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Joseon Dynasty Lineage 

Glossary

Notes

The Korean names of the Joseon Royal Tombs follow the official romanization

system. Royal Tomb’ in English, or ‘ ’ in Chinese character, is written as

‘neung’, ‘-leung’, or ‘-reung’ in the tomb’s name, according to the pronunciation

of the preceding syllable.

The Korean administrative districts -do, -si, and -gun mean province, city, and

county respectively. Other administrative districts include -dong, -myeon, -eup,

and -ri.

Some Korean family names can be romanized into various versions: the Korean

family name, ( ) into Gim or Kim, and ( ) into Yi, Lee, or Rii.

1.

2.

3.



Executive Summary

0



Executive Summary

0



7

■State Party

Republic of Korea

Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty

■State, Province or Region

■Name of Property

■Geographical Coordinates

Seoul Metropolitan city, Gyeonggi-do and Gangwon-do 

■Textual Description of the Boundaries of the Nominated Property

Forty Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty (1392-1910) are serial nominated

for inscription. The Joseon Royal Tombs, some single mounds and others

forming tomb clusters, are geographically scattered among 18 different sites,

all registered for protection under the Cultural Heritage Protection Act of

the Republic of Korea. The royal burial grounds are surrounded by buffer

zones, with marking boundaries at a distance of 100-500 meters from core

areas, depending on the topographical feature of each site. The buffer zones

ensure prevention and management of possible damage to landscape around

the heritage sites. 

01. Geonwolleung(건원릉, 健元陵)

02. Jeongneung(정릉, 貞陵)

03. Heolleung(헌릉, 獻陵)

04. Yeongneung( 릉, 英陵)

05. Hyeolleung(현릉, 顯陵)

06. Jangneung(장릉, 莊陵)

07. Sareung(사릉, 思陵)

08. Gwangneung(광릉, 光陵)

09. Changneung(창릉, 昌陵)

10. Gongneung(공릉, 恭陵)

11. Seolleung(선릉, 宣陵)

12. Sulleung(순릉, 順陵)

13. Jeongneung(정릉, 靖陵)

14. Olleung(온릉, 溫陵)

15. Huireung(희릉, 禧陵)

16. Taereung(태릉, 泰陵)

17. Hyoreung(효릉, 孝陵)

18. Gangneung(강릉, 康陵)

19. Mongneung(목릉, 穆陵)

20. Jangneung(장릉, 長陵)

N 37°37′30”  E 127°07′52”

N 37°36′08”  E 127°00′20”

N 37°27′57”  E 127°04′58”

N 37°18′27”  E 127°36′10”

N 37°37′20”  E 127°07′54”

N 37°11′50”  E 128°27′10”

N 37°38′24”  E 127°12′35”

N 37°45′11”  E 127°10′35”

N 37°38′08”  E 126°53′40”

N 37°44′43”  E 126°49′49”

N 37°30′31”  E 127°02′44”

N 37°44′36”  E 126°50′10”

N 37°30′21”  E 127°03′06”

N 37°43′12”  E 126°57′03”

N 37°39′48”  E 126°52′12”

N 37°38′05”  E 127°05′49”

N 37°39′51”  E 126°51′50”

N 37°38′22”  E 127°06′18”

N 37°37′33”  E 127°07′58”

N 37°46′24”  E 126°42′29”

N 37°37′21”  E 127°07′42”

N 37°18′49”  E 127°36′31”

N 37°36′56”  E 127°07′37”

N 37°37′31”  E 126°54′03”

N 37°37′48”  E 126°54′01”

N 37°36′12”  E 127°03′24”

N 37°37′00”  E 127°07′48”

N 37°37′13”  E 127°07′47”

N 37°37′58”  E 126°53′37”

N 37°12′50”  E 126°59′16”

N 37°27′57”  E 127°04′50”

N 37°37′05”  E 127°07′37”

N 37°39′55”  E 126°52′06”

N 37°37′51”  E 127°12′44”

N 37°37′49”  E 127°12′32”

N 37°37′47”  E 126°53′36”

N 37°36′47”  E 126°42′39”

N 37°12′42”  E 126°59′38”

N 37°44′33”  E 126°49′59”

N 37°37′13”  E 127°07′57”

21. Hwireung(휘릉, 徽陵)

22. Yeongneung( 릉, 寧陵)

23. Sungneung(숭릉, 崇陵)

24. Myeongneung(명릉, 明陵)

25. Ingneung(익릉, 翼陵)

26. Uireung(의릉, 懿陵)

27. Hyereung(혜릉, 惠陵)

28. Wolleung(원릉, 元陵)

29. Hongneung(강릉, 弘陵)

30. Geolleung(건릉, 健陵)

31. Illeung(인릉, 仁陵)

32. Gyeongneung(경릉, 景陵)

33. Yereung(예릉, 睿陵)

34. Hongneung(홍릉, 洪陵)

35. Yureung(유릉, 裕陵)

36. Gyeongneung(경릉, 敬陵)

37. Jangneung(장릉, 章陵)

38. Yungneung(융릉, 隆陵)

39. Yeongneung( 릉, 永陵)

40. Sureung(수릉, 綏陵)
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See the attached map

■Map of the Nominated Property, Showing Boundaries and Buffer Zone

■Justification Statement of Outstanding Universal Value

The Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty have prominent value as both

tangible and intangible symbols of cultural heritage for the following

reasons: 

First, the royal tombs convey the Korean monarchy’s unique view of the

world and philosophy while sharing the common values nurtured through

Confucianism. Like most nations, Korea carefully preserved its royal burial

sites throughout the history, thus enabling future generations to appreciate

their outstanding historical and cultural value. 

Second, the tombs of the Joseon kings and their consorts were made

throughout a dynasty that lasted more than five centuries. All of the royal

burial sites have been impeccably preserved at their original sites, hence

their even greater significance. 

Third, the Joseon Royal Tombs reflect how pungsu (풍수, 風水, fengshui in

Chinese), the principle of geomancy, was applied in their site selection. As a

result, the Royal Tombs are discreetly scattered around the capital area.

They also exhibit a thoughtful attempt to blend into the surrounding

topography by minimizing the installation of structures, using space to

highlight the royal burial mounds and demonstrating artistic creativity

shown through architectural structures and stone objects.

Fourth, the historical and cultural value of the tombs of the Joseon kings

and their consorts is further enhanced by the outstanding tradition of royal

ancestral rites that have been performed on the royal graveyards for more

than six centuries to the present time. The pious rites are held every year on

the death anniversaries of the kings and queens and on the specific days.

More significantly, not only royal offspring but a majority of ordinary
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■Criteria under which property is nominated

(ii) Stylistic Development of Royal Tombs under Confucianism and

East Asian Philosophies

Development of the Joseon Royal Tombs, from site selection to spatial

composition and arrangement of structures was strongly influenced by

Confucian philosophy and moral decorum. Throughout the dynasty,

construction kept pace with changing styles, exhibiting the highest

standard of arts and technology at the time. 

(iii) Unique Funeral Culture that Respects Nature  

The Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty embody a unique and outstanding

burial tradition based on the Korean monarchy’s indigenous view of the

world, philosophy and nature. They are distinguished from other Royal

Tombs within the Confucian cultural sphere in East Asia. 

(iv) Tomb Construction and Record-keeping Traditions Attesting to

Essential Phases in Human History

The various extant documents related to the Joseon Royal Tombs provide

the means to understand the historical circumstances surrounding the royal

burial grounds and the advancement of technology and thought during the

dynasty.   

Koreans observe the time-honored custom of conducting memorial rites to

pay homage to their dead ancestors. 

Fifth, ample amounts of documents, including the royal protocols of major

ceremonies and rites as well as the official historical records of individual

tombs and tomb clusters, make the Joseon Royal Tombs even more unique.

Through these documents it is possible to reconstruct the detailed

procedures of state funerals, the construction process of Royal Tombs, and

their preservation and management measures.
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Address : 139, Seonsa-ro, Seo-gu, Daejeon, Republic of Korea

T: +82-42-481-4700

F: +82-42-481-4709

E-mail : zevius@ocp.go.kr

Web Site : http://english.cha.go.kr

(vi) Living Heritage for Maintaining the Confucian Tradition of

Ancestral Worship

The royal ancestral rites performed at the burial sites of Joseon kings and

their consorts are the most elaborate and refined ancestral rites conducted by

Koreans today. The rites are closely related to ceremonies performed before

their spirit tablets, which are kept at Jongmyo, the Royal Ancestral Shrine of

the Joseon Dynasty. Jongmyo and its ritual services are already on the lists of

World Heritage and the Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage

of Humanity, respectively. 

■Name and Contact Information of Official Local Institution / Agency

Cultural Heritage Administration
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Country1.A

Location of Korea

Location of administrative units for the Joseon Royal Tombs 

Republic of Korea

State, Province or Region1.B

Seoul Metropolitan city, Gyeonggi-do and Gangwon-do



1 6 * ‘Queen’ refers to the king’s spouse.

Table1-1. Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty nominated for world heritage

From its founding monarch Taejo to the 27th and last King Sunjong, the Joseon Dynasty ruled for

519 years from 1392 to 1910. A total of 42 tombs were made for the 27 kings and their consorts.

Among these, 40 are located in Republic of Korea and the remaining two are in Democratic People’s

Republic of Korea. The two Joseon Royal Tombs in DPR Korea are Jereung, the tomb of Queen

Sineui, the first consort of the founding monarch Taejo; and Hureung, the tomb of the second King

Jeongjong and his consort, Queen Jungan.

The nomination document for inscription in the World Heritage List is for the 40 Royal Tombs of

Joseon Dynasty, located in Republic of Korea. The 40 Royal Tombs are listed in Table 1-1, in the

order of the burials. 

Property Name: Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty1.C

Royal Tom
bs of the Joseon D

ynasty
C

H
A

P
T

ER
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Serial
No. Name of Tomb The Buried Year of Construction

01

02

03

04

05

06

07

08

09

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

1408

Moved in 1409

K:1422, Q:1420

Moved in 1469

Moved in 1513

1698

1521

K:1468, Q:1483

K:1470 ,Q1:1499

1461

K:1495, Q1:1530

1474

Moved in 1562

1557

Moved in 1537

1565

K:1545, Q:1578

1575

K:1608, Q:1600, Q1:1632

Moved in 1731

Geonwolleung(건원릉, 健元陵)

Jeongneung(정릉, 貞陵)

Heolleung(헌릉, 獻陵)

Yeongneung( 릉, 英陵)

Hyeolleung(현릉, 顯陵)

Jangneung(장릉, 莊陵)

Sareung(사릉, 思陵)

Gwangneung(광릉, 光陵)

Changneung(창릉, 昌陵)

Gongneung(공릉, 恭陵)

Seolleung(선릉, 宣陵)

Sulleung(순릉, 順陵)

Jeongneung(정릉, 靖陵)

Olleung(온릉, 溫陵)

Huireung(희릉, 禧陵)

Taereung(태릉, 泰陵)

Hyoreung(효릉, 孝陵)

Gangneung(강릉, 康陵)

Mongneung(목릉, 穆陵)

Jangneung(장릉, 長陵)

King Taejo (Joseon’s  1st monarch)

Queen Sindeok (Taejo’s 2nd consort)

King Taejong (Joseon’s 3rd monarch) and Queen Wongyeong
(Taejong’s consort)

King Sejong (Joseon’s 4th monarch) and Queen Soheon (Sejong’s
consort)

King Munjong (Joseon’s 5th monarch) and Queen Hyeondeok
(Munjong’s consort)

King Danjong (Joseon’s 6th monarch)

Queen Jeongsun (Danjong’s consort)

King Sejo (Joseon’s 7th monarch) and Queen Jeonghui (Sejo’s
consort)

King Yejong (Joseon’s 8th monarch) and Queen Ansun (Yejong’s 2nd
consort)

Queen Jangsun (Yejong’s 1st consort)

King Seongjong (Joseon’s 9th monarch) and Queen Jeonghyeon
(Seongjong’s 2nd consort)

Queen Gonghye (Seongjong’s 1st consort)

King Jungjong (Joseon’s 11th monarch)

Queen Dangyeong (Jungjong’s 1st consort)

Queen Janggyeong (Jungjong’s 2nd consort)

Queen Munjeong (Jungjong’s 3rd consort)

King Injong (Joseon’s 12th monarch) and Queen Inseong (Injong’s
consort)

King Myeongjong (Joseon’s 13th monarch) and Queen Insun
(Myeongjong’s consort)

King Seonjo (Joseon’s 14th monarch), Queen Uiin (Seonjo’s 1st
consort), and Queen Inmok (Seonjo’s 2nd consort)

King Injo (Joseon’s 16th monarch) and Queen Inyeol (Injo’s 1st
consort)
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Geographical Coordinates to the Nearest Second1.D

The nominated cultural property, “Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty”, is a serial nomination

comprised of 40 individual assets, and their geographical locations are listed below.

As seen in Table 1-2, the 40 Joseon Royal Tombs in Republic of Korea, including single tombs and

tomb clusters, are scattered at 18 sites in and around Seoul and Gyeonggi-do and Gangwon-do.

They may be divided into three groups by district western, middle and eastern.

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

1688

Moved in 1673

K:1674, Q:1684

K:1720, Q1:1701, Q2:1757

1680

K:1724, Q1:1730

1718

K:1776, Q1:1805

1757

K:1800, Q:1821

Moved in K:1856, Q:1857

K:1849, Q:1843, Q1:1904

K:1864, Q:1878

Moved in 1919

K,Q: 1926, Q1:1966

K:1457, Q:1504

K:1619, Q:1626

Moved in 1789

K:1728, Q:1751

Moved in 1855

Hwireung(휘릉, 徽陵)

Yeongneung( 릉, 寧陵)

Sungneung(숭릉, 崇陵)

Myeongneung(명릉, 明陵)

Ingneung(익릉, 翼陵)

Uireung(의릉, 懿陵)

Hyereung(혜릉, 惠陵)

Wolleung(원릉, 元陵)

Hongneung(홍릉, 弘陵)

Geolleung(건릉, 健陵)

Illeung(인릉, 仁陵)

Gyeongneung(경릉, 景陵)

Yereung(예릉, 睿陵)

Hongneung(홍릉, 洪陵)

Yureung(유릉, 裕陵)

Gyeongneung(경릉, 敬陵)

Jangneung(장릉, 章陵)

Yungneung(융릉, 隆陵)

Yeongneung( 릉, 永陵)

Sureung(수릉, 綏陵)

Queen Jangnyeol (Injo’s 2nd consort)

King Hyojong (Joseon’s 17th monarch) and Queen Inseon (Hyojong’s
consort)

King Hyeonjong (Joseon’s 18th monarch) and Queen Myeongseong
(Hyeonjong’s consort)

King Sukjong (Joseon’s 19th monarch), Queen Inhyeon (Sukjong’s
2nd consort), and Queen Inwon (Sukjong’s 3rd consort)

Queen Ingyeong (Sukjong’s 1st consort)

King Gyeongjong (Joseon’s 20th monarch) and Queen Seonui
(Gyeongjong’s 2nd consort)

Queen Danui (Gyeongjong’s 1st consort)

King Yeongjo (Joseon’s 21st monarch) and Queen Jeongsun
(Yeongjo’s 2nd consort)

Queen Jeongseong (Yeongjo’s 1st consort)

King Jeongjo (Joseon’s 22nd monarch) and Queen Hyoui (Jeongjo’s
consort)

King Sunjo (Joseon’s 23rd monarch) and Queen Sunwon (Sunjo’s
consort)

King Heonjong (Joseon’s 24th monarch), Queen Hyohyeon (Heonjong’s
1st consort), and Queen Hyojeong (Heonjong’s 2nd consort)

King Cheoljong (Joseon’s 25th monarch) and Queen Cheorin
(Cheoljong’s consort)

Emperor Gojong (Joseon’s 26th monarch) and Empress
Myeongseong (Gojong’s consort)

Emperor Sunjong (Joseon’s 27th monarch ), Empress Sunmyeong
(Sunjong’s 1st consort), and Empress Sunjeong (Sunjong’s 2nd consort)

King Deokjong (Seongjong’s father and posthumously given the title
of king) and Queen Sohye (Deokjong’s consort)

King Wonjong (Injo’s father and posthumously given the title of king)
and Queen Inheon (Wonjong’s consort)

King Jangjo (Jeongjo’s father and posthumously given the title of
king) and Queen Hyeongyeong (Jangjo’s consort)

King Jinjong (Jeongjo’s uncle and posthumously given the title of
king) and Queen Hyosun (Jinjong’s consort)

King Munjo (Heonjong’s father and posthumously given the title of
king) and Queen Sinjeong (Munjo’s consort)
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Table1-2. Geographical Information of Nominated Property in 18 clusters 

E1

E2

E3

E4

E5

E6

M1

M2

M3

M4

M5

W1

W2

W3

W4

W5

W6

W7

01
05
19
21
23
27
28
32
40

34
35

07

08

04
22

06

11
13

03
31

16
18

02

26

09
24
25
29
36

15
17
33

14

10
12
39

20

37

38
30

Donggureung

Hongyureung

Sareung

Gwangneung

Yeongneung

Jangneung

Seolleung

Heolleung

Taereung

Jeongneung

Uireung

Seooreung

Seosamreung

Olleung

Paju Samreung

Jangneung

Jangneung

Yungneung

Cluster
Code

Name of
Cluster Region Serial

No. Geographical Coordinates

San 2-1, Inchang-dong, Guri-si, Gyeonggi-do

141-1, Geumgok-dong, Namyangju-si, Gyeonggi-do

San 65-1, Sareung-ri, Jingeon-myeon, Namyangju-si, Gyeonggi-do

San 99-2, Bupyeong-ri, Jinjeop-eup, Namyangju-si, Gyeonggido

San 83-1, Wangdae-ri, Neungseo-myeon, Yeoju-gun, Gyeonggi-do

San 133-1, Yeongheung, Yeongwol-eup, Yeongwol-gun, Gangwon-do

131, Samseong-dong, Gangnam-gu, Seoul

San 13-1, Naegok-dong, Seocho-gu, Seoul

San 313-19, Gongneung-dong, Nowon-gu, Seoul

San 87-16, Jeongneung-dong, Seongbuk-gu, Seoul

San 1-5, Seokgwan-dong, Seongbuk-gu, Seoul

San 30-1, Yongdu-dong, Deokyang-gu, Goyang-si, Gyeonggi-do

San 38-4, Wondang-dong, Deokyang-gu, Goyang-si, Gyeonggi-do

San 19, Iryeong-ri, Jangheung-myeon, Yangju-si, Gyeonggi-do

San 4-1, Bongilcheon-ri, Jori-myeon, Paju-si. Gyeonggi-do

San 25-1, Galhyeon-ri, Paju-si, Gyeonggi-do

San 141-1, Pungmu-dong, Gimpo-si, Gyeonggi-do

San 1-1, Annyeong-ri, Taean-myeon, Hwaseong-si, Gyeonggi-do

N 37°37′30”  E 127°07′52”
N 37°37′20”  E 127°07′54”
N 37°37′33”  E 127°07′58”
N 37°37′21”  E 127°07′42”
N 37°36′56”  E 127°07′37”
N 37°37′00”  E 127°07′48”
N 37°37′13”  E 127°07′47”
N 37°37′05”  E 127°07′37”
N 37°37′13”  E 127°07′57”

N 37°37′51”  E 127°12′44”
N 37°37′49”  E 127°12′32”

N 37°38′24”  E 127°12′35”

N 37°45′11”  E 127°10′35”

N 37°18′27”  E 127°36′10”
N 37°18′49”  E 127°36′31”

N 37°11′50”  E 128°27′10”

N 37°30′31”  E 127°02′44”
N 37°30′21”  E 127°03′06”

N 37°27′57”  E 127°04′58”
N 37°27′57”  E 127°04′50”

N 37°38′05”  E 127°05′49”
N 37°38′22”  E 127°06′18”

N 37°36′08”  E 127°00′20”

N 37°36′12”  E 127°03′24”

N 37°38′08”  E 126°53′40”
N 37°37′31”  E 126°54′03”
N 37°37′48”  E 126°54′01”
N 37°37′58”  E 126°53′37”
N 37°37′47”  E 126°53′36”

N 37°39′48”  E 126°52′12”
N 37°39′51”  E 126°51′50”
N 37°39′55”  E 126°52′06”

N 37°43′12”  E 126°57′03”

N 37°44′43”  E 126°49′49”
N 37°44′36”  E 126°50′10”
N 37°44′33”  E 126°49′59”

N 37°46′24”  E 126°42′29”

N 37°36′47”  E 126°42′39”

N 37°12′42”  E 126°59′38”
N 37°12′50”  E 126°59′16”



1 9

Maps and Plans, Showing the Boundaries of the Nominated
Property and Buffer Zone

1.E

The boundaries of the 18 cluster sites and their buffer zones are marked on satellite pictures and

scaled maps as seen below. All of the areas are designated for protection under the Cultural Heritage

Protection Act. The Joseon Royal Tombs in Seoul have buffer zones that extend at least 100 meters

from the legally protected heritage areas, while those in Gyeonggi-do and Gangwon-do have wider

buffer zones extending a minimum of 500 meters.

Maps and charts are attached.
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Area of Nominated Property and Proposed Buffer Zone1.F

Area of nominated property in clusters and their proposed buffer zones are shown as follows

(Table.1-3)

Table1-3. Area of Cluster

EAST Area

E1

E2

E3

E4

E5

E6

MIDDLE Area

M1

M2

M3

M4

M5

WEST Area

W1

W2

W3

W4

W5

W6

W7

1756.9

996.7

196.6

121.1

16

105.9

200.8

356.3

244.5

24

63

104.8

29.7

23

515.7

183.3

13.3

21.7

140.8

34.5

51.6

70.5

4251.7

2124.8

384.6

360

197.3

318.6

426.9

437.4

351

20.7

128.1

121.8

27.5

52.9

1775.9

349.6

178.2

188.4

335.1

215.1

251.9

257.6

6008.6

3121.5

581.2

481.1

213.3

424.5

627.7

793.7

595.5

44.7

191.1

226.6

57.2

75.9

2291.6

532.9

191.5

210.1

475.9

249.6

303.5

328.1

Cluster Code
Core Zone Buffer Zone

Area(ha.)

Total
Total
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The Joseon Dynasty was founded in 1392 by Yi Seong-gye, a general of the preceding Goryeo

Dynasty, with support from the literati, the powerful class of scholar bureaucrats. It lasted through

27 reigns, from the founding ruler Taejo to the last King Sunjong, and for 519 years, ending in

1910. In 1897, during the reign of King Gojong, the 26th monarch, the Daehan (Great Han)

Empire was founded and Gojong became the emperor.   

The founders of Joseon adopted Confucianism as their governing ideology and emphasized the rule

of law by the king and courtiers. The dynasty was led by the literati. They constituted the yangban,

an aristocratic class composed of civil and military officials, with civil officials predominating in the

exercise of power. During the latter half of the dynasty, sincere efforts were made to modernize the

nation. The School of Practical Learning (Silhak) movement was particularly notable in its leadership

of varied approaches to reforming the class-oriented institutions of Joseon and to arousing national

awareness of the need to shed a Sinocentric world view. Joseon scholars made remarkable advances in

academics and culture and in the development of science and technology. These advancements were

made despite these scholars having to cope with national crises caused by foreign invasions,

especially the devastating Japanese Invasions of 1592-1598. The crowning achievement of Joseon

was the invention of Hangeul, the indigenous alphabet. Indeed, Hangeul symbolizes the respect for

academic learning that marked Joseon’s rulers, who, steeped in Confucianism, created the arts and

culture that underpin today’s Korean society

Description of Property2.A

There are a total of 119 tombs of Joseon royal families when all ranks of royalty are included. This

count includes the tombs of kings and their consorts and of princes and princesses. Their burial

places are designated as neung (or reung or leung for phonetic variation), won, or myo, according to their

royal status (table 2-1).

Three factors are the keys to understanding the Joseon Royal Tombs. They are (1) the tombs’

topographical sites and spatial layout; (2) the style of the burial mounds, their associated buildings,

and the aesthetic qualities of the stone objects created for these sites; and, lastly, (3) the rites

associated with the burials as part of Korea’s intangible heritage and also the extant documents that

form the basis of the historical verification of the tombs.

Kind

Neung

Won

Myo

Number

42

13

64

Occupants 

Kings, queens, and posthumous kings and their consorts

Crown princes and their consorts and the birth parents of kings adopted to 

ensure a successor to the throne

Other royal family members, including princes and princesses (including 

those born outside official marriages), and royal concubines

Table 2-1. Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty by the classification of the buried
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The construction of a royal tomb began after a family member died, and the entire funeral process

was supposed to be complete within five months of the death. Temporary organizations such as the

Office of State Funeral, the Office of Mortuary, and the Office of the Royal Tomb were established on

the death of a king or queen, and these organizations cooperated with each other throughout the

funeral process. Organized on the first day of the process, the Office of State Funeral was in charge of

all the financial, facility, and documentary affairs related to a state funeral. The Office of Mortuary

washed and dressed the corpse for burial and prepared a room in which the coffin was placed until

the day of the funeral. The Office of Royal Tomb not only built a tomb but also constructed

subsidiary facilities and controlled the workforce mobilized for the project, which required about

five months and from 6,000 to 10,000 workers. The site of the tomb itself was selected by the

Sangjigwan and confirmed by the king. Sometimes the king himself visited the selected site.

Location2.A-1

During the Joseon period, pungsu (풍수, 風水, fengshui in Chinese), principles were the basic

criteria in selecting burial sites as well as homes. Royal burial grounds were chosen in accordance

with the popular belief that the flow of natural energy and the need to integrate themselves with

their environment influenced all humans, dead or alive. The Silla Kingdom first adopted fengshui

principles from China, but Joseon developed its own pungsu based on the unique natural

environment of the Korean Peninsula.  

According to these beliefs, the remains of ancestors who were buried in propitious sites would

attain vital energy from the ground that would ensure blessings for their posterity and enable it to

thrive through generations. Consequently, the sites for royal tombs were carefully picked to ensure

the prosperity of the royal household and the country. Compatibility with the topography was the

most important principle in this process. Hence, the Joseon Royal Tombs are characterized by

placement in outstanding natural sites and by arrangement and a sense of scale that complement the

natural environment.  

The Royal Tombs of Joseon are situated largely along the two chains of mountains stretching to the

north and south of the Han River that flows through Hanyang (present day Seoul). 

1) Valuing Pungsu (fengshui) Principles
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The four guardian spirits, Jeongjo Salleungdogam Uigwe

Burial mounds, form the heart of a royal burial ground, and are typically in the middle of a

hillside so that at the back they are shielded by mountains and face toward water. Such mounds

typically face the south and are further protected by the topographical elements regarded as the four

guardian spirits, including a blue dragon to the left, typically to the east side of mounds, and a

white tiger to the right, which typically is the westward side of such sites. Ideally, the burial site also

faces layers of mountain ridges ascending into the distance.

A close-up of mountain chains north and south of the Han River and marked to show royal tombs based on Daedong Yeojido (A Detailed
Map of Joseon), produced by the classification of the buried.
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Joseon Royal Tombs based on pungsu principles.
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The burial chamber, the cavity containing the royal coffin, lies at the spot where all the propitious

energies are believed to converge. This chamber usually is on the middle of a hillside that stores the

energies associated with the site and is further fortified with a covering of dirt. The burial mound

that results has a low and curved wall to the back. A knoll at the center gives this wall additional

pungsu protection and also serves to form a kind of aperture to gather and infuse beneficial energies

into the burial chamber. Trees planted around the knoll serve to harmonize the burial area with the

nature that surrounds it. At the same time, its southward orientation brightens the entire space and

confers a sense of intimacy. 

The Royal Tombs of Joseon are set apart from the other tombs of Korea’s dynasties because they are

located in neither the mountains nor the fields. They are clearly distinguished from the royal tumuli

of the Silla Kingdom (B.C. 57-A.D. 935), which were mostly built on flatland, and from those of

the Goryeo Dynasty (918-1392), which typically were located in mountainous terrain.

A view from behind the low wall of Geonwolleung (01)
Made according to pungsu principles, Joseon Royal Tombs are all surrounded by mountains and, therefore, offer an intimate
environment. The mountains in front of Geonwolleung look like servants bending their backs in respect.

Layout of a burial area, with the burial mound, low wall, and knoll at the back 
The body of the king or queen is placed at the spot where the energies of the grave mound area converge.
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The Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty are typically sited topographically on land that belongs to neither mountains nor plains.
Olleung (14)

The Royal Tombs of the Goryeo Dynasty usually lie in
mountainous areas.

The Royal Tombs of the Silla Kingdom are largely found on
flatland.

Apart from satisfying the conditions of a perfect pungsu site, the royal tombs were located near the

capital, Hanyang, the old city of present-day Seoul. This proximity was because the kings wished to

visit their fathers’ graves as often as possible to pay homage.  

King Jeongjo (r. 1776-1800), the 22nd ruler of Joseon, was particularly famed for his filial piety.

During his 24-year reign, Jeongjo visited his ancestral graves 66 times, including 31 visits to his

father’s grave alone.

2) Proximity to the Capital for Purposes of Filial Piety
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Banchado, in Jeongjo Gukjangdogam Uigwe: A picture depicting a procession by Jeongjo produced by court painters 

ⓒKyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies
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Hangang Jugyo Hwaneodo in Hwaseong Neunghaeng Dobyeong, 142.0x62.0
A painting by an anonymous artist in the late 18th century shows a procession of King Jeongjo and his retinue as they cross the Han River over a
bridge of boats. This is part of an eight-panel screen depicting a royal procession by Jeongjo to Yungneung (38), the tomb of his father, Prince
Sado Jangjo, near the Hwaseong Fortress in Suwon
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A file photo of an event of the Hi Seoul Festival, re-enacting the crossing of a 300-meter section of the Han River by a bridge of boats,
held from April 30 to May 6, 2007.

The royal tombs consist of three areas: (1) burial area, (2) ceremonial area and (3) entrance area,

and each of which has a different function and symbolic meaning. The arrangement of these three

areas accommodates the flow of movement from the entrance to the burial mound.

The burial area is a sacred space of the dead and comprises open, grassy space, the burial mound,

and a spirit road that leads down to the T-shaped shrine. The T-shaped shrine is the focus of the

ceremonial area, where ancestral rites were conducted to symbolize the meeting of the living and the

dead. The shrine, in turn, is linked to the red spiked gate, the main entrance to the royal graveyard,

by a worship road. Beyond the gate is the entrance area, which contains the forbidden stream with a

stone bridge, the tomb keeper’s house, and additional buildings used for preparation for ceremonies.  

Because a royal graveyard is basically a space for rites for the dead, the roads for the dead are

considered very important and are clearly demarcated from roads dedicated to the living. The

worship road, chamdo, linking the main gate to the T-shaped shrine, is shared by the living and the

dead. But the spirit road, sindo, from the T-shaped shrine to the burial mound, is exclusively for the

use of the dead. Therefore, after royal ancestral rites, the living walk down the stairs on the west side

of the T-shaped shrine, while the dead takes a separate road up to their burial mounds.

Spatial Composition2.A-2
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Spatial plan of Joseon Royal Tomb with detailed diagram
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A sectional diagram and flow chart shows the flow of movement in a Joseon Dynasty royal graveyard. The burial zones of the Joseon
Royal Tombs are divided into three areas based on their functions, with each area equipped with objects and terrain suited to the
purpose of each area. As a place where the living and the dead meet, the Joseon Royal Tombs have separate routes for each group to use.

The burial area is the core of a royal graveyard. A burial mound is surrounded by a low wall on

three sides ㅡ the left, right, and back ㅡ and by pine groves beyond. All royal burial mounds are

hemispherical and covered with grass. According to Gukjo Oryeui, the Five Rites of the State,

compiled in 1474 by the government of Joseon, royal burial mounds were supposed to rise four

meters high with a diameter of 18 meters. However, the mounds created in the later years of the

dynasty are smaller. The average diameter of the Joseon Royal Tombs is estimated to be 11 meters.  

The space in front of the burial mounds is three-tiered, with each horizontal level bordered with

stone slabs. The burial mound lies on the highest level, and each level has diverse stone objects.

(refer to 2.a.5.) Access to the uppermost level was strictly limited during the Joseon period.  The

space in front of the burial area is open to the much lower terrain of the ceremonial area and

symbolizes the dead receiving homage from the living below at the T-shaped shrine. All of the stone

objects involved are also arranged to reflect this symbolism.

A spacious lawn separates the burial area from the ceremonial area. This is a kind of transitional

space that clearly divides the two realms of life and death and at the same time hides the royal burial

mound from view, thereby further emphasizing its holiness. A ritual table of stone for mountain

spirit and a small chamber, also of stone, for burning  ritual objects are at the base of the grassy hill. 

Royal ancestral rites were performed at the T-shaped shrine in the ceremonial area, which also

contains the worship road. The shrine is where communion between the living and the dead occurs,

with the former paying homage and the latter accepting it. Outside the red spiked main gate, a

1) Burial Area: Space for the Dead

2) Ceremonial Area: Space for Communion of the Living and the Dead 
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The stone bridge is typically found outside the red spiked gate. However, as shown by the tomb

of Yeongneung (22), the bridge sometimes forms part of the worship road inside the gate if a stream

flows through the sanctuary. This implies that in planning royal graveyards, natural topography was

valued more than theoretical principles.

The worship road leads from the red spiked gate, where the ceremonial area begins, to the T-shaped

shrine. Beside this main gate is a stone dais, measuring about three square meters, from which

visitors bow deeply to the occupant of the tomb upon their entrance into the sacred ceremonial area.

The worship road, covered with stone slabs, usually consists of two paths of different widths: The

broad one called sindo, meaning the “spirit road,” stretches along the central axis of the terrain, and

is for the use of the dead; the narrower one, parallel but slightly lower, is called eodo, meaning the

“king’s road.”  

The tombs numbered 34 and 35 house the remains of Gojong and Sunjong, who were the last two

rulers of Joseon, and were called emperors. Their tombs have triple worship roads, with a “king’s

road” on both sides of the “spirit road.” In contrast, tombs numbered 12 and 39 have a single path

without any distinction between the living and the dead.

The bridge across Geumcheon, or “the forbidden stream,” at Jeongneung (02),
the tomb of Queen Sindeok (?-1398), the second consort of Taejo, the founding
monarch of Joseon. Geumcheongyo, or the bridge across the forbidden stream in
Joseon Royal Tombs, is made of long pedestal stones that are only slightly
refined and, therefore, harmonize with the environment.

stone bridge straddles a stream called geumcheon, which means the “forbidden stream” and symbolizes

the border of the sacred spiritual realm of the dead. The bridge is made of stone slabs laid on stone

supports and has terraces built on both banks.
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The back of the T-shaped shrine has a stone incinerator, called yegam (also sojeondae, or mangnyowi),

which measures about a square meter. It was used for burning memorial addresses and other ritual

objects after the royal ancestral rites. The floor was covered with square tiles, and the lid was made of

stone or pine wood. The incinerator was locked when not in use.

A rectangular stone table, usually measuring about 1.4 meters

by 0.9 meters and placed to the northeast of the T-shaped shrine,

was used exclusively for rites for the spirit governing the

mountains. These rites for the mountain spirits were based on the

time-honored tradition of nature worship and constituted an

important part of all Korean graveside ancestral rites

The worship road is typically divided into two sections, one for the king and the
other for the spirits. Left: Myeongneung (24), Right: Hongneung (34)

Burning a memorial address at the incinerating chamber. Left: Geonwolleung (01), Right: Sareung (07)

Sojeondae in Geonwolleung (01)
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Unlike the burial area that is usually on a hill, the

ceremonial area is almost always on flatland.

Therefore, visitors had to walk quite a distance on

flatland, across a stone bridge over the forbidden

steam, through a red spiked gate and then along the

worship road, before they reached the T-shaped

shrine and finally faced the grassy hill beyond. As

they walked along this path, all that they could see

was the shrine with its imposing roof lines looming

against a backdrop of green pines that protected the

royal burial mound high up on the hill. Moreover,

the worship road, covered with roughly finished stone, rarely allowed visitors the luxury of raising

their eyes to look up toward the royal grave. The result was an increasingly pious and mysterious

ambience.

Sansinseok: A separate rite was held to appease the mountain
spirit at Ingneng (25). The Joseon Dynasty had a tradition
of holding a separate rite for mountain spirits before the
ceremony to honor the preceding king.

The entrance area marked the beginning of the royal

burial ground and was where the preparations for royal

ancestral rites were made. The area contained the tomb

keeper’s house, a royal kitchen, and a guards’ house, among

other facilities. Sometimes this group of buildings was

marked by a gate similar to the main entrance gate but

smaller and less impressive and thus called the “outer red-

spiked gate.” Many trees were planted in this area to protect

the burial ground.

3) Entrance Area: Passageway to the Royal Burial Ground 

A general view of a royal graveyard with the
worship road, T-shaped shrine, burial mound and
a pine grove. Taereung (16)

Jaesil is the place for the overall administration tasks at the Royal Tomb, such as
managing the tomb and preparing ceremonial rites. Yeongneung (22)
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Analysis of the vistas at different levels of terrain in a royal tomb area. 
Joseon Royal Tombs are designed to be open, intimate places for the dead that are closed to the living. The different vista at each level
of terrain reflects the effort to achieve this effect.

Landscape

1) Different Vistas for the Living and the Dead

2.A-3

Most of the Joseon Royal Tombs are enclosed within mountain ranges that serve to create

exclusive spaces with independent landscapes separated from the outer world. Within the individual

tomb areas, unique uses of space created different levels of terrain to symbolize the different status of

the living and the dead.

The remarkable elevation of the burial

areas above the ceremonial areas represents

the difference in status between those using

the two areas. Special care went into the

design of the burial area in a calculated effort

to add to its aura of authority and solemn

mystery. The utmost attention was devoted

to shielding the royal burial mound from the

eyes of people down the hill. In most

graveyards laid out on a straight axis, the

heavily roofed T-shaped shrine blocked the

line of sight of visitors approaching the

shrine from the main entrance gate.

Changes in the flow of visitation emphasized that the tombs
were closed to the living. Jeongneung (02)
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Ponds built at the Joseon royal burial grounds are mostly square, with round miniature islands, and

serve to reinforce favorable energy at the entrance to the burial grounds while also aiding

management of drainage of the royal tombs and supporting the caretakers’activities.

The landscape surrounding a Royal Tomb as seen from behind the wall at the back of the burial mound (Sareung (07)).

2) Meticulous Management of Plants

Most of the Joseon Royal Tombs were

set amid lush forests that served as natural

buffers. Nevertheless, planting trees was

an important part of their landscaping.

Planting pine trees was based on the Rites

of Zhou(周禮). Pine nut trees and birches

were the trees most frequently planted

throughout the royal burial grounds;

numerous pines were planted at the back

and sides of the burial mound, although

the burial area itself was covered with

grass. Korean rosebay was among the

popular flowering shrubs planted along

roads, and willow trees were planted around ponds. To prevent water damage, alder trees, which

grow well in wetlands, were planted profusely around royal tombs located in low-lying areas.

Trees at the royal burial grounds: Thuja, cypress and pine trees grow at the
back and sides of the burial mound, and alder trees grow profusely in front
of it. (Heolleung (03))

In contrast to the layout designed to restrict and segregate the living, burial grounds have nothing

to remind the dead of an enclosure. From their viewpoint inside the tombs, they see only wide open

spaces with a panoramic view that continues to unfold far beyond the activity of the living who are

just down the hill. 
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Map of plants around royal burial ground, Geonwolleung (01)
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In addition, trees were planted in accordance with specific guidelines around the man-made ponds

at the royal burial grounds. The chapter “Repairs on the Pond” from The Record of Gangneung, says:

“There must always be a pond in front of a royal tomb, and wherever there are blockages they should

be repaired. There is a small islet in the middle of the pond. It has several kinds of flowering plants

besides birch trees. A large number of trees and flowering shrubs should be planted around the

pond.” The pond also had lotus plants. Gangneung is the tomb of King Myeongjong (r. 1545-1567),

the 13th ruler of Joseon, and his consort, Queen Insun.  

Landscaping was done on areas outside the royal graveyard as well. The Tomb Record of

Gwangneung says: “Hundreds of roots of Korean rosebay were planted along the road past the

bridge over the forbidden stream when there were already hundreds of rosebay shrubs in full bloom

up to the northern windows of the tomb keeper’s house. Besides, there are numerous birch and pine

nut trees along the road over some four kilometers to the western entrance of the village. Also, many

birch and pine nut trees were planted together with rosebay shrubs so they could face each other

along the 2 kilometer road to the eastern entrance.” Gwangneung is the tomb of Sejo (r. 1455-

1468), the seventh ruler of Joseon, and his consort, Queen Jeonghi.   

The kings of Joseon are recorded as paying particular attention to the plants around the royal burial

grounds. Upon completing the prescribed rites in 1408 on the anniversary of the death of his father,

Taejo, (Geonwolleung, (01)), Taejong (r. 1400-1418), the third ruler of Joseon, ordered weeding

done around the burial area and extensive planting of pine nut and birch trees throughout the entire

tomb area. The 22nd king, Jeongjo (r. 1776-1800), during a visit to his father’s tomb (Yungneung

(38)), found the pine grove around the graveyard withering because of pine-eating caterpillars. In

lamentation, the king caught one and bit it to death. Strangely, the caterpillars completely

disappeared soon afterward.  

In spite of their perfect locations and ideal landscape based on pungsu, the royal burial grounds

required unceasing care to preserve and manage the forests surrounding them. It may be ventured

that the splendid forests around the royal tombs were created and maintained mostly through

meticulous human attention, not because of the blessings of their natural locations.  

When replacement trees were needed, more were planted in the spring and autumn. Lawns were

regularly reseeded, and weeding was done routinely. Fire lanes and moats were constructed around

the tomb areas to prevent fire damage. A large retinue of caretakers, supervised by a chief tomb

keeper, resided year-round in each royal tomb area. King Taejong assigned 100 troops to the

management of his father’s tomb, Geonwolleung (01). 

A tree nursery was operated at each royal tomb to supply the high-quality plants necessary for

efficient forest management. The method is still used today. Thanks to the successful management of

the natural environments around the Joseon Royal Tombs, a great diversity of plants has been

preserved that contributes to the excellent natural scenery and ecological systems still associated

with them. The Joseon Royal Tombs in cities are especially valued for their ecological significance.

The royal tomb areas also serve as parks with prized green space useful for the leisure activities of

citizens.
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Type2.A-4

The spatial arrangement of the Joseon Royal Tombs basically followed the layout prescribed as part

of the Confucian ritual system. However, they may be categorized according to their burial mounds.

These mounds fit six categories: (1) tombs with a single mound, (2) tombs with twin mounds, (3)

tombs with three parallel mounds, (4) tombs with a joint burial mound for the king and queen, (5)

tombs with double mounds on separate hills, and (6) tombs with vertically placed double mounds.

Royal tombs with a single mound began with the early Joseon period (Geonwolleung) and do not

appear after the middle Joseon. Royal tombs with twin mounds were built throughout the Joseon

Dynasty. As for tombs with double mounds on separate hills, Gyeongneung (36) was the first, but the

popularity of this type of tomb was confined to the 15th century. Tombs with three parallel mounds

and those with a joint burial mound for the king and queen appeared after the 18th century and

required relatively less expense and a smaller workforce. Tombs with vertically placed double mounds

were preferred when a site was considered ideal but narrow from a pungsu perspective.

Table 2-2. Tomb type

* ‘Tomb Types’
Si (Single): Dalleung designates that the grave mound of a king or queen is alone on a hill.  Tw (Twin): Ssangneung means the grave mounds of the king and queen are side
by side on the same hill.  Tri (Triple): Samyeolleung designates that three grave mounds of the king and his queens are side by side on the same hill.  Ho (Horizontal):
Dongwonigangneung designates that the grave mounds of a king and queen are on separate hills.  Ver (Vertical): Dongwonsanghabongneung designates two grave mounds
of a king and queen in a vertical line on the same hill.  To (Together): Hapjangneung designates that the bodies of a king and queen are in the same grave mound. 
** K: King; Q: First consort; Q1: Second consort; Q2: Third consort

Serial No. Tomb Type* Occupants Serial No. Tomb Type* Occupants

01 Si K 21 Si Q1

02 Si Q1 22 Ver KQ

03 Tw KQ 23 Tw KQ

04 To KQ 24 Tw/Si KQ1Q2

05 Ho KQ 25 Si Q

06 Si K 26 Ver KQ1

07 Si Q 27 Si Q

08 Ho KQ 28 Tw KQ1

09 Ho KQ1 29 Si Q

10 Si Q 30 To KQ

11 Ho KQ1 31 To KQ

12 Si Q 32 Tri KQQ1

13 Si K 33 Tw KQ

14 Si Q 34 To KQ

15 Si Q1 35 To KQQ1

16 Si Q2 36 Ho KQ

17 Tw KQ 37 Tw KQ

18 Tw KQ 38 To KQ

19 Ho KQQ1 39 Tw KQ

20 Tw KQ 40 To KQ
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Tomb with twin mounds (Heolleung (03))

In tombs with twin mounds,

the king and his consort are

buried side by side in two separate mounds, the king on the right and the queen

on the left. The mounds are surrounded by a single low wall. Taejong (r.1400-

1418), the third ruler, and his consort, Queen Wongyeong, were the first interred

in this manner (Heolleung (03)), and theirs is the best known of the 10 Joseon

Royal Tombs of this type.

1) Royal Tomb 
with a Single Mound

A total of 15 Joseon Royal

Tombs are of the single-mound

type in which a king or queen

is buried alone. Geonwolleung

(01), Jeongneung (02), and

Jangneung (06) are among the

kings buried in such tombs.

Tomb with a single mound, Geonwolleung (01)

2) Royal Tomb 
with Twin Mounds
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Tomb with a joint burial
mound, Yeongneung
(04)
A tomb with a joint
burial mound has one
exterior grave mound
to cover two burial
chambers.

3) Royal Tomb with Joint Burial Mound of King and Queen

In joint burial mounds, the king and the queen are buried under a single mound. Sejong (r. 1418-

1450), the fourth ruler, and his consort, Queen Soheon, were the first Joseon royal couple buried in

this style. Theirs, Yeongneung (04), is among the seven Joseon Royal Tombs of this type. Yureung

(35), the tomb of Emperor Sunjong (r. 1907-1910), the 27th and last ruler of Joseon, is a unique

example of this type of joint burial because it is the final resting place of Sunjong and both of his two

consorts, Empress Sunmyeong and Empress Sunjeong.

Tomb with double mounds on separate hills, Gwangneung(08)

4) Royal Tomb with Double Mounds on Separate Hills

In royal tombs with separated mounds, the king and queen are buried apart in two mounds on

different hills that share a dragon vein according to pungsu principles.  Both hills rise behind one T-

shaped shrine. There are five Joseon Royal Tombs of this type. The most well-known is the tomb of

Sejo (r. 1455-1468), the seventh ruler, and his consort, Queen Jeonghi (Gwangneung (08)).

Mongneung (19), the tomb of the 14th

king, Seonjo, and his two consorts, has

three mounds, one on each of three

adjacent hills.
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5) Royal Tomb with Vertically Placed Double Mounds

Two Joseon Royal Tombs were built in a style in which the king and the queen were

buried under separate mounds in a vertical line on the same hill, the king in the higher

mound and the queen in the lower one. One of the tombs in this style is that of Hyojong

(r. 1649-1659), the 17th ruler, and his consort, Queen Inseon (Yeongneung (22)); the

other is the tomb of Gyeongjong (r. 1720-1724), the 20th ruler, and his second consort,

Queen Seoneui (Uireung (26)). Only the king’s burial mound has a low wall.

Tomb with vertically placed double mounds, Heolleung(03)

Table 2-3. Different layouts of stone objects in the grave mound area by period and style of the tomb.
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Tomb with three parallel mounds, Gyeongneung(32)

6) Royal Tomb with Three Parallel Mounds

The tomb of Heonjong (r. 1834-1849), the 24th ruler, and his two consorts, Queen Hyohyeon

and Queen Hyojeong, is the only example of this style of burial in which the king and his consorts

are buried side by side on the same hill under separate mounds (Gyeongneung (32)). As in Chinese

royal tombs, Heonjong’s mound is at the far left and not at the center.

Heonjong’s placement follows the pattern of all of the royal tombs in interring the king’s remains

at the left and the queen’s remains at the right or the king’s remains on the upper level and the

queen’s on the lower level. The royal funerals were held in accordance with Confucian ritual

procedures as prescribed in the Gukjo Oryeui (Five Rites of the State), compiled in 1474 during the

reign of Seongjong; Gukjo Sangnye Bopyeon (Revised Edition on State Funerals), compiled in 1758

during the reign of Yeongjo; Gukjangdogam Uigwe (Records of the Office of State Funerals); and

Salleungdogam Uigwe (Records of the Office of Royal Tombs).
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Architectural Structures 2.A-5

The royal burial grounds of the Joseon period had several architectural structures, including the T-

shaped shrine where the royal ancestral rites were held, the tomb keeper’s house that also was used to

prepare the rites, a stele shed, and a red spiked gate.

1) T-shaped Shrine (정자각, 丁字閣)

The T-shaped shrine, standing at the base of the burial hill, is where the spirit tablets of the

occupants of the royal tombs were enshrined and where the royal ancestral rites were held. The T-

shaped shrine consists of two parts: The straight, elongated main hall in which the spirit tablets

were kept and an open porch protruding from the center of the main hall. Participants in royal

ancestral rites bowed from this porch to both the spirit tablets and the burial mounds beyond the

shrine. The shrine is called jeongjagak, literally a “shrine in the shape of character ‘Jeong’.” The

Chinese 丁 (pronounced jeong in Korean) resembles the T of the Roman alphabet.

T-shaped shrine. Yereung(33)

The protective screen of a T-shaped shrine that protects the
structure from wind and rain. Yereung (33)
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Floor plan of a T-shaped shrine, Geonwolleung (01)

Front elevation of a T-shaped shrine, Geonwolleung (01)
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Vertical cross section of a T-shaped shrine, Geonwolleng (01)

Rear elevation of a T-shaped shrine, Geonwolleung (01)
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The T-shaped shrine was usually sited from 50 to 60

meters south of the burial mound. This was considered the

optimum distance for the participants in royal ancestral

rites to perceive the significance of the royal burial mound.  

Before the royal ancestral rites began, the large doors at

the front and back of the main hall were flung open so that

participants could see the spirit tablets from the outside

and also to allow the spirits of the dead to move freely

between the hall and the burial mounds. Inside, the spirit

tablets were placed on wooden chairs slightly to the rear of

the center of the main hall. To the right was a wooden

plate holding a memorial address that sought blessings

from the dead. Next, a table for ritual offerings was moved

in front of the spirit tablets. An incense burner, an incense

case, and candlesticks were then put on the ritual table,

and food was offered to the spirit tablets.

When the royal ancestral rites began, the chief officiant

bowed deeply four times toward the spirit tablets and

offered a cup full of drink. Very few people were allowed to participate in the rites. Even when the

king was the chief officiant, only a small number of people could participate as assistants, and it was

this limited number of people that the porch of the main hall was intended to accommodate. Six

wooden posts supported the porch, which was open on three sides and had one bay at its front and two

on its sides. It attached to the main hall at its northern end.  

The T-shaped shrine reflected traditional Korean wooden architecture and was built with round

wooden pillars erected on neatly dressed cornerstones. The wooden beams were buttressed with simple

wing-like brackets. Convex and concave tiles covered the roof; all of the ridges, not just the main

ridge but even the edges of the hips and gables, were plastered in white to symbolize the supreme

authority of the monarchy. The ends of the main ridge bore decorations in the shape of animal heads

that were intended to emphasize the dignity of the royal household and also to ward off evil spirits.

The sloped roof ridges had images of various animals of the zodiac. Gorgeous designs based on plant

motifs were painted on the wooden elements. The painters achieved brilliant contrast by using basic

colors such as red, yellow, white, and black on a green background. 

The shrine stood on a stone platform as tall as a man’s height. The main hall was a level higher than

the porch so that those on the ground could not see the rites performed in the main hall. The porch

section of the foundation is called woldae, literally the “moon foundation,” meaning a special ritual

arena. Similar stone foundations with the same name were a part of royal palaces and were where

major outdoor events were held.

Panwi of a T-shaped shrine, Jangneung (20) 
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The shrine could only be reached by stairs on both

sides of the foundation. Two staircases were on the east

side and one on the west. Splendid cloud patterns on

one of the two eastern staircases indicate it was

reserved for use by the spirits or by officiants bearing

incense, which was considered a sacred object and a

catalyst for communion between the living and the

dead. Not even kings could use this staircase and were

relegated to the plainer one on the same side. The

staircase on the west side was used to carry food to the

main hall or to take the memorial addresses to the

incinerating chamber after the rites.

2) Stele Shed (비각, 碑閣)

Every royal graveyard typically had a small shed

that protected a tomb stele. The stele was made of

stone, usually 1.5 meters tall, and was inscribed with

the name and a brief profile of the buried person.

Structurally, the stele consisted of a base, a body, and a

capstone shaped like a tile-covered roof. The lower

part of the walls of the one-bay shed were usually

reinforced with bricks, but the upper half was wooden

grillwork to allow a free flow of air. The tile-covered roof was oversized, with its oversized proportions

further emphasized by a white plastered ridge

4) Guards’ House (수복방, 守僕房)

The guards’ house was located southeast of the T-shaped shrine. It also was a simple building,

three bays by one bay, with a gabled roof resembling the kitchen. In most royal graveyards, the

guards’ house and the kitchen are located in symmetrical positions facing each other across the

worship road in front of the T-shaped shrine.

3) Royal Kitchen (수라간, 水喇間)

Food for the royal ancestral rites was prepared in a kitchen on the site. It and its pantry were

located southwest of the T-shaped shrine in a simple building that typically consisted of three front

bays and a bay on the side, all under a gabled roof. 

The east side of the T-shaped shrine’s foundation has two
sets of stairs, one for the living and the other for the dead;
the west side of the foundation has only one set of stairs.
Hyeolleung (05)
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5) Red Spiked Gate (홍살문, 紅箭門)

A tall red gate marks where the worship road begins at the southern end of the tomb area.

Walking through this gate, a visitor enters the holy realm. The red spiked gate, or hongsalmun, is a

simple structure consisting of two high pillars linked at the top with a lintel and crosspiece with

thin spikes in between. It has neither doors nor a roof, but bears a trident and a taegeuk symbol

(Supreme Ultimate) (taiji in Chinese), on the top. This is not an actual gate but a symbolic object

erected in varying sizes at the entrance to villages or special facilities. The entire object is painted

red, the color believed to represent the south and also considered capable of warding off evil spirits.

The interval of from five to 20 centimeters between its spikes widened in later years as larger T-

shaped shrines were built at royal tombs.

Some of the Joseon Royal Tomb clusters, including the Donggureung cluster (E1), have more than

two such gates, an outer and inner one for each of the individual tombs. The outer gate is much

larger than the inner one. Numbers aside, the most important of these gates at any royal burial site

is the one that marks the start of the worship road leading to the T-shaped shrine. To the right this

entrance gate is a stone dais, which is where the king and other participants in royal ancestral rites

stopped to kowtow toward the royal burial mound upon entering the tomb area.

6) Tomb Keeper’s House (재실, 齋室)

The chief caretaker lived on the site, and his house was where ritual equipment, including

incense, vessels, and other accouterments, were kept and overall preparations for royal ancestral rites

were made. Storage for incense was at the center, next to the tomb keeper’s residence, or Jaesil. A hall

served for ritual preparations, and a barn provided storage for ritual vessels. Each building was

surrounded by walls or by the rooms of servants.  

The tomb keeper’s house was usually from 200 to 300 meters southeast of the T-shaped shrine. The

king and other ritual officiants used his house to rest and to change into ceremonial robes before the

ancestral rites. Stepping out of this house, they could see a red spiked gate at the end of a narrow

pathway amid lush pines and pine nut trees. Such a refreshing sight made visitors realize they were

headed to holy ground and leaving their mundane world behind.
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Site and floor plan of a Jaesil, tomb keeper’s house, Yeongneung (22)

Stone Objects2.A-6

Royal tombs constructed during the Joseon Dynasty were adorned on the outside with various

stone objects, including ceremonial artifacts and figures of people and animals that were placed

around and in front of the grave mound. All served the purpose of wishing the interred kings and

queens a peaceful hereafter. In general, royal tombs were built to honor the memory of ancestors, to

show respect for their lifetime achievements, to buttress royal authority, to protect ancestral spirits

from evil, and to keep the tombs from being vandalized. The tombs also reflected a belief that the

dead ancestors would confer blessings on their descendants. 

Based on the philosophy of eum(陰, yin) and yang(陽, yang) and the interpretation of the topography

of the land by pungsu practitioners, The Joseon Royal Tombs were adorned with sculpted figures,

mythical animals and other sacred objects and with artifacts that were believed to possess

extraordinary powers. Thus, the well-protected tombs could be the eternal resting place for deceased

kings. The stone objects within the royal graveyard demonstrate the view of the Korean people about

life after death and their wish to protect and safeguard ancestral tombs.  

The types of stone objects are as follows: byeongpungseok, the retaining stone, and nangganseok, the

stone fence, that surround the immediate area of the grave mound in order to protect it; seokho, stone

tigers, and seokyang, stone sheep, which keep guard over the mound; honyuseok, a stone table for the

spirits placed in front of the grave mound; munmu seogin, images of civil and military officials who

symbolically serve the interred royalty, and seogma, the stone horses.

Jaesil

Jeonsacheong

Hyangdaecheong

Haenggak
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Arrangement of stone objects at a royal tomb of the Joseon Dynasty, Myeongneung (24)

All of these stone objects were placed near the grave mound. They presented a scene full of

dignity in exquisite harmony with the surrounding landscape, which in fact can be called a graceful

work of art dedicated to the afterworld of the ancestors. Because they represented the symbolic status

and authority of the interred king, these stone objects were given a great deal of importance in the

arrangement of a royal grave site. From the founding of the dynasty in 1392 until 1926, when the

last emperor’s tomb was constructed (Yureung, 35), approximately 1,300 stone objects using the

same patterns were sculpted and placed at 40 royal tombs, and 50wons. Most of them remain intact

and consequently are held in high esteem in terms of their historical value, unique artistry, and place

in the art history of Korea.  

The tomb area where most of the stone objects were deployed was laid out in three platform layers.

Different stone objects were placed on each of these three areas as follows:

Upper Platform: Sanggye (상계, 上階)

Also known as sanggye or chogye (初階), this uppermost area contains the hemispherical burial

mound. A 12-angled retaining stone (byeongpungseok) was constructed at the bottom of the mound to

both decorate and protect it. A little farther out, a stone fence (nangganseok) encircles the mound.

This fence is composed of stone pillars (seokju), small stone pillars (dongja seokju), and horizontal

stone bars (jukseok) placed between the pillars. In some of the tombs built after Sejo’s, the 7th king,

the stone railing alone was installed without the usual retaining rocks. Outside of this fence, one or

two pairs of stone tigers and sheep face outward with their backs to the grave mound. Still farther

out, a low wall (gokjang) encircles all of these components on three sides, sheltering them from the

wind. In front of the mound is a stone table whose name (honyuseok) translates literally as “a stone

table on which the spirits can play”, and to its  right and the left stand stone watch pillars

(mangjuseok).
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A four-or eight-sided stone lantern (jangmyeongdeung) was placed in the middle of the second-level

platform (junggye). Stone images of two civil officials also were nearby, with their stone horses

positioned either behind or beside them. The tomb site of Taejong, the 3rd king of Joseon

(Heolleung (03)), is peculiar because it has additional pairs of all the stone objects except the stone

watch pillars.

Middle Platform: Junggye (중계, 中階)

At this lowest elevation of the tomb site stand a pair of stone figurines of military officials and their

horses. This arrangement of placing civil and military officials on different levels reflects higher regard

in the Joseon Dynasty for civil officials with scholarly backgrounds and the lesser status of the military.

However, changes in this type of arrangement led to the leveling of the land between the lowest and

middle elevations in the tomb site. This began in Wolleung (28), the tomb of Yeongjo, and continued

with his successors’ tombs. However, despite the disappearance of the levels of elevation, the order in

which the stone figures were arranged did not change. The rank of the occupant of the tomb determined

whether the stone retaining wall or the stone fence were present. 

The rank of the occupant also determined the architectural style of the tomb. Sometimes, the king

reigning at the time of the construction of the tomb decided the types and the sizes of the stone objects.

Lower Platform: Hagye (하계, 下階)
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Features of stone objects, Geonwolleung (01)
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Table 2-4. Number of stone objects at Joseon Royal Tombs

Serial No.

01
02
03
04
05-K
05-Q
06
07
08-K
08-Q
09-K
09-Q
10
11-K
11-Q
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19-K
19-Q
19-Q1
20
21
22-K
22-Q
23
24-K
24-Q
25
26-K
26-Q
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36-K
36-Q
37
38
39
40

Total

Serial No. Name of Tomb

Geonwolleung (健元陵)
Jeongneung (貞陵)
Heolleung (獻陵)
Yeongneung (英陵)
Hyeolleung (顯陵)K
Hyeolleung (顯陵)Q
Jangneung (莊陵)
Sareung (思陵)
Gwangneung (光陵)K
Gwangneung (光陵)Q
Changneung (昌陵)K
Changneung (昌陵)Q
Gongneung (恭陵)
Seolleung (宣陵)K
Seolleung (宣陵)K
Sulleung (順陵)
Jeongneung (靖陵)
Olleung (溫陵)
Huireung (禧陵)
Taereung (泰陵)
Hyoreung (孝陵)
Gangneung (康陵)
Mongneung (穆陵)K
Mongneung (穆陵)Q
Mongneung (穆陵)Q1
Jangneung (長陵)
Hwireung (徽陵)
Yeongneung (寧陵)K
Yeongneung (寧陵)Q
Sungneung (崇陵)
Myeongneung (明陵)K
Myeongneung (明陵)Q
Ingneung (翼陵)
Uireung (懿陵)K
Uireung (懿陵)Q
Hyereung (惠陵)
Wolleung (元陵)
Hongneung(弘陵)
Geolleung (健陵)
Illeung (仁陵)
Gyeongneung (景陵)
Yereung (睿陵)
Hongneung (洪陵)
Yureung (裕陵)
Gyeongneung (敬陵)K
Gyeongneung (敬陵)Q
Jangneung (章陵)
Yungneung (隆陵)
Yeongneung (永陵)
Sureung (綏陵)

Name of Tomb ⓐ

1
0
2
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
1
0
0
1
1
2
1
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
1
0
0
0
1
0
0

15

ⓐ ⓑ

1
0
2
1
1
1
0
0
1
1
1
1
0
1
1
1
1
0
1
1
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
2
1
1
1
3
2
1
1
0
1
0
0
0
1

50

ⓒ

1
1
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
1
1
1
2
1
1
1
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
2
1
1
1
3
2
1
1
1
1
2
1
2
1

63

ⓓ

5
2
10
8
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
8
8
4
4
4
8
5
4
4
8
8
4
4
4
4
4
8
4
4
4
12
8
4
4
4
4
8
4
8
4

254

ⓔ

2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
0
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
0
2
2
2
2
2

96

ⓕ

4
2
8
4
4
4
2
2
4
4
4
4
2
4
4
4
4
2
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
0
0
2
4
4
2
2
4

180

ⓖ

4
2
8
4
4
4
2
2
4
4
4
4
2
4
4
4
4
2
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
0
0
0
4
4
2
2
4

178

ⓗ

4
2
8
4
4
4
2
2
4
3
4
4
2
4
4
4
4
2
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
2
4
4
2
2
4

187

ⓘ

2
2
4
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

102

ⓙ

2
0
4
2
2
2
0
0
2
2
2
2
0
2
2
2
2
0
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
0
2
2
2
0
2

88

ⓚ

1
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
0
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

50

ⓛ

2
0
2
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
11
10
0
0
0
0
0
0

27

ⓑ ⓒ ⓓ ⓔ ⓕ ⓖ ⓗ ⓘ ⓙ ⓚ ⓛ
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1) Philosophy Expressed by the Stone Objects at the Joseon Royal Tombs

As the resting place for kings, the absolute rulers of the time, the royal tombs also communicate

the philosophical ideas of the dynasty, including Confucianism. Both the philosophical beliefs that

governed the lives of Joseon royalty and their views on what came afterward clearly affected the

kinds of stone objects found at tomb sites and how those objects were adorned.  

First and foremost, these stone artifacts exhibit Confucian values and a Confucian world view. For

example, the arrangement of the stone images of humans shows clear favoritism for scholarly civil

officials over their military counterparts. Moreover, except in the case of several stone sheep, the

humans and animals portrayed by the stone sculptures are male. Literary scholarship over martial

arts, males over females was staunchly Confucian values.

It is worth noting, too, that these tombs are relatively modest in size, which complies with a

Confucian mandate that a monarch must first show concern for his people. Several records show that

to avoid complaints, the convenience of the people was considered during construction of royal

tombs. For instance, Uigwe (Records of State Events) and Joseon Wangjo Sillok (Annals of the Joseon

Dynasty) attest to concerns for sufficient payment for workers mobilized to build a tomb and for

compensation for households relocated because of the construction.  

Second, although Buddhism was widely suppressed during the Joseon Dynasty, various decorative

motifs drawn from Buddhism are common to all of the dynasty’s royal tombs. The stone lantern so

important in Buddhist temples was incorporated at the tomb site as jangmyeongdeung and held the

central position in front of the grave mound; the details of many objects display lotus leaf patterns;

and a large number of stone objects are engraved with

patterns depicting Buddhist paraphernalia such as bells

and pestle-shaped tools. The builders of the tombs

obviously were influenced by the Buddhist view of life

after death.

Thirdly, Taoism strongly affected the selection or

arrangement of the stone animals. The cross

arrangement of the stone sheep and of the stone tigers

seems to reflect the concept of yin and yang. Taegeuk, the

symbol of the Supreme Ultimate, is found in the middle

part of the Buddhist yeongtak (bell) design; the 12 zodiac

gods with elements inspired by Buddhism appear on the

stone retaining walls; and there are repeated cloud

patterns. All of these are manifestations of Taoist

symbolism.   

Once introduced into Korea, Buddhism, Confucianism,

and Taoism were localized and merged into folk beliefs.

For instance, stone tigers seem to be an integral part of

the tradition of worshipping mountain gods, for whom
Buddhist bells; yeoungtak (bell), yeoungjeo (pestle),
Jeongneung (02), 1396
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the ritual tables were built as a part of rites in their honor. The influence of folk religion is also

clearly evident in the use of demon faces (on the armor of stone military officials and on the surfaces

of the goseok, pestle) and peonies as decorative designs. According to the folk beliefs prevalent in

pungsu, tombs were considered the “house in the afterlife” in which the buried person would live

forever.

The Joseon Royal Tombs have survived almost intact. Their excellent state of preservation speaks

to the care with which they were built. Perhaps equally important in preventing their destruction by

grave robbers was the wisdom shown by not putting too many unnecessary goods and furnishings

inside the tombs. But their high degree of preservation is also attributable to the respect of the

Korean people for their kings and their kings’ final resting places. Part of the historical legacy of

these sites is the documentation that details how the tombs were built, the goods buried inside, and

the rites that were held. As valuable as the documents are, however, the tombs themselves are

monuments to how people of the Joseon era honored their ancestors and to their belief systems, both

about life and life after death. The stone objects found at the Joseon Dynasty Royal Tombs are an

integral part of this physical record. Indeed, these stone objects are invaluable materials for Korean

art history because they establish a unique indigenous tradition apart from Buddhist sculpture.

Although they tell us much about the history of the Joseon Dynasty itself, they also speak volumes

about the art history through their retention of a consistent artistic style based on a fixed set of rules.

Their major characteristics are as follows. 

2) Characteristics and Values of the Stone Objects in the Joseon Dynasty

Table 2-5. Characteristics of the stone objects at the Royal Tombs 

Contents

Arrangement

Unique ornaments

Characteristics

Positioned on a grassy hill, the stone images and objects are in exquisite harmony with the natural environment.

The objects surround the grave mound in an arrangement designed to focus attention on the grave mound while 
using each natural and man-made element to achieve a magnificent spatial effect.

The symmetrical positioning of the images enhances the sense of solemnity. 

By facing outward, the animals convey their role as protectors of the tomb. 

The grassy mound is adorned with stones specifically designed for the retaining wall and for the railing. 

The 12 characters of the zodiac, carved in relief in the form of men with animal heads, are on the stones of the 
retaining wall. 

The pestles of the table for the spirits are designed to give it the appearance of hanging in mid air. 

The Mangjuseok (stone watch pillar), each uniquely shaped, stands in front of the grave mound, not on the spirit 
road that leads to the tomb site.

Tiny engraved tigers decorate the mangjuseok.
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Ancestral Worship2.A-7

Because Confucianism was the founding philosophy of the Joseon Dynasty, ancestor worship held

a high priority among the activities of the kingdom. Consequently, everyone from the king and

nobles down to ordinary men and women considered ancestral rites as sacrosanct and devoted

themselves to conducting them.  

In accordance with the principles found in Yegi, (禮記, Li Chi in Chinese), (Record of Rites), the

royal ancestral shrine (*Jongmyo) was built to the left of the main palace (i.e., Gyeongbokkung),

and the altar to the state deities (Sajikdan) to the right. The royal shrine housed memorial tablets to

the deceased kings and queens and was the site of regular rites to honor them. The altar on the right

was for worship of the gods of earth and of the five grains to guarantee their guardianship over the

country and to ensure an abundant harvest.

The state ancestral rites at the Royal Tombs refer to the rites offered to the former kings and

queens. These rites were also known as gillye (auspicious rites) among five rites, with the other four

being hyungnye (funeral), binnye (treating guests), gunnye (rites in the army), and garye (happy events).

These auspicious rites were of two types. First, sokjeolje was observed in each tomb on the prescribed

days of each season, namely New Year’s Day, Hansik (April 5 or 6, according to the solar calendar),

Dano (the fifth of the fifth month of the lunar calendar), Chuseok (the Full Moon Festival), Dongji (the

winter solstice), New Year’s Eve, and Choengmyeong (the clear and balmy season; about April 5). The

second type of gillye rites, gisinje, commemorated the day when a king or a queen died. According to

* ‘Jongmyo’ UNESCO designated Jongmyo as a World Heritage Site in 1995; Jongmyojerye and Jongmyojeryeak were designated in 2001 as

Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity.

Artistic values

Symbolic values

Materials and size

History/Record 

Conservation

The stone objects associated with Joseon Royal Tombs were repeatedly created and placed following 
established patterns for more than five centuries and thus represent a sort of artistic genre of their own.

The color and the feel of the granite used for the objects create a subtle and mysterious presence.

The human images among the objects have oversized heads to convey an implicit message that the royal tomb 
plays a role as protector of the kingdom.

The stone objects are highly stylized. The boldness of this simplification, in combination with their typical square
pillar shapes, makes them at once both aesthetically solemn and awe-inspiring. 

The facial expressions of the stone tigers are humorous, similar to those depicted in the folkloric paintings of Korea.

Each of the stone objects placed throughout a tomb site has some symbolic meaning associated with it. 

The objects are arranged according to a strict pattern that represents their symbolic values. 

Because they were made of granite, these objects have endured, unlike others built with marble, limestone,
sandstone, or volcanic rocks.

The reasonable size and scale of tomb construction reflects the kings°Ø concern that their subjects should not
be inconvenienced.

When compared with similar objects in other counties, some of the images of civil and military officials rank
among the largest known to exist.   

All procedures involved in tomb construction are preserved in both writing and pictures.

Various records relating to the tombs have been preserved, including books of rules, historical annals, and
literary collections.  

Despite two major wars over 600 years, the stone objects are well-preserved.
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Munheonbijo, an ancient book that describes the present and the past customs of the kingdom, the

king who was to attend this sacrificial rite prepared himself both physically and mentally for five

days before his participation. For example, he avoided anything unclean and did not conduct any

meeting on the day of the rite.

Early in the Joseon Dynasty, gisinje was conducted according to Buddhist customs because of

Buddhism’s influence during the preceding Goryeo Dynasty. However, after 1433, during the reign of

Sejong, Confucian ceremonial rules were established and adopted as the criteria for all ritual services.

·Yejo, the Ministry of Rites, selects the officiants.

·The king and nobles purify their bodies and souls before an ancestral rite.

Preparation Worship - Royal Palace

·The king leaves the palace in a procession to a royal tomb located on a hill.

·Before the ritual ceremony, jeonsagwan(an officiant, 典祀官)
and neungsa(tombkeeper, 陵祀) place ritual foods on the table. 

·Borne on a small palanquin, the king, prepared to conduct the ritual ceremony, 
arrives at the red spiked gate that marks the entrance to the graveyard. 

·Facing to the west, the king stands on panwi, the ceremonial dais in the T-shaped shrine.

Preparation Worship - Royal Tomb

·All the officiants bow four times in greeting to the ancestral spirits.  

·The officiants wash their hands and proceed to the assigned spots where they will stand.

·The officiants look at the wine offerings.  

·Incense is burned three times in worship of the spirits.  

·The first officiant (i.e., the king) offers the first cup of wine on the altar in front of the ancestral tablet

·A prayer is read.

·The second ritual officiant (i.e., yeongeuijeong, the first prime minister) offers 
the second cup of wine on the altar in front of the ancestral tablet.

·The third ritual officiant (i.e. jwaeuijeong, the second prime minister) offers 
the third cup of wine on the altar in front of the ancestral tablet. 

·All the officiants bow four times to bid farewell to the spirits. 

·The prayer paper is burned. 

·The king returns to the palace in a procession.

·The officiants remove the ritual food and utensils. 

Ancestral Worship

Scenes from the ritual ceremony
The ritual is conducted according to the strict ceremonial rules of Confucianism.

ⓒRoyal Family Organization
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Arrangement of the ritual table

Arrangement of dishes on the ritual table: When the ritual ceremony starts, the white paper wrapping of the dishes is
removed.

The ritual offering of food can be simplified in accordance with the type of ceremony involved.

Below is the standard arrangement of food, drink, and ceremonial items on the ritual table.

These rites at royal tombs were continued until well into the late Joseon period, and after

declaration of the Daehan Empire, they were conducted according to Daehan Yejeon (Revised Edition

of the Rites of the State). The rites were stopped under Japanese colonial rule and have been revived

today to preserve Joseon’s ritual culture.

Ancestral Tablet (신위, 神位)

ⓒRoyal Family Organization
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A royal tomb was considered both a sacred space where the deceased member of royalty would

“live” in the afterlife and the residence of dynasty-protecting ancestral spirits. For the next king and

his descendants, the tomb of their predecessor was a holy place where, while showing the utmost

courtesy based on filial piety, they reconfirmed their bloodline and their continuing status. Strict

conformance to the rules that governed the performance of various ceremonial rites ensured that the

ancestral spirits received their due respect and honor. 

In the Joseon era, these rites consisted of two categories, namely hyungnye (funeral rites) and gillye

(auspicious rites). Funeral rites began the moment a king or a queen died, and ended 27 months

later when damje (official ending ritual) was celebrated. In between were eight rituals that required

respect: seongbok (the fourth day after the death, which was when family members changed into

mourning clothes), barin (observed when the bier left the house), gyeonjeon (a rite held at the gate of

the house when the bier was about to leave the house), anneung (when the body of the deceased was

laid in state in the tomb), wuje (a sacrificial rite at the conclusion of a burial), jolgok (a sacrificial

ceremony performed within three months after wuje, sosang (a sacrificial rite on the first anniversary

of the death), and, finally, daesang (a sacrificial rite to mark the second anniversary of the death). The

royal tomb was constructed during the process of hyungnye.

The rules for performing these and Joseon’s other most important ceremonies, called The Five Rites

(orye, 오례, 五禮), were detailed in two books, the “Five Rites” chapter of Sejong Sillok (Annals

During the Reign of King Sejong) and Gukjo Oryeui (Five Rites of the State, which was published

during the reign of King Seongjong). Sejong Sillok referred to various ancient books dealing with

rites and courtesies, such as Koryo’s Sangjeong Gogeumye, (상정고금례, 詳定古今禮) (Prescribed Ritual

Texts of the Past and Present), China’s Jeonggwallye (貞觀禮), a book on how to conduct ceremonies

properly and Gaewollye (貞觀禮), a book on New Year’s rituals, and other related books from China’s

Sung (宋) and Ming (明) dynasties.   

The new king followed all the procedures specified in these books when he conducted the state

funeral of his deceased father. In addition, the palace scholars wrote various documents that sought

both to establish the sacredness of the royal ancestry and to bolster the deceased king’s historical

legacy. These writing took three forms: sillok (실록, 實錄, annals); uigwe (의궤, 儀軌, Records of State

Events); and neungji (능지, 陵誌, tomb records). Thanks to the survival of these documents through

several centuries, the ritual culture in the Joseon Dynasty and the history of its royal family can be

clearly understood. The Joseon Wangjo Sillok (Annals of the Joseon Dynasty), is the record of events

for 472 years (1392-1863), from the 1st King Taejo to the 25th King Cheoljong. The entries are

categorized under the reign of each king. Accounts of the royal tombs are also included in this

collection. As for uigwe, which documented major events in the royal family or in the kingdom, the

history of funeral activities is documented in three books of rules and records, namely Gukjangdogam

Uigwe (Record of the Office of State Funeral); Binjeondogam Uigwe (Record of the Queen’s Quarters);

and Salleungdogam Uigwe (Record of the Office of Royal Tombs). Lastly, writers of neungji wrote

The Records2.A-8
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rather extensively on matters related to the royal tombs, authoring the Revised Edition on the Five

Rites of the State, Preface to the Revised Edition on the Five Rites of the State and the Complement

to the Rivised Edition on the Five Rites of King Yeongjo period.

All of the above records related to the royal tombs are extant. (Refer to Appendix 4. Historic

Records and Documents)

Uigwe and other records
In the case of a state funeral, the Gukjangdogam (Office of State Funeral), the Binjeondogam (Office of the Mortuary), and
the Salleungdogam (Office of the Royal Tomb) were established temporarily. Each had its own uigwe, which detailed the
ritual ceremonial procedures each office should conduct.
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History and Development 2.B

History and Development of the Royal Tombs2.B-1

Royal tombs are both resting places of the royal family and a means to exhibit their stature and to

pray for their eternal life. They are expressions of the culture, art and technology of their time.

The Korean Peninsula is home to the Royal Tombs of the Silla Kingdom (57 BC -935), which were

inscribed on the World Heritage List in 2000, and the Tombs of Goguryeo (37 BC-668), which were

listed as World Heritage in 2004(DPRK). In the Joseon Dynasty (1392-1910), Korea’s 5,000-year

history of royal tomb architecture was completed.  

There are 40 Joseon Royal Tombs in the present-day Republic of Korea and two others in DPR

Korea. The tombs for kings who actually ruled, those posthumously named king, and their consorts

are called neung, reung, or leung, depending on phonetic variations. 

The oldest known tombs on the Korean Peninsula were built from the Stone Age to the Bronze

Age in the form of dolmen. During the Three Kingdoms Period, each kingdom of Goguryeo, Baekje

and Silla defined construction principles for tombs.

Goguryeo initially made stone tombs and then started to change to mud in the middle part of its

history. Stone tombs were built in the form of step pyramids, and mud tombs had underground

palaces as big and luxurious as real ones. Baekje (18 BC -660) built stone tombs and grave mounds.

Stones, mud, or bricks were used to make the chamber inside the grave mound. Silla (originally

named Seorabeol or Saro) was the kingdom that developed the tomb system unique to the Korean

Peninsula: the ground was dug out to make a wide hole, wood panels were placed inside the hole,

and the hole was filled with stones, and then the grave mound was made.

Map of the Korean Peninsula in different eras
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After Silla conquered the Goguryeo and Baekje kingdoms with the help of Tang (China) forces in

the 7th century, the Unified Silla Period ensued and Chinese style was absorbed; tombs faced south,

and the number of stone objects around the tombs increased. Unified Silla, however, developed its

own tomb characteristics as well: stone tigers were placed in the four directions, stone tables were

placed in front of the grave mound, and stone objects had features unique to the Unified Silla period.

Influenced by geomancy theories, Unified Silla began to make tombs not only on flat land, but also

on mountains. Unified Silla’s tomb-building principles were maintained through the subsequent

Goryeo and Joseon Dynasties.

During the Goryeo Dynasty (918-1392), tombs were built between mountain ridges with the stream

flowing from the west to the east, a characteristic that can be also found at the tombs of the Joseon

Dynasty. Although Goryeo tombs were on Unified Silla’s tomb-building principles, they adopted new

features as well. Mangjuseok (watch stone pillar), jangmyeongdeung (stone lantern), jeongjagak (T-shaped

shrine), and bigak (stele shed) were established for the first time. Tombs also became more delicate than

before with stone tigers, stone lions, and stone sheep surrounding the grave mound. Since the Royal

Tomb of King Gongmin was thought be the best and made close to the start of the Joseon Dynasty, the

tombs of the Joseon Dynasty adopted many characteristics of this tomb.

Joseon Royal Tomb construction was generally consistent throughout the dynasty’s more than 500-

year reign because it was based on Gukjooryeui, the Five Rites of State as well as Confucianism and

pungsu. The biggest difference between the tombs of Goryeo and Joseon was that the former were

built on the stone foundation with stone stairs, while Joseon Tombs were built on hills. Plus, the

burial area of Joseon Tombs was divided into three sections - burial, ceremonial, and entrance, and

the tombs had upper, middle, and lower platforms. Subtle differences in the displacement and

features of stone objects also appeared after Goryeo. 

Although the Joseon Royal Tombs were built based on established rules, some variations appeared in

accordance to the will of the buried king or the intentions of the descendants. For example, Sejo

ordered simplifications for his burial and this order was respected by his descendants. Also for those

who believed in Buddhism could have temples built near to protect the tombs. These guardian temples

can be seen in the case of Gaegyeongsa near Donggureung Cluster (E1), Bongseonsa near Gwangneung

Cluster (E4), Silleuksa near Yeongneung Cluster (E5), Bongeunsa near Seolleung Cluster (M1),

Yongjusa near Paju Samreung Cluster (W4), and Heungcheonsa of Jeongneung Cluster (M4).

There are five development phases of Joseon Royal Tombs.(Table 2-6.)

Table 2-6. Five phases of tomb development in Korea 

Phase

Phase 1

Phase 2

Phase 3

Phase 4

Phase 5

S/No.

01

05

08

28

34

Tomb’s Name

Geonwolleung

Hyeolleung

Gwangneung

Wolleung

Hongneung

Characteristics of Changes

Peflects the tomb building principles of the Gorueo Kingdom

Shows Josen’s own tomb building principes

Emphasizes geomancy principles

Reflects influences of newly-emerged realism

Built as an emperor’s tomb, not a King’s tomb, with the changed position of stone objects
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The first phase adheres to royal tomb style of the Goryeo Dynasty, although some changes in the

design of stone lanterns and in the use of octagonal stone pillars is apparent. The second phase shows

a break with the past as the Joseon Dynasty adopted its own funeral system on the basis of the Five

Rites of the State, which dealt with state protocol and etiquette. The third phase shows compliance

with King Sejo’s order for simplification of the royal tombs. In this phase, balustrades replaced stone

screens, and stone chambers were switched by chambers with plaster walls. The fourth phase,

marked by the reign of King Yeongjo, is distinguished by abolition of the practice of having scholars

occupy a platform higher than the one for soldier and reduction of the stone fixtures to life-size.

These changes were implemented according to the Sequel to the Five Rites of State and occurred

against the backdrop of the emergence of Confucianism’s new Pragmatic School. In the fifth phase

during the late Joseon Dynasty, the title of the ruler changed from king to emperor. The royal tombs

were transformed to reflect this new status. Changes included an increase in the number of stone

fixtures and new positions for them at the front of the platforms used for ancestral rites.
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Burial mound area of Geonwolleung (01)

ocated in the center of Donggureung Cluster (E1),

Geonwolleung (01) is the tomb of King Taejo (Yi

Seong-gye, 이성계, 李成桂, 1335-1408, r.1392-1398),

Joseon’s 1st monarch. Geonwolleung served as a model

for other Joseon Royal Tombs. Although Geonwolleung

followed the example of the tombs for King Gongmin

and Princess Noguk built with the most developed

tomb style of the Goryeo Dynasty, it also adopted

changes in the placement of stone objects and the

design of stone lantern. These changes heralded the

beginning of a new dynasty. 

As a great military official, Yi Seong-gye founded a

new dynasty in 1392 in Gaegyeong (now Gaeseong)

and ascended the throne. During his seven-year reign,

he moved the capital to Hanyang (now Seoul) and

decided Joseon would be the name of the new dynasty. 

King Taejo had two consorts: Queen Sinui and Queen

Sindeok. The tomb for his first consort, Queen Sinui, is

in DPR Korea, and the tomb for his second consort,

Queen Sindeok, is Jeongneung (02). Wishing to be

buried next to his second consort, King Taejo prepared

his burial site next to Queen Sindeok. However his son,

the third King Taejong, disobeyed his father’s will.

