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DECISION OF THE WORLD HERITAGE COMMITTEE: 
Excerpt from the Report of the 27th Session of the World Heritage Committee 
Criterion (i): The property is of outstanding value for displaying the geological history of the last 50 million years 
associated with the collision of the Indian Plate with the Eurasian Plate, the closure of the ancient Tethys Sea, and the 
uplifting of the Himalaya Range and the Tibetan Plateau. These were major geological events in the evolution of the land 
surface of Asia and they are on-going. The diverse rock types within the site record this history and, in addition, the 
range of karst, granite monolith, and Danxia sandstone landforms in the alpine zone include some of the best of their 
type in the mountains of the world. 

Criterion (ii): The dramatic expression of ecological processes in the Three Parallel Rivers site has resulted from a mix 
of geological, climatic and topographical effects. First, the location of the area within an active orographic belt has 
resulted in a wide range of rock substrates from igneous (four types) through to various sedimentary types including 
limestones, sandstones and conglomerates. An exceptional range of topographical features - from gorges to karst to 
glaciated peaks -- is associated with the site being at a “collision point” of tectonic plates. Add the fact that the area was 
a Pleistocene refugium and is located at a biogeographical convergence zone (i.e. with temperate and tropical elements) 
and the physical foundations for evolution of its high biodiversity are all present. Along with the landscape diversity with a 
steep gradient of almost 6000m vertical, a monsoon climate affects most of the area and provides another favourable 
ecological stimulus that has allowed the full range of temperate Palearctic biomes to develop.  

Criterion (iii): Superlative natural phenomena or natural beauty and aesthetic importance The deep, parallel gorges of 
the Jinsha, Lancang and Nu Jiang are the outstanding natural feature of the site; while large sections of the three rivers 
lie just outside the site boundaries, the river gorges are nevertheless the dominant scenic element in the area. High 
mountains are everywhere, with the glaciated peaks of the Meili, Baima and Haba Snow Mountains providing a 
spectacular scenic skyline. The Mingyongqia Glacier is a notable natural phemonenon, descending to 2700 m altitude 
from Mt Kawagebo (6740 m), and is claimed to be the gla cier descending to the lowest altitude for such a low latitude 
(28° N) in the northern hemisphere. Other outstanding scenic landforms are the alpine karst (especially the 'stone moon' 
in the Moon Mountain Scenic Area above the Nu Jiang Gorge) and the 'tortoise shell' weathering of the alpine Danxia.  

Criterion (iv): Biodiversity and threatened species Northwest Yunnan is the area of richest biodiversity in China and may 
be the most biologically diverse temperate region on earth. The site encompasses most of the natural habitats in the 
Hengduan Mountains, one of the world's most important remaining areas for the conservation of the earth's biodiversity. 
The outstanding topographic and climatic diversity of the site, coupled with its location at the juncture of the East Asia, 
Southeast Asia, and Tibetan Plateau biogeographical realms and its function as a N-S corridor for the movement of plants 
and animals (especially during the ice ages), marks it as a truly unique landscape, which still retains a high degree of 
natural character despite thousands of years of human habitation. As the last remaining stronghold for an extensive suite 
of rare and endangered plants and animals, the site is of outstanding universal value 

BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS 
Consisting of eight geographical clusters of protected areas within the boundaries of the Three Parallel Rivers National 
Park, in the mountainous north-west of Yunnan Province, the 1.7 million hectare site features sections of the upper 
reaches of three of the great rivers of Asia: the Yangtze (Jinsha), Mekong and Salween run roughly parallel, north to 
south, through steep gorges which, in places, are 3,000 m deep and are bordered by glaciated peaks more than 6,000 m 
high. The site is an epicentre of Chinese biodiversity. It is also one of the richest temperate regions of the world in terms 
of biodiversity 
 
1.b  State, Province or Region:     Lijiang Prefecture, Diqing Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture and Nujiang Lisu 
Autonomous Prefecture, Yunnan Province 
1.d  Exact location:     N27 53 42 E98 24 23 
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THREE PARALLEL RIVERS OF YUNNAN PROTECTED AREA  

NOMINATION FOR WORLD NATURAL HERTIAGE STATUS 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  

From October 8 to 20, 2002, an assessment team composed of IUCN experts visited the nominated “Three 
Parallel Rivers of Yunnan Protected Areas”, which is applying for inclusion on the World Natural Heritage List. 
On November 14, 2002, according to the requirements of the IUCN evaluation and inspection experts, we 
submitted ‘Supplementary Materials of Application for World Natural Heritage of Three Parallel River’ to the 
IUCN evaluation and inspection experts at IUCN’s headquarters. This document includes seven parts, as well as 
relevant descriptions and materials.   On December 9, 2002, in response to the request of the World Heritage 
Center of UNISCO, we revised ‘Supplementary Materials of Application for World Natural Heritage of Three 
Parallel River’ and confirmed it as follows:  

1. Areas Involved 

1.1 To avoid confusion over the scope and area resulted from naming, this document refers to the nominated areas 
as “THREE PARALLEL RIVERS OF YUNNAN PROTECTED AREAS” 

1.2 The recommendations of the IUCN on the composition of the nominated areas are adopted here. At the same 
time, the original Haba Snow Mountain is composed of two relatively independent parts, therefore, in order to 
exercise efficient management and protection, the entire district has been separated into two areas, namely the 
‘Haba Snow Mountain Area’ and the ‘Qianhu Mountain Area’. These areas have been readjusted to include 
Gaoligong Mountains, Baimang-Meili Snow Mountains, Laowo Mountain, Yunling Mountain Mountain, 
Laojunshan Mountain, Haba Snow Mountain ,Qianhushan and Red Mountain. Napa Lake Nature Reserve has 
been removed from the list. The total area is now 1,698,400 ha.  

Table 1 Specific Area and Land Area of the Nominated Area 

Watershed Sub-Area Nature Reserve Involved Total Land Coverage (ha) 
Gaoligong Mountain Nature 
Reserve  34,6872.4448 

Pianma Scenic Area 23,910.0000 
Moon Mountain Scenic Area 44,550.0000 

Nujiang 
River 
(Salween)  

Gaoligong 
Mountain 

Gongshan Scenic Spot  98,690.0000 

514,022.4448 

Baimang Snow Mountain  
Nature Reserve  245,848.8320 

Meili Snow Mountain 76,240.0000 
Baimang-Meili 
Snow Mountain 

Julong Lake Scenic Area  26,930.0000 

349,018.8320 

Laowoshan Laowoshan Scenic Area 49,161.1712 49,161.1712 
Yunling 
Mountain  

Yunling Mountain Nature 
Reserve  89,787.4560 89,787.4560 

Lancang 
River 
(Mekong)  

Laojun Mountain Laojunshan Scenic Area  131,426.6688 131,426.6688 
Jinsha 
River 

Haba Snow 
Mountain 

Haba Snow Mountain 
Nature Reserve 171,75.4032 101775.4032 
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 Haba Snow Mountain 
Scenic Area 84,600.0000  

Qianhu Shan Qianhushan Scenic Area 98,540.0000 98540.0000 
Red Mountain Scenic Area 351,315.5464 

(Yangtze)  

Red Mountain  
Bita Lake Nature Reserve  13,371.8408 

36,4687.3872 

Total 8 15 1,698,419.36 

 

1.3 As an important nature reserve featuring biodiversity within the nominated areas along the Lancang River, 
Yunling Mountain is designated as a key nature reserve protecting habitats of golden monkey (rhinppithecus bieti) 
and important overall biodiversity. Since 1997, the Yunnan Provincial Government has carried out a series of 
biodiversity inventories in the area. Significant work has also been done on functional zone classification, 
institutional setups, and trainings for management staff and patrollers and public awareness building. The 
formulation of a detailed management plan is underway. The conservation and management of the nature reserve 
has been carried out smoothly so far. In 2000, the Provincial Forestry committee proposed to the Provincial 
Government to list Yunling Mountain as a “Provincial Nature Reserve.”  To date, the ratification and approval 
procedures are near the end and it is estimated the area will be formally become a provincial nature reserve in 
December 2002.  

1.4 In order to guarantee the integrity of the natural resources and biodiversity of the nominated areas, initiated by 
the Yunnan Provincial Government, base inventory and preparatory work on the establishment of the Gaoligong 
Mountain Biological Corridor and the gorge reserves (the Shangri-la Gorge, Wengshui Gorge and Nujiang Gorge) 
have commenced. Currently, corridor construction has also been incorporated into the Master Plan of the 
Gaoligong Mountain Nature Reserve, and Shangri-la Gorge is being inventoried.  

Following the recommendations of IUCN experts, and a formal report on the readjustment and extension of the 
nominated areas will be submitted to IUCN and UNESCO before 2007.  

 

2. ON CLASSIFYING THE SUB-AREAS 

2.1 Based on the national criteria as to the definitions of nature reserve and national key scenic areas in China, all 
the nominated areas will be designated as key protected areas and the adjacent areas will be designated as buffer 
zones.  

2.2 Based on the suggestions of IUCN experts and considering the individual characteristics of the seven regions 
of the nominated area, the core zones and buffer zones of each region are specified (Figure 1-8), aiming at 
strengthening the protection of biological, geological and landscape resources. The specific value and resource 
features of each region of the nominated areas are analyzed in regard to IUCN criterion on nature reserve 
classification with the results presented as follows (Table 2)
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Table 2 Components of “Three Parallel Rivers ” and Resource Value Analysis  

Land Area (ha) 

Area of Functional Zones Specific Region 
Total Area 

Core Area Buffer Zone 

Value of Resources Correspondent IUCN 
Classification Over view 

Core Area  Buffer Zone    

Gaoligong 
Mountain 514,022.4 305,306.1 208,716.3 

High variety of fauna;  

It exhibits a complete vertical spectrum of 
mountain ecosystems;  

It is a microcosm of biodiversity in China, and 
the highest biodiversity in the ecoregion. 

?  

 

?  

 

Baimang-Meili 
Snow Mountain 349,018.8 267,507.8 81,511.0 

It represents typical landscape features of the 
Lancang River;  

It is a concentrated area of important geological 
occurrences. 

It is a major habitat of the Golden Monkey  

?  ?  

  

   ?  

Laowoshan 49,161.2 17,426.1 31,735.1 
(1) It is protected area preserving the typical 
ecosystems and biodiversity of the Lancang 
River Watershed 

?  
     

 ?  

Yunling Mountain 
89,787.4 

 
31,346.0 58,441.4 

(1) It is a major habitat of the Golden Monkey  
?  

   

?  

Laojunshan  131426.7 44,265.7 

 

87,161.0 

Typical alpine Danxia (purple sandstone) 
landform 

Alpine lakes 

Important habitats of the Golden Monkey 

?  

   

  ?  

?  The seven sites of 
“Three Parallel Rivers 
Protected Area” are related 
and complementary to 
each other and form an 
integrated unit. The whole 
nominated area can meet 
the four criterion on 
natural heritage, as are 
specified in World Nature 
Heritage Convention 

?  The Core Area of each 
individual site is in 
correspondence with 
Criterion I and  II of 
IUCN on classifying 
nature reserves And the 
buffer zone of the each site 
is in correspondent with 
Criterion ?  ? .  
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Haba Snow 
Mountain  101775.4 28356.3 

 

 

73419.1 

 

Modern marine glacier with lowest latitude in 
China;  

Vertical vegetative spectrum typical of the Jinsha 
River 

Germplasm of rare and endangered species and 
unique landscape features 

?  

   

   ?  

Red Mountain  364687.4 205,603.8 

 

159,083.6 

Typical geological landscape and plant diversity 
region along the Jinsha River 

Winter habitat for black-necked crane 

?  

  

  ?  

 

Qianhu Mountain 98540.0 39629.6 58910.4 Alpine lake and Alpine meadow  ?  ?   
Total  1698419.3 939,441.4 758,977.9     
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Table 3 A Detailed Zoning of the Core Area of the Nominated Sites 

No.  Area (ha.) Sub-Area Corresponding 
IUCN category 

A-1 253,504.6 Gaoligong Mountain Nature Reserve  ?  

A-2 46,219.9 Gaoligong Mountain Nature Reserve  ?  

A-3 5,581.6 Gaoligong Mountain Nature Reserve  ?  

B-1 37,800.4 Meili Snow Mountain Scenic Area in the Baimang  
- Meili Snow Mountain 

?  

B-2 18,881.9 Julong Lake Scenic Area in the Baimang -Meili 
Snow Mountain 

?  

B-3 41,966.4 Meili Snow Mountain Scenic  Area in the Baimang  
-Meili Snow Mountain 

?  

B-4 168,859.1 Baimang Snow Mountain Nature Reserve in the 
Baimang-Meili Snow Mountain 

?  

C-1 24,204.8 Red Mountain Scenic Area in Red Mountain  
Sub-Area 

?  

C-2 71,035.5 Red Mountain Scenic Area in Red Mountain  
Sub-Area 

?  

C-3 56,858.9 Red Mountain Scenic Area in Red Mountain  
Sub-Area 

?  

C-4 21,411.3 Red Mountain Scenic Area in Red Mountain  
Sub-Area 

?  

C-5 32,093.3 Bita Lake Nature Reserve and Red Mountain Scenic 
Area in Red Mountain Sub-Area 

? ?  

D-1 12,938.8 Haba Snow Mountain Scenic Area in Haba Snow 
Mountain Sub-Area 

?  

D-2 8,558.5 Haba Snow Mountain Scenic Area in Haba Snow 
Mountain Sub-Area 

?  

D-3 6,859.0 Haba Snow Mountain Nature Reserve in Haba Snow 
Mountain Sub-Area 

?  

E-1 9,098.3 Laowoshan ?  

E-2 8,327.8 Laowoshan ?  

F-1 8,724.5 Yunling Mountain ?  

F-2 9,706.6 Yunling Mountain ?  

F-3 12,914.9 Yunling Mountain ?  

G-1 18,072.3 Laojunshan ?  

G-2 12,639.4 Laojunshan ?  

G-3 13554.0 Laojunshan ?  

H-1 39629.6 Qianhu Mountain scenic area in Qianhu Mountain ?  

? specific location and boundary of the each region is detailed in Annex (Figure 2-8)
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2.3 About the Population in the Nominated Area 

2.3.1 Related Data on Population 

Table 4 Population of the Nominated Sites 

Sub-Area Population  
Population of Core Area 

Gaoligong Mountain  17,930 5,166 

Baimang-Meili Snow 
Mountain  

89,146 6,303 

Laowoshan  147 0 

Laojunshan  8,765 575 

Yunling Mountain  632 361 

Haba Snow Mountain  129,869 18,478 

Qianhu Mountain 15762 383 

Red Mountain 16,078 5,246 

Total  278,329 36,512 

2.3.2 Plans and Objectives on Population Control in the Nominated Area  

2.3.2.1 The Government of China has taken positive measures to implement effective management and 
planned relocation on the population living within the nominated area. Since 2000, Yunnan Provincial 
Government launched the poverty-alleviation program, relocating some people both in the area and to other 
areas. To date, about 9,000 households (about 36,000 people) have been relocated from within the 7 sites of 
the nominated area. Of these 9,000 households, 1,500 are from the Core Areas and the rest 7,500 households 
are from the buffer zones. Most of the households relocated are from high altitude areas with vulnerable 
ecosystem and poor living conditions of Gaoligong Mountains, Haba Snow Mountain and Red Mountain. 
The people are mainly relocated to Dali and Simao Prefectures where there is relatively more farmland and 
population carrying capacity and to areas near the cities in Nujiang and Deqing Prefectures.  

2.3.2.2 According to the Yunnan Provincial Poverty Alleviation Program, another 19,500 people will be 
relocated from the nominated area in the next 5 years. Of these people, about 60% is from the Core Areas.  

2.3.2.3 In order to guarantee the permanent protection and maintain sustainable development in the area, the 
Yunnan Provincial Government, based on the environment, resources , carrying capacity, and current practices 
of the nominated area’s residents, has decided to control, within five years, the population in the area to 
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remain within 298,000 and the population in the Core Area is strictly controlled to remain within 20,000.  

3. CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT PLAN 

3.1 Conservation and Development Planning System and the Conservation 

Planning Progress  

3.1.1 The Yunnan Provincial Government has formulated detailed plans on the “Three Parallel Rivers of 
Yunnan Protected Areas,” which will be implemented in stages. Following the suggestions of IUCN experts 
and the conservation management of the nominated area, the planning is further adjusted (detailed in the 
following framework. Table 5)  

Table 5 Planning system of the “Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan Protected Areas” 
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3.1.2 To date, the Master Plan of the “Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan Protected Area” has been completed 
and approved by the Ministry of Construction of China and submitted to the Central Government for 
approval. Since 2000, Yunnan Provincial Government has set a timetable for the formulation and 
implementation of the specific plans.   
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3.1.2.1 Up to September 2002, 9 conservation plans have been formulated and approved by the Yunnan 
Provincial Government for implementation. They are:  

?? Gaoligong Mountain Nature Reserve Conservation Plan  
?? Baimang Snow Mountain Nature Reserve Conservation Plan  
?? Haba Snow Mountain Nature Reserve Conservation Plan 
?? Red Mountain Scenic Area (Nature Reserve) Conservation Plan 
?? Meili Snow Mountain Scenic Area (Nature Reserve) Conservation and Interpretation Plan  
?? Gongshan Scenic Area (Nature Reserve) Conservation and Interpretation Plan  
?? Qinahushan Scenic Area (Nature Reserve) Conservation and Interpretation Plan 

 

3.1.2.2 In 6 areas, data collection and inventories are going on and the conservation plans will be formulated 
and approved for implementation by 2003, namely:  

?? Yunling Mountain Nature Reserve Conservation Plan  
?? Laowoshan Conservation Plan 
?? Julong Lake Conservation Plan 
?? Haba Snow Mountain Scenic Area (Nature Reserve) Conservation Plan  
?? Yueliangshan (Moon Mountain) Conservation Plan  
?? Pianma Scenic Area Conservation plan  

3.1.2.3 The Action Plan for Three Parallel Rivers Protected Area formulated by the Management Bureau of 
the “Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan Protected Area” has been approved by the Provincial Government and 
submitted to the IUCN experts. We will soon organize the formulation of the Monitoring System 
Establishment Plan, Indigenous People Support Plan, Regional Management Plan, and Publicity and 
Education Plan.  These plans will formulate and approved for implementation by 2004.  

3.1.2.4 In order to strengthen the conservation and management of the core areas of the nominated area, 
based on the existing conservation and management plans, the Provincial World Heritage Management 
Committee will organize Yunnan Provincial Forestry committee, “Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan Protected 
Area” Management Bureau, Yunnan Provincial Environment Bureau, Yunnan University, Kunming Institute 
of Zoology, Kunming Institute of Botany, Kunming University of Science and Technology and other related 
institutes to formulate a feasible Resources Conservation and Management Plan of Three Parallel Rivers of 
Yunnan Protected Area, focusing on the thorough research of biodiversity and geological diversity in the 

core areas. The plan will be finished before 2004 and implemented afterwards.  

3.1.2.5 Governmental support and guarantee for the implementation of the plans. 

Upon the approval by the Yunnan Provincial Government, all the conservation plans of the “Three Parallel 
Rivers Protected Area” will be legally put into effect and implemented the respective management agencies. 
These plans will serve as the guidance for the management of these areas. “Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan 
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Protected Areas” Management Bureau is responsible for formulating and supervising the implementation of 
these plans. The Yunnan Provincial government will provide support in terms of funding, institutional 
organization, training and technological cooperation to guarantee the implementation of the plans. Yunnan 
World Heritage Management Committee will be delegated the tasks of implementing the specific supporting 
activities.   

3.1.2.5.1 Institutional Organization 

In order to strengthen the management capacity and technical forces of the nominated area, the present 
Management Bureau of “Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan Protected Area” will be enlarged. Before 2004, the 
full staff members will reach 25. High quality management experts will be introduced, thus strengthening the 
planning, management, scientific research and monitoring systems. A management network covering all parts 
of the nominated area will be established as the final goal.  

3.1.2.5.2 To increase the financial input in the basic researches, conservation facilities and administration of 
the nominated area 

From 2003, the provincial government will include the management and conservation fund of the nominated 
area into the provincial annual budget planning, guaranteeing regular funding from the provincial government 
to implement the management plans. At the same time, the three prefectures where the nominated area is 
located should allocate fund input on resources management in their respective 5 year and 10 year plans.  

From 2003-2008, the provincial government will input no less than 15 million yuan for the daily management, 
fundamental conservation and researches of the nominated area. And the input for special conservation 
programs should not be less than 200 million.  

3.1.2.5.3 To improve the knowledge structure and overall quality of the grassroots management staff through 
training workshops and introduction of advanced management and research personnel so as to bring up high 
quality human resources for the smooth implementation of management plans.  

In five years time, all the staff members of the nominated area should have at least vocational school or 
higher educational background and should attend at least one training workshop on world heritage 
conservation and management.  

3.1.2.5.4 With the assistance of the provincial government, the management institutions should carry out 
extensive cooperation with international and national counterparts, making use of the rich capacity of these 
institutions, their advanced technologies to carry out thematic researches and technical proliferation. At 
present, a series of special technology proliferation programs are under way in the area, including “extending 
the use of fuel-efficient stoves,” “ the information monitoring system for Meili Snow Mountain.” to name 
only a few.   

3.2 THE CONSERVATION OF THE THREE GREAT RIVERS IN THE NOMINATED AREA  

3.2.1 “Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan Protect Areas” lies in the high elevation mountainous region in 
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western Yunnan. The region is characterized by complicated landscapes, varied climate patterns and sharp 
elevation differences. The indigenous peoples, as is usually the case, mostly live in the valley areas along the 
Three Rivers. The biological and geological resources in these areas are very much disturbed by human 
beings with years of cultivation activities. Considering the diversity and uniqueness of the natural resources 
of the area, the three rivers and the low elevation areas along the rivers are not included in the nominated 
area.  

3.2.2 As the backbone of the nominated area, the three rivers share an integrated feature and enjoy uniqueness 
of their own. Over the years, the Chinese government has been taking positive measures to conserve the 
water resources, geological relics and uniqueness of the three rivers. In recent years, through the initiation of 
multiple domestic programs such as a logging ban, natural forest protection, erosion control, reforestation and 
poverty reduction and the active participation in international cooperation programs like “Mekong River 
Sub-region Conservation and Development, the government has strengthened its efforts to rehabilitate and 
conserve the pristine nature of the three great rivers.   

3.2.3  Following the suggestions of IUCN evaluation experts, the Management Bureau of the “Three 
Parallel Rivers of Yunnan Protected Area” will cooperate with Water Conservation Department, Forestry 
Department and Environment Protection Bureau and other research institutions and consulting firms to work 
out a comprehensive Conservation Plan of Jinsha River, Lancang River and Nujiang River watersheds. The 
plan will be finished before 2005.  

3.3 THE MAJOR THREATS AND STRATEGIES TO BE DEVELOPED 

The nominated area extends over a large area mostly situated in high elevation mountains, the ecological, 
geological and landscape resources are more or less threatened by natural disasters and human interventions. 
The Yunnan Provincial government and local management departments have formulated feasible plans to 
reduce the threats to the least degree.  

3.3.1 Threats on Resources of the Nominated Area Imposed by Indigenous Peoples  

The threats imposed by the indigenous people involve three aspects: population growth, poor education and 
relatively primitive production and living methods 

3.3.1.1 Population Growth  

According to the latest census, the total population of the nominated area is 278,000; the increasing 
population is imposing certain pressure to the natural resources conservation in the area. 

In addition to strictly implementing “Family Planning” Program of the central government, the Provincial 
Government has taken a series of measures to control the population of the nominated area within the 
aforesaid objective. These measures include relocation, encouraging off-farm employment, preventing new 
settlements, and so on.   

3.3.1.2 In recent years, in response to occasional occurrences of unauthorized timber harvesting and poaching 
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activities, the government has strengthened the enforcement of related laws and regulations. The management 
departments have taken measures to confiscate hunting tools and bring penalties to lawbreakers. Technical 
training workshops on resources conservation have been organized to improve the capacity and education 
level of the local people. Efforts have also been made to create employment opportunities so as to 
fundamentally eliminate cases damaging natural resources.   

3.3.1.3 To deal with the threats on natural resources from slash-burn farming and shifting farming, the central 
and local governments have input funds to carry out special improvement of farming methods, i.e. 
reforestation of slopes with gradient over 25°and proliferating the practice of raising livestock in fenced 

dens and establishing seasonal grazing lands. Since 1998, the negative impact of traditional farming method 
has been reduced effectively to a lesser degree in the nominated area.  

3.3.2 Threats from Underdeveloped Local Economy 

Nujiang and Diqing Prefectures, the place where the nominated area is mainly located, are underdeveloped 
regions of Yunnan Province. About 70% of the counties in these two prefectures are among the poorest in 
China. Poor economic conditions of the local people make them extract their livelihood at the cost of 
consuming natural resources in unsustainable ways. This imposes a major threat to the biological resources 
and ecological resources in the nominated area.  

To improve the situation, both the central and provincial government have organized and implemented 
“Poverty Alleviation Programs” in the area over the years. With the guidance of the government, the 
assistance of the enterprises and the participation of the local people, ecologically sound and 
technology-based economy has been promoted in the area. The specific measures involve technology, 
education and industrialization, all aiming at poverty alleviation in the area. To date, there have been 
satisfactory results in these fields.  

3.3.3 Threats from Natural Disasters 

The most common natural disasters in the area are mudslides and landslides. The Yunnan Provincial 
government has studied areas where these disasters occur and has formulated and implemented improvement 
programs, including relocation, biological or engineering control, water conservancy and erosion control, 
rescuing geological relics and biological resources and setting up monitoring systems.  

In addition, preventive measures have been taken to limit the damage of other types of natural disasters, such 
as forest fires, pests and diseases, hailstorms and frost.  

 

 

 



THREE PARALLEL RIVERS OF YUNNAN PROTECTED AREA 

 

 13

4. STATISTICS ON TOURISTS VISITING THE NOMINATED AREA 

Table 6 Tourists Visiting the Nominated Area from 1999 to 2001  

Percentage  
Region 

1999 

( person)  

2000
( person)  

2001
( person)  Domestic 

% 
International 
% 

Key Area  

Gaoligong Mountain 103,000 122,000 115,000 85 15  Gongshan County 
and Pianma 

Meili Snow Mountain 23,000 27,000 31,000 90 10 Meili Snow 
Mountain 

Julong Lake scenic area 700 950 1100 100 0  
Laowoshan 1,500 1,570 1,460 95 5  
Laojunshan  8,900 9,300 13,000 85 15 Liming, Jiushijiu Spring 
Qianhuashan  7,600 8,700 9,500 95 5 Bigutiandi 

Red Mountain 10,500 13,000 17,500 90 5 
Shangri-la Gorge,  

Shudu Lake  
Total  155,200 182,520 188,560    

 

5. MANAGEMENT STAFF AND MANAGERIAL POSTS  

Table 7 Management Staff of the Nominated Area 

Types of Managerial Post (persons) 

Sub-Area Total staff (persons) Senior 
management 
personnel  

Forest protection 
staff  Patrolling staff  Researchers  

Gaoligong Mountain 1,226 187 680 298 61 
Baimang-Meili Snow 
Mountian 

1,072 201 422 367 82 

Laowoshan 147 21 66 43 17 
Yunlin 249 32 97 69 51 
Haba snow Mountain 138 16 49 64 9 
Qianhu Mountain  76 11 25 38 4 
Laojunshan  332 31 107 171 23 
Red Mountain 419 67 123 187 42 
Total  3,659 566 1,569 1,237 289 

6. FURTHER ELABORATION ON THE DIVERSITY OF WILDLIFE SPECIES IN THE NOMINATED 

AREA 

6.1 Overview  

From valley bottoms to mountain tops, from Dulong River (upper reaches of Irrawaddy) in the west to Jinsha 
River in the east, the wildlife in the nominated area represent the biodiversity of South Asia tropical, 
subtropical, temperate, tundra and alpine climate. The composition of fauna in the area is very complicated 
with frequent occurrences of endemic elements. Mosaic, disjunctive and vicarious distributions of epibiotic 
species and more recent species, a mix of monotypic genus and species and the presence of a high degree of 
endemism have made the nominated area especially rich in rare, endangered species, making the area a most 
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critical region for biodiversity research in China and even the northern hemisphere.   

