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SITE NAME:   Central Suriname Nature Reserve 
 
DATE OF INSCRIPTION:   2nd December 2000 
 
STATE PARTY:    SURINAME 
 
CRITERIA:    N (ii)(iv) 
 
DECISION OF THE WORLD HERITAGE COMMITTEE: 
Excerpt from the Report of the 24th Session of the World Heritage Committee 
 
Criteria (ii) and (iv): The site encompasses significant vertical relief, topography and soil conditions that have resulted in a 
variety of ecosystems. This ecosystem variation allows organisms within these ecosystems to move in response to 
disturbance, adapt to change and maintain gene flow between populations. The site's size, undisturbed state (in general 
a rare condition in Amazonian forest parks) and protection of the entire Coppename watershed, will allow long-term 
functioning of the ecosystem. The site contains a high diversity of plant and animal species, many of which are endemic 
to the Guyana Shield and are globally threatened.  
 
The Delegate of Thailand expressed his concern about potential threats from gold mining and impacts to the integrity of 
the site. IUCN noted that the site is a pristine area, that the first phase of the management planning has been completed 
and that a US$ 18 million trust fund to support protection of the site was established, which could serve as a model for 
other sites. 
 
This Chairperson informed the Committee that the site is Suriname's first inscription on the World Heritage List. 
 
 
BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS 
 
The Central Suriname Nature Reserve comprises 1.6 mil. ha. of primary tropical forest of west-central Suriname. The 
Reserve protects the upper watershed of the Coppename River and covers a range of topography and ecosystems of 
notable conservation value due to their pristine state. Its montane and lowland forests contain a high diversity of plant 
life with almost 6,000 vascular plant species collected to date. There are viable populations of animals typical of the 
region including jaguar, giant armadillo, giant river otter, tapir, sloths and eight species of primates, as well as 400 bird 
species. 
 
 
 
1.b  State, Province or Region:   District Sipaliwini 
 
1.d  Exact location:   4° 0' N, 56° 30' W 
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NOMINATION DOSSIER CENTRAL SURINAME NATURE RESERVE

FOR THE WORLD HERITAGE LIST

1. IDENTIFICATION OF THE PROPERTY

a. Country (and State Party if different)

Republic of Suriname

b. State, Province or Region

District Sipaliwini

c. Name of Property

Central Suriname Nature Reserve

d. Exact location on map and indication of geographical coordinates to the
nearest second

4 º Northern Latitude and 56 º30' Western Longitude

e. Maps and/or plans showing boundary of area proposed for inscription
and of any buffer zone

(See attachment)

f.         Area of property proposed for inscription (ha.) and proposed buffer zone
(ha.)

Area of the Property : 1,600,000 hectares
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2. JUSTIFICATION FOR INSCRIPTION

a. Statement of significance

 The Central Suriname Nature Reserve (CSNR) is situated entirely within - and is
representative of - the Guayana Shield, a region containing the largest expanse of
completely undisturbed tropical rain forest remaining in the world today.

 The word "Guayana" is believed to mean "land of many waters," a fitting description
for this region of northern South America that is essentially an island of land, bounded
by the waters of the Caribbean Sea and Atlantic Ocean to the north and east, the Rio
Orinoco to the west and the Rio Negro and Rio Amazonas to the South.  It includes all
of Guyana, Suriname, and French Guiana, and adjacent parts of Venezuela, Colombia
and Brazil. For countless millennia, the Guayana Shield has supported a great
diversity of fauna and flora.

 The country of Suriname, in particular, is rich in vertebrate wildlife, including at least
668 species of birds, 185 species of mammals, 152 species of reptiles, 95 species of
amphibians, and 790 species of fish. Of the 1,890 known species of vertebrates, at
least 65, or 3 percent, are endemic to Suriname and likely occur within the CSNR.
Plant species in Suriname are well documented: of the roughly 5,800 species of
mosses, ferns and seed plants found in Suriname1, an estimated 50 percent are
endemic to the Guayana Shield region.  Much, however, is still to be discovered about
the flora and fauna of the area; each new expedition or forest inventory reveals
species new to science.    

