on whether legal or planning measures do exist to protect the surviving 
elements, the above mentioned case from the municipality of Fredensborg, demonstrates that even if such 
measures do exist in the Danish planning law, the local authorities cannot guarantee the protection of the 
roads outside the forests. It is the hope of all stakeholders that pinpointing the historical value of the old 
hunting roads in the way that it has been done during the work with this nomination proposal, will in itself 
help protecting them in the future. 

Protection and management 
6.Legal framework 
The nomination dossier provides an outline of the legal and planning protection of their objectives (see p. 
237-263) but does not describe in detail the measures and the means of their implementation. Could the 
State Party provide additional information on the legal protective measures set up by the law in force for the 
nominated serial property and its buffer zones and on the agencies/authorities responsible for their 
implementation. It would be equally important to understand whether municipal and local plans in force 
(and of the interconnection between the local and  municipal plans) foresee measures for the protection of 
the nominated property, the buffer zone and its wider setting to ensure that the attributes of the nominated 
property are protected in the long term. 

In Chapter 5.c Means of implementing protective Measures, the nomination dossier presents the complex of 
laws that make up the legal framework by which the proposed areas and their buffer zones are administered 
and protected. The framework consists of the Forest Act, the Nature Protection Act, the Planning Act, the 
Museum Act, the Building Protection Act, and Natura 2000. The Civil List regulates the royal family’s rights 
of use of state property. In the same chapter, the state agencies and municipalities responsible for the 
administration of all the laws are presented.  

However, the dossier does not state clearly that the national agencies, which are in the case of the Nature 
Agency represented by the local units, and the municipalities are actually the authorities administering the 
laws at a daily basis. Neither does the dossier underline the fact that the laws interact, and that the 
responsibilities of the Nature Agency, the Agency for Culture, and the municipalities for the administration 
of the laws overlap. For example, the administrative authority of the Planning Act, the Nature Protection Act, 
and  Natura 2000 areas rests with the municipalities, which also are responsible for management plan for 
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Natura 2000 areas outside the forests, while the responsibility for management plans of Natura 2000 areas in 
the forests rests with the Nature Agency according to the Forest Act. 

Based on the Planning Act, the Minister for the Environment establishes a comprehensive framework for 
municipal planning through national planning reports, overviews of national interests in municipal planning, 
national planning directives, dialogue and other means. The Minister ensures through such means as a veto 
that municipal planning complies with overall national interests. World Heritage Sites are considered sites of 
national interest, and the municipalities must with the established buffer zones ensure the protection of the 
nominated properties. 
 
The Minister for the Environment, on behalf of the government, is required to veto municipal plan proposals 
and local plan proposals that contradict national interests and by dialogue and partnership find a solution in 
accordance with the overall interests.  
 
With respect to the Natura 2000 plans the Ministry of the Environment has adopted these in accordance with 
EU directives and they comprise a binding framework for municipal planning.  
  
The rules on national planning were introduced in 1974 and strengthened substantially by the 2007 local 
government reform. National planning is expressed through reports, binding instructions, guidelines and 
intervention in municipal planning for themes and projects of international, national or regional interest. 
Every 4 years the Minister of Environment publishes an overview of national interests in municipal planning. 
This includes the interests and considerations arising from politically adopted decisions in the form of 
legislation, action plans, sector plans, national planning decisions and agreements between public authorities. 
The latest overview was published for the municipal planning 2013-2025. 
  
The Minister must veto a municipal plan proposal on behalf of all government ministers if the proposal 
contradicts national interests. This veto must be declared during the period of public comment, and the 
municipal council is prohibited from adopting the proposal until the Minister agrees to the content of the 
proposal.  
 
The municipality of Hillerød has prepared a handout and a power point presentation about the Planning Act 
and the forest protection line of the Nature Protection Act for the ICOMOS field mission. They are both 
added as appendices (3a and 3b) to this paper. Examples of local plans, which are in Denmark available for 
the public on the internet, may be found at http://kort.plansystem.dk/. The local plans active in the proposed 
property are presented in the nomination dossier p. 245ff and the protection they offer can be inferred from 
the maps on pp. 252, 257 and 263. If ICOMOS wants an abstract in English of any local plan, it will of 
course be produced. 

Both private owners, institutions and the state may appeal decisions made by the responsible authorities 
according to the Forest Act, the Nature Protection Act, the Planning Act and the Museum Act. The ultimate 
authority in appeal cases is the independent Environmental Board of Appeal (Natur- og Miljøklagenævn) 
consisting of a chairman with an academic degree in law, two judges elected by the supreme court and 7 
politicians elected by parliament. The council is elected for 4 year periods. Decisions made by the 
Environmental Board of Appeal may only be appealed at the civil court, in which case the final result cannot 

http://kort.plansystem.dk/


       
 

 54 
 

THE PAR FORCE HUNTING LANDSCAPE IN NORTH ZEALAND 

be foreseen. This is the reason why the State Party cannot guarantee the protection of the private common 
roads in the area between Gribskov and Store Dyrehave as exemplified above in the case of Mosegaardsvej.   

The local units Hovedstaden (Capital) and Nordsjælland (North Zealand) of the Danish Nature Agency are 
the local authorities responsible for the administration of the Forest Act, certain paragraphs in the Nature 
Protection Act, and Natura 2000 interests in their respective areas. If a private forest is located within a local 
unit’s geographical area, it is the responsibility of the local unit to ensure that the private owner fulfills the 
demands of the above mentioned laws.  Within the framework of these laws, the goals of the local units are 
presented in 15 years’ management plans, see below p.55ff.  

7. Steering committee 
The nomination dossier informs that a steering committee is active since 2010 including representatives from 
the Danish Nature Agency, the Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties and the Danish Museum of 
Hunting and Forestry overseeing their collaboration to achieve inscription for the nominated property and 
that six municipalities have joined it subsequently. However no mention is made of the University of 
Copenhagen and its possible inclusion within the steering committee even if one of its campus appears to lie 
within the nominated property. 

The Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry is a research institution, and the University of Copenhagen is 
represented with two members at the advisory board of the museum, one from the Saxo Institute at the 
Faculty of Humanities, the other from the Department of Geosciences and Natural Resource Management 
(IGN) at the Faculty of Science. The University of Copenhagen was also represented in the original steering 
committee, but as the task of the committee widened (see below), the university representative preferred the 
role as a consultant.   

It would be equally important to know through which mechanism the Steering Committee has been 
established, which is its mandate and tasks and how the various administrations and institutions have 
formalized their adhesion to it. 

The original steering committee consisted of the state agencies representing the owners of the property 
proposed for the Danish tentative list in 2009, the Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry, and as 
mentioned a representative from the University of Copenhagen. At the advice of the Danish Agency for 
Culture, the original steering committee was in 2010-11 supplemented to represent all stakeholders of the 
emerging World Heritage Project in North Zealand. At meetings with the mayors and chief executives from 
the involved municipalities, the political support was secured, and subsequently the municipalities chose to 
be represented in the committee by the leaders from the municipal planning divisions or the chief executive 
level. 

The task of the committee was thus to secure the political and economic support of the common project, 
which aimed at producing a nomination dossier for UNESCO, a dossier which was eventually signed by all 
involved mayors and state agencies.  

As the proposed areas are almost entirely state owned and financed, and as the work with the nomination was 
financed with a donation given to and administered by the museum, the demand for a formal setup was in 
this first phase less urgent.  
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The steering committee has agreed that in case of an inclusion of the proposed landscape on the World 
Heritage List, the Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry must act as site manager, and the steering 
committee will maintain its coordinating role and continuously work to secure the political and financial 
support of the project. In the event of a nomination, a formal agreement will, however, be necessary. This 
was already discussed with the Agency for Culture in January 2013, and will be an issue at the meetings of 
the steering committee and with the newly elected politicians during the winter 2014-15 since the aim is to 
have a formal agreement in place by the month of May 2015. 

An important task of the committee, namely the dissemination of knowledge about the landscape and its 
elements, has been discussed, and a meeting with the communication units of the municipalities has been 
held. All agree that dissemination of knowledge is a shared task in which all stakeholders take their own 
parts, based on their official missions, e.g. the teaching of school children. Likewise, the committee has 
agreed that the physical accessibility of the landscape is a shared task, and for example the municipalities of 
Allerød and Hillerød have already established a common bicycle path along Store Dyrehave.   

Additionally, map 5.1 (see p. 231 of the nomination dossier), despite its low definition, shows that some 
minor parts of the nominated property is owned and managed by private stakeholders. It would be important 
to know whether and how they have been involved in the nomination process and in the management system. 

The five owners of private property within the proposed series (c. 15 ha out of a total of 7,199 ha) have not 
been represented in the steering committee. These properties are protected by restrictions in both the 
Planning Act and the Nature Protection Act, which means that no further restrictions of the owners’ use will 
be added if the series be included on the list. The four properties were included in the nominated area to 
protect the public roads along them (Odderdamsvej and Stenholtvej), and the same restrictions already apply 
for them as for properties in the buffer zones. They might in other words perhaps just have been nominated 
as buffer zone property. However, as they are included, the owners should have been informed, which they 
have not. This mistake will be corrected by Hillerød municipality as soon as possible.    

Furthermore, the nomination dossier states that all state-owned forests are subject to 15-year management 
plans but does not detail their structure and measures, while 10-year operations/maintenance plans exist for 
state- owned palaces (in the specific case Eremitageslottet). It would be important if the State Party could 
provide a detailed summary of these plans, their structure (areas covered, objectives, action plans, validity 
of the ones currently in force, etc.) and of how they are implemented. 

The management system in the state forests of North Zealand was implemented already in 1781 and has 
since then followed the principles in the first Forest Act from 1805. This means that management plans 
supplemented with maps showing the departments of the forests have been produced with regular intervals 
ever since, normally about every 15th year. A series of such maps was on show during the field mission. 
Today, the 15 years’ management plans must not only encompass all issues relevant to the Forest Act, the 
Nature Protection Act and the Nature 2000 areas, but also those relevant to the fulfill the goals of the 
Museum Act and the Planning Act within the forest boarders. The management plans suggested by the local 
units must be accepted centrally by the Danish Nature Agency, and prior to this, they are presented to be 
commented on by the public, relevant institutions and other ministries to ensure that they are legal and in 
accordance with all the stakeholders’ interests.  In 2014, the management plans are being reviewed, 
digitalised, and made available to the public on the internet, while paper copies are no longer produced. The 
management plan of the local unit the Capital, which is responsible for Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg 
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Hegn, was accepted, while issues are still being negotiated between the central administration of the Nature 
Agency and the local unit of North Zealand, which is responsible for Gribskov and Store Dyrehave. The 
negotiations will be concluded before the end of the year. The management system is presented in further 
detail below. 

Management plan for Store Dyrehave 

1. Aims and plans 
 

This area plan covers Store Dyrehave, Præstevang and Lille Hestehave 

1.1a Overall aims 
Store Dyrehave is situated immediately adjacent to the town of Hillerød and close to Hillerød station. 
This means that there is good access both for local people and for woodland visitors from the entire area 
of greater Copenhagen. 
 
The size of the area also provides good opportunities for more active outdoor activities that require 
space. 
 
At the same time the area is rich in cultural monuments, in particular the well-preserved system of rides 
for parforce hunting that dominates the forest. 
 
This means that special priority is given to opportunities for outdoor pursuits and for the preservation of 
the cultural environment in Store Dyrehave. 
 
The size of the forest, however, provides opportunities for simultaneous efficient forestry management 
with a view to timber production. 
 

1.1b Planned initiatives 
The area is an area of ancient woodland, where efforts are made to avoid larger and sudden alterations.  
Efforts are, therefore, being made towards a gradual transition in the composition of tree species to give 
a greater proportion of hardwoods and fewer conifers. 
 
Specific initiatives for implementation are planned within the coming period of 5-6 years. The planned 
initiatives will contribute to fulfilling the longer term aims for the area. 
 
In the short term, efforts will be made to start a programme to mark out clearly the important and well-
preserved system of hunting rides, in particular those in close proximity to Stjernen (the Star) in the 
middle of Store Dyrehave. 
 
The Wild Duck pond (Vildandehullet) will be re-established as a wetland area.  
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Fig. 61. The map shows the most prominent changes in purple.. 

1.2 Landscape plan 
 

The intention is to maintain the character of the area as a large and composite area of woodland, whose 
outer fringes are made up of hardwoods and marked by extensive stone walls.No major changes are 
therefore planned for the landscape. In the longer term, however, development will be in the direction of 
a greater preponderance of hardwoods and rather more open glades. 
 
In Præstevang and Lille Hestehave, which are much used by the public, a relatively large proportion of 
old hardwoods will be retained. 
 
In Store Dyrehave, those areas dominated by conifers in the middle of the forest will gradually acquire a 
larger proportion of hardwoods. Existing glades will be retained and tended as necessary. There will be 
regular assessments as to whether it would be advantageous to establish more wetland areas in 
conjunction with the removal of conifers that are mature enough to fell. 
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Fig. 62. The map shows the long-term landscape plan. Light green is broad leaf forest, dark green 
conifers, pink meadow. 

 

1.3 Close-to-Nature forestry 
 

The majority of the acreage in Store Dyrehave is well-adapted to the production of hardwoods. In the 
years ahead development will be in the direction of more hardwoods.  
 
The most widespread type of forestry development is 11 (beech), which is laid out on more undulating 
terrain with well-drained soil that is to be found in large areas of the forest. Forestry development type 
12 (beech with ash and sycamore) is designated for more clayey soil in the north-western part of the 
forest. On soils that are nutritionally poorer and gravelly, forestry development type 14 (beech with 
spruce) has been selected. 
 
Areas with poorer soils have been selected for forestry development type 51 (spruce with beech and 
sycamore) and 13 (beech with Douglas and larch). 
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Flat areas of clayey soil that are at risk of occasional flooding are designated for forestry development 
type 21 (oak with ash and hornbeam). In the southern part of the forest, an area has been designated for 
forestry development type 22 (oak with lime and beech).  
 
Forestry management will underpin the long-term development in the direction of these forestry 
development types. Wherever possible, natural regeneration will be used. 
 
Older stands of hardwood regenerate slowly, in other words the standards are held for a longer period. 
This is especially true of Præstevang and Lille Hestehave, which are to retain their character as parks.  
 
In areas of conifer, where it is possible to apply natural regeneration, the desired species for intermixing 
will be introduced by planting. In the conversion of older conifer stands, where there is normally no 
potential for natural regeneration, it is necessary to conduct extractions and thereafter establish a new 
culture by planting or seeding. This will depend upon the combination of tree species in the designated 
forestry development type. 
 

 
Fig. 63. The map shows the long-term forestry development plan. Signatures used indicate beech and 
oak. 
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1.4 Nature management 
The area of Store Dyrehave contains a number of smaller, natural clearings, which are maintained by, for 
example, mowing and grazing. One example is the grazing area at Malte Enghave (dept. 1152). 
 