King Taejong had actively assisted King Taejo in

founding the new dynasty and had considered himself a

potential heir. However when Taejo appointed his half

brother Prince Uian, the son of Queen Sindeok, as the

crown prince, King Taejong led a coup that overthrew

his younger half brother and later on eventually took

the throne himself.  It was King Taejong that moved

Jeongneung to the outskirts of the capital and made

Geonwolleung on the present site against his father’s

will. The mound is covered with pampas grass instead

of sod, according to the will of King Taejo. The pampas

grass was from Hamheung, Hamgyeong-do, the

hometown of King Taejo.

Geonwolleung
(건원릉, 健元陵)

01/E11) 012)

Si 3) K 4)

*1) “01” means serial no and “E1” means cluster code.
2) “01” means that the tomb’s occupant is the first monarch of the Joseon Dynasty.
3) “Si” means a type of tomb.
4) “K” means that the tomb’s occupant is king.

L



111
Layout of Geonwolleung(01)
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Jeongneung
(정릉, 貞陵)

02/M4 01

Si Q11)

eongneung (02) is the tomb of King Taejo’s second

consort, Queen Sindeok (신덕왕후, 神德王后, ?~1396),

of the Kang family, who became queen upon the outset

of the Joseon Dynasty. After her sudden death, the king

named her burial site Jeongneung and said that he

would be buried next to her when he died. 

After King Taejong, the fifth son of King Taejo,

ascended the throne, Jeongneung was moved from

Hanyang (now Seoul) to the present site. In addition

Taejong’s mother, Queen Sinui, was declared as the only

queen and placed in Jongmyo, the Royal Ancestral

Shrine, and Queen Sindeok was demoted to concubine

status. That is why Jeongneung was ignored as if it

were just a commoner’s grave, not a royal tomb, for 260

years.

Taejong allowed house construction around the burial

zone and influential politicians used trees near

Jeongneung to build their luxurious residences.

Taejong also used the retaining wall and other stone

objects of Jeongneung for the reconstruction of the

Gwangtonggyo (bridge, now Gwanggyo) and the

construction of Taepyeonggwan (lodgings for Chinese

envoys). It was not until the 10th year of King

Hyeonjong’s reign (1669) that restoration efforts for

Jeongneung began.

Jeongneung (02)

Gwangtonggyo Bridge, in the Cheonggyecheon

stream Seoul. King Taejong used stone objects

from Jeongneung for the reconstruction of

the bridge when the tomb was moved.

*1) “Q1” means that the tomb’s occupant is Queen, King’s second consort.

J
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Heolleung
(헌릉,獻陵)

03/M2 03

Tw KQ1)

eolleung (03) is the tomb of King Taejong (태종,

太宗 , 1367~1422, r.1400-1418), Joseon’s 3rd

monarch, and Taejong’s consort, Queen Wongyeong

(원경왕후, 元敬王后, 1365~1420) from the Min

family. The two burial mounds of the king and the

queen are placed side by side on the same hill. There

is only one mangjuseok (watch stone pillar), but all of

the other stone objects are placed in two pairs,

following the example of Hyeolleung (현릉, 玄陵)

and Jeongneung (정릉, 正陵) of the Goryeo Dynasty.

As the fifth son of King Taejo and Queen Sinui,

Taejong helped his father found the Joseon Dynasty

and, accordingly, was given the title of Prince

Jeongan. He rose to the throne after defeating his

brothers in a fierce competition. Because the capital

was moved back to Gaegyeong during the reign of

Jeongjong, the second king, Taejong moved the

capital back to Hanyang again and consolidated

power. Queen Wongyeong helped her husband

ascend to the throne, but their relationship soured

after ascending the throne with troubles over his

concubines. Their trouble became worse when the

queen’s brothers were exiled and executed under the

pretext of banning royal in-laws from politics.

Heolleung(03)

* 1) “KQ” means that the tomb’s occupants are King and Queen.

H
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Yeongneung
(영릉,英陵)

04/E5 04

To KQ

eongneung (04) is the tomb of King Sejong (세종, 世
宗, 1397~1450, r.1418-1450), Joseon’s 4th monarch,

and Sejong’s consort, Queen Soheon (소헌왕후, 昭憲王
后, 1395~1446) from the Sim family. Both were buried

in the same burial mound, the first of its kind in the

Joseon Dynasty. As the third son of King Taejong,

Sejong was given the title of Prince Chungnyeong in

1408 and of crown prince in 1418 when Taejong’s first

son (Prince Yangnyeong) was abdicated for his

misbehavior. The 22-year-old Sejong ascended the

throne the same year he was named crown prince. He

ruled for 33 years and was revered for splendid

achievements. He invented the Korean script, Hangeul,

and promoted academic research by establishing the

Hall of Worthies (Jipyeonjeon) in the palace and

assigning prominent scholars to it. He also expanded

national territory by setting up the Four Outposts and

Six Garrisons. Agriculture, science and technology

made great advancement under his rule. Called Sejong

the Great, he was veritably the greatest of all rulers of

Joseon.

When Queen Soheon died in 1446, her tomb was

built to the west of Heolleung (03). King Sejong died

four years later. During the reign of King Sejo (Joseon’s

7th king), some argued that the original tomb site of

Yeongneung (04) was ominous, and therefore it should

be moved. This argument could not be accepted

because of opposition from Seo Geo-jeong, a scholar in

Joseon. It was not until 1469 during the reign of

Yejong, the 8th monarch that Yeongneung (04) was

moved to the present site in Yeoju-gun. The material of

the tomb chamber changed from stone to lime when it

was moved, according to the newly established Gukjo

Oryeui.Yeongneung (04) is the prime example that

shows the tomb architecture of the Joseon Dynasty. The

tomb followed the The Five Rites of State. The

retaining wall was decorated with only clouds and

carvings of animals of the Asian zodiac. According to

pungsu principles, the tomb is surrounded by four

mountains on the north, south, west, and east. From

the red spiked gate to the T-shaped shrine lies the

worship road. In front of the burial mound are two

stone tables for spirits showing that the tomb is for two

souls, not one. There are stone pillars placed on both

right and left sides. Two pairs of stone sheep and stone

tigers are also placed on both sides, facing outwards.

The north, west, and east sides of the tomb are

surrounded by low walls. There is a pair of stone images

of civil official on the middle platform and stone

military officials on the lower platform. Each of the

stone officials has a stone horse behind him

Yeongneung (04)

Y
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Hyeolleung
(현릉,顯陵)

05/E5 05

Ho KQ

yeolleung (05) is the tomb of King Munjong (문종,

文宗, 1414~1452, r.1450-1452), Joseon’s 5th monarch,

and Munjong’s consort, Queen Hyeondeok (현덕왕후,

賢德王后, 1418~1441) from the Gwon family. The

burial mounds of the king and the queen separated on

hills. 

At Hyeolleung, the king’s mound is protected with a

stone retaining wall and the queen’s mound is

surrounded by a stone guardrail. Also, bell and shield

image carvings are not used in the protective retaining

stone, and stone images of military and civil officials

look more foreign than those in other royal tombs.

As the first son of King Sejong and Queen Soheon,

King Munjong ascended the throne in 1450. He left

behind many achievements such as valuing public

opinions, giving fair treatment to military and civil

officials, and reforming the military system. However,

he was physically weak and died at the age of 39, after

occupying the throne for only 30 months.

With deep filial piety for his father, Munjong

designated his future burial site next to his father’s

tomb (Yeongneung, 04) before it was moved to Yeoju-

gun.

The site, however, was not ideal. It had too much

moisture as too many rocks, so Hyeolleung (05) was

relocated to its present site east of Geonwolleung (01).

Hyeolleung is the oldest tomb that was built according

to The Five Rites of State and Yeongneung was moved

from its original site.  

Before she was given the title of queen, Queen

Hyeondeok died from complications after givng birth

to her first son, King Danjong, and was buried in

Ansan-si, Gyeonggi-do. Upon her husband’s

enthronement, she was posthumously granted the title

of Queen Hyeondeok, and her tomb was given the

name of Soreung (소릉, 昭陵). When King Munjong

died in 1452, he was buried with his consort, the name

of the tombs was changed from Soreung to Hyeolleung

(05), and her tablet was taken to Jongmyo along with

her husband’s. But she was posthumously demoted, her

tablet was taken out of the shrine, and her tomb was

dug out in the third year of King Sejo’s reign (1457)

when Queen Hyeondeok’s family members

unsuccessfully tried to restore Danjong to the throne. It

was not until the 8th year of King Jungjong’s reign

(1513) that she recovered her title, her tablet taken

back to the shrine, and her tomb was again moved next

to her husband’s.

Burial mound area of Hyeolleung (05) 

H
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Jangneung
(장릉,莊陵)

06/E6 06

Si K

angneung (06) is the tomb of King Danjong (단종,端
宗, 1441~57, r.1452-1455), Joseon’s 6th monarch. As a

relatively small and simple royal tomb, Jangneung was

built in harmony with the natural terrain with its red

spiked gate and the T-shaped shrine placed on a curved

axis. At the tomb site, there is a stele for the tombstone

for Eom Hong-do, who took risks and secretly buried

Danjong’s body.

Danjong was the first son of King Munjong and

Queen Hyeondeok, who died after giving birth. He

became the crown prince in 1450 when his father rose

to the throne, and he ascended the throne upon his

father’s death. However, his uncle (Prince Suyang), who

became King Sejo, forced King Danjong from the

throne in 1455.  

When a plot to restore the dethroned boy-king was

detected, he was demoted, becoming “Prince Nosan”
and was exiled to Yeongwol-gun, a remote

mountainous area in Gangwon-do. After that, he was

demoted to commoner status and was sentenced to

death at the age of 17 in 1457. His body was thrown

away at the riverside, and Eom Hong-do, a local

resident, secretly buried his body. In 1698, King

Sukjong restored the ill-fated boy king’s title of

Danjong and his memorial tablet was enshrined in

Jongmyo, the Royal Ancestral Shrine. A royal tomb

was also built in the place where he was secretly buried,

and the tomb was given the name of Jangneung. The

tomb has pictorial records such as Jangjungdo (장중도,

莊中圖) and Jangneungdo (장릉도,莊陵圖), which show

that the burial zone has remained unchanged.

Jangneung (06)

Jangneungdo (장릉도, 莊陵圖)
The painting of the place of exile and tomb

of King Danjong. The painting shows that

the tomb of Danjong is surrounded by

mountains, making a propitious burial site.

The red spiked gate, stream, royal kitchen,

T-shaped shrine, stele shed, guards' house are

described in Jangneungdo, based on their real

position. Below Jangneung are two square

ponds, and beyond the mountain on the right

are the Bodeoksa and the Geummongam

(temple) designed to protect the tomb.

J
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Layout of Jangneung(06)



122

Sareung
(사릉,思陵)

07/E3 06

Si Q

areung (07) is the tomb of Danjong’s consort, Queen

Jeongsun (정순왕후,正順王后, 1440~1521) from the Song

family.  She was married to Danjong in 1454 but the next

year, after he was forced to abdicate, she was given the title

of Former Queen Uideok. In 1456 when the attempt to

restore Danjong to the throne failed, Queen Jeongsun was

demoted to a lower title. After her husband, also demoted

to “Prince Nosan,”was exiled, she had no choice but to

stay away from her beloved husband. She built the

Jeongeopwon (temple, now Cheongnyongsa) and prayed

for to be reunited but after his death led a life of mourning.

She lived during the reign of seven kings and died at the

age of 82 without children. King Jungjong held a

respectful funeral and buried her in the private family

burial site. In 1698, during the reign of King Sukjong,

Queen Jeongsun and her husband were given back the

titles of king and queen. Her memorial tablet was

enshrined at first in the Changgyeonggung (palace) and

then in the Jongmyo. She thought of her husband all

throughout her life and her tomb was given the name of

Sareung (07), in which the word“sa”means to think of. 

Sareung (07)

S
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Gwangneung
(광릉,光陵)

08/E4 07

Ho KQ

wangneung (08) is the tomb for King Sejo (세조, 世
祖, 1417~1468, r.1455-1468), Joseon’s 7th monarch,

and Sejo’s consort, Queen Jeonghui (정희왕후, 貞熹王
后, 1418~1483) from the Yun family. Their burial

mounds were placed on separate hills, the first such

arrangement during the Joseon Dynasty. According to

the will of King Sejo, the tomb was kept simple: the

chamber was made of lime, not stone, and there is only

stone guardrail without a stone retaining wall. Both

were a departure from standard tomb construction.

Gwangneung is so well protected that it is a paradise

for flora and fauna. Built in harmony with the natural

terrain, Gwangneung is a representative tomb of the

Joseon Dynasty.

Born as the second son of King Sejong, Sejo was given

the title of Prince Suyang in 1445. With voracious

ambition for power, he usurped the throne from his

nephew (King Danjong) in 1455. Despite his

dishonorable reputation, King Sejo had a host of

notable achievements, including strengthening the

military and compilation of state codes

(Gyeonggukdaejeon).

The strong-willed Queen Jeonghui encouraged her

husband to take away the throne from his nephew.

After her second son, Yejong, rose to the throne at the

age of 19, the queen acted as regent, a first in the

dynasty’s history. When Yejong died after just 14

months as king, the queen ordered Prince Ja-eulsan, the

13-year-old son of Deokjong, to ascend the throne.

Prince Ja-eulsan became King Seongjong and the queen

continued as his regent for seven years. 

The buffer zone of Gwangneung (08) is famous for its scenic beauty. Burial area of Gwangneung (08)

G
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Changneung
(창릉,昌陵)

09/W1 08

Ho KQ1

hangneung (09) is the tomb of King Yejong (예종,

睿宗, 1450~1469, r.1468-1469), Joseon’s 8th monarch,

and Yejong’s second consort, Queen Ansun (안순왕후,

安順王后, ?~1498) from the Han family. The mounds

of the king and the queen are placed on two separate

hills.

Yejong, the second son of King Sejo and Queen

Jeonghui, ascended the throne because his elder brother

(Deokjong) had died. With deep filial piety for his

father (Sejo), King Yejong grieved over his father’s

death and never fully recovered from his loss. He died

in 1469. Although he completed his father’s project of

compiling state codes, Gyeonggukdaejeon, King Yejong

could not promulgate it.

Changneung (09) with double mounds on separate hills

C



127
Layout of Changneung(09)



128

Gongneung
(공릉,恭陵)

10/W4 08

Si Q

ongneung (10) is the tomb of Yejong’s first consort,

Queen Jangsun (장순왕후, 章順王后, 1445~1461) from

the Han family.

She was the daughter of Han Myeong-hoe, who rose to

the highest civil servant ranking and was in the center

of political power. Due to her father’s influence, she

married Yejong when he was the crown prince. She died

from complications after giving birth before he

ascended to the throne. It is said that her father-in-law

(Sejo) adored her for her beauty and modesty. In the

first year of King Seongjong (1470), her tomb was

given the name of Gongneung, and she was

posthumously given the title of queen, and the name

Queen Jangsun.

Burial area of Gongneung(10)

G
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Seolleung
(선릉,宣陵)

11/M1 09

Ho KQ1

eolleung (11) is the tomb of King Seongjong (성종,

成宗, 1457~1494, r.1469-1494), Joseon’s 9th monarch,

and Seongjong’s second consort, Queen Jeonghyeon (정

현왕후, 貞顯王后, 1462~1530) from the Yun family.

The two burial mounds of the king and the queen are

placed on separate hills. Seolleung underwent

particularly tumultuous years. The tomb was excavated

during the Japanese invasion in 1592, T-shaped shrine

caught fire in 1625, and there was another fire in the

burial zone in 1626. Despite all the difficulties, stone

objects of Seolleung are praised for their delicacy.

Only two months after his birth, Seongjong lost his

father (Deokjong). After Yejong (Joseon’s 8th king)

died one year after his enthronement, Seongjong

ascended the throne in 1469 on the order of his

grandmother, Queen Jeonghui. During his reign,

dynastic systems were completed, and cultural activities

blossomed.

Queen Jeonghyeon was married to Seongjong in 1480

after the mother of Prince Yeonsan was expelled from

the palace. The son of Queen Jeonghyeon took the

throne away from Prince Yeonsan to become King

Jungjong.

Seolleung(11) also serves as an open space in the center of the metropolitan city.

S
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Sulleung
(순릉,順陵)

12/W4 09

Si Q

ulleung (12) is the tomb of Seongjong’s first consort,

Queen Gonghye (공혜왕후, 恭惠王后, 1456~1474) ,

from the Han family. Born as the fourth daughter of

Han Myeong-hoe, she is the younger sister of Queen

Jangsun. Sulleung is in front of Gongneung (10), the

tomb of Queen Jangsun. Since Queen Jangsun died as

crown princess and Queen Gonghye as queen, Sulleung

is decorated with more stone objects than Gongneung.

She was married to the second son of Deokjong in

1467. After Yejong (Joseon’s 8th king) died 14 months

after his enthronement, King Seongjong ascended the

throne and, accordingly, she became queen. At the

time, Yejong’s son was too young to rule the country,

and Deokjong’s first son was too ill to assume the

throne.

Although she had to live in the palace as a member of

the royal family at an early age, she was known for her

filial piety and good manners. Without children, she

died five years after she became queen.

Burial area of Sulleung (12)

S
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Jeongneung
(정릉,靖陵)

13/M1 11

Si K

eongneung (13) is the tomb of King Jungjong (중종,

中宗, 1488~1544, r.1506-1544), Joseon’s 11th

monarch. 

Born as the second son of King Seongjong, he became

Prince Jinseong and overthrew the reign of King

Yeonsangun to become king. During his reign, King

Jungjong tried to correct political wrongs and practice

wise politics, but constant factional strifes undermined

his endeavors. In 1544, King Jungjong died, and his

son ascended the throne to become King Injong. King

Injong buried his father in Goyang-si and named the

tomb Huireung (15) at first and later moved it to the

west of the tomb of the king’s second consort (Queen

Janggyeong). It was not until the 17th year of King

Myeongjong’s reign that the tomb of King Jungjong

was moved to the present site. 

Jeongneung(13) serves as a park for city local residents.

J
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Olleung
(온릉,溫陵)

14/W3 11

Si Q

lleung (14) is the tomb of Jungjong’s first consort,

Queen Dangyeong (단경왕후, 端敬王后, 1487~1557)

from the Sin family. A pair of stone sheep and stone

tigers protects the tomb, and in front of the tomb is

one stone table for spirits and a pair of stone pillars.

The burial mound is surrounded by low walls. On the

middle platform are stone images of civil official with

stone horses behind them. In the center of the middle

platform is the stone lantern.

When Jungjong ascended the throne after a coup,

Queen Dangyeong was invested as queen. However, she

was ousted out of the palace seven days later, because

her father (Sin Su-geun) was involved in a coup attempt

in which he was killed. She died childless at the age of

71 and was buried in the private burial site. In 1739,

King Yeongjo gave her the posthumous title of Queen

Dangyeong, and her tomb was named Olleung (14).

Yeongjo established more stone objects following the

examples of Jeongneung (02) and Sareung (07).

Jeongneung and Sareung are also the tombs for those

who were posthumously given the title of queen.

Olleung (14) is the prime example of the pungsu -based tomb building principles. Guardian mountains can be seen from the burial mound.

O
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Huireung
(희릉,禧陵)

15/W2 11

Si Q1

uireung (15) is the tomb of Jungjong’s second

consort, Queen Janggyeong (장경왕후, 章敬王后,

1491~1515) of the Yun family. The burial mound

followed the tomb style of the early Joseon period.

When Jungjong’s first consort, Queen Dangyeong,

was ousted, Queen Janggyeong was selected as queen in

1507. She, however, died of birth complications seven

days after she produced King Injong. Her tomb was

originally built to the west of Heolleung (03). In the

32nd year of Jungjong (1537), however, it was moved

to the present site. At the time, Kim An-ro, the son-in-

law of King Jungjong, argued that the original site was

ominous with big rocks beneath.

When Jungjong died in 1544, he was buried next to

the tomb of Queen Janggyeong, and the T-shaped

shrine was built between the king’s tomb and the

queen’s. At the time, both of the burial mounds were

collectively called Jeongneung (13). In 1562, however,

the king’s tomb was moved to the present site

according to the opinion of Queen Munjeong

(Jungjong’s third consort) and the queen’s tomb started

to be called Huireung.

Burial area of Huireung(15)

H
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Taereung
(태릉,泰陵)

16/M3 11

Si Q2

aereung (16) is the tomb of Jungjong’s third consort, Queen Munjeong (문정왕후,

文定王后, 1501~1565) from the Yun family.

When Queen Munjeong’s only son ascended the throne to become King

Myeongjong at the early age of 12, she acted as regent for eight years. She was in the

center of political events such as the massacre of literati (Eulsasahwa) in 1545,

imprisoning and killing many people. The queen also tried to promote Buddhism.

Queen Munjeong moved her husband’s tomb from Seosamneung Cluster (W2) to

where Jeongneung (13) is placed today, near Bongeunsa (temple). Having moved

King Jungjong’s tomb to the present site, she wanted to be buried next to him. Her

wish, however, did not come true since the site was vulnerable to floods. Her son,

King Myeongjong, gave his mother the posthumous title of Queen Munjeong and

named her grave Sinjeongneung. The tomb’s name, however, was changed to

Taereung (16).

The burial mound of Taereung (16) is protected by retaining stones, byeongpungseok and stone guardrails, nanganseok.

The spirit road from the north side of

the T-shaped shrine leads to the burial

mound in Taereung.

T
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142

Hyoreung
(효릉,孝陵)

17/W2 12

Tw KQ

yoreung (17) is the tomb for King Injong (인종, 仁
宗, 1515~1545, r.1544-1545), Joseon’s 12th monarch,

and Injong’s consort, Queen Inseong (인성왕후, 仁聖王
后, 1514~1577) from the Bak family. The two burial

mounds of the king and  queen are placed side by side

on the same hill. The king’s burial mound and the

queen’s mound were built in different styles: the king’s

burial mound is protected by retaining stones and the

queen’s by a stone guardrail. 

Only nine months after his enthronement, King

Injong made his will and died: he wanted to give the

throne to his half brother (King Myeongjong), and he

wanted to be buried next to his mother (Queen

Janggyeong) after a simple funeral. Injong’s tomb was

named Hyoreung meaning the “tomb of filial piety”.

Queen Inseong was buried to the east of Injong’s tomb.

Burial mound of Hyoreung (17)

H
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Gangneung
(강릉,康陵)

18/M3 13

Tw KQ

angneung (18) is the tomb of King Myeongjong (명

종, 明宗, 1534~1567, r.1545-1567), Joseon’s 13th

monarch, and Myeongjong’s consort, Queen Insun (인순

왕후, 仁順王后, 1532~1575) from the Sim family. The

burial mounds of the king and queen are adjacent on a

hill. Gangneung is placed 1 km east of Taereung (16),

the tomb of Myeongjong’s mother (Queen Munjeong).

Born as the second son of King Jungjong,

Myeongjong rose to the throne in 1545 when his half

brother (Injong) died. Enthroned at age 12, he was too

young to rule the country, and his mother acted as his

regent. When his mother died, Myeongjong was

devastated and fell ill. Although he tried to conduct

wise politics, the king died at the age of 34, only two

years after his mother’s death. 

When her husband died without an heir, Queen Insun

ordered the third son of Prince Deokheung to ascend

the throne. Prince Deokheung was the seventh son of

King Jungjong. The third son of Prince Deokheung

became King Seonjo. Since King Seonjo was too young

to rule the country, Queen Insun acted as his regent

until 1568. When she died, Queen Insun was buried

next to her husband.

Gangneung (18)

G
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Layout of Gangneung (18)
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Mongneung
(목릉,穆陵)

19/E1 14

Ho KQQ1

ongneung (19) is the tomb of King Seonjo (선조, 宣
祖, 1552~1608, r.1567-1608 Joseon’s 14th monarch),

Queen Uiin (의인왕후, 懿仁王后, 1555~1600, Seonjo’s

first consort) from the Bak family, and Queen Inmok

(인목왕후, 仁穆王后, 1584~1632, Seonjo’s second

consort) from the Gim family. The burial mounds of

the king and queens are placed on three separate hills.

The king’s burial mound is on the west side, his first

consort’s in the middle, and his second consort’s on the

east side. Flower designs found on the watch stone

pillars and the stone lantern had great influence on

stone objects of royal tombs thereafter.

Born as the third son of Prince Heungseon (King

Jungjong’s sevnth son), Seonjo was made Prince

Haseong and then ascended the throne in 1567 when

the dynasty’s 13th king, Myeongjong, died without an

heir. Having suffered two Japanese invasions in 1592

and in 1597, King Seonjo tried to lead a recovery but

natural disasters and political instability undermined

his endeavors.

The tombs were supposed to be built to the west of

Geonwolleung (01). But the site turned out to be

ominous, and Mongneung (19) was made on the

present site. Queen Uiin was buried in the third

mountain range from the east of Geonwolleung (01).

Prince Yeongchang, Queen Inmok’s only child, was

killed and she was locked in the Seogung. When King

Injo took the throne after a coup, she became grand

queen. Queen Inmok was buried in the fifth mountain

range from the east of Geonwolleung (01).

Burial mound of Mongneung (19) 

M
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Jangneung
(장릉,長陵)

20/W5 16

Tw KQ

angneung (20) is the tomb of King Injo (인조, 仁祖,

1595~1649, r.1623-1649), Joseon’s 16th monarch, and

Injo’s first consort, Queen Inyeol (인열왕후, 仁烈王后,

1594~1635) from the Han family. The king and the

queen are buried in the same burial mound. The tomb

was originally placed in the northern part of Paju-si,

but later moved to the present site. Stone objects of the

original tomb were modeled after those in

Geonwolleung (01). They included retaining stones, a

stone lantern, stone animals of the zodiac and cloud

images carved in relief. When the tomb was moved to

the present site, some of the stone objects such as the

stone table for spirits, the stone guardrail, and the stone

pillars were newly made. Consequently, Jangneung has

stone objects made in the 17th century along with

those made in the 18th.

Injo rose to the throne in 1623 when he overthrew the

ruling party and King Gwanghaegun in a coup. During

his reign, he had to leave the capital three times and

hide himself elsewhere to avoid internal and external

attacks. Between the complicated diplomatic situation

between the Ming and Qing dynasties of China, Injo

suffered the disgrace of capitulating to the Qing

Dynsaty and served it as the suzerain power. His two

sons, Crown Prince Sohyeon and the Prince Bongnim

(later King Hyojong) were held hostage. Queen Inyeol

gave birth to four sons, including King Hyojong. She

died of birth complications right after she produced her

fourth son. The king buried her in the northern part of

Paju-si and prepared his burial site next to hers. In the

seventh year of Yeongjo’s reign (1731), however,

damage to the tomb’s stone objects by wildlife

prompted the removal of the tomb to the present site.

Burial mound of Jangneung (20)

J
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Hwireung
(휘릉,徽陵)

21/E1 16

Si Q1

wireung (21) is the tomb of Injo’s second consort,

Queen Jangnyeol (장렬왕후,莊烈王后, 1624~88).

In 1651, two years after King Injo died, she was given

the name of Jaui from King Hyojong and called Former

Queen Jaui. Ten years later, when Hyojong died, she

became grand queen. In the 14th year of Sukjong, Queen

Jangnyeol died childless and was buried west of

Geonwolleung (01). She lived during the reign of four

kings, including Injo, Hyojong, Hyeonjong, and

Sukjong. 

Hwireung (21)

Low walls at the back of the tomb have slight height differences matching
the natural contour.

H
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Yeongneung
(영릉,寧陵)

22/E5 17

Ver KQ

eongneung (22) is the tomb of King Hyojong (효종,

孝宗, 1619~1659, r.1649-1659), Joseon’s 17th

monarch, and Hyojong’s consort, Queen Inseon (인선왕

후, 仁宣王后, 1618~1674) from the Jang family. Their

burial mounds are placed in a vertical line on the same

hill. The tomb of the king was originally built west of

Geonwolleung (01). In 1637, however, it was moved to

the present site in Yeoju-gun. The next year, the

queen’s burial mound was built below the king’s.

Born as the second son of King Injo, Hyojong and his

elder brother (Crown Prince Sohyeon) were taken to

Qing (China) as hostages during the war between

Joseon and Qing. His elder brother returned home but

met a sudden death. Hyojong then returned and

became crown prince. When King Injo died in 1649,

Hyojong ascended the throne. During his reign, King

Hyojong made a series of achievements such as

alleviating the tax burden, reforming the currency

system, and improving agricultural productivity. 

He also tried to expand the dynasty’s territory

northwards, but he died in 1659 at 41 before his dream

was realized. For eight years Queen Inseon lived with

Hyojong in Qing(China), and gave birth to a son, King

Hyeonjong. When her husband rose to the throne, she

became queen.

Yeongneung(22) 

Y
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Sungneung
(숭릉,崇陵)

23/E1 18

Tw KQ

ungneung (23) is the tomb of King Hyeonjong (현종,

顯宗, 1641~74, r.1659-1674), Joseon’s 18th monarch,

and Hyeonjong’s consort, Queen Myeongseong(명성왕

후, 明聖王后, 1642~83) from the Gim family. The two

burial mounds of the king and queen are placed side by

side on the same hill.

As the first son of King Hyojong, Hyeonjong was

born when his father was held hostage in Qing (China).

He became grand prince in the 27th year of Injo (1649)

and ascended the throne in 1659. During his reign,

King Hyeonjong made efforts to re-establish the

dynasty’s ruling system damaged by the two Chinese

invasions.

The King also strengthened the military and

stabilized financial conditions by issuing currency,

which secured government budgets and helped

ordinary people improve their livelihood. 

Queen Myeongseong gave birth to King Sukjong,

Princess Myeongseon, Princess Myeonghye, and

Princess Myeongan. She was buried next to his

husband.

Sungneung (23)

S
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Myeongneung
(명릉,明陵)

24/W1 19

Tw/Si KQ1Q2

yeongneung (24) is the tomb of King Sukjong (숙

종, 肅宗, 1661~1720, r.1674-1720, Joseon’s 19th

monarch) ,  Queen Inhyeon (인현왕후 , 仁顯王后 ,

Sukjong’s second consort) from the Min family, and

Queen Inwon (인원왕후, 仁元王后, Sukjong’s third

consort) from the Gim family. The burial mounds of

the king and his second consort are placed side by

side on the same hill, and the burial mound of the

king’s third consort is placed beside them on the

different hill. The stone objects of Myeongneung

were reduced to the real size. The stone lantern is

smaller than those in other royal tombs.

During the reign of King Sukjong, Joseon suffered

from the most tumultuous political fights in the

dynasty ’s history, but the king success ful ly

strengthened royal power and reformed the social

system. The burial grave of Sukjong’s first consort is

separately formed in Seooreung Cluster (W1). King

Sukjong also had two concubines, including Heebin

the mother of King Gyeongjong, and Sukbin the

mother of King Yeongjo.

Queen Inhyeon was selected as Sukjong’s second

consort in 1681. A plot by Heebin (concubine of

Sukjong) forced the queen to abdicate, but her title

was later restored. Queen Inhyeon died for reasons

unknown in the 26th year of King Sukjong’s reign.

Queen Inwon was selected as Sukjong’s third consort

in 1702 and died in 1757.

Myeongneung (24) 

M
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Ingneung
(익릉,翼陵)

25/W1 19

Si Q

his is the tomb of Sukjong’s first consort, Queen Ingyeong

(인경왕후,仁敬王后, 1661~80) from the Gim family. The T-

shaped shrine of Ingneung is bigger than those in other royal

tombs, and it has a half-gabled roof, not the commonly used

gabled roof. What is notable about Ingneung is that it has

slow rising stairs on the worship road. 

Queen Ingyeong was selected as crown princess in 1670 and

became queen in 1674 when her husband ascended the

throne. She died of smallpox at age 20.

The objects from the worship road to the T-shaped shrine in Ingneung (25) are put on a slop without changing natural terrain.

T
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Uireung
(의릉,懿陵)

26/M5 20

Ver KQ1

ireung (26) is the tomb of King Gyeongjong (경

종, 景宗, 1688~1724, r.1720-1724), Joseon’s 20th

monarch, and Gyeongjong’s second consort, Queen

Seonui (선의왕후, 宣懿王后, 1705~1730) from the

Eo family. The burial mounds are aligned vertically

on a  same hi l l .  This  tomb style  i s  shared by

Yeongneung (22). Uireung deteriorated and the

Cultural Heritage Administration began a 10-year

project to restore its original state.

Born as the son of King Sukjong and his concubine

(Heebin), King Gyeongjong was weak and childless.

Only two months  a f ter  his  enthronement,  he

se lected his  hal f  brother  as  crown pr ince ,

exacerbating political conflicts, which led to large-

scale jailing. When he died in 1724, the king was

buried in the Cheonjangsan (mountain) in Yangju-

si, and her tomb was named Uireung (26). When

Gyeongjong ascended the throne, his wife was

invested as Queen Seonui. She was said to be very

kind-hearted. Queen Seonui died childless. 

Uireung (26)

U
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Hyereung
(혜릉,惠陵)

27/E1 20

Si Q

yereung(27) is the tomb of Gyeongjong’s first

consort, Queen Danui (단의왕후, 端懿王后, 1686~1718)

from the Sim family. The tomb is simple and modest:

both the burial zone land, and stone objects are

relatively small.

According to records, Queen Danui took good care of

the ill crown prince and royal seniors. When she died in

the 44th year of Sukjong’s reign, she was buried to the

east of Sungneung (23). After Gyeongjong’s

enthronement, she was given the posthumous title of

Queen Danui.

Hyereung (27)

H
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Wolleung
(원릉,元陵)

28/E1 21

Tw KQ1

olleung (28) is the tomb of King Yeongjo (영조,

英祖 , 1694~1776, r.1724-1776), Joseon’s 21st

monarch, and Yeongjo’s second consort, Queen

Jeongsun (정순왕후, 貞純王后, 1745~1805) from the

Kim family. Their burial mounds are placed side by

side on the same hill. King Yeongjo has special

interests in tomb architecture. He compiled Gukjo

Sangryebopyeon (the Revised Edition of State Funerals)

detailing how the nation’s ritual ceremonies should

be conducted. Stone objects faithfully followed the

rules of Gukjo Sangryebopyeon. In Wolleung, stone

military and civil officials are placed on the same

plat form.  There  are  reta ining stones  but  no

guardrail. One stone table for spirits is placed in the

middle of the burial mound area. The stone lantern

is not rectangular, but octagonal.

Enthroned in 1724, King Yeongjo stayed on the

throne for 52 years, the longest serving king in the

dynasty’s history. During his reign, King yeongjo

made remarkable achievements such as uprooting

factional conflicts and easing the people’s  tax

burden. Although King Yeongjo survived fierce

political fights, his son (Crown Prince Sado, Jangjo)

fell victim to factional conflicts. Yeongjo wanted to

be buried next to his first consort, but his grandson

(King Jeongjo) made Yeongjo’s tomb on the second

mountain range from the west of Geonwolleung (01)

and called it Wolleung.

At the age of 15, Queen Jeongsun was married to

66-year old Yeongjo. She played a role in the death

of Crown Prince Sado and acted as regent for King

Sunjo, wielding great political influence. Queen

Jeongsun died childless and was buried next to King

Yeongjo.

Burial mound area of Wolleung (28)

W
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Hongneung
(홍릉,弘陵)

29/W1 21

Si Q

ongneung (29) is the tomb of Yeongjo’s first

consort, Queen Jeongseong (정성왕후, 貞聖王后,

1692~1757) from the Seo family. Hongneung was

supposed to house two burial mounds, but only the

queen’s mound was made. It is the only Joseon Royal

Tomb that faces north. King Yeongjo was buried with

his second consort, Queen Jeongsun.

King Yeongjo wrote in the biography for Queen

Jeongseong that she did never lose her smile and never

became lazy during her 43-year royal life.

Hongneung (29) was supposed to house two burial mounds, but the burial mound for the king was not made.

H
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Geolleung
(건릉,健陵)

30/W7 22

To KQ

eolleung (30) is the tomb of King Jeongjo (정조, 正
祖, 1752~1800, r.1776-1800), Joseon’s 22nd monarch,

and Jeongjo’s consort, Queen Hyoui (효의왕후, 孝懿王
后, 1753~1821) from the Gim family. They are

together in the same burial mound. Geolleung(30) was

originally placed east of Yungneung of Prince Sado.

The king and queen were placed together when the

tomb was relocated to its present site.

As the son of Prince Sado (Jangjo), Jeongjo was

selected as grand prince at the age of eight. During his

24-year reign, King Jeongjo had major achievements in

eliminating factional fights, boosting academic

research, and building the Suwon Hwaseong Fortress.

Above all, his deep filial piety was widely praised. From

day one of his enthronement, King Jeongjo did

whatever he could for his father who faced a tragic

death. King Jeongjo tried to move the capital to Suwon

in order to build a new country and put an end to the

factional disputes that took away his father’s life. Queen

Hyoui also was known for her filial piety; she did her

best in taking care of her mother-in-law. When Sunjo

ascended the throne in 1800, she was given the title of

former queen. She died childless at 69. Her tomb was

originally named Jeongneung (정릉, 靜陵), but the

name has not been used since her tomb was combined

with Jeongjo’s tomb.

Entrance area Geolleung (30)

G
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Illeung
(인릉,仁陵)

31/M2 23

To KQ

lleung(31) is the tomb of King Sunjo (순조, 純祖,

1790~1834, r.1800-1834), Joseon’s 23rd monarch, and

Sunjo’s consort, Queen Sunwon (순원왕후, 純元王后,

1789~1857) from the Kim family. The two bodies of

the king and the queen are buried in the same burial

mound. After King Sunjo (the second son of King

Jeongjo) ascended the throne at the age of 11, Queen

Jeongsun (the second consort of King Yeongjo) acted as

his regent. From then on, the queen’s political influence

grew stronger, undermining Sunjo’s efforts to reform

politics: the state examination system was corrupted;

government’s positions were traded for money; and

popular uprisings frequently took place. At this time,

the suppression of Christianity started in earnest. The

tomb of King Sunjo was originally built east of

Jangneung (20), but moved to where it is now in the

7th year of Cheoljong’s reign (1856) The move was

carried out as the original site was thought to be

ominous.

Queen Sunwon was married to King Sunjo in 1802.

When her grandson (King Heonjong) rose to the

throne at the age of eight, she acted as his regent. She

also acted as regent for King Cheoljong, Joseon’s 25th

king. Queen Sunwon died in 1857 and was buried

Burial mound area of Illeung (31)

I
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Gyeongneung
(경릉,景陵)

32/E1 24

Tri KQQ1

yeongneung (32) is the tomb of King Heonjong (헌

종, 憲宗, 1827~1849, r.1834-1849, Joseon’s 24th

monarch), and Queen Hyohyeon (효현왕후, 孝顯王后,

1828~1843, Heonjong’s first consort) from the Kim

family, and Queen Hyojeong (효정왕후, 孝定王后,

1831~1904, Heonjong’s consort) from the Hong

family. The burial mounds of the king and two queens

are placed side by side on the same hill. On the west

side is King Heonjong's burial mound, in the middle

Queen Hyohyeon, and on the east side Queen

Hyojeong. This was in sharp contrast to China's burial

layouts. In China the burial mound of the king is

placed in the middle, and the queens’ on the sides. The

tomb style of Gyeongneung is the only of its kind in

Joseon's history. Stone images of military and civil

officials of Gyeongneung look delicate and real. As the

son of Munjo, Heonjong succeeded King Sunjo to

become king at the age of 8 and Grand Queen Sunwon

from the Kim family acted as his regent. From then on,

the Kim family’s political influence grew stronger. As a

result, the social system was corrupted and life of

ordinary people became harsh. During his reign, the

persecution of Christianity led to large-scale massacres.

King Heonjong died at 23 without an heir and was

buried west of Geonwolleung(01).

Queen Hyohyeon was married to King Heonjong in

1837 and died six years later. After Queen Hyohyeon’s

death, Queen Hyojeong was married to the king. In

1908, King Heonjong was posthumously given the

title of former emperor and Queen Hyohyeon and

Hyojeong the title of former empress.

Gyeongneung (32) 

G
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Yereung
(예릉,睿陵)

33/W2 25

Tw KQ

ereung (33) is the tomb of King Cheoljong (철종,哲宗,

1831~1863, r.1849-1863), Joseon’s 25th monarch, and

Cheoljong’s consort, Queen Cheorin (철인왕후, 哲仁王后,

1837~1878) from the Kim family. The two burial mounds

of the king and the queen are placed side by side on the

same hill. Yereung shows characteristics of emperor’s tomb

architecture. The T-shaped shrine became bigger; the

number of decorative tiles placed on the shrine’s roof ridge

was increased from three to five; the stone lantern was

located on the lower platform, giving more space in front of

the burial mounds; and the size of stone objects were made

big again after becoming smaller since Wolleung (28). As

the great-grandson of Prince Sado, King Cheoljong had

lived as a farmer in Ganghwado island. When King

Heonjong died without an heir, Queen Sunwon ordered his

enthronement, and he ascended the throne at the age of 19. 

Queen Sunwon, the consort of King Sunjo, acted as his

regent for three years. Later the queen’s family started to

wield political influence, and Cheoljong was a powerless

king. However his successor King Gojong built a grand

and luxurious tomb for him as a way to strengthen royal

authority. Securing invincible royal authority was also the

dream of King Gojong’s father, Regent Heungseon.

Queen Cheorin died in the 15th year of King

Gojong(1878) and was buried next to King Cheoljong.

Yereung (33)

Y
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Hongneung
(홍릉,洪陵)

34/E2 26

To KQ

ongneung (34) is the tomb of Emperor Gojong (고종황

제, 高宗皇帝, 1852~1919, r.1863-1907), Joseon’s 26th

monarch, and Gojong’s consort, Empress Myeongseong (명

성황후,明成皇后, 1851~1895) from the Min family. They

are buried in the same burial mound. Born as the second

son of Regent Heungseon, Gojong ascended the throne on

the order of Queen Sinjeong when Cheoljong died without

an heir. Queen Sinjeong, Ikjong’s consort, acted as his

regent, and Regent Heungseon took care of state affairs for

King Gojong. Empress Myeongseong married Gojong in

1866. Her family, the Mins, supported an open-door policy

as opposed to Regent Heungseon’s isolationism. Conflicts

between conservatives and progressives led to bloody

clashes among military and political factions. Along the

way, the Sino-Japanese war occurred, and the Japanese

invaded the royal palace and Empress Myeongseong was

brutally killed.

After demoting his consort to a commoner under the

pressure from Japan, Gojong restored the title of queen

later in the same year. He also built the royal tomb for her

near Sungneung (23), named the tomb Sukneung (肅陵),

and started the state funeral process for her. The state

funeral process, however, was brought to a halt when the

incumbent Cabinet lost its position. When he opened the

era of Daehan Empire and named the era Gwangmu,

Gojong named himself Emperor Gojong and his consort

Empress Myeongseong. He also finalized the state funeral

process for his consort and changed the name of her tomb

from Sukneung to Hongneung. When Emperor Gojong

died in 1907, he was buried in the present Hongneung

site, and his consort’s tomb was also moved to join him.

Hongneung(34)

H
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Yureung
(유릉,裕陵)

35/E2 27

To KQQ1

ureung (35) is the tomb of Emperor Sunjong (순종황

제, 純宗皇帝, 1874~1926, r.1907-1910, Joseon’s last

monarch), Empress Sunmyeonghyo (순명효황후, 純明孝
皇后, 1872~1904, the emperor’s first consort), and

Empress Sunjeonghyo (순정효황후 , 純貞孝皇后 ,

1894~1966, the emperor’s second consort). The

emperor and the empresses are buried in the same

burial mound. Born as the second son between Emperor

Gojong and Empress Myeongseong, Sunjong ascended

the throne in 1907 and named his era Yunghui. During

his reign, the Joseon Dynasty ended at the hands of the

Japanese, who colonized Korea. Emperor Sunjong lost

his status and died in 1926. On his funeral day, a

massive demonstration of the Korean people against

Japanese colonial rule took place. Empress

Sunmyeonghyo was invested as crown empress in 1897.

But she died before her husband rose to the throne and

was buried in Neung-dong, where the Children’s Grand

Park is located today. When Emperor Sunjong died, the

tomb was moved to where it is now.

Empress Sunjeonghyo became empress upon Sunjong’s

enthronement. Going through the agony of tragic

experiences of Japanese colonial rule, plunder, the

country’s liberation, and the Korean War, Empress

Sunjeonghyo resorted to Buddhism for comfort. She

died in 1966 at 72 and was buried together with

Emperor Sunjong.

Yureung (35)

Y
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Gyeongneung
(경릉,敬陵)

36/W1 ※1)

Ho KQ

yeongneung (36) is the tomb of King Deokjong (덕

종, 德宗, 1438~57) and Deokjong’s consort, Queen

Sohye (소혜왕후, 昭惠王后, 1437~1504) from the Han

family. Deokjong is the father of King Seongjong and

posthumously entitled king. The two burial mounds of

the king and the queen are placed on two separate hills.

Born as the first son of King Sejo, Deokjong became

crown prince in 1455, but he died at 20. Queen Sohye

was the only queen dowager of Joseon who was never a

queen consort. Known for her intelligence, Queen

Sohye compiled Naehun, manners for women. She is

said to have died from the shock of being hit by her

grandson (King Yeonsangun) after she scolded him for

attempting to avenge his ousted mother. 

Unlike other royal tombs, Gyeongneung has the

king’s tomb on the east side and the queen’s on the

west. Unlike the queen’s tomb, Deokjong’s tomb did

not follow the architecture principles for royal tombs

because he was posthumously given the title of king.

T-shaped shrine of Gyeongneung (36) 

G

“※” means the King given the title of King posthumously.
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Layout of Gyeongneung (36)
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Jangneung
(장릉,章陵)

37/W6 ※1)

Tw KQ

angneung (37) is the tomb of King Wonjong (원종,

元宗, 1580~1619) and Wonjong’s consort, Queen

Inheon (인헌왕후, 仁獻王后, 1578~1626) from the

Gu family. The two burial mounds of the king and

the queen are placed side by side on the same hill.

Was known Wonjong is King Injo’s father and

posthumously gained the title of king. There is no

stone guardrail or retaining stones. The stone

lantern is octagonal and has luxurious carvings.

Wonjong for his handsome appearance, careful

attitude, filial piety, and brotherly love. Prince

Jeongwon was adored by King Seonjo.  Prince

Jeongwon was originally buried in Gokchon-ri,

Yangju-gun. When Injo ascended the throne, his

tomb was upgraded to won. King Injo moved his

father’s tomb to the present site in 1627, and in

1632 gave his father the posthumous title of King

Wonjong and named his tomb Jangneung.

Queen Inheon died at 49 in 1626, she was buried

on the  present  s i te ,  and her  tomb was  ca l led

Yukgyeongwon (육경원, 毓慶園). Later, when her

husband’s tomb was moved to the present site, the

tombs of the king and the queen were collectively

called Heunggyeongwon (흥경원, 興慶園), before

being named Jangneung.

Burial mound area of Jangneung (37)

J

“※” means the King given the title of King posthumously.
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Yungneung
(융릉,隆陵)

38/W7 ※

To KQ

ungneung (38) is the tomb of King Jangjo (장조, 莊
祖 , 1735~1762) and Jangjo’s consort, Queen

Hyeongyeong (1735~1815). Jangjo is King Jeongjo’s
father and was posthumously given the title of king.

The two bodies of the king and the queen are buried in

the same burial mound.

After his first son died young, King Yeongjo had

Prince Jangheon when he was over 40. Jangheon was

invested as crown prince at the age of two. When the

crown prince started to deal with state affairs on behalf

of his father, he stood in the midst of violent political

strifes. In the end he was tragically killed by his father,

King Jeongjo, by being locked in a rice chest. Later

Yeongjo deeply regretted this and gave his son the

posthumous name of Sado (사도, 思悼) meaning “to

think and to mourn”. King Yeongjo gave his dead son

the posthumous name of Sado (사도, 思悼) meaning

“thinking about the crown prince”.  The tomb of

Prince Sado was originally placed in Yangju-gun.

When Jeongjo (Jangjo’s son) ascended the throne, the

king moved his father’s tomb to the present site and

named the tomb Yungneung. The king also gave his

father the posthumous name of Jangheon. During the

reign of King Gojong, Prince Jangheon and his consort

were upgraded to the state of king and queen. 

Yungneung (38)

A pond placed within the tomb grounds for pungsu purposes. 

Y
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Yeongneung
(영릉,永陵)

39/W4 ※

Tw KQ

eongneung (39) is the tomb of King Jinjong (진종,眞
宗, 1719~1728) and Jinjong’s consort, Queen Hyosun

(효순왕후, 孝純王后, 1715~1751). Jinjong is King

Jeongjo’s uncle and was posthumously given the title of

king. The burial mounds of the king and queen are

placed side by side on the same hill. Yeongneung (39)

is simple: there are no stone guardrail, protective

retaining stones, and stone figures of civil officials.

Jinjong was selected as crown prince in 1725 at age

seven, but died three years later. He was given the

posthumous name of Hyojang. After the tragic death of

Prince Sado, King Yeongjo ordered the adoption of the

first son of Prince Sado by Prince Hyojang and his

enthronement as the next king. The adopted son is

King Jeongjo. When Jeongjo ascended the throne, he

elevated his stepfather’s status.

Jinjong’s consort was also given the title of Queen

Hyosun when Jeongjo rose to the throne.

Yeongneung (39)

Y
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Sureung
(수릉,綏陵)

40/E1 ※

To KQ

ureung (40) is the tomb of King Munjo (문조, 文祖,

1809~1830) and Munjo’s consort, Queen Sinjeong (신

정왕후, 神貞王后, 1808~1890) from the Jo family.

Munjo is King Heonjong’s father and posthumously

gained the title of king. The two bodies of the king and

queen are buried in the same burial mound.

As crown prince, Munjo started to deal with state

affairs and tried to implement wise politics. He

employed talented officials regardless of their

background, very carefully meted out punishments, and

implemented policies in favor of the public. Munjo,

however, died young at the age of 22 and was originally

buried to the east of Uireung (26). After the tomb was

moved to Yangju-si in 1846, it was moved again to the

present site in 1855 during the reign of Cheoljong.

When Munjo’s son (King Heonjong) ascended the

throne, the king upgraded his father’s status to Ikjong.

Until she died at the age of 83, Queen Sinjeong

wielded great political influence. When her husband

was given the name of Ikjong she became former queen;

and when King Cheoljong died without an heir she

became grand queen. Queen Sinjeong cooperated with

Regent Heungseon, making his son to become Joseon’s

26th king and acting as his regent.

Burial Mound of Sureung (40)

S
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Choosing a site for a royal tomb and building it were not

easy tasks. Once the site for a royal tomb was selected,

everything was cleared away, even existing tombs and homes.

The wide area surrounding the burial site considered sacred

zone, and no construction activity was allowed in that area.

After the royal tomb was built, many people were mobilized for

its management.

Some of the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty stand alone

while others are clustered. The following is the history and

change of clustered royal tombs.

2.B-2

As the biggest clustered tomb site, Donggureung Cluster

(E1) is home to the tombs of 19 kings and queens. The word

Donggureung (동구릉, 東九陵) means the “nine royal tombs in

the eastern part of the capital”. When the founder of the Joseon

Dynasty (Yi Seong-gye) died in 1408, King Taejong ordered to

find an auspicious burial site in Paju-si and Goyang-si, and the

present Donggureung Cluster site was selected. The formation

of Donggureung Cluster took place all throughout the whole

Joseon Dynasty. It was not until 1866 when the ninth tomb

(Sureung (40), tomb of King Munjo) was made that the name

of this clustered tomb site was determined as Donggureung

Cluster. It was previously called Dongoreung (동오릉, 東五陵,

meaning of the five royal tombs) or Dongchilleung (동칠릉, 東
七陵, meaning of the seven royal tombs).

Donggureung Cluster is an important cultural asset that

shows all the changes in tomb architecture made throughout

the Joseon Dynasty. It is also a significant cultural property that

shows Joseon’s culture for ritual ceremonies that had been

maintained throughout the dynasty; each royal tomb has a fixed

date for a ritual ceremony. Known for rich forests and clean

stream well protected since its formation, Donggureung

Cluster is also valuable for its scenic beauty.

Donggureung Cluster (E1)

*Thus the next logical step is for the computing and communications industries to work together 
to provide wireless access to omputing devices.

Aerial photograph of Donggureung Cluster (E1)
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Hongyureung Cluster (E2) consists of Hongneung (34, tomb of Emperor Gojong and Empress

Myeongseong) and Yureung (35, tomb of Emperor Sunjong, Empress Sunmyeonghyo, and Empress

Sunjeonghyo). They are collectively called Hongyureung Cluster. Hongyureung Cluster is the latest

clustered tomb site in the history of the Joseon Dynasty. Ancestral ceremonies for the royal family

members of the Joseon Dynasty had been held here up until recently.

Hongyureung Cluster (E2)

*Thus the next logical step is for the computing and communications industries to work together 
to provide wireless access to omputing devices.

Aerial photograph of Hongyureung Cluster (E2)
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Aerial photograph of Seolleung Cluster (M1)
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Yeongneung Cluster (E5)

In Yeongneung Cluster (E5) are Yeongneung (04, tomb of King Sejong and Queen Soheon) and

Yeongneung (22, tombs of King Hyojong and Queen Inseon). They are collectively called

Yeongneung Cluster. Yeongneung Cluster is known for faithfully reflecting geomancy principles.

The clustered tomb site is also famous for accommodating the tomb of Korea’s most respected ruler

in history, King Sejong, attracting many visitors.

Seolleung Cluster (M1)

In Seolleung Cluster (M1) are Seolleung (11, tombs of King Seongjong and Queen Jeonghyeon)

and Jeongneung (13, tomb of King Jungjong). They are collectively called Seolleung Cluster.

Seolleung Cluster is well protected by the government management and provides valuable greenery

to Seoul citizens.
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Heolleung Cluster (M2)

Heolleung Cluster (M2) consists of

Heolleung (03, tomb of King Taejong and

Queen Wongyeong) and Illeung (31, tomb of

King Sunjo and Queen Sunwon). They are

collectively called Heolleung Cluster.

Aerial photograph of Heolleung (03) in Heolleung Cluster

197



Aerial photograph of Gangneung (18) in Cluster

198
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Seooreung Cluster (W1)

The word Seooreung, means the “five royal tombs in the western part of the capital”. As the second

largest clustered tomb site, Seooreung Cluster (W1) is home to five kings and queens, two crown

princes and a royal family member. In Seooreung Cluster are Changneung (09, tomb of King Yejong

and Queen Ansun), Myeongneung (24, tombs of King Sukjong, Queen Inhyeon, and Queen Inwon),

Ingneung (25, tomb of Queen Ingyeong), Hongneung (29, tomb of Queen Jeongseong),

Gyeongneung (36, tomb of King Deokjong and Queen Sohey), Sunchangwon (tomb of Prince Sunhoe

and his spouse), Sugyeongwon (tomb of the mother of Posthumous king Jangjo), and Daebinmyo

(tomb of the mother of King Gyeongjong). Placed in the northwestern part of Seoul, Seooreung

Cluster has a few military facilities on the site, but the government plans to relocate these facilities.

Taereung Cluster (M3)

Taereung Cluster (M3) consists of Taereung (16, tomb of Queen Munjeong) and Gangneung (18,

tomb of King Myeongjong and Queen Insun). They are collectively called Taereung Cluster. A

shooting range and sports training center were built in Taereung Cluster, damaging the landscape of

the site. But the restoration plan by the government is now underway.

Seosamreung Cluster, meaning the “three royal tombs in western part of the capital,” is home to

the largest number of tombs for royal family members. There are three royal tombs plus tombs for

crown princes and other members of the royal household.

Huireung (15, tomb of Queen Janggyeong) was the first to be built on the site. Political conflicts

forced removal from its original location, next to Geonwolleung (01), and relocation at Seosamreung

Cluster. Hyoreung (17), the second to be made in 1545, was the tomb of King Injong and 10 years

later, the tomb of Queen Inseong. Yereung (33) was the last to be built. King Cheoljong in 1865,

Queen Cheorin in 1878. From that moment on, the name of Seosamreung Cluster has been

used.Seosamreung Cluster also contains Sogyeongwon (tomb of Prince Sohyeon), Uiryeongwon

(tomb of Prince Uiso, the son of Posthumous King Jangjo), Hyochangwon (tomb of Prince Munhyo,

the son of King Jeongjo), Hoemyo (tomb of Seongjong’s dethroned queen); 46 tombs for concubines,

princes, and princesses; and 54 taesils, placenta chambers. A livestock testing site and an agricultural

college were located near Seosamreung Cluster. There are also golf courses built as a public profit

making project. However, restoration plans had been already drafted.

Seosamreung Cluster (W2)

Paju Samreung Cluster (W4)

In Paju Samreung Cluster (W4) are Gongneung (10, tomb of Queen Jangsun), Sulleung (12, tomb of

Queen Gonghye), and Yeongneung (39, tomb of posthumous King Jinjong and Queen Hyosun).
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* ‘Ikrang’ There is no definite term for this part of an object and the word ikrang was used in the papers by Lee Yeong and Choi Yun-hwa.

1) Characteristics and Changes of Style

a. Typologies of Jeongjagak  (T-Shaped Shrine) by times

Yungneung Cluster (W7)

Yungneung Cluster (W7) consists of Geolleung (30, tomb for King Jeongjo and Queen Hyoui) and

Yungneung (38, tomb of posthumous King Jangjo and Queen Hyeongyeong). They are collectively called

Yungneung Cluster).

Since Joseon Royal Tombs were constructed following the Confucian code of etiquette, only basic

objects necessary for ancestral rites and management of tombs were built. However, each object

underwent slight changes according to the times and circumstances.

History and Changes of Architectural structures2.B-3

The first is the general type. It was the most typical type shrine throughout the Joseon period,

and it first appeared in Geonwolleung (01). As to its layout, the main shrine building has three by

two bays (kan in Korean) to the front. The front building has a one by two bays. The second type of

shrine was the extended front building layout. In this style, the form of the main shrine building is

maintained and the side of the front building is extended from two-bay to three bays, conveying a

sense of depth. Not many tombs have this type of T-shaped shrines. The examples are Gwangneung

(08), Huireung(15), Taereung (16), Hyoreung (17), and Gangneung (18). Since the 1500s, only

extended front building T-shaped shrine was constructed at Yeongneung (22). A total of six

extended front building T-shaped shrines were built during the Joseon period. The third is the

extended main shrine building type. This type was the most common during the middle period of

Joseon (1674-1724). It evolved from the extended front building type. The side of the front

building is three-bay deep like extended front building type, but the front of main building has one

extended bay on its each side. The extended part of the main building is called *Ikrang, and they are

only supported by pillars without walls.Only four royal tombs are extended main building type -

Sungneung (23), Ingneung (25), Hwireung (21), and Uireung (26). In this type of shrine, the

architectural effect of a main shrine building was heightened. Although the size of a building

became larger, the interior space did not expand, because the extended parts are supported only by

pillars and are not blocked with walls.
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Different types of T-shaped shrine in different periods

Different plane figures of T-shaped shrine

Among the 40 Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty, 28 tombs belong to the general type.

Extended front building type (six tombs) accounts for 15% and extended main building type (four

tombs) accounts for 10%. As this information indicates, extended front building type and extended

main building type were exceptional cases. Also there are two Imperial Tombs, Hongneung (1919)

and Yureung (1926) constructed during the final period of the Joseon Dynasty, whose style is much

different from other Joseon Royal Tombs, accounting for 5% of Joseon’s Royal Tombs. General type

of T-shaped shrines maintained consistency in style, although there were some difference in their

foundations and ground porch. In all the general T-shaped shrines, the width of the main building’s

ground porch is the same as that of ground porch of front building. However, there are three types of

tombs in which the width of main building’s ground porch is not identical to that of front building’s

ground porch. First, some tombs lacked ground porches around the front building, in which the

width of the ground porch is the same as the width of the building itself -Sulleung (12) and Sareung

(07). Second, in some tombs the front building’s ground porch is shorter than the main building’s

ground porch. An example is Jangneung (06), the tomb of King Danjong, and also Sareung, the

tomb of Queen Jeongsun, consort of King Danjong. Therefore, it can be inferred that the tombs of

this type were constructed when the royal authority of the tomb occupant was undermined. In the

case of extended front building type and extended main shrine building type, all the ground porches

of the main buildings have the same width as those of front building, there were no cases in which

the width of ground porch became narrower.
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Changes in the platform of a T-shaped shrine’s baejeon.

From Hongneung (34), the layout of T-shaped shrine was changed from the T shape to I shape, or

“一” in Chinese. Its name was also changed to “chimjeon”, taking the pattern of Imperial Tombs since

King Gojong proclaimed himself to be an emperor after the name of the country was changed to

Daehan Empire from Joseon Dynasty. 

Chimjeon was derived from a term referring to the king’s quarters. The shape of roofs was changed

from gabled roof to hipped and gabled roofs. Its wind-protecting board disappeared and it is five-bay

wide by four-bay deep. The shape of ground porch, influenced by the styles of buildings, was

changed from the shape of “凸” to “ㅁ” shape, and its foundation was made of long granite pedestal

stones. The ground was covered with stone slabs and the position and number of stairs on ground

porch differed from those of the previous T-shaped shrine. There were two stairs on each side of

chimjeon and three stairs on its front. Also, a straight walkway was built from the chimjeon to the red

spiked gate due to the stairs on the front side.

A stele shed usually housed only one stone tablet, but Geonwolleung’s stele shed had enough

space to accommodate two stone tablets, a tomb stele and a tomb stone with epitaph. The tomb

stone with an epitaph was erected to record the achievements of the deceased. It originated from

China and began to be built during the Goryeo Dynasty. The tomb stones with epitaph erected at

the Royal Tombs are in Geonwolleung (01) and in Heolleung (03). The last tomb stone was

constructed during Sejong’s reign, because after the reign of King Sejong, the achievements of kings

were recorded in the Annals of the Joseon Dynasty, and therefore King Munjong prohibited erecting

a tomb stone with an epitaph. Apart from that, some stele sheds had two rooms as in the case of

joint burials and twin tombs, which should have had two tomb steles to accommodate two bodies.

b. Typologies of Bigak (Stele Shed)
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Most of the existing tomb keeper’s houses are used for tomb administration. This structure has

hipped and gabled roofs without purlin and wooden parts are not decorated with multi-color

paintings. This feature results from the distinct characteristics of ancestral rituals, which should not

be luxurious. Also, the number in rooms of this building varies according to the size of a tomb.

c. Jaesil (Tomb Keeper’s House)

Royal Tombs are the representative example of architectural skills of the Joseon period. Wooden

structures from the Joseon Dynasty are the final product of the architectural expertise which had

been accumulated since the Three Kingdoms period. Joseon architecture valued harmonization with

the surrounding environment, not artificial touches, and emphasized proportional beauty, not

detailed factors. Those characteristics are also reflected in royal tombs, which were made according

to pungsu principles.

2) Architectural Characteristics of Joseon Royal Tombs

Royal tombs were regarded as significant as palaces. When a royal died, the body was kept in the

palace until preparation of the royal tomb was completed. Six organizations handled the preparation,

and the most well-known carpenters were mobilized for the construction, which had to be finished

within five months. For state funerals, the highest-ranking official of the Joseon Dynasty was

responsible for overseeing the entire process.

Site selection for a royal tomb sparked heated debate among officials over the most propitious

place. Opinions sharply divided because geomancy principles varied among regions. The king made

the final decision. 

Compared to stone materials, quality woods were hard to find. Securing quality woods, however,

was not a big problem since making a royal tomb required a relatively small amount of woods, and

the royal family had its own forests for the purpose of tomb building. A bigger problem was making

roads to facilitate the transportation of wood materials.

The carpenters were from a pool managed by the palace. Some of them were involved in several

important construction projects at the same time such as the construction of palaces, royal tombs,

and ancestral shrine. Information about those carpenters who participated in royal tombs building,

in particular, was included in the records of the royal family, and they could maintain their fame for

several generations. 

3) Making Process of Joseon Royal Tombs and Its Records
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What is notable is that it was monks, not carpenters, who did the multi-color painting of

buildings. Monks from the Joseon Dynasty were known for diverse skills, and architectural multi-

color painting was one of them. Some of those monks were so good that they even participated in

painting buildings in palaces or royal tombs. Detailed information on royal tombs is best written in

uigwe, the Records of State Affairs, among other records. Various uigwes are registered on the

UNESCO Memory of the World Register, and more than 100 of them are about the process of

making the Joseon Royal Tombs.

Placing stone objects at royal tombs dates back to the Unified Silla (668-935) and continued

during the Goryeo Dynasty. In the late 14th century, the structure of burial mound, the types and

layouts of stone objects were standardized while constructing Hyeolleung (현릉,玄陵, 1374) of King

Gongmin of Goryeo Dynasty and Jeongneung (정릉, 正陵, 1365) of his consort. The tradition of

placing stone objects at the tomb of King Gongmin was carried on to Geonwolleung (01) of King

Taejo, the founder of the Joseon Dynasty.

These stone objects were arranged in accordance with Oryeui, Five Rites, of Sejong Sillok, the Annals

of King Sejong, and Gukjo Oryeui (1474), The Five Rites of State, published in the fifth year of King

Seongjong’s reign, forming the basis of the selection of stone objects, their placement and their

stylistic characteristics at the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty.

Due to the conservative nature of funeral protocols, only minor changes were made to the style and

kinds of stone objects developed during the early period of Joseon Dynasty. However, the sizes and

shapes of stone objects underwent slight changes. In other words, while the basic kinds and layout of

stone objects were maintained, the sizes and styles of stone objects differed depending on the

political, economic, and cultural circumstances at the time. The will of main agents of tomb

construction also influenced the scale and style of the stone objects, which endows them with unique

historical values, distinguishing them from the royal tombs of other countries. The stone objects  of

Joseon Dnasty can be divided into four periods, based on their major characteristics and historic

events which had a great influence on them.

History and Changes of Stone Objects2.B-4

The stone objects at Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty were constructed in a very systematic

method, with environmental characteristics of the Korean Peninsula taken into consideration. In

addition, all the matters concerning the construction of stone objects were well documented in

detail.

1) Construction Process of Stone Objects and Its Records
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Table 2-8. Stone objects’ different characteristics in different periods

Period

Royal Tombs

Noticeable Event

Characteristics

Retaining Stone

Stone Lantern

Stone Animals

Stone Pillar and
Small Tiger

Stone Human
Figure

Classification First Phase Second Phase Third Phase Fourth Phase

early 15c to middle 15c

Geonwolleung of King
Taejo(1408) - Changneung
of King Yejong(1470)

Founding   the Joseon
Dynasty in 1392

Building royal tombs on
hills with stone horse

Asian zodiac carved  on
face stones and the
retaining stone
disappearing in late   this
period

Square  shape  in early
period and octagonal
shape later, with square
opening

Four pairs of stone
animals in Heolleung and
two pairs in others

Simple decorations and
holes in the ear

Resembles stone human
figures in King Gongmin’s
tomb in early period, and
becoming bigger with
more grand looks and
revealing hands in later
years

late 15c to late 16c

Seolleung of King
Seongjong(1495) -
Gangneung of King
Myeongjong(1567)

Five   Rites of the State
published in1474 (5th year
of King Seongjong)

Stone   objects°Ø size
becoming bigger

Adopting the retaining
stone again and carving
clouds on corner stones,
rather than Buddhist bells
and sticks 

Octagonal with the square
opening 

Two pairs of stone tigers
and stone sheep

Carving luxurious
arabesque patterns and
making holes

Emphasizes the grand
image of stone human
figures with simpler
clothes

early 17c to early 18c

Mongneung of King
Seonjo(1630) - Uireung of
King Gyeongjong(1724)

Japan invading Joseon in
1592

Stone objects become
smaller later years

Only stone guardrails are
present, retaining stones
are left out

Square with a square
opening

Two pairs of stone tigers
and stone sheep

Carving small tigers and
holes disappearing

Tombs without stone
human figures appearing
and figures becoming
smaller

middle 18c to early 20c

Wolleung of King
Yeongjo(1776) - Yureung of
Emperor Sunjong(1926)

Enlarged Edition of State
Funeral published in 1758
(34th year of King Yeongjo)

Two platforms replace
usual three

Carving peony on face
stones and lotus on corner
stones

Octagonal with the round
opening and square with
the round opening

Stone tigers and stone
sheep being replaced with
stone giraffes, stone
elephants,   stone lions,
and stone camels in an
emperor’s tombs

Carving more delicate
small tigers without holes

Showing looks  closer to
reality and reflection the
ideology dominant in this
period
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Stone objects at the Joseon Royal Tombs were made of granite. Granite is very fine and bright-

colored containing no iron, therefore the stone objects made of granite express minute details very

clearly. In particular, granite from Ganghwado (island), which was easy to carve due to its smooth

texture, was considered to be of the highest quality. However, it could be used only for some royal

tombs due to the difficulties in transporting. Most royal tombs were constructed using granite from

the outskirts of Seoul and Suwon-si. 

Joseon Royal Tombs, with the exception of only a few tombs, were built out of very hard and high

quality granite that are of permanent durability. While China and Vietnam preferred limestone or

sandstone and India preferred schist, in Korea, granite was used to a large extent. The stone objects

at the royal tombs, with the exception of those at Hongneung (34) of King Gojong, were mostly

coarsely carved, delivering a crude but gentle atmosphere.

a. Characteristics of Materials

b. Construction and Installation Process of Stone Objects

During the Joseon period, when kings or queens died, a Salleungdogam (산릉도감, 山陵都監, the

Office of Royal Tomb) was established to create a burial zone. An affiliate agency for making stone

objects was also established under the Office of Royal Tomb. The agency in charge divided the task

into collection, processing and transportation of stones and installation. Different teams took charge

of the Work-team for Major Objects (대부석소,大浮石所), Team for Smaller Items (소부석소,小浮石
所) and Transportation Team (수석소, 輸石所). Including master workman and foreman, who

supervised the work, masons and designers and all others cooperated to carve and place stone objects.
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Many kinds of records are still extant which documented the process of stone object construction.

Most of all, many types of records such as Salleungdogam Uigwe, Record of the Office of Royal Tomb

still exist, which recorded the whole process of the construction of royal tombs. They contain

information on the background and history of the construction of royal tombs along with the

explanations for the changes made on stone objects. The records even include the name of the

constructor of stone objects in addition to the cost and date of construction, enabling a clear

historical analysis.

Salleungdogam Uigwe records the type, size and shape of each stone object through the illustrations

of all the stone objects in the burial zone with brief captions and their measurements.

c. Construction Records
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Uigwe contains stone objects' design, providing their standard model (Upper: stone figure of civil official, Lower: stone figure of
military official, 1800)
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The retaining stone made up of many parts is a unique style tomb decoration which cannot be

found in the tombs of other Asian countries. Byeongpungseok began to appear in the Annals of the

Joseon Dynasty after the Imjin War, Japanese Invasion of 1592. It consists of many parts, such as

support stone, face stone, corner stone, cap stone, and holding stone, all of which are designed to

prevent the soil of the mound from demolishing. The 12 zodiac guardians are carved on the stone

panels of retaining stone. The corner stones are carved with vajra, Buddhist ritual bells or the

patterns of peony flowers and clouds. Basically, they protect burial mound and play a symbolic role

of guardian.

Byeongpungseok (병풍석, 屛風石, retaining stone)

The stone objects of the Joseon Royal Tombs are mostly placed around and in the front of a burial

mound. The types of stone objects are the following. 

2) Characteristics and Stylistic Changes of Stone Objects

The burial mounds of Joseon Royal Tombs are generally 6m in height. Some of them are enclosed

by retaining stones (byeongpungseok) attached to the earthen mound, then surrounded by a stone

guardrail (nanganseok), which serve as protective stone walls. Seven royal tombs do not have retaining

stone walls, and Jangneung of King Wonjong, who was posthumously promoted to the status of a

king, has only retaining stone.

a. Burial Mound and Its Surroundings

Different parts of the retaining stone and their names
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The concept of the 12 zodiac guardians is originated from the ancient Chinese idea of the

universe. But featuring the 12 zodiac guardian around burial mound, outside the tombs, is unique to

Korea. It was during the Unified Silla period when the 12 zodiac guardian images first appeared

around royal mounds as seen at the Royal Tomb of Queen Seondeok and the tomb of General Kim

Yu-shin in Gyeongju-si, the 12 zodiac guardian images with animal faces and human bodies are

carved.

The style of the retaining stones of King Gongmin’s tomb was handed down to the Joseon Royal

Tombs. The retaining stones featured the 12 zodiac guardian images in clouds with human bodies

and animal hats to coincide the twelve directions, which signified that a burial mound is a shelter for

the spirits of the buried. Then, in Jangneung (20) of the third period, the 12 zodiac guardian was

replaced by peony flowers. There is a theory that peony flowers were featured to avoid the snake

image among the 12 zodiac guardian, since the royal tomb was moved after a snake had sneaked in a

royal tomb. Peony flowers are assumed to have decorated retaining stones as beautiful and the

traditional symbol of wealth and honor. Afterwards, peony appeared on the retaining stones in

Yungneung (38) and those of Hongneung (34) and Yureung (35).

There are a total of 24 cornerstones on the left and right sides of stone panels. The cornerstones

are carved with spiritual pestle (영저, 靈杵) shaped like vajra grips and bells (영탁, 靈鐸) along with

clouds, lotus, and orchids. Vajra grip and bells, Buddhism ritual instruments which are the

representation of protection in Buddhism, are the symbolic features that guard royal tombs along

with the 12 zodiac guardian images. 

The decorations of vajra grips and bells shifted to cloud patterns in Hyeolleung (05) in the middle of

the first period and to lotus and orchids in Jangneung (20) in the third period. Therefore, it was only

during the early Joseon period when Buddhist elements appeared in stone objects of royal tombs.

However, cap stone and foundation stone decorated with the upward lotus patterns and downward

lotus patterns on all the Royal Tombs of Joseon Dynasty indicate that Buddhist elements were

becoming common. It also suggests the Buddhist view of afterlife was inherent at the Joseon Royal

Tombs.

Patterns on the retaining stone. Left:Hyoreung (17) , Right:Yungneung (38)
Each side of the retaining stone has various patterns carved on it. Two of the most dominant motifs are clouds and peony with the
former standing for the resting place for the dead and the latter for wealth.
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Stone man image on the retaining stones help the cap stone, on top of the retaining stones, to

maintain their positions. According to The Five Rites of State in Annals of King Sejong (Sejong

Sillok), the man-shaped stones were long, square post-shaped stones and protruded from the 12

corners, whose ends were decorated with flowers such as chrysanthemum, hollyhock or peony

blossoms.

In Gwangneung (08), retaining stones were not built in accordance with the will of King Sejo, who

emphasized the virtue of frugality. The retaining stones were constructed in Seolleung (12) on King

Yeonsangun’s instructions. In this way, the circumstances and the will of the constructor of a tomb

determined the presence of retaining stones. For example, King Jeongjo built retaining stones in

Yungneung “to relieve a little bit of endless grief” (Hongjae Jeonseo, Collected Works of King

Jeongjo), while Hongneung (34) and Yureung (35) were constructed in the form of Imperial Tombs

with retaining stones, which impress people with a sense of both splendor and grandeur.

The style of retaining stone can be categorized into three according to the decorations on its stone

panels and corner stones.

Form of the holding stone, Left: Jangneung (37), Middle: Yungneung (38), Right: Hongneung (34)

Table 2-9. Carving patterns on byeongpungseok

Period Royal Tombs Patterns on stone panel Patterns on cornerstone

1stPeriod

2ndPeriod

3rdPeriod

Geonwolleung (01) - Heolleung (03)

Hyeolleung (05) - Mongneung (19)

Jangneung (20) - Yureung (35)

oriental zodiac, cloud, 
arabesque

oriental zodiac, cloud

peony

Buddhist pestles and bells

cloud

lotus, orchid

The stone guardrail enclosed the burial mound without retaining stones. Their presence is a

unique feature of Korean royal tombs. The Royal Tomb of Queen Seondeok of the Unified Silla is its

early example. This is a feature which cannot be found in Chinese royal tombs and seems to be

derived from stone balustrades of a building. After Gwangneung (08), many royal tombs were built

Nanganseok (난간석, 欄干石, Stone Guardrail)
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without retaining stones, but almost all of the royal tombs had stone guardrails, whether or not they

had retaining stones, which protect burial mound both physically and visually.

Table for the spirits, a table-shaped stone placed in front of grave, was originally called a stone

table. After the deceased was buried, the passage was blocked off. Then table for the spirits is placed

atop a large stone slab and drum-shaped pestles. After the Imjin War (1592~1598), the name, table

for the spirits, began to be commonly used, which means that it is a stone where the spirits can stay.

A table for the spirits has its origins in the Silla Kingdom: there are relics of stone table, on which

one can place offering, in front of the

burial mound of King Muyeol; stone

tables still remain in most royal tombs

of the Unified Silla period. It is

surmised that these stone dais, which are

unique to Joseon Royal Tombs and

cannot be seen in Chinese royal Tombs,

shifted afterwards to table for the spirits

Different parts of the stone guardrail and their names

Different parts of honyuseok and their names

Honyuseok (혼유석,魂遊石, Table for the Spirit) and Goseok (고석,鼓石, Pestle)
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The drum-shaped pestles, which support a table for the spirits, are also called jokseok or buseok.

Geonwolleung (01) has five pestles, but from Yeongneung (04), only four pestles were placed, except

for Hwireung (21) which have five pestles.

Pestles are generally 50cm in height and their gently curved slants are carved with demon’s face

designs. According to The Five Rites of State, pestles is to be carved with naeodu (나어두, 羅魚頭),

whose dictionary meaning is “a fish head with demon’s face (어두귀면, 魚頭鬼面)”, which was

designed to guard the table for the spirits against evil spirits. However, most demon’s face designs

have a ring in their mouth, making them look friendly rather than scary.

Different parts of honyuseok and their names

Animal images were placed around the burial mound. On three sides of the burial mound except

for the front, two pairs of stone tigers and stone sheep are set up. The custom of placing animal

images at the royal tombs dates back to the Unified Silla period when lion images were placed on

the four corners of The Royal Tomb of Queen Seondeok (circa 736). During the Goryeo Dynasty,

stone tigers, instead of stone lions, appeared. Also there is a record stating that stone sheep were also

placed in the third tomb of the seven mound tombs in Gaeseong, the capital of Goryeo, located now

in DPR Korea. And the arrangement of stone animals at the tomb of King Gongmin became the

prototype of the stone tigers and stone sheep at the tomb of King Taejong (03).

Seokho (석호,石虎, stone tiger) and Seokyang (석양,石羊, stone sheep)

D
escription

C
H

A
P

T
E

R
2



213

The custom of placing stone tigers and stone

sheep around a burial mound had already

existed in China; in the later Han Dynasty,

sheep, tigers, camels, horses were placed in

front of a burial mound along with stone man

and stone pillars. However, the stone tigers and

stone sheep at the Royal Tombs of the Joseon

Dynasty were placed behind the burial mound,

while stone animals in Chinese royal tombs line

both sides of spirit path, the entrance of royal

tombs, along with the stone man, which

indicate that the role of each country’s stone

animals are different. In the case of Chinese

royal tombs, stone animals were placed like the

guards in front of palaces and government

offices, On the other hand, stone animals in

Korean royal tombs face the outside of the

tombs, rather than the tomb itself. It signifies

that the stone animals were aimed at guarding

burial mounds against outside aggression.

Therefore, they were to play a symbolic role of

protecting the tomb and striking a balance

between eum (음, 陰, sheep) and yang (양, 陽,

tiger), rather than showing off one’s power. As

to the posture of stone animals, all the stone

sheep are standing to emphasize the sense of

protection, while stone tigers seem to be

competent to safeguard the tomb, sitting with

their front paws raised, which offer a sense of

stability by maintaining a harmonious structure

and psychological balance with stone sheep. 

Placing stone sheep and stone tigers

alternately can be interpreted as the balance of

eum and yang, as sheep, the symbol of meekness,

and tigers, the symbol of fierceness, respectively.

On the other hand, as sheep, which can be

offered as a sacrifice, can serve as a safeguard as
Stone tigers in Joseon Royal Tombs do not look violent, but friendly and
humourous. Jangneung (37), Ingneung (25)

Stone sheep (Upper: Geolleung (30), Lower: Jangneung (37))
Stone sheep were believed to ward off evil spirits in the Joseon Dynasty.
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spiritual sheep (신양, 神羊), therefore, it can be considered as an animal which wards off evil spirits

in a symbolic way.  Tigers are also symbolic of the protector of a tomb as an animal that wards off

savage beasts. As such, the stone objects at the royal tombs are shamanistic symbols rather than the

symbol of power as in China. The representation of tigers is similar to that of folk paintings in the

Joseon period. They are sitting, looking comfortable rather than aggressive, and their looks are also

friendly and gentle, not frightening.

Many names were used to call the pair of stone pillars that stand on both sides of the stone table in

front of the burial mound watch stone pillars, head pillars,

candle stick pillars, etc. 

The watch stone pillar originated from China. It marked

the entrance of a graveyard and spirit path or the starting

point of stone objects in China. However, the function of

watch stone pillar at the royal tombs differed from those

of China. People thought the spirits use the watch stone

pillar when they visited their graves. The stone pillars

were believed to symbolize the penis, which represents

fecundity. However, as its name signifies, mang (망, 望)

means to view and ju (주,柱) means a pillar, it was used as

a marker so that people can easily recognize the tomb

from a distance. A pillar underneath the burial costume is

carved with small tigers

Small tigers are not found on the Chinese stone pillar.

The literal meaning of its name is a tiny tiger, but it does

not look like a tiger. The name “small tiger” began to be

used in Revised Edition on State Funerals (1752). It is

stated that “small tigers should be carved in a way that

they climb up the left watch pillar while going down the

right watch pillar.” However, the shape did not resemble

a tiger. No one knows the identity of the “small tigers” or

the functions of it. The small tiger began to be mentioned

in historical records after the Imjin War, the Japanese

invasion in 1592. As time went by, it became decorative

and from mid-Joseon period, the holes were filled on

which a long-tailed animal was carved. The expression of

movement was added to the shape of the animal generally

in the form of “climbing up the left pillar and going

down the right pillar.”

Mangjuseok (망주석,望柱石, small pillar) and Seho (세호,細虎, small tiger)
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Stone pillar, Hongneung (34)



215

Hole in the small tiger, Jeongneung (13)

Names of the different parts of the stone pillar

It looks as if the small tiger in the stone pillar climes up and down clockwise, following
the abundant energy of the universe and protecting the royal tomb. Hongneung(34)
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Stone lanterns, a unique feature of

the Royal Tombs of the Joseon

Dynasty, are placed on the middle

platform, which is one-tier lower than

the stone pillar. The records on stone

lantern in the chapter on “funeral rites

(흉례, 凶禮)” of The Five Rites of

State, explains that “a hole should be

cut out from the four sides to

eliminate smoke.” This indicates the

possibility that it was actually used to

light up a graveyard. However, it

seems to have been a symbolic object

because there is no trace of lighting a

fire in most stone lanterns.

As to its structure, its canopy stone

is longer and pedestal is thicker than

those of common stone lanterns,

making them look like a relic stupa.

On top of canopy stone is placed

jewel bead, conveying a sense of

solemnity.

Names of the different parts of the stone lantern, Geonwolleung (01)
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Jangmyeongdeung 
(장명등, 長明燈, stone lantern)

The stone lantern
Jeongneung (02)
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Table 2-10. Different types of the stone lantern

Classification

Picture

Tomb's Name

Number of
Sides

Shape of the
Opening

Characteristics

Type 1

Jeongneung (02)

4

Resembles Goryeo's stone
lanterns

Type 2

Geonwolleung (01)

8

Resembles Buddhist stone
lanterns

Type 3

Gwangneung (08)

8

Partly resembles Buddhist
monk's tombs

Type 4

Yeongneung (04)

8

Shows the typical stone
lantern

Classification

Picture

Tomb's Name

Number of
Sides

Shape of the
Opening

Characteristics

Type 5

Myeongneung (24)

4

Resembles wooden
objects

Type 6

Yungneung (38)

8

Having eye-shaped
carvings on the lower part

Type 7

Hongneung (34)

4

Slim and long

+
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In the Joseon Royal Tombs, stone images of civil official and military counterpart are arranged to

stand facing each other on the upper and lower platforms, to symbolize that the subjects serve their

king in a life after death. A stone horse was placed behind each stone image.

In particular, the stone images of official, remarkably big in size and placed conspicuously at the

center of all Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty, hold an important position among the stone

objects. Placing stone images at the royal tombs also dated to the Unified Silla. And it was the tomb

of King Gongmin where stone images of civil official and military official were separately placed in

front of the burial mound. In the Unified Silla, two pairs of stone official images were placed while it

became one or two pairs in Goryeo Dynasty. Then King Gongmin's tomb had four pairs of stone

images (two pairs of civil official images and two pairs of military official images) for the first time.

