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Executive Summary 
 
State Party Japan 
State, Province or 
Region 

Ohda City, Shimane Prefecture 

Name of Property The Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine and its Cultural Landscape 
Geographical 
coordinates to the 
nearest second 

Latitude N 35° 5’ 46” 
Longitude E 132° 26’ 6” 
(Mt Sennoyama in Ginzan Sakunouchi) 

Textual description of 
the boundaries of the 
nominated property 
 

The nominated property is a complete ensemble of 14 component 
features that are categorized into 3 groups: the “silver mine site and 
mining towns”, the “Kaidô (transportation routes)”, and the “ports and 
port towns”. 

The “silver mine site and mining towns” contain the silver mine site, 
as a central feature, where mining operations from digging to refining 
were carried out from the 16th century to the 20th century, and residential 
areas where the people involved in silver production and other relevant 
livelihoods lived, as well as the nearby sites of mountain fortresses which 
protected the people.   

The “Kaidô” includes the 2 transportation routes that were used to 
carry silver and other goods between the silver mine and the ports. 

The “ports and port towns” include the ports where the silver was 
shipped out by sea and where goods that were needed at the silver mine 
and the mining towns were unloaded, as well as the residential areas 
where the people who were engaged in shipment-related occupations 
lived. 

 
A4  size map of the 
nominated property, 
showing boundaries and 
buffer zone 

Attached to the end of the executive summary. 

Justification 
Statement of 
Outstanding Universal 
Value  
 
 

The nominated property exhibits universal outstanding value as the 
site of the silver mine that produced a large amount of silver in the 16th 
and 17th centuries, triggered the mass production of gold and silver in 
Japan through the spread of its mining techniques to other mines 
throughout Japan, and exerted significant influence upon the history of the 
exchange of goods and communications among civilizations, not only 
between the nations of East Asia but also between East and West, 
reaching as far as Europe. 

Among the component features of the property, the silver mine site 
contains extremely important archaeological sites that illustrate how the 
silver production was begun in the 16th century by applying a refining 
technique based upon the cupellation method that had been traditional in 
East Asia and how it evolved into a well-managed system comprised of 
labor-intensive small businesses that carried out the full sequence of 
processes from digging to refining, succeeding in the large-scale 
production of high quality silver.  

In addition, the property shows outstanding universal value as a 
cultural landscape that illustrates the land-use system unique to the silver 
mine and which fully represents the entire scope of the silver mine 
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operations, ranging from silver production to silver shipment, that 
continued for nearly 400 years from the start of full-fledged mine 
development in the early 16th century to the closure of the mine in the 
early 20th century. 

In particular, the property exhibits not only value as a  “relict 
landscape”, one which represents the totality of the land use related to the 
silver mine that has already stopped its operation, but also value as a 
“continuing landscape” in which parts of the original functions dating 
back to the time of the silver mine operation are still retained in the 
present lives and livelihoods of the contemporary local citizens. 

The nominated property is an example of a cultural landscape of 
outstanding universal value, in which sites representing the ensemble of 
the social system and the social infrastructure of the silver mine 
development from silver production to shipment remain in good condition 
while the original land-use system and parts of its functions are retained in 
the present land-use system in an environment now covered with 
mountain forests such as secondary forests and bamboo groves.    

 
Criteria under which 
property is nominated 
(itemize criteria)  
 
 

Criterion (ii) 
During the Age of Discovery, in the 16th and early 17th centuries, the 

large production of silver by the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine resulted in 
significant commercial and cultural exchanges between Japan and the 
trading countries of East Asia and Europe. 
 
Criterion (iii) 

Technological developments in metal mining and production in Japana 
resulted in the evolution of a successful system based on small-scale 
labor-intensive units covering the entire range of skills from digging to 
refining.  The political and economic isolation of Japan during the Edo 
Period (1603 to 1868) impeded the introduction of technologies developed 
in Europe during the Industrial Revolution and this, coupled with the 
exhaustion of commercially viable silver-ore deposits, resulted in the 
cessation of mining activities by traditional technologies in the area in the 
second half of the 19th century, leaving the site with well-preserved 
archaeological traces of those activities. 
 
Criterion (v) 

The abundant traces of the silver production, such as mines, smelting 
and refining sites, transportation routes, and port facilities, that have 
survived virtually intact in the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine, are now 
concealed to a large extent by the mountain forests that have reclaimed the 
landscape.  The resulting relict landscape, which includes the surviving 
settlements of the people related to the silver production, bears dramatic 
witness to historic land-uses of outstanding universal value. 

 
Name and contact 
information of official 
local institution/agency 
 

Organization: Agency for Cultural Affairs, Monuments and Sites Division 
Address: 2-5-1 Marunouchi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8959 Japan  
Tel: +81 (0)3 5253 4111（ext. 2881）  
Fax: +81 (0)3 6734 3822 
E-mail: motonaka@bunka.go.jp
Web address: http://www.bunka.go.jp/ 
 

 

mailto:motonaka@bunka.go.jp
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Organization: Shimane Prefectural Board of Education 
Address: Tonomachi 1, Matsue City, Shimane Prefecture 690-8502 Japan 
Tel: +81 (0)852 22 5642 
Fax: +81 (0)852 22 5784 
E-mail: bunkazai@pref.shimane.lg.jp 
Web address: http://www2.pref.shimane.jp/ginzan/ 
 
Organization: Ohda City Board of Education 
Address: Ohda Ro 1111, Ohdamachi, Ohda City, Shimane Prefecture 694-
0064 Japan 
Tel: +81 (0)854 82 1600 
Fax: +81 (0)854 84 9156 
E-mail: o-iwamigin@iwamigin.jp 
Web address: http://www.iwamigin.jp/ohda/ 
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A map of the nominated property, “The Iwami 

Ginzan Silver Mine and its Cultural Landscape”, 
showing boundaries of property area and buffer zone 
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1. Identification of the Property 
 
1.a Country: JAPAN 
 
1.b State, Province or Region: SHIMANE PREFECTURE 
 
1.c Name of Property: THE IWAMI GINZAN SILVER MINE AND ITS CULTURAL 

LANDSCAPE 
 
 

World Map Showing Iwami Ginzan  

 

1.d Geographical coordinates to the nearest second 
The geographical coordinates of the nominated property (Mt Sennoyama in 

Ginzan Sakunouchi) are: 
Latitude: N 35° 5’ 46”; 
Longitude: E 132° 26’ 6”. 

The precise locations of the 14 component features of the nominated property are 
shown in Appendix 1-C. 

 
The nominated property is situated almost at the center of Shimane Prefecture, 

which is located in the western part of Japan’s main island of Honshu, facing the Sea 
of Japan.  The property encompasses the complete system of silver mine development 
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ranging from mining and refining to transportation and shipment, being an 
assemblage of the 14 component features that are categorized into 3 groups: the 
“silver mine site and mining towns”, the “ports and port towns” and the 
transportation routes known as “Kaidô” that connect them. 

The nominated property is located in Ohda City, Shimane Prefecture, Japan. 
 

Appendix 1. Map indicating the location of the nominated property 
  a. The location in Japan 
  b. The location in Shimane Prefecture 
  c. The location in Ohda City 

 
1.e Maps and plans, showing the boundaries of the nominated property and 

buffer zone 
Maps and plans showing the locations and boundaries of the nominated property 

and the buffer zone as well as legal protective designations are attached as 
appendices. 

 
Appendix 2. Map indicating the nominated property and the surrounding natural and 

built environment 
Appendix 3. Map indicating the extent of the nominated property and the buffer zone 

  a. The extent of the nominated property and the buffer zone with indication of 
the zones of legal protection 

  b. The extent of the nominated property with indication of the zones of legal 
protection  

 
1.f Area of the nominated property and proposed buffer zone 

The total area of the nominated property and that of the buffer zone are given 
below together with the breakdown of the property area into the 3 groups of 14 
component features that compose the property. 

 

       Area of nominated property: 442 ha 

Buffer zone: 3,221 ha 

Total: 3,663 ha    
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Table 1. The breakdown of the nominated property area 

1. Silver mine site and mining towns (silver production center) 

1-A. Ginzan Sakunouchi  3,170,773.51 ㎡ (overlapping with 1-F) 

1-B. Daikansho Site  2,868.04 ㎡  (contained in 1-F) 

1-C. Yataki-jô Site  51,019.23 ㎡ 

1-D. Yahazu-jô Site   34,023.25 ㎡ 

1-E. Iwami-jô Site  117,546.08 ㎡ 

1-F. Ômori-Ginzan  328,000.00 ㎡ (overlapping with 1-A, 1-G 
and 1-I; containing 1-B and 1-H) 

1-G. Miyanomae  6,800.09 ㎡ (overlapping with 1-F) 

1-H. House of the Kumagai Family  1,500.23 ㎡ (contained in 1-F) 

1-I. Rakan-ji Gohyakurakan  12,568.26 ㎡ (overlapping with 1-F) 
Subtotal 3,612,217.07 ㎡

2. Kaidô（two transportation routes connecting silver mine site and ports） 
2-A. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Tomogauradô  5,229.23 ㎡ 
2-B. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Yunotsu-Okidomaridô  21,070.93 ㎡  

Subtotal 26,300.16 ㎡

3. Ports and port towns（for silver shipment and logistics） 
3-A. Tomogaura  150,333.55 ㎡ 
3-B. Okidomari  298,217.03 ㎡ 
3-C. Yunotsu  337,000.00 ㎡ 

Subtotal 785,550.58 ㎡

Total area of the nominated property 
(excluding overlapped areas) 

4,424,067.81 ㎡

 The serial nomination table is provided below.

3 
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 Reference maps Serial 
No. 

ID number and 
Name of component feature 

Page 
in the 
text

Description Distance from 
origin 

Property 
area  (ha)

Area of 
buffer 

zone (ha) App.1 App.2 App.3 App.4 App.5
Coordinates 

1-A. Ginzan Sakunouchi p.17
The site of the silver mine. 
Enclosed with fences in the early Edo 
Period. 

― 

1-B. Daikansho Site p.21

The site of the administration center where 
the Edo Shogunate deployed a magistrate to 
rule the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine and the 
surrounding area. 

― 

1-F. Ômori-Ginzan p.23
A mining town near the silver mine that 
developed in the valley along the 
Ginzangawa River. 

― 

1-G. Miyanomae p.24 A site of a silver refining facility. ― 
1-H. House of the Kumagai 
Family p.24 The house of one of the most powereful 

merchants in Ômori-Ginzan. ― 

1. Silver mine 
site and 
mining towns

1-I. Rakan-ji Gohyakurakan p.25 A religious site located on the bank of a 
tributary of the Ginzangawa River.  ― 

01 

2. Kaidô 

2-A. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Tomogauradô 

[2-A-1] : A-B  
[2-A-2] : D-C 
(in Apps.2-1,3-b-1 and 3-b-2) 

p.26 Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Tomogaura. 

2-A-1 :  
from 0.00 km  

to 0.38 km 
2-A-2 :  
from 1.54 km 

to 2.55 km 

340.9629

3,221 
 

1-C 2-1, 2

3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-1, 
2 

4-a 
4-b-1, 
2, 4, 5, 
6 

5-2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 
7, 8, 9, 
10, 11, 
12, 13, 
14, 15, 
16, 17, 
19, 20, 
21, 22, 
23, 24

LON.132°26´15´´E 
LAT.35°06´26´´N 

02 
1. Silver mine 
site and 
mining towns

1-C. Yataki-jô SIte p.22 A site of a mountain fortress built to protect 
the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine. ― 5.1019 1-C 2-1 

3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-6 

4-a 
4-b-2 5-18 LON.132°25´01´´E 

LAT.35°05´02´´N 

03 
1. Silver mine 
site and 
mining towns

1-D. Yahazu-jô Site p.22 A site of a mountain fortress built to protect 
the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine. ― 3.4023 1-C 2-1 

3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-6 

4-a 
4-b-2 5-18 LON.132°24´24´´E 

LAT.35°05´46´´N 

04 
1. Silver mine 
site and 
mining towns

1-E. Iwami-Jô Site p.22 A site of a mountain fortress built to protect 
the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine. ― 11.7546 1-C 2-2 

3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-3 

4-a 
4-b-2, 
3 

5-18 LON.132°25´15´´E 
LAT.35°08´30´´N 

05 2. Kaidô 

2-A. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Tomogauradô 

[2-A-3] : 
“Okanodankannondô”  

P.26

Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Tomogaura. 
One of the elements related to religious 
belief. 

2-A-3 :  
2.15 km 0.0136 1-C 2-1,2 

3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-4 

4-a 
4-b-4 5-24 LON.132°25´23´´E 

LAT.35°06´53´´N 

06 2. Kaidô 

2-A. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Tomogauradô 

[2-A-4] : “Yokohata no 
Daimokutô”  

P.26

Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Tomogaura. 
One of the elements related to religious 
belief. 
 

2-A-4 : 
2.20 km 0.0004  1-C 2-1,2 

3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-4 

4-a 
4-b-4 5-24 LON.132°25´22´´E 

LAT.35°06´54´´N 

4 
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 Reference maps Serial 
No. 

ID number and 
Name of component feature 

Page 
in the 
text

Description Distance from 
origin 

Property 
area  (ha)

Area of 
buffer 

zone (ha) App.1 App.2 App.3 App.4 App.5
Coordinates 

07 2. Kaidô 

2-A. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Tomogauradô 

[2-A-5] : E-F  
(in Apps.2-1, 2-2 and 3-b-4) 

p.26 Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Tomogaura. 

2-A-5 :  
from 2.51 km  

to 3.29 km 
0.1563  1-C 2-1,2 

3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-4 

4-a 
4-b-4 5-24 LON.132°25´02´´E 

LAT.35°06´55´´N 

08 2. Kaidô 
2-A. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Tomogauradô 

[2-A-6] : Dôjizô  
p.26

Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Tomogaura. 
One of the elements of the transportation 
route related to religious belief. 

2-A-6 : 
3.36 km 0.0061 1-C 2-1,2 

3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-4 

4-a 
4-b-4 5-24 LON.132°24´49´´E 

LAT.35°07´00´´N 

09 2. Kaidô 

2-A. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Tomogauradô 

[2-A-7] : G-H  
(in Apps.2-1, 2-2 and 3-b-4) 

p.26 Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Tomogaura. 

2-A-7 :  
from 3.65 km  

to 3.98 km 
0.0639 1-C 2-1,2 

3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-4 

4-a 
4-b-4 5- 24 LON.132°24´35´´E 

LAT.35°06´58´´N 

10 2. Kaidô 

2-A. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Tomogauradô 

[2-A-8] : I-J  
(in Apps.2-1, 2-2 and 3-b-4) 

p.26 Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Tomogaura. 

2-A-8 :  
from 4.19 km  

to 4.33 km 
0.0232 1-C 2-1,2 

3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-4 

4-a 
4-b-4 5-24 LON.132°24´18´´E 

LAT.35°06´60´´N 

11 2. Kaidô 

2-A. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Tomogauradô 

[2-A-9] : K-L  
(in Apps.2-1, 2-2 and 3-b-4) 

p.26 Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Tomogaura. 

2-A-9 :  
from 4.50 km  

to 4.52 km 
0.0077 1-C 2-1,2 

3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-4 

4-a 
4-b-4 5-24 LON.132°24´12´´E 

LAT.35°07´06´´N 

12 2. Kaidô 

2-A. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Tomogauradô 

[2-A-10] : M-N  
(in Apps.2-1, 2-2 and 3-b-4) 

p.26

Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Tomogaura. 
Includes “Haraido”, an element related to 
religious belief. 

2-A-10 :  
from 4.53 km  

to 4.54 km 
0.0042  1-C 2-1,2 

3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-4 

4-a 
4-b-4 5-24 LON.132°24´11´´E 

LAT.35°07´06´´N 

13 2. Kaidô 

2-A. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Tomogauradô 

[2-A-11] : O-P  
(in Apps.2-1, 2-2 and 3-b-4) 

p.26 Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Tomogaura. 

2-A-11 :  
from 4.56 km  

to 5.03 km 
0.0683 1-C 2-1,2 

3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-4 

4-a 
4-b-4 5-24 LON.132°24´03´´E 

LAT.35°07´06´´N 

14 2. Kaidô 

2-A. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Tomogauradô 

[2-A-12] : Q-R 
(in Apps.2-1, 2-2, 2-3 and 3-b-
4) 

p.26 Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Tomogaura. 

2-A-12 :  
from 5.20 km  

to 5.44 km 
0.0223 1-C 2-1,2,3

3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-4 

4-a 
4-b-4 5-24 LON.132°23´50´´E 

LAT.35°07´03´´N 

15 2. Kaidô 

2-A. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Tomogauradô 

[2-A-13] : S-T 
 (in Apps.2-1, 2-2, 2-3 and 3-b-
4) 
 

p.26 Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Tomogaura. 

2-A-13 :  
from 5.57 km  

to 5.75 km 
0.0168 1-C 2-1,2,3

3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-4 

4-a 
4-b-4 5-24 LON.132°23´41´´E 

LAT.35°07´01´´N 

5 
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 Reference maps Serial 
No. 

ID number and 
Name of component feature 

Page 
in the 
text

Description Distance from 
origin 

Property 
area  (ha)

Area of 
buffer 

zone (ha) App.1 App.2 App.3 App.4 App.5
Coordinates 

16 2. Kaidô 

2-A. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Tomogauradô 

[2-A-14] : U-V 
(in Apps.2-1, 2-2 , 2-3, 3-b-4 
and 3-b-5) 

p.26 Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Tomogaura. 

2-A-14 :  
from 5.89 km  

to 6.00 km 
0.0169  1-C 2-1,2,3

3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-4,5

4-a 
4-b-4 5-24 LON.132°23´31´´E 

LAT.35°07´04´´N 

17 2. Kaidô 

2-A. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Tomogauradô 

[2-A-15] : W-X 
 (in Apps.2-3 and 3-b-5) 

p.26 Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Tomogaura. 

2-A-15 :  
from 6.05 km  

to 6.08 km 
0.0044  1-C 2-3 

3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-5 

4-a 
4-b-4 5-24 LON.132°23´27´´E 

LAT.35°07´03´´N 

18 2. Kaidô 

2-A. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Tomogauradô 

[2-A-16] : Y-Z 
(in Apps.2-3 and 3-b-5) 

p.26 Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Tomogaura. 

2-A-16 :  
from 6.12 km  

to 6.97 km 
0.1121 1-C 2-3 

3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-5 

4-a 
4-b-4 5-24 LON.132°23´16´´E 

LAT.35°07´11´´N 

19 2. Kaidô 

2-A. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Tomogauradô 

[2-A-17] : AA-AB 
(in Apps.2-3 and 3-b-5) 

p.26 Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Tomogaura. 

2-A-17 :  
from 7.74km  

to 7.77km 
0.0068  1-C 2-3 

3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-5 

4-a 
4-b-5, 
6 

5-24 LON.132°22´52´´E 
LAT.35°07´28´´N 

20 2. Kaidô 

2-B. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Yunotsu-Okidomaridô 

[2-B-1] : AD-AE 
(in Apps.2-1 and 3-b-1) 

p.26

Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Okidomari. 
Includes “Ôtanirokujizô”  an  element 
related to religious belief. 

2-B-1 :  
from 0.00 km  

to 0.16 km 
0.0455 1-C 2-1 

3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-1 

4-a 
4-b-4 5-25 LON.132°25´36´´E 

LAT.35°05´52´´N 

21 2. Kaidô 

2-B. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Yunotsu-Okidomaridô 

[2-B-2] : AF-AG 
(in Apps.2-1 and 3-b-1) 

p.26 Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Okidomari. 

2-B-2 :  
from 0.97 km  

to 1.27 km 
0.0870 1-C 2-1 

3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-1 

4-a 
4-b-4 5-25 LON.132°25´18´´E 

LAT.35°05´28´´N 

22 2. Kaidô 

2-B. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Yunotsu-Okidomaridô 

[2-B-3] : AH-AI 
(in Apps.2-1, 3-b-1 and 3-b-6)  

p.26

Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Okidomari. 
Includes “Nishita no Sekibutsu” the 
element related to religious belief. 

2-B-3 :  
from 1.34 km  

to 3.27 km 
0.5385 1-C 2-1 

3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-1, 
6 

4-a 
4-b-4 5-25 LON.132°24´42´´E 

LAT.35°05´21´´N 

23 2. Kaidô 

2-B. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Yunotsu-Okidomaridô 

[2-B-4] :  
“Gôrozaka no Daimokutô” 

p.26

Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Okidomari. 
One of the elements of the transportation 
route that are related to religious belief. 

2-B-4 :  
1.92 km 0.0006 1-C 2-1 

3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-6 

4-a 
4-b-4 5-25 LON.132°24´55´´E 

LAT.35°05´25´´N 

24 2. Kaidô 

2-B. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Yunotsu-Okidomaridô 

[2-B-5] : AJ-AK 
 (in Apps.2-1 and 3-b-6)  

p.26

Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Okidomari. 
Includes “Kamiichiebisusha” and 
“Hibusekannon” , elements that are related 
to religious belief. 
 

2-B-5 :  
from 3.29 km  

to 3.74 km 
0.2849  1-C 2-1 

3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-6 

4-a 
4-b-4 5-25 LON.132°24´00´´E 

LAT.35°05´15´´N 
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25 2. Kaidô 

2-B. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Yunotsu-Okidomaridô 

[2-B-6] : AL-AM 
(in Apps.2-1, 2-3 and 3-b-6)  

p.26 Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Okidomari. 

2-B-6 :  
from 3.77 km  

to 4.00 km 
0.1615  1-C 2-1,3 

3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-6 

4-b-4 5-25 LON.132°23´47´´E 
LAT.35°05´14´´N 

26 2. Kaidô 

2-B. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Yunotsu-Okidomaridô 

[2-B-7] : AN-AO 
(in Apps.2-1, 2-3 and 3-b-6)  

p.26 Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Okidomari. 

2-B-7 :  
from 4.02km  

to 4.32 km 
0.1485 1-C 2-1,3 

3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-6 

4-a 
4-b-4 5-25 LON.132°23´38´´E 

LAT.35°05´19´´N 

27 2. Kaidô 

2-B. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Yunotsu-Okidomaridô 

[2-B-8] :  
“Nakamura no Daimokutô” 

p.26

Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Okidomari. 
One of the elements of the transportation 
routes that are related to religious belief. 

2-B-8 :  
5.05 km 0.0006 1-C 2-3 

3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-7 

4-a 
4-b-4 5-25 LON.132°23´05´´E 

LAT.35°05´24´´N 

28 2. Kaidô 

2-B. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Yunotsu-Okidomaridô 

[2-B-9] : AP-AQ 
(in Apps.2-3 and 3-b-7)  

p.26

Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Okidomari. 
Includes “Shimizu no Kanabishaku”, 
“Shimizu no Ishikiriba-ato” and 
“Matsuyama no Michishirube”, elements of 
the transportation routes that are related to 
religious belief. 

2-B-9 :  
from 5.10 km  

to 7.40 km 
0.6884  1-C 2-3 

3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-7 

4-a 
4-b-4 5-25 LON.132°22´32´´E 

LAT.35°05´36´´N 

29 2. Kaidô 

2-B. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Yunotsu-Okidomaridô 

[2-B-10] : AR-AS 
(in Apps.2-3 and 3-b-7)  

p.26 Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Okidomari. 

2-B-10 :  
from 7.64 km  

to 7.69 km 
0.0136 1-C 2-3 

3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-7 

4-a 
4-b-4 5-25 LON.132°21´55´´E 

LAT.35°05´49´´N 

30 2. Kaidô 

2-B. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Yunotsu-Okidomaridô 

[2-B-11] : AT-AU 
(in Apps.2-3 and 3-b-7)  

p.26 Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Okidomari. 

2-B-11 :  
from 7.94 km  

to 8.16 km 
0.0917 1-C 2-3 

3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-7 

4-a 
4-b-4 5-25 LON.132°21´44´´E 

LAT.35°05´50´´N 

31 2. Kaidô 

2-B. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Yunotsu-Okidomaridô 

[2-B-12] : AV-AW 
(in Apps.2-3, 3-b-7 and 3-b-8)  

p.26 Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Okidomari. 

2-B-12 :  
from 8.43 km  

to 8.54 km 
0.0333  1-C 2-3 

3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-7,8

4-a 
4-b-4 5-25 LON.132°21´29´´E 

LAT.35°05´52´´N 

32 2. Kaidô 

2-B. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Yunotsu-Okidomaridô 

[2-B-22] : BH-BG 
(in Apps.2-3 and 3-b-8)  

p.26 Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Okidomari. 

2-B-22 :  
from 10.23 km 
(AX-AY-BB-
BC-BH) to 
10.39 km (AX-
AY-BB-BC-
BH-BG) 

0.0130 1-C 2-3 
3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-8 

4-a 
4-b-4 5-25 LON.132°20´44´´E 

LAT.35°05´55´´N 
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2. Kaidô 

2-A. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Tomogauradô 

[2-A-18] : AB-AC 
(in Apps.2-3 and 3-b-5)  

p.26 Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Tomogaura. 

2-A-18 :  
from 7.77 km  

to 8.13 km 33 

3. Ports and 
port towns 3-A. Tomogaura p.27

A port from which silver ore and silver was 
shipped during the 1st half of the 16th 
century. 

― 

15.0334 1-C 2-3 
3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-5 

4-a 
4-b-2, 
3, 5, 6

5-24, 
26, 27

LON.132°22´38´´E 
LAT.35°07´33´´N 

2. Kaidô 

2-B. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Yunotsu-Okidomaridô 

[2-B-13] : AX-AY 
[2-B-14] : AY-AZ  
[2-B-15] : AZ-BA 
[2-B-16] : AZ-BB  
[2-B-17] : AY-BB 
[2-B-18] : BB-BC 
(in Apps.2-3 and 3-b-8) 

p.26 Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Okidomari. 

2-B-13:  
from 9.73 km  
to 9.93 km 
2-B-14:  
from 9.93 km  
to 10.13 km 
2-B-15:  
from 10.13 km  
to 10.18km 
2-B-16:  
from 10.13 km 
(AX-AY-AZ) 
to 10.28 km 
(AX-AY-AZ-
BB) 
2-B-17:  
from 9.93 km  
to 10.05 km 
(AX-AY-BB) 
2-B-18:  
from 10.05 km  
(AX-AY-BB) 
to 10.17km 
(AX-AY-BB-
BC) 

34 

3. Ports and 
port towns 3-B. Ôkidomari p.28

A port which played the central role for the 
shipment of silver during the latter half of 
the 16th century.  Also served as the center 
of supply of materials to the silver mine and 
a military base. 

― 

29.8217 1-C 2-3 
3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-8 

4-a 
4-b-2, 
3, 5, 6

5-25, 
28, 29

LON.132°20´30´´E 
LAT.35°05´60´´N 
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2. Kaidô 

2-B. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Yunotsu-Okidomaridô 

[2-B-19] : BE-BD 
[2-B-20] : BE-BF  
[2-B-21] : BG-BE 
(in Apps.2-3 and 3-b-8)  

p.26 Part of the transportation route between the 
silver mine and Okidomari. 

2-B-19:  
from 10.52 km  
(AX-AY-BB-
BC-BH-BG-
BE) to 10.59 
km (AX-AY-
BB-BC-BH-
BG-BE-BD) 
2-B-20:  
from 10.52 km  
(AX-AY-BB-
BC-BH-BG-
BE) to 10.59 
km (AX-AY-
BB-BC-BH-
BG-BE-BF) 
2-B-21:  
from 10.39 km  
(AX-AY-BB-
BC-BH-BG) to 
10.52 km 
(AX-AY-BB-
BC-BH-BG-
BE) 

35 

3. Ports and 
port towns 3-C. Yunotsu p.29

A port of shipment that developed during 
the latter half of the 16th century.  Also 
famous for hot springs. 

― 

33.7000  1-C 2-3 
3-a(1),
(2) 
3-b-8 

4-a 
4-b-4 

5-25, 
30, 31

LON.132°20´52´´E 
LAT.35°05´46´´N 

 
N.B. 
Distances that are given in the description column are the distance from Point A (Hataguchi) in the case of 2-A. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Tomogauradô and 

that from Point AD (Sakaneguchi) in the case of 2-B. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Yunotsu-Okidomaridô and measured on 1/25,000 topographic maps. 
The buffer zone is one inseparable area surrounding the component features of the property, and therefore, its area cannot be divided into parcels in the 

table. 
The geographical coordinates of each parcel represent those of the middle point (of an arc) or the centroid (of a polygon) in the 1/25,000 topographical 

map. 
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2. Description 
 
2.a Description of Property and Significant Features 
 
(i) Description of Property 

 The nominated property, “The Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine and its Cultural 
Landscape”, is an integral ensemble of the three related groups of component features, 
i.e. the “silver mine site and mining towns”, “Kaidô”, or transportation routes, and 
“ports and port towns”. 
 The “silver mine site and mining towns” consist of the silver mine site, as the 
central feature which exhibits evidence of the whole range of processes from digging 
to refining in the period from the 16th century to the 20th century, as well as the 
residential areas where people involved in silver production and related livelihoods 
lived, and in the surrounding areas are the sites of the mountain fortresses that 
protected the mining communities. Secondly, the “Kaidô” is a set of two 
transportation routes that were used to transport silver ore, silver and other goods 
between the silver mine and the ports.  Lastly, in the category of “ports and port 
towns” are the ports and relevant facilities for the shipment of silver ore and 
processed silver and also for the landing of materials and goods that were needed in 
the silver mine, as well as the port towns where people who engaged in loading and 
unloading those materials lived. 
 The property, “The Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine and its Cultural Landscape”, 
consists of “sites” and “groups of buildings” representing the ensemble of the social 
system and the social infrastructure of the silver mine development from silver 
production to shipment and is an example of a cultural landscape of outstanding 
universal value, now covered with mountain forests, in which the original land-use 
system and parts of its functions are retained in the present land-use system.     

 
Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine and Surrounding Natural Environment 
 The nominated property, “The Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine and its Cultural 
Landscape”, within the confinement of the given natural conditions such as landform, 
geology, climate and vegetation, has been developed through organically evolved 
interactions of the above-mentioned 3 groups of the 14 component features, which 
are composed of various elements. 
 The silver mine site is situated approximately 6 km inland from the Sea of Japan.  
Within and around this area, mountains of from 400 m to 600 m above sea level are 
closely spaced one after another, including the silver-ore-producing mountains Mt 
Sennoyama and Mt Yôgaisan, with deep valleys and rivers running between them.  
Between the higher mountainous area and the seacoast, there are comparatively 
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moderate hills of from 100m to 200m above sea level as well as plateaus, valleys and 
rivers, with few flatlands. The transportation routes called Kaidô were established 
threading through these rare flat areas. The coastal areas where the ports and port 
towns are located are characterized by saw-toothed rias-style landforms, with the 
town development wedged into the narrow valleys behind the harbors.   
 The climate of the area is that of a wet temperate monsoon climate; the coastal 
areas on the Sea of Japan, where the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine is located, is 
distinctly characterized by seasonal northwesterly winds in the wintertime 
accompanied by strong wind gusts and severe sea waves.  
 In the silver mine area and the surrounding mountain areas, there spread secondary 
forests of Pinus densiflora, Quercus glauca, Quercus myrsinaefolia, Quercus serrata 
and Quercus mongolica.  These trees are a rich legacy of the forests that had long 
been providing firewood for silver production and household consumption up to the 
19th century.  Now, additionally, large patches of bamboo groves dot the silver mine 
mountain areas.  Bamboo, which is often found at the sites of human settlements in 
Japan, now widely covers the areas where collective settlements used to exist.  These 
mountain forests constitute an important element of the cultural landscape associated 
with the silver mine. 
 
Silver Mine Site and Mining Towns 

Among the first group of the component features, the “silver mine site and mining 
towns”, the silver mines existed in the mountainous area spreading from Mt 
Sennoyama to Mt Yôgaisan whereas the mining towns existed in a wide area from the 
foot of Mt Sennoyama to long and narrow valleys lying between Mt Sennoyama and 
Mt Yôgaisan.  Among the mining settlements that once existed, Ômori-Ginzan is 
one that still remains as a residential area for local citizens long after the mining 
operations came to an end several decades ago.  This area dates back to Ginzan Town, 
the silver mine area enclosed with fences, and Ômori Town, outside the fenced area, 
of the Edo Period; as a result, even now the western half of the valley is called the 
“Ginzan Area” and is distinguished from the eastern “Ômori Area”. 

At Mt Sennoyama and the Ginzan Area, a mining town was developed in tandem 
with the mine development in the 16th and 17th centuries.  Mt Sennoyama, which 
became obsolete and was abandoned following the closure of the mining operations, 
shows only scattered traces of the past silver production facilities and the people’s 
lives there.  In contrast, the Ginzan Area remains inhabited by local citizens, where 
the original land uses such as residential areas and small-scale farmland are still 
retained.  

In a town located in the mountainous area of Mt Sennoyama, workshops for 
smelting and refining were set up near mine shafts and the production processes from 
digging to smelting were carried out consecutively.  Those workshop facilities served 
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also as workers’ dwellings, creating an environment where silver production and the 
daily lives of those who engaged in silver production were inseparable.  Today, in the 
Ginzan Area, some 600 mine shafts and over 1,000 man-made flat areas have been 
identified, illustrating various characteristic circumstances of the silver mine 
operation. 
 On the other hand, the Ginzan Area contains a variety of elements related to other 
aspects of the silver production, the people’s life and their religious beliefs, including 
such features as residential areas and commercial districts that were developed along 
streets as well as shrines, temples and graveyards that existed in the surrounding 
areas. Besides these, there were fortresses, administrative offices and silver 
storehouses in existence here.  This area was the center of administration that 
controlled the entire mine area.  

In the areas surrounding this mine site and the former mining towns are several 
sites of mountain fortresses that protected them. 

In the 16th century, Yataki-jô (1-C) and Yahazu-jô (1-D) to the west of the mine 
and the Ginzan Area, and Iwami-jô (1-D) to the north thereof were constructed in 
defense of the silver mine area.  However, by the early 17th century, when a period of 
strife came to an end, these fortresses had ended their roles and were left abandoned, 
and are now covered by mountain forests. 
 In the early 17th century, the periphery of the mine and the Ginzan Area was 
enclosed with fences over a length of 8 km as a measure to control the movements 
not only of silver but also of people and goods coming in and going out.  Although 
the fences were removed in the mid-17th century, this area is still known as Ginzan 
Sakunouchi (1-A), literally meaning “inside the silver mine fences”. 
 The Ômori Area is another mining town that was formed in the 17th century and 
continued to grow to the east of Ginzan Sakunouchi in the 17th century.  Already in 
the period between the late 16th century and the early 17th century, there had existed a 
special facility devoted to refining in Miyanomae (1-G), located at the eastern end.  
The Ômori Area became the center of ruling power and control of the Iwami Ginzan 
Silver Mine up to the 19th century after the magistrate’s office was relocated there 
from the Ginzan Area in the 17th century.  Within this area, streets were lined with 
the residences of administrative officers, those of powerful merchants who profited 
from the silver mine operation or financing business, including the House of the 
Kumagai Family (1-H), plus the shop-residences of small and medium-sized 
merchant businesses and the houses of craftsmen.  In their background, the 
mountainside areas were spotted with many shrines, temples and graveyards that 
provided the stages for religious activities by the people of all ranks.  In particular, 
the mountainside area bordering on the Ginzan Area is a distinctive place where 500 
stone statues of rakan were enshrined in the 18th century in a wish to bring the safety 
and prosperity upon the silver mine (1-I. Rakan-ji Gohyakurakan).   
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 Most residences in the Ômori Area were lost in a large fire that occurred in 1800 
and were later reconstructed; now, the historical townscape, as the setting for the 
daily life and religious activity of the local citizens, is still maintained in good 
condition.  

 
Kaidô (Transportation Routes) 

The 2nd group of the component features, or “Kaidô”, are the set of transportation 
routes which connected the silver mine and mining towns with the ports and port 
towns and which played an important role in the transportation of silver ore, refined 
silver and other goods and materials.  

The Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Tomogauradô (2-A) is the route used during the first 
half of the 16th century, when the development of the silver mine was started, in order 
to carry silver ore and silver over to Tomogaura (3-A), where the port for shipment 
was located. The Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Yunotsu-Okidomaridô (2-B) is the route 
through which silver was carried from the silver mine over to the port at Okidomari 
during the latter half of the 16th century. 

The Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Tomogauradô (2-A) started from the two entrance 
points to the east and west of Mt Yôgaisan and extended over a distance of 7.5 km in 
total to the port at Tomogaura (3-A), providing the shortest access between the silver 
mine and the Sea of Japan.  

This transportation route characteristically follows an undulating path all through 
the route and the remains of the road engineering work that was done in order to 
make the passage easier still exist in good condition.  In addition, along the route 
there remains a small shrine, whose origin is associated with an anecdote related to 
silver ore transportation, as well as stone monuments and other religious objects 
placed there by those who passed along the route and by local citizens in prayer for 
safety and health.  

The Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Yunotsu-Okidomaridô (2-B) is the route that came to 
be used for silver transportation to the Sea of Japan when the ruler of the silver mine 
changed in the mid-16th-century.  Starting from the western end of Ginzan 
Sakunouchi (1-A), the route runs over a total length of 12 km to Okidomari (3-B) 
and Yunotsu (3-C), where the center for the control of the silver mine and the 
surrounding area existed.  

This route not only served the purposes of silver transportation but also, after the 
function of silver transportation was taken over by another route in the early 17th 
century, served as the main channel for the transportation of consumer goods and 
materials for silver production to meet the needs of the silver mine until the mid-19th 
century.   Furthermore, the greater part of this route is still in use by local citizens in 
their daily lives for the purposes of movement and transportation between 
neighboring villages in the area. 
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 This route is relatively smooth over the major stretch of the roadway but is 
punctuated by its single steep hill at Gôrozaka.  Along the route, the remains of road 
engineering work such as stone steps, etc. exist in good condition together with 
religious stone monuments that were built by people who passed along the route and 
by local citizens in prayer for safety and health, as well as stone guideposts that were 
built for the convenience of people passing the route. 
  
Ports and Port Towns 

The 3rd group of the component features is Tomogaura (3-A), Okidomari (3-B) 
and Yunotsu (3-C), which played an important role as the ports for the outbound 
shipment of silver ore and silver from the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine. 

Tomogaura (3-A) is the port that shipped silver ore and silver to Hakata, Japan’s 
largest trade port at that time, during the first half of the 16th century.  Okidomari (3-
B) succeeded Tomogaura as the port for silver shipment during the latter half of the 
16th century.  Yunotsu (3-C) had been famous for hot springs since old times and is 
known as the place where the materials and goods needed at the silver mine were 
unloaded, being a major port on the coast of the Sea of Japan which had existed since 
before the 16th century.    

Tomogaura (3-A) and Okidomari (3-B) are each characterized by the rias-style 
coast and a small bay that opens to the west and the sloped landforms in the narrow 
valley, with the port and hamlet forming a striking harmony.  

Each port still retains many characteristic facilities and devices related to maritime 
transportation such as an islet that served as a protection against winds and waves, an 
anchorage that was formed in a small harbor taking advantage of the landforms, a 
beach where lading and unlading were carried out and a well from which water was 
supplied to ships.  In addition, religious structures unique to ports such as shrines 
dedicated to prayers for safety at sea still remain in the islet at the entrance of the port 
or the beach.   

The hamlet of each port is similarly centered around the Kaidô leading to the silver 
mine with houses standing on each side of the road; the original rectangular land 
divisions remain still today.  

These port hamlets bear testimony to the utmost efforts that were made by people 
who engaged in the shipment of silver ore and silver and who worked to maintain the 
port, trying to make the best use possible of the forbiddingly narrow landform.  

In addition, in the background of the residences at Okidomari (3-B), there remain 
religious spots revered by local citizens, such as temples and small shrines that date 
back to the late 16th century.  In addition to these, two mountain fortresses had been 
constructed on the hill near the entrance of Okidomari Port by the late 16th century, 
for the purpose of protecting the hamlet and the port. 
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On the other hand, Yunotsu had long been known for its hot springs since before 
the 16th century and its name, literally meaning “hot spring port”, derives from the 
place’s prosperity based upon the hot springs.  With a port in the west, Yunotsu (3-
C) boasts of the historic townscape characterized by rectangular land divisions 
centered around the streets that are connected to the Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Yunotsu-
Okidomaridô (2-B).  Hot spring inns, shop-residences, mansions of cargo ship 
merchants and other Japanese style structures stand side by side with religious 
structures such as temples and shrines.  These structures have been constructed as a 
result of painstaking efforts to make the best possible use of the available space in the 
narrow valley by carving flat terraces out of the flanks of the narrow valley.  
 
Cultural Landscape 

It is appropriate to consider the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine to be a cultural 
landscape, in particular “relict landscape, because it fully illustrates the processes 
ranging from silver production to transportation that were carried out continuously 
for nearly 400 years since its full-scale development started in the early 16th century 
until it was closed down in the early 20th century, and because it represents the land-
use system unique to the silver mine that is not longer in operation. 

At the same time, it allows of evaluation as a “continuing landscape” in light of 
the fact that some of the original functions dating back to the times of the silver mine 
have been passed on from generation to generation, as is evident in the present on-
going lives and livelihoods of local people.      

 
Relict landscape 

At Ginzan Sakunouchi (1-A), which is the site of the silver mine itself, small 
mine shafts remain with their entry holes open on the slopes as evidence of digging, 
and in the man-made flat areas are numerous underground remains related to 
smelting, refining and dwelling. The modern refinery went out of use after the mine 
was closed in 1923 and abandoned as it was.  These sites were overgrown with 
bamboo groves, etc. after their operations ceased; forests that had existed there before 
the mine development started came back, extending from the surrounding areas until 
the entire area of the site is now covered again with deep mountain forests. 

 The defense facilities that protected the silver mine and the mining towns, such as 
the fortresses Yataki-jô, Yahazu-jô and Iwami-jô which were constructed in the 
surrounding hills, were also abandoned, after the struggles over the silver mine ended 
in the 17th century, and now the flat areas that were part of the defense facilities 
remain in good condition, covered with secondary forests and bamboo groves, on the 
slopes and the hill tops. 

In addition, the streets and land divisions of the residential areas remain in their 
original condition not only in Ômori-Ginzan (1-F), which was a part of a mining 
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town, but also in the ports and port towns at Tomogaura (3-A), Okidomari (3-B) 
and Yunotsu (3-C).  The Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Tomogauradô (2-A) and the Iwami 
Ginzan Kaidô Yunotsu-Okidomaridô (2-B), which connected Ginzan Sakunouchi 
(1-A) and ports, retain the original route, width, road surface, etc. without changes 
from the time when they served transportation of silver ore, silver and other goods. 

The above-mentioned elements are organically interrelated to each other, 
producing a “relict landscape” representing the ensemble of land uses related to the 
silver mine operation.  

 
Continuing landscape 

In the settlements and surrounding farmlands at Ômori-Ginzan (1-F), 
Tomogaura (3-A), Okidomari (3-B), and Yunotsu (3-C), local citizens are leading 
their daily lives still now, sustaining the landscapes of local residential centers, and 
the ports are also functioning fully as the fishing ports that are essential to the 
livelihoods of local residents.  The Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Tomogauradô (2-A) and 
the Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Yunotsu-Okidomaridô (2-B) which connect the 
settlements and ports are also part of the contemporary lives of local citizens as 
important roads to serve their daily needs.  In addition, shrines and temples in the 
residential areas as well as stone monuments, Buddha halls, small shrines and other 
religious objects that remain along the routes are alive in the daily lives of local 
people as objects of worship. 

The above-mentioned elements maintain a close relationship with the present on-
going lives and livelihoods, having undergone a certain degree of change with the 
passage of time, and together they produce a “continuing landscape”.  