The existing lakes and marshes are retained. In Rågård’s Mose (dept. 1187) trees will have a chance to 
develop naturally. At Vildandhullet (dept. 1236 and 1243) there will be an attempt to raise the water 
level. As stands established on old wetland areas reach maturity and become ready for felling, it will be 
necessary to assess whether to re-establish a natural hydrology. The urge to re-establish a natural 
hydrology must, however, take account of cultural history, which carries considerable weight in this 
area.  
 

1.5 Initiatives for tending the cultural environment 
The aim is to keep the prominent stone walls that mark the extremities of the forest from the time of the 
stud farm clear of trees and bushes.  
 

In the same way, the aim is, in collaboration with the owner of the public road outside the forest along 
Herredsvejen and Istedrødvejen, to keep the view inwards onto the forest’s winding stone walls should 
clear of vegetation. 

Special efforts is being made regarding the system of hunting rides with the aim of making its design 
visible by clearing and establishing signs in the landscape. 

As part of this attempt to make the system visible, a search is being made for the paths and lines that 
were part of it and which have become overgrown since they were made redundant by the cessation of 
par force hunting around 250 years ago. In so far as these parts of the par force hunting system can be 
identified, they will be cleared and made visible in the landscape. 

In the same way, a search is being made for marking stones, which may have been moved from their 
original sites, in order to find and display them. 

In order to ensure the integrity of the old hunting rides, it is necessary to ensure that any new roads, 
tracks, paths or other forms of construction are not carried out in such a way that in their form they can 
be mistaken for part of the original system. New construction must not be sited within 50 metres of the 
centre of the junctions where rides cross, unless it is with the purpose of providing access to or 
information about the proposed World Heritage values. In the same way, no clearings will be undertaken 
that take a form that might be mistaken for a part of the old par force system. When the high-voltage 
cables that cross the area to the south come to be replaced by underground cables, attempts will be made 
to disguise traces of this work in order to reserve the sight of long straight lines for the par force system 
and of the stone walls around the forest. 

The fence around the Ministry of Defence depot area at the centre of the forest (dept. 1121, 1122, 1123 
and 1124) will be removed if the depot ceases to be used or if its use changes and it no longer requires 
fencing. 

Application is being made to have the par force system designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
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The Magasindam (Reservoir) system is retained for reasons of cultural history,  with respect to nature 
and outdoor pursuits – and not least because it continues to fulfil its original function, which was to 
ensure a stable supply of water to Slotssøen (The Castle Lake). 

For the remainder of the ancient monuments in the area, the general rule applies that the aim will be to 
keep them clear of vegetation and displayed in the landscape by organising activities in the local area 
with this in mind.  

An appendix with an overview of ancient monuments and initiatives for tending them can be found ate 
the website. Here part of  it appears in the presentation in Appendix 5. 

1.6 Outdoor pursuits 
Due to the area’s proximity to town and city, fairly substantial amounts of land are set aside for 
Recreational Zones. This applies to the northern part of Store Dyrehave, the western part of Præstevang, 
a smaller area near Rågårdshus and the golf course in the western part of Lille Hestehave. 
 

 
Fig. 64. The map shows the plan for dividing the forest into areas for various outdoor pursuits. Blue is 
the Rrecreational zone, green the Outdoor pursuit zone 
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The northern part of Store Dyrehave (Fig. 64) and the area near Rågårdshus are designated as 
Recreational Zones due to their intensive use and the large number of facilities that support health and 
fitness activities, along with their barbeque and playground areas. 
 
 The very large area designated a Recreation Zone at the northern end of Store Dyrehave does not mean 
that the area is to be filled with installations but should be seen as a recognition of the fact that future 
facilities, which cannot be foreseen at the moment of planning, are intended to be sited here.  
 
The remaining part of the forest is an Outdoor Pursuits Area (Fig. 64) providing opportunities for 
outdoor activities such as primitive camping, events etc. No silent areas have been established in this 
area. 
 

2.Description 

2.1 General 
The area lies immediately to the south of Hillerød and comprises a large and comprehensive forestry 
complex made up of three forests, Store Dyrehave, Præstevang and Lille Hestehave. The area is in very 
close proximity to town and city, and therefore the northern part in particular is much used by the public. 
The forests contain substantial ancient monuments in the form of a well-preserved parforce hunting 
system and a system of dams and reservoirs, intended to ensure water supplies for Frederiksborg’s 
Slotssø (Frederiksborg’s Castle Lake) 
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Fig. 65. The map shows the present types of natural environment and use of the various areas. 
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Table 2: Natural open clearings and other non-forested areas. 
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2.2 Soil conditions 
Store Dyrehave is situated in undulating terrain of glacial moraine, where the soil is primarily meltwater 
gravel. A large number of marshy areas are, however, to be found on freshwater peat and freshwater mud 
in the forest. In the eastern part, between Seksvej and Skovdamsvej, and over the entire western part, 
there are areas with moraine clay. To the west of Copenhagen the growing conditions are significantly 
better than in the remainder, and this may be due to the fact that moraine clay is more common. 
Præstevang lies primarily on moraine clay and meltwater gravel, with occasional instances of freshwater 
peat. The terrain falls away about 30 metres from the part that lies to the east of Copenhagen towards the 
area west of Brede Dam. This is a factor that contributes to the western part from Sorte Dam in the north 
to Store Junkerdan in the south being to a greater extent made up of waterlogged areas. 

The eastern part of Lille Hestehave is a marshy area whose soil consists of freshwater peat extending in a 
belt from north to south with Karlssø as its centre. To the west of the lake, also on a north-south line, lies 
an elongated ridge made up of meltwater gravel. 
 

2.3 Landscape 
The forested area made up of Store Dyrehave, Præstevang and Lille Hestehave lies immediately to the 
south-east of the town of Hillerød. 
 
The lateral moraine landscape of Gribskovbuerne is prevalent in Store Dyrehave and in the landscape 
before it with a moraine gravel ridge from the north-eastern ice mass, superposed by a early Baltic 
glacial moraine landscape. At Hammersholt there is a prominent glacial moraine landscape with small, 
rounded hills and hollows void of outlets. 

In the landscape Store Dyrehave has the appearance of an almost regular square with straight sides. 
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Præstevang, which makes up the north-western part of the area, extends like a green wedge almost to the 
centre of the town just to the west of the Hillerød station. Præstevang is a fertile deciduous forest, which 
has been used as a park since ancient times. 

Præstevang is surrounded on three sides by the town and by Store Dyrehave on its fourth. 

Lille Hestehave makes up the western part of Store Dyrehave and lies adjacent to the railway to the west 
and the road to Ny Hammersholt to the east. The area includes old deciduous woodland with plentiful 
open clearings with grass vegetation and contains marshy areas. The western part of Lille Hestehave is 
used as a golf course. 
 
Store Dyrehave abuts onto the town of Hillerød to the north-west and onto the suburb of Ny 
Hammersholt to the south-west. The remainder of the forest’s boundaries lie adjacent to agricultural 
areas, though to the north-east it is separated from them by the Isterødvejen main road. 
To the south-west Store Dyrehave and Præstevang are bisected by Københavnsvej, the 201 main road to 
Copenhagen. 

Store Dyrehave has an almost equal proportion of deciduous and conifer woodland. The corners of the 
forest and especially its fringes are dominated  by hardwoods (beech in particular). Many stands in Store 
Dyrehave are still marked by damage from major storms. In the old beechwood stands, for example, 
clearings caused by the autumn storm of 1967 are still visible. The large number of younger conifer 
stands, for example those around the central intersection known as the Star (Stjernen), were planted after 
the great storm of 1981. 

There are a number of wetland areas and other open clearings in the forest. 

A number of technical installations are to be found in Store Dyrehave: At the centre of the forest stands a 
telecommunications tower, which rises high above the treetops, a former command bunker, now 
equipped as a film depot, a fenced-off military depot area. The eastern part of the forest is intersected by 
large high voltage pylons. 

 

2.4The forest 
The forest has considerable potential for tree production. There is a considerable sprinkling of 
hardwoods, beech and oak being the most prominent species. In a number of places there are areas with 
other deciduous species such as sycamore, red oak and birch. On more elevated areas at the centre of the 
forest there are Norwegian spruce, Douglas fir, larch and Sitka spruce. 
 

Beech thrives both on the undulating clay and on gravelly soils. One of the conditions needed for beech 
to do well is well-drained soil. The beech acquire a fine shape, grow well and reproduce freely, but in 
places allowance has to be made for working the soil and fencing against wildlife. On clayey soil and 
especially in Præstevang to the west of Kongevejen and in large areas of the eastern part of the forest, 
oak, ash and sycamore also grow well. Sycamore reproduce freely, but oak are expected to be 
propagated by planting. 
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On low-lying areas there are ash and elder swamps. Several of these are often so damp and biologically 
valuable that woodland management is avoided or is very extensive. Individual healthy ash have been 
found, which form part of the attempt to preserve the ash. In Rågårds Mose there is a burr birch. 

In parts of the conifer stands there is the potential for natural reproduction. Douglas firs, in particular, but 
also Norwegian spruce self-seed in mixed woodland, especially with birch. 

The distribution of ages in the forest is very much marked by the storm damage of 1981, so there is a 
large proportion of young stands. These consist for the most part of beech, oak and Norwegian spruce. 

Under the high voltage pylons to the south, there is an easement relating to height, which means that 
only Christmas trees can be cultivated here. 

 
Fig. 66 The map shows woodland that has special conservation status. The irregular black lines indicate 
old compartments for silviculture. 
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2.5 Natural environment 
A common feature of this area is the gently undulating landscape with alternating clay and gravel 
stretches, which allow good opportunities for a varied natural environment with dotted marshy areas and 
water holes. Over a prolonged period from the end of the 18th century extensive trenching work was 
carried out with the aim of improving opportunities for timber production – or, in the case of marshland, 
to dig peat. 
 
This does not, however, apply to the entire area, which still contains numerous areas of meadow and 
marsh. Until a few years ago Maltemose was wooded, but the rise in water levels and clearing have 
recreated the original natural environment.  

Teglgårds Mose to the east of Store Dyrehave also contains significant natural qualities. The area to the 
west of the marsh towards Stenkilde Lake has been untouched since 1994. 

In Store Dyrehave, Malte Enghave and Vildandehullet were managed by clearing in 2012. Malte 
Enghave, like other ‘enghave’ or ‘meadow gardens’, was formerly used for the harvest of winter feed, 
after which the animals were set out to graze.   

In Rågårds Mose in the south-western part of the forest immediately north of Ny Hammersholt, peat was 
formerly dug, but digging stopped after the 1st World War. It is now completely left to look after itself 
and has taken on the character of primeval forest. 

In recent years general work has been started to re-establish the natural hydrology. This has meant that 
wetland areas have been re-established after felling in certain places in Store Dyrehave, for example 
close to the large intersection of rides known as Kongestjernen. 

2.6 Cultural environment 
Præstevang, Lille Hestehave and Store Dyrehave are some of the forests that bear the clearest marks of 
the activities of the monarchy in North Zealand. After the reformation, Christian III confiscated the huge 
properties of the Catholic monasteries. From 1560 onwards his son Frederik II began a systematic 
accumulation of property in North Zealand using boundary adjustments and land purchases to establish a 
large royal hunting preserve. At Hillerød, the king acquired the estate of Hillerødsholm by adjusting 
boundaries and began the construction of the first Frederiksborg Castle using materials taken from 
disused castles and monasteries. The king’s presence in the large, new royal castle rapidly left its marks 
on the area. 

Københavnsvej, the heavily trafficked road that cuts through Store Dyrehave and Præstevang, was the 
most northerly part of ‘Kongevejen’, the ‘King’s Road’, which was the direct route between the royal 
hunting lodge of Jægersborg and Frederiksborg Castle. 

1564 saw the start of a systematic collection of horses for the establishment of the royal stud. And in 
about 1570 very extensive work commenced in excavation and construction in order to secure water 
supplies for the castle’s mill and the Castle Lake.  

Water was first directed from Teglgårds Lake to the castle mill. In 1572, work began on a systematic 
excavation of canals and damming of pools to collect and conduct water from the entire area to the 
castle. 
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In Præstevang and Lille Hestehave a system of reservoirs was established. Sorte Dam, Brede Dam, Store 
and Lille Junkerdam, Karl’s Lake and Tørkeris Lake are part of the system, which still provides the 
Castle Lake with water. Here can still be found old dams and trenches, even though the water is now 
directed under the town in pipes to the Castle Lake. 

The water system involved huge areas, including the canal system to Kollerød Lake and Store Gribsø. 
Svenskerenden in Brødeskov and Frederik II’s canal in Gribskov and Selskov are remnants of this 
system. 

The name of Præstevang derives from 1573, when the castle priest was given his official residence and 
jurisdiction over the area. 

Lille Hestehave, meaning ‘Little Horse Fold’, is one of many place names originating from the stud 
farm, which also extended far out into the landscape around Frederiksborg. It even included Esrum. 

The period in which the royal stud in various sizes and organisational forms had a place in the area 
around Frederiksborg lasted for almost 300 years, from the time when Frederik II fetched the first horses 
from Nyborg to the final closure of the stud farm in 1840 under Christian VIII. The forests in this area 
have been home to blue, strawberry or yellow roans or to the wild horses that grazed these parts. Apart 
from the horse-related place names in the forest, one of the visible signs of the stud is the corral in Store 
Dyrehave, which can clearly be seen when driving along Overdrevsvejen. 

In about 1619 Christian IV decided that a area of the forest should be enclose specifically for a hunting 
reserve in the woodland area to the east of Præstevang. It was called ‘Ny Dyrehave’ or ‘New Deer Park’ 
and later ‘Store Dyrehave’ or ‘Greater Deer Park’. In the castle park just to the north of Frederiksborg 
Castle there is the ‘old’ deer park, where pheasants were reared. 

In the period leading up to 1627, a massive stone wall almost 14 kilometres long was constructed around 
Store Dyrehave. Across wetland areas, where stone walls could not be built, fences made of wood were 
erected so that the enclosure could continue in a straight line.   

The stone wall around Dyrehave is different from stone walls that surround the other national forests on 
North Zealand in that it is higher and built of smaller stone. And then it was built almost 200 years 
before the walls constructed under the Danish national forestry preservation scheme. 

The wall around Dyrehave was built to keep wild game and horses inside the enclosure, while the walls 
around national forestry reserves were intended to keep pigs and other animals out. 

In 1670 Christian V came to the throne. His father Frederik III had introduced absolutism into the 
country, and, as a son of the very internationally minded Sofie Amalie, he had made a Grand Tour as a 
crown prince, visiting the Sun King, Louis XIV, in France.  

France had also introduced absolutism in 1670, and crown prince Christian saw here how the great 
parforce hunts took place as a mixture of fantastic hunts and as a stage to show off the power of the 
absolute monarch. 

From about 1680 the landscape around Frederiksborg Castle was made over to this form of hunting using 
an ideal Baroque landscape design. The outer boundaries of Store Dyrehave were what dictated the 
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direction of the system of rides and the scale of the park. At the centre of Store Dyrehave the King’s 
Stone was placed with the royal monogram and a compass card in the ‘Star’, and from that point eight 
numbered, winding rides extended, meeting smaller intersections, which are called ‘Cross One’, ‘Cross 
Two’, ‘Cross Three’ and so on. 