The biodiversity in the nominated area is exceptionally concentrated. In an area of only 5.5% of the total land 
area of Yunnan and only 0.2% that of China sees 173 species of mammals, 417 species of birds, 59 species of 
reptiles, 36 species of amphibians, 76 species of fishes and 31 species of insects and butterflies. With the 
exception of amphibians, insects and butterflies, the number of the wildlife species found in the area takes up 
more than half of all the species found in the Hengduan Mountains, with birds and beasts exceeding more 
than 70%~78%. About half of all the species in Yunnan and 25%~33% in China are found in the area. And 
some species are endemic to the area. 

Table 8 Richness of Wildlife of the Nominated Area 

 Mammals Birds Reptiles  Amphibians Freshwater Fishes Papilionidae-Parnas
sidae 

 Species  %* Species  %* Species  %* Species  %* Species  %* Species  %* 
Nominat
ed Area 

173 417 59 36 76 31 

Hengdua
n 
Mountai
ns  

221 78.28 590 70.68 117 50.42 81 44.44 137 55.47 79 39.24 

Yunnan 300 57.67 802 52.00 152 38.82 112 32.14 382 19.70 85 36.47 
Sichuan 222 77.92 625 60.60 85 69.41 91 39.56 241 31.54   
Tibet 126 137.30 473 88.16 58 101.72 39 92.31     
China  609 25.07 1260 33.10 403 14.64 278 12.95 1010 7.52 129 24.31 
Myanma
r 

300 57.67 967 43.12 241 24.28 75 48.00   68 45.59 

India  350 50.28 1200 37.75 453 13.24 182 19.78   77 40.30 

*Percentage of species of the nominated area in regard to the areas compared 
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Table 9 Percentage of Endemic Wildlife Species in the Nominated Area 

Category  
Number of Wildlife Species in the 
Three Parallel Rivers Of Yunnan 
Protected Areas 

Endemic Species  % 

Beasts 173 81 46.82 
Birds 417 22 5.27 
Reptiles  59 27 45.76 
Amphibians  36 25 69.44 
Freshwater Fishes  76 35 46.05 
Papilionidae-Parnassidae 27 8 29.62 
Total  788 198 25.38 

6.2 The Class A National Protected Mammals in the Nominated Area 

Table 10 The Class A National Protected Wildlife in the Nominated Area 

Name  Population size Major Distribution Area 
Rhinopitheus bieti 1,000—1500 Baimang Snow Mountain, Laojunshan 

and Yunling Mountain  
Trachypithecus pileatus 300 Gaoligong Mountain  
Neofelis nebulosa 80 The whole nominated area 

Panthera pardus 30 The whole nominated area 

Uncia uncia 20 Baimang Snow Mountain, Yunling 
Mountain, Red Mountain and Haba 
Snow Mountain  

Naemorhedus baileyi 300-400 Gaoligong Mountain (Dulong River) 
Budorcas taxicolor 400-500 Gaoligong Mountain  
Ciconia nigra  30-50 Gaoligong Mountain and Red 

Mountain  
Aquila chrysaetos 10-20 Baimang Snow Mountain Yunling 

Mountain, Red Mountain and Haba 
Snow Mountain  

Tetrastes sewerzowi 200-300 Baimang Snow Mountain, Yunling 
Mountain, Red Mountain and Haba 
Snow Mountain  

Tragopan blythi 10-20 Gaoligong Mountain (Gongshan 
County) 

Lophophorus sclateri 200-250 Gaoligong Mountain(Gongshan, 
Fugong and Lushui Counties)  

Grus nigricollis  30 Red Mountain (Bita Lake) 

6.3 Population size and distribution of Yunnan Golden Monkey in “Three Parallel River Protected Area”  

As an endemic species to the nominated area, Yunnan Golden Monkey, (altogether 12 groups and about 
1,200-1,700 individuals), are found living inside the nominated area. The Golden monkey is the most typical 
species representing biodiversity in the nominated area. The major distribution areas are Baimang Snow 
Mountain, Laojunshan and Yunling Mountain. The largest group is found in Baimang Snow Mountain Nature 
Reserve, with a population of more than 250.  
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7. COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS ON THE VALUE OF THE RESOURCES BETWEEN THE NOMINATED 

AREA AND SIMILAR WORLD NATURAL HERITAGE SITES IN CHINA  

“Three Parallel Rivers” Protected Area is a typical low latitude, high elevation alpine protected area. Up to 
2001, China has three World Natural Heritage sites featuring mountain resources, namely Wuyishan, 
Wulingyuan, Jiuzhaigou (including Huanglong). In terms of the Danxia (purple sandstone) landform, the 
nominated area shares certain similar features with Wuyishan; in latitude, elevation and biodiversity, it bears 
similarities with Jiuzhaigou and Huanglong.  

7.1 A Comparison of the Natural Resources Value of the Nominated Area and Jiuzhaigou 
(including Huanglong)   

Comparatively, the uniqueness of the nominated area lies in its large size, great rivers, deep gorges, gigantic 
mountains and so on as is detailed in the following:   

7.1.1  “Three Parallel Rivers Protected Area” has its undisputable geological wonder in that three great 
rivers runs parallel for more than 170 km, creating one of the peerless wonders in the world.  

7.1.2 The nominated area forms the major part of the Hengduan Moutnains, the southeastern extension of the 
Qinghai-Tibet Plateau. The unique geological formation and rich geological relics clearly record the major 
geological events such as the uplift of the Himalayan Mountains and the collision between Eurasian plate and 
Indian plate as well as the closure of the ancient Tethys Sea. This makes the nominated area important in 
displaying the geological history, unmatched by other World Natural Heritage sites in China.  

7.1.3 The nominated area is a region with the richest biodiversity and ecosystems in China and even in the 
whole northern hemisphere. It has been listed on the top of China’s 17 areas with the richest biodiversity. 
This makes the nominated area the most typical and representative site among all the world natural heritage 
sites in China in terms of biodiversity.   

7.1.4 A complete array of various ancient glacial relics and low latitude glaciers are distributed in Meili Snow 
Mountain, Baimang Snow Mountain, Haba Snow Mountain and other places of the nominated area. The 
integrity and diversity of glacial landscape features in the nominated area is more typical than those found in 
other World Natural Heritage Sites in China such as Jiuzhaigou.  

7.1.5 More than 70% of the total population of golden monkey, the first grade national protected wildlife 
species and one of the most critically endangered species in the world, are distributed in the “Three Parallel 
Rivers of Yunnan Protected Area. In this respect, the nominated area is also enjoying a status that can not be 
expected by any other heritage sites in China.   

7.1.6 The steepness of the nominated area means that about 90% of the Core Areas undisturbed by human 
activit ies. This pristine quality is unique among other heritage sites in China.  

7.2 A comparison between the nominated area with Jiuzhaigou and Huanglong in terms of biogeographical 
units, species diversity and ecosystem diversity 
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7.2.1 Classification of Biogeographical Units  

According to the Chinese bio-geographical division system (see Overview of Biodiversity Conservation in 
China, 1998, China Forestry Press), the nominated area belongs to Hengduan Mountain Unit in Southwest 

China Region, characterized by mighty mountains and deep gorges . Jiuzhaigou and Honglong belong to 
Qionglai-Mingshan Units of the same region. Emeishan belongs to Sichuan Basin Unit of the Central China 
Region. 

According to Wu Zhengyi’s newest research findings-(1998: Floristic characteristics and Diversity of East 
Asian plants) , the Nominated Area, Jiuzhaigou and Huanglong belong to East Asiatic Kingdom, 

Sino-Himalayan Forest Subkingdom and Hengduan Mountain Region. More specifically, the nominated area 
belongs to the Three River-Gorges Subregion, while Jiuzhaigou and Huanglong belong to Taohe-Mingshan 
subregion. Emei Mountain belongs to East Asiatic Kingdom, Sino-Japanese forest subkingdom, Central 
China region, Sichuan basin subregion 

Table 11 Bio-geographical Division of the World Natural Heritage Sites in China (1998)  

Area  Bio-geographical Region 
Nominated Area Southwest China Region, Hengduan Mountain Subregion 

Jiuzhaigou Southwest China Region Qionglai-Mingshan Subregion 
Huanglong Southwest China Region, Qionglai-Mingshan Subregoin 
Emei Mountain  Central China Region, Sichuan Basin Subregion 

Table 12 Floral Positions of the World Natural Heritage Sites in China  

Place Name Flora Region  
Nominated Area Sino-Himalayan forest subkingdom, Hengduan Mountain region, three river gorge 

subregion  
Jiuzhaigou Sino-Himalayan forest subkingdom, Hengduan Mountain region, Taohe-Mingshan 

subregion 

Huanglong Sino-Himalayan forest subkingdom, Hengduan Mountain region, Taohe-Mingshan 
subregion 

Emeishan Sino-Japan forest subkingdom, Central China region, Sichuan Basin subregion  

7.2.2 Differences in ecosystem diversity between the nominated area and the other world natural heritage 
sites in China 

The nominated area is known for its rich vertical vegetation spectra and distinctive east-west floral and faunal 
differences. Diverse and characteristic vegetative types such as the sclerophyllous evergreen broad-leaved 
forests, small- leaved shrub in dry and hot valleys, and Taiwania flousiana forests are found in the area. 
Presented below are the vertical vegetation spectra (from low to high elevation) in some sites of the 
nominated area:  
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The west side of the Gaoligong Mountain 

Monsoon evergreen broadleaf forest? humid evergreen broadleaf forest? mid-montane humid evergreen 
broadleaf forest? mixed forests of coniferous and broadleaf species/deciduous broadleaf forests? spruce 
forests and Abies spp. forests? alpine meadow. 

The east side of the Gaoligong Mountain 

Yunnan pine forests? Taiwania flousiana/humid evergreen broadleaf forests? mid-montane humid evergreen 
broadleaf forest? mixed forests of broadleaf and coniferous forests(forests of deciduous species) ? spruce 
forests and Abies forests? alpine meadow. 

The west side of the Biluoxueshan 

Yunnan pine forest? humid evergreen broadleaf forests? mid-montane humid evergreen broadleaf forests?
mixed forests of broadleaf and coniferous species/deciduous broadleaf forests? spruce forests and Abies 
forest? alpine meadow. 

The east side of the Biluo Snow Mountain 

Yunnan pine forest? Pinus densata/ sclerophyllous evergreen broadleaf forests? mixed forests of broadleaf 
and coniferous species/deciduous broadleaf forsets? spruce forests and Abies forest? alpine meadow?

alpine screes. 

 The west side of the Yunling Mountain Mountain 

Small-leaved shrubs in the dry and hot valleys? P. densata forests/sclerophyllous evergreen broadleaf forests
? mixed forests of conifers and broadleaved species/deciduous broadleaved forests? forests of spruce, 
firs(Abies spp.) and larches? alpine meadows/alpine scrubs? alpine screes. 

The eas t side of the Yunling Mountain Mountains  

Small-leaved shrubs in the dry and hot valleys? P. densata forests/sclerophyllous evergreen broadleaf forests
? mixed forests of conifers and broadleaved species/deciduous broadleaved forests? forests of spruce, 
firs(Abies spp.) and larches? alpine meadows/alpine scrubs? alpine screes. 

In comparison, systems existing in the nominated area like the monsoon broadleaf evergreen forests, 
sclerophyllous evergreen broadleaf forests, small-leaved shrubs in dry and hot valleys, Taiwania flousiana 
forests, alpine meadows, scrubs and screes are not found in Emeishan, the nearest natural heritage site in 
China from the nominated area.  

In Jiuzhaigou and Huanglong, monsoon evergreen broadleaved forests, humid evergreen broadleaved forests, 
mid-montane humid evergreen broadleaf forests, sclerophyllous evergreen broadleaf forests, small- leaved 
shrub in dry and hot valleys and forests of Taiwania flousiana do not exist.  
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In all the other places, the vertical spectra of vegetation are not as rich as this nominated area. 

To sum up, the nominated area has the most vegetation types in the world and the same is true with its 
uniqueness of vegetation types. The most unique vegetation types in the area are: sclerophyllous evergreen 
broadleaf forests, dry and hot valley small- leaved shrubs and forests of Tawainia flousiana. .  

 

Table 13 Comparison between the Nominated Area and Jiuzhaigou, Huanglong and Emei Mountain in 
terms of Ecosystem Diversity 

Vegetation Type Nominated 
Area 

Jiuzhaigou  Huanglong Emei 
Mountain  

Monsoon evergreen broadleaf forests Yes  No No No  

Humid evergreen broadleaf forests Yes  No No Yes 
mid-montane humid evergreen broadleaf forests Yes  No No Yes 
Mixed coniferous and broadleaf forest Yes  Yes Yes Yes 

Deciduous broadleaf forests Yes  Yes Yes Yes 
Forests of Taiwania flousiana Yes  No No No 

Yunnan pine forests Yes  No No  No  
Pinus densata forests Yes  Yes Yes No  

Spruce forest  Yes Yes  Yes No 

Fir forest (Abies spp.) Yes Yes Yes  Yes 
Larch forests Yes Yes Yes  No  

Alpine meadow  Yes Yes Yes  No 
Sclerophyllous evergreen broadleaf forests Yes No No No  

Alpine screes Yes Yes Yes Yes  
Dry and hot valley small- leaved shrubs Yes  No  No  No  

7.2.3 Differences in the species diversity between the nominated area and the other natural heritage sites of 
China  

The Nominated Area lies in the heartlands of Northwest Yunnan, one of the three biodiversity centers in 
China. In the area, there are 210 families, 1,200 genera and 6,000 species of vascular plants. Of these, 600 
species are endemic to the “Three Parallel Rivers Region”. The rich endemic species of the area makes it top 
the list of the 17 “Key Protected Biodiversity Regions in China”. Biodiversity declines the farther it is from 
the nominated area.  

Presented below are some of the endemic species of the nominated area:   

Pteridophyta 

Phlegmariurus yunnanensis (Huperziaceae), Angiopteris esculenta (Angiopteridaceae), Phymatopteris 
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chrysotricha (Polypodiaceae), Sorolepidium glaciale (Dryopteridaceae).  

Gymnospermae 

Abies ferreana (Pinaceae), Abies ernestii (Pinaceae), Abies georgei (Pinaceae), Abies nukiangensis 
(Pinaceae), Larix speciosa(Pinaceae),Torreya yunnanensis (Taxaceae).  

Angiospermae 

Aeschynanthus lasianthus, Betula gynoterminalis, Codolopsis cordifolioides, Codolopsis gombalana, 
Corylopsis glaucescens, Corylus wangii, Euonymus fugongensis, Euonymus gongshanensis, Gentiana 
asparagoides, Gentiana forrestii, Impatiens lecomtei, Impatiens Microcentra, Lilium henricii, Lysionotus 
sessilifolius, Machilus gongshanensis, Manglietia kungshanensis, Monocladus macrophyllus, Mussaenda 
gongshanensis, Myricaria laxa, Pedicularis lamioides, Pedicularis yui, Polygonum unbrosum, Rhododendron 
albertsenianum, Rhododendron bijiangense, Rhododendron cilipes, Rhododendron codonanthum, 
Rhododendron flaviflorum, Rhododendron gongshanense, Rhododendron leptopeplum, Rhododendron 
nakotiltum, Rhododendron protistum, Rhododendron protistum var. giganteum, Rhododendron rhombifolium, 
Rhododendron rothschildii, Rhododendron rude, Rhododendron sinonuttallii, Saussurea picridifolia, 
Schefflera tenuis.  

Families endemic to the Southeast Asia found distributed in the nominated area mainly include 
Circaeasteraceae, Eupteleaceae, Tetracentraceae, Dipentodontaceae, Kingdoniaceae, Stachyuraceae, 
Helwingiaceae, Toricelliaceae, Sladeniaceae, Eucommiaceae, Davidiaceae and so on.   

More than 1,500 species are first found and with the prototype specimen collected from the nominated area, 
for example, Abies georgei (Pinaceae), Pseudotsuga forrestii (Pinaceae), Tsuga forrestii (Pinaceae), Acer 
forrestii (Aceraceae), Rhododendron wardii (Ericaceae).  

This diversity of species in the nominated area can not be compared to by the other places like the Emeishan 
and the Jiouzhaigou though more than 2,000 vascular plants are found in the Taohe-Mingshan Subregion 
where Jiuzhaigou and Huanglong are located and certain endemic species such as Larix mastersiana and 
Cupressus chengiana do exist in that region.  

Table 14 Comparison of the Nominated Area, Jiuzhaigou, Huanglong and Emei Mountain in terms of 
Biodiversity 

Plan Type Nominated Area Jiuzhaigou  Huanglong Emei Mountain  
Pteridophyta 500 100 100 200 

Gymnospermae 40 20 20 20 

Angiospermae 5,500 2,000 2,000 2,500 

7.3 Comparison of the Danxia (purple sandstone) landform between Wuyishan and the nominated area 

Laojunshan Nature Reserve is a part of the nominated area established, inter alia, to protect the Danxia 
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(purple sandstone) landform resources. According to Professor Huangjing, a professor with the Zhongshan 
University, the Danxia (purple sandstone) landform of Laojunshan is different from those of the other regions, 
particularly Wuyishan, in the following aspects.  

7.3.1 Land Area: Danxia (purple sandstone) landform is widely distributed in southern China with more than 
300 sites being reported. The most famous ones are: Daxiashan in Renhua, Guangdong Province, Wuyishan 
in Fujian Province and Longhushan in Jiangxi Province. But the area of these sites is most under 10,000 ha 
with only two sites exceeding this figure—Danxiashan (18,000 ha) and Zixin Basin (31,000 ha) in the 
bordering areas of Guangxi and Hunan Provinces.  

The total land area of Danxia (purple sandstone) landform in Laojunshan and the adjacent area is 150,000ha, 
the largest ever known.  

7.3.2 Elevation:  The elevation (2,300m—4,200m) of the Danxia (purple sandstone) landform in the 
nominated area is much higher than that of other areas in China. 

7.3.3 Origin: in addition to rain washing, weathering and dissolution processes, the Danxia (purple sandstone) 
landform in the nominated area is also a result of frozen - thaw due to the high elevation. 

7.3.4 Surface Shape: Under the effect of argillaceous formation, diagonal bedding and declining bedding, 
spherical weathering make the surface of the rock forming tortoise shell like patterns, which is a unique 
landscape wonder.  

7.3.5 Geological Formation: in association with the Danxia landform are some intrusive igneous rocks of 
Tertiary period due to the Himalayan mountain building. In the Danxia (purple sandstone) landform, there are 
amphibololite pinnacles. There are also jointing formations shown on the steep cliffs. These features form the 
most diversified geological landscape in the area.  

7.3.6 Rock: The rock forming the Laojunshan Danxia (purple sandstone) landform is the relatively young 
sandstone developed in inland lakes and rivers in the Tertiary period. This rock layer overlying directly the 
oldest rock layer in Yunnan, Shigu Formation, formed in the Proterozoic era. These two layers of rock have 
an age difference of over 1.3 billion years, the most unique features of all the Danxia (purple sandstone) 
landform.   
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Report to the World Heritage Committee on the refinement of 
boundaries of property 1083 - Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan 
Protected Areas 
 
 

National Commission of the People's Republic of China for UNESCO 
 
Executive Summary 
In response to the earlier requests of WHC to the Chinese State Party to answer questions 
relating to the Three Parallel Rivers World Heritage property (28 COM 15B.9, 29 COM 
7B.7, 30 COM 7B.Add, 31 COM 7B.15, 32.COM 7B.11) the present report:- 

 corrects original figures for the size of different sub-units of the property 
 presents refined boundaries for the different sub-units that exclude major cleared 

and encroached areas and add small areas of additional high biodiversity value 
habitat 

 clarifies the exact location of zones and boundaries (separate topographical sheets 
provided) 

 outlines a series of genetic corridors to link ecologically isolated core areas of the 
property and enhancing the site’s resilience in adapting to changing climate 

 explains in what way the boundary and zoning refinements enhance the integrity 
of the outstanding universal values of the property, and 

 identifies three important ‘influencing areas’ whose tightened protection will have 
positive influence on the security of the property. 

 
1 Introduction 
1.1 Background 
The property was inscribed in 2003 following extensive review and inspection of the 
original nomination documents submitted in 2001. However, it was always recognized 
that given the vast size of the area, the lack of detailed base maps available at that time 
and early stage of biological inventory in several parts of the property, gradual 
refinements of boundaries would be required. 
 
The IUCN (2002) review document recommending inscription of the site on all natural 
criteria (vii, viii, ix, and x) included the specific recommendation  ‘Encourage the 
continued refinement of the boundaries of the site, including the addition of other areas of 
equally high natural values, expansion of the core zones … Request the Chinese 
authorities to invite a mission in 3-4 years time to assess revisions to the boundaries of 
the site.’ 
 
In April 2006, a joint IUCN/UNESCO reactive monitoring mission duly visited the 
property as requested by the 29th session of the World Heritage Committee (29 COM 
7B.7) both to check on the impacts of proposed dams adjacent to the property and to 
check on progress with refinement of boundaries. At that time the State Party submitted 
maps for the revision of the site and these were evaluated by the review team. These 
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revisions included several improvements and extensions of boundaries but also the 
exclusion of two portions of the originally proposed boundaries as being degraded by and 
required for continued local human economic activities and damaged through a long 
history of mining activities. The review team concluded (30 COM7B.Add) that it was not 
possible, on the basis of documentation made available to fully evaluate what impacts the 
proposed boundary changes would have on the ‘outstanding universal values’ for which 
the site was inscribed and the protection of which its management and buffer zones were 
designed. Decision 30 COM 7B.Add. requested the State Party ‘to provide topographical 
maps showing the boundaries of the serial property and detailed information on proposed 
changes to those boundaries, and how these changes will affect the criteria for which the 
property was inscribed on the World Heritage List.’ 
 
As a consequence, the World Heritage Committee further requested the State Party under 
Decision 31 COM7B.15 1.2 ‘to modify the boundaries of the property to exclude major 
cleared encroachments and to add critical habitats for conservation, ensuring the 
establishment of linkage between different parts of the property via biological corridors 
or other options for ecological connectivity, and to submit all proposals for boundary 
changes for consideration by the Committee in line with relevant Operational 
Guidelines.’ Also under Decision 32 COM7B.11 4.3, the State Party was requested to 
provide ‘plans and justification for the modification of boundaries, including how 
ecological connectivity issues are being addressed.’  
 
The Yunnan Provincial government prepared a detailed report in December 2008 entitled 
‘Boundary Refinement Proposals for the Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan Protected 
Areas’ and submitted herewith as supporting documentation. A follow up mission in 
February-March 2009 by experts from provincial and state levels together with 
international experts from EU and TNC made further refinements to strengthen this plan 
as here presented. 
 
1.2 Reiteration and clarification of the ‘outstanding universal values’ constituting 
the justification for inscription under four natural criteria (titles abbreviated). 
 
Criterion vii. Superlative natural phenomena or natural beauty and aesthetic importance  
The site contains spectacular scenery of deep plunging gorges, delicate forests, rising snow-clad 
mountains, glaciers, alpine lakes and meadows over vast vistas. Alpine karst, waterfalls, ‘stone 
moon’ and ‘turtle form’ danxia sandstone formations are added scenic wonders 
 
Criterion viii. Earth’s history and geological features 
The site represents a unique convergence of three (actually 4) parallel rivers as a result of tectonic 
upthrusting, shaped by glacial action and gorge formation. A series of outstanding examples 
ofTethys sea deposits, Himalayan mountain building and a wide range of glacial remains and 
diverse geological formations are contained within the property. 
 
Criterion ix. Ecological processes 
The property is a unique mixing point for species from several biological regions within a 
landscape of wide altitudinal and physical gradients. 
 
Criterion x. Biodiversity and threatened species  
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The site contains unusual richness of species including many endemics and threatened 
species. 
 
The causes for biological uniqueness of the 3 Parallel Rivers (criteria ix and x) 
Although the nomination documents quote the extremely large numbers of species listed 
for the site and impressive lists of endemic and threatened species of special concern, the 
truly unique nature of the site from a biodiversity perspective is the reason behind such 
richness and the unusual spatial distribution of those species present. 
 
For almost 300 km, the three deep gorges run parallel to each other. Although only a few 
kilometers apart they form a series of barriers to species distribution in a differential 
manner before diverging widely to fan apart with the Changjiang (Yangtze emerging near 
Shanghai, the Lancang (Mekong) near Saigon and the Nujiang in eastern Myanmar 
(Burma). In the most northerly sectors of the site the Dulong river forms a fourth parallel 
gorge that finally reaches the sea only after joining the great Ayerawaddy flowing past 
Yangon some 3000 km from Shanghai. This has given the region an immensely wide 
lowland recruitment area (c. 3 million km2) through which species have been funneled 
due to changing climates up and down these valleys over several million years and 
contributed greatly to its overall species richness. Similarly, the upper catchments of 
these rivers diverge over a huge area of the Tibetan Plateau forming the largest alpine 
recruitment area of any site on earth. 
 
The overall moistness caused by the monsoon climates have ensured that most species 
have survived, many new forms evolved and few lost during the Pleistocene reversals 
(Pleistocene refuge). The steep land relief has meant that widely differing habitats for 
both plants and animals are found in close proximity to each other allowing close packing 
of species and ease of adaptation in the face of changing clime. The dynamic nature of 
the geology with regular earthquakes, continually opens up new slopes for colonization 
by new species. The repeated cross section of high ridges and deep gorges has the effect 
that the warm gorges form barriers for the spread of montane adapted species, whilst the  
high mountains form barriers for lowland species. The fast-flowing rivers themselves 
from barriers for many non-volant, weak swimming species. Moreover, sharp moisture 
gradients form yet additional barriers to some species. The main river valleys form dry 
rain shadows and supported savannah vegetation – a barrier to humid forest species. 
Some ridges sport lush cloud forests on one side but arid meadows on the other. The 
narrowness of the zones has resulted in existence of small isolated populations of many 
species which is an ideal requirement for high levels of local speciation and radiation 
which has given the region its high numbers of endemic forms. 
 
The net effect is a unique and fascinating mosaic of differential species distributions, 
exemplified in the lowlands by the primates. Nepal Grey langur is confined to the west 
side of Dulong river. The Hoolock gibbon lives only to the west of the Nujiang, together 
with Shortridge’s langur and further south the White-handed gibbon. Phayre’s langur 
lives only in the Nujiang valley but on both sides of the river. Yunnan Snub-nosed 
monkeys are only found between the Nujiang and the Yangtze. Pygmy loris is found only 
on the east of the Lancang river. 
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The Gaoligong mountain chain that delineated the Myanmar border to the west of the 
Nujiang are home to many endemic forms found nowhere else in the world – Gongshan 
muntjac, Gaologong pika and Inquisitive Shrew-mole Uropsilus investigator  to name but 
a few. 
 
On the mountain ridges we find many different species in similar habitats on opposite 
sides of the great gorges. 200 species of rhododendrons are found in the site with a 
different species mix on each side of each ridge. 
 
There is really no comparable site on earth that forms such as extraordinary study in 
species distribution and a unique example of evolutionary and ecological processes in 
action. It is this spread of examples rather than the variety of ecosystems or numbers of 
rare species that is essential to preserve and in this respect, it is connections north south 
along the parallel valleys and ridges rather than connectivity laterally across the gorges 
that needs to be conserved. 
 
1.3 Changing threats and need to refine boundaries 
It is true that the valley bottoms contain a large human population, infrastructure of 
agriculture, roads, towns, villages, tourism and other developments but these activities lie 
outside the borders of the property and do not threatened the evolutionary history 
documented in the different plant and animal assemblages to be found at different points 
throughout the huge property area.  
 
The many alpine lakes and wetlands that do form an integral part of the mountain scenery, 
evolving landform and mountain biota are not threatened by human developments though 
they are now facing threats from climate change as glaciers melt, alpine bogs dry up and 
vegetation strata need to creep ever higher up the mountainsides. 
 
Climate change emerges as a new threat to the site but equally offers a new value since 
the site forms a unique natural laboratory for the study of the effects of climate change 
and also the extreme steepness of the area provides the greatest chance for a high 
proportion of the local rich biota to find appropriate habitat close at hand to facilitate 
adaptations to warming climate. 
 
This report and proposed refinement of the site boundaries aims to preserve these 
essential qualities of the site, add new habitat or sites required to achieve this and exclude 
where necessary degraded and developed areas that are not consistent with their status as 
part of a Natural World Heritage Site. 
 