Later at the royal tombs, it was a rule to place only one pair of images of civil and military official,

respectively.

b. Munseogin (문석인, 文石人, stone image of civil official), Museogin (무석인,
武石人, stone image of military official), Seokho (석호, 石虎, stone horse)

Arrangement of stone images in front of the burial mounds in Joseon Dynasty is based on the

symbolism that subjects serve the king even after his death. Stone official images are arranged in a

way that a pair of stone images of civil official in formal clothes stands facing another pair of stone

images of military officials in armor in front of the burial

mound. The two different subjects of the king have

different roles. Stone civil officials seem to be having an

audience with the king, holding a ritual tablet.

Meanwhile, stone military officials in armor are standing

guard to protect the king with sword in their hands.

Therefore, stone images at the royal tombs represent

The Arrangement of Stone Images and their Stylistic Characteristics

Stone image of civil official in the form of royal audience and stone image of military official protecting the king. Yereung (33)
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Stone image of civil official

images at the Royal Tombs of

the Joseon Dynasty are in the

courtier's officials robe,

wearing bokdu (복두 , ,

official headdress), po (포, 袍,

over coat), dae (대, 帶, belt), hol

(홀, 笏, ritual scepter) and hwa

(화, 靴, leather shoes). They

stand basically in similar

postures. But changes were

obvious in their face sizes or

expressions, the fluidity of

lines, creases of clothes, the

roundness of edges and the

styles of their hats.

Stone Image of 
Civil Official 

Names of the different parts of the stone image of civil official

both the authority and protection of a king. Chinese royal tombs also have stone images of civil and

military officials. However, they are located far away from burial mound, in a more authoritative and

dignified posture rather than serving as protectors of tombs.

Stone official images at the Joseon Royal Tombs were not realistically represented in their physical

proportion. They are generally larger than life, with an over-sized head proportion. Furthermore, a

sense of massiveness was emphasized through simplified body contours and creases of clothes. These

stylistic characteristics were intentional, not the result of the lack of techniques, aimed at conveying

a sense of solemnity and immortality of stone civil and military officials. These techniques were

suitable for ritual objects which were designed to look like guardian deities (수호신상, 守護神像),

not just real subjects before their king. 

Although stone official images at the royal tombs did not vary much, changes in the scale and style

of tombs happened in each period. These changes seemed to reflect political, economic and social

circumstances of their times and the will of the main agent of the tomb construction (the king of the

time). The period can be divided into the four phases, detailed further on.
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The stone image of civil official, Jeongneung (13), King Jungjong (Front, Side, Rear)

Hyeolleung (05), King Munjong Jeongneung (13), King Jungjong
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Table 2-11. Analysis of Stone Civil Officials by Period (Periodic classification is the same as in table 2-7)

Classification

Size

Body
Proportion

Body Shape

Hat

Astmosphere

First  Period

About 250cm

4.7 heads tall
(Geonwolleung, 01)

-Early Phase: employing
the style of King Gongmin's

tomb with fluid lines and
round bodies

-Later Phase: they became
larger and magnificent,

with their hands exposed. 

Rectangular-shaped
official's headgear

Gentle and magnificent

Second  Period

About 300cm 

3.3 heads tall (Huireung, 21)

The sense of massiveness
is emphasized through

bold lines and simplified
wrinkles of clothes and

constructed in the typical
Korean style characterized

by their bulbous noses. 

Rectangular-shaped
official's headgear

Simple and magnificent

Third  Period

About 180cm (during the
later phase)

3-4 heads tall

Creases of clothes and the
posture of standing with

their legs apart were
standardized. Many
Queens' tombs were

constructed without stone
military officials. From the
later phase, they became

shorter and lack
magnificence.

Rectangular-shaped
official's headgear

Smaller sizes and lack
magnificent

Fourth  Preiod

About 250cm

5.3 heads tall
(Hongneung, 34)

Various styles coexisted,
with realistic

representation of clothes
and bodies. Stone civil

officials in full court dress
and hat appeared, which
reflected the spirit of the

times.

Rectangular-shaped official's
headgear /Golden crown

Realistic and rather than
magnificent
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Table 2-12. Analysis of Stone Military Officials by Period(Periodic classification is the same as in table 2-7.)

On the southern entrance in the lower platform (하계, 下階) of burial mound, a pair of stone

military officials are placed with stone horses. Military official images were characterized by their

faces somewhat larger than those of civil officials, short necks, somewhat thick bodies, longer upper

bodies and big joints of their bodies. The styles of each phase’s stone images of military officials in

armor and war helmets, standing with sword in hands, were not distinguishable, as identical details

appeared in turn throughout all the phases, but, generally, they underwent similar changes to those

of stone civil officials.

Stone Image of Military Official 

The stone image of military official in Huireung (15), the
tomb of Queen Janggyeong, is about 305cm high.

Names of the different parts of the stone image of military official,
and its size.
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Classification

Characteristics

First  Period

Realistic carvings, conveying a
sense of volume and
massiveness with bulkier
bodies than stone civil officials.  

The bodies have soft contour
with rounded edge carving.

Second  Period

The edges are angularly
carved. Upper body became
larger than lower body.
Strange looking upper body
with big face and no neck.

They became magnificent.
Hands and elbows maintain
level. Ears are exposed.

Third  Period

The size gets smaller, and
standardized in styles.
Helmets with their neck covers
raised appeared. Cloud-
shaped helmet.

Fourth  Preiod

Order of rank among stone
man images disappeared.
(Base stone appeared)

Changes in the style of clothes,
smaller faces and unique facial
expressions appeared. The
bodies became more slender,
realistic creases of clothes.

Trident spear decorated
helmets, instead of feather.
Animal patterns appeared on
the back. 
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The stone image of military official, Seolleung (11), King Seongjong (Front, Side, Rear)

Hyeolleung (05), King Munjong Jeongneung (13), King Jungjong
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Stone horses, Geonwolleung (01)
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At the Royal Tombs of the

Joseon period, stone horses

belonged to the king's subjects

and were deployed at the rear of

stone images of civil and military

official. In the Ming Dynasty,

however, stone horses belonged

to king, and hence, were placed

on the spirit path along with

other stone images. The stone

horses do not seem to move, with

their backs almost being level,

and they are on standby without

wearing reins, with their heads lowered. This arrangement and posture of stone horses are unique to

the Joseon period. Such style cannot be found at the royal tombs of the Goryeo Dynasty, let alone in

Chinese tombs. The fact that the horses stand next to or behind stone man images but do not have a

saddle or other riding equipment, indicating that they are for are spiritual horses (신마, 神馬) for

spiritual, not physical, transport.

The size and shape of stone horses are not realistic and there is no riding equipment. Their tails are

so long as to touch the ground. Therefore, it is assumed that they were created to symbolize spiritual

transportation.

Stone horses in Geonwolleung have cavity between their legs, bowing politely with their hoofs

down in the front. There are orchid patterns in the uigwe, the Records of Geolleung. It is not clear

why the gaps between their legs were filled. As some stone horses had an opening between their legs

(Geonwolleung, Heolleung, Uireung, Mokneung and Jangneung, etc), it can be inferred that the

removal of the openings was an effort to make the stone horses more stable. The notable feature of

stone horses was their manes hanging down on only one side like the real horses do. It is different

from those at the

13 tombs of Ming

Dynasty in China.

This suggests that

the representation 

of stone horses was

based on observa

tion.

Seogma (석마, 石馬, Stone Horse)

Placement of stone horses, Heolleung (03)
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During the final years of the Joseon Dynasty, the kinds and layout of stone objects underwent

major changes, when Hongneung of Emperor Gojong, who changed the name of the country to

Deahan Empire to fend off foreign invasions, and Yureung of Emperor Sunjong, the last king of the

Joseon Dynasty, were constructed in the style of imperial tombs. During the construction of

Hongneung and Yureung, a unique style of Korean Imperial Tombs was developed by adopting the

styles of the Imperial Tombs of the Ming Dynasty, while inheriting the styles of the Joseon Royal

Tombs.

The stone objects at Hongneung and Yureung can be divided into two groups: stone objects around

burial mound and those on the worship road in front of the bedchamber. Around burial mound are

set up retaining stones, stone guardrail, watch stone pillar and stone lantern, which are directly

related to burial mound, and inherited the tradition of the Joseon Royal Tombs.

On both sides of the worship road are stone images of civil and military officials and stone animals.

Stone tigers and stone sheep, which were typically placed in a king's tomb, were replaced with stone

giraffes, elephants, lions, and camels, following the Chinese building principles for imperial tombs.

What is different from imperial tombs from China’s Ming Dynasty is that in Joseon imperial tombs

stone human figures were placed at first. The number of stone animals was also different from China.

Although Joseon adopted imperial tomb building principles from China, it also developed its own

characteristics.

Stone animals were usually placed around the burial mound in a king’s tomb, and they were to

symbolically protect the king. In an emperor’s tomb, however, they were put in front of the bed

chamber and accessible to visitors. These stone animals were to show the authority and power of the

emperor.

Yureung, constructed in 1923, followed the basic structure and form of Hongneung. However,

stone objects became more realistic with more natural body proportions. Also carvings look more

solid since they were constructed by Japanese sculptors using Western carving techniques totally

different from Korean traditional skills. The stone objects of these tombs were the very products of

the time, under the colonial rule of Japan.

c. Stone Objects at Imperial Tombs

Joseon emperors' tombs: stone images of military and civil official stand first and then come the horses.  There are two pairs of horses,
while the other animals like giraffe, elephant and camels stand in one pair. Hongneung (34)



*Thus the next logical step is for the computing and communications industries to work together 
to provide wireless access to omputing devices.

Stone image of civil in Hongneung (34) and Yureung (35)
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Criteria and Justification 3.A

This property is nominated for inscription under criterion (ii), (iii), (iv) and (vi), which are

justified as follows.

Criterion (ii) 
Stylistic Development of Royal Tombs under Confucianism and East Asian Philosophies

Confucianism dominated all aspects of society during the Joseon Dynasty, from its rulers down to

its lowest class. The royal tombs were objects for special respect and high esteem in Confucian

culture, in which filial piety for one's ancestors was highly valued. The royal tombs are historic

treasures, constructed with the highest quality art and craftsmanship of the period. The location of

each tomb, its dimensions and layout, and the positioning of its facilities and stone objects embody

the artistic and technical expertise of the times. Elements of Confucian principles, Buddhism,

Taoism and indigenous ideas that have long influenced East Asia were all taken into account. 

Criterion (iii) 
Unique Funeral Culture that Respects Nature

An integrated approach to nature and the universe in the Joseon period resulted in the evolution of

a unique and outstanding funeral tradition at the royal tombs, compared to other Confucian

cultures. Adopting the principles of pungsu and fully maintaining the natural environment by

minimizing artificial elements, they created a space around the royal grave for rituals full of dignity

and symbolism. From an artistic perspective, the general shape of the burial mound and the stone

objects and artifacts of the tombs demonstrate the unique creativity of the Joseon Dynasty.

Criterion (iv) 
Tomb Construction and Record-keeping Traditions Attesting to Essential Phases in Human History

The Joseon Dynasty lasted for 519 years, a length of time rare in world history. Despite the

common principles that governed their construction, the Royal Tombs of Joseon Dynasty show

period-specific differences in the spatial design, architectural style and usage, as well as the scale of

the stone objects. The essence of ideologies, political history, and the artistic views of the times are

crystallized in the tombs.

A variety of documents including uigwe, records of state events, and neungji, tomb records, well

illustrate the process of constructing the royal tombs. Describing detailed techniques, materials, and

manpower mobilized to build the tombs, the documents help us vividly understand the techniques

and ideas of the period. Although partly lost, they remain intact, giving us a picture of the times

when the royal tombs were built. 

(i) (ii) (iii) (iv) (v) (vi) (vii) (viii) (ix) (x)
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Criterion (vi) 
Living Heritage for Maintaining the Confucian Tradition of Ancestral Worship

State ancestral rites were held on a regular basis throughout the Joseon Dynasty, and are so even

today. Except for the periods of political turmulents including the Korean war rituals have been

conducted on the day of state ancestral worship every year by the Royal Family Organization (전주이

씨대동종약원, 全州李氏大同宗約院) and by the worshipping society for each tomb. In fact, not only

the descendants of the royal families but ordinary citizens in general also maintain the tradition of

visiting graves of their ancestors to perform worshipping services. The tradition of ancestral worship

forms a significant part of the unique Korean culture.

In addition to the royal tombs to inter the bodies of kings, the Joseon Dynasty has maintained a

system called Jongmyo (종묘, 宗廟), the Royal Ancestral Shrine, where ancestral tablets symbolizing

the spiritual existence of the deceased are kept and worshipped. Thus, the Joseon Royal Tombs and

Jongmyo are inseparably related to each other in the funeral culture of the Joseon Dynasty. Although

the origin of Jongmyo was influenced by Chinese ideas from Rites of Zhou, it has been well

characterized as unique Korean rites and was inscribed to the World Heritage List. “Jongmyojerye and

Jongmyojeryeak”, the royal ancestral shrine rite and the ritual music had also been registered as a

UNESCO Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity.

Proposed Statement of Outstanding Universal Value 3.B

1) A Typical Symbol Reflecting Confucianism and Traditional Ideas 

Funeral services are ceremonies to send off a human being who winds up his or her life, and people

in different cultures have developed their own unique ceremonies of mourning that portray their

own culture.

The Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty were a place for kings, an absolute being of regality, to rest

in peace. So it reflected not only the traditional Confucian ideas of Joseon Dynasty, but also the

philosophical concepts and views of life after death of the period. A mixture of various traditional

ideas, Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, and folk beliefs are expressed in the positioning, layout,

facilities and stone objects of Joseon Royal Tombs. Their unique aesthetic aura for the deceased is

clearly evident.

The Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty were constructed based on Confucian traditions, but their

stone objects display Buddhist elements that prayed for a peaceful death and eternity for the

deceased. Stone objects have carved patterns of vajra, Buddhist ritual bells or the patterns of peony

flowers that are believed to protect the dead forever. The placement of stone tigers and stone sheep,

symbols of safeguard, reflects the dual cosmic forces, while images of the the 12 zodiac guardians

show a Taoist tradition. Folk beliefs are also traceable in the construction of Joseon Royal Tombs. A

ritual table for memorial services for the mountain god, and pungsu, geomancy based on the location

of each royal tomb, are good examples of such folk beliefs.
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Royal tombs in East Asia have one thing in common: physical symbols of inheriting a time-

honored cultural tradition. Those found in Korea, China and Japan have common universal

symbolism representing their long history and cultural traditions. In China, the Imperial Tombs of

the Ming and Qing Dynasties are historical relics that reflect the cultural traditions of a number of

dynasties and embody their features. The Imperial Tombs of Japan are successors to a long cultural

tradition of various dynasties that lasted more than 1,300 years.

The Joseon Dynasty lasted for 519 years from 1392 to 1910. One single dynasty lasting over 500

years is a rarity in world history. It kept Confucianism as its underlying political, social and cultural

ideal, while accepting respect and worship of ancestors as an absolute value. Among graves, which

were symbols of Confucian culture, the royal tombs were cherished also as an absolute value. Once a

royal tomb is constructed, descendants have kept worshipping there, offering rituals and faithfully

protecting and maintaining it without fail.

As a result, none of the royal tombs built during the Joseon Dynasty has been damaged or

destroyed. Apart from the rich trees around tombs, which have partly disappeared, and the outer

boundaries, which have changed in some places, most artifacts and facilities at the core of the tombs

remain intact and well preserved.

In short, the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty are our cultural heritage, an integration of diverse

traditional beliefs evolved throughout the history. They portray high aesthetic simplicity and

sublimity. Such excellence is rare even in East Asia, where many countries developed splendid

civilizations.

2) Stylistic Development of Royal Tombs under Confucian Influence

The people of the Joseon Dynasty made their own interpretation of the pungsu, principles of

geomantic divination. Different natural conditions and views of nature led to Korea, China and

Japan making different applications of the same geomantic principles. Koreans applied them on

their own to build royal tombs, taking cultural and geographical features into account. They decided

on the locations for royal tombs according to those principles, but the tombs were not to be built far

from the capital. As the sites on gentle slopes of the mountains were considered to be ideal, the royal

tombs were not concentrated in one place but scattered around the capital.

Moreover, constructors chose to fit the royal tombs into existing natural geographical features

rather than implying geographical weaknesses by building artificial structures. To preserve the

natural configuration of the ground, each tomb was built in its own unique way, such as a single

tomb, a twin tomb, and a tomb with two juxtaposed mounds. A path of movement, a symbolic axis

and topographical conditions were all taken into consideration. Constructors also created balance

3) Unique Funeral Culture that Respects Nature
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between nature and tomb by building the minimum number of structures necessary for rituals,

including a T-shaped shrine, a tomb keeper's house, and a royal kitchen.

Space planning for each Royal Tomb of Joseon focused on a grave mound, which was at the very

center. The emphasis on the burial mound is the unique focus of Joseon's Royal Tomb construction.

To secure holiness, mystique, and the solemnity of a burial mound, the constructors affected a height

difference between the lower part of the tomb and the upper part where the burial mound is, taking

advantage of the natural geographical configuration of the ground. Such a height difference made

facilities like a T-shaped shrine and a guards' house prevent people from taking a direct look at the

burial mound at the entrance. In other words, by blocking a direct gaze at the burial mound beyond

the simple but modest T-shaped shrine at the entrance, builders intended to make the royal tombs

more solemn. To symbolically protect the burial mound, builders placed multiple defensive elements

- first a retaining stone, then again a stone guardrail. Then stone tigers and stone sheep surrounded

the mound, and finally a low wall enclosed it on three sides, except for the façade. Thus the mound

is protected by multiple artifacts.

The stone objects of the Joseon Royal Tombs have unique traits in terms of symbolism and artistic

expression. Simplicity in expression in the stone sculptures at the Royal Tombs of Joseon Dynasty

distinguish themselves from others, as clearly seen in the example of the square columns without any

details. Placed in the space for worshipping and used at rituals, the subdued simple sculptures

enhance the effect of solemnity.

The value of the Joseon Royal Tombs as part of our cultural heritage can strictly be traced back to

Gyeongguk Daejeon (경국대전, 經國大典, the Code of State Constitution) and Gukjo Oryeui (국조오례의, 國朝
五禮儀, the Rules for Five Rites of the State), by which the zones were constructed and managed.

The Joseon Royal Tombs were not so large because the rulers of Joseon Dynasty wanted to realize

Confucian ideas to serve their people. In general, the tombs of kings are mammoth in scale to reflect

their royal dignity, but the kings of Joseon, respecting Confucian teachings to love their people, tried to

limit the size of their tombs and minimize popular complaints about construction.

4) Tomb Construction and Record-keeping Traditions Attesting to Essential    
Phases in Human History

Koreans believe in the concept of “expressing gratitude to their roots”, and conduct ancestral

worship ceremonies accordingly. Ancestral worship is something sacred to Koreans. They have

consecrated the rite to worship and cherish the memories of their forefathers. As it is an important

behavior deeply rooted in a Confucian belief, Koreans wish to continue their filial piety by

5) Living Heritage for Maintaining the Confucian Tradition of Ancestral Worship 



performing the rite for their ancestors. Such behavior shows that their existence comes from the

blessings of their ancestors. During the Joseon Dynasty, people used to hold ancestral rites more than

ten times a year. Even today, they never fail to hold memorial services, although simplified due to

changes in modern lifestyles, on the anniversaries of their ancestors' deaths and on the specific days.

Long after the demise of the Joseon Dynasty, traditional worshipping rituals remain even today. On

the day of state ancestral rites every year, members of the Royal Family Organization and the

worshipping society for each tomb dress in ceremonial garments and perform memorial services,

setting ritual tables according to memorial procedures. Ordinary citizens visit and show their respect

to deceased kings by simply bowing before the royal tombs.

Confucian rites require a lot of time and miney, not to mention good-willed descendants. Few

countries take more pride in such funeral rites than Korea, and of the many memorial services in

Korea, the ones at royal tombs are undoubtedly the most magnificent and solemn.
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Today’s ceremonial ritual at the tombToday’s ceremonial ritual, evidence of a living heritage

A number of valuable documents on the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty including uigwe,

records of state events, and neungji, tomb records, are available even today. Gukjangdogamuigwe (국장도

감의궤, 國葬都監儀軌, Records of the Office of State

Funeral), Cheolleungdogamuigwe (천릉도감의궤, 遷
陵都監儀軌, Records of the Office for Moving Royal

Tomb), Honjeondogamuigwe (혼전도감의궤, 魂殿都
監儀軌, Records of the Office for Spirit Shrine)

Bumyodogamuigwe (부묘도감의궤, 府墓都監儀軌,
Records of the Office of Spirit Tablet Shrine)

show us the whole process of state funerals.

Neungji describes the history, features and

essential managerial points of each royal tomb,

6) Historic Documents for Authenticity 
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Most royal tombs in countries around the world are valued as cultural heritage. Each royal tomb

has a unique value, derived from its own history and culture. The Pyramids of Egypt and the

Imperial Tomb of Qin Shihuang, the first Qin Emperor were built as creatures of an ancient society,

while Islamic tombs were constructed for religious reasons. In Egypt, for example, kings deified

themselves and built the Pyramids, while the Tomb of Ismail and Mausoleum of Sultan Sanjar in

Buhara is a creation of Islam. Graves in Europe’s Christian culture are connected to churches, while

Hindus have a tradition of cremation due to their ideas of transmigration. Buddhists have a similar

tradition to Hindus. Among them, the Pyramids of Egypt, Royal Tombs of the Ming and Qing

Dynasties of China, and the Hue Monuments of Vietnam have already been added to the World

Heritage list.

The royal tombs in Korea, China, Japan and Vietnam have a shared universal value based on

Confucianism. Confucianism does not have religious teachings, or stress any specific being to believe

in, but has its own view of life after death. It envisages man, even after one’s death, as having one’s

existence handed down over and over to his descendents, as one believes in one’s own succession

down from distant ancestors to remote descendants. The ancestors, therefore, are the ones to be

respected in any event, and memories of and respect for them are believed to bear great significance.

Comparative Analysis3.C

telling us how they have been kept and managed. Salleungdogamuigwe (산릉도감의궤, 山陵都監儀軌,
Records the Office of Royal Tomb Construction) are a paragon of documents on the Joseon’s Royal

Tombs, containing comprehensive information about the tombs at the time they were built.

Uigwe, was intended to pass both rules and records down through the generations. Hence, the

records were compiled in a standardized format and bound for durability. More than ten copies were

made, each kept securely high up in the mountains, or on remote islands. The purpose was that the

documents should survive, even if some copies were stolen or destroyed by fire. Consequently, the

documents on the Royal Tombs of Joseon Dynasty remain, intact and invaluable. As is shown in

Table 2-5, records of the early Joseon Dynasty are partly destroyed, but those of the late period of the

Dynasty are in good shape.

Scene of Royal Tomb Rituals,(Heolleung(03)Scene of Royal Tomb Rituals, Geonwolleung(01)
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Ming & Qing Royal Tombs and the Joseon Royal Tombs3.C-1

Joseon of Korea and Ming and Qing of China reigned in almost the same period. The differences

among Joseon Royal Tombs, the Thirteen Tombs of the Ming Dynasty, the Eastern Qing Tombs and

the Western Qing Tombs are as follows:

First, burial mounds in Korea and China preferably faced south, heavily influenced by then-

dominant Confucian guidelines. And yet, the Royal Tombs in Joseon Dynesty were less strict about

the positioning of burial mounds, as they were also influenced by more flexible principles of

traditional geomancy. Joseon Royal Tombs were placed at the foot of a mountain, a location backed

by hills, facing water and flanked by hills. Unlike Chinese tombs, they tried to have the burial

mound and other objects in between the guardian hill at the back and the mountain opposite,

within given natural geographical features. No excessive efforts were made to align these elements in

a straight line along the central axis.

Second, while China made huge underground chambers to house the coffin, resembling

underground palaces for the deceased, Joseon had merely a space for the coffin without such a grand

setting. That is why the Royal Tombs of Joseon, not easily able to be robbed, have remained intact.

Third, in creating the tombs, the only object requiring the modification of the existing terrain is

the burial mound; the other structures do not impair the overall environment. While a Chinese

grave mound can be many meters in height, an average Joseon Dynasty mound is around only three

to five meters tall, indicating how the Joseon Royal Tombs took the existing environment into

account. Such differences clearly reflect the two countries' own views of the both the structures and

the natural environment.

Fourth, a burial mound is at the very center of any Royal Tomb of the Joseon Dynasty, a truth that

is clear from any site map or visual observation. By contrast, it is often hard to see the burial mound

from outside an imperial tomb of the Qing Dynasty, and it is sometimes surrounded by a brick wall.

The symbolism of making Chinese burial mounds hallow and of protecting them, is different from

Joseon Dynesty Such burial mound traditions have handed down from the Three Kingdoms Period

through the Joseon Dynasty to today, implying that the form of the burial mound represents Korea’s

own traditional values.

Graves are the most concrete means with which to grasp the existence of one's ancestors. For this

reason, people in a Confucian society attach the greatest significance to their ancestors' graves. In a

traditional society ruled by a king, a royal tomb was the most valuable grave. Hence, the royal

tombs of Confucian countries in East Asia have a shared value and bear unique significance not

readily found in other cultures.

Confucian cultures in general include Korea, China, Vietnam and Japan. This chapter makes a

comparative analysis of royal tombs in Confucian countries: the Royal Tombs of the Ming and Qing

Dynasties, which have grave mounds similar to those of Joseon; Japanese Imperial tombs built in the

Tumulus Period; and the Royal Tombs of the Nguyen Dynasty of Vietnam.
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Fifth, there are minimal structures required at a royal tomb. They are a symbol that marks the

entrance to the burial zone, a place for rituals, facilities to prepare and administrate such rites, and a

stele shed with an epitaph to protect the tomb stone. Constructors built such structures out of sheer

functional necessity, refraining as much as possible from any attempt at grandeur. Unlike tombs in

China, the arrangement of these structures is not exactly symmetrical. And in terms of

ornamentation, the structures of Joseon Royal Tombs are simple and humble, free of excessive

decoration.

Sixth, comparisons of stone objects in Joseon Dynesty and in China during the same period show

that they are similar to each other in their basic form and intention. But they differ in terms of

environment, size, material, impression and detail. While stone objects of Chinese Royal Tombs are

imposing with their huge and realistic sculptures, those of Joseon Royal Tombs were constructed on

a separated and elevated lawn. The simplified shape and subdued color of granite sculptures properly

embody their objective of being inconspicuous but dignified guardians of the tombs. Compared with

in China, the stone men in Joseon Royal Tombs have bigger heads and are generally simplified in a

square column shape. As ceremonial stone objects, they have marked individuality and artistic

excellence.

Seventh, each Royal Tomb of Joseon contains a rare and special sense of place thanks to the layout

of the natural grave area, with the mound at the rear on an even, outdoor plane. The sense of place of

the Ming and Qing Dynasty tombs is quite different from that of Joseon. In the royal tombs of

China, a middle court surrounded by buildings is the focus, creating the impression that nature is

being overwhelmed by the burial mound. This demonstrates the basic difference in the objectives of

royal tomb construction between the two countries. The sense of place of the Joseon Royal Tombs is

dominated by the natural environment rather than by artificially constructed facilities.

Eighth, if the rites of royal tombs are intended to make descendants worship and perform ancestral

ceremonies, the Ming and Qing burial mounds have ceased to function. In Korea, however, the

Royal Family Organization continues to hold regular memorial services. 

One difference between Korean and Chinese cultures is the way people perceive the relationship

between man and nature, and between life and death and, accordingly, their subjective

interpretations of the purpose of ceremonials space in terms of Confucianism. Hence, the spiritual

world of the Korean people is imbedded in the construction of the royal tombs. Compared with

those in China, the Joseon Royal Tombs are simple and soft in both form and scale; they are very

human in scale. We can also feel the inclination of Koreans to shun artificial influences, while

embracing the natural order. The resulting setting of the royal tombs in Korea and the method of

their construction are unique, not only in East Asia but in the world as a whole. The Royal Tombs of

the Joseon Dynasty boast the highest levels of artistic perfection among all royal tombs in Korean

history. The tombs embody the unique values and creativity of Korean heritage in their physical

form and the emotional sense of place they offer, as well as in the spirit that dwells inside them.
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Imperial Tombs of Japan and Joseon Royal Tombs3.C-2

The imperial families of Japan traditionally buried bodies rather than cremate them. At times, the

Japanese enshrined bones, ashes, teeth and hair collected after cremation. For about 400 years from

the third to the seventh centuries, Japanese burial mounds were typically built with a square front

and round back, or entirely round or square. The best known among them, the Mausoleum of

Emperor Nintoku in Osaka, which was constructed in the 5th century, is the largest, and one of the

three biggest royal mausoleums in the world. After the turn of the 7th century, however,

mausoleums went through radical changes, becoming much smaller in size and hemispherical in

shape. On top of this, Buddhism began replacing burial mounds with stone pagodas. It was not

until the end of the 19th century, when emperors regained power, that royal mausoleums with burial

mounds appeared again in Japan.

The grave mound of a Japanese imperial mausoleum is surrounded by a square fence, with a wide

platform for rituals in front and a long entrance. The mound is usually placed on a hilly protrusion,

but geographical realities mean that there are many exceptions. This practice is different from the

way Joseon selected a location for its royal tomb based on pungsu, the principles of geomancy in

Korea. Another difference between the two countries lies in the fact that a Japanese royal mausoleum

does not have separate ritual shrine buildings for ancestral rites, nor stone sculptures that protect the

grave mound.

It is noteworthy that strong Buddhist belief stopped the Japanese imperial family from building

burial mound-type mausoleums for almost 1,000 years after the seventh century, whereas Joseon

Royal Tombs have been built according to consistent principles for over the dynasty.

Vietnam had a number of dynasties throughout her long history. Among them Nguyen, the country’s

last dynasty, produced the strongest legacy of royal tombs. Ruling Vietnam from the 19th century until

1945, Nguyen constructed seven royal tombs located on the outskirts of Hue. Along with the Complex of

Hue Monuments, these tombs were also included as parts of World Heritage sites. In many ways, the

imperial mausoleums of Nguyen were patterned after Chinese burial mounds. While Royal Tombs in

China and Vietnam were constructed according to the belief that kings would rule over their countries

even after death, the Joseon Royal Tombs were built as a place for performing rites for their deceased

kings.

The outermost structure of a royal tomb of the Nguyen Dynasty is a red wooden gate, while a

spacious inner yard is flanked by stone figures of men and animals. 

The royal tombs of the two countries show differences, however, in terms of layout and

composition: in China, the main facilities are aligned along an axis; in Vietnam, different kings have

different numbers of axes, which makes the composition of each royal tomb different. The Royal

Royal Tombs of Vietnam's Nguyen Dynasty and Joseon Royal Tombs3.C-3
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Table 3-1. Stone Image of Civil Official of Asian Countries

As is shown in Table 3-1, tombs in Confucian culture all have grave mounds in common. Most of

the mounds are hemispheric piles of earth. It was each nation’s own views of the nature and the

universe that caused the structures around those grave mounds to develop in different ways.

The constructors of royal tombs during the Joseon Dynasty buried nothing but a coffin and body

inside the grave mound, and did not build an underground burial chamber. But the structures they

built above ground have features not found in any other country. Unlike China, where groups of

tombs are concentrated in a couple of places, Joseon Royal Tombs are in several sites deemed ideal

according to pungsu. Each tomb is surrounded by hills, as the precepts of geomancy dictate. Figures

of animals and officials, engraved in stone, surround the grave mound, and structures needed for

ancestral rites, such as a T-shaped shrine, a guards’ house, a royal kitchen and a tomb keeper’s house,

are built according to certain rules. These figures and structures clearly showcase Koreans’ sense of

beauty and their unique values through structures that are in perfect harmony with nature.

Tomb of Nguyen has a lake at its entrance or in front of its burial building, which visitors must walk

around or cross via a bridge. The lake is comparable to Myeongdangsu, the propitious stream of the

Royal Tomb of the Joseon Dynasty, which flows around the tomb. Like a stream, the lake in the

Vietnamese royal tomb adds holiness and piousness.

The stone carvings of men standing in front of the tombs in Korea, China and Vietnam are similar

in terms of their basic form and purpose, but have their own country’s characteristics. Differences are

evident in their environment, size, material, impression and detailed expressions. In China, these

statues are large and realist, but in Vietnam they are small, engraved ornaments placed in the tomb's

yard. By contrast, Joseon’s stone objects are installed separately on an elevated lawn hill and

resemble outdoor sculptures, inconspicuous but dignified thanks to their simple shape and the color

of the granite. The stone figures of Joseon Royal Tombs look impressive, shaped like square columns

with oversized heads for their bodies.

Picture

Country

Location

Year Built

Material

Material Hardness

Size

Shape

China China Vietnam Korea

Changping District, Beijing Province 

1409

Zunhwa, Hebei Province Hue, Vietnam Gangnam-gu, Seoul

1661 1841~43 1562

Marble Marble Marble Granite

Mohs 3-4(Calcite) 3-4(Calcite) 3-4(Calcite) 7(Quartz)

About 3m About 3m About 1.6m About 3.2m

Straight figure wearing hat
holding a ritual tablet 

Wearing official uniform with
hands on abdomen

Wearing official uniform & coat,
holding a ritual tablet  

Straight figure wearing cloth hat
holding a ritual tablet

Items 13 Tombs of Ming Dynasty Eastern Qing Tombs Vietnam Royal Tombs of Joseon
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In accordance with the strong social value of worshipping one’s ancestors, the Royal Tombs of the

Joseon Dynasty are more rigorously taken care of than any other historic sites. Strict theoretical

guidelines such as Gyeongguk Daejeon, the Code of State Constitution and the Five Rites of the State,

were applied. Special attention has been paid to managing and protecting royal tombs, as Korea’s

rulers have frequented the sites to pay homage to their predecessors. Governments appoint a tomb

keeper and guards, and there are management facilities attached to the royal tombs including a

guards’ house. After Korea’s liberation from Japanese colonial rule, the Cultural Heritage

Administration, a government agency, began to systematically manage the Royal Tombs of the

Joseon Dynasty. As a result, even today they are well kept in their original forms.

The authenticity of the tombs has been sustained in part because they have not been systematically

robbed. A select number of belongings of the deceased were interred at the time of construction.

However, damage from robbery was not serious, and much of the detailed description on

construction, ceremonies, and those belongings could survive. 

As management of the burial zone has continued from the time of construction through to today,

most of its geographical features remain intact. Since a vast area of land and topography of the

Donggureung Cluster (E1) and Seooreung Cluster (W1) have been especially well preserved, the

landscape retains its sense of wholeness. The original form of the burial mound, an integral part of

every royal tomb, also remains intact. Granite objects in the burial mound are in good shape.

Wooden facilities, such as T-shaped shrines and stele sheds, have also been meticulously repaired and

Meanwhile, as Confucianism took root in Korea, from the ruling class down to ordinary citizens,

Koreans cherished graves and so highly with an almost religious zeal. Accordingly, not only the

tombs of kings but the graves of one’s ancestors were respected, and even ordinary citizens thought

of worshiping at them as their religion. Even today, one’s parents should be respected by all means,

and it is vital to take care of the graves of their ancestors. Of the many graves in Korea, the Royal

Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty are the most excellent, because Confucianism was adopted by the

Joseon Dynasty as a virtue of the highest order in both politics and society. The Royal Tombs of

Joseon, therefore, are said to enjoy a higher level of cultural status in Confucian culture.

Integrity and Authenticity 3.D

1) Preservation of Original Forms of Joseon Royal Tombs

Burial area of Mongneung (19)
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The preservation of the burial mounds of Joseon Royal Tombs has been successful, and not much

repair work has been needed. During the general management of the tomb, however, the lawns and

landscapes are carefully maintained. Repairs including the replacement of wood, tiles and multicolor

paintings have been conducted on wooden structures for rituals, and those destroyed by fire have

been restored. During such repairs, the structures' original forms were generally unaltered. In the

event that repairs did alter the forms, such as with the multicolor painting, those changes were made

on the instruction of historical documents, like the Records of the Office of Royal Tomb

Construction, and on the advice of registered experts in each field. Repairs have been primarily based

on old documents and other materials, such as photos taken at the end of the 19th century and in the

early 20th century. Moreover, repairs are conducted scientifically with the excavation and expert

consultation.

In addition to this, trees have been well taken care of to preserve better the particular landscape of

the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty. Trees to be replanted are selected according to guidelines

from vegetation records and old photos and are grown at a tree nursery managed by the Cultural

Heritage Administration, making sure traditional tree belts are kept properly. A long-term plan to

raise certain types of trees distribution and pinpoint saplings likely to be in limited supply is under

way, meaning that the preservation of the landscape of the royal tombs is likely to go in the future.

Plans for the repair and restoration of royal tombs based on these documents and concurrent efforts

to supply manpower and materials, led to be the original forms of the Royal Tombs of the Joseon

Dynasty have been well preserved.

2) Authentic Repair & Restoration

maintained by experts. The burial mound is encircled by neatly arranged pine trees, the traditional

trees of the royal tombs, completing the landscape. In some royal tombs, some parts of the ponds or

guards’ houses were lost to fire, but most have been restored according to documentary evidence and

excavation surveys. Restoration plans in place so as to guarantee the authenticity and integrity of the

royal tombs because of well-kept records.

The front mountain seen from the low walls of Gwangneung (08)



Ancestral worship services in the Joseon Dynasty

were essential parts of state events. Accordingly, not

only kings and their subjects, but also the whole

nation consecrated the rituals are trying their best to

formulate ceremonies that dignified royal families and

enhanced their status. The number of ancestral rites

for kings and queens have changed throughout

history: sometimes five times a year - on the first day

of the lunar new year, Hansik, the 105th day after the

winter solstice, Dano, the fifth day of May, Chuseok,

Korean thanksgiving, and Dongji, the winter solstice;

and sometimes twice a year - on Dano and the

anniversary of a king or queen's death. Under normal

circumstances, Koreans hold such rites every year

without fail forced to scale-down and were stopped.

Rituals during the period of Japanese colonial rule,

but guidelines were established to resume

performances of rites on anniversaries of kings’ and

queens’ deaths after liberation. A ritual ceremony is

held at each tomb by a group of people who pay tribute to their ancestors. By studying historical

evidence of the order, table setting, ritual robes, and location of artifacts, Koreans today perform

simplified but modernized ceremonies in conformity with ritual procedures. In any ceremony, basic

procedures are observed at each royal tomb: walking past the red spiked gate and walkway, bowing

on the panwi, the ceremonial platform, worshiping at the T-shaped shrine, burning the memorial

address at yegam, the incinerating chamber, bowing again, and clearing away the plates. Such a

ritual is performed on the anniversary of a king or queen’s death at each of the royal tombs. On the
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3) Maintenance of Function 
as Worshipping Service Space

Ritual ceremony for Geonwolleung (27th. June, 2007) 
Ritual ceremonies have been held every year at each royal tomb. The descendants of Joseon's royal family implement those ceremonies. 
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4) Securing the Protection and Management Capacity 

Since the sites of the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty are owned by the state and protected by

the Cultural Heritage Protection Act, it is unlikely that they will be damaged or infringed upon by

urbanization. Each royal tomb is efficiently managed by specialists using sophisticated systems. Of

greatest concern are natural disasters like fires. So far, no large-scale damage has been done to the royal

tombs by fires, all of which have been quickly and successfully extinguished. And because visitors

hold the royal tombs sacred, they do not cause problems in preserving and managing them. Visitors to

the tombs take their trash with them when they leave. 

In the protection and management of royal tombs, the landscape of their “buffer zones” has been a

concern. However, the government has imposed restrictions on developments in these buffer zones,

including large-scale construction projects and changes to land usage that might disfigure the

landscape of the royal tombs. Moreover, as local governments designate “green districts” in

mountainous areas and farmland to protect them from urbanization, the buffer zones will be better

preserved.

The Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty are highly valued as vast areas of open space that have been

successfully preserved despite urbanization. It cannot be denied that large areas of their buffer zones

have been developed, hurting the surrounding landscape of the tombs, whose locations were chosen

according to the precepts of geomancy. Intensified protection and management programs for the

buffer zones adjacent to royal tombs are being carried out, especially in Donggureung Cluster (E1),

Taereung Cluster (M3) and Seosamreung Cluster (W2). Consequently, the integrity of the landscape at

the royal tombs is expected to improve further in the future.

anniversary of the death of Taejo, the first king of the Joseon Dynasty, a ritual ceremony that closely

resembles its original form is held, starting with a royal procession from the palace to the tomb,

where there is a ritual ceremony before the procession returns to the palace.

On top of these formal ceremonies, ordinary citizens pay homage to the deceased kings whenever

they visit a royal tomb, and the Royal Tombs of Joseon perform their functions even today.
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Memorial Photographs from the Funeral of Emperor Sunjong 
(순순종종어어장장의의사사진진첩첩, 純純宗宗御御葬葬儀儀寫寫眞眞帖帖), 1926

Courtiers in the funeral costume

The nation in mourning in front of Changdeokgung 
When the king or queen died, ordinary people wore white clothes.
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Mourners at the funeral of Emperor Sunjong

Mourners at the funeral of Emperor Sunjong
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Foreign envoys arriving for the funeral of Emperor Sunjong

Preparing for the funeral by covering the road with fresh earth
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Offerings prepared for ritual table

Funeral ceremony for Emperor Sunjong
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Procedure when leaves the palace (발인, 發靷)

Ornaments for the funeral procession
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Junganma (죽안마, 竹鞍馬), horses made of bamboo and traditional paper to be burned after burial

Bier carrying the emperor’s body to the burial site
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Funeral procession for Emperor Sunjong crossing the Salgozi bridge

Funeral procession for Emperor Sunjong (만장, 輓章)
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Pallbearers

Bier funeral procession for Emperor Sunjong
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Funeral procession passing the temporary bridge made for the funeral, crossing Jungnang stream

People in preparation for lowering the coffin into the grave
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Bamboo and paper horses being burned after burial

People paying homage in the T-shaped shrine after burial
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Area beneath the burial mound under construction

Temporary thatch house for burial mound (Ongga, 옹가,瓮家; Sudogak, 수도각, 隧道閣)
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Burial grounds of Emperor Sunjong (Hongneung on the left and Yureung on the right)

Construction of tomb area after burial, before constructing stone objects
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Burial accessories
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Present State of Conservation4.A

Overall Conservation

1) Core Zone

4.A-1

Joseon Dynasty valued the royal tombs as part of the dynasty’s foundation. In a country which

declared Confucianism as the state ideology, maintaining and preserving the tombs of its kings and

queens was a high priority.  

Throughout the 519-year history, royal officials were selected to maintain the tombs; a manager for

each tomb stayed permanently at the burial ground; and villagers were mobilized to serve as guards.

To protect against fire, a ditch was built around the burial zone area and trees and shrubs near the

ditch were removed. Cattle raising and farming were banned and seasonal trees and flowers were

planted in the tomb area. The king received regular reports on the condition of the tombs and they

were recorded in the archives. 

Today, through to the conservation and maintenance of the Cultural Heritage Administration

(CHA), Joseon Royal Tombs remain in their original state, despite growing encroachment from

urban sprawl. The Joseon Royal Tombs has been managed at the state level ever since the fall of the

Joseon Dynasty. Local governments and relevant government agencies also play a role in preserving

and maintaining the tombs.

The ground of Joseon Royal Tombs is divided into three areas: burial, ceremonial, and entrance.

The burial area is regarded as the most important and most sacred section, since it is the very place

which houses the burial mound. The burial areas of the tombs have been well preserved that none of

the royal burial mounds have been damaged. Furthermore, original stone objects surrounding the

burial mound such as the retaining stone, stone guardrail, and stone animals still stand (Table 4-1). 

Continuous nurturing and weeding has kept the sod covering the burial mounds well maintained.

Although the stone

objects, made of granite,

are strong and durable,

some have suffered from

weather erosion or moss.

Research is under way to

find out how to remove

the moss. Conservation

status for each royal

tomb is summarized in

table 4-1 and 4-2.

Stone architecture and stone objects have
gathered moss. The plan to remove them is
under formulation.

Although part of some stone objects were
damaged by bullets during war, their overall
original shape is preserved. 
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Table 4-1. Conservation level of the burial mound area
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Table 4-2. Conservation level of the ritual area and the entrance area
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2) Buffer Zone

The natural environment of the buffer zone in some royal tombs such as Gwangneung Cluster

(E4) and Yeongneung Cluster (E5) remains in very good condition. This state of conservation was

made possible by its location: the tombs are placed on a high ground and surrounded by mountains.

Other royal tombs, however, have suffered from expanding urbanization, growing population, and

sprawling residence: the traditional protective factors such as ditches and the area around the ditches

are not intact; in the middle of the city, high rising buildings are built around the tomb area

affecting the historical and cultural landscape; and there are pressures for development within the

buffer zone. To improve the conservation of the buffer zone, the Cultural Heritage Administration is

buying additional land around Seosamreung Cluster (W2) and Taereung Cluster (M3) to restore the

surrounding environment to the original state. Plans have been made to preserve and maintain the

historical and cultural landscape of cultural properties through such measures as purchasing private

lands and using relevant laws. With these efforts in place, the conservation of buffer zones is

expected to improve. 

Preservation of ceremonial

and entrance areas has been less

perfect. Many structures were

destroyed due to the very nature

of the wooden architecture. A

number of ponds and the

Geumcheongyo (bridge) at the

entrance of burial zones have

suffered minor damage or has

been partially buried due to

changes in water flow caused by

urbanization. However, key

structures, such as the T-shaped

shrine, the stele shed, the red

spiked gate and the worship

road have all maintained their original forms through continuous management. Thus the unique

style of spatial composition found only at the Joseon Royal Tombs has been well preserved. Some

buildings and structures were lost centuries ago, they were rebuilt to their original state or the sites

would be maintained. Surviving old documents contain details on them, and reconstruction projects

are conducted by highly-skilled technicians based on thorough historic and archaeological research

to ensure the authenticity and integrity.

Although some facilities were lost, the sites remain intact.
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The landscape of the buffer zone seen from the burial mound has been relatively well preserved, Gwangneung Cluster(E4). 

Table 4-2. Conservation state of the ceremonial and entrance areas

As for the royal tombs which are located in the metropolitan city, their buffer zones are affected by skyscrapers. But royal tombs play an
important role as open space, Seolleung Cluster(M2). 

3) Landscape

While industrialization and urbanization has dramatically altered the ground between royal

tombs, landscapes of the burial zones have been shielded carefully. The CHA cultivates seedlings of

pine trees, Korean azalea and other fauna traditionally used to landscape the burial zones and plants

them as needed, thus maintaining the practice of traditional landscaping. 

On the other hand, landscape outside the tomb areas has been damaged, and in some cases, to a great

extent. Forests between royal tombs have been altered from development activities, undermining the

integrity of the surrounding environment.

One of the unique features of Joseon Tombs is that the burial mounds were placed out of easy sight

and access. They did not come into view unless the road to the mounds was traversed. The

landscaping took advantage of the characteristics of the natural terrain, which cannot be seen in tombs

of other dynasties.
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In the tree nursery managed by the Cultural Heritage Administration, 80 kinds of traditional trees and autonomous plants are nurtured.

4) Intangible Heritage Value

One of the prominent heritage values of the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty is the ritual

culture that has been maintained for over 600 years. Although it was discontinued during the

Japanese colonial rule and the Korean War, the tradition of rituals that took place at the royal tombs

resumed in 1966 to continue to the present day. The Ancestral Worship Society, which is in charge

of the offering of the rites, was established for each royal tomb by the Royal Family Organization.

The society is composed of the descendants of the royal family, and carries out ancestral worship rites

on the death anniversaries of the kings and queens and on the specific days.

Currently, the ritual procedures, arrangement of the ritual food, and ritual costumes follow the

historical research done on the Gukjo Oryeui, the Five Rites of the State, and Joseon Wangjo Sillok, the

Annals of the Joseon Dynasty. Such research has been maintained by those designated as the skill

holders of important intangible cultural heritages.

The outcome of research regarding the ritual process at the royal tomb is becoming widespread

through publications and internet web sites. The CHA provides financial support for the rituals in

the preparation of food and traditional costumes. The documentation work continues to preserve the

original form of the ritual.

The number of people attending the ritual reaches up to three thousand at Geonwolleung (01),

where the biggest ritual takes place. About one thousand people gather at most other royal tombs,

and between three and five hundred come to less visited royal tombs. It is clear from such figures

that the rituals have been well maintained throughout history,
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Conservation of Each Tomb Cluster 

1) Donggureung Cluster (E1)

4.A-2

Donggureung Cluster has great symbolic and conservation value; it is the largest group of tombs

formed during the Joseon Dynasty. Prominest example of them is the tomb of King Taejo, founder

of the dynasty. The entire Donggureung site, facilities and stone objects inside it have been relatively

well preserved. The biggest problem with Donggureung Cluster is its landscape. There are a number

of bars and restaurants near the entrance to the cluster, harming the solemn atmosphere. The

landscape of the buffer zone is also affected by skyscrapers and multi-storied apartments. But the

responsible local government is striving to improve the historical and cultural landscape of

Donggureung Cluster by making landscape management plans. 

2) Hongyureung Cluster (E2)

Hongyureng Cluster remains intact mainly because the two tombs in the cluster were made as

late as in the 1900s. Unlike tombs in other clusters, the two tombs in Hongyureung Cluster are

surrounded by walls and have traditionally constructed front gates, making conservation endeavors

relatively easy. The problem, however, is that the cluster is located in the fast-growing city which

puts a priority on development.

3) Sareung Cluster (E3)

The landscape inside Sareung Cluster is well preserved, but the tree nursery run by the Cultural

Heritage Administration harms the original plants inside the cluster. To resolve all these problems,

plans will be made to relocate the tree nursery and to purchase private lands that occupy the

entrance area.

4) Gwangneung Cluster (E4)

Gwangneung Cluster’s buffer zone is relatively well preserved, because the area around

Gwangneung Cluster is operated as the Korea National Arboretum and is also protected as the

habitat for the Korean woodpecker. Development pressure is less strong here than in other clusters.

A fire prevention line is expected to be restored in the future.
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8) Heolleung Cluster (M2)

The natural environment of Heolleung’s core zone is well preserved, but a government organization

takes up the southwest part of the site. Fortunately, the land is state - owned, managed by the CHA.

The land can be returned to the administration and restored to the original state anytime as it is the

case with Taereung Cluster (M3).

9) Taereung Cluster (M3)

Taereung Cluster’s burial zone has many pending issues. The shooting range (2.1ha) and Sports

Training Center (3.1ha) located between Taereung (16) and Gangneung (18) have changed the

topography and harmed the landscape. There are also concerns about soil pollution. However, the

5) Yeongneung Cluster (E5)

Yeongneung Cluster changed a great deal in the 1970s when a special renovation was conducted

in commemoration of Great King Sejong. Later, a Comprehensive Construction Plan was drafted to

restore Yeongneung to what it was before the 1970s. According to the plan, the tomb will be

restored to its original state in 2011. To support the plan, excavation research and restoration

designing are actively underway. Development activities in the buffer zone are completely restricted,

and landscape outside the tombs remains nearly intact.

6) Jangneung (E6)

Although Jangneung Cluster is under the control of the CHA, it is in a remote region (Yeongwol-

gun in Gangwon-do), and its management is commissioned to the local government. There is only

one tomb in the cluster, but the site is very wide and well preserved. Jangneung Cluster is

ecologically important because of its sizeable number of trees and shrubs. But there are a few unfit

structures at the entrance of the cluster such as shops and houses, affecting the landscape. 

7) Seolleung Cluster (M1)

Seolleung Cluster is located in the center of the metropolitan city. The landscape of Seolleung’s

core zone is well preserved, but the buffer zone’s landscape is greatly affected by the surrounding

urban area. There are a number of skyscrapers around the cluster, and the tomb site has been

reduced, with the red spiked gate lying adjacent to the road, meaning that the traditional entrance

area has disappeared. 
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shooting range and sports training center are planned to move out in 2008 and in 2014, respectively.

According to the Taereung Cluster Restoration Plan, this site will be turned into a historical forest

open to citizens. 

10) Jeongneung Cluster (M4)

Jeongneung Cluster is in the Bukhansan mountain region. Except for the mountain paths inside the

cluster, the core zone’s environment has been well preserved. Adjacent to Bukhansan, the western part

of the buffer zone is well preserved, but the landscape of the southern part has been slightly affected

by high-rise apartment buildings. 

11) Uireung Cluster (M5)

The original state of Uireung Cluster suffered extensive damage from 1962 to 1995, during which

the cluster was managed by a different government organization rather than the Cultural Heritage

Administration. During this period, several buildings and facilities were allowed to be built at

Uireung. Since 1996, when the CHA took over its management, restoration work has been actively

performed. Some of the buildings are still under lease to the Korea National University of Arts but

the leases will gradually expire in 2012. Starting in 2008, intermediate and long-term reconstruction

works are planned to be done. 

12) Seooreung Cluster (W1)

Although military facilities are placed near Hongneung (29) and Changneung (09), the tombs’ core

zones have been well preserved. The traditional species of trees such as pine tree and alder tree have

been preserved, and efforts are also underway to conduct investigations and to restore the cluster to

the original state.

13) Seosamreung Cluster (W2)

The size of the Seosamreung Cluster has been downsized since Japan’s occupation. Today, ranches,

schools, and golf courses are dividing the area, and the three tombs in Seosamreung Cluster,

Hyoreung, Yereung, and Huireung, are not linked to each other. Relevant agencies in charge of the

cluster’s management are jointly working to restore the damaged topography and landscape to the

original state.
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15) Paju Samreung Cluster (W4)

Urbanization and industrialization effects have not reached Paju Samreung Cluster. Both the core

zone and buffer zone have been well preserved. The biggest problem, however, is a road that goes

through the site which leads to the village behind the burial zone. The local government and

residents are formulating plans to revert the road to the outside and close down the original road.

16) Jangneung Cluster (W5)

Jangneung Cluster is in Paju-si and relatively well preserved. But part of the site where the pond

was placed in the past is today a private land. Plans are under way to purchase the private land and to

expand the cultural property area. 

17) Jangneung Cluster (W6)

Jangneung Cluster is in Gimpo-si. The cluster’s core zone is well preserved: the landscape has not

been damaged, and the trees and shrubs around the burial mound have been regularly supplemented.

But the landscape of the buffer zone is slightly affected by high-rise apartment buildings placed in

front of the burial zone.

18) Yungneung Cluster (W7)

Yungneung Cluster is in the same cultural region as Yongjusa (temple). Although the burial zone

is partly damaged by storms and floods, the whole core zone has been well preserved. The road

linking Yungneung Cluster with Yongjusa is named the “Filial Piety Road” and will remain in its

current state even when residential places are constructed there according to the City Development

Plan. The bypass road was constructed between the two cultural properties, and private lands between

the Filial Piety Road and bypass road need to be purchased to make room for parking lots, exhibit

halls, and other tourist spaces. Plans have been made to preserve the historical and cultural landscape

and make the buffer zone a pleasant and orderly place.

14) Olleung Cluster (W3)

Although the site of Olleung Cluster has been downsized, its topography has been well preserved.

To the north of the cluster are located military units, to its far south is a new road, but relevant laws

strictly restrain development activities in the surrounding area. 
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Factors affecting the Property4.B

Development Pressures4.B-1

As the Royal Tombs of Joseon are designated as historic sites by Cultural Heritage Protection

Act, development proposals in the core areas are strictly limited. With the exception of the

protection areas at Taereung Cluster (M3) and Jeongneung Cluster (M4), which were reduced by 6

hectare and 0.1 hectare, respectively, between 1970 and 2007, other protection areas have been

expanded and managed by purchasing the additional land required to preserve these historic sites.

Since Joseon Royal Tombs are in the metropolitan area, their buffer zones are under continuous

pressure from public and private development. Under the Act wholly revised in 2000, construction

activities which could harm the historical and cultural landscape of the state-designated cultural

heritage can be conducted only with the permission of the CHA to ensure the systematic

preservation of the historical and cultural landscape. The five royal tombs inside Seoul have a buffer

zone extending 100 meters from the core zone under the city’s Cultural Heritage Protection

Ordinance. In the metropolitan area, the buffer zone is 500 meters for the royal tombs in Gyeonggi-

do and Gangwon-do under the provincial Cultural Heritage Protection Ordinance. Any

development activity conducted in those buffer zones cannot be done without the deliberation of the

National Cultural Heritage Committee. Under the laws and ordinances, those who wish to conduct

construction activities have the obligation not to harm the historical and cultural landscape, and the

head of the CHA has the right to demand the constructor to install the facilities needed for the

conservation of the landscape depending on the case.

Environmental Pressure4.B-2

Joseon Royal Tombs are surrounded by mountains, boasting natural beauty. Royal tombs are an

ecologically valuable place where various trees and shrubs grow along with a wide range of animals

and birds. 

The natural environment of Joseon Royal Tombs, however, has been exposed to natural and

manmade changes. Newly constructed subways and roads around royal tombs inflicted damage to

the water system, harming the whole ecological environment. The natural process of ecological

succession and the import of foreign species are also problematic. Global warming affects all nations

around the world, and Korea is no exception. A rise in temperature is expected to have a great

influence on the flora and fauna of royal tomb grounds. It will also harm their wooden and stone

structures. 

Facing all those problems, the Ministry of Environment and the Korea Forest Service are closely

cooperating with each other to preserve Korea’s unique natural environment. The CHA is also

attempting to minimize environmental pressure on cultural heritages, particularly the Joseon Royal

Tombs. As part of the effort, the administration is nurturing the seedlings of traditional plants in the
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tree nursery and transplanting them in royal tombs. By doing this, the administration tries to reduce

global warming-caused changes in landscape and ensures the royal tombs’ authenticity. The planting

plans are made on an annual basis to remove foreign species or inadequate plants and to plant

traditional trees and shrubs. 

Yeongneung Cluster (E5), which is located near a river, has been well protected from the pressures

of development, as its buffer zone was designated as a preservation area early its planning stage.

However, the construction of the Paldang Dam has increased humidity of the surrounding area,

causing excessive growth of moss in the forest of Yeongneung Cluster.

Natural Disasters and Risk Preparedness4.B-3

To prevent and prepare for possible natural disasters or accidents such as storms, fires and damage

by wildlife, the CHA compiled the Manual for Disasters in Cultural Heritage and Practical Manual

for Fire Prevention and Recovery in royal tombs. It is based on a wide range of laws and regulations

such as the Cultural Heritage Protection Act, Fundamental Law on Disaster Management, Natural

Disaster Management Act, Fundamental Law on Civil Defense, Fundamental Guidelines for

National Crisis Management, Standard Manual for Forest Fire Management, and Standard Manual

for Earthquake Management.

Regular inspections are conducted at least once a month, and extra inspections are done in special

seasons such as thawing seasons, fire seasons, and flood damage seasons. To reinforce safety measures,

February and March are designated as the Special Month for Inspecting Thawing, March, April, and

May as the Special Month for Preventing Fire, and June as the Special Month for Flood Damage.

In case of disasters, the CHA establishes an Emerpency Headquarters and has the temporary team

control the responding process. An Investigation Team and Advisory Team are also formed to help

the recovery job and to ensure royal tombs’ authenticity.

1) Fire

Joseon Royal Tombs are under constant threat of fire since they are surrounded by forests and have

buildings mostly made of wood. But fire has not caused major damage so far, due to well-established

safety systems of each tomb management office.

Designating fire managers and making firefighting plans

The management office designates fire managers, and each fire manager is assigned his own zone.

Fire managers make firefighting plans, and form and operate fire-fighting squads.

Fire training and education

The management office personnel are taught how to use firefighting equipment and, in cooperation

with their local fire station, practice reporting fires, assisting people escape a fire and helping to

extinguish the fire. Fire safety lessons are given annually with the support of the National

Emergency Management Agency and Korea Forest Service. 
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Fire prevention line

Since some royal tombs are in mountains, and fires starting outside them can easily spread inside. If

a royal tomb catches fire, damage would be unavoidable. To keep fires at bay, the boundaries of the

burial zones were designated as fire prevention lines, and trees which do not easily burn were planted

around those lines. 

Special Months for Fire Prevention

From March to May, during which the weather is dry and fires are easy to start, fire safety is

heightened. During that period, proactive measures are taken such as extended night shifts and

installing fire prevention bulletins. When the possibility of fire is high according to the Forest Fire

Alarming System in the Korea Forest Research Institute, the number of fire managers is increased,

and the flow of tourists is monitored closely. 

Firefighting facilities and equipment

Firefighting facilities and equipment are built and installed adequately, according to the

Fundamental Law on Fire Prevention and Special Act on Installing Fire Fighting Equipment and

Conducting Safety Measures. Recently motorcycles suitable for mountainous areas great mobility

have been dispatched in each royal tomb. 

Cooperation with fire prevention organizations

The CHA cooperates with relevant organizations such as the National Emergency Management

Agency, Korea Forest Service, and Defense Ministry to establish a fire-fighting system. Under the

system, if a fire erupts, the relevant organizations will dispatch firefighting helicopters. The Rule on

Fire Prevention and Fire Fighting made by the Korea Forest Service puts a great priority on cultural

heritage. According to the rule, cultural properties are the second most important to be saved in times

of fire only after people. Both administrative and technical system is set up for fire prevention. 

Alarming and surveillance facilities

Tomb Management Offices,

fire stations, and police stations

are expanding the installment

of the Closed Circuit Television

(CCTV) for the early detection

of fire.   

Donggureung Cluster (E1),

Seooreung Cluster (W1),

Yeongneung Cluster (E5), and

Seolleung Cluster (M1) are the

first to have CCTVs, and the

installment plan will be

complete in 2012.
The unmanned surveillance system inspects the management of royal tombs in real time. 
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The communication network is so well established that, if a fire takes place, the fire squad, soldiers, policemen, and fire fighters in the
region are all mobilized to put out the fire. They also share fire-fighting facilities such as helicopters

Torrential downpours in the late summer monsoon season account for almost half of the annual

precipitation in the nation. Although there were several times when torrential rains did harm paths

or drain ditches, major facilities have never been damaged. Royal tombs have been saved despite

storms and floods since they are located in a naturally safe area. Our ancestors considered the

possibility of inundation as an important factor when they selected tomb sites. 

To prevent damage from storms and floods, a series of measures are taken. Danger factors are

removed based on the Flood Damage Check List. Depending on weather conditions, a tourist

evacuation warning is issued, parking is banned in dangerous areas, access to construction sites is

limited, tree supports are installed, and sandbags are prepared.

2) Storm and flood damage

Although weak earth tremors are sometimes detected, earthquakes rarely occur on the Korean

Peninsula and the Joseon Royal Tombs have never suffered quake damage. Nevertheless, the CHA is

also preparing for the possibility of an earthquake. A special team is formed and operated to take

measures such as intensifying protection against loiters, securing contact numbers of relevant

organizations, and protecting cultural heritages. 

3) Earthquakes

Damage by blight and insects has been a constant problem in the management of royal tombs.

Recently the blight which started outside the tomb is sometimes spreading inside, doing harm to

tomb landscape. 

4) Damage by blight and insects
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White ants are the biggest problem for wooden architecture. Amid global warming white ants

are migrating northward, and the CHA must spray insecticide on an annual basis. When harmful

insects are found in wooden material, insect prevention and extermination treatments are reapplied

and the damaged wood is repaired. 

With the support of private corporations, the damage by white ants will be minimized. They have

provided sniffing dogs that can detect white ants before damage becomes apparent.  

5) Damage to wooden structures by white ants

“Harmful wild animals” are those that are designated by the Environment Ministry as having the

possibility of inflicting damage on people or facilities. Harmful animals such as wild boars make

appearances in royal tombs, damaging structures or attacking people. 

To minimize the damage by harmful wild animals, the CHA made the Prevention Plan for Damage

by Harmful Wild Animals. Under the plan, the facilities needed to keep wild animals at bay are

built, and the reporting and capturing system is set up.

6) Damage from wildlife

1) Tourists

Experts in each tomb management office are conducting regular inspections for damage control.

Severely damaged trees and shrubs are treated with the advice from the National Forest Science Research

Institute. The CHA has also selected a qualified tree hospital for the treatment of damaged trees. 

Visitor/Tourism Pressures4.B-4

An increasing number of people visit the royal tombs to learn about history, architecture, and

landscape architecture, to rest or to experience traditional culture. The Korean people, influenced by

Confucianism, regard the royal tombs as sacred places and, accordingly, are careful when they enter

the burial grounds. 

The number of tourists visiting the tombs can overwhelm the capacity, but damage by tourists

rarely occurs. As seen in the number of monthly visitors in Graph 4-2, a relatively large number of

visitors are concentrated in April and May and in October. During those months, the management

staff is increased to prevent accidental damage. 

The tourism policy emphasizes conservation of the tombs. Depending on the scale of the tomb site

and the number of tourists, some royal tombs are off limits to ordinary people. Only guided tours are

allowed three to four times a day in the sacred burial area.
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2) Tourism Industry

R oyal tombs are important

tourist assets. The tour program

linking royal tombs and palaces is

expected to be developed. Tour

products are also developed on the

condition that they do not harm the

cultural heritages’ original state. 

The construction of tour facilities

such as hotels is not allowed inside

the royal tomb. They must be built

only in the vicinity of the tombs. 

Number of Inhabitants
within the Property and the Buffer Zone

4.B-5

With the exception of Donggureung Cluster (E1) and Taereung Cluster (M3), there are no

residents in the core zones. But the buffer zones are home to many people. Since development

activities are strictly limited by laws and regulations, the number of residents and development

programs is not expected to rapidly increase. 

Visitors per month

Number of Residents in the Core Zone

48

0

0

0

0

0

0

1

102

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Number of Residents in the Buffer Zone(app.)

21,800

22,700

1,500

300

2,000

15,000

6,500

200

170

4,000

3,500

2,600

1,100

900

2,000

3,000

5,000

18,400

Cluster

E1

E2

E3

E4

E5

E6

M1

M2

M3

M4

M5

W1

W2

W3

W4

W5

W6

W7

Table 4-3. Number of Residents within the property
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All of the 18 royal tomb clusters were designated as historic sites in 1970 in accordance with the

Cultural Heritage Protection Act. Since then they have been managed at the national level, and the

government has put strict rules governing their protection. 

Both the Cultural

Heritage Protection Act

and the National Land

Planning and Utilization

Act prohibit development

within the core zones of

the royal tombs. The core

zone are designated as

historic sites as seen in

Table 5-1. The buffer

zones of many royal

tombs are designated as

the green area on the

natural environment.
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Ownership 5.A

The core zones of the royal tombs used be owned by the royal family of the Joseon Dynasty, and

since the liberation from the Japanese Colonial rule (1945), they have been the properties of the

state. Their national ownership is spelled out in the State Property Law, and the Cultural Heritage

Protection Act defines their status as historic sites. They are managed by the Cultural Heritage

Administration, which is responsible for all designated cultural heritage, including cultural

landmarks. 

This national ownership and cultural status ensures that the Joseon Royal Tombs and the land

associated with them cannot be sold or become subject to private claims, thus relieving concerns that

their ownership may change.

Most of the buffer zones around the tombs are privately held. However, the government has bought

out partial private lands around the entrance roads to enhance effective preservation and

management of the overall burial sites. 

In the case of the Donggureung Cluster (E1), the local government is formulating plans for

management of the space surrounding the cluster’s entrance road. At Taereung Cluster (M3), the

transfer agreement of land from the land-owning to the Cultural Heritage Administration facilitates

the integrity of the site. Seosamreung Cluster (W2), too, is developing a land transfer plan that

eventually will restore its entire tomb cluster area.

Protective Designation5.B

Table 5-1. Designation of royal tombs as historic sites

Cluster Code

E1
E2
E3
E4
E5
E6
M1
M2
M3
M4
M5
W1
W2
W3
W4
W5
W6
W7

Historic Site No.

193
207
209
197
195
196
199
194
201
208
204
198
200
210
205
203
202
206

Area when Designated(ha.)

191.5
121.1
14.6
105.9
200.8
349.5
19.8
127

166.2
29.9
37.9
183
21.8
21.7
140.8
34.5
51.6
70.5

Current Area(ha.)

196.6
121.1

16
105.9
200.8
356.3

24
127

159.8
29.7
37.9
183.3
21.8
21.7
140.8
34.5
51.6
70.5
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“Acts Regarding Changes in Condition of  State-Designated Heritage Sites and Others,” Article
30-2,  Enforcement Rule of the Cultural Heritage Protection Act

ⓐExcavations 50 or more meters deep that threaten the preservation of the cultural heritage site.
ⓑCausing noise or vibration or discharging air pollutants or chemical substances or creating 

dust or heat in ways that threaten the conservation of the cultural heritage.
ⓒConstructing or expanding buildings or facilities that can affect the amount of sunlight 

falling on a cultural heritage site or  obstruct the scenic view. 
ⓓActs that change the characteristics of the land, forest, or fields, and in turn can influence 

the conservation of cultural heritage.

Table 5-2. Laws Related to Activities Restricted in Buffer Zones 

Protection Laws5.C-1

The Cultural Heritage Protection Act includes the primary measures for management and

preservation of the Joseon Royal Tombs as a cultural heritage. The National Land Planning and

Utilization Act and the other administrative rules and guidelines of numerous government agencies

also play parts in ensuring control over activities including construction, development, and

topographic changes that threaten any aspect of these sites. This commitment extends not only to

the core zones of the royal tombs, but also to their buffer zones.  

1) Cultural Heritage Protection Act (CHPA)

The CHPA defines core zones as the land essential to the integrity of cultural heritage site and its

protection. The CHPA collaborates with other laws, including NLPUA. (“Relation with Other

Acts,” Article 99, CHPA). Any action that could alter conditions inside the cultural protection area

or that could affect its conservation is required for the permission of the administrator of the

Cultural Heritage Administration. (“Matters Subject to Permission,” Article 34, CHPA; “Criteria

and Procedures for Permission to Alter Existing State, etc.,” Article 23, Enforcement Decree of the

CHPA). Consequently, conservation and management of the core zone is strictly regulated by law. 

Protection of buffer zones is also within the purview of the Article 30-2 of the Enforcement Rule of

the CHPA, in accordance with Article 34 of the Act, defines this regulatory power. The law states

that any action within 500 meters of a protected area is restricted if the action threatens the

conservation of a cultural heritage site. The boundaries of the 500-meter zone is determined by the

consultation between the chief executive of the metropolitan government involved and the

administrator of the CHA. In Seoul, for example, the law specifies a 100-meter buffer zone.

Restricted acts within buffer zones are seen in Table5-2. 

5.C Means of Implementing Protective Measures
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All proposed activities that could affect the buffer zone are typically reviewed and decided by the

CHA, concerned experts and the Cultural Heritage Committee, on a case by case basis. To

systematically deliberate decisions by type of activities and to effectively manage alterations, a

detailed permission criteria for changes in the buffer zone for each tomb cluster is under formulation

since 2003. As part of this effort, such guidelines are in effect for six clusters - Donggureung Cluster

(E1), Hongyureung Cluster (E2), Sareung Cluster (E3), Jangneung Cluster (W5), Jangneung Cluster

(W6), and Yungneung Cluster (W7). Similar plans are expected for other tombs. Criteria used for

these guidelines in relatively undeveloped areas take into account the land use within the buffer zone

while remaining focused on preserving green space, retaining the existing topography, and

continuing to restrict construction of buildings. However, in urban areas, the planning rules of the

local government apply. Diverse management criteria concerning the buffer zones are also being

established at the local level. These changes are directed at balancing the conservation of cultural

heritage sites and urban development needs according to the specific circumstances at each location.

For more detailed information, refer to Appendix 3. 

2) National Land Planning and Utilization Act (NLPUA)

The core zones of the Royal Tombs of Joseon are designated as green districts, development restriction

area, arable districts, and natural environment conservation districts under the NLPUA. Restrictions on

land use, building-to-land ratios, and floor area ratios are enforced within the core zones according to the

NLPUA. Construction restrictions in the core zones are strict, as seen below in Table 5-3. 

Table 5-3. Designation of Area, District and Zone within the Core Area of the Royal Tombs of Joseon

Floor 
Area 
Ratio

50~80%

50~80%

50~80%

-

Articles Related to Restricted Acts

Urban planning ordinances of each local government

Urban planning ordinances of each local government

Urban planning ordinances of each local government

"Restricted Acts Within Development Restriction
zone,"Article 11, Act on Special Measures for the Designation
and Management of Development Restriction Zone Apart
from the construction of certain public facilities, it prohibited
acts including construction of buildings, change of use,
installment of structures, and alterations to the topography.

Corresponding Tombs

E1, E2, E5, E6, M1, M2, M3, M4,
M5, W1, W2, W3, W6, W7

W4, W5, W6

E3, E4, E6, W5

M3

Land use

Green Area

Natural 
Environmental 
Conservation 

Area

Agricultural and 
Forest Area

Development 
Restriction zone

Building-
to-Land 

Ratio

20%

20%

20%

-
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Table 5-4. Other enforcement measures

Building construction and changes in land use in the core zones of the Royal Tombs of Joseon are

regulated by both the CHPA and the urban planning ordinances of the local governments. In other

words, the core zones of the Royal Tombs of Joseon are well-protected and managed by the practical

enforcement measures of the NLPUA within the framework of the CHPA. 

A number of buffer zones are designated and managed as natural green areas so as to retain the

topographical characteristics of the royal tombs. In the case of Yeongneung Cluster (E5), 394 hectares

of its compound have been designated as a natural environment preservation district by the

Metropolitan Area Readjustment Planning Act, which tightly regulates all development projects. This

act applied to the Metropolitana Area severely restricts any development project of more than three

hectares. In other urban areas, discussions are under way to find a way to compromise with the absolute

prohibition on changes contained in Article 18-2 of the Enforcement Decree of the CHPA. The result

is likely to be more effective management of the buffer zones surrounding the royal tombs.

Protection Policies5.C-2

3) Other guidelines and regulations

Various measures have been implemented to protect the Royal Tombs of Joseon, as shown in

Table 5-4, and the government spends 26 million USD annually to preserve the Royal Tombs of

Joseon in their current state.

The government has protected the Joseon Royal Tombs on a step-by-step basis under the Basic

Plan for the Preservation, Management and Utilization of Cultural Heritage (2002-2011)  created in

Supporting
Document

Administrative 
Guidelines 

No. 18

Order
No. 4

Order
No. 97

Main Content

(1) Continuous management programs that include inspections for blight
and harmful insects within the property boundaries, pest control
operations, fertilization and maintenance of trees and other landscape
elements, and removal of invasive plants inappropriate to the landscape 

(2) Environmental and ecological inspections every five years of the forest
that comprises the cultural heritage landscape and establishment of a
landscape preservation plan 

(3) In accordance with the tree inspection schedule, conducting and
recording the findings of inspections of cultural heritage landscape trees
on a more than biennial basis, especially between March and April and also
between June and July. 

Instruction in the main points of management of trees, grass, ground cover
plants, and vegetation facilities and drafting a register and diagram of the
trees located within protected areas to record such details of the trees as
diameter at chest height, overall height, and crown width. Also, in order to
preserve traditional plants, a tree nursery has been established to provide
trees, flowers, and grass.

A guideline for the preservation and public use of the cultural heritage that
prescribes what restrictions will apply to cultural heritage exhibitions,
policies concerning photography and photographs, and the use of royal
tomb sites for outside events. The guideline also covers the code of conduct
for guides, ticket agents, and ticket collectors.

Enforcement Measures

Guidelines for the
Management of Trees in
Cultural Heritage Areas

Regulation on Vegetation
Management

Regulation of Public Viewing of
Palaces, Royal Tombs and Historic

Relics
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2002. It also formulated in 2007 a Mid-Term Vision for Cultural Heritage 2011 with 2011 as the

target year. The Basic Plan is concerned with retention of the tombs in their original form and with

systematic management and efficient utilization of the royal tombs; on the other hand, Cultural

Heritage 2011 focuses on concrete objectives and detailed tasks involved with strengthening core

capabilities, rationalizing preservation, establishing a cooperative management system, and

reinvigorating public appreciation of the royal tombs.     

1. Strengthening Core Capability
1) Improving the quality of surveys and research on the Joseon Royal Tombs 
·Revitalizing research in all areas related to the royal tombs

·Enhancing the capability to preserve cultural properties more scientifically and strengthening

technological research capabilities

·Establishing and operating a Cultural Property General Hospital within the National Research 

Institute of Cultural Heritage

·Expanding national research and development projects

2) Cultivating expert manpower
·Increasing the operational sophistication of the Korean National University of Cultural Heritage 

·Establishing and operating a Traditional Culture Training Institute that specializes in 

professional education about traditional culture and in techniques for restoring and repairing 

cultural heritages

·Establishing a graduate school specializing in traditional culture

·Replenishing the supply of technicians and skilled workers specialized in different areas of the 

reparation work.

3) Expanding administrative capabilities
·Enhancing human and material resources

·Documenting the national cultural heritage and upgrading information software

·Upgrading the capability of local administrative units to preserve and manage cultural heritages

·Establishing a Cultural Heritage Policy Research Institute

·Improving the performance of the Korea Cultural Heritage Foundation  

2. Reasonable Conservation 
1) Improving and readjusting the cultural property preservation and management system
·Revising cultural heritage protection laws and institutions

·Establishing scientific and comprehensive disaster prevention systems

·Advancing the quality of cultural property reparation work

·Improving the systems and operations of cultural heritage committees

2) Characterizing and upgrading the preservation and management of specific types of cultural
properties

·Preservation of the Joseon Royal Tombs in their original state

·Systematic preservation of the remains of the royal family of the Joseon Dynasty

·Preservation and transmission of sacrificial rites associated with the royal tombs

·Establishing an integrated information network of basic materials on the preservation and 

management of the Joseon Royal Tombs

Cultural Heritage 2011 Plan
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Existing Plans 5.D

The existing plans in relation to the Joseon Royal Tombs can be largely divided into the plans about

readjusting them at local levels and those about increasing their utilization. The contents of the two

plan types are summarized as 5.D-1 and 5.D-2.

Readjusting and Maintenance5.D-1

3) Harmonizing development and preservation
·Preparing permission standards to govern changes in the areas near cultural properties 

·Rationalizing the management of cultural property areas

3. Cooperation 
1) Improving cooperation between the government and the private sector
·Supporting incorporation of the National Trust for Cultural Heritage

·Encouraging volunteerism by staging a “One Guardian One Cultural Heritage” campaign

·Improving and expanding public participation in the policy-making process 

2) Enhancing international exchange and cooperation
·Expanding participation in the World Heritage programs promoting international exchanges

·Enhancing overseas public relations on behalf of Korean cultural heritage

·Preservation and transmission of sacrificial rites associated with the Joseon Royal Tombs

4. Cultivation 
1) Re-creating modern values
·Constructing exhibition pavilions for the Joseon Royal Tombs

·Determining measures to increase utilization of the royal tomb sites by opening them to 

the public at night time

·Developing cultural content and tour products

2) Expanding people's rights to enjoy culture
·Upgrading accessibility by opening to the public the space near burial mounds and in nearby esplanades

·Improving the viewing environment

·Expanding opportunities for personal experiences of the tomb sites

Main Content

Preparing standard guidelines governing permission to
make changes in the areas surrounding the Donggureung
Cluster (E1) and drawing up maintenance plans for the
entrance area 

Plans to purchase part of the neighboring land at the
Yeongneung Cluster (E5) and excavate and restore the Joseon
tomb system. The restored historical site can be turned into a
park that can accommodate diverse forms of tourism. So far,
excavation and research of the jaesil site, the geumcheongyo
bridge, and the restoration of the chamdo, or worship road,
have been completed at Yeongneung (04), and the suragan
(royal kitchen) has been restored at Yeongneung (22). 

Supervisor

Guri-si

Cultural Heritage
Administration

Duration (Year)

2004~2024 (2004)

2006~2011 (2004)

Title of Plan 

Comprehensive
Maintenance Plan

Around the
Donggureung
Cluster (E1) 

Comprehensive
Maintenance Plan

For the Yeongneung
Cluster (E5) 



289

Utilization 5.D-2

Main Content

Plans are under way to build facilities, including a thematic
museum and experience and exhibition halls on
approximately 33 hectacres of land around the Donggureung
Cluster (E1), where members of the public and tourists can
visit the cluster and learn about the rise and fall of the Joseon
Dynasty over the course of its more than 500 years in power.

This plan calls for the creation of a center focused on the
ecology of the beautiful natural environment of this royal
tomb and the use of the center to teach ecology and history. 

A proposed multipurpose museum dedicated to the Joseon
Royal Tombs would have spacious administrative offices,
ticket offices, and exhibits and storage for cultural heritage
items. The museum, would make these historical and
cultural exhibits available in the downtown area by linking
them to nearby cultural facilities.

Supervisor

Guri-si

Yeongwol-gun

CHA

Duration (Year)

2006~2011 (2006)

2009~2010 (2006)

2007~2009 (2006~2007)

Title of Plan 

Basic plan for  a
Special District on
the History of the
Joseon Dynasty

Plan to Set up an
Ecology Learning

Center at the
Jangneung Cluster

(E6) 

Plan to Build a
Joseon Royal Tomb

Museum

The plan aims at restoring Seosamreung through the
cooperation of the Cultural Heritage Administration,
Gyeonggi-do, and members of the public to enhance regional
competitiveness in attracting more visitors thus, creating the
basis for the restoration and making resting space for
citizens. The agencies involved organized a committee in
2004 to promote the restoration of Seosamreung Cluster and
formulated a basic plan for restoring the royal tomb and
readjusting the configuration of its vicinity. Under the first-
phase plan for restoring the destroyed tomb area, the
Cultural Heritage Administration urged its designation as an
additional historic site and started talks in 2005-2006 to take
over its management and buy the land from its owners,
which included the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.            

Because the ecology of the Gwangneung forest was being
rapidly destroyed by reckless development, these agencies,
with presidential approval, in 1997 concluded an agreement,
Comprehensive Countermeasures to Preserve Gwangneung
Forest. To ensure concrete results, the Office of the Prime
Minister, in consultation with the agencies involved, took the
lead in formulating action plans in five areas: improving the
management of Gwangneung Forest; formulating measures
to reduce traffic on the road through it; preventing pollution
in the Bongcheonsa stream; curbing development around
Gwangneung Forest; and preparing legal and institutional
devices to promote preservation of Gwangneung Forest.
Furthermore, the Korean National Arboretum was assigned
responsibility in 1999 for preservation of Gwangneung Forest
and has worked continuously ever since to fulfill this goal.

Plans are under way in parts of Uireung Cluster, where the
National Intelligence Service relinquished land, to restore the
original system of the royal tombs. This will involve  removal
of the Japanese-style pond and other landscaping facilities
built between a T-shaped shrine and a red spiked gate and
restoration, after an archaeological survey and study of the
records, of a worship road), a royal stream and a bridge
across the forbidden stream. Excavation at the site has also
uncovered architectural remains presumed to be a royal
kitchen and a guards' house. Restoration of these structures
is planned after more excavation and exploration of the site.     

With the organization of a group to restore Taereung and
Gangneung, a plan has also been formulated for annual
work on M3 for its gradual restoration. Specifically, this plan
seeks annual improvement in restoration of basic
permanent fixtures, reconstruction of historical and cultural
landscapes, expansion of public relations activities, and
enhancements to the viewing environment.         

Goyang-si

Korean National
Arboretum

CHA

CHA

2004

1997

2003

2007

Basic Plan for
Restoring

Seosamreung
Cluster (W2) and
Readjusting Its

Vicinity

Comprehensive
Countermeasures

to Preserve
Gwangneung

Forest

Excavation and
Exploration in

Uireung Cluster
(M5) to Restore the

Area

Basic Plan to
Restore Taereung
and Gangneung
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Property Management Plan 5.E

The Cultural Heritage Administration has been formulating and implementing measures on how to

repair the Royal Tombs of Joseon and protect their surroundings. This process includes studying other

steps in relation to the preservation, management, and utilization of the tombs so that objectives can be

established in all of these categories. Another goal is to lay the groundwork for better coordination and

integration of future administrative efforts. 

In the beginning of each year, the Cultural Heritage Administration, drawing on its own resources

and on documentary research and field surveys by specialists it has commissioned, develops

preservation and management plans appropriate to the different royal tomb clusters. The oldest

structures and landscapes are of particular concern in the formulation of these plans and in the

allocation of resources. 

The effort to add the Royal Tombs of Joseon on the World Cultural Heritage List required a

comprehensive plan to improve various programs so that conservation and management of the royal

tombs could proceed in a more systematic and scientific way. Therefore, the Management Plan for the

Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty, which was based on the Convention Concerning the Protection of

the World Cultural and Natural Heritage, was formulated in September 2007. In preparing the plan,

the Cultural Heritage Administration reached agreements with various local governments where the

Joseon tomb sites are located. As part of the effort to ensure commitment to, and cooperation with the

overall plan, the Cultural Heritage Administration has held workshops with the related metropolitan

areas and provinces and plans to conclude memorandums of understanding with each of the

governmental bodies involved. For details, refer to Appendix 3.