From its starting point in the Star, this system of rides extended more than 10 kilometres to Gribskov, 
and these rides made it possible to ‘command’ about 25,000 acres for the hunt. In addition to the forest 
rides in Store Dyrehave, parforce rides can be found in Gribskov and Grønholt Vang and they also take 
the form of public roads in the areas between these forests. 

Also to be found in Store Dyrehave is a charcoal-burning site, some burial cairns and systems of sunken 
roads to the south around Rågårds Marsh.  

In 1859 Frederick VII had a recreational area built at Brededam in Præstevang known as ‘Fancy’s Isle’. 
Originally, it was not intended as an island, but as a little promontory on Brededam. A canal was dug, 
leading to the formation of the island. The island was provided with a little pleasure house with adjoining 
kitchen annexe. As was the fashion among kings and the nobility in the second half of the 19th century, 
the place was richly equipped with ingenious installations.  

Walking from the bridge, the visitor encounters on the left a little dolmen built as a small-scale copy of 
the great ‘Kungagraven’ at Kivik in south-eastern Sweden. To the right a stone can be seen with the 
king’s monogram and the remains of a small elevation that was once the site of an arbour. A large stone 
in the middle of the area has the form of a trough, about whose origins there are various tales. The island 
still contains living remnants of a small arboretum, where yew, lime, maple and other species can be 
found. In the period following the death of the king, the place was locked up and fell into decay. In 1905 
and 1969 respectively, the kitchen annex and the dining room were demolished. In 1992 the site was 
restored, and in 2009 the vegetation was surveyed and the area is now routinely managed. 

 

2.7Outdoor activities 
Præstevang, which is surrounded on three sides by the town of Hillerød, is a much frequented wood. It is 
a designated wood for dog-walking. There is a bonfire area and free fishing in the wood’s largest lake, 
Brededam. The wood’s large parking facilities form the starting point for a trekking route marked with 
yellow signs and a health trail. 

Store Dyrehave, which is situated close to the town, has a wealth of facilities for outdoor pursuits, 
especially at its northern end, and is extensively used, not least for exercise. There are trekking routes 
marked in yellow, health trails, marked jogging routes of 6, 10 and 20 kilometres and a 20 km mountain 
bike trail. There are also two bonfire shelters and a number of picnic/information shelters linked to the 
exercise routes. 

In addition to a camping site, a primitive camp, visitors are free to put up tents to the west of 
Kobenhavnsvej. There is free fishing in several of the forest’s lakes.  

To support the rich cultural history of the forest, audioguides are available at several points in both Store 
Dyrehave and Præstevang. 
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In Præstevang, the former forest ranger’s residence is rented out to Hillerød municipality and is used as a 
childcare centre. 

At the northern end of Store Dyrehave a former gamekeeper’s house is rented out to Levuk Hillerød, 
who also use the shelter and the bonfire area, which were built as part of a former eco-centre.  

Routes have been established for running sled-dogs in the southern part of Store Dyrehave. 

The western end of Lille Hestehave contains a part of Hillerød golf course. The eastern part is made up 
of an impassable marshland area. 
 

3.Current selections 

3.1 Natura 2000 selections 
No portions of the area are selected as Natura 2000 areas. 
 

3.2§3 areas 
The area includes in particular large sections with §3 marsh and lake. In addition, other §3 preserved 
types of natural environment are to be found. 
 

3.3Regional development plans and municipal plans 
The area in its entirety is situated in a rural zone. The western part of Lille Hestehave, which contains 
parts of Hillerød golf course, is covered by the municipal framework plan 6F1, which designates the area 
for ‘Public use, green area, forest and golf course’ but retains the area in the rural zone. 
In the current municipal plan for Hillerød municipality, the area is designated as part of ‘Preservation 
area for values of the landscape, the natural environment and culture’, as part of ‘Areas with landscape 
value’ and of ‘Areas with biological value’.  

The western third of the area is covered by Fingerplan 07, which designates areas within 2 km of the 
existing Underground as Outer Copenhagen. The southernmost part of Store Dyrehave comes under the 
areas reserved for transport corridors (Ring road 5 from Køge to Helsingborg). The area contains large 
high-voltage (400 kV ) pylons. 

The area is not covered by local plans. 
 

3.4Preservation orders and game reserves 
The area is not subject to natural conservation orders and is not a designated game reserve. 
 

3.5Drinking water interests 
Almost the entire area is designated an area with special drinking water interests, but the north-eastern 
part of Store Dyrehave (from the Star to the north and north-east) only as an area with ordinary drinking 
water interests. 
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3.6Raw material plans 
The area is not covered by raw material plans. 
 

3.7Natural forestry strategy 
In the natural forestry strategy about 84 acres are set aside for undisturbed forest, the majority in Lille 
Hestehave. 
 

Table 3. Forest set aside as untouched in 1994.  

Forest 
no. 

Name Dept. Litra Use Year Area 

601 Store 
Dyrehave 

1114 a BEECH 1871 3.4 

601 Store 
Dyrehave 

1114 b UKU 

(Not 
cultivated) 

2007 1.0 

601 Store 
Dyrehave 

1122 d BEECH 1826 0.5 

601 Store 
Dyrehave 

1156 b BEECH 1821 0.6 

601 Store 
Dyrehave 

1159 b BEECH 1836 1.0 
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601 Store 
Dyrehave 

1166 d BEECH 1831 0.5 

601 Store 
Dyrehave 

1178 b BEECH 1861 1.1 

601 Store 
Dyrehave 

1201 c BEECH 1856 1.1 

601 Store 
Dyrehave 

1219 b BEECH 1821 0.7 

601 Store 
Dyrehave 

1264 b ALDER 1881 1.7 

601 Store 
Dyrehave 

1264 d BEECH 1731 1.0 

604 Præstevang 1081 g BEECH 1990 1.8 

605 Lille 
Hestehave 

1091 b BOG - 8.1 

605 Lille 
Hestehave 

1092 a BEECH 1766 5.3 
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605 Lille 
Hestehave 

1092 b BEECH 1906 4.0 

605 Lille 
Hestehave 

1092 f BEECH 1766 0.5 

605 Lille 
Hestehave 

1092 j 
(part) 

GOLF - 2.5 

 

3.8 Areas for seed culture and trials  
In Store Dyrehave there is a plantation for seed culture for Scotch pine and a thinning trial for oak (Table 4.) 

Skov 
no. 

Name Dept. Litra Tree 
species 

Area Purpose Code 

601 Store 
Dyrehave 

1167 c SKF 

(Scotch 
pine) 

0.99 Seed 
culture 
plantation 

FP 
234 

601 Store 
Dyrehave 

1245 a OAK 3.97 Thinning 
trial 

KU 

 Table 4. 

In the field mission the Nature Agency’s local unit North Zealand gave two presentations of the forest 
management system and its interaction with the laws described above. These presentations are included as 
appendices 4 and 5. 
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ICOMOS would like to receive detailed information concerning the existence, structure and functioning of 
an overarching framework/plan for the nominated serial property.  

Hopefully, the above sections 5-7 have answered this question. It may be added that it is the intention to 
make the Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry site manager, and to maintain the steering committee, the 
mandate and tasks of which are clear, and based on a formalised agreement.  

Resources 
8.Quantification 
The nomination dossiers describes the legal framework for the state budget allocation but does not provide 
any quantification of the financial resources allocated for the nominated property nor has the expenditure 
occurred in the recent past years to carry out the necessary conservation/management activities within the 
nominated property been exposed. Information concerning the budget that is likely to be allocated at least 
for the next financial year (see fig. 175 “annual grant allocation wheel” at p. 269) would also be useful. 

The Nature Agency, the Cultural Agency, the Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties, and the Danish 
Museum of Hunting and Forestry all operate within the general framework of the state budget described in 
the nomination dossier. However, as described above the production of the nomination dossier was financed 
by a donation from an external foundation, the 15. Juni Fond, while the field mission was financed jointly by 
all stakeholders.   

In the state budget the Nature Agency appears as one single unit, but resources from the budget are allocated 
to the local units every year. The nominated areas are administered by two of the local units: Jægersborg 
Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn are managed by the local unit the Capital (HST) while Store Dyrehave and 
Gribskov are managed by the local unit called North Zealand (NSJ).  
 
Maintenance and development of the nominated areas are carried out as an integral part of the overall 
operations of forest and rural areas of the units. It is therefore not possible to separate specific accounts for 
the nominated areas. However, altogether the nominated areas represent 20% of the total area of the two 
units. It is possible to obtain a reasonably firm idea of the scale of operations and finances by looking at the 
units’ total forest and nature operations over a three year period.  
 
Tables 5 and 6 show the actual accounting for 2013 and the budgets for the similar activities in 2014 and 
2015 within the 2 units. The tables show the obligatory activities into which the budget is split by the Nature 
Agency, e.g. ‘Forest maintenance’ and ‘Public teaching and advisory’. Columns showing Expenses and 
Revenues for each of the activities include salaries for forestry sector workers and other costs, but not the 
salaries for government officers.  The expenditures (salaries, pensions etc.) for government officers are in the 
bottom of each table in the line "Government official salaries". However, government officials perform tasks 
other than those pertaining to the maintenance and operation of the units. Examples of such tasks are the 
administration of law, nature reserves and monitoring of nature in state owned as well as privately owned 
land.  
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Table 5. The account and budget of the Nature Agency’s local unit North Zealand 2013-15.Danish Crowns 

N
SJ

Real 2013
Budget 2014

Budget 2015
Code

Expenses
Revenue

N
et

Expenses
Revenue

N
et

Expenses
Revenue

N
et

M
anagem

ent of young stands
BEV

356.498
0

356.498
670.000

0
670.000

670.000
0

670.000
Secondary production 

BIP
296.080

881.957
-585.877

550.000
0

-550.000
400.000

950.000
-550.000

W
oodchips, forestry crops

FLI
2.622.966

5.916.362
-3.293.396

2.800.000
4.640.000

-1.840.000
3.066.000

5.402.000
-2.336.000

Planting and plants
KU

L
740.082

221.063
519.019

1.580.000
0

1.580.000
2.100.000

0
2.100.000

W
ood production

SKO
9.746.591

26.791.903
-17.045.312

10.000.000
28.862.000

-18.862.000
10.071.838

28.431.660
-18.359.822

Lease of land and rights
G

RU
394.161

4.123.428
-3.729.267

300.000
4.100.000

-3.800.000
0

3.700.000
-3.700.000

H
unting and gam

e
JAG

831.427
342.891

488.536
760.000

2.900.000
470.000

760.000
290.000

470.000
Agricultural farm

ing operations 
LAN

894.976
3.204.182

-2.309.206
600.000

2.100.000
-1.500.000

450.000
2.000.000

-1.550.000
Forest m

aintenance (roads, fences, firefighting etc.) 
VED

3.977.797
1.605

3.976.191
3.200.000

0
3.200.000

3.090.000
0

3.090.000
Cam

ping lots
CAM

0
120.000

-120.000
0

0
0

0
0

0
External enterprice

EN
T

22.623
12.455

10.168
0

0
0

0
0

0
G

enetics and seeds
FO

R
1.051.144

385.669
665.475

800
0

800.000
800.000

0
800.000

Com
m

issioned w
ork 

REK
171.973

160.962
11.011

50.000
90.000

-40.000
60.000

90.000
-30.000

O
ther goverm

ent official expenditures
FU

N
1.593.569

44.562
1.549.007

1.150.000
0

1.150.000
1.200.000

0
1.200.000

O
ffice expenditures 

KO
N

1.533.705
186.142

1.347.564
1.400.000

0
1.400.000

1.100.000
0

1.100.000
Property costs 

EJD
4.436.968

88.005
4.348.963

4.400.000
0

4.400.000
4.100.000

0
4.100.000

O
verheads

G
EN

1.124
352

772
10.000

0
10.000

0
0

0
Extraordinary cost / incom

e. 
SÆ

R
26.300

8.510
17.790

150.000
0

150.000
0

0
0

D
eerpark

D
Y

R
0

0
0

0
0

0
N

ature conservation and restoration 
N

AT
1.480.071

407.081
1.072.991

1.300.000
300.000

1.000.000
1.520.000

370.000
1.150.000

Recreational facillities
PU

B
8.618.725

2.757.090
5.861.635

5.545.000
290.000

5.255.000
4.880.000

250.000
4.630.000

Cultural heritage
RU

I
418.783

0
418.783

560.000
560.000

560.000
0

560.000
W

ildlife m
anagem

ent
VLP

191.222
863

190.359
190.000

190.000
150.000

0
150.000

N
ature interpretation

N
AV

1.951.599
784.058

1.167.541
1.800.000

800.000
1.000.000

1.690.000
340.000

1.350.000
G

overm
ent official salaries

FLØ
16.421.306

0
16.421.306

17.881.121
17.900.000

18.000.000
0

18.000.000
T

otal
57.779.691

46.439.139
11.340.551

54.896.921
44.082.000

13.143.000
54.667.838

41.823.660
12.844.178
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Table 6. The accounts and budget of the Nature Agency’s local unit the Capital 2013-15.Danish Crowns. 

H
ST

Real 2013
Budget 2014

Budget 2015
Code

Expenses
Revenue

N
et

Expenses
Revenue

N
et

Expenses
Revenue

N
et

M
anagem

ent of young stands
BEV

111.280
111.280

113.000
113.000

113.000
113.000

Secondary production 
BIP

8.280
-8.280

0
0

W
oodchips, forestry crops

FLI
321.031

1.040.080
-719.049

800.000
1.800.000

-1.000.000
800.000

1.800.000
-1.000.000

Planting and plants
KU

L
33.238

33.238
219.500

219.500
219.500

219.500
W

ood production
SKO

3.835.512
7.154.764

-3.319.252
2.213.500

4.780.000
-2.566.500

2.213.500
4.780.000

-2.566.500
Lease of land and rights

G
RU

3.199.111
-3.199.111

2.998.000
-2.998.000

2.998.000
-2.998.000

H
unting and gam

e
JAG

25.355
19.962

5.393
56.500

10.000
46.500

56.500
10.000

46.500
Agricultural farm

ing operations
LAN

1.339.003
1.286.234

52.769
1.048.000

1.300.000
-252.000

1.048.000
1.300.000

-252.000
Forest M

aintenance (roads, fences, firefighting etc.) 
VED

2.185.290
2.185.290

490.000
490.000

490.000
490.000

Cam
ping grounds

CAM
238.911

-238.911
240.000

-240.000
240.000

-240.000
External enterprise 

EN
T

1.400
-1.400

0
0

G
enetics and seeds

FO
R

8.262
-8.262

0
0

Com
m

issioned w
ork 

REK
117.320

88.155
29.165

63.000
70.000

-7.000
63.000

70.000
-7.000

O
ther goverm

ent official expenditures 
FU

N
406.123

406.123
415.000

415.000
415.000

415.000
O

ffice expenditures 
KO

N
657.062

657.062
601.500

601.500
601.500

601.500
Property costs 

EJD
1.443.009

1.443.009
1.250.000

1.250.000
1.250.000

1.250.000
O

verheads 
G

EN
0

0
0

Extraordinary  cost / incom
e

SÆ
R

397.446
71.196

326.250
0

0
D

eerpark 
D

Y
R

3.347.116
1.021.596

2.325.520
3.110.000

960.000
2.150.000

3.110.000
960.000

2.150.000
N

ature conservation and restoration 
N

AT
5.630.092

4.093.640
1.536.452

4.916.000
3.060.000

1.856.000
4.916.000

2.660.000
2.256.000

Recreational facilities
PU

B
9.752.620

2.563.267
7.189.353

9.387.500
1.860.000

7.527.500
9.547.500

1.860.000
7.687.500

Cultural heritage
RU

I
100.342

100.342
150.000

150.000
150.000

150.000
W

ildlife m
anagem

ent
VLP

60.700
60.700

25.000
25.000

25.000
25.000

N
ature interpretation

N
AV

23.168
23.168

572.000
640.000

-68.000
572.000

640.000
-68.000

G
overm

ent official salaries
FLØ

8.105.931
8.105.931

7.300.000
7.300.000

7.300.000
7.300.000

T
otal

37.891.638
20.794.858

17.096.780
32.730.500

17.718.000
15.012.500

32.890.500
17.318.000

15.572.500
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In the accounts and budgets the management costs of the nominated areas are to be found within several of 
the above mentioned activities, for example, ‘Forest maintenance’, ‘Recreational facilities’, ‘Nature 
interpretation’ and ‘Cultural heritage’. As mentioned above, the nominated areas make up 20% of the total 
area of the two units, but in both units the nominated areas are among the top priority management areas of 
the unit. Therefore it is fair to make the assumption that the costs of the management of the nominated areas 
exceed 20% of the two units’ total cost of those activities. 
   
The Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties presently invests large resources in the restoration of both 
royal castles and gardens, and in its annual financial report for 2013, the agency specifically mentions the 
project at Eremitageslottet, which has to a large extent been externally financed. Eremitageslottet belongs 
together with Kronborg Castle to a special category in the Agency's portfolio and is therefore guaranteed 
funds for the ongoing maintenance. Restoration work was previously performed mainly on the exterior such 
as windows, plastered brick surfaces, shapes and other decoration. In the last 3 years larger work such as the 
building bastion has been restored and at the interior, sweeping refurbishment is completed for a total of 2.04 
million Euros.  
 

Visitor management 
9. Carrying capacity and photographic documentation 
The nomination dossier reports that in 2003 a visitor survey carried out that time counted around 7 million 
visits at Jaegersborg Dyrehave and Jaegersborg Hegn in the year and today it is estimated that some 8 
million people visit the nominated component each year, a number which is expected to increase in case the 
property will obtain World Heritage Status. It would therefore be important to understand whether the 
agencies responsible for the property have developed a carrying capacity study and visitor management 
strategy/plan for the nominated property. 
 
Carrying capacity studies 
Visitor survey studies carried out in the Danish forests since 1974 (e.g. Koch 1978, 1980, 1984, Koch & 
Jensen 1988, Jensen & Koch 1997, 2004) have described the social carrying capacity and guided the forest 
administrations in their visitor management strategies, while studies of the carrying capacity of forest nature 
have not yet been found necessary. Judging from the latest visitor survey study from 2003 (Jensen & Koch 
2004) visitors are very content, also in the heavily visited Jægersborg Dyrehave, and based on the daily 
smooth operation, there seems to be room for a significant increase in visitor numbers even in here. Further, 
as Professor Frank Søndergaard Jensen pointed out when asked the above question, the trajectories of the 
roads are preserved by being used, and visitors are easily guided to the least vulnerable places by the 
information strategy of the forest administration (Jensen pers.com. October 5th 2014). 
 
A number of actions to spread visitors and distribute them more within Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg 
Hegn have already successfully been taken, and a possible inclusion on the World Heritage List will be taken 
advantage of to further spread the visitors within the area by guiding them to new sites of interest. 
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In the summer seasons of 2013 and 2014, Eremitageslottet has been opened to public guided tours, and 
measurements have been taken to clarify whether a central stairway has been burdened by the many visitors. 
No injuries occurred or have been reported so far. Monitoring of the building's sustainability will continue in 
the future, and likewise visitor’s access will be restricted due to the vulnerability of the building. 

Visitor management strategy/plan for the nominated property 
It is part of the Danish Nature Agency’s mission and vision to ‘put hiking routes, shelters, fireplaces, 
mountain bike routes, riding and skiing tracks, and canoeing facilities at the disposal of the public’. The 
Danish Nature Agency has a common strategy and concept for visitor facilities, which includes various 
components ranging from large installations such as car parks, forest playgrounds and cycling and hiking 
routes to smaller individual components as information boards and signs. The Agency also has a common 
design programme for visitor facilities as exhibition houses and shelters, pictograms, information sheets etc. 
Within this framework, both of the involved local units plan to augment the amount of facilities specifically 
related to the par force hunting landscape.  
 
An example is the planned facility at Ottekorset in Gribskov, which is accessible by the public road 
Kildeportvej and already foreseen with a parking lot, see Fig. Xx. 
 

 

Fig.67. Aerial photo of Ottekorset at Kildeportvej in Gribskov. The parking lot and the open area for the 
planned visitor facilities to the right of the road cross. Cars are prohibited within the forests but Kildeportvej 
is a public road, which makes this site is ideal for visitor facilities. Photo Søren Agerlund Rasmussen. 
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Another example is the addition of further facilities to the existing at the parking lot in Store Dyrehave 
mentioned below. The place is easily accessible by public transportation as well as car and bicycle, and 
among the new facilities might e.g. be an information hut of the type shown below. Inside such information 
huts, folders with e.g. historical information about the forest, health routes or ski tracks are presented in 
water tight boxes. In Store Dyrehave the new folder of cultural heritage will of course be among the offers. 

 

Fig.68. Typical Nature Agency information hut at an exercise plot. In the forests close to Copenhagen and 
other larger cities, installations for exercise are very popular supplements to the exercise routes. 

      

Fig. 69. The information hut offers boxes with information folders on e.g. health routes or lighted ski tracks 
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In the southern part of Jægerborg Dyrehave/ Jægersborg Hegn, a new visitor centre at one of the old par 
force trails is planned. The place is easily accessible for visitors arriving at the main entrance at 
Klampenborg by subway, train, bus or car, and the centre will be located in a no longer used house for winter 
forage, the Dousbad Bog house. 

Udstillingshus i Dousbad vildthus
Den originale og rustikke bygning gør den meget velegnet som platform for 
formidling af bl.a. parforcejagtsystemet 

Planned exhibition site in Restored Feeding
House, Dousbad Bog

 

Fig 70. The beautiful old houses for the winter forage with their feed racks are characteristic of Jægersborg 
Dyrehave. The Dousbad Bog house is no longer in use, and will be used as an advanced information hut. 

The exhibition in the Dousbad Bog house may by way of modern electronic communication with large 
screens visualize the Danish par force hunting history, give an overview of the par force hunting road system 
as seen from above, and show films with modern par force hunting.  
  
The large extension of the par force hunting road system in North Zealand is a challenge to the overall 
communication, and in the future the Agency will probably rely more on mobile media. However, a number 
of traditional elements have been selected with particular care to create an overall picture of the par force 
hunting road system. The elements are a.o. 

Folders and maps 
A thematic folder which presents an overview of the total area i.e. a map of Zealand with the location of the 
forests in which traces of the par force hunt are preserved, and detail map of the same forests. The folder also 
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includes an easy to understand introduction to hunting with hounds and the historical context. The folder will 
be published in other languages than Danish, in the first place English.  
 
Posters and Signs  
Separate signs and posters at selected locations will provide information about the par force hunting road 
system. The sites chosen are typically the most popular entrances and large car parks in forests with traces of 
par force hunting road system.  
 
Could the State Party provide location plans and photographs showing any visitor facilities located within 
the nominated property components’ boundaries? 

Table 5.6 at p. 270 in the nomination dossier gives an overview of the visitor facilities in the nominated 
areas. The below map from Store Dyrehave is a representative example of the distribution of visitor facilities 
in the entire nominated area. The symbols in the map indicate pictogram poles, e.g. for audio guides, 
exercise tracks or tracks for disabled, information signs with maps, information huts, folder boxes etc. 

 

Fig. 71. Visitor facilities in Store Dyrehave as registered in MapInfo. 
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The yellow square in the map represents the parking lot in Store Dyrehave, which is further illustrated below 
by the extract from MapInfo showing visitor facilities and other equipment at this entrance to the forest. The 
symbols indicate pictogram poles, an information sign, and a boom. The small photograph shows the parking 
lot at the entrance. 

   

Fig. 72. Parking lot at Overdrevsvejen in the northern part of Store Dyrehave and its visitor facilities as 
registered in MapInfo. The photograph show to the left a pole with pictograms indicating a.o.that dogs must 
be on a leach, to the right an information sign with maps and other information about the forest. 

The Nature Agency North Zealand has published some thematic folders on the cultural heritage within the 
unit’s areas. One of these deals specifically with the par force hunt and the hunting roads in the nominated 
areas and includes a GPS guide to the sites where audioguides elaborating the information may be found. 
The folder is shown below.  

So far the folders of the Nature Agency are in Danish only for Jægersborg Dyrehave has a folder in English 
been produced.  
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Fig. 73. Folder presenting cultural heritage in Store Dyrehave. 
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Ed. Jette Baagøe 



Corrections to The par force hunting landscape in North Zealand Additional information 

On p. 22 Please read 

France 
 

 

Fig. 17. Bois de Royaumont  Detail from the Carte Cassini [Beauvais/Levée 1751] No. 2 Feuille 2. Collection 
Hauslab. Lichtenstein, here reproduced without permission, i.e. exclusively for internal use. 

The map from 1751 indicates a landscape with open areas and trees along dikes and ditches, not a closed 
forest, but yet a landscape with markedly more forest than the surrounding agricultural landscape and the 
river valley. The map does not show the road system in Bois de Royaumont appeared after it had been 
further developed by Prince Louis-Joseph de Condé (1736-1818) as described in the nomination dossier p. 
196-98 and Fig. 136. Below the hunting road system of the late 18th century may be compared with the 
present landscape, which is represented with a map and satellite photograph from Google maps, both in the 
same scale. The roads laid out by Louis-Joseph are still very well preserved. The scale is as far as possible 
comparable to the old map, where it is measured in Toises (1 Toise being equivalent to 1,949 m before 
1812).  

The area of Bois de Royaumont in the old map is c. 410 ha (not 41 ha) and from the modern map it seems to 
be about 450 ha (not 45 ha) today, which means that the forest is very well preserved. However, as may be 
seen in the satellite photo, the composition of the forest has changed, and silviculture is evidently carried out. 
The landscape was not laid out after one master plan, it was created late in the 18th century, and it was 
created in several phases over a long period. Further, the design did not apply numerical names. These were 
the reasons why Bois de Royaumont was ruled out in the comparison with the two forests in North Zeraland. 

 

 

p. 22 



On p. 26 please read: 

 

Fig.24. The Ville de Parc of Le Lys 2014. Houses and golf courses are easily visible. Satellite Photo Google 
Maps. 

The map from 1756 indicates that the area of Forêt du Lys was then c. 600 ha (not 60 ha), which is very 
close to the area as measured by the same road axes in the modern map (c. 57 0 ha not 57 ha). The area of the 
old hunting forest has thus been preserved very well, but as appears from the above satellite photo, the forest 
has been replaced by a habitation area, the Ville de Parc of Le Lys as described in the nomination dossier p. 
196ff. According to Peloye 2001, a map from 1751 shows the names of the roads, which are not numerical, 
The numerical names in the Ville de Parc are therefore of new origin and have no relation to the landscape’s 
function during the hunts of the 18th century as mentioned in the nomination dossier p. 197. Forêt du Lys was 
planned and planted after c. 1700, numerical names were not applied, and the forest was seriously disturbed 
by the Ville de Parc. Therefore, Forêt du Lys was ruled out in comparison with the two forests in North 
Zealand. 

The third preserved French forest which was identified with a road system applying the square roads known 
from Denmark, was Bois de Tillet, which as mentioned in the nomination dossier (p. 198) came into the 
possession of the dukes of Orléans in 1672, after which the laying out of the landscape began cf. nomination 
dossier p. 199. As this forest was not designed for emblematic reasons, it should actually have been excluded 
from the comparison, but since it was owned by the king until 1672, it was included. As may be inferred 
from the modern maps, the small isolated forest is today merged with the adjacent forests on the other side of 
Gondreville. Apparently, Bois de Tillet was closed forest in 1756, and so it is today. Only the north-western 
corner of the forest has been cleared. The area of the forest in Cassini’s map is about 570 ha (not 75 ha). 
When the bending road to the east in the forest in the modern Google map is interpreted as the boundary of 
the original forest, the area of today is approximately 500 ha (not 50 ha), and in the old map the cleared area 
is c. 36 ha (not 23 ha), the forest is in other words well preserved as is the road system. 

p. 26 



5

kilometers

2,50

Baggrundskort: Copyright Geodatastyrelsen

Appendix 1a



5,005

kilometer

0

Series of Cartes Store Dyrehave and Gribskov
Updated 1:25.000



5,005

kilometer

0

Series of Cartes Store Dyrehave and Gribskov
1:25.000 made 1977 - 1994



5,005

kilometer

0

Series of Cartes Store Dyrehave and Gribskov
1:25.000 made 1957 - 1976



5,005

kilometer

0

Series of Cartes Store Dyrehave and Gribskov
1:20.000 made 1928 - 1945



5,005

kilometer

0

Series of Cartes Store Dyrehave and Gribskov
1:20.000 made 1842 - 1899



5,005

kilometer

0

Series of Cartes Store Dyrehave and Gribskov
1:120.000 made 1762 - 1822



5,005

kilometer

0

Series of Cartes Store Dyrehave and Gribskov
Carte made around 1685



2,000

kilometer

0

Series of Cartes Jaegersborg
Updated 1:25.000



2,000

kilometer

0

Series of Cartes Jaegersborg
1:25.000 made 1977 - 1994



2,000

kilometer

0

Series of Cartes Jaegersborg
1:25.000 made 1957 - 1976



2,000

kilometer

0

Series of Cartes Jaegersborg
1:20.000 made 1928 - 1945



2,000

kilometer

0

Series of Cartes Jaegersborg
1:20.000 made 1842 - 1899



2,572

kilometer

0

Series of Cartes Jaegersborg
1:120.000 made 1762 - 1822



2,000

kilometer

0

Series of Cartes Jaegersborg
Carte made around 1685



Nature Protection Act – forest construction line 

The forest construction line defines a 300 meter protection zone according to §17 of the Nature Protection 

Act. 

It applies to all State owned forests as well as private forests above 20 ha. 

The protection zone is measured from the fringe of the forest and 300 meters into the open countryside. 

Within the protection zone the placement of buildings, caravans, masts and the like, are restricted. 

 

          300 m forest protection zone 

 

The purpose of the forest construction line legislation is to safeguard the protection zone from building 

constructions that will affect the visual experience of the forest. Its purpose is, furthermore, to protect the 

habitats of plants and animals in the fringe of the forest. 