The review is based on examination of species distributions, habitat types, villages, roads, 
land use, forest cover, legal boundaries of individual nature reserves and scenic sites, 
review of satellite imagery and ground visits to key locations. 
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1.4 Summary of boundary refinements 
In line with the instructions of the World Heritage Committee in its various decisions 
relating to the Property, the State Party hereby presents the proposed boundary revisions. 
These revisions: 

 Exclude from the property and its buffer zones all major cleared encroachments 
 Adds valuable natural areas to the property that increases the range of biological 

communities protected, including representation of both sides of each major 
valley. 

 Refined core zones that protect key threatened species. 
 Extended buffer zones to reflect the identification of new sites of biological 

significance, in particular revealed by the publication of maps and descriptions of 
Important Bird Areas (IBAs) by Birdlife International and regions of high 
biodiversity significance revealed by the TNC project ‘China Blueprint Project’ 
which has identified priority areas for conservation in the Upper Yangtze 
Catchment. 

 Delineated a series of genetic corridors that link isolated core areas and other sites 
of biodiversity importance with special attention to the needs of species to move 
up and down valleys and mountain chains both as part of to annual altitudinal 
migration patterns but also increasingly in response to climate change. Such 
corridors will be given particular protection attention to ensure habitat 
connectivity and integrity. It should also be noted that as many species occur only 
within limited altitudinal range, such corridors must themselves have a wide 
altitudinal range. 

 Identified three additional nature reserves to be recognized as ‘influencing areas’ 
to the WH Site, positively enhancing the values of the Property and adding to the 
completeness of the biological series protected therein. 

 
The maps below clarify these changes and show how the refined boundaries lie in 
relation to roads, villages, forest cover and identified biodiversity priorities of the areas. 
More detailed maps of the individual sub-units are provided under section 2 below. 
Larger scale maps showing the proposed boundaries on topographical base maps are 
separately submitted to the World Heritage Committee, together with additional 
documentary reports.  
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2.  Description and justification for refinement of boundaries of the 
respective sub-units of the Three Parallel Rivers World Heritage Site 
 
2.1 Gaoligongshan Sub-unit 
The property itself remains unchanged as three isolated core areas comprising the three 
sections of Gaoligong Nature Reserve. The integrity of the sub-unit is enhanced by two 
modifications to the buffer zone. 
 
 The boundary along the entire west bank of the Nu River was originally intended to 

include maximum forest and exclude all agricultural settlements. This remains the 
intention but is adjusted on the basis of more accurate satellite imagery to more 
accurately include remaining forests and exclude human settlements. 

 In recognition of the urgent need to allow species to move up and down the N-S 
mountain chain in response to climate change, genetic corridors are defined through 
the entire length of the buffer zone linking the three original cores and extending 
further to the south into the subtropical zone including both east (Nujiang) and west 
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(Ayerawaddy) sides of the Gaoligong mountain crest. Another corridor links the 
northern sector of the sub-unit to the neighbouring Baima- Meili sub-unit. 

 
 
2.1.1 Extent of revisions: 
No change to core areas = property per se. Buffer zone is increased by a net of 20,494 ha 
equivalent to 3.95 % of the original sub-unit area and now includes 128,418 ha of newly 
defined genetic corridors. 
 
2.1.2 Impacts on the integrity and authenticity of the unit: 
Impacts are entirely positive, providing fuller protection of vegetation types 
geographically (by including southern Ayerawaddy forests and zonally by extending into 
subtropical zone), reducing isolation of core zones and allowing greater adaptation to 

foreseen climate changes. 
The revised realignment 
of the eastern edge of the 
buffer zone reduces 
conflicts with local 
residents whilst adds 
some additional lowland 
forests. 
 
2.2 Baima-Meili 
Xueshan Sub-unit 
The property remains 
virtually unchanged and 
including most of the 
existing protected areas 
within the unit, however, 
since better maps of those 
protected areas are now 
available, the unit can be 
mapped with greater 
accuracy and slightly 
different area figures 
emerge. 
 
The buffer zone is 
extended marginally in 
the northwest sector to 
link up with the 
northeastern boundary of 
the Gaoligong sub-unit 

proving greater connectivity and reinforced by delineation of one of three proposed 
genetic corridors that now link the isolated core zones. 
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2.2.1 Extent of the changes: 
The core area = property per se is increased due to realignment with the legal nature 
reserve boundaries by 19,227.9ha equivalent to 5.4% of the entire unit. The buffer area is 
extended by 37,751.6ha equivalent to 10.5% of the entire unit and including 53,071.4ha 
of genetic corridors. 
 
2.2.2 Impacts on the integrity and authenticity of the unit: 
The changes are entirely positive, providing greater connectivity between isolated cores 
and now links directly to the Gaoligong sub-unit. 
 
2.3 Laowo Sub-unit 

The core area of this small sub-
unit of the property remains 
unchanged but the buffer zone 
is marginally extended 
southwards so as to include the 
highest peak in that sector of 
the Biluo mountain chain and 
including part of the western 
slopes of the crest within the 
Nujiang catchment, which were 
not represented in the original 
reserve which lay entirely 
within the Lancang catchment. 
 
2.3.1 Extent of the change:  
The buffer zone is extended by 
19,039.7ha equivalent to 44% 
of the entire unit and now 
includes 4,715.2ha of genetic 
corridor. 
 
2.3.1 Impacts on the integrity 
and authenticity of the unit: 
The changes are entirely 
positive, giving the unit a 
greater altitudinal range and 
greater geographical content 
(Nujiang valley). Since 
preparation of the original 
nomination documents, the 
Biluo Mountains has been 
listed as one of China’s 
Important Bird Areas (IBA) by 
Birdlife International.  
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2.4 Yunlingshan Sub-unit 
The original boundaries of the Yunlingshan NR were always unsatisfactory with a very 
high border to area ratio and a straggling long shape comprising three small cores linked 
by very narrow connections. The principle target of protection was under criterion x - the 
Yunnan Snub-nosed Monkey Rhinopithecus bieti of which three families then existed. 
Extent and quality of habitat was already rather poor and the northern sector of the 
reserve was already heavily disturbed by human activities, formerly logged and crossed 
by roads. Today no Yunnan Snub-nosed monkeys occur in the northern sector having 
withdrawn to the better forests in the central part of the reserve. 
 
It has therefore been necessary to redesign the reserve to consolidate protection of the 
remaining good habitat and to extend the reserve eastwards to the next sub-range of hills 
which bring the borders closer to Laojunshan Sub-unit and thus allow the possibility of 
some genetic exchange with that protected area. 
 

2.4.1 Extent of changes:  
The original Yunlingshan 
boundary was a proposed NR but 
was never legally gazetted. The 
refined boundary matches a fully 
gazetted NR to be now 
considered as WH property. It has 
been reshaped on the basis of 
more detailed and up to date 
knowledge of the distribution of 
the Yunnan Snub-nosed Monkeys 
following 20 years of study by 
scientists of Kunming Institute of 
Zoology.  
 
The new sub-unit is reduced by 
12,995.1ha equivalent to 15% of 
the original unit but only or 
0.75% of the entire WH property 
and shows 60% overlap with the 
original sub-unit. 
 
2.4.2 Impacts on the integrity 
and authenticity of the unit: 
This sub-unit was included into 
the WH nomination for criterion 
iv protection of biodiversity and 
threatened species, specifically 

for protection of the rare endemic Yunnan Snub-nosed Monkeys. Although some former 
habitat of the monkeys has been degraded and is no longer suitable for that species, 
analysis of satellite imagery undertaken and mapped by Conservation International 
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(Mountains of Southwest CHINA Hotspot – Forest Cover and Clearance) show that this 
damage was done before 2000.  
 
The newly delineated unit has a more compact shape, consolidates protection of all 
remaining occupied habitat of Yunnan Snub-nosed Monkeys in this area and allows a 
greater degree of genetic exchange with the Laojunshan national park. 
 
2.5 Laojunshan Sub-unit 
Since inscription as part of the WH site, Laojunshan has undergone considerable survey, 
and planning by staff of Yunnan Forestry Bureau, ECBP and TNC. The unit has been 
gazetted as a full NR. A management plan has been drawn up for its protection and 
already approved by Yunnan provincial government. These developments warrant some 
minor refinement to the boundaries of the WH site. The core areas have been linked, 
buffer zones extended and two small heavily occupied residential zones excluded. 
 

2.5.1 Extent of 
changes: 
22,693.6 ha have 
been added and 
6,756 ha excluded 
from the original 
core zones, resulting 
in a net gain in area 
of 15,937.6ha 
equivalent to 14.2% 
of the original total. 
9255.1 ha have been 
added and 5,234.8 
ha excluded from 
the original buffer 
zone constituting a 
total gain of 
4,020.3ha 
equivalent to 3.6% 
of the original area. 
 
2.5.2 Impacts on 
the integrity and 
authenticity of the 
unit: 
The impacts of the 
changes are entirely 
positive. The unique 
values of this unit 
are the amazing 

Danxia rock formations especially the turtle erosion patterns of the Buddha head peaks 
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under criterion viii (Earth’s history and geological features), superlative natural beauty 
under criterion vii and protection of biodiversity and threatened species (especially 
Yunnan Snub-nosed Monkeys) under criterion x. All these values are better protected 
under the refined boundaries by including all geological and scenic sites of the unit and 
all occupied habitat of the monkeys. By extending the buffer marginally both northwards 
into the Jinsha valley and westwards into the Lancang valley, the range of biological 
communities included in the sub-unit is increased and the degree of isolation from the 
Yunlingshan unit reduced to a mere 5 km. 
 
2.6  Hongshan  (Red Mountain) Unit 
The Hongshan unit had a large core area (205,604 ha) in the original nomination although 
none of that area was at the time protected as nature reserve. The unit also underwent 
dramatic revision between the initial nomination submission and the final area mapped 
for inscription and further refinement is required. The southern sectors of the unit are 
rather degraded and do not meet the standard for a WH biodiversity ciriterion x. They 
have remained a permanent management problem and cause of conflict with local people 
who hold ownership of most of the land under customary laws of the province and have 
requested that their lands remain outside of the WH site. 
 
This sector of the unit is degraded by former logging (prior to the logging ban of 1999); 
damaged by a long history of mineral mining; crossed by two major roads leading via the 
large township of Gezan over the mountains to Sichuan; heavily grazed in summer by 
yaks, horses and cows; extensively used for collection of traditional medicines and home 
to several small villages.  
 
Although many small illegal mines have been closed, it has proved impossible to gain 
agreement of local communities for further termination of their economic activities, 
relocation or restoration of habitat to a natural condition. Other mining exploration 
licenses remain active and mining development licenses have been granted for a few rich 
copper deposits identified within the sector.  
 
The poor natural condition of this sector predate inscription and should not be seen as the 
result of poor protective management. Exclusion of this sector from the Hongshan sub-
unit removes many insoluble conflicts from the site management but also offers the 
chance to reshape and improve on the remaining portions of Hongshan and Haba 
Xueshan sub-units by compensatory expansion of core and buffer zones, adding 
additional important natural areas and by developing genetic corridors to give greater 
connectivity between the various isolated core zones. 
 
It should be pointed out that the excluded areas will still remain protected examples of 
their respective biodiversity and the geological series since the entire zone falls within the 
protection of the logging ban for the upper Yangtze catchments and also falls under a 
provincial hunting ban.  
 
2.6.1 Extent of the changes: 
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The revision involves a loss of 22,219.1 ha of core zone from Hongshan but also addition 
of 20,219.1 ha to the core zone of Haba Snow Mountain. This constitutes a small net 
reduction of 2,000 ha equivalent to 0.11% of the entire WH site. The revision also 
involves a reduction from the very large buffer zone of Hongshan and compensatory 
addition to the buffer zone of Haba Snow Mountain (see 2.7 below). 12,668.0ha of 
genetic corridors are delineated within the Hongshan buffer zone to strengthen 
connectivity between isolated core zones and the two most northerly core zones are now 
linked by a small core zone extension. 

 
2.6.2 Impacts on 
the integrity and 
authenticity of 
the unit: 
Impacts are 
regarded as 
minimal. The unit 
is already way 
large enough to 
protect the full 
range of 
geological 
formations 
exhibited 
especially glacial 
planation plateau; 
all scenic areas 
recorded for the 
unit under 
criterion vii and 
the full range of 
biological 
communities 
included in the 
original area 
under criterion ix. 
For the most part, 
the excluded area 
comprises non-
forested highland 
heath scrub which 
is biologically not 
so diverse, and is 
widespread in the 

remaining parts of the site and elsewhere in NW Yunnan. Due to the less steep nature of 
the geography, this open area is the most heavily grazed portion of the entire WH site and 
consequently the most degraded and artificially modified habitat. 
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A detailed study of the impacts of this exclusion has been undertaken by the Kunming 
Institute of Botany of the Chinese Academy of Sciences (2008). Their report (in Chinese) 
shows that all habitat communities and landform units represented in the excluded area 
are adequately represented elsewhere within the property (see table below). The 
exclusion of this area is seen as removal of conflicts and degraded areas whilst allowing 
the authorities to add better habitat elsewhere as compensation. Local communities have 
voiced strong support for the exclusion. 
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Deep Gorges √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ 
Ancient glacial relics √ √   √ √ √  √ √ √ 
Plateau planation surfaces √ √ √ √  √ √ √ √ √ √ 
Alpine karst topography √ √    √ √ √ √   
Granite peak clusters √ √     √ √ √   
Alpine lakes √ √ √ √  √ √ √ √ √ √ 
Alpine meadow √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ 
 
 
2.7 Haba Snow Mountains Sub-unit 
This unit is enlarged through extension to join the southernmost portions of what was 
formerly the Hongshan sub-unit after the exclusion of degraded areas. 

 
2.7.1 Extent of changes: 
Additions to this unit are mostly areas that were 
already part of the WH site as part of Hongshan 
sub-unit. The net change in area of the two sub-
units is minor (see 2.6.1) 
 
  
2.7.2 Impacts on the integrity and authenticity 
of the unit: 
The changes are entirely positive, increasing the 
area, biotic range and degree of connectivity 
within this sub-unit of the WH site and not 
reducing the geological  or scenic values in any 
way. 
 
2.8 Qianhushan Sub-unit 
The sub-unit remains substantially unaltered. The 
buffer zone has been minimally realigned to 
include forest and exclude opened village lands at 
the periphery. The apparent reduction of area in 
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comparison to the original nomination documents are due to incorrect measurements of 
the buffer zone on original maps. The core zone was and remains unaltered at 38,905.9ha 
and the buffer measures 29,355.9ha rather than the listed incorrect figure of 58,910.4ha. 
 
2.8.1 Extent of change:  
No change is made to the core area = property per se. Minor adjustments to the buffer 
zone boundary involve no significant change in total area. 
 
2. 8.2 Impacts on the integrity and authenticity of the unit: 
No real change has occurred in relation to this unit. Minor realignments of the buffer 
increase forest inclusion and reduce residential and farmed area within the site so must be 
regarded as positive. 
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3. Recognition of three ‘Influencing Areas’ to the WH property 
In line with the recommendations of the sub-committee on buffer zones (WHC-
08/32.COM/7.1 D16, and the subsequent adoption of their recommendations by the WH 
Committee to recognize the importance of ‘influencing areas’ that are not adjacent to the 
property as buffer zones but nevertheless play an important role in enhancing the unique 
values of the site, the State party wishes to register three such influencing areas as 
important for the value of Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan Nature Reserves. 
 

3.1 Napahai Lake 
(3,532.53 ha) 
This lake and 
wetland was included 
in the initial 
nomination document 
but dropped on the 
advice of the original 
IUCN review team 
on the basis that the 
site was small and 
isolated from other 
mountain sub-unit. 
However we wish to 
reiterate that Napa 
Lake at 3,300 metres 
is very much relevant 
to the mountain 
geology, scenery, 
ecology and 
biodiversity and adds 
completeness to the 
series of glaciers, 400 
glacial lakes and 

other montane lakes e.g. Baita that are included in the WH Site. The Napahai Lake is the 
largest lake within the Three Parallel Rivers area and the most important for wintering 
rare waterfowl especially Black-necked cranes Grus nigricollis. The site is now listed by 
Birdlife International as an Important Bird Area (IBA). Full descriptions of the lake have 
already been deposited with WHC in the original nomination documents and in the 2002 
‘Expert’s log of evaluation on Nominated Area of the Three Parallel Rivers (Jinsha River 
Valley). 
 
3.2 Yulong Snow Mountain (26,440.42 ha) 
The site is a nature reserve, famous glaciated mountain, rich in forests and biodiversity 
and a sacred mountain for the Naxi minority who claim communal rights under 
provincial law. The site has been partially developed for tourism including golf course, 
outdoor theatre and construction of a cable car to the edge of the main glacier. As such it 
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may be too disturbed to add as a serial site to the property as suggested by the original 
IUCN review team in 2002. 
However it must be recognized that Yulong Snow Mountain is for the most part in 
pristine condition and is important as the partner peak to Haba Snow Mountain on 
opposite sides of the scenic Tiger leaping gorge, and as part of the scenic values of the 
entire region including serving as the scenic backdrop for the World Heritage cultural 
property of Old Lijiang town. The site also has important biodiversity value and has been 
listed as an Important Bird Area (IBA) by Birdlife International. 
 

3.3 Cangshan Nature Reserve 
(59,857.42 ha) 
This nature reserve protect the rich 
forested mountains to the west side 
of Erhai lake close to the town of 
Dali. The whole region is a major 
tourism destination for Yunnan 
province. The significance of these 
reserves is described in detail in 
the report ‘Boundary Refinement 
Proposals for the Three Parallel 
Rivers of Yunnan Protected Areas 
World Heritage Site (2003)’, 
prepared by the Department of 
Construction Yunnan Province in 
2008. 
 
The Cangshan NR is one of the 
biologically richest sites in the 
Hengduan mountain biodiversity 
hotspot of which Three Parallel 
Rivers area forms the NW corner. 
The significance to the rest of the 
WH site is that Cangshan forms an 
important stopover point for 
populations of many Passerine 
birds that nest in the high 
mountains of Three Parallel Rivers 
before migrating to tropical and 

subtropical habitats during the winter months. It will also grow to be an important source 
of genetic material for the adaptation of the southern parts of the WH site as climate 
change becomes more apparent. 
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4.0 Conclusions 
The State Party has completed a 
refinement of boundaries of the 
property as requested by WHC 
under COM 28, 29, 30 and 31. 
These revisions marginally 
increase the size of the property by 
1.7% and also its buffer zone by 
1.9%. In addition the review 
identifies three existing nature 
reserves to be recognized as 
‘Influencing Areas’ for the 
property. A new category of buffer 
zone is defined as ‘genetic 
corridors’ to emphasise the 
importance of protecting habitat 
integrity and connectivity to help 
maintain biological geneflow 
between isolated sub-units and core 
zones. 
  
The revisions meet the 
requirements placed upon the State 
Party to exclude major cleared 
encroachments, add additional 
important natural areas and better 
link isolated units of the property.  

 
The changes are good to allow the State Party to better implement the WH convention 
and strengthen the protection of the site. They the will reduce management conflicts, 
increase the ‘naturalness’ of the property, strengthen its ecological integrity and provide 
greater adaptability and resilience in the face of predicted climate change. 
 
Given the small percentile change is size of the property, the huge size of the entire 
property, the fact that no scenic areas, geological features or biological communities will 
be excluded that are not adequately represented within the refined boundaries and the fact 
that most of the changes relate to the buffer zone, the State Party considers that these 
revisions should be regarded as minor. 
 
As soon as the World Heritage Committee are able to approve these refinements the 
placement of boundary markers in the field will go ahead as required. 
 
Further clarifications requested of the State Party under WHC Decision 32 COM 7B.11, 
concerning plans for dam construction adjacent to the site area will be dealt with in a 
separate report. 
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Specific response to IUCN and WHC comments: 
 
The following notes constitute our reply to the communication sent to us on 26th October 
2009 Ref: WHC/APA/FJ/09/403 on the subject of: Comments on the proposal of minor 
boundary modification of the Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan Protected Areas (N 1083, 
China) 
 
The proposal is an activity requested and initiated by the WHC decision to improve and 
refine the boundaries, zones, and connectivity of this site, given its large size and in 
recognition of the lack of precise maps and details at the time of inscription. This 
refinement need was already envisaged at that time. 
 
Area information 
 
Table 1 below provide details of the extent of changes (by area) to each sub-unit of the 
WH Site. 
 
Additional information requested r.e. justification: 
 
Yunlingshan and Laojunshan – maps of monkey ranges and Danxia in relation to 
boundaries.  
 
Annex 1 includes relevant maps and photos. 
 
Hongshan and Habashan mining details: 
 
We understand the concerns of WHC in relation to the presence of mining within the 
W.H.Site and assure the WHC that we are cooperating to our utmost to solve this issue.  
 
All major developments such as constructions, roads, factories and mines must now go 
through an Environmental Impact Assessment procedure (translation of regulations are 
appended in annex 2) which certainly include consideration of any damage to sensitive 
environmental qualities or protected areas. 

  
We can guarantee that no further mining licenses are granted in other sectors of the WH 
property or buffers and we can assure WHC that we will press for the most stringent 
application of EIA regulations in all developments close to the site. We welcome any 
additional guidelines for improvement that IUCN can offer in this regard. 
 
Annex 3 includes relevant additional information, namely: a list of legal mines still 
operating in the relevant sector, including license details and dates; an accompanying 
map showing the respective mine sites; information on other damage to this area from 
logging and grazing. 
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Implications for legal protection: 
 
Rearrangements of the core areas within sub-units of the site constitute internal zoning 
modifications within the respective sub-units own legal designations. As approved parts 
of the WH Site all existing sub-units enjoy the status of national level scenic areas. The 
relevant translated regulations for such sites are appended (annex 4). In addition several 
of the sub-units enjoy additional and stronger legal protection as national level nature 
reserves. Again the translation of the relevant regulations is appended (annex 4). 
 
Three new buffer zones are identified in our proposal as ‘ influencing areas’ in 
recognition of their importance for insuring the ecological resilience of the property itself. 
Napahai Lake, Yulong Xueshan and Cangshan are all already listed as national level 
nature reserves and therefore enjoy the highest level of legal protection. They also add 
considerably to the management resources available to the entire WHS.  
 
The revised boundaries of Laojunshan are included in a new management plan already 
approved by the Yunnan Provincial Government. New legislation has been prepared 
awaiting ratification under the provincial government for the recognition of Laojunshan 
and Meilixueshan as ‘national parks’. 
 
The extended buffer zone of Gaoligongshan falls within a recent extension of the national 
nature reserve boundary of that sub-unit.  
 
The remaining areas of buffer zone remain protected under their current status as national 
level scenic sites or as national level nature reserves but their real protection will only be 
consolidated when their amended alignments are approved and they can be demarcated in 
the field. 
 
Implication for management arrangements: 
 
Since inscription of the site in 2003 the various sub-sites have undertaken a continuous 
strengthening of management capacity. Some sections enjoy quite high levels of staffing 
and management capacity, other sections follow slower and largely await final approval 
of amended zones and boundaries to precede management planning followed by 
allocation of additional resources and staff. 
 
The following table compares the level of staffing currently provided to the various sub-
units of the site in relation to the situation in 2003 at the time of inscription. The table 
also indicates the state of management plans currently in place or in preparation/revision. 
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Table 2. Summary of Management Details of WH Site sub-areas 
 
Sub-area name WH site staff 

 2003 
WH site staff after 
refinement 

Management Plan status 

Gaoligongshan 154 180 Master Plan finished and 
waiting for the final 
boundary modification 

Baima-Meili 97 342 Master Plan finished in 2002
Red Mountain 99 105 In planning 
Haba Snow Mt 25 25 Master Plan finished and 

waiting for the final 
boundary modification 

Laowoshan 30 40 Master Plan finished and 
waiting for the final 
boundary modification 

Yunlingshan 67 72 In planning 
Qianhushan 25 25 Master Plan finished and 

waiting for the final 
boundary modification 

Laojunshan 64 84 Master Plan finished in 2003
South Gaoligong 120 230 Master Plan finished and 

waiting for the final 
boundary modification  

Napahai Lake 5 40 In planning 
YulongXueshan 112 284 Master Plan finished in 1996
Cangshan 30 446 Master Plan finished in 2007
Totals 828 1873  
All areas are included in a systems management plan - The Conservation and 
Development Planning for Nature Reserves in NW Yunnan (2001 – 2010), US-China 
Cooperation the Conservation and Development Action Plan for Northwest Yunnan. 
 
In addition there has been considerable increases in training, facilities and budgets. A 
brief report on management progress since inscription is included in annex 4. 
 
Maps requested 
 
Hard copy and digital versions of maps clarifying the amended areas are provided 
together with the requested vegetation map (annex 5) 
 
Satellite views of some of the amended areas are included in annex 6. 
 
Additional information and photos of the condition of the three new buffer ‘influencing 
area’ buffer zones to the site are included in annex 7. 
 
Digital shapefiles for the various covers are supplied in annex 8 which allows further 
overlay, recombination or analysis as IUCN reviewers may wish.
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Statement of Outstanding Universal Value 

 

  

Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan Nature Reserves - Statement of Outstanding Universal 
Value 

a. Brief synthesis 

Consisting of eight geographical clusters of protected areas within the boundaries of the Three 
Parallel Rivers National Park, in the mountainous north-west of Yunnan Province of China, the 1.7 
million hectare site features sections of the upper reaches of four of the great rivers of Asia: the 
Irrawaddy (Dulong), Yangtze (Jinsha), Mekong (Lancang) and Salween (Nujiang). The three latter 
run roughly parallel, north to south, through steep gorges which, in places, are 3,000 m deep and are 
bordered by glaciated peaks more than 6,000 m high. Each side of each valley offers a unique 
community of species providing a unique biological series. The site is an epicentre of Chinese 
biodiversity. It is also one of the richest temperate regions of the world in terms of biodiversity. 

b. Criteria 

Criterion (vii): Superlative natural phenomena or natural beauty and aesthetic importance  

The deep, parallel gorges of the Jinsha, Lancang and Nu Jiang are the outstanding natural feature of 
the site; while large sections of the three rivers lie just outside the site boundaries, the river gorges are 
nevertheless a dominant scenic element in the area. High mountains are everywhere, with the 
glaciated peaks of the Meili, Baima and Haba Snow Mountains providing a spectacular scenic skyline. 
The Mingyongqia Glacier is a notable natural phenomenon, descending to 2700 m altitude from Mt 
Kawagebo (6740 m), and is claimed to be the glacier descending to the lowest altitude for such a low 
latitude (28° N) in the northern hemisphere. Other outstanding scenic landforms are the alpine karst 
(especially the 'stone moon' in the Moon Mountain Scenic Area above the Nu Jiang Gorge) and the 
'tortoise shell' weathering of the alpine Danxia (especially in Laojunshan).  

Criterion (viii): Earth’s history, geological geomorphic features and processes 

The property is of outstanding value for displaying the geological history of the last 50 million years 
associated with the collision of the Indian Plate with the Eurasian Plate, the closure of the ancient 
Tethys Sea, and the uplifting of the Himalayan Range and the Tibetan Plateau. These were major 
geological events in the evolution of the land surface of Asia and they are on-going. The diverse rock 
types within the site record this history and, in addition, the range of karst, granite monolith, and 
Danxia sandstone landforms in the alpine zone include some of the best of their type in the mountains 
of the world. 

The property includes a superlative range of examples of land forming processes both in the glacial 
alpine landscapes and in river gorge formation and weathering. The Three parallel gorges running 
hundreds of km but only a few km apart are a unique landform feature in the world. 

 Criterion (ix): Ongoing biological and ecological processes 

The dramatic expression of ecological processes in the Three Parallel Rivers site has resulted from a 
mix of geological, climatic and topographical effects. First, the location of the area within an active 
orographic belt has resulted in a wide range of rock substrates from igneous (four types) through to 
various sedimentary types including limestones, sandstones and conglomerates. An exceptional range 
of topographical features - from gorges to karst to glaciated peaks -- is associated with the site being 
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at a “collision point” of tectonic plates. Add the fact that the area was a Pleistocene refugium and is 
located at a biogeographical convergence zone (i.e. with temperate and tropical elements) and the 
physical foundations for evolution of its high biodiversity are all present. Along with the landscape 
diversity with a steep gradient of almost 6000m vertical, a monsoon climate affects most of the area 
and provides another favourable ecological stimulus that has allowed the full range of temperate 
Palearctic biomes to develop.  