Formulating Plans for Conservation, Management, and Utilization5.E-1

Management System5.E-2

Table 5-5. CHA’s organization chart (regarding the management of Joseon Royal Tombs)

The management system for the Joseon Royal Tombs can be summarized as the table 5-5, followed by
the explanation.
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1) Cultural Heritage Administration 

The Cultural Heritage Administration is the central governmental agency in overall charge of the

protection of cultural properties. The Cultural Heritage Administration contains the Royal Palaces

and Tombs Management Division, which formulates budgetary and other administrative policies

concerning royal tombs and also supervises the implementation of these policies by Royal Tombs

Management Offices.  

3) Special Institutions

The National Research Institute of Cultural Property provides academic information and materials to

assist the management of the Joseon Royal Tombs. In addition, the Cultural Heritage Committee,

composed of a group of specialists, provides expert knowledge on restoring and repairing the Joseon Royal

Tombs.

4) Local Governments

Local governments that have Joseon Royal Tombs within their precincts have their own

departments charged with protecting cultural heritage and work in cooperation with the Cultural

Heritage Administration.  

Local governments play an especially important role in the management of the buffer zones around

tombs. In September 2007, the Cultural Heritage Administration strengthened cooperation among

the metropolitan governments in their approach to managing buffer zones and simultaneously

encouraged local residents to participate more actively in protection of cultural heritage sites. In

order to systematically manage the heritage value of the Joseon Royal Tombs at a state level and

especially to shield cultural heritage sites from development pressures, the Cultural Heritage

Administration and local governments of Seoul, Gyeonggi-do, and Gangwon-do plan to sign

memorandums of understanding. Each of these local governments will agree to enact municipal

ordinances based on the CHPA and the NLPUA.

2) Royal Tombs Management Offices

There are 15 Royal Tombs Management Offices in the 18 administrative spheres in which 40

Joseon Royal Tombs are located. Fourteen of these offices are controlled by the Cultural Heritage

Administration. The single exception is Jangneung Cluster (E6) in Yeongwol-gun, Gangwon-do.

Because it is so far from Seoul, this office is managed by the county magistrate. Even in this case,

however, the office's conservation and management responsibilities are subject to the supervision of

the administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration. Each of these offices consists of a support

team responsible for administrative and accounting activities and a management team responsible

for maintenance of the structures and landscapes of the tombs. In addition, to increase collaboration

and better resource utilization, the 15 Royal Tombs Management Offices are organized into east,

middle, and west regional groups. 
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Sources and Level of Finance Sources and Level of Finance 5.F

6) Special Academic Organizations

ICOMOS-Korea supports the conservation and management of the royal tombs through academic

research as well as its public relations activities on behalf of the tombs. The organization holds

international symposiums and workshops on the Royal Tombs of Joseon with experts in related fields

such as architecture, landscape, art history, geography, and environmental science. It also undertakes

its own research in these fields. 

There are other institutions and organizations which conduct a wide range of researches on the

Joseon Royal Tombs: the Korean Institute of Traditional Landscape Architecture, the Korean

Architecture Association of History, and the Korean Historical Association.

1) Financial Resources

All of the financial resources for conserving and managing the Joseon Royal Tombs come from the

budget of the national government. The financial structure of this support consists of the general

budget and expense substitution revenues. The general budget consists of fixed expense categories

that increase yearly; additional revenues that come from admission fees. General budget is spent on

restoration and repair projects, and the expense substitution revenue is used for projects for the

convenience of visitors.  

The budget is largely divided into three categories dedicated to conservation, promotion, and

management. The conservation budget is allocated for the upkeep, repair, and restoration of

buildings such as the T-shaped shrine, stele shed, tomb keeper's house, royal kitchen, and guards'

house and to pest control, fire prevention, and maintenance of the landscape architecture. The

5) Civic Groups

Various civic organizations have involved in protection of the heritage of the Joseon Royal Tombs

by providing ideas and advice on policy. The Cultural Heritage Administration encourages and

supports these activities as one way to ensure more effective administration by incorporating private

initiatives instead of relying exclusively on the government. Significant contributions to protection

of the intangible values represented by the Joseon Royal Tombs come from the private Royal Family

Organization, which is operated by descendants of the Joseon royal family. Their organization is

constantly involved with all aspects of the Joseon Royal Tombs, including research on rituals and on

ritual education, food, clothing, and vessels, and is active in compiling and publishing materials

related to the tombs. Moreover, the Royal Family Organization has established an ancestral society at

each tomb, and such societies are actively involved with efforts to preserve the royal tombs and also

conduct ceremonies at the tombs on the days specified for royal ancestral rites.
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Table 5-6. Amount of budget (Unit : USD)

* Refer to Cultural Heritage Administration documents, 2007  

promotion budget is to build the exhibition hall for the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty, expand

tourist facilities, sponsor cultural events at each tomb site, and support the nighttime opening of the

Seolleung Cluster (M1). The management budget focuses on the preservation of the landscape of the

royal tombs and their utilization as tourist attractions. This category includes activities such as forest

management, the operation of tree nurseries, and improvement of facilities for tourism and outdoor

recreation, including walking and hiking trails.

Sources of Expertise and Training in Conservation and Management
Techniques

5.G

1) Expert Knowledge related to Techniques of Preservation and Management

The expert knowledge required for the preservation and management of the Joseon Royal Tombs

consists primarily of a need for specialists in history, ancient architecture, traditional landscape

architecture, archaeology, and plant protection, among others.

2) Training Institutions

The Cultural Heritage Administration relies on both internal and external training institutions

for continuously educating expertises related to its mission. These internal institutions include he

2) Fiscal Scale

The budget for the Joseon Royal Tombs is covered by the national treasury. The budget allocated

for the Joseon Royal Tombs was approximately US$26 million in 2007 and will increase at a rate

between 10 and 30 percent over each of the next five years. Break down of the budget are as seen as

table 5-6. 

2,643,000

11,725,000

8,784,000

229,000

4,414,000

2,625,000

8,977,000

9,884,000

214,000

4,514,000

2,710,000

12,811,000

7,300,000

413,000

5,496,000

Personnel Expenses and Administrative Costs 

Conservation of Architecture and Landscape 

Visitor Facilities and Developing Tourism Contents 

Operating the Traditional Tree Nursery

Maintenance Cost 

Budget Allocation 2006 2007 2008

27,795,000 26,214,000 28,730,000Total 27,795,000 26,214,000 28,730,000
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Visitor Facilities and Statistics 5.H

Number of Visitors 5.H-1

Official data of 2006 show that approximately 2.2 million tourists visited the royal tombs

(numbers unavailable for the Sareung Cluster (E3), Olleung Cluster (W3) and Jangneung Cluster

(W5)) in 2006. Almost all of these were Koreans; foreigners accounted for less than 1 percent of the

total.

Although the Royal Tombs of Joseon record fewer visitors than the royal palaces, this difference is

largely attributable to the difference in the type of cultural heritages represented, the location of the

Table 5-7. Specialized educational programs

Trainees

Staff in charge of landscape architecture at the 
royal tombs

Staff in charge of landscape architecture at the royal
tombs

Local government employees

Staff involved in cultural heritage repairs

Staff in charge of  cultural heritage repairs

Staff in charge of  cultural heritage repairs and
employees of the Cultural Heritage Administration

Agencies under direct management

Royal Palaces and Tombs Management Division
and local government employees

All staff at the royal tombs

Royal Palaces and Tombs Management Division and
employees of the Cultural Heritage Administration

Royal Palaces and Tombs Management Division and
employees of the Cultural Heritage Administration

Royal Palaces and Tombs Management Division and
employees of the Cultural Heritage Administration

Royal Palaces and Tombs Management Division and
employees of the Cultural Heritage Administration

Royal Palaces and Tombs Management Division and
employees of the Cultural Heritage Administration

Organizing Body

CHA

CHA

CHA

CHA

Foundation for the
Protection of Cultural

Properties

Korea Research
Institute of Traditional
Houses and Cultural

Properties 

CHA

CHA

CHA

Forest Human
Resources

Development Institute
Forest Human

Resources
Development Institute

Forest Human
Resources

Development Institute
Forest Human

Resources
Development Institute

Forest Human
Resources

Development Institute

Frequency

Twice a year

Once a year

Once a year

Once a year

Weekly

Twice a month

Twice a year

Once a year

Once a year

Once a year

Twice a month

Once a year

Twice a month

Four times a year

Program

Insect pest control education

Workshop on traditional
landscape architecture

Administrative staff training 

Specialized staff training in
cultural heritage repair 

Specialized staff training in
cultural heritage repair 

Lectures on cultural
heritage repair and

reconstruction

Cultural heritage repair and
restoration field training

Natural heritage education

Workshops on improving the
tourism environment

Certification programs in
forestry 

Forest ecosystem
management program 

Certificate program in tree
nursery operations

Forest insect pest control
program

Wildlife and potted plant
cultivation program

Korean National University of Cultural Heritage, the Training Institute of Korean Traditional

Culture, and the Korea Cultural Heritage Foundation. External educational resources include the

Forest Human Resources Development Institute of the Korea Forestry Service, the Korea Association

of Cultural Property Reparation Experts, and the Korea Research Institute of Traditional Houses and

Cultural Properties. Specialized educational programs are summarized as Table 5-7.  
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tombs in many cases in less urbanized areas, and their topography. Nevertheless, the royal tombs

ranked quite high in 2006 in terms of visitor satisfaction, according to a survey conducted by the

Cultural Heritage Administration. 

Because the tombs have beautiful landscapes composed mostly of lawns and forests, local residents

frequent them as places for exercise, recreation, and enjoyment of nature. In contrast, tourists

typically visit them because of their historical and cultural value.

Table 5-8. Number of visitors by year  

Cluster Code
E1
E2
E4
E5
E6
M1
M2
M3
M4
M5
W1
W2
W4
W6
W7

2001
234,108
101,964
215,707
918,682
225,382
218,393
31,849
170,198
132,856
140,937
319,512
69,566
66,665
98,263
167,403

2002
199,935
102,705
200,600
737,158
212,214
239,308
28,864
152,561
161,550
154,827
264,560
42,913
59,107
163,186
141,497

2003
220,103
85,928
171,744
725,266
217,978
292,500
42,481
196,433
211,998
167,003
247,004
121,068
61,199
148,095
229,990

2004
222,861
93,213
156,050
696,402
192,356
332,096
47,143
244,440
238,527
63,110
246,531
128,198
55,660
159,867
221,918

2005
167,247
65,570
127,349
596,998
192,293
302,265
36,339
209,524
170,070
83,119
309,002
74,768
49,710
99,145
184,241

2006
139,337
59,428
110,966
430,151
140,445
272,196
36,593
178,208
250,883
66,732
294,123
51,246
40,031
94,404
183,750

Note:  Sareung Cluster (E3), Olleung Cluster (W3), Jangreung Cluster (W5) are omitted from the table because they allow only limited visitation as part

of the protection of the vegetation at these sites. 

Guide Facilities5.H-2

1) Signage

The Joseon Royal Tombs have numerous signs in Korean, Japanese, and English to convey

cultural, historical, and horticultural information to visitors. These are in addition to signs designed

exclusively to guide visitors through the sites. The entrance to each tomb cluster has a

comprehensive information sign with a bird's-eye view of the entire compound and a summary of its

historical and cultural significance. It shows not only the locations of the tombs but also those of the

entrances, administrative office, viewing locations, restrooms, and water fountains. A sign in front of

each tomb explains its cultural significance and also has a diagram that shows the arrangement of

stone objects. Directional signs are also located at key points along the viewing routes, and major

plants have signs giving their name and, if appropriate, significance.  

2) Royal Tomb Museums 

The Cultural Heritage Administration plans to build museums at each royal tomb cluster,

beginning with Taereung Cluster (M3), and use them as public relations facilities for visitors. Each

museum will focus on the accomplishments of the king entombed within the specific cluster and
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Walkways have been made in lawns so that

visitors can view objects without damaging the

grass. 

Ramps at T-shaped shrines provide access for the

elderly and disabled.

Ticket offices lend baby carriages, wheelchairs

and electric scooters free of charge to aid visitors'

access to the extensive royal tomb grounds.    

Service Programs for Visitors 5.H-4

Educational programs run by experts are held continually for visitors to the royal tombs.

Professional cultural heritage interpreters selected by the local government lead tourists on one- to

two-hour tours in which they explain the history of the royal tombs and the characteristics of each

relic. Also, at a few locations, experts involved in a nongovernmental “Be a Guardian for Our Royal

Service Facilities5.H-3

Various facilities have been constructed to enhance the experience of visiting the Royal Tombs of

Joseon. Basic facilities include water fountains, benches, restrooms (with facilities to accommodate

children and disabled persons), parking lots, bicycle racks, public telephones, facilities to allow

overall access by disabled persons, broadcast facilities, and way stations for cultural heritage guides

and interpreters.  

Food stalls selling simple snack items are open only at the Yeongneung Cluster (E5), Seolleung Cluster

(M1), Jeongneung Cluster (M4), and Seooreung Cluster (W1) that have the highest number of visitors. 

Baby carriages, wheelchairs, and electric mobility scooters are available free of charge at the ticket

office of each royal tomb upon request. Furthermore, wooden ramps have been installed to facilitate

access by the elderly and the disabled to the T-shaped shrine, where ritual offerings were made. The

provision of bicycle racks has also increased accessibility to the royal tombs. 

A parking lot at the entrance to each of the royal tombs lies within the buffer zone. The tombs

have enough parking spaces to accommodate so far even their highest number of users. The parking

lots are divided into spaces exclusively for drivers with disabilities, subcompact vehicles, and

ordinary motorists.

also will contain exhibits on the overall significance of the Joseon Royal Tombs and the dynasty's

values, funeral system, and use of tomb art. The museums also will display relics related to the

dynasty.  
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Tomb” program provide applicants with

a basic education every weekend on the

royal tombs and take them on field

trips. The participants also clean the

royal tomb's grounds after their field

trips. Although these guardian activities

currently are confined to the Seoul area

at the Seolleung Cluster (M1),

Heolleung Cluster (M2), and Taereung

Cluster (M3), they are likely to expand

in the future.

Management Facilities5.H-5

The royal tombs are equipped with

facilities such as a ticket office, storeroom, and an office for basic administrative functions. In

addition, facilities and systems to protect the royal tombs from disasters such as forest fires are

gradually being introduced. Forest fire monitoring posts and the installation of closed-circuit

television monitoring systems are good examples of this program. Fire monitoring posts are present

at most royal tombs, and closed-circuit television is in operation at tombs with the highest visitor

counts such as the Donggureung Cluster (E1), Yeongneung Cluster (E5), and Seolleung Cluster

(M1). The overall conservation and management plan calls for similar systems to be installed at other

royal tombs. 

Policies and Programs  Related to the Presentation and Promotion of
the Property 

5.I

Infrastructure Construction for PCRM (Policy Customer Relationship
Management) 

5.I-1

The Cultural Heritage Administration has created an infrastructure for the operation of PCRM

(Policy Customer Relationship Management) to efficiently manage relationships with visitors by

differentiating its services according to the desires of visitors. Enhanced organization and manpower

for the promotion of PCRM has resulted in a database of visitors and development of a differentiated

public relations strategy adapted to the characteristics of diverse media outlets. The Cultural

Heritage Administration is establishing standards by which to gauge its relationship with visitors

and is developing a policy to govern the handling of complaints by visitors. In addition, the

administration is committed to monitoring the results of its efforts through frequent visitor

satisfaction surveys and loyalty analyses that use the PCRM system.

Volunteers participate in a program that simultaneously fulfills three goals
associated with the royal tombs - classroom education, field training, and
volunteerism.  
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Illustrations, with narrative explanations in both Korean and English, 
have been published as part of the public relations campaign on behalf of the royal tombs.

3) Publication of 3-D Maps

Among the publications planned are three-dimensional maps that give people a bird’s-eye view of

the whole Royal Tombs of Joseon Dynasty.    

Establishing Diverse Public Relations5.I-2

1) Expanded Renovation of an Exclusive Website for the Joseon Royal Tombs

Each royal tomb had established its own homepage by 2007, each of which was merged into one

comprehensive portal site. The portal site will describe the characteristics of each royal tomb, along

with an overall narrative about the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty. A description of the

academic accomplishments in preparing for the Joseon Royal Tombs nomination to the World

Cultural Heritage List is to be provided, along with a cyber gallery devoted to their various themes. 

2) Promotional Leaflets in Korean and English 

All the Joseon Royal Tombs have leaflets

in both Korean and English languages for

visitors. In addition, the Yeongneung Cluster

(E5) has leaflets in Japanese and Chinese.The

Joseon Royal Tombs Handbook (in Korean

and English) and the Joseon Royal Tombs in

Illustrations (in Korean and English) have

been published. These publications help

people have a better understanding of the

royal tombs. 

Survey notes are enjoying high popularity because of their handy sizes and
formats.
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Promoting Public Participation5.I-3

1) “One Cultural Heritage, One Guardian” Campaign 

To encourage volunteerism in preserving the cultural heritage of Korea, the Cultural Heritage

Administration is promoting a “One Cultural Heritage, One Guardian” campaign. Within the

program, guardianship has three categories of activities as individual, family, and group ones.

Participants are encouraged to undertake such activities as cleaning cultural heritage areas,

promoting their preservation and care, and participating in fire monitoring and patrolling the

grounds. This campaign also offers opportunities for citizens to form study groups on Korean

cultural heritage and to discuss how this heritage may be protected. The Cultural Heritage

Administration encourages participants in this voluntary civil program to promote civic interests in

cultural heritage. Participants receive basic instructions before beginning their activities. 

2) Corporate Participation in Cultural Heritage Protection

Begun in 2005, a campaign to secure

corporate participation and sponsorship for

preservation of the royal tombs has resulted

in partnership agreements with private and

public institutions. For example, a resort

company provided its golf course

maintenance expertise in caring the lawns at

the royal tombs. The company maintained

the lawn at the Yungneung Cluster (W7)

regularly. The company’s personnel has also

shared its expertise with the staff in charge of

the landscape architecture of the royal tombs

by conducting workshops on lawn maintenance. In another example, the design of guideposts at the

royal tombs is to be improved by a design firm. Other companies are also undertaking various

projects according to their areas of expertise. 

Group members are applying their expertise to preserving the royal
tombs.

Diverse Cultural Events 5.I-4

Each royal tomb operates diverse cultural and educational programs throughout the year. These

programs range from the conduct of royal ancestral rites to educational events as well as cultural and

commemorative celebrations.

Royal ancestral rites have the longest history of all the cultural events associated with the Joseon

Royal Tombs that have been preserved and transmitted to this day. The Royal Family Organization

supports reenactments at different royal tombs. Each royal tomb thus has its own annual ritual

events complete with traditional costumes, ceremonies, and procedures. 
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A variety of programs are being operated that use the royal tombs as their theme.     

As called for by the Joseon ritual calendar, a royal visit to the tombs is reenacted, and a number of worshippers hold memorial services. 

Cultural events related to education and public relations events in support of the tombs have been

modernized to convey the tangible and intangible assets of the royal tombs. Storytelling, ecological

demonstrations, picnics in the spring amid the blossoms and in the fall amid the autumnal colors,

woodland walks stepping in the fallen leaves, and essay contests are good examples of events

provided throughout a typical year at the royal tombs. Commemorative and celebrative events are

also held to mark traditional festivals, national holidays, and special occasions.

These events and programs allow citizens to experience and utilize the royal tombs and

simultaneously serve as opportunities to have a better understanding of their own cultural heritage.     

A variety of manuals are to be developed to enhance the substance of the programs. Thematic

cultural event at each tomb are summarized in the table 5-9.
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Table 5-9 Thematic cultural events

Content

Rituals organized by the Bonghyanghoe Society and the
Cultural Heritage Administration (Cf. 8.c Bonghyanghoe
by royal tombs for dates)

Walks along forest trails to experience the woodlands

Ecology classes
Walking amid the fallen leaves of autumn
Planting of one pine tree per family events with citizens
Photo exhibition on the royal tombs
Cultural heritage events and instruction

Lectures on history and culture, including the pungsu of
the Joseon Royal tombs
Cultural events to convey the concept of filial piety

Royal tombs school

Traditional folk games on Lunar New Year’s Day
Traditional folk games on Chuseok  (Full Moon Day)
Daeboreum events held on the First Full Moon Day
Geonwon Cultural and Art Festival
Festival commemorating the birthday of King Sejong 
Open festival for sharing literature 
Hangeul (Korean) day events
King Danjong cultural festival

Period

Throughout the year (the
death anniversaries observed

as specific to each tomb)

May to October 

May to November
October to November

April
Irregular

May
Irregular

July to August

all the year

Lunar New Year’s Day
15th day of the 8th lunar month

15th day of the first lunar month
May
May
May 

October
April

Tomb

All tombs

E1, E3, E4, W4

E1, W6

All tombs
E3

M4, M5, E5
All tombs 

M1, M4, M5

W7

M2

All tombs
All tombs
All tombs

E1
E5

E5
E5
E6

Themes

Rituals

Education and
promotion

Ceremonies

Officials at the Cultural Heritage Administration are government employees. Their expertise are

on ancient architecture, traditional landscape architecture, and general administration among others.

Many of them hold master’s and doctoral degrees in subjects relevant to their jobs. 

Specialized staffs with similar expertise, but at a different level, work in the Royal Tombs

Management Offices in landscape architecture and facility management. These offices also employ

security guards and custodians. Other government employees work as day laborers to clean the

compounds.     

Staffing Levels 5.J

Cultural Heritage Administration5.J-1

Table.5-10. Number of CHA workers by area of work

59 230 63 352

Administration Management Guides Serve Total



302

Protection &
 M

anagem
ent of the Property

C
H

A
P

T
E

R
 5

A total of 138 government officials at the National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage

conduct research on conservation of cultural heritage. The goal of their research is to improve

conservation technology, management plans, preservation policies, and other cultural heritage issues.

T he Cultural Heritage Committee deliberates on matters related to the preservation,

management, and utilization of cultural properties. The committee consists of about 300 members

specializing in cultural heritage preservation. Most of the members are university professors in

departments related to cultural heritage, ranging from archeology to modern architecture. They are

as the nation’s top-nodge experts in preserving and managing cultural heritage.

Cultural Heritage Committee5.J-3

National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage5.J-2
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Key Indicators for Measuring State of Conservation6.A

A checklist for monitoring the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty has been developed based on

authenticity, conservation, and management, to satisfy the required criteria for their inscription in

the World Heritage List.

Authenticity6.A-1

‘Authenticity’ is one of the fundamental principles of the monitoring process. Indicators used to

evaluate authenticity are in two categories: features and functions. The indicators for monitoring

authenticity are summarized below.

Table 6-1. Monitoring indicators for authenticity

Item

Authenticity

Feature
characteristics
(form)

Functional
aspects 
(content)

Maintenance of the Royal Tomb boundary 
(inside & outside, above & below, sacred & secular, high & low class, etc.)
Maintenance of buildings and facilities

Maintenance of rituals

Classification Details

Conservation6.A-2

In terms of ‘conservation’, the purpose of monitoring is to secure the integrity of the Joseon

Dynasty’s Royal Tombs. The indicators are in two areas - 1) the core zone, 2) the buffer zone.

Vegetation, stone objects, facilities, and buildings are also monitored based on the principle of

stringent conservation since the core zone is the critical area of authenticity. “Stone objects”include

the stone animals and men, guardrail of the burial mounds, retaining walls, worship road, and

Geumcheongyo (금천교, 錦川橋), or stone bridge, etc. “Architectural structures” include structures such

as the T-shaped shrine, stele shed, guards’ house, royal kitchen and the tomb keeper’s house, etc.

Depending on to the location of each tomb, the buffer zone is divided into densely built-up areas

(M1, M2, M3, M4, M5), suburban areas (E1, E2, E4, W1, W2, W4, W5, W6, W7), and natural

green areas (E3, E5, E6, W3). Areas of absolute protection, areas of controlled construction, and areas

of viability and effectiveness are defined around each royal tomb and monitored according to the

appropriate checklist. The designation depends on the degree of pressure to develop each area

surrounding the royal tombs.

Natural surrounding
Site
Royal Tomb
Stone object
Architectural Structure
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Laws and regulations related to the conservation of the heritage of the Royal Tombs of Joseon

Dynasty are listed below. 

The CHPA (Cultural Heritage Protection Act), by which the Royal Tombs of Dynasty were

designated historic sites, not only protects the core areas, but also regulates the construction and

development of buildings, as well as any changes in the form and quality of the land. Meanwhile, the

NLPUA (National Land Planning and Utilization Act) regulates construction, building-to-land

ratios, floor area ratios and certain land use within appropriate areas, districts and zones. The CHPA

and NLPUA have been effective in managing the royal tomb areas at local levels.

Conservation6.A-2

Management6.A-3

Indicators for management are divided into 1) management of buildings and facilities within the

conservation site, 2) visitor management, and 3) management of information for promoting the

recognition and value of the heritage of the tombs.

○Facilities and buildings within the site are managed by monitoring of the conservation and  

destruction of their original forms by developing indicators to check the integrity of the Joseon

Royal Tombs.

○For visitor management, indicators are established to protect the integrity of the Joseon Royal 

Tombs.

○Indicators for information management are developed with the aim of promoting accurate 

information and the value of the Joseon Royal Tombs.

○Shown below in Table 6-3 are the indicators for monitoring the management of royal tombs.

Table.6-2. Monitoring indicators of Royal Tombs by zones

M
onitoring 
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Core zone

Buffer zone

Environment

Building

Landscape

Stonework
(stone figure, stone structure)

Vegetation

Hydrology

Soil

Conservation of  traditional vegetation, countermeasures for ecological succession of
tree species, disease and pest control, condition of vegetation, damage by animal and
natural disaster, etc.

Conservation of drainage based on Pungsu (풍수, 風水) geomancy, landscape, water
pollution, etc.

Soil contamination, soil loss, etc.

Lumber hardness, species, water content, growth condition, load, vibration, ground
subsidence, storm and flood damage, physical weathering, sunlight, ultraviolet,
chemical damage, decomposition, corrosion, damage from insects (termite, fungus),
bird excrement, building interior dust, etc.

Stone quality; atmospheric environment; physical weathering; inhabitation of moss,
lichen, algae, fungus, and bacteria; stability of elevated structure; construction
material on transfer route of stress, etc.

Harmony with building sight, color, skyline; suitability to use, etc.

Monitoring zone Item Indicator
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Table.6-3. Monitoring indicators for management

Administrative Arrangement for Monitoring Property 6.B

Name and Contact Information of Official Local Institution/Agency6.B-1

The monitoring of the Joseon Royal Tombs has mainly been carried out by the on-site managing

officer of each tomb. Each managing officer checks the condition of each part of the tomb area and

coordinates repairs, either by each tomb’s own maintenance team or by outsourcing.

Monitoring by visitors is also conducted through a visitor satisfaction survey so that any problems

or deficiencies can be checked and improvements made accordingly.

Experts also join the monitoring process according to academic discipline - landscape, architecture,

stone structures and urban planning - to assess the current status of the tombs and suggest

improvements.

○ Cultural Heritage Administration 

139, Seonsa-ro, Seo-gu, Daejeon, Republic of Korea

TEL +82-42-481-4730  FAX +82-42-481-4759

jdtom@ocp.go.kr

○ Royal Tomb Management Office

(refer to 8.b. Official Local Institution/Agency)

○ ICOMOS-Korea

The detached office of National Palace of Korea, 

22, Sejong-ro, Jongno-gu, Seoul, Republic of Korea

TEL +82-2-720-4867 FAX +82-2-720-4868

icomos99@empal.com

Site

Visitor

Information

Disaster prevention

Management facility

Management system

Law, regulation

Education

Promotional activity 

Visitor amenities

Visitor management

Application of areas of absolute protection, construction control, viability and
effectiveness; overall application of maintenance regulations and systems pertinent to
the site; review of the site’s maintenance plan and master plan, etc.

Organizational and managerial efficiency

Maintenance condition of superintendent’s office, storage, CCTV, and sanitary
facilities, etc.

Damage from flooding, landslides, typhoons, lightning, explosives, arson; destruction
caused by regional development, vibration, humidity control, temperature change, etc.

Circulation management, admission control management

Visitor convenience, parking facilities, general amenities, amenities for the
handicapped, etc.

Promotional efficiency through pamphlets, websites, information accuracy, etc.

Guide education and training, information service system and operation plan

Monitoring zone Item Indicator
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Previous Studies on Monitoring and Monitoring System6.B-2

- Monitoring for World Heritage: three cultural heritages, developing and complementing 

monitoring guidelines (CHA, 2006)

- Monitoring for World Heritage: seven cultural heritages (CHA, 2004)

- Monitoring for World Heritage: Changdeokgung (CHA, 2002)

- Study on Plans and Monitoring System for World Heritage (CHA, Dec. 2001)

Results of Previous Reporting Exercises6.C

- CHA. Study on structures and facilities in royal tombs. 2007.

- CHA. Experts’ evaluation on ways to improve the the improvement of conditions for visitors of the royal tombs. 2007.

- CHA. Plans to improve convenience facilities in Seolleung Cluster. 2006.

- CHA. Survey on the satisfaction level of visitors to royal tombs. 2006.

- CHA. Study on the forest ecosystem of Gwangneung. 2004.

- CHA. Study on the ecosystem of Seooreung Cluster. 2003.

- CHA. Documents on the cultural properties of Seosamreung Cluster. 2003.

- CHA. Study on the forest ecosystem of Donggureung Cluster. 2001.

- Kim, Yeong-mo and Seon Lee. “Study on the ways to repair facilities in Seooreung Cluster based on
historical research”. Journal of the Korean Institute of Traditional Landscape Architecture. 2004.

- Lee, Gyeong-jae et al. “Study on the landscape structure and management strategies: with the focus on the
changes in the trees and flowers of Donggureung Cluster”. Journal of the Korean Institute of Traditional
Landscape Architecture. 1988.

- Lee, Gyeong-jae and Jeon Yong-jun. “Study on the management strategies in the face of changing
landscape environments”. City Development Research Institute’s collection of papers under University of
Seoul. 1987.

- Lee, Jeong-won. “Analysis of middle-school students’ investigation activities on cultural heritage: with
the focus on investigation activities in Yeongneung Cluster”. Seoul National University. 1999.

- Lee, Seon et al. “Analysis of the structure of forest clusters in Seooreung Cluster”. Journal of the Korean
Society of Environmental Restoration and Revegetation Technology. 2004.

- Lee, Seon and Sang-cheol Jin. “Ecological analysis for landscape management in historical sites”. Journal
of the Korean Society of Environmental Biology. 2002.

- Jeon, Ui-sik et al. “Study on the trees and flowers of Seolleung Cluster”. Journal of the Korean Association
for Conservation of Nature. 1987.

- Oh, Yun-hui et al. “Study on the coccus of Jangneung in Gimpo-si”. University of Incheon’s collection of
papers. 2001.

- Oh, Yun-hui et al. “Study on the coccus of Yungneung Cluster in Hwaseong-si, Gyeonggi-do”.
University of Incheon’s collection of papers. 2002.
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- Song, Geun-jun. “Study on the structure of flora clusters and management strategies: with the focus on
Hongyureung Cluster”. Cheonan Yonam College’s collection of papers. 1995.

- Yang, Ji-hui. “Study on the coccus of royal tombs located in Seoul: with the focus on Donggureung
Cluster and Seooreung Cluster”. University of Incheon. 2003.
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Key Indicators for measuring State of Conservation7.A

Photographs, Slides, Image Inventory and Authorization Table and other Audiovisual Materials

Id.No Format Caption Date of
Photo

Photographer/
Director of
the video

Copyright owner
Contact details of
copyright owner

Non
exclusive
cession of

rights

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

Digital

Digital

Digital

Digital

Digital

Digital

Digital

Digital

Digital

Digital

Digital

Digital

Digital

Digital

Digital

Fall/2006

Summer/2007

Summer/2007

Summer/2007

Spring/2006

Spring/2006

Fall/2006

Spring/2006

Fall/2006

Fall/2006

Fall/2006

Spring/2006

Winter/2006

Summer/2006

Fall/2006

Seo Heun-kang

Seo Heun-kang

Seo Heun-kang

Seo Heun-kang

Seo Heun-kang

Seo Heun-kang

Seo Heun-kang

Seo Heun-kang

Seo Heun-kang

Seo Heun-kang

Seo Heun-kang

Seo Heun-kang

Kim Yi-sun

Seo Heun-kang

Seo Heun-kang

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

CHA (Cultural Heritage
Administration)

NRICH (National
Research Institute for

Cultural Heritage)

NRICH
Division of Art and Crafts Studies

Tel. +82-42-860-9196
Email. yuh2670@nrich.go.kr

Division of Royal Palaces and Tombs
Management, CHA

Tel. +82-42-481-4700
Email. zevius@ocp.go.kr

The Royal Tombs of Joseon
Dynasty

Aerial photograph of
Donggureung Cluster (E1)

Aerial photograph of
Seolleung Cluster (M1)

Aerial photograph of
Heolleung (03)

Landscape from the burial
mound (Yeongneung, 04)

Royal tomb with a single
mound (Geonwolleung, 01)

Royal tomb with twin mound
(Heolleung, 03)

Royal tomb with joint burial
mound of king and queen

(Yeongneung, 04)

Royal tomb with double
mounds on separate hills

(Gwangneung, 08)

Royal tomb with vertically
placed double mounds

(Yeongneung, 22)

Royal tomb with three
parallel mounds

(Gyeongneung, 32)

Stone image of civil and
military official 

(문무석인, 文武石人)

Stone image of military
official (무석인, 武石人)

Stone horses (석마, 石馬)

The bridge across the
forbidden stream 
(금천교, 錦川橋)
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Id.No Format Caption Date of
Photo

Photographer/
Director of
the video

Copyright owner
Contact details of
copyright owner

Non
exclusive
cession of

rights

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

Digital

Digital

Digital

Digital

Digital

Digital

Digital

Digital

Digital

Digital

Digital

Digital

Digital

Digital

Digital

Digital

Video

Summer/2006

Summer/2006

Summer/2006

Summer/2006

Fall/2006

Summer/2006

Spring/2006

Spring/2006

Spring/2006

Spring/2006

Fall/2006

Summer/2006

Summer/2006

Spring/2006

Fall/2006

Spring/2006

2007

Seo, Hun-kang

Seo, Hun-kang

Seo, Hun-kang

Seo, Hun-kang

Seo, Hun-kang

Seo, Hun-kang

Seo, Hun-kang

Seo, Hun-kang

Seo, Hun-kang

Seo, Hun-kang

Seo, Hun-kang

Seo, Hun-kang

Seo, Hun-kang

Seo, Hun-kang

Seo, Hun-kang

Seo, Hun-kang

Lee, Eun-taek

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

CHA

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

NRICH

CHA

Incinerating Chamber (예감)

Incinerating stand
(소전대, 燒錢臺)

Ritual table for mountain
spirit (산신석, 山神石)

Worship road (참도, 參道)

Red spiked gate 
(홍살문, 紅箭門)

T-shaped House
(정자각, 丁字閣)

Stele shed and guards’
house (비각, 碑閣, 수복방, 守

僕房)

Royal kitchen 
(수라간, 水剌間)

Curved wall at the back and
sides of burial mound 

(곡장, 曲牆)

Curved wall at the back and
sides of burial mound 

(곡장, 曲牆)

Tomb keeper’s house 
(재실, 齋室)

Geonwolleung (01)

Jangneung (06)

Gwangneung (08)

Forest of Gwangneung (08)

Pine tree forest of
Yeongneung (04)

The Royal Tombs of the
Joseon Dynasty
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Texts Relating to Protective Designation, Copies of Property Management
Plans or Documented Management Systems and Extracts of Other Plans
Relevant to the Property

7.B

Refer to Appendix 3. Management Plan for the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty

Refer to Appendix 3-A. Related Laws and Decrees (excerpts)

1. The Cultural Heritage Protection Act

2. Enforcement Decree of the Cultural Heritage Protection Act

3. Enforcement Rule of the Cultural Heritage Protection Act

4. The National Land Planning and Utilization Act

5. Guidelines to Establish Criteria for the Management of Historical Landscape: Guidelines for 

“Permission for Alteration to the Existing State of State-designated Cultural Heritage”

6. Regulation on Vegetation Management 

7. Guideline for the Management of Trees in Cultural Heritage Areas

Refer to Appendix 3-B. Related Plans

1. Cultural Heritage Charter

2. Cultural Heritage 2011 Plan

3. Comprehensive Maintenance Plan Around the Donggureung Cluster

4. Comprehensive Maintenance Plan for the Yeongneung Cluster

5. Basic Plan for Restoring Seosamreung and Readjusting Its Vicinity

6. Excavation and Exploration in Uireung to Restore the Area

7. Comprehensive Countermeasures to Preserve Gwangneung Cluster

8. Comprehensive Countermeasures to Preserve Donggureung Cluster

9. Comprehensive Countermeasures to Preserve Seooreung Cluster

Form and Date of Most Recent Records of Inventory of Property7.C

Refer to Appendix 2. Photos

Cultural Heritage Administration. The Joseon Royal Tombs Handbook. 2005

Addresses of Locations of Inventory, Records or Inventory of Property7.D

○ Cultural Heritage Administration

139, Seonsa-ro, Seo-gu, Daejeon, Republic of Korea

http://english.cha.go.kr
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■Old documents

■Refer to Appendix 4. Historic Documents and Records

■Books

■Cultural Heritage Administration. The Joseon Royal Tombs Handbook. 2006.

■Cultural Heritage Administration. The Past, Present, and Future of the Royal Tombs for King Sejong 
■and .King Hyojong. 2005.

■Cultural Heritage Administration. Yeongneung: the Royal Tomb of King Sejong. 2003.

■Cultural Heritage Administration. The Yi Dynasty. 1965.

■Eun, Gwang-jun. Stone Sculptures of Joseon’s Royal Tombs (II), Minsogwon Inc. 1992.

■Eun, Gwang-jun. Stone Sculptures of Joseon’s Royal Tombs (I): from King Taejo to King Gwanghae. 
■Minsogwon Inc. 1985.

■Han, Seong-hui. The Secrets of the Joseon Dynasty: Prince Yeonsan was Poisoned to Death (I). Solji 
■Media. 2006.

○ Kyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies

Seoul National University, San 56-1, Shillim-dong, Gwanak-gu, Seoul, Republic of Korea

http://e-kyujanggak.snu.ac.kr

○ Jangseogak, The Academy of Korean Studies

50, Unjung-dong Bundang-gu, Seongnam-si, Gyeonggi-do, Republic of Korea

http://yoksa.aks.ac.kr

○ National Research Institute for Cultural Heritage

82, Munji-ro, Yuseong-gu, Daejeon, Republic of Korea

http://www.nricp.go.kr

○ The National Library of Korea

664, Banpo-ro Seocho-gu, Seoul, Republic of Korea

http://www.nl.go.kr

○ National Assembly Library

1, Uisadang-ro, Yeongdeungpo-gu, Seoul, Republic of Korea

http://www.nanet.go.kr

Bibliography7.E
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■Han, Seong-hui. The Secrets of the Joseon Dynasty: Why There are so Many Galbi Restaurants around 
■Royal Tombs (II). Solji Media. 2006.

■Hanguk Munwon Edit Room. Royal Tombs: Royal Tombs and the Joseon Dynasty. Hanguk Munwon Inc. 1995.

■Im, Hak-seop. Geomancy Theories for Joseon’s Royal Tombs. Daeheung Inc. 1997.

■Jang, Yeong-hun. Royal Tombs: the Living Evidence of Joseon’s History. Damdi Inc. 2005.
■Jang, Yeong-hun. Royal Tombs’ Geomancy Theories and Joseon’s History. Daewon Media. 2000.

■Jeong, Hae-deuk. Royal Tombs and Their Stone Sculptures in Yeoju. Yeoju Historic Documents Hall. 2005.

■King Sejong Memorial Society. Jangneungji. 1979.

■Lee, Ho-il. Joseon’s Royal Tombs: from King Taejo’s Geonwolleung to King Sunjong’s Yureung. Garam Inc. 2003.

■National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage. Jeongjo Gukjangdogam Uigwe I~IV. Seoul: 
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■Ujin Press. The Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty. 1986.

■Thesis

■Bae, Sang-yeol. “A study on the geomancy theories of Salleunguisang”. Wonkwang University. 2005.

■Bae, Yun-su. “A study on stone animals of Joseon’s Royal Tombs”. Ewha Womans University. 1983.

■Choi, In-seong. “A study on stone military officers’ bone structure of Joseon’s Royal Tombs”.  
■Ewha Womans University. 1978.

■Choi, Ji-seon. “A bibliographical study on documents about Joseon royal tombs”.  
■Sungkyunkwan University.  2006.
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■Ewha Womans University. 2006.
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■Sungkyunkwan University. 1999.

■Lee, Deok-yeong. “A study on the four mountains surrounding Gyeongneung based on geomancy 
■theories”. Hansung University. 2007.

■Lee, Gyeong-sun. “A study on stone figures in the Royal Tombs of the early Joseon period”.  
■Dongkook University. 1996.

■Lee, Yeong. “A study on the architecture of Joseon’s Royal Tombs”. Seoul National University. 1992.
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■Daegu Haany University. 2006.
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Preparer8.A

○ Cultural Heritage Administration (CHA)

139, Seonsa-ro, Seo-gu, Daejeon, Republic of Korea

Tel: +82-42-481-4700  Fax: +82-42-481-4709

Kim, Jong-su, 

Head, Royal Palaces and Tombs Management Division, zevius@ocp.go.kr

Official Local Institution/ Agency8.B

○ Royal Tomb Management Office (CHA)

○ Royal Tomb Management Office at Local Governments

Cluster Code Telephone No. Address

E1

E2

E3

E4

E5

E6

M1

M2

M3

M4

M5

W1, W2, W3

W4, W5

W6

W7

+82-31-563-2909

+82-31-591-7043

+82-31-529-4674

+82-31-527-7105

+82-31-885-3122

+82-33-370-2100

+82-2-568-1291

+82-2-445-0347

+82-2-972-0370

+82-2-914-5133

+82-2-964-0579

+82-2-359-0090

+82-31-941-4208

+82-31-984-5133

+82-31-222-0142

233, Donggureung-road, Guri-si, Gyeonggi-do

San 141-1, Geumgok-dong, Namyangju-si, Gyeonggi-do

San 65, Saneung-ri Jingeon-eup, Namyangju-si, Gyeonggi-do

247, Bupyeong-ri Jinjeop-eup, Namyangju-si, Gyeonggi-do

243, Yeongneung-ro, Neungseo-myeon, Yeoju-gun, Gyeonggi-do

11, Yeongheung-ri, Yeongwol-eup, Yeongwol-gun, Gangwon-do

135-4, Samseong 2-dong, Gangnam-gu, Seoul

42, Heonilleung-gil, Seocho-gu, Seoul

683, Wharang-ro, Nowon-gu, Seoul

74, Neung-road, Seongbuk-gu, Seoul

261-88, Seokgwan-dong, Seongbuk-gu, Seoul

475-95, Myeongneung-road, Goyang-si Deokyang-gu, Gyeonggi-do

San 15-1, Bongilcheon-ri Jori-eup, Paju-si, Gyeonggi-do

San 141-1, Pungmu-dong, Gimpo-si, Gyeonggi-do

San 1-1, Annyeong-dong, Hwaseong-si, Gyeonggi-do

Gov. Cluster Code Telephone No Address

Guri City Hall

Namyangju City Hall

Yeoju-gun Office

Yeongwol-gun Office

Gangnam-gu Office

Seocho-gu Office

Nowon-gu Office

Seongbuk-gu office

Goyang City Hall

Yangju City Hall

Paju City Hall

Gimpo City Hall

Hwaseong City Hall

E1

E2, E3, E4

E5

E6

M1

M2

M3

M4, M5

W1, W2

W3

W4, W5

W6

W7

+82-31-550-2546

+82-31-590-2064

+82-31-887-3567

+82-33-370-2100

+82-2-2104-1265

+82-2-570-6807 

+82-2-950-3088

+82-2-920-3048

+82-31-961-4183

+82-31-820-2126

+82-31-940-4354

+82-31-980-2471

+82-31-369-3129

62, Achasan-road, Guri-si, Gyeonggi-do

641, Gyeongchun-ro, Namyangju-si, Gyeonggi-do

184, Cheongsim-ro, Yeoju-gun Office, Yeoju-eup, Yeoju-gun, Gyeonggi-do

242, Hasong 5-ri Yeongwol-eup, Yeongwol-gun, Gangwon-do

426, Hakdong-ro, Gangnam-gu, Seoul

2584, Nambu beltway, Seocho-gu, Seoul

183, Nohae-road, Nowon-gu, Seoul

14, Gucheong-road, Seongbuk-gu, Seoul

10, Goyangsicheong-ro, Goyang-si Deokyang-gu, Gyeonggi-do

1-1, Nambang-dong, Yangju-gun, Gyeonggi-do

66, Sicheong-ro, Paju-si, Gyeonggi-do

263-1, Sau-dong, Gimpo-si, Gyeonggi-do

133, Sicheong-road, Hwaseong-si, Gyeonggi-do
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Other Local Institutions8.C

○ Royal Family Organization

Contact Inform
ation of Responsible A

uthorities
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Cluster
Code

Serial
No. Date of worship (day/mo) TelephoneEach Organization Address

E1

E2

E3

E4

E5

E6

M1

M2

M3

M4

M5

W1

W2

W3

W4

W5

W6

W7

01

05

19

21

23

27

28

32

40

34

35

07

08

04

22

06

11

13

03

31

16

18

02

26

09

24

25

29

36

15

17

33

14

10

12

39

20

37

38

30

27/06

first Sun. of June

16/03

26/08(lunar)

18/08(lunar)

first Sun. of March

22/04

third Sun. of March

third Sun. of April

21/01(K), 08/10(Q)

25/04

last Wed. of March

08/09(lunar) 

08/04(K), 28/04(Q)

23/06

03/10

24/12(K, lunar), 22/08(Q, lunar)

09/12

08/06(K), 27/08(Q)

20/10

16/05

fourth Sun. of April

23/09

25/08(lunar)

16/04

13/05

01/11

03/04

29/09

26/03

fourth Wed. of September

first Sun. of October

06/01

third Sun. of October

09/05

19/09

17/06

05/10

second Sun. of April

first Sun. of June
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○ Visitor Center / Museum 

1) Taereung Cluster Visitor Center

683, Wharang - ro, Nowon - gu, Seoul

TEL +82-2-972-0370

2) Sejong Exhibition Hall

San 83-1, Wangdae-ri Neungseo-myeon, Yeoju-gun, Gyeonggi-do

TEL +82-31-885-3123~4   FAX +82-31-885-3125

3) Danjong History Center

1087, Yeongheung 1-ri Yeongwol-eup, Yeongwol-gun, Gangwon-do

○ Cultural Heritage Administration

http://www.cha.go.kr

TEL +82-42-481-4753

onlyduck@ocp.go.kr

○ Joseon Royal Tombs

E1: http://donggu.cha.go.kr

E2: http://geumgok.cha.go.kr

E3: http://sareung.cha.go.kr

E4: http://gwang.cha.go.kr

E5: http://sejong.cha.go.kr

E6: http://ywtour.com/eng

M1: http://seonjeong.cha.go.kr

M2: http://heonin.cha.go.kr

M3: http://taegang.cha.go.kr

M4: http://seoul.cha.go.kr

M5: http://eureung.cha.go.kr

W1, W2, W3: http://goyang.cha.go.kr

W4, W5: http://paju.cha.go.kr

W6: http://jangneung.cha.go.kr

W7: http://hwaseong.cha.go.kr
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Joseon D
ynasty Lineage (1392-1910)



Ansan (안산, 案山) guardian mountain in front of a tomb 

Bigak (비각, 碑閣) stele shed, tablet house

Billye (빈례, 殯禮) treating guests

Binjeon (빈전, 殯殿) funeral building 

Biseok (비석, 碑石) stone stele 

Bongbun (봉분, 封墳) burial mound 

Byeongpungseok (병풍석, 屛風石) retaining stone 

Chambong (참봉, 參奉) head of site management at each tomb of Joseon Dynasty

Chamdo (참도, 參道) worship road 

Choheongwan (초헌관, 初獻官) ritual officiant who offers the first cup of drink 

Dalleung (단릉, 單陵) royal tomb with single mound 

Dongja Seokju (동자석주, 童子石柱) small stone pillar

Dongwonigangneung (동원이강릉, 同原異岡陵) royal tomb with double mounds on separate hills 

Dongwonsanghabongneung (동원상하봉릉, 同原上下封陵) royal tomb with vertically placed double mounds

Eodo (어도, 御道) king’s road

Eojeong (어정, 御井) king’s well

Gang, Sachoji (강, 岡, 사초지, 莎草地) burial hill (covered with lawn) 

Geumcheongyo (금천교, 禁川橋) bridge across the forbidden stream

Gillye (길례, 吉禮) auspicious rites

Gokjang (곡장, 曲墻) curved wall at the back and sides of burial mound

Goseok (고석, 鼓石) pestle

Gukjo Oryeui (국조오례의, 國朝五禮儀) Five Rites of the State 

Gukjosangnye Bopyeon (국조상례보편, 國朝喪禮補編) Revised Edition on State Funerals 

Gwimyeon (귀면, 鬼面) demon face design 

Gyeongguk Daejeon (경국대전, 經國大典) Codes of the State 

Hagye (하계, 下階) lower platform of burial mound area

Hapjangneung (합장릉, 合葬陵) royal tomb with joint burial mound of king and queen

Hongsalmun (홍살문, 紅箭門) red spiked gate 

Honyuseok (혼유석, 魂遊石) stone dais for the spirit of the dead 

Hwaso (화소, 火巢) fire proof belt 

Hyungnye (흉례, 凶禮) funeral rites

Inseok (인석, 引石) holding stone

Jaesil (재실, 齋室) tomb keeper’s house 

Jangdaeseok (장대석, 長臺石) long stone slab

Jangmyeongdeung (장명등, 長明燈) stone lantern on graveyard 

Jeongjagak (정자각, 丁字閣) T-shaped shrine

Jeongjeon (정전, 正殿) main hall 

Jidaeseok (지대석, 支待石) stone foundation

Jinseol (진설, 陳設) setting a ritual table 

Jongmyodaeje (종묘대제, 宗廟大祭) the royal ancestral rites of the Joseon Dynasty held at Jongmyo 

Joseon Wangjo Sillok (조선왕조실록, 朝鮮王朝實錄) the Annals of Joseon Dynasty

Junggye (중계, 中階) middle platform of burial mound area

Jusan (주산, 主山) the guardian hill

Mangjuseok (망주석, 望柱石) stone pillar

Glossary



Mangnyowi (망료위, 望燎位) incinerating stand

Munseogin (문석인, 文石人) stone image of civil official

Museogin (무석인, 武石人) stone image of military official

Myeongdangsu (명당수, 明堂水) propitious stream

Nanganseok (난간석, 欄干石) stone guardrail

Neung (능, 陵) royal tomb(s)

Neungji (능지, 陵誌) record of royal tomb

Oryeui (오례의, 五禮儀) Five Rites of the State

Panseok(판석, 板石) stone slab

Panwi (판위, 板位) ceremonial dais

Pungsu (풍수지리, 風水地理) geomancy principles

Salleungdogam (산릉도감, 山陵都監) Office of Royal Tombs

Salleungdogam Uigwe (산릉도감의궤, 山陵都監儀軌) Record of the Office of Royal Tombs 

Samyeolleung (삼연릉, 三連陵) royal tomb with three parallel mounds 

Sanggye(상계, 上階) upper platform of burial mound area

Sangseok (상석, 床石) stone table

Sansinseok (산신석, 山神石) ritual table for the mountain spirit 

Sasindo (사신도, 四神圖) pictures of the four guardian deities 

Sasinsa (사신사, 四神砂) four guardian mountains 

Seho (세호, 細虎) small tiger

Sejong Sillok (세종실록, 世宗實錄) the Annals of King Sejong 

Seogin (석인, 石人) stone human figure 

Seogma (석마, 石馬) stone horse

Seogyang (석양, 石羊) stone sheep 

Seokho (석호, 石虎) stone tiger

Seokju (석주, 石柱) stone pillar

Seoksaja (석사자, 石獅子) stone lion

Seoksang (석상, 石像) stone figure

Sindo (신도, 神道) spirit road

Sindobi (신도비, 神道碑) tomb stele for kings and high courtiers 

Sinwi (신위, 神位) ancestral tablet

Sojeondae (소전대, 素筌臺) incinerating stand 

Ssangneung (쌍릉, 雙陵) royal tomb with twin mounds 

Subokbang (수복방, 守僕房) guards’ house

Suragan (수라간, 水剌間) royal kitchen / area preparing for rites

Taesil (태실, 胎室) placenta chamber

Uigwe (의궤, 儀軌) records of state events

Useok (우석, 隅石) corner stone 

Woldae (월대, 月臺) stone platform, meaning “moon foundation”
Won (원, 園) graveyards of crown princes or birth parents of kings 

Yegam (예감) incinerating chamber 

Yeongjeo (영저, 鈴杵) stick (with vajra grip)

Yeongtak (영탁, 鈴鐸) bells

Yeonji (연지, 蓮池) pond, lotus pond
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Korean Royal Legacies Beckon the World 
Foreword



�

The Joseon Dynasty (1392-1910) left behind a host 

of valuable legacies during its tumultuous rule. Royal 

palaces, annals of successive reigns and records of 

various court events are just some of the rich inven-

tory. Set above all else, however, are the royal tombs 

of Joseon that are unique expressions of culture em-

bodying the highest and lowest points of the era. 

The burial grounds of the kings and queens of Jo-

seon described in this book are familiar to most Ko-

reans. Even through the turbulent modern history 

these legacies from Korea's last dynastic period have 

been extremely well preserved as the nation's impor-

tant cultural heritage. 

There are a total of 119 burial sites of the Joseon 

royal family. Forty-two of these burial grounds con-

tain the remains of kings and queens. Forty of these 

royal tombs are located in the Republic of Korea, 

and two from the early Joseon period are in Gae-

seong, the capital of the preceding Goryeo Dynasty, 

which is now part of the DPR Korea. It is especially 

noteworthy that all of the royal burial grounds, in-

cluding those of princes and princesses, are main-

tained in perfect condition. 

The Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty may be 

seen as intermediary structures between the palaces 

where the kings and queens lived and Jongmyo, the 

royal ancestral shrine, where they were worshipped 

as ancestral gods. Thus the royal graveyards were 

significant spaces where life and death intersected. 

Today, the royal tombs remain enchanting vestiges 

of pre-modern upper-class culture. They display the 

confluence of geomancy, architecture, landscaping, 

stone sculptures and ancestral rites, and remind us 

of the politics and economics of Joseon. 

These Korean royal tombs look markedly differ-

ent from ancient royal burial grounds in China and 

Japan. The Joseon royal graves typically have round 

burial mounds, a variety of stone objects and a few buildings, all achiev-

ing a comfortable harmony with the contours of surrounding nature. From 

today's standpoint the scenery created by the Joseon Royal Tombs is char-

acterized by rare manmade beauty that cherishes nature-friendly and envi-

ronment-friendly values. 

The Joseon Royal Tombs provide precious places where history can be 

recalled. Geonwolleung of King Taejo stands for the pioneering spirit of a 

founding monarch; Paju Samneung, the Three Royal Tombs in Paju, keeps 

episodes about efforts for preservation; Taereung of Queen Munjeong re-

flects the undaunted political ambition of the "Iron Queen"; Yereung of 

King Cheoljong relates sad anecdotes of a nominal ruler domineered by 

powerful royal in-laws; and Yureung of Emperor Sunjong recalls the tragic 

fall of Joseon. Hence each of the royal tombs stands as a silent but eloquent 

legacy of history as well as a green haven in a giant metropolitan area. 

We hope this beautiful album of historical landscapes will contribute to the 

global appreciation of an essential aspect of traditional Korean culture. It 

is also hoped that this book will prove useful to the UNESCO World Her-

itage Committee when it considers adding the Joseon Royal Tombs to the 

World Heritage List. 

December 2007

You Hong June 

Chief Administrator

Cultural Heritage Administration
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Throughout its five-century rule the Joseon Dynasty 

built tombs around its capital for kings and queens. 

Today, these royal graveyards are prized historical 

assets and green havens in a huge metropolitan area, 

where tradition and modernity can be relished to-

gether. 

This book introduces 40 royal tombs of the Joseon 

Dynasty, from Geonwolleung of King Taejo to Yure-

ung of Emperor Sunjong, all located within a 40-kil-

ometer radius of the old center of Seoul. The burial 

mounds and accompanying structures, architectural 

details and stone carvings are presented in photo-

graphs that capture the royal burial grounds at their 

best times of the year, along with compact descrip-

tions. 

These royal tombs represent Confucian teachings 

about ancestral worship, which were adopted by 

the ruling elite of Joseon as their supreme ethical 

principle and governing ideology. The royal tombs 

were built in accordance to the Five Rites of State 

(Gukjo orye ui) and other official manuals. Tempo-

rary government agencies were set up to oversee a 

royal burial, and they assembled a cadre of premier 

artists and engineers.  

From site selections to the forming of burial mounds 

and installation of graveyard facilities, the entire 

procedure was carried out in respect to geomantic 

philosophy, which stressed harmony with nature. 

Thus the uniquely beautiful scenery of Joseon Royal 

Tombs was created. 

The royal burial grounds, accessed across a bridge 

spanning the "forbidden stream" and through a red 

spiked gate, were designed as sacred realms. The 

burial mounds were placed on the highest terrain 

protected by a legion of guardian figures. These 

stone images of officials and auspicious animals 

have outstanding artistic quality. 

The rulers of Joseon paid utmost attention in constructing the tombs of 

their predecessors and paying homage to them, thereby enhancing royal 

authority and strengthening their own position. Six centuries after the dy-

nasty was founded, the royal ancestral rites still continue to be performed 

today. Hence the royal tombs of Joseon have acquired immense signifi-

cance as vital cultural legacies, both tangible and intangible. 

We hope that as our readers stroll through the vistas of these pages, they 

will feel the regal aura of the Joseon period. Finally, we also look forward 

to days when we can survey the two early Joseon tombs that are now lo-

cated in North Korea. 

 

December 2007 

Kim Bong-gun 

Director General

National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage 
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Royal Tombs of the Joseon Danasty 

Ancestral worship was firmly established in Korea during the Joseon Dy-

nasty (1392-1910), when Confucian teachings were adopted as the govern-

ing ideology and the supreme ethical principle. The clearest expression of 

the respect and reverence toward ancestors revolved around their tombs. 

Ultimate regard, of course, was bestowed on the tombs of kings. The reign-

ing king took care of the tombs of deceased kings and held rites to worship 

them as a means to strengthen the legitimacy of the state and the royal fam-

ily and to protect and maintain his position. 

Confucianism, which stresses family obligations through succeeding gen-

erations of descendants, remains deeply embedded in Korean society today. 

On major holidays, many Koreans visit their ancestors’ tombs, carefully 

tending to them as a virtuous act that will bring good luck to themselves as 

well as their descendants.

Rites also are held at the royal tombs, sustaining acts of homage that are 

now 600 years old. This is an outstanding feature that distinguishes Joseon 

Royal Tombs from burial sites of ancient rulers in other countries. Royal 

ancestral rites are held at more than 50 locations around Korea every year. 

Thus, Joseon Royal Tombs are not mere burial grounds of dead kings and 

queens. They are the vibrant legacies where one of the mankind's longest-

lived cultural traditions has been preserved most devotedly.

Royal Tombs: Sanctuaries of Absolute Monarchs 

There are a total of 42 Joseon Royal Tombs. They 

keep the remains of kings who actually occupied the 

throne, those posthumously given sovereign titles be-

cause their direct offspring ascended to the throne, 

and their spouses. These tombs are called neung, 

reung, or leung, according to the phonetics of the 

preceding syllable phonetic variation.

In a broader sense, the burial sites of other royal fam-

ily members also may be called royal tombs. There 

are 13 tombs for crown princes and their consorts as 

well as royal relatives adopted from other lineages to 

succeed the throne (won); and 65 tombs for the rest 

of the royal family members (myo). Management of 

all three types of tombs were virtually the same.

Two early Joseon Royal Tombs were built in Gae-

seong, North Korea, just north of the Demilitarized 

Zone separating the two Koreas. They are for Queen 

Sinui, consort to the founding monarch, Taejo, and 

King Jeongjong, the second ruler. Gaeseong was 

the capital of the preceding Goryeo Dynasty (918-

1392).

All of the other 40 royal tombs are in Seoul or its 

metropolitan area because, by law, they had to be 

built within 4 to 40 kilometers from the center of 

Hanyang, which is approximately the old city center 

of present-day Seoul. For administrative purposes, 

the tombs were divided into 18 areas covering three 

zones: inside Seoul, east of Seoul, and west of Seoul. 

(Refer to Table 1 for the list of Royal Tombs, and 

Table 2 for the Royal Tomb Areas and Zones.) 

Donggureung, or the "Nine Royal Tombs in the 

East," is a group of nine Joseon Royal Tombs in 

Guri-si, Gyeonggi-do, east of Seoul. It is the largest 

royal family graveyard of Joseon. The tombs include 

Geonwolleung of King Taejo, the founding ruler; 

Hyeolleung of King Munjong, the 5th ruler; Mon-

Introduction
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gneung of King Seonjo, the 14th ruler; Hwireung 

of Queen Jangnyeol, consort to King Injo, the 16th 

ruler; Sungneung of King Hyeonjong, the 18th ruler; 

Hyereung of Queen Danui, consort to King Gyeong-

jong, the 20th ruler; Wolleung of King Yeongjo, the 

21st ruler; Gyeongneung of King Heonjong, the 24th 

ruler; and Sureung of posthumous King Munjo, the 

father of King Heonjong, the 24th ruler. Likewise, 

Seo-oreung is a group of five royal tombs located to 

the west of Seoul. Hongyureung, inside Seoul, is also 

a royal tomb group. It has the tombs of Joseon's two 

last monarchs, Gojong and Sunjong, both emperors 

of the Great Han Empire at the end of the Joseon 

Dynasty. 

Tombs of King Sejong, the 4th ruler, and King Hyo-

jong, the 17th ruler, were moved to the present loca-

tions in search of better geomantic blessings. Both 

of their tombs are named Yeongneung but have dif-

ferent Chinese characters. Along with the tomb of 

King Danjong, the 6th ruler, these tombs are farthest 

from Seoul. 

Tombs of King Yeonsangun, the 10th ruler, and King 

Gwanghaegun, the 15th ruler, were demoted to the 

third group, myo, so they are not included in the 42 

Royal Tombs. Both rulers were dethroned for mis-

rule.

The Joseon Dynasty set a unique and precious exam-

ple in world history in that it maintained a consist-

ent burial system and perfectly managed all burial 

grounds of the royal household for more than five 

centuries. Each royal tomb was made with great de-

votion considering geomantic principles and strictly 

observing Confucian etiquette. Royal tomb construc-

tion was a state project guaranteeing perfection in all 

respects. All of the royal tombs have been preserved 

in their original condition until today. 

Confucianism and Geomantic Philosophy 

In addition to required distance from the capital, the selection of royal bur-

ial sites was dictated by proximity to other royal tombs, the topography of 

surrounding mountains and management purposes. 

In accordance with geomantic principles, or pungsu, propitious sites had 

mountains at the rear and water in front. Adjacent mountain ridges or other 

topographical features were used to separate the royal burial grounds from 
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other facilities and emphasize their sacredness. Many 

royal tombs were placed in wooded lands near the 

capital, so they offer precious urban havens to enjoy 

nature today.

When a burial site was chosen, the ground plan was 

made in respect of Confucian ritual decorum clearly 

defining the hierarchy between the dead and the liv-

ing, or the sacred and the secular. The Joseon royal 

household basically inherited the burial system of 

the preceding Goryeo Dynasty. But, as time passed, 

Joseon drafted its own ritual procedures to smoothly 

conduct various rites at gravesites. 

When a king died, three temporary agencies were set 

up to carry out the funeral and burial rites. The fu-

neral and burial rites followed prescriptions in The 

Five Rites (Orye ui) from The Annals of King Sejong 

and The Five Rites of State (Gukjo orye ui). Both 

were compiled to suit circumstances of the Joseon 

royal household on the basis of The family Rituals 

(Jiali or Garye in Korean) by Zhu Xi.

Unique Spatial Layout of Joseon Royal Tombs 

The royal burial grounds were basically perceived as 

spaces for the dead to rest in peace and meet with the 

living. There was a strict hierarchy between the dead 

and the living; the former was considered sacred and 

the latter secular. The burial grounds consisted of 

three areas – the sacred burial area, the ritual area 

where the sacred and secular meet; and the entrance 

area, which is regarded as part of the secular world. 

Each burial ground was designed to harmonize with 

the surrounding nature. The nature-friendly tomb 

construction method of Joseon finds no parallel even 

in neighboring countries like China or Japan. 

The scale of burial ground, the method of forming 

burial mound and arrangement of stone objects and 
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other facilities basically followed a uniform instal-

lation plan. All facilities on the burial sites, includ-

ing stone objects such as images of civil and military 

officials, were produced and installed in accordance 

with pertinent regulations. However, there were vari-

ations depending on the requirements of each era.

Particularly, the size and carving style of stone fig-

ures, retaining stones and guardrails reflected chang-

ing artistic and aesthetic penchants of different eras. 

Thus the royal tombs serve as vital monuments at-

testing to the stream of history. (Refer to Appendix I 

for the styles and ground plans of tombs.) 

Burial Area | The burial mound, of course, was the 

core of the royal tombs. The mounds varied in ac-

cordance with the topography of surrounding moun-

tains, Hence, single mounds, twin mounds, joint bur-

ial mounds, three parallel mounds, double mounds 

on the same hill, or double mounds on different hills 

appeared, all of them hemispherical. 

The mounds typically were encircled with stone 

guardrails and retaining stones that were carved 

with the 12 zodiac images showing directions, and 

decorated with lotus and peony designs. Two pairs 

of stone tigers and sheep were placed at the front to 

act as guardians, and pine trees were often planted 

in the rear on the hills behind the tombs because they 

grow well on rocky slopes.  

The burial area is three-tiered, with each horizontal 

level bordered with long stone slabs. The uppermost 

level is for the dead king's spirit, the middle level 

for civil officials, and the lowest level for military 

officials. The top level has the burial mound with 

low, circular walls, stone tigers, a stone dais for the 

dead king's spirit and stone pillars. The middle level 

has stone figures of civil officials, a stone lantern and 

horses. The bottom level has stone figures of military 

Basic Geomantic Elements of Royal Burial Ground  

officials and stone horses. Access to the burial area is strictly limited. 

Ceremonial Area | This area was used to hold rites for the deceased. Upon 

arrival at the red spiked gate that divided the entrance area from the cer-

emonial area, the king dismounted from a sedan chair, and walked pass 

the gate on foot. He bowed four times toword the burial mound from an 

obeisance stand. Then the king and other ritual overseers moved to the cer-

emonial hall, where the ritual table was set, along the worship road made 

of two lanes – one for the dead king's spirit and one for the living king. 

Various facilities needed for holding royal ancestral rites are located around 

the ceremonial pavilion. They include a stone incinerating chamber, a stele 

pavilion, the servants' quarters and a kitchen. 

Entrance Area | The area was used for management of the burial ground 

and preparation of rites. It has the tomb keeper's house and storage build-

ings for incense and other ritual equipment. Past the tomb keeper's house, a 

stone bridge spans the "forbidden stream" dividing the holy burial ground 

and the secular world. 

Sometimes, a pond was made as a geomantic device to reinforce the propi-

tious energy or another red spiked gate was erected to mark the outer bor-

der of the sacred spiritual realm. 
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Unique Aesthetics of Graveside Landscapes 

Pungsu, or geomantic philosophy (fengshui in Chi-

nese), aims to apply nature's healthy energy to the life 

of people by studying the topographical features of 

mountains and flow of water. It provides guiding prin-

ciples in choosing the sites of homes and graves. 

While the Chinese tried to supplement fengshui en-

ergy with superseding manmade structures, Koreans 

tended to build structures harmonizing with their 

surroundings to avoid damaging the natural topog-

raphy. Such an attitude had great influence on the 

landscapes of Joseon Royal Tombs. 

The burial area lies on a much higher terrain than 

other areas to emphasize its holiness strictly forbid-

den to the living. Mysteriously, though, it remains 

invisible for visitors until they reach the ceremonial 

pavilion past the red spiked gate and the long wor-

ship road, a result of meticulous architectural plan-

ning to keep the sacred realm of the dead out of sight 

as long as possible. It is a unique aesthetic pleasure 

that can only be experienced on the Joseon royal 

burial grounds. 

The ceremonial pavilion is simple but well represents 

the elegant style of Joseon palace architecture. It has 

the solemn beauty suiting the royal burial ground. 

The round burial mound is also simple but beauti-

ful, succinctly harmonizing with mild contours of the 

surrounding topography in ways reminiscent of the 

tumuli of the Unified Silla period (668-935). 

Graveyard Rites: A Living Tradition 

During the Joseon period, ancestral rites were per-

formed by people of all classes, from the royal family 

to the literati class to commoners. Graveyard rites, 

in particular, were meaningful rituals awakening the 

participants to the significance of their family lineage 
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traced back to ancestors. 

From its early days, the Joseon royal household 

faithfully observed ancestral rites at the gravesides. 

The tradition was maintained until the dynasty fell 

in 1910 with Japan's annexation of Korea. The royal 

family of a demolished dynasty had no means to 

continue to hold ancestral rites under colonial rule. 

The Jeonju Yi Family Association, organized with 

descendants of the royal family, revived the time-

honored rites after national liberation in 1945. The 

association continues to hold rites today, sustaining 

the illustrious tradition that is now six centuries old. 

(Refer to Appendix III for the royal ancestral rites 

performed at the tombsites, especially at the tomb of 

King Taejo, the founding monarch of Joseon.) 

Numerous Recorded Documents 

The Joseon Dynasty recorded details of major state 

events in official documents that are now known as 

uigwe, literally "exemplary protocols." The records 

of state funerals were made by the three temporary 

agencies in charge of the funeral and burial rites – the 

Office of State Funeral (Gukjang Dogam), the Office 

of Mortuary Operations (Binjeon Dogam) and the 

Office of Royal Tomb (Salleung Dogam). 

The royal protocols recorded in detail the motiva-

tions in choosing each royal burial site, who took 

charge in making the tombs, the finances and mate-

rials, and when the funerals began and ended. The 

documents were accompanied by fine illustrations 

precisely depicting the funeral processions and the 

newly made royal burial grounds. The protocols 

were important references for holding the royal fu-

nerals in elaborate procedures, repairing the royal 

tombs and preserving them in their original condi-

tions throughout the dynasty. 

The custodians of each royal tomb also kept a journal of their duties, which 

resulted in the official history of each burial site. These records, called ne-

ungji, or the "tomb records," attested to the efforts exerted by numerous 

people over the centuries in order to keep the royal tombs in impeccable 

states. 

Other records concerning Joseon Royal Tombs included The Annals of the 

Joseon Dynasty (Joseon wangjo sillok), the official chronicles of the 27 

reigns of the dynasty; Grand Code for State Administration (Gyeongguk 

daejeon), the main statute of Joseon based on its Confucian-oriented gov-

erning ideology; and Five Rites of State (Gukjo orye ui), a comprehensive 

work prescribing the mode of conduct of major state ceremonies including 

royal succession, funerals, marriages, welcoming foreign envoys and mili-

tary reviews. 

These records form the world's richest compendium on the construction 

and management of royal graves, significantly adding to the cultural value 

of Joseon Royal Tombs.  
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Donggureung Area

Geonwolleung of King Taejo, 
The Founding Ruler

King Taejo (1335-1408) was the second son of Yi 

Ja-chun, head of a powerful gentry family in Ham-

heung, Hamgyeong-do at the end of the Goryeo Dy-

nasty. He earned his reputation as a military offic-

er with prominent archery skills at young age. He 

fought against the invasion of the Liaodong region 

of Manchuria and marched back from Wihwa Is-

land to help King Gongmin ascend the throne. He 

eventually usurped the throne from King Gongyang, 

the last king of Goryeo and proclaimed the founding 

of a new dynasty named Joseon. King Taejo ruled 

for six years and two months before abdicating in 

1398 in favor of his second son, Bang-gwa (later 

known as King Jeongjong), born from his first wife, 

Queen Sinui. 

Geonwolleung, the tomb of King Taejo, is in the 

deepest quarter of Donggureung, the Nine Royal 

Tombs in the East. It is a single mound tomb, basi-

cally following the style of the tombs of King Gong-

min and his wife, Princess Noguk, known to be the 

finest royal tombs from the Goryeo period. But it 

is surrounded by low walls on three sides. The size 

and arrangement of stone objects also differ from 

Goryeo tombs, setting an example for other royal 

tombs of Joseon. 

Particularly, the stone figures of civil and military 

officials look robust as if to manifest the founding 

spirit of the newborn dynasty. There is a stone dais 

used for paying homage before the mound, which 

was not installed in later royal tombs, as well as an 

epitaph engraved with the king's achievements. 

The tomb of Taejo's first wife, Queen Sinui, called 

Jereung, is located in Gaeseong, now in North 

Korea. His second wife, Queen Sindeok, is buried in 

Jeongneung in Seongbuk-gu, northern Seoul. ● 

King Taejo, born Yi Seong-

gye, the founding ruler of the 

Joseon Dynasty, is buried 

here, in the deepest quarters 

of Donggureung, the largest 

royal burial ground of 

Joseon.
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Left  Descendants of the Yi 

Royal Family hold memorial 

rites for King Taejo on his 

death anniversary on June 

27 at his graveyard.

Right  Geonwolleung followed 

the style of the tombs of King 

Gongmin and Princess Noguk 

of the Goryeo Dynasty, but also 

introduced a new layout of stone 

objects as well as bent walls 

enclosing the burial, setting a 

model for other royal tombs of 

Joseon.
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Left  A stone figure of a 

military official in armor and 

helmet stands alongside 

a stone horse. The stone 

images generally look stout. 

Below  The burial mound 

and the ceremonial pavilion 

viewed from the red spiked 

gate. The mound is the 

highest among all royal 

burial mounds of Joseon. 
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Left   The mound is covered 

with pampas grass instead 

of sod. King Taejong (son of 

King Taejo) had it covered 

with the grass growing in 

his father's hometown in 

Hamheung. 

Right   A snowstorm hits 

pine groves around the 

royal burial site, perhaps as 

a symbolic reminder of the 

political turmoil surrounding 

the birth of a new dynasty. 
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Donggureung Area

Hyeolleung of King 
Munjong, The 5th Ruler 

King Munjong (1414-1452) was the first Joseon 

monarch who inherited the throne in accordance 

with the rule of royal succession to the eldest son. 

But he ruled for two short years, from 1450-1452, 

due to his frail health. A deeply filial son, he wanted 

to be buried near his parents so his burial site was 

picked on a hill to the right of the old tomb of King 

Sejong, his father. However the site was found to be 

too wet and rocky, so he was buried in Donggure-

ung. 

Hyeolleung consists of two burial mounds, one 

for King Munjong and one for his consort, Queen 

Hyeondeok (1418-1441). They lie on different hills 

of the same mountain ridge. Queen Hyeondok died 

at age 24, the day after she gave birth to a son, who 

later became King Danjong. She was buried in Sore-

ung in Ansan, Gyeonggi-do, and was moved here 

when Munjong died. When Danjong was dethroned 

and killed, her remains were dug out and left unat-

tended on the seaside until she was reinstated during 

the years of King Jungjong (r. 1506-1544). 

The king's tomb is fully equipped with bent walls, 

retaining stones, stone guardrails, and stone images 

of civil and military officials that look solemn and 

majestic. The queen's mound does not have retain-

ing stones but is encircled with stone guardrails. The 

worship road bends 90 degrees twice, the only case 

among all of the Joseon Royal Tombs. 

This is the second Joseon Royal Tomb built in ac-

cordance with the Five Rites of State (Gukjo orye 

ui), right after the old tomb of King Sejong. Since 

Sejong's tomb was later moved to the present site, it 

duly deserves recognition as the oldest Joseon Royal 

Tomb faithfully following guidelines in the state-

published manual.  ●

The burial mounds of 

King Munjong and Queen 

Hyeondeok are seen 

respectively beyond the 

ceremonial pavilion and a 

stele pavilion. 
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Left  The queen's mound, in the foreground, is surrounded 

with stone railings but without retaining stones, while the 

king's mound is equipped with both.

Right  A stone tiger protects the royal burial ground. 
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Left  The stone images of 

civil and military officials 

have prominent eyes as well 

as moustaches. 

Top  The king’s mound 

viewed from the queen’s 

mound. It fully reflects 

guidelines for royal tomb 

construction in the Five Rites 

of State (Gukjo orye ui), 

completed in 1474 under the 

reign of King Seongjong. 

Bottom  Stone figures 

of military officials 

have bulging eyes and 

moustaches. At left is a 

military figure guarding the 

mound of King Munjong and 

at right is one for the mound 

of Queen Hyeondeok. 
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Donggureung Area

Mongneung of King Seonjo, 
The 14th Ruler 

Mongneung is the tomb of King Seonjo (1552-1608) 

and his two wives, Queen Ui-in (1555-1600) and 

Queen Inmok (1584-1632). It is the only Joseon 

Royal Tomb with three burial mounds located on 

three different hills connected to the same moun-

tain ridge. According to the traditional rule in tomb 

making with the male at the right and female at left, 

the king's mound was placed at the right, his first 

wife, Queen Ui-in, at the center, and his second wife, 

Queen Inmok, at the left. 

King Seonjo was the first Joseon monarch who came 

to the throne as the son of a royal concubine. He 

was the grandson of King Jungjong, born from a 

concubine. He was appointed to succeed the throne 

when King Myeongjong died without an heir. Seon-

jo ruled from 1567 to 1608. His reign was extreme-

ly difficult because the nation was totally ruined 

during the Japanese invasions in 1592-1598. Worse 

still, he took flight abandoning Seoul and the infu-

riated populace turned their backs on the incompe-

tent government. 

King Seonjo's first wife, Queen Ui-in, was weak 

and died without having children. His second wife, 

Queen Inmok, bore him his only legitimate son, 

Prince Yeongchang. But the young prince was mur-

dered by his half brother who later became King 

Gwanghaegun, and Queen Inmok was demoted and 

confined in the Western Palace. She was reinstated 

after King Injo took the throne in a coup. 

Only the king’s mound has retaining stones in-

stalled, and with difficulties in finding skilled crafts-

men after the long war, the stone figures fall short in 

their overall artistic value.  ●  

Mongneung is the only 

Joseon Royal Tomb 

consisting of three burial 

mounds lying on different 

hills on the same ground. 

King Seonjo, Queen Ui-in 

and Queen Inmok are buried 

in separate mounds. 



34



3�

Left  The king’s mound lies to the back of the T-shaped ceremonial pavilion, Queen Ui-in’s mound at the center, and Queen Inmok’s mound further to 

the Left. The worship road is bent from the red spiked gate to the ceremonial pavilion.

Top  King Seonjo’s mound shows the typical royal burial style of the Joseon Dynasty. 

Bottom  The stone lantern in front of Queen Inmok’s burial mound. Lanterns were lit to pray for peaceful repose of the dead. 
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The snow-covered burial ground of Queen Inmok is tranquil and peaceful. The stone objects were roughly made in the aftermath of war.
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Mongneung is located at the northern end of the precinct of Donggureung, the Nine Royal Tombs in the East. It only comes into view past the red spiked gate. 
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Donggureung Area

Hwireung of Queen 
Jangnyeol, Consort to King 
Injo, The 16th Ruler 

Queen Jangnyeol (1624-1688) married King Injo 

after Injo's first wife, Queen Innyeol, died after giv-

ing birth to her fourth son, Prince Yongseong. She 

was 15 years old and the king was 44 years old. At 

26 she became queen dowager as Injo died and King 

Hyojong succeeded the throne. Ten years later she 

became queen grandmother when King Hyojong 

died and his son Hyeonjong succeeded the throne. 

Five years later King Hyeonjong died and her great-

grandson Sukjong ascended the throne. She died 14 

years later at the age of 65. She had the unique ex-

perience of living through four reigns. 

Queen Jangnyeol had no children of her own and 

lived rather quietly with little political influence. 

When King Hyojong and his wife, Queen Inseon, 

died, the court divided over her formal mourning 

periods as the king's stepmother and the queen's 

stepmother-in-law. The Southerners (Namin) and 

the Westerners (Seoin) factions engaged in a heated 

dispute over the issue. 

The forms and carving technique of stone objects 

are similar to those at Sungneung of King Hyeon-

jong, which was made five years earlier. The spirit 

dais has five support stones like one at Geonwolle-

ung, the tomb of King Taejo. 

The T-shaped, five-bay ceremonial pavilion has 

side wings. Three other Joseon Royal Tombs have 

a ceremonial pavilion with side wings. They are 

Sungneung of King Hyeonjong; Ingneung of Queen 

Ingyeong, consort to King Sukjong; and Uireung of 

King Gyeongjong.

 ●  

The burial ground of Queen 

Jangnyeol, second consort to 

King Injo, has a blizzard that 

seems to connote the severe 

factional strife surrounding 

her official mourning periods 

for state funerals. 
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Left  The burial mound, 

without retaining stones, 

is surrounded with stone 

railings and then enclosed 

with low walls on three 

sides.

Right  In form and carving 

technique the stone 

objects resemble those 

at Sungneung of King 

Hyeonjong, which was made 

at a similar time.
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Left  The ceremonial pavilion, 

with five front bays including 

the side wings, is notably 

large. 

Right  The rectangular stone 

spirit dais has five support 

stones, following the style of 

Geonwolleung of King Taejo, 

the founding ruler. 
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Donggureung Area

Sungneung of King 
Hyeonjong, The 18th Ruler  

King Hyeonjong (1641-1674) was born in Shen-

yang, China, while his father, Prince Bongnim (later 

King Hyojong), was held hostage by the Manchus 

in the wake of their invasions of Korea. He ascend-

ed the throne at 19. He strived hard to set right the 

governing order of Joseon that had been greatly 

shaken by two major wars with Japan and China, 

but to no avail amid factional conflicts between the 

Westerners (Seoin) and the Southerners (Namin). 

He died at 34. 

His wife, Queen Myeongseong (1642-1683), fre-

quently intervened in state affairs after her son, Su-

kjong, ascended the throne at 14. She tried to wield 

excessive influence, inviting scorns from the court. 

She was said to have a domineering character, not al-

lowing King Hyeonjong to have a single concubine. 

The king and the queen are buried in twin mounds, 

which have no retaining stones but are connected 

with stone guardrails. Each mound has a spirit dais 

in front. The stone pillars have finely carved tiger 

designs. (The tigers have plump tails so some people 

think they are not tigers but squirrels or salaman-

ders.) The stone images of civil and military officials 

are roughly carved, the faces and folds of the robes 

looking flat. The ceremonial pavilion has a hipped 

and gabled roof and side wings. It is the most dec-

orated among all royal graveside ceremonial pavil-

ions of Joseon.    ●

King Hyeonjong and Queen 

Myeongseong are buried 

under these twin mounds. 

A straight worship road 

connects the red spiked gate 

to the ceremonial pavilion. 



48

Left  The stone figures of 

civil and military officials are 

carved with strong lines.

Right top and below  

Neither of the twin mounds 

has retaining stones but they 

are connected with stone 

railings. Each has its own 

spirit dais. 
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Left  The ceremonial pavilion, with a hipped and gabled roof and side wings, is the most decorated among all royal graveside ritual pavilions of the Joseon period. 

Right  King Hyeonjong was the only Joseon ruler born abroad. He was born in Shenyang, China, where his father, Prince Bongnim (King Hyojong), was held hostage. 
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Donggureung Area

Hyereung of Queen Danui, 
Consort to King Gyeongjong, 
The 20th Ruler  

Queen Danui (1686-1718), daughter of Sim Ho of 

the Cheongsong Sim Family, married Crown Prince 

Yun (later King Gyeongjong) when she was 11 years 

old. The crown prince was two years younger than 

her. She died at 33 before the crown prince ascend-

ed the throne. She had no children. There are only 

a handful records about her, brief official comments 

such as that she was wise and smart and had a beau-

tiful personality. She was originally buried on a 

ridge to the left of Sungneung of King Hyeonjong 

but moved to the present site when she was post-

humously installed as queen with Gyeongjong's as-

cension. 

The burial mound lies on a low hill in a relative-

ly narrow boundary. Stone objects are smaller than 

those at other royal tombs. The stone images of mil-

itary officials have exotic faces, grinning broadly 

with glaring eyes. They have tails at the back. The 

stone pillars are also markedly smaller, the right 

one with a tiger design facing upward and the left 

one downward, a style mostly found at tombs made 

after the mid-Joseon period. The stone lantern has 

been lost, but the base stones remain. ●

Hyereung seen from outside 

the red spiked gate. The 

burial mound rests on 

a relatively low hill in a 

notably narrow boundary. 
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Left  The stone figures at Hyereung are relatively small in scale. The stone pillars are also small but have a finely carved tiger design.