It is possible in certain situations to get an exemption from the regulations of the forest construction line. 

Administration of the Nature Protection Act falls under the jurisdiction of the local Municipality. The 

municipality will process applications and involve the forest owner who then has the opportunity to 

comment before the municipality makes a decision. 

Exemption from the legislation can only be given if the building construction does not affect the visual 

experience of the forest. The more intact or undisturbed the landscape is, the less likely it is that an 

exemption will be granted. 

How the protection zone protects the UNESCO World Heritage site 

The forest construction line legislation ensures that no building constructions will affects the visual 

experience of the forest and hence the World Heritage Site. Exemptions from the restriction will only very 

rarely be granted in the buffer zone to a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

 



The Planning Act 

The Planning Act ensures that the overall planning combines the interests of society with respect to land 

use with the protection of the country’s nature and environment. This ensures sustainable development of 

society with respect for people’s living conditions as well as securing the conservation of wildlife and 

vegetation. 

The Act outlines the fundamental rules concerning planning control of both urban areas and the open 

countryside. In the open countryside, planning permission for the construction of buildings is processed by 

the local municipality in accordance with the Planning Act.  

The Act also outlines regulations on municipal and local plans, which are the responsibility of the local 

municipality. These plans outline the guidelines for the development of urban areas as well as the open 

countryside. 

Municipal plan 

The municipal plan sets out the general guidelines for the land use strategy in the county e.g. defines that 

certain areas that are currently open countryside are to be developed into urban areas. The municipal plan 

covers a period of 4 years.  

In relation to a World Heritage Site the municipality will define strict guidelines in the municipality plan 

concerning the buffer zones around the World Heritage site, to secure that the values of the World 

Heritage Site are not degraded. The local municipality are obligated to take the guidelines in the municipal 

plan into consideration when processing applications. 

Urban areas - Local plans 

In urban areas, the local plans are related to a specific area and outline in details specification on the 

construction allowed within the area covered by the local plan (e.g. the height of the building, the building 

materials and the percentage of the area that can be built on). In the existing local plans within the buffer 

zone for the proposed World Heritage Site, the building height is restricted to 8.5 meters. 

In relation to a World Heritage Site the already existing local plans will secure the values that are related to 

the World Heritage Site. If existing local plans are reviewed or new local plans are drawn up, the restrictions 

for the buffer zone will be included in the local plans. 

The open countryside 

New constructions or change to existing constructions in the open countryside need planning permission 

from the local municipality.  Any permission given must follow the guidelines in the municipal plan. During 

the process of the application, the overall purpose of the Planning Act i.e. the protection of the 

environment and recreational interests, are highly valued. 

In relation to a World Heritage Site permissions given to any development will follow the guidelines of the 

municipal plan and will therefore safeguard the Site against degradation. 
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The Nature Protection Act 

(Forest construction line) 

The Planning Act 



Forest construction line (The Nature Protection 
Act § 17)

• a 300 meter protection zone

300 m                                                                    Forest Construction Line at Gribskov by                  
the village Nødebo

20-10-2014



Forest construction line

• Purpose: 

- To safeguard the 300 meter protection zone from building
constructions that will affect the visual experience of the 
forest.

- To protect the habitats of animals and plants in the fringe
of the forest

• The local municipality administers the legislation

• Exemption from the legislation can be applied for

• Safeguarding the proposed World Heritage Site

- The legislation protects the visual experience of the forest
and therefore of the World Heritage Site

- Exemptions from the legislation are rarely given in 
protection zones around intact/undisturbed or protected
forest.20-10-2014



Forest construction line
versus 

bufferzone

Forest construction line Bufferzone

20-10-2014



The Planning Act

• Purpose: 

- To ensure that the overall planning combines the interests 
of society with respect to land use with the protection of 
the country’s nature and environment

• The local municipality administers the legislation

• The Act

- Outlines the fundamental

rules concerning planning 

control of both urban areas 

and the open countryside

- Outlines regulations on

municipal and local plans

20-10-2014



Municipal plan

• Sets out general guidelines and targets for 
landuse planning – for urban areas and the open 

countryside.

• Covers a period of 4 years

• Serves as the basis for local plans as well as a 
guideline for how applications are processed

• Safeguarding the proposed World Heritage Site

- Strict guidelines concerning the buffer zone will be outlined
in the municipal plan to secure and avoid degradation of 
the values of the World Heritage Site.

20-10-2014



Local planning in urban areas

• The local plan specifies e.g.

- What a property can be used for

- What can be built on a plot of land (e.g. height and square 
footage of a building)

• The local plan is a legally binding document for 
the owners and users of the property or plot of 
land. 

• Safeguarding the proposed World Heritage Site

- local plans will secure the values that are related to the 
World Heritage Site

- The restrictions of the buffer zone will be included in new 
or revised local plans

20-10-2014



Development in the open countryside

• New constructions or change to existing 
constructions need planning permission from the 
local municipality. 

• Safeguarding the proposed World Heritage Site

- The restrictions for the buffer zone of the World Heritage 
Site and the guidelines in the municipal plan will be taken 
into consideration

- the protection of the environment and recreational 
interests are highly valued, in accordance with the 
Planning Act

20-10-2014



Summary

• The buffer zone around the proposed World 
Heritage site is protected by:

- The forest construction line

- Municipal plan

- Local plans for urban areas

- Planning permissions for construction in the open 
countryside

20-10-2014 Navn / stilling / oplæg



   
      

   
    

     
    

The Danish 
Nature Agency 
North Zealand 
Regional director, Master of the Royal Hunt Jens Bjerregaard Christensen 

     



   
 

    
   
   
 

   
 
 

    
  
  

 
   

Danish Nature Agency North Zealand 
Land area 

Lake area 
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Nature Agency North Zealand 

Management of state areas approx. 22,500 hec. 

Regulatory functions 

Seeds and Genetics 

Monitoring of water quality in lakes, streams etc 

 70 employees   

 

 



   
 

    
   
   
 

   
 
 

    
  
  

 
   

Area distribution in North Zealand in hectares 

Arealfordeling, ha

Øvrigt Åbent; 
3804,9

Arresø, Esrum 
Sø; 5854

LØV; 8370,6

NÅL; 4514,2

Open area 
3,762 ha 

Arresø 

Esrum Lake 
5,854 ha 

Hardwood 
8,370 ha 

Softwood 
4,514 ha 

Total  22,500 hec. 



   
 

    
   
   
 

   
 
 

    
  
  

 
   

Area distribution by tree species in hectares  

Træartsfordeling, ha

4859

2004,5500,1

1007

3112,1

149,4

69,4

1183,3

01 Bøg

02 Eg

03 Ask og ær

04 Andet løvtræ

05 Picea-arter

06 Ædelgran

07 Bjergfyr

08 Andet nåletræ

Beech 
Oak 
Ash 
Other hardwood 
Spruce (picea) 
Fir (abies) 
Pine 
Other conifers 
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Natura2000 NST 

North Zealand 

Bird protection 
area 

Habitat area 



   
 

    
   
   
 

   
 
 

    
  
  

 
   

Naturpleje 
 

 

Hedepleje 

Græsning af lysåbne arealer og i skov 

Slåning 

Bekæmpelse af invasive arter 
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Nature 
Management 
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Wetlands in Gribskov 1858 og 1988 



   
 

    
   
   
 

   
 
 

    
  
  

 
   

Genopretning af naturlig hydrologi 
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Kulturmiljø 

Parforcejagtveje i Gribskov 
Naturstyrelsen Nordsjælland  11 

Cultural Heritage 



   
 

    
   
   
 

   
 
 

    
  
  

 
   

Kulturmiljø 

Parforcejagtveje i Gribskov 
Naturstyrelsen Nordsjælland  12 

Parforce hunting road system 



   
 

    
   
   
 

   
 
 

    
  
  

 
   

Friluftsliv 

Naturstyrelsen Nordsjælland  13 

Recreation 

http://www.introsport.dk/csf/pagea/content/action?cid=idraet&video=L0100-1.1&sid=L0100&play=1&conn=m
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Nature management projects (NGO’s+CSR) 

Nydam (Meadow managed by scythe) 

Ski tracks 

Charcoal making 

Afforestation 

Mountain bike routes in St. Dyrehave 

Hammermøllen (Cultural heritage) 

St. Lyngby Forest 

User involvement/Public participation 
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Nature Agency North Zealand: User Council 

Danish Nature  Conservation  association 

Open air  Council 

Danish Bird Association 

Danish sport association 

Danish hunters association 

Danish Sportfishing Association 

Danish Rambler Association 

North  Zealand Farmers Association 

Council of Cultural  heritage 

Halsnæs municipality 

Hillerød municipality 

Gribskov municipality 

Helsingør  municipality 

Fredensborg municipality 

 



   
      

   
    

     
    

The Management plans for  
Danish state forests: 
 
North Zealand 
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Gribskov 1764 



   
 

    
   
   
 

   
 
 

    
  
  

 
   

Naturstyrelsen Nordsjælland SIDE 19 

Gribskov 1820 



   
 

    
   
   
 

   
 
 

    
  
  

 
   

Content 
 

1.Purpose and framework for 
the nature Agency’s forest 
management plans 

2.Establishing the 
management plans – how do 
we do this in practice? 

3.The content of the 
management plans 

4.The management plan for 
North Zealand, St.Dyrehave 
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SIDE 21 

• Effectuate the Nature 
Agency’s policies at the 
local level 

• Balance often conflicting 
goals 

• Inclusion of stakeholders 

• Ensure that management 
takes place within the 
given economic resources 

 

   
     

     
    

   

Purpose of the management plans 

http://www.google.dk/imgres?imgurl=http://f.wood-supply.dk/2wcmsthoo34zceqb.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.wood-supply.dk/article/view/23519/sca_betaler_ekstra_for_tommer&usg=__4ZvcqPZcpUXRtjoZjrk6GqHlsvc=&h=150&w=150&sz=25&hl=da&start=4&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=sn7mTfsjsJAegM:&tbnh=96&tbnw=96&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dt%25C3%25B8mmer%26hl%3Dda%26sa%3DG%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=02yLTbDcJ9DrObji9MUN
http://www.google.dk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.geus.dk/publications/geo-nyt-geus/gi014-s04c.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.geus.dk/publications/geo-nyt-geus/gi014_01.htm&usg=__JX5wcINEKWb8w0z_7LTdTz8ySB0=&h=308&w=200&sz=24&hl=da&start=5&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=xvU4G1EP5ohIaM:&tbnh=117&tbnw=76&prev=/images%3Fq%3DStrategi%2Bfor%2Bde%2Bdanske%2Bnaturskove%2B1994%26hl%3Dda%26sa%3DG%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=hmuLTfH8GIabOuf-pdQN


   
 

    
   
   
 

   
 
 

    
  
  

 
   

New Management plan: 

Overall planning  instrument 

Support in the daily 
management 

15 year goals 

Subplans reviewed every 6 
years 

(the development of the forest 
and landscape have longer 
time horizons) 

 

 

Naturstyrelsen Nordsjælland SIDE 22 



   
 

    
   
   
 

   
 
 

    
  
  

 
   

Existing Laws 

Danish Forest Act 

Nature Protection Act 

EU directives 

Planning Act 

Museum Act 

Civil List Act 

Naturstyrelsen Nordsjælland SIDE 23 



   
 

    
   
   
 

   
 
 

    
  
  

 
   

Guidelines and strategies: 
 

Operational plan for ”nature  near” forest 
management in the state forests 

”Natural forest” strategy 

Ecological guidelines 

Strategy for Nature  protection and care 

Storm damage – many interests are taken into 
consideration 

Strategy for agricultural land management 

Historic cultural interests in the state forests 

Recreational opportunities in the forest 

Welfare profile 

Zoning for outdoor recreationalinterests. 
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Process 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              
          

  

 

  

  

   
  
 

  
  

 

 

Assessment of 
Status 

Areal data 

Beginning of 
stakeholder 
involvement 

New data and 
information 
collection 

 

Establishment of 
goals and 
visions 

Done in 
collaboration 
with NST 
Leadership 

 

 

Consultation and 
approval 

Open hearing 

 

Approval by NST 
Leadership 

Implementation via 
annual planning and 
budget 

 

Development of 
the final planning 
products 

Texts and maps 

Web page 

 

 

 

 

 

Considerations  

Forest 
development plan 

 Nature protection 
plan 

Plan for outdoor 
life 

Etc. 



   
 

    
   
   
 

   
 
 

    
  
  

 
   

What considerations need to be balanced? 

Landscape plan: balance between forested 
and open areas 

A  long-term forest development plan  

A plan for care and management of open 
areas with both long-term goals and 
concrete management plans. 

A plan for the cultural environment that 
dictates the protection and care of historical 
monuments and other cultural interests. 

A plan for outdoor activities that establishes 
a framework for what (and where) specific 
activities are allowed in the forest. 

These 5 interests  must be weighed up 
against each other 
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A Management plan contains: 

-A general description of the 
forest as a whole 

-Appendices: 

-* Detailed plan for nature 
conservation 

-* Activities plan 

-* Plan for the care of  monuments 

-* Tables concerning the area 
usage 
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Hunting and 
wildlife 
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THE PAR FORCE HUNTING LANDSCAPE IN NORTH ZEALAND 

Introduction 
As part of the evaluation process, the ICOMOS World Heritage Panel has reviewed the nomination of “The 
par force hunting landscape in North Zealand” for World Heritage Listing and the additional information, 
which was delivered in October 2014. The expert panel has identified areas where it considers that further 
information on and extensions of the original nomination are needed. Below, the proposals of ICOMOS are 
presented (in italics), and as far as possible followed, and requested and additional information is provided.  

Additional illustrations, including maps, are numbered successively from 1, except for those in the revised 
editions of Executive summary, 1. Identification of property, 3.3. Proposed statement of Outstanding 
Universal Value, and Addition to 5. C. Means of implementing protective measures, which replace the 
original chapters or sections in the nomination dossier. Therefore the illustrations maintain their original 
numbering. To ease the reading, these revised chapters are presented at the end of the document.   

Boundaries 
The ICOMOS World Heritage Panel observed that if, as it seems, the proposed Outstanding Universal Value 
of the nominated property resides in the geometry of the rides, then all surviving rides should in principle be 
included within the nominated property or at least in the buffer zone. This appears needed in particular in: 

· the eastern suburban area of Hillerød between the Store Dyrehave and the Gribskov components, in 
that the direction of the rides (i.e., the Ottevej and the Tolvkarlevej) still makes evident that there 
was a continuity between the two components; 

· the agricultural area in the Gronholt (i.e., the Isterødvej, Skelvej, Stenholtvej and the continuation of 
the Syvvej northeastwards); 

· the star point in Gribskov near the place called Vaernsbjerg with one ride to the northwest. 

Prompted by ICOMOS, the State Party and the stakeholders have considered the possibility of encompassing 
an extended area in Gribskov at Værnsbjerg, the agricultural area at Grønholt, and some of the connecting 
roads, in the proposed property.  