 
 (ii) Description of Significant Features 
 

1-A. Ginzan Sakunouchi 
Ginzan Sakunouchi (1-A) is the site of the silver mine that spreads over an area 

of 320 ha.  In Ginzan Sakunouchi (1-A), there remain in good condition a number of 
sites related to silver production and daily life such as mine shafts and workshop-
residences where smelting and refining were carried out from the 16th century to the 
20th century.  In relation to these sites, sites related to administration (such as 
administration offices) and defense (such as fortresses) as well as sites related to 
religious belief (such as shrines, temples and stone stupas) remain in good condition. 
Three different types of elements that constitute Ginzan Sakunouchi are described 
below: elements of Ginzan Sakunouchi related to “silver production and daily life”, 
those related to “administration and defense” and those related to “religious belief”. 

17 
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Elements that are related to silver production and daily life 

Throughout the mine area called Ginzan Sakunouchi (1-A), a range of silver 
production undertakings from digging, dressing, smelting to refining were carried out 
consecutively. 

Traces of digging cover almost the entire area of Mt Sennoyama, which contained 
silver deposits, to the extent that the number of the holes that have been identified so 
far reaches over 600.  The existence of so many holes is one of the distinctive 
characteristics of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine.  These holes can be broadly 
categorized into two types: traces of open pit digging that remain on the ground 
surface and those of mine shafts dug into the ground in pursuit of ore veins.  The 
former are distributed mainly in the area from the mountaintop of Mt Sennoyama to 
the valley to the south, whereas the latter can be seen almost anywhere in the valley 
within Ginzan Sakunouchi. 

Representative examples of mine shafts are Ôkubo-mabu and Kamaya-mabu in the 
south slope of Mt Sennoyama and Ryûgenji-mabu in the northern slope.  These are 
large-scale mine shafts that were created at the peak of the prosperity of the Iwami 
Ginzan Silver Mine.  However, many of the other mine shafts are small-sized with an 
entry measuring 90 cm in height by 60 cm in width on average.  Inside these mine 
shafts, there remain numerous marks of hammers and chisels, highlighting the 
extremity and dexterity of manual digging. 

Ore dressing, smelting and refining were also carried out in workshops that were 
constructed at Ginzan Sakunouchi. 

Ginzan Sakunouchi (1-A) is now entirely covered with the lush green of 
secondary forests of evergreen trees and broadleaved trees and bamboo groves, 
thanks to the resilience of nature after the closure of the mine.  In areas from 
mountain ridges to the valley beds, over 1,000 man-made flat terraces, large and 
small, have been identified.  These flat areas are often accompanied by remains of 
stone walls and drainage conduits or by traces of digging nearby.  The flat areas are 
the sites of workshops where silver production was carried out, and where daily lives 
were led inseparably from the workplace in the 16th century. Each one of these 
workshops constituted the minimum unit of silver production.  From their location 
relative to the digging traces, it is known that the workshops were set up near the 
places where digging was carried out.  At the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine, these small 
units produced high quality silver, which, assembled in great numbers, produced a 
large quantity of silver. 

Sites that show this style of silver production have been found as a result of 
excavation surveys that were carried out at the mountaintop of Mt Sennoyama and on 
the slopes in the valley at the mountain foot.  To take an example from the survey of 
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the area near the mountaintop, known as Ishigane Fujita Area, where the sites of the 
16th to 18th century settlements were excavated, the following findings were obtained: 

Some of the flat sites showed land divisions measuring 8 – 10 m in width and 20 
m in depth that were aligned facing onto a 2 m wide street. These flat areas are the 
sites of the workshops where smelting and refining were carried out.  Along with 
these, the sites of mine shafts have also been identified nearby.  From former building 
interior locations several archaeological remains such as those of drainage and water 

ng and those of furnaces that were 
necessary for smelting and 
refining have been discovered, 
together with many tools that 
were used for smelting and 
refining.  These archaeological 
remains and artifacts are 
illustrative of the labor-intensive 
and manual-based methods of 
silver production that 
characterized the Iwami Ginzan 
Silver Mine. 

 
Photo.  Excava

storage facilities that were necessary for ore dressi

ted tools for smelting and refining 
 

f a depression in the earth floor with a 
iameter of 1 m or less.  This type of furnace is called “earth floor type”, which is the 

typ

re found at 
oth

ut also many goods for 
dai

uxurious products manufactured in China or Korea, 
sho

The furnace sites show a simple structure o
d

ical style of furnaces that were used for smelting and refining in Japan. 
Among the excavated artifacts, there was an iron pan that was used in the refining 

process, which, together with cupellated silver and precious lead that we
er survey areas in Ginzan Sakunouchi, shows that the unique cupellation-based 

refining method was used in the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine. 
It is noteworthy that, from the sites of workshops where smelting and refining 

were carried out, not only artifacts for silver production b
ly life such as earthenware, porcelain, combs, clogs, smoking pipes, etc. have been 

found. This is clear evidence showing that silver production and daily life were 
inseparable in these places. 

Those artifacts for daily life included not only domestic products but also 
expensive porcelain and l

wing that the cultural standards of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine in the 16th and 
17th centuries were comparable to those of major cities of the time in Japan, such as 
Kyoto and Osaka. 
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 In the late 19th century, when modernization started, technologies of Europe and 
USA were introduced in Japan and industrial machines came into wide use.  However, 
dig

 
rtheast of Mt Sennoyama and at Kôjidani to the 

no

structed in 1895, where the foundation stonework, the site of an ore 
dre

lief

ging was basically carried out in line with the techniques that had been used to dig 
mine shafts since the Edo Period. 

On the other hand, modern methods of smelting and refining were used intensively, 
mainly at Shimizudani to the no

rthwest of Mt Yôgaisan; the sites of those modern refineries remain in these two 
places. 

The site of the refinery at Shimizudani is the site of a large-scale modern refinery 
that was con

ssing facility, the site of tram rails, etc. remain in good condition, allowing us to 
know what one of the largest silver production facilities at that time looked like.  The 
refinery at Kôjidani served as the base for the Modern-Period development of the 
Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine from 1896 up until the closure of the mine in 1923.  At its 
site remain parts of the plant facilities such as an ore dressing house, ventilation 
shafts, and miners’ residences. 
 
Elements related to religious be  

The elements of Ginzan Sakunouchi that are related to religious belief include 
rines that represent the spiritual lives of people 

wh

tion, in a number of cemeteries, 
co

es the guardian deities of 
the

many shrines, temples and small sh
o gathered and settled in the Iwami area for mining purposes.  At the peak of 

prosperity of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine, it is said, there were “100 silver mine 
temples”, indicating that temples of different religious schools were constructed in 
common prayer for the prosperity of the silver mine. 

At present, some 70 shrines and temples, including sites with no remaining 
buildings, have been identified in this area.  In addi

mbining both those attached to these temples and independent graveyards, over 
6,000 tombstones and memorial monuments that were built for those who died in 
these areas exist, excluding any but those visible above the ground surface.  Thus 
there is ample evidence showing that the mountainous areas where these graves are 
distributed used to be inhabited by large numbers of people. 

There exist 4 shrines, excluding 7 shrines that are constructed within the precincts 
of Buddhist temples.  The Sahimeyama-jinja, which enshrin

 mine, is located near the entrance to the mine area in Mt Sennoyama.  Since it 
was constructed in 1434, as records tell, the shrine has attracted worship from rulers 
of the mine as well as workers of the mine from generation to generation.  The 
existing shrine building is an early-19th century construction and is one of the largest 
that remains as an existing shrine building dedicated to deities associated with mines 
in Japan.  Even now, annual festivals are celebrated by local citizens in April and 
September.   
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Elements that are related to administration and defense 

The elements of Ginzan Sakunouchi that are related to administration and defense 
on offices, fences and guard 

sta

e. 

early 17th century, the center of the administrative control of the 
mi

ami Ginzan 
Sil

the boundary.  There was no change to the area of the 
Gi

The Daikansho Site (1-B) is located in the northern part of the Ômori Area.  It is 
 who was deployed from the 

Ed

 4 m in 
wi

include the sites of mountain fortresses, administrati
tions. 
Their function in society waxed and waned over time and there were relocations 

from time to tim
In the period from the start of the full-scale development of the Iwami Ginzan 

Silver Mine to the 
ne was seated at Mt Yôgaisan in Ginzan Sakunouchi. In the 16th century, 

Yamabuki-jô was constructed at Mt Yôgaisan as the center of control; now the 
remains of its core of defensive features such as the man-made terraces, dry moats, 
stone walls, etc. are clearly evident at the mountaintop.  In the late 16th century, the 
day-to-day administration work was taken care of in the Ginzan Area, in the southern 
area at the foot of Mt Yôgaisan; at present the site of the administration office called 
the Yasumiyakusho and the remains of large stone walls still exist.  These 
administration-related facilities continued in operation until the administration center 
was transferred from Mt Yôgaisan to the Ômori Area in the 17th century. 

In the 17th century, the mines in Japan were placed under strict political control, 
under a policy quite different from other types of properties.  The Iw

ver Mine was no exception; it was enclosed with wood fences over a length of 8 
km.  Points of entry and exit were installed with guard stations, numbering as many 
as 10 stations at one time. 

In the mid-17th century, the wood fences were removed and pine trees were 
planted instead, to mark 

nzan Sakunouchi from the mid-17th century to the mid-19th century.  
 

1-B. Daikansho Site (Site of the Magistrate’s Office) 

the site of the administration office where the magistrate
o Shogunate was stationed to govern the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine and 150-odd 

villages in the surrounding area from the 17th century to the mid-19th century. 
On this 2,657 m2 site, the tile roofed one-story front gate and the attached row 

houses on both sides still exist.  The size of the existing building cluster is
dth and 33 m in total length.  These row houses are 1815 reconstructions built after 

having been destroyed in a fire that occurred in 1800.  The wooden tablets that record 
the year of construction, the history of repair work, the name of the carpenters who 
did the job, etc. remain, providing information on the original conditions; old 
drawings drawn in 1841 also remain, providing visual information about their 
original conditions. 
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At the center of the site there used to be a main house until it was dismantled in 
1879.  Later in 1902, it was replaced with a modern style administration office called 
Ni

The Yataki-jô Site (1-C), located 2.5 km to the southwest of Ginzan Sakunouchi, 
th century on the mountaintop 

63

unded by smaller 
ste

zu-jô Site (Site of a Mountain Fortress) 
The Yahazu-jô Site (1-C), located 2.5 km to the west of Ginzan Sakunouchi, is 

16th century on the mountaintop  
47

 north to south and a second flat area of similar size approx. 40 
m 

ami-jô Site (Site of a Mountain Fortress) 
The Iwami-jô Site (1-E), located 5 km to the north-northwest of Ginzan 

as built in the 16th century on the 
top of a rocky mountain, 153 m above sea level. Overlooking the plain toward the 

magun-yakusho.  Currently, the building of the administration office is used as the 
Iwami Silver Mine Museum, contributing to research and study on the Iwami Ginzan 
Silver Mine, the preservation and management of historical materials, public 
presentation and promotion, and visitors’ guidance. 

 
1-C. Yataki-jô Site (Site of a Mountain Fortress) 

is the site of a mountain fortress that was built in the 16
5 m above sea level. 700 meters to its north is the Gôrozaka of the Iwami 

Ginzan Kaidô Yunotsu-Okidomaridô (2-B).  1.8 km further to the north of the 
Gôrozaka is the Yahazu-jô Site, which likewise occupies an important position to 
guard the entry point to the west of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine.  

The fortress site, extending along a north-south ridge, consists of a flat area approx. 
40 m from north to south by 10 m from east to west that is surro

pped terraces and dry moats protecting them.  The structure of the fortress, 
characterized by the existence of terraces and dry moats on the mountaintop 
commanding a wide view of the surrounding lay of the land, represents the typical 
characteristics of Japanese mountain fortresses of the Middle Ages of Japanese 
history.   

 
1-D. Yaha

the site of a mountain fortress that was built in the 
9 m above sea level.  1.8 km to the west along the mountain ridge, there is the 

Gôrozaka of the Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Yunotsu-Okidomaridô (2-B).  1.3 km 
further south of the Gôrozaka is the Yataki-jô Site (1-C).  In a record that is 
estimated to have been written in 1556, there used to be a struggle over the Iwami 
Ginzan Silver Mine among the warlords based at the three fortresses in the area 
including Yahazu-jô. 

The fortress site consists of a mountaintop flat area approx. 7 m from east to west 
by approx. 15 m from

below, surrounded by small terraces and dry moats that were constructed to protect 
them. 

 
1-E. Iw

Sakunouchi, is the site of a mountain fortress that w
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Se

ss, reflecting the military importance that 
wa

 near the silver mine in a 
valley along the Ginzangawa River, where the settlement consisting of traditional 

tends approximately 2.8 km from north to south.  Ômori-
Gi

 along the Ginzangawa River where the Yasumiyakusho was 
loc

ch as 
sam

 places 

a of Japan, it was an important stronghold for protecting the area to the north of the 
silver mine.  At the mountaintop, man-made terraces and dry moats that constituted 
the defense units remain in good condition. 

In 1565, it is recorded, a local lord who had reigned in Yunotsu (3-C) and the 
Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine made donations to the Izumo Taisha Shinto Shrine in 
prayer for success in taking over this fortre

s attached to this fortress by lords of neighboring lands. 
 

1-F. Ômori-Ginzan 
Ômori-Ginzan (1-F) is a mining town that developed

wooden buildings ex
nzan (1-F) is divided into the southern “Ginzan Area” near Mt Yôgaisan and the 

northern “Ômori Area” near the Daikansho Site.  They correspond to the 
administrative boundaries of the Edo Period, named Ginzan Town and Ômori Town, 
respectively.  The area of Ginzan Town is identical with the area of Ginzan 
Sakunouchi (1-A). 

When the full-scale development of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine started in 1526, 
the residential area first developed around Mt Sennoyama.  Later, as the development 
progressed, the area

ated became the town center.  In the 17th century, the construction of Ômori Town 
was begun and the administration center was transferred to somewhere near the 
present Daikansho Site, gradually increasing the importance of the Ômori Area. 

The Ômori Area was the administration center in charge of 150-odd villages in the 
Iwami Ginzan Sivler Mine and its surrounding area from the 17th century to the mid-
19th century, where people of different ranks and various walks of life su

urais, merchants and priests of shrines and temples lived, mixing with each other 
and forming a unique settlement.  In its northern area, structures related to 
administration and defense such as the graves of magistrates, the former residence of 
the landlord, and the row houses of samurais’ servants are mainly concentrated 
around the Daikansho Site.  In the surrounding area, samurais’ houses and 
townhouses are mixed, aligned along the streets: samurais’ houses s have a fence on 
the street and a yard behind the fence with the main house in the inner portion of the 
site, whereas, in sharp contrast, the townhouses have a clay-walled storehouse, a 
fence and the main house fronting directly onto the street. The shrines that local 
people worship are located to the northeast of the Daikansho Site while temples are 
located in the mountainside area behind the samurais’ houses and townhouses. 

According to a drawing dating back to the early 17th century, the Ginzan Area was 
a prosperous town full of wooden townhouses that lined the streets in the valley.  
Today, there remain the original land divisions of the residential area in many
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an

 16th 
cen

tial area, surrounded by many mine shafts, in close 
ass

earances and atmosphere while maintaining the land 
use

 at the northeast end of Ômori-Ginzan (1-F) and 100 
m to the east of the Daikansho Site (1-B), is the site of a silver refining facility on 

inzan River.  As a result of excavation surveys, the underground 
rem

e street 50m to the 
southwest of the Daikansho Site (1-B), is the largest example of townhouse 

d, even in places where land use has been changed to rice paddies or farmlands, 
vestiges of the land divisions of townhouses are identifiable.  As a result of 
excavation surveys that were conducted in recent years, it has been discovered that 
the site of a refinery exists in this area and that the settlement was constructed on 
land where slugs from smelting and refining were buried and covered with soil.  

Around the Yasumiyakusho located at the southern foot of Mt Yôgaisan in the 
Ginzan Area, there used to be many shops, which is reflected in the fact that there 
remain many places whose names derive from commercial activities.  In the

tury, this area was the administration center that enjoyed the highest economical 
prosperity.  In addition, like the Ômori Area, shrines and temples containing many 
stone monuments remain in the mountainside in the background of the settlement, 
bearing testimony to the history of the daily lives and religious activities of the 
residents of the Ginzan Area. 

The Ginzan Area, located en route from Mt Sennoyama to the Iwami Ginzan 
Kaidô Tomogauradô (2-A) and the Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Yunotsu-Okidomaridô 
(2-B), prospered as a residen

ociation with the silver mine. 
Many of the buildings that exist in Ômori-Ginzan (1-F) are reconstructions after 

the big fire of 1800.  However, buildings that used to be the residences of samurais or 
merchants retain the original app

 that was established at the very beginning of the Early Modern Period.  The clay 
walls and red-glazed roof tiles, known as Sekishûkawara, that are characteristic of 
this region result in a distinctive, beautiful townscape in harmony with the verdure of 
the surrounding mountains.   

 
1-G. Miyanomae 

Miyanomae (1-G), located
 

the bank of the G
ains of streets and buildings dating back to the period between the late 16th 

century and the early 17th century have been identified.  In one of these building sites, 
there were as many as 24 furnaces in its small floor space of 24 m2 and therefore the 
building has been identified to be a refining workshop.  This workshop is a dedicated 
refining facility located roughly 3 km from Mt Sennoyama and is considered to have 
been a special facility to heighten the grade of the refined silver. 

 
1-H. House of the Kumagai Family 

The House of the Kumagai Family (1-H), facing onto th

architecture in Ômori-Ginzan (1-F). 
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The Kumagai Family is recorded to have already settled in Ginzan Sakunouchi in 
the 17th century and engaged in the management of the silver mine.  In the early 18th 
century, they moved to the present house location where they ran a financing 
bu

 is positioned in 
the

cated on the bank of a tributary of the 
Gin gawa River in the Ômori Area on the side close to the Ginzan Area, is a 

ha and rakan in the three alcoves 
car

e of Buddhism.  Attracting donations 
fro

  As such, it still attracts the hearts of many people today.  
 

siness and established themselves as contract merchants for the magistrate’s office.  
In the 19th century, the head of the family took the position of a town officer; in the 
late 19th century, the family started the manufacturing of Japanese sake and enjoyed 
prosperity as one of the richest merchant families in Ômori-Ginzan. 

The existing house is a reconstruction after the big fire in 1800.  The layout of the 
buildings in the compound is consistent with records dating back to 1872.  As regards 
the composition of the main house interior, an earthen-floored room

 south with living rooms on the north side. The inner room called Okunoma which 
faces onto the garden and the 3 other rooms to its east were used to receive guests on 
official occasions and the other rooms were used either for business purposes or for 
daily uses by family members.  This is a good example of townhouse architecture that 
illustrates the social position and daily life of powerful merchants at the Iwami 
Ginzan Silver Mine in the 19th century. 

 
1-I. Rakan-ji Gohyakurakan (500 rakan Statues) 

Rakan-ji Gohyakurakan (1-I), lo
zan

religious site which enshrines stone statues of Budd
ved in the bedrock, with tripartite Buddha images in the central alcove and 250 

rakan images each in the right and left alcoves. 
Its construction was started in 1757 out of the idea of the first resident priest of the 

Rakan-ji temple and the officers of the magistrate’s office who wished for prosperity 
and peace in the territory through the providenc

m powerful samurais of the Shogunate, as well as from townspeople all over Japan, 
it was completed in 1766.  The stone that was used as the construction material is tuff 
stone known as “Fukumitsuishi” produced at Fukumitsu Village to the west of 
Yunotsu (3-C).  The Rakan statues and other stone images are works of the 
Tsubouchi Family, a school of stonemasons who resided in Fukumitsu Village.  As is 
especially the case with the three stone bridges and the one monumental pagoda there, 
these works show very well the stonework techniques and skills of the stonemasons 
of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine area and represents the stone-craft work there in the 
mid-18th century.   

 There are no two identical statues among the 500 images of Buddha, and with 
such variety, it is said, visitors will be able to find images of their own kin in the 
faces of the statues.
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2-A

o reach 
the a of Japan during the first half of the 16th century when Tomogaura (3-A) was 
the port for shipment of silver ore and silver. 

The Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Tomogauradô (2-A) measures approximately 7.5 km 
in total length, and basically it is just barely wide enough to accommodate the 
passage of a person, a horse or a bull with the road width ranging from 0.6 m to 2.4 m. 

The transportation route starts at Hatakuchi (280 m above sea level) and 
Yoshizakokuchi (290 m above sea level) at the silver mine’s end.  It descends to 
Kôjidani and traverses the valley 50 m above sea level to reach Ueno, 200 m above 
sea level.  The route goes on farther to the west and extends to the northwest along 
the soft inclination of the mountain ridge (200 m to 100 m above sea level) until it 
finally reaches the port at Tomogaura. 

Throughout the route, the frequent ups and downs make the passage difficult; in 
connection with this, the remains of civil engineering such as earthen bridges and 
land cutting that were aimed at making the passage on the mountain ridge easier still 
exist in a good condition of preservation.  The settlement of Ueno located along the 
route appears in stories and folklore associated with silver ore transportation that 
have been passed from generation to generation.  In addition, the course of the 
transportation route is dotted with stone stupas, small shrines, small Buddha halls, 
etc., which were built by people who passed along the route or by local citizens in 
prayer for safety, etc. 

 
2-B. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Yunotsu-Okidomaridô (Transportation Route) 

The Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Yunotsu-Okidomaridô (2-B) is the transportation 
route that was used during the latter half of the 16th century, when Yunotsu (3-C) and 
Okidomari (3-B) became the key locations for the rule of the Iwami Ginzan Silver 
Mine and were equipped with shipping ports.  It was developed as the route to 
connect the silver mine with Yunotsu (3-C) and Okidomari (3-B) via the town of 
Nishita located at the halfway point.   

The Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Yunotsu-Okidormaridô (2-B) measures 
approximately 12 km in total length and the width of the route varies in the range of 
0.8 to 3.3 m, with engineering done to enable the frequent passage of people as well 
as horses and bulls. 

This transportation route starts at Sakaneguchi (220 m above sea level) at the 
silver-mine end and goes sharply up to a 420 m point, then descends precipitously to 
the west to the settlement of Nishita (100 m above sea level).  It goes on to pass the 
settlement of Shimizu (140 m above sea level) and Matsuyama and forks twofold to 

. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Tomogauradô (Transportation Route) 
The Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Tomogauradô (2-A) is the transportation route that 

was in use as the shortest course for transportation from Ginzan Sakunouchi t
Se
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reach Yunotsu (3-C) and Okidomari (3-B).   Yunotsu (3-C) and Okidomari (3-B) 
are

section at Gôrozaka.  Along the route, 
the

pla

people passing along the route to and from the 
sil

y when the development of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine was 
in its early stages. 

closing 
in 

in July; now the said festival is observed in 
Au

ring devices on the south coast that were carved out of the rock 
cli

the street still remain, now with about 20 wooden houses standing side by side.  In 

 connected through a pass that goes over the ridge between them. 
When compared with the Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Tomogauradô (2-A), the Iwami 

Ginzan Kaidô Yunotsu-Okidomaridô (2-B) is predominantly a relatively gentle 
slope except for the precipitous and lengthy 

re remain stone steps and gutters as well as the sites of quarries from which stone 
was cut out for their construction.  In addition, on both sides of the transportation 
route there are stone stupas, stone images of Buddha and stone signposts that were 

ced there by people who passed along the route or by local citizens in prayer for 
safety.  At the settlement of Nishita, which prospered as a resting spot near the 
halfway point of the transportation route, there remains a small shrine that was built 
in prayer for fire prevention and prosperity.  At the settlement of Shimizu, there is a 
natural spring known as “Shimizu no Kanabishaku” (literally, metal dipper of 
Shimizu) which quenched the thirst of 

ver mine.  The name of the spring is derived from a local story that tells that the 
magistrate of the silver mine donated a metal dipper in an offering to a water deity; 
today, the annual festival for the water deity is celebrated by local people in August.      

 
3-A. Tomogaura 

Tomogaura (3-A), facing on the Sea of Japan, approximately 6 km to the 
northwest of Ginzan Sakunouchi (1-A), is the port where silver ore and silver were 
shipped outward to Hakata, which was the international trading port, during the first 
half of the 16th centur

Tomogaura (3-A) is an inlet that is 34 m wide and 140 m long, with hills 
on both sides and two islets at the harbor mouth that serve as the breakwater.  One 

of the islets has on it a shrine dedicated to Benten (goddess of good fortune) that was 
built by Kamiya Jutei, a powerful merchant from Hakata who initiated the full-scale 
development of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine in 1526; it is still worshipped as a 
deity for maritime safety.  At this shrine, the annual festival called “Benten Matsuri” 
or “Renge Matsuri” was celebrated 

gust every year under the name of “Reitaisai”, keeping alive memories of the 
silver mine development by Kamiya Jutei and the transportation of silver ore and 
silver by sea. 

The inlet has moo
ff, and the sand beach at the inner end of the harbor is the place where silver ore 

and silver were loaded on ships. 
In addition, in the narrow valley extending from the inlet to the southwest, the 

rectangular land divisions that were developed in stepped platforms on both sides of 
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the settlement there remains a place that was used for temporary storage of silver ore 
as well as the site of a checkpoint to watch over the coming and going of people and 
go

made flat areas that were the sites of defense units in the fortress.  In addition, there is 
fortress at the top of a hill on the south coast of the harbor, which 

wa

80 m long and 40 m wide at the innermost end of the harbor, 
cu

 14 still today.  In addition, near the harbor entry, there is a shrine that 
wa

a street running through the settlement to connect to 
Iw

ods and a well that supplied water to ships.  The characteristic features of a village 
settlement that was formed on steeply sloped land remain in good condition as a 
whole. 

 
3-B. Okidomari 

Okidomari (3-B), located 9 km to the west of Ginzan Sakunouchi (1-A), is an 
efficient port that was built skillfully in a narrow inlet. 

During the approximately 40-year period in the latter half of the 16th century when 
the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine was under the rule of the feudal clan, the Môri Family, 
the port served not only for the shipment of refined silver but also as the base for 
marine troops of the Môri Family. 

On an islet at the mouth of the harbor there exists the site of a fortress that had 
been built as a military stronghold by a local lord before the Môri Family’s rule.  It 
played the role of protecting the harbor mouth in the 16th century.  The fortress 
appears in a record dating back to1540 and on the top of the islet there remain man-

the site of another 
s constructed by the Môri Family in 1570.  Flat areas that were the sites of defense 

units in the fortress remain in good condition.  During the latter half of the 16th 
century, this fortress protected not only the port of Okidomari but also the port of 
Yunotsu (3-C).  

The harbor is 4
tting deeply into the land.  In both wings of the harbor, there remain mooring 

devices that were carved out of the soft rock of the wave-cut plateau. 
The harbor ends with a beach shore where the loading of silver and unloading of 

goods were carried out, with a settlement reaching back into the narrow valley.  The 
settlement retains the rectangular land divisions that date back to the 16th century 
with groups of buildings such as wooden houses and storehouses.  On the northern 
slope on the ridge, there exists a small shrine devoted to a god of fire protection that 
is still worshipped by local people; inside the shrine, a wooden statue of the deity that 
was crafted in 1589 is still enshrined. The annual festival is celebrated by local 
people on July

s built in the early 16th century in prayer for maritime safety.  At this shrine, the 
spring festival is celebrated on April 3 every year.  Furthermore, there remain a well 
that supplied water to ships and 

ami Ginzan Kaidô, as well as a network of small watercourses for drainage.  The 
well is still in use as the source of drinking water for the local people and for fish-
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processing purposes.  The annual festival for the water deity is celebrated by the local 
people in July every year.   

As described above, Okidomari (3-B), like Tomogaura (3-A), shows very well 
the land use characteristics of a 16th century port and port-town settlement in this area. 

 
3-C.  Yunotsu 

, which is next to Okidomari (3-B), has a port and a port town that 
de

ese geography book that was 
wr

 the regime ruling the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 
an

ts, houses stand side by side.  In many house lots, the bedrock of the 
slo

the landscape of 
Yu

Yunotsu (3-C)
veloped on the rias-style seacoast of the Sea of Japan.  The name of Yunotsu (3-C) 

appears as a major port on the Sea of Japan in a Chin
itten in the 16th century. 
In the late 16th century, Yunotsu (3-C) played a role as an important port town 

supporting the consumption and production of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine and 
prospered as the political center in

d its surrounding area.  Yunotsu (3-C) had been known for hot springs since old 
times and many travelers stayed there, including renowned samurais, men of letters, 
and magistrates. 

Yunotsu (3-C) is set in a deep valley that stretches 800 m from east to west and 
100 m from north to south with 4 tributary gullies extending to the north and another 
to the south.  The town is situated in a small narrow space surrounded by hard rocky 
slopes closing on in the north, south and east, with the beach and port on the west. 

Within these constraints of the natural landform, the main street runs from the port 
to the east along the valley with several small streets branching from it to the north.  
Along these stree

pes that close on in the background of houses has been carved out to create more 
room as a measure to conquer the narrowness of the landform.  The sight of exposed 
bedrock in the background of the town has become characteristic of 

notsu (3-C), which has been integrated into the gardens of many inns or 
residences for aesthetic reasons. 

Hot spring baths and inns are distributed mainly in the central section of the valley 
around the hot spring source at the inner end of the main valley.  Shops running 
businesses in connection with the hot springs are also concentrated along the main 
street in the central part of the main valley.  Many of the houses of powerful 
merchants who made their fortune in the cargo shipping business, etc. are located in 
the western section of the valley that is close to the port – on large land lots.  Four of 
the five temples that were constructed after the 14th century are located on large land 
lots at the ends of small valleys that extend from the main valley to the north and 
south.  A number of the shrines which currently stand along the main street used to 
be located on the slopes in the background of the town until they were relocated in 
the early 18th century. 
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At present, the buildings that form the townscape of Yunotsu (3-C) include a wide 
range of buildings ranging from pre-19th century buildings to 20th century 
co

of history.   
land divisions are the outcome of repeated subdividing or combining 

lot

 
tory of the component features; copies of the official designation 

  a

nstructions.  Most of them are wooden structures that show different characteristics 
of their own times, constituting a variform townscape representing the multiple layers 

The existing 
s within the framework of the original land divisions without changing the lot-line 

locations, which is depicted in the old map of 1692, and retain very well the 
distinctive characteristics of narrow rectangular land divisions that were established 
in the Edo Period. 

The characteristic land division patterns and the carved bedrock of the mountain 
base bear eloquent testimony to the land-use system that was formed as a result of the 
vigorous economic activities that thrived in close relation to the prosperity of the 
Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine. 

Appendix 4. Inven
notices 
. Inventory of the sites and groups of buildings included in the nominated property 

  b. Copies of the official notices 
Appendix 5. Drawings of main component features of the property 
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2.b H
 
(i)
 

utei, a powerful merchant of Hakata, which was the largest trading 
po

aw a holy light in a mountain in the south that led him to 
the discovery of the silver mine. 

development, Jutei transported silver ore to the port 
ine, from which 

the ore was shipped to Hakata, where he was based.  Tomogaura (3-A) benefited 
from this and enjoyed prosperity with many houses being built one after another.  A 
historical document tells us that ships from China and Korea showed up near the 
coast of the Sea of Japan during this period. 

 
Kamiya Jutei, Key Merchant in the Silver Mine Development 

During the first half of the 16th century, when Kamiya Jutei proceeded with the 
silver mine development, it was the feudal clan, the Ôuchi Family, who ruled the 
Iwami region. The Ôuchi Family, whose influence prevailed in the area around the 
Suô-Nagato region that bordered the Iwami region on the west, was one of the most 
powerful feudal ruling clans in Japan.  They were also known as a rich feudal clan 
which gained profits from trade with China and Korea with their headquarters based 
in Hakata.  Kamiya Jutei established himself as a powerful merchant under the 
protection of the Ôuchi Family and was deeply involved in trade with China.    

 
Introduction of the Cupellation Technique and Increased Production 

In 1533, Kamiya Jutei sent technicians and engineers from Hakata to the Iwami 
Ginzan Silver Mine and had them start refining silver using the cupellation technique 
that had probably been introduced from Korea.  This increased the production of 
silver dramatically; it is recorded that, in the late 1530s, the amount of silver which 
was offered as the tribute to the Ôuchi Family increased from 16 kg to 80 kg per year.   

istory 

 History of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 

Discovery 
According to a historical document, the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine was discovered 

in 1526, followed soon by full-scale development.  Already in the early 14th century, 
it is said -- although there is no confirming it -- that naturally-occurring silver had 
been exposed on the ground surface and collected. 

It was Kamiya J
rt in Japan at that time, who started the silver mine development.  Jutei, legend 

tells us, was on his way on the Sea of Japan to the Izumo region to the east of the 
Iwami region for the procurement of copper that was the major export commodity to 
China and Korea, when he s

 
Shipment of Silver Ore and the Prosperity of Tomogaura 

At the beginning of the mine 
at Tomogaura (3-A), approx. 6 km away to the west of the silver m
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Silver Mine Development and Military Tensions  

ls to the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 
and surrounding areas to ensure their rule; however, the area under the firm control of 

amily was surrounded by landlords who were subordinate but highly 
ind

ki-jô, Yahazu-jô and Iwami-jô in 
the

tury Japan.  According to a record, already in the 
1540s a mine workers’ association existed, consisting of highly skilled smelting and 

nly from here but also 
fro

 took over the ruling position after the 
Ôuc i Family.  The rule of the Amago Family lasted approximately 10 years until, in 

egion on the south 
cam

ed the 
Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine as a tribute to the Emperor and the Muromachi Shogunate 

uch of the 
sil

The Ôuchi Family deployed one of its vassa

the Ôuchi F
ependent.  They did take independent political or military action by themselves 

from time to time.  From the end of the 1530s to the 1540s, they repeatedly 
challenged the Ôuchi Family over the rule of the silver mine. Yamabuki-jô at the 
center of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine and Yata

 surrounding area were the defense facilities that were instrumental in protecting 
the silver mine from the other feudal clans.     

 
Pioneer Technology 

The Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine boasted the most advanced technology of silver 
smelting and refining in 16th-cen

refining technicians who appraised the quality of the ore not o
m other mines in Japan. 

 
Change of Administrations in Power 

In the 1550s, after the regime of the Ôuchi Family fell due to insurrection, the 
Amago Family of the Izumo region that bordered the Iwami region on the east 
invaded the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine and

h
1562, the Môri Family of the Aki region that bordered the Iwami r

e into power, succeeding in suppressing the war-divided Iwami region due to the 
strength of its military force.  During the period of such struggles among landlords 
over the control of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine, Yahazu-jô and Yamabuki-jô 
played the most important role as military strongholds for the control of the silver 
mine; as such, these fortresses themselves were fought for repeatedly.  In 1561, the 
troops of the Môri Family fought their way into the Ginzan Area and took it into their 
hands. 

The Môri Family, once they took over the control of the silver mine, offer

in 1562 by donating part of the produced silver.  Otherwise, they used m
ver to cover military expenses for themselves. 

 
Shipment of Silver and Goods at Yunotsu and Okidomari 

The Môri Family, once they assumed control of the Iwami region, stationed their 
vassals at Yunotsu (3-C) and Okidomari (3-B), approximately 9 km to the west of 
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the silver mine in order to ensure its control over the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine and 
ion route was developed in the 

lat

The port at Okidomari (3-B), located to the north of the port at Yunotsu (3-C), 
ogaura (3-A) as the port for silver shipment during the latter 

hal

tained the transportation of goods from and to the silver 
mine. 

En

gawa Ieyasu, who was the most powerful feudal lord in the regime of the 
To

ôri Family to the Tokugawa Family 
(Tokugawa Shogunate). 

the surrounding area.  Consequently, the transportat
e 16th century between the silver mine and Yunotsu (3-C) and Okidomari (3-B) 

via the town of Nishita as a halfway station; not only was silver transported from the 
silver mine but also consumer goods and daily necessities were delivered to the silver 
mine through it. 

Yunotsu (3-C) was famous not only as a hot spring but also as a port of call for 
maritime communications along the coast of the Sea of Japan.  In the late 16th century, 
the settlement was already in existence, but it quickly developed in the early 17th 
century into a busy town where accommodation and commercial services were 
provided. 

took the place of Tom
f of the 16th century.  During this period, a great amount of rice was unloaded at 

Yunotsu (3-C) and carried over to the silver mine on the backs of horses.  
At the tip of the cape in the south of Okidomari Port, a fortress was constructed in 

1570.  This fortress protected the entire harbor of Yunotsu (3-C) including 
Okidomari and thereby sus

 
d of the War Period and Control of the Silver Mine 
In the 1580s, the Môri Family fell under the rule of the Toyotomi Family who 

were undertaking a campaign to unify Japan.  As a result, the Iwami Ginzan Silver 
Mine came under the official control of the Toyotomi Family, but it was the Môri 
Family who were in a practical position to control its day-to-day operation. 

In the end of the 1590s, the taxes imposed upon mining, smelting, refining, shop 
operation, transportation business, fisheries, etc. were collected in silver from people 
living in the silver mine area and Yunotsu.  This was part of the tax system 
established to enable the Môri Family to absorb stocks of silver from local society. 

The amount of silver collected as taxes reached approximately 3,680 kg per year 
in 1600. 

Toku
yotomi Family, was the ultimate victor in the series of internal wars and in 1600 

took over the seat of power.  After that, he expropriated gold mines and silver mines 
throughout Japan.  Consequently, the control over the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine was 
transferred from the Toyotomi Family and the M
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Silver Mine Management by the Edo Shogunate 
Tokugawa Ieyasu appointed the capable Okubo Nagayasu for the administration of 

the the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine. The Ôkubo-mabu, Kamaya-mabu, and Hon-mabu 
are the representative mine shafts that were developed and these shafts produced a 
large amount of silver during his administration.  At the silver mine, the business was 
run by mining directors called yamashi, who paid silver to the Edo Shogunate as the 
co

.  For instance, Yasuhara Dembei, the yamashi who operated the Kamaya-
ma

He

ine was enclosed by fences with checkpoints installed at entries and exits for 
strict control.  Centering around Yamabuki-jô and the silver storehouses at the 

y, full of human activity.  
On

 the silver 
mi

re 
sub

itical and economical centers and economic activities were stimulated, 
inc

silver mine expanded to the construction of the Ômori Area 
to the east of Ginzan Sakunouchi; in the mid-17th century, the fences that had 
surrounded the silver mine thus far were removed.  As the development of the Ômori 

mmission for silver production.  From the 17th century to the end of the Edo Period, 
silver production was operated either by the private capital of the yamashi or by the 
public capital of the Commissioner’s Office (forerunner to the Magistrate’s Office).  
The latter, which was introduced later, further increased the amount of silver 
production

bu and other mine shafts under contract with the Tokugawa Family around 1600- 
1602, paid 13,500 kg of silver in one year by himself to the Edo Shogunate and was 
awarded by Tokugawa Ieyasu.  

 
yday of the Silver Mine 
There remains an old map that was drawn in 1619 which gives a depiction of the 

Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine and its surrounding atmosphere during its heyday.  The 
silver m

mountain foot, streets and houses were unfolding in the valle
e estimate claims that the population level reached as high as the tens of thousands 

as people moved in from different places.  In order to provide enough supplies to 
sustain such a large population, a great amount of rice and other foodstuffs, fuel, 
materials for silver smelting were shipped in at Yunotsu and carried over to

ne via the transportation routes.  Yunotsu played an important role as a port in 
supporting the consumption and production at the silver mine. 

In the early 17th century the Dutch and the English came to Japan, further 
activating international trade.  At the same time, as war and strife inside Japan we

siding, castle towns steadily developed in feudal domains throughout Japan as 
their pol

reasing the demand for silver.  On the other hand, as the political order stabilized 
in local society, Yamabuki-jô and other mountain fortresses that surrounded and 
protected the silver mine were removed one after another.    

 
Spatial Expansion of the Silver Mine 

The prosperity of the 
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Area progressed, the administrative center was transferred from the Ginzan Area at 
the

 Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine reached its peak in the 
1620s –1640s and started to decline gradually after that.  As mine shafts were dug 

ame more difficult to work and more costly to drain out 
wa

amashi. 

Townscape of the Ômori Area 
scape of the Ômori Area was lost in a major 

fir

merchants who profited from the silver mine business or financing businesses, houses 

 foot of Yamabuki-jô to the Ômori Area. 
At that time, the administration of the silver mine and its surrounding area was in 

the charge of the magistrate who was deployed by the central national government, 
the Edo Shogunate.  Among the magistrates who took office at the Iwami Ginzan 
Silver Mine, Ido Heizaemon, who administered the area in the early 18th century, is 
renowned for saving citizens in his territory from hunger by promoting the cultivation 
of sweet potatoes.  Later, he was enshrined in a shrine in the Ômori Area, Ido-jinja, 
still widely revered by the local citizens.   

Under the magistrate were officers from local clans such as the Muneoka Family, 
the Abe Family and the Kawashima Family, whose samurai houses still remain today. 

 
Decline of the Silver Mine 

The silver production at the

deeper into the ground, it bec
ter, making the silver production less profitable.  In 1691, 63 of a total of 92 mine 

shafts were closed; in 1729, 74 of a total of 129 mine shafts were closed; in 1823, 
247 of a total of 279 mine shafts were not in operation, as the Iwami Ginzan Silver 
Mine declined on a constant downturn.  The silver production that averaged 1,000 to 
2,000 kg annually in the late 17th century decreased to 100 kg or so in the mid-19th 
century.  As silver production decreased, the production of copper gradually 
increased at the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine. 

 
Social Security for the Mine Workers 

The digging of silver ore was carried out by miners who were employed under 
contract to the commissioned directors of silver production, or y

As measures to protect these mine workers, rice was rationed to patients with 
mine-related diseases who could not lead normal lives and miso was provided as a 
nutrition supplement; for patients who had children, rice was additionally supplied to 
feed them.  These measures were inventions that were born out of the special labor 
situations of the mine; however, they can be considered to be the forerunner to the 
social security systems that came later in history. 

   

A significant part of the original town
e that occurred in 1800.  However, as a result of efforts for fire prevention that had 

been initiated by an administrative order, it was possible to successfully restore the 
original townscape of townhouses lining the streets side by side.  With houses of rich 
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of craftsmen and small- and medium-sized merchant businesses, houses of samurais, 
etc. existing along the streets and with temples in the background, the Ômori Area 
wa

f the new national government.  In 1887, a 
pri

mine).  In 1895, a refinery was constructed at Shimizudani, introducing western 
 after only one year or so.  In its place, another refinery 

wa

(ii
 

       
 A cording to the records of the Korean Kingdom from the late 15th century to the 

own as a supplier of copper, iron and other 
me

e early years 
pro

Ginzan Silver Mine started in 1526 
and the silver production increased accordingly, a large amount of silver came to be 

the Korean Kingdom by the end of the 1530s.  

s a melting pot of people of different ranks and different walks of life. 
 

Modernization and Closure of the Silver Mine 
In 1866, the Môri Family from the region to the west of the Iwami region rebelled 

against the Edo Shogunate and invaded the Iwami region as far as the Iwami Ginzan 
Silver Mine.  Later, after the Edo Shogunate fell in 1868, the Iwami Ginzan Silver 
Mine was privatized in 1869 by decision o

vate company named Fujitagumi resumed the operation of the silver mine and the 
Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine came to be known by the name of Ômori Kôzan (Ômori 

technology, but it was closed
s constructed at Kôjidani at the western foot of Mt Yôgaisan, where smelting and 

refining, mainly of copper but also of gold and silver, was carried out.  However, 
because the price of copper dropped and cheap copper started to be imported after 
World War I, the mine was forced to close in 1923.  Later in 1942, an attempt was 
made to reopen the mine to meet the demand for metal during World War II, but it 
was suspended due to damage caused by a typhoon in 1943. 

 
) Importance in the international context 

Historical Background of Silver Export    
c

16th century, Japan had already been kn
tal resources to other East Asian countries even before the Iwami Ginzan Silver 

Mine was developed.  The supply route that had been established in thes
vided the channel for the silver of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine to flow into East 

Asia.   
 