 The CSNR is a huge expanse of pristine tropical forest.  Covering over 1.6 million
hectares,  it is  one of the largest nature reserves in South America.  It also represents
the largest protected block of Guayana Shield tropical wilderness biota - a global
resource that is elsewhere being rapidly destroyed or degraded.

 The CSNR is of global significance in terms of biodiversity and ecological value.
The CSNR has many forest types and contains a high diversity of plant life.  Until
present, nearly 6,000 vascular plants specimens have been collected there.  In
addition, the CSNR is known to contain more than 400 of Suriname's known bird
species, including Scarlet, Red-and-Green and Blue-and-Gold Macaws, Great
Tinamou, Black Curassow and the Guianan Cock-of-the-Rock. Further, the former
Raleighvallen area in the northern section of the CSNR is known worldwide as one of
the best places to see the Red and Green Macaws and the Guianan Cock-of-the-Rock
(Rupicola rupicola) .  The CSNR is also home to all eight species of Suriname's
primates, including the White-faced Saki (Pithecia pithecia) and the Common Squirrel
Monkey (Saimiri sciureus) and stable populations of the Jaguar (Panthera onca), the
Giant Armadillo (Myrmecophaga tridactyla) and the Giant River Otter (Pteronura
brasiliensis). The extent of the diversity of this huge and largely unexplored territory
has yet to be documented.
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Further, because the CSNR encompasses the entire upstream watershed of the
Coppename River, one of Suriname's largest rivers, it effectively protects globally
important ecological and watershed functions.

 The geography of the area - a two-billion-year-old Pre-Cambrian formation - is also
outstanding.  Adding to the spectacular nature of  the vast expanse of pristine forest
are dramatic geological formations and waterfalls, including a number of granite
inselbergs rising out of the forest, and the easternmost « tepui » or table top mountain
(Tafelberg) in the Guayana Shield.  The most famous of the inselbergs is the 250-
meter Voltzberg Dome, which can easily be climbed and affords a view of unbroken
tropical wilderness for hundreds of miles.  The Devil's Egg, a giant rock  balanced
atop a granite spire hundreds of feet high, is another example of the dramatic
geological formations contained within CSNR.

 Finally, the fact that the interior of Suriname - covered with completely undisturbed
Neotropical Amazonian forest and the rich diversity of life contained in it - is largely
uninhabited (and therefore has been spared from hunting and other pressures) makes it
one of the most important places anywhere in the world for tropical forest
conservation and aesthetic satisfaction. Here, ecosystems and their genetic diversity
will be preserved as a reservoir for future generations.  Scientists and conservationists
will be able to study undisturbed ecosystems and take lessons learned from the
CSNR's functioning ecosystems to their efforts to conserve other tropical forest
communities.  At the same time, the knowledge that there exists so large an area of
protected pristine tropical forest will serve as an aesthetic touchstone to people around
the world.

b. Possible comparative analysis (including state of conservation of similar
 Properties)
 
 Although other protected areas do exist within the Guayana Shield Region the
Central Suriname Nature Reserve, by virtue of its size, protects a globally-significant
expanse of Guayana Shield tropical wilderness.  It links three pre-existing protected
areas (Raleighvallen Nature Reserve, Tafelberg Nature Reserve, Eilerts de Haan
Gebergte Nature Reserve) to form a conservation corridor of more than 1.6 million
hectares. The area is one of the largest nature reserves in South America and quite
possibly the single most pristine tropical forest protected area on earth.

 The area also effectivly protects the watershed of one of Suriname's most important
 river systems, the Coppename River
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c. Authenticity/Integrity

(i) The CSNR contains all of the key interrelated and interdependent
 elements in their natural relationships.

 The CSNR conserves a major and representative portion of the Guayana Shield, an
ancient, mineral-dense layer of the earth's crust estimated to be two billion years old
that forms the land mass of Suriname and its immediate neighbours.  It is a
geologically stable speciation center that has produced a well defined floristic and
ecological assemblage of species, including many endemics.

Globally, biologists and geologists recognize this area as one of the biologically
richest regions in the world.

The CSNR encompasses a large and characteristic example of the Guayana Shield
ecosystems, including various types of tropical forest and savannas, watersheds and
rivers, lowlands and mountains, as well as populations of plants and animals which
have evolved in the region.  The ecosystems contained within the CSNR are, as a
result of the size of the protected area and the lack of intrusion by human populations,
intact and large enough to encompass all key interrelated elements - flora, fauna, and
ecosystem processes - in a manner that conserves their integrity.