Species ranges continue to change in response to climate warming, melting of glaciers and the arrival 
of new species. The site offers a unique study site to monitor these phenomena and understand the 
elements that give the site such ecological resilience as a Pleistocene refugium. 

Criterion (x): Biodiversity and threatened species  

Northwest Yunnan is the area of richest biodiversity in China and may be the most biologically 
diverse temperate region on earth. The site encompasses most of the natural habitats in the Hengduan 
Mountains, one of the world's most important remaining areas for the conservation of the earth's 
biodiversity. The outstanding topographic and climatic diversity of the site, coupled with its location 
at the juncture of the East Asia, Southeast Asia, and Tibetan Plateau biogeographical realms and its 
function as a N-S corridor for the movement of plants and animals (especially during the ice ages), 
marks it as a truly unique landscape, which still retains a high degree of natural character despite 
thousands of years of human habitation. As the last remaining stronghold for an extensive suite of rare, 
endemic (such as Yunnan snub-nosed monkey, Gaoligong muntjac and Hume’s pheasant) and 
endangered plants and animals, the site is of outstanding universal value. 

The biodiversity value is considered to be enhanced rather than threatened by the added human 
diversity in the area. Many ethnic minorities live around the site’s eight sub-units – each adding its 
own unique folklore, customs, indigenous knowledge, sustained use of local species for food and 
medicine in the buffer zones of the property and protecting many sacred sites from snowy peaks to 
groves and alpine lakes. 

c. Integrity 

The property is of such large size as to adequately represent the full suite of landform, geology, 
biological habitat and viable species ranges of this unique region. The site is in a very natural 
condition and enjoys high levels of connectivity both north/south and in altitude which allows species 
to make necessary annual shifts in distribution but also to adapt to changing climate. Further minor 
refinement of boundaries may be needed to reinforce biological connectivity. 

The integrity is further enhanced by the reverence paid to its sacred sites by the indigenous minorities 
that have lived around the property for thousands of years and the level of legal protection afforded by 
a wide range of legal instruments that protect the sub-units and buffer zones as national nature 
reserves or national scenic sites, protect endangered wildlife species, prohibit logging and burning of 
vegetation, and regulate construction and development through strict zoning and environmental 
impact assessment. A further level of protection is given through specific provincial level regulations 
applicable to this property.  

An extensive network of protection and monitoring stations ensures laws are enforced and that any 
changes in the condition of the property can be quickly noticed and attended to. 
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d. Management and protection requirements necessary to maintain Outstanding 
Universal Value 

The property was inscribed in recognition of the fact that refinements would still be necessary to fine 
tune the boundaries of the property and its buffers. This is a mid-term process. As boundaries are 
refined and approved, these can then be marked in the field, management plans for the different sub-
units prepared and higher levels of protective management applied. 

There are quite large numbers of human residents living in the valleys and along the river beds that 
separate the eight sub-units of the property. This creates a high need for careful zoning of buffer zones, 
vigilance in law enforcement and effort to spread awareness of the values of the property and gain 
greater support of local communities. Some outstanding issues of governance and land rights require 
settlement. 

A particular concern for ecological management of the site is the need to maintain biological 
connectivity over wide areas to ensure that species can move as necessary both as part of their 
seasonal range changes but also as an adaptation strategy in face of changing climate. 

The rapid rate of glacier melt is a concern for ecological, spiritual and water supply reasons. Forests 
are starting to grow at higher altitudes than previously recorded in this region. Monitoring and 
redesign of buffer corridors is important. The arrival of alien invasive species in the valleys also 
requires attention (South American cacti were already noticed here more than 100 years ago). 

The property managers need to be strong in opposing further development proposals such as mining 
or hydro-power development schemes adjacent to the property that could impact on the universal 
values outlined above. 
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Yunnan Snub-nosed monkeys and Danxia formations in Laojunshan 
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Legal Mines Still Operating In The Relevant Sector Of Hong-shan Sub-unit 

Sequence 

Number 

Applicant Name of Company Minerals License Number The Date of 

Established 

Current 

Operation

Area 

（KM2）

Total  

Licensed 

Prospecting 

Area （KM2） 

1 
Dragon Mining Development Co., Ltd. of 

Shangri-La county in Yunnan  

Enka Lead-zinc Silver Company of 

Ge-za  Township in Shangri-La 

county 

Zinc C5300002009053220019311

 

2000.11.10 3.6233 180.4 

2 
Xue Ji Ping Copper  Company in 

Shangri-La County of Yunnan  

Xue Ji Ping Copper  Company of 

Shangri-La County in Yunnan 

Copper C5300002008073120000393

 

2000.1.1 0.3891 82.9 

3 
Shen-chuan Mining Development Co., Ltd. 

of  Shangri-La county in Yunnan    

Shen-chuan Mining Development Co., 

Ltd. of  Shangri-La county in Yunnan

Copper 5334000040005 
 

2000.1.5 0.4963 92.5 

4 Shangri-La Copper Co., Ltd. Shangri-La Copper Co., Ltd. 
Copper 5334009940006 

 

2000.1 0.5199 94.42 

5 
Hua-xi Mining Co., Ltd. of Shangri-La 

County in Yunnan 

Muddy Pond Copper Mining of Hua-xi 

Co., Shangri-La County, 

Copper 5300000720223 

 

1995.1.1 1.7178 153.78 
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云南省香格里拉县格咱乡恩卡铅锌矿矿山资料     

 

一、矿山简介 

香格里拉县神龙矿业开发有限责任公司恩卡矿山于 1995 年在中

甸县国土局登记领证，2000 年正式领取到采矿许可证（证号：

5334210040039）。在 2005 年引进省外资金肆仟万元进行合作后，通

过大量的工程找矿有了重大进展，并于 2007 年 4 月进行了“水土保

持方案初步设计”经专家评审通过，获香格里拉县水利局同意批复。

2007 年 8 月“环境影响评估”经专家评估通过，获迪庆州环保局同

意批复。同期进行“矿山地质灾害危险性评估”“尾矿坝(库)地质灾害

危险性评估”获专家评估通过并在迪庆州国土局备案。2008 年建成

500 吨/天浮选厂，当年进选矿调试。因金融风暴矿价下跌为保障有效

利用矿产资源沒效益而停产，最近矿价逐渐回升，公司于 2010 年准

备恢复生产。   

 

 

 

 

香格里拉县神龙矿业开发有限责任公司 

 

2009 年 11 月 10 日 
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                                                         Annex4.1 

1.2 Mechanism and basis pertaining to the management of “Three 
Parallel Rivers” National Park 
 

Since 1988 when the State Council approved the “Three Parallel Rivers” Area to be a national park, 

the Construction Department of Yunnan Province, the competent administrative organ over scenic 

resources of Yunnan Province has been carrying out protection and management over the area. 

 

1.2.1 Management mechanism: The competent administrative departments of construction of Lijiang, 

Diqing, and Nujiang prefectures are responsible for exercising the daily managerial work of the 

“Three Parallel Rivers” National Park. The competent administrative department on construction, 

forestry department, and environmental protection department at the provincial level are responsible 

for carrying out instruction and coordination within their own working scope. 

 

1.2.2 Legal support: The Interim Rules of the People’s Republic of China on Management of Scenic 

and Cultural Resorts and Yunnan Provincial Rules on the Management of Scenic and Cultural 

Resorts serve as the major foundation for law enforcement. In addition, other relevant laws and 

regulations of the country on natural protection, environmental protection, and protection of cultural 

relics and historic sites are implemented. 

 

1.2.3 Resources investigation: Since 1986, several comprehensive investigations on the landscape, 

biological, ecological, and geological resources within the Scenic Areas have been conducted, which 

laid a foundation for the drawing up and implementation of the protection planning and management 

plan of the nominated area. 

 

1.3 Current management situation and protection measures of the 
nominated area 
 

In November 1998, with the approval of the Ministry of Construction of China, the Yunnan 

Provincial Government speeded up the application for world natural heritage recognition for the six 

nature reserves and ten Scenic Areas within the “Three Parallel Rivers” National Park. The 

conservations and the Scenic Areas take up a total area of 1.7 million hectares and are characteristic 

for their geological importance, biological diversity and landscape diversity. According to the needs 

of resources protection and sustainable development and the requirements of the United Nations in 

protection and management over world heritage, the Yunnan Provincial Government has done a lot 

of work on managerial mechanisms, planning and construction, completion of legal systems, and has 

established a set of protection and management mechanisms. 
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1.3.1 The Yunnan Provincial Regulation on the Management of “Three Parallel Rivers” as a State’s 

Key Scenic Area has been erected and put into force. The professional management organs of the 

scenic area have been established and perfected. 

 

On December 28, 1999, the Yunnan Provincial Government issued its No.91 Decree that declared 

the enforcement of the Yunnan Provincial Regulations on the Management of “Three Parallel 

Rivers” as a State’s Key Scenic Area. The People’s Government of Yunnan Province authorized the 

Provincial Competent Administrative Department on Construction to perform management over the 

“Three Parallel Rivers” scenic resources. The Management Office of the Yunnan “Three Parallel 

Rivers” National Park (hereinafter referred to as the Provincial Three-river Office) was also set up to 

perform the concrete managerial duties. 

 

The People’s Governments and Regional Administrative Offices of the prefectures at which the 

“Three Parallel Rivers” Area is located have set up the “Three Parallel Rivers” Regional 

Management Organs with competent administrative departments on construction. The organs are in 

charge of the management of the “Three Parallel Rivers” within their own administrative regions and 

are subject to the guidance of the Provincial Three-river Office. 

 

The People’s Governments of the counties at which the “Three Parallel Rivers” Area is located have 

set up the special Scenic Areas Management Organs that are in charge of planning, protection, 

development, construction, and daily management of the Scenic Areas. They are subject to guidance 

by the management organs at the higher levels and management of the competent administrative 

department at the same level. 

 

In accordance with the needs of the world heritage application and protection, the Yunnan Provincial 

Government established in August 2000 the Yunnan World Heritage Management Committee, a 

protection coordinative organ composed of the departments directly under the Provincial 

Government and local governments within the nominated area. The Provincial Government has also 

set up 47 Scenic Area protection and management stations so as to meet the concrete needs of 

grassroots protection. In this way, a protection and management system involving the four levels of 

province, prefecture, county, and Scenic Areas has been formed. Each management station has 

definite duties, clear management scope, and rational distribution. The protection and management 

system and personnel of the nominated area have basically been attained.
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Chart One: Structure Chart of Current Protection and Management Organs of “Three Parallel Rivers” Area 
(In this chart: MC refers to Management Center and TPRO refers to Three Parallel Rivers Office) 
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Map 2 
Chart Two: Distribution Chart of Management Stations of Nominated 

“Three Parallel Rivers” World Heritage  
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1.3.2 Personnel of each management organ and their duties 

1.3.2.1 Personnel, facilities, and duties of organs at the provincial and prefecture 
levels 

Name of 
organs 

Personnel quotas Facilities Duties 

Yunnan World 
Heritage 

Management 
Committee 

Vice standing 
governor of Yunnan 
Province serving as 
the chairman of the 
committee，vice 
governor serving as 
the vice chairman of 
the committee, leaders 
from departments 
directly under the  
Provincial 
Government serving 
as the committee 
members. 

 

In charge of organizing 
preparation of various plans, 
project establishment 
application and examination 
for approval within the district. 
In charge of research and 
decision-making for important 
projects and responsible for 
coordinating with the relevant 
departments under the 
Provincial Government. 
 
 

Management 
Office of 

Yunnan “Three 
Parallel 
Rivers” 

National Park 

One chief, two vice 
chiefs, and five staff 
members. Employing 
15 specialists long 
term on geology, 
ecology, and 
landscape. 

The office is on the 
sixth floor of the 
Construction 
Department of 
Yunnan Province. 
Being equipped with 
a long-distance 
computer 
management system.

In charge of organizing 
preparation of various plans, 
project establishment 
application and examination 
for approval within the district. 
Carrying out supervision, 
management, and examination 
over construction activities and 
operation activities within the 
district. 

“Three Parallel 
Rivers” 

Management 
Office of 

Lijiang District 

One chief, two vice 
chiefs, and five staff 
members 

The Lijiang 
management center 
is equipped with a 
presentation hall, 
multi-media control 
system, office 
system, and law 
enforcement 
supervision system. 

In charge of organizing 
preparation of various plans, 
project establishment 
application and examination 
for approval within the Lijiang 
“Three Parallel Rivers” area. 
Carrying out supervision, 
management, and examination 
over construction activities and 
operation activities within the 
district. 

“Three Parallel 
Rivers” 

Management 
Office of 
Diqing 

Prefecture 

One chief, two vice 
chiefs, and five staff 
members 

The Diqing 
management center 
is equipped with a 
presentation hall, 
multi-media control 
system, office 
system, and law 

In charge of organizing 
preparation of various plans, 
project establishment 
application and examination 
for approval within the Diqing 
“Three Parallel Rivers” area. 
Carrying out supervision, 
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enforcement 
supervision system. 

management, and examination 
over construction activities and 
operation activities within the 
district. 

“Three Parallel 
Rivers” 

Management 
Office of 
Nujiang 

Prefecture 

One chief, two vice 
chiefs, and five staff 
members 

The Nujiang 
management center 
is equipped with a 
presentation hall, 
multi-media control 
system, office 
system, and law 
enforcement 
supervision system. 

In charge of organizing 
preparation of various plans, 
project establishment 
application and examination 
for approval within the Nujiang 
“Three Parallel Rivers” area. 
Carrying out supervision, 
management, and examination 
over construction activities and 
operation activities within the 
district. 

 
1.3.2.2 Major duties of grassroots management organs and personnel 
 

County management organ: Mainly carrying out instruction and management over the grassroots 

Scenic Areas stations, responsible for the enforcing of the overall protection and management plan 

within the area under its jurisdiction in accordance with the authorization of the Yunnan Provincial 

Stipulation on the Management of “Three Parallel Rivers” as a State’s Key Scenic Area and 

requirements of the Provincial Three-river Office. Realizing the specific protection and 

management work of the grassroots stations. There are 10 to 15 personnel, who are mainly 

managerial and technological staff members. 

 

District management stop (station): In charge of daily management, resources protection, law 

enforcement supervision, disaster monitoring, presentation operation, scientific research, and 

facility construction of the area under its jurisdiction. In addition to managerial staff, there are 

special personnel on law enforcement supervision, resources investigation, presentation 

management, and disaster relief. The number of the personnel shall be 20 to 30 in accordance with 

the specific requirements of the Scenic Areas. 
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Regulations of the People's Republic  

Of China on Nature Reserve Management 

 (Decree No.167 of the State Council on October 9, 1994) 

 

Chapter I General Provisions 
    Article 1    These Rules are formulated with a view to strengthening the 
construction and management of nature reserves and protecting the natural 
environment and resources. 
    Article 2     The nature reserves as referred to in these Rules mean the areas 
delimited according to relevant laws for special protection and administration in the 
areas where typical natural ecological systems, and precious, rare and vanishing 
wildlife species are naturally concentrated, or in the dry land, water area on the land 
and sea area where protected objects such as natural traces with special significance 
are situated. 
    Article 3    All establishment and management of nature reserves within the 
territory of the People's Republic of China or the other sea areas under the jurisdiction 
of the People's Republic of China must be conducted in conformity with these Rules. 
    Article 4    The State shall incorporate the development plan of nature 
reserves into the national economic and social development plans by means of 
adopting economic and technological policies and measures favourable to the 
development of nature reserves. 
    Article 5    The local economic construction, the production activities and 
everyday life of local residents shall be properly taken into consideration in the 
establishment and management of a nature reserve. 
    Article 6    Nature reserves administrative agencies and their competent 
administrative departments may accept donations from both domestic and foreign 
organizations and individuals for the establishment and management of nature 
reserves. 
    Article 7    The people's governments at or above the county level shall 
strengthen leadership in the work of nature reserves. 
    All units and individuals shall have the obligation to protect the natural 
environment and resources within nature reserves and have the right to inform against 
or lodge complaints against the units or individuals who damage or encroach the 
nature reserves. 
    Article 8    The State shall institute a system which combines integrated 
management with separate departmental management for the management of nature 
reserves. 
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    The competent department of environment protection under the State Council is 
responsible for the integrated management of the nature reserves throughout the 
country. 
    The competent departments of forestry, agriculture, geology  and mineral 
resources, water conservancy, and marine affairs and other departments concerned are 
respectively responsible for relevant nature reserves under their jurisdiction. 
    The people's governments of provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities 
directly under the Central Government shall, according to the specific condition of the 
locality, decide on the establishment and the responsibilities of the administrative 
departments of nature reserves in the people's governments at or above the county 
level. 
    Article 9    The people's governments at various levels shall give awards to the 
units or the individuals who have made outstanding contributions to the establishment 
and management of nature reserves or to the related scientific research. 
 

Chapter II Establishment of Nature Reserves 
    Article 10    In the areas which meet one of the following requirements, a 
nature reserve shall be established: 
    (1) typical physiographic areas, typical natural ecosystem areas, and those areas 
where the natural ecosystems have been damaged, but can be restored to the same 
category of natural ecosystems throngh proper protection; 
    (2) where precious, rare  and vanishing wildlife species are naturally 
concentrated; 
    (3) having marine and coastal areas, islands, wetland, inland water bodies, 
forests, grassland and deserts which are of special protection value; 
    (4) natural remains which are of significant scientific or cultural value, such as 
geological structures, famous karst caves, fossil distribution areas, glaciers, volcanoes, 
and hot springs; 
    (5) other natural areas in need of special protection upon the approval of the 
State Council or the people's governments of provinces, autonomous regions or 
municipalities directly under the Central Government.  
    Article 11    The nature reserves consist of national and local nature reserves. 
   National nature reserves include those of typical significance in or out of the 
country , and those of significant international influence in science, or of special value 
in scientific research. 
    Local nature reserves include those, other than the national ones, which are of 
typical significance or with special value in scientific research. Local nature reserves 
may be managed by local governments at different levels. The specific measures shall 
be formulated by the competent department of nature reserves under the State Council 

51

Annex4.2

42



Annex4.3  

 

or by the people's governments of provinces, autonomous regions or municipalities 
directly under the Central Government according to their specific conditions, and 
shall be submitted to the competent department of environment protection under the 
State Council for record. 
    Article 12    The establishment of a national nature reserve requires an 
application from the people's government of the province, autonomous region or 
municipality directly under the Central Government where the proposed nature 
reserve is located or from the competent department of nature reserves under the State 
Council. After the appraisal by the national nature reserves appraisal committee, the 
competent department of environment protection under the State Council shall 
coordinate with relevant department to provide appraisal comments on the application 
and then submit it to the State Council for approval. 
    The establishment of a local nature reserve requires an application from the 
people's government of the county, autonomous county, municipality or autonomous 
prefecture where the proposed nature reserve is located, or from the competent 
department of nature reserves in the people's government of the relevant province, 
autonomous region or municipality directly under the Central Government. After the 
appraisal by local nature reserves appraisal committee, the competent department of 
environment protection administration in the people's government of the province, 
autonomous region or municipality directly under the Central Government shall 
coordinate with relevant departments to provide appraisal comments on the 
application and then submit it to the people's government of the province, autonomous 
region or the municipality directly under the Central Government for approval, and 
meanwhile submit it to the competent department of environment protection under the 
State Council and the relevant competent department of nature reserves under the 
State Council for record. 
    The establishment of a nature reserve involving more than two administrative 
regions requires an application from the people's governments of relevant regions 
after their consultations. Then the application shall go through the same procedures as 
described in the preceding two paragraphs.  
    The estableishment of a maritime nature reserve must be approved by the State 
Council.  
    Article 13   In application for the establishment of nature reserves, an 
application form for a nature reserve establishment shall be filled out and submitted 
for approval according to the relevant provisions of the State. 
    Article 14    The ranges and boundaries of nature reserves shall be determined 
by the people's governments responsible for the approval of the establishment. The 
boundaries of nature reserves shall be marked and announced. 
    Proper consideration shall be given to the integrity and suitablility of the 
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protected  objects and to the needs of local economic construction, and production 
activities and the daily life of local residents in determining the ranges and boundaries 
of nature reserves. 
    Article 15    The cancellation of a nature reserve or any change or adjustment 
made in its nature, range or boundaries shall be subject to the approval of the people's 
government which approved the establishment of the nature reserve. 
    No units or individuals may be allowed to move the landmarks of nature reserves 
without authorization. 
    Article 16    Nature reserves shall be named in the following ways: 

National nature reserves: the name of the location where the nature reserve is 
situated is added before the "National Nature Reserve". 

Local nature reserves: the name of the location where the nature reserve is 
situated is added before the “Local Nature Reserve”. 
    If a nature reserve has any special protected object, the name of the object may 
be added following the name of the location where the nature reserve is situated. 
    Article 17  The competent department of environment protection 
administration under the State Council shall, together with the competent 
administrative department of nature reserves under the State Council, draw up a plan 
for the development of national nature reserves based upon the investigation and 
evaluation of the natural environment and resources of the whole country. After the 
overall balance by the competent planning department under the State Council, the 
plan shall be submitted to the State Council for approval and implementation. 
    The nature reserves administrative organ or competent administrative department 
of a particular nature reserve shall work out construction plans for nature reserves, 
which shall be included in the national, local or departmental investment plans 
according to stipalated procedures, and put the plan into effect. 
    Article 18    Nature reserves may be divided into three parts: the core zone, 
buffer zone and experimental zone. 
    The intact natural ecological systems and the areas where precious, rare and 
vanishing wildlife species are concentrated within nature reserves shall be delimited 
as the core zone which no units or individuals are allowed to enter. No scientific 
research activities are allowed in this zone except for those approved according to 
Article 27 of these Regulations. 
    Certain amount of area surrounding the core zone may be designated as the 
buffer zone, where only scientific research and observation are allowed.  
    The area surrounding the buffer zone may be designated as the experimental 
zone, where activites such as scientific experiment, educational practice, visit, tourism 
and the domestication and breeding of precious, rare and vanishing wildlife species 
may be carried out.  
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    A certain amount of area surrounding the nature reserve may be designated as the 
outer protection area, when the people's government which approved the 
establishment of the nature reserve considers necessary. 
 

Chapter III Management of Nature Reserves 
    Article 19  The competent department of environment protection 
administration under the State Council shall organize the relevant administrative 
departments of nature reserves under the State Council to formulate the technical 
regulations and criteria for the management of nature reserves all over the country. 
    The relevant competent administrative departments of nature reserves under the 
State Council shall formulate the technical regulations for the management of various 
types of nature reserves according to their division of duties and submit them to the 
competent department of environment protection administration under the State 
Council for record. 
    Article 20  The competent departments of environment protection 
administration in the people's governments at or above the county level shall have the 
right to conduct supervision and inspection on the management of all the nature 
reserves within their administrative areas. The relevant competent administrative 
departments of nature reserves in the people's government at or above the county level 
shall have the right to conduct supervision and inspection on the management of the 
nature reserves in their charge. The units subject to the inspection shall report the 
situation accurately to them and provide them with necessary information. The 
inspectors shall keep technological and professional secrets confidential for the units 
inspected. 
    Article 21   The competent administrative departments of the nature reserves 
of the people's governments of provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities 
directly under the Central Government or the competent administrative department of 
the nature reserves under the State Council shall be responsible for the management 
of the national nature reserves. The competent administrative department of nature 
reserves in the people's governments at or above the county level shall be responsible 
for the management of the local nature reserves within their administrative areas. 
    The relevant competent administrative departments of nature reserves shall set 
up a special management institution in each nature reserve and provide specialized 
technical staff for the management of the nature reserves. 
    Article 22   The major functions of management institutions of nature reserves 
shall be as follows: 
    (1) to implement relevant laws, regulations, guidelines and policies formulated 
by the State on nature conservation; 
    (2) to formulate various management regulations so as to exert unified 
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management of the nature reserves; 
    (3) to investigate natural resources and place them on file, and organize 
environmental monitoring to protect the natural environment and resources in the 
nature reserves; 
    (4) to organize or assist relevant departments to make scientific researches on the 
nature reserves; 
    (5) to conduct the publicity and education work on nature conservation; 
    (6) to organize activities such as visiting and sightseeing tour in the nature 
reserves on the presupposition that the natural environment and resources of the 
nature reserve are not affected by such activities. 
    Article 23    The expenses needed for the management of the nature reserves 
shall be handled by the people's governments at or above the county level where the 
nature reserves are located. The State shall subsidize the management of national 
nature reserves appropriately. 
    Article 24    The public security organ of the region where the nature reserves 
are located may set up its dispatched agency within the nature reserves to maintain 
public security if necessary. 
    Article 25   The units, residents in the nature reserves and the personnel 
allowed to enter the nature reserves shall comply with various regulations of 
administration, and subject themselves to the management institutions of the nature 
reserves. 
    Article 26   In nature reserves, such activities as felling, grazing, hunting, 
fishing, gathering medicinal herbs, reclaiming, burning, mining, stone quarrying and 
sand dredging, shall be prohibited unless otherwise stipulated by relevant laws and 
regulations.  
    Article 27   Nobody may be allowed to enter the core zone of nature reserves. 
Where scientific observations and investigation thereto are necessary for scientific 
research, an application and activity plan shall be submitted to the management 
institution of the nature reserves in advance and be approved by the competent 
administrative department of nature reserves in the people's government at or above 
the provincial level. The entrance into the core zone of national nature reserves shall 
be approved by the competent administrative department of nature reserves under the 
State Council. 
    If it is necessary for the residents living in the core zone of a nature reserve to 
move out, the local people's government shall make proper arrangement to have them 
settled down elsewhere.  
    Article 28    Tourism, production and commercial activities are prohibited in 
the buffer zone of nature reserves. In the buffer zone of nature reserves, if it is 
necessary to engage in the nondesturctive activities such as scientific research, 
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educational practice and specimen collection for the purpose of teaching or scienific 
research, an application and activity plan shall be submitted to the management 
institution of the nature reserves in advance for approval. 
    Units and individuals who engage in such activities described in the preceding 
paragraph shall submit a copy of the report of the activity result to the management 
institution of the nature reserves. 
    Article 29   With respect to the visiting and tourist activities in the 
experimental zone of a national nature reserve, the management institution of the 
nature reserve shall propose an activity program. After it is reviewed by the competent 
administrative department of the nature reserves of the people's government of the 
province, autonomous region or the municipality directly under the Central 
Government, the program shall be submitted to the competent administrative 
department of the nature reserve under the State Council for final approval. With 
respect to the visiting and tourist activities in the experimental zone of local nature 
reserves, the management institution of the nature reserve shall propose an activity 
program, and submit it to the competent administrative department of the nature 
reserves of the people's government of the province, autonomous region or the 
municipality directly under the Central Government for final approval. 
    Visiting and sightseeing tousist activities in nature reserves shall be conducted 
according to the approved activity program. The management of such activities shall 
be strengthened. All units and individuals who enter the nature reserves for visiting or 
sightseeing tour shall subject themselves to the management of the nature reserves. 
    The visiting and tourist projects that are not in conformity with the protection 
guidelines of nature reserves shall be prohibited. 
    Article 30    Where there is no division of zones within the nature reserves, 
they shall be managed in accordance with the provisions concerning the core zone or 
buffer zone in the Rules. 
    Article 31    In case foreigners wish to enter a local nature reserve, the host 
organization shall apply in advance for approval to the competent administrative 
department of the nature reserves of the people's government of the province, 
autonomous region or the municipality directly under the Central Government. In case 
of national nature reserves, the host organization shall apply in advance for addroval 
to the competent administrative department of the nature reserves under the State 
Council. 
    All foreigners who enter nature reserves shall abide by the laws, regulations and 
provisions concerning nature reserves. 
    Article 32    No production facilities may  be built in the core and buffer 
zones of nature reserves. In the experimental zone, no production facilities that cause 
environmental pollution or damage to the natural resources or landscape may be built. 
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For other projects to be built in this zone the discharge of pollutants may not exceed 
the national or local discharge standards. For those facilities already built in the 
experimental zone of the nature reserves, if the discharge of pollutants exceeds the 
national or local discharge standards, rectification shall be made within a time limit. 
Remedial measures shall be adopted for those that has caused damages. 
    The projects constructed in the outer protection zone of nature reserves may not 
affect the environmental quality inside the nature reserves. If the damage has already 
been done, rectification shall be made within a time limit. 
    The decision to make a rectification within the specified time shall be made by 
the organs specified by relevant laws and regulations. Any enterprises or institutions 
required to do so shall complete it in time. 
    Article 33   If any accident or accidental event which causes or may cause 
pollution or damage to the nature reserves, for which the units or individuals who are 
responsible shall immediately take remedial measures, inform all units or residents 
that may be endangered and report to the management institutions of nature reserves, 
the competent departments of environment protection administration and the 
competent administrative departments of the nature reserves in the locality and wait 
for investigation and disposition. 
 