The state party agrees that the proposed Outstanding Universal Value of the nominated property resides first 
and foremost in the geometry of the rides, and that if possible the par force hunting roads outside the forests 
should be included. These roads differ, as they have been used and maintained differently. Some are paths, 
which probably resemble the original rides, others are paved roads. Important for the documentation of the 
geometry, however, are the trajectories of the rides, not the individual width or surface of them (cf. 
Nomination dossier p. 163). The direction of the trajectory is defined by the line connecting the roads outside 
the forests with those inside the forests on both sides of them. When nominated, these trajectories should 
always be preserved and visible in the landscape. The state party has therefore chosen not to nominate the 
entire roads as such, but a selected part of them forming a straight 3 m wide polygon defined by the 
geographical coordinates of its center point, and by the line connecting the polygons to the roads’ 
continuation in the nominated forests. The result is presented below, where it is proposed to extend the 
originally nominated property as much as possible according to the recommendations of ICOMOS (cf. 
Appendix I).  
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In this context, it should be noted that the presence of a forest matrix is very important for the understanding 
of the par force hunting landscape. The landscape’s Outstanding Universal Value does not solely lie in the 
geometry of the hunting roads, but in the spatial organisation of all the elements in the preserved landscape, 
i.e. the hunting forests, hunting roads, buildings, emblematic markers, numbered stone posts, stone fences, 
and numerical road names. 

The municipality of Hillerød welcomes an inclusion in the proposed property of the traces of the connecting 
par force hunting roads between Store Dyrehave and Gribskov. Within the borders of Hillerød municipality, 
these are: The path which is a remnant of Ottevej north of Overdrevsvejen (Map 0.3, 0.4); the trace of 
Tolvkarlevej/Højager in the town of Hillerød, which is protected by  BP26B, cf. Nomination dossier p. 249 
(Map 0.3, 0.4); the trace of Kulsviervej northeast of Store Dyrehave (there is a regrettable mistake in the 
Nomination dossier Figure 33 and text p. 63, where Kulsviervej is called Isterødvej); and Byskellet, the 
proximal part of the extension of the former Syvvej into the Grønholt area (Map 0.3, 0.4). The road traces 
concerned are public municipal roads, and a public municipal path. The path lies within the buffer zone of 
Store Dyrehave and is further protected by BP35, cf. Nomination dossier p. 249. The southern parts of 
Kulsviervej and Byskellet are within the forest protection lines of Grønholt Hegn and Store Dyrehave, and 
further situated in a landscape classified as being of special value in the municipal plan (Hillerød 
Kommuneplan 2013). 

In the Grønholt area, the municipality of Fredensborg welcomes an inclusion of those traces of hunting roads 
at Grønholt that are public roads (Map 0.3, 0.4), i.e. the straight parts of Grønholtvangen, which was the 
southern extension of the original road No. 1 in Gribskov. Grønholtvangen is interrupted by the later forest 
fence around Grønholt Vang, and the section within the forest is a public path called Ridestien. North of the 
forest, the road trace is again a public road named Grønholtvangen. In the Grønholt area, these public roads 
are the only elements included in the proposed nominated area.  

The other roads in the Grønholt area are private common roads, and the municipality will include both these 
and the nominated public roads as cultural values in the revised municipal plan (2017). This designation will 
already appear from an addition to the present municipal plan late in 2015.  The private common roads in the 
Grønholt area are Jagtvej, i.e., the medium part of the extension of the original Syvvej into Grønholt Vang, 
the remnants of Mosegaardsvej, and small bits of the former road No. 1 between Gribskov and 
Grønholtvangen. As illustrated by the case of Mosegaardsvej referred to in the Additional information from 
October 2014, a municipality cannot protect the trace of a private common road in the rural zone (see below, 
Addition to section 5.c, p. 47). This is true, even if the road be classified as a cultural value. Therefore, it is 
not proposed to include the private common roads in the Grønholt area in the nominated property. 

An inclusion in the nomination of the surrounding agricultural land is not proposed either. The forest is long 
since lost and cannot be restored as the landscape is now protected as a valuable open landscape in the 
municipal plan (Figure 1), and the village of Grønholt is protected as a cultural landscape with the character 
of a village in a large clearing surrounded by forest. This means that in the municipal plan of Fredensborg, 
the agricultural landscape at Grønholt is considered vulnerable to construction and other changes which may 
definitively alter its character, e.g. the planting of forest (Fredensborg Kommunalplan 2013).  
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Figure 1.Map of valuable landscapes in the municipality of Fredensborg (yellow). The Grønholt area is 
protected in the municipal plan as” LKO6. Grønholt ager- og skovland”, i.e. an open agricultural area 
surrounded by forest. It is designated as vulnerable to i.a., construction and afforestation. Fredensborg 
Kommune© 

 

The Danish Nature Agency welcomes an extension of the property in Gribskov to include the northernmost 
star point and ride at Værnsbjerg. This part of the system lies within the municipality of Gribskov, and the 
nomination is welcomed by the mayor, who due to shortage of time still awaits the official accept of the 
municipality council. The steering group also awaits the appointment of a representative from the Gribskov 
municipality. The included area and the buffer zone are state owned and protected in exactly the same way as 
the rest of the system within Gribskov. 
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In this regard, ICOMOS would be grateful if the State Party could provide its views as well as additional 
information on the options available for the protection of the historic rides outside the State owned land and 
particularly on the implications for their protection under the Museum Act. 

The public municipal roads are protected by the Act of Public Roads etc. (see abstract below, p. 47). 
According to this act, the municipality has the local authority where public municipal roads and public paths 
are concerned. No public municipal road may be closed down without the permission of the municipality, 
and all changes in the surroundings of the road, which may harm the trace of the road or the road stones, 
demand the permission of the municipality. Likewise, all changes in terrain closer than three metres from the 
road demand permission. The public paths are subject to the same legal administration as the public 
municipal roads, but they are reserved for walking, cycling and riding traffic. This means that when the 
municipalities of Fredensborg and Hillerød are expressing their will to preserve those parts of the hunting 
road system over which they have the authority, these road traces are protected.  

The private common roads are administered by the Act on Private Common Roads, according to which the 
municipalities have no authority in relation to the trajectories of private common roads in the rural zone, and 
private owners may even close down the roads, if they can agree to do so, cf. Additional information I, 
October 2014 p. 51f, and abstract below, p. 47). According to the Act of Public Roads etc., the municipality 
has the authority to change the legal status of a private common road into that of a public municipal road, 
thereby granting it protection as such. However, even though the municipality of Fredensborg has decided to 
classify the remaining traces of Mosegaardsvej, road no. 1, and Jagtvej as areas of cultural interest, and 
wishes to reestablish the lost parts of the trajectories wherever possible, negotiation with the private owners 
is needed to obtain this goal.  

The Museum Act may preserve “fixed relics of the past”. However, the par force hunting roads between 
Gribskov and Store Dyrehave are not relics of the past in the sense of this Act. They have not been preserved 
in their original state, but were preserved because they have been used and therefore maintained, cf. 
Nomination dossier p. 163. The trajectories of the roads are thus preserved, but the original surface is gone, 
and the roads or rides may have been widened, and sometimes even paved. Therefore, they are not “fixed 
relics of the past” in the legal sense of the Museum Act, and the act can only denounce the roads’ trajectories 
“objects of special attention”. 

With regard to the buffer zone, the ICOMOS World Heritage Panel noted that the 300m wide strip of land 
surrounding each component does not reflect the variety of situations in terms of visual relationships, 
setting, functional links and protection regimes, as mentioned above, and suggests that a reconsideration of 
the boundaries of the buffer zones would be desirable also to give consistency in terms of landscape 
management and functionality. 

The proposal to lay out buffer zones which reflects landscape management and functionality is welcomed, 
and the buffer zones have been reconsidered and revised with this in mind. The core message of the rationale 
behind the buffer zones (Nomination dossier p. 235) has been revised accordingly:  

“The buffer zone does as far as possible reflect the visual relationships, setting, functional links and 
protection regimes of the nominated property. Within the buffer zone, the values associated with the basis for 
selection for a UNESCO World Heritage Site should be respected.  
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In the buffer zone, access to as well as the prospect of and from par force hunting areas should be prioritised 
and preserved. 

New construction and landscaping in the buffer zone that differs substantially in height and volume from 
existing buildings may only take place if it can be established, by means of visualisations and a specific 
planning assessment that the prospect both of and from the forests as a World Heritage Site is not 
significantly impaired.”  

 

Figure 2 Where the forest outside a nominated area has been replaced by urban areas, the most important 
function of the buffer zone is to protect the prospect of the forest. Where all forest is gone, and only the 
hunting roads’ trajectories are preserved, buffer zones have no function. Habitation in Ny Hammersholt at 
the western edge of Store Dyrehave (this road is not a hunting road). Photo Ida M. Grundahl ©. 

The elements of Outstanding Universal Value in the nominated property are the spatial organisation of 
buildings, forests, hunting roads, emblematic markers, stone posts and stone fences, which all convey the 
ideas behind the design and function of the par force hunting landscape. In the original nomination, almost 
all these elements were contained within state forests protected by the Forest Act, and the forest protection 
line of 300 m, which offers protection against construction works etc., was therefore chosen as a convenient 
buffer zone.  

Here, traces of connecting hunting roads outside the state forests of Store Dyrehave and Gribskov have been 
included in the nominated property to preserve the geometric design of the par force hunting landscape. The 
road traces are either partly fossilised in the town of Hillerød, or, in the Grønholt area, transecting an 
agricultural landscape, which is now protected for its open character (Fredensborg Kommuneplan 2013). 
Where the forest, i.e. the matrix of the original par force hunting landscape, is almost or completely gone, the 
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integrity and authenticity of the landscape are also gone, and it is hard to perceive the original function of the 
roads in the landscape (Figure 2). Therefore, buffer zones around the roads connecting Store Dyrehave and 
Gribskov are not proposed. Parts of Grønholtvangen/Ridestien are, however, within the extended buffer zone 
of the nominated property, which is identical with the merged forest protection lines between the two forests.  

It might be added that, apart from considering afforestation a threat, the protection, which the municipal plan 
of Fredensborg offers the open agricultural landscape at Grønholt is the same as that of the buffer zone, i.e., 
the prospect from roads and paths should be preserved (§ 1 of the Planning Act) and no construction will be 
allowed, which may affect the values of the landscape (Fredensborg Kommuneplan 2013).  

 

Fiure 3 Lille Dyrehave in Frederiksborg Slotspark. Photo Agency of Castles and Cultural Properties©.  

For instance, the ICOMOS World Heritage Panel observed that other elements intimately linked functionally 
with the par force hunting landscape do survive, i.e. the Lille Dyrehave, the small deer park of the  
Fredericksborg Slot complex, which was associated to the Store Dyrehave and the Gribskov and was where 
the hunting parties took place, but they have not been included even in the buffer zone. 

The suggestion of including the park at Frederiksborg Slot with the preserved part of Lille Dyrehave in the 
buffer zone is welcomed (Map 0.4), and it might be added that the park  is protected in the municipal plan of 
Hillerød as a valuable landscape (Hillerød Kommunalplan 2013). As mentioned above, the buffer zone is 
extended east of Stenholtsvang and does now encompass the westernmost part of Grønholt Vang. 
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Another area that could be encompassed within the buffer zone is the Praestevang in Hillerød, which gives a 
taste of forest land before the King's Road enters the Store Dyrehave and the loss of which would be 
regrettable. 

The Danish Nature Agency welcomes and accepts this proposal, and it should be underpinned that 
Præstevangen as a forest is protected by the Danish Forest Act cf. Nomination dossier p. 237f.  Apart from 
being protected by the Forest Act, Præstevang has also been classified as an especially valuable landscape in 
the municipal plan of Hillerød (Hillerød Kommunalplan 2013). 

It would also be advisable to include in the buffer zone the valley along the southern boundary of the 
Jaegersborg Dyrehave, which represents a vital visual buffer between the park and the heavily built – up 
outskirts of Copenhagen. 

The proposal has been followed, and the buffer zone now follows the boundary of the state property (Danish 
Nature Agency) in the cadrastral map, which means that the forest of Ermelunden is included within the 
buffer zone.  

On the other hand, other elements that still survive today outside the nominated property cannot be 
recovered today but could be anyway included in presentation and interpretation programmes, so as to 
present a wider picture of the hunting landscape of North Zealand (i.e., the Jaegersborg Slot). 

The state party agrees that the par force hunting landscape cannot be understood, if the role of the former 
Jægersborg Slot is not made clear, and the municipality of Gentofte is represented in the steering committee, 
i.a. to secure future cooperation on presentation and interpretation programmes.  

A revised edition of chapter 1. Identification of property is provided below on p. 32. 

  

  



       
 

 10 
 

THE PAR FORCE HUNTING LANDSCAPE IN NORTH ZEALAND 

Criteria 
The ICOMOS World Heritage Panel noted that the State Party had not considered to nominate the property 
also on the basis of criterion (iv), however it appears relevant for the nominated property. Therefore, 
ICOMOS would be grateful if the State Party could provide further information useful to justify further this 
criterion. 
 
The State Party is grateful for the proposal, and an amended statement of outstanding universal value is 
presented below in the revised editions of Executive summary (p. 13) and 3.3. Proposed statement of 
outstanding universal value (p. 34). 