(ii) The CSNR has sufficient size and contains the necessary elements to demonstrate
the key aspects of processes that are essential for the long-term conservation of the
ecosystems and the biological diversity they contain.

At 1.6 million hectares, and encompassing variations in topography and an entire
watershed, the CSNR has the essential elements needed to ensure long-term
ecosystem maintenance.  For instance, each of the three pre-existing protected areas
which were linked by the creation of the Central Suriname Nature Reserve (these
individual reserves have been partly documented to a greater degree than the larger
CSNR) contain variations in elevation, topography and vegetation:

> Vegetation in the pre-existing Raleighvallen Nature Reserve consists mostly of
mesophytic forests. These forest types contains a large variety of tree species, with the
uppermost canopy reaching about 30 meters, and sometimes as much as 40-50 meters,
high. Mostly, palms are dominant in the undergrowth, and the forest floor is sparsely
populated with ferns and moss-ferns.  The Reserve is also characterized by dramatic
geological formations and waterfalls, including a number of granite inselbergs rising
from the forest.

> The pre-existing Tafelberg Nature Reserve encompasses primary rainforest and
savanna ecosystems, and includes both the easternmost tepui (flat-topped mountain)
in South America and the only Roraima sandstone savanna in Suriname.
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> The pre-existing Eilerts de Haan Gebergte Nature Reserve includes part of the
Eilerts de Haan Gebergte mountain range and encompasses of primary tropical rain
forest and savanna ecosystems.

The CSNR therefore encompasses significant variation in elevation above sea level,
topography and soil conditions, which have resulted in a variety of  ecosystems. This
variation is critical for long-term regional conservation; biologists and planners
generally agree that successful conservation must encompass ecosystem variation
across environmental gradients so that organisms within these ecosystems can move
in response to disturbances, adapt to change, and maintain gene flow between
populations.

Another important feature necessary for long-term conservation is connectivity, the
extent to which ecological and evolutionary processes are maintained within a certain
area. The CSNR's vast size, undisturbed state and its protection of the Coppename
watershed ensure an unusually high level of connectivity for a tropical forest
protected area. In fact, the CSNR is the most intact and least disturbed tract of primary
rainforest in all of South America, including the Amazon.

(i) The CSNR contains superlative natural phenomena and areas of exceptional
beauty, and includes areas that are essential for maintaining that beauty.

The undisturbed forests of the CSNR, rivers, waterfalls, mountains, geological
formations and plant and animal species represent a resource of exceptional natural
beauty, and, as a region unchanged by man, holds enormous symbolic value in a
world where the human population is near 5 billion and pristine wilderness is
increasingly scarce.   The CSNR includes lowland and montane tropical forests as
well as a number of interesting geological features and mountain ranges.  Throughout
the reserve one can encounter a number of  inselbergs - extraordinary granite
outcroppings found in e.g. Suriname, Venezuela, Guyana en French Guiana.  Further,
in the central region of the reserve is the Tafelberg, the eastern most Tepui, while in
the south is the Wilhelmina mountain range which contain the Julianatop (1,230 m),
the highest peak in Suriname.

(iv)      The CSNR contains habitats for maintaining the most diverse fauna and flora
           characteristic of  Guayana Shield tropical forest ecosystems.

The intact primary forests of the CSNR, the general richness of the flora of the
Guianas, and the dramatic topography towards the south have made the reserve rich in
biological diversity.

At more than 1.6 million hectares, the CSNR is sufficiently large to provide adequate
habitat for maintaining diverse species of wild flora and fauna - including a number of
endangered species such as the Jaguar, the Giant River Otter, the Harpy Eagle,  and
the Guianan Cock-of-the-Rock, to name a few.   Environmental conditions in the
rainforest of the CSNR are heterogeneous and consequently provide a great variety of
habitats for animals.  Mature forest, canopy gaps and forest edges, swamp forests or
rocky savannas, all provide suitable habitats.
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In addition, CSNR is uniquely situated within a wider region that is largely
uninhabited and faces little or no hunting or development pressure. The reserve can
only be accessed by river and road at the northern most tip in Raleighvallen.
The only other access points are three airstrips  - one at Raleighvallen in the north,
Tafelberg in the central region, and Eilerts De Haan in the south.  This inaccessibility
affords the CSNR an effective - if unofficial - "buffer zone" of  nearly 100 miles in
almost all directions.