Chapter IV Legal Liability 
    Article 34    Any unit or individual in violation of these Rules in one of the 
following manners shall be ordered by the management institution of the nature 
reserves to make a correction and may be fined 100 to 5,000 yuan according to 
circumstances of the case: 
    (1) moving or doing damage to the landmarks of nature reserves without 
authorization; 
    (2) entering the nature reserves without approval, or failing to meet the 
requirements of the management institution while being in the nature reserves; 
    (3) engaging in scientific research, educational practice and specimen collection 
in the buffer zone of nature reserves with the approval of the relevant department but 
failing to submit a copy of the report of their activity results to the management 
institution of the nature reserves. 
    Article 35    Any unit or individual who, in violation of these Regulations, is 
engaged in such activities as felling, grazing, hunting, fishing, gathering medicinal 
herbs, reclaiming, burning the grass, mining, stone-quarrying and sand dredging, shall 
be punished according to relevant laws and administrative regulations. Besides, the 
competent administrative department of nature reserves in the people's government at 
or above the county level or its authorized management institution of the nature 
reserves may confiscate the violators' illegal gains, order the violators to stop illegal 
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actions, or to restore the damaged to the original state or take other remedial measures 
within a specified time. Anyone who does damage to the nature reserves may be fined 
300 to 10,000 yuan. 
    Article 36    Any management institution of the nature reserves that, in 
violation of these Regulations, refuse the supervision and inspection of the competent 
department of environment protection administration or the competent administrative 
department of the nature reserves, or resort to deception during the inspection, shall 
be fined 300 to 3,000 yuan by the competent department of environment protection 
administration or the competent administrative department of the nature reserves in 
the people's government at or above the county level. 
    Article 37   Any management institution of the nature reserves that, in 
violation of these Rules has one of the following acts shall be ordered to make 
correction within a time limit by the competent administrative department of nature 
reserves in the people's government at or above the county level. The person who is 
directly responsible for such violations shall be subject to disciplinary sanctions by 
the department to which he belongs or by the organ at the higher level: 
    (1) developing programs of sightseeing and touring in nature reserves without 
approval; 
    (2) initiating programs of sightseeing and touring which are against the general 
guidelines of the conservation of nature reserves; 
    (3) developing programs of sightseeing and touring which are not in conformity 
with the approved plan. 
    Article 38    Anyone who violates these Regulations thus causing losses to the 
nature reserves shall be ordered to compensate for the losses by the competent 
administrative department of the nature reserves in the people's government at or 
above the county level. 
    Article 39   Anyone who hinders the administrative staff of the nature reserves 
from performing their duties shall be punished by the public security organ in 
accordance with the Regulations of the People's Republic of China on Administrative 
Penalty for Public Security. If the circumstances are serious enough to constitute a 
crime, he shall be prosecuted for criminal responsibility according to law. 
    Article 40  If the violation of these Rules causes serious pollution or damage to 
the nature reserves, leading to heavy losses of public or private property or human 
injuries and deaths that constitutes a criminal offence, the person directly in charge 
and other persons who are directly responsible for the violation shall be prosecuted 
for criminal responsibility according to law. 
    Article 41   Administrative personnel of nature reserves who abuses his power, 
neglects his duty or engages in malpractices for personal gains to the extent of 
constituting a criminal offence shall be prosecuted for criminal responsibility 

58

Annex4.2

49



Annex4.3  

 

according to law, if the circumstances are not serious enough to constitute a criminal 
offence,  he shall be subject to disciplinary sanctions by the department to which he 
belongs or the organ at the higher level. 
 

Chapter V Supplementary Provisions 
    Article 42   The competent administrative department of nature reserves under 
the State Council may,  in accordance with these Rules, formulate the administrative 
reles for different types of nature reserves. 
    Article 43   People's governments of provinces, autonomous regions and 
municipalities directly under the Central Government may, in accordance with these 
Regulations, formulate measures for their implementation. 
    Article 44   These Rules shall come into force as of December 1, 1994. 
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Decree of the State Council of the People’s Republic of China 
No. 474 

    Regulations on Scenic and Historic Areas, adopted at the 149th Executive Meeting 
of the State Council on September 6, 2006, are hereby promulgated and shall be 
effective as of December 1, 2006. 
 
 

Premier: Wen Jiabao 
September 19, 2006 

 
 

Regulations on Scenic and Historic Areas 

 
(Adopted at the 149th Executive Meeting of the State Council on September 6, 2006, 

promulgated by Decree No. 474 of the State Council of the People’s Republic of China 
on September 19, 2006, and effective as of December 1, 2006) 

 
Chapter I  General Provisions 

 
    Article 1  These Regulations are formulated for the purpose of strengthening 
administration of scenic and historic areas and effectively protecting and rationally 
utilizing scenic and historic resources. 
    Article 2  These Regulations apply to the establishment, planning, protection, 
utilization and administration of scenic and historic areas. 
    The term “scenic and historic area” in these Regulations means an area that has 
aesthetic, cultural or scientific value, a concentration of natural and anthropological 
sites, a beautiful environment and is suitable for tourism or for scientific and cultural 
activities. 
    Article 3  The State adheres to a principle of scientific planning, overall 
administration, strict protection and sustainable utilization of scenic and historic areas. 
    Article 4  An administrative agency for a scenic and historic area, which is 
established by a local people’s government at or above the county level in the place 
where the scenic and historic area is located, shall be responsible for protection, 
utilization and overall administration of the said scenic and historic area. 
    Article 5  The competent construction department of the State Council shall be 
responsible for supervision and administration of scenic and historic areas throughout 
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the country. Other relevant departments of the State Council shall, according to their 
respective functions and duties as specified by the State Council, be responsible for 
related aspects of supervision and administration of scenic and historic areas. 
    The competent construction departments of the people’s governments of provinces 
and autonomous regions and the competent departments for scenic and historic areas of 
municipalities directly under the Central Government shall be responsible for 
supervision and administration of scenic and historic areas within their respective 
administrative areas. Other relevant departments of the people’s governments of 
provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities directly under the Central 
Government shall, according to their specific functions and duties, be responsible for 
related aspects of supervision and administration of scenic and historic areas. 
    Article 6  All organizations and individuals shall have the obligation to protect 
scenic and historic resources and have the right to stop and expose the acts of damaging 
such resources. 
 

Chapter II  Establishment 
 
    Article 7  Scenic and historic areas shall be established in order to aid in the 
protection and rational utilization of scenic and historic resources. 
    A new scenic and historic area shall not overlap or intersect a nature reserve; where 
an established scenic and historic area overlaps or intersects a nature reserve, planning 
for the scenic and historic area shall be in harmony with that for the nature reserve. 
    Article 8  Scenic and historic areas are classed as national or provincial. 
    If a natural or anthropological site is a good example of a major natural vicissitude 
or important historic and cultural development, is still basically in a natural or original 
historic state and is representative of the country, application may be made to establish 
it as a national scenic and historic area; if it is representative locally, application may be 
made to establish it as a provincial scenic and historic area. 
    Article 9  An application for establishment of a scenic and historic area shall be 
submitted with the following information: 
    (1) background information on the scenic and historic resources; 
    (2) outlines of the scenic and historic area to be established and outlines of its core 
area; 
    (3) the character of the scenic and historic area to be established and the target of 
protection; 
    (4) conditions in the scenic and historic area to be established suitable for tourism; 
and 

61

Annex4.3

52



                                                 Annex4.4  

  

    (5) content and result of consultation with the owners and users of the land, forests 
or other natural resources, and of buildings or other property in the scenic and historic 
area to be established. 
    Article 10  To establish a national scenic and historic area, the people’s 
government of the province, autonomous region or municipality directly under the 
Central Government shall submit an application, and the competent construction 
department of the State Council shall, jointly with the competent departments for 
environmental protection, forestry, cultural relics and other relevant departments of the 
State Council, hold an appraisal, form an opinion after its examination and submit the 
result to the State Council for approval and announcement. 
    To establish a provincial scenic and historic area, the people’s government at the 
county level shall submit an application, and the competent construction department of 
the people’s government of the province or autonomous region, or the competent 
department for scenic and historic areas of the municipality directly under the Central 
Government shall, jointly with other relevant departments, hold an appraisal, form an 
opinion after its examination and submit the result to the people’s government of the 
province, autonomous region or municipality directly under the Central Government for 
approval and announcement. 
    Article 11  The lawful rights and interests of the owners and users of the land, 
forests or other natural resources, and of buildings or other property in a scenic and 
historic area shall be protected by law. 
    The people’s government that applies for establishment of a scenic and historic 
area shall fully consult with the owners and users of the land, forests or other natural 
resources, or of buildings or other property in the scenic and historic area before 
submitting the application for examination and approval. 
    Where the establishment of a scenic and historic area results in loss to the owners 
or users of the land, forests or other natural resources, or of buildings or other property 
in the scenic and historic area, compensation shall be paid in accordance with law. 
 

Chapter III  Planning 
 
    Article 12  Planning for a scenic and historic area includes the master plan and 
detailed plan. 
    Article 13  The master plan for a scenic and historic area shall take into account 
the requirement to maintain harmony between human society and nature, to balance 
development among different regions of the country and to promote comprehensive 
economic and social progress, adhere to a principle of putting protection first and 
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development second, and make the natural characteristics, cultural significance and 
local characteristics of the scenic and historic resources stand out. 
    The master plan for a scenic and historic area shall include the following: 
    (1) assessment of the scenic resources; 
    (2) measures for protecting ecological resources, layout of major construction 
projects and development or utilization intensity; 
    (3) functional framework and dimensions of the scenic and historic area; 
    (4) the outlines of the area where development is to be prohibited or limited; 
    (5) tourism capacity of the scenic and historic area; and 
    (6) relevant plans for special items. 
    Article 14  A master plan shall be formulated within two years from the date of 
establishment of a scenic and historic area. The term of the master plan shall generally 
be 20 years. 
    Article 15  The detailed plan for a scenic and historic area shall be formulated to 
meet the different requirements of its core area and other areas, specify the site, layout 
and scale for construction projects such as infrastructure, tourist facilities and cultural 
facilities and define the outlines of the land needed for construction and its design 
conditions. 
    The detailed plan for a scenic and historic area shall be in conformity with its 
master plan. 
    Article 16  The making of the planning for national scenic and historic areas shall 
be organized by the competent construction departments of the people’s governments of 
provinces or autonomous regions, or by the competent departments for scenic and 
historic areas of the people’s governments of municipalities directly under the Central 
Government. 
    The making of the planning for provincial scenic and historic areas shall be 
organized by the people’s governments at the county level. 
    Article 17  The planning for scenic and historic areas shall be made by 
organizations with the corresponding grade of qualifications, which shall be selected 
through fair competition such as public bidding. 
    The planning for a scenic and historic area shall be made in the light of the 
examined and approved outlines, character and target of protection of the scenic and 
historic area and in accordance with relevant laws, regulations and technical criteria of 
the State. 
    Article 18  In making the planning for a scenic and historic area, opinions shall 
be fully solicited from relevant departments, the general public and experts, and a 
hearing shall be held when necessary. 
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    The materials concerning the planning for a scenic and historic area to be 
submitted for examination and approval shall include the opinions of all circles of 
society, circumstances about adoption of such opinions and reasons for not adopting 
some opinions. 
    Article 19  The master plans for national scenic and historic areas shall, after 
examination by the people’s governments of provinces, autonomous regions or 
municipalities directly under the Central Government, be submitted to the State Council 
for examination and approval. 
    The detailed plans for national scenic and historic areas shall be submitted by the 
competent construction departments of the people’s governments of provinces or 
autonomous regions, or by the competent departments for scenic and historic areas of 
the people’s governments of municipalities directly under the Central Government to 
the competent construction department of the State Council for examination and 
approval. 
    Article 20  The master plans for provincial scenic and historic areas shall be 
subject to examination and approval by the people’s governments of provinces, 
autonomous regions or municipalities directly under the Central Government and shall 
be submitted to the competent construction department of the State Council for the 
record. 
    The detailed plans for provincial scenic and historic areas shall be subject to 
examination and approval by the competent construction departments of the people’s 
governments of provinces or autonomous regions, or by the competent departments for 
scenic and historic areas of the people’s governments of municipalities directly under 
the Central Government. 
    Article 21  The planning for scenic and historic areas shall be announced to the 
public after being approved, and all organizations and individuals shall have the right to 
look through the planning. 
    All organizations or individuals within a scenic and historic area shall abide by the 
approved planning for the scenic and historic area and be subject to the requirements of 
the planning. 
    No construction activities shall take place in a scenic and historic area until the 
planning for the scenic and historic area has been approved. 
    Article 22  The approved planning for a scenic and historic area shall not be 
changed without authorization. Any changes that need to be made in the outlines, 
character, target of protection, measures for protecting ecological resources, layout of 
major construction projects, development or utilization intensity, or the functional 
framework, dimensions, tourism capacity of a scenic and historic area as defined in its 
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master plan shall be submitted for approval to the department that originally examined 
and approved the plan; if other contents of such a plan need to be changed, the changes 
shall be submitted for the record to the department that originally examined and 
approved the plan. 
    Any changes that need to be made in the detailed plan for a scenic and historic area 
shall be submitted for approval to the department that originally examined and approved 
the plan. 
    If changes made by a government or any of its departments in the planning for a 
scenic and historic area result in loss to the property of a citizen, legal person or any 
other organization, compensation shall be paid in accordance with law. 
    Article 23  Two years prior to the expiration of the term of the master plan for a 
scenic and historic area, the department that organized the making of the plan shall 
organize experts to assess the plan and decide whether or not to remake it. The former 
plan shall remain in effect until a new one is approved. 
 

Chapter IV  Protection 
 
    Article 24  The landscape and the natural environment within scenic and historic 
areas shall be strictly protected in the light of a principle of sustainable development and 
may not be destroyed or changed without authorization. 
    Administrative agencies for scenic and historic areas shall constitute and complete 
various administrative systems for protection of scenic and historic resources. 
    All inhabitants and tourists within scenic and historic areas shall protect the 
scenery, waters, forests, grass and other vegetation, wild animals, and all facilities in 
such areas. 
    Article 25  Administrative agencies for scenic and historic areas shall make 
researches in and appraisals of major landscapes in such areas and shall formulate 
measures for protection respectively. 
    Article 26  Any of the following activities shall be prohibited within a scenic and 
historic area: 
    (1) cutting into a mountain, opening a quarry or mine, opening up wasteland, 
building a tomb or tombstone, or conducting any other activity that would destroy the 
landscape, vegetation or landforms; 
    (2) building a facility to store explosive, combustible, radioactive, poisonous or 
corrosive substances; 
    (3) putting graffiti on the scenery or facilities; or 
    (4) littering. 
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    Article 27  It is prohibited to, in violation of the planning for a scenic and historic 
area, establish any type of development zones within the scenic and historic area, or 
construct, within its core area, any hotel, guest house, training center, sanitarium or 
other buildings not related to protection of the scenic and historic resources; if such 
buildings have been constructed, they shall be gradually moved out according to the 
planning for the scenic and historic area. 
    Article 28  To conduct other construction activities within a scenic and historic 
area than those prohibited by Articles 26 and 27 of these Regulations, examination and 
approval formalities shall be undertaken in accordance with the provisions of relevant 
laws and regulations upon verification by the administrative agency for the scenic and 
historic area. 
    To build cable cars, ropeways or other major construction projects within a 
national scenic and historic area, the plan for the selected location of the project shall be 
submitted to the competent construction department of the State Council for approval. 
    Article 29  Any of the following activities conducted within a scenic and historic 
area shall, upon verification by the administrative agency for the scenic and historic area, 
be reported to the relevant competent department for approval in accordance with the 
provisions of relevant laws and regulations: 
    (1) installing or displaying commercial advertisements; 
    (2) holding large-scale entertainment activities; 
    (3) conducting activities that would change the natural state of water resources or 
water environment; or 

    (4) any other activity that would affect the ecology or landscape. 
    Article 30  Construction projects within a scenic and historic area shall be in 
conformity with the planning for the scenic and historic area and be in harmony with the 
landscape therein, and they shall not destroy the landscape, pollute the environment or 
hinder tourism. 
    To conduct construction activities within a scenic and historic area, the project 
owner and construction organization shall formulate the plans for preventing and 
controlling pollution and for water and soil conservation, and take effective measures to 
protect the surrounding scenery, waters, forests, grass and other vegetation, wild animal 
resources and landforms. 
    Article 31  The State establishes an information system for administration of 
scenic and historic areas, which provides dynamic monitoring of implementation of the 
planning for scenic and historic areas and protection of the resources therein. 
    Administrative agencies for scenic and historic areas in places where national 
scenic and historic areas are located shall annually report to the competent construction 
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department of the State Council on implementation of the planning for scenic and 
historic areas and protection of land, forests and other natural resources; the competent 
construction department of the State Council shall timely deliver the conditions of 
protection of land, forests and other natural resources to the relevant departments of the 
State Council. 
 

Chapter V  Utilization and Administration 
 
    Article 32  Administrative agencies for scenic and historic areas shall, in the light 
of the characteristics of the scenic and historic areas, protect the national and traditional 
folk culture, offer a healthy and helpful tourist experience plus cultural and 
entertainment activities, and spread historical, cultural and scientific knowledge. 
    Article 33  Administrative agencies for scenic and historic areas shall, in the light 
of the planning for scenic and historic areas, rationally utilize scenic and historic 
resources and improve the transportation, service and tourism facilities. 
    Administrative agencies for scenic and historic areas shall establish signs for 
scenic and historic areas, road signs, safety instructions and other markings within such 
areas. 
    Article 34  Sites for religious activities located within scenic and historic areas 
shall be administered in accordance with the provisions of the State on administration of 
sites for religious activities. 
    The protection, utilization and administration of natural resources, protection of 
cultural relics and administration of nature reserves within scenic and historic areas 
shall conform to the provisions of relevant laws and regulations of the State. 
    Article 35  The competent construction department of the State Council shall 
supervise, inspect and appraise the implementation of the planning for national scenic 
and historic areas and the protection of resources thereof. It shall timely correct and 
handle the problems that have been uncovered. 
    Article 36  Administrative agencies for scenic and historic areas shall establish 
and strengthen a safety guarantee system, strengthen safety management, safeguard the 
safety of tourists, and urge business organizations within scenic and historic areas to 
accept supervision and inspection of relevant departments in accordance with laws and 
regulations. 
    Accepting tourists in excess of the designated capacity or allowing tourist activities 
in areas without safety guarantees shall be prohibited. 
    Article 37  Tickets for entering scenic and historic areas shall be sold by 
administrative agencies for scenic and historic areas. The price for the tickets shall be 
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determined in accordance with the provisions of laws and regulations governing pricing. 
    Operators of transportation or other services within scenic and historic areas shall 
be determined by administrative agencies for scenic and historic areas through public 
bidding and other fair competition means in accordance with relevant laws, regulations 
and the planning for scenic and historic areas. 
    Administrative agencies for scenic and historic areas shall sign contracts with the 
operators, specifying their respective rights and obligations in accordance with law. The 
operators shall pay a fee for compensation for use of scenic and historic resources. 
    Article 38  Management of income from tickets for scenic and historic areas and 
fees for compensation for use of scenic and historic resources shall be separate from 
management of their expenditure through two channels. 
    Income from tickets for scenic and historic areas and fees for compensation for use 
of scenic and historic resources shall be specially used in protection and administration 
of scenic and historic resources and in compensation for the losses of the property 
owners and users within scenic and historic areas. The specific measures for 
administration thereof shall be formulated by the finance department and the competent 
pricing department of the State Council jointly with the competent construction 
department and other relevant departments of the State Council. 
    Article 39  Administrative agencies for scenic and historic areas shall not conduct 
business activities for profit, and nor authorize any enterprise or individual to perform 
the executive functions including planning, administration and supervision. 
    Staff members of administrative agencies for scenic and historic areas shall not 
accept employment in any enterprise located in a scenic and historic area. 
 

Chapter VI  Legal Liability 
 
    Article 40  Where any of the following acts is committed in violation of the 
provisions of these Regulations, the administrative agency for the scenic and historic 
area shall order cessation of the illegal act, restoration of the original condition, or 
demolition to be done within a specified time, confiscate the illegal income, and 
concurrently fine the violator not less than 500,000 yuan but not more than 1,000,000 
yuan: 
    (1) cutting into a mountain, opening a quarry or mine or conducting any other 
activity that would destroy the landscape, vegetation or landforms within a scenic and 
historic area; 
    (2) building a facility to store explosive, combustible, radioactive, poisonous or 
corrosive substances within a scenic and historic area; or 
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    (3) within its core area, constructing a hotel, guest house, training center, 
sanitarium or other buildings not related to protection of the scenic and historic 
resources. 
    Where a local people’s government at or above the county level or a relevant 
competent department thereof has approved an act prescribed in the first paragraph of 
this Article, the persons in charge with competent accountability and other persons with 
competent accountability shall be given a sanction in the form of demotion or removal 
from office in accordance with law or, if a crime is committed, be investigated for 
criminal liability in accordance with law. 
    Article 41  Where, in violation of the provisions of these Regulations, 
construction activities other than those prohibited are conducted within a scenic and 
historic area without verification by the administrative agency for the scenic and historic 
area, the said administrative agency shall order cessation of construction and demolition 
to be done within a specified time, and fine an individual violator not less than 20,000 
yuan but not more than 50,000 yuan, and an organizational violator not less than 
200,000 yuan but not more than 500,000 yuan. 
    Article 42  Where, in violation of the provisions of these Regulations, a cable car, 
ropeway or any other major construction project is built within a national scenic and 
historic area, and the relevant department of the local people’s government at or above 
the county level issues suggestions on selection of the location while the plan for 
selected location of the project is not approved by the competent construction 
department of the State Council, the persons in charge with competent accountability 
and other persons with competent accountability shall be given a sanction in accordance 
with law or, if a crime is committed, be investigated for criminal liability in accordance 
with law. 
    Article 43  Where a person, in violation of the provisions of these Regulations, 
opens up wasteland, builds a tomb or tombstone or conducts any other activity that 
would destroy the landscape, vegetation or landforms within a scenic and historic area, 
the administrative agency for the scenic and historic area shall order him to cease the 
illegal act, restore the original condition or take other remedial measures within a 
specified time, confiscate the illegal income and concurrently fine him not less than 
1,000 yuan but not more than 10,000 yuan. 
    Article 44  Where a person, in violation of the provisions of these Regulations, 
puts graffiti on the scenery or facilities or litters in a scenic and historic area, the 
administrative agency for the scenic and historic area shall order him to restore the 
original state or take other remedial measures, and fine him 50 yuan; if a person puts 
graffiti on, or vandalizes by other means, cultural relics or historic sites protected by the 
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State, he shall be punished in accordance with the relevant provisions of the law on 
administrative penalties for public security; if a crime is committed, he shall be 
investigated for criminal liability in accordance with law. 
    Article 45  Where, in violation of the provisions of these Regulations, any of the 
following activities is conducted within a scenic and historic area without verification 
by the administrative agency for the scenic and historic area, the said administrative 
agency shall order cessation of the illegal act and restoration of the original condition, 
or other remedial measures to be taken within a specified time, confiscate the illegal 
income, and concurrently fine the violator not less than 50,000 yuan but not more than 
100,000 yuan or, if the circumstances are serious, concurrently fine the violator not less 
than 100,000 yuan but not more than 200,000 yuan: 
    (1) installing or displaying commercial advertisements; 
    (2) holding large-scale entertainment activities; 
    (3) conducting activities that would change the natural state of water resources or 
water environment; or 
    (4) any other activity that would affect the ecology or landscape. 
    Article 46  Where a construction organization, in violation of the provisions of 
these Regulations, destroys the surrounding scenery, waters, forests, grass or other 
vegetation, wild animal resources or landforms in the course of its construction, the 
administrative agency for the scenic and historic area shall order it to cease the illegal 
act, restore the original condition or take other remedial measures within a specified 
time, and concurrently fine it not less than 20,000 yuan but not more than 100,000 yuan; 
if it fails to restore the original condition or take other effective measures at the 
expiration of the specified time, the administrative agency for the scenic and historic 
area shall order it to cease construction. 
    Article 47  Where the competent construction department of the State Council, a 
local people’s government at or above the county level or its relevant competent 
department, in violation of the provisions of these Regulations, commits any of the 
following acts, the persons in charge with competent accountability and other persons 
with competent accountability shall be given a sanction in accordance with law or, if a 
crime is committed, be investigated for criminal liability in accordance with law: 
    (1) establishing any type of development zones within a scenic and historic area in 
violation of the planning for the scenic and historic area; 
    (2) failing to complete the master plan for a scenic and historic area within two 
years from the date of its establishment; 
    (3) selecting an organization without a corresponding grade of qualifications to 
make the planning for a scenic and historic area; 
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    (4) approving construction activities within a scenic and historic area before the 
planning for the scenic and historic area is approved; 
    (5) changing the planning for a scenic and historic area without authorization; or 
    (6) any other acts that constitute a failure to perform supervision and 
administration functions and duties in accordance with law. 
    Article 48  Where an administrative agency for a scenic and historic area, in 
violation of the provisions of these Regulations, commits any of the following acts, the 
local people’s government at or above the county level that establishes the agency shall 
order it to make corrections; if the circumstances are serious, the persons in charge with 
competent accountability and other persons with competent accountability shall be 
given a sanction in the form of demotion or removal from office; if a crime is 
committed, they shall be investigated for criminal liability in accordance with law: 
    (1) accepting tourists in excess of the designated capacity or allowing tourist 
activities in areas without safety guarantees; 
    (2) failing to establish signs for the scenic and historic area, road signs, safety 
instructions and other markings; 
    (3) conducting for-profit business activities; 
    (4) authorizing any enterprise or individual to perform executive functions 
including planning, administration and supervision; 
    (5) allowing any staff member of the administrative agency for the scenic and 
historic area to accept employment in an enterprise located in the scenic and historic 
area; 
    (6) verifying and permitting construction activities not in conformity with the 
planning for the scenic and historic area to be conducted therein; or 
    (7) failing to investigate and punish illegal acts that have been uncovered. 
    Article 49  Where a relevant department has punished an illegal act prescribed in 
the first paragraph of Article 40, Article 41, Article 43, Article 44, Article 45 or Article 
46 of these Regulations in accordance with the provisions of relevant laws or 
administrative regulations, the administrative agency for the scenic and historic area 
shall not punish the same act. 
    Article 50  Where an illegal act as prescribed in the first paragraph of Article 40, 
Article 41, Article 43, Article 44, Article 45 or Article 46 of these Regulations infringes 
on property of the State, or of a collective or individual, the relevant organization or 
individual shall bear civil liability in accordance with law. 
    Article 51  Where an order is issued in accordance with the provisions of these 
Regulations to demolish a building, structure or any other illegal facility in a scenic and 
historic area within a specified time, the relevant organization or individual shall cease 
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said construction activity immediately and demolish the completed portion by itself; if 
the construction still continues, the agency that decides to order demolition to be done 
within the specified time shall have the authority to stop the construction. If any 
organization or individual disagrees with the decision on demolition to be done within 
the specified time, it may bring suit in a people’s court within 15 days from the date of 
receipt of the said decision; if it neither brings suit nor undertakes the demolition by 
itself at the expiration of the time, the agency that decides to order demolition to be 
done within the specified time may apply for enforcement with a people’s court in 
accordance with law, and the violators shall pay the fees for enforcement. 
 