 

Figure 4. The peace of Westphalia 1648, which ended the Thirty Years’ War, stated that all states are 
sovereign. This weakened the Holy Roman Empire, and paved the way for the development of strong 
absolute rules in many European states. Gerard ter Borch (1648-70). Ratification of the Peace of Münster 
between Spain and the Dutch Republic in the town hall of Münster, 15 May 1648.  Rijksmuseum Amsterdam, 
here reproduced from Wikimedia. 
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Executive summary 
State Party 
Denmark 

State, province or region 
Region: North Zealand 

Name of property 
The par force hunting landscape in North Zealand 

Geographical coordinates to the nearest second 
Table 0.1. Geographical coordinates of the centres of the nine members of the nominated series 

ID number Name Coordinates of the central 
points 

01 Store Dyrehave N 55°54'49" 
E 12°21'28" 

02 Gribskov 
 

N 55°58'24" 
E 12°19'26" 

03 Jægersborg Dyrehave and 
Jægersborg Hegn 

N 55°48'13" 
E 12°34'03" 

04 Path N 55°55'38" 
E 12°20'24" 

05 Tolvkarlevej and Højager N 55°56'10" 
E 12°20'44" 

06 Kulsviervej and Byskellet N 55°56'27" 
E 12°21'19" 

07 Grønholtvangen south of Grønholt 
Vang 

N 55°56'58" 
E 12°22'03" 

08 Ridestien in Grønholt Vang N 55°57'28" 
E 12°22'16" 

09 Grønholtvangen north of Grønholt 
Vang 

N 55°57'46" 
E 12°22'21" 

Textual Description of the Boundaries of the Nominated Property 01 Store Dyrehave  
The boundary of the nominated property corresponds with the stone fence surrounding the forest. A buffer 
zone of 300 metres surrounds most of the property, but to the northeast, the buffer zone includes the forest of 
Præstevangen (Map 0.3). 02 Gribskov 
The boundary of the nominated property corresponds with the border between Gribskov and Hillerød 
municipalities from Esrum Sø to Gillelejevej. Here it turns north and follows Gillelejevej to turn west at 
Kalvehavehus and follow Kalvehavevej westwards to the railway. Here it turns southwest and follows the 
railway to Fuglesangsvej, turns right at Hærvejen and follows Hærvejen to the path connecting Hærvejen 
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with Fuglesangsvej. Here it returns to Fuglesangsvej, which it follows to the village of Kagerup, where it 
turns south along Helsingevej, passing the village of Gadevang, and then turns east. From here, it follows 
Odderdamsvej and Fredensborgvej in a southerly direction, before heading northeast along the forest’s edge. 
It then turns north along Stenholtvej and passes west and north of Nødebo before following the bank of 
Esrum Sø to the north. A buffer zone of 300 m surrounds most of the property, however, at Frederiksborg 
Slot, the buffer zone widens to encompass the castle’s park down to the lake, and in the southeastern corner 
of Stenholtsvang it widens to encompass the western corner of Grønholt Vang with the northeastern end of 
the troad trace Grønholtvangen/Jagtvej/Byskellet, the extension of the former Syvvej in Store Dyrehave 
(Map 0.4). 03 Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn  
The boundary of the nominated property follows the forests’ fences. A buffer zone of 300 m surrounds most 
of the nominated property, but to the south, the buffer zone follows the boarder of the state´s (Danish Nature 
Agency’s) property in the cadastral map, including i.a. the forest of Ermelunden (Map 0.5). 04 Public path. (Remnant of Ottevej north of Store Dyrehave)  
From Overdrevsvej to the pond at Skovstien. Three metres broad, 194 m long trace within the buffer zone of 
Store Dyrehave (Map 0.6). 05 Tolvkarlevej-Højager. (Remnant of the par force hunting road connecting Femvejskorset, Seksvejskorset and Syvvejskorset in Store Dyrehave to Fredensborgvej) 
From Kongens Vænge to the point where the straight trace of Højager bends west. Three metres broad, 946 
m long trace without a buffer zone (Map 0.7).  06 Byskellet-Kulsviervej (Remnant of Syvvej east of Store Dyrehave and the par force hunting road connecting Syvvej with Ottevejskorset, syvvejskorset and seksvejskorset in Gribskov) 
Three metres broad, 2,678 m long trace following the road Byskellet (763 m) from Grønholtvej to 
Kulsviervej, and the road Kulsviervej (1,195 m) from Byskellet to Jespervej. Without a buffer zone except 
where the traces lie within the buffer zone of Store Dyrehave (Map 0.8). 07 Grønholtvangen south of Grønholt Vang (Remnant of Syvvej east of Store Dyrehave and the par force hunting road connecting Syvvej with etvejskorset, Stjernen and Femvejskorset in Gribskov) 
Three metre broad, 1,251 m long trace following the public road of Grønholtvangen from Grønholtvej to 
Grønholt Station (Map 0.8).  08 Ridestien in Grønholt Vang (Remnant of Syvvej east of Store Dyrehave) 
Three metre broad, 775 m long trace from the southern to the northern forest fence of Grønholt Vang within 
the buffer zone of Gribskov (Map 0.8). 09 Grønholtvangen north of Grønholt Vang (Remnant of the extension of Syvvej from Store Dyrehave) 
Three metre broad, 220 m long trace following the public road of Grønholtvangen from the northern forest 
fence of Grønholt Vang to Hillerødvej. Without a buffer zone, but within the forest protection line (Map 0.8). 
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Maps of the nominated property showing, location, boundaries and buffer zone  
 

 

Map 0.0. Location of the state of Denmark in Europe 
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Map 0.1 The location of the nominated property in Denmark. 
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Map 0.2 Location of the nominated property in North Zealand 
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Map 0.3 The nominated property of Store Dyrehave 
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Map 0.4. The nominated property of Gribskov and the road traces between Gribskov and Store Dyrehave 



       
 

 19 
 

THE PAR FORCE HUNTING LANDSCAPE IN NORTH ZEALAND 

 

Map 0.5. The nominated property of Jægersborg Dyrehave and  Jægersborg Hegn 
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Map 0.6. The nominated public path between Overdrevsvejen and the pond at Skovstien. Detail illustrating 
the principle of the nomination of the road traces. The trajectories are all defined as an area of 1.5 m 
surrounding a blue line indicating the direction of the original ride. This means that a 3 metre wide trace 
should always be preserved here. The path is within the buffer zone of Store Dyrehave cf. Map 0.3 and 0.4, 
but for clarity, the buffer zone had to be omitted here. 
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Map 0.7. The nominated trace of Tolvkarlevej-Højager running north from Kongens Vænge. At this solution, 
the 3 m broad trajectory cannot be seen, but it is drawn in exactly the same way as in Map 0.6. The 
surroundings of the road are turned into a city, and a buffer zone is not proposed. 
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Map 0.8. The nominated trajectories between Store Dyrehave and Gribskov. Note that Kulsviervej-Byskellet 
make up one single unit, while Grønholtvangen-Ridestien-Grønholtvangen are three separate units.The red 
border lines are thick, for in reality they are double, and with a blue line between, indicating the areas of the 
trajectories. The roads’ surroundings have changed and buffer zones are not proposed for the trajectories. 
For clarity the bufferzone is not indicated, please see Map 0.3 and 0.4. 



       
 

 23 
 

THE PAR FORCE HUNTING LANDSCAPE IN NORTH ZEALAND 

Criteria under which property is nominated 
 

 

Figure 1. Kongestjernen (‘The King’s Star’) in Store Dyrehave consists of eight numbered roads in the shape 
of a star. The star is framed on all sides by a square outline of roads. Danish Museum of Hunting and 
Forestry© 

ii; The par force hunting landscape in  North Zealand  is an outstanding example of the  interchange of 
Baroque values in Europe on developments in landscape design in the 17-18th centuries. The spatial 
organisation of buildings, forests, hunting roads, emblematic markers, stone posts and fences exemplifies a 
common European development and peaks with the introduction of Cartesian geometry to optimise the 
function of the landscape and make it emblematic of an absolute monarch, his reason and power to control 
nature. The design stands apart from similar contemporary designs by combining star-shaped roads with 
roads forming squares, and by giving the roads numerical names.  

iv; The late 17th century par force hunting landscape in North Zealand is an outstanding example of a cultural 
landscape of power. It illustrates a significant stage in European history, when absolute rules were 
established, absolute rulers perceived as centres of everything in society, and absolute power expressed in i.a. 
hunting and landscape design. With its hunting roads forming a coordinate system centering upon the king’s 
star, the par force hunting landscape in North Zealand elegantly illustrates this. The varying spatial 
organisation of buildings, forests, roads, and material elements in the nominated series also illustrates an 
emblematic development in Baroque design. 
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Draft statement of outstanding universal value Brief synthesis 
The par force hunting landscape in North Zealand is represented by a series comprising the former royal 
hunting forests of Store Dyrehave and Gribskov, traces of connecting roads between them, and the former 
royal hunting park of Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn (Map 0.2). 

The entire royal forest landscape covers an area of c. 9,700 ha, with a number of royal castles. The 
nominated series covers an area of  c. 4,761.64 ha and was selected because it encompasses a wholeness of 
attributes (spatial organisation of forests, fences, roads, stones, road names and buildings), which 
comprehensively conveys an understanding of the development of the Baroque par force hunting landscape 
as an emblematic and practical spatial entity. 

The par force hunting landscape was founded in 1670. Around 1685 Cartesian geometry was employed to 
optimise its function during the hunt, and make it emblematic of an absolute European monarch, his role in 
society, and his reason and power to control nature.   

Designed and created intentionally by man, the par force hunting landscape is an outstanding example of a 
cultural landscape of the Baroque era, an important stage in European history, characterised by Cartesian 
philosophy and absolute rule. It is also an outstanding example of the impact of interchange of values in 
Europe on developments in landscape design in the Baroque period.  

The Outstanding Universal Value of the landscape lies in the spatial organisation of the hunting forests, 
hunting roads, buildings, emblematic markers, numbered stone posts, stone fences, and numerical road 
names conveying an understanding of the practical application of the design as a means of orientation.  

The spatial plan centres on nature, rather than on the former residential castle of Frederiksborg Slot, and the 
inclusion of Jægersborg Dyrehave with Eremitageslottet in the series exemplifies the development in spatial 
relationship between the royal buildings and the landscape. 
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Figure 2. The par force hunting landscape, northern part. Shaded parts indicate the forests in the nominated 
property. The road traces between them are left with their original colour for clarity. In reality, the Gribskov 
area reaches the bank of lake Esrum Sø. The inaccuracy is due to the lack of georeference and stability in 
the old map. Map of North Zealand c.1685. Danish National Archives© 
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. 

 

Figure 3. The par force hunting landscape, southern part. Shaded part indicates the nominated area. Map of 
North Zealand c.1685. Danish National Archives© 
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Justification for criteria 
ii; The par force hunting landscape in  North Zealand  is an outstanding example of how the interchange of  
Baroque values in Europe influenced developments in landscape design in the 17-18th centuries. The series 
illustrates a development in design that evolved alongside the landscape’s function during par force hunts 
and in terms of its increasing symbolic significance. In the early phase, the hunt was practised as an English 
free chase, which symbolised power, but demanded little of the landscape’s design (Jægersborg Dyrehave). 
During the climax phase, the hunt was practised emblematically by formalised French standards and required 
the lay-out of hunting roads, rendez-vous’ and relais’ (Store Dyrehave/Gribskov). The late phase is 
characterised by Baroque design amendments (Jægersborg Dyrehave). The development peaked in the 
1680s, when Cartesian geometry was applied to optimise the function of the landscape and make it 
emblematic of the absolute monarch, his God given reason and power to control nature. The numbering of 
the star roads was apparently inspired by Saxony. The numbering and the use of Cartesian geometry 
distinguish this emblematic design from all comparable contemporary designs. The spatial organisation of 
buildings, forests, hunting roads, emblematic markers, stone posts and stone fences convey the ideas behind 
the design.  
 

 
Figure  4. Apparently inspired by Saxony, numbers replaced names in the road system, reflecting the 
geometrical design. Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry© 

iv; As a landscape of power created by an absolute monarch in the late 17th century, the par force hunting 
landscape in North Zealand is an outstanding example of a cultural landscape which illustrates a significant 
stage in European history. Following the Peace of Westphalia (1648), strong, absolute rules were established 
all over Europe, and the Baroque flourished. Descartes’ philosophy based on reason prevailed and analytical 
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geometry was a means of implementing reason and order. Absolute rulers were perceived as the God given 
centres on which all matters found their bearings in the earthly coordinate system. Inspired by Louis XIV, 
European absolute rulers expressed their power in court ceremonies, hunting, arts, architecture, garden and 
landscape design. With its hunting roads designed as a veritable coordinate system in the forests, and 
centering upon Kongestenen in the king’s star, the par force hunting landscape in North Zealand illustrates 
this absolute social order with outstanding clarity. The emblematic development in design, from the early 
stage (Jægerborg Dyrehave), through the orderly planned one  (Store Dyrehave/Gribskov) to the late stage 
(Eremitageslottet) is illustrated by the different landscapes in the nominated series, their spatial organisation 
of buildings, forests, hunting roads, emblematic markers, stone posts and stone fences. 

 

Figure 5. The distinct browsing line allows for a magnificent view of the flat forest landscape in Jægersborg 
Dyrehave. Ida M. Grundahl© 

Statement of Integrity 
The series of the two hunting forests Store Dyrehave and Gribskov, the six partially preserved road traces 
between them, and the hunting park of Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn exhibits all attributes 
necessary to express the Outstanding Universal Value of the par force hunting landscape in North Zealand: 
Together the preserved forest cover, the hunting roads and their mutual situation, the numbered stones, the 
numerical names, the fences and the emblematic markers give a clear understanding of a spatial plan that 
focused on nature and developed in line with changes in the practical and emblematic demands of the 
absolute monarch. The attribute of the early phase is the open road system in Jægersborg Dyrehave and 
Jægersborg Hegn. The attributes of the climax phase are the square outline of Store Dyrehave marked by the 
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preserved fence, the geometrical design of the hunting road system here and into Gribskov, the numbered 
stones, the numerical names, and the emblematic marker of Kongestenen. The attribute of the late phase is 
the situation of Eremitageslottet centrally in Jægersborg Dyrehave.  The series is of adequate size to ensure 
the complete representation of all the crucial attributes of Outstanding Universal Value, none of which 
suffers from adverse effects of development and/or neglect. 
 

 

Figure 6. Kongestenen with the king’s name, the closed absolute crown and a compass rose is situated on a 
carefully selected hilltop in Store Dyrehave. The hunting roads are marked by numbered stone posts. Photo 
Ida M. Grundahl© 

Statement of authenticity 
The history of North Zealand as a royal estate, later to become state-owned, is thoroughly documented, and 
the sources are of high credibility, in accordance with the Nara Document on Authenticity. An analysis of 
historical maps confirms that the forest cover and the road systems realised according to the original spatial 
plan are authentic. In Store Dyrehave most secondary rides have disappeared, as have forest and parts of the 
roads connecting Gribskov and Store Dyrehave. All original road dams and the stone fence around Store 
Dyrehave are authentic, while wooden bridges and fences have been replaced several times. The perfect 
match between the road names and the stone posts in Store Dyrehave indicates that the stone posts and their 
situation are authentic. The king’s monogram, crown and initials document the authenticity of Kongestenen, 
but the mound, it was placed on, has been disturbed. In Jægersborg Dyrehave, Eremitageslottet was added as 
an emblematic marker late in the development. The series constitutes a wholeness of authentic elements, 
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which together give a clear sense of the spatial development of the par force hunting landscape. Its size is 
large enough to ensure a satisfactory representation, and none of the constituent elements are subject to 
adverse effects due to development and/or neglect. 

 

 Figure 7. Par force hunting road crossing a swamp in Jægersborg Dyrehave via a preserved dam. Photo 
Ida M. Grundahl© 

Requirements for protection and management 
The nominated property is almost entirely state- or municipality-owned and protected by a framework of 
national acts and enactments, regional plans and agreements, and municipal and local plans. Almost all 
activities are determined by the Budget.  

Responsibility for the forest management rests with the Nature Agency. Fifteen-year management plans also 
stipulate how this protected cultural heritage should be managed.  

The Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties manages Eremitageslottet and operates 10-year plans. 

The municipalities have 4-year municipal plans providing frameworks for local plans and guidelines to 
protect cultural heritage, which also protects the included road traces in private ownership.  

As the public’s awareness of the area’s cultural heritage, and their desire to return to it time and again, are 
vital to the successful long-term protection of the par force hunting landscape of North Zealand, the 
nominated property is well equipped with public facilities, and the dissemination of knowledge is 
coordinated by a steering committee representing state agencies, municipalities, and museums. 
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Name and contact information of official local institution/agency 
 
Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry 
Folehavevej 15-17 
DK-2970 Hørsholm 
Denmark 
 
Phone + 45 45 86 05 72 

Email-address museum@jagtskov.dk 

www.jagtskov.dk 

Contact person; Director, Ph.D. Jette Baagøe 

 Appendix 
Appendix I: Map of the nominated property, scale c. 1:30,000 
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1. Identification of property 
1.a Country 
Denmark 

1.b Region 
North Zealand 

1.c Name of Property 
The par force hunting landscape in North Zealand 

1.d Geographical Coordinates to the nearest Second 
The coordinates are provided as latitude and longitude coordinates to the nearest second.  