d. Criteria under which inscription is proposed (and justification for
inscription under these criteria)

(i)         Representing major stages of earth's history and records of life

The CSNR conserves a major portion of the Guayana Shield. In geological terms, a
Shield is a formation which has been stable (i.e., not affected by orogenic or mountain
building activity) for a thousand million years.  The Guayana Shield lies, for the most
part, between the Orinoco and Amzonian River basins and is a massif of hard, mainly
proterozoic rock-founations.  The parental crystalline rocks of the Guayana Shield are
generally low in mineral content, and, together with the high weathering rates that
occur under tropical conditions, harbor soils that are very poor in nutrients and highly
acidic.

The characteristic vegetation of the Guayana Shield is tropical rainforest.  In general
the vegetation of the region is remarkable not only in its abundance and diversity, but
also in the localized restriction of individual species.  In the lowland region alone,
there are an estimated 138 general of endemic trees.  The level of botanical endemism
for the whole of the Guayana Shield is estimated to be around 40 percent.  The
Guayana Shield is covered by the largest unfragmented block of tropical forest in the
world.

(ii)        Representing significant on-going ecological and biological processes

At more than 1.6 million hectares, the CSNR is sufficiently large to provide adequate
habitat for maintaining diverse species of flora and fauna - including a number of
endangered species such as the Jaguar, the Giant River Otter, the Harpy Eagle, and
Guianan  Cock-of-the-Rock, to name a few.   Environmental conditions in the
rainforests of the CSNR are heterogeneous and, consequently provide a great variety
of habitats for animals.  Mature forests, canopy gaps and forest edges, swamp forests
or rocky savannas, all provide suitable habitats for animals.

The intact primary forests of the CSNR, the general richness of the flora of the
Guianas, and the dramatic topography towards the south have made the reserve rich in
biological diversity for its size.
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(iii)      Contains superlative natural phenomena or areas of exceptional beauty

One of the few pristine tropical wilderness areas left on Earth, the CSNR's primary
forests, rivers, waterfalls, mountains, inselbergs, and plant and animal species
demonstrate exceptional natural beauty unchanged by man.  The CSNR provides
aesthetic value across a series of ecosystem types: lowland and montane tropical
forests,  interesting geological features (especially inselbergs - extraordinary granite
outcroppings- tepui, and mountain ranges, including the highest peak in Suriname.

(iv) Contain the most important and significant natural habitats for in-situ
            conservation of biological diversity

Because of its pristine condition - and in contrast to the condition of much Amazonian
tropical forest, which has been significantly degraded - the Central Suriname Nature
Reserve is of scientific value for study of the natural dynamics of the undisturbed
ecosystem, and as a gauge against which to measure changes in tropical forest
ecosystems which have been altered.  Furthermore, the CSNR is well positioned - by
virtue of its remote and inaccessible location, and the Government of Suriname's
commitment to conservation -- to provide opportunities for in-situ conservation in
perpetuity.

3. DESCRIPTION

a. Description of Property

Name of Property Biome/Geographical Location
Central Suriname Nature Reserve Guayana Shield Tropical Wilderness
Date of Creation: July 31, 1998
Date  Published: September 10, 1998
Date  Effective: September 11, 1998
Location: 4 º Northern Latitude and 56 º 30'Western Longitude
Area: 1,600.000 ha.
Ownership: Republic of Suriname

Natural Protected Areas description  incorporated within the boundaries of the CSNR

The pre-existing  Raleighvallen Nature Resrve
Date of Creation: April 22, 1966, enlarged August 26, 1986 by State
Resolution.
Location: 4º 40´ Northern Latitude and  56º 10´ Western Longitude
Area: 78,000 ha (approx.)