Chapter VII  Supplementary Provision 
 
    Article 52  These Regulations shall be effective as of December 1, 2006. The 
Interim Regulations on Administration of Scenic and Historic Areas promulgated by the 
State Council on June 7, 1985, shall be repealed simultaneously. 
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Annex 6  

 

Some examples of boundary adjustment to exclude degraded areas from the site 
 
1. North Hongshan Wengshui township. 
The original boundary included the township of Wengshui, the denuded valley and many 
villages. These have been excluded from the buffer zone. 
Yellow line indicates refined boundary, blue line is the original boundary, roads (narrow 
red line) and villages are shown on inset satellite map. 
 

 
2. SW Laojunshan 
The original boundary (blue line) included a degraded valley and excluded some good 
forest habitat available for snub-nosed monkeys. The refined boundary excluded the 
degraded area and extends to include the better forest. 
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3. North Yunlingshan 
The original boundary includes a section of very degraded and fragmented forest, is crossed 
by a major road (red line) and contains 18 towns and villages (red dots). The group of snub-
nosed monkeys that formerly lived there has vanished. A new group of monkeys now lives 
further south in the reserve and is presumably the same animals that have changed their 
range to better habitat. Exclusion of the degraded area, shown with thicker blue line, allows 
the reserve to be reshaped and extended via a corridor to the next small hill range forming a 
potential bridge with the nearby monkey populations in Laojunshan.  
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 Mount Cangshan in Dali 
 

1. Overview 
 

  Position:  Dali City and Yangbi County, Yunnan Province 

  Geographical coordinates: N25°46' 32"~ E100°118" 

  Area:    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Mount Cangshan extends 46.78 kilometer from north to south and 30 kilometers 
from west to east.  The mountain range spans an altitudinal range between 
2,200~4,000 meters. The elevation range the core zone boundary ranges from 
about 2,500 to 2,700m, and that of the buffer zone boundary between 2,200 and 
2,300 m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Core zone          46340  hectare 

Buffer zone         14271  hectare 

Total     60611  hectare 

Mt Cangshan and Its Relationship with the 
Three Parallel Rivers Region Detailed Map of Mt Cangshan in Dali 

Core zone Buffer zone Core zone Buffer zone 
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2.  DESCRIPTIONS 

2.1  Natural Geography 
 Geographical position 

Mt Cangshan in Dali is located in Dali Bai 
Autonomous Prefecture in Yunnan Province, 
China.  Its major scope is situated in the 
territories of Dali City and Yangbi County. 
The geographic coordinates is N25°46' 32"~ 
E100°118".  
 

 Topography and landform 
The Cangshan Mountain Range cascades from 
south to north, and is positioned in the 
southern extremity of the southward extension of 
the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau.  The overall landform 
is slightly higher in the south and lower in the 
northern section.  Mt Cangshan is also the main 
mountain range on the southeastern side of the 
mega compound orogenic belts of the Three 
Parallel Rivers, thus forming an important integral 
segment of the Three Parallel Rivers Belt. The 
Cangshan Mountain Range extends about 50 
kilometer from north to south and about 10 
kilometers from west to east.  The mountain 
range spans an elevation range between 
1,800~4,122 meters and reaching a relative 
elevation difference of 1,522 meters. 

 

 Climate   
Mt Cangshan situates in the transitional zone between the southern and central tropics 
and its climate is northern sub-tropical plateau monsoon. The annual mean 
temperature is 15.1°C and annual precipitation is 1,240 mm. 

 
 Hydrology 

Mt Cangshan belongs to the Lancang River (Mekong) system with mainly the third- 
and fourth-level tributaries.  Distributed on the eastern slope of Mt Cangshan are 18 
streams that flow from east to west and confluence into Erhai Lake. Through Xi’er 
Lake which is the exit of Erhai Lake in the south, the outflow injects into Heihui 
River (Yangbi River) and ultimately merges with Lancang River.  Distributed on the 
western slope of Mt Cangshan are seven streams that flow from east to west and 
confluence into Heihui River. 
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2.2  Geology and Physiognomy 
 Regional geology 

Mt Cangshan is an important integral 
component of the Three Parallel Rivers 
Belt.  The Belt is composed of tectonic 
suture zones, arc deep fractures, as well as 
the strongest rising fold mountain systems 
from different evolutionary eras. It is the 
zone that has experienced the strongest 
compression, folding, crust shortening and 
rock metamorphism in the eastern section 
of the Tethys-Himalayas Tectonic Regimes between the Indian and Eurasian plates.  
Mt Cangshan is the folding mountain system on the easternmost side of the 
mega-compound orogenic belt of the Three Parallel Rivers. It therefore becomes a 
representative region for demonstrating the features of early geological-tectonic 
evolution.  It is the typical representative site not only for the evolutionary stages of 
palae-crystalline basement in the Yangtze Massif of the Eurasia Continent, but also for 
the evolutionary stages of the palae-Tethys and Tethys in the early Palaeozoic and 
Mesozoic eras of the Three Parallel Rivers Belt.  Furthermore, it is also the typical 
representative region for the characteristics of tectonic movements and crust 
deformations in the orogenic movements as a result of the continental-continental 
collision between the Indian and Eurasia plates during the tectonic evolution of the 
Himalayas in the Cenozoic Era. 

 

 Stratum lithology 
In Mt Cangshan, both new and old 
stratigraphs outcropped with a complete 
array of rock types to include the 
distribution of sedimentary rock, 
magmatic rock and metamorphic rock. 
The rock types are rich and complex, in 
particular, the ancient metamorphic rocks 
in Mt Cangshan are characterized by 
multi-metamorphic causes, multiphase and 
multistage metamorphic processes, as well as overlaying and deformation of such 
metamorphism.   

 

 Geological evolution 
Examined from the stratum contact relationship, characteristics of magmatic activities 
and metamorphic presence, in the scope of Mt Cangshan, the following crust 
movement occurred: 1. Jin’ning movement; 2. Caledonian movement 3. Variscian 
movement; 4. Indosinian movement; 5. Yanshan movement; 6. Himalayan movement. 
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 Physiognomic types 
Mt Cangshan in Dali is the naming site of the Dali Glacial Stage and the southern 
most regions (N25°34') that glacial activities ever attained in the Last Glaciations 
during the Quaternary glacial activities on the Eurasia Continent.  As Mt Cangshan 
is the southernmost protruding end of the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau and the highland 
region, the elevation of all 19 peaks of Mt Cangshan are above 3,500 m asl., forming 
the “eaves of the World’s Roof”, and Mt Cangshan becomes the southern limit that the 
Last Glaciations ever reached.  Such a geographic position can best reflect the 
advances and retreats of glaciers that record sensitively the impacts and features of 
climatic changes. Besides maintaining large tracts of glacial landforms of the glaciers 
in the Quaternary Glaciations on Mt Cangshan, Erhai Lake to its eastern side is also a 
media for documenting the glacial activities in Mt Cangshan Region. All these 
evidences and records endow Mt Cangshan with the critical representative 
significance and the important scientific value in the studies on the Last Glaciations. 
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2.3  Biology and Ecology 
 Biological regions (provinces) 

According to the Udvardy Biogeographical Regionization system, Mt Cangshan in 
Dali belongs to the Palaearctic Biogeographical Realm, Szechwan Highlands 
Biogeographical Province. In accordance with the Biogeography Regionization 
System of Wu Zhengyi, the biogeographical region of Mt Cangshan belongs to the 
Hengduan Mountains Region of the East Asiatic Kingdom, yet the region is situated 
in a transitional zone from the eastern section of the Hengduan Mountains to the 
western section of Yunnan Plateau region. Based on the zoogeographic studies of 
Chinese scientists, the biogeographical position of Mt Cangshan is on the 
transboundary area between the southwestern region and south China region of the 
Indo-malayan Biogeographical Realm.  Furthermore, ornithological research in the 
Hengduan Mountains by Tang Chanzhu and Yang Lan supports the view that the 
Hengduan Mountains should belong to the Northwest Yunnan district, Southwest 
region of the Oriental Realm.  Mt Cangshan is then located on the southern border of 
the Northwest Yunnan district 
 

 Plants 
Mt Cangshan in Dali harbors highly 
diverse plant species, making it one of the 
areas with the highest diversity of high 
plants in China and also a critical area for 
global biodiversity conservation.  
Recorded in the region are 2,712 species 
of vascular plants belonging to 210 
families and 864 genera, of which, 177 
species from 89 genera in 38 families are 
ferns, 10 species from 10 genera in 5 
families of Gymnospermae and 2,531 
species from 769 genera in 167 families of Angiosperm (See table below). Although 
the land area of the Nominated Mt Cangshan in Dali takes up merely 0.13% of the 
territory of Yunnan province, and 0.0052% of China, the vascular plants in the region 
account for 19.4%, and 9.7% of the total in Yunnan province and China, respectively.  
Mt Cangshan harbors the most endemic high plant species in China. There are more 
than 500 species are endemic to China, yet 66 species alone are endemic to Dali. Mt 
Cangshan in Dali has become a world-renown type locality of plants - the type 
specimens of about 180 new species were collected in Mt Cangshan. There are 24 rare 
and endangered plant species listed for national protection in Mt Cangshan. Mt 
Cangshan also has rich wild flower resources and is deservedly praised as a natural 
alpine flower garden. 
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List of vegetation types in Mt Cangshan in Dali 
 

Vegetation type Vegetation subtype or formations Distribution 
1. Semi-wet evergreen broadleaf 
forest 

Mt Cangshan in 
Dali 

I.  Evergreen 
broadleaf forest 

2. Mid-mountain wet broadleaf forest  

II.  Hard-leaf 
evergreen 
broadleaf forest 

3. Cold-temperate mountain 
sclerophyllous evergreen forest 

West slope of Mt 
Cangshan in Dali 

4. For. Alnus nepalensis Mt Cangshan in 
Dali 

III． Deciduous 
broadleaf forest 

5. Poplar forest and Betula forest Mt Cangshan in 
Dali 

IV.  Mixed coniferous 
& broadleaf forest 

 

6. For. Tsuga dumosa (temperate-cold 
coniferous forest) 

Mt Cangshan in 
Dali 

V.  Warm-temperate 
coniferous forest 

7. Pinus Yunnanensis Forest, Pinus 
armandii Forest 

Mt Cangshan in 
Dali 

VI.  Cold-temperate 
coniferous forest 

8. Abies delavayi Forest East hillside of Mt 
Cangshan in Dali 

9. Xerothermic valley sparse shrubbery 
and grass 

West hillside  of 
Mt Cangshan in 
Dali 

VII.  Sparse shrubs and 
grasses 

10. Warm temperate sparse shrubbery 
and grass 
 

Mt Cangshan in 
Dali 

VIII. Cold-temperate 
shrubs 

11. Alpine Rhododendron Bushes Mt Cangshan in 
Dali 

IX. Meadows 12. Alpine meadow Mt Cangshan in 
Dali 

 
Vascular plants in Mt Cangshan 

 
  Taxa Families   Genera   Species 

Pteridophyta 38 89 177 
Gymnospermae 5 10 10 
Angiospermae 167 769 2531 

 

 Animals 
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Mt Cangshan has gestated abundant and diverse animal 
resources which include 421 species of terrestrial 
vertebrates, of which, 60 species are endemic to the 
region. These vertebrates include 91 mammalian species, 
306 bird species, 13 reptile species and 11 amphibian 
species.  There are 14 mammalian species, 39 bird 
species and seven amphibian species endemic to the 
region.  The list of insect species gives 481 insect 
species in Mt Cangshan in Dali and about 100 are 
endemic species. Mammalian diversity in Mt. Cangshan 
ranks the second and third in Yunnan and China, 
respectively.   In addition, Mt Cangshan is also the type locality of 164 terrestrial 
vertebrate species, including 49 mammalian species, 113 bird species, eight 
amphibian species, as well as the type locality of nearly 100 insect species. 
 

Mt Cangshan has gestated rich and diverse animal resources. In total, 421 terrestrial 
vertebrate species have been recorded, including 60 species endemic to the region and 
164 species whose type specimens were collected in-situ. Found in the region are 28 
endemic mammal species, 31 topotype species of China, and 18 topotype species of 
the Hengduan Mountains. There are 49 endemic bird species in the Hengduan 
Mountains and 113 topotype specimens collected in Yunnan; Three reptile species are 
endemic to the region, and one new species in one genus of amphibians was also 
newly recorded, that is, Aspenia-streamed toad (Torrentophryne aspinia Yang and 
Rao).  The Nominated Mt Cangshan in Dali harbors rich endemic species and type 
specimen species from diverse taxa, making it a critical region for conserving faunal 
diversity in the world (See Table below).   
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Statistics of vertebrates recorded in Mt. Cangshan in Dali 

 

Fauna 
 Red List 

National 
Protected 
species 

CITES 
Annex 

Category 

To
ta

l s
pe

ci
es

 

P O WR  CR EN VU NT LC DD NE I II I II En
de

m
ic

 
sp

ec
ie

s 

TP
 

C* 3 11 26 22 54 0 10 Mammals 132 23 93 16 

I* 0 3 13 0 0 1 10 

5 16 13 4 28 49 

C* 0 0 7 19 345 0 11 Birds 382 20 244 54 

I* 0 0 7 1 0 0 374 

3 32 2 28 49 113 
 

C* 1 1 4 0 17 0 0 Reptiles 25 0 21 4 

I* 0 1 4 2 17 0 0 

0 0 0 0 3 0 

C* 1 1 3 1 18 0 0 Amphi- 
bians 

24 0 24 1 

I* 1 1 3 2 18 0 0 

0 0 0 0 8 2 

Total 604 43 380 76         8 44 16 32 88 164 
 
Note: (1) C*--China Red List (2004),  I*--IUCN Red List(2003), CR – critically endangered, EN—endangered, VU—vulnerable, NT—near 
threatened, LC - Least concerned, DD—Data deficient, NE - Not evaluated, TP – Topotype species.  
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2.4  Biological Diversity 
 Mt Cangshan in Dali is an epitome of biological diversity in the Hengduan 

Mountains 
The Hengduan Mountains is accredited as the origin and 
speciation center of numerous wildlife taxa on the 
Eurasian Continent, one of the world-class hotspots for 
biodiversity research and one of the three mega-centers of 
biodiversity in China. Mt Cangshan in Dali is the gateway 
to the Hengduan Mountains, the eaves of the 
Qinghai-Tibet Plateau and an epitome of the biodiversity 
in the Hengduan Mountains. Recorded in the region are 
2,712 species of vascular plants belonging to 210 families 
and 864 species characterized by a high level of endemism.  
Mt Cangshan in Dali harbors more than 500 vascular plant 
species that are endemic to China and 66 species to Mt 
Cangshan.  It takes up merely 0.13% of the territory of Yunnan, and 0.0052% of 
China, but the vascular plants in Mt Cangshan account for 19.4%, and 9.7% of the 
total in Yunnan and China, respectively.  This demonstrates the richness of plant 
diversity in the Nominated Mt Cangshan in Dali. 
 
Mt Cangshan has also gestated abundant and diverse animal resources. In total, 604 
species of terrestrial vertebrates, including 88 endemic species and 164 topotype 
species have been recorded. They include 132 mammal species, 382 bird species, 24 
reptile species and 25 amphibian species. Twenty-eight mammalian species, 49 bird 
species, eight amphibian species and more than 100 insect species are endemic to Mt 
Cangshan.  The mammal species in Mt Cangshan ranks the second in Yunnan and 
the third in China.    
 

 Mt Cangshan in Dali is a most 
famous type locality of type 
specimens in the World 

Mt Cangshan in Dali has been eulogized 
as a shinning pearl in the kingdom of 
biological diversity in the Hengduan 
Mountains.  Mt Cangshan has a rich 
diversity of vascular plants, reaching 2,712 
species, of which, the type specimens of 180 vascular plant species were collected 
from this region, which has made Mt Cangshan the type locality for these plant 
species.  Mt Cangshan in Dali is also the mountain range in China where the most 
type specimens have been collected.  Moreover, it is also the type locality of 164 
terrestrial vertebrate species, 49 mammalian species, 113 bird species, eight 
amphibian species and nearly 100 insect species. 
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 Mt Cangshan is the region that the most vertical spectra of zonal vegetation 
types occur to the south of N26˚ in the Northern Hemisphere 

The vegetation types in Mt Cangshan makes it a mountain range that the most vertical 
spectra of zonal vegetation types occur the south of N26˚ in the Northern Hemisphere. 
Records in Vegetation of China and Vegetation of Yunnan show there are altogether 9 
vegetation types, 12 subtypes or formations.  It is rare worldwide that, in an area of 
500 km2, such a high number of vegetation types occur.  Transitional from low to 
high elevation, the seven vertical zonal vegetation types are the sparse/savanna shrubs 
and grass, warm temperate coniferous forest zone (Form.: Pinus yunnanensis), 
semi-humid evergreen broadleaf forest zone, mid-mountain humid evergreen 
broadleaf forest zone, mixed broadleaf deciduous and coniferous forest zone (Form.: 
Tsuga dumosa), cold-temperate coniferous forest zone (Form.: Abies delavayi), cold 
temperate alpine dwarf-shrubs and meadow (Form.: Alpine Rhododendron spp. and 
alpine meadow).  
 

 Mt Cangshan is a critical area for global biodiversity conservation and a 
natural alpine garden 

Mt Cangshan in Dali is an irreplaceable 
and critical area for the conservation of rare 
and endangered protected species in the 
family Ericaceae.  Twenty-four species of 
rare and endangered plant species listed for 
national protection occur in Mt Cangshan.  
Of the nine species in the family 
Ericaceous that are listed for national 
protection, four occur in Mt Cangshan, and 
the type specimens of three species were 
collected here. 
 
Mt Cangshan is also praised as a natural alpine garden.  In this region, some 
world-famous wild flower species are centrally distributed, including Rhododendron 
spp., Primula spp., Crawfurdia spp., and Lilium spp. and orchids, of which, the first 
three groups are listed as the most famous flowers of China.  Forty-four azalea 
species which is praised as the King of Woody Flower Plants occur in Mt Cangshan. 
Also, 48 species of the family Primulaceae, and 40 species of the family 
Gentianaceae occur in Mt Cangshan.  The landscaping and ornamental plant 
resources in Mt Cangshan have long been renowned worldwide, and have gained 
noteworthy glory in gardens in Europe and America and have contributed to the 
civilization in these continents.  For example, several dozens of azalea species 
cultivated in the Royal Edinburgh Botanical Garden of the United Kingdom were 
introduced from Mt Cangshan.  Therefore, Mt Cangshan is deservedly praised as a 
natural alpine flower garden. 
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2.5  Natural Landscape and Natural Beauty 
The natural landscapes of rich and intact 
palaeglacial relics and outstanding 
biodiversity are the most invaluable 
elements in the landscape resources, yet 
other landscape resources are also equally 
important.  Six types of landscape 
qualities have made Mt Cangshan in Dali 
to be one of the destinations of 
world-renowned and outstanding 
landscapes.  They include the 
palaeglacial relics, metamorphic rocks, diverse meteorological phenomena, 
hydrological wonders, biological diversity and the central subtropical mountain 
ecosystems.  
 

 Landscape of palaeglacial relics  
Mt Cangshan is one of the southernmost mountain regions that glacial activities ever 
attained during the Last Glaciations on the Asian Continent.  In other word, it is a 
southernmost mountain region that experienced glacial activities during the Last 
Glaciations whereas no more modern glaciers are still present.  Due to the special 
representativeness of the glaciations in the Cangshan Mountain, Dali has become the 
naming site of “the Dali Glacial Stage” and “Dali Rock” (marble).  The diverse 
glacial oceanic landforms of ancient mountains, including horn peak, arêtes, cirques, 
tarn, icebars, glacial depressions and clusters of ice-scour lakes and so on, are 
preserved intact.  
 

 Landsape of metamorphic rocks 
Mt Cangshan has metamorphic rock 
landscape with most distinct features. On 
the middle and upper hillsides of Mt 
Cangshan, the landscape of metamorphic 
rocks - granulite stone forest with 
grotesque sceneries is extensively 
distributed. These rugged stone forest and 
sheer ravines are formed in diverse figures 
and forms that possess superlative 
aesthetic value.  In the meantime, Mt Cangshan is also the naming site of the Dali 
metamorphic rock.  The distribution of marble rock is extensive and there has been a 
long history of extracting and using marble because of its profound aesthetic artistry.  
The colors of marble vary infinitely with sumptuous colors and texture that resemble 
perfectly the traditional Chinless ink and wash paintings. They are the art treasures the 
nature has created and that has been naturally and closely linked to the society and 
cultures in Dali. 
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 Meteorological landscape 

The meteorological landscape in Mt 
Cangshan is full of uniqueness and 
lingering appeal.  The most important 
meteorological phenomena are the cloud 
and snow scenes.  Cloud sceneries in Mt 
Cangshan have myriads of forms, 
diversified at the top and hillsides of the 
mountains along with multitudinous 
seasonal changes.  The most famous 
cloud sceneries are the Yuju floating cloud (the Looking-for-you Cloud), the 
jade-ribbon cloud horizon (Jade-ribbon cloud) and so on.  Snow often covers peaks 
of Mt. Canshan throughout the year. In cold winter times, hundreds of miles of Mt 
Cangshan are covered in pure whirling snows that produce imposing and grandiose 
landscape.  In early spring in March, blazing flowers below the snowline are 
blooming in contrast with the jade-crystal clean snow above. In full summer, the 
peaks of Mt Cangshan are still covered in immense shining snow.  In the eight 
scenes of Mt Cangshan, the spring now on Mt Cangshan, the jade-ribbon cloud 
horizon, and Yuju floating cloud have vividly depicted these exotic meteorological 
landscape.  Due to the large relative elevation difference and complex physiognomy, 
the meteorological landscape in this region is extremely changeable and unique, as go 
in the old sayings: “Four seasons on one mountain and different weathers in a few 
miles’ distance” and “Sunny in the river but rainy in the rivulet”.  

 

 Hydrological landscape 
Hydrological landscape in Mt Cangshan is 
also highly diverse with the presence of 
those most outstanding types of ice-scour 
lakes, ravine streams, clusters of ice-scour 
lakes (the Horse Washing Pond, Yellow 
Dragon Pond, Black Dragon Pond and 
Double Dragon Pond and so on), the 19 
peaks and 18 streams formed from incising 
gravity flows on the eastern hillside of Mt 
Cangshan (Qingbi Stream, Mocan Stream 
and Shuangyuan Stream, etc.), as well as 
the Snow Mountain River and Jinzhan Steam and others on the western hillsides of Mt 
Cangshan.  All these hydrological landscape have endowed Mt Cangshan with 
boundless fascination. 
 

 Landscape of biological and ecological diversity  
Striking a relative elevation difference of 2,562 m, the complex physiognomy and 
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diverse zonal mountain climates have 
furnished a diverse range of niches to 
support wildlife communities.  Thanks to 
this natural endowment, Mt Cangshan 
harbors outstanding diversity of plant 
species, ecosystems types, floristic 
geographical assemblage, rare and 
endangered wildlife and endemic species.  
The rich flower resources is one of the 
major natural landscapes in Mt Cangshan, with the most famous being the azaleas and 
orchids as it is one of the distribution and speciation centers of azaleas and orchids.  
Internationally, Mt Cangshan is acclaimed as “hometown of azaleas”.  Abies 
Forrestii forest, large tracts of azalea flowers and alpine flower mosaics represents the 
outstanding landscape of biological diversity in Mt Cangshan. 

 
Mt Cangshan has preserved the most complete and intact spectra of vertical 
vegetation zones, the most vegetation types and mountain vegetation types to the 
south of N26° in China.  Transitional from low to high elevation, seven vertical 
zonal vegetation types, namely, sparse/savanna shrubs and grass, warm temperate 
coniferous forest zone, semi-humid evergreen broadleaf forest zone, mid-mountain 
humid evergreen broadleaf forest zone, mixed broadleaf deciduous and needle-leaf 
forest zone, cold-temperate coniferous forest zone, cold temperate alpine 
dwarf-shrubs and meadow zone occur in intact formations on Mt Cangshan.  In the 
scope of one mountain range and throughout the four seasons of a year, vegetation 
landscapes occur in diverse sequences. 
 

2.6  Human Activities 
The history of Mt Cangshan since human activities dates back to about 3,000 years 
ago in the Neolithic Period.  Rock paintings and the ruins of human activities in 
Malong, Baiyun, Foding (A) and Foding (B) were discovered during the 
expeditionary surveys in Mt Cangshan.  According to the AMS14C dating of the 
charcoal samples in Malong Ruins by Beijing University, the city in Malong was 
constructed in 2890±80 and 3440±90 (The Accelerator Laboratory, School of Physics 
in Beijing University, 2004).  Comprehensive analysis leads to the conclusion that 
the age of Malong Ruins is 3,000 years and its construction took place in 1,000 B.C. 
 
During the late Neolithic Age, humans advanced to the agricultural society.  The 
people in Mt Cangshan Region gradually resettled to the basins below 2,200 m at the 
foot of the mountain.  In the absence of human activities, the hillsides restored to its 
natural state.  Resources extraction from the nature environment in Mt Cangshan was 
limited to only firewood collection and hunting.  
 
During the Nanzhao Kingdom Period, the Nanzhao king followed the practices of the 
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Central China to inaugurate Mt Cangshan as the Central Mountain, which is the 
paramount chief of the five sacred mountains in the Nanzhao Kingdom.  Since then, 
Mt Cangshan was worshipped and protected as a sacred mountain by local people. 
During the periods of the Nanzhao Kingdom (737～892 AD) and the Dali Kingdom 
(Song Dynasty, 937～1253 AD), except for building shrines and temples, general's 
temple, Zhonghe Temple, Gantong Temple and the Jingan City used as summer palace 
of the royal families, residential houses of local people were not permitted to be built 
in Mt Cangshan. Therefore, only a small population of monks and royal families lived 
in the mountain.  Thanks to its status of a sacred mountain, Mt Cangshan has been 
worshipped, cherished and voluntarily protected by local residents and the forest 
vegetations therein have maintained its wilderness beauty. 
 
As of 2006, the total population in Mt Cangshan subarea is 2,025, of which, 500 
habitat in the core zone and 1,525 in the buffer zone. 

 
3.  Justifications for Inclusion into the Property (Outstanding Universal value)  
 
Mt Cangshan in Dali is situated in the southern section of the Hengduan Mountains 
and comprises an integral component of the Hengduan Mountains.  It possesses 
overall identical natural features with the Three Parallel Rivers Yunnan Nature 
Reserves. Moreover, Mt Cangshan enjoys its unique characters and values in terms of 
geology, landform, ecology, biome and landscape.  Therefore, inclusion of Mt 
Cangshan in Dali into the Three Parallel Rivers Yunnan Nature Reserves will enrich 
the intrinsic value and enhance the integrity of the existing heritage site. 
 

 Criterion Vii: Superlative natural phenomena or natural beauty 
Mt Cangshan in Dali is an important 
geographical partitioning landmark in 
China. It is in this region where the 
Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, with over 4,000 m 
asl., extends nearly 1,000 km from west to 
east and diminishes and  where the 
Yunnan-Guizhou Plateau, together with 
the lowland to the east below 3,000m asl., 
is originated and further cascades to the 
hilly plains in Southwest Asia. Therefore, Mt Cangshan in Dali is called the Eaves of 
the World’s Roof.  Mt Cangshan in Dali spans 50 kilometers from south to north 
with Malong Peak at 4,122 m asl. as the main peak.  From south to north, 19 peaks 
are in aligned in parallel, in between every two a stream always develops, forming the 
unique natural landscape of 19 peaks and 18 streams in Mt Cangshan.  The majestic 
mountain body of metamorphic rocks in Mt Cangshan, crystal clear alpine lake and 
the diverse alpine vegetation spectra exhibit unique and grand natural beauty. 
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 Criterion Viii: Earth’s history, geological and geomorphic features and 

processes 
Mt Cangshan in Dali is both an ancient and young mountain range that has developed 
from two billion years of complex geological evolution from the Proterozoic Era to 
the present. Mt Cangshan in Dali is an 
outstanding example representing the 
earth’s crust changes and orogenic 
movements. 
Mt Cangshan in Dali is a live textbook of 
metamorphism that displays complex 
metamorphism and rich series of 
metamorphic rocks. 
 
Mt Cangshan in Dali is the naming site 
and museum for Dali rock (marble). It also preserves and displays the richest and 
unique marble resources in the world.   
 
Mt Cangshan in Dali is the naming site of the Last Glaciations – the Dali Glacial 
Stage in the Pleistocene Epoch in Asia. The rich glacial landforms deserve global 
significance for comparative studies in the palae-geography and parlaeo-climate. 
 