Massive Inflow of Silver from Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine into the Korean 
Kingdom 

After the full-scale development of the Iwami 

used for the purpose of trade with 
The silver was exchanged for cotton textiles through direct public trade with the 

Kingdom.  Cotton textiles were materials in large demand by the military during a 
period of internal wars in Japan.  On the other hand, the silver that was brought into 
Korea was then exchanged for expensive goods that were imported from China; in 
this manner Japanese silver flowed into China via Liaodong in northeastern China. 
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Back then, the amount of silver that flowed from Japan into the Korean Kingdom 
was tremendous, as is exemplified in an account which reports that the Japanese 
envoy sent in 1542 to meet the King regarding trade relationships brought with him 
approximately 1,350 kg of silver.  The largeness of this amount can be measured 

 the world excluding East Asia at 
tha

The Reputation of Japan as the “Kingdom of Silver” and the Iwami Ginzan 

In 1552, Xavier, who was staying in Goa, India, sent a letter to the priest Simon 
e called Japan “the island of silver”.  

At

ury and the end of the century – e.g. the map of Japan by Fernao Vas 
Dourado (1568), the map of Tartaria by Abraham Ortelius (1570) and the map of 

ngdom 
ines” and indicate the location of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine as a “mine 

of 

 the 
“k

na 

against the estimated annual silver production of
t time, which was no more than 90,200 kg.  Since there were practically no silver 

mines other than the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine that were in operation in Japan at that 
time, it can be said that most of the silver that was brought into the Korean Kingdom 
had been produced by the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine. 

 
Arrival of Europeans and the Introduction of Christianity 

In the 1540s, ships from Fujian Province, Guangdong Province and Zhejiang 
Province of China came to Japan and Japanese silver started flowing into southern 
China.  Concurrent with the arrival of Chinese ships, Portuguese people who had 
reached Goa in 1510 and Malacca in 1511 in search of spices reached Tanegashima 
Island of Japan in 1543. 

In addition, in 1549, Francis Xavier, the missionary of the Society of Jesus, 
reached Japan and started his mission to preach Christianity.  

 

Silver Mine 

Rodriguez in Portugal, writing that Spanish peopl
 that time, the silver from the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine was renowned for high 

quality and known by the name of “ plate somo” after the name of the village, Sama, 
where the silver mine was located.  It was the most reliable silver in the trade in East 
Asia because of its high quality. 

In fact, some maps of East Asia that were published in Europe between the mid-
16th cent

Japan by Ortelius and Teixera (1595) - show Japan under the appellation of “ki
of silver m

silver”, even among the limited number of place names on the map.  This means 
that it was because of the large quantity of high quality silver produced at the Iwami 
Ginzan Silver Mine that European people at that time considered Japan to be

ingdom of silver”.   
 

Participation of European People in Trade in the East China Sea 
In the 16th century, China did not permit private trade with other countries 

officially; nevertheless, Japanese pirates called “wakô” and merchants from Chi
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an

  A silver storehouse was built 
in B ijing in 1442 to manage the national silver income.  After the capital of China 

mies of northern China 
an

production in China stayed on a low level.  Under these 
cir

antities. 
 

entury China 

t of some Spanish and Portuguese. As a result, the 
Mi

es in the East China Sea that took place from the 16th century 
to the early 17th century, Japan imported raw silk, cotton textiles, copper coins, 

China, while 
ex

d Ryukyu actively conducted trading activities in the East China Sea, which were 
to be joined later by Spanish and Portuguese merchants. 

 
Absorption of Japanese Silver by China 

Silver demand in China started to rise in the 15th century and the value of silver 
stayed on a high level in China over a long period of time. 

In the early 15th century, the payment of land taxes in silver, which started in the 
Jiangnan region of China, prevailed widely in China.  The payment in silver of 
salaries to government officers and soldiers also began.

e
was transferred from Nanjing to Beijing in 1421, the econo

d southern China were unified, facilitating and enhancing trade among remote 
areas in which silver came to be used for trade settlement.  The development of 
political and economical systems in China dependent upon silver in this manner 
rapidly increased the silver demand in China. 

However, the silver 
cumstances, the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine in the 16th century was developed and 

the silver produced in Japan was absorbed by China in large qu
  

Influence upon the Silver-Based Economy and International Trade Policy of 
16th to 17th C

In China, the national government restricted trading activities by designating the 
sea area off limits in order to monopolize trade until the mid-16th century.  When the 
Chinese government strengthened the enforcement of restrictions in the 1550s - 
1560s against the trading enterprises that were extremely active in the circulation of 
silver, the attacking and plundering by Japanese and Chinese pirates reached an all-
time peak, with the involvemen

ng Dynasty of China was impelled to open the sea area to the public in 1567.  
As a result, China continued to absorb more silver, which supported its silver-

based political and economical systems, including trade among remote areas in its 
vast territory, the tax system, and the strong bureaucratic system, which were 
inherited from the Ming Dynasty (1368 – 1644) to the Qing Dynasty (1644 – 1912).  

 
Equalization of Gold-Silver Exchange Rate in East Asia and Formation of the 
Silver Road 

Through trade activiti

porcelain ware and other high quality handicraft products from 
porting silver, gold, copper, sulfur and other mineral products to China and Korea.  

At the same time, the trading area expanded from East Asia to South East Asia, 
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dealing in a variety of products from South East Asia including fragrant wood, spices, 
pepper and sugar. 

T e circulation of the large amount of silver resulted in relative depreciation of 
 equalized gold-silver exchange rate in 

Ch

exchange of cultural values, including 
rel

 
(ii
 

ilver 
Mi

r 
Mine and Hakata.  In the 1530s and 1540s, the international trade of the Ôuchi 

r 
a result a great amount of silver from the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 

flo

h
silver vis-à-vis gold and brought about the

ina and other countries in East Asia, which had been dominated by strong silver 
before then. 

In addition, the expansion of trade activities in East Asia created the route, on the 
other hand, for silver from Central and South Americas to newly flow in over the 
Pacific Ocean in the late 16th century. 

 
As is shown above, the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine, throughout its history of mine 

development and silver export, gave momentum to the formation of a “silver road” 
between Japan, Korea and China and between Japan and China in the 16th century.  It 
not only disseminated economical value -- i.e. that of silver -- in East Asia, to be 
shared in the region, but also facilitated the 

igion and fine art, that connected the very different civilizations of East and West.   

i) Importance in the national context 

Silver of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine that Supported the International Trade 
of the Ôuchi Family  

In the 15th and 16th centuries, Japan’s largest trading port for East Asia trade was 
Hakata, which is located at the northern end of Kyushu Island, facing the East China 
Sea and the Sea of Japan. The Ôuchi Family, the powerful warlord clan of the region, 
engaged in trade with the Ming Dynasty of China and the Korean Kingdom with its 
trade headquarters in Hakata.  During the first half of the 16th century, the Iwami 
Ginzan Silver Mine and its surrounding area were ruled by the Ôuchi Family. 

Kamiya Jutei, a merchant in Hakata who “discovered” the Iwami Ginzan S
ne in 1526, had silver ore carried from the silver mine over a 7.5 km-long route to 

the port at Tomogaura, from which the ore was shipped to Hakata.  This was made 
possible by the prevailing influence of the Ôuchi Family who ruled a vast range of 
area from western Honshu to northern Kyushu, covering the Iwami Ginzan Silve

Family was supported by the silver that was produced at the Iwami Ginzan Silve
Mine and as 

wed into East Asia. 
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Silver of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine that Attracted Western People and 
the

ilver to import the saltpeter that was the raw material for gunpowder and 
suc

ich up to that time had been in chaos with 
several powerful warlords struggling for supremacy.     

 
orted War-Time Local Powers and 

Influenced the Unification of Japan 

 in 1557 due to internal strife. The Môri Family, a clan which 
wa

western 
pa

and managed to resist Oda Nobunaga for more than 10 years.  
As is shown in this example, the control of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine made an 
unquestionably significant difference for warlords in establishing their foundations 
and expanding their territories.  

ir Technology and Culture into Japan 
The outflow of silver from the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine into East Asia indirectly 

led to the introduction of firearms in Japan by the Portuguese in 1543.  Following this, 
Japan spent s

ceeded in the domestic production of firearms in a short time.  This brought about 
a change in war tactics in Japan, accelerating the movement toward the political 
unification of war-divided Japan, wh

In 1543, Portuguese castaways arrived in Japan and started trade activities; in 
1549 Francis Xavier made his first visit to Japan for the purpose of preaching 
Christianity in Japan.  After that, missionaries of the Society of Jesus visited Japan 
for over a half-century and Christianity rapidly spread throughout Japan.  

 This caused a change in the Buddhist worldview of the Japanese people, a view 
that was dominant in South Asia and East Asia. 

The Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine that Supp

The Ôuchi Family, who ruled the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine during the first half 
of the 16th century, fell

s growing in power as a warlord clan in the neighboring region, suppressed the 
disorder in the Iwami region and took it over after the Ôuchi Family. The Môri 
Family took complete control of the entire Iwami region including the Iwami Ginzan 
Silver Mine in 1562 and established the silver shipment system utilizing Yunotsu 
Port and the Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Yunotsu-Okidomaridô (2-B).  In the following 
years, the Môri Family quickly gained control of the Chugoku region in the 

rt of Honshu and established themselves as the rulers. 
In the 1570s, Oda Nobunaga, who was the most powerful warlord in war-time 

Japan, invaded the Kyoto region where the capital of Japan was seated and expanded 
his influence further to the west in an attempt to unify Japan.  Oda Nobunaga 
introduced firearms as new weapons to fight war and tolerated the propagation of 
Christianity with a view to containing the Buddhist groups that stood in his way in 
his ambition toward unification of Japan. The Môri Family, who had the Iwami 
Ginzan Silver Mine as their source of income to cover military expenses, sided with 
these Buddhist groups 
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During this period when the silver production of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 

s in the Kyushu region.  In this region, 
wa

major mines under his control 
thr

 firearms.   

of the economic power that was 
supported by a wealth of gold and silver of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine and other 

the 
s and succeeded in suppressing its opposition 

an

o Ginzan Silver Mine during 
the

d and reinforced many policies from the previous 
regime. 

and other mines in Japan increased, trade activities became very active with the 
arrival of many Spanish and Portuguese ship

rlords who actively engaged in trade such as the Ôtomo Family, the Arima Family 
and the Ômura Family, and other people converted to Christianity.  They even sought 
after direct exchange by sending an envoy consisting of 4 boys to have an audience 
with the Pope in Rome from 1582 to 1590.    

After Nobunaga’s death in 1582, the Môri Family became politically subordinate 
to Toyotomi Hideyoshi, who succeeded Nobunaga in the effort toward unification of 
Japan, and took part in it. Toyotomi Hideyoshi held the 

oughout Japan, but the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine was controlled jointly with the 
Môri Family.  He took control of major cities such as Sakai, a trading port with 
substantial economic power, as well as any towns that had gun-manufacturing 
capability, and fought their way toward unification on the strength of their

The Toyotomi regime established the land ownership system, the tax system and 
the military service system, took advantage 

mines of silver and gold that were developed in the following years as well as 
military powers of subordinate warlord

d putting an end to the war-divided situation in Japan in 1590.    
 

The Spread of Techniques to Gold and Silver Mines in Japan that were 
Developed after Iwami Ginzan  and Stabilization of the National Government 

Miners and technicians with smelting and refining skills who had worked at the 
Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine moved to Ikuno, whose development had started in 1542, 
and took part in developing the silver mine there.  The techniques of the Iwami 
Ginzan Silver Mine were thereby transmitted to the Ikuno Ginzan Silver Mine, 200 
km to the east.  This triggered the prosperity of the Ikun

 latter half of the 16th century. 
As the political unification of Japan progressed, the techniques used at the Iwami 

Ginzan Silver Mine were spread widely to other silver mines and gold mines 
throughout Japan. In 1595, those who had undertaken the mining operation as 
managers at the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine moved to Sado Island and transferred the 
techniques to the gold mines and silver mines there.  Sado Island, located in the Sea 
of Japan, boasted of the largest production of gold and silver in Japan from the 17th 
century to the 19th century. 

In the early 17th century, Togugawa Ieyasu, who had been the most powerful 
warlord under the Toyotomi regime, established the Edo Shogunate, replacing the 
Toyotomi regime.  He inherite
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In so doing, the Edo Shogunate put under its direct control the Iwami Ginzan 
Silver Mine and many other silver mines and gold mines throughout Japan.  This 
further facilitated exchange among mine directors and technicians within Japan.  For 
instance, the local officers of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine frequently visited Sado 
Island and the yamashi of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine went to Sado, participating 
in the development of the gold mines and silver mines there.  Gold mines and silver 
mines on Sado later became the major mines that supported the Edo Shogunate 
eco

 

s 
of 

ut of the period from the end of the 16th century to 
the

 
(iv

rld in the 16th and 17th centuries was the existence of high 
qu

nomically. 
The above-mentioned mine development made large quantities of gold and silver 

available to the Edo Shogunate, enabling it to establish the first national currency 
system in the history of Japan.  This currency system played a significant role in 
laying the foundation of the stable national government system that would last for 
approximately two centuries with its domestic economy greatly restricted from 
transactions with the global economy. 

The unification of Japan that necessitated tremendous military expenses, the 
subsequent establishment of a series of legal and social systems, and the active trade 
with other countries and remote areas that needed silver as a means of high-value 
settlements would not have been possible if it had not been for the development of 
mines throughout Japan and the large-scale gold and silver production which had 
started with the development of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine. 

Influences upon Post-16c Japanese Culture 
These political and economic movements gave rise to an increase in the number
people with wealth and power, including samurais and merchants; under their 

protection and under the influence of western culture, a uniquely splendid culture 
flourished in Japan.  Many forms of cultural heritage, both tangible and intangible, 
that are well known today around the world as representing Japanese culture -- such 
as Japanese castle or palace architecture, partition paintings with gold and silver leaf, 
kabuki and tea ceremony came o

 early 17th century, building upon the cultural backbone accumulated through the 
cultural exchanges between East and West over the preceding periods. 

) Mining technology and silver production methods 
The driving force behind the dramatic increase in the silver production at the 

Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine and the growth of the impact of its silver not only in East 
Asia but also around the wo

ality silver ore unique to the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine and the Japanese mining 
technologies and production system that were rooted in the natural environment and 
historical climate of Japan. 
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Ch

disseminated deposits, containing many small ore veins of high quality 
sil

ined directly; in the 
early 17th century, technicians reached the technical level in which a mine shaft was 

ection of the vein and the vein was 
fol

in charge of 
transportation made a team for each mine shaft.  The digging was done by these 

d completely, and then carefully pulverized into powder 
on a flat stone called kanameishi (literally, keystone), which was then separated, by 

aracteristics of Ore Deposits 
In the Japanese archipelago that consists of a series of islands distributed in an arc 

over a long, narrow area extending from north to south, various types of ore deposits 
were formed by active volcanic movements.   The Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine has two 
types of ore deposits: Fukuishi deposits and Eikyû deposits.  The Fukuishi deposits, 
which were located at the mountaintop of Mt Sennoyama and which were mined in 
the early stages of the development of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine, were of the 
type known as 

ver.  The Eikyû deposits, situated at lower levels around Mt Sennoyama, were 
plate-formed vein deposits containing copper minerals. 

  
Transition of Digging Methods 

The silver production at the mine consists of 5 processes: exploration, digging, 
dressing, smelting and refining.   

The digging at the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine started from hand-collecting of 
naturally-occurring silver that was found exposed on the ground surface, as is the 
case with the early stages of most of the world’s mine developments.  Later in the 
early 16th century, mining technicians who were working at nearby copper mines 
were invited to introduce open pit digging, which developed into the next stage in 
which the veins stretching from open pits into the ground were m

dug until it hit a vein at a right angle to the dir
lowed underground from there.  In this stage, not only were accurate measurement 

techniques needed but also measures to prevent cave-in, lighting, water drainage and 
air ventilation were essential; for these purposes new equipment was introduced, 
including such devices as ventilators called toumi, that were converted from 
agricultural equipment, as well as water pumps, etc. 

 The digging was carried out in a labor-intensive manner within the minimum 
working space necessary for the work.  According to a document written in the 18th 
century, 1 to 6 miners called kanehori (literally, silver diggers) in charge of ore 
digging and 1-3 apprentices called tego (literally, hand boys) 

extremely small-sized groups of workers.  
  

Techniques of Ore Dressing and Characteristics of Silver Ore 
The work ranging from ore dressing to refining was done at refineries called fukiya 

(literally, blowing houses) that were set up near the digging spots or mine shafts. 
In the process of ore dressing, roughly screened pieces of ore were washed in a 

basket with water, then drie
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means of differences in specific gravity, into silver ore particles and ordinary stone 
par

 
D rent techniques were used for smelting and refining of the oxide-based 

based Eikyû deposits.  In the case of oxide ore that 
did

 silver was recovered.  In the case of sulfide ore, the 
ore

Re

d by 
tw

ticles that contained no silver by being shaken in a pot called yuribachi (literally, 
shaker pans) in water. 

The Fukuishi deposits of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine were soft impregnation 
deposits; it was easy to enhance the concentration of silver ore with the dressing 
method based upon the specific gravity difference.  This method made a great 
contribution to increasing the silver production at the early stages of the mine 
development.  

 
Techniques and Materials for Smelting and Refining

iffe
Fukuishi deposits and the sulfide-

 not contain copper, lead-silver alloys were formulated, from which lead was 
separated through cupellation and

 was sintered for desulfurization and then melted to form copper sulfide.  After the 
copper sulfide and lead-silver alloy were separated, cupellation was done. 

The furnace used in the smelting process was made by making a slight depression 
in the ground surface and laying clay in it.  The scale of the furnace varied from 10 
centimeters to 1 meter in diameter; there were 2 shapes: round and rectangular.  

Smelting and refining needed clay for the furnace, a lot of charcoal as fuel, and 
wooden products and iron products as parts of ventilation equipment and smelting 
tools.  In addition, manganese (Mn) and galena (PbS) were used as fluxes when silver 
was melted for concentration.  All of these materials were locally available at the 
Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine or nearby.  In particular, iron tools were supplied 
abundantly from the iron sand mine, located to the south of the silver mine, that was 
one of Japan’s largest iron producers. 

 
use of Mining Wastes 
Wastes were produced in various stages of silver production, such as waste stones 

from the digging process, tailings from the specific gravity dressing and slugs from 
smelting and refining.  However, these mining wastes were reused, according to the 
types of wastes, for paving the roads around workplaces or constructing elevated 
platforms to build facilities on.     

 
Refining Technique, “Cupellation” 

At the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine, cupellation was used as the refining technique 
in the final stage of silver recovery.  A record tells us that cupellation was starte

o technicians, Sôtan and Keiju, who visited the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine with 
Kamiya Jutei from Hakata in 1533. 
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Silver refining in Japan dates back to the 7th century, the same period when copper 
refining began; however, the details about the refining techniques that were used in 
that very early stage are not yet known.  Judging from the fact that lead was used in 
the

 method.  This method uses bone ash in an iron pan to extract silver 
from silver-containing lead.  It can be said that cupellation was refined to the levels 

r the cupellation 
me

 Japan.  

s.  In 
ad

ethod that was used in Mexico and South 
Am ining technique, a record shows that this method was tried at the 

 the early Edo Period (early 17th century).  However, 
thi

tury. 

ircumstances where work and daily life were 
inseparable.  

 final stage of copper refining to separate silver from copper, it is highly likely that 
a lead-based refining method was used for silver refining. 

The Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine, on the basis of these traditional techniques of 
Japan, introduced a technology that was derived from 16th century Korea to establish 
the cupellation

of applied technologies by virtue of availability of raw materials fo
thod; it was this technology that made possible the large-scale silver production at 

the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine. 
The unique cupellation technique that was established at the Iwami Ginzan Silver 

Mine spread to gold mines and silver mines throughout Japan, leading to a significant 
increase in the production of gold and silver in Japan.  In this regard, it can be said, 
the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine is the mine that played the pioneering role in

The fact that cupellation was used at the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine has been 
confirmed by the findings of excavation surveys such as the remains of a furnace 
where an iron pan was placed, a bone ash-containing iron pan and iron tong

dition, silver-lead alloy that is an intermediate product that occurs in the process of 
refining and cupellated silver that is the end product have been identified as a result 
of scientific analysis.  At the same time, these surveys have shown that the control of 
temperature in the furnace and the preparation of materials that were put into the 
furnace were carried out with great care and accuracy, revealing the existence of 
high-level techniques based upon rich experience. 

As regards the mercury amalgam m
erica as a ref

Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine in
s method did not take root in Japan because the mercury was rare and expensive in 

Japan whereas lead, ash and charcoal, which were necessary for cupellation, were 
readily available.  As a result, cupellation, which started at the Iwami Ginzan Silver 
Mine in the 16th century, continued to be the basic refining technique in Japan from 
the 17th century to the mid-19th cen

 
Characteristics of Management 

  A series of smelting/refining operations were carried out in buildings that were 
set up on flat terraces near the mine shafts.  At Mt Sennoyama, more than 1,000 such 
terraces have been identified and excavation surveys have shown that these 
workshops functioned under the c
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Mine shafts and the workshops built near them were used by small teams of 
workers headed by mining directors called yamashi.  In the 16th century, yamashi 
paid a commission to warlords for the protection of their business.  As a result of 
these small-sized business units assembling in large quantities, large-scale silver 
production was made possible. 

After the establishment of the Edo Shogunate, the silver mine was directly 
managed by the Shogunate, which started to dig and operate its own mine shafts. 
However, the other mine shafts continued to be operated by yamashi. 

At the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine, high-quality ore became scarce after the peak of 
prosperity at the beginning of the 17th century and mine shafts became longer and 
deeper, making it more difficult to work.  Consequently, the number of mine shafts 
that ceased operation increased rapidly.  As mine shafts were dug deeper, the 
wo

uires a large amount of charcoal.  
At

  
sed Mine with Low Environmental Impact 

pon the environment.  This style of mine development makes a sharp 

rkload became greater.  Unique songs that have been sung by local citizens from 
generation to generation until today, such as “Iwami Ginzan Makiagebushi” or 
“Ginzan Uta”, tell of the tough challenges which workers had to deal with inside 
mine shafts in order to drain out water.  

In addition, the song called “Sanya” that was originally a song to express the 
miners’ hope that the silver mine would never run out of ore is still sung by local 
people on special occasions of celebration, etc. 

 
Fuel Supply 

 The unique characteristics of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine can be seen also in 
the system of fuel supply for smelting and refining.  It showed efficient, recycling-
based characteristics that took advantages of local resources.  

The process of smelting and refining silver req
 the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine, charcoal making was prohibited -- a measure taken 

to prevent debris flow disasters within Ginzan Sakunouchi; the arrangement was 
made instead that villages called Okakoimura in the surrounding areas would supply 
the  charcoal.  The trees that are the raw materials for charcoal which is essential for 
the smelting and refining of silver were only cut at places which were decided on as a 
matter of policy.  Thanks to the wet and temperate climate of Japan, those tree 
growths regenerated naturally, and the cutting did not lead to an exhaustion of 
resources.   

A Labor-Intensive, Recycling-Ba
As is shown above, the mining techniques and the silver production methods at the 

Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine before they were modernized were supported by the 
small-scale, manpower-dependent development within the limits of the natural 
environment of Japan.  Furthermore, it was a recycling-based production method with 
little impact u
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o be introduced 
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d difficulties due to problems with pumping 
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with other mines in that 
ha

when the development of this deposit was in full operation.  However, 
there is virtually no possibility that this would have caused any adverse impact upon 

ntrast with the labor-saving system in Europe or America that utilizes livestock or 
power engines on a large scale.  In this regard, it can be said that the Iwami Ginzan 
Silver Mine is a site that represents the recycling-based mines of East Asia. 

   
Modernization and Technolog

In the 18th century, the silver production at the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine had 
decreased, with copper production becoming active in its place.  

In the Meiji Period (1868-), Western mining technologies began t
o Japan as mines throughout Japan employed technicians and engineers from 

Europe and America.  The operation of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine was resumed 
by a private company with modern techniques in 1887; the technology that was 
adopted around this time in Japan was built upon the foundation of traditional 
techniques that had been developed thus far in Japan. 

Using ore digging methods that were along the lines of Japan’s traditional digging 
techniques, digging reached as deep as 150 m to 300 m underground by around 1895; 
the continuation of operation confronte

t great amounts of underground water, including hot spring water.  However, as a 
result of the construction of a power plant and the introduction of electric pumps, 
these issues were overcome.    

) Mine pollution and working environment 

Mine Pollution at Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 
The Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine is distinctive as compared 
rdly any mine pollution occurred.  The biggest reason for this is that the major ore 

deposits of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine contained little sulfide. 
The single case of mine pollution is the claim for compensation for smoke-related 

public pollution in a place where conventional refining was in operation in the Meiji 
Period.  On the other hand, since the Eikyû deposits of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 
that were located near the mountaintop of Mt Sennoyama did contain sulfide, it is 
estimated that there would have been cases of smoke pollution resulting from sulfur 
dioxide that was emitted in the sintering process of smelting sulfide during the late 
Edo Period 

the present state of the conservation of the environment.  
In addition, it is a remarkable fact that the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine did not cause 

any large-scale environmental destruction despite the continuous mine development 
that lasted for some 400 years.  As is clear from the size of the mine shafts and the 
style of business operation, the mine was developed by an assemblage of relatively 
small-sized operators with little impact upon the environment; secondary forests of 
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evergreen and broadleaved trees manifested strong resilience and the natural 
environment recovered easily after the mine was closed.  In the Edo Period, the 
consumption of forest resources was strictly restricted through a ban on charcoal 
ma g, which was a measure to prevent forest clearing from triggering debris flows.  

natural environment. 

Ginzan Silver Mine, and the 
ma

eases.  The medical book that was produced at the 
Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine was distributed to the Shogunate-run silver and copper 

on miners’-disease countermeasures.  

(v
 

eological Survey of 
Jap

 of the mining industry and 
soc

kin
This facilitated the recovery of the 

 
Working Conditions at the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 

As mine shafts were dug deeper, workers in the dark, narrow mine shafts were 
plagued by problems caused by cave-ins, lack of air, water, oil-burned smoke, air-
borne particulate matter and so forth.  Among the problems that they had to face, 
mine workers suffered especially from unique illnesses such as pneumoconiosis that 
was commonly known as kedae or yoroke (literally, fainting).  These miners’ diseases 
were recognized as a serous issue at the Iwami 

gistrate’s office therefore invited a doctor from another region to write a medical 
book on miners’ diseases, which proposed 6 categories of countermeasures.  
Accordingly, measures were taken to improve the working environment in the mine 
shaft and to prevent the evaporation of lead in the smelting process; also, trees of ume 
Japanese apricot (Prunus mume) were planted because the fruits were believed to be 
effective in the cure of miners’ dis

mines throughout Japan as the primary reference 
 

i) History of research and protection 

Beginning of Academic Study on the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 
An American geologist, Benjamin Smith Lyman, wrote his “G
an; Reports of Progress for 1878 and 1879” in 1879.  This book that heralded the 

dawn of geological studies in Japan had descriptions of the Iwami Ginzan Silver 
Mine and introduced the status of the silver mine operation at that time and the 
quality of the ore. 

Yamane Toshihisa, a Japanese scholar who conducted academic study and 
research with a view to evaluating and preserving the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine, 
wrote “Iwami Ginzan Nikansuru Kenkyû [Study on the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine]”, 
in 1932.  His book stimulated and activated studies on mines within Japan, and Obata 
Atsushi, who was renowned as a researcher of the history

io-economics in Japan, evaluated the value of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine in 
the international context.  
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NGOs and Protection of Historic Townscapes 
The activities for the protection of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine started in 1957, 

when local citizens of the Ômori Area and the Ginzan Area set up the “Ômori Town 
Cultural Properties Preservation Association” with the complete participation of all 
the households in the town.  This organization set an example for non-governmental 
orga izations for the protection of Cultural Properties in Japan, as was symbolized by 

ultural Affairs in 1970.  In 
ad

 

consistent repair policy.  In 1992, the house of the Kawashima Family, which used to 
trate’s office, was restored and opened to 

the public as an example of a samurai’s house.  At the same time, a community center 
yû Center”, was 

op

ere installed to cover the entire area of the Important Preservation 
Di

 Yamane Toshihira and others, basic studies such as the 
revi  of historical documents were actively carried out at the local level.  In 1976, a 
local NGO opened the Iwami Ginzan Museum, using the building of the former local 
province office at the Daikansho Site.  The museum collects and stores historical 

n
the award given by the Commissioner of the Agency for C

dition, its activities led to the national government’s selection of part of the local 
area as an “Important Preservation District for Groups of Historic Buildings” in 1987. 
The “Ômori Town Cultural Properties Preservation Association” as well as the 
“Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine Caring Youth’s Club” that was set up at the Ômori 
Elementary School in 1969 have been working actively up to now, playing the central 
role in raising local citizens’ awareness.  Besides these groups, there are other NGOs 
including the “Iwami Ginzan Kankô Volunteer Guide no Kai” (a group of volunteer 
guides for tourists), the “NPO Nosen Society” and the “Iwami Ginzan Sekaiisan wo 
Mezasukai” (citizens’ group to support the World Heritage inscription of the Iwami 
Ginzan Silver Mine).  They are the pillars to support the collaboration between the 
government sector and the private sector for the protection of the Iwami Ginzan 
Silver Mine.      

   In Ômori-Ginzan, repair work and visual harmony enhancement work have been 
conducted for 156 buildings out of the 561 Historic Buildings according to the 

be the residence of an officer of the magis

for preservation of the historic townscapes, named “Machinami Kôr
ened as a central facility of the Important Preservation District for Groups of 

Historic Buildings.  The facility has been used as a venue for study meetings and 
seminars and also as a forum where local citizens gather and exchange opinions.  It is 
also used by the “Iwami Ginzan Kankô Volunteer Guide no Kai” as its headquarters.  
In 1996, cisterns w

strict for Groups of Historic Buildings as a measure to protect the historic 
townscape from fire damage.  It is the overall principle of the protection of the 
property that the government and local people work in cooperation. 

 
Establishment of a Museum and the Movement for Cultural Property 
Designation 

Triggered by studies by
ew
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documents and mineral specimens; qualified curators are stationed there on a full-
tim

 Historic Site by covering individual properties that were separately 
dis

 Gohyaku Rakan 
and Miyanomae were additionally designated as Historic Sites by the national 

 Silver Mine and its Cultural Landscape”.  In parallel with this, local 
cit

 

e basis to conduct exhibitions, research and promotion. At present, the museum is 
financially independent, running on the revenue from the admission fee. 

With regard to the history of Cultural Property designation under the Law for the 
Protection of Cultural Properties, the Yamabuki-jô Site was the first to be designated 
as one: it was designated as a Prefectural Historic Site in 1967 and 26 ha of the 
designated area was purchased by Ohda City in the same year.  Successively in 1969, 
the sites of the 6 most representative mine shafts of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 
and 14 other places including the magistrate’s office and graveyards were designated 
by the national government as Historic Sites for the first time as mine-related 
properties in Japan. 

In 1998, the House of the Kumagai Family in the Ômori Area of the Important 
Preservation District for Groups of Historic Buildings was designated as an Important 
Cultural Properties on account of its value as the largest private house architecture of 
excellent quality. 

In 2002, in order to protect a wider area of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine, an area 
of approx. 320 ha in total, including the major part of Ginzan Sakunouchi, the ports 
and the sites of mountain fortresses, was designated for preservation by the national 
government as a

tributed and additionally designating the areas where protection was not sufficient.  
Concurrently, measures are being taken to protect the historic townscape of Yunotsu.  
With the cooperation of local citizens, surveys for preservation measures were 
conducted in 1997 and 1998; in 2004, the area was selected by the national 
government as an Important Preservation District for Groups of Historic Buildings.  
As was the case with Ômori-Ginzan, the initiative actions of local citizens did bear 
fruit in Yunotsu, too.   The “Yunotsu Machinami Hozon wo Jitsugensuru Kai 
(Yunotsu Association for the Preservation of the Historic Townscape)”, which was 
set up during the implementation of the said surveys, is working actively still now.  
Since then, other NGOs, such as the “Yunotsu Monozukuri Network” (Yunotsu 
Crafts Network), have been newly established; local citizens are supporting the 
conservation of the historic townscape. 

In 2005, not only the transportation routes known as Iwami Ginzan Kaidô, that 
connected the silver mine, ports and port towns, but also Rakan-ji

government in recognition of their significance as essential components of “The 
Iwami Ginzan

izens’ conservation activities further expanded and volunteer activities and study 
tours were newly started at the two fortress sites located in Nima-chô.  
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Continuation of Survey and Institutional Strengthening 
Excavation surveys of archaeological sites started in 1983 at the same time as the 

“Historic Site, Iwami Ginzan Iseki Sôgô Seibi Keikaku (Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 
Co

g a range of study fields, have been conducted; various projects 
ha

mittee)” as an advisory body to provide consultation from the 
vie

 

elation to the nominated property 

mprehensive Work Plan)” was prepared by Shimane Prefecture and Ohda City 
from 1983 to 1985.  Since 1987, excavation surveys have been carried out every year 
by Ohda City.  In addition, the “Iwami Ginzan Iseki Hakkutsu Chôsa Iinkai 
(Committee for Excavation Survey of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine)” was 
established as an advisory body consisting of experts in 1997 and Shimane Prefecture 
and Ohda City have been carrying out joint surveys. 

Since the committee was established, comprehensive surveys on the Iwami Ginzan 
Silver Mine, coverin

ve been continued in an effort to understand and evaluate the status and the value 
of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine.  This committee was re-organized in 2002 into the 
“Iwami Ginzan Iseki Chôsa Seibi Iinkai (Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine Investigation and 
Maintenance Com

wpoints of study and maintenance. 
As for the institutional strengthening of the administration, Ohda City newly set 

up the “Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine Section” within the government in 2001, to which 
special officers are allocated on a full time basis, as its commitment to strengthening 
the capacity to promote the study, survey, preservation and promotion of the Iwami 
Ginzan Silver Mine.  In the same year, Shimane Prefecture set up the “World 
Heritage Inscription Promotion Section” to promote the research and promotion of 
the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine in cooperation with the other organizations of the 
Prefectural government such as the “Kodai Bunka Center (Ancient Culture Center)” 
and the “Maizô Bunkazai Chôsa Center (Buried Cultural Properties Study Center)”.  
Shimane Prefecture and Ohda City are working together in the fields of study, survey 
and protection of the property. 

Appendix 6. Chronological table of history in relation to the nominated property 
  a. Development of the system for silver production, transportation and shipment 

over time 
  b. Chronological table of history in r
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3. Justification for Inscription 
 
 3.a Criteria under which inscription is proposed 

The nominated property, “The Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine and its Cultural 
Landscape”, is a “site” and a “group of buildings”, as defined in Article 1 of the 
World Heritage Convention and quoted in Paragraph 45 of the Operational 
Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention (WHC.05/2) 
(hereinafter referred to as the Operational Guidelines). 

In addition, the property is proposed for inscription as an “organically evolved 
landscape”, the 2nd category of cultural landscape given in Paragraph 10 of Annex 3, 
“Guidelines of the Inscription of Specific Types of Properties on the World Heritage 
List”, to the Operational Guidelines (see Paragraph 47), covering both of its sub-
categories: a relict landscape and a continuing landscape. 

At the same time, the transportation routes called Kaidô through which silver ore, 
silver and other goods were transported are the component features of the property 
that correspond to the category of “long linear areas which represent culturally 
significant transport and communication networks” in Paragraph 11 of Annex 3 of 
the Operational Guidelines.  

 
The inscription of the nominated property, “The Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine and its 

Cultural Landscape”, on the World Heritage List is justifiable based upon the criteria 
(ii), (iii) and (v), as is explained below. 
 
Criterion (ii) 

During the Age of Discovery, in the 16th and early 17th centuries, the large 
production of silver by the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine resulted in significant 
commercial and cultural exchanges between Japan and the trading countries of East 
Asia and Europe. 
 
Criterion (iii)  

Technological developments in metal mining and production in Japana resulted in 
the evolution of a successful system based on small-scale labor-intensive units 
covering the entire range of skills from digging to refining.  The political and 
economic isolation of Japan during the Edo Period (1603 to 1868) impeded the 
introduction of technologies developed in Europe during the Industrial Revolution 
and this, coupled with the exhaustion of commercially viable silver-ore deposits, 
resulted in the cessation of mining activities by traditional technologies in the area in 
the second half of the 19th century, leaving the site with well-preserved 
archaeological traces of those activities. 
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Criterion (v) 
 The abundant traces of the silver production, such as mines, smelting and refining 
sites, transportation routes, and port facilities, that have survived virtually intact in 
the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine, are now concealed to a large extent by the mountain 
forests that have reclaimed the landscape.  The resulting relict landscape, which 
includes the surviving settlements of the people related to the silver production, bears 
dramatic witness to historic land-uses of outstanding universal value. 

 
3.b Proposed Statement of Outstanding Universal Value 
  

Value as testimony to the exchange of goods and cultural communications  
The Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine produced a large amount of silver in the 16th and 

17th centuries and, by transmitting its technologies to mines throughout Japan that 
were developed later, ushered in the epoch of mass production of gold and silver in 
Japan.  Its influences reached not only East Asian countries but also as far as Europe, 
producing a tremendous driving force for a significant stage in the history of East-
West exchanges of goods and communication among civilizations.  As such, the 
property is a mine site exhibiting outstanding universal value. 
 
a. Significance in vitalizing trade in East Asia 

From the 16th century to the early 17th century, the silver produced by the Iwami 
Ginzan Silver Mine enjoyed high regard in the trade because of the large production 
quantity and excellent quality, and momentum increased for silver to prevail as the 
common currency for the trade in East Asia.  As the mining technology spread to 
mines throughout Japan, Japanese silver was produced in large quantities and flowed 
into the East Asian trading bloc, facilitating the exchange between Japanese silver 
and Chinese silk within the region.  Furthermore, it brought about the equalized gold-
silver exchange rates across the region, satisfied the silver demand within China, and 
led to the establishment of the silver-standard system.   
 
b. Significance in promoting exchange of cultural contacts with Europe 

The Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine is the only mine in Japan that was known to 
European people in the 16th century and this international exposure laid the 
foundation for the reputation of Japan as the “kingdom of silver”.  Especially during 
the first half of the 16th century, when the silver produced at the Iwami Ginzan Silver 
Mine accounted for most of the silver production in Japan, it came to be known in 
other countries by the name of “plate somo” after the name of the village, Sama, 
where the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine was located.  Some maps of East Asia that were 
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published in Europe in the mid-16th century had an indication of the location of the 
Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine as the kingdom of silver mine or the island of silver. 

The silver produced at the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine attracted the Europeans who, 
in pursuit of gold, silver and spices, were expanding their range of activities beyond 
the limits of their own civilizations during the 16th-17th centuries, known for the Age 
of Discovery, and they expedited their participation in Asian trade opportunities.  As 
a result, trade activities rapidly expanded beyond the regional level to involve Europe 
and played an important role in promoting the exchange of different goods and 
expanding cultural contacts between East and West.      
 
Value as an archaeological site to prove the silver production by traditional 
techniques 

The Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine, inter alia the area containing the silver mine site, 
contains extremely important archaeological sites that show how the silver 
production was established in the 16th century based upon the cupellation refining 
technique that had been traditional to East Asia and how an excellent operation 
system evolved through the assemblage of labor-intensive small businesses ranging 
from digging to refining, successfully producing a large amount of high quality silver. 

With approximately 600 mine shafts, each of which is evidence of meticulous 
manual digging seeking for ore veins, the property displays a good representation of 
the stages in transition from numerously dug small open pits to the mine shafts.  In 
addition, stepped terraces that were made in the immediate vicinity of these digging-
related remains contain more than 1000 well-preserved sites of the small residence-
workshops where processes from ore dressing to refining were carried out 
consecutively in a manual industry production method.  

Triggered by the success of the silver production at the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine, 
these techniques and the management system spread rapidly to other mines 
throughout Japan that were developed after the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine. This 
brought about the exceptional prosperity of silver production in the history of Japan. 

Furthermore, the political and economic isolation of Japan during the Edo Period 
impeded the introduction of technologies developed in Europe during the Industrial 
Revolution and this, coupled with the exhaustion of commercially viable silver-ore 
deposits, resulted in the cessation of mining activities by traditional technologies in 
the area in the second half of the 19th century, leaving the site with well-preserved 
archaeological traces of those activities. 

In addition, it is because the traditional mining techniques had undergone unique 
development at the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine and other mines in pre-modern Japan 
and because Japan had already established a production system of its own that the 
new technologies introduced from Europe in the late 19th century took root smoothly, 
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laying out the important foundation for the epoch-making industrial development that 
followed. 
 
Value as cultural landscape to represent the whole land-use system related to 
the silver mine  

The Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine shows the silver mine operation in its entirety 
without missing a part, ranging from silver production to transportation, a sequence 
of operations that had been carried out for almost 400 years from the initiation of the 
development in the early 16th century to the closure of the mine in the early 20th 
century.  As such, it exhibits outstanding universal value as a cultural landscape to 
show the unique land-use system related to the silver mine.  As will be explained in 
detail below, a series of the archaeological sites related to the silver mine constitutes 
both the “relict landscape” representing the entirety of land-use that has been 
discontinued and the “continuing landscape” in the sense that parts of the functions 
originating from the times of the silver mine are still inherited and carried on in the 
daily lives and livelihoods of the local people. 
 
a. Significance as a “relict landscape”   

In order for the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine to supply a large quantity of silver to 
East Asia, not only the mine itself but also the various social systems and social 
infrastructures that supported them were necessary. 

At the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine, there remain archaeological sites of the 
complete ensemble of social infrastructures that show the whole image of the silver 
mine operation from silver production to transportation, including “the silver mine 
site and mining towns” directly related to silver production -- the mine, settlements, 
fortresses and administration offices -- the “Kaidô” that transported silver ore and 
other materials, and the “ports and port towns” that were necessary for the shipment 
of silver ore, silver and other materials.  At the same time, they show how the past 
social systems that have been discontinued used to work in relation to silver 
production, daily lives, administration, religious beliefs, etc. 

At the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine, the digging of silver ore was carried out 
manually in mine shafts that were characteristically small and numerous; dressing, 
smelting and refining were done in small production units that were set up in the 
immediate vicinities of these mine shafts and that consistently and consecutively 
worked in a manual-industry style.  A great number of such small businesses 
operated, collectively producing a tremendous quantity of silver. 

A large amount of fuel, such as the firewood which was needed for smelting and 
refining, was supplied until the mid-19th century under appropriate forest resource 
management, with the natural advantage of having a wet, temperate climate to 
nurture forest growth. 
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As a result, forests such as secondary forests of evergreen trees and broadleaved 
trees have remained in the mountain areas surrounding the silver mine until today; 
now a wide range of the areas containing the related archaeological sites are covered 
with forested landscapes as they used to be before the mine development started. 

As is stated above, part of the outstanding universal value of the Iwami Ginzan 
Silver Mine lies in the fact that the land-use system related to the mine operation at 
its peak remains in its entirety, while clearly maintaining organic relations between 
individual elements, and in its original condition under the cover of mountain forests.  
It is therefore justifiable as a cultural landscape, especially a “relict landscape”. 
 
b. Significance as a “continuing landscape” 

In the former mining towns of Ômori Town and Ginzan Town located in the 
northern valley of the silver mine site and around the port towns of Tomogaura, 
Okidomari and Yunotsu, buildings and agricultural plots that are in use today as part 
of the daily lives of local citizens exist on lots that are based upon the original land 
divisions.  The Shrines and temples that exist within these settlements are still 
revered as objects and places of worship by the local people, retaining the same 
functions as when the silver mine was in operation. 

In addition, the transportation routes connecting the silver mine and ports, which 
saw the development of human settlements and agricultural lands along them, 
continued to play an important role as daily communication roads for local people 
even after transportation of silver ore, silver and other materials stopped.  The Port 
infrastructures likewise play important roles today as fishing ports to support the 
daily lives and livelihoods of local people in contemporary society. 