The pre-existing Eilerts de Haan Gebergte Nature Reserve
Date of Creation: April 22, 1966 by State Resolution
Location: 3º 20´ Northern Latitude and 56º 30´ Western Longitude.
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Area: 220,000 ha (approx.)
Including: (Counties)

The pre-existing Tafelberg Nature Reserve
Date of Creation: April 22, 1966 by State Resolution.
Location: 3º 50´ Northern Latitude and 56º10´Western Longitude.
Area: 140,000 ha (approx.)

Suriname has a typical tropical climate with a mean daily temperature of about 27( C
and an annual range of only 2( C. Annual rainfall varies between 1750 and 3000 mm,
and a generally high humidity prevails throughout the year. There are two rainy
seasons, a major one from approximately mid-April to mid-August and a minor one
from December to January and two dry seasons, a major one from August to
November, and a minor one from February to April.

Geomorphologic features are primarily responsible for ecological and forest diversity
in Suriname, and are defined by the following broad ecological zones:

* The young coastal plain is located 0-4 m above mean sea level, and consists of
Holocene swamp clays with the natural vegetation of mangrove forests, open
herbaceous swamps and several types of swamp forest;
* The old coastal plain is located 4-11 m above mean sea level, and consists of swamp
clays and sand ridges covered with various types of grass and herbaceous swamps,
swamp forests, mesophytic forests, and vast areas of peat swamps;
* The so-called savanna belt is located 10-100 m above mean sea level, and is a
dissected plain characterized by savannas that consist of white or brown sands  or
loams. The zone is mainly covered with mesophytic forest, savannaforests,
savannawoods, savannascrubs  and swamp forests. The dry to very wet grass and
shrub savannas cover approx. 7% of this area;
* The interior ranges from sea level to 1,230 m, and covers three-quarters of the
country. This is rugged terrain on the ancient Guayana Shield, with natural vegetation
consisting mainly of primary tropical rain forest, interrupted by small patches of
marsh forest along rivers and creeks. Also isolated savannas, refugia from the
Pleistocene ice-ages are found here.

 Although the diversity of Suriname's fauna is not as high as that of larger countries
such as Brazil, it is rich in vertebrate wildlife, including at least 668 species of birds,
185 species of mammals, 152 species of reptiles, 95 species of amphibians, and 790
species of fish. Of the 1,890 known species of vertebrates, at least 65, or 3%, are
endemic to Suriname. There have been no comprehensive surveys of Suriname's
invertebrate population, although one estimate puts the total number of species
between 6000,000 - 1,000.000.. Plant species in the northern part of Suriname are
rather well documented. Of the roughly 5,800 species of mosses, ferns and seed plants
found in Suriname, an estimated 50% of these species are endemic to the Guayana
Shield region.
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 The CSNR comprises more than 1.6 million hectares of primary tropical forest of
west central Suriname and effectively protects the pristine ecological function of the
entire upper watershed of one of Suriname's largest undisturbed rivers, the
Coppename River.  The CSNR covers a wide range of topography and ecosystems
and houses perhaps the largest tract of completely undisturbed, uninhabited and
unhunted primary forest in the tropical world. Further, the Reserve represents the
largest protected block of the Guayana Shield tropical forest wilderness biota.

 The Reserve forms a corridor linking the three most important protected areas in
central Suriname: the pre-existing Raleighvallen Nature Reserve in the north, and the
pre-existing Tafelberg and Eilerts de Haan Gebergte Nature Reserves in the central
and southern portion of the corridor.  These three reserves are connected by large
tracts of undisturbed, and unexplored lowland and mountane rainforest and support
abundant populations of globally rare or endangered species including the Harpy
Eagle, eight species of monkey, the giant river otter, the Cock-of-the-Rock, and four
species of cats.  Due to the genuine inaccessibility of the majority of the Reserve,
detailed knowledge about its biodiversity does not exist.  The majority of existing
biological research has taken place within the three originally existing reserves as
their airstrips provide easy access.   These three nature reserves are described below:

 The pre-existing Raleighvallen Nature Reserve (Raleighvallen), established in 1966
and expanded in 1986 covers approximately 78,000 hectares. Raleighvallen is located
in north central Suriname, about 200 km from Paramaribo. The reserve's vegetation
consists mostly of moist mesophytic forest, the same forest type that covers
approximately 80 percent of Suriname. There is a large variety of tree species, the
tallest of which reach more than 4 to 5 stories into the air. The uppermost canopy
averages about 30 meters, but can reach 40-50 meters, high.Mostly palms are
dominant in the undergrowth, and the forest floor is sparsely populated with ferns and
moss-ferns. Raleighvallen is characterized by dramatic geological formations and
waterfalls, including a number of granite inselbergs rising out of the forest. The most
famous of these, the 250-meter high Voltzberg Dome, can be climbed by tourists. The
reserve's many forest types contain a high diversity of plant life and nearly 1,000
vascular plants specimens have been collected there. The reserve contains more than
400 of Suriname's 668 known bird species, including Scarlet, Red-and-Green and
Blue-and-Gold Macaws, the Great Tinamou, the Black Curassow and the Guianan
Cock-of-the-Rock. The Reserve is also home to all eight species of Suriname's
primates and stable populations of the Jaguar, the Giant Armadillo and the Giant
River Otter.

 The pre-existing Tafelberg Nature Reserve (Tafelberg), established in 1966, covers
approximately 140,000 hectares in central Suriname, between the Saramacca and
Coppename Rivers. Tafelberg is located in a remote area that includes the geographic
center of Suriname and has no surrounding human populations. Tafelberg
encompasses primary rainforest and savanna ecosystems, and includes both the
easternmost tepui (flat-topped mountain) in South America and the only Roraima
sandstone savanna found in Suriname. Although biological surveys have been
conducted in the reserve in the past, very little is known about its biodiversity.  Of the
1,330 plant specimens that have been collected within the Reserve (mainly on the
tepui itself and on the Roraima sandstone savanna), 29 are endemic.
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 The reserve formerly known as the Eilerts de Haan Gebergte Nature Reserve (Eilerts
de Haan), established in 1966, covered approximately 220,000 hectares in south
central Suriname, east of the Corantijn River and bordered by the Zuid and Lucie
Rivers. There are no human populations living within or directly adjacent to the
reserve. The reserve includes part of the Eilerts de Haan Gebergte mountain range
whose altitude reaches over 850 meters, and encompasses primary tropical rain forest
and savanna ecosystems. Due to a lack of exploration and biological surveys in Eilerts
de Haan, little is known about its flora and fauna, although sporadic surveys have
identified 13 species of amphibians, 29 reptile species, and 43 bird species. The flora
of the region has been studied very little.  Nevertheless, the diversity in Wilhelmina
Gebergte, a mountain range bordering the reserve, is likely to be very similar to that
of Eilerts de Haan Gebergte. In the Wilhelmina Gebergte over 3,000 vascular plants
specimens have been collected , including 143 rare and 11 endemic species.

 Although no communities live within the CSNR, there are 3 main communities that
are potentially affected by the CSNR: the Kwinti Maroon communities of Witagron
and Kaaimanston who reside immediately north of the CSNR along the middle
reaches of the Coppename River and the Trio indigenous community of
Kwamalasamutu, who reside in the far south below the southern border of the CSNR.
Although the village of Kwamalsamutu is over 100 Km south of the border of the
CSNR, they are still considered stakeholders as their land claims reach the southern
border of the reserve.

 Witagron and Kaaimanston are the only remaining Kwinti Maroon communities in
Suriname. Presently about 20 families with children live in Witagron area and  a
lesser number of people reside in Kaaimanston.   These communities have been
marginally involved in providing labour for operations in the pre-existing
Raleighvallen Reserve acting as guards, guides and porters for ecotourists and
researchers.  Current resettlement plans entail the re-establishment of the community
school so those families with small children can move back to the villages.

 A primary guard station is planned at Witagron and two satellite stations are planned
on two of the adjacent creeks. These two stations will be managed by the community
in collaboration with the Foundation for Nature Preservation (STINASU) and the
Government of the Republic of Suriname. The station in Witagron will also serve as a
visitor center and "craft store" for tourists travelling through the region. Community
members will receive training as park guards and guides.  The community has also
expressed interest in building a guest house or lodge in Witagron to cater for the tours
on their way to the Central Suriname Nature Reserve.

 b. History and Development
 
 See Raleighvallen Management Plan (attached)
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 c.          Form and date of most recent records of property
 