Right  An impressive image of military official, grinning broadly with glaring eyes. 



��
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Left  Queen Danui, who died without children before King 

Gyeongjong ascended the throne, was buried alone. 

Right  Decorative figures on the roof ridge of the ceremonial 

pavilion. The decorative figures can only be seen in royal 

buildings, and the numbers varied according to the status 

of the building. 
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Donggureung Area

Wolleung of King Yeongjo, 
The 21st Ruler  

King Yeongjo (1694-1776), the longest reigning king 

of Joseon, ascended the throne at 31 and ruled until 

his death at 83. He was born to King Sukjong and a 

court maid surnamed Choe, and was half brother of 

King Gyeongjong. He was invested as royal brother 

heir as King Gyeongjong had no son. After Gyeong-

jong's death, he suffered from rumors that he was in-

volved in poisoning the king. More famously, Yeong-

jo is known as a heartless father who locked up his 

son, Crown Prince Sado, in a rice chest so he would 

starve to death. 

The crown prince's son, King Jeongjo, who watched 

his father's tragic death as a young boy, had Yeongjo 

buried here against his own wishes to be buried next 

to his first wife, Queen Jeongseong in Hongneung of 

the Seo-oreung area.

King Yeongjo's second wife, Queen Jeongsun (1745-

1805), caused significant damage to his rule. Queen 

Jeongsun married 66-year-old Yeongjo when she was 

15 years old, after his first wife's death. She connived 

to have Crown Prince Sado killed, so was perpetually 

in bad terms with King Jeongjo, her step grandson. 

She wielded immense power as regent dowager when 

King Jeongjo died abruptly and his 11-year-old son, 

Sunjo, succeeded the throne. She thereby accelerated 

the downfall of the dynasty. 

Wolleung has twin mounds of King Yeongjo and his 

second wife, Queen Jeongsun. The mounds have no 

retaining stones and are connected with stone guard-

rails. Each mound has a stone spirit dais in front. 

King Yeongjo was very interested in the burial system 

of the royal household, and the Revised Edition on 

State Funerals (Gukjo sangnye bopyeon) was com-

piled during his reign. The stone objects at his tomb 

closely resemble models in this book. Wolleung was 

the first Joseon Royal Tomb where images of civil 

and military officials were installed on the same ter-

rain without distinguishing their hierarchy.  ●

King Yeongjo, who lived and 

ruled the longest among all 

rulers of Joseon, is buried 

with his second wife, Queen 

Jeongsun, under these twin 

mounds. At 66 he married 

15-year-old Queen Jeongsun. 
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Left  The stone figure of 

military official looks frail 

with narrow shoulders but 

has detailed cavings . 

Center  The square stone 

lantern is decorated with 

gorgeous flower design.

Right  A stone tiger amongst 

the stone images of various 

animals protecting the burial 

mound.
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Left  Wolleung was the first Joseon royal tomb to have the stone images of civil and military officials on the same level. King Yeongjo had the Revised Edition on State Funerals 

(Gukjo sangnye bopyeon) compiled based on his experience in building or moving eight royal tombs during his long reign. 

Right  The forbidden stream flowing in front of the tomb and the decorative wall enclosing the burial mounds. 
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Donggureung Area

Gyeongneung of King 
Heonjong, The 24th Ruler  

King Heonjong (1827-1849), the eldest son of Crown 

Prince Hyomyeong (posthumous King Munjo), suc-

ceeded the throne at eight, following the death of 

King Sunjo, because his father had died premature-

ly. Until he became 15 years old, Queen Grandmoth-

er Sunwon, the wife of King Sunjo, acted as a regent 

and her relatives of the Andong Gim family control-

led state affairs. The king's direct rule only led to an-

other powerful in-law government under relatives 

of his mother, Queen Sinjeong, of the Pungyang Jo 

family, causing further confusion. 

King Heonjong had two wives, Queen Hyohyeon 

(1828-1843) and Queen Hyojeong (1831-1904), 

but had no children. He had a daughter from a 

court lady surnamed Gim, but she also died prema-

turely. Consequently, Lord Deogwan, a great grand-

son Crown Prince Sado (posthumous King Jangjo), 

was adopted to succeed the throne, under political 

schemes of the Andong Gim family to check their ri-

vals from the Pungyang Jo family. Lord Deogwan, 

later known as King Cheoljong, grew up farming in 

Ganghwa Island. 

Gyeongneung is the only Joseon Royal Tomb that 

has three parallel mounds on the same hill. Accord-

ing to the rule of "male at right and female at left," 

King Heonjong was buried at far right, Queen Hyo-

hyeon at the center and Queen Hyojeong to the left. 

None of the three mounds has retaining stones but 

they are all connected with stone guardrails. Each 

mound has a stone spirit dais placed in front.  ●

Above  The triple burial mounds of King Heonjong, Queen Hyohyeon and Queen 

Hyojeong, located next to each other. 

Left  The three mounds, without retaining stones, are joined with stone railings. 
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King Heonjong ascended the throne at eight as his father, Crown Prince Hyomyeong (posthumous King Munjo), died prematurely. His grandmother, Queen Sunwon, ruled as a regent, 

paving the road for her relatives to control the government. 
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Left  King Heonjong sired 

no heir though he had 

two wives. Lord Deogwan, 

who had been farming in 

Ganghwa Island, succeeded 

the throne after his death. 

Right  These stone figures 

of civil and military 

officials, carved with thin 

lines, have somewhat flat 

impressions. But their eyes 

have vivid pupils with subtle 

expression. 
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Donggureung Area

Sureung of Posthumous 
King Munjo, Father of King 
Heonjong, The 24th Ruler  

Posthumous King Munjo (1809-1830), or Crown 

Prince Hyomeyong, was the eldest son of King 

Sunjo. He was invested as crown prince at three, 

and married at 11. His wife, later known as Queen 

Sinjeong (1808-1890), was a daughter of Jo Man-

yeong of the Pungyang Jo family. Her grandfather, 

Jo Eom, helped ease famine by promoting the wide-

spread of sweet potatoes. As crown prince, Munjo 

started to perform regency at 18 under orders of 

King Sunjo. He actively engaged in politics, trying 

to check the powerful royal in-laws but he died pre-

maturely at 22.  

Queen Sinjeong enjoyed tremendous political power 

along with her relatives until her death at 83. In a 

bid to check the rival power of Andong Gim fami-

ly, she conspired with Yi Ha-eung (later Regent He-

ungseon) to have his second son, Lord Ikseong (later 

King Gojong), enthroned and continued to wield 

power as regent queen grandmother. 

The prematurely deceased crown prince was initial-

ly buried on a hill left to Uireung of King Gyeong-

jong, in the current Seongbuk-gu ward in northern 

Seoul. As the site turned out to be unpropitious, his 

tomb was moved to Mt. Yongma in Yangju, the cur-

rent Children's Grand Park, and again to the present 

site in 1855. 

Sureung has a joint burial mound of the royal cou-

ple with a single spirit stone. The images of civil 

and military officials stand on the same level, as 

prescribed in the Revised Edition on State Funerals 

(Gukjo sangnye bopyeon), compiled by expanding 

the chapter on state funerals from Five Rites of State 

(Gukjo orye ui) during the reign of King Yeong-

jo. The new style was adopted at Wolleung of King 

Yeongjo for the first time.  ●

This is the joint burial 

mound of Crown Prince 

Hyomyeong (posthumous 

King Munjo) and Queen 

Sinjeong. It has a single 

spirit dais, and stone figures 

of civil and military officials, 

all on the same level. The 

images of both civil and 

military classes were placed 

on the same terrain from 

Wolleung of King Yeongjo to 

Yereung of King Cheoljong. 



72



73

Left  A stone horse 

represents transportation 

means. With an ornamental 

panel inserted between its 

legs, this stone horse stands 

to the rear of the figures of 

officials. 

Right  Sureung viewed from 

its red spiked gate. Crown 

Prince Hyomyeong began 

performing regency at 18 

and tried to achieve political 

reform, but died abruptly 

at 22.
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Left  Queen Sinjeong, buried 

next to the prematurely 

deceased crown prince, 

remained enormously 

powerful with support from 

her relatives until her death 

at 83. 

Center  This stone figure 

of military official has a 

uniquely slender face with 

thin eyes and lips. 

Right  A stone guardrail 

column carved with a 

Chinese character meaning 

“due south.” 
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Hongyureung Area

Hongneung of Emperor 
Gojong, The 26th Ruler  

Queen Sinjeong, wife of posthumous King Munjo, 

allied with Regent Heungseon to check her rival 

royal in-laws of the Andong Gim family, and adopt-

ed the regent's second son, Lord Ikseong, as her 

son to succeed the throne. He was Emperor Gojong 

(1852-1919), who proclaimed the Great Han Em-

pire (Daehan Jeguk) in 1897. 

Hongneung has the joint burial mound of Emperor 

Gojong and his wife, Empress Myeongseong (1851-

1895). The empress was initially buried within the 

precinct of Donggureung, the Nine Royal Tombs in 

the East, in 1895 when she was assassinated by the 

Japanese. When Emperor Gojong died in 1919, her 

remains were moved here to be buried together. 

Hongneung, as well as the adjacent Yureung of Em-

peror Sunjong, designed to suit the imperial status of 

occupants, differs from other Joseon Royal Tombs 

in scale and style. It referred to the system of Xiaol-

ing Mausoleum of Emperor Taizu of the Ming Dy-

nasty in China. 

The burial mound has retaining stones and guard-

rails decorated with floral designs. Instead of placing 

stone guardian images of tigers and sheep and civil 

and military officials around guardrails, the tomb 

has a greater variety of figures lined in an orderly 

format on both sides of the worship road. They in-

clude tall officials of the civil and military classes, gi-

raffes, elephants, lions, mythical fire-eating animals 

called haetae, camels and horses. 

The worship road consists of three lanes, the higher 

central one for the spirits of the emperor and the em-

press, and the side lower ones for living people. ●

Hongneung has the joint 

mound of Emperor Gojong 

and Empress Myeongseong. 

Emperor Gojong proclaimed 

the Great Han Empire in 

1897. 
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Left  The worship road has three lanes, with a slightly 

elevated central lane. 

Center  Ruffled skirt stones cover the space between 

retaining stones and railings surrounding the burial 

mound. 

Right  Hongneung has a triple main gate. Following the 

style of Xiaoling Mausoleum of Emperor Taizu of the Ming 

Dynasty in China, it differs in scale and facility from other 

Joseon Royal Tombs. 
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Left  Stone figures of civil and military officials and various 

guardian animals stand in an orderly format on both sides 

of the worship road, all the way to the red spiked gate. 

Right  A stone lion is among the stone figures of diverse 

animals guarding the burial ground. 
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Hongyureung Area

Yureung of Emperor 
Sunjong, The 27th and Last 
Ruler  

This is the joint burial site of Emperor Sunjong 

(1874-1926) and his two wives, Empress Sunmy-

eong (1872-1904) and Empress Sunjeong (1894-

1966). It is the only Joseon Royal Tomb where three 

bodies were interred under a single mound. 

Emperor Sunjong was the second son of Emperor 

Gojong and Empress Myeongseong. He was inau-

gurated as emperor following his father in 1907, but 

the Joseon Dynasty fell in 1910. The Japanese de-

moted him to "King Yi" and he spent the rest of his 

life in disgrace. His funeral, on June 10, 1926, trig-

gered nationwide rallies for Korea's independence. 

Emperor Sunjong's first wife, Empress Sunmyeong, 

married the crown prince in 1887, but died before 

his accession. She was initially buried on the cur-

rent site of Children's Grand Park and moved here 

to be buried with the emperor. Emperor Sunjong's 

second wife, Empress Sunjeong, married him in 

1906. She lived through the Japanese colonial peri-

od and the Korean War, converting to Buddhism in 

her later years. 

Yureung followed the style of Hongneung as an 

imperial tomb, though in a somewhat narrower 

boundary. Stone objects including images of civil 

and military officials show realistic carving tech-

nique better than those at Hongneung. ●

Yureung, the burial ground 

of Emperor Sunjong, the last 

ruler of Joseon, and his two 

wives, Queen Sunmyeong 

and Queen Sunjeong, was 

also built to fit the imperial 

status of its occupants. 
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Haetae, a mythical fire eating animal, is said to know the 

good and bad instinctively, butting the bad with its horn. 

It is decorated in many royal palaces as symbolic figures 

to fight fire. 
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An aerial view of the tombs of Emperor Gojong, left, and Emperor Sunjong. Both are joint mounds of emperors and their spouses. 
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Yureung of Emperor Sunjong is the only Joseon royal grave where three corpses were interred under the same mound. 
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Gwangneung Area

Gwangneung of King Sejo, 
The 7th Ruler  

In spite of his dishonorable repute for forcibly 

usurping the throne from his nephew, the boy king 

Danjong, King Sejo (1417-1468) made remarkable 

achievements by improving national strength and 

consolidating ruling institutions during his 1455-

1468 reign. His wife, Queen Jeonghui (1418-1483) 

is said to have encouraged him to usurp the throne 

and, after his death, acted as regent for two young 

monarchs, King Yejong and King Seongjong. King 

Yejong, the second son of King Sejo and Queen 

Jeonghui, ascended to the throne at the age of 14 

because his elder brother, Crown Prince Uigyeong 

(posthumous King Deokjong), died prematurely. 

But Yejong died a year later and the late crown 

prince's son, Seongjong, succeeded the throne at the 

age of 13. 

Gwangneung was the first Joseon Royal Tomb 

where two mounds were made on separate hills 

running from the same mountain ridge. King Sejo's 

tomb was made in a single mound style. His wife 

was buried on the adjacent hill and the ceremonial 

pavilion was relocated to the center. It was accord-

ing to King Sejo’s wish that the overall decorations 

on the royal tomb were simplified. Instead of a stone 

chamber, the king’s coffin was laid in a hole and then 

the empty space was filled with lime. No retaining 

stones were put around the burial mound, and the 

12 zodiac images usually carved on retaining stones 

were expressed on guardrail columns. These chang-

es greatly influenced later royal tombs. Gwangne-

ung also is the only Joseon Royal Tomb without a 

worship road.  

Under King Sejo's instructions, the forest around 

Gwangneung was carefully protected throughout 

the dynasty. The area is now a haven for wild ani-

mals and plants and a highly prized natural reserve 

preserved in pristine condition. ●
King Sejo, buried here, 

firmly established the 

governing system and 

improved national strength 

in spite of his disgraceful 

record of forcibly taking 

the throne from his young 

nephew. 



90



91

A stone image of military official wearing an armor and helmet. The armor is ornately decorated. 
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Left  In respect of King Sejo’s wishes the forest around his 

graveyard was carefully tended throughout the dynasty. 

The whole area is now a natural arboretum. 

Right  The ceremonial pavilion viewed from Queen 

Jeonghui’s burial mound. Gwangneung is the only Joseon 

Royal Tomb without a worship road linking the pavilion to 

the red spiked gate. 
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Left  In accordance with King Sejo’s orders to simplify the royal burial system, his burial 

mound was surrounded with stone railings without being fortified with retaining stones. 

Center  The bent wall enclosing the mound to the rear was built in a way to keep with the 

natural contour. 

Right  Gwangneung was the first Joseon Royal Tomb to have double mounds on two 

adjacent hills. 
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Sareung Area

Sareung of Queen Jeongsun, 
Consort to King Danjong, 
The 6th Ruler    

Queen Jeongsun (1440-1521) is buried alone here. 

She was invested as queen consort in 1454 but de-

moted to "lady" when King Danjong was demot-

ed from abdicated king to Prince Nosan in the wake 

of the bloody persecution of his supporters who de-

manded his reinstatement. After Danjong was ban-

ished to Yeongwol in the mountainous province of 

Gangwon-do, she lived in a thatched house outside 

the East Gate. She had no children and is said to 

have missed Danjong all her life until her death at 

the age of 82. Thus her tomb was named Sareung, 

the first character sa meaning "to think." 

As she was buried as consort to a prince, her tomb 

was simply made with a few roughly carved stone 

objects. The ceremonial pavilion looks like a square 

structure rather than a T-shaped one, with stone 

stairs remaining only on the east side. 

Sareung is surrounded by lush pine woods, also des-

ignated for protection as cultural heritage and ec-

ological resources. These woods served as nursery 

gardens for landscaping royal tombs during the Jo-

seon period. ●

The burial ground of Queen 

Jeongsun, consort to the 

boy king Danjong who was 

dethroned and killed by 

his uncle. The tomb was so 

named to reflect the life of 

the queen who solely missed 

her ill-fated husband until 

her death. The ceremonial 

pavilion and the red spiked 

gate are seen amid pine 

trees. 
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Left  The burial mound 

was simply made with 

neither retaining stones nor 

guardrails as the occupant 

died as consort to a prince. 

Right  When Queen 

Jeongsun died without any 

children, it was her sister in 

law, Princess Gyeonghye, 

who buried the Queen in her 

husband’s family graveyard. 
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Left  With a small main 

hall with a gabled roof, the 

ceremonial pavilion almost 

looks like a square structure. 

The worship road also does 

not stretch all the way to the 

pavilion. 

Right  The burial ground lies 

on a low hill surrounded by 

lush pine woods which were 

used as nursery gardens for 

royal graveyard landscaping. 
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Yeongnyengneung Area

Yeongneung of King Sejong, 
The 4th Ruler  

King Sejong (1397-1450) invented the Korean script, 

Hangeul, and promoted academic research by estab-

lishing the Hall of Worthies (Jipyeonjeon) in the pal-

ace and assigning prominent scholars to it. He also 

expanded national territory by setting up the Four 

Outposts and Six Garrisons. Agriculture, science 

and technology made great advancement under his 

rule. Called Sejong the Great, he was veritably the 

greatest of all rulers of Joseon. 

Yeongneung has the joint burial mound of King Se-

jong and his wife, Queen Soheon (1395-1446). With 

two spirit stones placed before the mound, it was 

the first Joseon Royal Tomb where the king and the 

queen were buried under the same mound. 

When Queen Soheon died, she was buried in the 

western chamber of a tomb located in the current 

Seocho-gu ward in southern Seoul. King Sejong was 

interred in the eastern chamber when he died, after 

ruling for 32 years. Their son, King Sejo, want-

ed to move the tomb as it was said to be unpropi-

tious, but failed to do so. The tomb was relocated 

to the present site in 1469 during the reign of King 

Yejong. 

Geomantic experts contend that the Joseon Dynas-

ty lasted a century longer owing to the blissful ener-

gy from Yeongneung. The tomb most faithfully fol-

lowed the royal burial system described in the Five 

Rites of State (Gukjo orye ui). But some stone ob-

jects were replaced and simplified in respect to the 

king’s instructions. Consequently, the tomb has no 

retaining stones and stone burial chambers were 

substituted by lime walls. The supporting stones for 

spirit dais were reduced from five to four. The stone 

objects at the old site of Yeongneung, including a 

ceremonial table and images of civil and military of-

ficials, were buried on the site when the tomb was re-

located. They were unearthed in 1973 and displayed 

at the King Sejong Memorial Hall in Seoul. ●King Sejong, lauded as the 

greatest ruler of Josen, is 

buried here. He was the first 

king of Joseon to be buried 

next to his wife under the 

same mound.
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This tombstone was 

made in 1745 during the 

reign of King Yeongjo. The 

original monument with 

an inscription written by 

Prince Anpyeong, which was 

excavated from the king's 

first burial site, is currently 

displayed at the King Sejong 

Memorial Hall in Seoul. 

The stone tiger protecting 

the burial ground looks 

humorous rather than 

terrifying. 



106



107

Left  From geomantic viewpoints the burial ground of King Sejong is said to be most propitious among all royal tombs of Joseon. It fully respects the guidelines in the Five Rites of State (Gukjo orye ui), the manual for state rituals. 

Right  The worship road is seen amid pine trees. As part of a renovation project of the royal tomb, a newly made worship road has three lanes, instead of two, and is not straight but slightly curved, because the new red spiked gate stands on 

a different spot. 
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Yeongnyeongneung Area

Yeongneung of King 
Hyojong, The 17th Ruler  

King Hyojong (1619-1659), or Lord Bongnim, was 

the second son of King Injo. He was held hostage 

in Shenyang, China, along with his elder brother, 

Crown Prince Sohyeon. After suffering many diffi-

culties, he returned to be invested as crown prince 

and ascend the throne because his brother, who had 

returned earlier, died abruptly. His wife, Queen In-

seon (1618-1674), stayed in Shenyang for eight 

years with him. There she had a son, who later be-

came King Hyeonjong. 

King Hyojong and Queen Inseon are buried under 

separate mounds on the same hill along a slightly di-

agonal axis. The king's mound has a bent wall to-

ward the back and sides while the queen's mound 

doesn't have one, indicating that they are a couple 

using one room. 

They were initially buried on the site of Wolleung, 

the tomb of King Yeongjo, at the Nine Royal Tombs 

in the East. Since the tomb site was too wet and 

stone objects were cracked, the tomb was moved 

to the present site in Yeoju. It was the first Joseon 

Royal Tomb with two mounds placed one above the 

other on the same hill. The tomb keeper's house is in 

the best condition among all the Joseon Royal Tomb 

keeper's houses. 

This tomb's name is the same as that of King Se-

jong's tomb in Korean but has a different Chinese 

character.

It is notable that the bridge crossing the forbidden 

stream is in the ceremonial area. The stone tiger is 

humourously depicted and the figures of military of-

ficials have short necks. 	 ●

King Hyojong and Queen 

Inseon are buried under 

these double mounds, the 

king's mound above the 

queen's. King Hyojong 

suffered various difficulties 

while he was held hostage 

in Shenyang, China, along 

with his elder brother, Crown 

Prince Sohyeon. 
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Left  The king’s burial mound viewed from the queen's 

mound. A bent wall encloses only the king’s mound from 

the back, a design for the couple using the same room. 

Right  The burial mounds of the king and the queen viewed 

from under the hill. They have identical facilities. 
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Left  This is the most well 

preserved royal tomb 

keeper’s house from the 

Joseon period. 

Right  The tomb keeper’s 

house has excellent spatial 

composition. It is designated 

as Treasure No. 1532. 
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Left  One of the guardrail 

columns carved with 

a Chinese character 戌 

symbolizing the direction 

15 degrees north from due 

west. 

Right  The double burial 

mounds viewed from behind 

the ceremonial pavilion. The 

stele pavilion is seen in the 

middle ground. 
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Yeongwol Jangneung Area

Jangneung of King Danjong, 
The 6th Ruler  

King Danjong (1441-1457) was sentenced to death 

after being dethroned and forced into exile. His 

tomb, as a result, is the only Joseon Royal Tomb 

located far away from the capital, in Yeongwol in 

the mountainous province of Gangwon-do. A low-

ranking local official, named Eom Hong-do, is said 

to have collected his body and buried here. Danjong 

was reinstated in 1698 during the reign of King Su-

kjong. His tomb was also accorded due status as a 

king's burial site. 

Following the examples of the tombs of Queen 

Sindeok, consort to King Taejo, and posthumous 

King Deokjong, father of King Seongjong, the tomb 

has no retaining stones, stone railings or images 

of officials. Stone objects are small and simple like 

those at Hureung of King Jeongjong. The stone lan-

tern has a square roof stone, a style first introduced 

here and common after Myeongneung of King Suk-

jong. Broad pine woods surround the burial ground, 

creating a beautiful scenery. 

There are several auxiliary facilities such as a memo-

rial shrine for the ill-fated king's loyal subjects, and 

stele sheds for Eom Hong-do and Bak Chung-won, 

who made a mounded tomb for the secretly buried 

king. The memorial shrine keeps spiritual tablets of 

264 loyal subjects, many of whom were martyred. A 

spring was made in 1791 by local magistrate Bak Gi-

jeong, a descendant of one of the "six martyred min-

isters" (sayuksin). The ancestral rituals for Danjong, 

held around Hansik in the spring, is now a major re-

gional cultural event. 

An old eight-sheet map of the area around the tomb, 

made in the style of a realistic landscape painting, 

depicts the burial ground and surrounding land-

scape.  ●

King Danjong was buried 

farthest from the capital, 

in Yeongwol, Gangwon-

do, as he was killed there 

in banishment after being 

dethroned.
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Left  The graveyard viewed from the burial area. The T-shaped ceremonial pavilion is seen at right, with a well enclosed with square stones straight to the front. A stele pavilion, the guards’ house, a ritual platform and a memorial hall for loyal 

subjects are seen to the left, in that order. 

Right  As Danjong was dethroned and demoted to prince and then reinstated as king, his tomb has neither retaining stones nor guardrails. There are no stone figures of military officials either. 
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Left  The outhouse of the 

tomb keeper’s house. The 

chief custodian worked 

at the house where ritual 

vessels and other equipment 

were also kept. 

Right  A stele shed for Eom 

Hong-do, a local official who 

collected the body of the 

murdered king and secretly 

buried him. 
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Left  The memorial rite 

for King Danjong, held 

around Hansik in the spring, 

has evolved into a major 

regional cultural event. 

Right  This stone figure of 

civil official is simply carved 

in a style similar to those 

at Jeongneung of Queen 

Sindeok, consort to King 

Taejo, and Gyeongneung 

of posthumous king 

Deokjong, the father of King 

Seongjong. 
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Seoul

7. Seonjeongneung Area 

Seolleung of King Seongjong, the 9th ruler

Jeongneung of King Jungjong, the 11th ruler

8. Heonilleung Area

Heolleung of King Taejong, the 3rd ruler   

Illeung of King Sunjo, the 23rd ruler

9. Taegangneung Area

 Taereung of Queen Munjeong, Consort to King Jungjong, the 11th ruler

Gangneung of King Myeongjong, the 13th ruler

10. Jeongneung Area

 Jeongneung of Queen Sindeok, Consort to King Taejo, the founding ruler

11. Uireung Area

Uireung of King Gyeongjong, the 20th ruler

In Seoul 
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Seonjeongneung Area

Seolleung of King Seongjong, 
The 9th Ruler  

King Seongjong (1457-1494) and his third wife, 

Queen Jeonghyeon (1462-1530), are buried here. 

The wooded burial ground is located along Te-

hran Road in Gangnam, an upscale area of south-

ern Seoul. 

King Seongjong was the eldest son of the premature-

ly deceased Crown Prince Uigyeong (posthumous 

King Deokjong). With support from his father-in-

law, Han Myeong-hoe, and his grandmother, Queen 

Jeonghui, he became king when he was 13 and ruled 

until his death at the age of 38. Under his reign, the 

Grand Code for State Administration (Gyeongguk 

daejeon), the main statute of the Joseon Dynasty, 

was completed, and Joseon enjoyed peace and pros-

perity as politics, economy and culture made great 

advancement. The first character of his reign title, 

seong, means "accomplishment." 

Queen Gonghye, the first consort of King Seongjong 

and a daughter of powerful senior minister Han 

Myeong-hoe, died prematurely without having chil-

dren. The second consort, Lady Yun, was deposed. 

Her son later became King Yeonsangun. The third 

consort, Queen Jeonghyeon, was promoted from a 

concubine to queen following Lady Yun's deposal. 

Her son, Prince Jinseong, ascended the throne fol-

lowing his half brother, King Yeonsangun. 

The stone figures of civil and military officials 

around the king’s mound are big and well carved in 

a realistic style. Other stone objects are also big and 

impressive, symbolic of strong sovereign power.  ●

King Seongjong, buried 

here, achieved peace and 

prosperity by making 

great advances in many 

areas of state governance. 

The Grand Code for State 

Administration (Gyeongguk 
daejeon), the main statute 

of Joseon, was completed 

under his reign. 
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Left  High-rise buildings 

are seen beyond the burial 

mound of King Seongjong, 

located in Gangnam, an 

upscale area in southern 

Seoul. 

Above  An octagonal stone 

lantern in front of the burial 

mound shows Buddhist 

influence in the royal burial 

custom of the Confucian-

oriented dynasty. 
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Left  A stone figure of 

military official. Stone 

objects at Seolleung are 

generally large and well 

carved in a realistic style, 

symbolic of the strong royal 

power in early Joseon. 

Right  A stone sheep guards 

the mound of Queen 

Jeonghyeon. Except that it 

has no retaining stones, the 

queen's mound has identical 

stone objects with the king's 

mound. 
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Seonjeongneung Area

Jeongneung of King 
Jungjong, The 11th Ruler  

This is the single tomb of King Jungjong (1488-

1544), the second son of King Seongjong. He suc-

ceeded the throne after his elder brother, King Yeon-

sangun, was dethroned in a coup. With a weak 

power base, he attempted to carry out reform by fol-

lowing the views of Neo-Confucian literati. But his 

attempts only led to confusion as his top confidant, 

Jo Gwang-jo, pursued radical policies. 

King Jungjong was buried on a hill to the right of 

Huireung of Queen Janggyeong, his second consort. 

In 1562 his third consort, Queen Munjeong, moved 

his tomb to the present site, which was said to be 

more propitious. But the relocated tomb was often 

flooded. The Annals of King Seonjo says that "the 

ground in front of the ceremonial pavilion was sub-

merged every rainy season so boats were used be-

tween the pavilion and the tomb keeper's house." 

Queen Munjeong failed in her attempt to be bur-

ied next to King Jungjong, and was buried alone in 

Taereung in Dobong-gu, Seoul. Jungjong's first con-

sort, Queen Dangyeong, was deposed in the wake of 

a coup that led to Jungjong's accession. She was re-

instated during the reign of King Yeongjo, and bur-

ied at Olleung in Yangju, Gyeonggi-do. 

The stone figures of officials are over 3-meters tall, 

and the military official’s face has suffered damage 

from the Japanes invasion of 1592. The humourous 

depiction of the stone tiger is unique. ●

King Jungjong is buried here 

alone. He came to the throne 

in a coup to succeed the 

deposed King Yeonsangun 

but failed to control political 

upheaval due to his weak 

power base. He is one of the 

three Joseon kings buried 

alone. The other two are King 

Taejo and King Danjong. 
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The burial mound of King Jungjong viewed from the stele 

pavilion. Queen Munjeong, third consort to King Jungjong, 

moved his tomb here with hopes to be buried alongside 

him. But she eventually was buried at another place 

because this burial ground was frequently flooded. 
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Jeongneung is now located in an upscale town in southern 

Seoul. It is surrounded with lush woods offering a precious 

green space. 
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A stone figure of civil official and a stone horse. The images 

of civil and military officials here are over 3 meters tall. 
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Heonilleung Area

Heolleung of King Taejong, 
The 3rd Ruler  

King Taejong (1367-1422) was the fifth son of 

Taejo, the founding ruler of Joseon. He was born Yi 

Bang-won, and later named Prince Jeongan. He ac-

tively assisted his father and was considered a poten-

tial heir. When Taejo named his half brother Bang-

seok (Prince Ui-an) his successor, he led a coup and 

placed his elder brother, Bang-gwa (Prince Yeongan 

and later King Jeongjong), on the throne in 1398. 

In 1400 he subdued a coup of another elder broth-

er, Bang-gan (Prince Hui-an), and eventually took 

the throne himself. 

King Taejong strengthened the royal power and car-

ried out reforms in various areas to solidify the new 

dynasty. He ruled for nearly 18 years, and abdicated 

in favor of his third son, Prince Chungnyeong, later 

known as King Sejong. As ex-king he retained his in-

fluence, controlling the military until his death. 

Queen Wongyeong (1365-1420), the first wife of 

King Taejo, greatly assisted him in seizing power 

but after his accession, she was often at odds with 

him over his concubines. King Taejong executed her 

younger brothers under the pretext of banning royal 

in-laws from politics. She also had to see her eldest 

son, Prince Yangnyeong, deposed. 

Representing the royal burial system of early Jo-

seon, the tomb has the largest number of stone ob-

jects that are also massive in scale.  ●

The twin mounds of 

King Taejong and Queen 

Wongyeong. King Taejong 

seized the throne after 

controlling bloody turmoil 

among his brothers and 

consolidated royal power to 

cement the foundation of a 

newborn dynasty. 
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Left  A humorous stone tiger guarding the royal burial ground.  

Center  The burial mound viewed over the bent wall enclosing it at the rear. 

Right  Two pairs of stone horses on each side accompany two pairs of stone figures of civil and military officials also on each side that are twice as many guardian figures than other royal tombs. 
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Heolleung represents the double mound burial style of early Joseon, which was modeled after the tombs of King Gongmin 

and Princess Noguk of the Goryeo Dynasty. It has a majestic feeling symbolic of the strong royal power of early Joseon. 
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Heonilleung Area

Illeung of King Sunjo, The 
23rd Ruler  

King Sunjo (1790-1834), the second son of King 

Jeongjo, ascended the throne at the age of 11 as 

his elder brother, Crown Prince Munhyo, died pre-

maturely. Queen Jeongsun, his great-grandmoth-

er and second consort to King Yeongjo, acted as 

regent, paving the way for a powerful in-law gov-

ernment that ended up undermining political and 

social stability. 

King Sunjo and his consort, Queen Sunwon (1789-

1857), are buried under the same mound. The tomb 

is located near Heolleung of King Taejong on the 

southern foot of Mt. Daemo in Seocho-gu, Seoul. 

King Sunjo was initially buried in Paju City, Gyeong-

gi-do, and was moved here in 1856. Queen Sunwon 

ruled when her grandson, King Heonjong, ascended 

the throne at the age of eight and again during the 

early years of King Cheoljong. 

As provided in the Revised Edition on State Fu-

nerals (Gukjo sangnye bopyeon), revised on Five 

Rites of State (Gukjo orye ui), Illeung has one spirit 

stone so it looks like a single tomb. Without retain-

ing stones, the mound is encircled with stone rail-

ings. The stone lantern is octagonal in the early Jo-

seon style. There are two steles – one erected in 1857 

when the tomb was relocated, and one in 1900 when 

King Sunjo was named posthumous emperor by Em-

peror Gojong. 

The Seoul City designated the alder woods over 

17,000 pyeong (some 56,100 square meters) in front 

of Heolleung and Illeung as an ecological reserve. ●

Stone animal figures stand 

guard for this joint burial 

mound of King Sunjo and 

Queen Sunwon. Without 

retaining stones the mound 

is surrounded with stone 

railings. Though a joint burial 

mound, it looks like a single 

tomb because there is only 

one spirit dais in front. 
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The Seoul City designated the woods surrounding Heolleung of King Taejong and Illeung of King Sunjo as an ecological reserve. Pine trees were usually planted on the hills behind 

royal burial mounds, and alder trees on flatlands in front. 
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Although Illeung is a joint burial mound, with only one spiritual dais, it seems like a single tomb. 
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Taegangneung Area

Taereung of Queen 
Munjeong, Consort to King 
Jungjong, The 11th Ruler  

Queen Munjeong (1501-1565), third consort to 

King Jungjong, had a son and four daughters. She 

ruled as regent for eight years when her son, King 

Myeongjong, succeeded the throne at the age of 12. 

With hopes to be buried next to King Jungjong, she 

moved his tomb to the present site from Huireung, 

where he had been buried alongside Queen Jang-

gyeong, his first consort. But her wishes were not 

fulfilled as the new burial site of Jungjong was flood-

ed during rainy seasons. 

Queen Munjeong was called "Wu Zetian of Jo-

seon" or "Iron Queen." Her tomb, named Taer-

eung, meaning "great royal tomb," attests to her 

character. The burial mound has retaining stones 

elaborately carved with the 12 zodiac images and 

clouds. The stone railings have Chinese characters 

symbolizing the 12 guardian images. The stone fig-

ures of military officials have prominent eyes and 

noses carved in thick lines. All images of civil and 

military officials have oversized faces and short 

necks. 

The original ceremonial pavilion was destroyed dur-

ing the Korean War, leaving only the stone founda-

tions and terraces. The current pavilion was rebuilt 

in 1994.  ●

 

Attesting to her reputation 

as “Wu Zetian of Joseon” 

or “Iron Queen,” Queen 

Munjeong's tomb looks as 

magnificent as any king's 

mound. 
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The burial mound is fortified 

with retaining stones and 

then encircled with stone 

railings. The stone figure 

of military official in the 

foreground has prominent 

eyes and nose, carved in 

thick lines. 
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Left  This stone horse accompanying stone images of officials also looks strong and healthy. 

Right  The burial mound is seen beyond the ceremonial pavilion linked to the red spiked gate with a worship road. The original pavilion was destroyed during the Korean War and the present structure was rebuilt in 1994. 
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Taegangneung Area

Gangneung of King 
Myeongjong, The 13th Ruler 

King Myeongjong (1534-1567), the second son of 

King Jungjong, succeeded the throne at the age of 12 

after his half brother, King Injong, died without an 

heir. His mother, Queen Munjeong, ruled on his be-

half as regent until he reached 20. After he began di-

rect rule, however, Queen Munjeong continued con-

trolling state affairs. He died at 34, two years after 

his powerful mother died. As his only son had died 

prematurely, his wife, Queen Insun (1532-1575), 

adopted Lord Haseong, a collateral descendant of 

King Jungjong, as royal heir. 

Gangneung consists of two adjacent mounds on a 

hill. Both mounds of the king and the queen have 

retaining stones and are joined by stone railings. 

Each has its own spirit dais. Like those at the nearby 

Taereung of Queen Munjeong, the retaining stones 

are carved with the 12 zodiac images and the stone 

railings also have Chinese characters standing for 

the images. 

The stone lanterns covered with octagonal roof 

stones have unusually narrow lamp compartments. 

Stone lanterns in this style first appeared at the 

tombs of the founding king, Taejo, and the third 

king, Taejong, and later became common beginning 

at the tomb of the ninth king, Seongjong. 

There are traces of a forbidden stream near the red 

spiked gate. The ceremonial pavilion looks archa-

ic. The tomb largely resembles Taereung of Queen 

Munjeong in overall style.   ●

Stone railings join the 

twin mounds of King 

Myeongjong and Queen 

Insun, both fortified with 

12-sided retaining stones. 

The guardrails are also 

connected with 12 columns. 
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King Myeongjong ascended the throne after his half 

brother, King Injong, died without an heir. As he also died 

heirless, Queen Insun appointed a collateral descendent 

of King Jungjong to succeed the throne, who later became 

King Seonjo. 
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Left  The armor of a stone figure of military official is 

ornately decorated with a frilled sash. 

Right  Stone objects at Gangneung are similar to those 

at Taereung of Queen Munjeong, the mother of King 

Myeongjong. The queen dowager ruled as a regent during 

most of Myeongjong’s reign. 
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 Jeongneung Area

Jeongneung of Queen 
Sindeok, Consort to King 
Taejo, The Founding Ruler 

Queen Sindeok (?-1396) married King Taejo while 

his first wife, Queen Sinui, was alive. Queen Sinui, 

however, died in 1391 before King Taejo founded 

the Joseon Dynasty, so his second wife was invested 

as Joseon's first queen consort. 

Queen Sindeok contributed to the political base of 

King Taejo by assisting him in building amicable 

relations with politicians in the new capital. King 

Taejo dearly loved her and named her son, Bang-

seok (Prince Ui-an), as his heir, setting aside the sons 

born from his first wife. Thus he sowed the seeds for 

bloody conflicts among his sons. 

Jeongneung was originally located within the old 

capital in the current Jung-gu, central Seoul, but 

moved out to the present site after King Taejong's 

accession. He had a large residence built on the old 

burial site. Some of its retaining stones were used to 

repair a bridge after flooding, and the rest to build a 

guest house for Chinese envoys. The relocated tomb 

was left unattended for some 260 years before it was 

restored to the present state in 1669 under the reign 

of King Hyeonjong. 

Despite her status as consort to Joseon's founding 

monarch, Queen Sindeok's grave is notably small 

and simple compared to those of other queens. It has 

neither retaining stones nor railings but only stone 

figures of civil and military officials.

Only the stone lantern and supporting stones for the 

spirit dais are presumed to have been made in the 

early joseon period.  ●

Queen Sindeok, second 

consort to King Taejo, was 

initially buried in the capital 

(in present-day Jung-gu, 

central Seoul), but was 

moved out to its eastern 

outskirts after King Taejong’s 

accession. Her graveyard 

was left unattended until it 

was repaired in the present 

state in 1669 during the reign 

of King Hyeonjong. 
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After relocating the tomb of Queen Sindeok, King Taejong, 

her stepson, had stone elements from her old graveyard 

used for repairing Gwangtonggyo Bridge, the present-day 

Gwanggyo Bridge, destroyed by flooding. 
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Though she was the first invested queen consort of Joseon, Queen Sindeok was buried in a relatively humble tomb due to political reasons. The stone lantern and supporting stones for the spirit dais are the only stone objects made during the 

early years of Joseon. All the other objects were made in the 17th century when the tomb was repaired. 
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Uireung Area

Uireung of King Gyeongjong, 
The 20th Ruler 

King Gyeongjong (1688-1724), born to King Suk-

jong and his concubine, Lady Jang, was weak and 

had no children. He appointed his half brother, 

Prince Yeoning (later King Yeongjo), born to Lady 

Choe, another concubine of King Sukjong, as heir 

brother two months after he ascended the throne. 

King Gyongjong's first wife, Queen Danui, died be-

fore his accession. His second wife, Queen Seonui 

(1705-1730), was invested as crown princess at the 

age of 14. Four years later King Gyeongjong died 

and she became a queen dowager. 

The burial mounds of King Myeongjong and Queen 

Seonui are located one above the other on the same 

hill, in a similar manner to Yeongneung of King Hy-

ojong. Such an arrangement was due to geoman-

tic consideration to place the royal corpses at spots 

where vital energies converged. Neither mound has 

retaining stones and each is surrounded with stone 

railings. Only the king's mound has a low wall to 

the back. 

King Sukjong instructed to avoid luxury in rebuild-

ing the tombs of posthumously reinstated King Dan-

jong and his wife, Queen Jeongsun. Accordingly, 

stone figures of officials in later years tended to be 

made in life size or even smaller. The tiger design and 

square roof stones of stone lanterns also began to ap-

pear about this time. Royal tombs grew noticeably 

simple and frugal after the mid-Joseon period. ●

King Gyeongjong and Queen 

Seonui are buried under 

separate mounds on the 

same hill, the king’s mound 

above the queen's. The burial 

system was devised under 

geomantic consideration 

to place the bodies of the 

king and queen at the very 

spots where vital energies 

converged. 
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Left  The stone figure of 

military official is short and 

stout with an oversized face 

and shrunk shoulders. A 

stone horse stands to its 

rear. 

Center. The square stone 

lantern shows the style 

introduced after King 

Sukjong instructed to 

simplify the royal burial 

system. 

Right  A stone tiger 

protecting the queen’s 

mound has a long tail 

rolled up on its back. The 

king's mound is seen in the 

background. 
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Another stone figure of military official has bulging eyes and a big nose. All stone objects including the images of civil and military officials tend to grow 

smaller after the mid-Joseon period. 
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Seoul

Gimpo Goyang

Paju
Yangju

Hwaseong

12. Seo-oreung Area

Changneung of King Yejong, the 8th ruler

 Gyeongneung of Posthumous King Deokjong, father of King Seongjong, 

the 9th ruler

Myeongneung of King Sukjong, the 19th ruler 
 Ingneung of Queen Ingyeong, Consort to King Sukjong, the 19th ruler 
 Hongneung of Queen Jeongseong, Consort to King Yeongjo, the 21st ruler

13. Seosamneung Area

 Huireung of Queen Janggyeong, Consort to King Jungjong, the 11th ruler

Hyoreung of King Injong, the 12th ruler  
Yereung of King Cheoljong, the 25th ruler  

14. Olleung Area

Olleung of Queen Dangyeong, Consort to King Jungjong, the 11th ruler  

15. Paju Samneung Area

Gongneung of Queen Jangsun, Consort to King Yejong, the 8th ruler

Sulleung of Queen Gonghye, Consort to King Seongjong, the 9th ruler

Yeongneung of Posthumous King Jinjong, stepfather of King Jeongjo,  

the 22nd ruler

16. Paju Jangneung Area

Jangneung of King Injo, the 16th ruler  

17. Gimpo Jangneung Area

Jangneung of Posthumous King Wonjong, father of King Injo, the 16th ruler  

18.  Yunggeolleung Area

 Yungneung of Crown Prince Sado, or Posthumous King Jangjo

father of King Jeongjo, the 22nd ruler  
Geolleung of King Jeongjo, the 22nd ruler  

W
est of Seoul
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Seo-oreung Area

Changneung of King Yejong, 
The 8th Ruler 

King Yejong (1450-1469), the second son of King 

Sejo, succeeded the throne because his elder broth-

er, Crown Prince Uigyeong (posthumous King De-

okjong and the father of King Seongjong), died pre-

maturely. But he died a year and two months later at 

the age of 20. A deeply filial son, he never recovered 

emotionally from his father’s death. During his short 

reign, he ruled under regency by his mother, Queen 

Jeonghui and senior ministers such as Sin Suk-ju, 

Han Myeong-hoe and Gu Chi-gwan. 

Following King Yejong's death, his eldest son, Prince 

Inseong, who was born of his first wife, Queen Jang-

sun, also died. Prince Je-an, born from his second 

wife, Queen Ansun (?-1498), was first in the line to 

the throne but Queen Jeonghui appointed Prince Ja-

eulsan, the second son of the late Crown Prince Ui-

gyeong, as heir to the throne on the grounds that the 

four-year-old Prince Je-an was too young. Prince Ja-

eulsan became King Seongjong. 

Changneung is in the deepest section of the Seo-ore-

ung royal tomb group. The separate mounds of the 

royal couple are on two adjacent hills, the king's 

mound at right and the queen's at left. It is the sec-

ond Joseon Royal Tomb of this type after Gwang-

neung of King Sejo and his consort. The supports 

for spirit dais have door knob designs resembling 

drums. The stone figures of military officials at the 

queen's grave wear long helmets with short stream-

ers. The armors have demon face designs on the 

shoulders.    ●

The burial mound of Queen 

Ansun is seen over the bent 

wall of King Yejong’s mound. 

The double mounds rest on 

two adjacent hills on the 

same ground, the king’s 

mound at right and the 

queen’s at left, in accordance 

with the rule for construction 

of royal tombs. 
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The king’s mound is seen 

beyond the ceremonial 

pavilion. King Yejong, the 

second son of King Sejo, 

died at the age of 20 after 

ruling for 14 months. His 

tomb lies at the deepest 

section of Seo-oreung, the 

Five Royal Tombs in the 

West, the second largest 

burial ground of the Joseon 

royal household. 
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Left  The demon face design 

carved on support stones 

for the spirit dais placed 

before Queen Ansun's grave. 

The support stones for King 

Yejong’s spirit dais have 

door handle designs. 

Right  This stone figure of 

military official wears a long 

helmet with an attaching 

streamer on top. 
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Seo-oreung Area

Gyeongneung of Posthumous 
King Deokjong, Father of 
King Seongjong, The 9th Ruler 

Posthumous King Deokjong (1438-1457) was the 

eldest son of King Sejo. He died at the age of 20 

as Crown Prince Uigyeong, but was posthumously 

named a king following the accession of his second 

son, Prince Ja-eulsan. When he died, King Sejo who 

was well versed in geomantic theory, picked this 

site. It grew into Seo-oreung, the Five Royal Tombs 

in the West, the second largest royal burial group of 

the dynasty. 

Queen Sohye (1437-1504), consort to Deokjong, 

was the only queen dowager of Joseon who had 

never been a queen consort. Known as Queen Dow-

ager Insu, she lived at her private home after her 

husband’s death and returned to the palace follow-

ing the accession of her son, King Seongjong. She 

is said to have died from shock after her grandson, 

King Yeonsangun, hit her when she scolded him for 

attempting to avenge his ousted mother. 

Gyeongneung has two burial mounds made on ad-

jacent hills. Unlike other royal tombs that follow 

the rule of "right higher left lower, male at right, fe-

male at left," it has the queen's mound on a high-

er level of the right hill, and the king's mound on a 

lower level of the left hill. It is the only Joseon Royal 

Tomb of the kind. 

The grave of Deokjeong was made in accordance 

with the burial system for crown prince because he 

was named as king posthumously. Thus it has no 

stone railings or pillars, but one pair each of stone 

sheep and tigers, instead of two. Queen Sohye's 

grave, however, is fully equipped with all accoutre-

ments for a queen's tomb because she was so named 

during her lifetime.  ●
The tomb of posthumous 

King Deokjeong was simply 

made because he died as a 

crown prince. He was Crown 

Prince Uigyeong, the eldest 

son of King Sejo. He died 

prematurely and was named 

a king posthumously when 

his son, Prince Ja-eulsan, 

ascended the throne to 

become King Seongjong. 
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The burial mound of 

posthumous King Deokjong 

is seen behind a stone figure 

of military official guarding 

the mound of Queen 

Sohye. They are buried 

under separate mounds on 

adjacent slopes. The queen’s 

mound is uniquely placed 

on a higher level than the 

king’s, and is fully equipped 

with various stone objects 

befitting her status as queen. 
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The posthumous king’s mound has no stone railings, no stone pillars nor figures of military officials. It only has one pair each of stone sheep and tigers. 
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In contrast to the very simple mound of her husband, Queen Sohye’s grave was made in full courtesy for a queen because she was promoted while alive. 
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Seo-oreung Area

Myeongneung of King 
Sukjong, The 19th Ruler 

Myeongneung refers to the graves of King Sukjong 

(1661-1720) and his two consorts: Queen Inhyeon 

(1667-1700) and Queen Inwon (1687-1757). The 

King and Queen Inhyeon are buried in twin mounds 

located on the same hill, and Queen Inwon in a sin-

gle mound on an adjacent hill. 

During the reign of King Sukjong, 1674-1720, 

rival factions of Westerners (Seoin) and Southern-

ers (Namin) waged fierce power struggles causing 

endless turmoil. But King Sukjong displayed promi-

nent political ability to strengthen royal power and 

achieve political and economic stability. 

King Sukjong had three wives and six concubines. 

King Sukjong's first consort, Queen Ingyeong, died 

prematurely after delivering two daughters. The sec-

ond consort, Queen Inhyeon, faced deposal amidst 

factional strife and was reinstated later, but died in 

miserable state without children. Her life story was 

recorded by a court lady under the title, “The Story 

of Queen Inhyeon” (Inhyeon wanghu jeon). The 

third consort, Queen Inwon, married the king after 

Queen Inhyeon's death. Lady Jang, one of the con-

cubines, was invested as queen consort but was sen-

tenced to death and demoted.

In accordance with his orders, King Sukjong's tomb 

was made in a simple style with smaller stone ob-

jects, setting a landmark in the royal burial system 

of Joseon. The mounds of the King and Queen In-

hyeon have no retaining stones but are joined with 

stone railings. The mound of Queen Inwon basical-

ly follows the same style, though with slightly differ-

ent designs on stone railings. The two steles inside a 

pavilion, one for King Sukjong and Queen Inhyeon 

and the other for Queen Inwon, have inscriptions 

written by King Yeongjo in 1757.  ●

The twin mounds of King 

Sukjong and his second 

consort, Queen Inhyeon, 

rest on the same slope 

rising behind the ceremonial 

pavilion. Myeongneung has 

a unique arrangement of 

three burial mounds: two are 

located next to each other 

on the same slope, and the 

other mound, which is for 

the king's third consort, 

Queen Inwon, lies by itself 

on an adjacent slope. 
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Left  Myeongneung has life-

size stone figures of civil 

and military officials that are 

much smaller than those at 

earlier royal tombs. It was 

due to King Sukjong's orders 

to make humbler tombs for 

the royal family members. 

Right  The ceremonial 

pavilion has assorted roof 

ridge figures. The small 

guardian figures are japsang, 

but sometimes they are 

called eocheoguni. At times, 

after completing a building, 

carpenters would find they 

forgot to put these small 

things on the roof. 
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Left  The stele pavilion houses two tombstones, one for King Sukjong and Queen Inhyeon, and one for Queen Inwon. Both bear inscriptions written by King Yeongjo in 1757. 

Right  The burial mounds of King Sukjong and Queen Inhyeon viewed from inside the ceremonial pavilion. 
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Left  This stone tiger is also 

smaller than those at earlier 

royal tombs. 

Right  Queen Inwon’s mound 

lies on a separate slope to 

the right of the twin mounds 

of King Sukjong and Queen 

Inhyeon. The rule for “male 

at higher right, female at 

lower left” was broken to 

save the huge expenses 

needed for rearranging the 

burial ground and building 

a new ceremonial pavilion 

on the proper site in case 

she was buried to the left of 

the other mounds that were 

already in place. 
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Seo-oreung Area

Ingneung of Queen Ingyeong, 
Consort to King Sukjong, 
The 19th Ruler 

Queen Ingyeong (1661-1680), the first spouse of 

King Sukjong, prematurely died of smallpox. Both 

of her two daughters also died a young age. 

Queen Ingyeong's tomb was made before King Suk-

jong issued his orders for simple burial for the royal 

household. Therefore, her grave is relatively well 

equipped.

The burial mound is without retaining stones but 

surrounded with stone railings; the columns are 

carved with Chinese characters symbolizing the 12 

zodiac guardians. The stone images of civil officials 

are small in size and have square bodies with short 

necks and protruded faces. They have lively expres-

sions with smiles on their faces. The helmets of mil-

itary officials have streamers swung to the back. 

The armors have tiny demon faces on the shoulders. 

Sleeves are slit for convenience in moving. 

Floral patterns were carved on the sides of the stone 

lantern and stone pillar. it is notable that the wor-

ship road is formed of stairs as the tomb is located 

at the highest level in the Seo-oreung area. ●

The worship road leading to 

the ceremonial pavilion from 

the red spiked gate here is 

unique in that it is made of 

stairs rising very slowly. 
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Left  Relatively large stone 

images stand guard for the 

burial mound at Ingneung. 

These were made before 

King Sukjong ordered to 

simplify the royal burial 

system. 

Center  The octagonal stone 

lantern has flower patterns 

carved on all sides. 

Right  Royal burial mounds 

were made on hills, called 

gang, symbolizing absolute 

royal power. From the 

geomantic standpoint 

blissful energies were seen 

to converge under these 

slopes. 
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The red spiked gate marks 

the entrance to a holy realm 

and keeps off evil spells. It 

has a trident made of twisted 

spikes with a taegeuk 

symbol, meaning the 

heaven, earth and man.
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Seo-oreung Area

Hongneung of Queen 
Jeongseong, Consort to King 
Yeongjo, The 21st Ruler 

Queen Jeongseong (1692-1757) married Prince Yeo-

ning (later King Yeongjo), who was born to King Su-

kjong and his concubine, Lady Choe, at the age of 

13. She became crown princess when Prince Yeoning 

was appointed heir brother to succeed King Gyeong-

jong, who sired no heir. She was invested as queen 

consort when Prince Yeoning ascended the throne. 

She lived long but had little influence as she failed 

to have children. 

Hongneung is Queen Jeongseong's single graveyard. 

King Yeongjo wanted to be buried next to her but 

was buried with his second consort, Queen Jeong-

sun, at Wolleung in the precinct of Donggureung, 

the Nine Royal Tombs in the East. Therefore, the 

burial site prepared alongside Queen Jeongseong's 

grave remains empty. Wolleung, which had been the 

grave of King Hyojong, was known to be unpropi-

tious. Some speculate that King Jeongjo buried his 

grandfather there to avenge the death of his father, 

Crown Prince Sado. 

The tomb basically follows the style of Myeongne-

ung of King Sukjong. Without retaining stones the 

burial mound is encircled with stone railings. Stone 

objects were installed for potential twin graves. 

There are two pairs each of stone sheep and tigers, 

spirit dais, square stone lanterns, and stone figures 

of civil and military officials.  ●

This is the single grave 

of Queen Jeongseong, 

the first consort to King 

Yeongjo. Another burial 

site was prepared for the 

king, but he was buried 

beside his second consort, 

Queen Jeongsun, at 

Wolleung on the compound 

of Donggureung, the Nine 

Royal Tombs in the East. 

Hence the site remains 

empty. 
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Left  The queen’s mound 

has a square stone lantern. 

Square lanterns replaced 

octagonal ones as a way 

to simplify the royal burial 

system under King Sukjong’s 

orders. 

Right  The ceremonial 

pavilion and stele pavilion 

at Hongneung. They are 

relatively large because they 

were built initially for 

a double mound tomb. 
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As King Yeongjo was 

expected to be buried 

here, too, Hongneung was 

equipped with facilities 

befitting a double mound 

tomb. 
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Seosamneung Area

Huireung of Queen 
Janggyeong, Consort to King 
Jungjong, The 11th Ruler 

Queen Janggyeong (1491-1515) entered the palace 

as a concubine of King Jungjong. She was invest-

ed as queen consort after Jungjong's first wife was 

deposed by coup leaders on the grounds that she 

was a niece of the ousted King Yeonsangun. Queen 

Janggyeong delivered a son in 1515, but died seven 

days later. 

Queen Janggyeong was initially buried on a hill 

west of Heollung of Taejong, but was moved to the 

present site in 1537 as the grounds were regarded 

unpropitious due to a huge rock underneath. When 

King Jungjong died in 1544, he was buried on an ad-

jacent hill, and the tomb was renamed Jeongneung. 

In 1562, his third consort, Queen Munjeong, moved 

his tomb to the current Jeongneung in Gangnam-gu, 

Seoul. Left alone, Queen Janggyeong's tomb was 

given back its old name, Huireung. 

Stone objects were installed in accordance with the 

royal burial system of early Joseon. The mound, 

lying on lowland, is small and has no retaining 

stones. 

The stone figures of civil and military officials have 

thick bodies with large heads. ●

Huireung is the single tomb 

of Queen Janggyeong, the 

second consort to King 

Jungjong. It was once called 

Jeongneung while King 

Jungjong was buried here 

under a separate mound 

on an adjacent slope. But it 

came to be called Huireung 

again as Queen Munjeong, 

the third consort to King 

Jungjong, moved the king’s 

tomb to the present site of 

Jeongneung in southern 

Seoul. 
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An incineration chamber (yegam) for burning 

prayer sheets after the royal ancestral rites. In 

the early tombs of King Taejo and King Taejong, 

the prayer sheets were burned in the incineration 

stand (sojeondae) and then buried in the 

incineration chamber (yegam). From Yeongneung 

of King Sejong, the incineration chamber took the 

place of the incineration stand.
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A stone figure of a military official with an 

oversized head and stout body. It looks gallant, 

but has a very short neck and stooped shoulders. 



212

A low slope rises behind the ceremonial pavilion, where Queen Janggyeong is buried. She died after giving birth to a son, who later became King Injong. 



213



214



215

Seosamneung Area

Hyoreung of King Injong, 
The 12th Ruler 

King Injong (1515-1545), the eldest son of King 

Jungjong, born to his second consort, Queen Jang-

gyeong, was the shortest reigning ruler of Joseon. 

He died nine months after his accession at the age 

of 31, wishing that his half brother, Prince Gyeong-

won (King Myeongjong), would succeed the throne 

and that he would be buried next to his parents in a 

simple funeral. He was buried near his mother, and 

his tomb was named Hyoreung, meaning the "tomb 

of filial piety."

Queen Inseong (1514-1577) died 32 years later at 

the age of 64. She was buried on a site prepared 

next to King Injong's grave. The twin mounds are 

equipped with many stone objects but still look 

humble. The king's mound has retaining stones, but 

the queen's mound has stone railings only.  ●

The shortest reigning ruler 

of Joseon, King Injong 

died nine months after his 

accession, wishing that he 

would be buried near his 

parents in a simple funeral 

to reduce the burden of the 

people. 
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Left  A support stone for the king's spirit dais has a demon 

face decoration. The spirit dais placed before royal burial 

mounds usually have four drum-shaped support stones. 

Right  The king's mound has retaining stones carved with 

the 12 zodiac images, while the queen's mound seen in the 

background only has stone railings. 
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King Injong and Queen Inseong are buried under twin mounds. As he wished, King Injong was buried near the tomb of his mother, Queen Janggyeong, and his tomb was named Hyoreung, meaning the “tomb of filial piety.”
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Seosamneung Area

Yereung of King Cheoljong, 
The 25th Ruler 

King Cheoljong (1831-1863), a great-grandson of 

Crown Prince Sado (posthumous King Jangjo and 

the father of King Jeongjo), lived farming in Gang-

hwa Island. After King Heonjong died without an 

heir, he was suddenly appointed royal heir by Queen 

Sunwon, the wife of King Sunjo, in 1849. He was 

powerless like a puppet ruler, as implied by his nick-

name "Little Master from Ganghwa" (Ganghwa 

doryeong). The government was under control of 

Queen Sunwon’s powerful relatives from the An-

dong Gim family. His wife, Queen Cheorin (1837-

1878), came from the same family, but she neither 

intervened in politics nor defended her relatives. 

Emperor Gojong, who succeeded King Cheoljong, 

ordered a magnificent tomb for his predecessor. It 

was a political design by Gojong’s father, Regent 

Heungseon, to put an end to in-law government and 

strengthen the royal power. However, Yereung be-

came Joseon's last royal tomb following the tradi-

tion of its royal household. 

The twin mounds of the king and the queen, with-

out retaining stones, are joined with stone railings. 

The burial area is divided into two levels, not the 

usual three, and the stone figures of civil and mili-

tary officials and stone horses as well as stone lan-

terns are all placed on the same level. The big cer-

emonial pavilion has more decorative figures along 

its roof ridges than those at other royal tombs.  ●

This is the tomb site of 

King Cheoljong and Queen 

Cheorin. King Cheoljong 

was a great-grandson of 

Crown Prince Sado, the 

posthumous King Jangjo 

and the father of King 

Jeongjo. He was abruptly 

appointed heir to the throne 

while farming in Ganghwa 

Island. 
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Though he was a mere puppet king for powerful royal in-laws, King Cheoljong was buried with utmost courtesy in a grand tomb. It was a political design of Regent Heungseon, the father of King Gojong, who wanted to strengthen royal authority. 

However his tomb turned out to be the last royal tomb of Joseon built in accordance with its own tradition. 
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Left  The octagonal stone lantern is beautifully decorated with various patterns. 

Right  The stone figures of civil and military officials look strong and majestic. 
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Olleung Area

Olleung of Queen 
Dangyeong, Consort to King 
Jungjong, The 11th Ruler 

Queen Dangyeong (1487-1557) was invested as 

queen consort as her husband, Prince Jinseong, as-

cended the throne in a coup in 1506. However she 

was deposed and expelled to her private home seven 

days later after her father, Sin Su-geun, was killed by 

the coup forces. King Jungjong made every effort to 

keep her, but to no avail in the face of strong objec-

tion from meritorious courtiers.

The ousted queen was buried in her family grave-

yard. In 1739, she was reinstated and her tomb was 

repaired in the style of the tombs of Queen Sindeok, 

consort to King Taejo, and Queen Jeongsun, consort 

to King Danjong. 

The tomb is relatively simple as it was made in 

courtesy for a reinstated queen consort. The buri-

al mound, lying on a low hill, has neither retaining 

stones nor stone railings. A pair each of stone sheep 

and tigers and life-size stone figures of civil officials 

were the only stone objects installed. 

The royal kitchen located to the left of the ceremoni-

al shrine, has been destroyed leaving only the foun-

dation stones.  ● 

Queen Dangyeong, the first 

consort to King Jungjong, 

is buried alone under this 

simple mound. She was 

expelled seven days after 

she was invested as a queen 

consort by the coup forces 

that made her husband a 

king. She was reinstated 

over two centuries later and 

then her tomb was repaired. 



228

Left  A stone figure of a civil official at Olleung. As it was 

repaired for a posthumously reinstated queen's tomb, 

Olleung has neither retaining stones nor stone guardrails. 

It only has a pair each of civil officials, stone sheep, tigers 

and horses. 

Center  The square stone lantern has thinly carved patterns. 

Right  A stone horse accompanying the stone image of a 

civil official. 
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King Jungjong deposed Queen Dangyeong under pressure 

from meritorious courtiers, but he is said to have always 

remembered her. 



231



232



233

Paju Samneung Area

Gongneung of Queen 
Jangsun, Consort to King 
Yejong, The 8th Ruler 

Queen Jangsun (1445-1461), the eldest daughter of 

powerful politician Han Myeong-hoe, married King 

Yejong at the age of 16 while he was crown prince. 

She died before he ascended the throne, so her tomb 

was made in a simple style befitting her status as 

consort to crown prince. 

Neither retaining stones nor stone railings were in-

stalled around the burial mound. There are no stone 

pillars either. The tomb has a pair each of stone 

sheep and tigers, a spirit dais, a stone lantern, a 

stone horse and figures of civil officials. The worship 

road linking the red spiked gate and the ceremonial 

pavilion has a right angle bend, the most unique fea-

ture of the burial ground. 

Han Myeong-hoe was the only Joseon courtier who 

was the father of two queens. Queen Gonghye, the 

first consort to King Seongjong, was also his daugh-

ter. King Seongjong was a nephew of King Yejong. 

But both women died young, without children. 

Queen Jangsun had a son, who also died young.  ●

Queen Jangsun died as a 

consort to crown prince 

before King Yejong ascended 

to the throne. She is buried 

alone under this simple 

mound, which has neither 

retaining stones nor stone 

guardrails. There are not 

even the stone pillars 

marking a royal grave. 
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Left  The worship road between the red spiked gate and the ceremonial pavilion is bent at a right angle. 

Right  A stone tiger stands guard by the burial mound, looking out to the bent wall. A pair each of stone tigers and sheep stand around the mound. 
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Left  The tomb keeper’s house is currently used by the management office of Paju Samneung, the Three Royal Tombs in Paju. 

Right  The eastern staircase of the ceremonial pavilion has taegeuk, or the “Supreme Ultimate,” and cloud patterns. 
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Paju Samneung Area

Sulleung of Queen Gonghye, 
Consort to King Seongjong, 
The 9th Ruler 

Queen Gonghye (1456-1474) was the fourth daugh-

ter of Han Myeong-hoe. A younger sister of Queen 

Jangsun, the wife of the preceding King Yejong, she 

married King Seongjong at the age of 12 while he 

was Prince Ja-eulsan. She was invested as queen con-

sort at 14, and died without children at 19. 

King Seongjong had three wives and nine concu-

bines, who produced a total of three legitimate chil-

dren (two sons and a daughter) and 25 illegitimate 

children (14 sons and 11 daughters). He had the 

largest number of children among all Joseon kings. 

On the other hand, Queen Gonghye led a lone-

ly life serving several senior royal ladies, includ-

ing Queen Jeonghui, the wife of King Sejo; Queen 

Sohye, the wife of posthumous King Deokjong; and 

Queen Ansun, the second wife of King Yejong. She 

is known to have been good-natured and devotedly 

served them all. Thus her tomb was named Sulleung, 

meaning the "royal tomb of goodness."  

Sulleung resembles the tomb of Queen Jangsun in 

overall style, but has more stone objects because 

Queen Gonghye died as a queen consort while her 

elder sister died as consort to a crown prince.  ●

School children have a 

picnic on the grounds of 

Sulleung. Queen Gonghye, 

the first consort to King 

Seongjong, is buried alone 

here. Queen Gonghye 

married King Seongjong at 

the age of 12 while he was 

a prince, and was invested 

as queen consort at 14 with 

his accession. She died at 19 

without children. 
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Most royal tombs of the Joseon Dynasty are nestled amid lush woods offering precious spaces to learn history while enjoying nature in the city today. 
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Queen Gonghye was a 

younger sister of Queen 

Jangsun, consort to King 

Yejong, who is buried in 

nearby Gongneung. Unlike 

her sister who died as 

consort to a prince, she 

is buried under a mound 

decorated in full courtesy for 

a queen. 
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Paju Samneung Area

Yeongneung of Posthumous 
King Jinjong, Stepfather of 
King Jeongjo, The 22nd Ruler 

Posthumous King Jinjong (1719-1728) was Crown 

Prince Hyojang, the eldest son of King Yeongjo. He 

died at the age of 10, three years after his investiture 

as crown prince. Later following the tragic death of 

Yeongjo’s second son Crown Prince Sado, Yeongjo 

made the son of Crown Prince Sado to be the adopt-

ed son of King Jinjong to succeed the throne and be-

come King Jeongjo. 

Queen Hyosun (1715-1751) married nine-year-old 

Crown Prince Hyojang when she was 13 years old. 

After the prince's death, she lived alone until her 

death at 37. 

Yeongneung has twin mounds for King Jinjong and 

Queen Hyosun. The tomb was originally made in 

a simple style befitting a crown prince. The burial 

mounds have neither retaining stones nor stone rail-

ings. There are no images of military officials. 

Two stele pavilions stand south of the ceremoni-

al pavilion. The pavilion on a higher level keeps a 

stele erected for the crown prince. The other pavil-

ion has two steles, one erected when he was posthu-

mously named a king in 1777 by King Jeongjo, and 

the other when he was named an emperor in 1908 

by Emperor Sunjong.  ●

These are the twin mounds 

of posthumous King Jinjong 

and Queen Jangsun. 

Posthumous King Jinjong 

was the eldest son of King 

Yeongjo, but he died at the 

age of 10 as Crown Prince 

Hyojang. Later his nephew 

was made his adopted son 

to succeed the throne as 

King Jeongjo. As he died as 

a crown prince his tomb was 

simply made. 
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Left  A stone bridge spans the “forbidden stream” outside 

the red spiked gate making the entrance to the royal burial 

ground. The worship road leads to the ceremonial pavilion 

on a slope with the burial mounds rising behind. On the 

right are two stele pavilions housing three tombstones, 

one erected while he was known as a crown prince, one a 

posthumous king, and one a posthumous emperor. 

Right  The twin mounds have neither retaining stones nor 

stone railings. A single pair each of stone sheep and tigers 

protects each mound. 
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Left  The royal burial ground 

lies at the end of this 

historical path. 

Right  The ceremonial 

pavilion is quite large 

compared with the few 

simple stone objects 

guarding the burial mounds. 
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Paju Jangneung Area

Jangneung of King Injo,   
The 16th Ruler 

King Injo (1595-1649), a grandson of King Seon-

jo, ascended the throne in a coup by the Westerners 

(Seoin) faction that ousted his uncle, King Gwang-

haegun. As the Westerners favored the amicable 

relationship with the Ming Dynasty of mainland 

China, he was on hostile terms with the neighbor-

ing Manchu Qing Dynasty. He eventually suffered 

the disgrace of capitulating to the Qing Dynsaty and 

served it as the suzerain power. His two sons, Crown 

Prince Sohyeon and the Prince Bongnim (later King 

Hyojong), were held hostage. The court came into 

conflict again when Crown Prince Sohyeon returned 

and tried to introduce advanced culture of the Qing 

Dynasty into Joseon. Both princes were born to 

Queen Innyeol (1594-1635). She married King Injo 

and had four sons while he was living in a private 

home before accession. 

When the queen died, the king had her buried at 

Uncheon, north of Paju, Gyeonggi-do, and he was 

later buried on her right. However, snakes and scor-

pions made nests amid stone objects, and both 

graves were moved to the present site in Paju and 

conjoined under the same mound in 1731. 

Some stone objects, including retaining stones, 

guard rails and spirit dais, were newly made to fit 

the scale of the joint mound. Therefore, stone ob-

jects made in the 17th and the 18th centuries are 

mingled here. The retaining stones have peony and 

lotus designs, instead of the 12 zodiac guardian im-

ages and clouds. The stone tigers have chubby bod-

ies with short legs. ●

King Injo and Queen Innyeol 

were buried together under 

this single mound when their 

graves were moved here 

from Uncheon in 1731 during 

the reign of King Yeongjo. 
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 The pillars and base stones of the T-shaped ceremonial hall in Jangneung. King Injo 

ascended the throne after ousting King Gwanghaegun in a coup, but suffered the 

disgrace of surrendering to the invading Manchus. He bowed three times and knocked 

his head nine times on the ground before the Qing emperor at Samjeondo, the present-

day Songpa, in eastern Seoul. His two sons were carried away to be held hostage in 

Manchuria.
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Left  A stone figure of military official has a lively expression. 

Center  The worship road stretches from the red spiked gate to the ceremonial pavilion. 

Right  The stone bridge over the “forbidden stream” marks the entrance to the royal burial 

ground.
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Gimpo Jangneung Area

Jangneung of Posthumous 
King Wonjong, Father of 
King Injo, The 16th Ruler 

Posthumous King Wonjong (1580-1619), was the 

fifth son of King Seonjo. He had four sons with post-

humous Queen Inheon (1578-1626). Their eldest 

son died prematurely and the second son, Prince Ne-

ungyang, ousted King Gwanghaegun in a coup and 

ascended the throne to be known as King Injo. Won-

jong died earlier on when his third son, Prince Ne-

ungchang, was executed on charges of treason under 

King Gwanghaegun. 

Upon his accession King Injo conferred the title 

of daewongun (regent) on his deceased father and 

named his burial site Honggyeongwon, promoting 

it from a plain tomb (myo), while bestowing the 

title, Lady Gye-un, on his mother. When Lady Gye-

un died, she was buried at Seongsan, Gimpo-hyeon, 

and her grave was named Yukgyeongwon. The fol-

lowing year, Honggyeongwon was moved here and 

the couple was invested as posthumous king and 

queen, braving objection from the court. It was the 

first case of a royal offspring other than the son of a 

king to have been named a posthumous king. 

The twin mounds lie within the same bent wall. Fol-

lowing examples of other posthumous kings' tombs, 

they have no retaining stones or guard rails. The cer-

emonial pavilion stands on raised ground, and the 

worship road is on a slope unlike most other royal 

tombs.  ●

The burial ground of 

posthumous King Wonjong 

and Queen Inheon viewed 

from the ceremonial 

pavilion. The guards’ house 

stands to the left of the 

worship road. 
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Left  The twin mounds have 

low stone slabs around the 

bottom but no retaining 

stones or railings. They 

still have a full set of stone 

objects. 

Right  Unlike all other royal 

burial sites, the worship road 

here slopes up gently toward 

the ceremonial pavilion. 
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Left  A lotus pond is located 

outside the royal burial 

ground toward the south. 

Right  The rigid stone figures 

and pillar guarding the royal 

burial grounds. The image 

of military official is more 

decorative than the civil 

official. 
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Yunggeolleung Area

Yungneung of Crown Prince 
Sado, or Posthumous King 
Jangjo, Father of King 
Jeongjo, The 22nd Ruler 

Crown Prince Sado (1735-1762) was appointed heir 

to the throne after his half brother, Crown Prince 

Hyojang (posthumous King Jinjong), died prema-

turely. But he met a tragic death at the age of 28, 

confined in a rice chest by his father, King Yeongjo, 

and his supporters of the Noron faction. Later King 

Yeongjo regretted the event and conferred him the 

title, Sado, meaning "thinking mournfully." 

Queen Heongyeong (1735-1815) married the crown 

prince at the age of 10. She was conferred the title, 

Hyebin, after the crown prince's death. She later re-

corded events surrounding her husband's death in 

Reminiscences in Silence (Hanjungnok, also known 

as The Memoirs of Lady Hyegyeong). 

Yungneung is the joint mound of posthumous King 

Jangjo and Queen Heongyeong. The crown prince 

was initially buried on Mt. Baebong in Yangju. In 

1789, King Jeongjo moved his tomb to the present 

site in Hwasong, and named it Yungneung. A fa-

mously filial son, King Jeongjo had the tomb built 

in the style of a king's mound. The crown prince was 

named a posthumous king in 1899. 

Unlike other posthumous kings' tombs, the mound 

is surrounded with retaining stones and even has 

stone figures of military officials. But there is only a 

single pair of stone horses and one spirit dais.  ●
This is the joint mound of 

Crown Prince Sado and 

Lady Hong, or posthumous 

King Jangjo and Queen 

Heongyeong, who were 

the birth parents of King 

Jeongjo. It is beautifully 

embellished with retaining 

stones carved with peony 

and lotus design and 

capstones in the shape of 

flower buds. The capstone 

at right is engraved with a 

Chinese character meaning 

“southeast (巽).�� A single�� A single 

spirit dais is placed before 

the mound. 
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The stone figures of military official (left) and civil official (right) viewed from the back. The headdresses are ornately decorated as if to represent the cultural flowering achieved under King Jeongjo. 
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Though it is occupied by a posthumous king and queen, 

the tomb is almost fully equipped with all stone objects 

and accoutrements befitting a royal graveyard, owing to 

the great filial devotion of King Jeongjo. 
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Yunggeolleung Area

Geolleung of King Jeongjo, 
The 22nd Ruler 

King Jeongjo (1752-1800), the second son of post-

humous King Jangjo, was invested as grand heir by 

King Yeongjo and ascended to the throne in 1776. 

While striving to terminate the perennial power 

struggle among the Noron and Soron factions, he 

tried to console the spirit of his ill-fated father. 

He attempted to move the capital to Hwaseong to 

strengthen royal power and revitalize the nation, but 

died abruptly without accomplishing his plans. 

Queen Hyo-ui (1753-1821) was also known for her 

filial devotion toward her mother-in-law, Queen 

Heongyeong, but had no children. She was buried 

with King Jeongjo under the same mound, adja-

cent to the tomb of Crown Prince Sado and Queen 

Heongyeong. 

The tomb closely resembles Yungneung, except that 

it only has guard rails without retaining stones while 

Yungneung has retaining stones but no guard rails. 

The spirit dais has circles with realistic carvings of 

plum, orchid and chrysanthemum designs on all 

sides. The stone lantern has gorgeous flower pat-

terns, denoting the cultural flowering achieved under 

King Jeongjo. The figures of civil and military offi-

cials are also well carved in a realistic method. ●

The decorative bent wall 

enclosing the joint mound 

of King Jeongjo and Queen 

Hyo-ui from the back. King 

Jeongjo was the second 

son of Crown Prince Sado 

and, after his father’s tragic 

death, he was appointed 

grand heir by King Yeongjo. 

Like the adjacent Yungneung, 

the mound here also has a 

single spirit dais. 
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Left  The funny-looking stone sheep guarding the royal burial mound. 

Right  All stone objects at this tomb closely resemble those of the adjacent tomb of Crown Prince Sado. The octagonal stone lantern has gorgeous medallions of plum, orchid and chrysanthemum designs. 
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King Jeongjo attempted to move the capital to Hwaseong, where his parents were buried, with hopes to rebuild the nation. The beautiful grave of his parents reflect his ambitious design, though it was aborted due to his sudden death. 
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The tomb keeper's house at Yunggeolleung. The tomb 

keeper's house is the first architectural structure to be seen 

by visitors on most royal burial grounds of Joseon. Here 

the chief custodian lived and worked, and ritual officials 

cleansed their body and mind before the royal ancestral 

rites. These days the houses are mostly used by the royal 

tomb management offices. 



275



276

Joseon Royal Tombs: 

Style and Layout

Royal burial sites were selected by temporary agencies set up for state fu-

nerals during the national mourning periods that lasted from three to five 

months. The burial sites were chosen in consideration of geomantic princi-

ples, ideally in areas 10 li (approximately 4km) away from the capital but 

within 100 li (approximately 40km). The burial grounds, surrounded by 

moats or other fireproof belts, were enclosed by mountains or bordered by 

other natural contours. 

The royal burial sites were regarded as holy grounds. They were divided 

into three areas: the burial area where the dead rested, the ceremonial area 

where the dead and the living met, and the entrance area for living people. 

Each area was installed with facilities needed for fulfilling their respective 

functions. 

Types of Royal Tombs 

Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty were made in various types depending 

on geomantic (pungsu) features of each burial ground. Facilities on royal 

burial grounds were also designed and installed in accordance with geoman-

tic philosophy that emphasized harmony with nature. There were six dif-

ferent types of burial mounds: single, twin, joint, triple parallel, double on 

adjacent hills, and double vertically placed on the same hills. The mounds 

were supposed to be 4 meters high with a diameter of 18 meters, according 

to the Five Rites of State (Gukjo orye ui). But they became smaller in later 

years of the dynasty. 

Single Mound Tomb | The king and the queen are 

buried in separate tombs. There are 11 tombs in this 

type, mostly from the early Joseon period. They in-

clude Geonwolleung of King Taejo, the founding 

ruler; Jangneung of King Danjong, the 6th ruler; and 

Jeongneung of King Jungjong, the 11th ruler.

Twin Mounds Tomb | The king and the queen are 

buried in separate mounds lying next to each other 

within a bent wall, the king at the right and the 

queen at the left when viewed from the back. There 

are 11 tombs in this type, including Hureung of King 

Jeongjong, the 2nd ruler, in North Korea; Heollong 

of King Taejo, the 3rd ruler; and Hyoreung of King 

Injong, the 12th ruler. They followed the style of 

King Gongmin's tomb of the Goryeo Dynasty. 

Joint Mound Tomb | The king and the queen are 

buried in separate stone chambers under the same 

mound, the king at the right and the queen at the left, 

with separate spirit dais placed in the front. Yeongne-

ung of King Sejong, the 4th ruler, was the first Joseon 

Royal Tomb made in this style. There are eight tombs 

in this type, including Geolleung of King Jeongjo, the 

22nd ruler; and King Sunjo, the 23rd ruler. Another 

tomb of this type, Yureung of Emperor Sunjong, the 

27th and last ruler, is unique in that the emperor is 

buried with his two wives, Queen Sunmyeong and 

Queen Sunjeong, under the same mound.  

Triple Parallel Mounds Tomb | The king and his 

two wives are buried in separate mounds lying next 

to one another within a bent wall on the same hill. 

Gyeongeung of King Heonjong, the 24th ruler, and 

Queen Hyohyeon and Queen Hyojeong is the only 

example of this type. 

Tomb with Double Mounds Placed on Separate 

Hills | The king and the queen are buried under sep-

arate mounds made on two adjacent hills running 

from the same ridge behind a single ceremonial pa-
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vilion. There are six tombs in this type, including 

Gwangneung of King Sejo, the 7th ruler; Hyeolleung 

of King Munjong, the 5th ruler; and Changneung 

of King Yejong, the 8th ruler. Mongneung of King 

Seonjo, the 14th ruler, and his two wives is the only 

example where three mounds are placed on three ad-

jacent hills. 

Tomb with Double Mounds Vertically Placed on 

the Same Hill | The king and the queen are bur-

ied under separate mounds on the same hill, the king 

on the higher level and the queen on the lower level. 

When the two mounds are diagonally placed, the cer-

emonial pavilion and the red spiked gate bordering 

the entrance area stand along the axis to the king's 

mound. There are two tombs in this type, Yeongne-

ung of King Hyojong, the 17th ruler; and Uireung of 

King Gyeongjong, the 20th ruler. 

Burial Area 

Sacred Space with Three Levels | The burial area 

has three levels, each bordered with long slab stones. 

The top level has the royal burial mounds fended by 

a low bent wall to the back and sides. There are stone 

objects like images of sheep and tigers, a stone dais 

for the spirit of the dead and stone pillars. The mid-

dle level has a stone lantern at the center, flanked by 

stone images of civil officials and horses. The bottom 

level has stone images of military officials and anoth-

er pair of stone horses. 

From Wolleung of King Yeongjo, the 21st ruler, the 

middle and bottom levels were integrated so the im-

ages of civil and military officials were erected on the 

same level. 

Bent Wall (Gokjang) | The burial mounds were 

fended by a low wall to the back and sides, and open 

only to the front. The bent wall implied that the 

royal couple continued to live in the same room after death. 

Burial Mound (Bongbun) | The burial mound consists of dirt piled up over 

stone burial chambers and covered with sod. Geonwolleung of King Taejo, 

the founding ruler, is unique in that it is covered with pampas grass from 

the king's hometown in Hamheung, Hamgyeong-do, in accordance with his 

will. A variety of stone guardian images installed around the mound have 

decorative effects as well. 

Retaining Stones (Byeongpungseok, or hoseok) | The burial mound is 

encircled with ground stones (jidaeseok), upon which side stones (myeon-

seok) were placed and finished with long capstones (manseok). The side 

stones link pillar stones (useok), and capstones with seal stones (inseok). 

The retaining stones prevent erosion and also have decorative effects as they 

are carved with peony and lotus designs. Capstones have Chinese characters 

symbolizing the 12 zodiac guardians and the side stones with zodiac char-

acters and clouds.  

Stone Guard Rails (Nanganseok) | The royal burial mounds of early Jo-

seon period were reinforced with retaining stones and then surrounded with 

stone guard rails. However, Gwangneung of King Sejo, the 7th ruler, and 

later mounds did away with retaining stones according to King Sejo's or-

ders to make simple graves for the royal family. But a few later royal tombs 

had retaining stones. 

The stone guard rails consist of stone columns (seokju), connected with 

horizontal bars named bamboo stones (jukseok) that are supported with 

shorter posts (dongjaseokju). Ruffled skirt stones (sangseok) cover the space 

between the retaining stones and guard rails. 

Stone Animal Figures: Stone Horses, Stone Tigers and Stone Sheep | 

Three kinds of stone animal figures – stone horses (seongma), stone tigers 

(seokho) and stone sheep (seogyang) – guard the burial mounds. There are 

usually two sheep symmetrically placed on either side of the mound, two 

tigers in the north and one each between the sheep, all facing outward to 

the bent wall. Stone tigers were intended to protect the burial mound, stone 

sheep to chase away evil spirits and energies and pray for the spirit of the 

dead. Two stone horses were typically put behind stone figures of civil and 

military officials, one on either side. 