On the other hand, religious rituals and festivals whose origins are associated with 
silver mine development have been inherited by the local people from generation to 
generation, including annual festivals and rituals at the Sahimeyama-jinja Shinto 
shrine and the Unoshima Itsukushima Shinto shrine and traditional songs such as 
“Iwami Ginzan Makiagebushi” reminiscent of the heyday of the silver mine.  Various 
intangible elements are associated with the different tangible elements that were 
formed by the mine development. 

As is shown above, the daily lives and livelihoods that are being led by local 
people today inherit parts of the functions whose origins are associated with the mine 
development, representing the outstanding universal value of the property as a 
“continuing landscape”. 
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3.c Comparative analysis 
 
Similar Properties within Japan 

There are no mine-related properties in Japan that are inscribed on the World 
Heritage List; however, major non-ferrous metal mines or mine sites in Japan whose 
peak of prosperity coincides with or overlaps with that of the Iwami Ginzan Silver 
Mine include the following: 

 
No Name of Property Prefecture Designation 
1 Sado Kinzan Iseki (Sado Kinzan Gold Mine Site)  Niigata Historic Site 

2 Ikuno Ginzan (Ikuno Ginzan Silver Mine)  Hyogo  

3 Nobesawa Ginzan Iseki (Nobesawa Ginzan Silver Mine 
Site) 

Yamagata Historic Site 

4 Innai Ginzan (Innai Ginzan Silver Mine)  Akita  

5 Kurokawa Kinzan (Kurokawa Kinzan Gold Mine)  Yamanashi Historic Site 
 
 
Similar Properties in Other Countries that are Inscribed on the World Heritage 
List 

There are 10 Cultural Heritage properties on the World Heritage List that are 
related to the development of mines of gold, silver or copper.  These are exclusively 
located in Europe and Latin America. 

 
No Id. No. Name of Property States 

Parties 
Criteria Year 

1      55 Røros  Norway iii, iv, v 1980 

2     420 City of Potosi  Bolivia ii, iv, vi 1987 

3 482 Historic Town of Guanajuato and Adjacent Mines  Mexico i, ii, iv, vi 1988 

4 623 Mines of Rammelsberg and Historic Town of Goslar  Germany i, iv 1992 

5 618rev Banská Štiavnica  Slovakia iv, v 1993 

6 676 Historic Town of Zacatecas  Mexico ii, iv 1993 

7 732 Kutná Hora: Historical Town Centre with the Church of 
St Barbara and the Cathedral of Our Lady at Sedlec  

Czech 
Republic 

ii, iv 1995 

8 803 Las Médulas  Spain i, ii, iii, iv 1997 

9 1027 Mining Area of the Great Copper Mountain in Falun  Sweden ii, iii, v 2001 

10 993 Historic Centre of the Town of Goiás  Brasil ii, iv 2001 

 
Besides the above mine-related heritage sites, there are 2 cases of industrial 

heritage sites, in the United Kingdom and Germany, associated with the iron and coal 
mining industries of the post-19th century Modern Industrial Revolution in Europe; in 
addition, an archaeological site of an ancient copper mine in China is included in the 
Chinese tentative list.  
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No Id. No. Name of Property States 

Parties 
Criteria Year 

11      984 Blaenavon Industrial Landscape  UK iii, iv 2000 
12     975 The Zollverein Coal Mine Industrial Complex in Essen  Germany ii, iii 2001 
13 Tentative 

List 
Tonglushan Ancient Copper Mine Shaft  China   

 

 
Distribution of World Heritage Properties Related to Mines 

 
Details of the above-mentioned mines and mine sites are given in Appendix 15. 

 
Comparative Analysis 

The Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine is the site of a mine in Asia which, based upon the 
pre-modern manual industry method dependent upon traditional techniques and 
manual labor, achieved sustainable mine development.  It is an example of a cultural 
landscape of the entire land-use system, consisting of the mine site and a group of 
related features that still remain, now covered with rich, temperate mountain forests. 

Other mines which prospered contemporaneously with the Iwami Ginzan Silver 
Mine have already ceased all operations by now, leaving only remains of their 
original land use as mines and settlements.  Among these mine sites existing in Japan, 
there is no case other than the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine that well represents the 
whole ensemble of the original social systems related to mining development, 
including not only the mines and settlements themselves, illustrating the vicissitudes 
of the mines from the period of prosperity in the pre-modern period up to the time of 
its closure, but also the routes and ports used for the transportation and shipment of 
silver, silver ore and other materials.    

On the other hand, the properties related to mine development in Europe and Latin 
America that are already inscribed on the World Heritage List are either those 
consisting only of the mine, whether still in operation or not, or those that include not 
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only the mine but also towns and settlements that prospered accompanying the 
development of mines as their central components but whose extraordinary value is 
mainly ascribable to the value of the buildings, architectural works and town-
planning from the point of view of history, art, style or landscape.  They are, 
therefore, quite different from the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine in the viewpoint for 
evaluation.    

 In addition, the properties in the UK and Germany that are highly evaluated as 
industrial landscapes containing the whole system of land-use related to coal 
production or iron industry date back to the period of the Industrial Revolution or 
later periods.  The Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine, in which the cultural landscape of 
traces of land-use based upon the pre-modern traditional techniques and production 
systems remain in good condition, is totally different from these European examples 
in both form and characteristics.  Therefore, the nominated property cannot be 
compared with them in the same context.      

The Tonglushan Ancient Copper Mine Shaft, which is listed on the Tentative List 
by China as a candidate for World Heritage inscription, is a mine site in Asia that 
possesses the potential outstanding universal value; however, being an ancient copper 
mine dating back to B.C. times that is still being mined, it is quite different in the 
timing of development and historical significance from the Iwami Ginzan Silver 
Mine. 

As is shown above, there is no similar example in terms of historical period and 
characteristics, among the properties already inscribed on the World Heritage List or 
included in the tentative lists by other State Parties, which is comparable with the 
Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine.  The nominated property, “The Iwami Ginzan Silver 
Mine and its Cultural Landscape”, is therefore a rare example that has no similar 
properties in the world. 

 
Appendix 15. Comparative analysis 

 
3.d Integrity and authenticity 

Authenticity as a “Site” 
The Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine retains the features that show the whole processes 

ranging from silver production to shipment in a good condition of preservation. 
The silver mine site and mining towns bear testimony to the silver production and 

daily lives of people involved in it.  The elements in this group include the remains of 
open-pit mines, mine shafts and smelting workshops in their immediate vicinities, the 
sites of settlements where people directly or indirectly involved in silver production 
led their daily lives, the sites of shrines and temples that were treasured as places for 
religious activities, the sites of administrative offices that were set up to control the 
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mine and the settlements and the sites of fortresses that were constructed to provide 
military protection during the period of war and strife. 

The two transportation routes known as Kaidô which were used to carry silver ore 
and silver from the silver mine and mining towns to the ports and to carry back 
consumer goods have remained, accompanied by elements related to religious belief 
such as stone monuments and small shrines that were built in prayer for the safety of 
passage along the routes as well as for daily life. 

At and around the three ports at Tomogaura, Okidomari and Yunotsu from which 
silver ore and silver were shipped, there remain in good condition not only the 
settlements, shrines, temples and port infrastructures dating from the times of the 
silver mine but also the fortresses that protected them.  

In the property area, elements that are related to social infrastructure that illustrate 
what the social systems – i.e. silver production, people’s life, administration, defense 
and religious belief -- looked like at the time of the silver mine exist in an extremely 
good condition; the authenticity of each of these historical remains and sites has been 
maintained completely.  In particular, at Mt Sennoyama in Ginzan Sakunouchi and its 
surrounding areas, over 600 sites of ore digging, such as vestiges of open pits and 
mine shafts, are exposed on the ground surface; over 1,000 sites of smelting and 
refining workshops or residences have been identified to remain underground in a 
good condition of preservation in the terraced areas on the slopes nearby.  The 
authenticity of these archaeological sites is unquestionable. 

In addition, as regards architectural structures made of rock, stone and brick such 
as the underground mine shafts remaining in the silver mine site, the sites of 
refineries of the 19th and 20th centuries and a rock-carved cave that enshrines 
numerous stone images of Buddha, the authenticity in design, materials, 
craftsmanship, setting and environment is maintained completely in the original 
condition at the time of construction or at the end of their function.   

 
Authenticity as a “Group of Buildings” 

In the settlements of Ômori-Ginzan, Tomogaura, Okidomari, and Yunotsu, there 
remains a group of traditional buildings of 17th-20th century Japanese architecture 
such as wooden and clay-walled townhouses known as machiya, samurai houses, 
temple buildings and shrine buildings.  Each individual structure of traditional 
Japanese architecture has received careful maintenance treatment and repair work 
under the instructions of experts from the viewpoints of design, materials, techniques, 
setting and environment; the authenticity of these aspects are thereby maintained 
completely. 

 
Authenticity and integrity of the organically evolved cultural landscape (relict 
landscape and continuing landscape) 
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Not only the authenticity of “sites” and “groups of buildings” but also the 
authenticity and integrity of the property as an “organically evolved landscape” 
including both “relict landscape” and “continuing landscape” are also maintained as 
is explained below. 
 
a. Authenticity of the “relict landscape” 

The silver mine was abandoned after the ore digging was stopped without being 
subjected to additional development; therefore, the traces of the original land use still 
remain in good condition in mountain ridges or valleys, covered with mountain 
forests. In particular, the settlements at Tomogaura, Okidomari and Yunotsu still 
retain the land use characterized by rectangular land divisions on both sides of the 
street in a narrow valley, which is shown by the existing public land-tax registers, 
drawings, etc. of the 17th to 19th centuries to be in the original condition.  

Not only this land division that indicates the original land use but also historic 
remains and sites as well as architectural structures that were mentioned in the 
previous section are all elements of the cultural landscape that fully illustrate the 
land-use system related to the silver mine development.  The whole system and the 
organic relationships among these elements remain in an extremely good condition in 
harmony with the existing mountain forests. 

With regard to the distinctive characters as a cultural landscape, inter alia a “relict 
landscape”, which is shown by each individual element separately or as one whole, 
the authenticity is fully maintained.  
 
b. Authenticity of the “continuing landscape” 

In the settlements of Ômori-Ginzan, Tomogaura, Okidomari, and Yunotsu, the 
residential areas and farmlands are even now laid out on the original land divisions 
that date back to the times of the silver mine; shrines and temples are still functioning 
as the stages for religious activities by local people.  Furthermore, transportation 
routes and ports that had originally been used for transportation and shipment of 
silver ore and silver are now in use as part of the local people’s lives and livelihoods 
for the purposes of goods transportation and fishing. 

In this regard, although a certain degree of change has occurred with the passage 
of time, the authenticity of each distinctive element and character as a “continuing 
landscape in which the evolutionary process is still in progress” is fully maintained 
through intimate relations with daily life and livelihoods in contemporary society. 
 
c. Integrity of the organically evolved cultural landscape 

The elements of the cultural landscape showing the original land-use system 
remain without loss of any necessary parts or addition of unnecessary parts; the 
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organic relationships among the individual elements exhibit the full expression of the 
mechanism of the original land-use system.  They are a living part of the 
contemporary lives and livelihoods of the local society in unity with the abundant 
mountain forests and hence the integrity as a cultural landscape is fully maintained. 

 
The “justification for inscription” provided above is written in full consideration 

of the discussion and conclusions of the “International Specialist Seminar Concerning 
the Outstanding Universal Value and Conservation Management of Mine Sites”, 
which was organized by the Agency for Cultural Affairs and Shimane Prefectural 
Board of Education at Ohda City, Shimane Prefecture from June 1 to 4 2005.  The 
document that was produced as the outcome of the seminar, “Discussion Items and 
Conclusions of the International Special Seminar Concerning the Outstanding 
Universal Value and Conservation Management of Mine Sites, Focusing on the 
Iwami-Ginzan Silver Mine Site”, is attached to the nomination dossier for reference. 

 
Additional Reference Material 2. Discussion Items and Conclusions of the 

International Specialist Seminar Concerning the Outstanding Universal Value and 
Conservation Management of Mine Sites, Focusing on the Iwami-Ginzan Silver 
Mine Site  
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4. State of Conservation and Factors Affecting the Property 
 
4.a Present state of conservation 

All of the 3 groups of 14 component features that compose “The Iwami Ginzan 
Silver Mine and its Cultural Landscape” are given appropriate protection under the 
“Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties” (Law No.214 of 1950) as is shown in 
the table below. 

 
Among the 14 component features of “The Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine and its 

Cultural Landscape”, those designated as Historic Sites have been designated in 
several stages since 1969 under the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties; 
Ohda City is designated as the organization responsible for the management of them 
under the Law (hereinafter referred to as “custodian body”).  Within the designated 
areas, alterations to the existing state and actions that will affect their preservation are 
strictly restricted through the requirement of prior permission under the Law for the 
Protection of Cultural Properties.  In addition, when it is necessary to carry out repair 
work or conservation work for Historic Sites, academic research such as excavation 
surveys is carried out in advance and the implementation is done based upon the 
results of the research and in accordance with the instructions of experts in the 
relevant fields and the Agency for Cultural Affairs. 

In particular, Ginzan Sakunouchi (1-A), which contains the site of the silver mine 
itself, has been appropriately safeguarded under management by the mining right 
holders and the landowners since the closure of the mine in 1923, except for a period 
of temporary re-development between 1942 and 1943.  In addition, for the 
convenience of visitors, some of the mine shafts are made open to the public with 
sufficient safety levels ensured; as regards other mine shafts that are closed to the 
public, appropriate management measures such as the installation of security fences 
have been taken.  

 As for the mining rights, Shimane Prefecture has annulled one of the existing 
mining rights for the purpose of protecting the property and the other mining right 
has been transferred to the jurisdiction of Shimane Prefecture. 

Furthermore, at the request of Shimane Prefecture, the mining prohibition area was 
set up by the national government, negating the possibility of new mining 
development.
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Table 3 Categories under the World Heritage Convention and Designation under the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties 
Site (incl. cultural landscape) Group of Historic Buildings  

Group ID Name 
Historic Site 

Important Preservation District for 
Groups of Historic Buildings 

Important Cultural Property 

1-A Ginzan Sakunouchi ・Iwamiginzan-iseki 
(Partially included in Ohda City Ômori-
Ginzan Preservation District for Groups 

of Historic Buildings) 
― 

1-B Daikansho Site ・Iwamiginzan-iseki 
・Ohda City Ômori-Ginzan Preservation 
District for Groups of Historic Buildings ― 

1-C Yataki-jô Site ・Iwamiginzan-iseki ― ― 
1-D Yahazu-jô Site ・Iwamiginzan-iseki ― ― 
1-E Iwami-jô Site ・Iwamiginzan-iseki ― ― 

1-F Ômori-Ginzan (Partially included in Iwamiginzan-
iseki) 

・Ohda City Ômori-Ginzan Preservation 
District for Groups of Historic Buildings ― 

1-G Miyanomae ・Iwamiginzan-iseki 
(Partially included in Ohda City Ômori-
Ginzan Preservation District for Groups 

of Historic Buildings) 
― 

1-H House of the Kumagai 
Family ― ・Ohda City Ômori-Ginzan Preservation 

District for Groups of Historic Buildings 
・Kumagaikejûtaku 

  

1. Silver mine site 
and mining towns 

1-I Rakan-ji Gohyakurakan ・Iwamiginzan-iseki 
(Partially included in Ohda City Ômori-
Ginzan Preservation District for Groups 

of Historic Buildings) 
― 

2-A Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Tomogauradô ・Iwamiginzan-iseki ― ― 

2. Kaidô 
2-B Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 

Yunotsu-Okidomaridô ・Iwamiginzan-iseki ― ― 
 3-A Tomogaura ・Iwamiginzan-iseki ― ― 
 3-B Okidomari ・Iwamiginzan-iseki ― ― 

3. Ports and port 
towns 

3-C Yunotsu (Partially included in Iwamiginzan-
iseki) 

・Yunotsu Town Yunotsu Preservation 
District for Groups of Historic Buildings ― 

■No. of designations under the domestic law by type
（no. of covered component features of the property） 

1 designation  
(13 component features) 

2 designations 
（7 component features） 

1 designation 
（1 component feature） 

■Total  no. of designations under the domestic law (total 
no. of covered component features of the property） 4 designations（14 component properties） 

Component features 
Domestic law

WH Convention
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At the two Important Preservation Districts for Groups of Historic Buildings under 
the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties, “Ômori-Ginzan” (1-F) and 

“Yunotsu” (3-C), Ohda City and Yunotsu Town conducted research for preservation 
measures in 1974 and 1997-98 under the instruction of the Agency for Cultural 

Affairs, based upon which ordinances for their preservation were established, the 
areas to be preserved were delineated and the preservation plans were prepared.  

Within the Preservation Districts, the issuance of permission for alterations to the 
existing state or the authorization of preservation projects are adequately conducted 
by Ohda City and Yunotsu Town (which are merged into Ohda City as of 2005) in 
compliance with the provisions and policies of the preservation ordinance and the 
preservation plan.  When it is necessary to carry out preservation repair work for 
Historic Buildings in the Important Preservation Districts for Groups of Historic 

Buildings, research is conducted in advance to clarify the status, characteristics and 
history of damage, based upon which the preservation repair work for the exterior of 

the building in question is done.  The research, design, and supervision of the 
preservation repair work are undertaken by specially qualified architects; records of 
the repair work are compiled and published as repair reports.  Buildings other than 
Historic Buildings are also given exterior treatment according to the preservation 

plan. 
In addition, “Ômori-Ginzan” (1-F) has installed fire cisterns which cover all the 

area as a measure to prevent fire damage; the installation of the automatic fire alarm 
system is currently underway. 

The Important Cultural Property, the “House of the Kumagai Family” (1-H), 
which is the building of “Ômori-Ginzan” (1-F), has been undergoing strict 
preservation repair work that is being implemented from 2000 to 2005.  Structural 
reinforcement is being added and an automatic fire alarm system and cistern are 
being installed according to the policies of the Agency for Cultural Affairs 
concerning the protection of Important Cultural Properties.   

The current status of preservation of each element included in the component 
features of the property is given below together with information about the repair 
work and other conservation work. 

 
Silver mine site and mining towns 

 1-A. Ginzan Sakunouchi 
Repair work was conducted for graveyards and shrines in 1970-1972, 1987 and 

1990.  The maintenance work for mine shafts was conducted in 1977-1978 and 2001.  
In addition, from the viewpoint of appropriate utilization of the property, explanation 
signboards were installed at main spots of the property in 1970 and 1982.  In addition 
to these, work to maintain and open mine shafts to the public was carried out in 1989; 
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the maintenance work of the site of a refinery at Shimizudani was carried out in 1992.  
Concurrently, excavation surveys and other research work have been continually 
carried out since 1983.  The installation of additional signposts and signboards has 
also been comprehensively implemented since 2002.  As a result, the present 
condition of preservation is good. 

 
1-B. Daikansho Site 

 Repair work with partial dismantlement was conducted on the front gate, the 
row houses and the clay wall three times in 1969, 1977-1978, and 1991-1992, in 
which the exterior wall was repaired and new material was grafted into the decayed 
pillars. In 1983, an excavation survey was carried out in an adjoining site in order to 
confirm the condition of the underground remains.  As a result, the present condition 
of preservation is good. 

 
1-C. Yataki-jô Site, 1-D. Yahazu-jô Site and 1-E. Iwami-jô Site 

The archaeological sites and remains of these mountain fortresses are buried 
underground in their original condition; therefore, neither excavation survey nor 
preservation repair work has been implemented.  The present condition of 
preservation is good.  Measurement surveys were conducted in 1996-1997 to produce 
plans of the land divisions of the fortresses.  The installation of signboards was 
carried out in 2003. 

 
1-F. Ômori-Ginzan 

In 1974 and 1986, research on the historic townscape was carried out.  Since 1987, 
preservation repair work on private houses has been continually conducted and the 
present condition of preservation is good.  In addition, from the viewpoint of the 
appropriate utilization of the property, “Ginzan Park” was constructed in 1975-1992, 
followed by the Iwami Ginzan Museum, which opened in 1977; in 1990, the former 
residence of the Kakashima Family was restored and opened to the public.  In 1992, 
the building that originally was the judicial court was repaired and reopened as a 
community center for preservation of the historic townscapes, named the “Ohda City 
Machinami Kôryû Center”. 

 
1-G. Miyanomae 

In 2002-2003, an excavation survey was conducted, after which the archaeological 
sites were reburied for preservation purposes; the condition of preservation is good.  

 
1-H. House of the Kumagai Family 

In 1999, the house was donated by the owner at the time, Mr Kumagai, to Ohda 
City.  In the next year, full-scale preservation repair work was started, which is 
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planned to be completed in 2005, so that the house will be opened to the public in 
2006.  The condition of preservation is good.  

 
1-I. Rakan-ji Gohyakurakan 

In 1975, partial repair work of the stone alcove was conducted.  Since then, no 
preservation repair work has been carried out.  However, because some spots which 
showed risk of caving in have been detected in the bedrock in recent years, a reactive 
survey was carried out in 2004 and temporary treatment was given.  A detailed 
survey to decide upon the permanent measures to be taken and full-scale preservation 
repair work is scheduled in 2005.  

 
Kaidô 
2-A. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Tomogauradô 

Although no preservation repair work has been conducted, the condition of 
preservation of the landform and surface of the roadway as well as the related sites 
along the route is good.  In 1998, parts of the transportation route as well as related 
sites were surveyed as part of the port and harbor survey, in which the routing of the 
transportation was identified.  In 2002-2003, a detailed survey to identify the 
locations and characteristics of related archaeological sites along the route was 
carried out. 

 
2-B. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Yunotsu-Okidomaridô 

Since the maintenance work started in 1977, repair treatments have been 
continuously implemented; the condition of preservation of the landform and surface 
of the roadway as well as related sites along the route has been kept good.  In 1995, 
an overall survey was conducted to identify the distribution of historic remains; in 
2002-2003, a detailed survey to study archaeological remains along the route and to 
identify the location and existence of the Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Yunotsu-Okidomaridô 
was carried out.   

 
Ports and port towns 
3-A. Tomogaura and 3-B. Okidomari 

In 1996-1998, a port and harbor survey was conducted concerning mooring 
devices and remains at fortress sites: in 2004, a survey on the settlements including 
an excavation survey was carried out concerning the land division of the village 
settlement and the status of existing buildings.  After the survey was finished, the 
excavated remains were reburied with soil for preservation purposes.  The condition 
of preservation of the landform of the port and the land division and buildings of the 
port town is good.  In 2003, explanation signboards were installed. 
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3-C. Yunotsu 
In 1997-1998, a preservation survey was conducted on the buildings that compose 

the historic townscape.  Thanks to daily maintenance work and care by each property 
owner of the related building, the condition of preservation is good. Preservation 
repair work has been started in 2005 for decaying wooden buildings. 

 
Appendix 7. Plan indicating locations of fire prevention systems 
Appendix 10. Chronological table of conservation work  
Appendix 11. Plan indicating locations of the component features for which 

conservation work has been conducted 
 
4.b Factors affecting the property 
(i) Development pressures 

Preclusion of Development Related to Mining 
For the appropriate protection of the property and the buffer zone integrally, 

coordination with the economic activities related to mining is essential.  In this regard, 
the 3 types of mining rights were issued in the past in the property area ant the buffer 
zone, each of which has been addressed to the extent that the possibility of future 
economic activities related to mining has been completely precluded.  As a result, the 
protection of the property and the buffer zone is guaranteed. 

 
a. Two types of mining rights pertaining to Ginzan Sakunouchi 

The mining right that had been issued for the eastern quarters of Ginzan 
Sakunouchi (1-A) was annulled by Shimane Prefecture in 2004, whereas the other 
mining right which covers the western quarters of Ginzan Sakunouchi and occupies 
the majority of Ginzan Sakunouchi has been under the control of Shimane Prefecture 
since the right was transferred to it in 2005. 
b. Mining right pertaining to the Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Yunotsu-Okidomaridô 

The owner of the mining right in question is aware of and in agreement with the 
restriction that, within the area designated as a Historic Site, mining is not allowed 
under the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties.  As for the mining right 
pertaining to the buffer zone along the routes, appropriate control is provided under 
the landscape conservation ordinance of Ohda City. 
c. Designation of a mining prohibition area 

Shimane Prefecture requested the national government to designate the property 
area and the buffer zone as a mining prohibition area, with a view to precluding the 
possibilities of issuance of new mining rights in the property area or the buffer zone, 
and accordingly an area of approximately 4,018 ha including most of the buffer zone 
was designated as a mining prohibition area in 2005. 
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Coordination of Landscape Conservation with Development 

 The future construction of buildings or other structures in the property area or the 
buffer zone will be controlled in terms of scale, form and structure, including height, 
color, design, etc. under the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties, Ohda 
City’s “Ordinance Concerning the Preservation of the Preservation Districts for 
Groups of Historic Buildings” and the “Iwami Ginzan Landscape Conservation 
Ordinance”.  Therefore, no development that would significantly affect the value of 
the property in an adverse manner is possible. 

With regard to each of the development plans listed below, including one for a 
motorway, coordination has already been done with relevant organizations or 
institutions with a view to minimizing the impact upon the property and the 
agreement has been made that the relevant plans will not be implemented without full 
consultation prior to the implementation. 

 
The existing plans for developments within the property area or the buffer zone are 

listed below: 
 a. Plan for construction of a motorway  

The construction of a motorway is planned as a bypass for Route 9, the single 
existing artery road that currently handles most of the east-west traffic in Shimane 
Prefecture. 

This motorway, which is essential for the purpose of daily life and local economy 
promotion in the region, is to pass near the property area in two points listed below 
due to topographical constraints.  However, the protective measures that are set out 
for the buffer zone by Ohda City’s Iwami Ginzan Landscape Conservation Ordinance 
guarantee the protection of the property and the necessary coordination has already 
been done so that suitable construction methods will be selected and so that 
appropriate visual harmony enhancement work will be carried out in order to 
minimize the impact upon the property: 

 
Point 1. Iwami-jô Site 
The motorway to bypass Route 9 is planned to be constructed in the buffer zone of 
the Iwami-jô Site (1-E).  However, the construction is to be carried out in 
compliance with the Iwami Ginzan Landscape Conservation Ordinance with full 
consideration to the protection of the natural environment and landscape 
surrounding the property.  Therefore, the value of the property will be fully 
protected. 
 
Point 2. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Tomogauradô and Yunotsu-Okidomaridô 
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The motorway to bypass Route 9 is planned to be constructed within both the 
property areas and the buffer zones of the two transportation routes.  Most of the 
sections in question are to be constructed deep underground through tunnels; there 
will be no impact of these tunnels upon the archaeological remains, whether 
aboveground or underground.  Therefore, the value of the property will be fully 
protected. 

 
b. Clay procurement for roof tile manufacturing 

Ginzan Sakunouchi 
In the buffer zone to the south of Ginzan Sakunouchi (1-A), a project for the 
procurement of clay as material for roof tile manufacturing is planned.  It has 
already been decided through consultation with related organizations and 
institutions that full consideration will be given to the protection of the 
surrounding environment in accordance with the Iwami Ginzan Landscape 
Conservation Ordinance and that construction work will not be carried out without 
sufficient prior consultation.  Therefore, the value of the property will be fully 
protected. 

 
c. Waterworks and sewerage 

Ômori-Ginzan
In Ômori-Ginzan (1-F) and its buffer zone, plans exist for the construction of 
underground waterworks and sewerage and the construction of a final sewage 
treatment plant.  The sewerage will be constructed under the existing roads.  In 
addition, the construction work will be closely monitored by an observer of the 
local government who is stationed on the site on a full-time basis; if important 
underground remains are discovered, an excavation survey will be conducted and 
construction methods to be adopted for preservation will be discussed based upon 
the survey result.  As for the construction of the final treatment plant, which is an 
above-ground structure, a prior excavation survey will be conducted at the 
candidate site and the plant will be located in a place that would neither affect 
underground archaeological sites nor have adverse effects upon the landscape 
conservation.  The exterior appearance of the plant and the landscaping of the 
premises will be designed as appropriate in harmony with the surrounding 
landscape.  
 
Tomogaura 
Within the buffer zone of Tomogaura (3-A), to be specific the Umaji area of 
Nima-chô  (also known as the Funatsu settlement), there is a plan for the 
construction of an underground sewerage under the existing roads.  During the 
construction, a local government officer in charge of cultural properties will 
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monitor the construction work; if important underground remains are discovered, 
an excavation survey will be conducted and construction methods to be adopted 
for preservation will be discussed based upon the survey result.   
 
Yunotsu Area 
Within the Important Preservation District for Groups of Historic Buildings at 
Yunotsu (3-C), there is a plan for the construction of an underground sewerage 
under the existing road.  During the construction, a local government officer in 
charge of cultural properties will monitor the construction work and excavation 
surveys will be conducted if necessary. 
 
Okidomari 
Within the buffer zone of Okidomari (3-B), there is a plan for the construction of 
a final treatment plant.  A prior survey will be conducted to identify the 
distribution of underground archaeological sites and, based upon the result, the 
plant will be located in a place that will not affect underground archaeological 
sites and the above-ground structure will be designed in harmony with the 
surrounding landscape. 
 

d. Overhead wires and electricity poles (Ohda-chô, Ohda City) 
Ômori-Ginzan 
In the Important Preservation District for Groups of Historic Buildings -- where 
the Historic Buildings are concentrated -- overhead wires and electricity poles will 
be relocated from the streets to positions behind the buildings for the purpose of 
enhancing the street front landscape.  The landscape within the area in question 
will thereby be conserved and improved; due attention will be paid to the views 
from the buffer zone in deciding on the design, color and location of electricity 
poles.   

 
(ii) Environmental pressures 

At present, no environmental changes that would significantly undermine the 
value of the nominated property are expected.  Neither land subsidence that could be 
caused by mine developments nor pollution of the rivers in the surrounding area that 
could be caused by discharges of waste water from the mine shafts or the mining 
facilities have happened in the past 80 years since the closure of the mine, and there 
is no reason for expecting them to occur in the future.  The vegetation cover on the 
ground surface has been in stable and good condition.  No damage that can be caused 
by air pollution including acid rain has been identified.  
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(iii) Natural disasters and risk preparedness 

Natural disasters that could occur in the region where the property is located 
include damage caused by earthquakes, typhoons or heavy rains such as tree 
blowdowns and landslides. 

As a preventive measure to lessen the risk of earthquake damage, earthquake-
proof reinforcements have been continually applied to buildings on occasions when 
other repair work was done on the buildings.  Although the lands designated as 
Historic Sites are very stable, Ohda City continually carries out preservation repair 
work to reinforce stone walls, etc. as part of its responsibility as the custodial body. 

Part of the area where the property is located is a designated Sabo area (erosion 
control area), in which preventive measures to reduce the risk of flood damage are 
being taken through construction of erosion-control dams and improvements of river 
infrastructure constructions. 

In case any damage should occur to the property or its buffer zone, the legislative 
instrument and the enforcement system are in place to take prompt restoration 
measures from the viewpoint of environmental improvement, etc.  Therefore, the 
value of the nominated property will not be undermined. 

As for preparedness against damage of earthquake-caused fires to buildings, 
cisterns are available for use by local people and fire brigades have been organized. 

 
(iv) Visitor/tourism pressures 

For the property area and the buffer zone, the minimum necessary visitor facilities 
and service facilities such as rest stops, toilets and overlooks, will be installed.  Since 
at present the existing visitor facilities are not sufficient, it is necessary to install 
more of them according to an appropriate plan.  Local citizens’ organizations for the 
preservation of cultural properties and tourism associations have more than 40 years 
of experience of coordinated cooperation in various promotion activities including 
the production of signboards and the publication of guide maps.  They are working to 
mitigate various tourism pressures by controlling the abrupt inflow of external capital, 
for instance by promoting the operation of a restaurant on the local capital.  In 
addition, Ohda City, according to its Landscape Conservation Ordinance, controls the 
tourism industry that is accompanied by large-scale facilities appropriately and is 
taking adequate management measures so that the property and the environment in 
the buffer zone will not be subject to any serious negative impact. 

With regard to the potential increase of waste due to a larger number of tourists, 
the local people, outside volunteers and Ohda City have already been taking measures 
in collaboration such as promoting cleaning campaigns twice each year and will 
continue to strive to ensure appropriate management.   
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In addition, as a measure to mitigate the tourism pressures against the property, 
Ohda City will place visitor facilities such as information centers and parking lots 
outside the property area and prescribe tourism courses in order to promote the 
proper levels of utilization. 

 
(v) Number of inhabitants within the property and the buffer zone 

Estimated population located within: 

Area of nominated property: 789  
Buffer zone: 1,230 
Total: 2,019 
Year 2005 

 
Table 4. The breakdown of the numbers of inhabitants within the property 

1. Silver mine sites and mining towns (silver production center) 
1-A. Ginzan Sakunouchi (excluding the inhabitants of the area 

overlapping with Ômori-Ginzan) 6 

1-B. Daikansho Site 0 

1-C. Yataki-jô Site 0 

1-D. Yahazu-jô Site 0 

1-E. Iwami-jô Site 0 

1-F. Ômori-Ginzan 382 

1-G. Miyanomae Area 0 

1-H. House of the Kumagai Family 0 

1-I. Rakan-ji Gohyakurakan 1 

Subtotal 389 
2. Kaidô（two transportation routes connecting silver mine sites and ports） 

2-A. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Tomogauradô 0 

2-B. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Yunotsu-Okidomaridô 0 

Subtotal 0 
3. Ports and port towns（for silver shipment and logistics） 

3-A. Tomogaura 25 

3-B. Okidomari 13 

3-C. Yunotsu 362 

Subtotal 400 
Grand total 789 

As of 31 March 2005 
Appendix 9. Map of the area relevant to agreed plans related to the nominated 

property 
a. The plan of a proposed motorway 
b. The map of areas under mining rights 

75 



Nomination Dossier for the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 
 

5. Protection and Management of the Property 
 
5.a Ownership 

  
Ownership of the property is shown in the table below, identified by component 
feature. 

Table. Owners and Locations of the Nominated Property 
1. Silver mine sites and 

mining towns Location Owner 

1-A. Ginzan Sakunouchi 
Ômori-chô and Nima-chô, Ohda 
City, Shimane Pref. 

National, Prefectural and City 
gvts. and private owners 

1-B. Daikansho Site 
Ômori-chô, Ohda City, Shimane 
Pref. 

City gvt. 

1-C. Yataki-jô Site 
Sojiki-chô and Yunotsu-chô, 
Ohda City, Shimane Pref. 

National gvt. and private 
owners 

1-D. Yahazu-jô Site 
Yunotsu-chô and Nima-chô, Ohda 
City, Shimane Pref. 

Private owners 

1-E. Iwami-jô Site 
Nima-chô, Ohda City, Shimane 
Pref. 

Private owners 

1-F. Ômori-Ginzan 
Ômori-chô, Ohda City, Shimane 
Pref. 

National, Prefectural and City 
gvts. and private owners 

1-G. Miyanomae 
Ômori-chô, Ohda City, Shimane 
Pref. 

National and City gvts and 
private owners 

1-H. House of the Kumagai 
Family 

Ômori-chô, Ohda City, Shimane 
Pref. 

City gvt. 

1-I. Rakan-ji Gohyakurakan 
Ômori-chô, Ohda City, Shimane 
Pref. 

City gvt. and private owners 

2. Kaidô Location Owner 

2-A. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Tomogauradô

Nima-chô, Ohda City, Shimane 
Pref.

National, Prefectural and City 
gvts. and private owners

2-B. Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Yunotsu-Okidomaridô 

Ômori-chô and Yunotsu-chô, 
Ohda City, Shimane Pref. 

National, Prefectural and City 
gvts. and private owners 

3. Ports and port towns Location Owner 

3-A. Tomogaura Nima-chô, Ohda City, Shimane 
Pref. 

National, Prefectural and City 
gvts. and private owners 

3-B. Okidomari Yunotsu-chô, Ohda City, 
Shimane Pref. 

National, Prefectural and City 
gvts. and private owners 

3-C. Yunotsu Yunotsu-chô, Ohda City, 
Shimane Pref. 

National, Prefectural and City 
gvts. and private owners 

N.B. “Private owners” include private corporations and shared ownership. 
 
5.b Protective designation 

The component features of the property are designated as an Important Cultural 
Property or an Historic Site under Article 27 and Article 109 of the Law for the 
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Protection of Cultural Properties, respectively, and selected as an Important 
Preservation District for Groups of Historic Buildings under Article 142 of the same 
law (see Appendices 4-b-1 to 4-b-6 for the inventory of the component features 
included in the property with the copies of the official designation notices). 

The history of designations of Important Cultural Properties and Historic Sites and 
the selection of the Important Preservation Districts for Groups of Historic Buildings 
is given below: 

 
14 April 1969 Designation as Historic Site 

（Official notice No. 198 of the Ministry of Education） 
5 December 1987 Selection as Ômori-Ginzan Important Preservation District for Groups of 

Historic Buildings 
（Official notice No. 131 of the Ministry of Education） 

1 May 1998 Designation as Important Cultural Property, House of the Kumagai Family 
（Official notice No. 85 of the Ministry of Education） 

19 March 2002 Additional designation as Historic Site, Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 
（Official notice No. 48 of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, 
Science and Technology ） 

6 July 2004 Selection as Yunotsu Important Preservation District for Groups of Historic 
Buildings  
（Official notice No. 121 of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, 
Science and Technology） 

2 March 2005 Additional designation of Historic Site, Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 
（Official notice No. 28 of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, 
Science and Technology） 

14 July 2005 Additional designation of Historic Site, Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 
（Official notice No. 109 of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, 
Science and Technology） 

 
 
5.c Means of implementing protective measures 
 

Property 
As is prescribed in the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties, in principle, 

it is the owners or custodial bodies of the Important Cultural Properties and Historic 
Sites that manage, repair and open them to the public for promotion purposes in an 
appropriate manner. 

Alterations to the existing state of buildings designated as Important Cultural 
Properties or areas designated as Historic Sites as well as actions that will affect their 
preservation are legally restricted and require the prior permission of the 
Commissioner of the Agency for Cultural Affairs (under Articles 43 and 125 of the 
Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties).   The Commissioner of the Agency for 
Cultural Affairs seeks advice and instruction from the Subdivision on Cultural 
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Properties of the Council for Cultural Affairs concerning the proposed alteration to 
the existing state or the action affecting preservation and makes a decision in light of 
the consultation from the Council. 

The national government, when necessary, subsidizes the cost of repair and 
management of Important Cultural Properties and Historic Sites and provides 
technical guidance (under Articles 35, 47, and 118). 

Within the Important Preservation Districts for Groups of Historic Buildings, 
alternations to the existing state and actions that will affect preservation, whether of 
the district or of the specific buildings identified for preservation purposes, are 
restricted and require the prior permission of the mayor of Ohda City. The mayor of 
Ohda City seeks advice and instruction from Ohda City’s Preservation Council of the 
Preservation Districts for Groups of Historic Buildings concerning the proposed 
alteration to the existing state or the action affecting preservation and will make a 
decision on the issuance of permission in light of the consultation from Council. 

Ohda City will subsidize the cost of preservation repair work for Historic 
Buildings within the Important Preservation Districts for Groups of Historic 
Buildings and the cost of visual harmony enhancement work for other buildings to 
improve their exterior appearance together with necessary technical guidance.  The 
national government and Shimane Prefecture will provide financial assistance to 
cover part of Ohda City’s subsidy and will also provide technical guidance to Ohda 
City.  

 
Buffer Zone 

The entire area of the buffer zone is conserved under the Landscape Conservation 
Ordinance of Ohda City to completely protect the environment surrounding the 
property.  New construction, expansion and remodeling of buildings or other 
structures as well as actions that change the existing landform within the buffer zone 
will be regulated through requirement of permission and appropriate instructions and 
advice will be provided by Ohda City, especially regarding important issues, based 
upon the investigation and deliberation of Ohda City’s Council for Landscape 
Conservation.   

 
Appendix 3. Map indicating the extent of the nominated property and the buffer zone 
  a. The extent of the nominated property and the buffer zone with indication of the 

zones of legal protection 
  b. The extent of the nominated property with indication of the zones of legal 

protection 
Appendix 8. Summary of laws and regulations which control the nominated property 

and the buffer zone 
Additional Reference Material 1. Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties 
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5.d Existing plans related to the municipality and region in which the 

proposed property is located  
  

 Dai 4-ji Ohdashi Sôgôkaihatsukihonkôsô [Ohda City 4th Comprehensive 
Development Basic Concept]. Ohda City, 2002. 
 Ohdashi Shinkankôkeikaku [Ohda City New Tourism Plan]. Ohda City, 2001. 
 Shimaneken Sôgôkeikaku [Shimane Prefecture Comprehensive Plan]. 

Shimane Prefecture, 2005. 
 
5.e Property management plan or other management system 
 

Plan for preservation and management 
In order to manage the 14 component features as one whole cultural landscape, a 

comprehensive preservation and management plan has been established and a 
comprehensive preservation and management system will be implemented in the 
context of the whole property.  

The basic policies that are set out in the comprehensive preservation and 
management  plan are summarized into the following 6 points: 

 To specify the elements of component features and clarify their substantial 
value; 
 To show appropriate methods of preservation and management for each 

element of component feastures; 
 To set out the procedure for coordination between individual preservation 

and management plans for component features; 
 To show the conservation policies which cover the surrounding 

environment of the property; 
 To implement appropriate measures for promotion and utilization to ensure 

preservation and management of the whole property; and 
 To show policies for operation and mechanism necessary for appropriate 

preservation, management, promotion and utilization of the property. 
 

In accordance with the above-mentioned comprehensive preservation and 
management plan, Ohda City as a custodial body has prepared the preservation and 
management plan for the Historic Site, which contains several component features of 
the property, and is responsible for the appropriate enforcement of concrete 
preservation and management measures. (Appendix 7-b, Attached Document 1) 

In the two Important Preservation Districts for Groups of Historic Buildings, 
which are also component features of the property, Ohda City is responsible for 
enforcing preservation and management measures appropriately, taking into 
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consideration the advice and instructions of Ohda City’s Preservation Council for 
Preservation Districts for Groups of Historic Buildings and according to preservation 
plans which have been set for each of the two Districts. (Appendix 7-b, Attached 
Documents 2 and 3) 
 
System for preservation and management 

According to the above-mentioned comprehensive preservation and management 
plan, Ohda City will, in full consultation with Shimane Prefecture, set up the “Iwami 
Ginzan Silver Mine Preservation and Management Committee” consisting of the 
relevant departments (see the chart below for detailed organization information) and 
make sure that the preservation and management of the Historic Site containing 
several component features of the property will be enforced. 

Shimane Prefecture and Ohda City make sure that all necessary parties participate 
as required in the functioning of the “Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine Preservation and 
Management Committee”, including the major agencies and departments of Shimane 
Prefecture and Ohda City concerning the projects that are planned by the national 
government, Shimane Prefecture, Ohda City, and private organizations, etc. in and 
around the property area.  At the committee meetings and other activities, adequate 
communication and coordination will be assured so that each project can be 
implemented appropriately without any adverse impact upon the preservation and 
management of the property. Shimane Prefecture and Ohda City pledge to comply 
with the conclusions reached by the “Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine Preservation and 
Management Committee” and to issue appropriate instructions and requests, within 
their legislative powers, to private project undertakers, etc. 

The “Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine Investigation and Maintenance Committee” 
provides academic advice to the “Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine Preservation and 
Management Committee”; the Shimane Prefectural Council for the Protection of 
Cultural Properties and the Ohda City Council for the Protection of Cultural 
Properties discuss issues relevant to the designated Cultural Properties within their 
jurisdiction and the general issues on Cultural Properties; the Ohda City Preservation 
Council for Preservation Districts for Groups of Historic Buildings discusses issues 
or makes proposals concerning the Preservation Districts for Groups of Historic 
Buildings and the Ohda City Landscape Conservation Council concerning the Ohda 
City Landscape Conservation Area. 