 Criterion ix: Ongoing biological and ecological processes 
Mt Cangshan in Dali displays typical 
alpine ecosystems. There are seven intact 
vertical vegetation zones transitional from 
the low to high elevation in Mt Cangshan.  
In total, there are nine vegetation types 
and 14 subtypes in Mt Cangshan.  It is an 
epitome of the vegetation types in the 
Hengduan Mountains and a typical 
representation of the biological diversity 
of the subtropical evergreen broadleaved forests in the western regions of China. 
 

 Criterion x: Biological diversity and threatened species 
Mt Cangshan in Dali encompasses 
outstanding biodiversity and is a priority 
area for global biodiversity conservation.  
Mt. Cangshan is situated on the 
conjuncture zone of the three mega-natural 
geographical regions of the Qinghai-Tibet 
Plateau, the East Asian monsoon region 
and the South Asian monsoon region. In the meantime, it belongs to a convergent and 
transitional zone between the two main biogeographical realms: the Palaearctic Realm 
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and the Oriental Realm and is one of the three epicenters of floristic endemism in 
China. In Mt Cangshan, 2,501 species from 840 genera in 205 families of vascular 
plants are found, of which, more than 500 species are endemic to China and 66 
species to Yunnan. These include 24 rare and endangered plant species listed for key 
national protection.  There are 288 vertebrate species, 481 insect species on Mt. 
Cangshan, of which, four insect species are endemic to China and two are rare species.  
In particular, butterfly species are extremely rich, totaling 120 species in 7 families.  
Mt. Cangshan is also the type locality of numerous key plant species.  The type 
specimens of about 1,500 plant species were collected from Mt Cangshan. 
 
 
4. Integrity 

 Boundary 
The boundary of the proposed extension of Mt. Cangshan is based on that of Dali 
National Scenic and Historical Interest Area and Mt. Cangshan & Erhai Lake National 
Nature Reserve. The scope of its core zone is delineated to be the mountain body 
above 2,600m above sea level and has an area of 463.40 km2.  The identification of 
the boundary of core zone is based on the spatial distribution of natural features, 
including topography and landform, hydrology and vegetative cover and so on, taking 
into account of the requirements for the integrity of world natural heritage established 
in The Operational Guidelines.  It is the best and most natural areas in Mt. 
Cangshan and exhibits the most important geological, ecological and landscape 
features of Mt. Cangshan. 
 
Delineation of the buffer zone boundary is an outer ring from the core zone. It follows 
the natural demarcation of mountain ridges, valleys and watersheds, taking into 
account of the extent of impact as a result of human activities.  Its buffer zone is 
located between the altitudinal ranges from 2,200 to 2,600m, and has an area of 
14,271 km2. 

 Area and other relevant factors  
The nominated Mt. Cangshan in Dali has a core area of 463.4 km2 and buffer zone of 
142.70 km2.  Its core zone is a contiguous area that encompasses the main natural 
features and various relevant factors of Mt. Cangshan. 
 

 Mt. Cangshan contains various natural features that construct the natural beauty 
of Mt. Cangshan, such as main mountain body, streams, waterfalls, alpine lakes 
and vertical vegetation zones.  It also harbors the natural landscape of “nineteen 
peaks and eighteen streams” which is a best representation of Mt. Cangshan. 

 Mt. Cangshan also contains various geological and geomorphic features that 
represent the earth’s history and evolution in Mt. Cangshan. These include 
various types of tectonic remnants representing the tectonic movements and 
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orogenic activities in Mt. Cangshan, metamorphic rock series representing the 
complex metamorphism in Mt. Cangshan, and diverse types of glacial landforms 
demonstrating the Dali Glacial Stage of the late Pleistocene, as well as the Dali 
rock (marble) belt representing the special geological activities. 

 Mt. Cangshan contains intact ecosystems and vegetation types in Cangshan 
Mountain Range, including seven vegetation types from 2,000m to 4,122 m 
above sea level.  They display typical subtropical alpine ecosystems.   

 Mt. Cangshan also harbors the habitats for the rare, endangered and endemic 
animal and plant species as the representative biodiversity assemblage. 

 

 Impact of human activities 
Although there a long history of human habitation at the foot of Mt. Cangshan, there 
are barely any residential sites in the areas above 3,000m in Mt. Cangshan and 
disturbance of human activities are scarce due to its steep and perilous topography. 
Besides, local residents, particularly the indigenous residents of ethnic Bai people, 
have long been practicing a tradition of conserving the nature since history. Adding to 
the sublime holiness of Mt. Cangshan in the minds of local people, Mt. Cangshan is 
protected intact in general. 
 
5.  Protection and Management 

 Conservation designations 
National Conservation Designations for Mt Cangshan 

Nomina- 
tion 

Conservation designations Year Ratification agency 

National scenic and 
historic interest area 

1982 The State Council, P. R. China 

National nature reserve 1993 The State Environmental 
Protection Agency, P. R. China 

National Geopark 2005 The Ministry of Land and 
Resources, P. R. China 

Mt 
Cangshan 

China National natural and 
cultural heritage 

2006 The Ministry of Construction of 
the People’s Republic of China 

 Laws and regulations 
List of laws and regulations for the conservation designations 

 
Name Year Legislation entity 

The Constitution of the People’s 
Republic of China 

1982 The National People’s Congress 

The Forest Law of PRC 1984 The Standing Committee of the Sixth 
National People’s Congress 

The Environmental Protection Law 
of PRC 

1989 The Eleventh Session of the Standing 
Committee of the Seventh National 
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Name Year Legislation entity 

People’s Congress 

The Wild Animal Protection Law 
of PRC 

1988 The Fourth Session of the Standing 
Committee of the Seventh National 
People’s Congress 

The Water Law of PRC 1988 The Second Session of the Standing 
Committee of the Sixth National People’s 
Congress 

The Regulations of the Scenic and 
Historic Interest Area of the 
People’s Republic of China 

2006 The State Council of the People’s Republic 
of China 

The Nature Reserve Regulations of 
PRC 

1994 The State Council of the People’s Republic 
of China 

The Regulations on the 
Management of Scenic & 
Historical Interest Areas in Yunnan 
Province 

1996 The Seventh Standing Committee of the 
Yunnan Provincial People's Congress 

The Management Regulations of 
the Nature Reserves in Yunnan 
Province 

1997 The Thirty-first Session of the Eighth 
Standing Committee of the Yunnan 
Provincial People's Congress 

The Management Regulations for 
the Dali Scenic and Historic 
Interest Area 

1993 The Twenty-ninth Session of the Seventh 
Standing Committee of the Yunnan 
Provincial People's Congress 

The Regulations on the Protection 
and Management of Mt Cangshan 
in Dali 

2002 The Twenty-eighth Session of the Ninth 
Standing Committee of the Yunnan 
Provincial People's Congress 

 
 
The Constitutions of the People’s Republic of China: 
 
 Article 9.  The government ensures the rational utilization of natural resources 
and protects the valuable and rare animals and plants, forbids the embezzlement or 
destruction of natural resources by any means. 

 Article 22. The state protects places of scenic and historical interest, valuable 
cultural monuments and relics and other important items of China's historical and 
cultural heritage. 

 Article 26. The government protects and improves the living and ecological 
environment, prevents and treats the pollutions and other harmful effects. The 
government organizes and encourages tree-planting and protection of forests and 
trees. 
 
The Environmental Protection Law of the People’s Republic of China 
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 Article 17. The People’s Governments at various levels should undertake 
protective measures to prohibit damage to all sorts of representative natural 
ecosystems, the distribution areas of valuable, rare and endangered animals and plants, 
key watersheds, geological structures with significant scientific and cultural value, 
well-known karst caves and fossil distribution areas, the natural relics of glacier, 
volcano and hot springs, as well as the human related relics, ancient trees and famous 
plants.  

 Article 19.  It is required to adopt measures to protect the ecological 
environment when developing and extracting natural resources.  

 Article 23.  The urban and rural construction should be based on their local 
natural environmental features to protect vegetative cover, water bodies and natural 
landscape, and to enhance the construction of urban gardens, greening land and scenic 
sites.  
 

The Forest Law of the People's Republic of China  

 Article 19. Local people's governments at all levels should organize the 
departments concerned in the establishment of forest protection organizations to be 
responsible for the work of forest protection; step up forest protection in the light of 
actual requirements in large-area forest regions by building additional forest 
protection facilities; supervise and urge grass-roots units with forests and those in 
forest regions to make a forest protection pledge, organize mass forest protection, 
delimit forest protection responsibility areas and assign full-time or part-time forest 
guards  
 Article 21. Local people's governments at all levels should earnestly carry out the 
work of prevention and extinguishment of forest fires and rescue operations. 
 Article 24. The competent department of forestry under the State Council and 
people's governments of the provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities 
directly under the Central Government should delimit nature reserves and step up 
protection and administration in typical forest ecological regions, forest regions 
wherein rare and precious animals and plants grow and breed (multiply), natural 
tropical rain forest regions and other natural forest regions with special value of 
protection in different natural belts. Serious protection should be given to rare and 
precious trees outside nature reserves and plant resources with special value in forest 
regions; no felling or gathering thereof shall be made without the approval of the 
competent departments of forestry of the provinces, autonomous regions and 
municipalities directly under the Central Government. 
 
Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of Wildlife  
 
 Article 6.  The Committee of the Communist Party of China and government at 
all levels shall strengthen the management of wild animal resources, and formulate 
plans and develop measures for the protection, development and rational use of wild 
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animal and plant resources.  
 Article 8.  The State shall protect wildlife and the environment for its survival, 
and shall prohibit the illegal hunting, catching or destruction of wildlife by any unit or 
individual. 
 Article 9. The State shall give special protection to the species of wildlife which 
are rare or near extinction. The wildlife under special national protection shall consist 
of two classes: wildlife under first class protection and wildlife under second class 
protection. Lists or revised lists of wildlife under special national protection shall be 
drawn up by the department of wildlife administration under the State Council and 
announced after being submitted to and approved by the State Council. 
 
 
Water Law of the People's Republic of China 
 
 Article 5.  The state shall protect water resources and adopt effective measures 
to preserve natural flora，plant trees and grow grass，conserve water sources, prevent 
and control soil erosion and improve the ecological environment. 
 
The Nature Reserve Regulations of the People's Republic of China 
 
 Article 5.  The construction and management of nature reserves must properly 
deal with the relations with local economic construction, people’s livelihood and 
production.”  
 Article 26.  It is prohibited to log, graze, hunt, fish, and collect medicinal herbs, 
reclaim land, slash-and-burn, extract mines, quarry and fetch sand in the nature 
reserve areas, with exceptions otherwise regulated by laws or administrative 
regulations.” 
 Article 32.  No production facility is allowed to be built in the core and buffer 
zones of nature reserve areas. And, in the experimental zone of the nature reserves, it 
is not allowed to build any production facilities that might pollute the environment, 
damage resources or the natural landscape. 
 
The Regulations of the Scenic and Historic Interest Areas of the People’s 
Republic of China 

 
 Article 2.  The scenic and historic interest area referred to herein are the areas 
that possess values for appreciation, cultural or scientific value, and that the natural 
and humanistic landscapes are in concentrated distribution with beautify environment 
and that are designated for people’s recreation, or conducting scientific and cultural 
activities. 
 Article 24.  For the landscape and natural environment in the scenic and historic 
interest areas, the principles of sustainable development should be referred to for the 
strict protection and damages and indiscriminate alteration is not allowed.  The 
management institutions of the scenic and historic interest areas should promulgate 

10596



 Annex 7.1  

.    . 

and improve various sets of management regulations for resources protection.  
Residents in and visitors to the scenic and historic interest areas should protect the 
physical landscape, water body, vegetative covers of forests and grass, as well as 
various types of facilities therein.   
 Article 25.  The management institutions of the scenic and historical interest 
areas shall conduct inventory and identification of the important landscape in the 
designated areas, and undertake corresponding protection measures.  
 
 
 
The Regulations for Scenic and Historic Interest Areas of Yunnan Province 
 
 Article 6.  The scenic and historical interest area or the scenic spot shall set up 
standardized management institutions to exercise the mandates authorized from 
herewith and the management mandates authorized from above the level of the county 
people’s government, and to undertake full responsibilities in the planning, protection, 
use and development of the scenic and historic interest area or the scenic spot, and are 
subject to the management and guidance of the administrative authority in charge of 
the construction sector. 
 Article 12.  The scenic and historic interest area shall maintain its natural and 
cultural landscape.  The management institutions shall assign special staff, improve 
the protection mechanism and materialize protection measures.  At the entrances of 
the scenic and historic interest areas or scenic spots, posters with protection 
instruction should be installed.  All the units and residents inside, and visitors to, the 
scenic and historic interest area must abide by various management regulations of the 
areas, care the landscape, facilities and protect the environment, and shall not damage 
the resources of scenic and historic interest areas, or alter their natural state. 
 Article 15.  The scenic and historic interest area shall formulate regulations for 
tree planting, mountain closure for forest regeneration, forest fire prevention and 
control so as to protect the botanic and ecological environment.  Logging inside a 
scenic and historic interest area is forbidden.  In the case that thinning and 
reforestation is required, prior approval from the management institutions must be 
obtained before operation and approval procedures must be processed as stipulated.  
The ancient and famous trees in the scenic and historic interest area, if inventoried and 
identified, shall be registered and archived with protection instruction set up. 
 
The Protection and Management Regulations of Mt Cangshan of Dali Ethnic Bai 
Autonomous Prefecture in Yunnan Province 
 
 Article 2.  Mt Cangshan is an important component of the Dali National Scenic 
and Historic Interest Area and Mt Cangshan and Erhai Lake national Nature Reserve.  
Within the prefecture, the guideline of primary conservation, overall planning, 
rational development and sustainable use shall be adhered to for Mt Cangshan. 
 Article 12.  The following behaviors are forbidden with the protected scope: (1) 
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Extraction and use of rainfall resources; (2) Destruction of the glacial relics; (3) 
Damages to the cultural relics and the environment, and indiscriminate prospecting 
and excavation of cultural relics; (4) Logging and forest clearing for agriculture and 
collection of wild flowers and hunting; (5) Damaging the signage system, 
environmental, hygienic and safety facilities.  (6) Dumping garbage or discharging 
of sewage beyond regulated standards; illegal disposal of production and livelihood 
garbage and waste construction materials; (7) Outdoor fire use; (8) Migration and 
resettlement.  
 

 Management system 
The Nominated Site has a team of highly qualified management staff.  From the 
Ministry of Construction, State Forestry Administration, Ministry of Land and 
Resources of the People’s Republic of China, down to the Department of Construction, 
Forestry, Land and Resources and so on at the provincial level, special management 
institutions have been set up to implement the management schemes.  In the 
Nominated Site, corresponding agencies have also been set up with affiliated office, 
represented by the bureaus of planning and construction, land and resources, social 
economy and development, forestry, finances, as well as other bureaus.  These 
involved bureaus and offices have task divisions that act in cooperation for joint 
management and providing strong institutional support to implementing the 
management plans and strategies. 
 

 Management agencies and staffing 
Under the unified management of the Ministry of Construction, PRC, Yunnan 
Provincial Construction Department holds responsible for the management of the 
nominated site.  Dali Prefecture People’s Government delegates the direct 
management responsibilities to Mt. Cangshan Conservation and Management Bureau 
of Dali Prefecture.  All the involved management departments function within their 
own scope of mandates, in collaboration with other agencies to secure the orderly 
operation of the management.  
 
There are 446 fulltime technical staffs for the protection and management activities in 
Mt. Cangshan in Dali charged with administration, resources inventory, research, 
environmental protection, forest fire prevention and control, business management, 
conservation law enforcement and awareness education and publicity.  Of the team, 
about 20% are qualified to hold professional title above the intermediate level.  The 
technical background of the staff include natural geography, geology, landscape and 
gardening, environmental protection, botany, zoology, ecology, plant conservation, 
planning and design, GIS, tourism, hydraulics and hydrological engineering, history, 
meteorology, banking and accounting. 

 
 Monitoring 

An extensive monitoring system has been established in Mt Cangshan in Dali to 
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conduct regular or ad hoc real-time monitoring. This system helps to furnish a clear 
understanding of the dynamics in geology and landform, ecosystems, animal species, 
and economics, social, demographic status quo, as well as the geological disasters, 
vegetation regeneration, visitation and land development. Ultimately, it will benefit 
the managers by its contribution to identifying and seeking of solutions to 
management issues, so that the outstanding universal value of the heritage can be 
better protected. 
 
6.  Excerpts from Management plans 
 

Relevant management plans 
 

Relevant plans Compiling organization 
Year of 

ratification 

Master Plan for Mt. Cangshan and Erhai 
Lake National Nature Reserve of Dali 
(1996 ~ 2010) 

Dali Prefecture Environmnetal 
Protection Bureau 
 

2003 

Master Plan for Dali Scenic and Historic 
Interest Area (amended) (2007 ~ 2025) 
 

The People’s Government of 
Dali Prefecture 

2007 

Master Plan for the Protection and 
Management of Mt. Cangshan (2004 ~ 
2010) 

The Protection & 
Management Bureau of Mt 
Cangshan in Dali  

2003 

 
These management plans have defined the specific locations and size of the 
nominated site and describes its outstanding universal value, and analyzes the 
protection status and insufficient aspects.  The plans further state the importance and 
necessity for formulating the protection and management plan.  The first planning 
goal is to protect the authenticity of the micro-landscape, the environmental integrity, 
biological diversity and its habitats so as to achieve the effective protection of the 
landform types of high mountains and steep gorges, the superlative natural landscape, 
the primary ecology and the rare and endangered wildlife populations, as well as the 
typical relics of glacial activities of the Dali Glacial Stage in the Quaternary Era.  
The second planning goal is to raise the conservation awareness of the public so as to 
achieve sustainable community development and to maintain and enhance the 
outstanding and universal value of the world heritage site.  Based on the zoning of 
the protective functions of the property, a series of site-specific and effective 
protection and management measures and strategies shall be developed, e.g. to 
develop the main management projects and management planning, management 
capacity building, integrated environmental management, conservation of biodiversity 
and rare and endangered wild animals and plants, heritage monitoring and research, 
training for heritage management, awareness building and publicity for the heritage 
values, tourism management and ecotourism development, sustainable community 
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development and the protection of the heritage sites, etc.   
 

7. Contacts 
 

 National and Provincial administration institutions 
 Name：       The Ministry of Construction,  

The People’s Republic of China 
 Address：   9 Sanlihe Road, Baiwanzhuang, Beijing, P. R. China 
 Postal code：  100835 
 Tel：    +86-10-58933014 
 Fax：    +86-10-58933014 
 Email：       zuoxp@mail.cin.gov.cn  npo@mail.cin.gov.cn 

 

 Name：       The Construction Department of Yunnan Province 
 Address：   129 Xichang Road, Kunming City 
      Yunnan province, P. R. China 
 Postal code：  650032 
 Tel：    +86-871-4113446 
 Fax：    +86-871-4113447 
 Email：       sjbl2000@21cn.com 

 

Name：   Yunnan World Heritage Management Committee 
 Address：   209 Xichang Road, Kunming City 

 Yunnan province, P. R. China 
 Postal code：  650032 
 Tel：    +86-871-4113446 
 Fax：    +86-871-4113447 
 Email：       sjbl2000@21cn.com 
  

 Local administration institutions  
 

Name：   Administration Office of the Dali Scenic and Historic Interest 
Area  

Address： Longshan Administration District of Dali City, Yunnan Province, 
P. R. China 

Postal code： 671000 
Tel：   +86-0872-2316672 
Fax：   +86-0872-2316673 
Email：  dlfjc2002@sina.com  
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Some photos of Napahai Lake and Yulong Xueshan 

Yulong Xueshan from Tiger leaping gorge 

Endangered Black-necked cranes wintering on Napahai Lake 
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Napahai Lake in winter 

Napahai Lake 
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Alpine poppy and glaciers on 
Yulongxueshan

Yulongxueshan forms the 
backdrop of the Cultural World 
heriateg Site of Old Lijiang 
Town.
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1. Overview  
 

 Location: Baoshan City and Tengchong County of Yunnan Province  
 Coordinates: N24°56’~26°09’ -- E 98°34’~98°50’ 
 Area: 

   
 
 

         
 

 

 Boundary and scope   
Southern Gaoligong Mountain extends 56.1km from south to north and 11.4km from 
east to west and is delineated between the altitudinal ranges from 1800-3600m.  The 
elevation of the core zone boundary is between 2100 and 3500m, and that of the buffer 
zone is between 1900-2800m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Core zone       12,200.0       ha. 

Buffer zone  19,140.0       ha. 

Total area  31,340.0       ha. 

Core zone Buffer zone

Core zone Buffer zone 

Southern Gaoligong Mountain & its 
relationship with the Three Parallel Rivers 

Detailed map of   
Southern Gaoligong Mountain 
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2. Descriptions 

 

2.1  Natural Geography 

 Geographical position 
The Southern Section of Gaoligong Mountain National Nature Reserve is located in the 
territory of Longyang District and Tengchong County in Baoshan City in West Yunnan 
and spans the bordering area between Baoshan City, and Tengchong, Lushui counties.  
Bordering Myanmar to the east and being situated between N24°56′~26°09′ and E 
98°34′~98°50′, the nature reserve extends 56.1km from south to north and 11.4km from 
east to west and has a total area of 31,340 ha.  To the north, Gaoligong Mountain 
connects with Boshula Range in Tibet and can be viewed as the name for the extension 
of Boshula Range in the territory of Yunnan where its main body stretches S-N and 
forms the border mountain between China 
and Myanmar in the south of Gongshan 
Dulong and Nu Ethnic Autonomous 
County and the north of Lushui County.  
To the south of Lushui County, the main 
body of the mountain range is located all 
in China’s territory where it continue to 
traverse Lushui, Baoshan, Longling and 
adjoins Myanmar in the southwest of Luxi 
County.  In the southwest Luxi County, one branch develops at NE-SW orientation and 
traverses Tengchong, Lianghe, Longchuan and Ruili counties and finally hit Myanmar. 
 

 Topography and landform 
The mountainous landscape of Southern Gaoligong Mountain is a natural creation of 
inner and outer geological synergies through long historical eras.  Through multiple 
orogenic cycles of uplifting and subduction, folding, ruptures, and denudation and 
leveling, in particular, after leveling in the early Cenozoic period and being affected by 
the Himalayas orogenic cycle, the region again strongly uplifted.  Correspondingly, 
Nujiang River and Longjiang River canyons on both sides were formed and incised 
deep down which, on one side, created the enormous and high mountain body, and on 
the other, cut out the steep and perilous abysses.  The peaks on the northern mountain 
areas arise nearly 4000m above sea level, in the middle areas between 3,000-3500m, 
and lowers down to about 2500m.  In general, most of the area belongs to 
sub-mountains in the middle and high mountains in the north.  Regardless of the height 
of mountains, incision generally exceeds 1000m and is classified as deep incision type. 
  

 Climate 
On the horizontal climatic zones, Southern Gaoligong Mountain is located on the 
transitional zone between the southern subtropical zone and middle subtropical zone.  
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Its climate shares the general features of the seasonal climate in the western part of 
China.  Due to the presence of towering mountains, long and narrow strips of 
mountain bodies on S-N orientation, as well as deep incision of river valleys on the 
sides and under the impact of the unique atmospheric circulation in Yunnan, climate 
changes along the altitudinal gradient are distinct. Temperature is higher on the eastern 
hillsides than on the western hillsides, whereas precipitation is higher on the western 
hillsides than on the eastern hillsides.  
      

 Hydrology 
The eastern and western slopes of Southern Gaoligong Mountain belong to two different 
river systems. Its eastern slope belongs to the Nujiang (Salween) river system, and the 
western slope is partitioned by Lanya and Jiangao mountains into two watersheds: the 
northern one belongs to the Mei’enkai river system and the southern one Longjiang 
river system.  The process and intensity of soil formation on different altitudinal ranges 
differ and forms special patterns of vertical forest soil zones. As a result of high and 
enormous mountain bodies, and complexity of landform, rock types, climates and 
biomass, distinct interlacing distribution of soils zones along the altitudinal gradient is 
also very distinct. Such interlacing distribution is most outstanding on the upper part of 
the mountains.  
 

2.2  Geology and Physiognomy 
Southern Gaoligong Mountain is an important component of Gaoligong Mountains and 
has witnessed the geological evolution and numerous key geological events in the entire 
region, including closure of the Tethys, collision between the Indian and Eurasian plates, 
uplift of the Himalayas, and formation of the Hengduan Mountains.  It exhibits the 
evolution and disappearance of the Nujiang Ocean (Neotethys) in the Jurassic and 
Cretaceous periods after the closure and disappearance of Jinsha River and Lancang 
River Ocean (the Tethys Sea) in the eastern part of the Three Parallel Rivers Region 
toward the end of the Triassic period.  
 
Gaoligong Mountains is rich in diverse rock types including various types of igneous 
rock comprised of substances from the inner earth and sedimentary rocks formed in the 
deep sea. Fossil combination and the composition and structure of rocks in some 
sedimentary rocks have revealed that these sedimentary rocks were formed in an 
oceanic environment in the Southern Hemisphere. As a result of the drift of the Indian 
plate, they moved to the location of the present Gaoligong Mountains.  Rocks in 
Gaoligong Mountains have experienced various extents of metamorphism and claim to 
be a live textbook for multistage tectonic metamorphism.  
 
Gaoligong Mountains is a superlative example for the collision between the Indian and 
Eurasian plates and the tectonic movement under strong compression, and exhibits the 
important and ongoing process of the formation of such landforms of high mountains 
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and deep gorges in the last 50 million years 
 
2.3 Biology and ecology 

 Plants 
Sharp altitudinal difference in South Gaoligong Mountain and climatic changes along 
with rising elevation has formed distinct vertical mountain climatic zones.  From the 
river valleys to the mountain peaks, 
distinctive vertical zones of mountain 
vegetation types have formed. There are 
eight vegetation types, and 13 subtypes or 
formations in Southern Gaoligong 
Mountain.  The seven vertical vegetation 
zones from the bottom to the top are spare 
shrubs and grasses, evergreen broadleaf 
forest, warm coniferous forest, temperate 
coniferous forest, bamboo forest, 
shrubberies and meadows. 
 
Southern Gaoligong Mountain harbors highly diverse plant species, making it one of the 
areas with the highest diversity of high plants in west China and also a critical area for 
global biodiversity conservation.  Recorded in the region are 1,719 species of vascular 
plants belonging to 200 families and 735 genera, of which, 154 species from 64 genera 
in 32 families are ferns, 8 species from 6 genera in 4 families are Gymnospermae, and 
1,557 species from 665 genera in 164 families are Angiosperm. Although the land area 
of the Nominated Southern Gaoligong Mountain accounts for merely 0.10% of 
Yunnan’s territory, and 0.0041% of China, the vascular plants in the region account for 
13.1%, and 6.6% of the total in Yunnan province and China, respectively.  The region 
harbors eight families endemic to East Asia, more than 460 species endemic to China 
and 68 species endemic to the region.  These include 29 species listed for national 
protection which makes it an irreplaceable critical area for protecting the rare and 
endangered protected species. 
 

 Animals 
Southern Gaoligong Mountain has gestated 
abundant and diverse animal resources where 
534 species of terrestrial vertebrates are 
distributed. These vertebrates include 115 
mammalian species (18 species are endemic to 
the Hengduan Mountains), and 343 bird 
species, which is 30.5% of the national total 
and 48 are endemic species, 50 species of 
wintering birds and travelers, as well as 283 
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species of breeding birds. There are 28 amphibian species, and seven of which are 
endemic to the Hengduan Mountains; 48 reptile species and four are endemic to the 
Hengduan Mountains.  The faunal composition belongs to mainly elements of the 
Oriental Realm.  There are also 47 fish species, of which, 27 species are endemic to 
the region.  The distribution of 82 animal species listed for key national protection has 
been found in the region. 
 
2.4  Natural Landscape and Natural Beauty 

Southern Gaoligong Mountain is endowed with rich natural landscape types.  Such a 
diversity of natural landscape and outstanding biological diversity are the most valuale 
elements in the landscape resource.  In addition, the climatic and hydrological 
landscape, as well as the middle subtropical mountain ecosystems in Southern 
Gaoligong Moutain are also special spectacular landscape in the region. 
 