Table 1.1. Identification and areas of the members of the nominated series and their buffer zones 
 
ID number Name Coordinates of 

the central 
points 

Area of 
nominated 
component of 
the property 
(ha) 

Area of 
the buffer 
zone (ha) 

Map number 

01 Store Dyrehave N 55°54'49" 
E 12°21'28" 

1,073.4   498.0 1.1 

02 Gribskov 
 

N 55°58'24" 
E 12°19'26" 

2,195.7   860.6 1.2 

03 Jægersborg 
Dyrehave and 
Jægersborg Hegn 

N 55°48'13" 
E 12°34'03" 

1,490.7   555.7 1.3 

04 Path N 55°55'38" 
E 12°20'24" 

0.06        - 1.4 

05 Tolvkarlevej and 
Højager 

N 55°56'10" 
E 12°20'44" 

0.29        - 1.5 

06 Kulsviervej and 
Byskellet 

N 55°56'27" 
E 12°21'19" 

0.81        - 1.6 

07 Grønholtvangen 
south of Grønholt 
Vang 

N 55°56'58" 
E 12°22'03" 

0.38        - 1.6 

08 Ridestien in 
Grønholt Vang 

N 55°57'28" 
E 12°22'16" 

0.23        - 1.6 

09 Grønholtvangen 
north of Grønholt 
Vang 

N 55°57'46" 
E 12°22'21" 

0.07        - 1.6 

1.e Maps Showing the Boundaries of the Nominated Property and Buffer Zone 
See Appendix I attached showing map of the entire nominated property at the largest available scale, 
c.1:30.000. 
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 Map 1.1 The nominated property of Store Dyrehave and the traces of parallel roads connecting it to 
Gribskov (here only seen as red lines.For details see Maps 1.4 – 1.6)  
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 Map 1.2. The nominated property of Gribskov and the road traces connecting it to Store Dyrehave. The 
names of the long parallel roads appear in Map 1.1. 
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Map 1.3 The nominated property of Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn 
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Map 1.4 The nominated public path between Overdrevsvejen and the pond at Skovstien. Detail illustrating 
the principle of the nomination of the road traces. The trajectories are all defined as an area of 1.5 m 
surrounding a blue line indicating the direction of the original ride. This means that a 3 metre wide trace 
should always be preserved here. 
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Map 1.5. The nominated trace of Tolvkarlevej-Højager running north from Kongens Vænge. At this solution, 
the 3 m broad trajectory cannot be seen, but it is drawn in exactly the same way as in Map 1.4.  
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Map 1.6 The nominated trajectories between Store Dyrehave and Gribskov. Note that Kulsviervej-Byskellet 
make up one single unit, while Grønholtvangen-Ridestien-Grønholtvangen are three separate units.The red 
border lines are thick, because in reality they are double, and with a blue line between, indicating the areas 
of the trajectories.  
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1.f Area of Nominated Property and Buffer Zone 
Table 1.2. Area of the nominated property and the buffer zone, total and for individual members of the 
series. 

Name Coordinates of 
the central 
points 

Area of 
nominated 
component of 
the property 
(ha) 

Area of the 
buffer 
zone (ha) 

Total area 

Store Dyrehave N 55°54'49" 
E 12°21'28" 

1,073.4   498.0 1,571.4 

Gribskov 
 

N 55°58'24" 
E 12°19'26" 

2,195.7   860.6 3,056.3 

Jægersborg 
Dyrehave and 
Jægersborg Hegn 

N 55°48'13" 
E 12°34'03" 

1,490.7   555.7 2,046.4 

Path N 55°55'38" 
E 12°20'24" 

0.06        - 0.06 

Tolvkarlevej and 
Højager 

N 55°56'10" 
E 12°20'44" 

0.29        - 0.29 

Kulsviervej and 
Byskellet 

N 55°56'27" 
E 12°21'19" 

0.81        - 0.81 

Grønholtvangen 
south of Grønholt 
Vang 

N 55°56'58" 
E 12°22'03" 

0.38        - 0.38 

Ridestien in 
Grønholt Vang 

N 55°57'28" 
E 12°22'16" 

0.23        -* 0.23 

Grønholtvangen 
north of Grønholt 
Vang 

N 55°57'46" 
E 12°22'21" 

0.07        - 0.07 

Total  4,761.64 1,914.3 6,675.94 

*The area is included in that of Gribskov 
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3. Justification for Inscription 
3.3. Proposed statement of outstanding universal value 

a. Brief synthesis 
The par force hunting landscape in North Zealand is represented by a series comprising the former royal 
hunting forests of Store Dyrehave and Gribskov, traces of connecting roads between them, and the former 
royal hunting park of Jægersborg Dyrehave and Jægersborg Hegn (Map 0.2). 

The entire royal forest landscape covers an area of c. 9,700 ha, with a number of royal castles. The 
nominated series covers an area of  c. 4,761.64 ha and was selected because it encompasses a wholeness of 
attributes (spatial organisation of forests, fences, roads, stones, road names and buildings), which 
comprehensively conveys an understanding of the development of the Baroque hunting landscape as an 
emblematic and practical spatial entity. 

The par force hunting landscape was founded in 1670. Around 1685 Cartesian geometry was employed to 
optimise its function during the hunt, and make it emblematic per se of an absolute European monarch, his 
role in society, and his reason and power to control nature.   

Designed and created intentionally by man, the par force hunting landscape is an outstanding example of a 
cultural landscape of the Baroque era, an important stage in European history, characterised by Cartesian 
philosophy and absolute rule. It is also an outstanding example of the impact of interchange of values in 
Europe on developments in landscape design in the Baroque period.  

The Outstanding Universal Value of the landscape lies in the spatial organisation of the hunting forests, 
hunting roads, buildings, emblematic markers, numbered stone posts, stone fences, and numerical road 
names conveying an understanding of the practical application of the design as a means of orientation.  

The spatial plan centres on nature, rather than on the former residential castle of Frederiksborg Slot, and the 
inclusion of Jægersborg Dyrehave with Eremitageslottet in the series exemplifies the development in spatial 
relationship between the royal buildings and the landscape. 
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Figure 142. The par force hunting landscape, northern part. Shaded parts indicate the forests in the 
nominated property. The road traces between them are left with their original colour for clarity. In reality, 
the Gribskov area reaches the bank of lake Esrum Sø. The inaccuracy is due to the lack of georeference and 
stability in the old map. Map of North Zealand c.1685. Danish National Archives© 
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Figure 143. The par force hunting landscape, southern part. Shaded part indicates the nominated area. Map 
of North Zealand c.1685. Danish National Archives© 
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b. Justification for criteria 
ii; The par force hunting landscape in  North Zealand  is an outstanding example of how the interchange of  
Baroque values in Europe influenced developments in landscape design in the 17-18th centuries. The series 
illustrates a development in design that evolved alongside the landscape’s function during par force hunts 
and in terms of its increasing symbolic significance. In the early phase, the hunt was practised as an English 
free chase, which symbolised power, but demanded little of the landscape’s design (Jægersborg Dyrehave). 
During the climax phase, the hunt was practised emblematically by formalised French standards and required 
the lay-out of hunting roads, rendez-vous’ and relais’ (Store Dyrehave/Gribskov). The late phase is 
characterised by Baroque design amendments (Jægersborg Dyrehave). The development peaked in the 
1680s, when Cartesian geometry was applied to optimise the function of the landscape and make it 
emblematic of the absolute monarch, his God given reason and power to control nature. The numbering of 
the star roads was apparently inspired by Saxony. The numbering and the use of Cartesian geometry 
distinguish this emblematic design from all comparable contemporary designs. The spatial organisation of 
buildings, forests, hunting roads, emblematic markers, stone posts and stone fences convey the ideas behind 
the design.  
 

 
 
Figure  144. Apparently inspired by Saxony, numbers replaced names in the road system, reflecting the 
geometrical design. Danish Museum of Hunting and Forestry© 

iv; As a landscape of power created by an absolute monarch in the late 17th century, the par force hunting 
landscape in North Zealand is an outstanding example of a cultural landscape which illustrates a significant 
stage in European history. Following the Peace of Westphalia (1648), strong, absolute rules were established 
all over Europe, and the Baroque flourished. Descartes’ philosophy based on reason prevailed and analytical 
geometry was a means of implementing reason and order. Absolute rulers were perceived as the God given 
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centres on which all matters found their bearings in the earthly coordinate system. Inspired by Louis XIV, 
European absolute rulers expressed their power in court ceremonies, hunting, arts, architecture, garden and 
landscape design. With its hunting roads designed as a veritable coordinate system in the forests, and 
centering upon Kongestenen in the king’s star, the par force hunting landscape in North Zealand illustrates 
this absolute social order with outstanding clarity. The emblematic development in design, from the early 
stage (Jægerborg Dyrehave), through the orderly planned one  (Store Dyrehave/Gribskov) to the late stage 
(Eremitageslottet) is illustrated by the different landscapes in the nominated series, their spatial organisation 
of buildings, forests, hunting roads, emblematic markers, stone posts and stone fences. 

 

Figure 145. The distinct browsing line allows for a magnificent view of the flat forest landscape in 
Jægersborg Dyrehave. Ida M. Grundahl© 

c. Statement of Integrity 
The series of the two hunting forests Store Dyrehave and Gribskov, the six partially preserved road traces 
between them, and the hunting park of Jægersborg Dyrehave/Jægersborg Hegn exhibits all attributes 
necessary to express the Outstanding Universal Value of the par force hunting landscape in North Zealand: 
Together the preserved forest cover, the hunting roads and their mutual situation, the numbered stones, the 
numerical names, the fences and the emblematic markers give a clear understanding of a spatial plan that 
focused on nature and developed in line with changes in the practical and emblematic demands of the 
absolute monarch. The attribute of the early phase is the open road system in Jægersborg 
Dyrehave/Jægersborg Hegn. The attributes of the climax phase are the square outline of Store Dyrehave 
marked by the preserved fence, the geometrical design of the hunting road system here and into Gribskov, 
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the numbered stones, the numerical names, and the emblematic marker of Kongestenen. The attribute of the 
late phase is the situation of Eremitageslottet centrally in Jægersborg Dyrehave.  The series is of adequate 
size to ensure the complete representation of all the crucial attributes of Outstanding Universal Value, none 
of which suffers from adverse effects of development and/or neglect. 
 

 
 
Figure 146. Kongestenen with the king´s name, the closed absolute crown, and a compass rose, is situated 
on a carefully selected hilltop in Store Dyrehave. The hunting roads are marked with numbered stone posts. 
Photo Ida M. Grundahl© 

d. Statement of authenticity 
The history of North Zealand as a royal estate, later to become state-owned, is thoroughly documented, and 
the sources are of high credibility, in accordance with the Nara Document on Authenticity. An analysis of 
historical maps confirms that the forest cover and the road systems realised according to the original spatial 
plan are authentic. In Store Dyrehave most secondary rides have disappeared, as have forest and parts of the 
roads connecting Gribskov and Store Dyrehave. All original road dams and the stone fence around Store 
Dyrehave are authentic, while wooden bridges and fences have been replaced several times. The perfect 
match between the road names and the stone posts in Store Dyrehave indicates that the stone posts and their 
situation are authentic. The king’s monogram, crown and initials document the authenticity of Kongestenen, 
but the mound, it was placed on, has been disturbed. In Jægersborg Dyrehave, Eremitageslottet was added as 
an emblematic marker late in the development. The series constitutes a wholeness of authentic elements, 
which together give a clear sense of the spatial development of the par force hunting landscape. Its size is 
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large enough to ensure a satisfactory representation, and none of the constituent elements are subject to 
adverse effects due to development and/or neglect. 

 

Figure 147. Ha la li in the water. Possibly at the river Mølleåen. Gouache by J.J. Bruun, c. 1750. Private 
property. Photo Anders Hoby© 

e. Requirements for protection and management 
The nominated property is almost entirely state- or municipality-owned and protected by a framework of 
national acts and enactments, regional plans and agreements, and municipal and local plans. Almost all 
activities are determined by the Budget.  

Responsibility for the forest management rests with the Nature Agency. Fifteen-year management plans also 
stipulate how this protected cultural heritage should be managed.  

The Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties manages Eremitageslottet and operates 10-year plans. 

The municipalities have 4-year municipal plans providing frameworks for local plans and guidelines to 
protect cultural heritage, which also protects the included road traces in private ownership.  

As the public’s awareness of the area’s cultural heritage, and their desire to return to it time and again, are 
vital to the successful long-term protection of the par force hunting landscape of North Zealand, the 
nominated property is well equipped with public facilities, and the dissemination of knowledge is 
coordinated by a steering committee representing state agencies, municipalities, and museums. 
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5. Protection and management 
Addition to 5.c. Means of implementing protective measures 
  

The Danish Act of  Public  Roads etc.  
consolidating the law of  public roads ect. (LBK no. 1520 of 27/12/2014)   

The aim of this act is to ensure a functional network of public roads for the sake of safe mobility, public 
economy and development all over the country, and to provide good connections between home, school, 
work place, cultural institutions, leisure activities etc. (§ 1). 

The act distinguishes between state, municipal and private roads (§ 2). The minister of transportation is the 
authority for state roads, the administration of which is placed with the Danish Road Directorate (§ 6). 
Construction of a new state road, or classification of a road as state road, is decided by law, but must first be 
negotiated with the relevant municipality (§ 12). 

The municipality is the authority for municipal roads (§ 7) and responsible for their management (§ 8). The 
authority to classify private roads as municipal or vice versa lies with the municipality (§ 15).  If the 
municipality declassifies a municipal road, it must decide the future status of the road as e.g. a private 
common road (§ 124). 

To secure a stable development of the road network, road planning is required and supervised by the state 
(Chapter 3). 

All changes including the digging up of a municipal road demand the permission of the municipality (§ 73).   

The Act of Private Common Roads 
consolidating the law of  private common roads (LBK no. 1537 of 21/12/2010)   

The aim of this act is to ensure that private common roads are managed according to their traffic and that 
private owners do not dispose against public planning, especially in urban areas. The municipal council holds 
authority of the private common roads and private common paths (§ 1). 

The act distinguishes between rules of rural (Section II) and those of urban (Section III) areas (§ 3 and 4). 

In rural areas (Section II), the authority of the municipality is restricted, and common private roads may be 
closed down without permission, if the owners agree upon it (§ 12). Changing the trace of a private common 
road demands the permission of the municipality (§ 12 stk. 2), except when the road is only used for the 
owners’ enterprises (§ 11 stk. 3, 1).  

The Act of Private Common Roads is mainly concerned with questions of dividing obligations for the 
management and rights of use among the owners, and the owners and the municipality (or the state). 
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