In addition, the “Ômori Town Cultural Properties Preservation Association”, 
which has been organized with all of the local residents in the town as members who 
are in the driver’s seat for the protection of the property, is conducting the day-to-day 
management activities; two additional NGOs were set up for the protection of 
Cultural Properties and are still continuing their activities there.   
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At the same time, citizens who are living in the property area or the buffer zone 
and people who are simply interested in the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine got together 
to set up the “Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine Collaboration Meeting” in June 2005 in 
order to work with Shimane Prefecture, Ohda City and other related government 
agencies for the appropriate preservation and promotion of the property. 
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Mechanism for the preservation and management of “The Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine and its Cultural 

Landscape” 

 
Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 
Investigatioin and Maintenance 
Committee 
 
Members: researchers (universities, 

research institutions, etc.) 
Advisor: Agency for Cultural Affairs 
Secretariat: Shimane Prefecture, Cultural 

Properties Division  

 
 
 
 
→ 

Advice

Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 
Collaboration Meeting 
 
Members: government: Shimane Prefecture 

and Ohda City 
    private: individual citizens and 

organizations (NGOs and NPOs) 
Secretariat: Ohda City, Iwami Ginzan Silver 

Mine Section 
 

Advice↓ 
  Participation 

↓ Cooperation ↑ 
   Collaboration 

 Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine Preservation and Management Committee 
 

Members: Shimane Prefecture and Ohda City 
Advisor: Agency for Cultural Affairs 
Secretariat: Shimane Prefecture, Cultural Properties Division 

 
 Shimane Prefecture 

(Cultural Properties Division) 
 

Ohda City 
(Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine Section) 

  
↓ Consultation ↑ 

    

 
↓ Consultation↑ 

 
  

Shimane Prefectural Council for the 
Protection of Cultural Properties 

 

 Ohda City Council for the Protection 
of Cultural Properties 
 Ohda City Preservation Council for 

Preservation Districts for Groups of 
Historic Buildings 
 Ohda City Landscape Conservation 

Council 
 

Additional Reference Material 3. Comprehensive Preservation and Management 
Plan for “The Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine and its Cultural Landscape” 

Aditional Reference Material 4. Preservation and Management Plan for the Historic 
Site, Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 

Aditional Reference Material 5. Ohda City Preservation Plan for Ômori-Ginzan 
Preservation District for Groups of Historic Buildings 

Aditional Reference Material 6. Preservation Plan for Yunotsu Preservation District 
for Groups of Historic Buildings 
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5.f Sources and levels of finance 
The management of the property is the responsibility of the owners of individual 

component features included in the property and Ohda City.  The financial sources 
for the management activity are outlined below. 

The cost of repair work that is conducted by Ohda City for buildings designated as 
Important Cultural Properties is to be subsidized by the national government (65%) 
and by Shimane Prefecture (17.5%), except for minor repair work and other 
exceptional cases. 

When repair work or maintenance work (including the excavation surveys that 
accompany them) on a Historic Site is carried out by a private owner, the national 
government subsidizes 50 % of the cost and Shimane Prefecture and Ohda City each 
subsidize 16.7 % of the cost, as necessary, except for minor repair work or 
exceptional cases. 

When preservation repair work on a Historic Building within a Preservation 
District for Groups of Historic Buildings is carried out by a private owner, Ohda City 
subsidizes 50 – 80 % of the cost, as necessary, according to the standards set out by 
Ohda City.  65 % of the subsidy paid by Ohda City is reimbursed by the national 
government, with 17.5 %  reimbursed by Shimane Prefecture.  

When visual harmony enhancement work is conducted on the buildings, etc. other 
than Historic Buildings, Ohda City subsidizes part of the cost according to different 
criteria set out by Ohda City.  

The installation of disaster prevention facilities, etc. for Important Cultural 
Properties, Historic Sites and Important Preservation Districts for Groups of Historic 
Buildings is also subsidized according to the same subsidey ratios. 

In addition to the above-mentioned subsidies, Ohda City manages the fund for the 
protection of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine, in accordance with its ordinances; t 
private capital is also provided to this fund. 

 
5.g Sources of expertise and training in conservation and management 

techniques 
Management Level and Contact Information 

The management of the property is the responsibility of the property owners and 
Ohda City, which is designated as the custodial body under the Law for the 
Protection of Cultural Properties. 

Ohda City has set up the “Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine Section”, in which 11 
designated officers have been assigned the responsibility for preservation and 
management together with 7 additional support officers who are stationed at the 
property area. 
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The Shimane Prefectural Board of Education has established the “World 
Heritage Inscription Promotion Section”, where 12 officers are assigned to the tasks 
of preservation and management. 

In addition, local citizens, private organizations, and management organizations 
are actively conducting daily maintenance work such as the property area patrol, 
cleaning, etc. in collaboration with each other.  When even minor repair work or 
restoration work for the purpose of maintenance is carried out for either an 
Important Cultural Property or a Historic Building within an Important Preservation 
District for Groups of Historic Buildings, the Agency for Cultural Affairs provides 
any necessary technical instructions in response to the required prior notification: as 
a result, an extremely high level of management is maintained. 

At the same time, in order to preserve and manage the property appropriately, 
special officers and engineers with a high level of skill in the field of Cultural 
Properties preservation and management are stationed at the relevant organizations 
in Shimane Prefecture.  They provide the appropriate assistance to the management 
work that Ohda City carries out as the custodial body. 
 In addition to the above-mentioned measures, further advice and instruction can 
be obtained from the National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Nara, and 
from university professors in Japan, experts including members of ICOMOS, and 
the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine Study and Promotion Committee and its working 
groups; as a result, a high level of preservation and management techniques is 
maintained. 

The National Research Institutes for Cultural Properties (Independent 
Administrative Institutions) of Japan organize periodic training courses for officers 
and experts of the local governments for the purpose of promoting smooth project 
implementation and improving technical skills for the preservation and utilization 
projects at Historic Sites, etc. throughout Japan.  Ohda City’s officers in charge also 
have been trained through these training courses to improve their technical skills for 
the preservation and utilization of the property.  

In Japan, there are 64 Important Preservation Districts for Groups of Historic 
Buildings.  The Agency for Cultural Affairs and the “National Council for 
Preservation Districts for Groups of Historic Buildings” that is operating under the 
instruction of the Agency for Cultural Affairs are regularly organizing seminars on 
preservation and management techniques several times per year, in which technical 
and practical training is given for preservation and repair, mainly for private 
residential architecture, in an effort to improve the standards of preservation and 
management techniques.  The Ohda City officers in charge also participate in these 
seminars in efforts to improve their techniques for preservation and management. 
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5.h Visitor facilities and statistics 

The number of visitors who come to the property and the surrounding area shows a 
tendency toward gradual increase.  At present, approximately 300,000 people visit 
annually, predominantly in small groups. 

In the property area, signboards and signposts are installed for the convenience of 
visitors, and visitor facilities such as parking lots, toilets and information centers are 
available where necessary in an appropriate design and scale and in locations that 
will not affect the value of the property adversely.  Although there are not yet 
sufficient visitor facilities, it is planned to construct the necessary facilities on a step-
by-step basis, including key facilities such as a “visitor center”. 

 
Appendix 12. Plan indicating locations of support facilities and facilities for visitors 

 
5.i Policies and programmes related to the presentation and promotion of 

the property 
As for the appropriate presentation and promotion of the property, the following 

basic policies are set out to guide the concrete measures that are to be included in the 
relevant plans. 

 To identify the existing status of the property and collect materials for 
input to ensure appropriate presentation and promotion of the property; 
 To balance the presentation and promotion of the property with the actual 

preservation of the property and to implement preservation, presentation 
and promotion on a step-by-step basis according to the location and 
characteristics of each element; 
 To respect harmony with the daily life and livelihoods of the local people 

in the implementation of presentation and promotion of the property, with 
full consideration of the need to improve the living environment; 
 To design the tourist courses and carry out effective information provision 

in order to help visitors grasp an overall image of the property and to 
allocate both core and satellite facilities for information, explanation, 
presentation and research; and 
 To provide signposts, signboards, parking lots, etc. and to make available 

safe transportation means, etc. with low impact upon the local communities 
and the environment, etc. as measures to address the anticipated increase of 
visitors. 

 
5.j Staffing levels 

The experts, technicians, and maintenance engineers who will be charged with the 
protection and management of the nominated property belong to the following 
organizations: 
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Shimane Prefecture Archaeologists and historians (including members of 

Japanese Archaeological Association). 
Ohda City Archaeologists (including members of ICOMOS, 

Japanese Archaeological Association and TICCIH) 
and architects 
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6. Monitoring 
 
6.a Key indicators for measuring the state of conservation 

The property and its buffer zone will be monitored periodically and systematically 
for the purpose of enhancing the system and ensuring technical improvement for 
repair, restoration, maintenance, disaster prevention and risk control, according to the 
four indicators listed below. 

Specific items for measurement are given in Annexed Tables 1 and 2, “Indicators 
and Items for Measurement of the State of Conservation”. 

 
Key Indicator 1. The state of conservation in terms of the significance of the 

property and the authenticity of the property, as is stated in “3. 
Justification for Inscription”; 

Key Indicator 2. The effectiveness of the management system, as is stated in “5. 
Protection and Management of the Property”;  

Key Indicator 3. The effects of affecting factors (visitor / tourism pressures, 
environmental pressures, natural disasters, development 
pressures, etc.) upon the property and its buffer zone, in relation 
to “4. State of Conservation and Factors Affecting the 
Property”; and 

Key Indicator 4. The degree of achievement in development of the region, 
including the property and its buffer zone, toward an 
internationally-oriented resort in harmony with the historic 
environment, in relation to “4. State of Conservation and 
Factors Affecting the Property”.  

 
Indicator 

Category Sub-Category 
Periodicity Location of Records 

a) Conservation Every year Ohda City (Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 
Section) 

b) Fire Prevention Every year Ohda City (Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 
Section) 1) Management 

c) Monitoring Every year Ohda City (Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 
Section) 

a) State of conservation As necessary Ohda City (Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 
Section) 

b) Records of permitted actions 
to alter the existing state or 
actions to affect conservation 

As necessary Ohda City (Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 
Section) 

c) Records of conservation repair 
work and conservation work As necessary Ohda City (Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 

Section) 

2) State of conservation 
of the nominated 
property 

d) Records of construction work 
and repair work on disaster 
prevention facilities 

As necessary Ohda City (Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 
Section) 
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e) Results of inspection of 
disaster prevention facilities Every year 

Ohda City (Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 
Section 
 and Fire Office) 

 

f） Conservation of the 
surrounding environment As necessary Ohda City (Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 

Section) 

a) State of conservation As necessary Ohda City (Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 
Section) 3) State of conservation 

of the buffer zone 
b) Alteration to the existing state As necessary Ohda City (Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 

Section) 
a) Seminars and on-site training, 
etc. As appropriate Ohda City (Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 

Section) 4) Conservation and 
transmission of 
conservation technique 

b) Designation of traditional 
conservation techniques under 
the Law for the Protection of 
Cultural Properties 

As appropriate Ohda City (Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 
Section) 

a) Number of visitors Every year Ohda City （Commerce, Industsry and 
Tourism Section） 

b) Tourist industry Every year Ohda City （Commerce, Industsry and 
Tourism Section） 

c) Tourist facilities Every year Ohda City （Commerce, Industsry and 
Tourism Section） 

5) Tourism 

d) Tourist information system As necessary Ohda City （Commerce, Industsry and 
Tourism Section） 

a) Structure of residents Every month Ohda City （Citizens Section） 

b) Labor force by industry Every 5 years 
Ministry of Internal Affairs and 
Communications and Ohda City（General 
Affairs Section） *1 

c) Local industry Every year Ohda City （Commerce, Industsry and 
Tourism Section） 

d) Major corporations Every year Ohda City （Commerce, Industsry and 
Tourism Section） 

6) Socio-economic 
condition in relation to 
the nominated property 

e) Land use and roads Every year Shimane Prefecture （Road Maintenance 
Division） *2 

*1Corporation Statistics Database 
*2Road Condition Database 

 
6.b Administrative arrangements for monitoring the property 

The monitoring, including periodic reporting, will be carried out under the 
supervision of the Agency for Cultural Affairs, by Ohda City, as is shown in section 
1-c in the Annexed Table 1, in coordination with the Shimane Prefectural Board of 
Education. 

In accordance with Chapter IV of the “Operational Guidelines for the 
Implementation of the World Heritage Convention” (2005), the condition of the 
property is recorded every fiscal year and a periodic report is compiled every six 
years to be submitted (in English) to the World Heritage Committee via the UNESCO 
World Heritage Centre.   
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6.c Results of previous reporting exercises 

Regarding this specific property, the submission of this nomination dossier marks 
the first of any submissions or reporting exercises.  Therefore, the information 
requested for this entry should not be relevant. 

However, the present and past records of data and information on the items 
proposed for monitoring in the future are appropriately stored by Ohda City.   
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Annexed Table 1. Items for Measurement of Key Indicators 1, 2 and 3. 
Key Indicator 1: the state of conservation in terms of the significance of the property and the authenticity of the property, as is stated in “3. Justification 

for Inscription”. 
Key Indicator 2: the effectiveness of the management system, as is stated in “5. Protection and Management of the Property”. 
Key Indicator 3: the effects of affecting factors (visitor / tourism pressures, environmental pressures, natural disasters, development pressures, etc.) 

upon the property and its buffer zone, in relation to “4. State of Conservation and Factors Affecting the Property”. 
Category Sub-category Target Index 

1. Owners or responsible organizations (with names and titles of 
representatives): 

Ohda City Board of Education. Representative: head of the 
education dept. (OGAWA Kazukuni). 

2. Supervising organizations: 
Organization: the Agency for Cultural Affairs. 
Representative: commissioner (KAWAI Hayao). 
Staff in charge:  
director of the Monuments and Sites Division (MURATA 
Yoshinori). 
director of the Architecture and Other Structure Division (KARIYA 
Yuga). 

a) Conservation Nominated property 

3. Advisory organization:                
Organization: Shimane Prefectural Board of Education. 
Representative: head of the education dept. (HIROSAWA Takushi). 
Staff in charge: director of the division of the cultural properties 
(YAMANE Masami). 

1) Management 

b) Fire prevention Nominated property 1. Organizations and persons in charge of fire prevention and leaders of 
fire fighting squads. 

Ohda Fire Station: head of the office (FUKUDA Kouji). 
Leader of fire fighting squad: captain of Ômori division, Ohda 
City (MATSUMOTO Tokio). 
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1. Organization in charge of monitoring: 
Organization: Ohda City 
Representative: mayor (TAKEGOSHI Souichi). 
Staff in charge: 
technical expert of Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine Division (OOGUNI 
Haruo). 

  director of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine Section (TANAKA 
Junichi). 

Address: Ohda-chô Ro 1111, Ohda City, Shimane Prefecture. 
2. Supervising organization: 

Organization: the Agency for Cultural Affairs. 
Representative: commissioner (KAWAI Hayao). 
Staff in charge: 
director of the Monuments and Sites Division (MURATA 
Yoshinori). 

 c) Monitoring Nominated property and 
buffer zone 

3. Advisory organization: 
Organization: Shimane Prefectural Board of Education. 
Representative: head of the education dept. (HIROSAWA Takushi). 
Staff in charge: 
director of the Cultural Properties Division (YAMANE Masami). 

1. Environmental pressures. 
2. Natural disasters. 
3. Visitor / tourism pressures. 

a) State of 
conservation 

Nominated property 
 
 

4. Other. (degree of deterioration by aging etc.) 
b) Records of 
permitted actions to 
alter the existing state 
or actions to affect 
conservation 

Nominated property 1. Actions to alter the existing state and actions to affect preservation 
permitted by the Commissioner of the Agency for Cultural Affairs 
under the provision of Article 80 of the Law for the Protection of 
Cultural Properties. 

1. Name of the repair work  
2. Contractor. 
3. Cost. 
4. Duration of work.  

2) State of 
conservation of 
the nominated 
property 

c) Records of 
conservation repair 
work and 
conservation 
construction work 

Nominated property 

5. Details of expenses. 
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6. Name and descriptive data of the building or site for which 
conservation work is conducted. 
7. List and evaluation of preceding conservation repair work / 
conservation construction work. 
8. Content and principles of conservation repair work / conservation 
construction work. 
9. Contractor designer and supervising contractor (supervisor of repair 
work, senior engineer)  

Technical advisor 
10. Sub-contractor. 

   

11. Availability of reports. 
1. Name of the construction work / repair work. 
2. Contractor. 
3. Cost. 
4. Duration of work. 
5. Details of expenses. 
6. Name of the building or site related to the construction work / repair 
work. 
7. Year of construction and records or repair work. 
8. Content and principles of construction work / repair work. 
9. Contractor designer and supervising contractor. 

d) Records of 
construction work and 
repair work on 
disaster prevention 
facilities 

Nominated property 

10. Sub-contractor. 
1. Name of the disaster prevention facility. 
2. Year of construction. 
3. Records of repair work. 
4. Date of inspection. 
5. Results of inspection. 
6. Name of the inspector. 
7. Name of the observer. 

e) Results of 
inspection of disaster 
prevention facilities 

Nominated property 

8. Other. (Report on malfunctions of the automatic fire alarm system 
etc.) 

 

Nominated property 1. Content of maintenance work / construction work. 
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 f) Conservation of the 
surrounding 
environment 

Facilities for the conservation 
of the surrounding 
environment 

2. Content of maintenance work / construction work. 

1. Environmental pressures. 
2. Natural disasters. 
3. Visitor / tourism pressures. 

a) State of 
conservation  

Buffer zone 

4. Other. (Human impact etc.) 
1. Construction work by private corporations regulated under 
applicable laws and regulations. 

3) State of 
conservation of 
the buffer zone 

b) Alteration to the 
existing state 

Buffer zone 

2. Public works. 
1. Date of the seminar / training. 
2. Host / sponsor. 
3. Content. 
4. Participants / trainees. 
5. Number of participants. 
6. Cost. 

a) Seminars and on-
site training etc. 

Nominated property 

7. Availability of reports. 
1. Name of the holder of the designated traditional conservation 
technique. 
2. Assistance and support for the conservation of the designated 
traditional conservation technique. 

4) Conservation 
and transmission 
of conservation 
techniques 

b) Designation of 
traditional 
conservation 
techniques under the 
Law for the 
Protection of Cultural 
Properties 

Nominated property 

3. Availability of records on the designated traditional conservation 
technique. 
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Annexed Table 2. Items for Measurement of Key Indicator 4. 
Key Indicator 4: the degree of achievement in development of the region including the property and its buffer zone toward an 

internationally-oriented resort in harmony with the historic environment. 
Category Sub-category Target Index 

1. Number of visitors. a) Number of visitors Ohda City 
2. Number of visitors from abroad. 
1. Number of accommodation facilities. (Hotels etc.) 
2. Number of users of accommodations. (Number of hotel guests etc.) 
3. Shops. (Number of shops and value of sales.) 

b) Tourist industry Ohda City 

4. Restaurants. (Number of restaurants.) 
1. Business hours. 
2. Admission fee. 

c) Tourist facilities Buffer zone 

3. Number of customers. 
1. Tourist maps. 

1) Tourism 

d) Tourist information system Ohda City 
2. Tourist information centers. 
1. Population. 
2. Total number of households. 
3. Average number of family members per household. 

a) Structure of residents Ohda City 

4. Population by gender and age group. 
b) Labor force by industry Ohda City 1. Labor force by gender. 

1. Business type. 
2. Scale. 

c) Local industry Ohda City 

3. Location. 
1. Business type. 
2. Scale. 

d) Major corporations Ohda City 

3. Location. 
Nominated 
property and 
buffer zone 

1. Map indicating the zones of legal protection designated under the Law for 
the Protection of Cultural Properties, the Natural Parks Law, the Forest Law, 
the River Law, the Seacoast Law, the Port and Harbor Law, and other 
applicable laws and municipal ordinances. 

2) Socio-economic 
condition in relation 
to the nominated 
property 

e) Land use and roads 

Proper places 
in Shimane 
Prefecture 

2. Traffic amount. 
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7. Documentation 
 
7.a Photographs, slides, image inventory and authorization table and other 

audiovisual materials 
 

Refer to Appendix 13 for the list of photographs.  
Refer to Appendix 14 for photographs with maps indicating the places where the 

photographs ware taken (taken in 2004-2005 unless otherwise indicated). 
 
Refer to additional reference materials for color slides with copyright agreements 

attached (taken in 2004-2005 unless otherwise indicated) and videotape 
production (filmed in 2004-2005). 

 
7.b Texts relating to protective designation, copies of property management 

plans or documented management systems and extracts of other plans 
relevant to the property 
 The Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties (Brochure) 
 Comprehensive Preservation and Management Plan for “The Iwami Ginzan 

Silver Mine and its Cultural Landscape” 
 Preservation and Management Plan for the Historic Site, Iwami Ginzan Silver 

Mine (Attached Document 1) 
 Ohda City Preservation Plan for the Ômori Ginzan Preservation District for 

Groups of Historic Buildings (Attached Document 2) 
 Preservation Plan for the Yunotsu Preservation District for Groups of Historic 

Buildings (Attached Document 3) 
 Iwami Ginzan Landscape Conservation Ordinance (see Appendix 8 for the 

summary) 
 Discussion Items and Conclusions of the International Specialist Seminar 

Concerning the Outstanding Universal Value and Conservation Management of 
Mine Sites, Forcusing on the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 

 
7.c Form and date of most recent records or inventory of property 
 (i) Historical document review 

・ Shimaneken Bunkazai Chôsa Hôkokusho Dai 9-shû [Shimane Prefecture 
Cultural Properties Survey Report. Vol. 9]. Shimane Prefectural Board of 
Education, 1977. 

・ Iwami Ginzan Kankeishiryô Chôsa Hôkokusho [Report of Literature Review for 
the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine]. Shimane Prefectural Board of Education, 1987. 
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・ Iwami Ginzan Iseki Sôgô Chôsa Hôkokusho  Heisei 5-nendo – 10-nendo Dai 4-
satsu – Rekishibunken Kenkyûkai Hen [Report of Comprehensive Study for the 
Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine.  FY1993 – FY1998. Vol. 4. Historical Document 
Study]. Shimane Prefectural Board of Education et al., 1999. 

・ Iwami Ginzan Iseki Sôgô Chôsa Hôkokusho Heisei 5-nendo – 10-nendo Dai 5-
satsu – Iwami Ginzan Rekishinempyô Hen  [Report of Comprehensive Study for 
the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine.  FY1993 – FY1998. Vol. 5. Chronological Table 
of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine]. Shimane Prefectural Board of Education et al., 
1999. 

・ Iwami Ginzan Rekishibunken Chôsa Hôkokusho [Report of Study Group on the 
Historical Documents of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine]. Iwami Ginzan 
Rekishibunken Chôsadan, 1998. 

・ Dai 2-kai Iwami Ginzan Rekishibunken Kenkyûkai Hôkokusho [Report of the 2nd 
Literature Review for the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine]. Shimane Prefectural Board 
of Education, 1998. 

・ Dai 3-kai Iwami Ginzan Rekishibunken Chôsa Hôkokusho [Report of the 3rd 
Literature Review for the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine]. Shimane Prefectural Board 
of Education, 1999. 

・ Heisei 15-nendo Iwami Ginzan Rekishibunken Chôsadan Komonjo Chôsa 
Hôkokusho [FY 2003 Report of Study Group on the Historical Documents of the 
Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine.  Report of Archive Review]. Shimane Prefectural 
Board of Education, 2004. 

 
 (ii) Stone monument survey 

・ Iwami Ginzan Iseki Sôgô Chôsa Hôkokusho Heisei 5-nendo – 10-nendo Dai 3-
satsu – Jôseki Chôsa, Sekizôbutsu Chôsa, Mabu Chôsa Hen [Report of 
Comprehensive Study for the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine.  FY1993 – FY1998. Vol. 
3. Fortress Sites, Stone Monuments and Mine Shafts]. Shimane Prefectural Board 
of Education et al., 1999. 

・ Iwami Ginzan Iseki Sekizôbutsu Chôsa Hôkokusho 1 [Report of Stone 
Monuments Survey for the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine. 1]. Shimane Prefectural 
Board of Education and Ohda City Board of Education, 2001. 

・ Iwami Ginzan Iseki Sekizôbutsu Chôsa Hôkokusho 2 [Report of Stone 
Monuments Survey for the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine. 2]. Shimane Prefectural 
Board of Education and Ohda City Board of Education, 2002. 

・ Iwami Ginzan Iseki Sekizôbutsu Chôsa Hôkokusho 3 [Report of Stone 
Monuments Survey for the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine. 3]. Shimane Prefectural 
Board of Education and Ohda City Board of Education, 2003. 

・ Iwami Ginzan Iseki Sekizôbutsu Chôsa Hôkokusho 4 [Report of Stone 
Monuments Survey for the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine. 4]. Shimane Prefectural 
Board of Education and Ohda City Board of Education, 2004. 
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・ Iwami Ginzan Iseki Sekizôbutsu Chôsa Hôkokusho 5 [Report of Stone 
Monuments Survey for the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine. 5]. Shimane Prefectural 
Board of Education and Ohda City Board of Education, 2005. 

 
 (iii) Mine shaft survey / scientific analysis 

・ Iwami Ginzan Iseki Sôgô Chôsa Hôkokusho Heisei 5-nendo – 10-nendo Dai 2-
satsu – Hakkutsu Chôsa and Kagaku Chôsa Hen [Report of Comprehensive 
Study for the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine.  FY1993 – FY1998. Vol. 2. Excavation 
Survey and Scientific Analysis]. Shimane Prefectural Board of Education et al., 
1999. 

・ Iwami Ginzan Iseki Sôgô Chôsa Hôkokusho Heisei 5-nendo – 10-nendo Dai 3-
satsu – Jôseki Chôsa Sekizôbutsu Chôsa, Mabu Chôsa Hen [Report of 
Comprehensive Study for the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine.  FY1993 – FY1998. Vol. 
3. Fortress Sites, Stone Monuments and Mine Shafts]. Shimane Prefectural Board 
of Education et al., 1999. 

・ Iwami Ginzan Iseki Kagaku Chôsa Hôkokusho Heisei 10-nendo – 12-nendo 
[Report of Scientific Analysis of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine. FY 1998-
FY2000]. Shimane Prefectural Board of Education and Ohda City Board of 
Education, 2002. 

 
 (iv) Fortress site survey 

・ Shimaneken Chû-Kinsei Jôkanato Bumpu Chôsa Hôkokusho Dai 1-shû Iwami no 
Jôkanato [Report of Distribution Survey for Castle Sites and Fortress Sites of the 
Middle Ages and the Early Modern Period in Shimane Prefecture.  Vol. 1.  
Castle Sites and Fortress Sites in Iwami]. Shimane Prefectural Board of 
Education, 1997. 

・ Iwami Ginzan Iseki Sôgô Chôsa Hôkokusho Heisei 5-nendo – 10-nendo Dai 3-
satsu – Jôseki Chôsa, Sekizôbutsu Chôsa, Mabu Chôsa Hen [Report of 
Comprehensive Study for the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine.  FY1993 – FY1998. Vol. 
3. Fortress Sites, Stone Monuments and Mine Shafts]. Shimane Prefectural Board 
of Education et al., 1999. 

 
(v) Port and harbor survey / transportation route survey 
・ Rekishi no Michi Chôsa Hôkokusho Ginzan Kaidô Shimaneken Rekishi no Michi 

Chôsa Hôkokusho Dai 3-shû [Report of Survey on Historic Routes.  Ginzan 
Kaidô.  Vol. 3 of Shimane Prefecture Historic Routes Survey Report]. Shimane 
Prefectural Board of Education, 1996. 

・ Rekishi no Michi Chôsa Hôkokusho Nishimawarikôro, Ikikôro Shimane Rekishi 
no Michi Chôsa Hôkokusho Dai 7-shû [Report of Survey on Historic Routes.  
Western Circuit Cargo Ship Route and Iki Cargo Ship Route.  Vol. 7 of Shimane 
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Prefecture Historic Routes Survey Report]. Shimane Prefectural Board of 
Education, 1998. 

・ Iwami Ginzan Iseki Sôgô Chôsa Hôkokusho Heisei 5-nendo – 10-nendo Dai 6-
satsu – Minzoku Chôsa, Kôwan Chôsa, Kaidô Chôsa Hen [Report of 
Comprehensive Study for the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine.  FY1993 – FY1998. Vol. 
6. Forklore Study, Ports and Harbor Survey and Transportation Route Survey]. 
Shimane Prefectural Board of Education et al., 1999. 

・ Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Tomogauradô, Yunotsu-Okidomaridô Chôsa Hôkokusho 
[Report of the Survey on the Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Tomogauradô and the Iwami 
Ginzan Kaidô Yunotsu-Okidomaridô]. Shimane Prefectural Board of Education, 
2004. 

・ Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Tomogaura, Okidomari Shûraku Chôsa Hôkoku [Report of 
the Survey on the settlements of Tomogaura and Okidomari]. Shimane 
Prefectural Board of Education, 2005. 

・ Iwami Ginzan Iseki Kôwan Shûraku Chôsa Hôkokusho [Report of the Excavation 
Survey on the Port Towns of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine]. Shimane Prefectural 
Board of Education, 2005. 

 
 (vi) Folklore study 

・ Iwami Ginzan Iseki Sôgô Chôsa Hôkokusho Heisei 5-nendo – 10-nendo Dai 6-
satsu – Minzoku Chôsa, Kôwan Chôsa, Kaidô Chôsa Hen [Report of 
Comprehensive Study for the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine.  FY1993 – FY1998. Vol. 
6. Forklore Study, Ports and Harbor Survey and Transportation Route Survey]. 
Shimane Prefectural Board of Education et al., 1999. 

 
 (vii) Historic townscape survey 

・ Shiseki Iwami Ginzan Iseki Daikanshoato Omotemonato oyobi Monnagaya 
Shûrikôji Hôkokusho [Report of the Repair Work for the Front Gate and Row 
Houses of the Daikansho Site of the Historic Site, Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine]. 
Ohda City Board of Education, 1970. 

・ Iwami Ginzan Goryô Ômori no Machinami Chôsa Hôkokusho [Report of the 
Survey for the Townscape of Ômori]. Ohda City Board of Education, 1975. 

・ Iwami Ginzan Goryô Ômori no Machinami Hozon Chôsa Gaihô [Summary of the 
Report of Preservation Survey for the Townscape of Ômori]. Ohda City Board of 
Education, 1987. 

・ Shiseki Iwami Ginzan Iseki Daikanshoato Shûrikôji Hôkokusho – Omotemon 
oyobi Monnagaya narabini Tuchihei [Report of the Repair Work for the 
Daikansho Site of the Historic Site, Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine.  Front Gate, Row 
Houses and Clay Walls]. Ohda City Board of Education, 1993. 
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・ Daikansho Jiyakunin Kyû-Kawashimake Jûtaku Shûrikôji Hôkokusho [Report of 
the Repair Work for the Former House of the Kawashima Family]. Ohda City 
Board of Education, 1992. 

・ 1999 Yunotsu Dentôtekikenzôbutsugun Hozontaisaku Chôsa Hôkokusho [Report 
of the 1999 Survey for the Preservation of Groups of Historic Buildings in 
Yunotsu]. Yunotsu Town Board of Education, 1999. 

・ Ômori Dentôtekikenzôbutsugun Hozonchiku Hozonshûri Gaihô 1-77 [Summary 
of the Conservation Repair Work for the Ômori Preservation District for Groups 
of Historic Buildings. 1-77]. Ohda City Board of Education, 1988～2005. 

 
 (viii) Promotion / utilization plan 

・ Iwami Ginzan Iseki Sôgô Seibi Keikaku Sakutei Hôkokusho [Report of the 
Preparation of the Comprehensive Plan Regarding the Iwami Ginzan Silver 
Mine]. Shimane Prefectural Board of Education, 1987. 

・ Iwami Ginzan Iseki Sôgô Seibi Kôsô no Gaiyô [Summary of the Concept for the 
Comprehensive Plan Regarding the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine]. Ohda City, 1987.  

・ Machinami Hozon no Seido nitsuite [About Townscape Conservation System]. 
Ohda City Board of Education, 1987. 

・ Ohdashi Dentôtekikenzôbutsugun Hozonchiku Kankei Reikishû [Handbook for 
the Laws Regarding Ohda City Preservation District for Groups of Historic 
Buildings]. Ohda City and Ohda City Board of Education, 1987. 

 
7.d Address where inventory, records and archives are held 

Shimane Prefecture 
       Tonomachi 1, Matsue City, Shimane Prefecture 690-8502 Japan 
       Tel: +81 (0)852 22 5642 

Fax: +81 (0)852 22 5794 
       E-mail: bunkazai@pref.shimane.lg.jp 

Ohda City 
       Ohda-chô Ro 1111, Ohda City, Shimane Prefecture 694-0064 Japan 
       Tel: +81 (0)854 82 1600 

Fax: +81 (0)854 84 9156 
E-mail: o-iwamigin@iwamigin.jp 

 

101 



Nomination Dossier for the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 
 

7.e Bibliography 
(i) Encyclopedia 
 The Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine appears in history textbooks in use in Japan as well as 
encyclopedia published outside Japan as shown below: 
 

・ JAPAN ENCYCLOPEDIA. Louis Frédéric, 2002.（English） 
・ LE JAPON DICTIONNAIRE ET CIVILISATION. Robert Laffont, 1996.

（French） 
・ ENCICLOPEDIA UNIVERSAL ILUSTRADA EUROPEO-AMERICANA.

（Spanish） 
 
(ii) Old maps published in Europe 
 The maps published in Europe from the 16th to 17th centuries that show an indication 
of “silver mines” in Japan are listed below: 
 

・ Bartolomeu VELHO. World Map. Portugal, 1561; in the Accademia di Belle Arti 
di Firenze. (2 indications of “minas da prata” (mines of silver) in Honshu Island 
of Japan.) 

・ Bartolomeu VELHO.  Map of the West Pacific Ocean. Portugal, c.1560; in the 
Huntington Library, California. (Indications of “minas da prata”, “minas da pta” 
and “as minas da prata”.) 

・ Lazaro LUIZ. Map of East Asia. Portugal, 1563; in the Lisbon Academy of 
Sciences.  (Indication of “as minas da prata”.) 

・ Abraham ORTELIUS. Map of Asia. The Netherlands, 1567; in the Basel 
University Library, Switzerland.  (Indication of “minas da prata”.) 

・ Fernao Vas DOURADO. Map of Japan. Portugal, 1568; in the Duke Alba, 
Madrid. (Indication of “r.as minas da prata” and “r. minas de prata e ovro”.) 

・ Anonymous (Fernao Vas DOURADO). Map of East Asia. Portugal, c.1568; in 
the Huntington Library, California. (Indication of “minas da prata”.) 

・ Abraham ORTELIUS. Map of Tartaria. The Netherlands, 1570; in the custory of 
Nakamura Toshizo et al.. Indication of “minas da plata”. 

・ Fernao Vas DOURADO. Map of East Asia. Portugal, 1573; in the British 
Museum, London. (Indication of “minas da prata”.) 

・ Ludovico GEORGIO (Luiz JORGE). Map of China. Portugal / the Netherlands, 
1584; custody unknown. (Indication of “minas de plata”.) 

・ Rennward CYSAT. Map of Japan. Switzerland, 1587; in the Tenri Central 
Libarary. (Indication of “minas de plata”.) 

・ Abraham ORTELIUS. Map of the Pacific Ocean. The Netherlands, 1589; 
custody unknown. (Indication of “minas de plata”.) 
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・ Luiz TEIXERA. Map of Japan. Portugal / the Netherlands, 1595; in the National 
Museum of Japanese History and in custody of the Nakamura Toshiro et al. 
(Indication of “argenti fodinae” (silver mine).) 

・ Arnold A.LANGREN. Map of East Asia. The Netherlands, 1595; custody 
unknown. (Indication of “minas de prata / argenti fodinxe”.) 

・ Cornelis DOETSZ. Map of Asia. The Netherlands, 1598; in the Tokyo National 
Museum. (Indication of  “as minas da prata”.) 

・ Paulus G.MERULA. World Map. The Netherlands, 1605; custody unknown. 
(Indications of “minas de prata” and “argenti fodixne”.) 

・ Jodocus HONDIUS. Map of Japan. The Netherlands, 1606; custody unknown. 
(Indication of “argenti fodinae”.) 

・ Christopherus BLANCUS. Map of Japan. The Netherlands, 1617; in custody of a 
private owner. (Indication of “argenti fodinae”.) 

・ Arnold and Henriks A.LANGREN. Globe. The Netherlands, c.1620; in the 
Bibliothèque nationale de France. (Indication of “argenti fodinae”.) 

・ Anonymous (Joao TEIXERA I). Map of East Asia. The Netherlands, 1628; in the 
Bibliothèque nationale de France. (Indication of “minas da prata”.) 

・ Antonio CARDIM. Map of Japan. Italy, c.1630; in the Bibliothèque nationale de 
France, etc. (Indication of “argenti fodinae”.) 

・ Jannes JANSSONIUS. Map of Japan. The Netherlands, 1636. National Museum 
of Japanese History. (Indication of “argenti fodinae”.) 

・ Bernardino GINNARO. Map of Japan. Italy, 1641; custody unknown. 
(Indication of “miniera di argento”.) 

・ Sir Robert DUDLEY. Map of Japan. The UK / Italy, 1646/47; custody unknown. 
(Indication of “miniera di argento”.) 

・ Philippe BRIET. Map of Japan. France, c.1650; custody unknown. (Indication of 
“minas d'argent”.) 

・ Jannes JANSSONIUS. Map of Japan. The Netherlands, c.1650; custody 
unknown. Indication of “argenti fodinae”. 

・ Martino MARTINI. Map of Japan, Italy / The Netherlands, c.1655; custody 
unknown.  (Indication of “argenti fodinae”.) 

・ Jannes JANSSONIUS. Map of Japan and Ezo. The Netherlands, 1658; custody 
unknown. (Indication of “argenti fodinae”.) 

・ F.BOUTTATS. Map of Japan. The Netherlands, 1663; custody unknown. 
(Indication of “siluer mynen”.) 

・ Jean-Baptiste TAVERNIER. Map of Japan. France, 1679; custody unknown. 
(Indication of “minas d'argent”.) 

・ Vicenzo Maria CORONELLI. Map of Japan and Korea. Italy, 1692; in the 
National Museum of Japanese History. (Indication of “miniera di argento”.) 
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 (iii) Historical materials published by countries other than Japan 
・ Chôsen Ôchô Jitsuroku (朝鮮王朝実録 )[Records of the Korean Kingdom]. 

Korean National History Compilation Committee ed. Late 14th century – early 
20th century. 

・ Minshi Shokkashi (明史食貨志) [Ming Dynasty Economic History].  
・ Chûkaizuhen [Maps for Marine Defense]. Tei Jyakusu ed. Late 16th century.  
・ Tenka Gunkoku Ribyôsho ( 天下郡国利病書 ) [Book of Goods and Bads 

throughout the Country]. Ko Embu. 
・ Min Jitsuroku (明実録) [Records of Ming Dynasty China]. Mid-14th century – 

mid-17th century. 
・ Diaries Kept by the Heads of the English Factory in Japan / The Journall or 

dailye book of all accurrantes happenyng, begvn at Firando in Japon, p'r me 
Ric'd Cocks. 

・ Diaries Kept by the Heads of the Dutch Factory in Japan / Daghregister 
gehouden in Japan 't Comptoir Firando bij den E. Resident Couckebacker. 

・ G. Schurhammer S.J.and J. Wicki S.J., Epistolae S.Francisci Xaverii Aliaque 
Eius Scripta, Tomus I, II. Monumenta Historica Soc. Jesu. Romae, 1944-45. 

・ Dagh-Register Gehoudenint Casteel Batavia Vant Passerende Daer Ter Plaetse 
Als Over Geheel Nederlandts – India. 

・ Tre Lettera Annue del Giappone de Gli Anni 1603, 1604, 1605 e perte de 1606. 
Biblioteca Nacional, Lisboa. 

・ Relacao Annual de Fernao Guerreiro. Biblioteca Nacional, Lisboa. 
・ Archivum Romanum Societatis Iesu. 
・ Historia de Japao. Biblioteca Nacional, Lisboa. 
・ Cartas que os Padres e Irmaos da Companhia de Iesus escreveram dos Reinos 

de Iapao e China aos da Mesma Companhia da India e Europa I (1549-1580) 
and II (1581-1589). Biblioteca Nacional, Lisboa. 

・ Biblioteca Publica e Arquivo Distrital de Evora 
・ Livro das Moncoes ou Documentos Remetidos da India. Arquivos Nacionais/ 

Torre do Tombo. 
 
 (vi) Japanese historical materials 

・ Iwami Gginzan Kyûki [Old Records of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine]. 1816; in 
the Shimane Prefectural Library, etc. 

・ Iwami Ginzan Yôshû [Important Documents on the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine]. 
1816; in the Shimane Prefectural Library.  

・ Iwami Ginzan Emaki [Picture Scroll of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine]. Late 18th 
century – 19th century; in custody of a private owner. 
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・ Iwami no Kuni Ezu [Pictured Maps of Iwami Country]. Early 17th century – mid 
19th century; in the Hamada City Board of Education, Tsuwano Town Board of 
Education and National Archives of Japan. 

・ Seisui-ji Monjo [Documents of Seisui-ji Temple]. Later than 16th century; in 
Seisui-ji. 

・ Yoshiokake Monjo [Documents of the Yoshioka Family]. Late 16th century – 19 
century; in custody of a private owner. 

・ Yamanakake Monjo [Documents of the Yamanaka Family]. 16th century – 19th 
century; in custody of a private owner. 

・ Naganoke Monjo [Documents of the Nagaoka Family]. Early 17th century; in 
custody of a private owner. 

・ Kurike Monjo [Documents of the Kuri Family]. Earlier than 16th century; in 
custody of a private owner. 

・ Sagarake Monjo [Documents of the Sagara Family]. Earlier 16th century.  
・ Môrike Monjô [Documents of the Môri Family]. Later than 13th century; in the 

Mori Museum. 
・ Kikkawake Monjo [Documents of the Kikkawa Family]. 13th century – 17th 

century; in the Kikkawa Shiryokan. 
・ Iwami Kikkawake Monjo [Documents of the Kikkawa Family of Iwami]. 16th 

century; in the Kikkawa Shiryokan.  
・ Kobayakawake Monjo [Documents of the Kobayakawa Family]. 14th – 16th 

centuries. 
・ Masudake Monjo [Documents of the Masuda Family]. Later than the 12th 

century; in the Historiographical Institute of the Univsersity of Tokyo. 
・ Tsubouchike Monjo [Documents of the Tsubouchi Family]. Later than the 16th 

century; in custody of a private owner. 
・ Kawakamike Monjo [Documents of the Kawakami Family]. Later than early 17th 

century; in custody of a private owner. 
・ Iwami no Kuni Ginzan Monjo [Documents on the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine]. 

Later than 16th century; in the National Archives of Japan. 
・ Ikuno Ginzan Kyûki [Old Records of the Ikuno Ginzan Silver Mine]. 1690; in 

custody of a private owner. 
・ Sado Nendaiki [Chronology of Sado Island]. 1601～1851. 
・ Innai Ginzan Ki [Records of the Innai Ginzan Silver Mine]. 1636.  
・ Hagihan Batsuetsuroku [Records of Hagi Han]. 18th century. Yamaguchi 

Prefectural Library. 
・ Sôke Kiroku [Records of the Sô Family]. 
・ Komai Nikki [Journals of Komai]. 1593-95.  
・ Gunshoruijyû. Late 18th century.  
・ Zoku Gunshoruijyû [Sequel to Gunshoruijû]. Early 19th century.  
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・ Masakage Nikki [Journals of Masakage]. Early 17th century; in the Akita 
Prefectural Library. 

・ Sekishû Ginzan Chifu Yôshû [Important Documents on the Sekishu Ginzan Silver 
Mine]. 1861; in theYamaguchi Prefectural Archives. 