The sharp relative altitudinal differences, compledx gopography and ever-changing 
climate in the Gaoligong Mountains have created unique climate landscape of “climates 
of four seasons occuring simultaneously in one mountain, and different weather in 
distance of five kilometers apart”, as well as “sunny in the river areas whereas raining in 
the upstream riverlets”.  Hydrological landscape in Southern Gaoligong Mountain is 
also diverse and the most outstanding ones are moraine lakes, streams and hotsprings. 
Moreine lakes created by glaciation (e.g. Tingming Lake), crystal clear streams and 
numerous hot springs in the mountains have accued to the nominated site boundless 
natural beauty and superlative charms. 
 
From the river valleys to the mountain peaks, distinct vertical serious of mountain 
vagetation types have been formed to harbor rich vegetation zones, vegetation types and 
intact mountain vegetation types.  All these have formed extremely special landscape 
of diversity mountain ecosytems of the middle subtropcial zone. 
 
2.5 Human activities 
In general, the core zone of Southern Gaoligong Mountain belongs to natural areas free 
from the impacts of human activities.  Various types of natural features have been 
preserved intact.  But there are a few communities and indigenous populations in the 
buffer zone. 
 
3. Justifications for Inclusion into the Property (outstanding universal value)  
Southern Gaoligong Mountain adjoins the existing Gaoligong Mountain Sub-area of the 
property and forms an important and integral component of the Gaoligong Mountains.  
This area shares the overall identical features with the existing sub-area, whereas 
possesses its unique outstanding universal value in terms of geology, landform, ecology, 
biology and landscape.  In particular, the area harbors a great many endemic wildlife 
species, e.g. hoolok gibbon, and is endowed with outstanding biodiversity.  Therefore, 
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inclusion of this area into the property not only improves the integrity but also enriches 
the intrinsic natural value of the entire property. 
 

 Criterion (vii): Superlative natural phenomena or natural beauty 
In the three parallel mountain ranges in NW Yunnan, Southern Gaoligong Mountain is 
located closest to the Bengal Bay.  Whenever the SW monsoon advances northeast, 
Gaoligong Mountain Range becomes the first barrier in the advancing route of the warm 
and humid air mass. Such air mass rises drastically along the western slope and creates 
spectacular landscape of rising fogs and ever-changing colourful clouds. 
 
On the top of the Southern Gaoligong Mountain glacial landform are maintained as a 
result of the impacts from the Quaternary Glaciations.  Ample precipitation has formed 
countless beautiful alpine lakes and seasonal swamps.  On the hillsides of Gaoligong 
Mountain hundreds of streams have developed in which torrents traverse the perilous 
mountains and influx into Nujiang River and Irrawaddy River, forming numerous 
spectacular waterfall and deep abysses.  
 
The towering majestic mountain body, flourishing forests, crystal clear lakes, clapping 
torrents and ever-changing fogs and clouds together exhibit the unique natural beauty of 
Gaoligong Mountain. 
 

 Criterion (viii): Earth’s history, geological and geomorphic features and 
processes 

Southern Gaoligong Mountain is an important section of Gaoligong Mountain Range.  
It has witnessed the geological evolution and many geological events in the entire 
region, for example, closure of the Tethys, collision of the Indian and Eurasian plates, 
uplift of the Himalayas, and formation of the Hengduan Mountains.  It exhibits the 
evolutionary process and disappearance of Nujiang River Ocean (Neotethys) to the west 
of Nujiang River in the Jurassic and Cretaceous periods after the closure and 
disappearance of Jinsha River Ocean and Lancang River Ocean (Tethys) in the late 
Triassic period in the eastern part of the Three Parallel Rivers Region. 
 
Gaoligong Mountain reveals superlative examples of the collision history of the Indian 
and Eurasian plates, and the intensive compressional orogenic movements in the past 50 
million years, and exhibits the ongoing geomorphic process of the formation of high 
mountains and narrow canyons. 
 

 Criterion (ix): Ongoing biological and ecological processes 
The most intact alpine and subalpine biological vertical zones in the southernmost areas 
of the Hengduan Mountains are preserved and represented in Southern Gaoligong 
Mountain. Owing to sharp elevation difference in the area, the climate changes with 
rising elevation and has formed distinct vertical climatic zones. Consequently, from the 
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valley floor to mountain peaks, distinct alpine ecosystems and vegetation types are 
distributed.  There are eight types and 13 sub-types and formations of vegetation zones 
in Southern Gaoligong Mountain. From low to high elevation seven vegetation zones 
are distributed, including sparse tree, shrubs and grass, evergreen broadleaf forest, warm 
coniferous forest, temperate coniferous forest, bamboo forest, shrubs and meadows.  
They reflect the important biological and ecological processes of the subtropical 
mountains. 
 

 Criterion (x): Biological diversity and threatened species 
Gaoligong Mountain Range (including its southern section) is one of the regions with 
the richest wildlife species on the earth, and is appraised as the cradle of endemic 
wildlife families in East Asia and refugium for floral families endemic to China.  In 
1992, World Wildlife Fund (WWF) listed Southern Gaoligong Mountain as a Category 
A Nature Reserve of global significance. In 1997, China's Biodiversity: A Country Study 
identified 17 critical areas of global significance for biodiversity conservation, of which, 
Southern Gaoligong Mountain is an area of top priority (an important and integral 
component of the Hengduan Mountains).  In 2000, the region was designated by 
UNESCO as a member of the Man and Biosphere Nature Reserve Network.  
 
Distributed in Southern Gaoligong Mountain are 200 families, 735 genera and 1,719 
species of vascular plants; of which, six families are endemic to east Asia, one family to 
China; six genera and 460 species endemic to China, while 68 species are endemic to 
Southern Gaoligong Mountain.  This region also hosts rich faunal diversity, including 
the distribution of 460 species of terrestrial vertebrates, of which, 94 species are 
mammals, 312 birds, 33 reptiles and 21 amphibians; 35 fish species are also distributed 
in the region. 
 
4. Integrity 
 

 Boundary 
Southern Gaoligong Mountain has clearly identified boundary for its core and buffer 
zones. Based on the boundary of Gaoligong Mountain National Nature Reserve, the 
scope of its core zone is delineated to be the mountain body above 2,000m above sea 
level and has an area of 12,200ha.  The demarcation of the core zone’s boundary is 
based on the spatial distribution of natural features, including topography and landform, 
hydrology and vegetative cover and so on in the area, taking into account of the 
requirements for the integrity of world natural heritage established in The Operational 
Guidelines. It contains the best and most natural areas in Southern Gaoligong Mountain 
and exhibits the most important geological, ecological and landscape features of the 
area. 
 
The boundary of the buffer zone is an outer ring from the core zone. It follows the 
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natural demarcation of mountain ridges, valleys and watersheds, taking into account of 
the extent of impact as a result of human activities.  The buffer zone is located between 
the altitudinal ranges from 1,600 to 2,000m, and has an area of 19,140 ha. 
 

 Area and relevant factors 
Southern Gaoligong Mountain has a core zone of 12,200.0 ha and buffer zone of 
19,140.0ha which gives a total of 31,340.0ha. Its core zone is a contiguous area that 
encompasses the main natural features and various relevant phenomena of Southern 
Gaoligong Mountain. 
 
The core zone contains various types of elements representing the natural beauty of 
Southern Gaoligong Mountain, e.g. mountain body, streams, waterfalls, alpine lakes and 
vertical spectra of vegetation zones.  
 
The core zone also harbors intact ecosystems and vegetation types of the southern 
section of Gaoligong Mountain Range, which include seven vegetation types above 
2,000m above sea level that exhibit the typical subtropical alpine ecosystems. 
 
The core zone also harbors habitats for the rare, endangered and endemic animal and 
plant species as the biodiversity assemblage in Southern Gaoligong Mountain.  
 

 Impact of human activities  
Owning to the perilous and steep topography in Southern Gaoligong Mountain, there 
are basically no residential sites above 2,000m.  Human disturbances are rarely present 
which secures the sound conservation of its natural features in general. 
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5. Conservation and management 
 

 Conservation designation 
 

Conservation Designation of Southern Gaoligong Mountain  
  

Nomination Conservation designation Year Ratification agency 
National Nature Reserve 1993 State Environmental 

Protection Administration, 
PRC 

Category A Nature 
Reserve 

1992 Worldwide Wildlife 
Fund(WWF) 

National Geopark 2005 Ministry of Land & 
Resources, PRC 

Southern 
Gaoligong 
Mountain 

UNESCO Man & 
Biosphere Nature 
Reserve Network 

2000 UNESCO 

 
 Laws and regulations 

 
Laws and regulations for the conservation designations 

 

Name Year Promulgation entity 

The Constitution of the People’s 
Republic of China 

1982 The National People’s Congress 

The Forest Law of PRC 1984 The Standing Committee of the Sixth 
National People’s Congress 

The Environmental Protection Law of 
PRC 

1989 The Standing Committee of the 
Seventh National People’s Congress 

The Wild Animal Protection Law of 
PRC 

1988 The Standing Committee of the 
Seventh National People’s Congress 

The Water Law of PRC 1988 
The Second Session of the Standing 
Committee of the Sixth National 
People’s Congress 

The Nature Reserve Regulations of 
PRC 

1994 The State Council of the People’s 
Republic of China 

The Regulations on Nature Reserve 
Management of Yunnan Province 

1997 The Eighth Standing Committee of the 
Yunnan Provincial People's Congress 

 
 
The Constitutions of the People’s Republic of China: 
 Article 9.  The government ensures the rational utilization of natural resources and 
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protects the valuable and rare animals and plants, forbids the embezzlement or 
destruction of natural resources by any means. 

 Article 22. The state protects places of scenic and historical interest, valuable 
cultural monuments and relics and other important items of China's historical and 
cultural heritage. 

 Article 26. The government protects and improves the living and ecological 
environment, prevents and treats the pollutions and other harmful effects. The 
government organizes and encourages tree-planting and protection of forests and trees. 
 
The Environmental Protection Law of the People’s Republic of China 
 Article 17. The People’s Governments at various levels should undertake protective 
measures to prohibit damage to all sorts of representative natural ecosystems, the 
distribution areas of valuable, rare and endangered animals and plants, key watersheds, 
geological structures with significant scientific and cultural value, well-known karst 
caves and fossil distribution areas, the natural relics of glacier, volcano and hot springs, 
as well as the human related relics, ancient trees and famous plants.  

 Article 19.  It is required to adopt measures to protect the ecological environment 
when developing and extracting natural resources.  

 Article 23.  The urban and rural construction should be based on their local natural 
environmental features to protect vegetative cover, water bodies and natural landscape, 
and to enhance the construction of urban gardens, greening land and scenic sites.  
 

The Forest Law of the People's Republic of China  

 Article 19. Local people's governments at all levels should organize the 
departments concerned in the establishment of forest protection organizations to be 
responsible for the work of forest protection; step up forest protection in the light of 
actual requirements in large-area forest regions by building additional forest protection 
facilities; supervise and urge grass-roots units with forests and those in forest regions to 
make a forest protection pledge, organize mass forest protection, delimit forest 
protection responsibility areas and assign full-time or part-time forest guards  
 Article 21. Local people's governments at all levels should earnestly carry out the 
work of prevention and extinguishment of forest fires and rescue operations. 
 Article 24. The competent department of forestry under the State Council and 
people's governments of the provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities directly 
under the Central Government should delimit nature reserves and step up protection and 
administration in typical forest ecological regions, forest regions wherein rare and 
precious animals and plants grow and breed (multiply), natural tropical rain forest 
regions and other natural forest regions with special value of protection in different 
natural belts. Serious protection should be given to rare and precious trees outside 
nature reserves and plant resources with special value in forest regions; no felling or 
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gathering thereof shall be made without the approval of the competent departments of 
forestry of the provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities directly under the 
Central Government. 
 
Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of Wildlife  
 Article 6.  The Committee of the Communist Party of China and government at all 
levels shall strengthen the management of wild animal resources, and formulate plans 
and develop measures for the protection, development and rational use of wild animal 
and plant resources.  
 Article 8.  The State shall protect wildlife and the environment for its survival, and 
shall prohibit the illegal hunting, catching or destruction of wildlife by any unit or 
individual. 
 Article 9. The State shall give special protection to the species of wildlife which are 
rare or near extinction. The wildlife under special national protection shall consist of 
two classes: wildlife under first class protection and wildlife under second class 
protection. Lists or revised lists of wildlife under special national protection shall be 
drawn up by the department of wildlife administration under the State Council and 
announced after being submitted to and approved by the State Council. 
 
Water Law of the People's Republic of China 

 Article 5.  The state shall protect water resources and adopt effective measures to 
preserve natural flora，plant trees and grow grass，conserve water sources, prevent and 
control soil erosion and improve the ecological environment. 
 
The Nature Reserve Regulations of the People's Republic of China 
 Article 5.  The construction and management of nature reserves must properly deal 
with the relations with local economic construction, people’s livelihood and 
production.”  
 Article 26.  It is prohibited to log, graze, hunt, fish, and collect medicinal herbs, 
reclaim land, slash-and-burn, extract mines, quarry and fetch sand in the nature reserve 
areas, with exceptions otherwise regulated by laws or administrative regulations.” 
 

  Management system 
In Southern Gaoligong Mountain, a vertical administration system from the State 
Forestry Administration (SFA), the Ministry of Construction at the national level to 
Yunnan Provincial Forestry Department, Yunnan Provincial Construction Department 
and Yunnan Provincial Environmental Protection Bureau, is practiced.  Since Southern 
Gaoligong Mountain is under the administrative jurisdiction of Baoshan Prefecture, 
therefore, Baoshan Municipal Government has set up Baoshan Management Bureau 
which administers two affiliated management offices of Tengchong and Longyang, 11 
management stations and two police stations.  All these institutions collaborate 
together in accordance with clear task division to provide strong institutional guarantee 
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for implementing the management plans of Southern Gaoligong Mountain.  
 

 Management agencies and staffing  
Two management bureaus affiliated to Yunnan Provincial Forestry Department were set 
up for the management of Gaoligong Mountain National Nature Reserve. Under the 
management bureaus, five management offices of Tengchong, Longyang, Gongshan, 
Fugong and Lushui, as well as 17 management stations have been set up.  Southern 
Gaoligong Mountain is management by Baoshan Management Bureau which 
administers Tengchong and Longyang management offices, including 11 management 
stations and two public security police stations.  Presently, there are 148 managers and 
staff, and 82 forest guards in the Baoshan Management Bureau.  The annual 
appropriation from the provincial finance covers the operational cost of 65 management 
staff and 30 forest guards, while the quota of the remaining staff is included in the staff 
quota of the municipal and county government body which also covers the finances for 
them. 
 

 Monitoring 
An extensive monitoring system has been established in Southern Gaoligong Mountain 
to conduct regular or ad hoc real-time monitoring. This system helps to furnish a clear 
understanding of the dynamics in geology and landform, ecosystems, animal species, 
and economics, social and demographic status quo, as well as the geological disasters, 
vegetation regeneration, visitation and land development. Ultimately, it will benefit the 
managers by its contribution to identifying and seeking of solutions to management 
issues so that the outstanding universal value of the heritage can be better protected. 
 
6. Excerpts from Management plans 

 
1. Master Plan for Gaoligong Mountain National Nature Reserve. 
2. The Ninth Five Year Plan for Scientific and Technological Programs in Gaoligong 

Mountain National Nature Reserve and the Development Planning for 2010 
(1996-2010).  

3. The Conservation and Development Planning for Nature Reserves in NW Yunnan 
(2001 – 2010), US-China Cooperation the Conservation and Development Action 
Plan for Northwest Yunnan.  

 
7. Contacts 

 

 National and Provincial administration institutions 

 Name：       The Ministry of Construction,  
The People’s Republic of China 

 Address：   9 Sanlihe Road, Baiwanzhuang, Beijing, P. R. China 

125116
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.    . 
 

 

 Postal code：  100835 
 Tel：    +86-10-58933014 
 Fax：    +86-10-58933014 
 Email：       zuoxp@mail.cin.gov.cn  npo@mail.cin.gov.cn 

 

 Name：       The Construction Department of Yunnan Province 
 Address：   129 Xichang Road, Kunming City 
      Yunnan province, P. R. China 
 Postal code：  650032 
 Tel：    +86-871-4113446 
 Fax：    +86-871-4113447 
 Email：       sjbl2000@21cn.com 
 
 Name：      Yunnan World Heritage Management Committee 
 Address：   209 Xichang Road, Kunming City 

 Yunnan province, P. R. China 
 Postal code：  650032 
 Tel：    +86-871-4113446 
 Fax：    +86-871-4113447 
 Email：       sjbl2000@21cn.com 
 

 Local administration institutions  

 

Name：  The Construction Bureau of Baoshan City 
Address：  Baoshan City, Kunming City, Yunnan Province,  

P. R. China 
Postal code： 678000 
Tel：   +86-0875-2207086 
Fax：   +86-0875-2207418 
Email：  dlfjc2002@sina.com  

126117
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Translation of the official letter from the Department of Land Resources of 
Yunnan Province  
 
Management Bureau of the Three Parallel Rivers World Heritage Site: 
 
According to your request of providing the data about the mineral 
resources, now we submit the information on the exploration rights in 
Hongshan and Habaxueshan subunits to you. 
 
Annex: Statistic table of the exploration rights information 
 
 
 
March 3rd, 2010 
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Additional information about the boundary refinement 

requested by the IUCN on Feb. 12th 

 

We are thankful for the comments and suggestions on the “Report to the World 

Heritage Committee on the refinement of boundaries of property 1083, Three 

Parallel Rivers of Yunnan Protected Areas” and “Additional Information for the 

Boundary Refinement of the Three Parallel Rivers World Heritage Site” 

submitted in 2009. As requested by the letter from IUCN dated February 12th, 

we now provide further specific details and explanations below. 

1. Additional clarification about the licenses and areas for exploration 

and mining in Hongshan Sub-unit. 

In answer to the question of whether mining operations and exploration 

operations are covered under the same permit we wish to add further 

clarification. 

Exploration licenses and operational licenses are separate. Both have to be 

obtained from the relevant authority. Relevant items of legislation are 

appended to this report (Annex 1). 

Exploration license permits the holder to survey for mineral resources but also 

contains the right to first refusal in subsequently acquiring operational license if 

commercial deposits are found. 

Since both exploration and operational licenses are regarded as and can be 

traded as ‘property’ of the holder, they are protected under China property 

laws and eligible for compensation.  

In annex 3.2 of our earlier report “Additional Information for the Boundary 

Refinement of the Three Parallel Rivers World Heritage Site” we presented 

maps clearly showing the extent of both current exploration (coloured purple) 

and operational license areas (coloured orange). The table on page 30 of that 

report lists the names and license details only of companies holding operation 

licenses. The distribution of exploration licenses is quite complicated. In total 

there are eighteen exploration licenses, not all held by the five operating 

companies, and some of which have also been traded and changed ownership 

since first issue (as permitted under property laws). 
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We reiterate that since the inscription of the World heritage site in 2003 no new 

exploration or operation licenses have been issued. We append to this report 

additional details of the exploration license holders (list of exploration licences 

annex 2 and map of exploration areas annex 3). 

 

2. Additional explanation as to why the boundary refinement excludes 

the Hongshan mining conflict zone 

The refinement of boundaries of Hongshan sub-unit is significant in meeting 

two other decisions of WHC regarding attention to the interests of local people 

and improved biodiversity management.  

2.1 In accordance with the relevant content of the 32nd World Heritage 

Committee Decision, the proposal reflects the interests of all stakeholders 

Article 3 of the Decision 32COM 7B.11 of the WHC “commends the State Party 

for consulting with stakeholders on the modification of the boundaries of the 

property”. 

In accordance with the above decision, the Management Bureau of the Three 

Parallel Rivers World Heritage Site after extensive field research within the site, 

listening carefully  to the suggestions of the local communities and local 

people of the proposed exclusion and inclusion area, the enterprises with the 

licenses of mining and exploration within the site, some NGOs, national and 

international experts on the ecology conservation as well as the governments 

of county and township including the Diqing Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture 

where Hongshan subunit located, after a long process of examining scientific 

evidence and fully considering the stakeholders’ interests, we finally drew up 

the proposal of the boundary refinement. This proposal reflects the long-term 

aspiration of all stakeholders. 

2.2 In accordance with the related content of the 31st World Heritage 

Committee Decision, the boundary refinement proposal is more conducive to 

the protection of the WHS. 

Article 4 of the Decision 31COM 7B.15 of the WHC “requests the state party to 

amend the boundaries of the property to exclude major cleared encroachment 

and to add critical habitats for conservation, ensuring the establishment of 

linkage between different parts of the property via biological corridors or other 

options for ecological connectivity, and to submit all proposals for boundary 
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changes for consideration by the Committee in line with paragraph 165 of the 

Operation Guidelines.” 

During the course of the survey for checking on mining activities, the full extent 

of damage from many decades of activity become apparent. 

Small-scale mining has been undertaken in the southern sectors of the 

Hongshan sub-unit for more than 100 years. As previously reported in the 

“State of Conservation of Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan Protected Areas” in 

2008, 146 unregistered mines had been closed down from the beginning of 

2005 to July 2007, but the negative influence of the unregistered mining 

operations still exists in the form of trails, clearings, unfilled shafts and tailings 

pollution to topsoil and streams.  Added to which the prior history of logging, 

hunting, collecting of medicinal plants and summer grazing of yaks and horses 

all detract from the natural and aesthetic value of this sector.  So we do think 

the unit is the area of “major cleared encroachment” and thus should be 

excluded during the boundary refinement exercise. 

Exclusion of the mining conflict zone and other areas of poor natural conditions 

from the Hongshan subunit, meanwhile setting biological corridors between 

the subunits, offer the chance for Hongshan and Habaxueshan subunits to 

expand complimentarily, and at the same time add additional parcels to the 

site which need more protection, to allow greater connectivity between the 

various isolated core zones. It can re-establish and reinforce the validity of 

biological corridors, to maintain and improve outstanding universal value of the 

Three Parallel Rivers World Heritage site and it is in full compliance with 

previous decisions of the World Heritage Committee. 

 

In Conclusion: 

The boundary refinement proposal is based on the repeated consultation of 

review by international and national experts, and is developed to better protect 

and enhance the outstanding universal value of the Three Parallel Rivers 

World Heritage site. It is, therefore, a positive proposal which will have 

significant promotion of the World Heritage site conservation. We solemnly 

promise that China will continue to conscientiously fulfill the "The World 

Heritage Convention" and its Operational Guidelines, implement the previous 

decisions of WHC to manage well, protect well and make good use of World 

Heritage sites in China. 
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List of Annexes:  

Annex 1. Extracts of relevant mining regulations 

Annex 2. List of Mining Exploration Licenses within Hongshan Sub-area 

Annex 3. Map of Mining Exploration Licenses within Hongshan Sub-area 



  5

 

Annex 1: Extracts of relevant mining regulations 

Article 13 of the “Constitution of People’s Republic of China” states “the state 

protects the right of citizens to own lawfully earned income, savings, houses 

and other lawful property.” 

Exploration right is one kind of property right, the article 123 of the “Property 

Law of the People’s Republic of China” stipulates that “legally acquired mineral 

exploration rights are protected by law.”  

Article 3 of the “Mineral Resources Law of the People’s Republic of China” 

states that “the State protects the inviolability of exploration and mining rights; 

and protects the order of production and other work in the mining and 

exploration areas from interference and disruption.” Article 6 also states that 

“the exploration licensees shall have the right to carry out specified 

explorations within the designated exploration areas and have the preference 

to obtain the right to mine the mineral resources in the exploration areas.” 

Article 10 of the “Mineral Resources Law of the People’s Republic of China” 

states that, “In mining mineral resources in national autonomous areas, the 

State should give consideration to the interests of those areas and make 

arrangements favourable to the areas’ economic development and to the 

production and well-being of the local minority nationalities. Self-government 

organs in national autonomous areas shall, in accordance with legal provisions 

and unified national plans, have the priority to develop and utilize in a rational 

manner the mineral resources that may be developed by the local authorities.” 

As Hongshan area lies within Diqing Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, the 

above laws apply. 
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Annex 2:  List of Mining Exploration Licenses within Hongshan Sub-area 

Sequence 
Number 

Project Applicant 
The Date of 

 
Established 

Total  Licensed  
Exploration  

Area (ha) 
Current Situation 

1 
Hong -shan Copper Molybdenum Mineral Resource 
Exploration in Shangri-La county 

Red Bull Mining Development Co., Ltd. Of 
Shangri-la county in Yunnan 

1998-12-18 2,423 event is underway 

2 
Hua-xi Mining Development Co., Ltd. Of Shangri-la 
county in Yunnan 

Hua-xi Mining Development Co., Ltd. Of 
Shangri-la county in Yunnan 

2000-3-28 3,616 event is underway 

3 
Song-nuo Copper Gold  Mineral Resource 
Exploration 
 in Shangri-La county 

Yunnan Geology and Mineral Resources  
Co., Ltd. 

2000-5-25 3,635 event is underway 

4 
Di-suga Copper Mineral Resource Exploration 
 in Shangri-La county 

De-zhao Mining Development Co., Ltd. of 
Yunnan 

2000-5-25 3,329 event is underway 

5 
Re-lin Copper Lead-zinc Silver Mineral Resource 
Exploration in Shangri-La county 

Snow Dragon Mining Development Co., Ltd. 
Of Shangri-la county in Yunnan 

1998-12-18 4,538 event is underway 

6 
Pu-lang Copper Gold  Mineral Resource Exploration 
 in Shangri-La county 

Diqing Nonferrous Metals Co., Ltd. of  Yunan 2000-5-25 3,637 event is underway 

7 
Lang-du Copper Mineral Resource Exploration 
 in Shangri-La county 

Hua-xi Mining Development Co., Ltd. Of 
Shangri-la county in Yunnan 

1999-1-10 1,505 event is underway 

8 
Le-zhong Copper Mineral Resource Exploration 
in Shangri-La county 

Hua-xi Mining Development Co., Ltd. of 
Shangri-la county in Yunnan 

2000-3-29 3,719 event is underway 

9 
Pu-shang Copper Mineral Resource Exploration 
 in Shangri-La county 

Tian-shunda Mining Development Co., Ltd. Of 
Yunnan 

2000-1-10 106 event is underway 
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Sequence 
Number 

Project Applicant 
The Date of 
Established 

Total  Licensed 
Exploration  

Area (ha) 
Current Situation 

10 
Gai-gong-chuna Copper Gold Mineral Resource 
Exploration in Shangri-La county 

Hua-xi Mining Development Co., Ltd. of 
Yunnan 

1999-2-28 1,968 event is underway 

11 
Zha-sha Copper Mineral Resource Exploration 
 in Shangri-La county 

Di Qing Central Jinlin Investment Company 1998-3-28 5,446 event is underway 

12 
Du-ge Copper Lead-zinc Mineral Resource 
Exploration 
 in Shangri-La county 

Di Qing Central Jinlin Investment Company 2000-1-10 1,515 event is underway 

13 
Bi-du Copper Mineral Resource Exploration 
 in Shangri-La county 

Yunnan Golden Mining Group Co., Ltd. 2000-5-25 5,951 event is underway 

14 
Zhuo-ma Copper Lead-zinc Mineral Resource 
Exploration in Shangri-La county 

Zhuo-ma Nonferrous Metals Co., Ltd. of 
Shangri-la county in Yunan 

2000-5-25 99 event is underway 

15 
Qian-sui Copper Gold Mineral Resource Exploration 
 in Shangri-La county 

Bao-yuan Mining Development Co., Ltd. of 
Diqing 

1998-12-18 4,842 event is underway 

16 
Ni-la Copper Mineral Resource Exploration 
 in Shangri-La county 

Snow Dragon Mining Development Co., Ltd. 
Of  Shangri-la county in Yunnan 

2000-5-25 1,816 event is underway 

17 
Zi-ni Copper Mineral Resource Exploration 
 in Shangri-La county 

Bisi-daji Mining Development Co., Ltd. of 
Shangri-la county in Yunnan 

2000-1-23 511 event is underway 

18 
Xue-jiping and Chun-du Copper Mineral Resource 
Exploration in Shangri-La county 

Lan-baoling Mining Development Co., Ltd. Of 
Diqing 

1999-4-12 5,947 event is underway 

19 Planned Exploration Area   8,183 
An exploration area in plan where there is 
no real exploration activities until now. 
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