 State Resolution: July 31, 1998  (Central Suriname Nature Reserve)
 Date of Creation: June 17, 1998 ( Council of Ministers Approval)
 Date  Published: September 10, 1998
 Date  Effective: September 11, 1998
 Location: 4 º Northern Latitude and 56 º 30'Western Longitude
 Area: 1,600.000 ha
 Gazette : Natuurbeschermingsbesluit 1998, S.B.  1998 No. 65
 Ownership: Republic of Suriname.

 d. Present state of conservation

The size, pristine nature, and low level of threats to the Central Suriname Nature
Reserve make it an ideal site for biodiversity conservation.  The absence of human
impact within the reserve and the scarcity of human populations within a 100-mile
radius of the Reserve make for a basically pristine state of conservation.  The only
human impacts present within the Reserve are at the three airstrips and include the
airstrips themselves and minimal surrounding infrastructure, which includes housing
for tourists and researchers and rudimentary trail systems at Raleighvallen, Tafelberg
and Eilerts de Haan. Because the Reserve encompasses the entire Coppename River
Watershed, and remains inaccessible by road (combined with the general
inaccessibility of Suriname's interior), no development pressure exists south of the
Reserve.

e. Policies and programmes related to the presentation and promotion of the
property.

 The Government of Suriname and Conservation International launched an
international media campaign in June 1998 to publicize the creation of the Central
Suriname Nature Reserve. The establishment of the reserve was announced by
Ambassador Wim Udenhout, senior advisor to President Jules Wijdenbosch at a press
conference in New York, and was subsequently announced in Suriname by the
President of Suriname in a television address in July 1998.

 International media coverage following the announcement of the establishment of the
reserve has been extensive.  Major international television networks including
Reuters, CNN International, and World Television News broadcasted the story.  The
Central Suriname Nature Reserve was also covered by major television networks in
the United States, the Netherlands, and Guyana.  Print coverage has been equally
comprehensive.  Several major newswires in the United States and abroad carried the
story, as did Brazilian, Guyanese, Canadian, British, French, and Japanese
newspapers and magazines.

 Coverage in Suriname has occurred both through international media, and through
Surinamese newspaper, television and radio.  The Surinamese parastatal agency
STINASU has also issued promotional materials about the reserve.  However, the
Government of Suriname has postponed its national promotional campaign so that it
can coincide with the launching of the Suriname Conservation Foundation.
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 In addition to the national promotional campaign expected in late 1999, STINASU
will have as one of its primary goals to raise conservation awareness and promote
environmental education in Suriname.  The Foundation will therefore provide funding
to develop conservation curricula in schools, and will sponsor training programs for
teaching on environmental issues.  The Foundation will also provide scholarships to
help train a cadre of conservation professionals and decision-makers in Suriname, and
will sponsor workshops at the University of Suriname both for government and non-
government professionals.

   4. MANAGEMENT

 a. Ownership
 
 Ownership:  The Republic of Suriname

 b. Legal status
 
The Central Suriname Nature Reserve is protected under Suriname's Nature
Protection Act of 1954. The Law recognizes that establishment of protected areas is
important for scientific, recreational and educational purposes, as well as for ethical
and economic reasons. In order to qualify as a nature reserve, an area must be
noteworthy because of its biodiversity or varied landscape, or as a result of fauna,
flora or geological features of scientific or cultural value.

 The Act prohibits any activity within reserves that will negatively affect their
integrity, and provides for both civil and criminal sanctions for infractions.  The act
also gives the government the right to seize plants, animals or other resources illegally
obtained in the park. The Act designates the Director of the Suriname Forest Service
(LBB) as the responsible entity for managing the nature reserves and for handling all
matters regarding nature conservation, including appointing guards and wardens to
enforce reserve regulations. The operational management is entrusted to the Nature
Conservation Division. of the Forest Service.