・ Tadake Monjo [Documents of the Tadake Family]. Later than 16th century; in 
custody of a private owner.  

・ Uenoke Monjo [Documents of the Ueno Family]. Later than 17th century; in 
custody of a private owner. 

・ Takahashike Monjo [Documents of the Takahashi Family]. Later than 17th 
century; in custody of a private owner. 

・ Hisahara, Mikio. “Ômori Kôzan Chishitsu oyobi Kôshô Gairon 1, 2, 3” [Geology 
and Ore Deposits of the Ômori Mine 1, 2 and 3]. Vol. 33 of Chishitsugaku 
Zasshi. 1926. 
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Appendix 15. Comparative Analysis 
 

1. Similar Properties within Japan 
The following mines in Japan prospered after they were developed around the 16th 

century and were famous mines of silver or gold that were notable in the history of 
Japan to an extent comparable to the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine. 
 

No.1. Historic Site, Sado Kinzan Iseki (Sado Kinzan Gold Mine), Niigata 
Prefecture. 

This mine, which was developed 
after ore reserves were discovered 
in 1542, produced silver and copper 
in its early years.  In the early 17th 
century, technicians of the Iwami 
Ginzan Silver Mine were invited to 
introduce their technology here and 
the production of gold and silver 
increased dramatically toward the 
peak of its prosperity.  The 
prosperity of the mine led to the 
development of Aikawa Town, 
where the city commissioner’s office called bugyosho was established.  During the 
17th century, the mine ranked among the largest mines in terms of gold and silver 
production.  The large quantities of gold and silver that were produced from this 
mine supported the national budget and the currency system of Japan in the late 
feudal period up until the mid-19th century.  The mine was closed in 1989; many 
mine shaft remains and mine facilities still exist. 

 
No.2. Ikuno Ginzan (Ikuno Ginzan Silver Mine), Hyogo Prefecture. 

In 1542, the development of the Ikuno 
Ginzan Silver Mine was started by 
technicians from the Iwami Ginzan Silver 
Mine; the mine eventually grew to rank 
among the largest silver mines in Japan.   
Because of the high quality of silver 
produced at the Ikuno Ginzan Silver Mine, 
its silver, known as "tagemon plate", 
came to be used in trade in the early 17th 
century.  The prosperity of the mine 
brought prosperity to the town of Ikuno, 
as well, which, however, was to fall into 

decline as a result of a decrease in ore production and a large fire that broke out in 
the mid-17th century.  Later from the late 17th century to the early 18th century, re-
development of the mine was carried out, successfully increasing the production not 
only of silver but also of copper and lead, and the mining town also recovered.  The 
mining activities stopped in 1973; there remain early modern-period mine shafts and 
the remains of open pit mining which date back to the pre-modern period  
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No.3. Historic Site, Nobesawa Ginzan Iseki (Nobesawa Ginzan Silver Mine), 
Yamagata Prefecture. 

The Nobesawa Ginzan Silver Mine saw 
rapid development in the early 17th century 
but soon went into decline and was 
eventually closed down in the late 17th 
century.  The silver produced here was 
donated to the Edo Shogunate, supporting 
its financial foundations.  The mining town 
that was developed concurrently with the 
prosperity of the mine has subsequently 
been lost, although the remains of the 17th-
century mine shafts and those of shrines 
and fortresses dating back to the period from the mid-16th century to the mid-17th 
century still exist. 

 
No.4. Innai Ginzan (Innai Ginzan Si

the Innai Ginzan 
Sil

No.5. Historic Site, Kurokawa Kinzan (Kurokawa Kinzan Gold Mine), 

 at the Kurokawa Kinzan Gold Mine started around the 15  
cen

mine played a significant role as 
the

lver Mine), Akita Prefecture. 
Mining operations at 
ver Mine began about a year after silver 

was discovered here in 1606.The mine’s 
development progressed steadily, leading to 
the formation of a mining town.  From the 17th 
century to the mid-19th century, the mine 
constituted the economic foundation of the 
local feudal lord, the head of the Akita Family.  
In 1875, the mine was put under the direct 

ownership of the national government of Japan and was modernized through the 
introduction of European technologies.  It was later privatized and, although there 
was a time when silver production increased dramatically, it was eventually closed 
down in 1953 due to ore exhaustion.  At present, there remain mine facilities and 
parts of their accessory infrastructure that date back to the pre-modern period. 

 

Yamanashi Prefecture. 
The mining operations th

tury, reaching their peak in the early 16th 
century; the mine declined rapidly in the late 
16th century and was closed down in the early 
17th century. 

This gold 
 financial foundation for feudal powers in the 

Kai Area in the 16th century.  In addition, the 
group of mining technicians there made a great 
contribution to the progressive development of 
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the feudal ruling structure in the region in terms of both military and civil 
engineering.  Today at the archeological site there remain numerous mine shafts and 
excavated flat areas that are considered to have been residential plots.  

2. 

o East Asia and attracted European people eager to 
pa

 the 

compare with the 

 
Comparative Analysis with Similar Properties within Japan 
The Sado Kinzan Gold Mine (No. 1) and the Ikuno Ginzan Silver Mine (No. 2) were 

both founded and developed a little later than the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine, with 
prosperity reaching its peak in the early 17th century.  In terms of ore production, these 
mines were as large as or even larger than the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine; however, 
their initial development and the subsequent large-scale production of gold or silver 
were made possible by introducing the technicians and techniques of the Iwami Ginzan 
Silver Mine.  In this respect, the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine boasts precedence over 
these mines.  Furthermore, it is not too much to say that it was the abundant silver 
produced by the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine, the only silver mine in Japan that was in 
full operation in the 1530s, that brought about the arrival of the first European people in 
Japan in 1543 and the subsequent introduction of Christianity to Japan.  In other words, 
the Sado Kinzan Gold Mine (No. 1) and the Ikuno Ginzan Silver Mine (No. 2) were 
developed under the influence of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine development, which 
promoted the silver influx int

rticipate in trade in this area. 
The Kurokawa Kinzan Gold Mine (No. 5) dates further back than the Iwami Ginzan 

Silver Mine in the timing of its development start; however, its historical impact was 
limited to the eastern part of the Japanese archipelago, where the mine was located.  The 
Nobesawa Ginzan Silver Mine (No.3) and the Innai Ginzan Silver Mine (No. 4) are 
mines that prospered in the 17th century, even later than the Sado Kinzan Gold Mine 
(No. 1) and the Ikuno Ginzan Silver Mine (No. 2).  In terms of economic impact, the 
Innai Ginzan Silver Mine (No. 4) supported the financial foundation of feudal powers in 
the northern Japanese arc
supported
financial 
foundation of the 
national power in 
the late feudal 
period; however, 
the economic 
impact of these 
mines did not reach 
outside Japan.  In 
this regard, The 
Nobesawa Ginzan 
Silver Mine (No.3), 
the Innai Ginzan 
Silver Mine (No. 4), 
and the Kurokawa 
Kinzan Gold Mine 
(No. 5) cannot 

hipelago, and the Nobesawa Ginzan Silver Mine (No.3) 

Sado Innai  
Ikuno

Nobesawa

Iwami 

Kurokawa 
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Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine, which had significant impact not only upon the history of 
East Asia but also upon world history. 

On the other hand, the Nobesawa Ginzan Silver Mine (No.3) consists of relicts of the 
mining operation and closure that all took place during one period in the 17th century, 
while the Kurokawa Kinzan Gold Mine (No. 5) is the relict of a mine that had closed by 
the mid-17th century.  Therefore, these are quite different from the Iwami Ginzan Silver 
Mine, where the mine site and the remains of related facilities that operated for 
approximately 400 years from the 16th century to the 20th century still remain as a 
cultural landscape. 

Each of these five mines / mine sites contains a mine site and traces of the land use 
of the original residential areas and settlements as its component features; however, 
none of them contain the whole ensemble of land use types pertaining to mining 
operation, including 16th- to17th-century transportation routes and ports, as is the case 
with the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine. 

 
3. Similar Properties in Other Countries 

The following mines are non-ferrous-metal mines in other countries that are 
inscribed on the World Heritage List and a mine that is listed on China’s tentative list 
for World Heritage nomination: . 

 
No.1. Røros (Norway). C( iii), C(iv), and C(v). 1980 

Røros is a site of copper mines that were in operation from the 17th century to the 
20th century.  The town characterized by wooden architecture was rebuilt in the 18th 
and 19th centuries after having been destroyed in the 17th century.  The present town 
still retains a medieval appearance. 

 
No.2. City of Potosi (Bolivia). C (ii), C(iv), and C(vi). 1987 

At Potosi, which was developed in the mid-16th century, a large amount of silver 
was produced through silver ore extraction methods which relied on hydraulic power 
that was provided by 
artificial lakes and aqueducts 
together with the silver 
amalgam refining method.  
Not only the mining 
facilities but also the 
characteristic buildings of 
the colonial town that was 
developed as a result of the 
mine’s prosperity, etc. 
remain in good condition.  
The silver produced at Potosi 
flowed into Europe as 
Spanish currency, bringing 
about a significant change in 
the currency economy. 
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No.3. Historic Town of Guanajuato and Adjacent Mines (Mexico). C (i), C(ii), 
C(iv) and C(vi). 1988 

The town of Guanajuato was founded 
by the Spanish along a winding river 
valley in the early 16th century.  
Guanajuato became the world's leading 
silver-extraction center in the 18th 
century.  Today there still remain large-
scale mine shafts called 'subterranean 
streets' and groups of Baroque and 
neoclassical buildings which influenced 
the development of buildings throughout 
central Mexico. 
 
 
No.4. Mines of Rammelsberg and Historic Town of Goslar (Germany). C (i)and 
C(vi). 1992 

The mines of Rammelsberg were the largest mines in central Europe, operating 
from the 12th century to the 20th century.  
Goslar, which prospered resulting from 
the development of the Rammelsberg 
mines, is a medieval mining city that 
served as a political and economic 
center of the Holy Roman Empire.  The 
wide industrial area containing mines 
and refineries, and the historic town 
area containing residential houses, the 
imperial palace, churches, etc. remain 
unified. 

 
No.5. Banská Štiavnica (Slovakia). C(iv) and C(v). 1993 

Banská Štiavnica was visited by many engineers and scientists over the centuries; 
since the 17th century, the ore extraction methods used here, based upon hydropower 
and explosives, developed ahead of those of 
other mines.  As the mining industry 
enjoyed prosperity continuously from the 
13th century to the 20th century, a townscape 
developed with churches, castles and 
Renaissance palaces standing side by side.   
One characteristic of Banská Štiavnica is 
the successful way that this rich townscape 
blends into the surrounding landscape. 
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No.6. Historic Town of Zacatecas (Mexico). C (ii) and C(iv). 1993 

Zacatecas became the major silver-production center in Mexico after the 
discovery of a silver lode in 1496 and 
prospered in the 16th and 17th 
centuries by playing the central role in 
Spain’s colonization of the North 
American Continent and by serving as 
the center for the propagation and 
cultural transmission of Christianity.  
This site is characterized by the views 
of the town built on the steep slopes of 
a narrow valley and by groups of 
buildings that show European as well 
as indigenous decorative elements. 
 
No.7. Kutná Hora (Czech). C (ii) and C(iv). 1995 

Kutná Hora is a medieval city that was developed under the influence of the silver 
mines that prospered in and after the late 13th century. Among many groups of 
buildings in the city that exhibit outstanding artistic value or hold exceptional status 
in the history of architecture, the buildings of the late Gothic period and a cathedral 
with the Baroque taste of the early 18th century contributed to continuous 
development of the architecture of central Europe. 
 
No.8. Las Médulas (Spain). C (i), C(ii), C(iii), and C(iv). 1997 

Las Médulas is the site of gold mine that was developed by the Roman Imperial 
authorities after gold was discovered here in the 1st century A.D. One of its 
characteristics was the use of techniques based on hydraulic power.  After two 
centuries of working the deposits, the Romans withdrew and abandoned the mine, 
leaving a unique devastated landscape in which traces of the remarkable ancient 
technology of the Roman Period are visible still now. 

 
No.9. Mining Area of the Great Copper Mountain in Falun (Sweden). C(ii), 
C(iii), and C(v). 2001 

The Great Pit at Falun, which was mined under the influence of German-origin 
technologies, grew to become a leading copper mine in the 17th century and exerted 

significant influence upon mining technologies 
throughout the world.  The major component 
features of the landscape of Falun are the 
remains of copper production facilities that had 
continued in use from the 9th century to the late 
20th century; the city, surrounding settlements, 
industrial remains, etc. that were developed in 
relation to this mining area illustrate the 
development stages of copper production from 
domestic industry to industrialized production. 
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No.10. Historic Centre of the Town of Goiás (Brasil). C(ii) and C(iv). 2001 
Goiás, which saw development in the 18th and 19th centuries, is an example of the 

organic development of a mining town in which the component features of the town 
layout were organically interrelated to each other.  In particular, its land division and 
buildings were born out of adaptation to the climate, geography and culture of 
Central America and South America.  This town illustrates how the characteristic 
forms of colonial towns in South America had evolved. 

   
No.11. Blaenavon Industrial Landscape (UK). C(iii) and C(iv). 2000 

Blaenavon, which is located in South Wales, is an example of an industrial 
landscape complete with facilities such as mines, railways, furnaces, workers’ homes, 
etc. that were related to the production of iron and coal in the 19th century.   
 
No.12. The Zollverein Coal Mine Industrial Complex in Essen (Germany). C(ii) 
and C(iii). 2001 

The Zollverein coal mine industrial complex is a representative example that 
shows the development of heavy industry in modern Europe and at the same time a 
good example of outstanding 20th-century architectural design.  It constitutes 
remarkable material evidence of the evolution and decline of an industrial complex 
over the past 150 years. 

 
    (The descriptions of the above-mentioned World Heritage Sites have been adapted 
from the World Heritage List on the web page of the UNESCO World Heritage Centre 
and its brief descriptions, ICOMOS evaluation sheets, etc.) 

 
No.13. Tonglushan Ancient Copper Mine Shaft (China).  Not a World Heritage 
Site but a property listed on the tentative list of China 

Tonglushan is China’s oldest large-scale ancient copper mine site, which had been 
mined over some 1,000 years until 
around 2,000 years ago (Han Dynasty).  
As a result of archeological surveys, 
many vertical and horizontal mine 
shafts have been discovered together 
with huge hills made from piles of 
tailings and remains of sophisticated 
smelting furnaces, ventilation facilities, 
pulleys used for ore transportation, etc.  

 
4. Comparative Analysis with Similar Properties in Other Countries 

No.1 to No.12 are mines and their related properties that are already inscribed on the 
World Heritage List; the Tonglushan Ancient Copper Mine Shaft (No. 13) in China is a 
copper mine site in East Asia that is listed on China’s tentative list.  These sites, except 
for the Blaenavon Industrial Landscape (No. 11) and the Zollverein Coal Mine 
Industrial Complex in Essen (No.12), are non-ferrous metal mine sites and their related 
properties.  Røros (No. 1), Kutná Hora (No.7), and the Historic Centre of the Town of 
Goiás (No.10) overlap with the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine in regard to the time of 
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operation; however, the major component features of these sites are the city and 
buildings that were developed together with the development of the mines. 

The following is a comparison of the nominated property with other mine-containing 
heritage sites. 

The Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine not only contains the mine per se but also consists of 
the whole system of organically related properties ranging from silver production to 
shipment, such as townscape, transportation routes and ports.  In this respect, Røros (No. 
1), Kutná Hora (No.7), and the Historic Centre of the Town of Goiás (No.10) differ 
fundamentally from the nominated property. 

At the same time, the Blaenavon Industrial Landscape (No. 11) and the Zollverein 
Coal Mine Industrial Complex in Essen (No.12) are properties that are related to the 
mining and production of iron and coal and that represent the Industrial Revolution and 
the following period of modernization.  Therefore, they are also fundamentally different 
from the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine, which was based upon pre-Industrial Revolution 
traditional technologies and production systems that were characterized by an 
assemblage of small-scale businesses and manual-labor-based production. 

On the other hand, the City of Potosi (No. 2), the Historic Town of Guanajuato and 
Adjacent Mines (No. 3) and the Historic Town of Zacatecas (No. 6), all representative 
silver mines of Central America and South America in and after the 16th century -- 
overlapping with the period of operation of Iwami Ginzan -- exhibit a value that is 
comparable to that of the nominated property in that they produced a tremendous 
amount of silver and that the silver influenced world history.  However, the major 
component features of these properties are mines and cities, while the Iwami Ginzan 
Silver Mine consists of a series of organically related properties, ranging from 
production to the shipment of silver ore and silver, such as the mine, townscape, 
transportation routes, ports, etc. Iwami Ginzan gives a wider illustration of the whole 
system related to the mining operation.  From the viewpoint of refining technologies, 
the City of Potosi (No. 2), the Historic Town of Guanajuato and Adjacent Mines (No. 3), 
and Banská Štiavnica (No. 5) are characterized by the mercury-amalgam method, 
striking a distinctive contrast to the cupellation method that was used in the Iwami 
Ginzan Silver Mine.  Refining based upon the cupellation method had almost no 
adverse effects upon the living environment.  In addition, at the City of Potosi (No. 2), 

Distribution of World Heritage Properties Related to Mines
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the Historic Town of Guanajuato and Adjacent Mines (No. 3), the Historic Town of 
Zacatecas (No. 6), forests were cleared in order to supply fuel and have been unable to 
recover even up to now in the dry climatic condition; in contrast, at the Iwami Ginzan 
Silver Mine, the humid climatic condition and appropriate forest management during 
the mining operation period have resulted in the richly verdurous environment that can 
be seen in and around the site today.  In this regard, the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 
stands out in that the remains of production activities remain in good condition and in 
harmony with nature.  

 
Las Médulas (No. 8) stopped operation around the 2nd century A.D and was 

abandoned as it was.  As a result, the desolate landscape that was left remains up to now.  
On the other hand, the Tonglushan Ancient Copper Mine Shaft in China listed on the 
China’s tentative list is the site of a large-scale copper mine that had been mined since 
around 1,000 years B.C. up to 2,000 years ago. Excavation surveys show that elements 
ranging from mining to smelting remain in good condition, reflecting the potential of 
the site as an Asian mine site of an outstanding universal value.  

However, both Las Médulas (No. 8) and Tonglushan (No. 13) are sites of ancient 
mines.  These are largely different in the chronological background from the Iwami 
Ginzan Silver Mine, which developed in the 16th century, known as the Age of 
Discovery.  Las Médulas (No. 8) and Tonglushan (No. 13) had stopped operation more 
than 1,800 years ago. Although their landscapes bearing testimony to the ancient mining 
activities has remained up to now, these differ significantly from the landscape of the 
Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine, which shows vestiges of mining activities together with rich 
forests even though the mining operations had been continued from the 16th century to 
the 20th century. 

The Mines of Rammelsberg and the Historic Town of Goslar (No. 4), Banská 
Štiavnica (No. 5), and the Mining Area of the Great Copper Mountain in Falun (No. 9) 
are examples that contain not only the mines but also the cities and settlements that 
were formulated in close association with the mining operation.  Each one of them is a 
mine of silver or copper that had operated until the 20th century, and their operation 
periods overlap that of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine.  They have many other 
similarities with the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine.  In particular, the Mines of 
Rammelsberg and the Historic Town of Goslar (No. 4) and Banská Štiavnica (No. 5) 
carried out appropriate management of the forests that supplied fuel and rich forests 
remain today as a result; the Mining Area of the Great Copper Mountain in Falun (No. 
9) contains the material transportation route, or the coach track.  However, the economic 
impact of the metal resources produced at these mines was limited within Europe, on a 
much smaller scale compared to the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine, whose economic 
impact expanded beyond East Asia into the context and scale of world history.  At the 
same time, the Mines of Rammelsberg and the Historic Town of Goslar (No. 4) and 
Banská Štiavnica (No. 5) consist of properties that illustrate the process of 
modernization from water power to steam power, whereas the Iwami Ginzan Silver 
Mine consists of properties based on pre-modern-period traditional production 
processes.  There is a significant difference in the fundamental nature of these European 
examples and that of the nominated property..  Furthermore, the outstanding 
characteristics of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine consist in the fact that it contains the 
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whole ensemble of component features that are related to silver production: the mine, 
townscape, transportation route and ports for silver shipment. 

 
As is shown above, the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine exhibits outstanding value not 

only in its prominence in the context of large-scale mining development in Japan but 
also in its impact upon the history of the world, particularly 16th-century Japan and East 
Asia. 
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Comparative table 1. Similar properties within Japan 
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1600

 
                 

Innai Ginzan Mine / town 
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Kurokawa Kinzan Mine 
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Comparative table 2. Similar properties in other countries 
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Røros Town  
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Guanajuato Mine / town  
                  

Rammelsberg Mine / city 11c  
                 

Banská Štiavnica Mine / town 13c  
                 

Zacatecas Mine / town  
                  

Kutná Hora Town 13c  
                 

Las Médulas Mine 1c-
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A Comparative Study of Asian Silver Mine Sites 
 

 

An Overview of Silver Mining in East-Asia and its surrounding areas 
China  
It is generally believed that in China the practice of silver smelting started during the 

Zhanguo period (481BC – 221 BC), while the development of silver mines is thought to have 

begun during the Han dynasty (206 BC – 220 AD). Earlier, from the Chunqiu period (770 BC 

– 481 BC) through the Han dynasty period, China was in the Bronze Age; and research has 

confirmed that copper mines were in operation in such locations as Tonglushan in Daye 

County, Hubei Province and Tongling in Ruichang City, Jiangxi Province, while no records 

remain of silver mines from those years. 

 

Afterwards, Persian culture and Buddhism, both of which are characterized by the use of 

silver items, arrived in China via the Silk Road. This resulted in a substantial increase in 

domestic demand for silver. Then, supposedly, exploration and development of silver mines 

commenced during the Han dynasty, as mentioned above, and continued through the Wei, 

Jin, and Southern and Northern dynasties (220 AD - 581 AD) and into the Tang dynasty (618 

AD – 907 AD), during which time Chinese silver production kept increasing at a steady pace.  

 

Records from the Song dynasty (960 AD – 1279 AD) indicate that silver was in wide 

circulation during this period, with silver mines in operation in Jiangxi, Fujian, Henan, 

Zhejiang, Hunan, Guangdong, and Sichuan Provinces. Later, under the Yuan dynasty (1271 

AD - 1368 AD), mines were developed in additional locations, including Shandong and 

Hebei Provinces. 

 

Meanwhile, in the Liao dynasty (907 AD - 1125 AD), which was established in northeast 

China by the Khitan tribe, silver smelting facilities existed in Inner Mongolia and Liaoning, 

where archaeological remains of those structures have been discovered. The method of 

silver extraction employed during this period, when trade flourished between the dynasty 

and Persia along the Silk Road, appears to have been the same type of cupellation 

procedure as the one used in Europe. 

 

Later, during the period of the Ming dynasty (1368 AD – 1644 AD), the government adopted 

a silver standard system. This caused a surge in domestic demand for silver, prompting the 
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government to develop and operate silver mines in Hebei, Guangxi, and Yunnan Provinces, 

in addition to the locations mentioned above. As the 16th century began, however, domestic 

silver production started to decline as many of the mines became exhausted, causing a 

serious shortage in silver, which consequently attracted a massive influx of Japanese silver. 
Demand for silver continued to expand under the succeeding Qing dynasty (1644 AD - 1911 

AD), as the silver standard system introduced by the Ming became firmly established, while 

domestic silver output remained low. This made the Qing more dependent on imports, which 

now came from not only Japan but also Central and South America.  

 

According to historical documents found in China, there were 70 silver mines in operation 

under the Ming dynasty and 40 under the Qing dynasty, and half of those 40 were in Yunnan. 

Except for some slag heaps, however, no traces remain of the mining and smelting activities 

within the province, making it impossible to reconstruct a detailed picture of how silver was 

produced there. Another prominent source of silver in China seems to have existed 

somewhere in the vicinity of Fuan City, Fujian Province, which is marked as the site of a 

silver mine on the world map produced by Johan Blaeu and published in the Netherlands in 

1662. No further information is available on this property, however.  

 

With regard to the silver mining and smelting procedures used in ancient China, little 

information is available due to lack of research. From the materials found at the country's 

copper smelting ruins, however, it can be inferred that China's silver miners worked mostly 

underground, digging shafts and tunnels to access ore veins. Starting in the period of the 

Song dynasty (960 AD - 1279 AD), they used a unique excavation technique that involved 

heating and quenching bedrock blocks to trigger their disintegration. According to records 

from this period, those years also witnessed the emergence of a new type of cupellation 

method. While the earlier method entailed adding lead to crushed ore and extracting silver 

from the resultant alloy, the new procedure used sulfur instead of lead, making silver sulfide 

from which to obtain silver. The same technique is discussed in De Re Metallica, incidentally, 

a book on mining engineering written by German mineralogist Georgius Agricola and 

published in 1556. 

 

Neither of these features were found at Japan's silver mine sites, including Iwami Ginzan 

Silver Mine. Likewise, there is no sign that any of the mining and smelting principles and 

techniques developed in Japan were ever brought to China. 
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Korean Peninsula  
Korea's mineral resources are concentrated in the northern half of the peninsula, where, 

according to historical records, silver mines were operated in Hamgyong, Chagang, and 

Pyeongan Provinces during the 16th century. Hamgyong Province, incidentally, is home to 

Tanchon County, where the type of cupellation method introduced to Iwami Ginzan Silver 

Mine originated. The amount of silver produced from those mines, however, was fairly 

limited and was no match for that of the Iwami silver smuggled into the country, an issue of 

grave concern to the Yi dynasty (1392 AD – 1910 AD), according to historical sources.  

 

With regard to silver production procedures, there is no sign that the Japanese cupellation 

method, which was basically an improved version of the one used in Tanchon, was brought 

back to the peninsula during the 16th and the 17th centuries. 

 

Meanwhile, it is impossible to obtain any information on the current state of Korean mining 

ruins due to the absence of diplomatic relations between Japan and North Korea.  

 

Central Asia 
It is believed that production of silver began in the Caucasus, west of Central Asia, around 

4000 BC, and started to spread gradually into surrounding areas around 3000 BC. The use 

of silver, meanwhile, is likely to have begun in the eastern part of Central Asia by no later 

than 1000 BC, considering that, according to the results of historical research, silver arrived 

in India during the Mohenjo-Daro era (2600 BC - 1700 BC) and in China during the Chunqiu 

period (770 BC – 481BC). 

 

With regard to silver mining, there are several facts that seem to suggest its existence in 

ancient Central Asia. For example, copper was produced in the region, as has been 

confirmed by the discovery of a developed copper mine in Nileke County of Xinjiang Uygur 

Autonomous Region in the eastern part of Central Asia, dating back to the period of the Han 

dynasty (206 BC – 220 AD), while remnants of an ancient copper refinery are said to have 

been found along the Silk Road. Furthermore, it is known that the use of silver coins and 

silverware became widespread across the region during the period of Sassanid Persia (226 

AD – 651 AD). Notwithstanding these facts, however, it is impossible to locate any 

information on Central Asian silver mines at this moment. 

 

Another search for information on metal mining and smelting ruins within the region from the 

16th through the 17th centuries, the Age of Exploration, also yielded no results. 
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Southeast Asia  
Southeast Asia was long known as a major source of metals. From the 16th through the 17th 

centuries, for example, gold, along with pepper and other spices, was one of the principal 

exports of the region. Later, in the late 19th century, the Malay Peninsula became the world's 

largest source of tin as the mines in Selangor and Pahang, developed during the middle of 

the century, proved extremely productive. 

 

As for silver, it seems to have been produced in small quantities in the following locations, 

which are also home to gold mines that yielded great quantities of the metal during the 16th 

and the 17th centuries: the Minangkabau region of Central Sumatra, Indonesia; Pahang in 

the Malay Peninsula; West Kalimantan, Indonesian Borneo; Luzon, the Philippines; 

Vietnam; Laos; and northern Myanmar, where the Bawdwin Mine, Southeast Asia's richest 

silver mine, was situated. Historical records indicate that the amount of silver produced from 

Bawdwin amounted to three tons per year on average during the 15th through 18th centuries. 
The methods used in silver mining and smelting in this region appear to have come from 

Yunnan, China's mining mecca with close proximity to the region, but it is impossible to find 

any definitive proof of this hypothesis. 

 

Another search for information on silver mines on the Indian Continent, meanwhile, yielded 

no results whatsoever.  

 

 

A Mine Site Comparable to Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 
A Chinese mine that appeared comparable to Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine was inspected, and 

made the following observations. 

 

Mine Site in Mengshan (Shanggao County, Jiangxi Province, People's Republic 
of China)  
At 500 meters above sea level on the Mengshan mountain range, archaeological remains of 

silver mining and smelting activities have been found dating back to the Song through Ming 

dynasties. Covering an area of approximately 280,000 square meters, those materials, 

which are being managed by Jiangxi Provincial Cultural Relics Protection Institute, consist 

of 17 mine shafts and several hundred thousand tons of slag heaps, which also contain 

broken pieces of refining furnaces. Around the shafts are traces of open-pit mining and other 

activities. 
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Although the area is preserved in excellent condition and provides a clear picture of silver 

production activities from mining to smelting, no detailed research has been conducted on it. 

 

 
▲Mengshan Mine Site            ▲A Mine Shaft 

               

 

As has been seen, this research on 16th-19th century Asian silver mines found that no 

property that produced silver at the same period as Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine has been 

studied and documented. Another finding from this project is that while the silver produced 

from the Japanese mine had a notable impact on East Asian trade, the principles and 

techniques developed and used at Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine appear to have had no 

influence on mining and smelting activities in other parts of Asia. 
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No Name Country Time Period Note 

1 Tanchon North Korea 15th -17th 

Centuries 

Annals of Joseon Dynasty 

2 Mengshan 

ruins 

China 

(Jiangxi 

Province) 

Yuan, Song, 

Ming dynasties 

Inspection by Shimane 

Prefecture 

3 Lishui China 

(Zhejiang 

Province) 

Yuan through 

Ming dynasties 

Guo Zhan 

4 Unknown China 

(Fujian Province)

17th Century Johan Blaeu's World Map 

5 Jiangmen China 

(Guangdong 

Province) 

Ming dynasty Guo Zhan 

6 Bawdwin Mine Myanmar 15th -18th  

Centuries 

Developed in 1412  

Anthony Reid 

7 Tuyen Quang Vietnam 17th -18th  

Centuries 

Silver and Copper Deposits 

Tonan Ajia-Shi I 

8 Thai Nguyen Vietnam 17th -18th  

Centuries 

Silver and Copper Deposits 

Tonan Ajia-Shi I 

9 Unknown Philippines 17th Century Anthony Reid 

  



 

 
    Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine (Japan) 
 
    No 1246 
 
 
 
Official name as proposed  
by the State Party:   Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 
   and its Cultural Landscape 
 
Location:   Ohda City,  
   Shimane Prefecture 
 
Brief description:  
 
To the south-west of Honshu Island, just inland from the 
Sea of Japan, is a cluster of silver-bearing mountains, 
rising to 600 metres and interspersed by deep river valleys. 
The nominated sites include the archaeological remains of 
large-scale mines, smelting and refining sites and mining 
settlements on Mount Sennoyama and Mount Yôgaisan 
worked between the 16th and 20th centuries, parts of Kaidô 
transportation routes across the undulating plain at the foot 
of the mountains used to transport silver ore to the coast, 
and port towns from where the ore was shipped to Korea 
and China. The high quality of the silver resulting from the 
use of advanced cupellation techniques, and the quantity of 
silver mined, meant that at the height of their activity in the 
16th and 17th centuries, the mines contributed substantially 
to the overall economic development of Japan and south-
east Asia, and prompted the mass production of silver and 
gold in Japan. The mining area is now heavily wooded. 
 
Category of property:  
 
In terms of the categories of cultural property set out in 
Article 1 of the 1972 World Heritage Convention, this is a 
site. In terms of the Operational Guidelines for the 
Implementation of the World Heritage Convention 
(2 February 2005, annex 3) paragraph 47, it is also a cultural 
landscape. 
 
 
1. BASIC DATA 
 
Included in the Tentative List:  6 April 2001 
 
International Assistance from the World Heritage Fund for 
preparing the Nomination:  No 
 
Date received by 
the World Heritage Centre: 4 January 2006 
 
Background: This is a new nomination. 
 
Consultations: ICOMOS has consulted its International 
Scientific Committee on Historic Gardens – Cultural 
Landscapes.and TICCIH. IUCN has provided an 
evaluation of the natural attributes of the site. 
 
Technical Evaluation Mission:  15-21 October 2006 
 
Additional information requested and received from the 
State Party: ICOMOS sent a letter of request for additional 

information on 7 December 2006. The State party 
submitted additional information on 12 January 2007. 
 
Date of ICOMOS approval of this report: 21 January 2007 
 
 
2. THE PROPERTY 
 
Description  
 
The nominated property is a serial nomination of fourteen 
sites that demonstrate three aspects of silver mining 
production and transportation carried out on and near 
Mount Sennoyama and Mount Yôgaisan between the 16th 
and 20th centuries. The sites consist of archaeological 
remains of mining and processing of the Iwami Ginzan 
mine, their associated administration, settlements, and 
fortresses, shrines, parts of Kaidô transportation routes to 
the coast, Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Tomogauradô and Iwami 
Ginzan Kaidô Yunotsu-Okidomaridô, and three port 
towns, Tomogaura, Okidomari and Yunotsu, from where 
the ore was shipped. The nominated areas are joined 
together by the buffer zone. The nominated area extends to 
442 ha and the buffer zone 3,221 ha. 
 
Mount Sennoyama and Mount Yôgaisan are part of a chain 
of mountains rising to between 400 and 600 metres, 
interspersed with deep river valleys, set around 6 km 
inland from the Sea of Japan on the west of Honshi Island, 
the main island of Japan. Several of these mountains had 
deposits of silver and the seams began to be exploited in 
the 16th century by a merchant, Kamiya Jutei, working 
under the protection of the powerful Ôuchi family, a feudal 
clan who ruled the Iwami Region.  
 
For two centuries, the exported silver had a substantial 
effect on the economy of Southeast Asia and led to the 
mass production of both silver and gold in Japan. Such was 
the importance of the silver mine, that there were several 
insurrections between clans fighting for its control in the 
16th century. In the mid 17th century the Iwami Ginzan 
mine along with others was placed directly under political 
control, fenced and guarded.  
 
In its heyday, over 150 villages and towns housed workers 
for the Iwami Ginzan mine; for most of these only 
archaeological evidence remains. Refined ore from the 
mines was transported to the coast along two track ways 
between the undulating foothills. Three ports were 
developed to handle the export of the ore to Korea and 
China and high quality luxury goods, such as Chinese 
porcelain, timber and spices were imported. 
 
After the 1640s the mines started to decline as deeper and 
deeper seams had to be exploited, necessitating expensive 
water drainage, making production less profitable. From a 
highpoint of 1,000 to 2,000 kg production annually in the 
17th century, by the mid 19th century only around 100kg 
annually were being produced. The mines finally closed in 
1923. Since then the area has become largely covered in 
forest, some natural, part semi-natural and part bamboo, 
the latter reflecting the location of former settlements. No 
structures remain on the mountains from the 16th and 17th 
centuries, but in recent years archaeological excavations of 
around 1% of the site have revealed evidence for houses, 
administrative buildings and smelting sites. 
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The nominated property consists of remains and evidence 
for several separate facets of the mining and transportation 
processes: 
 
• Archaeological remains of: 
 

 Iwami Ginzan mine shafts and pits 
 Smelting and refining sites & workers’ housing 
 Ômori Ginzan settlements  
 Sites of three fortresses 

 
• Shrines, shrine sites, and tombstones 
 
• Two Kaidô transportation routes to the coast with 

wayside shrines: 
 

 Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Tomogauradô  
 Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Yunotsu-Okidomaridô  

 
• Three Port Towns: 
 

 Tomogaura 
 Okidomari  
 Yunotsu 

 
These are considered separately: 
 
• Archaeological remains of: 
 

 Iwami Ginzan mine shafts and pits 
 
Within the mining area known as Ginzan Sakunouchi, 
traces of digging cover almost the entire area of Mount 
Sennoyama. There is evidence of some 600 mine shafts 
and pits scattered around the wooded upper slopes of 
Mount Sennoyama and Mount Yôgaisan. These have all 
been mapped but not all are marked or in areas where the 
forest remains have been cleared. These remains can be 
broadly categorized into two types: traces of open pit 
digging and mine shafts dug into the ground. The former 
are distributed mainly in the area from the mountaintop of 
Mount Sennoyama to the valley to the south, whereas the 
latter can be seen almost anywhere in the valley. 
 
Large-scale mine shafts that were created at the peak of the 
prosperity of the Iwami Ginzan Silver are Ôkubo-mabu 
and Kamaya-mabu on the south slope of Mount 
Sennoyama and Ryûgenji-mabu in the northern slope. 
However, most of the other mine shafts are small with an 
entry measuring on average 90 cm in height by 60 cm in 
width.  
 
Underground archaeological techniques have not yet been 
used to investigate these shafts and determine the progress 
of mining from the earliest extraction pits. It is not entirely 
clear how far the mining ‘landscape’ extends; the area is 
now heavily wooded, with trees invading previously 
worked areas. From the early 17th century the mining area 
was enclosed with wood fences over a length of 8 km with 
up to 10 guard stations. In the mid-17th century, the wood 
fences were replaced by pine trees. This boundary has not 
so far been systematically investigated.  
 

 Mineral deposits 
 
The precise nature of the minerals at the Iwami Ginzan 
mine are not clear. Investigation elsewhere suggests that 

they may, in part, be linked to the Kuroko ‘black ore’ 
deposits. Clearer information is needed on the deposits 
worked, and the factors leading to the occurrence of native 
silver which provided the principal source of the metal 
prior to the introduction of cupellation.  
 

 Smelting and refining sites & workers’ housing 
 
Ore dressing, smelting and refining were carried out in 
workshops that were constructed on flat man-made terraces 
very near the mines. Over 1,000 of these have been 
identified, often accompanied by remains of stone walls 
and drainage conduits. Workshops were next to the living 
quarters – the two constituting the unit of production. 
 
In an area near the mountaintop, known as Ishigane Fujita, 
a few of the 16th to 18th century settlements have been 
excavated. Some of the flat sites display land divisions 
measuring 8–10m in width and 20m in depth that were 
aligned facing onto a 2m wide street. The furnace sites 
show a simple structure of a depression in the earth floor 
with a diameter of 1m or less. This type of furnace is called 
“earth floor type”, which is the typical style of furnaces 
that were used for smelting and refining in Japan. Among 
the excavated artefacts, is an iron pan that was used in the 
refining process and cupellated silver and lead, found in 
Ginzan Sakunouchi, which show that the cupellation-based 
refining method was used in the Iwami Ginzan mine. This 
method maximised the amount of silver recovered from the 
ores. 
 
Excavation at Miyanomae, at the northeast end of Ômori-
Ginzan (see below), has revealed remains of streets and 
buildings dating back to the period between the late 16th 
and early 17th century. In one building 24 furnaces in a 
small floor space indicates its use as a refining workshop.  
 

 Ômori Ginzan settlements  
 
To the north of Mount Sennoyama, Ginzan town was 
developed in the 16th and 17th centuries inside the fenced 
area of the mine. It provided administrative buildings and 
housing for merchants and some miners. Subsequently 
Ômori town was built in the 17th century immediately 
outside the fenced area. The Ômori-Ginzan area remains 
inhabited by local citizens. Two thirds of all Ômori-Ginzan 
buildings were lost in a fire in 1800, although many were 
reconstructed, notably the House of the Kumagai family 
and the Daikansho Site, the administration office where the 
magistrate governed the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine from 
the 17th to the mid-19th century. The latter was largely 
dismantled in 1879 but the gatehouse and attached row 
houses remain. 
 
Ômori has more historic fabric than Ginzan. Ginzan only 
retains a modest collection of pre-1926 buildings (i.e. 
roughly the period of mining), and some from the Edo 
period (pre-1868). In terms of the peak period for the mine 
(1530s-1640), there is insufficient data to suggest how 
many buildings might have survived.  
 

 Sites of three fortresses 
 
In order to protect the new mines in the first half of the 16th 
century, three fortresses were built on three separate peaks, 
Yataki-jô and Yahazu-jô to the west of the mine, and 
Iwami-jô to the north. In the 17th century the silver mine 
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was fenced and the fortresses fell out of use. Stone terraces 
and dry moats remain, although the forest has now largely 
grown over the sites. 
 
• Shrines, shrine sites, and tombstones 
 
Four shrines and 63 religious sites, most with no remaining 
buildings, have been identified in the mining area, 
remnants of the “100 silver mine temples”, that were said 
to exist at the peak of the prosperity of the mine. The 
Sahimeyama-jinja, which enshrines the guardian deities of 
the mine, is located near the entrance to the mine area in 
Mount Sennoyama. It was constructed in 1434 and re-built 
in the early-19th century. It is still used for annual festivals 
celebrated by local citizens in April and September.  
 
Rakan-ji Gohyakurakan in the Ômori Area is a religious 
site which enshrines stone statues of Buddha and rakan in 
three alcoves carved in the bedrock, with tripartite Buddha 
images in the central alcove and 250 rakan images each in 
the right and left alcoves. It was completed in 1766. The 
rakan statues and other stone images are works of the 
Tsubouchi Family, a school of stonemasons who resided in 
Fukumitsu Village.  
 
As mining ended some 80 years ago, the main reasons for  
worship at the shrines such as Sahimeyama have ceased. 
There are however a few resident priests, and specific 
songs related to mining survive in the memory of some 
people, although the extent to which these are being passed 
on to younger generations is not clear. 
 
In addition, near to the shrines, are a number of cemeteries, 
with over 6,000 tombstones and memorial monuments 
built for those who died in these areas. 
 
• Two Kaidô transportation routes to the coast with 

wayside shrines: 
 

 Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Tomogauradô  
 Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Yunotsu-Okidomaridô  

 
In the early 16th century as the new mine developed so too 
was the transportation route some 7.5km in length to 
Tomogaura port on the coast.. At the end of the 16th 
century Tomogaura was overtaken as a port by Yunotsu 
further to the south, and a new route, 12km in length was 
established. Half a century later again Okidomari 
immediately across the estuary from Yunotsu was 
developed and a branch of the route put in place to serve 
this new main port.  
 
Both routes continued to flourish until the mid 19th century 
when a new route to Nima Town was established (not part 
of the nomination) and the rail road begun to take traffic. 
The old routes continue in use as pedestrian or vehicle 
routes. Sections of Kaidô which have been damaged by 
subsequent works have not been included as core areas, 
although the alignment of the routes is included within the 
buffer zone. The routes are dotted with stone stupas, small 
shrines, small Buddha halls, etc., which were built by 
people who passed along the route, or by local citizens 
praying for safety. 
 
• Three Port Towns 
 

The three ports that served the silver mines seem to have 
been existing ports that were developed to take extra trade. 
Tomogaura, then Yonotsu and finally Okidomari were in 
turns the main ports for export of silver and import of 
luxury goods. 
 

 Tomogaura 
 
The port has mooring devices on the south coast that were 
carved out of the rock cliff. The sandy beach at the inner 
end of the harbour is the place where silver ore and silver 
were loaded onto ships. 
 
Rectangular land divisions, developed in stepped platforms 
on both sides of the street still remain, now with about 20 
wooden houses standing side by side. A place that was 
used for temporary storage of silver ore still survives as 
well as the site of a checkpoint to watch over people and 
goods. There are a handful of Edo buildings and two from 
the Meiji. The oldest two buildings are from 1854. Seven 
out of 29 buildings date from before 1923. 
 

 Okidomari  
 
During the approximately 40-year period in the latter half 
of the 16th century when the silver mine was under the rule 
of the feudal clan, the Môri Family, the port served not 
only for the shipment of refined silver but also as the base 
for marine troops of the Môri Family. 
 