Stone Dais for Spirit (Honyuseok) | A rectangular stone was placed in 

front of the burial mound so that "the spirit of the dead person would come 

out and play on it." It consists of table stone (sangseok) and drum-shaped 
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support stones (goseok). Some early tombs have five support stones and 

most other tombs have four. The support stones are decorated with bead 

chain designs carved around the top and bottom and demon faces on four 

sides. Changneung of King Yejong, the 8th ruler, has support stones deco-

rated with door designs. 

Stone Pillars (Mangjuseok) | Stone pillars on both sides of the spirit dais 

signify the holy burial ground and can be seen from afar. The octagonal pil-

lar has a capstone in the shape of a hemisphere or scepter head. In folklore, 

the burial mound is interpreted as yin and the pillars as yang. 

Fine Tiger Design (Seho) | The stone pillars are decorated with animal 

designs called seho, literally "small tiger" but more like geometric patterns. 

They have a hole at the center, which is said to have derived from loops 

for holding taboo lines on ancient totem poles. From Yeongneung of King 

Hyojong, the 17th ruler, the design changed to an animal figure with a long 

tail but without a hole. There is an unfounded theory that the direction of 

movement of the animal figure implied the yin-yang harmony of the buried 

person. 

Stone Lantern (Jangmyeongdeung) | The stone lanterns at Joseon Royal 

Tombs resemble those at Buddhist temples, probably indicating Buddhist 

influence on the Confucian-oriented burial grounds. There is usually one 

lantern right in front of the spirit dais. The lanterns are in octagonal or 

square shape, consisting of a base, a lamp compartment and a roof stone 

capped with a scepter head.  

Stone Figures of Civil and Military Officials (Munseogin and Museogin) 

| The figures of civil officials wear an official robe and headdress, holding 

a ritual scepter in both hands. Those of military officials are in an armor 

and helmet. Early tombs had large figures, but they were reduced to life size 

beginning with Myeongneung of King Sukjong, the 19th ruler, and tended 

to grow even smaller in later years. 

Center Stone (Jeongjungseok) | The stone is found only at two early 

tombs, Geonwolleung of King Taejo, the founding ruler; and Heolleung of 

King Taejong, the third ruler. Placed on the lowest level of the burial area, 

it was probably used for paying homage. 

Ritual Table for Mountain Spirit (Sansinseok) | The rectangular stone 

plate at the back of the ceremonial pavilion was used to conduct rites to ap-

pease the mountain spirit for three years after a royal tomb was made. 

Stone Incineration Chamber / Incineration Stand 

(Yegam/Sojeondae) | Early royal tombs up to He-

olleung of King Taejong, the 3rd ruler, had a stone 

chamber and a stand, the former for keeping the 

ashes of burned prayer sheets and the latter for burn-

ing them. After Yeongneung of King Sejong, the 4th 

ruler, only the incineration chamber was installed. 

The incineration stand was also called mangnyowi, 

meaning the "stand for overseeing incineration" so 

the flame would not spread. 

Ceremonial Area  

Ceremonial Pavilion (Jeongjagak)  | The T-shaped 

pavilion consists of two parts, the main hall where 

the ritual table is set up and the obeisance hall for 

making bows. The pavilion usually has three front 

bays and one or two side bays with a gabled roof. 

Sungneung of King Hyeonjong, the 18th ruler, is the 

only case where the ceremonial pavilion has a hipped 

and gabled roof. 

The pavilion has stairways on both sides, two on 

the east for entering and one on the west for exit-

ing. The two eastern stairways, respectively called 

"divine stairs" (singye) and "east stairs" (donggye), 

are connected to the worship road (chamdo), also 

consisting of two roads, the "divine road" (sindo) 

and the "royal road" (eodo). They have the symbolic 

meaning that the living king escorts the spirit of the 

deceased king along the worship road into the cer-

emonial pavilion. When the royal ancestral rites are 

finished, the spirit of the deceased king returns to his 

grave through the "divine gate" (sinmun) and over 

the "divine bridge" (singyo) at the back of the pa-

vilion, while the living king leaves the pavilion alone 

via the western stairway. 
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Worship Road (Chamdo) | The stone-covered path 

connects the red spiked gate and the ceremonial pa-

vilion. It has two lanes of slightly different levels, the 

higher one called the "divine road" (sindo) and the 

lower one the "royal road" (eodo). The divine road 

is for the spirit of the dead king to enter the ground, 

and the royal road for the living king and other ritu-

al officiants to escort the spirit. The road is covered 

with roughly dressed stone, forcing visitors to look 

down to watch their steps, a gesture showing respect 

to the dead king. 

Stele Pavilion (Bigak) | The small pavilion shelters 

a tombstone (biseok) or a monument (sindobi). Two 

Joseon Royal Tombs, Geonwolleung of King Taejo, 

the founding ruler, and Heolleung of King Taejong, 

the third ruler, have monuments inscribed with epi-

taphs recording their achievements in detail. All the 

other royal tombs just have simple steles, to prevent 

from reiterating the kings' achievements that are re-

corded in court annals and other documents. 

Guards' House (Subokbang) | Each royal tomb was 

managed by the chief caretaker of the minor ninth 

rank, called neung chambong, overseeing a staff of 

some 70 guards and servants. The house stands to 

the east of the ceremonial pavilion. 

Royal Kitchen (Suraggan) | This is the place where 

foods offered at royal ancestral rites were prepared. 

Sometimes, the guards also cooked and ate their 

meals here. It stands to the west of the ceremonial 

pavilion. 

Obeisance Stand (Baewi) | Visitors made four 

bows here before the royal ancestral rites began. The 

king and ritual officiants proceeded from here to the 

ceremonial pavilion treading the worship road.  

Red Spiked Gate (Hongsalmun) | The tall red gate 

marks the entrance to a sacred realm. It is also be-

lieved to ward off evil spells. Painted in red overall, 

the gate consists of two pillars connected with a lintel and a crosspiece with 

thin spikes in between. It has neither a gate nor a roof, but a trident made 

with twisted spikes with a taegeuk symbol, or the "Supreme Ultimate," on 

the top in a mountain peak form or in a flat style. The intervals between 

spikes grew wider in the latter part of the Joseon period, when the ceremo-

nial pavilion also grew larger. Similar gates were erected in front of royal 

palaces and local government offices. 

Entrance Area  

Bridge over Forbidden Stream (Geumcheongyo) | The stream divides 

the holy realm dwelled by the spirit of the dead king and the secular world 

outside. As the name indicates, access to the stone bridge over the stream 

was strictly limited. The bridges at Jeongneung of Queen Sindeok, consort 

to King Taejo, the founding ruler, and Yeongneung of King Hyojong, the 

17th ruler, are the best preserved. 

Tomb Keeper's House (Jaesil) | This is the place where the chief caretaker 

lived. Looking ahead to royal ancestral rites, ritual officiants cleansed their 

body and mind at the house for three days. An incense storage (hyangdae-

cheong) stands to the left and a warehouse for ritual vessels (jeonsacheong) 

to the right. 

All royal tombs had a tomb keeper's house but few remain intact today. 

Yeongneung of King Hyojong, the 17th ruler, has the most well preserved 

one. 

Pond (Jidang) | A pond near the entrance to a royal burial ground is de-

signed to supplement geomantic energy. Mostly square in shape with a 

round island in the middle, these ponds make refreshing scenery and offer 

rest spaces for visitors. 

Outer Red Spiked Gate (Oe hongsalmun) | Tomb clusters like Donggure-

ung, the Nine Royal Tombs in the East, have an additional red spiked gate 

at the border of the whole cluster to emphasize the holiness of the burial 

ground. 
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Graveyard Rites 

of the Joseon Dynasty  

Graveyard ancestral rites, or Salleung Jerye, refer to the rites performed for 

kings and queens on their burial grounds. Literally, salleung means royal 

graveyard in the mountains, a term connoting that most royal burial sites 

are located around mountains.  

When a king or a queen died, the succeeding king and crown prince visited 

their tombs to observe rites on major auspicious days and seasonal occa-

sions. They included the first and the 15th day of every month, the New 

Year's Day; Hansik, or the "cold food day" in the second or third lunar 

month; Dano, a vernal festival on the fifth day of the fifth lunar month; 

Chuseok, the autumn moon festival in the lunar eighth month; Dongji, 

the winter solstice; and the New Year's Eve. When the 27-month official 

mourning period was over, the ancestral rites were conducted at Munsojeon 

Hall in Gyeongbokgung Palace on death anniversaries. After Munsojeon 

was destroyed during the Japanese invasions in 1592-1598, the anniversary 

rites were held at graveyards. From the reign of King Injo (1623-1649), 

graveyard rites were performed once a year on Hansik. The Jeonju Yi Fam-

ily Association has been holding the rites since the Joseon Dynasty ended.  

The Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty are unique in that Salleung Jerye, 

which is intangible heritage, continues to be held at each of the royal tombs 

that are tangible heritage. 

The annual graveyard rites for King Taejo, the founding ruler, are held on 

the grounds of Geonwolleung on his death anniversary on June 27, under 

the auspices of the Jeonju Yi Family Association. The rites, reenacting those 

held during the Joseon period as carefully verified by concerned experts, 

are open to the general public. The elaborate rites begin when the chief of-

ficiant changes into the ceremonial robe and emerges from his tent to get 

on a small palanquin headed to the ceremonial pavil-

ion in the company of the supervising officiant. The 

rites are participated by 21 ritual officiants as well 

as royal relatives and civil and military officials. Pro-

vided the king is participating, the ritual procedures 

are as follows: 

1.  The Ministry of Rites (Yejo) picks ritual officiants. 

2.  The king and all ritual officiants cleanse their body and mind 

in preparation for the rites. 

3.  The king proceeds to the burial ground in the company of a 

military band, the three state councillors, the chief royal sec-

retary, the six ministers, and royal relatives. 

4.  The ritual table is laid out under the supervision of the of-

ficiant in charge of table setting and the chief tomb keeper. 

5.  The king arrives at the red spiked gate aboard his palan-

quin. 

6.  The king faces west from the obeisance stand. 

7.  All ritual officiants bow four times welcoming the spirit of the 

dead king. 

8.  The ritual officiants wash their hands and move to their posi-

tions. 

9.  Everybody watches the pouring of wine to be offered. 

10.  Incense is burned three times to receive the spirit of the dead 

king. 

11.  The king offers the first cup of wine before the spirit tablet; 

the prayer is read by the officiant in charge. 

12.  The first state councillor (yeonguijeong) offers the second cup 

of wine before the spirit tablet. 

13.  The second state councillor (jwauijeong) offers the third cup 

of wine before the spirit tablet. 

14.  Everybody bows four times to send away the spirit. 

15.  The prayer sheet is burned. 

16.  The king and his entourage return to the palace. 

17.  The ritual officiants clear the offerings.
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Graveyard Rites for King Taejo on June 27, 2007 

1.  Incense and foods are prepared ahead of the rites. 

2.  A rite for delivering the prayer sheet and incense. 

3.  The spirit tablet of King Taejo is moved to the 

ceremonial pavilion.

4.  Ritual officiants proceed toward the ceremonial 

pavilion. 

5.  A royal military band performs for the rites. 

6.  Part of the royal procession entailing the military 

band. 

7.  The chief officiant moves toward the ceremonial 

pavilion. 

8.  The chief officiant arrives at the entrance of the burial 

ground aboard a palanquin. 

9.  The chief officiant is positioned on the obeisance 

stand. 

10.  The chief officiant walks along the worship road. 

11. The chief officiant stands by in a tent.

12. Participants in the royal ancestral rites.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12
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13.  The chief officiant washes his hands before heading 

to his position. 

14.  The chief officiant bows toward the spirit tablet of 

King Taejo. 

15.  Wine is poured in the first cup to be offered. 

16.  Incense is burned three times in a rite to welcome 

the spirit of the dead king. 

17. The chief officiant offers the first cup of wine. 

18.  The prayer is read. 

19. The second officiant offers wine. 

20. The third offering of wine. 

21.  All participants bow to send off the spirit of the 

dead king. 

22. The prayer sheet is burned. 

23. The chief officiant returns to the palace. 

13
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Pedigree of the Joseon Royal Family  

Present address 

233 Donggureng-gil, Guri-si, Gyeonggi-do 

Sangdo-ri, Panmun-gun, Gaeseong, DPR Korea

San 87-61 Jeongneung 2-dong, Seongbuk-gu, Seoul 

Ryeongjeong-ri, Panmun-gun, Gaeseong, DPR Korea 

San 13-1 Naegok-dong, Seocho-gu, Seoul 

San 83-1 Wangdae-ri, Neungseo-myeon, Yeoju-gun, Gyeonggi-do

San 2-1 Inchang-dong, Guri-si, Gyeonggi-do 

San 133-1 Yeongheung-ri, Yeongwol-eup, Yeongwol-gun, Gangwon-do

San 65-1 Sareung-ri, Jingeon-myeon, Namyangju-si, Gyeonggi-do 

San 99-2 Bupyeong-ri, Jinjeop-eup, Namyangju-si, Gyeonggi-do 

San 30-1 Yongdu-dong, Deogyang-gu, Goyang-si, Gyeonggi-do 

San 4-1 Bongilcheon-ri, Jori-myeon, Paju-si, Gyeonggi-do 

San 30-1 Yongdu-dong, Deogyang-gu, Goyang-si, Gyeonggi-do 

135-4 Samseong-dong, Gangnam-gu, Seoul 

San 15-1 Bongilcheon-ri, Jori-myeon, Paju-si, Gyeonggi-do 

San 77 Banghak-dong, Dobong-gu, Seoul 

135-4 Samseong-dong, Gangnam-gu, Seoul 

San 19 Iryeong-ri, Jangheung-myeon, Yangju-si, Gyeonggi-do 

San 38-4 Wondang-dong, Deogyang-gu, Goyang-si, Gyeonggi-do 

San 223-19 Gongneung-dong, Nowon-gu, Seoul 

San 38-4 Wondang-dong, Deogyang-gu, Goyang-si, Gyeonggi-do 

San 223-19 Gongneung-dong, Nowon-gu, Seoul  

233 Donggureung-gil, Guri-si, Gyeonggi-do 

San 59 Songneung-ri, Jingeon-myeon, Namyangju-si, Gyeonggi-do 

San 141-1 Pungmu-dong, Gimpo-si, Gyeonggi-do 

Present address 

San 25-1 Garhyeon-ri, Tanhyeon-myeon, Paju-si, Gyeonggi-do 

233 Donggureung-gil, Guri-si, Gyeonggi-do 

San 83-1 Wangdae-ri, Neungseo-myeon, Yeoju-gun, Gyeonggi-do 

233 Donggureung-gil, Guri-si, Gyeonggi-do 

San 30-1 Yongdu-dong, Deogyang-gu, Goyang-si, Gyeonggi-do  

San 30-1 Yongdu-dong, Deogyang-gu, Goyang-si, Gyeonggi-do 

1-5 Seokgwan-dong, Seongbuk-gu, Seoul 

233 Donggureung-gil, Guri-si, Gyeonggi-do 

233 Donggureung-gil, Guri-si, Gyeonggi-do 

San 30-1 Yongdu-dong, Deogyang-gu, Goyang-si, Gyeonggi-do 

San 4-1 Bongilcheon-ri, Jori-myeon, Paju-si, Gyeonggi-do 

612 Hyohaeng-gil, Annyeong-dong, Hwaseong-si, Gyeonggi-do 

612 Hyohaeng-gil, Annyeong-dong, Hwaseong-si, Gyeonggi-do 

San 13-1 Naegok-dong, Seocho-gu, Seoul 

 San 2-1 Inchang-dong, Guri-si, Gyeonggi-do 

San 2-1 Inchang-dong, Guri-si, Gyeonggi-do 

San 38-4 Wondang-dong, Deogyang-gu, Goyang-si, Gyeonggi-do 

141-1 Geumgok-dong, Namyangju-si, Gyeonggi-do 

 141-1 Geumgok-dong, Namyangju-si, Gyeonggi-do 

 

Order of reign 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Posthumous

 

9 

10

11 

12

 

13

14

15 

Posthumous

Title of occupant 

King Taejo 

Queen Sinui 

Queen Sindeok 

King Jeongjong 

Queen Jeongan 

King Taejong 

Queen Wongyeong 

King Sejong 

Queen Soheon 

King Munjong 

Queen Hyeondeok 

King Danjong 

Queen Jeongsun 

King Sejo 

Queen Jeonghui 

King Yejong 

Queen Ansun 

Queen Jangsun 

King Deokjong (Father 

of King Seongjong) 

Queen Sohye 

King Seongjong 

Queen Jeonghyeon 

Queen Gonghye 

King Yeonsangun 

Lady Sin 

King Jungjong 

Queen Dangyeong 

Queen Janggyeong 

Queen Munjeong 

King Injong 

Queen Inseong 

King Myeongjong 

Queen Insun 

King Seonjo 

Queen Ui-in 

Queen Inmok 

King Gwanghaegun 

Lady Yu 

King Wonjong 

(Father of King Injo) 

Queen Inheon 

Name of tomb 

Geonwolleung 

Jereung  

Jeongneung 

Hureung 

Heolleung 

Yeongneung 

Hyeolleung 

Jangneung 

Sareung 

Gwangneung 

Changneung 

Gongneung 

Gyeongneung 

Seolleung 

Sulleung 

Tomb of King 
Yeonsangun 

Jeongneung 

Olleung 

Huireung 

Taereung 

Hyoreung 

Gangneung 

Mongneung 

Tomb of King 
Gwanghaegun 

Jangneung 

Type of tomb 

Single mound 

Single mound 

Single mound 

Twin mounds 

Twin mounds 

Joint burial 

Double mounds on two hills 

Single mound 

Single mound 

Double mounds on two hills 

Double mounds on two hills 

Single mound 

Double mounds on two hills 

Double mounds on two hills 

Single mound 

Twin mounds 

Single mound 

Single mound 

Single mound 

Single mound 

Twin mounds 

Twin mounds 

Triple mounds on three hills 

Twin mounds

Twin mounds 

Order of reign 

16

17

18

19

20

21

Posthumous

Posthumous

22

23

Posthumous 

24

25

26

27

Title of occupant 

King Injo 

Queen Innyeol 

Queen Jangnyeol 

King Hyojong 

Queen Inseon 

King Hyeonjong 

Queen Myeongseong 

King Sukjong 

Queen Inhyeon 

Queen Inwon 

Queen Ingyeong 

King Gyeongjong 

Queen Seonui 

Queen Danui 

King Yeongjo 

Queen Jeongseong 

Queen Jeongseong 

King Jinjong (stepfa-

ther of King Jeongjo)

Queen Hyosun 

King Jangjo (Crown 

Prince Sado) 

Queen Heongyeong 

King Jeongjo 

Queen Hyo-ui 

King Sunjo 

Queen Sunwon 

King Munjo (Father 

of King Heonjong)

Queen Sinjeong 

King Heonjong 

Queen Hyohyeon 

Queen Hyojeong 

King Cheoljong 

Queen Cheorin 

Emperor Gojong 

Empress Myeongseong 

Emperor Sunjong 

Empress Sunmyeong 

Empress Sunjeong 

Name of tomb 

Jangneung 

Hwireung 

Yeongneung 

Sungneung 

Myeongneung 

Ingneung 

Uireung 

Hyereung 

Wolleung 

Hongneung 

Yeongneung

 

Yungneung 

Geolleung 

Illeung 

Sureung 

Gyeongneung 

 Yereung 

Hongneung 

Yureung 

Type of tomb 

Joint burial 

Single mound 

Double mounds vertically 
placed on the same hill 

Twin mounds 

Double mounds on two hills 

(Twin mound)  

(single mound)

Single mound 

Double mounds vertical-
ly placed on the same hill 

Single mound 

Twin mounds 

Singe mound 

Twin mounds 

Joint burial 

Joint burial 

Joint burial 

Joint burial 

Triple parallel mounds 

 Twin mounds 

Joint burial 

Joint burial 

Royal Tombs in the DPRK / Tombs of dethroned kings
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This management plan for the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty has been formulated to

present various principles, directions and concrete action programs for preserving the “outstanding

universal value (OUV)”of the Joseon Royal Tombs, to hand it down to future generations. 

The Joseon Dynasty(1392-1910), which adopted Confucianism as its governing ideology, was a

monarchy that attained a high level of civilization on the Korean Peninsula during its long reign of

519 years, almost unparalleled in the world’s history. The Joseon Royal Tombs are one of the major

heritage sites of the Joseon Dynasty, which along with the Royal Palaces, exceptionally

demonstrating the monarchy’s Confucian ruling philosophy.              

The Joseon Royal Tombs had been placed under the government’s protection except for part of the

Japanese colonial period in the early 20th century, designated as historic sites in 1970 and have since

remained so until today. As they have been preserved and managed by the government in this

manner, they boast excellent authenticity and integrity as of cultural heritage.     

The Joseon Royal Tombs are the heritage of all humankind with tangible and intangible cultural

traditions and values that have few parallels not just in the Confucian cultural sphere but in the rest

of the world as well. Therefore, it is necessary to improve capacity to preserve and manage these sites

and make up for legislative and institutional weaknesses of their protection.        

This plan, by attaching great importance to the principal strategies of the “5Cs (Conservation,

Capacity-building, Communication, Community and Credibility)”by the World Heritage

Committee, aims at helping the Joseon Royal Tombs establish themselves as “living heritage”in a

genuine sense.

This plan will be carried out within the framework of the “Mid-Term Vision for Cultural Heritage-

2011”formulated by the Cultural Heritage Administration(CHA).

Part I. Overall Management Principles
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○ The Joseon Royal Tombs are the representative symbol of funeral and burial culture 

in observance of Confucianism and its decorum.

As the Joseon Royal Tombs enjoyed special respect in the Confucian cultural sphere that placed

great emphasis on filial piety to ancestors, they were the historical products that summed up and

reflected the best arts and skills of that age. The selection of location as well as the composition and

disposition of the space were made in accordance with Confucianism and its decorum, and have

continued to develop by collecting and condensing artistic views and the technological capacity of

the age in unified forms.  

○The Joseon Royal Tombs, the epitome of East Asian views of nature and world, have originality 

distinguishing them from other Confucian burial systems.

The Joseon Royal Tombs exhibit a unique and outstanding funeral and burial culture different

from those of other Confucian cultural areas of the same period because of the views of nature and

world peculiar to the Joseon Dynasty. The overall shapes of the tombs as well as their stone objects

and structures boast unique artistic originality by reducing artificial construction to the minimum

and taking natural environmental consideration to the maximum, while retaining dignity and

symbolism as the space for ancestral rites.         

○The Joseon Royal Tombs well express diversity amid unity throughout the long history of 519 years.

The Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty, which had an unprecedented long history in the world,

show differences in the size of the space, architectural structures and the use and scale of stone

objects by different periods even amid the dominant building principles. They offer condensed

insights into the ideological and political histories as well as artistic views of those eras.   

○The Joseon Royal Tombs are a rare heritage in that the detailed records on their construction 

and management are also well preserved. 

The contents on the construction of the royal tombs are contained in uigwe, neungji, and other

records to illustrate the historical contexts of the times. These documents have helped to maintain

the authenticity of the heritage sites with their detailed descriptions about technology, materials and

manpower input at the time of the royal tombs’construction.   

○The Joseon Royal Tombs are a living heritage with lasting intangible values. 

Ancestral rites have been helf at the royal tombs for over 600 years, since the end of the 14th

century. These sacrificial ceremonites are still held every year, led by the Royal Family Organization,

and such intangible values have helped the royal tombs take their place as living heritage connecting

the present to the future.

1. Heritage Value of the Joseon Royal Tombs
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2. SWOT Analysis in Managing the Joseon Royal Tombs 

2) Outcome of analysis

1) SWOT Analysis

·Excellent natural environment 

·Fairly good preservation of original forms   

·Continuity of ritual culture

·Living heritage upholding historical traditions 
(Qualitative objects of cultural prototypes)

·Superb cultural landscapes

·Limits in use because of their functions as the space
for sacrificial rites

·Vulnerability to fire and other disasters 

·Public facilities occupying part of the royal tombs’
compounds 

·Lack of connecting among 18 different clusters 
in tourism promotion

·Proximity to Seoul

·High value as urban green space  

·Potential site for history education

·Maintaining educational function such as cultural
diversity

·Major resources of inheriting and developing 
traditions 

·Pressure for developing surrounding areas 

S W

O T

○ The Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty need comprehensive management of both core and buffer zones.
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○ The Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty require not only routine conservation and management but also

measures to cope with unusual situations. 

○ Research and support for the preservation of intangible cultural heritage including sacrificial rites, are needed

along with the conservation and management of tangible cultural heritage.

○ A sustainable and integrated policy is needed to reinvigorate tourism of the cultural heritage of the Royal

Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty.  

3. Aims of Conservation and Management 

○Maintenance of authenticity and integrity of the Joseon Royal Tombs to retain their outstanding universal value

○ Integrated management of tangible and intangible values of the Joseon Royal Tombs

○Harmonization of heritage conservation with their utilization 
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4. Conservation and Management Principles  

○ Based on the Venice Charter and the Cultural Heritage Charter of the Republic of Korea(1997)

2) Standards of Conservation and Restoration 

○Maintenance of authenticity and integrity

○Restoration of fuction as living heritage

○ Promotion of wide ranging participation by local communities

○ Conservation and management through institutional corporations

1) Basic Principles

1. Great importance should be attached to the continuity of historical nature inherent in cultural heritage.

2. Traditional methods and materials should be used in conservation and restoration.

3. Not only historical aspects but also the artistic values of cultural heritage should be conserved. 

4. Structural safety and durability should be maintained in the repairs of cultural heritage. 

5. Repairs and restoration of cultural heritage should be made within the limits of not damaging their intrinsic 
values.

6. The purpose of restoration lies in clarifying and preserving aesthetic and historical values of pertinent cultural 
properties. These should be based on works that retain the original materials and veracity of the heritage. 

7. Restoration should be stopped where inference starts. The parts restored in after ages should be attached with
discernable marks. 

8. Structures can be set up by utilizing modern technology in cases where traditional technology is deemed 
inadequate. But these should be done only after sufficiently verifying such needs through scientific data and 
examples. 

9. Restoration of lost and vanished parts should be made within the limits of harmonizing the whole. 

10. All works of repairs, restoration and excavation should be recorded and surveyed. They should be stored 
in public archives to be used for protection and research activities. 

1. Cultural heritage should be utilized without damaging their intrinsic values. 

2. Cultural heritage have inseparable relations with local residents. Therefore the improvement of local residents’
living quality through cultural heritage should be respected. 

3. The harmonization of heritage-life-natural environment should be maintained in sustainable tourism. 

4. Raising awareness of the local commnuity about the cultural heritage is important. Adequate channels of 
participation should be guaranteed.

5. Youth participation in the protection and education should be encouraged.

6. Awareness of cultural heritage should be raised through the interpretation of cultural heritage and the 
development of digital contents.  

3) Considerations for Sustainable Tourism and Utilization 
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5. Properties for Conservation and Management 

○ 40 Royal Tombs (18 clusters) of the Joseon Dynasty in the Republic of Korea 

Cluster
Code

Total Area

East Area

Middle Area

West Area

01 Geonwolleung (건원릉, 健元陵)
05 Hyeolleung (현릉, 顯陵)
19 Mongneung (목릉, 穆陵)
21 Hwireung (휘릉, 徽陵)
23 Sungneung (숭릉, 崇陵)
27 Hyereung (혜릉, 惠陵)
28 Wolleung (원릉, 元陵)
32 Gyeongneung (경릉, 景陵)
40 Sureung (수릉, 綏陵)

34 Hongneung (홍릉, 洪陵)
35 Yureung (유릉, 裕陵)

07 Sareung (사릉, 思陵)

08 Gwangneung (광릉, 光陵)

04 Yeongneung (영릉, 英陵)
22 Yeongneung (영릉, 寧陵)

06 Jangneung (장릉, 莊陵)

11 Seolleung (선릉, 宣陵)
13 Jeongneung (정릉, 靖陵)

03 Heolleung (헌릉, 獻陵)
31 Illeung (인릉, 仁陵)

16 Taereung (태릉, 泰陵)
18 Gangneung (강릉, 康陵)

02 Jeongneung (정릉, 貞陵)

26 Uireung (의릉, 懿陵)

09 Changneung (창릉, 昌陵)
24 Myeongneung (명릉, 明陵)
25 Ingneung (익릉, 翼陵)
29 Hongneung (홍릉, 弘陵)
36 Gyeongneung (경릉, 敬陵)

15 Huireung (희릉, 禧陵)
17 Hyoreung (효릉, 孝陵)
33 Yereung (예릉, 睿陵)

14 Olleung (온릉, 溫陵)

10 Gongneung (공릉, 恭陵)
12 Sulleung (순릉, 順陵)
39 Yeongneung (영릉, 永陵)

20 Jangneung (장릉, 長陵)

37 Jangneung (장릉, 章陵)

38 Yungneung (융릉, 隆陵)
30 Geolleung (건릉, 健陵)

E1

E2

E3

E4

E5

E6

M1

M2

M3

M4

M5

W1

W2

W3
W4

W5

W6

W7

Donggureung

Hongyureung

Sareung

Gwangneung

Yeongneung

Jangneung

Seolleung

Heolleung

Taereung

Jeongneung

Uireung

Seooreung

Seosamreung

Olleung

Paju Samreung

Jangneung

Jangneung

Yungneung

581.2

481.1

213.3

424.5

627.7

793.7
595.5
44.7

191.1

226.6

57.2

75.9
2291.6

532.9

191.5

210.1
475.9

249.6

303.5

328.1

6008.6

3121.5

Name of Cluster Tomb
Area (ha.)

(Core+Buffer Zone)

Table 1. Information of Nominated Property 
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Part II. Present Situation and Issues 

1. Present Management Organization and Budget 

○ The Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty is managed directly by the Royal Palaces and Tombs Management

Division of the CHA. The royal tombs management offices by cluster are under the direction of the Royal Palaces

and Tombs Management Division, enhancing the consistency and coherence in the policies and operations. 

○ The budget for the royal tombs is covered by the CHA. The budget allocated for the Royal Tombs of the Joseon

Dynasty is approximately 27 million USD per annum, and will be increased annually by between 10 to 30 percent

over the next five years. 

1) Management Organization

2) Budget (2006-2008)

Budget Allocation

Personnel Expenses and Administrative Costs 

Conservation of Architecture and Landscape

Visitor Facilities and Developing Tourism Contents 

Operating the Traditional Tree Nursery

Maintenance Cost

Total

2006

2,643,000

11,725,000

8,784,000

229,000

4,414,000 

27,795,000

2007

2,625,000

8,977,000

9,884,000

214,000

4,514,000

26,214,000

2008

2,710,000

12,811,000

7,300,000

413,000

5,496,000

28,730,000

Table 2. Current Budget Allocation (Unit : USD)
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2. Present Condition of the Joseon Royal Tombs

1) General Statement 

The Joseon Royal Tombs had been continously created throughout the long period of 519 years. Currently, a total

of 42 royal tombs are in existence without suffering damages - 40 in Republic of Korea and the other two in DPR

Korea.

The 40 royal tombs in Republic of Korea are scattered in a total of 18 areas either singly or in clusters of several

tombs.

As the Joseon Royal Tombs were located at sites near Hanyang (the capital city of the Joseon Dynasty), most of

them are situated in Seoul metropolitan area, except for Jangneung in Yeongwol-gun, Gangwon-do.

The Joseon Royal Tombs have been protected as historic sites since 1970's, and all core zones are state properties.
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2) Specific Issues in Each Cluster Areas 
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Part III. Management System for Joseon Royal Tombs as World Heritage Sites 

1. Mission

Systematic Operation 

○ Purpose 

·To establish a systematic and institutional system to efficiently operate action programs from various 
aspects of maintenance, perservation and utilization

·To maintain close cooperation among parties associated with the heritage sites 

○Goal

·Examination of the existing laws and ordinances for the protection and management 
of cultural heritages

·Promoting exchanges between CHA and local governments

·Continuous examination and improvement of operating systems

Conservation 

○ Purpose 

·To maintain the authenticity and integrity of the structures of the royal tombs

·To conduct systematic monitoring to maintain authenticity and completeness of the heritage sites

○Goal

·Presenting management criteria and indicators of the Royal Tombs 

·Setting up a Korean model for a cultural heritage preservation system 

Capacity Building  

○ Purpose 

·To inherit and develop traditional repairing techniques 

·To enhance the capability of crisis management 

○Goal

·Seeking association with the Korean National University of Cultural Heritage and Cultural Heritage 
Training Institute and other private sector organizations 

·Incorporating disaster management measures of cultural heritage
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Communication

○ Purpose 

·To enhance the public’s accessibility and utilization of the heritage

·To provide a variety of different ways to better understand the heritage  

○Goal

·Establishing and formulating standards for utilizing cultural heritage 

·Develop cultural heritage utilizing contents and tourism programs 

Community

○ Purpose 

·To raise the public’s awareness of the heritage 

·To encourage the public participation in the protection of heritage for the continuity of traditional values  

○Goal

·Encouraging participation of various stakeholders and local residents in the management 
of the heritage 

·Invigorating programs for volunteers and docents 

Credibility 

○ Purpose 

·To ensure the originality of the heritage value through the research and study of relevant historic 
materials

○Goal

·To compile a database of relevant historical documentations and evidence

·To converge the tangible and intangible elements for the integrity of the heritage
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2. Action Plans

Systematic Operation 

○Supplementing Laws and Ordinances

○Enhancing Local Government Cooperation 

○Improving and Streamlining Conservation and Management 

Conservation

1. Authentic Restoration 

○Collecting and Studying Basic Materials for Restoration 

○Restoring and Repairing the Joseon Royal Tombs

○Strengthening the Function of the Repairing Team

○Inheritance and Conservation of Intangible Heritage 

2. Scientific Conservation

○Research of Preservation State and Damages 

○Training of Preservation Experts

○Development of Preservation Technology

○Enhancing the Functions of a Nursery for Native Plants 

3. Management of Buffer Zones  

○Formulating Plans for Managing Historic Landscape

○Management Plans Using GIS Technology

○Formulating Overall Plans for Surrounding Areas

4. Systemization of Monitoring Schemes 

○Regular Monitoring 

○Adjustment of Monitoring Index Checklist

○Developing Civic Monitoring Index 
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Communication 

1. Sustainable Tourism 

○Development of Cultural Contents and Tourism Products 

○Improvement of Visiting Environment 

○Establishing an Integrated Visitor Center 

2. Interpretation of Heritage

○Training Cultural Heritage Docents 

○Expanding Cultural Heritage Education 

○Enhancing the Visitor Center’s Function 

Community

1. Improving public awareness of heritage  

○Promoting Public Relations  

○Heritage Interpreters

○Expanding Extra-curricular Activities in Schools 

2. Invigorating Community Participation 

○Invigorating and Supporting the “One Heritage One Guardian” Campaign

○Facilitating the Participation in the Local Level  

Credibility

1. Converging Tangible and Intangible Elements for the Integrity of the Cultural Heritage  

○Conducting Research on History by Restoring both the Architectural Structures 
and Ancestral Rites the Royal Tombs 

○Restoring the Overall Royal Culture of Korea by Connecting the Major Elements Consisting 
the Tombs and Funeral Culture

Capacity Building 

1. Expert Training Site Managers  

○Extending Specialized Program Training

○Cultivating Custom made Expert Manpower

○Technological Cooperation with Outside Manpower

2. Crisis Management  

○Enhancing the Crisis Management system 

○Purchase and Regular Checkup Facility and Equipment

○Revising and Supplementing Disaster Management Manuals 
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Part IV. Specific Action Plans 

Systematic Operations

1) Overview

○ Laws and Ordinances 

Laws and ordinances were made to preserve and manage the core zones of the Joseon Royal Tombs along with

limiting construction works, development activities, and topographical changes in their buffer zones. 

Under the control of the Central Government, the royal tombs are managed through four levels of legal

protection: the Cultural Heritage Protection Act, the Enforcement Decree of the Cultural Heritage Protection

Act, the Enforcement Rule of the Cultural Heritage Protection Act, and the Cultural Heritage Protection

Ordinances made by each local government such as city or province. 

The purpose of the laws and ordinances on cultural heritage are to promote the cultural enhancement of the

people and to contribute to the development of human culture by transmitting national cultural through the

preservation of cultural heritage and enabling their utilization.

○Ownership

The core zones of the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty used to belong to the Royal Family. All of them are

now state properties inheriting the tradition, and the administrator of the CHA supervises their management.

The Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty are properties that cannot be transferred to or imposed with private

rights by others under the State Property Law and the Cultural Heritage Protection Act, and so there can be no

change in their ownership.     

Most of the buffer zones are private land. But the CHA plans to purchase and read just part of them as needed. 

When it comes to the management of the core zones, the National Land Planning and Utilization Act is also

used with the above-mentioned laws and ordinances as its superior law. The purpose of the National Planning

and Utilization Act is to promote the public welfare and to upgrade the people’s living quality by providing for

matters necessary for formulaton and implementation, etc. of plans to utilize, develop, and preserve the national

land.

For the details of the Act, refer to the appendix at the end of this Management Plan. 

·The Cultural Heritage Protection Act (No. 8346, Wholly Amended on April 11, 2007)

·Enforcement Decree of the Cultural Heritage Protection Act (No. 20222, Wholly Amended on Aug. 17, 2007)

·Enforcement Rule of the Cultural Heritage Protection Act (No. 173, Amended on Nov. 22, 2007)

·Cultural Heritage Protection Ordinance of Seoul (No. 4131, Amended on July 25, 2003)

·Cultural Heritage Protection Ordinance of Gyeonggi-do (No. 3170, Wholly Amended on Feb. 25, 2002)

·Cultural Heritage Protection Ordinance of Gangwon-do (No. 2926, Amended on Oct. 5, 2002) 

·The National Land Planning and Utilization Act (No. 8664, Amended on Oct. 17, 2007)

·National Land Planning and Utilization Act (No. 6655, Amended on Oct. 17, 2007) 
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2) Related Statistics and Data 

○ Laws and Ordinances 

Laws and ordinances were made to preserve and manage the core zones of the Joseon Royal Tombs along with

limiting construction works, development activities, and topographical changes in their buffer zones. 

Under the control of the Central Government, the royal tombs are managed through four levels of legal

protection: the Cultural Heritage Protection Act, the Enforcement Decree of the Cultural Heritage Protection

Act, the Enforcement Rule of the Cultural Heritage Protection Act, and the Cultural Heritage Protection

Ordinances made by each local government such as city or province. 

The purpose of the laws and ordinances on cultural heritage are to promote the cultural enhancement of the

people and to contribute to the development of human culture by transmitting national cultural through the

preservation of cultural heritage and enabling their utilization.

Table 3. Number of Staff in the Royal Tombs 

Cluster
Code

Management
Division 

E1

E2

E3

E4

E5

E6

M1

M2

M3

M4

M5

W1

W2

W3

W4

W5

W6

W7

Royal Palace and Tombs
Management Division 

Donggureung

Hongyureung

Sareung

Gwangneung

Yeongneung

Jangneung

Seolleung

Heolleung

Taereung

Jeongneung

Uireung

Seooreung

Seosamneung

Olleung

Samneung

Jangneung

Jangneung

Yungneung

- -Management
Division 

4

4

4

3

8

2

5

3

4

3

4

4

2

-

4

-

4

4

82

Management
Division 

-

-

6

-

11

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

55

Management
Division 

27

22

10

20

4

5

22

13

12

18

12

11

8

2

10

5

7

14

222

Management
Division 

6

12

-

2

15

2

10

7

3

4

5

18

8

-

9

-

7

10

118

Management
Division 

37

38

20

25

38

9

37

23

20

25

20

34

18

2

23

5

18

28

478

Name

Total

Administrative 
Staff

Repair
Staff

Maintenance
Staff 

Interpreters Total

5820 38
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○Budget (2006-2008)

3) Action Plans

Budget Allocation

Personnel Expenses and Administrative Costs 

Conservation of Architecture and Landscape

Visitor Facilities and Developing Tourism Contents 

Operating the Traditional Tree Nursery

Maintenance Cost

Total

2006

2,643,000

11,725,000

8,784,000

229,000

4,414,000 

27,795,000

2007

2,625,000

8,977,000

9,884,000

214,000

4,514,000

26,214,000

2008

2,710,000

12,811,000

7,300,000

413,000

5,496,000

28,730,000

Table 4. Current Budget Allocation (Unit : USD)

Action 1. Supplementing Laws and Ordinances

Action 2. Enhancing the Cooperation between Local Governments 

·The central government is currently promoting the division of the existing Cultural Heritage Basic Law

into six different Acts. In accordance with the plan, the CHA is moving to supplement and specializes the legal

provisions related to the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty.

·Encouraging local governments to formulate and streamline ordinances for the protection of cultural

heritage by reflecting their regional characteristics (Seoul, Gyeonggi-do, and Gangwon-do) 

·Establishing the basis for enhancing local governments’ sense of responsibility and revitalizing communal 
activities

·Signing of MOUs between the central government and the local governments for the effective management 
of the royal tombs

·Establishing a forum between the local governments that meets regularly to maintain consistency 
in the conservation of the different clusters

·Laws on Repairing Cultural Heritage

·Enactment of Laws on Exploring and Protecting Buried Cultural Heritage   

·Cultural Heritage Basic Law

·Act on Protecting Tangible Cultural Heritage and Other Monuments 

·Act on Protecting Intangible Cultural Heritage  

·Act on Registering Cultural Heritage
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Action 3. Improving and Streamlining Conservation and Management

·Efficient management, operation and utilization of the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty

·Supplementing manuals for different fields: manuals for visitor service, safety control, landscape architecture
management, facility management and various areas of ordinary management 

·Establishing an integrated information network for basic materials of preservation and management

·Establishing a scientific and integrated disaster prevention system 

·Establishing a basis for civilian-industrial-governmental cooperation - forming a new paradigm for the 
conservation of cultural heritage

Action 4. Formulating an integrated Management System 

Integrated Management Organization
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Agency

World Heritage
Management 
Committee 

. Establish and enforce the management plan and strategies conforming to the principles 
of World Heritage Conservation Management

. Establish and run monitoring and research organizations to facilitate the conservation 

. Contributing to the conservation and expansion of the values of the sites by developing 
education programs for professional staff, visitors and local residents 

. Carrying out efficient resource management through the mediation among the national and 
local governments and the communities 

. Reflecting the opinions from the local communities and accommodating them in policy making 

Central Government
(CHA, Royal Palaces and
Tombs Management
Division, Royal Tombs
Management Office)

. Conservation and management of the core zones of the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty

. Special training of management manpower

. Fostering and operating a directly-controlled team of experts for preserving and repairing 
stone objects, wooden structures and forest 

. Management of buffer zones in cooperation with local governments

. Reinvigorating Promotion activities on and popular participation in the Royal Tombs of the Joseon 
Dynasty

Local Government

. Conservation and management of the buffer zones of the Royal Tombs of the Joseon 
Dynasty

. Upgrading regional images and creating tourism income through the Royal Tombs of 
the Joseon Dynasty 

Regional Management
Office

. Collaborate and effectively implement the heritage management amongst the 18 clusters of 
the royal tombs

. Implementing management directives reflecting the regional features

Cultural Heritage
Committee

. Examining and deliberating matters related to the conservation and management of 
the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty

. Deliberating on the permission of development projects in the buffer zones of the Royal 
Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty

Civic Groups

. Conducting sacrificial rites and documenting the ceremonial prototypes led by the royal 
tombs’ enshrining associations

. Volunteer services for the conservation and management of the Royal Tombs of 
the Joseon Dynasty as spontaneous civic activities

Specialized Academic
Organizations

. Regular monitoring of the conservation and management of the Royal Tombs of Joseon Dynasty

. Excavation and exploration of the relics in the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty

. Academic research of the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty

Role

Table 5. Roles of managing agencies 
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Conservation  

1. Authentic Restoration 

1) Overview

The original form of the nominated property has been preserved through relentless efforts to repair and restore

its architectural structures and to protect and manage its cultural landscape. The National Research Institute of

Cultural Heritage is an affiliate organ of the CHA, supporting the expertise and scientific data for the

restorations, repairs and formulation of integrated management plans of CHA. The Division of Architectural

Studies, Division of Archaeological Studies and Division of Folklore and Folklife Studies in the NRICH all

cooperate together with CHA. 

The repair and restoration are conducted based on historic and archaeological research: the thorough review of

old documents and pictures, and the excavation of the relevant site should be done before repair or restoration.

Experienced technicians are mobilized in the repair projects. Academic experts give advice, so that architectural

structures can be repaired or restored to the original state. Trees used for constructions come from Gangwon-do,

a province known for quality trees. 

To preserve the traditional landscape of the nominated property, activities are conducted on an annual basis

such as weeding foreign trees and planting traditional ones. The traditional trees and shrubs are provided by the

traditional tree nursery, which is under the control of the CHA. 

About 150 repair constructions, big and small, are conducted annually. Wooden structures are regularly

sprayed with insecticide and resistant, so that insects or fires do not damage these structures. So far, 862 rounds

of spraying have been conducted. 

About 27million dollars are annually allocated to the preservation of the nominated property’s original form.

2) Related Statistics and Data 

The CHA has conducted overall research on royal tomb documentations, researching the deteriorations,

modifications and loss in architectural structures within the tomb grounds. Systematic research was conducted

on structures such as the red spiked gate, bridge over the forbidden stream, curved wall at the back, worship

road, stone slabs, and on approximately 150 architectural structures such as the T-shaped shrine and stele sheds.

The integrated overall Management Plan was formulated based on this research. 

In August 2007, an integrated three-phase improvement plan was formulated for restoring the authenticity

and sustaining the conservation of the royal tombs. 

Previous Studies and Research Projects

·CHA. Study on structures and facilities in royal tombs. 2007.

·CHA. Experts’ evaluation on ways to improve the the improvement of conditions for visitors of the royal tombs. 2007.
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3) Action Plans 

·Research of historic documents and records, including neungji and uigwe 

·Ecological surveys, including vegetation 

·Systematic excavation of important sites for structures in the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty

·CHA. Plans to improve convenience facilities in Seolleung Cluster. 2006.

·CHA. Survey on the satisfaction level of visitors to royal tombs. 2006.

·CHA. Study on the forest ecosystem of Gwangneung. 2004.

·CHA. Study on the ecosystem of Seooreung Cluster. 2003..

·CHA. Documents on the cultural properties of Seosamreung Cluster. 2003.

·CHA. Study on the forest ecosystem of Donggureung Cluster. 2001.

Action 1. Securing, Exploring and Studying Basic Materials for Restoration 

·Restoration in the core zones of the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty in which old architectural 
remains are preserved

- First phase: Restoration of buildings (tomb keeper’s house, royal kitchen, guards’ house, etc.) 

- Second phase: Restoration of structures and objects (red spiked gate, the bridge across the forbidden stream, etc.) 

·Restoration of the succession of vegetation and landscapes

·Repairs and maintenance of the old buildings in the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty

Action 2. Restoring and Repairing the Royal Tombs

Plans are formulated for the restoration of the tomb keeper’s house in Yeongneung
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Cluster
Code

Estimated costs
(Unit: million

USD)

Restoration of royal kitchen at Geonwolleung, restoration of royal kitchens, guards’house 
and lotus-carved stone basins, maintenance of the bridge across the forbidden stream and 
repairs of tomb keeper’s house at Hyeolleung and seven other royal tombs

None

Restoration of royal kitchen and guards’house, repairs of tomb keeper’s house

Restoration of royal kitchen and guards’house, repairs of tomb keeper’s house

None

Restoration of royal kitchen

E1

E2

E3

E4

E5

E6

3.16

-

0.17

0.75

-

0.09

Restoration of royal kitchens at five royal tombs, restoration of guards’houses and lotus-carved 
stone basins and reparation of tomb keeper’s house at Changneung and three other royal 
tombs

Restoration of guards’houses at three royal tombs, restoration of royal kitchens and lotus-
carved stone basins and repairs of tomb keeper’s house at Hyoreung and Huireung

Restoration of royal kitchens, guards’house, tomb-keepers houses, and adjunct structures

Restoration of royal kitchen and guards’house, repairs of tomb-keeper’s house

Restoration of royal kitchen, lotus-carved stone basin and tomb-keeper’s house

Restoration of royal kitchen, repairs of tomb-keeper’s house and restoration of six rooms of 
overnight royal residence

Painting on T-shaped shrine and stele shed, restoration of royal kitchen, examination of location 
for tomb keeper’s house

W1 

W2

W3

W4

W5

W6

W7

5.19

5.53

1.33

0.68

2.82

0.12

0.04

Restoration of royal kitchen and lotus-carved stone basins at Seolleung and Jeongneung,
restoration of guards’house, repairs of tomb keeper’s house and maintenance of empty
ancestral tablet at Jeongneung

Restoration of royal kitchen and guards’house at Heolleung and Ingneung, repairs of tomb
keeper’s house and stone pavement for royal visitors at Heolleung

Restoration of royal kitchens and lotus-carved stone basins , repairs of tomb keeper’s house  at
Taereung, and Gangneung, restoration of guards’house, maintenance of the bridge across the
forbidden stream at Gangneung, and repairs of empty ancestral tablet at Taereung 

Restoration of royal kitchens and lotus-carved stone basins , repairs of tomb keeper’s house,
maintenance of the bridge across the forbidden stream, repairs of empty ancestral tablets and
restoration of yegam

Restoration of royal kitchen, guards’house, lotus-carved stone basin and tomb keeper’s house

M1

M2

M3

M4

M5

0.33

0.35

-

0.85

0.66

Major contents

Table 6. Future plans for major repairs and restoration works (2008-2013)

·Inheritance and propagation of traditional techniques for repairing cultural properties

·Replenishment of skilled manpower and organizational systematization 

Action 3. Strengthening the Function of the Maintenance Team  
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Rich documentations on rites have been kept well

A directly run Maintenance Team for emergency repairs control the repair works on the architectures and landscapes of the royal tombs.

·Research of documents on state funerals and ritual culture 

·Continuous finding, maintaining and supporting of persons with skills and arts to reenact the intangible
heritage

·Reproducing and transmitting the funeral and ritual cultures of the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty 
(PR activities on royal ancestral rite days)

Action 4. Inheritance and Conservation of Intangible Heritage

2. Scientific Conservation

1) Overview

For the scientific conservation of traditional structures and objects, the National Research Institute for Cultural

Heritage conducts continuous studies and research on the various aspects of conservation. Excavations,

monitoring of environment conditions, studies on the technicalities of restorations are conducted by the

Division of Restoration Technology. Continuous training of the Maintenance Team on the updated information

and trends in conservation are provided for the scientific conservation of the heritage. In the future, a hospital for

cultural heritage will be established to facilitate the more effective and expert conservation. 
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2) Related Statistics and Data 

The NRICH has conducted a thorough research on the conservation status of stone heritage all over the

country from 2001-2005 and has built up a database on the conservation status of all designated stone heritage

that is to be updated regularly in the future. 

3) Action Plans 

Table 7. Area of research on the conservation status of stone heritage 

Year

Budget
(USD) 460,000 260,000 263,000 200,000 200,000

Area of

Research

Gyeongsangbuk-do

(138 objects)

Jeollanam-do
Jeollabuk-do, Jeju-

do, Gwangju
(108 objects)

Chungcheongnam-
do, Chungcheongbuk-
do, Seoul (111 objects)

Gyeongsangnam-do,
Busan, Daegu, Ulsan

(77 objects)

Gyeonggi, Incheon,
Gangwon, Others

(98 objects)

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

·Preservation state of wooden structures and causes of damage 

·Preservation state of stone structures and causes of damage  

·Preservation state of landscape forest and causes of damage 

Action 1. Analysis of Preservation Status and Cause of Damage  

·Introducing systematic preservation education in each site (In cooperation with NRICH) 

·Continuing education for technicians on the scientific preservation, conducting examinations for qualification
annually 

Action 2. Training of Preservation Experts 

Bird’s eye view of the Cultural Heritage Training Institute to be opened in 2008. 
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The current nursery for native plants is located in Sareung(C1). Future expansion is proposed.

·Research and development of preservation technology

·Development of new technology concerning the protection and preservation of historic buildings and plants

·Development of up-to-date tools for preservation and safety checkup  

Action 3. Development of Preservation Technology

·Commissioning research into the direction of developing a nursery for native plants

·Supplementing facilities and research for genealogical studies to maintain the traditional forest 
landscape surrounding the royal tombs

·Inheriting traditional seedling technology and skilled manpower 

Action 4. Enhancing the Functions of a Nursery for Native Plants

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

No.

가래나무

가시오갈피

갈매나무

개느삼나무

개쉬땅나무

개암나무

고광나무

고로쇠

고추나무

구기자

구상나무

국수나무

귀룽나무

Spieces
(in Korean)

Family name

Juglandaceae

Araliaceae

Rhamnaceae

Fabaceae

Rosaceae

Betulaceae

Saxifragaceae

Aceraceae

Staphyleaceae

Solanaceae

Pinaceae

Rosaceae

Juglans mandshurica Maximowicz

Acanthopanax senticosus (Rupr. et Max.) Harms

Rhamnus davurica Pallas

Echinosophora koreensis Nakai

Sorbaria sorbifolia (Linn) Al. Braun

Corylus heterophylla Fischer var. thunbergii Blume

Philadelphus schrenckii Ruprecht

Acer mono Maximowicz

Staphylea bumalda DC. var. typica Nakai 

Lycium chinense Miller

Abies koreana Wilson

Stephanandra incisa (Thunberg) Zabel

Prunus padus Linn

Korea, China, Taiwan, Siberia

Korea, Japan, Sakhalin, China 

Korea

Korea

Korea, Japan, Manchuria

Korea, Japan, China, Amur River

Korea, China

Korea, China, Japan

Korea, Japan, China

Korea

Endemic to Korea

Korea, Japan

Korea, Japan, China

Family name Family name The place of origin

Table 8. List of plants that are inhabited within the tree nursery



48

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

57

58

59

60

No.

꼬리조팝

꽃매화

노각나무

노린재

누리장나무

느릅나무

느티나무

다래나무

다릅나무

단풍나무

당매자

대추나무

덜꿩나무

돌배나무

들메나무

딱총나무

때죽나무

마가목

매자나무

모감주나무

모과나무

목단

물푸레나무

미선나무

박쥐나무

백송

흰철쭉

병꽃나무

병아리꽃

보리수나무

복자기나무

불두화

산딸나무

산목련나무

산사나무

산수유

산옥매

산철쭉

산초나무

상수리나무

생강나무

서어나무

소나무

쉬나무

신나무

오갈피

왕버들

Spieces
(in Korean)

Rosaceae

Rosaceae

Theaceae

Symplocaceae

Verbenaceae

Ulmaceae

Ulmaceae

Actinidiaceae

Leguminosae 

Aceraceae

Berberidaceae

Rhamnaceae

Caprifoliaceae

Rosaceae

Oleaceae

Caprifoliaceae

Styracaceae

Rosaceae

Berberidaceae

Sapindaceae

Rosaceae

Ranunculaceae

Oleaceae

Oleaceae

Alangiaceae

Pinaceae

Ericaceae

Caprifoliaceae

Rosaceae

Elaeagnaceae

Aceraceae

Caprifoliaceae

Cornaceae

Magnoliaceae

Rosaceae

Cornaceae

Rosaceae

Ericaceae

Rutaceae

Fagaceae

Lauraceae

Betulaceae

Pinaceae

Rutaceae

Aceraceae

Araliaceae

Salicaceae

Spiraea salicifloloa Linn

Prunus mume Siebold et Zuccarini

Stewartia koreana Nakai

Symplocos Chinensis (Lour.) Druce for. pilosa (Nakai) Ohwi

Clerodendron trichotomum Thunberg

Ulmus davidiana Planchon var. japonica Nakai

Zelkova serrata (Thunberg) Makino

Actinidia arguta Planchon

Maackia amurensis Rupr. et Max.

Acer palmatum Thunberg

Berberis poiretii Schneider

Zizyphus jujuba Miller var. inermis Rehder

Viburnum erosum Thunberg

Pyrus pyrifolia (Burm. fil.) Nakai

Fraxinus mandshurica Ruprecht

Sambucus williamsii Hance var. coreana Nakai

Styrax japonica Sieb. et Zucc.

Sorbus commixta Hedlund

Berberis koreana Palibin

Koelreuteria paniculata Laxmann

Chaenomeles sinensis Koehne

Paeonia suffruticosa Andrews

Fraxinus rhynchophylla Hance

Albeliophyllum distichum Nakai

Alangium platanifolium (Sieb. et Zucc.) harms var. trilobum (Miq.)

Ohwi

Pinus bungeana Zuccarini

Rhododendron schlippenbachii Maxim. var. albiflorum Uyeki

Weigela subsessilis (Nakai) Bailey

Rhodotypos scandens (Thunberg) Makino

Elaeagnus umbellata Thunberg

Acer triflorum Komarov

Viburnum sargentii Koehne for. sterile (Makino) Hara

Cornus kousa Buerger ex Hance

Magnolia kobus A.P. De Candolle

Crataegus pinnatifida Bunge

Cornus officinalis Sieb. et Zucc.

Prunus glandulosa Thunberg

Rhododendron yedoense Maxim. var. poukhanense Nakai

Zanthoxylum schinifolium Sieb. et Zucc.

Quercus acutissima Carruthers

Lindera obtusiloba Blume

Carpinus laxiflora (Sieb. & Zucc.) Blume

Pinus densiflora Sieb. & Zucc.

Evodia danielii Hemsley

Acer ginnala Maximowicz

Acanthopanax sessiliflorus Seemen

Korea, Japan, China

Korea, China 

Korea

Korea, China, Japan

Korea

Korea, China, Japan

Korea, China, Japan

Korea, China, Japan

Korea, Manchuria

Korea, Japan

Korea, China, Mongolia, Europe,

Manchuria

Korea, China, Japan

Korea, China, Japan

Korea

Korea, China, Japan, Taiwan

Korea

Korea, China, Japan

Korea, Japan

Korea

Korea, China,

China

China

Korea, China,

Korea

Korea, China, Japan

Korea

Korea, Manchuria

Korea

Korea, China, Japan

Korea, China, Japan, India,

Himalayas

Korea, Manchuria

Korea

Korea, China, Japan

Korea, Japan

Korea, China, Japan

Korea, China,

China 

Korea

Korea, China, Japan, Manchuria

Korea, China, Japan, Himalayas

Korea, China, Japan

Korea, China, Japan

Korea, Manchuria, Japan, East Asia

Korea, China,

Korea, China, Japan

Family name Family name The place of origin
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61

62

63

64

65

66

67

68

69

70

71

72

73

74

75

76

77

78

79

80

81

82

83

84

85

86

No.

왕초피

우산고로쇠

음나무

이팝나무

자귀나무

장구밥나무

전나무

조릿대

조팝나무

좀작살

좀조팝

주목

주엽나무

진달래

쪽동백

참빗살나무

참죽나무

층층나무

팥배나무

팽나무

함박꽃나무

헛개나무

화살나무

회화나무

히어리

흰작살

Spieces
(in Korean)

Rutaceae

Aceraceae

Araliaceae

Oleaceae

Leguminosae

Tiliaceae

Pinaceae

Gramineae

Rosaceae

Verbenaceae

Rosaceae

Taxaceae

Leguminosae

Ericaceae

Styracaceae

Celastraceae

Meliaceae

Cornaceae

Rosaceae

Ulmaceae

Magnoliaceae

Rhamnaceae

Celastraceae

Leguminosae

Hamamelidaceae

Verbenaceae

Zanthoxylum coreanum Nakai

Acer okamotoanum Nakai

Kalopanax septemlobus (Thunberg) Koidz.

Chionanthus retusus Lindley & Paxton

Albizzia julibrissin Durazzini

Grewia biloba G. Don

Abies holophylla Maximowicz

Sasa borealis (Hackel) Makino

Spiraea prunifolia Sieb. et Zucc. for. simpliciflora Nakai

Callicarpa dichotoma Raeuschel

Spiraea microgyna Nakai

Taxus cuspidata Sieb. et Zucc.

Gleditsia japonica Miquel var. koraiensis (Nakai) Nakai

Rhododendron mucronulatum Turcz. var. mucronulatum

Styrax obassia Sieb. et Zucc.

Euonymus sieboldiana Blume

Cedrela sinensis A. Juss.

Cornus controversa Hemsley

Sorbus alnifolia (Sieb. et Zucc.) K. Koch

Celtis sinensis Pers. var. japonica (Planch.) Nakai

Magnolia sieboldii K. Koch

Hovenia dulcis Thunberg var. glabra Makino

Euonymus alatus (Thunb.) Siebold

Sophora japonica Linn

Corylopsis coreana Uyeki

Callicarpa japonica Thunberg var. leucocarpa Nakai

Korea

Korea, China, Japan

Korea, China, Japan

Korea, China, Japan

Korea, China, Japan

Korea

Korea, Japan

Korea, Japan

Korea

Korea, China, Japan

Korea

Korea,Japan, Manchuria, Northeastern Asia

Korea

Korea

Korea, China, Japan

Korea, China, Japan, India

Korea, China,

Korea, China, Japan

Korea, Japan

Korea, China, Japan Thailand, Laos

Korea, China, Japan

Korea, China, Japan

Korea, China, Japan

Korea, China, Japan

Korea

Korea

Family name Family name The place of origin

3. Management of Buffer Zones

1) Overview

The core zones and buffer zones of the royal tombs cover extensive grounds and include many structures of

wood and stone, waterways, trees and forestry in the area. For the scientific management of the areas, a GIS

program for the royal palaces and tombs is being formulated. 

The core zones are owned by the government, and the buffer zones are private land. Although the buffer zones

are not state land, the buffer zones belong to protected areas, and any alteration to their existing state should be

permitted by the government. 

Permissions for development activities in the core zones too, are granted based on the related articles of the

Cultural Heritage Protection Act, after considering the possibility that the activity has negative influence on

cultural heritage or impose alterations to its existing state.
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Article 90 (Protection of Cultural Heritage during Construction Works)

(1) When there exists a concern over any damage, demolition or submergence of cultural heritage due to construction works, or
when deemed necessary to protect the scenery around the cultural heritage, the implementer of such construction works shall
take the required measures pursuant to the instructions of the Administrator of the CHA. In this case, any expenses required for
such measures shall be borne by the implementer of relevant construction works.  

(2) With regard to construction works within the area set by the Municipal/Provincial Ordinance under consultation between the
Mayor/Provincial Governor and the Administrator of the CHA, which are to be implemented in the outer area of any cultural
heritage’s outer block boundary (referring to the boundary of the protected zone in case where a protected zone is designated),
the relevant administrative agency shall examine whether or not implementing such construction works affects the preservation
of the cultural heritage, before granting its authorization or permission for the relevant construction works. 

(3) The scope of an area to be set by the Ordinance under paragraph (2) shall be prescribed by the Presidential Decree. 

Article 34 (Matters Subject to Permission)

Any person who intends to perform the activities falling under any of the following subparagraphs on a State-designated cultural
heritage shall obtain permission from the Administrator of the CHA as prescribed by the Presidential Decree. The same shall
also apply to any alteration to the permitted matters.

1. Capturing or harvesting animals, plants or minerals within any area that has been designated or provisionally designated as a
scenic site or natural monument, or within its protected zone, or carrying them out of such an area or zone; 

2. Making a rubbed copy or photo print of a State-designated cultural heritage, or taking any photograph that may affect the
preservation thereof; or 

3. Any activities that alter the existing state (including sampling or mounting of natural monuments) of any State-designated
cultural heritage (including protected objects and protected zones, and any dead ones among natural monuments), or any acts
that may affect the preservation thereof, which are prescribed by the Presidential Decree.

The influence that an alteration to the existing state of the buffer zone will have on cultural heritage should be

analyzed before the alteration is permitted. 

Process of analyzing the influence of the alteration on the existing state of heritage
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After the analysis is done, the permission of the alteration to the existing state is granted in accordance with the

following process. 

Any activities that alter the existing state (including sampling or mounting of natural monuments) of any State-

designated cultural heritage (including protected objects and protected zones, and any dead ones among natural

monuments), or any acts that may affect the preservation thereof, which are prescribed by the Presidential Decree

(excerpts from Article 34 of the Cultural Heritage Protection Act). 

In cases of alteration in the existing state of buried cultural heritage which have been excavated (excluding the

cultural heritage belonging to movable properties). In this case, the term “excavation”shall be read as “alteration in

the existing state”(excerpts from Article 44 of the Cultural Heritage Protection Act). Activities which impose

alteration in the existing state of cultural heritage include capturing, repairing, or restoring cultural heritage, and

changing topography, plants, or landscape. Activities which are concerned to impose alteration on the preservation

of cultural heritage include harming the cultural property itself or harming the cultural landscape in the buffer zone

of the cultural property. 

The Enforcement Rule of the Cultural Heritage Protection Act describes this matter. These are the excerpts from the

rule. 

(1) The activities to change the current status of State-designated cultural properties (including protected objects, protected
zones, and the dead from among natural monuments; hereafter in this Article the same shall apply) refer to the activities falling
under any of the following subparagraphs;
1. Carrying out the repair, maintenance, restoration, preservation treatment or demolition of State-designated cultural 

properties
2. Capturing/gathering/breeding of State-designated cultural properties or making specimen/burying/incinerating of State-

designated cultural properties
3. Activities conducted on State-designated cultural properties or within protected zones, and falling under any of the followings:

a. Newly constructing, expanding, rebuilding, removing and reconstructing and changing the use of structures or road/pipe
line/electric wire/building/underground structure

b. Planting or removing trees and shrubs

c. Conducting the activities which change topography or geological features including carrying out filling up/reclamation/
excavation/drilling/cutting/piling up on the ground and water surface

d. Conducting the activities that change waterway, water quality and water volume

e. Conducting the activities that produce noise/vibration or emit air pollutants/chemicals/dust/ or heat

f. Spraying, discharging and abandoning filthy water/excrement/water waste

g. Gathering, taking in and taking out earth and stone, aggregate and minerals, and the by-products or processed 
materials thereof 

h. Installing and sticking advertisements or piling up various objects

(2) The activities which are worried to have influence on the preservation of State-designated cultural properties refer to the 
activities falling under any of the following subparagraphs;

1. Construction works and embankment building activities conducted in the water system which may have influence on the
waterway, water quality and water volume in the area where State-designated cultural properties are located

2. Activities falling under any of the following, conducted in the area within 500 m away from the outer-block boundaries of 
State-designated cultural properties (referring to the area designated by the Mayor/Do governor through consultation with the 
Administrator of the CHA for the purpose of protecting cultural properties from construction works) 

a. Excavations which extends deeper than 50 m underground, which are worried to have influence on the preservation of
the relevant State-designated cultural properties

b. Activities which produce noise/vibration or emit air pollutants/chemicals/dust or heat, which are worried to have influence 
on the preservation of the relevant State-designated cultural properties

c. Activities to construct/expand facilities, which are worried to have influence on the preservation of the relevant 
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Process of filing for permission for the alteration of the existing state of cultural heritage

2) Related Statistics and Data

Statistics on the Approval Rate on Altering the Status of the Heritage in the buffer zone (2007) 

Number of Applicants Approval Rejection Conditional Approval

72 23 35 14

The process of filing for permission for the alteration of the existing state of cultural heritage is as follows.

State-designated cultural properties or undermine the landscape thereof

d. Activities to change the characteristic form and quality of the land and forests which are worried to have influence on the 
preservation of the relevant State-designated cultural properties

3. Activities which are worried to have influence on the preservation of the relevant State-designated cultural properties by 
damaging the historic site related to the relevant State-designated cultural properties.

3) Action Plans

·Formulation and application of standards for dealing with changes in the present state of the surroundings of 
the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty
eg) Donggureung(E1), Hongyureung(E2), Sareung(E3), Jangneung(W5), Yungneung(W7) 
(Refer to pp. 54~58)

·Adjusting plans for areas and districts by their land use under the National Land Planning and Utilization Act

Action 1. Formulating Plans for Managing Historic Landscapes
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·Establishing a land use information system of areas surrounding the royal tombs for examining their historical 
and cultural environments

·Edxpanding information and map services for cultural property areas and districts

·Extending the GIS project to all royal tombs areas (Refer to p. 59)

Action 2. Management Plans Using GIS Technology

· Short-term plan: Purchase of private land to expand infrastructure (in one place a year / $ 3 million)

·Long-term plan: Improving the landscapes of buildings and facilities that impair historical and cultural 
environments

Action 3. Formulating Plans for Comprehensive Streamlining of Surrounding Areas  and the Restoration of 
Original Forms
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Prototype Data of the GIS Program

Example of Spatial Information Management of the Royal Palaces and Tombs Example of Forestry Management

Example of Old and Great Trees Management Example of Old and Great Trees Management

Example of Visitor Route Management Example of Visitor Route Management

A GIS program is under formulation for the systematic management of traditional architecture, structures

and landscape of the royal tombs and palaces through large scaled spatial information. It is also for the

systematic analyzation of visitor routes and facilities for the convenience of visitors.
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Example of Conjectured Layout in Different Eras Example of Conjectured Layout in Different Eras

Example of World Heritage Monitoring Example of World Heritage Monitoring

Example of World Heritage Monitoring Example of World Heritage Monitoring
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4. Systematic Monitoring Schemes 

1) Overview

The royal tombs are currently monitored on a daily basis by the staff in the management offices in each cluster.

Properties inscribed on the World Heritage List in Korea are monitored specifically by professionals and experts

on a 2-3 year cycle. The Royal Tombs of Joseon will be included in these expert scientific monitoring.

2) Related Statistics and Data 

Monitoring Indexes

3) Action Plans

Monitoring  zone

Core  zone

Buffer  zone

Monitoring  item

Environment

Building
Stonework
Landscape

Vegetation
Hydrology
Soil

Table 9. Monitoring indexes of royal tombs by each zone

Table 10. Monitoring indexes for Management

Monitoring zone

Site

Visitor

Information

Monitoring  item

Law, regulation
Management system

Management facility
Disaster prevention

Visitor management
Visitor amenities

Promotion
Education

·Conducting regular monitoring every three years

·Conducting expert monitoring by ICOMOS-Korea and other institutions

Action 1. Regular Monitoring

·Maintaining two zones - core zone and buffer zone - and four items in physical zones, while keeping three 
parts - site, visitor and information - in management aspects

·Readjusting the checklist by paying attention to the management of stone objects and landscapes

Action 2. Adjustment of Monitoring Index Checklist
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Table 11. Monitoring indicators by area

Table 12. Monitoring indicators by item

Core zone

Buffer zone

Environment

Building

Landscape

Stonework
(stone figure, stone structure)

Vegetation

Hydrology

Soil

Conservation of  traditional vegetation, countermeasures for ecological succession of
tree species, disease and pest control, condition of vegetation, damage by animal and
natural disaster, etc.

Conservation of drainage based on Pungsu (풍수,風水) geomancy, landscape, water
pollution, etc.

Soil contamination, soil loss, etc.

Lumber hardness, species, water content, growth condition, load, vibration, ground
subsidence, storm and flood damage, physical weathering, sunlight, ultraviolet,
chemical damage, decomposition, corrosion, damage from insects (termite, fungus),
bird excrement, building interior dust, etc.

Stone quality; atmospheric environment; physical weathering; inhabitation of moss,
lichen, algae, fungus, and bacteria; stability of elevated structure; construction
material on transfer route of stress, etc.

Harmony with building sight, color, skyline; suitability to use, etc.

Monitoring zone Item Indicator

Site

Visitor

Information

Disaster prevention

Management facility

Management system

Law, regulation

Education

Promotional activity 

Visitor amenities

Visitor management

Application of areas of absolute protection, construction control, viability and
effectiveness; overall application of maintenance regulations and systems pertinent to
the site; review of the site’s maintenance plan and master plan, etc.

Organizational and managerial efficiency

Maintenance condition of superintendent’s office, storage, CCTV, and sanitary
facilities, etc.

Damage from flooding, landslides, typhoons, lightning, explosives, arson; destruction
caused by regional development, vibration, humidity control, temperature change, etc.

Circulation management, admission control management

Visitor convenience, parking facilities, general amenities, amenities for the
handicapped, etc.

Promotional efficiency through pamphlets, websites, information accuracy, etc.

Guide education and training, information service system and operation plan

Monitoring zone Item Indicator

·Appointing persons with basic knowledge and experience in world heritage among regional academics, 
cultural and civic leaders as the “Civic monitors of world heritage”

·Each cluster selecting about 10 members

·Qualifications:

- Majors of culture and history or persons with experiences in pertinent fields

- Members of organizations that can represent citizens’ views fairly

- Persons respected in regional community for their love of cultural heritage

- Representatives and members of the institutions directly or indirectly involved in world heritage projects

Action 3. Developing and Promoting Civic Monitoring Index
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Capacity Building

1. Expert Training of Site Managers

1) Overview

The CHA relies on both internal and external training institutions for development of continuing expertise

related to its mission. These internal institutions include the Korean National University of Cultural Heritage,

the Training Institute of Korean Traditional Culture and the Korea Cultural Heritage Foundation. External

educational resources include the Forest Human Resources Development Institute of the Korea Forestry Service,

the Korea Association of Cultural Property Reparation Experts, and the Korea Research Institute of Traditional

Houses and Cultural Properties.

2) Related Statistics and Data

Table 13. Specialized educational programs

Trainees

Staff in charge of landscape architecture at the 
royal tombs

Staff in charge of landscape architecture at the royal
tombs

Local government employees

Staff involved in cultural heritage repairs

Staff in charge of  cultural heritage repairs

Staff in charge of  cultural heritage repairs and
employees of the CHA

Agencies under direct management

Royal Palaces and Tombs Management Division
and local government employees

All staff at the royal tombs

Royal Palaces and Tombs Management Division and
employees of the CHA

Royal Palaces and Tombs Management Division and
employees of the CHA

Royal Palaces and Tombs Management Division and
employees of the CHA

Royal Palaces and Tombs Management Division and
employees of the CHA

Royal Palaces and Tombs Management Division and
employees of the CHA

Organizing Body

CHA

CHA

CHA

CHA

Foundation for the
Protection of Cultural

Properties

Korea Research
Institute of Traditional
Houses and Cultural

Properties 

CHA

CHA

CHA

Forest Human
Resources

Development Institute
Forest Human

Resources
Development Institute

Forest Human
Resources

Development Institute
Forest Human

Resources
Development Institute

Forest Human
Resources

Development Institute

Frequency

Twice a year

Once a year

Once a year

Once a year

Weekly

Twice a month

Twice a year

Once a year

Once a year

Once a year

Twice a month

Once a year

Twice a month

Four times a year

Program

Insect pest control education

Workshop on traditional
landscape architecture

Administrative staff training 

Specialized staff training in
cultural heritage repair 

Specialized staff training in
cultural heritage repair 

Lectures on cultural
heritage repair and

reconstruction

Cultural heritage repair and
restoration field training

Natural heritage education

Workshops on improving the
tourism environment

Certification programs in
forestry 

Forest ecosystem
management program 

Certificate program in tree
nursery operations

Forest insect pest control
program

Wildlife and potted plant
cultivation program
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3) Action Plans

·Specialization of training programs: operation of programs for architecture, traditional landscape, excavation 
and conservation science

·Training courses: basic training, intensive training, working-group and managerial courses

·Training system and operation: two phases - central training and local training

Action 1. Extending Specialized Training

·Utilization of graduates from the Korean National University of Cultural Heritage: seeking cooperation with 
the NRICH

·Continuous replenishment of technicians repairing cultural heritage

Action 2. Cultivating Custom-made Expert Manpower

·Business exchange and cooperation with the National Association of Cultural Heritage Reparation Technicians

·Technological exchange with departments on cultural heritage repairs at universities

Action 3. Technological Cooperation with Outside Manpower

Specialized training programs are provided.

On-site training for stone restoration.
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2. Crisis Management

1) Overview

The royal tombs are equipped with facilities such as a ticket office, storeroom and an office for basic

administrative junctions. In addition, facilities and systems to protect the royal tombs form disasters

are gradually being introduced. Forest fire monitoring posts and the installation of closed-circuit

television is in operation at tombs with the highest visitor counts such as the Donggureung

Cluster(E1), Yeongneung Cluster(E5) and Seolleung Cluster(M1). The overall conservation and

management plan calls for similar systems to be installed at other royal tombs.

2) Related Statistics and Data

The 40 Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty are all covered by fire insurance. Although there are

some royal tombs which do not have accident insurance, budgets will be secured to buy the accident

insurance policy for them.

Table 14. Fire Insurance Details 

Cluster Code Number of Architecture

1,741.43

1,827.16

856.25

789.91

392.17

583.88

768.77

451.97

1,546.22

1,939.61

1,041.32

411.04

564.95

12,914.68

Area(m2)

2,860,844

4,166,468

417,249

1,283,884

553,012

849,198

1,016,318

644,439

1,042,518

3,621,503

1,471,943

645,562

827,463

19,400,401

Insurable Value(USD)

462,833

708,300

70,932

215,319

67,079

117,390

172,774

109,555

177,228

435,169

250,230

106,346

140,669

3,033,824

Insured Value(USD)

760

1,133

148

300

110

176

227

158

271

809

393

144

212

4,845

Insurance Fee(USD)

E1

E2

E3

E4

E6

M1

M2

M3

M5

W1, W2, W3

W4, W5

W6

W7

Total 

29

21

15

15

9

10

9

11

13

34

26

7

11

210
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○The Directly run Maintenance Team 

The Maintenance Team repairs the

architectural structures together

with the landscapes within the tomb

areas. They not only conduct general

maintenance activities in normal

times, but also respond to

emergencies such as fires and natural

disasters. The Maintenance Team,

consisting of a Repair Team and

Landscaping Team, was first formed

in 1980 and have 37 members today.

As repair technicians they are all

experts in their own fields, and take

care of the damaged structures,

walls, stone foundations, drainage

systems, trees, forests, and insect

control.

Architect

Painter

Landscaping
worker

Mechanic

Driver

Woodworker

Stonecutter

Plasterer

Roofer

Dancheong

Traditional
landscaping worker

Plant protector

Backoe driver

Loader driver

Vehicle driver

Sector
Number of Maintenance Team Numbers

Total

2

3

1

1

1

3

1

1

1

3

17

Regular

1

1

4

3

-

9

1

1

-

-

20

Irregula

Table 16. Number of Maintenance Team Member   
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○Repairing Team

The works done by maintenance teams are as follows:

Table 17. Works of the Repairing Team in 2005

E1

E2

E3

E6

M1

M2

M3

M5

W1, W2, W3

Oe-hongsalmun

Hongsalmun in Hwireung

Chimjeon in Yureung

Jaesil in Yureung

Waiting room for interpreters

Small gate in Hongneung

Oe-jaesil of haengnangchae

Hongsalmun in Yureung

Bigak in Yureung

Jaesil in Yureung

Jaesil in Hongneung

Subokbang in Yureung

Munganchae in oe-jaesil

Gate of jaesil

Haenggak of jaesil

Office 

Subokbang

Bigak

Hongsalmun in Jeongneung

Jeongjagak in Illeung

Bigak in Illeung

Toilet in Illeung

Jeongjagak in Heolleung

Repairing visitor routes

Hongsalmun in Heolleung

Jeongjagak in Gangneung

Hongsalmun in Gangneung

Hongsalmun in Taereung

Gokjang around the burial mound

Entrance to the office

Repairing parking spots

Hongsalmun in Hyoreung

Hongsalmun in Huireung

Hongsalmun in Olleung

Cluster Code Project Name

2.14 ~ 3.25

2.14 ~ 3.25

2.14 ~ 3.25

2.14 ~ 3.25

2.14 ~ 3.25

1. 4 ~ 12

6.28 ~ 7.18

6.27 ~ 7.18

6.27 ~ 7.18

6.27 ~ 7.18

6.27 ~ 7.18

5. 4 ~ 12

5. 4 ~ 12

5.16 ~ 26

5.16 ~ 26

5.16 ~ 26

1.13 ~ 14

5.12 ~ 13

5.12

5.31 ~ 6. 7

5.31 ~ 6. 7

5.16

7.28 ~ 9.13

4.12

5.25

7.28 ~ 9.12

3.29 ~ 4.26

2. 4 ~ 13

5. 4 ~ 7

5.24

5.24

7.28 ~ 9.10

Remarks

Changing oe-hongsalmun

Changing oe-hongsalmun

Repairing roof ridge

Repairing roof

Repairing roof and door

Repairing roof and dancheong

Repairing roof

Changing hongsalmun

Repairing roof and dancheong

Repairing roof

Repairing roof

Repairing walls

Repairing roof

Repairing roof

Repairing roof

Repairing roof

Repairing roof

Repairing walls

Changing hongsalmun

Repairing stone foundation

Repairing stone foundation

Repairing toilet

Repairing stone foundation

Repairing visitor routes

Changing hongsalmun

Repairing roof

Changing hongsalmun

Changing hongsalmun

Repairing walls

Setting up doorposts

Repairing paring spots

Changing Hongsalmun

Changing Hongsalmun

Changing Hongsalmun

Works
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Table 18. Works of the Repairing Team in 2006

E1

E2

E3

M1

M2

M5

W1, W2, W3

W6

Haengnangchae of aesil

Suragan in Hongneung

Toilet in Hongneung

Ticket office

Hongsalmun in Sareung

Subokbang in Seolleung

Munganchae of jaesil

Bigak

Jeongjagak in Yereung

Hongsalmun in Hongneung

Gokjang in Huireung

Jeongjagak in Changneung

Hongsalmun in Ingneung

Hongsalmun in Changneung

Gokjang

Cluster Code Project Name

5.4~20

10.30~11.17

“

“

11.10~17

“

6.25~27

9.11~13

4.26~6.15

“

“

“

7.24

7.24~7.26

10.25~10.30

11.15~23

11.15~22

1.16~20

Remarks

Repairing walls

Repairing roof

Repairing roof

Piling up bricks

Changing hongsalmun

Repairing roof

Repairing walls

Repairing roof

Repairing walls and dancheong

Repairing walls

Repairing doors and dancheong

Repairing roof

Repairing hongsalmun

Reparing gokjang

Repairing roof

Changing Hongsalmun

Changing Hongsalmun

Repairing gokjang

Works

Table 19. Works of the Landscaping Team in 2005

E1

M1

M5

W1, W2, W3

W6

Chipping woods

Chipping woods

Managing landscapes

Managing lawns

Repairing the burial mound

Making drainage

Managing landscapes

Chipping woods

Making tour routes

Managing landscapes

Cluster Code Project Name

1.1 ~ 1.10

7.18 ~ 8.30

10

4.12 ~ 4.16

8.22 ~ 9.15

8.22 ~ 9.15

5.10 ~ 5.12

5.21 ~  5.25

“

5.6 ~ 7.15

11~12

4

Remarks

Chipping woods in the area of 200m3

Chipping woods in the area in 100m3

Selecting out dead trees

Planting lawns on the burial mound

Planting lawns on the burial mound

Making drainage around the burial mound

Planting was trees around the fence of
Myeongneung as screen trees

Chipping woods

Making tour routes of 75m

Pruning trees

Works

○Landscaping Team
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Table 20.Works of the Landscaping Team in 2006

E1

E2

E3

E4

M1

M3

M5

W1, W2, W3

W4, W5

W6

All

Chipping woods

Making tree nursery

Chipping woods

Removing damaged trees

Plating lawns

Chipping woods

Managing tree nursery

Scattering fresh earth

Managing Lawn

Repairing drainage

Preventing damage by blight and insects

Conducting research before weeding out trees

Preventing damage by blight and insects

Preventing damage by blight and insects

Pruning trees

Transplanting trees

Preventing damage by blight and insects

Weeding out trees

Preventing damage by blight and insects

Managing landscape architecture

Chipping woods

Managing lawns

Supporting examinations

Chipping woods

Repairing stone foundation

Moving fence

Preventing damage by blight and insects

Making garden of wild flowers

Selecting out weeds

Cluster Code Project Name

3.27~4.13

1.24~3.17

2.9~22

7.26~28

7.31~8.16

2.23~3.24

3.29

8.9~10

8.17

9.21~22

7.24

12.20~28

8.7

2.27/5.24

4.26~27

4.28~5.1

6.19

12.12~19

5.29

6.1~7.18

6.15~7.18
9.4~14

7.3

10.16,17,23

9.21~10.4
12.12~28

10.9~12.1

10.20~27

6.7

4.4

12.4,11

Remarks

Chipping woods

Making tree nursery

Chipping woods

Removing trees damaged by floods

Planting lawns on the burial mound

Chipping woods

Planting royal azalea in tree nursery

Scattering fresh earth

Planting lawns beneath the burial mound

Repairing drainage to prevent floods

Preventing damage by blight and insects

Conducting research before weeding out trees

Preventing damage by blight and insects

Preventing damage by blight and insects

Pruning pine trees in the art university

Transplanting zelkova in front of jeongjagak

Preventing damage by blight and insects

Weeding out trees

Preventing damage by blight and insects

Weeding out dead trees in the burial
grounds including tour routes

Chipping woods

Preventing lawn insects

Supporting examinations for repair technicians 

Chipping woods

Repairing stone foundation of stream in
front of tree nursery

Moving fence of Jangneung

Preventing damage by blight and insects

Planting wild flowers in front of office

Selecting out weeds around office

Works
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·Establishing fire-fighting and disaster prevention system

·Formulating fire-fighting plan: Formulating a basic plan and detailed implementation programs

·Fire drill : Dividing it into comprehensive demonstration drill and regional drill

Comprehensive demonstration drill

- Supervising agency: CHA (Royal Palaces and Tombs Management Division)

- Date: Either on ‘Disaster Prevention Day (May 25) or ̀ Fire-fighting Day’ (Nov. 9)

- Place: Royal Tombs Management Offices by rotation every year

- Method: In accordance with prearranged scenarios

- Content: Conducting fire-fighting, disaster-prevention activities in cooperation with related agencies

- Conducting early treatment and emergency restoration drills by mobilizing all manpower, materials and equipment available 

Regional drill

- Supervising agency: Regional Royal Tombs Management Offices and fire stations

- Date: Each office decides its own date in consultation with fire station (usually making it coincide with monthly ‘Civil Defense Day’)

- Place : Each office decides its own drill site

- Method : In accordance with prearranged scenario

- Content : Conduct a drill according to a scenario that integrates the entire process from the outbreak of accident to its clear-up

3) Action Plans

Action 1. Enhancing the Crisis Management System

·Expanding national research and development projects - research and development of state-of-the-art safety 
checkup system

·Research and development of technology for controlling damages to cultural heritage built of stone

Action 2. Purchase and Regular Checkup of Facility and Equipment

·Purchase of facility and equipment

- Modernization and sophistication of fire-fighting and disaster management facilities - research, development and popularization 

of special, multifunctional equipment

·Checkup
- Special checkup: Thawing, monsoon season, winter and in the event of accidents

- Regular checkup: Daily patrols and checku

Fire drills preparing for the dry seasons
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Action 3. Revising and Supplementing Disaster Management Manuals

·Manuals for coping with disasters affecting cultural properties

·Manuals for preventing and coping with disasters and restoring the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty

Communication

1. Sustainable Tourism

1) Overview

Data for 2006 show that approximately 2.2 million tourists visited the royal tombs (numbers unavailable for

the Sareung Cluster(E3), Olleung Cluster(W3) and Jangneung Cluster(W5)). Almost all of these were Koreans

and foreigners accounted for less than 1 percent of the total. 