The settlement retains the rectangular land divisions that 
date back to the 16th century with groups of buildings such 
as wooden houses and storehouses. There is one building 
from 1526, a number from the Edo period, and a couple 
from the Meiji period. Sixteen out of 24 buildings date 
from before 1923. 
 

 Yunotsu 
 
Currently the buildings that form the townscape consist of 
some pre-19th century buildings, and 19th and 20th century 
constructions. Many of the houses of powerful merchants 
who made their fortune in the cargo shipping business, 
were found on the western section of the valley, close to 
the port. Four temples constructed after the 14th century are 
located at the ends of small valleys that extend from the 
main valley to the north and south. A number of the 
shrines which currently stand along the main street used to 
be located on slopes in the background of the town until 
they were relocated in the early 18th century.  
 
History and development 
 
According to the dossier, although there is some evidence 
to suggest that the silver seams were known in the 14th 
century, the Iwami Ginzan Silver bearing seams were 
‘discovered’ in 1526, and almost immediately developed 
by Kamiya Jutei, a powerful merchant of Hakata, then the 
largest trading port in Japan. Jutei operated under the 
protection of the Ôuchi family, a feudal clan who 
controlled the Iwami region and whose wealth was based 
on trade with China and Korea. Around 1533 the more 
efficient ‘cupellation’ smelting technique was introduced 
to the mines possibly from Korea, and this dramatically 
increased the output of the mines to the extent that the in 
the late 1530s, the amount of silver which was offered as 

 48



 

the tribute to the Ôuchi Family increased from 16 to 80 kg 
per year.  
 
In the 1530s and 1540s, the Ôuchi family’s authority of the 
silver mines was repeatedly challenged by neighbouring 
land owners who fought for control of the highly profitable 
mines. The three fortresses around the mines date from this 
time. In the 1550s the Amago family took control for ten 
years followed by the Môri family in 1561. The Môri 
family established their vassals in the surrounding area and 
created two new routes to the newly developed ports of 
Yunotsu and Okidomari.  
 
After a series of national wars over the next twenty years, 
Tokugawa Ieyasu, became the ultimate victor. In 1600 he 
took over the seat of power, establishing the Tokugawa 
Edo Shogunate and expropriated gold mines and silver 
mines throughout Japan. Okubo Nagayasu was appointed 
to administer the mines and developed new shafts and 
increased silver production. The mine business was run by 
mining directors called yamashi, who paid silver as 
commission to the Edo Shogunate. Yasuhara Dembei, the 
yamashi who operated the Kamaya-mabu and other mine 
shafts under contract with the Tokugawa Family around 
1600-1602, paid 13,500 kg of silver in one year to the Edo 
Shogunate. The digging of silver ore was carried out by 
miners who were employed under contract to the yamashi 
although few details are available to suggest whether 
miners were indentured or self regulated.  
 
The early 17th century was the heyday of the mines with as 
many as ten thousand people employed. The Dutch and 
English furthered international trade and within Japan 
relatively settled times led to the flourishing of towns 
which further increased demand for silver. Silver 
production was operated by the private capital of the 
yamashi.  
 
In the mid 17th century administration of the silver mine 
and its surrounding area came under the control of a 
magistrate deployed by the central national government, 
the Edo Shogunate, and this further increased output. Few 
specific silver production figures are provided in the 
nomination dossier and no quantitative information is 
available to provide a clearer impression of the impact of 
the mine on the economies of the wider region.  
 
The silver production at the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 
reached its peak in the 1620s–1640s and started to decline 
gradually after that. As mine shafts were dug deeper into 
the ground, it became more difficult to work and more 
costly to drain out water, making silver production less 
profitable. In 1691, 63 of a total of 92 mine shafts were 
closed; in 1729, 74 of a total of 129 mine shafts were 
closed; and in 1823, 247 of a total of 279 mine shafts were 
not in operation. The silver production that had averaged 
1,000 to 2,000 kg annually in the late 17th century 
decreased to 100 kg or so in the mid-19th century.  
 
After the Edo Shogunate fell in 1868, the Iwami Ginzan 
Silver Mine was privatized in 1869 by the new national 
government. In 1887, a private company named Fujitagumi 
resumed operation of the silver mine and renamed it Ômori 
Kôzan (Ômori mine). In 1895, a refinery was constructed 
at Shimizudani, introducing western technology, but it was 
closed after little more than one year. In its place, another 
refinery was constructed at Kôjidani at the western foot of 

Mount Yôgaisan, where smelting and refining, mainly of 
copper but also of gold and silver, was carried out. 
However, because the price of copper dropped and cheap 
copper started to be imported after World War I, the mine 
was forced to close in 1923. Later in 1942, an attempt was 
made to reopen the mine to meet the demand for metal 
during World War II, but this failed due to damage from a 
typhoon in 1943. 
 
Details of the history of the mines in relation to its political 
context cannot be matched by equivalent detail for the 
history of technological transfer to the rapidly developing 
mines in Japan. The transfer of the ‘cupellation’ to other 
silver mines in Japan is noted in the dossier but little is 
available on the impact of other mining and smelting 
techniques. Evidence for how cupellation was transferred 
to Japan, how it spread within Japan, the origins of this 
technique as used in Japan, and its relationship to the 
cupellation technique known in the west since antiquity, 
are not available.  
 
The dossier does not relate the technology to 
archaeological evidence – although as yet very little of the 
mines have been explored. Thus it is not possible to detail 
neither how technology developed within Japan in its long 
period of isolation from Western influences nor whether 
this was pioneering, as suggested in the dossier. Nor can 
the history of Iwami Ginzan’s role as perhaps the major 
supplier of newly mined silver in Japan and its impact on 
its commerce and that of its neighbours, be set down. 
There appears to be strong evidence that Japanese silver 
exports in the 17th century increased to compensate for the 
decline of those in Latin America, but supporting evidence 
is unavailable. 
 
 
3. OUTSTANDING UNIVERSAL VALUE, 
INTEGRITY AND AUTHENTICITY 
 
Integrity and Authenticity 
 
Integrity 
 
Surveys undertaken have shown that all the silver mining 
sites are within the core zone and there is no evidence in 
the buffer zone. 
 
The core zone boundary around Ômori-Ginzan is drawn 
tightly around the town area and does not extend to include 
the forested valley slopes. The distinctively linear town 
stretching along the valley floor has developed because of 
the flanking ranges, which are a dominating feature of the 
town. Viewed as a landscape, it is hard to consider the 
town without including the flanking ranges. Accordingly, 
ICOMOS considers that consideration should be given to 
including the flanking ranges, to the ridgeline either side, 
as part of the core area. 
 
The core zone boundary of the harbour at Yunotsu 
excludes what would have presumably been the historic 
landing area, now modified, as well as the harbour itself. 
This boundary treatment contrasts with the other port 
towns. ICOMOS considers that this issue should be subject 
to further consideration with a view to including the inner 
harbour to the high water mark, as well as the presumed 
historic landing area. 
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The built fabric of the towns display moderate integrity in 
terms of the significant period related to mining (1526-
1923). Some towns are more intact than others: the Ômori 
section of Ômori-Ginzan displaying much higher integrity 
than the Ginzan section and Tomogaura for example. In 
terms of the peak period for the mine (1530s-1640), there 
is insufficient data to draw many conclusions. Some 
buildings remain from this period, some are early 19th 
century reconstructions of earlier buildings lost, for 
example by fire around 1800, and many seem later. In the 
case of Tomogaura, there are no buildings earlier than 
1854. 
 
ICOMOS considers that the integrity of the silver mining 
sites is moderately intact; the  current boundaries do not 
fully enclose all the essential elements and settings of the 
ports and settlements and in the settlements many of the 
building post-date the period when the mines were active 
 
Authenticity 
 
The silver mining sites (mining/smelting/refining) are 
largely archaeological sites and are authentic. The 
transportation routes express their function. They continue 
in use as pedestrian or vehicle routes. It is noted that those 
sections of the Kaidô which have been damaged by 
subsequent works have not been included as core areas, 
although the alignment of the routes are included within 
the buffer zone. Some sections of the Kaidô display 
apparently early design features and materials such as 
drains or steps, and these have a high degree of 
authenticity. However, other sections have been 
modernised, such as with bitumen paving, and the 
authenticity in terms of form, design, materials and feeling 
is reduced. 
 
The ports themselves, (as opposed to their adjoining 
towns) express their function. There are some features such 
as the carved stone mooring points which are believed to 
be very early. There have also been modern changes such 
as the construction of concrete wharfs and boat ramps 
which reduce the authenticity in terms of form, design and 
materials. 
 
The settlements, including the port towns themselves, 
again express their function but also in varying degrees 
their form, design, materials, location and setting. 
 
When it comes to individual buildings within the towns, 
again their state of conservation varies and so too their 
authenticity. The best examples appear to display a high 
level of authenticity, such as the Kumagai House in Ômori-
Ginzan or the Ebisu Shrine in Okidomari. But there are 
other examples where the authenticity has been 
diminished. 
 
The castle sites are largely archaeological sites although 
some earthworks are discernible (e.g. moats and terraces). 
These sites are authentic. 
 
Overall ICOMOS considers that the archaeological sites 
have authenticity but that authenticity is patchy for the 
transportation routes and within the ports, where many of 
the structures post-date the silver mining period. 
 
Comparative analysis 
 

The dossier provided information on other mining sites in 
Japan and other mining sites already inscribed on the 
World Heritage list. What was not provided was any 
comparison with other mining sites outside Japan and in 
the same geo-cultural area in order to understand more 
fully the links between the Iwami Ginzan site and those in 
Korea and Central Asia. A request to the State Party for 
further information on mines in south-east Asia yielded 
information on mines in China, Korea and further west in 
Asia. 
 
In China the development of silver mines is thought to 
have begun during the Han Dynasty (206 BC – 220 AD). 
In the Song Dynasty (960 AD – 1279 AD) silver mines 
were in operation in Jiangxi, Fujian, Henan, Zhejiang, 
Hunan, Guangdong, and Sichuan Provinces. During the 
Yuan dynasty new mines were developed in Shandong and 
Hebei Provinces. The adoption of a silver standard system 
in the Ming Dynasty (1368 AD – 1644 AD) caused a surge 
in domestic demand for silver, prompting the development 
of mines in Hebei, Guangxi, and Yunnan Provinces. There 
is some evidence for the use of cupellation techniques in 
China – but different from those in Japan. 
 
It is suggested that by the 16th century many mines were 
becoming exhausted and thus there was a market for silver 
in China from Japan and Central and Southern America. 
Lack of research into the mines in China makes it difficult 
to draw comparisons or to analyse exchange. However it is 
suggested that there was no transfer of technologies 
between China and Japan. 
 
In Korea, silver mines were operated in Hamgyong, 
Chagang, and Pyeongan Provinces during the 16th century. 
Hamgyong Province is where it is suggested that the type 
of cupellation method introduced to Iwami Ginzan Silver 
Mine originated. The amount of silver produced from those 
mines was limited and no match for Iwami silver smuggled 
into the country, an issue of grave concern to the Yi 
dynasty (1392 AD – 1910 AD), according to historical 
sources. There is no sign that the Japanese cupellation 
method was brought back to the Korean peninsula during 
the 16th and the 17th centuries. 
 
Mention is made of silver mining in Central Asia where 
large quantities of silver were mined for coins. It is said in 
the supplementary information that there is no evidence for 
silver mines in Central Asia.  ICOMOS is aware that mines 
do exist, although few have been investigated. 
 
Mention is also made of other mines in south-east Asia 
such as in northern Myanmar, where the Bawdwin Mine, 
Southeast Asia's richest silver mine, was situated. Silver 
produced from Bawdwin amounted to three tons per year 
on average during the 15th through 18th centuries. The 
methods used in silver mining and smelting in this region 
appear to have come from Yunnan, China. 
 
The complementary research has shown that while silver 
produced from the Japanese mine had a notable impact on 
East Asian trade, the principles and techniques developed 
and used at Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine appear to have had 
no influence on mining and smelting activities in other 
parts of Asia. There is thus no evidence for extensive 
interchange of ideas. 
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What has not been provided is more evidence from within 
Japan to enable a better understanding of the way 
technology transfer was developed and whether this was 
exceptional, and on the effect of the Iwami-Ginzan silver 
mines in Japan and on trade with Europe and its 
relationship with Latin America. It is thus difficult to 
evaluate the impact the mines had within Japan and across 
the world. 
 
Justification of the Outstanding Universal Value 
 
The State Party considers that the Iwami-Ginzan Silver mines 
and their cultural landscape are considered to have 
outstanding universal value as they: 
 
• produced a large amount of silver in the 16th and 17th 

centuries, and triggered the mass production of gold 
and silver in Japan through the spread of its mining 
techniques to other mines throughout Japan;  

 
• exerted significant influence upon the history of the 

exchange of goods and communications among 
civilizations, not only between the nations of East 
Asia but also between East and West, reaching as far 
as Europe; 

 
• contain archaeological sites that illustrate how the 

silver production was begun in the 16th century by 
applying a cupellation refining technique that had 
been traditional in East Asia and show how it evolved 
into a system of labour-intensive small businesses 
that carried out the full sequence of processes from 
digging to refining, succeeding in the large-scale 
production of high quality silver, in an environment 
now covered with mountain forests and bamboo 
groves; and, 

 
• demonstrate a land-use system unique to the silver 

mine and which fully represents the entire scope of 
the silver mine operations, from silver production to 
shipment that continued for nearly 400 years from the 
early 16th century to the early 20th century. 

 
The State Party suggests that the property is not only a “relict 
mining landscape”, but also in part a “continuing landscape” 
in which aspects of the original functions of the silver mine 
operation are still retained in the present lives and livelihoods 
of the contemporary local citizens. 
 
Criteria under which inscription is proposed 
 
The property is nominated on the basis of criteria ii, iii and 
v. 
 
Criterion ii: The State Party asserts that during the Age of 
Discovery, in the 16th and early 17th centuries, the large 
production of silver by the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine 
resulted in significant commercial and cultural exchanges 
between Japan and the trading countries of East Asia and 
Europe. 
 
In the broad view, the quest for noble metals was a 
determining factor for world civilisation. Thus the instance 
of the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine can be fitted into this 
framework. It does not seem, however, that the nominated 
property is an exceptional case which determined ideas and 
traditions of an international range. The detailed evidence to 

substantiate this has not been produced to justify how the 
mines exhibit an important interchange of human values on 
developments in architecture or technology, over a span of 
time within a cultural area of the world. More work would 
be needed to establish the precise way in which the silver 
mines operated as an enterprise and the effect they had on 
the economy of Japan and on Europe and the wider world. 
 
ICOMOS considers that this criterion has not been justified. 
 
Criterion iii: The State Party considers that the technological 
developments in metal mining and production in Japan 
resulted in the evolution of a successful system based on 
small-scale labour-intensive units covering the entire range of 
skills from digging to refining. It is further stated that the 
political and economic isolation of Japan during the Edo 
Period (1603 to 1868) impeded the introduction of 
technologies developed in Europe during the Industrial 
Revolution. This, coupled with the exhaustion of 
commercially viable silver-ore deposits, resulted in the 
cessation of mining activities by traditional technologies in 
the area in the second half of the 19th century, leaving the site 
with well-preserved archaeological traces of those activities. 
 
In order to justify how the silver mining landscape bears a 
unique or at least exceptional testimony to a cultural 
tradition or to a civilization which has disappeared, 
ICOMOS considers that more detailed research would be 
needed to show how the mining arrangements at the site 
were developed and how they reflect an exceptional 
occurrence of a mining tradition in their geo-cultural area. 
 
ICOMOS considers that this criterion has not been justified. 
 
Criterion v: The State Party considers that the abundant traces 
of the silver production - such as mines, smelting and refining 
sites, transportation routes, and port facilities - that have 
survived virtually intact in the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine, are 
now concealed to a large extent by the mountain forests that 
have reclaimed the landscape. The resulting relict landscape, 
which includes the surviving settlements of the people related 
to the silver production, bears dramatic witness to historic 
land-uses of outstanding universal value. 
 
ICOMOS considers that the mining activities have had a 
distinctive impact on the landscape and the remains reflect 
mining, smelting, transportation and associated 
settlements. However to justify the property as an 
outstanding example of a traditional human settlement, and 
interaction with the environment, ICOMOS considers that 
more research is needed to demonstrate how the mining 
activities created an outstanding landscape. 
 
ICOMOS considers that this criterion has not been justified. 
 
Criterion iv was not suggested by the State Party. Further 
research will indicate whether this criterion would be 
relevant or not. 
 
In conclusion, ICOMOS does not consider that 
Outstanding Universal Value has been justified or the 
nominated criteria have been justified.  
 
 
4. FACTORS AFFECTING THE PROPERTY 
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Pollution 
 
Pollution is a potential problem. The dossier emphasises 
the contemporary re-use of spoil from the workings, 
including smelting slag and, presumably, the tailings from 
ore preparation. The current levels for lead, zinc and other 
heavy metals such as cadmium are not detailed. The spoil 
heaps found on other mining sites may not be present but 
their contents have been dispersed around the site and do 
present a potential hazard. 
 
Empty town properties 
 
Although this seems to be an issue for many rural towns in 
Japan, the empty houses in the four towns are an issue in 
terms of the ongoing conservation of the towns and the 
vitality and viability of the communities. 
 
In Yunotsu and Ômori 40 out of 200 houses in each are 
vacant; in Tomogaura and Okidomari 10 are vacant out of 
20 each. In Ômori-Ginzan however, there have been some 
returning people as well as some leaving – resulting in a 
balance. 
 
Impact of tree roots on archaeological sites and structures 
 
Current or future forest regrowth could result in damage to 
archaeological sites and to structures such as retaining 
walls. Currently this is not perceived as an issue by the 
management authorities. ICOMOS considers that a further 
review of this issue should be undertaken to ensure the 
appropriate management policy is in place for the long 
term conservation of mining features. 
 
Modern development 
 
Modern changes to the ports such as the construction of 
concrete wharfs and boat ramps could impact on the 
authenticity of the port remains. 
 
New motorway 
 
The dossier includes details of a new motorway to bypass 
Route 9 planned to be constructed partly in the nominated 
area and partly in the buffer zone of Iwami-jô, Iwami 
Ginzan Kaidô Tomogauradô and Yunotsu-Okidomaridô. 
 
An environmental impact assessment has been prepared 
which includes a landscape assessment component. 
Negotiations will take place to reduce any impact. In the 
case of the Tomogaura Kaidô, dense vegetation shields 
views of the proposed road. In the case of the Yunotsu 
Kaidô, the road will be visible (as the existing road is) 
however trees have been planted to screen these views. 
Construction started in 2006. Part of the road will be in a 
tunnel. 
 
Extraction of clay  
 
In the buffer zone to the south of Ginzan Sakunouchi, a 
project for the procurement of clay for roof tiles is planned. 
It is stated that this will respect the constraints in place in 
the buffer zone to protect the OUV of the nominated site. 
Consideration needs also to be given to the potential 
archaeological of the site. 
 
Overhead wires 

 
Overhead wires and electricity poles in Ômori-Ginzan are 
conscious. 
 
Climate change 
 
No details are given in the dossier about the impact of 
climate change. However the area is already vulnerable to 
the impact of heavy rain and coastal erosion – both of 
which could be exacerbated by climate change. The ports 
in particular would be damaged by a rise in sea levels. 
 
Risk preparedness 
 
The property is vulnerable to earthquakes, typhoons or 
heavy rains – all of which could cause land-slides, and 
damage to trees and buildings. 
 
As a preventive measure, earthquake-proof reinforcements 
have been applied to buildings at the time of other repair 
work. Part of the area is designated for coastal erosion 
control area, in which preventive measures to reduce the 
risk of flood damage are being taken through construction 
of erosion-control dams and river infrastructure 
constructions. 
 
For preparedness against damage from fires to buildings, 
cisterns are available for use by local people and fire 
brigades have been organized. 
 
In conclusion ICOMOS considers that the main risks to the 
property arise from the nature of the archaeological 
remains and the socio-economic forces which are creating 
empty town properties. ICOMOS considers that further 
details need to be provided on future road building 
programmes. 
 
 
5. PROTECTION, CONSERVATION AND 
MANAGEMENT 
 
Boundaries of the nominated property and buffer zone 
 
As set out under authenticity above, ICOMOS considers 
that the core zone boundary around Ômori-Ginzan is 
drawn too tightly around the town area and consideration 
should be given to including the flanking ranges, to the 
ridgeline either side, as part of the core area. 
 
ICOMOS also considers that at the harbour at Yunotsu, 
further consideration should be given to including the inner 
harbour to the high water mark, as well as the presumed 
historic landing area. 
 
Ownership 
 
The site is owned by National, Prefecture and City 
governments and by private owners. 
 
Protection 
 
Legal Protection 
 
The component features of the property are designated as 
an Important Cultural Property or a Historic Site under 
Article 27 and Article 109 of the Law for the Protection of 
Cultural Properties, respectively, and selected as an 
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Important Preservation District for Groups of Historic 
Buildings under Article 142 of the same law. The buffer 
zone is currently protected under a landscape ordinance of 
the City. 
 
It is the owners or custodial bodies of the Important 
Cultural Properties and Historic Sites that manage, repair 
and open them to the public for promotion purposes in an 
appropriate manner. Alterations to the existing state of 
buildings designated as Important Cultural Properties or 
areas designated as Historic Sites as well as actions that 
will affect their preservation are legally restricted and 
require the prior permission of the Commissioner of the 
Agency for Cultural Affairs. 
 
ICOMOS considers that the protective measures for the 
property are adequate. 
 
Conservation 
 
History of Conservation   
Consolidation of the excavated mine areas was undertaken 
at Ginzan Sakunouchi in 1977-1978 and 2001.  
 
Conservation work has been carried out on houses with 
heritage designations in the towns. For instance the House 
of the Kumagai Family was restored between 2000 and 
2005. At the Daikansho Site, repair work with partial 
dismantlement was conducted on the front gate, the row 
houses and clay walls in 1969, 1977-1978, and 1991-1992.   
 
Present state of conservation 
 
The silver mining sites (mining/smelting/refining) as 
archaeological sites appear to be in good condition, 
although the impact of tree roots is a matter of concern. 
 
Although the transportation routes are in fair to good 
condition, in at least some cases the track features (drains, 
steps and track route) are somewhat deteriorated or eroded. 
 
The ports are in fair condition. The settlements and related 
buildings, including the port towns, are in poor to good 
condition. In some cases, such as Ômori-Ginzan and 
perhaps Yunotsu, the condition appears fair to good, 
although in Yunotsu there are decaying wooden buildings. 
The best of the buildings, such as the Kumagai House, are 
in very good condition. However, in such places as 
Tomogaura, the condition of buildings appears much less 
satisfactory. These places have only recently received a 
heritage designation and thus conservation work has only 
just started and is yet to have much of an impact. 
 
The castle sites as archaeological sites appear in good 
condition, although the impact of vegetation probably 
needs monitoring and management to ensure no impact, as 
for the mining sites. 
 
Overall the dossier may be a little too optimistic in places.  
 
ICOMOS considers that the property would have benefited 
from more conservation work before being nominated. 
 
Management 
 
In order to manage the fourteen component features as one 
whole cultural landscape, a strategic preservation and 

management plan has been created. If the site is inscribed, 
a preservation and management system will be 
implemented in the context of the whole property, and a 
World Heritage Management Committee will also come 
into existence. This will be set up by Ohda City in 
consultation with Shimane Prefecture, and will involve 
relevant departments. The Management Committee will 
have the benefit of advice from the Iwami Ginzan Silver 
Mine Investigation and Maintenance Committee, and will 
consult with the Shimane Prefecture Council for the 
Protection of Cultural Properties, the Ohda City Council 
for the Protection of Cultural Properties, the Ohda City 
Preservation Council for Preservation Districts for Groups 
of Historic Buildings, and the Ohda City Landscape 
Conservation Council. In addition, the Ômori Town 
Cultural Properties Preservation Association allows 
collaboration with owners and residents in management 
issues. Local communities have been involved in the 
nomination process, and they will be actively involved in 
the ongoing management of the site components. There 
appeared to be strong local support for the nomination. 
 
ICOMOS has some concerns over the integration and 
effectiveness of decision-making given the complexity of 
administrative, legal, technical and consultative 
arrangements; it is also concerned that the management 
system will only come into effect if the property is 
inscribed.  
 
There are four management plans for the site. A 
“comprehensive” preservation/management plan for the 
overall site, as well as plans for the mine site, Ômori-
Ginzan and Yunotsu. The plans are general rather than 
offering specific actions to be taken. However, 
conservation and maintenance work consistent with these 
plans has been undertaken or is in progress. 
 
Nevertheless ICOMOS considers that the following 
aspects of management need greater attention: 
 

• Development of an active periodic monitoring 
program for the site (rather than just the 
current proposed opportunistic monitoring). 

 
• Development and implementation of 

appropriate tourism management strategies, 
including managing the site carrying capacity, 
and traffic and pedestrian management. A 
proposed tourism management plan is due to 
be completed in March 2007. Currently the 
site has only minimal interpretation. 

 
• Management of the natural changes to the 

forest landscape and how this may change an 
appreciation of the relict mining landscape. 

 
• Development of management approaches to 

the potential impact of tree roots on the silver 
mining sites as archaeological sites, as well as 
on structures (e.g. retaining walls). 

 
• Monitoring of water pollution from the mines. 

 
A GIS system to record the site has been under 
development for 10 years. It is comprehensive for the core 
zone and includes both spatial and text data. It is updated 
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every year; a future task will be to integrate it with the 
planning database. 
 
Resources, including staffing levels, expertise and training 
 
Ohda City manages the fund for the protection of the 
Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine, in accordance with its 
ordinances; private capital is also provided to this fund. 
For the remainder of the property, conservation and 
maintenance is the responsibility of private owners who are 
eligible for grants up to 82.5% from the national 
government and Shimane Prefecture for designated 
structures. 
 
In the past 5 years ¥1.8B has been provided to the 
nominated site. This is expected to diminish a little in 
future years but continued funding seems to be assured. 
 
However, there appear to be issues about the resources 
available for conservation compared to the needs/demand. 
ICOMOS is also concerned that the full implications of the 
management of the underground remains and the impact of 
tree growth in the archaeological remains have yet to be 
fully explored. 
 
ICOMOS considers that the management system for the 
property could be adequate once implemented if it were 
supplemented by more specific strategies for the aspects 
outlined above.  
 
 
6. MONITORING 
 
Four monitoring indicators have been developed:  
 
1. The state of conservation in terms of the significance 
and authenticity.  
 
2. The effectiveness of the management system. 
 
3. The impact of visitor and tourism pressures, 
environmental pressures, natural disasters and development 
pressures upon the property and its buffer zone.  
 
4. Achievement in developing the property and its buffer 
zone, as an internationally-oriented resort in harmony with 
the historic environment. 
 
Each of these has sub-categories. The monitoring is mostly 
carried out annually by Ohda City.  
 
 
7. CONCLUSIONS 
 
A unique combination of mining and smelting/refining 
sites, along with dedicated settlements and mountain-top 
fortresses, within a defined boundary, plus the surviving 
lines of shipment to the coast and their cultural links, make 
the Iwami Ginzan a strong candidate for inscription as a 
World Heritage property. The role of insular development 
of technology in the expansion of mining in Japan, and the 
impact of silver production on a scale comparable with that 
from Europe and Latin America in the 16th / 17th centuries, 
make it of potential international importance. However, 
further research is needed for the reality behind the 
importance of the site to be fully revealed and presented in 
support of the nomination.  

 
There are a number of aspects to the property which bear 
comparison with, and complement, other mining sites on 
the World Heritage list, particularly in respect of the 
cultural linkages. Some aspects, like the insular 
development of mining technology, are perhaps unique at 
an international level.  
 
Given the overall situation with the property, the 
impression is that the nomination would have been much 
stronger if it were made in a few years time. By then, 
further research could have been carried out and a range of 
tasks completed, such as the tourism management plan. 
Tomogaura, as well as other places, could have benefited 
from several years more conservation effort. 
 
Recommendations with respect to inscription 
 
ICOMOS recommends that the examination of the 
nomination of Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine and its Cultural 
Landscape, Japan, to the World Heritage List be deferred 
in order to allow the State Party time to: 
 

• Investigate more fully the development and 
application of technology at the mines; 

 
• Investigate the overall impact of the mining 

enterprises in the region and further afield in 
order to establish whether the property has the 
potential to demonstrate outstanding universal 
value as a site that had a substantial impact 
outside its own area in terms of technological 
change, economic leverage and cultural 
exchange.  

 
ICOMOS also recommends that attention is given to 
putting in place the proposed management arrangements, 
completing the tourism and interpretation plan, and 
continuing with conservation work on historic structures.  
 
ICOMOS further recommends that a more detailed 
archaeological strategy is developed to address the 
consolidation of underground remains vis a vis the 
encroaching tree cover, and the investigation of water 
pollution, and that strategies to address new motorways 
and possible clay mining are adopted. 
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Map showing the boundaries of the nominated property 



 
 

Aerial view of Mount Senoyama 
 
 

 
 

Remains of mine shaft, Kamaya-mabu 



 
 

Street of Omori-Ginzan 
 
 

 
 

Rakan-ji Gohyakurakan 



 
 

Remains of stone pavement (Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Yunotsu-Okidomaridô) 
 
 

 
 

Aerial view of Tomogaura 



 

 
    Mine d’argent de Iwami Ginzan    
    (Japon) 
 
    No 1246 
 
 
 
Nom officiel du bien tel que  
proposé par l’État partie :  Mine d’argent de Iwami
   Ginzan et son paysage  
   culturel 
 
Lieu :   Ohda, préfecture de Shimane 
 
Brève description :  
 
Dans le sud-ouest de l’île de Honshu, juste à l’intérieur des 
terres bordées par la mer du Japon, un ensemble de 
montagnes riches en minerai d’argent s’élèvent à 600 
mètres d’altitude et sont entrecoupées de profondes vallées 
fluviales. Les sites proposés pour inscription abritent les 
vestiges archéologiques de vastes mines, de sites de fonte 
et de raffinage et de peuplements miniers sur le mont 
Sennoyama et le mont Yôgaisan, en usage du XVIe au 
XXe siècles, des tronçons des routes de transport Kaidô 
traversant la plaine ondulante au pied des montagnes par 
lesquelles on acheminait le minerai d’argent jusqu’à la 
côte, dans des villes portuaires d’où le minerai partait vers 
la Corée et la Chine. Grâce à des techniques avancées de 
coupellation offrant un argent de haute qualité et aux 
grandes quantités extraites, les mines, à l’apogée de leur 
activité au XVIe et au XVIIe siècle, contribuèrent de façon 
substantielle au développement économique global du 
Japon et de l’Asie du Sud-Est, et donnèrent une impulsion 
à la production en masse d’argent et d’or au Japon. La 
région minière est aujourd’hui très boisée. 
 
Catégorie de bien :  
 
En termes de catégories de biens culturels telles qu’elles 
sont définies à l’article premier de la Convention du 
patrimoine mondial de 1972, il s’agit d’un site. Aux termes 
des Orientations devant guider la mise en œuvre de la 
Convention du patrimoine mondial, (2 février 2005, 
annexe 3), paragraphe 47, il s’agit aussi d’un paysage 
culturel. 
 
 
1. IDENTIFICATION 
 
Inclus dans la liste indicative : 6 avril 2001 
 
Assistance internationale au titre du Fonds du patrimoine 
mondial pour la préparation de la proposition 
d’inscription :    Non 
 
Date de réception par le  
Centre du patrimoine mondial :  4 janvier 2006 
 
Antécédents : Il s’agit d’une nouvelle proposition 
d’inscription.  
 
Consultations : L’ICOMOS a consulté son Comité 
scientifique international sur les jardins historiques – 

paysages culturels ainsi que le TICCIH. L’UICN a fourni 
une évaluation des attributs naturels du site. 
 
Mission d’évaluation technique : 15-21 octobre 2006 
 
Information complémentaire demandée et reçue de l’État 
partie : L’ICOMOS a envoyé une lettre à l’État partie le 7 
décembre 2006, et l’État partie a fourni des informations le 
12 janvier 2007.  
 
Date d’approbation de l’évaluation  
par l’ICOMOS :    21 janvier 2007  
 
 
2. LE BIEN 
 
Description 
 
Il s’agit d’une proposition d’inscription en série de 14 sites 
qui illustrent trois aspects de la production minière et du 
transport d’argent aux alentours des monts Sennoyama et 
Yôgaisan du XVIe au XXe siècle. Le site comprend les 
vestiges archéologiques de l’extraction minière et du 
traitement dans les mines de Iwami Ginzan, ainsi que des 
bâtiments administratifs, des habitations, des forteresses et 
des sanctuaires associés, des tronçons de routes de 
transport Kaidô jusqu’à la côte, Iwami Ginzan Kaidô 
Tomogauradô et Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Yunotsu-
Okidomaridô, et trois villes portuaires, Tomogaura, 
Okidomari et Yunotsu, d’où le minerai partait par bateau. 
Les zones proposées pour inscription sont réunies par la 
zone tampon. La zone proposée pour inscription s’étend 
sur 442 hectares et la zone tampon sur 3 221 hectares. 
 
Les monts Sennoyama et Yôgaisan font partie d’une chaîne 
montagneuse s’élevant de 400 à 600 mètres d’altitude, 
entrecoupée de profondes vallées fluviales, à 6 kilomètres 
environ de la mer du Japon, dans l’ouest de l’île de 
Honshu, la plus grande île du Japon. Plusieurs de ces 
montagnes abritaient des gisements d’argent que le 
marchand Kamiya Jutei commença à exploiter au 
XVIe siècle, sous la protection de la puissante famille 
Ôuchi, clan féodal régnant sur la région de Iwami.  
 
Pendant deux siècles, les exportations d’argent jouèrent un 
rôle important dans l’économie de l’Asie du Sud-Est, et 
entraînèrent la production de masse d’argent et d’or au 
Japon. L’importance des mines d’argent était telle qu’au 
XVIe siècle, il y eut plusieurs affrontements entre des clans 
luttant pour leur contrôle. Au milieu du XVIIe siècle, la 
mine de Iwami Ginzan et d’autres furent placées 
directement sous contrôle politique, clôturées et 
surveillées.  
 
À son apogée, plus de 150 villages et villes abritaient les 
ouvriers de la mine de Iwami Ginzan ; pour la majorité 
d’entre eux, il ne reste plus que des vestiges 
archéologiques. Après raffinage, le minerai était transporté 
jusqu’à la côte le long de pistes à deux voies serpentant au 
pied des collines. Trois ports furent construits pour 
permettre l’exportation du minerai vers la Corée et la 
Chine et l’importation de marchandises de luxe, telles que 
la porcelaine de Chine, le bois de construction et les épices. 
 
Après les années 1640, les mines entrèrent dans une ère de 
déclin : il fallait en effet creuser de plus en plus profond 
pour exploiter les filons, ce qui nécessitait des techniques 
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onéreuses de drainage des eaux et rendait la production 
moins rentable. De 1000 à 2000 kg de production annuelle 
au XVIIe siècle, on ne produisait plus vers le milieu du 
XIXe siècle qu’environ 100 kg par an. Les mines furent 
finalement fermées en 1923. Depuis lors, la zone a 
largement été envahie par des forêts naturelles, semi-
naturelles ou de bambous, ces dernières reflétant 
l’emplacement des anciens peuplements. Il ne reste sur les 
montagnes aucune structure du XVIe et du XVIIe siècle, 
mais ces dernières années des fouilles archéologiques sur 
1 % du site, environ, ont mis au jour des vestiges de 
maisons, de bâtiments administratifs et de sites de fonte. 
 
Le bien proposé pour inscription se compose des vestiges 
et des traces de plusieurs facettes des processus 
d’extraction minière et de transport : 
 
• Vestiges archéologiques de : 
 

 Puits de mines  
 Gisements 
 Sites de traitement, de fonte et de raffinage du 

minerai 
 Peuplements de Ômori Ginzan 
 Sites de trois forteresses 

 
• Sanctuaires, sites religieux et tombes 
 
• Deux routes de transport kaidô jusqu’à la côte, 

bordées de sanctuaires : 
 

 Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Tomogauradô  
 Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Yunotsu-Okidomaridô  

 
• Trois villes portuaires : 
 

 Tomogaura 
 Okidomari  
 Yunotsu 

 
Ceux-ci sont considérés les uns à la suite des autres : 
 
• Vestiges archéologiques de : 
 

 Puits de mines 
 
Dans la zone minière connue sous le nom de Ginzan 
Sakunouchi, on trouve sur la quasi totalité du mont 
Sennoyama des traces de creusement. On a localisé 
quelques 600 puits de mines éparpillés sur les flancs boisés 
des monts Sennoyama et Yôgaisan, aux alentours du 
sommet. Ils ont tous été cartographiés, mais ne sont pas 
tous marqués ou situés dans des zones où les vestiges de la 
forêt ont été débroussaillés. Ces vestiges peuvent être 
d’une façon générale classés en deux types : les traces 
d’exploitation à ciel ouvert et les puits de mines creusés 
dans le sol. Les premiers sont principalement distribués sur 
la zone allant du sommet du mont Sennoyama à la vallée 
au sud, tandis que les seconds apparaissent pratiquement 
partout dans la vallée. 
 
Les grands puits de mines creusés lors de l’apogée de la 
mine d’argent de Iwami Ginzan sont Ôkubo-mabu et 
Kamaya-mabu, sur le versant sud du mont Sennoyama, et 
Ryûgenji-mabu sur le versant nord. Cependant, la plupart 
des autres puits de mines sont de petite taille, avec une 

entrée mesurant en moyenne 90 cm de haut sur 60 cm de 
large.  
 
À ce jour, on n’a pas encore utilisé de techniques 
archéologiques souterraines pour explorer ces puits et 
déterminer les progrès de l’industrie minière par rapport 
aux puits d’extraction les plus anciens. L’étendue exacte 
du paysage minier n’est pas clairement définie ; la zone est 
en effet très boisée aujourd’hui, et les arbres ont envahi les 
anciennes zones d’exploitation. À partir du début du 
XVIIe siècle, la zone minière a été clôturée sur 8 km de 
long, par une enceinte de bois comptant parfois jusqu’à 10 
postes de garde. Au milieu du XVIIe siècle, les clôtures de 
bois furent remplacées par des pins. Ces limites n’ont pas 
encore fait l’objet d’une étude systématique.  
 

 Gisements 
 
La nature exacte des minerais de la mine de Iwami Ginzan 
n’est pas claire. Des recherches menées ailleurs suggèrent 
qu’ils pourraient être en partie liés aux gisements de 
« minerai noir » de Kuroko. Il faut des informations plus 
claires sur les gisements exploités et sur les facteurs qui ont 
conduit à la découverte de l’argent local, qui fut la source 
principale du métal avant l’introduction de la coupellation.  
 

 Sites de traitement, de fonte et de raffinage du 
minerai 

 
Le traitement, la fonte et le raffinage du minerai se 
faisaient dans des ateliers bâtis sur des terrasses artificielles 
construites à proximité des mines. Plus d’un millier d’entre 
eux, souvent accompagnés des vestiges de murs de pierre 
et de conduits de drainage, ont été identifiés. Les ateliers se 
dressaient à côté des lieux de vie, avec lesquels ils 
constituaient l’unité de production.  
 
À proximité du sommet de la montagne, dans une zone du 
nom de Ishigane Fujita, quelques sites du XVIe au 
XVIIIe siècle ont été mis au jour. Certains des sites en 
terrasses présentent une division du terrain en parcelles de 
8-10 m de large et de 20 m de profondeur, alignées le long 
d’une rue de 2 m de large. Les fours présentent une 
structure simple : une dépression d’un diamètre inférieur 
ou égal à 1 m pratiquée dans le sol en terre. Il s’agit des 
fours typiques de la pratique de la fonte et du raffinage au 
Japon, qu’on appelle fonte « sur sol en terre ». Parmi les 
objets mis au jour, on a trouvé une batée en fer, utilisée 
pour le raffinage et la coupellation de l’argent et du 
plomb ; cette découverte faite à Ginzan Sakunouchi prouve 
que la méthode de raffinage par coupellation se pratiquait à 
la mine de Iwami Ginzan. Cette méthode optimisait la 
quantité d’argent extraite du minerai. 
 
Des fouilles à Miyanomae, au nord-est de Ômori-Ginzan 
(voir ci-après) ont mis au jour des vestiges de rues et de 
bâtiments datant de la période entre la fin du XVIe et le 
début du XVIIe siècle. L’un des bâtiments abrite 24 fours 
sur un sol de petite superficie, ce qui indique son usage 
comme atelier de raffinage.  
 

 Peuplements de Ômori Ginzan 
 
Au nord du mont Sennoyama, la ville de Ginzan s’est 
développée au XVIe et au XVIIe siècle à l’intérieur de 
l’enceinte clôturée de la mine. Elle abritait des bâtiments 
administratifs et les logements des négociants et de certains 
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mineurs. La ville de Ômori fut ensuite bâtie au 
XVIIe siècle, juste à l’extérieur de l’enceinte clôturée. 
Cette zone demeure habitée. En 1800, un incendie détruisit 
les deux tiers des bâtiments de Ômori-Ginzan. Beaucoup 
d’entre eux furent néanmoins reconstruits, notamment la 
maison de la famille Kumagai et le site de Daikansho, le 
bureau administratif d’où le magistrat gouvernait la mine 
d’argent de Iwami Ginzan du XVIIe au milieu du 
XIXe siècle. Celui-ci fut largement démantelé en 1879, 
mais il en reste le corps de garde et les rangées de maisons. 
 
Ômori possède plus de tissu historique que Ginzan. Ginzan 
ne conserve en effet qu’un modeste ensemble de bâtiments 
antérieurs à 1926 (c’est-à-dire approximativement de 
l’époque de l’extraction minière), et quelques-uns de la 
période Edo (avant 1868). Pour ce qui est de l’âge d’or de 
la mine (1530-1640), les données ne sont pas suffisantes 
pour dire combien de bâtiments pourraient avoir subsisté.  
 

 Sites de trois forteresses 
 
Pour protéger les nouvelles mines, trois forteresses furent 
édifiées dans la première moitié du XVIe siècle sur trois 
promontoires, Yataki-jô et Yahazu-jô à l’ouest de la mine, 
et Iwami-jô au nord. Au XVIIe siècle, la mine d’argent fut 
clôturée et les forteresses tombèrent en désuétude. Il reste 
des terrasses en pierre et des douves à sec, bien que la forêt 
ait aujourd’hui dans une large mesure envahi les sites. 
 
• Sanctuaires, sites religieux et tombes : 
 
On a identifié dans la zone de la mine quatre sanctuaires et 
63 sites religieux, qui n’ont pas conservé pour la plupart 
leurs édifices ; ce sont les vestiges des « 100 temples de la 
mine d’argent » qui existaient, dit-on, à l’époque de l’âge 
d’or de la mine. Le Sahimeyama-jinja, qui abrite les 
divinités gardiennes de la mine, se dresse près de l’entrée 
de la zone, sur le mont Sennoyama. Il fut bâti en 1434 et 
reconstruit au début du XIXe siècle. C’est là que se 
tiennent encore aujourd’hui les festivals annuels célébrés 
par les habitants du lieu en avril et en septembre.  
 
Rakan-ji Gohyakurakan, dans la zone de Ômori, est un site 
religieux qui abrite des statues en pierre du Bouddha et des 
rakan dans trois alcôves taillées à même la roche, avec des 
images tripartites du Bouddha dans l’alcôve centrale et 
250 images de rakan dans chacune des alcôves de droite et 
de gauche. Il fut achevé en 1766. Les statues de rakan et 
les autres images en pierre sont des œuvres de la famille 
Tsubouchi, une école de tailleurs de pierre du village de 
Fukumitsu.  
 
L’exploitation minière ayant pris fin il y a quelque 80 ans, 
les motifs principaux du culte dans des sanctuaires comme 
Sahimeyama, ont disparu avec elle. Il reste cependant 
quelques prêtres résidents et des chansons sur le thème de 
la mine survivent dans la mémoire de certaines personnes ; 
cependant, on ignore dans quelle mesure cet héritage est 
transmis aux jeunes générations. 
 