Although the Royal Tombs of Joseon record fewer visitors than the royal palaces, this difference is largely

attributable to the difference in the type of cultural heritages represented, the location of the tombs in many

cases in less urbanized areas, and their topography. Nevertheless, the royal tombs ranked quite high in 2006 in

terms of visitor satisfaction, according to a survey conducted by the CHA. 

Because the tombs have beautiful landscapes composed mostly of lawns and forests, local residents frequent

them as places for exercise, recreation and enjoyment of nature. In contrast, tourists typically visit them because

of their historical and cultural value.

2) Related Statistics and Data

Table 21. Number of visitors by year  

Cluster Code

E1
E2
E4
E5
E6

M1
M2
M3
M4
M5

W1
W2
W4
W6
W7

2001

234,108
101,964
215,707
918,682
225,382

218,393
31,849

170,198
132,856
140,937

319,512
69,566
66,665
98,263

167,403

2002

199,935
102,705
200,600
737,158
212,214

239,308
28,864

152,561
161,550
154,827

264,560
42,913
59,107

163,186
141,497

2003

220,103
85,928

171,744
725,266
217,978

292,500
42,481

196,433
211,998
167,003

247,004
121,068
61,199

148,095
229,990

2004

222,861
93,213

156,050
696,402
192,356

332,096
47,143

244,440
238,527
63,110

246,531
128,198
55,660

159,867
221,918

2005

167,247
65,570

127,349
596,998
192,293

302,265
36,339

209,524
170,070
83,119

309,002
74,768
49,710
99,145

184,241

2006

139,337
59,428

110,966
430,151
140,445

272,196
36,593

178,208
250,883
66,732

294,123
51,246
40,031
94,404

183,750
Note:  Sareung Cluster (E3), Olleung Cluster (W3), and Jangreung Cluster (W5) are omitted from the table because they allow only limited visitation as

part of the protection of the vegetation at these sites. 
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Table 22. Number of Visitor Facilities in Each Cluster

Cluster Code

E1

E2

E3

E4

E5

E6

M1

M2

M3

M4

M5

W1

W2

W3

W4

W5

W6

W7

Water

Fountain

1

1

-

1

2

-

3

2

2

1

1

2

1

-

2

1

2

2

Benches

26

15

8

20

-

-

40

25

26

35

40

42

10

-

27

15

30

78

Restrooms

4

2

1

1

5

-

2

2

2

1

1

3

1

1

3

2

1

2

Water

Fountain

1

1

-

1

2

-

3

2

2

1

1

2

1

-

2

1

2

2

Vending

Machines

-

-

-

2

2

-

-

-

-

-

-

3

-

-

-

-

-

-

Bicycle

Rack

1

1

-

1

1

-

1

1

1

1

-

-

-

-

1

-

-

1

Food

Stalls

-

-

-

-

1

-

1

-

-

1

-

1

-

-

-

-

-

1

Parking

(No.of Cars/Area)

85 / 2,573m2

85 / 3,071m2

Use of traffic roads

75 / 2,667m2

200 / 8,048m2

-

51 / 1,087m2

17 / 1,785m2

70 / 1,857m2

10 / 1,185m2

87 / 1,388m2

Use of the Jaesil courtyard

Use of entrance road

-

55 / 1,484m2

100 / 3,152m2

50 / 1,584m2

81 / 3,894m2

Baby Carriage,
Wheelchairs,

Electronic
Scooters for Rent

1

1

-

1

2

-

1

1

1

1

-

1

1

-

1

-

1

1

Note:  Sareung Cluster (E3), Olleung Cluster (W3), Jangreung Cluster (W5) are omitted from the table because they allow only limited visitation as part

of the protection of the vegetation at these sites. 

Survey of Visitor Satisfaction in Palaces, Tombs, and the Three Historic Organizations
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ⅲ)State of Cleanliness 

ⅱ) Facilities for the elderly and the physically challenged

Results 

ⅰ) Overall Satisfaction 

ⅰ
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ⅳ) Maintenance State of Visitor Facilities

Action 1. Development of Cultural Contents and Tourism Products 

·Development of thematic cultural experience programs

·Development of program linking royal tombs, palaces and museums together

·Reenactment of ritual culture and ancient ways of life pertaining to the royal tomb

·Turning natural resources of the royal tombs into cultural products

·Holding contests to find out hidden stories behind the royal tombs

Action 2. Improvement of Visiting Environment

·Improving information signboards and convenience facilities

·Systematic management of visiting routes

New signboards are introduced at Changdeokgung, which will be a model for interpretation board improvements at the royal tombs
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Action 3. Establishing a Integrated Visitor Center

·To establish an integrated visitor center for the whole of the Joseon Royal Tombs, facilitating the visitors’ 
understanding of the heritage and raising awareness of the heritage value

- First Phase : Taereung Visitor Center

- Second Phase : Seooreung Visitor Center 

- Third Phase : Donggureung Visitor Center

·Explaining the history, style, formation, and layout of the Joseon Royal Tombs in a visitor friendly exhibition, 
targetted at different age groups and expertise.

Opening the tomb ground at night attract many visitors. (Seolleung, 2007)

2. Interpretation of Heritage

1) Overview

The Joseon Royal Tombs have numerous interpretation boards and leaflets within the tomb grounds to

facilitate the understanding of the heritage by the public. The interpretation materials contain information on

the history, layout, style and the surrounding environment. On-site heritage interpreters gives regular tours to

visitors. Both the information material and the heritage interpreters are available in Korean, English, Japanese

and Chinese. The interpreters are trained regularly to update their expert knowledge about the heritage and

convey the historical importance and value of the Joseon Royal Tombs as an important legacy and culture of

Korea.
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2) Related Statistics and Data

Table 23. Number of Interpretation Signs

E1. Donggureung

E2. Hongyureung

E3. Sareung

E4. Gwangneung

E5. Yeongneung

E6. Jangneung

M1. Seolleung

M2. Heolleung

M3. Taereung

M4. Jeongneung

M5. Uireung

W1. Seooreung

W2. Seosamreung

W3. Olleung

W4. Paju Samreung

W5. Jangneung

W6. Jangneung

W7. Yungneung

1

1

-

1

2

-

1

1

2

1

-

1

1

-

1

-

1

1

Cluster Code A Type Signs

-

-

1

-

0

-

-

-

1

-

1

-

-

-

-

1

-

-

B Type Signs

19

7

1

2

0

-

2

2

1

1

5

8

3

1

3

-

1

4

C Type Signs

3

-

-

3

0

-

9

3

6

4

-

9

-

-

4

-

-

-

Direction Signs

Table 24. Number of Cultural Heritage Interpreters (Available in Korean, English, Japanese and Chinese)

E1

E2

E3

E4

E5

E6

M1

M2

M3

M4

M5

W1

W2

W3

W4

W5

W6

W7

Total

Donggureung

Hongyureung 

Sareung

Gwangneung

Yeongneung

Jangneung

Seolleung

Heolleung

Taeeung

Jeongneung

Uireung

Seooreung

Seosamreung

Olleung

Paju Samreung

Jangneung

Jangneung

Yungneung

2

2

-

2

-

-

2

1

2

2

2

1

1

-

2

-

1

2

22

4

8

-

-

6

2

-

2

1

-

-

9

5

-

7

-

3

8

55

6

10

-

2

6

2

2

3

3

2

2

10

6

-

9

-

4

10
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Cluster Code Name of Cluster Cultural Heritage Interpreters
(local governments)

Senior Citizen Heritage
Guide Total
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3) Action Plans

Action 1. Training Cultural Heritage Docents

·Training and supporting volunteer docents

·Developing contests to explain the royal tombs for docents

Action 2. Expanding Cultural Heritage Education

·Operating Royal Tombs School programs for children

·Providing educational programs for adults and local residents

Action 3. Enhancing the Visitor Center’s Function and Existing Museums

·Expanding and reorganizing the National Palace Museum of Korea

·Strengthening the consercation, display, research and public relations of the relics of the Royal Family of Joseon

Docent Training Program (2007)

Taereung Visitor Center will be completed in 2009.
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Community

1. Improving Public Awareness of Heritage

1) Overview

Educational programs run by experts are held continually for visitors to the royal tombs to enhance the

understanding of the heritage values. There is also an integrated website on the Joseon Royal Tombs that opened

in 2007 to improve data accessibility of information related to the Joseon Royal Tombs.

2) Related Statistics and Data

Table 25. Events and programs provided to the public in each clusters

E1

E2

E3

E4

Donggureung

Hongyureung

Sareung 

Gwangneung

Cluster
Code Name of Cluster

-

●New Years Folk Games(Annual) 
- Lunar New Years / 500 people

●Chuseok Folk Games (Annual)
- Lunar Chuseok / 700 people 

-

-

2005

●English Interpretation
-Saturdays from May to October 
-240 Elementary Students 
-Information of Donggureung in English

●Ecology Class 
-Saturdays from May to October
-600 Elementary students 
-Information on the ecology and nature of
Donggureung

●Saturday Art Class
-Saturdays from May to October
-120 Students 
-Drawing wildflowers

●Let’s play kids!(Annual)
- 5th May / 700 Children

●Heritage Experience Program 
- 5th May / 100 people

●Children’s Day Family Participation Program
- 5th May / 300 people

●Lunar New Years and Chuseok Folk Games 

-

●Traditional Folk Games 
- New Years Day, Lunar New Years, 

Chuseok 
●Children’s Day Program

2006

●Full Moon Festival 
- 4th March / 200 Families
- Folk games and traditions

●Painting Competition 
- 5. 5. / 100 Families
- Drawing and painting competition

●Experience Ecology Class
- Sat. from May to Oct. 
- Information on the ecology and nature 

of  Donggureung

●Let’s play kids!

●Lunar New Years and Chuseok Folk 
Games

●Chrysanthemum Exhibition and Photo    
Exhibition(Oct.)

●Traditional Folk Games 
- New Years Day, Lunar New Years, Chuseok 

●Children’s Day Program

●Photo Exhibition of Gwangneung in Spring
- May
- 110 exhibit items
- Spring of Gwangneung, Past and Present of 

Gwangneung, Rites, Gwangneung Heritage 

●Gwangneung Rites Photo Exhibition 
- Oct.
- 140 exhibit items
- Four Seasons of Gwangneung, Rites in 

Gwangneung

2007
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Cluster
Code Name of Cluster 2005 2006 2007

E5

E6

M1

M2

M3

M4

Yeongneung

Jangneung

Seolleung

Heolleung

Taereung

Jeongneung

●Memorial Rituals of King Sejong 
the Great

- 15th May.(Annual)

●CommemorativeCeremony for 
the Hangeul Day

- 9th Oct.(Annual) 

●Autumn Leaves Walking Event
- 29th Oct. ~ 6th Nov.

●Danjong Cultural Festival 
(Annual)
- 200,000 visitors
- 4th ~ 6th April 2005

●Traditional Folk Games 

●Handing out Children’s Gifts

-

●Taking Care of Forests
- 914 participants

●Taking care of Traditional Pine    
Trees

- 768 participants 

-

●Memorial Rituals of King Sejong the Great

●Property Holder of Engravings, Oh Okjin     
Exhibition 

- 15th May 2006.

●The Faces of Joseon Royal Tombs
- 15th May 2006 ~ April 2007
- Photos of Stone Civil and Military Officials

●Immigrant Family Visit Program 
- 15th May 2006
- 50 participants

●Commemorative Ceremony for the   
Hangeul Day

●Danjong Cultural Festival(Annual)
- 300,000 visitors
- 5th ~ 9th April 2006

●Traditional Folk Games 

●Handing out Children’s Gifts

●Heolleung as I make it 
- 5th May (Annual)
- 224 participants
- Making tomb figures with clay, 

Ceramics Experience, Instant Photos

●Autumn Leaves Treading Event 
- Beginning of Nov.(Annual)
- 300 participants

●Taereung, Gangneung Tomb Lecture 
and Experiencing Forest Paths

- 116 participants 

●1 Family 1 Tree Planting Event
- 985 participants

●Children’s Day Festival
- 5th May 

●Stories of Royal Tombs Pungsu
- 10. 28.
- Cultural Lecture 

●In the autumn of Jeongneung
- 11.11 ~ 18
- Instant photos 

●Memorial Rituals of King Sejong the Great

●Traditional Art Crafts Exhibition
- 15th ~ 20th May 2007

●Sharing Literature Event
- 18th ~ 19th May 2007

●Youth Cultural Heritage Experience Class
- 17th ~ 18th Aug. 2007
- 44 participants

●Commemorative Ceremony for the 
Hangeul Day 

●Immigrant Family Visit Program
- 10th Nov. 2007
- 46 participants

●Intangible Heritage Performance 
- Every Sun. of Nov.
- 7,558 audience

●Danjong Cultural Festival (Annual)
- 550,000 visitors
- 27th-29th April 2007

●Traces of King Seongjong
- Oct. / 300 visitors

●Moonlight Royal Tombs
- Oct. / 200 visitors

●Autumn Scenery Drawing Competition
- Nov. / 200 participants

●Traditional Folk Games 

●Handing out Children’s Gifts

●Royal Tombs School of Heonilleung
- Every Saturday(Annual)
- 400 participants 
- Indoor lectures on royal tombs, 
exploring royal tombs, volunteer works 

●Heolleung as I make it

●Autumn Leaves Treading Event

●Children’s Day Festival
- 5th May

●First Full Moon Festival 
- Making traditional rice cakes

●Children’s Day Festival
- 5th May 
- Handing out Jeongneung handkerchiefs 

●Collection of Old Photos of Jeongneung
- 15th March ~ 15th April

●Jeongneung Photo Exhibition
- 12th May ~ 10th June

●Jeongneung Family Composition Contest
- 27th Oct. / 158 participants

●Photo Exhibition of Jeongneung Heritage
- 20th Nov.~ 9th Dec.
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Cluster
Code Name of Cluster 2005 2006 2007

M5

W1

W2

W3

W4

W5

W6

W7

Uireung

Seooreung

Seosamreung

Olleung

Paju Samreung

Jangneung

Jangneung

Yungneung

●Traditional Folk Games
- Lunar New Years, Chuseouk

●Traditional Folk Games 
- Lunar New Years, Chuseok

-

-

-

-

●Handing out Songpyeon in 
Chuseok 

- 50 participants 

-

●Children’s Day Festival
- 5th May 
- 2500 participants/ Annual
●Autumn Culture Event
- Pungsu Story
- 300 participants 

●Traditional Folk Games 
- Lunar New Years, First Full Moon, Chuseok

●Children’s Day Festival
- 5th May 
- Balloon arts, Royal Tombs Lectures, 

Quizzes, Handing out T-shirts

●Seooreung Culture Class
- May ~ Oct. / 500 participants
- Royal Tomb stories, Forest Stories

●Observing grasshoppers in royal tombs forest
- Sept. ~ Oct. / 200 participants
- Royal Tomb stories, Forest Stories

●Treading autumn leaves 
- 5thOct. ~ 8th Nov.

-

-

●Grass Treading 
- 9th May 2006
- 200 participants 
- Exploring royal tombs with Heritage    

Interpreters and treading the grass in    
the tomb grounds

●Children’s Environmental Arts Contest
- 9th May 2006
- 1,200 participants

●Saving Gongsunyeongneung following 
flowers and grass

- 7thOct. 2006
- 500 participants 

-

●Jangneung historic culture and 
environment experience

- 100 participants 

●Traditional Folk Games 
- Lunar New Years, First Full Moon, Chuseok 

●Children’s Day Festival 

●Filial Piety Culture Experience
- 26th July ~ 26th Aug.
-Interpretation of Yunggeolleung and 
stories of King Jeongjo

●Leaves Treading Event 
- 24th Oct. ~ 20th Nov.
- Walking in Oak Tree Forests, Explaining 

Jeongjo’s procession to royal tombs

●Autumn Story Culture Event
- 200 participants 

●Traditional Folk Games 
- Lunar New Years, First Full Moon,
Chuseok 

●Children’s Day Festival
- 5th May 
- Making books, reading storybooks

●Seooreung Culture Class
- May-Nov. / 600 participants
- Royal Tomb stories, Forest Stories

●Treading autumn leaves

-

-

●Gongsunyeongneung Forest Stories
- 10th July ~20th Aug.
- 150 participants
- Forest and Environment Studies in 

Gongsunyeongneung

●Saving Gongsunyeongneung following 
flowers and grass

- 6th Oct. 2007
- 500 participants 

-

●One day Nature Experience
- 100 participants 

●Traditional Lotus Cuisine Experience
- 150 participants 

●Traditional Folk Games 
- Lunar New Years, First Full Moon, Chuseok

●Children’s Day Festival

●Filial Piety Culture Experience
- 28th Jul. ~ 25th Aug.
- Drawing faces of ancestors, giving out 

250 crayon sets

●Leaves Treading Event
- 27th Oct. ~ 20th Nov.
- Walking through autumn leaves, 

explaining Jeongjo’s procession to 
royal tombs
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Children’s Day Festival in Paju Samreung Children’s Day Festival in Paju Samreung

Heolleung As I Make It Event Memorial Rituals of King Sejong the Great on Hangeul Day in
Yeongneung

3) Action Plans

Action 1. Promoting Public Relations

·Online Promotion

- Expanding and revising the Internet Webpage of the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty: Portal site for royal tombs, 

individual royal tomb sites
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Publishing pictorial books of the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty (Korean, English)

Integrated website for the Joseon Royal Tombs has been installed.

·Offline Promotion

- Publishing pictorial books of the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty (Korean, English)

- Publishing tourist maps of the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty



83

·Brochures for individual royal tombs (Korean, English, Japanese, Chinese)
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Action 2. Activating Cultural Heritage Interpreters to Improve Public Understanding of Cultural Heritage

·Diversifying cultural heritage interpreters to provide customized interpretation service

- Providing regular tours, irregular tours upon request and specific theme-based tours

·Inviting professional experts to give lectures and talks on the royal tombs to the public

Action 3. Expanding Extra Curricular Activities in Schools

·Developing a variety of cultural contents for the children to utilize in the studies of the royal tombs

·Publish a teacher’s guide in teaching the values of the royal tombs’ heritage values

2. Invigorating Community Participation

1) Overview

Cultural events related to education and public relations events in support of the tombs have been modernized

to convey the tangible and intangible assets of the royal tombs. Storytelling, ecological demonstrations picnics in

the spring amid the blossoms and in the fall amid the autumnal colors, woodland walks among the fallen leaves

and essay contests are all examples of event provided and sponsored throughout the year at the royal tombs.

Commemorative and celebrative events are also held to mark traditional festivals, national holidays and special

occasions. 

There are also programs such as “Be a Guardian for Our Royal Tomb,”  “One Heritage, One Guardian”

encourages the participation of individuals, families and private corporations in the management and guarding

of cultural heritage.

2) Related Statistics and Data

Contents

Rituals organized by the Bonghyanghoe Society and the
CHA (Cf. 8.c Bonghyanghoe by royal tombs for dates)

Walks along forest trails to experience the woodlands
Ecology classes
Walking amid the fallen leaves of autumn
Planting of one pine tree per family events with citizens
Photo exhibition on the royal tombs
Cultural heritage events and instruction
Lectures on history and culture, including the pungsu of
the Joseon Royal tombs
Cultural events to convey the concept of filial piety
Royal tombs school

Traditional folk games on Lunar New Year’s Day
Traditional folk games on Chuseok  (Full Moon Day)
Daeboreum events held on the First Full Moon Day
Geonwon Cultural and Art Festival
Festival commemorating the birthday of King Sejong 
Open festival for sharing literature 
Hangeul (Korean) day events
King Danjong cultural festival

Period

Throughout the year (the
death anniversaries observed

as specific to each tomb)

May to October 
May to November

October to November
April

Irregular
May

Irregular

July to August

all the year

Lunar New Year’s Day
15th day of the 8th lunar month
15th day of the first lunar month

May
May
May 

October
April

Tomb

All tombs

E1, E3, E4, W4

E1, W6
All tombs

E3
M4, M5, E5
All tombs 

M1, M4, M5

W7

M2

All tombs
All tombs
All tombs

E1
E5
E5
E5
E6

Themes

Rituals

Education and
promotion

Ceremonies

Table 26. Thematic cultural events
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The One Heritage One Guardian Campaign was started through the cooperation between the

public and the private. The campaign is intended to promote public participation in the protection

of cultural heritage and to enable ordinary citizens to enjoy cultural properties. 

People participate in the cultural campaign as a family, cooperation, or public organization. Their

activities are as follows:

A. Cleaning the area around cultural heritage 

B. Monitoring cultural heritage 

C. Promoting cultural heritage 

D. Maintaining cultural heritage and its auxiliary structures 

E. Patrolling cultural heritage 

F. Providing technical support 

G. Supporting cultural heritage-related organizations 

H. Holding study groups and conducting cultural researches

The One Heritage One Guardian Campaign kicked off in November, 2004. A number of families,

schools, and civic organizations have participated in the campaign. The current status of

participation is shown in Table 27.

The One Heritage One Guardian Campaign section in the website of the CHA

(http://www.cha.go.kr) provides information on what campaign participants did and what their

achievements are. Guardians for each heritage form an online community, which enables them to

share information in real time and to promote cooperation between them.

One Heritage One Guardian Campaign 

Table 27. Participation Status of the One Heritage One Guardian Campaign (2004.11~ 2007.6)

Individual

788 cases
(697 people)

Family

316 cases
(1,023 people)

Groups and
Corporations

326 cases
(43,867 people)

Agreements with
Corporations

23

Participants

Number of
Participation Cases
(Number of Participants)

Guardians on the field -> Inputting their activity results into the computer -> Managing their activity results online
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Table 28. Application process to become cultural guardian, and their activities

Application

Reception

Consultation

Notification

Selecting the cultural heritage to be guarded and submitting application

At the One Heritage One Guardian Movement section of the CHA website (www.cha.go.kr)

Consulting with the owners of the cultural heritage on the activities of guardians

After the application is checked, the applicant is notified.

Application

/Notification 

Phase

Education

Appointment

Applicant being provided with basic education about cultural heritage

Applicant being appointed as heritage guardian and provided with the activity manual

Education

/Appointment

Phase

Conducting Activities

Process Management

Conducting activities in accordance with the manual

Recording the results of activities on the website (www.cha.go.kr)

Activity

/Management

Phase

▼

▼

▼

▼

▼

▼

▼

3) Action Plans 

·Vitalizing the “One Heritage One Guardian” campaign 

- Development, management and operational support of volunteer service programs by individuals, families, schools and other 
organizations for individual royal tombs 

Action 1. Invigorating and Supporting ‘Royal Tomb Guardian’ Program

·Conducting cultural heritage protection campaigns utilizing corporate characteristics and images

- Signing of business agreement with companies involved in the conservation and management of the Royal Tombs of the Joseon
Dynasty 

Actively engaging schools to participate in related programs  Weeding of plants between stones on the worship road by Heritage Guardians
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Lawn Mowing Workshop with Hanhwa Resort Heritage Guardians

·Promoting public participation through various events at the royal tombs 

·Reflecting public opinions by holding debates with local citizens

Action 2. Facilitating the participation in the local level 

Credibility 

1. Converging tangible and intangible elements for the integrity of the cultural heritage

1) Overview

Royal ancestral rites are conducted in accordance with Confucian principles and historic traditions. The rites

were a means to strengthen social solidarity by promoting filial piety. The ritual services combined with the

tangible heritage of the Joseon Royal Tombs enhance integrity, authenticity, and credibility of the royal tombs.

Through the research and study of relevant historic materials ensures the originality of the heritage value.

2) Related Statistics and Data 

Royal ancestral rites are conducted in accordance with Confucian principles and historic traditions. The rites

were a means to strengthen social solidarity by promoting filial piety. The ritual services combined with the

tangible heritage of the Joseon Royal Tombs enhance integrity, authenticity, and credibility of the royal tombs.

Through the research and study of relevant historic materials ensures the originality of the heritage value.

Table 29. Studies and research conducted on the intangible aspects of the royal tombs 

Title of Study 

Formal dresses and order of Joseon Dynasty's Ceremonial Occasions

Understanding of Jongmyo Jeryeak and Learning Methods of Appreciations 

Arrangements of Offerings on Ritual Tables of Joseon Dynasty Rites  

Production of Ritual Vessels 

The cosmic dual forces and five primary element conceptions reflected in the ritual music of Munmyo

Transitions in ritual musics from Goryeo Dynasty's Taemyo to Joseon Dynasty's Jongmyo 

Records of Ilmu Dance in the Annals of the Joseon Dynasty 

Regional Characteristics of Korean Ritual Culture 

Musical Ideologies shown in Jongmyo Jeryeak (Jongmyo Ritual Music)

Contemporary interpretation of traditional rituals 

Study of Jongmyo Ilmu Dance 

Year

2006 

2006

2006

2005

2005

2005

2005

2002

2002

2002

2000
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2. Documentation and Archives

1) Overview

The collection and maintenance of data and materials related with the history, preservation of the Royal Tombs

of the Joseon Dynasty contributes to the policy-making for the conservation and supports academic research.

The Annals of the Joseon Dynasty, Uigwe (Royal Protocols of the Joseon Dynasty) are mostly translated into the

modern Korean language and is digitalized with access available via the internet. Access to online services and

together with the documents and data will be provided at the proposed visitor centers. 

3) Action Plans

·Establishing the database for ritual services along with restoring the original form of architectural structures

·Holding open discussions on tangible and intangible cultural heritage

Action 1. Conducting Research on History by Restoring both Architectural Structures and Ancestral Rites 
of the Royal Tombs 

Action 2. Restoring the Overall Royal Culture of Korea by Connecting the Major Elements Consisting the Tombs 
and Funeral C ulture

·Analyzing the elements of royal tomb culture 

·Analyzing the relations between the elements of royal tomb culture

Cluster
Code

Date of worship
(day/mo)

E1

E2

E3

E4

E5

E6

C1

C2

27/06
first Sunday of June
16/03
26/08(lunar)
18/08(lunar)
first Sunday of March
22/04
third Sunday of March
third Sunday of April

21/01(K), 08/10(Q)
25/04

last wednesday of March

08/09(lunar)

08/04(K), 28/04(Q)
23/06

03/10

24/12(K, lunar), 22/08(Q, lunar)
09/12

08/06(K), 27/08(Q)
20/10

Cluster
Code

01
05
19
21
23
27
28
32
40

34
35

07

08

04
22

06

11
13

03
31

Cluster
Code

Date of worship
(day/mo)

C3

C4

C5

W1

W2

W3

W4

W5

W6

W7

16/05
fourth Sunday of April

23/09

25/08(lunar)

16/04
13/05
01/11
03/04
29/09

26/03
fourth Wednesday of September
first Sunday of October

06/01

third Sunday of October
09/05
19/09

17/06

05/10

second Sunday of April
first Sunday of June

Cluster
Code

16
18

02

26

09
24
25
29
36

15
17
33

14

10
12
39

20

37

38
30
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2) Related Statistics and Data 

Documents relating to the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty include uigwe, neungji, and wangreungdo. Uigwe

is a historical chronicle of the royal family as the main subject whereas neungji and wangneungdo are

documented data from the tomb site to manage the tomb and research on the actual condition of the royal

family. The types of uigwe vary. Those relating to the royal family include Salleungdogam Uigwe documenting the

procedure of building the tombs of kings and queens, Cheolleungdogam Uigwe recording the process of moving a

tomb, Bongneungdogam Uigwe documenting the course of events of a tomb (myo, won) promoted to the status of a

royal tomb, Sangsidogam Uigwe granting a posthumous title of a king upon his death, Sugaedogam Uigwe

recording the procedure of repairing stone figures or structures of a royal tomb, Chubaedogam Uigwe

documenting the process of adding stone figures to a royal tomb, Yeonggeondogam Uigwe recording the procedure

of erecting a tombstone on a royal tomb, and Jungsudogam Uigwe documenting the repair record of structures. 

Currently, Kyujanggak of the Seoul National University has the greatest number of collection of uigwe. Other

uigwe are kept in the Jangseogak of the Academy of Korean Studies, Korean University Museum, Paris National

Library of France, Kunaicho (Gungnaecheong) of Japan and the British Museum. 

Neungji is a document to manage and research the actual condition of royal tombs. The total of 61 neungji for

the royal tombs are currently left. The documents are kept in various organizations such as Kyujanggak, the

Jangseogak, the National Cultural Properties Research Institute, and the National Library of Korea. These

organizations have the documents in the form of microfilm. Wangneungdo is a painting of the royal tomb of

which purpose as to commemorate and record the formation of royal tombs. They were drawn often whenever

there was a change to a royal tomb. Commonly, three copies of wangneungdo were produced and kept. It is

assumed that all the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty would have wangneungdo. However, only a few

currently remains. The remaining wangneungdo related to the Royal tombs of the Joseon Dynasty include

Gongneung (10), Sulleung (12), Jangneung (20), Myeongneung (24), and Yeongneung(39).
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Historic documents translated into modern Korean language.

Action 2. Online Systematization of Database

·Forming an infrastructure for records management on comprehensive CHA 
and turning administrative records into a database

·Upgrading computerized administration of cultural heritage 

·Working out systems to standardize, institutionalize and utilize the recording projects of the Royal Tombs 
of the Joseon Dynasty.

Action 1. Compiling Classical Records and Audiovisual Materials

3) Action Plans

·Securing old records, including neungji and uigwe, relating to the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty, 
translating them into modern language(in cooperation with NRICH), and digitalizing the material  
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Budget Allocation

Personnel Expenses Administrative Costs

Conservation of Architectire and Landscape

Visitor Facilities and Developing Tourism Contents

Operating the Traditional Tree Nursery

Maintenance Cost

Total

2009

2,850,000

15,000,000

8,000,000

1,500,000

6,500,000

33,850,000

2010

3,000,000

18,000,000

10,000,000

1,800,000

7,000,000

39,800,000

2011

4,200,000

24,000,000

14,000,000

2,300,000

7,800,000

52,300,000

(Unit : USD)

Part V. Indicative Budget
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Appendix A. Related Laws and Decrees (excerpts)

11.. TThhee CCuullttuurraall HHeerriittaaggee PPrrootteeccttiioonn AAcctt 
[Wholly Amended by Act No. 8346, Apr. 11, 2007]

CHAPTER 1: GENERAL PROVISIONS

AArrttiiccllee 11 ((PPuurrppoossee))

The purpose of this Act is to promote the cultural enhancement of the people and to

contribute to the development of human culture by transmitting national culture through the

preservation of cultural heritage and enabling their utilization.

AArrttiiccllee 22 ((DDeeffiinniittiioonnss))

(1) For the purpose of this Act, the term “cultural heritage” means national, ethnic, and

global legacies of great historical, artistic, academic, or scenic value which have been formed

either artificially or naturally, and fall under any of the following subparagraphs:

...

3. Monuments: Those specified in the following items:

(a) Historic sites of great historical or academic value, such as temple sites, ancient tombs,

shell mounds, ruins of fortresses, palace sites, pottery kiln sites, or relic-bearing strata and

monumental facilities;

...

(2) For the purpose of this Act, the term “designated cultural heritage” means the following: 

1. State-designated cultural heritage: Cultural heritage designated by the Administrator of

the Cultural Heritage Administration pursuant to Articles 5 through 8;

...

(3) For the purpose of this Act, the term “protected zone” means, in case where any tangible

object fixed to the ground or a specific area has been designated as a cultural heritage, any

zone designated to protect the relevant cultural heritage, excluding the area occupied by the

cultural heritage. 

AArrttiiccllee 33 ((BBaassiicc PPrriinncciippllee ooff CCuullttuurraall HHeerriittaaggee PPrrootteeccttiioonn))

The basic principle of the conservation, management, and utilization of any cultural heritage

shall be to preserve them in their original forms.

AArrttiiccllee 44 ((EEssttaabblliisshhmmeenntt ooff CCuullttuurraall HHeerriittaaggee CCoommmmiitttteeee)) 

(1) The Cultural Heritage Committee shall be established within the Cultural Heritage

Administration in order to investigate and deliberate on the following matters pertaining to
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the conservation, management, and utilization of cultural heritage:

1. Designation of State-designated cultural heritage and cancellation thereof;

2. Designation of protected objects or protected zones of State-designated cultural heritage 

and cancellation thereof;

3. Recognition of holders, honorary holders, or holding organizations of important intangible 

cultural heritage, and cancellation thereof;

4. Orders for major repairs to and rehabilitation of State-designated cultural heritage;

5. Permission for any alteration to the existing state of State-designated cultural heritage or 

for taking them out of the country;

6. Orders for restriction or prohibition on activities, or orders for installation, removal,   

relocation, etc. of facilities in order to preserve the environment of State-designated     

cultural heritage;

...

9. Matters deemed important among professional or technical matters related to the 

conservation, management or utilization of State-designated cultural heritage;

CHAPTER 2: STATE-DESIGNATED CULTURAL HERITAGE

SSEECCTTIIOONN 11:: DDEESSIIGGNNAATTIIOONN

AArrttiiccllee 77 ((DDeessiiggnnaattiioonn ooff HHiissttoorriicc SSiitteess,, SScceenniicc SSiitteess,, aanndd NNaattuurraall MMoonnuummeennttss)) 

The Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration may designate monuments deemed

important as historic sites, scenic sites or natural monuments, after deliberation by the

Cultural Heritage Committee.

AArrttiiccllee 99 ((DDeessiiggnnaattiioonn ooff PPrrootteecctteedd OObbjjeeccttss oorr PPrrootteecctteedd ZZoonneess)) 

(1) In making a designation pursuant to Article 5, 7 or 8, the Administrator of the Cultural

Heritage Administration may designate protected objects or protected zones, if it is especially

necessary to protect such cultural heritage. 

(2) When the Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration has designated protected

objects or protected zones pursuant to paragraph (1), he/she shall examine the

appropriateness of such designations at regular intervals. 

(3) Necessary matters concerning matters subject to examination, etc. under paragraph (2)

shall be prescribed by the Ordinance of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism.

SSEECCTTIIOONN 22:: MMAANNAAGGEEMMEENNTT AANNDD PPRROOTTEECCTTIIOONN

AArrttiiccllee 1155 ((FFoorrmmuullaattiioonn ooff PPllaannss ffoorr PPrreesseerrvvaattiioonn,, MMaannaaggeemmeenntt aanndd UUttiilliizzaattiioonn ooff CCuullttuurraall HHeerriittaaggee)) 

(1) The Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration may formulate basic plans for
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the preservation, management, and utilization of State-designated cultural heritage through

consultation with the Mayors/Provincial Governors. 

(2) When the Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration has formulated the basic

plans referred to in paragraph (1), he/she shall notify the Mayors/Provincial Governors

thereof, and the Mayors/Provincial Governors shall formulate and implement detailed

implementation plans in compliance with such basic plans.

AArrttiiccllee 1177 ((RReeppaaiirrss,, eettcc..)) 

(1) If the owner of a State-designated cultural heritage (or managing organization, where a

managing organization has been designated) intends to repair the cultural heritage, the owner

shall have the cultural heritage repaired by such repair engineers, repair technicians, or

cultural heritage repair business operators as are registered with the Mayor/Provincial

Governor under Article 22, 26 or 27 (hereinafter referred to as the "cultural heritage repair

engineers, etc.”): Provided, That this requirement shall not apply to minor repairs that do not

affect the preservation of such cultural heritage.

AArrttiiccllee 1188 ((CCuullttuurraall HHeerriittaaggee RReeppaaiirr EEnnggiinneeeerr)) 

(1) Cultural heritage repair engineers shall be in charge of technical affairs concerning

repairs to State-designated cultural heritage, and direct and supervise the work of cultural

heritage repair technicians. 

(2) Any person who intends to become a cultural heritage repair engineer (hereinafter

referred to as “repair engineer”) shall pass the qualification examination for cultural heritage

repair engineers in the relevant technical field. In this case, any person who intends to sit for

the qualification examination for repair engineers in charge of survey and drafting of design

documents for repair of cultural heritage shall be a person qualified to practice as an

architect under the Certified Architects Act.

AArrttiiccllee 2244 ((CCuullttuurraall HHeerriittaaggee RReeppaaiirr TTeecchhnniicciiaann)) 

(1) Cultural heritage repair technicians shall be in charge of affairs concerning repair of State-

designated cultural heritage under the supervision of cultural heritage repair engineers. 

(2) Any person who intends to become a cultural heritage repair technician (hereinafter

referred to as “repair technician”) shall pass the qualification examination for cultural

heritage repair technicians in the relevant skill field.

AArrttiiccllee 3333 ((PPrreeppaarraattiioonn aanndd RReetteennttiioonn ooff RReeccoorrddss)) 

(1) The Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration, the relevant heads of Si/Gun/Gu

and managing organizations shall prepare and retain records regarding the preservation and

management of, and alterations to, etc. of the State-designated cultural heritage under their

jurisdictions. 

(2) If deemed necessary for the preservation and management of a State-designated cultural
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heritage, the Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration may assign any person or

research institution with specialized knowledge of cultural heritage to prepare records on

such State-designated cultural heritage.

AArrttiiccllee 3344 ((MMaatttteerrss SSuubbjjeecctt ttoo PPeerrmmiissssiioonn)) 

Any person who intends to perform the activities falling under any of the following

subparagraphs on a State-designated cultural heritage shall obtain permission from the

Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration as prescribed by the Presidential

Decree. The same shall also apply to any alteration to the permitted matters.

1. Capturing or harvesting animals, plants or minerals within any area that has been

designated or provisionally designated as a scenic site or natural monument, or within its

protected zone, or carrying them out of such an area or zone; 

2. Making a rubbed copy or photo print of a State-designated cultural heritage, or taking any

photograph that may affect the preservation thereof; or 

3. Any activities that alter the existing state (including sampling or mounting of natural

monuments) of any State-designated cultural heritage (including protected objects and

protected zones, and any dead ones among natural monuments), or any acts that may affect

the preservation thereof, which are prescribed by the Presidential Decree.

AArrttiiccllee 3377 ((AAddmmiinniissttrraattiivvee OOrrddeerrss)) 

(1) If deemed necessary for the management and protection of State-designated cultural

heritage (including their protected objects and protected zones; hereafter in the Article, the

same shall apply), the Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration and the head of

the local government may issue the following orders: 

1. Restriction of specific activities to the owner, holder, manager or managing organization of

such cultural heritage, if the situation for managing a State-designated cultural heritage is

deemed inadequate for the preservation of such cultural heritage, or if it is deemed

especially necessary;

2. Repair and other necessary installation of facilities or removal of obstacles to the owner,

holder, manager or managing organization of any State-designated cultural heritage; 

AArrttiiccllee 3388 ((MMaatttteerrss ttoo bbee RReeppoorrtteedd)) 

The owners, holders, managers or managing organizations of State-designated cultural

heritage (including their protected objects and protected zones; hereafter in the Article, the

same shall apply) shall, if any situation falling under any of the following subparagraphs

occurs in regard to the relevant cultural heritage, file a report on the facts and

circumstances with the Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration, as prescribed

by the Presidential Decree: Provided, That such report shall be filed with the joint signatures

of the owner and the manager in the case of subparagraph 1, and with the joint signatures of

the new and old owners in the case of subparagraph 2, respectively:
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1. When the manager is appointed or dismissed;

2. When there is any change in the owner of a State-designated cultural heritage;

3. When there is any change in the name or address of the owner, holder or manager;

4. When there is any change in the name, parcel number, land-use category or area of the

site where a State-designated cultural heritage is located; 

5. When the place of custody has been changed;

6. When a State-designated cultural heritage has been lost, stolen, destroyed or damaged;

7. When any cultural heritage that had been taken out of the country with permission under 

Article 34 (1) or the proviso of Article 35 (1) has been brought back into the country; 

8. When alteration to the existing state of any cultural heritage or any other act, for which

permission (including modified permission) has been granted, provided under Article 34 (3)

has been started or completed ; or

9. When a species of animal or plant is designated as a natural monument and when any

person has been in possession of a sample or mount of such animal or plant before the date

of such designation. 

AArrttiiccllee 3399 ((SSuubbssiiddiieess)) 

(1) The State may grant a subsidy to cover whole or part of the following expenses:

1. Expenses required for the management of any cultural heritage by any managing

organization under Article 16 (1);

2. Expenses required for implementing such measures as specified in any of the

subparagraphs of Article 37 (1);

3. Expenses required for the management, protection, repair or preparation of records of a

State-designated cultural heritage other than those under paragraphs (1) and (2); and

4. Expenses required for the protection and promotion of important intangible cultural

heritage.

(2) In cases where a subsidy has been granted under paragraph (1), the Administrator of the

Cultural Heritage Administration may supervise any repairs and other works on the cultural

heritage. 

(3) Any subsidies under paragraph (1) 2 through 4 shall be delivered through the

Mayor/Provincial Governor, and managed and used pursuant to his/her directions: Provided,

That the same shall not apply in cases where the Administrator of the Cultural Heritage

Administration deems it necessary.

AArrttiiccllee 4411 ((EExxppeennsseess ttoo bbee BBoorrnnee bbyy LLooccaall GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt)) 

The local government may bear or subsidize the expenses required for the management,

protection or repair of the State-designated cultural heritage that is located within its

jurisdictional boundaries but not in its possession nor under its management.
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SSEECCTTIIOONN 33:: PPUUBBLLIICC AACCCCEESSSS

AArrttiiccllee 4433 ((PPuubblliicc AAcccceessss,, eettcc.. ttoo SSttaattee--ddeessiiggnnaatteedd CCuullttuurraall HHeerriittaaggee)) 

(1) Except where public access is restricted to such cultural heritage under paragraph (2),

State-designated cultural heritage shall be open to the public unless there are special

circumstances.

(2) If deemed necessary to preserve any State-designated cultural heritage and to prevent it

from any damage, the Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration may restrict

public access to whole or part of the relevant cultural heritage.

SSEECCTTIIOONN 44:: IINNVVEESSTTIIGGAATTIIOONNSS 

AArrttiiccllee 4455 ((RRoouuttiinnee IInnvveessttiiggaattiioonnss)) 

(1) The Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration shall regularly investigate the

existing state, management and repair of any State-designated cultural heritage and other

situations such as environmental preservation. 

(2) When a more in-depth investigation is deemed necessary after such routine investigation

under paragraph (1), the Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration may charge

public officials under his/her control to investigate the relevant State-designated cultural

heritage.

CHAPTER 7: SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS

AArrttiiccllee 8888 ((PPrreevveennttiioonn ooff FFiirree,, eettcc..)) 

(1) The Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration and the Mayor/Provincial

Governor shall devise and implement measures necessary for the prevention of fire at the

designated cultural heritages and the installation of fire extinguishing equipment. 

(2) The owner, etc. of a designated cultural heritage shall endeavor to install a fire

extinguishing system, alarm system, and water system for firefighting (hereinafter referred

to as the “ fire extinguishing system, etc.” in this Article) under the Act on the Establishment

and Maintenance of Firefighting Facilities and Safety Management at the location or place of

custody of the said designated cultural heritage or the relevant designated cultural heritage,

etc. as prescribed in the Presidential Decree, in order to prevent and extinguish fire on the

said designated cultural heritage under his/her ownership or management. 

(3) When the owner, etc. installs the fire extinguishing system, etc. under paragraph (2), the

State or local government may grant a subsidy to cover the whole or part of the required

expenses within the budget limits.  
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AArrttiiccllee 8899 ((TTrraaiinniinngg ooff SSppeecciiaalliizzeedd MMaannppoowweerr ffoorr PPrrootteeccttiioonn,, MMaannaaggeemmeenntt,, RReeppaaiirr,, eettcc.. ooff

CCuullttuurraall HHeerriittaaggee))

(1) The Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration may train specialized

manpower for the protection, management, repair, etc. of cultural heritage. 

(2) When the Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration deems it necessary for

training the specialized manpower under paragraph (1), he/she may grant them

scholarships.

AArrttiiccllee 9900 ((PPrrootteeccttiioonn ooff CCuullttuurraall HHeerriittaaggee dduurriinngg CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn WWoorrkkss))

(1) When there exists a concern over any damage, demolition or submergence of cultural

heritage due to construction works, or when deemed necessary to protect the scenery

around the cultural heritage, the implementer of such construction works shall take the

required measures pursuant to the instructions of the Administrator of the Cultural Heritage

Administration. In this case, any expenses required for such measures shall be borne by the

implementer of relevant construction works. 

(2) With regard to construction works within the area set by the Municipal/Provincial

Ordinance under consultation between the Mayor/Provincial Governor and the Administrator

of the Cultural Heritage Administration, which are to be implemented in the outer area of any

cultural heritage’s outer block boundary (referring to the boundary of the protected zone in

case where a protected zone is designated), the relevant administrative agency shall examine

whether or not implementing such construction works affects the preservation of the cultural

heritage, before granting its authorization or permission for the relevant construction works. 

AArrttiiccllee 9933 ((PPrrootteeccttiioonn ooff CCuullttuurraall HHeerriittaaggee iinn DDeevveellooppmmeenntt PPrroojjeeccttss))

In cases where the State and local governments plan and execute various development

projects, they shall endeavor to keep cultural heritage (including the protected objects and

protected zones) from being damaged.

AArrttiiccllee 9955 ((SSuuppppoorrtt aanndd PPrroommoottiioonn ooff PPrrootteeccttiivvee OOrrggaanniizzaattiioonnss ffoorr CCuullttuurraall HHeerriittaaggee))

When the Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration deems it necessary for the

protection, preservation, dissemination, and enhancement of cultural heritage, he/she may

support and promote any organization related thereto. 

AArrttiiccllee 9966 ((EEssttaabblliisshhmmeenntt ooff tthhee KKoorreeaa CCuullttuurraall HHeerriittaaggee FFoouunnddaattiioonn))

(1) The Korea Cultural Heritage Foundation (hereinafter referred to as the “Cultural Heritage

Foundation”) shall be established under the jurisdiction of the Cultural Heritage

Administration for the purpose of protection, preservation, dissemination, and enhancement

of cultural heritage and the promotion of traditional arts and culture.
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AArrttiiccllee 9988 ((RReeggiissttrraattiioonn aanndd PPrrootteeccttiioonn ooff WWoorrlldd HHeerriittaaggee))

(1) The Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration may file with the World

Heritage Committee of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

(UNESCO) an application for registration as World Heritage the cultural and natural heritage

having significant universal values for mankind under Article 11 of the Convention

Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage. In this case, when

intending to file an application for the registration of a natural heritage as World Heritage,

he/she shall hold a consultation with the head of the related central administrative agency. 

(2) The Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration shall actively strive to

implement projects for the preservation of human cultural heritage and for overseas

enhancement of cultural heritage, including inscription on the Memory of the World register,

and the selection of Masterpieces of Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity, etc. 

(3) The State or local governments shall maintain and manage the cultural heritages

registered or selected as World Heritage, Memory of the World, and Masterpieces of Oral and

Intangible Heritage of Humanity under paragraphs (1) and (2) (hereinafter referred to as the

“registered World Heritage, etc.”) pursuant to their division according to nature, from the

time of their registration or selection, and in correspondence with State-designated cultural

heritage as designated by the provisions of Articles 5 through 8; and the Administrator of the

Cultural Heritage Administration may, as prescribed by the Presidential Decree, may order

measures to be taken concerning any person who commits acts that may affect the World

Heritage and its surrounding scenery, as required for the protection of the World Heritage

and its surrounding scenery.

AArrttiiccllee 9999 ((RReellaattiioonn wwiitthh OOtthheerr AAccttss))

...

(3) Where such areas belong to the urban areas under subparagraph 1 of Article 6 of the

National Land Planning and Utilization Act, as have been designated as State-designated

cultural heritage or City/Province-designated cultural heritage under Article 5, 7 through 9,

or 71 (1), or as have been designated or published as their protected objects or protected

zones, they shall be deemed to have been designated or published as preservation districts

under Article 37 (1) 6 of the same Act.

22.. EEnnffoorrcceemmeenntt DDeeccrreeee ooff tthhee CCuullttuurraall HHeerriittaaggee PPrrootteeccttiioonn AAcctt 
[Wholly Amended by Presidential Decree No. 20222, Aug. 17, 2007] 

AArrttiiccllee 11 ((PPuurrppoossee))

The purpose of this Decree is to provide for the matters delegated by the Cultural Heritage

Protection Act and other matters necessary for its enforcement.
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AArrttiiccllee 22 ((SSttaannddaarrddss ffoorr aanndd NNoottiiccee ooff DDeessiiggnnaattiioonn aanndd CCaanncceellllaattiioonn,, eettcc..)) 

(1) When the Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration intends to designate a

State-designated cultural heritage and the protected objects or protection zones thereof, or

recognize any person or organization holding an important intangible cultural heritage or any

honorary holder of such important intangible cultural heritage under the provisions of

Articles 5 through 9 of the Cultural Heritage Protection Act (hereinafter referred to as “the

Act”), he/she shall follow the criteria and procedure, as prescribed by the Ordinance of the

Ministry of Culture and Tourism. 

(2) The following relevant matters shall be specified in the notice of designation of a State-

designated cultural heritage and the notice of recognition of any person or organization

holding an important intangible cultural heritage or any honorary holder thereof under

Article 10 of the Act, and in the notice of cancellation of such designation or recognition

under Article 13 (5) of the Act: 

1. The classification, designated number, name, quantity, and location or place of custody of

such State-designated cultural heritage; 

2. The name, quantity and location of the protected objects or protection zones thereof;

3. The full name and address of the owner or occupant of such State-designated cultural

heritage, and the protected objects or protected zones thereof;

4. The full name, sex, date of birth, and address or the date of death of the holder or honorary

holder of such important intangible cultural heritage (or in the case of an organization

holding such important intangible cultural heritage, referring to the name, address, date of

establishment of such organization and the full name, gender, date of birth and address of its

representative); and

5. The reasons for such designation, recognition or cancellation.

AArrttiiccllee 55 ((FFoorrmmuullaattiioonn ooff PPllaannss ffoorr PPrreesseerrvvaattiioonn,, MMaannaaggeemmeenntt aanndd UUttiilliizzaattiioonn ooff CCuullttuurraall

HHeerriittaaggee)) 

(1) Basic plans for the preservation, management and utilization of State-designated cultural

heritage as set forth in Article 15 of the Act (hereinafter referred to as “basic plans”) shall

include the following subparagraphs:  

1. Matters relating to the repair and maintenance of State-designated cultural heritage;

2. Matters relating to protection of the environment surrounding State-designated cultural

heritage; and

3. Any other matters necessary for the preservation, management and utilization of State-

designated cultural heritage. 

(2) Where it is deemed necessary for the formulation of basic plans, the Administrator of the

Cultural Heritage Administration may request the Mayor/Provincial Governor to submit
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information on the State-designated cultural heritage within his/her jurisdictional area.  

(3) When so requested as set forth in paragraph (2), the Mayor/Provincial Governor shall

submit such information within six months after such request has been made. 

(4) When the Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration intends to formulate basic

plans, he/she shall refer the matter to the Cultural Heritage Committee for deliberation

under the provisions of Article 4 of the Act.

AArrttiiccllee 2233 ((CCrriitteerriiaa aanndd PPrroocceedduurreess ffoorr PPeerrmmiissssiioonn ttoo AAlltteerr EExxiissttiinngg SSttaattee,, eettcc..)) 

(1) Any person who intends to obtain the permission of the Administrator of the Cultural

Heritage Administration under Article 34 of the Act shall submit an application for

permission, specifying the classification, designated number, name, quantity and location of

such State-designated cultural heritage, to the Administrator of the Cultural Heritage

Administration through the competent head of Si/Gun/Gu and the Mayor/Provincial Governor,

and the same shall apply in case of applying for making any alteration to such permitted

matters: Provided, That application for permission for activities falling under Article 34 (2) of

the Act or application for permission for making any alteration to such permitted matters

may be filed without going through the head of the competent Si/Gun/Gu and the

Mayor/Provincial Governor. 

(2) Upon receipt of an application as specified in paragraph (1), the Administrator of the

Cultural Heritage Administration shall grant permission only when the activities subject to

permission meet each of the following criteria:

1. The activity shall not affect the preservation and management of the cultural heritage;

2. The activity shall not cause damage to the natural environment and aesthetic appearance

of the area surrounding the cultural heritage; and

3. The activity shall be consistent with the basic plans and detailed implementation plans for

the preservation, management, and utilization of cultural heritage as set forth in Article 15 of

the Act.

(3) When the Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration intends to grant

permission under paragraph (2), he/she shall notify the applicant of the permission in

writing, specifying the applicant’s full name, the cultural heritage subject to permission,

permitted matters, the period of permission, and the conditions for permission through the

competent Mayor/Provincial Governor and head of Si/Gun/Gu.

AArrttiiccllee 3300 ((SSttaannddaarrddss aanndd PPrroocceedduurreess ffoorr AAlltteerraattiioonn ttoo EExxiissttiinngg SSttaattee ooff RReeggiisstteerreedd CCuullttuurraall

HHeerriittaaggee)) 

(1) Any person who intends to obtain permission for any alteration to the existing state of a

registered cultural heritage or an alteration in permitted matters under the proviso of Article

50 (1) of the Act shall submit an application for permission, specifying the registration
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number, name, quantity and location of the relevant registered cultural heritage to the

Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration through the competent head of

Si/Gun/Gu and Mayor/Provincial Governor.

(2) When the Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration receives an application

for permission under paragraph (1), he/she shall grant permission only when the activity

subject to permission does not affect the basic style, structure, and characteristics of the

registered cultural heritage.

(3) Where the Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration intends to grant

permission under paragraph (2), he/she shall notify the applicant with a letter of permission,

specifying the applicant’s name, the cultural heritage subject to permission, permitted

matters, permission period, and conditions for permission through the competent

Mayor/Provincial Governor and competent head of Si/Gun/Gu.

AArrttiiccllee 3311 ((BBuuiillddiinngg CCoovveerraaggee RRaattiioo aanndd FFlloooorr SSppaaccee IInnddeexx,, eettcc.. ooff RReeggiisstteerreedd CCuullttuurraall

HHeerriittaaggee)) 

(1) The maximum limits of building coverage ratio and floor space index for the use area of a

registered cultural heritage under Article 51 of the Act shall be determined in light of the

structure, characteristics, and aesthetic appearance of the neighborhood of the relevant

registered cultural heritage within 150 percent of such maximum limits for building coverage

ratio and floor space index for each use area as prescribed by the provisions of Articles 84

and 85 of the Enforcement Decree of the Act on Planning and Use of National Territory; but

the specific ratios shall be determined by the Municipal Ordinance of the competent local

government. 

(2) In cases where the head of the local government has granted a building permit by

applying the special exception to building coverage ratio and floor space index under the

provisions of paragraph (1), he/she shall notify thereof to the Administrator of the Cultural

Heritage Administration within 15 days from the date of such permit.

AArrttiiccllee 5522 ((PPrrootteeccttiioonn ooff CCuullttuurraall HHeerriittaaggee dduurriinngg CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn WWoorrkkss))

(1) The scope of areas which are determined by the Mayor/Provincial Governor in

consultation with the Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration by its Municipal

Ordinance for protecting cultural heritage during the construction works under Article 90 (2)

of the Act, shall be within 500 meters from the outer boundary of the relevant cultural

heritages (referring to the outer boundary of the protected zones, in case where they are

designated), in consideration of the historic, artistic, scientific and scenic value of the

relevant cultural heritages, the peripheral environments, and other matters necessary for

the protection of cultural heritages: Provided, That in case where the construction works are

implemented outside of 500 meter areas from the outer boundary of the cultural heritages

(referring to the outer boundary of the protected zones, in case where they are designated)
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due to the characteristics of cultural heritages and location conditions, etc., and where

deemed that the relevant construction works surely affect the cultural heritages, the said

scope may be determined in excess of 500 meters.

(2) The administrative agencies shall, pursuant to Article 90 (2) of the Act, examine whether

the construction works in the area under paragraph (1) fall under the activities referred to in

subparagraph 3 of Article 34 of the Act.

(3) Matters necessary for the procedures and methods, etc. pursuant to paragraph (2) shall

be stipulated by the Ordinance of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism. 

AArrttiiccllee 5533 ((SSuubbjjeecctt ttoo oorr SSccooppee ooff SSuurrvveeyy ooff SSuurrffaaccee ooff EEaarrtthh ffoorr CCuullttuurraall HHeerriittaaggeess))

(1) Construction work subject to a survey of the surface of the earth (hereinafter referred to

as the “surface survey”) under the provisions of Article 91 (1) of the Act means construction

work falling under any of the following subparagraphs from among the construction works

prescribed in each subparagraph of Article 33. In this case, it includes any construction

project where, as the project area is parceled out into smaller plots and developed for the

same purpose over several years or an area next to the project area is additionally developed

for the same purpose, the total project area exceeds the scale prescribed in any of the

following subparagraphs: 

1. Construction work undertaken on land and/or inland waters under the provisions of

subparagraph 1 of Article 2 of the Inland-Water Fisheries Act, which covers a total project

area of no less than 30,000 square meters: Provided, That in the case of aggregate collection

at rivers, it applies only to a project area of no less than 150,000 square meters. 

2. Construction work undertaken in coastal areas under the provisions of paragraph 1 of

Article 2 of the Coastal Management Act which falls under any of the following items: 

(a) Construction work undertaken in an area within 10km from the coastline which covers a

project area of no less than 30,000 square meters: Provided, That in the case of aggregate

collection, it applies only to the construction work undertaken in an area within 5km from the

coastline which covers a project area of no less than 150,000 square meters; and 

(b) Construction work undertaken in an area within 10km from the coastline which covers a

project area of no less than 250,000 square meters: Provided, That, in the case of aggregate

collection, it applies only to the construction work undertaken in an area within 5km from the

coastline which covers a project area of no less than 250,000 square meters. 

3. Construction work undertaken in an area designated by the Ordinance of the Ministry of

Culture and Tourism which covers a project site of less than those provided in subparagraphs

1 and 2; 

(2) Construction work falling under any of the following subparagraphs may not be subject to

a surface survey, notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (1): Provided, That in the case
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of construction works falling under subparagraphs 2 through 4, the implementer of the

construction works shall objectively prove that the construction works fall under the

provisions: 

1. Construction work undertaken in an area where a surface survey has already been

conducted; 

2. Construction work undertaken in an area where the geological stratum containing relics

and/or archaeological traces has already been damaged due to cutting or digging the ground; 

3. Construction work undertaken in an area where reclamation of public waters, dredging of

a river or sea bottom, or collection of aggregate and minerals have already taken place; 

4. Construction work undertaken in an area which has been covered up with soil within the

scope of not damaging the configuration of the land that existed before the covering up; 

5. Construction work undertaken in an area where cultural heritage is shown to exist on a

cultural heritage distribution map or where buried cultural heritage is expected to exist as

prescribed under the provisions of Article 55, which covers the total project area of no more

than 2,000 square meters; or 

6. Planting or felling standing trees and bamboo which does not entail any alteration to the

original features of the surface of the earth.

33.. EEnnffoorrcceemmeenntt RRuullee ooff tthhee CCuullttuurraall HHeerriittaaggee PPrrootteeccttiioonn AAcctt 
[Wholly Amended by Presidential Decree No. 20222, Aug. 17, 2007] 

AArrttiiccllee 3300 ((CChhaannggee ooff CCuurrrreenntt SSttaattuuss,, eettcc.. ooff SSttaattee--ddeessiiggnnaatteedd CCuullttuurraall HHeerriittaaggee,, eettcc..))

(1) The activities to change the current status of State-designated cultural heritage (including

protected objects, protected zones, and the dead from among natural monuments; hereafter

in this Article the same shall apply) prescribed in subparagraph 3 of Article 34 of the Act

refer to the activities falling under any of the following subparagraphs;

1. Carrying out the repair, maintenance, restoration, preservation treatment or demolition of

State-designated cultural heritage

2. Capturing/gathering/breeding of State-designated cultural heritage or making

pecimen/burying/incinerating of State-designated cultural heritage

3. Activities conducted on State-designated cultural heritage or within protected zones, and

falling under any of the followings:

a. Newly constructing, expanding, rebuilding, removing and reconstructing and changing the

use of structures or road/pipeline/electric wire/building/underground structure

b. Planting or removing trees and shrubs
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c. Conducting the activities which change topography or geological features including

carrying out filling up/reclamation/excavation/drilling/cutting/piling up on the ground and

water surface

d. Conducting the activities that change waterway, water quality and water volume

e. Conducting the activities that produce noise/vibration or emit air pollutants/chemicals/dust/ or

heat

f. Spraying, discharging and abandoning filthy water/excrement/water waste

g. Gathering, taking in and taking out earth and stone, aggregate and minerals, and the by-

products or processed materials thereof 

h. Installing and sticking advertisements or piling up various objects

(2) The activities which are worried to have influence on the preservation of State-designated

cultural heritage, prescribed in subparagraph 3 of Article 34 of the Act, refer to the activities

falling under any of the following subparagraphs;

1. Construction works and embankment building activities conducted in the water system

which may have influence on the waterway, water quality and water volume in the area where

State-designated cultural heritage are located

2. Activities falling under any of the following, conducted in the area within 500 m away from

the outer-block boundaries of State-designated cultural heritage (referring to the area

designated by the Mayor/Do governor through consultation with the Administrator of the

Cultural Heritage Administration for the purpose of protecting cultural heritage from

construction works pursuant to Article 90 (2) of the Act and Article 52 of the Decree)

a. Excavations which extends deeper than 50 m underground, which are worried to have

influence on the preservation of the relevant State-designated cultural heritage

b. Activities which produce noise/vibration or emit air pollutants/chemicals/dust or heat,

which are worried to have influence on the preservation of the relevant State-designated

cultural heritage

c. Activities to construct/expand facilities, which are worried to have influence on the

preservation of the relevant State-designated cultural heritage or undermine the landscape

thereof

d. Activities to change the characteristic form and quality of the land and forests which are

worried to have influence on the preservation of the relevant State-designated cultural

heritage

3. Activities which are worried to have influence on the preservation of the relevant State-

designated cultural heritage by damaging the historic site related to the relevant State-

designated cultural heritage
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44.. TThhee NNaattiioonnaall LLaanndd PPllaannnniinngg aanndd UUttiilliizzaattiioonn AAcctt
[Act No.7594, Jul. 13, 2005]

AArrttiiccllee 11 ((PPuurrppoossee))

The purpose of this Act is to promote the public welfare and to upgrade the quality of

people's living by providing for matters necessary for a formulation and implementation, etc.

of plans to utilize, develop and preserve the national land.

AArrttiiccllee 22 ((DDeeffiinniittiioonnss))

The definitions of terms used in this Act shall be as follows:

...

15. The term "specific-use area" means the area determined by the urban management

planning so as not to be mutually overlapped, in order to utilize the land economically and

efficiently, and to ensure an improvement of the public welfare, by placing limits on the

utilization of land, and on the usage, coverage ratio (referring to the coverage ratio under

Article 47 of the Building Act; hereinafter the same shall apply), floor area ratio (referring to

the floor area ratio under Article 48 of the Building Act; hereinafter the same shall apply) and

height, etc. of the buildings;

16. The term "specific-use district" means the district determined by the urban management

planning in order to increase the performance of a specific-use area, and to ensure the

beautiful sight, scenery, and safety, etc. by placing the tightened or mitigated limits for a

specific use area, on the utilization of land, and on the usage, coverage ratio, floor area ratio,

and height, etc. of the buildings;

17. The term "specific-use zone" means the zone determined by the urban management

planning in order to prevent a disorderly expansion of urban districts, to ensure a planned

and phased utilization of land, and to comprehensively adjust and manage a land utilization,

etc., by separately determining the tightened or mitigated limits for a specific-use area and a

specific-use district, on the utilization of land, and on the usage, coverage ratio, floor area

ratio, and height, etc. of the buildings;

AArrttiiccllee 33 ((BBaassiicc PPrriinncciipplleess ffoorr UUttiilliizziinngg aanndd MMaannaaggiinngg NNaattiioonnaall LLaanndd))

The national land shall be so utilized and managed as to achieve the objectives falling under

each of the following subparagraphs in order to bring about the environment-soundly and

sustainable development through the preservation of natural environment and the efficient

utilization of resources:

1. Efficient utilization and smooth supply of lands and various installations necessary for the

nationals' living and economic activities;

2. Preservation of natural environment and scenery, and the improvement and restoration of

damaged natural environment and scenery;
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3. Provision of various basic services necessary for the nationals' living, such as traffic, water

resources and energy, etc.;

4. Enhancement of the quality of the nationals' living through the betterment of living

environment, such as residence, etc.;

5. Preservation of the identity and cultural heritage of every region;

6. Pursuit of common prosperity through cooperation and balanced development between

regions; and

7. Minimization of social costs through the development of regional economies and the

proper distribution of functions in and between regions.

AArrttiiccllee 66 ((DDiivviissiioonn ooff NNaattiioonnaall LLaanndd UUssee))

The national land shall be divided into the specific-use areas falling under the following

subparagraphs, by taking account of the actual status of land utilization, peculiarity of land

and the future directions of land utilization, etc.:

1. Urban areas: Areas requiring a systematic development, consolidation, management,

preservation, etc., as the population and industries are concentrated or such concentration is

expected therein;

2. Control areas; Areas to be systematically controlled corresponding to the urban area in

order to admit the population and industries of urban areas, or those requiring a control

corresponding to the agricultural area or the natural environment conservation area in order

to promote the agricultural and forest industry and to preserve the natural environment or

forests;

3. Agricultural and forest areas; Areas requiring a promotion of agricultural and forest

industry and a preservation of forests, which are agricultural development areas under the

Farmland Act or conserved mountainous districts under the Management of Mountainous

Districts Act, which do not belong to urban areas; and

4. Natural environment conservation areas; Areas requiring a preservation of natural

environment, water resources, coastal areas, ecosystem, water supply resources and

cultural properties, and a protection and augmentation of fishery resources, etc.

AArrttiiccllee 77 ((MMaannaaggeemmeenntt OObblliiggaattiioonn bbyy SSppeecciiffiicc--UUssee AArreeaa))

For the purpose of efficiently utilizing and managing the specific-use areas provided for in

Article 6, the State or a local government shall take such measures as required for a

development, consolidation and preservation as to the relevant specific-use area, under the

conditions as prescribed in each of the following subparagraphs:

1. For urban areas: It shall formulate a plan in advance and implement it under the

conditions as stipulated in this Act or related Acts, so as to enable the relevant areas to be

developed, consolidated and preserved systematically and efficiently;
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2. For control areas: It shall take the required preservation measures under the conditions as

stipulated in this Act or related Acts, and contrive the planned utilization and development for

such areas as are in need of development;

3. For agricultural and forest areas: It shall arrange for the survey and countermeasures

required for the promotion of the agricultural and forest industry, and for the conservation and

fostering of the forests under the conditions as stipulated in this Act or related Acts; and

4. For natural environment conservation areas: It shall arrange for the survey and

countermeasures required for the prevention of environmental pollution, the conservation of

natural environment, water quality, water resources, coastal areas, ecosystem and cultural

properties, and the protection and augmentation of fishery resources, under the conditions

as stipulated in this Act or related Acts.

AArrttiiccllee 3366 ((DDeessiiggnnaattiioonn ooff SSppeecciiffiicc--UUssee AArreeaa))

(1) The Minister of Construction and Transportation or the Mayor/Do governor shall make a

decision on the designation or alteration of a specific-use area falling under any of the

following subparagraphs, by the urban management planning:

1. Urban area: To be designated under the category falling under one of the following items:

(a) Residential area; Areas necessary for the protection of peaceful dwelling and sound living

environment;

(b) Commercial area; Areas necessary for the increase of conveniences for commerce and

other businesses;

(c) Industrial area; Areas necessary for the increase of conveniences for industries; and

(d) Green area; Areas in need of conservation of green areas in order to protect natural

environment, farmlands and forests, health and sanitation, safety, and to prevent any

disorderly expansion of cities;

2. Control area; To be designated under the category falling under one of the following items:

(a) Conservation and control area; Areas difficult to be controlled by designating as a natural

environment conservation area when taking account of relations, etc. with peripheral

specific-use area, while a conservation is needed for a protection of natural environment,

that of forests, prevention of water quality pollution, securing of green spaces and

conservation of ecosystems, etc.;

(b) Production control area; Areas difficult to be controlled by designating as an agricultural

and forest area when taking account of relations, etc. with peripheral specific-use area, while

a control is needed for the production in agricultural, forestry and fishery businesses, etc.;

and

(c) Planned control area; Areas in need of planned and systematic control which are the area
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expected to be integrated into the urban area, or intended for restrictive utilization and

development in view of natural environments;

3. Agricultural and forest area; and

4. Natural environment conservation area.

(2) The Minister of Construction and Transportation or the Mayor/Do governor may either

designate or alter again the specific-use area under each subparagraph of paragraph (1) and

each item of each subparagraph after subdividing such area by a determination of urban

management planning, under the conditions as prescribed by the Presidential Decree.

AArrttiiccllee 3388 ((DDeessiiggnnaattiioonn ooff DDeevveellooppmmeenntt--RReessttrriiccttiioonn ZZoonnee))

(1) In case where the Minister of Construction and Transportation deems that it is necessary

to restrict the urban development in order to secure the sound living environment of urban

residents through a prevention of disorderly urban expansion and a conservation of natural

environment around the cities, or necessary to restrict the urban development on the ground

of national security upon a request from the Minister of National Defense, the former

Minister may determine by the urban management planning any designation or alteration of

the development-restriction district.

(2) Matters necessary for the designation or alteration of the development-restriction zone

shall be prescribed by other Acts.

AArrttiiccllee 7766 ((RReessttrriiccttiioonnss,, eettcc.. oonn EErreeccttiioonn ooff BBuuiillddiinnggss iinn SSppeecciiffiicc--UUssee AArreeaa aanndd SSppeecciiffiicc--UUssee

DDiissttrriicctt))

(1) Matters concerning restrictions on the usage, type and size, etc. of buildings and other

facilities within the specific-use area designated under Article 36 shall be prescribed by the

Presidential Decree.

(2) Matters concerning restrictions on the usage, type and size, etc. of buildings and other

facilities within the specific-use district designated under Article 37 may be prescribed by the

Municipal Ordinance of the Special Metropolitan City, the Metropolitan City or the Si/Gun

pursuant to the standards as prescribed by the Presidential Decree, except as otherwise

provided for in this Act or other Acts.

(3) Restrictions on the usage, type and size, etc. of buildings and other facilities under

paragraphs (1) and (2) shall conform to the objective of designating the relevant specific-use

area and the relevant specific use district.

(4) In case where the usage, type and size, etc. of buildings and other facilities are altered,

the usage, type and size, etc. of such buildings and other facilities after such alteration shall

conform to the provisions of paragraphs (1) and (2).

(5) With regard to the restrictions on the usage, type and size, etc. of buildings and other
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facilities in the cases falling under any of the following subparagraphs, they shall be

governed, notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs (1) through (4), by what are

stipulated in each subparagraph: < Amended by Act No. 6841, Dec. 30, 2002 >

1. Within the settlement district provided for in Article 37 (1) 8, they shall be separately

prescribed by the Presidential Decree within the scope of the objective of designating such

settlement district;

2. Within the agricultural and industrial complex provided for in subparagraph 5 (c) of Article

2 of the Industrial Sites and Development Act, they shall be governed by the same Act;

3. Within the agriculture promotion area, conserved mountainous districts or grassland from

among the agricultural and forest areas, they shall be governed by what are stipulated in the

Farmland Act, the Management of Mountainous Districts Act or the Grassland Act,

respectively; and

4. Within the park area and park protection area under the Natural Parks Act, the source of

water-supply protection area under the Water Supply and Waterworks Installation Act, the

designated cultural property or natural monuments and their protection area designated

under the Protection of Cultural Properties Act from among the natural environment

conservation areas, they shall be governed by what are stipulated in the Natural Parks Act,

the Water Supply and Waterworks Installation Act and the Protection of Cultural Properties

Act, respectively.

(6) In case where the Minister of Agriculture and Forestry, the Minister of Environment or the

Chief of the Korea Forest Service deems it necessary for preserving the farmland, natural

environment or forests within the preservation control area or the production control area,

he may put restrictions on the usage, type, size, etc. of buildings and other facilities pursuant

to the Farmland Act, the Natural Environment Conservation Act, the Protection of Wild Fauna

and Flora Act, or the Forestry Act. In this case, the said restrictions shall keep balance with

the purport of restrictions under this Act.< Amended by Act No. 7167, Feb. 9, 2004 >

AArrttiiccllee 7777 ((BBuuiillddiinngg CCoovveerraaggee RRaattiioo wwiitthhiinn SSppeecciiffiicc--UUssee AArreeaa))

(1) The maximum limit on the building coverage ratio within the specific use area designated

under Article 36 shall be set by the Municipal Ordinance of the Special Metropolitan City, the

Metropolitan City or the Si/Gun within the scope falling under any of the following

subparagraphs pursuant to such standards as set by the Presidential Decree by taking

account of the size and population of the competent area and peculiarity of the specific-use

area:

1. Urban area:

(a) Residential area: Not more than 70 percent;

(b) Commercial area: Not more than 90 percent;
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(c) Industrial area: Not more than 70 percent; and

(d) Green area: Not more than 20 percent;

2. Control area:

(a) Preservation control area: Not more than 20 percent;

(b) Production control area: Not more than 20 percent; and

(c) Planned control area: Not more than 40 percent;

3. Agricultural and forest area: Not more than 20 percent; and

4. Natural environment conservation area: Not more than 20 percent.

(2) Standards for the building coverage ratio within the specific-use area subdivided under

Article 36 (2) shall be separately set by the Presidential Decree within the scope specified in

each item of paragraph (1).

(3) Standards for the building coverage ratio within the area falling under any of the following

subparagraphs shall be separately set by the Municipal Ordinance of the Special

Metropolitan City, the Metropolitan City or the Si/Gun pursuant to the standards set by the

Presidential Decree within the scope of not more than 80 percent, notwithstanding the

provisions of paragraphs (1) and (2):

1. Settlement district provided for in Article 37 (1) 8;

2. Development promotion district provided for in Article 37 (1) 9 (limited to an area other

than urban areas);

3. Fishery-resources protection zone provided for in Article 40;

4. Natural park area and park protection area provided for in the Natural Parks Act;

5. Agricultural and industrial complex provided for in subparagraph 5 (c) of Article 2 of the

Industrial Sites and Development Act; and

6. State industrial complex and local industrial complex provided for in subparagraph 5 (a)

and (b) of Article 2 of the Industrial Sites and Development Act, which are located in the

industrial area.

(4) In the case falling under any of the following subparagraphs, which is prescribed by the

Presidential Decree, the building coverage ratio may, notwithstanding the provisions of

paragraph (1), be separately prescribed by the Municipal Ordinance of the Special

Metropolitan City, the Metropolitan City or the Si/Gun pursuant to the standards set by the

Presidential Decree:

1. Where it is necessary to intensify the building coverage ratio in order to prevent any

overpopulated land utilization;

2. Where it is necessary to mitigate the building coverage ratio in order to elevate the level of
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land utilization by taking account of peripheral conditions; and

3. Where it is intended to erect buildings for the agricultural, forest and fishing business or

for increasing conveniences for residents' living in the preservation control area, production

control area, agricultural and forest area or natural environment conservation area.

AArrttiiccllee 7788 ((FFlloooorr AArreeaa RRaattiioo wwiitthhiinn SSppeecciiffiicc--UUssee AArreeaa))

(1) The maximum limit on the floor area ratio within the specific use area designated under

Article 36 shall be prescribed by the Municipal Ordinance of the Special Metropolitan City, the

Metropolitan City or the Si/Gun pursuant to the standards set by the Presidential Decree

within the scope falling under any of the following subparagraphs, by taking account of the

size and population of the jurisdictional area, and peculiarity of the specific-use area, etc.:

1. Urban are:

(a) Residential area: Not more than 500 percent;

(b) Commercial area: Not more than 1,500 percent;

(c) Industrial area: Not more than 400 percent; and

(d) Green area: Not more than 100 percent;

2. Control area:

(a) Preservation control area: Not more than 80 percent;

(b) Production control area: Not more than 80 percent; and

(c) Planned control area: Not more than 100 percent;

3. Agricultural and forest area: Not more than 80 percent; and

4. Natural environment conservation area: Not more than 80 percent.

(2) Standards for the floor area ratio within the specific-use area subdivided under Article 36

(2) shall be separately set by the Presidential Decree within the scope specified in each item

of paragraph (1).

(3) Standards for the floor area ratio within the area falling under Article 77 (3) 2 through 5

shall be separately set by the Municipal Ordinance of the Special Metropolitan City, the

Metropolitan City or the Si/Gun pursuant to the standards set by the Presidential Decree

within the scope of not more than 200 percent, notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs

(1) and (2).

(4) In case where there exists any open space, such as the park, square, road, river, etc.

around the buildings, or the park, square, road, river, etc. is constructed around the

buildings, the floor area ratio may be prescribed separately by the Municipal Ordinance of the

Special Metropolitan City, the Metropolitan City or the Si/Gun under the conditions as

prescribed by the Presidential Decree, notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (1).
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55.. GGuuiiddeelliinneess ttoo EEssttaabblliisshh CCrriitteerriiaa ffoorr tthhee MMaannaaggeemmeenntt ooff HHiissttoorriiccaall
LLaannddssccaappee:: GGuuiiddeelliinneess ffoorr ""PPeerrmmiissssiioonn ffoorr AAlltteerraattiioonn ttoo tthhee EExxiissttiinngg SSttaattee ooff
SSttaattee--ddeessiiggnnaatteedd CCuullttuurraall HHeerriittaaggee""

CHAPTER 1: GENERAL PROVISIONS

AArrttiiccllee 11 ((PPuurrppoossee ooff GGuuiiddeelliinnee)) 

The purpose of this Guideline is to make the Permission for Alteration to the Existing State of

State-designated Cultural Heritage (hereinafter referred to as “Permission Criteria”) under

Article 18-2 (3) of the Enforcement Rule of the Cultural Heritage Protection Act (hereinafter

referred to as “Rule”) by defining matters regarding the limits of the Permission, procedures

for making the Permission and examination standards in making the Permission Criteria.

AArrttiiccllee 22 ((MMeeaanniinngg ooff PPeerrmmiissssiioonn CCrriitteerriiaa))

(1) Making the Permission Criteria after taking into account the characteristics of each

cultural heritage is to formulate plans for the preservation, management and restoration of

the historic and cultural environment thereof and to provide transparency and predictability

of the administrative service for the public. 

(2) The Mayor/Do governor may formulate this Guideline or separate guidelines to make the

Permission Criteria under Article 58 (provisions applicable mutatis mutandis) of the Cultural

Heritage Protection Act (hereinafter referred to as “Act”).

(3) In the case of paragraph (2), the Mayor/Do governor can make the integrated Permission

Criteria both for State-designated cultural heritage and Si/Do-designated ones (including

cultural heritage materials). 

AArrttiiccllee 33 ((LLeeggaall BBaassiiss))

1. Article 13-2, subparagraph 4 of Article 20, Article 58 and Article 74 of the Act

2. Article 4-2, Article 15 and Article 43-2 of the Enforcement Decree of the Cultural Heritage

Protection Act (hereinafter referred to as “Decree”)

3. Article 18-2 (2) and (3), and Article 59-3 of the Rule 

4. Municipal ordinances

□These are the ordinances which were made by Mayors/Do governors through consultations

with the Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration for the purpose of protecting

cultural heritage from construction works 

5. Basic Plan for the Preservation, Management and Utilization of Cultural Heritage (2002)
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AArrttiiccllee 44 ((SSccooppee ooff AApppplliiccaattiioonn))

The application of the Permission Criteria to be made under this Guideline shall be limited to

the third provision of subparagraph 2 of Article 18-2 (2) of the Rule. As for activities other

than those prescribed in the third provision of subparagraph 2 of Article 18-2 (2) of the Rule,

the current procedures shall be applied. 

CHAPTER 2: PROCEDURES FOR MAKING AND CHANGING PERMISSION
CRITERIA

AArrttiiccllee 55 ((PPrroocceedduurreess ffoorr MMaakkiinngg PPeerrmmiissssiioonn CCrriitteerriiaa))

(1) The procedures for making the Permission Criteria are as follows:

Investigating the current condition (head of Si/Gu/Gun) 

Writing the Permission Criteria (head of Si/Gu/Gun)  

Listening to the opinions of citizens, etc. (head of Si/Gu/Gun)  

Examination by the Si/Do Cultural Heritage Committee (Mayor/Do governor) 

Deliberation by the Cultural Heritage Committee (Administrator of the Cultural Heritage

Administration) Making and announcing the Permission Criteria (Administrator of the

Cultural Heritage Administration or Mayor/Do governor)

(2) As for Si/Do-designated cultural heritage, the Mayor/Do governor shall make the

announcement after the deliberation of the Si/Do Cultural Heritage Committee.

(3) When there exist special causes, the Mayor/Do governor may investigate the current

condition and write the Guideline for the Permission Criteria. 

AArrttiiccllee 66 ((IInnvveessttiiggaattiioonn ooff CCuurrrreenntt CCoonnddiittiioonn))

(1) The history, characteristics, plans for repair and utilization, surrounding environment and

land utilization of the cultural heritage concerned shall be investigated to be used as basic

materials for making the Permission Criteria.

(2) When the area subject to the investigation is included in two (2) or more administrative

districts, the Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration or the competent

Mayor/Do governor shall go through consultations and adjustments with the head of the

competent Si/Gun/Gu (hereinafter referred to as “Administrative Organization”).

(3) The documents shall be analyzed to set the direction for the Permission Criteria. 

(4) The expenses needed in investigating the current condition and writing the Permission

Criteria may be subsidized pursuant to Article 28 of the Act. 

AArrttiiccllee 77 ((WWrriittiinngg ooff PPeerrmmiissssiioonn CCrriitteerriiaa))

(1) The Permission Criteria shall be written, based on the result of Article 6 and after

referring to the examination standards of Article 18 hereof. 
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(2) The Permission Criteria may be written in more detail or in a simpler form, after taking

into account the characteristics of the cultural heritage concerned or the characteristics of

the surrounding area thereof other than the examination standards of Article 18. 

(3) When the wide scope of the area to be covered by the Permission Criteria makes it

impossible to formulate the Permission Criteria at once or there exist inevitable causes, the

area may be divided into smaller sections, and the Permission Criteria for each section may

be formulated on a gradual basis. 

(4) When two or more cultural heritage are located so close that the two or more areas to be

covered by each Permission Criteria overlap one another, the unified Permission Criteria may

be formulated. 