En outre, on trouve à proximité des sanctuaires plusieurs 
cimetières abritant plus de 6000 pierres tombales et 
monuments à la mémoire de ceux qui moururent dans cette 
région. 
 
Deux routes de transport Kaidô jusqu’à la côte, bordées de 
sanctuaires : 

 
 Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Tomogauradô  
 Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Yunotsu-Okidomaridô  

 
Au début du XVIe siècle, la route de transport de 7,5 km 
qui va jusqu’au port côtier de Tomogaura se développa 
parallèlement à l’essor de la nouvelle mine. À la fin du 
XVIe siècle, le port de Tomogaura fut supplanté par celui 
de Yunotsu, plus au sud, ce qui suscita la construction 
d’une nouvelle route de 12 km de long. Un demi-siècle 
plus tard, Okidomari se développa en face de Yunotsu, de 
l’autre côté de l’estuaire, et un tronçon de route fut mis en 
place pour desservir ce nouveau port principal.  
 
Les deux routes demeurèrent florissantes jusqu’au milieu 
du XIXe siècle, moment de la construction d’une nouvelle 
route jusqu’à la ville de Nima (celle-ci ne fait pas partie de 
la proposition d’inscription) et de l’avènement du chemin 
de fer. Les anciennes routes restèrent en usage en tant que 
chemins pédestres ou routes pour véhicules. Les tronçons 
de Kaidô endommagés par des travaux ultérieurs n’ont pas 
été inclus dans les zones principales, bien que l’alignement 
des routes soit lui compris dans la zone tampon. Les routes 
sont jalonnées de stûpas en pierre, de petits sanctuaires, de 
petits niches de Bouddha, etc. édifiés par les gens qui 
empruntaient ces routes ou par les habitants du lieu, priant 
pour leur sécurité. 
 
• Trois villes portuaires : 
 
Il semble que les trois ports qui desservaient les mines 
d’argent existaient antérieurement et qu’ils ont été 
développés pour répondre à l’augmentation des échanges. 
Tomogaura, puis Yonotsu et finalement Okidomari furent 
tour à tour les principaux ports d’exportation d’argent et 
d’importation de marchandises de luxe. 
 

 Tomogaura 
 
Le port possède sur la côte sud des dispositifs d’amarrage 
taillés dans la falaise rocheuse. Le minerai d’argent et 
l’argent étaient chargés à bord des navires sur la plage de 
sable à l’extrémité intérieure du port. 
 
Il reste encore des divisions rectangulaires des sols, 
réparties en plates-formes étagées de chaque côté de la rue, 
sur lesquelles s’élèvent côte à côte aujourd’hui une 
vingtaine de maisons en bois. Il subsiste encore aussi un 
lieu qui servait d’entrepôt pour le minerai d’argent, ainsi 
que le site d’un poste de contrôle d’où l’on surveillait 
personnes et biens. Il reste encore quelques édifices Edo et 
deux de l’époque Meiji. Les deux bâtiments les plus 
anciens datent de 1854. Sept bâtiments sur 29 sont 
antérieurs à 1923. 
 

 Okidomari  
 
À la fin du XVIe siècle, pendant la quarantaine d’années 
durant laquelle la mine d’argent passa sous le contrôle du 
clan féodal Môri, le port servit non seulement de port 
d’expédition de l’argent raffiné, mais aussi de base à la 
flotte de guerre de la famille Môri. 
 
Le peuplement conserve les divisions rectangulaires des 
sols du XVIe siècle, avec des groupes de bâtiments comme 
des maisons en bois et des entrepôts. Il subsiste un édifice 
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de 1526, plusieurs de la période Edo et deux de la période 
Meiji. Seize bâtiments sur 24 sont antérieurs à 1923. 
 

 Yunotsu 
 
Actuellement, les édifices qui forment le paysage urbain 
consistent en quelques bâtiments antérieurs au XIXe siècle 
et des constructions du XIXe et du XXe siècle. On a 
découvert dans la partie ouest de la vallée, près du port, 
bon nombre de maisons des puissants négociants qui firent 
fortune dans le commerce maritime. Quatre temples 
construits après le XIVe siècle sont construits au bout des 
petites vallées qui s’étendent depuis la vallée principale 
vers le nord et le sud. Un certain nombre de sanctuaires qui 
se dressent actuellement le long de la grand-rue se situaient 
jadis sur les versants des montagnes à l’extérieur de la 
ville, jusqu’à ce qu’ils soient déplacés au début du 
XVIIIe siècle.  
 
Histoire et développement 
 
Selon le dossier de proposition d’inscription, bien que 
certaines preuves suggèrent qu’on connaissait l’existence 
des filons d’argent dès le XIVe siècle, les gisements 
d’argent de Iwami Ginzan furent « découverts » en 1526, 
et presque immédiatement mis en exploitation par Kamiya 
Jutei, un puissant négociant de Hakata, qui était alors le 
plus grand port marchand du Japon. Jutei opérait sous la 
protection de la famille Ôuchi, un clan féodal qui contrôlait 
la région de Iwami et qui avait fait fortune dans le 
commerce avec la Chine et la Corée. Aux alentours de 
1533, la technique de la fonte par coupellation fut 
introduite dans les mines, peut-être depuis la Corée. Grâce 
à cette technique plus efficace, la production des mines 
augmenta considérablement, à tel point que, à la fin des 
années 1530, le tribut en argent payé à la famille Ôuchi 
passa de 16 à 80 kg par an.  
 
Dans les années 1530 et 1540, l’autorité de la famille 
Ôuchi sur les mines d’argent fut contestée de manière 
répétée par les propriétaires terriens voisins, qui luttèrent 
pour prendre le contrôle de ces mines hautement rentables. 
Les trois forteresses autour des mines datent de cette 
époque.  Dans les années 1550, la famille Amago en prit le 
contrôle pendant dix ans. Ce fut ensuite au tour de la 
famille Môri, en 1561. Cette dernière installa ses vassaux 
dans le voisinage et construisit deux nouvelles routes 
jusqu’aux ports de Yunotsu et Okidomari. 
 
Après toute une série de guerres nationales qui eurent lieu 
pendant les vingt années suivantes, Tokugawa Ieyasu 
remporta la victoire finale. En 1600, il prit le pouvoir, 
établissant le shogounat de Tokugawa Edo et expropriant 
des mines d’or et d’argent dans tout le Japon. Okubo 
Nagayasu fut nommé pour administrer les mines et fit 
creuser de nouveaux puits et augmenta la production 
d’argent. Les exploitations minières étaient dirigées par des 
yamashi, qui versaient une commission en argent au 
shogounat de Edo. Yasuhara Dembei, le yamashi mandaté 
par la famille Tokugawa aux alentours de 1600-1602 pour 
diriger le Kamaya-mabu et d’autres puits de mine versa en 
une seule année 13 500 kg d’argent au shogounat de Edo. 
Les puits des mines d’argent étaient creusés par des 
mineurs employés par les yamashi ; néanmoins, on ne 
dispose pas d’assez d’information pour savoir si les 
mineurs travaillaient sous contrat ou en indépendants. 
 

Le début du XVIIe siècle fut un âge d’or pour les mines, 
avec parfois jusqu’à 10 000 personnes employées. Les 
Hollandais et les Anglais favorisèrent le commerce 
international et la stabilité politique relative du Japon de 
l’époque favorisa l’épanouissement de nouvelles villes, qui 
accrurent la demande d’argent. Les capitaux privés des 
yamashi alimentaient la production d’argent.  
 
Au milieu du XVIIe siècle, l’administration de la mine 
d’argent et de la zone alentours tomba sous le contrôle 
d’un magistrat mandaté par le gouvernement national 
central, le shogounat de Edo, ce qui provoqua une nouvelle 
hausse de la production. Le dossier de proposition 
d’inscription propose peu de chiffres précis sur la 
production d’argent, et aucune information quantitative qui 
permettrait d’avoir un aperçu plus clair de l’impact de la 
mine sur l’économie globale de la région. 
 
La production de la mine d’argent de Iwami Ginzan connut 
son apogée dans les années 1620-1640 et tomba ensuite 
dans une phase de déclin progressif. Au fur et à mesure 
qu’on creusait des puits plus profonds, le travail devint 
plus difficile et l’évacuation des eaux plus onéreuse, ce qui 
rendit la production d’argent moins rentable. En 1691, 63 
puits de mine étaient fermés, sur un total de 92 ; en 1729, 
74 sur un total de 129 ; et en 1823, 247 puits de mine 
n’étaient plus en opération, sur un total de 279. La 
production d’argent, comprise en moyenne entre 1 000 et 
2 000 kg par an à la fin du XVIIe siècle, n’était plus que 
d’environ 100 kg au milieu du XIXe siècle.  
 
Après la chute du shogounat de Edo en 1868, le nouveau 
gouvernement national privatisa la mine d’argent de Iwami 
Ginzan. En 1887, une société privée du nom de Fujitagumi 
reprit l’exploitation de la mine d’argent, la rebaptisant 
Ômori Kôzan (la mine de Ômori). En 1895, une raffinerie 
introduisant la technologie occidentale, fut construite à 
Shimizudani, mais elle ferma à peine un an plus tard. À la 
place, une autre raffinerie fut construite à Kôjidani, au pied 
occidental du mont Yôgaisan ; on y réalisait la fonte et le 
raffinage du cuivre essentiellement, mais aussi de l’or et de 
l’argent. Mais le prix du cuivre chuta et on commença à 
importer du cuivre à bas prix après la Première Guerre 
mondiale ; la mine fut donc contrainte de fermer ses portes 
en 1923. Plus tard, en 1942, on tenta de la rouvrir pour 
répondre à la demande en métal de la Seconde Guerre 
mondiale, mais un typhon ruina cette tentative en 1943. 
 
Les détails concernant l’histoire des mines et leur contexte 
politique ne sont pas accompagnés de détails équivalents 
sur l’histoire du transfert de technologie aux mines qui se 
développaient rapidement au Japon. Le dossier de 
proposition d’inscription mentionne le transfert de la 
technique de coupellation à d’autres mines d’argent au 
Japon, mais il y a très peu d’informations sur l’impact des 
autres techniques d’extraction minière et de fonte. Il n’y a 
aucune donnée sur la façon dont la coupellation fut 
introduite au Japon, comment elle s’y répandit, les origines 
de cette technique telle qu’elle était utilisée au Japon et son 
rapport avec la technique de coupellation connue en 
Occident depuis l’Antiquité. 
 
Le dossier de proposition d’inscription n’établit pas de lien 
entre la technologie et des vestiges archéologiques – bien 
qu’il convienne de noter qu’à ce jour, les mines restent 
largement inexplorées. Il n’est donc pas possible de 
détailler comment cette technologie s’est développée au 
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Japon pendant sa longue période d’isolement par rapport 
aux influences occidentales, ni s’il s’agissait d’un 
événement précurseur, comme le suggère le dossier de 
proposition d’inscription. Il n’est pas possible non plus 
d’établir l’historique du rôle de Iwami Ginzan en tant que, 
peut-être, principal fournisseur d’argent, métal 
nouvellement exploité au Japon, et son impact sur le 
commerce du pays et de ses voisins. Des éléments solides 
semblent indiquer que les exportations japonaises d’argent 
ont progressé au XVIIe siècle pour compenser le déclin des 
exportations latino-américaines, mais il n’y a pas de 
preuves à l’appui de cette thèse. 
 
 
3. VALEUR UNIVERSELLE EXCEPTIONNELLE, 
INTÉGRITÉ AND AUTHENTICITÉ 
 
Intégrité et authenticité 
 
Intégrité  
 
Les études réalisées ont montré que tous les sites 
d’exploitation minière se trouvent dans la zone principale, 
et il n’y en a aucune trace dans la zone tampon. 
 
La délimitation de la zone principale autour de Ômori-
Ginzan entoure étroitement la ville et ne s’étend pas aux 
versants boisés des vallées. Le schéma nettement linéaire 
d’implantation de la ville, qui s’étend le long de la vallée, 
est dû aux chaînes montagneuses qui la flanquent et qui 
sont un trait dominant de la ville. En tant que paysage, il 
est difficile de considérer la ville sans inclure les 
montagnes. L’ICOMOS considère par conséquent qu’il 
conviendrait d’envisager l’inclusion dans la zone 
principale des chaînes montagneuses jusqu’à leur ligne de 
crête. 
 
La délimitation de la zone principale du port à Yunotsu 
exclut ce qui était, peut-on supposer, la zone historique de 
débarquement, aujourd’hui modifiée, ainsi que le port lui-
même. Ce traitement de la délimitation s’oppose à celui 
des autres villes portuaires. L’ICOMOS considère que 
cette question devrait être reconsidérée, en vue d’inclure 
l’intérieur du port jusqu’à la laisse de haute mer, ainsi que 
la zone historique présumée de débarquement. 
 
Le tissu bâti des villes présente une intégrité modérée par 
rapport à la période significative pour l’exploitation 
minière (1526-1923). Certaines villes sont plus intactes 
que d’autres : la section Ômori de Ômori-Ginzan présente 
par exemple une intégrité bien supérieure à la section 
Ginzan et à Tomogaura. Pour ce qui est de l’âge d’or de la 
mine (1530-1640), les données ne sont pas suffisantes pour 
en tirer des conclusions valables. Il reste quelques édifices 
de cette période, mais certains sont des reconstructions du 
début du XIXe siècle de bâtiments antérieurs détruits, par 
exemple par l’incendie qui eut lieu autour de 1800, et 
beaucoup semblent plus tardifs. Dans le cas de Tomogaura, 
il n’y aucun édifice antérieur à 1854. 
 
L’ICOMOS considère que l’intégrité des sites 
d’exploitation minière de l’argent est modérément intacte ; 
les délimitations actuelles n’englobent pas complètement 
tous les éléments essentiels et l’environnement des ports et 
des peuplements ; et, au sein de ces derniers, une grande 
partie des bâtiments est postérieure à l’époque 
d’exploitation des mines. 

 
Authenticité  
 
Les sites d’exploitation minière de l’argent 
(extraction/fonte/raffinage) sont dans une large mesure des 
sites archéologiques et sont authentiques. Les routes de 
transport expriment toujours leur fonction. Elles restent en 
usage en tant que chemins pédestres ou routes pour 
véhicules. On note que les tronçons des Kaidô 
endommagés par des travaux ultérieurs n’ont pas été inclus 
dans les zones principales, bien que l’alignement des 
routes soit, lui, compris dans la zone tampon. Certaines 
sections des Kaidô présentent apparemment des 
caractéristiques et des matériaux de conception ancienne, 
comme des égouts ou des marches, et leur degré 
d’authenticité est élevé. Cependant, d’autres sections ont 
été modernisées, avec l’ajout d’un revêtement de bitume 
par exemple, et leur authenticité en termes de forme, de 
conception, de matériaux et plus globalement de rendu est 
moindre. 
 
Les ports eux-mêmes (par opposition aux villes qui leur 
sont associées) expriment leur fonction. Certains traits, tel 
les points d’amarrage taillés dans la roche, sont 
probablement très anciens. Mais des modernisations ont 
aussi été réalisées, comme la construction de quais et de 
rampes de mise à l’eau en béton qui amoindrissent 
l’authenticité en termes de forme, de conception et de 
matériaux.  
 
Les sites d’installation, et notamment les villes portuaires 
elles-mêmes, expriment elles aussi leur fonction, mais 
toujours à différents degrés de forme, de conception, de 
matériaux, d’emplacement et de cadre. 
 
Considérés individuellement, les bâtiments des villes 
varient eux aussi en termes de conservation et donc aussi 
d’authenticité. Les meilleurs exemples semblent témoigner 
d’un degré élevé d’authenticité ; c’est le cas par exemple 
de la maison Kumagai à Ômori-Ginzan ou du sanctuaire 
Ebisu à Okidomari. Mais d’autres exemples présentent une 
authenticité réduite. 
 
Les châteaux sont dans une large mesure des sites 
archéologiques, bien que quelques travaux de terrassement 
soient discernables (douves et terrasses par exemple). Ces 
sites sont authentiques. 
 
Globalement, l’ICOMOS considère que les sites 
archéologiques sont authentiques, mais que leur 
authenticité est inégale pour les routes de transport et à 
l’intérieur des ports, où bon nombre des structures sont 
postérieures à l’époque de l’exploitation minière de 
l’argent. 
 
Analyse comparative 
 
Le dossier de proposition d’inscription a fourni des 
informations sur d’autres sites miniers du Japon et d’autres 
sites miniers déjà inscrits sur la Liste du patrimoine 
mondial. Il manque cependant une comparaison avec 
d’autres sites miniers en dehors du Japon et dans la même 
région géoculturelle, ce qui permettrait de mieux 
comprendre les liens entre le site de Iwami Ginzan et ceux 
de Corée et d’Asie centrale. Une demande d’informations 
complémentaires sur les mines d'Asie du Sud-Est a été 
envoyée à l'État partie, qui a fourni des informations sur les 
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mines de Chine, de Corée et des régions plus occidentales 
de l'Asie. 
 
En Chine, le développement des mines d’argent aurait 
commencé sous la dynastie Han (206 av. J.-C. - 220 apr. J.-
C.). Sous la dynastie Song (960 apr. J.-C – 1279 apr. J.-C.), 
il existait des mines d'argent en activité dans les provinces 
de Jiangxi, de Fujian, du Hénan, de Zhejiang, du Hunan, de 
Guangdong et du Sichuan. Sous la dynastie Yuan, de 
nouvelles mines furent exploitées dans les provinces de 
Shandong et du Hebei. L’adoption d’un étalon argent sous 
la dynastie Ming (1368 apr. J.-C. – 1644 apr. J.-C.) attisa la 
demande domestique d’argent, incitant le développement 
des mines dans les provinces du Hebei, de Guangxi et du 
Yunnan. Certains indices donnent à penser qu'on utilisait 
des techniques de coupellation en Chine, mais elles étaient 
différentes des techniques japonaises. 
 
Il semble qu’au XVIe siècle, de nombreuses mines étaient 
en train de s’épuiser, et qu’il existait donc en Chine un 
marché pour l’argent venu du Japon, ainsi que d’Amérique 
centrale et du sud. 
 
Le manque de recherches sur les mines chinoises rend 
difficile les comparaisons ou l'analyse des échanges. 
Toutefois, il est suggéré qu’il n’y a pas eu de transfert de 
technologies entre la Chine et le Japon. 
 
En Corée, au XVIe siècle, des mines d'argent étaient 
exploitées dans les provinces de Hamgyong, de Chagang et 
de Pyeongan. C’est de la province de Hamgyong que 
viendrait la méthode de coupellation introduite dans la 
mine d'argent de Iwami Ginzan. La quantité d’argent 
produite par ces mines était limitée et elle ne pouvait 
rivaliser avec l'argent de Iwami passé en contrebande dans 
le pays, un problème qui préoccupa grandement la dynastie 
Yi (1392 apr. J.-C. – 1910 apr. J.-C.), selon les sources 
historiques. Il n’existe pas d’indice tendant à prouver que 
la méthode de coupellation japonaise ait été rapportée dans 
la péninsule coréenne au XVIe et au XVIIe siècle. 
 
Des mines d’argent d’Asie centrale, où de grandes 
quantités d’argent étaient utilisées pour la fabrication de 
pièces, sont également évoquées. D'après le complément 
d’informations, il n’existe aucune preuve de l’existence de 
mines d’argent en Asie centrale. ICOMOS a connaissance 
de l’existence de mines mais seul un petit nombre d’entre 
elles ont fait l’objet d’études.  
 
Il est également fait mention d’autres mines en Asie du 
Sud-Est, par exemple dans le nord du Myanmar, où se 
trouvait la mine de Bawdwin, la plus riche mine d’argent 
de toute l’Asie du Sud-Est. Elle produisit en moyenne trois 
tonnes par an du XVe au XVIIIe siècle. Les méthodes 
utilisées pour extraire et fondre l'argent dans cette région 
semblent originaires du Yunnan en Chine. 
 
Les recherches complémentaires ont montré que, si l'argent 
produit par la mine japonaise avait un impact notable sur le 
commerce en Asie orientale, les principes et les techniques 
élaborés et utilisés à la mine d'argent de Iwami Ginzan 
n’ont visiblement pas eu d’influence sur l'extraction 
minière et la fonte dans les autres régions d'Asie. Il n’y a 
donc aucune preuve d’un échange considérable d’idées. 
 
En revanche, aucun autre élément relatif au Japon n'a été 
fourni pour permettre une meilleure compréhension de la 

manière dont le transfert de technologies s’est produit et 
sur son caractère éventuellement exceptionnel. L’impact 
des mines d’argent de Iwami-Ginzan, au Japon, dans les 
échanges avec l’Europe, et ses relations avec l’Amérique 
latine n’est pas non plus présenté. Il est donc difficile 
d'évaluer l'impact des mines à l'intérieur du Japon et dans 
le reste du monde. 
 
Justification de la valeur universelle exceptionnelle 
 
L’État partie considère que les mines d’argent de Iwami-
Ginzan et leur paysage culturel présentent une valeur 
universelle exceptionnelle pour les raisons suivantes : 
 
• Elles ont produit de grandes quantités d’argent au 

XVIe et au XVIIe siècle, et ont donné le coup d’envoi 
à la production en masse d’or et d’argent au Japon 
par le transfert de leurs techniques minières aux 
autres mines du Japon. 

 
• Elles ont exercé une influence significative sur 

l’histoire des échanges de biens et la communication 
entre civilisations, non seulement entre les nations 
d’Asie orientale, mais aussi entre l’Orient et 
l’Occident, atteignant même l’Europe. 

 
• Leurs sites archéologiques illustrent le début de la 

production d’argent au XVIe siècle par l’application 
d’une technique de raffinage dite de coupellation, qui 
était traditionnelle en Asie orientale. Ils montrent 
également son évolution jusqu’à devenir un système 
de petites entreprises à forte main-d’œuvre qui se 
chargeait de la totalité des processus, du creusement 
au raffinage et parvenant à une production à grande 
échelle d’argent de haute qualité, dans un 
environnement aujourd’hui couvert de forêts de 
montagne et de bambouseraies ; et 

 
• Elles représentent un système d’occupation des sols 

unique dans l’exploitation de l’argent, traduisant 
toutes les opérations d’extraction minière de l’argent, 
depuis la production jusqu’à l’expédition, et qui a 
perduré sur près de 400 ans, du début du XVIe siècle 

au début du XXe siècle. 
 

L’État partie suggère que le bien n’est pas seulement un 
« paysage minier relique » mais aussi en partie un « paysage 
vivant », dans lequel certaines fonctions originales des 
opérations minières restent pertinentes dans la vie et les 
moyens de subsistance actuels des habitants contemporains. 
 
Critères selon lesquels l’inscription est proposée : 
 
Le bien est proposé pour inscription sur la base des critères 
ii, iii et v. 
 
Critère ii : L’État partie affirme qu’à l’époque des Grandes 
Découvertes, au XVIe siècle et au début du XVIIe siècle, 
l’importante production d’argent de la mine de Iwami 
Ginzan suscita d’importants échanges commerciaux et 
culturels entre le Japon et les pays marchands d’Extrême-
Orient et d’Europe. 
 
En général, la recherche de métaux nobles a été un facteur 
déterminant pour la civilisation mondiale. L’exemple de la 
mine d’argent de Iwami Ginzan peut s’inscrire dans ce 
cadre. Il ne semble pas cependant que le bien proposé soit 
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en lui-même un cas exceptionnel ayant donné naissance à 
des idées et à des traditions d’envergure internationale. 
Aucune preuve détaillée n’a été produite pour démontrer 
comment les mines représentent un important échange de 
valeurs humaines en rapport avec le développement de 
l’architecture ou de la technologie, pendant une période 
donnée, au sein d’une aire culturelle déterminée. 
Davantage de recherches seraient nécessaires pour établir 
le mode de fonctionnement exact des mines d’argent, en 
tant qu’entreprise, et leur influence sur l’économie du 
Japon, sur l'Europe et sur le monde en général. 
 
L’ICOMOS considère que ce critère n’a pas été justifié. 
 
Critère iii : L’État partie considère que les développements 
technologiques de l’extraction minière et de la production 
de métal au Japon ont donné naissance à un système 
prospère fondé sur de petites unités à forte main-d’œuvre 
couvrant tout l’éventail des compétences, du creusement au 
raffinage. Il est en outre allégué que l’isolement politique 
et économique du Japon pendant la période Edo (de 1603 à 
1868) empêcha l’introduction de technologies mises au 
point en Europe pendant la Révolution industrielle. Ceci 
fut concomitant à l’épuisement des gisements de minerai 
d’argent commercialement viables, et entraîna la cessation 
des activités minières par les technologies traditionnelles 
dans la zone à la seconde moitié du XIXe siècle, laissant 
sur le site des traces archéologiques bien préservées de ces 
activités. 
 
Pour justifier en quoi le paysage minier apporte un 
témoignage unique ou du moins exceptionnel sur une 
tradition culturelle ou une civilisation disparue, l’ICOMOS 
considère qu’il faudrait des recherches plus détaillées, afin 
d’illustrer comment l’organisation minière du site s’est 
mise en place et en quoi elle reflète l’occurrence 
exceptionnelle d’une tradition minière dans cette aire 
géoculturelle. 
 
L’ICOMOS considère que ce critère n’a pas été justifié. 
 
Critère v : L’État partie considère que les traces 
abondantes de production d’argent qui subsistent 
quasiment intactes sur la mine d’argent de Iwami Ginzan, 
telles que les mines, les sites de fonte et de raffinage, les 
routes de transport et les infrastructures portuaires, sont 
désormais dans une grande mesure cachées par les forêts 
de montagne qui ont envahi le paysage. Le paysage relique 
qui en résulte qui comprend les peuplements survivants des 
gens associés à la production d’argent, est un exemple 
éminent d’occupation traditionnelle du territoire d’une 
valeur universelle exceptionnelle. 
 
L’ICOMOS considère que les activités minières ont eu un 
impact distinctif sur le paysage et que les vestiges reflètent 
les activités d’extraction minière, de fonte et de transport, 
de même que les peuplements associés. Toutefois, pour 
qualifier le bien d’exemple exceptionnel de peuplement 
humain traditionnel et d’interaction avec l’environnement, 
l’ICOMOS considère que de plus amples recherches sont 
nécessaires pour démontrer comment les activités minières 
ont façonné un paysage exceptionnel. 
 
L’ICOMOS considère que ce critère n’a pas été justifié. 
 

L’État partie n’a pas suggéré le critère iv. Des recherches 
complémentaires indiqueront s'il serait ou non applicable. 
 
L’ICOMOS considère que ni la valeur universelle 
exceptionnelle ni les critères selon lesquels le bien est 
proposé pour inscription n’ont été justifiés.  
 
 
4. FACTEURS AFFECTANT LE BIEN 
 
Pollution 
 
La pollution est un problème potentiel. Le dossier de 
proposition d’inscription met l’accent sur la réutilisation 
actuelle de déchets des opérations, notamment les scories 
et, probablement, les fines issues de la préparation du 
minerai. Les niveaux actuels de plomb, de zinc et autres 
métaux lourds comme le cadmium ne sont pas détaillés. 
Les amas de débris découverts sur d’autres sites miniers 
sont peut-être absents, mais leur contenu a été dispersé sur 
l’ensemble du site et constitue un risque réel. 
 
Maisons de ville vides 
 
Bien que ce problème semble courant dans les villes 
rurales du Japon, les maisons vides dans les quatre villes 
constituent un problème en termes de pérennité de la 
conservation des villes et en termes de vitalité et de 
viabilité des communautés. 
 
À Yunotsu et à Ômori, 40 maisons sur 200 sont 
inoccupées ; Tomogaura et Okidomari comptent chacune 
10 maisons vides sur 20. À Ômori-Ginzan cependant, on 
constate un point d’équilibre entre ceux qui reviennent et 
ceux qui partent de la ville.  
 
Impact des racines des arbres sur les sites archéologiques 
et les structures 
 
Le reboisement actuel ou futur est susceptible de porter 
préjudice aux sites archéologiques et aux structures telles 
que les murs de soutènement. Actuellement, les autorités 
de gestion ne semblent pas considérer ceci comme un 
problème. L’ICOMOS considère qu’un examen plus 
approfondi de cette question devrait être entrepris, afin de 
mettre en place une politique de gestion appropriée en vue 
de la conservation à long terme des caractéristiques 
minières des sites. 
 
Développement moderne 
 
La modernisation des ports, avec la construction par 
exemple de quais et de rampes de mise à l’eau en béton 
pourrait avoir un impact sur l’authenticité des vestiges 
portuaires. 
 
Nouvelle autoroute 
 
Le dossier de proposition d’inscription comporte des 
détails sur la construction d’une nouvelle autoroute, 
déviation de la route 9, prévue en partie dans la zone 
proposée pour inscription et en partie dans la zone tampon 
de Iwami-jô, de Iwami Ginzan Kaidô Tomogauradô et de 
Yunotsu-Okidomaridô. 
 
Une évaluation de l’impact environnemental, incluant une 
évaluation du paysage, a été préparée. Des négociations 
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auront lieu pour en atténuer l’éventuel impact. Dans le cas 
de Tomogaura Kaidô, un écran de végétation dense 
masque la route envisagée. Dans le cas du Yunotsu Kaidô 
en revanche, elle sera visible (c’est le cas de la route 
existante) ; cependant, des arbres ont été plantés pour y 
remédier. La construction a commencé en 2006. Une partie 
de la route passera sous un tunnel. 
 
Extraction d’argile 
 
Dans la zone tampon au sud de Ginzan Sakunouchi, un 
projet d’extraction d’argile destinée à la confection de 
tuiles de toit est prévu. Il est déclaré qu’il respectera les 
contraintes en place dans la zone tampon pour protéger la 
valeur universelle exceptionnelle du site proposé pour 
inscription. Il convient aussi de considérer le potentiel 
archéologique du site. 
 
Câbles aériens 
 
Des câbles aériens et des poteaux électriques sont bien 
visibles à Ômori-Ginzan. 
 
Changement climatique 
 
Le dossier ne donne aucun détail sur l’impact du 
changement climatique. Cependant, la zone est déjà 
vulnérable à l’impact de pluies importantes et à l’érosion 
côtière – deux facteurs que le changement climatique 
pourrait encore exacerber. Les ports, en particulier, 
pourraient être endommagés par une augmentation du 
niveau de la mer. 
 
Préparation aux risques 
 
Le bien est vulnérable aux tremblements de terre, aux 
typhons et aux fortes pluies, qui peuvent tous causer des 
glissements de terrain et abîmer des arbres et des édifices. 
Comme mesure préventive, des renforts antisismiques ont 
été ajoutés aux immeubles à l’occasion d’autres travaux de 
réparation. Une partie de la zone est signalée comme zone 
d’érosion côtière, et des mesures préventives de réduction 
du risque d’inondation sont mises en place, grâce à la 
construction de barrages de contrôle de l’érosion et 
d’infrastructures fluviales. 
 
Pour se prémunir contre des dégâts potentiels liés à des 
incendies d’édifices, des citernes ont été mises à la 
disposition des habitants, et des brigades de pompiers 
mises sur pied. 
 
En conclusion, l’ICOMOS considère que les principaux 
risques relatifs au bien sont inhérents à la nature des 
vestiges archéologiques et des forces socio-économiques 
qui vident les maisons de ville. L’ICOMOS considère que 
de plus amples détails sur les futurs programmes de 
construction des routes doivent être fournis. 
 
 
5. PROTECTION, CONSERVATION ET GESTION 
 
Délimitations du bien proposé pour inscription et de la 
zone tampon 
 
Comme indiqué sous la rubrique « Authenticité » (cf. ci-
dessus), l’ICOMOS considère que les délimitations de la 
zone principale autour de Omori-Ginzan enserrent de trop 

près la ville, et qu’il faudrait envisager d’inclure dans la 
zone principale les chaînes montagneuses alentours jusqu’à 
leur ligne de crête. 
 
L’ICOMOS considère aussi que la question du port de 
Yunotsu devrait être reconsidérée, en vue d’inclure 
l’intérieur du port jusqu’à la laisse de haute mer, ainsi que 
la zone historique présumée de débarquement. 
 
Droit de propriété 
 
Le site appartient au gouvernement national, aux autorités 
préfectorales et aux autorités municipales, ainsi qu’à des 
propriétaires privés. 
 
Protection 
 
Protection légale 
 
Les éléments du bien sont classés comme bien culturel 
important ou comme site historique en vertu des articles 27 
et 109 de la Loi sur la protection des biens culturels, 
respectivement, et identifiés comme une zone de 
préservation importante pour un ensemble d’édifices 
historiques aux termes de l’article 142 de la même loi. La 
zone tampon est actuellement protégée par un arrêté 
municipal. 
 
Ce sont les propriétaires ou les instances de protection des 
biens culturels importants et des sites historiques qui les 
administrent, les réparent et les ouvrent au public de façon 
appropriée, dans une optique de promotion. Les altérations 
de l’état des bâtiments désignés comme des biens culturels 
importants ou des zones désignés comme des sites 
historiques, ainsi que les actions affectant leur 
préservation, sont soumises à des restrictions légales et 
nécessitent l’autorisation préalable du commissaire de 
l’Agence des Affaires Culturelles. 
 
L’ICOMOS considère que les mesures de protection du 
bien sont appropriées. 
 
Conservation 
 
Historique de la conservation  
Les zones minières creusées dans la roche ont été 
consolidées à Ginzan Sakunouchi en 1977-1978 et en 
2001. 
 
Dans les villes, des travaux de conservation ont été réalisés 
sur des maisons qui ont été classées pour leur intérêt 
patrimonial. La maison de la famille Kumagai, par 
exemple, a été restaurée entre 2000 et 2005. Sur le site de 
Daikansho, des travaux de réparation avec un 
démantèlement partiel ont été conduits sur le portail 
principal, les maisons de rangée et les murs en argile en 
1969, 1977-1978 et 1991-1992.  
 
État actuel de conservation 
 
En tant que sites archéologiques, les sites miniers 
(extraction/fonte/raffinage), semblent en bon état, quoique 
l’impact des racines des arbres suscite des inquiétudes. 
 
Bien que les routes de transport soient dans un état général 
correct ou bon, les éléments de voierie (égouts, marches, 
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voies) sont, dans certains cas au moins, quelque peu 
détériorés ou érodés. 
 
Les ports sont en bon état. Les peuplements et les 
bâtiments associés, y compris les villes portuaires, sont 
dans un état qui va de médiocre à bon. Dans certains cas, 
par exemple pour Ômori-Ginzan et peut-être Yunotsu, 
l’état semble aller de correct à bon, en dépit de bâtiments 
en bois qui se délabrent à Yunotsu. Les meilleurs exemples 
des bâtiments, tels que la maison Kumagai, sont en très 
bon état. Cependant, dans des endroits comme Tomogaura, 
l’état des bâtiments semble bien moins satisfaisant. Cela 
dit, ces lieux n’ont été classés que récemment ; les travaux 
de conservation viennent donc à peine de commencer et 
n’ont pas encore eu de impact réel. 
 
Les châteaux, en tant que sites archéologiques, semblent en 
bon état. Cependant, il sera probablement nécessaire de 
surveiller l’impact de la végétation et de mettre en place 
une politique de gestion afin de l’éviter, comme pour les 
sites miniers. 
 
Globalement, le dossier de proposition d’inscription fait 
preuve peut-être parfois de trop d’optimisme.  
 
L’ICOMOS considère que de plus amples travaux de 
conservation sur le bien auraient été les bienvenus avant de 
le proposer pour inscription. 
 
Gestion 
 
Afin de gérer les quatorze éléments comme un seul et 
même paysage culturel, un plan de préservation et de 
gestion stratégique a été élaboré. En cas d’inscription, un 
système de préservation et de gestion sera mis en œuvre 
sur l’ensemble du bien, et un comité de gestion du 
patrimoine mondial sera également fondé. Il sera mis sur 
pied par la ville de Ohda, en consultation avec la préfecture 
de Shimane, et impliquera les services compétents. Le 
comité de gestion bénéficiera des conseils du comité 
d’investigation et de maintenance de la mine d’argent de 
Iwami Ginzan, et consultera le conseil de la préfecture de 
Shimane pour la protection des biens culturels, le conseil 
municipal de Ohda pour la protection des biens culturels, le 
conseil de préservation de la ville de Ohda pour les zones 
de préservation des ensembles d’édifices historiques, et le 
conseil de conservation du paysage de Ohda. En outre, 
l’association de préservation des biens culturels de la ville 
de Ômori permet une collaboration avec des propriétaires 
et des résidents en ce qui concerne les questions de gestion. 
Des communautés locales ont pris part au processus de 
proposition d’inscription ; et elles seront activement 
impliquées dans la gestion des éléments du site. Il semble 
que la proposition d’inscription bénéficie d’un fort soutien 
local. 
 
L’ICOMOS a quelques inquiétudes concernant 
l’intégration et l’efficacité du processus de décision, étant 
donné la complexité des dispositions administratives, 
légales, techniques et consultatives prises ; il est également 
préoccupé par le fait que le système de gestion n’entrerait 
en vigueur que si le site est inscrit.  
 
Il existe quatre plans de gestion pour le site. Un plan 
« exhaustif » de préservation / gestion pour le site dans son 
ensemble, ainsi que des plans pour le site de la mine, 
Ômori-Ginzan et Yunotsu. Les plans sont plutôt généraux, 

et ne proposent pas d’actions spécifiques. Toutefois, des 
travaux de conservation et de maintenance conformes aux 
plans ont été entrepris ou sont en cours. 
 
Néanmoins, l’ICOMOS considère que les aspects suivants 
de la gestion méritent une plus grande attention : 
 
• Développement d’un programme de surveillance 

périodique active du site (au lieu de la simple 
surveillance occasionnelle actuellement proposée). 

 
• Développement et application de stratégies 

appropriées de gestion du tourisme, y compris du 
point de vue de la gestion de la capacité du site, et 
la gestion de la circulation automobile et piétonne. 
Une proposition de plan de gestion du tourisme 
devrait être finalisée en mars 2007. Actuellement, 
le site ne bénéficie que d’une interprétation 
minimale. 

 
• Gestion des changements naturels du paysage 

forestier et de leur éventuel impact sur 
l’appréciation du paysage minier relique. 

 
• Élaboration d’approches de gestion de l’impact 

potentiel des racines des arbres sur les sites miniers 
en tant que sites archéologiques, ainsi que sur les 
structures (murs de soutènement par exemple).  

 
• Surveillance de la pollution des eaux due aux 

mines. 
 
Un système GIS est en développement depuis 10 ans pour 
cartographier le site. Il est terminé pour la zone principale 
et comprend à la fois données spatiales et textuelles. Il est 
mis à jour chaque année et devra par la suite être intégré à 
la base de données de planification. 
 
Ressources, y compris nombre d’employés, expertise et 
formation 
 
La ville de Ohda gère le fonds de protection de la mine 
d’argent de Iwami Ginzan, conformément à ses statuts ; 
des capitaux privés sont également injectés dans ce fond. 
Pour le reste du bien, la conservation et la maintenance 
sont sous la responsabilité des propriétaires privés, qui ont 
droit à des subventions à concurrence de 82,5 % de la part 
du gouvernement national et de la préfecture de Shimane 
pour les structures classées. 
 
Ces 5 dernières années, 1,8 milliard de yens ont été alloués 
au site proposé pour inscription. Les sommes devraient être 
légèrement inférieures dans les années à venir, mais la 
pérennité du financement semble assurée. 
 
Cependant, il semble que les ressources disponibles pour la 
conservation soient insuffisantes par rapport aux besoins / 
à la demande. L’ICOMOS s’inquiète également de ce que 
les implications de la gestion des vestiges souterrains et 
l’impact de la croissance des arbres dans les vestiges 
archéologiques restent encore à explorer pleinement. 
 
L’ICOMOS considère que le système de gestion du bien 
pourrait être adéquat une fois mis en œuvre si des 
stratégies plus spécifiquement axées sur les aspects 
exposés ci-dessus viennent le compléter.  
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6. SUIVI 
 
Quatre indicateurs de suivi ont été mis au point :  
 
1. L’état de conservation en terme d’importance et 
d'authenticité.  
 
2. L’efficacité du système de gestion. 
 
3. L’impact des pressions liées aux visiteurs et au tourisme, 
à l’environnement, aux catastrophes naturelles et au 
développement sur le bien et sa zone tampon.  
 
4. Le développement du bien et de sa zone tampon en tant 
que complexe à vocation internationale en harmonie avec 
l’environnement historique. 
 
Chacun d'eux comporte des sous catégories. Le suivi est 
essentiellement assuré à l'année par la municipalité de 
Ohda.  
 
 
7. CONCLUSIONS 
 
Combinaison unique de sites d’extraction minière, de fonte 
et de raffinage, de peuplements associés et de forteresses 
édifiées au sommet de montagnes, par sa délimitation 
définie, et par ses voies d’expédition menant à la côte et 
leurs liens culturels, Iwami Ginzan est un excellent 
candidat à l’inscription sur la Liste du patrimoine mondial. 
Le rôle de ce développement technologique insulaire dans 
l’expansion de l’industrie minière au Japon, et l’impact de 
la production d’argent à une échelle comparable à celle de 
l’Europe et de l’Amérique latine aux XVIe et XVIIe siècles 
lui confèrent une grande importance internationale 
potentielle. Toutefois, des recherches supplémentaires sont 
nécessaires pour mettre en évidence et présenter à l’appui 
de la proposition d’inscription la réalité sous-jacente à 
l’importance du site.  
 
Plusieurs aspects du bien peuvent être mis en rapport avec 
d’autres sites miniers sur la Liste du patrimoine mondial et 
les compléter, particulièrement du point de vue des liens 
culturels. Certains aspects, comme le développement 
insulaire d’une technologie minière, sont peut-être uniques 
au niveau international.  
 
Compte tenu de la situation globale du bien, il semblerait 
que le dossier de proposition d’inscription aurait été 
beaucoup plus solide s’il avait été préparé dans quelques 
années. D’ici là, des recherches complémentaires auraient 
pu être effectuées et certaines tâches menées à bien, 
comme le plan de gestion du tourisme. Tomogaura et 
certains autres endroits auraient pu bénéficier de quelques 
années supplémentaires d’efforts de conservation. 
 
Recommandations concernant l’inscription 
 
L’ICOMOS recommande que l’examen de la proposition 
d’inscription de la Mine d’argent de Iwami Ginzan et son 
paysage culturel, Japon, sur la Liste du patrimoine mondial 
soit différé afin de laisser à l’État partie le temps de : 
 
• Effectuer des recherches plus complètes sur le 

développement et l’application de la technologie 
dans les mines ; 

 
• Etudier l’impact global des entreprises minières 

dans la région et au-delà, afin de déterminer si le 
bien présente potentiellement une valeur 
universelle exceptionnelle en tant que site ayant un 
impact substantiel au-delà de sa propre région en 
termes d’évolution technologique, de levier 
économique et d’échange culturel.  

 
L’ICOMOS recommande également de veiller à la mise en 
place des dispositions de gestion envisagées, à la 
finalisation du plan de gestion du tourisme et 
d’interprétation, et à la poursuite des travaux de 
conservation sur les structures historiques.  
 
De plus, l’ICOMOS recommande de développer une 
stratégie archéologique plus détaillée pour consolider les 
vestiges souterrains contre l’envahissement par la forêt, et 
une étude sur la pollution de l’eau, mais aussi d’adopter 
des stratégies concernant les nouvelles autoroutes et la 
possibilité d’extraction d’argile. 
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Plan indiquant les délimitations du bien proposé pour inscription 



 
 

Vue aérienne du Mont Senoyama 
 
 

 
 

Vestige d’un puits de mine, Kamaya-mabu 



 
 

Rue de Omori-Ginzan 
 
 

 
 

Rakan-ji Gohyakurakan 



 
 

Vestiges de pavement en pierre (Kaidô Yunotsu-Okidomaridô, Iwami Ginzan) 
 
 

 
 

Vue aérienne de Tomogaura 
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