< Example >

□ When the areas subject to the assessment of cultural heritage impact of State-designated

cultural heritage overlap each other

□ When the areas subject to the assessment of cultural heritage impact of a State-

designated cultural heritage and a Si/Do designated cultural heritage overlap each other

□ When the areas subject to the assessment of cultural heritage impact of Si/Do designated

cultural heritage overlap each other

□ When a State-designated cultural heritage is located inside a Si/Do designated cultural

heritage and vice versa

(5) When there exist needs for the examinations of the adequacy of the Permission Criteria

including the examination of the direction thereof, the advice from relevant experts may be

sought. 

(6) For the purpose of a better understanding of the Permission Criteria, maps including the

land registration map, topographical map, forests and fields map and city planning map may

be used. 

AArrttiiccllee 88 ((LLiisstteenniinngg ttoo CCiittiizzeennss,, eettcc..))

As for the written Permission Criteria, the opinions of stakeholders including citizens shall

be collected.

AArrttiiccllee 99 ((EExxaammiinnaattiioonn bbyy SSii//DDoo CCuullttuurraall HHeerriittaaggee CCoommmmiitttteeee))

(1) The Si/Do Cultural Heritage Committee shall examine the Permission Criteria made

pursuant to this Guideline.

(2) For the purpose of the professional examination of the Permission Criteria, sub-

committees consisting of the experts in the field concerned may be formed and operated.
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AArrttiiccllee 1100 ((DDeelliibbeerraattiioonn ooff CCuullttuurraall HHeerriittaaggee CCoommmmiitttteeee))

(1) The Cultural Heritage Committee shall deliberate the Permission Criteria for State-

designated cultural heritage, examined by the Si/Do Cultural Heritage Committee and

submitted by the Mayor/Do governor to the Administrator of the Cultural Heritage

Administration. 

(2) The relevant sectional committee shall deliberate the Permission Criteria. If necessary, a

joint sectional committee may be formed and operated. 

(3) For the purpose of the professional examination of the Permission Criteria, sub-

committees consisting of the experts in the field concerned may be formed and operated.

AArrttiiccllee 1111 ((AAnnnnoouunncceemmeenntt aanndd EEnnffoorrcceemmeenntt ooff PPeerrmmiissssiioonn CCrriitteerriiaa))

(1) The final Permission criteria made after the deliberation by the Cultural Heritage

Committee shall be announced in the Official Gazette and notified of to the Mayor/Do

governor and the head of Si/Gun/Gu.

(2) As for construction works conducted within the limits of the announced Permission

Criteria, the assessment of the cultural heritage impact shall be omitted under Article 59-3

(6). The scope of construction works shall follow what is prescribed in subparagraph 1 of

Article 29-2 of the Decree.

(3) Under the Permission Criteria, the responsible division for cultural heritage in Si/Gun/Gu

shall record and manage the items of consultations, which the division had with relevant

divisions including those about permissions for construction works, following the form of

Schedule 1 for the purpose of managing the landscape of the cultural heritage, and submit

the results on or before January 31 next year. 

1. In the case of State-designated cultural heritage: Si/Do and the Cultural Heritage

Administration

2. In the case of Si/Do-designated cultural heritage: Si/Do

AArrttiiccllee 1122 ((CChhaannggee ooff PPeerrmmiissssiioonn CCrriitteerriiaa))

(1) When changes occur in the surrounding conditions of the cultural heritage concerned

including alterations and adjustments in the designated area (including the protected zone)

thereof, the Permission Criteria may be changed.

(2) When the Permission Criteria is to be changed under the provision of paragraph (1), the

change items shall be submitted attached to the existing Permission Criteria. The change

procedures shall follow the procedures for making the Permission Criteria prescribed in

Article 5 hereof. 
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CHAPTER 3: CONTENTS AND METHODS OF INVESTIGATING CURRENT
CONDITION

AArrttiiccllee 1133 ((MMeeaanniinngg ooff IInnvveessttiiggaattiinngg CCuurrrreenntt CCoonnddiittiioonn))

(1) Given that each cultural heritage has different historic, academic, artistic and scenic

values, and different locations and environmental surroundings, the investigation of basic

documents about the current condition of each cultural heritage and the detailed and

professional analysis thereof provides objective grounds in setting the basic direction for

making the Permission Criteria.

(2) The result of the investigation may be used in making plans for the preservation,

management and utilization of cultural heritage.

AArrttiiccllee 1144 ((IInnvveessttiiggaattiioonn IItteemmss))

(1) The investigation items may be divided as follows:

1. Information about the cultural heritage concerned

2. The current condition of the region surrounding the area covered by the Permission Criteria

3. Comparisons between relevant laws and regulations

4. Others

(2) The investigation may be conducted after referring to the following, detailed items. 



RmarksInvestigation contentsItems

Table. Detailed items for the investigation of the current condition and the investigation contents

AArrttiiccllee 1155 ((IInnvveessttiiggaattiioonn MMeetthhoodd))

(1) As for basic investigation items such as information about the cultural heritage

concerned, investigation methods including examining documentary records, studying

statistical materials and conducting field studies shall be used so that objectivity and

credibility of the investigation is improved.

(2) Computer data on land utilization and buildings in connection with GIS and national

territorial information systems shall be fully used. 

(3) The investigated materials may be made into a chart or diagram when visual effects are

needed. 
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Basic

Characteristics

Preservation value

Repair matter

Environment

Ecology for
flora and fauna

Tour information

Generals

Location
environment

Repair plan

Ecology for 
flora and fauna

Land use

Obstacles

Laws

Ordinances

Relevant example

Problem

Change of 
current status

Opinions, etc. of citizens

Others

Information about 

the cultural

heritage

Current condition of

the surrounding

region

Relevant laws and

regulations

Others

Species, name, designated(protected) area, scope of
Permission Criteria, pictures, drawings, old documents, old
maps, location, owner, manager, etc.

History, structure, form, scale, plants, conditions, etc.

Historc, artistic, academic values, etc.

History of repairs, repair plans, excavated documents,
utilization plan, etc.

Environment of location, etc.

Route of movement, trees and forests, habitats, etc.

Number of tourists, interests of tourists, etc.

Social environment, relations between location and cultural
heritages, etc.

Analysis of topography, slope, etc., plants, roads, current
condition of facilities, current condition of water system,
conditions of water, changes of location environment, etc.

Problem, future city plans, repair plans, etc.

Route of movement, trees and forests, habitats, etc.

Designation of specific-use district/area/division, land
utilization, buildings, GIS materials, etc.

Obstacles in preserving and managing cultural heritage

National Land Planning and Utilization Act, Architecture Act, etc.

Relevant ordinances

Relevant examples and plans

Confliction between relevant laws, and resolutions

Existing permission and non-permissions for altering the
current status

Opinions polls of citizens and tourists on cultural heritage, etc.

References pertaining to making the Permission Criteria
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AArrttiiccllee 1166 ((AAnnaallyyssiiss ooff MMaatteerriiaallss))

(1) The transformation of the historic and cultural environment of the cultural heritage

concerned and the surrounding area thereof from the original to the present state shall be

analyzed.

(2) The topography and view, buildings’ height, natural environment and water system of the

surrounding area of the cultural heritage concerned shall be analyzed.

(3) The plan to designate the surrounding area of the cultural heritage as a specific use

district in connection with the National Land Planning and Utilization Act shall be made, and

relevant laws and regulations shall be compared and examined. 

CHAPTER 4: WRITING OF PERMISSION CRITERIA

AArrttiiccllee 1177 ((BBaassiicc PPrriinncciipplleess))

(1) The preservation, management and utilization of cultural heritage and the utilization of

the surrounding area thereof shall be in harmony.

(2) Based on the results of the investigation into the current condition, the area of the cultural

heritage shall be designated as an unconditional preservation district within certain limits so

that the construction of buildings shall be limited when the area falls under any of following

subparagraphs: 

1. The area in need of excavation research because the boundaries of remains are not defined

2. The area critical to the habitation of flora and fauna

3. The area particularly needed to the protection and management of the landscape of other

cultural heritage.

(3) The calculation of the height of the buildings covered by the Permission Criteria shall be

based on the following:

1. The earth’s surface shall be the reference point for height measurement. When the

surface is uneven, the reference point shall be the weighted average height of the area

bordering the building concerned, etc. 

2. For the purpose of the protection and management of the cultural heritage’s view and

landscape, the highest point of the building, etc. shall be regarded as the maximum height. 

< Example >

□ The highest point of the roof section for a building with a roof section

(4) Matters related to the excavation of buried cultural heritage shall be dealt with following

the separate procedures prescribed in Article 44 of the Act. 
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AArrttiiccllee 1188 ((EExxaammiinnaattiioonn SSttaannddaarrdd))

(1) The examination standards shall be divided into the common standards generally applied

to cultural heritage and the special standards applied to special cases. 

(2) The details on the examination standards are prescribed in Schedule 2.

CHAPTER 5: ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

AArrttiiccllee 1199 ((SSuubbmmiissssiioonn ooff DDeelliibbeerraattiioonn MMaatteerriiaallss))

The Administrative Organization shall submit to the Cultural Heritage Committee the

materials necessary to the deliberation including the Permission Criteria, investigation date

about the current condition and results of listening to the opinions of citizens, etc.

AArrttiiccllee 2200 ((MMaakkiinngg PPeerrmmiissssiioonn CCrriitteerriiaa ffoorr CCuullttuurraall HHeerriittaaggee DDeelleeggaatteedd ttoo SSii//DDoo))

As for the State-designated cultural heritage with no major changes among the ones whose

permission for changing the current status was already delegated to the Si/Do, the

Permission Criteria may be announced following the procedures prescribed herein with the

omission of one step of collecting opinions from citizens, etc. prescribed in Article 8 hereof. 

AArrttiiccllee 2211 ((AApppplliiccaattiioonn ooff PPeerrmmiissssiioonn CCrriitteerriiaa))

The announced Permission Criteria shall be dealt with following Article 59-3 (6) of the Rule. 

ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS

AArrttiiccllee 11 ((EEnnffoorrcceemmeenntt DDaattee))

This Guideline shall come into effect as of September 29, 2006. 

AArrttiiccllee 22 

Among the applications for changing the current status of cultural heritage submitted and

permitted before the Permission Criteria comes into effect pursuant to this Guideline, those

applications within the limits of the Permission Criteria shall be dealt with under Article 21,

and within fifteen (15) days thereafter the results shall be submitted to the person in charge

of granting permissions (Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration or Mayor/Do

governor).

SSCCHHEEDDUULLEE 22
11.. CCoommmmoonn EExxaammiinnaattiioonn SSttaannddaarrddss

A. Examination of Relevant Laws and Regulations

1) Relations with relevant laws and regulations including the National Land Planning and
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Utilization Act and the Military Protection Act shall be comprehensively examined. 

Example) Under the City Management Plan, the areas with great preservation values

including cultural heritage shall be designated as preservation districts (the Minister of the

Construction and Transportation Ministry or Mayor/Do governor) for the protection and

preservation thereof. 

2) Locations of cultural heritage and specific use districts/areas in the areas covered by the

Permission Criteria shall be comprehensively examined and reflected.

Example) City area (residential/commercial/industrial/green belt area)

Management area (conservation management/production management/planning

management area)

Agricultural area

Natural environment conservation area

3) When the need for matters including preserving the landscape of cultural heritage is

satisfied under other laws and ordinances, the laws and ordinances are used. 

B. Examination of the Preservation and Management of Cultural Heritage

1) Cultural heritage-designated districts and protection districts shall be identified, and the

surrounding area of the cultural heritage to be covered by the Permission Criteria shall be

clearly defined. 

□ As for the remains whose boundaries are not identified, the area identified after the

exhaustive research of documents shall be used as the boundaries thereof. 

□ The existence of buried cultural heritage shall be identified (through GIS, etc.), and the

identification shall be reflected in the preservation plan when necessary. 

2) The detailed maintenance plan if the plan is included in the cultural heritage preservation

and management plan or the permission criteria if the plan is not included shall be reflected

in the cultural heritage maintenance plan. The plan to buy land and obstructing objects, etc.

shall also be reflected.

3) The size, form, color, material and useof the buildings surrounding cultural heritage may

be limited after taking into account the characteristics thereof.

C. Examination of the Environment of Cultural Heritage

1) When the original environment is maintained

□ When the surrounding landscape of cultural heritage including the topography, river,

beach and greens is rarely changed from the original natural condition

- As for preserving and managing the historic and cultural environment of cultural heritage, a

visibility area shall be guaranteed, or the current visibility area shall be maintained as much

as possible depending on the topographical location.
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- The well-managed cultural heritage area shall have a sufficient buffer zone to separate it

from other areas. 

- In case the cultural heritage concerned lost most of the original status thereof, but is

surrounded by the well-managed landscape, the current status shall be preserved as much

as possible for the purpose of the future restoration and maintenance thereof. 

- In connection with the designation of a special use district under the city management plan,

the surrounding environment of cultural heritage shall be protected. 

2) When natural villages including farming villages are located around cultural heritage

□ When the surrounding environment of cultural heritage is relatively well managed, but

adjacent to natural villages of private houses, the villages shall be made harmonized with the

cultural heritage. 

□ The surrounding environment other than private houses shall be maintained as it stands. 

3) When the area surrounding cultural heritage is urbanized 

□ When it is a big city (population concentration and urbanization rates are very high)

Example) When cultural heritage are located in the area crowded with buildings in big cities

including Seoul and Daegu

- In connection with the designation of a special use district under the city management plan,

cultural heritage shall not look dwarfed as much as possible. 

- The angle of elevation may be applied when the height is measured.

- When it is very difficult to recover/restore the surrounding environment of the cultural

heritage concerned excepting the limited part thereof, the limits on the height of buildings

may be eased. 

□ When it is a middle-sized city (population concentration and urbanization rates are

relatively high)

Example) When cultural heritage are located in the area crowded with buildings in middle-

sized cities including Jeonju and Cheongju. 

- In connection with the designation of a special use district under the city management plan,

cultural heritage shall not look dwarfed as much as possible.

- For the purpose of protecting the landscape of cultural heritage, the viewpoint and view

range (view axis) shall be designated, and within the boundaries thereof construction

activities shall be avoided. 

- The angle of elevation may be applied when the height is measured.

- When it is very difficult to recover/restore the surrounding environment of the cultural

heritage concerned excepting the limited part thereof, the limits on the height of buildings

may be eased.

□ When it is a small city (population concentration and urbanization rates are relatively low)

Example) When cultural heritage are located in the area crowded with buildings in small
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cities including Yeosu and Miryang 

- In connection with the designation of a special use district under the city management plan,

cultural heritage shall not look dwarfed as much as possible.

- For the purpose of protecting the landscape of cultural heritage, the viewpoint and view

section (view axis) shall be designated, and within the boundaries thereof construction

activities shall be avoided. 

- The absolute height may be decided after taking into account the topography, height above

the sea level and view. 

- The angle of elevation may be applied when the height is measured.

- When it is very difficult to recover/restore the surrounding environment of the cultural

heritage concerned excepting the limited part thereof, the limits on the height of buildings

may be eased.

□ When it is an emerging city (population inflows and economic development are actively

underway)

- In connection with the designation of a special use district under the city management plan,

cultural heritage shall not look dwarfed as much as possible.

- The absolute height may be decided after taking into account the topography, height above

the sea level and view.

- For the purpose of protecting the landscape of cultural heritage, the viewpoint and view

section (view axis) shall be designated, and within the boundaries thereof construction

activities shall be avoided.

- The size, form, color, material and use of the buildings surrounding cultural heritage may

be limited for the protection of the landscape thereof, where development is underway. 

D. Examination of the View Range

1) The viewpoint and view range, and view object (view axis) shall be decided after taking into

account the environment of location (based on the investigation of the current condition). 

2) The extent to which the outside (view object) is viewed from inside the cultural heritage

(view point) shall be set.

□ The view point inside the cultural heritage shall be the guardian mountain, stream or

greenery, a view object or view range from which one can view the outside. 

3) The extent to which the inside (cultural heritage) is viewed from outside the cultural

heritage (view point) shall be set.

□ The view point outside the cultural heritage shall be a view point or view range in the road,

specific building, mountain or hill, from which one can view the cultural heritage.

4) Given that the view angle may be different depending on what extent to which the view

object is viewed from the view point, the characteristics and location environment of the
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relevant cultural heritage shall be taken into account when the view point and view object are

decided. 

5) For the purpose of securing the view range (view axis), and enhancing understandability

and usability, the analysis of landscape at major points may be conducted by using

simulation, etc.

E. Examination of the Application Scope in the Area Covered by the Permission Criteria

1) The same absolute height may be applied to the whole area covered by the Permission

Criteria.

2) When the area covered by the Permission Criteria is divided based on the environment of

location, the current condition of land use, etc., the followings shall be considered:

□ Division based on a certain distance, road, stream, hill, lot number, forest, certain

building, etc.

3) When possible, the specific-use area under the City Management Plan shall be used.

4) The same criteria shall be applied to the same range. 

22.. SSppeecciiaall EExxaammiinnaattiioonn SSttaannddaarrddss

A. As for Buddhist cultural heritage, the original environment shall be considered.  

B. As for the sites of kilns, the topography (hills, etc.) and the traffic route for pottery shall be

considered.

C. As for royal tombs/old tombs, the surrounding environment (in the mountain, forests, flat

land, etc.) and geomantic principles shall be considered.

D. As for cultural heritage which were moved out, the Permission Criteria may be made

within the minimum extent which is needed for the protection of the Cultural Heritage

concerned. 

E. In the area around migratory birds’ wintering grounds/breeding places/habitats, the

establishment of the facilities with netting including golf courses and the facilities with

electric lights shall be restricted. 

F. In the area around the stables and management houses for livestock, landscape lighting

shall be restricted.

G. The adequate amount of sunshine and the space for tree roots shall be guaranteed for old

big trees, forests and tree habitats. 

H. As for forests including village forests, the relationship with the village and function

thereof shall be considered. 

I. When the scenic place/nature protection area is included in the water system, the facilities
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which may obstruct the flow of water (wave, tide and flowing stream) and may influence the

water environment and ecosystem shall be avoided. 

66.. RReegguullaattiioonn ffoorr PPllaannttiinngg MMaannaaggeemmeenntt

CHAPTER 1 GENERAL PROVISIONS

AArrttiiccllee 11 ((PPuurrppoossee))

The purpose of this Regulation is to define basic matters in regard of managing planting in

the Korean National University of Cultural Heritage, National Maritime Museum, Palace

Museum and Palace Management Offices, and the Jongmyo Management Office,

Hyeonchungsa Management Office, Chilbaeguichong Management Office and District

Management Offices (hereinafter referred to as “Each Organization”).

CHAPTER 2 PLANTING MANAGEMENT

AArrttiiccllee 33 ((DDeeffiinniittiioonn))

The term “planting management” herein means maintaining and managing trees and shrubs,

lawns, herbs and moss, landscape facilities, etc. 

AArrttiiccllee 44 ((MMaannaaggeemmeenntt))

(1) The head of Each Organization shall take responsibility for planting management activities

falling under any of the following subparagraphs.

1. Conducting activities to improve trees’ health including fertilizing weak trees

2. Inspecting and preventing trees’ damage by blight and insects

3. Improving trees’ health by plowing and weeding hard land

4. Cordoning the trees in need of protection

5. Conducting mowing activities including selecting out unnecessary young trees and grass in

the area where species of trees need to be changed or in the area where young trees need to

be nurtured

6. Removing the fast-growing trees (acacia, plane tree, etc.) which harms the landscape,

when they are smaller than 6cm, and exotic plants (pokeweed, etc.)

7. Selecting inside branches for the development of branches and the prevention of snow

damage

8. Improving water quality of the pond and planting underwater plants
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9. Supplementing, and maintaining and managing the area of dead lawns

10. Protecting herbs and moss from treading

(2) The activities falling under any of the following subparagraphs shall not be performed

without the approval of the Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration (hereinafter

referred to as “Administrator”). 

1. Transplanting or supplementing trees

2. Felling trees (dead trees, etc.), or extracting grass or earth and stone

3. Activities which do harm to trees (including dramatically changing trees’ shape) and

landscape

4. Changing the characteristic form and quality of the pond, road, etc. 

5. Changing the current status of landscape objects including oddly shaped stones

AArrttiiccllee 55 ((PPrrooccuurreemmeenntt))

The trees, lawn and grass needed for the planting of Each Organization may be thinned within

the extent that does not obstruct planting management, with the approval of the

Administrator, and in this case they may be reused for planting. 

AArrttiiccllee 66 ((IInnssppeeccttiioonn))

The Cultural Heritage Administration shall inspect and give instructions about the planting

management activities prescribed in the following.

1. Diagnosis of the damage by blight and insects;

2. Diagnosis of trees’ health

3. State of other planting management items

AArrttiiccllee 77 ((TTrreeee BBooookk aanndd DDrraawwiinngg))

(1) Each Organization shall prepare tree books and drawings pursuant to the following.

1. As for the trees covered by the Mountain and Forest Act, tree books (Schedule 1) for

needle-leaf trees and for broadleaf trees shall be separately prepared/

2. As for other trees, a tree book per tree (Schedule 2-1 or 2-3) and drawing with a serial

number shall be prepared.

(2) Tree books and drawings shall be prepared at the Cultural Heritage Administration and

Each Organization. 
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AArrttiiccllee 88 ((RReeppoorrttiinngg))

When the number of trees increases or decrease, the increase and decrease shall be

arranged and reported to the Administrator by the end of December each year. 

AArrttiiccllee 99 ((PPaarrcceelliinngg--oouutt ooff TTrreeeess))

The trees inadequate for Each Organization shall be parceled out with the approval of the

Administrator when the cases falling under any of the following subparagraphs occur.

1. When the request of government agencies, public organizations, schools and military units

occur

2. When the Administrator deems it necessary.

CHAPTER 3 TRADITIONAL TREE NURSERY BUSINESS

AArrttiiccllee 1100 ((PPuurrppoossee))

The traditional tree nursery shall be established and operated for the purpose of producing

and supplying the trees, flowering plants and lawns needed for additional planting in Each

Organization, and plants for preserving the hereditary resources of natural monuments. 

AArrttiiccllee 1111 ((OOppeerraattiioonn))

The traditional tree nursery shall nurture the seedlings, flowering plants and lawns needed

for Each Organization, and plants for preserving the hereditary resources of natural

monuments, and the operation thereof shall be the responsibility of the manager of the

Sareung District Management Office (hereinafter referred to as “Manager”). 

1. The tree farm in Sareung shall mainly consist of the plants needed for the breeding of

seedlings, including seeding, cutting and transplanting to growing districts, and for the

preservation of flowering plants and the hereditary resources of natural monuments. 

2. Tree nurseries in Donggureung and Yungneung Cluster shall nurture the produced

seedlings and breed lawns. 

AArrttiiccllee 1122 ((DDeessiiggnnaattiioonn ooff PPrroodduuccttiioonn)) 

As for deciding the species of trees to be produced as seedlings, the principle shall be the

production of the trees, flowering plants, natural monument and rare plants, but when

deciding the species and amount of trees to be produced each year, the Manager shall make

a production plan, report the plan to the Administrator on or before December 30 each year,

receive the approval and then make the final decision. 

AArrttiiccllee 1133 ((EExxttrraaccttiinngg SSeeeeddss iinn PPaallaaccee aanndd RRooyyaall TToommbb))

(1) The seeds needed in the traditional tree nursery may be extracted from the autogenous

trees and flowering plants in Each Organization. 
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(2) The seeds of natural monuments and rare plants may be extracted based on the due

procedures prescribed in the relevant laws and ordinances. 

AArrttiiccllee 1144 ((WWeeeeddiinngg OOuutt))

Among the produced young seedlings, the bad seedlings affected by stamping and change of

seedbed, which fall under any of the following subparagraphs, shall be left to naturally die,

and the seedlings which are registered on the tree book shall be weeded out with the prior

approval of the Administrator. 

1. Week trees and abnormal trees

2. Trees damaged by blight and insects

3. Trees below the standards

4. Others including overproduced young seedlings

AArrttiiccllee 1155 ((TTrreeaattmmeenntt ooff DDeeaadd TTrreeeess))

When there happen abnormalities in the seedlings under management, the reason thereof

shall be identified and quickly treated, and when seedlings are dead, they shall be treated

pursuant to the procedures after the situation is reported to the Administrator.

AArrttiiccllee 1166 ((PPaarrcceelliinngg oouutt))

When the situation falls under any of the following subparagraphs, the seedlings which are

growing in the tree farm may be parceled out within the extent that does not cause

difficulties in satisfying the demand, with the approval of the Administrator. 

AArrttiiccllee 1177 ((PPrreeppaarraattiioonn ooff TTrreeee BBooookk))

For the purpose of the efficient management and exact analysis of seedlings, tree books shall

be prepared pursuant to the following.

1. Breeding book (form in Schedule 3): The trees are separately recorded depending on the

species during the period after conducting a series of activities (including stamping and

selecting high quality trees), as a result of seeding and cutting, and before registering the

trees on the seedling book.

2. Seedling book (form in Schedule 4): The number of the trees shall be separately recorded

depending on the species after the second change of seedbed in the case of seeding and

cutting, and after the first change of seedbed in the case of transplanting the tree to growing

districts. 

AArrttiiccllee 1188 ((RReeppoorrttiinngg))

The Manager shall report the increase and decrease of the number of seedlings to the

Administrator by the end of July and by the end of December. 
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CHAPTER 4 OPERATION OF TRADITIONAL PLANT STUDY PLACE

AArrttiiccllee 1199 ((DDeeffiinniittiioonn))

The plants displayed in the traditional plant study place shall be classified herein pursuant to

the following subparagraphs.

1. Greenhouse plants: Plants displayed in the greenhouse

2. Outdoor plants: Plants planted and displayed in the outdoor space of the traditional plant

study place

AArrttiiccllee 2200 ((BBrreeeeddiinngg)) 

As for the breeding of traditional plants, Each Organization shall make an annual plan

thereof and the breeding shall proceed pursuant to the plan. 

1. The plants deemed necessary for the exhibition and display may be bought within the limits

of the budget. 

2. The extra plants among the plants which are needed for the self-breeding may be

exchanged with other organizations. 

AArrttiiccllee 2211 ((LLeennddiinngg))

(1) Greenhouse plants may be lent free of charge when the situation falls under any of the

following subparagraphs.

1. When the Ministry of Culture and Tourism and the Cultural Heritage Administration hold events

2. When public organizations hold special events (example: receiving heads of state,

congratulatory events) and demand the lending

3. When the head of Each Organization deems it necessary

(2) When the plants die during the lending period, the cost shall be compensated. 

AArrttiiccllee 2222 ((PPaarrcceelliinngg OOuutt))

The head of Each Organization may parcel out the plants within the extent that does not

cause difficulties in the exhibition and display, when the situation falls under any of the

following subparagraphs.

1. When public organizations or schools demand it

2. When the head of Each Organization deems it necessary

AArrttiiccllee 2233 ((SSeelleeccttiinngg))

The plants falling under any of the following among the plants under management may be

weeded out.
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1. When plants are completely dead

2. When plants are deemed unnecessary in the case of overproduction, etc. 

AArrttiiccllee 2244 ((PPrreeppaarraattiioonn ooff BBooookk))

For the purpose of the efficient management of the traditional plant study place, the

following books shall be recorded and prepared.

1. Plant book (form in Schedule 5): The greenhouse plants which is exhibited and displayed

after the completion of the change of flowerpot, and the outdoor plants planted outdoors

2. Breeding book (form in Schedule 6): The plants before the change of flowerpot and the

plants before the planting in the outdoor place

3. Lending book (form in Schedule 7)

AArrttiiccllee 2255 ((RReeppoorrttiinngg))

The head of Each Organization shall report the increase and decrease of the number of

traditional plants to the Administrator by the end of December each year.

AADDDDIITTIIOONNAALL PPRROOVVIISSIIOONNSS ((JJuullyy 11,, 11999999))

This Regulation shall be implemented on and after the day of enforcement thereof.

77.. GGuuiiddeelliinnee ffoorr tthhee PPrreesseerrvvaattiioonn aanndd MMaannaaggeemmeenntt ooff TTrreeeess iinn CCuullttuurraall
HHeerriittaaggee AArreeaass

AArrttiiccllee 11 ((PPuurrppoossee))

The purpose of this Guideline is to define the basic matters regarding the reasonable

preservation and management of the trees and shrubs in the cultural heritage area.

AArrttiiccllee 22 ((AApppplliiccaattiioonn))

This Guideline shall be applied to the matters regarding the preservation and management of

the trees and shrubs in the State-designated cultural heritage, which are not under direct

control of the Cultural Heritage Administration, and the Si/Do-designated cultural heritage.

The naturalistic monuments, among historic sites, scenic spots, natural monuments and

Si/Do monuments, shall be excluded. 

AArrttiiccllee 33 ((DDeeffiinniittiioonn))

The terms used herein refer to the following.

1. Cultural heritage area: The area designated as a cultural heritage or the protected zone

for the cultural heritage under the Cultural Heritage Protection Act
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2. Cultural heritage landscape forest: The area where trees and shrubs are growing in a

group in the place designated as the cultural heritage area

3. Historic landscape memorial tree: The trees which are 100 year-old or over, or have

symbolic meanings in the place designated as the cultural heritage area

4. Cultural heritage landscape tree: The trees in the cultural heritage area other than historic

landscape memorial trees

AArrttiiccllee 44 ((BBaassiicc DDiirreeccttiioonn ooff MMaannaaggeemmeenntt))

Within the extent that does not harm the designation value of cultural heritage and the

original form thereof, pursuant to the characteristics of each cultural heritage, the cultural

heritage landscape forests, historic landscape memorial trees and cultural heritage

landscape trees shall be preserved and managed so that the health and symbolic meanings

thereof shall not be undermined. 

AArrttiiccllee 55 ((GGeenneerraall MMaannaaggeemmeenntt))

The heads of organizations dealing with cultural heritage (hereinafter referred to as “Head of

Each Organization”) shall diligently take action on the matters falling under any of the

following subparagraphs.

1. Cultural heritage landscape forest

a. The investigation into the environmental and ecological matters, including the growth of

young trees in cultural heritage landscape forests, the change of forest divisions, the

condition of ecological succession and the invasion of exotic plants, shall be conducted every

five years, and management plans shall be made. 

b. Landscape forest-cultivating activities including inspecting and preventing the damage by

blight and insects, and selective felling shall be conducted, provided the ecological

environment shall be preserved. 

c. The facilities to prevent fire and disaster in landscape forests and in sloping land, or the

network of mountain lands shall be repaired (the repair of mountain road network shall be

conducted within the limit of three (3) m and with environmentally friendly materials). 

2. Historic landscape memorial tree and cultural heritage landscape tree

a. The diagnosis of trees’ health shall be conducted more than two (2) times a year in the

blooming season of March to April and June to July

b. For the purpose of improving the breeding environment and maintaining the shape of the

tree, measures falling under any of the following subparagraphs shall be constantly taken.

1) Inspecting and preventing the damage by blight and insects
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2) Preventing natural damage (typhoon, rainstorm, strong winds, heavy rains, etc.),

physiological damage (change of the soil environment, etc.) or man-made damage

3) Removing the plants which obstruct the growth of trees

4) Providing nutrients including spreading fertilizers

5) Improving the breeding environment in the hard land

6) Removing the dead land and weak land.

3. Others

a. As for the trees that are worried to inflict direct damage or to have impact on designated

cultural heritage (buildings, etc), the removal plans shall be made after conducting the

structural safety diagnosis and listening to relevant experts.

b. As for the trees that have cultural meaning and symbolism, when they are damaged or

dead, the plans to plant the same species of trees in the same place shall be made. 

c. The fast-growing trees which are not adequate for landscape including Pinus rigida,

Robinia pseudoacacia, Platanus orientalis L, Populus, Ailanthus altissima, Populus

euramericana, Magnolia obovata, Acer palmatum var. amoenum, and Chamaecyparis obtuse,

and exotic plants shall be removed. 

AArrttiiccllee 66 ((MMaatttteerrss iinn NNeeeedd ooff PPeerrmmiissssiioonn))

(1) The matters falling under any of the following subparagraphs shall be approved by the

Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration (hereinafter referred to as

“Administrator”), provided that the emergent or minor matters shall be excluded. 

1. Planting, pulling out, moving (changing the location, etc.) or supplementing trees

2. Removing trees (dead trees, etc) and extracting herbs and moss or earth and stone

3. Conducting activities for the protection and management of trees, including improving

trees’ health, adjusting trees’ shape, and performing surgical and roots operations

4. Conducting the activities which influence the growth of trees’ roots, including piling up on

or cutting the ground, and piling up earth and stone, and other objects in the area where

trees’ roots spread out

5. Constructing protection facilities for trees and landscape forests (including mountain

roads)

(2) The emergent or minor matters prescribed in paragraph (1) refer to the following.

1. Emergent matters

a. In the case that buildings’ falling down caused by typhoons may inflict second damage on

trees nearby
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b. In the case that the cause of unexpected situations including mountain fire needs to be

removed

c. In the case that the emergent prevention and extermination of harmful insects are needed

in a wide region

d. In the case that emergent measures need to be taken after listening to experts including

plant protection technicians

2. Minor matters

a. Removing broken tree branches after a natural disaster, dead twigs or weak land

b. Inspecting and preventing the damage by blight and insects with the identified life cycle

and the prescription of plant protection technicians attatched

AArrttiiccllee 77 ((CChheecckkiinngg aanndd IInnssttrruuccttiioonn))

The Administrator may check and give instructions about the matters, which are conducted

by Each Organization regarding the preservation and management of trees, falling under any

of the following subparagraphs.

1. Matters regarding investigation of the current condition and diagnosis of trees’ health

2. Matters regarding management of landscape forests and trees

3. Others including matters regarding prediction of the impact on preservation and

prevention measures

AArrttiiccllee 88 ((BBooookk aanndd ddrraawwiinngg))

The Head of Each Organization shall record, manage and prepare the books and drawings

falling under any of the following subparagraphs, provided that the books and drawings shall

be made through investigation of the current condition

1. In the area covered by the Forest Act

a. Plant list for cultural heritage landscape forests

b. Plant distribution chart for cultural heritage landscape forests

c. Plant structure for cultural heritage landscape forests

2. In the area not covered by the Forest Act

a. Book for cultural heritage landscape trees

b. Plot plan for cultural heritage landscape trees

3. Historic landscape memorial trees

a. List for historic landscape memorial trees

b. Plot plan for historic landscape memorial trees

c. Management book for historical landscape memorial trees
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AArrttiiccllee 99 ((RReeppoorrttiinngg))

When the situations falling under any of the following occur, the Head of Each Organization

shall report to the Administrator after reporting to the head of Si/Gun/Gu and the Mayor/Do

governor.

(1) When the number of trees increases or decreases: By December each year after

arranging books and drawings

(2) When emergencies occur: Within seven (7) days after the treatment thereof
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Appendix B. Related Plans

11.. CCuullttuurraall HHeerriittaaggee CChhaarrtteerr

The purpose of this Guideline is to define the basic matters regarding the reasonable

preservation and preamble

We, 

Taking into consideration that cultural heritage is not only a precious treasure embodying the

knowledge, wisdom and life of our ancestors but also a universal heritage of mankind, 

Noting tangible and intangible cultural heritage represents the essence of a nation's culture

and its foundation, which in spite of many hardships has been successfully preserved and

handed down in the path of our long history. Our efforts to know, identify with and preserve

our cultural heritage display the fundamental characteristics of love for both our country and

our people, 

In recognition of this importance of cultural heritage, all people should make a concerted

effort to avoid the destruction of cultural heritage and its surrounding environment, 

Mindful of the problems of fragility and irreparable damage to cultural heritage, people must

inherit undamaged cultural heritage which can then be passed on to future generations, 

Declare the following actions: 

 Cultural heritage should be preserved in its original state 

 Cultural heritage, together with its surrounding environment must be protected from

reckless and unsustainable development strategies 

 Taking into account the immeasurable value of cultural heritage, actions which could

have a negative impact on cultural heritage must be prohibited and illegal transfers and

excavations of such materials must be eradicated 

 The appreciation and awareness of cultural heritage should be promoted through diverse

education at schools, in the home and throughout society 

 The people have a duty to develop their national culture through participation in efforts for
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the conservation of their invaluable cultural heritage.  

[On 8 December 1997 at the Changdeok-gung in Seoul, which was inscribed as a World

Heritage site at the 21st General Assembly of the Unesco's World Heritage Committee, the

closing ceremony of the Year for Cultural Heritage was held. At the ceremony, the Cultural

Heritage Charter was jointly declared by six ministries of the Korean Government, following

recommendations put forth by the Korean National Commission for UNESCO.]

22.. CCuullttuurraall HHeerriittaaggee 22001111 PPllaann

Cultural Heritage 2011 focuses on concrete

objectives and detailed tasks involved with

strengthening core capabilities, rationalizing

preservation, establishing a cooperative

management system, and reinvigorating

public appreciation of the royal tombs.

1. Strengthening Core Capability

2. Reasonable Conservation 

3. Cooperation

4. Cultivation 
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33.. CCoommpprreehheennssiivvee MMaaiinntteennaannccee PPllaann AArroouunndd tthhee DDoonngggguurreeuunngg CClluusstteerr ((EE11))

44.. CCoommpprreehheennssiivvee MMaaiinntteennaannccee PPllaann ffoorr tthhee YYeeoonnggnneeuunngg CClluusstteerr ((EE55))

Preparing standard guidelines governing

permission to make changes in the areas

surrounding the Donggureung Cluster (E1)

and drawing up maintenance plans for the

entrance area

Plans to purchase part of the neighboring

land at the Yeongneung Cluster (E5) and

excavate and restore the Joseon tomb

system. The restored historical site can be

turned into a park that can accommodate

diverse forms of tourism. So far, excavation

and research of the jaesil site, the

geumcheongyo bridge, and the restoration of

the chamdo, or worship road, have been

completed at Yeongneung (04), and the

suragan (royal kitchen) has been restored at

Yeongneung (22).
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66.. EExxccaavvaattiioonn aanndd EExxpplloorraattiioonn iinn UUiirreeuunngg ttoo RReessttoorree tthhee AArreeaa

55.. BBaassiicc PPllaann ffoorr RReessttoorriinngg SSeeoossaammrreeuunngg aanndd RReeaaddjjuussttiinngg IIttss VViicciinniittyy

The plan aims at restoring Seosamreung

through the cooperation of the Cultural

Heritage Administration, Gyeonggi-do, and

members of the public to enhance regional

competitiveness in attracting more visitors

thus, creating the basis for the restoration

and making resting space for citizens. The

agencies involved organized a committee in

2004 to promote the restoration of

Seosamreung Cluster and formulated a basic

plan for restoring the royal tomb and

readjusting the configuration of its vicinity.

Under the first-phase plan for restoring the

destroyed tomb area, the Cultural Heritage

Administration urged its designation as an

additional historic site and started talks in

2005-2006 to take over its management and

buy the land from its owners, which included

the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

Plans are under way in parts of Uireung

Cluster, where the National Intelligence

Service relinquished land, to restore the

original system of the royal tombs. This will

involve  removal of the Japanese-style pond

and other landscaping facilities built between

a T-shaped shrine and a red spiked gate and

restoration, after an archaeological survey

and study of the records, of a worship road, a

royal stream and a bridge across the

forbidden stream. Excavation at the site has

also uncovered architectural remains

presumed to be a royal kitchen and a guards'

house. Restoration of these structures is

planned after more excavation and

exploration of the site.
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77.. CCoommpprreehheennssiivvee CCoouunntteerrmmeeaassuurreess ttoo PPrreesseerrvvee GGwwaannggnneeuunngg FFoorreesstt

Because the ecology of the Gwangneung

forest was being rapidly destroyed by

reckless development, these agencies, with

presidential approval, in 1997 concluded an

agreement, Comprehensive Countermeasures

to Preserve Gwangneung Forest. To ensure

concrete results, the Office of the Prime

Minister, in consultation with the agencies

involved, took the lead in formulating action

plans in five areas: improving the manageme

nt of Gwangneung Forest; formulating

measures to reduce traffic on the road

through it; preventing pollution in the

Bongcheonsa stream; curbing development

around Gwangneung Forest; and preparing

legal and institutional devices to promote

preservation of Gwangneung Forest.

Furthermore, the Korean National Arboretum

was assigned responsibility in 1999 for

preservation of Gwangneung Forest and has

worked continuously ever since to fulfill this

goal.
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99.. CCoommpprreehheennssiivvee CCoouunntteerrmmeeaassuurreess ttoo PPrreesseerrvvee SSeeoooorreeuunngg FFoorreesstt

88.. CCoommpprreehheennssiivvee CCoouunntteerrmmeeaassuurreess ttoo PPrreesseerrvvee DDoonngggguurreeuunngg FFoorreesstt
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Appendix C. Promotion Process of Inclusion in the World Heritage List

○ May. 24. 2005     Plan of Inscribing the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty on the World 

Heritage List

○ Dec. 30. 2005   Inscription of the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty on the World  

Heritage Tentative List

○ Mar. 15. 2006   Academic Symposium on the Values of the Joseon Royal Tombs 

○ Aug. 28. 2006 ~ Present   Preparing the Nomination Dossier 

(Cultural Heritage Administration, ICOMOS-Korea) 

○ Dec. 5. 2006     Preparation Conference of CHA, ICOMOS-Korea

○ Dec. 20. 2006     Workshop in Donggureung, Gwangneung, Hongyureung Cluster
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○ Dec. 27~28. 2006    1st International Symposium, “ Comparative Studies on Royal Tombs 

in Asia ”

○ Jan. 9~13. 2007     Field Survey of the Royal Tombs of the Nguyen Dynasty (Vietnam)  

○ Jan. 24. 2007     Workshop in Seooreung and Seosamreung Cluster

○ Jan. 27~30. 2007     Field Survey of Ming & Qing Royal Tombs (China) 

○ Feb. 5. 2007     Expert Workshop for the Inscription of the Royal Tombs of the Joseon 

Dynasty on the World Heritage List
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○ May. 29 ~ June. 1. 2007     Field Tour to Geonwolleung (2007 ICOMOS Asia and the Pacific 

Regional Meeting)

○ Jul. 6. 2007     Brainstorming Meeting of CHA, Royal Tomb Management Office and 

ICOMOS-Korea

○ Jul. 27. 2007     Meeting of CHA and Local Governments (Seoul, Gyeonggi-do and             

Gangwon-do) for Inscription on the World Heritage List

○ Aug. 24. 2007     Director-General Level Meeting of CHA and Local Governments (Seoul 

and Gyeonggi-do) 

○ Aug. 28. 2007     2nd International Symposium, “ The Conservation and Management of 

Asian Royal Tombs “

○ Sept. 14. 2007      1st Meeting for Conservation and Management of the Royal Tombs 

(Officers related to the Royal Tombs)

○ Oct. 4. 2007      Presentation of the Draft Nomination Dossier of the Joseon Royal Tombs 

○ Nov. 11. 2007     Workshop for Management of the Royal Tombs 

(CHA and Local Governments) 

○ Dec. 4. 2007     2nd Meeting for Conservation and Management of the Royal Tombs 

(Officers related to the Royal Tombs)
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Documents relating to the Royal Tomb of Joseon Dynasty include uigwe (의궤, 儀軌), neungji (능
지, 陵誌) and wangreungdo 1(왕릉도, 王陵圖). Uigwe is a historical chronicle of the Royal family as the

main subject whereas neungji and wangrengdo are documented data from the tomb site to manage the

tomb and research on the actual condition of Royal family.

■ Records of the Office of Royal Tombs
■ 67 of them have been identified.

Uigwe is a book that made a record of the course of events, necessary expenses, number of

participants, and procedure of the ceremony at the time of an important national event in Joseon

Dynasty in preparation for the upcoming events. At the time of important events in the Royal

Family, they were documented in the chronological order to prepare registry. Based on such entry,

uigwe was produced by categorizing the events and describing them in pictures. 

The types of uigwe vary. Those relating to the Royal Family include Salleungdogam Uigwe

documenting the procedure of building tombs of kings and queens, Cheonreungdogam Uigwe

recording the process of moving a tomb, Bongreungdogam Uigwe documenting the course of events of

a tomb (myo, won) promoted to the status of a royal tomb, Sangsidogam Uigwe granting a posthumous

title to a king upon his death, Sugaedogam Uigwe recording the procedure of repairing stone figures

or structures of a royal tomb, Chubaedogam Uigwe documenting the process of adding stone figures to

a royal tomb, Yeonggeondogam Uigwe recording the procedure of erecting a tombstone on a royal tomb

and Jungsudogam Uigwe documenting the repair record of structures.

Currently, Kyujanggak of Seoul National University has the largest number of collection of uigwe.

Besides, other uigwes are kept in Jangseogak of the Academy of Korean Studies, Korean University

Museum, Paris National Library of France, Kunaicho (Gungnaecheong) of Japan and the British Museum.

Many records related to the royal tombs exist, and the following is the list of what are currently

identified.

Uigwe (의궤, 儀軌)1.

(1) Salleungdogam Uigwe (산릉도감의궤, 山陵都監儀軌)

*1 “wangreungdo” Paintings of the Royal Tombs

Possession
Year of

Publication
Title

K

P

K

P

1757
(Yeongjo 33)

1757
(Yeongjo 33)

1600
(Seonjo 33)

1630
(Injo 8)

인순왕후산릉도감의궤 (Queen Insun)

인순왕후산릉도감의궤 (Queen Insun)

의인왕후산릉도감의궤 (Queen Uiin)

선조목릉천장시산릉도감의궤 (Moving)

Serial
No.

18

18

19

19
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K

K

J

J

P

J

J

K

J

J

P

P

K

J

P

K

J

P

K

J

P

J

1632
(Injo 10)

1649
(Hyojong 0)

1649
(Hyojong 0)

1731
(Yeongjo 7)

1731
(Yeongjo 7)

1688
(Sukjong 14)

1659
(Hyeonjong 0)

1659
(Hyeonjong 0)

1673
(Hyeonjong 14)

1674
(Hyeonjong 15)

1674
(Hyeonjong 15)

1674
(Sukjong 0)

1674
(Sukjong 0)

1675
(Sukjong 1)

1683
(Sukjong 9)

1684
(Sukjong 10)

1684
(Sukjong 10)

1684
(Sukjong 10)

1701
(Sukjong 27)

1701
(Sukjong 27)

1701
(Sukjong 27)

1721
(Gyeongjong 1)

인목왕후산릉도감의궤 (Queen Inmok)

인조장릉산릉도감의궤 (King Injo)

인조장릉산릉도감의궤 (King Injo)

장릉천봉시산릉도감의궤 (Moving)

장릉천봉시산릉도감의궤 (Moving)

인조장렬왕후산릉도감의궤 (Queen Jangnyeol)

효종영릉산릉도감의궤 (King Hyojong)

효종영릉산릉도감의궤 (King Hyojong)

효종영릉산릉도감의궤 (King Hyojong)

인선왕후산릉도감의궤 (Queen Inseon)

인선왕후산릉도감의궤 (Queen Inseon)

현종숭릉산릉도감의궤 (King Hyeonjong)

현종숭릉산릉도감의궤 (King Hyeonjong)

현종숭릉산릉도감의궤 (King Hyeonjong)

명성왕후숭릉산릉도감의궤 (Queen Myeongseong)

명성왕후숭릉산릉도감의궤 (Queen Myeongseong)

명성왕후숭릉산릉도감의궤 (Queen Myeongseong)

명성왕후숭릉산릉도감의궤 (Queen Myeongseong)

인원왕후산릉도감의궤 (Queen Inwon)

인원왕후산릉도감의궤 (Queen Inwon)

인원왕후산릉도감의궤 (Queen Inwon)

숙종명릉산릉도감의궤 (King Sukjong)

19

20

20

20

20

21

22

22

22

22

22

23

23

23

23

23

23

23

24

24

24

24
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P

P

J

P

J

K

P

J

K

K

K

P

K

K

J

P

P

P

K

K

K

P

1721
(Gyeongjong 1)

1680
(Sukjong 6)

1681
(Sukjong 7)

1724
(Yeongjo 0)

1725
(Yeongjo 1)

1730
(Yeongjo 6)

1730
(Yeongjo 6)

1730
(Yeongjo 6)

1776
(Jeongjo 0)

1805
(Sunjo 5)

1757
(Yeongjo 33)

1757
(Yeongjo 33)

1800
(Sunjo 1)

1821
(Sunjo 21)

1821
(Sunjo 21)

1821
(Sunjo 21)

1821
(Sunjo 21)

1834
(Sunjo 34)

1834
(Sunjo 34)

1857
(Cheoljong 8)

1843
(Heonjong 9)

1843
(Heonjong 9)

숙종명릉산릉도감의궤 (King Sukjong)

인경왕후산릉도감의궤 (Queen Ingyeong)

인경왕후산릉도감의궤 (Queen Ingyeong)

경종의릉산릉도감의궤 (King Gyeongjong)

경종의릉산릉도감의궤 (King Gyeongjong)

선의왕후산릉도감의궤 (Queen Seonui)

선의왕후산릉도감의궤 (Queen Seonui)

의릉산릉도감의궤 (King Gyeongjong)

영조원릉산릉도감의궤 (King Yeongjo)

정순왕후원릉산릉도감의궤 (Queen Jeongsun)

정성왕후산릉도감의궤 (Queen Jeongseong)

정성왕후산릉도감의궤 (Queen Jeongseong)

정조건릉산릉도감의궤 (King Jeongjo)

효의왕후건릉산릉도감의궤 (Queen Hyoui)

효의왕후건릉산릉도감의궤 (Queen Hyoui)

효의왕후건릉산릉도감의궤 (Queen Hyoui)

건릉천봉시산릉도감의궤 (Moving)

순조인릉산릉도감의궤 (King Sunjo)

순조인릉산릉도감의궤 (King Sunjo)

순원왕후인릉산릉도감의궤 (Queen Sunwon)

효현왕후경릉산릉도감의궤 (Queen Hyohyeon)

효현왕후경릉산릉도감의궤 (Queen zHyohyeon)

24

25

25

26

26

26

26

26

28

28

29

29

30

30

30

30

30

31

31

31

32

32



1. Introduction
A

p
p

en
d

ix 4

8

K

P

K
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J

J
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J

K

P

K

K

Ku

1849
(Cheoljong 0)

1849
(Cheoljong 0)

1903
(Gwangmu 7)

1903
(Gwangmu 7)

1863
(Gojong 0)

1863
(Gojong 0)

1863
(Gojong 15)

1863
(Gojong 15)

1895
(Gojong 32)

1895
(Gojong 32)

1919

1919

after 1919

1926

1846
(Heonjong 12)

1846
(Heonjong 12)

1855
(Cheoljong 6)

1890
(Gojong 27)

1890
(Gojong 27)

경릉산릉도감의궤 (King Heonjong)

경릉산릉도감의궤 (King Heonjong)

효정왕후경릉산릉도감의궤 (Queen Hyojeong)

효정왕후경릉산릉도감의궤 (Queen Hyojeong)

철종예릉산릉도감의궤 (King  Cheoljong)

철종예릉산릉도감의궤 (King Cheoljong)

철인왕후예릉산릉도감의궤 (Queen Cheorin)

철인왕후예릉산릉도감의궤 (Queen Cheorin)

명성왕후홍릉산릉도감의궤 (Empress Myeongseong)

명성왕후홍릉산릉도감의궤 (Empress Myeongseong)

홍릉천봉산릉주감의궤 (Moving)

고종태황제산릉주감의궤 (Emperor Gojong)

고종태황제산릉주감의궤 (Emperor Gojong)

순종효황제산릉주감의궤 (Emperor Sunjong)

문조수릉산릉도감의궤 (King Munjo)

수릉천봉산릉도감의궤 (Moving)

수릉천봉산릉도감의궤 (Moving)

신정왕후수릉산릉도감의궤 (Queen Sinjeong)

신정왕후수릉산릉도감의궤 (Queen Sinjeong)

32

32

32

32

33

33

33

33

34

34

34

34

34

35

40

40

40

40

40

* K: Kyujanggak(Korea)
* J: Jangseogak(Korea)
* P: Paris(France)
* Ku: Kunaicho(Japan)
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(2) Cheolleungdogam Uigwe (천릉도감의궤, 遷陵都監儀軌)

Possession
Year of

Publication
Title

K

K

P

K

P

K

K

K

K

P

K

K

J

J

J

J

J

J

J

1630
(Injo 8)

1630
(Injo 8)

1630
(Injo 8)

1731
(Yeongjo 7)

1731
(Yeongjo 7)

1673
(Hyeonjong 14)

1673
(Hyeonjong 14)

1673
(Hyeonjong 14)

1821
(Sunjo 21)

1821
(Sunjo 21)

1856
(Cheoljong 7)

1856
(Cheoljong 7)

1919

1919

1919

1919

1926

1926

1926 이후

선조목릉천릉도감의궤 (Mongneung)

선조목릉천봉산릉도감의궤 (Mongneung)

선조목릉천봉산릉도감의궤 (Mongneung)

인조장릉천릉도감도청의궤 (Jangneung)

인조장릉천릉도감도청의궤 (Jangneung)

효종영릉천릉도감의궤 (Yeongneung)

효종영릉천릉도감빈전소의궤 (Yeongneung)

효종영릉천릉도감의궤 (Yeongneung)

정조건릉천봉도감의궤 (Geolleung)

정조건릉천봉도감의궤 (Geolleung)

인릉천봉산릉도감의궤 (Illeung)

인릉천봉도감의궤 (Illeung)

홍릉천봉산릉주감의궤 (Hongneung)

홍릉천봉산릉주감의궤 (Hongneung)

홍릉천봉주감의궤 (Hongneung)

홍릉천봉주감의궤 (Hongneung)

유릉천봉산릉주감의궤 (Yureung)

순명효황후천봉주감의궤 (Yureung)

순명효황후천봉주감의궤 (Yureung)

Serial
No.

19

19

19

20

20

22

22

22

30

30

31

31

34

34

34

34

35

35

35

■ 26 of them have been identified.
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J

K

K

K

K

P

K

1926

1789
(Jeongjo 13)

1789
(Jeongjo 13)

1789
(Jeongjo 13)

1846
(Heonjong 12)

1846
(Heonjong 12)

1855
(Cheoljong 6)

유릉천봉주감의궤 (Yureung)

장조영우원천봉도감도청의궤 (Yungneung)

장조영우원천봉도감도청의궤 (Yungneung)

장조현륭원천원의궤 (Yungneung)

수릉천봉도감도청의궤 (Sureung)

수릉천봉도감도청의궤 (Sureung)

수릉천봉도감의궤 (Sureung)

35

38

38

38

40

40

40

(3) Bongneungdogam Uigwe (봉릉도감의궤, 封陵都監儀軌)

Possession
Year of

Publication
Title

P

J

K

P

K

J

J

K

P

1699
(Sukjong 25)

1699
(Sukjong 25)

1699
(Sukjong 25)

1698
(Sukjong 24)

1698
(Sukjong 24)

1699
(Sukjong 25)

1739
(Yeongjo 15)

1739
(Yeongjo 15)

1739
(Yeongjo 15)

장릉봉릉도감의궤 (Jangneung)

장릉봉릉도감의궤 (Jangneung)

장릉봉릉도감의궤 (Jangneung)

사릉봉릉도감의궤 (Sareung)

사릉봉릉도감의궤 (Sareung)

사릉도감의궤 (Sareung)

온릉봉릉도감의궤 (Olleung)

온릉봉릉도감의궤 (Olleung)

온릉봉릉도감의궤 (Olleung)

Serial
No.

06

06

06

07

07

07

14

14

14

■ 9 of them have been identified.

* K: Kyujanggak(Korea)
* J: Jangseogak(Korea)
* P: Paris(France)

* K: Kyujanggak(Korea)
* J: Jangseogak(Korea)
* P: Paris(France)
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(4) Sangsidogam Uigwe (상시도감의궤, 上諡都監儀軌)

Possession
Year of

Publication
Title

K
1776

(Yeongjo 52)
장조상시봉원도감의궤 (Yungneung)

Serial
No.

38

(5) Sugaedogam Uigwe (수개도감의궤, 修改都監儀軌)

Possession
Year of

Publication
Title

K

P

K

J

J

K

P

K

K

K

K

K

Ku

P

1699
(Sukjong 25)

1648
(Injo 26)

1807
(Sunjo 7)

1660
(Hyeonjong 0)

1677
(Sukjong 3)

1744
(Yeongjo 20)

1744
(Yeongjo 20)

1810
(Sunjo 10)

1810
(Sunjo 10)

1804
(Sunjo 4)

1609
(Gwanghaegun 0)

1899
(Gwangmu 3)

1900
(Gwangmu 4)

1667
(Hyeonjong 8)

장릉수개도감의궤 (Jangneung)

공혜왕후순릉수개도감의궤 (Sulleung)

강릉수개도감의궤 (Gangneung)

영릉수개도감의궤 (Yeongneung)

숭릉수개도감의궤 (Sungneung)

명릉수개도감의궤 (Myeongneung)

명릉수개도감의궤 (Myeongneung)

원릉수개도감의궤 (Wolleung)

원릉수개도감의궤 (Wolleung)

건릉수개도감의궤 (Geolleung)

수릉수개의궤 (Sureung)

수릉능상사초개수도감의궤 (Sureung)

수릉능상사초개수도감의궤 (Sureung)

정종후릉수개도감의궤 (Hureung)

Serial
No.

06

12

18

22

23

24

24

28

28

30

40

40

40

N

■ One of them have been identified.

■ 14 of them have been identified.

* K: Kyujanggak(Korea)

* K: Kyujanggak(Korea)
* J: Jangseogak(Korea)
* P: Paris(France)
* Ku: Kunaicho(Japan)
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(7) Yeonggeondogam Uigwe (영건도감의궤, 營建都監儀軌)

Possession
Year of

Publication
Title

K

P

P

P

P

P

1770
(Yeongjo 46)

1744
(Yeongjo 20)

1754
(Yeongjo 30)

1753
(Yeongjo 29)

1747
(Yeongjo 22)

1744
(Yeongjo 20)

정릉표석영건청의궤

영릉표석영건청의궤

후릉현릉광릉경릉창릉선릉정릉표석영건청의궤

희릉태릉효릉강릉장릉표석영건청의궤

목릉휘릉혜릉표석영건청의궤

제릉신도비영건청의궤

Serial
No.

02

04

N/05/08/36
/09/11/13

15/16/17

/18/29

27/21/19

N

(8) Jungsudogam Uigwe (중수도감의궤, 重修都監儀軌)

Possession
Year of

Publication
Title

K

P

K

1764
(Yeongjo 40)

1764
(Yeongjo 40)

1695
(Sukjong 21)

건원릉정자각중수도감의궤
(Geonwolleung, T-shaped house)

건원릉정자각중수도감의궤
(Geonwolleung, T-shaped house)

헌릉비석중건청의궤 (Heolleung, Stone stele)

Serial
No.

01

01

03

(6) Chubaedogam Uigwe (추배도감의궤, 追排都監儀軌)

Possession
Year of

Publication
Title

J

K

K

1722
(Gyeongjong 2)

1722
(Gyeongjong 2)

1722
(Gyeongjong 2)

혜릉석물추배도감의궤 (Hyereung)

혜릉석물추배도감의궤 (Hyereung)

혜릉석물추배도감의궤 (Hyereung)

Serial
No.

27

27

27

■ 3 of them have been identified.

■ 6 of them have been identified.

■ 6 of them have been identified.

* K: Kyujanggak(Korea)
* J: Jangseogak(Korea)

* K: Kyujanggak(Korea)
* P: Paris(France)
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K

Ku

K

1768
(Yeongjo 44)

1903
(Gwangmu 7)

1897~1905
(Gwangmu 1~9)

헌릉석물중수도감의궤
(Heolleung, Stone objects)

홍릉석의중수도감의궤
(Hongneung, Stone objects)

홍릉석의중수도감의궤
(Hongneung, Stone objects)

03

34

34

Neungji is a document to manage and research the actual condition of royal tomb. 

The contents vary from one another, but it generally introduces the historical background, features

and form of the royal tomb. In addition, writings regarding the births, installation, enthronement,

deaths, funerals, neungho (name of tomb), myoho (name of king after death), history of the deceased

kings and queens and the procedure of funerals, and burial mound, T-shaped shrine, stele shed and

tomb keeper's house, and documents of land to prepare for the maintenance cost of royal tomb, a

breakdown of those exempted from compulsory labors or taxes and duties to keep the royal tomb are

recorded in neungji. 

It is assumed that all the Royal Tombs from Joseon Dynasty would have neungji. Nevertheless, the

total of 61 neungjis from 34 out of 42 Royal Tombs excluding eight tombs are currently left. Those

royal tombs without the record of neungji include Yeongneung (04), Gongneung (10), Huireung

(15), Yeongneung (22), Myeongneung (24), Uireung (26), Yureung (35), and Yungneung (38).

Neungji (능지, 陵誌)2.

Possession
Year of

Publication
Name of Tomb Title

NCP

J

NCP

J

NCP

J

K

K

1910

19c
(Sunjo)

1900
(Gwangmu 4)

1910~1930

1911

1741
(Yeongjo 17)

1741
(Yeongjo 17)

1741
(Yeongjo 17)

Geonwolleung

Geonwolleung

Jeongneung

Heolleung

Hyeolleung

Jangneung

Jangneung

Jangneung

건원릉지

건원릉지

정릉지

헌릉지

현릉지

노릉지

노릉지

노릉지

Serial
No.

01

01

02

03

05

06

06

06

* K: Kyujanggak(Korea)
* P: Paris(France)
* Ku: Kunaicho(Japan)
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노릉지

장릉지

장릉지

장릉지

장릉지

장릉지

장릉지보초고

장릉지속편

사릉지등사

광릉지

창릉지

창릉지

창릉지

창릉지 : 부국도

선정릉지

온릉지

온릉지

온릉지

온릉지

태릉지

효릉지

효릉지

J

J

J

J

K

K

K

J

NCP

NCP

J

J

J

J

NCP

NCP

NCP

K

NL

NCP

J

K

-

1912

-

1711
(Sukjong 37)

1711
(Sukjong 37)

1776~1800
(Yeongjo)

1796
(Jeongjo 20)

1806~1834
(Sunjo)

1910

1936

1795
(Jeongjo 19)

1795
(Jeongjo 19)

1913

1800 이후

1936

1900

1741
(Yeongjo 17)

1744
(Yeongjo 20)

1936

1911

1910~1945

1858
(Cheoljong 14)

Jangneung

Jangneung

Jangneung

Jangneung

Jangneung

Jangneung

Jangneung

Jangneung

Sareung

Gwangneung

Changneung

Changneung

Changneung

Changneung

Seolleung, Jeongneung

Olleung

Olleung

Olleung

Olleung

Taereung

Hyoreung

Hyoreung

06

06

06

06

06

06

06

06

07

08

09

09

09

09

11/13

14

14

14

14

16

17

17
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효릉지

강릉지

목릉지

장릉지

장릉지

휘릉지

숭릉지

익릉지

익릉지

혜릉지

원릉지

홍릉지

홍릉지

건릉지

건릉지

건릉지

정종대왕천릉지

효의왕후건릉지

인릉지

경릉지

예릉지

대한명성황후홍릉지

K

NCP

NCP

J

NCP

NCP

NCP

NCP

J

NCP

NCP

NCP

J

J

J

NCP

J

J

NCP

J

NCP

NCP

1858
(Cheoljong 14)

1911

1900

1842
(Heonjong 8)

-

1910

1911~

1916

-

1900

1910

1905
(Gwangmu 9)

1905
(Gwangmu 9)

1878
(Gojong 15)

1910~1945

-

-

1821
(Sunjo 21)

1911~1940

1910

-

1897
(Gwangmu 1)

Hyoreung

Gangneung

Mongneung

Jangneung

Jangneung

Hwireung

Sungneung 

Ingneung

Ingneung

Hyereung

Wolleung

Hongneung

Hongneung

Geolleung

Geolleung

Geolleung

Geolleung

Geolleung

Illeung

Gyeongneung

Yereung

Hongneung

17

18

19

20

20

21

23

25

25

27

28

29

29

30

30

30

30

30

31

32

33

34
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* K: Kyujanggak(Korea)
* J: Jangseogak(Korea)
* N: The Royal Tomb in North Korea
* NCP: National Cultural Properties Research Institute (Korea)
* NL: The National Library of Korea (Korea) 

Wangreungdo is a painting of the royal tomb of which purpose was to commemorate and record

the formation of royal tomb. They were drawn often whenever there was a change to a royal tomb.

The actual geographical features and positions, and facilities installed in a tomb were painted in

detail which expressed the regions with royal tombs picturesquely. Depending on the time of

production, the mode of expression varies. They are unique that they were drawn according to the

theory of divination based on topography. Commonly, three copies of wangreungdo were produced and

kept. It is assumed that all the Royal Tombs from Joseon Dynasty would have wangreungdo.

However, only a few are currently remained.

Those remained wangreungdo related to the Royal Tomb from Joseon Dynasty include Gongneung

(10), Sulleung (12), Jangneung (20), Myeongneung (24), and Yeongneung (39).

Wangreungdo (왕릉도, 王陵圖)3.

NCP

J

NCP

J

J

J

NCP

NCP

NCP

1930

1724 이후

1911

1885 이후

1911 이후

1911 이후

1900

1936

1904
(Gwangmu 8)

Hongneung

Gyeongneung

Gyeongneung

Gyeongneung

Jangneung

Yeongneung

Sureung

Jereung

Hureung

홍릉지

경릉지

경릉지

경릉지

장릉지

영릉지

수릉지

제릉지

후릉지

34

36

36

36

37

39

40

N

N



Jeongjo Geolleung
Salleungdogam Uigwe

(정조건릉산릉도감의궤, 健陵山陵都監儀軌)

King Jeongjo, 1800
2 Vols., 46.7x 33.5cm, manuscripts

Kyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies
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Hyoreungji
(효릉지, 孝陵誌)

King Injong, 1858
1 Vol., 87 leaves, 32.1x21.3cm, manuscripts

Kyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies
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Jangneungdo
(장릉도, 莊陵圖)

King Danjong, 29.0x33.5cm
excerpt from Woljungdo

Jangseogak, The Academy of Korean Studies
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Jangneungdo (장릉도, 莊陵圖)

The painting of the place of exile and tomb

of King Danjong. The painting shows that

the tomb of Danjong is surrounded by

mountains, making a propitious burial site.

The red spiked gate, stream, royal kitchen,

T-shaped shrine, stele shed, guards’ house

are described in Jangneungdo, based on their

real position. Below Jangneung are two

square ponds, and beyond the mountain on

the right are the Bodeoksa and the

Geummongam (temple) designed to protect

the tomb.

Right: detail of Jangneung



ICOMOS Request for Information
 

  

Q1. Further justify why the following four elements are in a buffer zone rather than in 

the property area: 

- Part of the jaesil site of Yeongneung; 

- Part of the jaesil site of Jangneung; 

- The yeonji and geumcheongyo of Hyoreung; and 

- The yeonji of Jangneug. 

Does the State Party consider that these elements could be incorporated in the property 

area in the future? 

 

For reasons why these elements are in the buffer zone, please refer to the explanation 

below. As for the second question, the said elements have been already or will be 

incorporated in the property area. 

In nominating the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty for inscription in the World 

Heritage List, the “designated cultural heritage area” under the Cultural Heritage 

Protection Act was categorized as the property area, and the “cultural heritage impact-

examining area” as the buffer zone (please see below for the definitions of the two terms 

under the Act). When writing the nomination, the elements located outside the designated 

cultural heritage area were marked as the buffer zone. 

However the Government of the Republic of Korea has already incorporated or will 

incorporate the above-mentioned elements in the property area considering their significance 

in terms of the preservation of the cultural heritage.  

 

 The jaesil site of Yeongneung (E5) 

Since the jaesil site is currently located outside the designated cultural heritage area, it is 

excluded from the core zone. However the jaesil area is scheduled to be incorporated into the 

property area in 2009.  

 

 The jaesil site of Jangneung (E6) 

[1] 



The jaesil site of Jangneung (E6) was already included in the property area when writing the 

nomination. The boundaries of the jaesil site of Jangneung (E6) were unclearly marked on 

the maps, and this is why the site mistakenly looks as part of the buffer zone. The Korean 

Government made modifications to present the site more clearly. (Please refer to “Appendix 

1: Property Area Modification Plan of Jangneung (E6).”) 

 

 The yeonji and geumcheongyo of Hyoreung (W2) and Jangneung (W5) 

The Cultural Heritage Administration of the Republic of Korea conducted an overall 

improvement and maintenance project for the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty which was 

concluded in December 2008. Considering the significance of the above mentioned sites and 

their relevance to the royal tombs, on December 18, 2008, the designated cultural heritage 

areas of Hyoreung (W2) and Jangneung (W5) were expanded to include the said sites. 

Therefore the yeonji and geumcheongyo of the two royal tombs are now can be marked as the 

property area. (Please refer to “Appendix 2: Property Area Modification Plan of 

Seosamneung (W2: Hyoreung is included in Seosamneung Cluster)” and “Appendix 3: 

Property Area Modification Plan of Jangneung (W5)”.) 

 

 

 

Definitions under the Cultural Heritage Protection Act of the Republic of Korea:  

- The “designated cultural heritage area” refers to an area in which a state- or 

municipal/provincial-designated cultural heritage exists, and any activities that alter 

the existing state thereof or any acts that may affect the preservation thereof shall be 

prohibited: Provided, that any person who intends to perform such activities shall 

obtain permission of the Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration; 

- The “cultural heritage impact-examining area” refers to the area which is usually 

within 500 meters (100 meters in the case of Seoul Metropolitan City) from the outer 

boundary of a designated cultural heritage site (referring to the outer boundary of the 

protected zones, in cases where they are designated), and thus an area in which 

activities that can affect the designated heritage, including alteration to the current 

state thereof, are limited to some extent. 

[2] 



Q2. Further justify why the guardian temples of Jangneung and Yungneung are in the 

buffer zone rather than in the property area. Does the State Party consider that these 

elements could be incorporated in the property area in the future? 
 

Located 500 meters to six kilometers away from the respective royal tombs, the 

guardian temples used to serve as facilities protecting the royal tombs in the Joseon era, while 

they have become privatized as religious facilities these days. The extant guardian temples of 

today are not only situated far away from the royal burial mounds, but their distance from the 

royal tomb grounds is also more than 500 meters. The Bodeoksa Temple of Jangneung (E6) 

is managed as a buffer zone since it is within 500 meters of the designated cultural heritage 

area, while the Yongjusa Temple of Yungneung (W7) is excluded even from the buffer zone. 

Therefore, under the Cultural Heritage Protection Act, it is difficult to incorporate the temples 

as designated cultural heritage areas that belong to the Royal Tombs. 

 However their exclusion from the property area does not pose a problem to the 

conservation and management of the guardian temples. Since a diversity of valuable relics 

and artifacts, including architectural structures, stone pagodas and bronze bells in the temples 

have been designated as state-, municipal- or provincial-level cultural heritages, the entire 

precincts are preserved as separate designated cultural heritage areas, pursuant to the Cultural 

Heritage Protection Act. The designated cultural heritages in Yongjusa and Bodeoksa 

Temples are as follows: 

 

In Yongjusa Temple, 

- Bronze Bell: National Treasure No. 120 

- Seven Municipal/Provincial-designated cultural heritages including the document 

concerning the framework-raising ceremony (Municipal/Provincial-designated 

Tangible Cultural Heritage No. 13) 

- Two Cultural Heritage Materials designated by Gyeonggi-do Province, including the 

Hall of Sakyamuni (Cultural Heritage Material No. 35 designated by Gyeonggi-do 

Province); 
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In Bodeoksa Temple, 

- Hall of Amitabha Buddha: Cultural Heritage Material No. 23 (designated by 

Gangwon-do Province) 

- Haeuso (“place of relieving worries”; traditional-style restroom): Cultural Heritage 

Material No. 132 (designated by Gangwon-do Province). 
 

 

3. Does the State Party consider that the guardian mountain of Heolleung Cluster could 

be incorporated in the buffer zone in the future? Which Guardian Mountains not 

included in the current buffer zones could be considered for inclusion in the future? 

 

Of the guardian-mountains of Heolleung Cluster (M2), those at the back are already 

included in the buffer zone, and thus this matter concerns the mountain ridges in the far front. 

It is our position that the front-mountain (Mt. Illeungsan) could not be considered for 

inclusion in the buffer zone. 

 In most cases, the front-mountains are usually more than 500 meters away from their 

respective royal tombs, which is beyond the distance limit for management under the Cultural 

Heritage Protection Act.  

The royal tombs of the Joseon Dynasty were built at auspicious sites that are 

encircled by four mountains. Symbolically situated at the locations backed by mountains and 

facing waters in front, these royal burial grounds have a guardian mountain at the back and 

the burial mound in the middle. They are flanked by the topographical elements symbolizing 

the guardian spirits, the Blue Dragon to the east and the White Tiger to the west, and facing 

layers of mountain ridges, a lower mountain closer by and higher ones far away. 

In general, the guardian-mountains at the back, in the east and west, and in the near 

front are included in the property area. Meanwhile, since Mt. Illeungsan, or the mountain in 

the far front of Heolleung (M2), is about 1.5 kilometers away from the designated cultural 

heritage area and thus outside the cultural heritage impact-examining area under the Cultural 

Heritage Protection Act, it has been excluded from the buffer zone.  

 This Illeungsan area, however, is also under strict protection as the district 

government authority is restricting its development by designating the area as an eco-park 

and a greenbelt. In addition, a height limit is imposed on residential areas in the environs of 

[4] 



the mountain. (Please refer to “Appendix 4: Confirmation of Land Use Plan for Mt. 

Illeungsan.”) 

 

 

4. Provide further information on the restoration of the topography and landscape of 

Seosamreung Cluster together with a timetable of the works. 

 

Project Plans to Restore the Topography and Landscape of Seosamreung Cluster (W2) 

Period Measures Taken and Future Plans 

2008 

- Overall Restoration Plan established to restore the traditional burial system of the 

Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty 

▪ In preparing the nomination for the World Heritage List inscription, buffer zones 

were also incorporated in the plan 

▪ The yeonji and geumcheongyo of Hyoreung (in Seosamreung Cluster (W2)) were 

also included in the plan 

Dec. 10, 2008 

- Designated cultural heritage area was expanded to include the Dairy Cattle 

Improvement Centre (689,227 ㎡) and the Horse Ranch (361,522 ㎡) in its scope

(Please refer to “Appendix 1: Property Area Modification Plan of Seosamreung

(W2).”) 

2009-2020 

- Consultations with relative authorities to be conducted for the transfer of land 

ownership over Seosamreung Cluster (W2)  

▪ Land to be obtained where the Dairy Cattle Improvement Centre and the 

Korea Racing Authority are located 

- Project to be conducted to restore the traditional royal tomb system based on 

excavation and documentary materials 

- The royal tomb cluster to be opened to the public once restoration completed 

Please refer to “Appendix 5: W2 (Seosamreung) Overall Restoration Plan.” 
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5. Provide assurances concerning: 

- The removal of the Shooting Range and Sports Training Center at Taereung Cluster 

(in, respectively, 2008 and 2014); 

- The removal of the Korean National University of Art at Uireung Cluster (in 2012); 

and  

- The improvement of the environment for the buildings west of Seooreung Cluster (in 

2012). 

 

Plan to Remove Shooting Range and Sports Training Center at Taereung Cluster (M3) 

Period Measures Taken and Future Plans 

2008 

- 1st phase of land donation by the owners of the Shooting Range site 

- Facilities in the donated Shooting Range partly removed:  

clay shooting range, 50m MRT shooting range, and 50m B slant range 

2009 - Remaining buildings in the donated Shooting Range to be removed 

2012-  

2014 

- Removal of the whole Shooting Range to be completed after 2nd phase of land donation (2012-2013) 

- Consultations to be held with the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism and the Korea Sports

Council regarding the removal of the Sports Training Center 

Please refer to “Appendix 6: Photos of 1st Phase Removal of Shooting Range at Taereung Cluster (M3).” 

 

Plan to Remove the Korean National University of Art at Uireung Cluster (M5) 

Period Measures Taken and Future Plans 

Aug. ’08 - Main Hall building in the old compound completely removed 

2009  - Remaining buildings in the old compound to be removed 

2010 - 1st phase of project to restore the traditional royal tomb system at Uireung to be conducted 

2013 - Buildings in the new compound to be removed or improved 

2014  - 2nd phase of project to restore the traditional royal tomb system at Uireung to be conducted 

 

Plan to Improve the Environment for the Buildings West of Seooreung Cluster (W1) 

Period Measures Taken and Future Plans 

Jul. ’08 
- Consultations with the Ministry of Defense completed regarding the relocation of the military 

facilities within Seooreung Cluster (W1)  

2009- 
- Environment of the military unit opposite Hongneung (west of Seooreung) to be improved through 

consultations with the Ministry of Defense 
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6. Are any development projects planned within the nominated property and its 

vicinity? 

 

Currently, besides those projects indicated in the appendices, no development projects are 

planned within the nominated property and its vicinity. In order to restore the authenticity of 

the Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty, the Cultural Heritage Administration of the 

Republic of Korea plans to continue research on the royal burial system. (Please refer to 

“Appendix 7: Research Project Plan to Restore the Traditional Burial System of Joseon Royal 

Tombs”) 
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Appendix 1: Property Area Modification Plan of Jangneung (E6) 

 

  Appendix 2: Property Area Modification Plan of Seosamneung(W2) 

 

Appendix 3 : Property Area Modification Plan of Jangneung (W5) 

 

Appendix 4: Confirmation of Land Use Plan for Mt. Illeungsan 

  

Page 1 Page 2 

 

 

Appendix 5: W2 (Seosamreung) Overall Restoration Plan 

 

 Appendix 6: Photos of 1st Phase Removal of Shooting Range at Taereung Cluster (M3) 
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Appendix 7: Research Project Plan to Restore the Traditional Burial System of Joseon 

Royal Tombs 

Phase Year Royal Tomb Aims of Research Projects 

W2  
(Seosamreung) 

- To conduct research on restoring the Seosamreung burial zone  
▪ To devise ways to transfer land management responsibility from the 
Ministry of Agriculture  
▪ To contemplate land purchasing from the Korea Racing Authority
and the Agricultural University 

- Foresee future projects to conduct in order to restore the essential 
facilities at the royal burial grounds according to the traditional royal 
burial system  

M3  
(Taereung) 

- To study the improvement of the burial zone  
▪ To devise ways to remove Shooting Range and restore landscape 
forest  
▪ To devise ways to relocate the Sports Training Center and restore 
the landscape forest 
▪ To devise ways to relocate or improve military facilities  

- Foresee future projects to restore the essential facilities at the royal 
burial grounds according to the traditional royal burial system  

W5  
(Jangneung) 

- To study the restoration of the burial zone  
▪ To devise ways to purchase the land and to restore the essential 
facilities at the royal burial grounds 

1st  2008 
(completed) 

E3  
(Sareung) 

- To study the restoration of the Burial system  
▪ To devise ways to improve burial zone and restore landscape  

- To establish plans for developing the Nurturing Center for Traditional 
Trees  

M5 
(Uireung) 

- To study the improvement of the Korean National University of Art site
▪ To devise ways of restoring the topography and historic landscape 

- To study the improvement of roads, visitor routes and parking lots 
- To devise plans for future excavation and restoration of essential 
facilities (jaesil, etc.) at the royal burial grounds  

W4  
(Paju Samneung) 

- To contemplate the shutting down of the road passing through the site 
and restoring it 
- To devise ways of restoring the eco-region 
- To devise ways of improving visitor routes 

2nd 2009 

W1  
(Seooreung) 

- To study the possible relocation and improvement of military facilities 
- To conduct research on restoring the essential facilities at the royal 
burial grounds   
- To conduct improvement research of visitor routes  

W3 (Olleung) 
- To study the possible relocation and improvement of military facilities  
- To devise ways of restoring the essential facilities at the royal burial 
grounds  

W6 (Jangneung) 
- To conduct research on improving the essential facilities at the royal 
burial grounds and relocating military facilities 
- To devise ways of improving nearby residential areas and landscape 

3rd 2010 

W7 (Yungneung) 
- To study the future restoration the essential facilities at the royal burial 
grounds and for the recovery of the historic landscape forest  
- To establish plans to improve fences  

E1 (Donggureung) 4th 2011 

E2 (Hongyureung) 

- To conduct research on restoring the essential facilities at the royal 
burial grounds and recovering historic landscape forest 
- To establish plans to improve facilities in the vicinity 

[9] 



M4 (Jeongneung) 

M2 (Heolleung) 

E4 (Gwangneung) 5th 2012 

M1 (Seolleung) 

- To conduct research on restoring the essential facilities at the royal 
burial grounds and recovering historic landscape forest 
- To establish plans to improve facilities in the vicinity 
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Appendix 6: Photos of 1st Phase Removal of Shooting Range at Taereung Cluster (M3) 

  

Before the removal of the Shooting Range at Taereung 
Goyuje Ritual Ceremony  

Before the removal of the Shooting Range at Taereung

  

Removing the Shooting Range at Taereung Removing the Shooting Range at Taereung 

 





Minor Modification to the boundary of Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty 
(Republic of Korea) 
 
Background  
 
This submitting minor modification is with reference to Jeongneung area, a royal tomb site of the 
Joseon Dynasty, one of the 18 clusters of the serial property ‘Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty’ 
inscribed on the World Heritage list in 2009. 
 
The aim of this submission is to fix a minor error in the maps from the property’s nomination dossier, 
providing exact geographic information to World Heritage Centre. Given that it deals with a mere 
technical error in the map, please note that the property’s original value as a World Heritage including 
its OUV, authenticity and integrity as well as existing management plan in the original dossier will 
never be affected. 
 

- Property concerned: Royal Tombs of the Joseon Dynasty (Jeongneung area) 
- Address: Jeongneung-dong, Seongbuk-gu, Seoul, Republic of Korea 

 
Here are the requested documents for the minor modification: 
 
1) The area of the property (in hectares): 

a) The area as inscribed: property: 29.7 ha / buffer zone: 27.5 ha 
b) The area to be modified: No Change  
 
- Both the areas of the property and the buffer zone were calculated before the map was 
drawn. The southern part subject to revision was unintentionally included to the property only 
by error when producing the map so that the areas both the property and the buffer zone do 
not change even if the map is revised. 
 

2) Description of the modification: When delineating the property zone at the time of compiling the 
nomination dossier, a southern part of the property, which should have belonged to the buffer zone, 
was unintentionally included to the property area. In view of this, we intend to exclude the concerned 
southern area from the property and incorporated it in the buffer zone. This consequently leads to the 
revision of the existing buffer area, which was set by a local law, as described in the original dossier 
on page 19. 
 
3) Justification for the modification: There are a couple of evidences from the original dossier that 
justify this modification: 
 



A. In the nomination dossier (page 19), the property and the buffer zone were delineated 
following the existing state-designated property and its protected area (Historic, Cultural and 
Environmental Protection Area – the area extending 100 meters to all directions from the 
boundary, Seoul) designated under the National Cultural Heritage Protection Act. (Please 
see Appendix 1. for the current state-designated areas) 

- The district in question was designated as the Historic, Cultural and Environmental 
Protection Area from the time of nomination and still maintains its status.  

 
B. In the nomination dossier (page 261), the property zone is comprised of burial, ritual and 

entrance areas.  
-  The district in question is located outside the entrance area, not belonging to the property. It is 

in the vicinity of the boundary. 
 
C. In the nomination dossier (page 278), it was clearly noted that 16 clusters of the royal tombs 

except Donggureung and Taerueng has no residents in the property area.  
-  The district in question is a residential district where people reside. The housing district is also 

seen in the satellite image of 2006 before nomination (please see Appendix 2). 
 
4) Contribution to the maintenance of the Outstanding Universal Value: Revising a technical error in 
the maps does not affect the site’s OUV. 
 
5) Implications for legal protection: From the initial stages, the original dossier was written based on 
the fact that both the property and its buffer zone are perfectly matched to the existing nationally-
designated Historic Site and its legally-binding protected area on the basis of the National Cultural 
Heritage Protection Act. In terms of legal protection, therefore, no implication is expected from the 
proposed revision. 
 
6) Implications for management arrangements: There will be no change in the site’s management. 
The management plan presented in the nomination dossier has been carried out successfully and will 
be implemented in an efficient manner, reflecting the true state of the property as it should be. 
 
7) Maps: please see the files attached. 
 
8) Additional information:  
Appendix 1. Map of Jeongneung state-designated property and its protected area (Historical, Cultural 
and Environmental Protection Area) under the Cultural Heritage Protection Act. 
Appendix 2. Satellite image (historical view before nomination, 2006, from Google map): the housing 
district is still seen before nomination. 



Appendix 1. Map of Jeongneung state-designated property and its protected area (Historical, Cultural and Environmental Protection Area) under the National Cultural 
Heritage Protection Act (Jeongneung Historic Site No. 208. The property area hasn’t changed from 1970 when it was first designated.) 

 

Jeongneung 
(Historic Site No. 208) 

Jeongneung 
(Historic Site No. 208) 



Appendix 2. Satellite image (historical view before nomination, 2006, from Google Earth): The housing district is also seen before nomination. 

 

 
 
Image Date 1/5/2006 

Jeongneung 
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