 Suriname's Planning Act establishes procedures for national and regional land use
planning and provides guidelines for drafting land use plans. The Planning Act also
empowers the government to establish protected areas other than nature reserves, such
as the special management area. Laws on the Issuance of State-Owned Lands provide
for the issuance of long-term leases for management of public lands. This is the case
for the Brownsberg Nature Park and the Bigi Pan Multiple Use Management Area,
which have been entrusted to the Foundation for Nature Preservation in Suriname
(STINASU) respectively the Head of the Forest Service for operational management.
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 Suriname's Forest Management Act of 1992 provides for the sustainable management
of forest concessions.  The Forest Management Act also provides for the
establishment of communal forests for the benefit of tribal groups, and therefore
potentially affects conservation on tribal lands as well. The act also has provisions
designed to promote the interests of local communities, stating that the common law
rights of the inhabitants of the interior living in tribal communities will be respected
as much as  possible. This act also makes provisions to install "Communal Ground"
and "Communal Forest" for tribes where they can settle and practice agriculture.
Wood cutting leases were the former legal mechanism used to give local communities
preferential access to their ancestral territories. These licenses have been granted on
an indefinite basis and permit the cutting of wood, the collection of plants and non
timber forest products for use by the community.

 Suriname has laws governing resource use that do not directly address biodiversity
conservation, but do contain relevant environmental and land use provisions. For
example, the Game Law of 1954 protects all mammals, birds, sea turtles, and other
species named in the Game Resolution except those that are designated game species,
cage species or predominately harmful species. The Fish Protection Act regulates
freshwater fish, and the Mining Act of 1986 regulates all mineral use. The Agreement
for National Reconciliation and Development (Lelydorp Akkoord 1992), which is the
peace treaty between the Government of Suriname and tribal groups, signed in 1992,
recognizes some indigenous and maroon rights. As such, it gives these communities a
role in determining locations for logging and mining concessions.

 Suriname has engaged in a number of national environmental planning exercises over
the last decade. A Conservation Action Plan for Suriname was published in 1990 and
was later complemented by the publication of  "Priority Conservation Activities for
Suriname" in 1994. Sixteen priority initiatives were outlined, including preparation
and implementation of management plans for nature reserves, training of
conservationists, nature conservation education, research on threatened species and
enforcement of nature conservation legislation.

 Suriname also has a Concept National Environmental Action Plan (NEAP), drafted in
1996 by the University of Suriname's Institute for Development, Planning and
Management with funding from the Organization of the American States. The
biodiversity component of the NEAP outlines the following initiatives:
 
* Increase efforts to make inventories of biodiversity so that a revised system of
protected areas will be representative of all ecosystems and biodiversity;
* Strengthen institutions involved in the research and sustainable use of biodiversity;
* Support projects that improve the ability of the Nature Conservation Division and
Fisheries Division to control the exploitation and use of biodiversity;
* Develop legislation to regulate the use of genetic resources;
* Adapt the Forest Management and Mining Acts to comply with the Convention on
Biological Diversity and the National Biodiversity Strategy for Suriname;
* Require Environmental Impact Assessments for all activities that may potentially
damage the environment, including biodiversity.
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 A regional UNDP/GEF project entitled Regional Strategies for the Conservation and
Sustainable Management of Natural Resources in the Amazon provided funds for a
National Biodiversity Strategy for Suriname. In 1995, the Department of the National
Planning Office within the Ministry of Planning and Development Cooperation
established a Working Group on Biodiversity. The Working Group was charged with
coordinating two stakeholder workshops and drafting a national strategy based on the
results of those workshops. The draft National Strategy, published by the working
group in January 1998, lays out four broad objectives:

* The development of a national policy framework for the conservation and
sustainable use of biological diversity;
* The realization of sustainable use and conservation of biodiversity by way of
national planning and international cooperation;
* The creation of conditions for effective management of biodiversity through the
application of existing legislation and the development of necessary legislation;
* The substantial strengthening of human capacities in order to ensure sustainable use
and conservation of biodiversity.

Finally, Suriname is also a party to several international instruments.  Suriname
signed the UN Convention on Biological Diversity in June 1992 and ratified it on
January 12, 1996.  Suriname is also a signatory to the Amazon Cooperation Treaty
with Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana, Peru and Venezuela. This treaty
established, amongst others, the Commission on the Amazonian Environment
(CEMAA) to address conservation in border areas. Suriname is also signatory to the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES), the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance Especially as
Waterfowl Habitat (Ramsar Convention), and the Convention on Nature Protection
and Wildlife Preservation in the Western Hemisphere (The Western Hemisphere
Convention).

c.   Protective measures and means of implementing them

Several government agencies and parastatal organizations share responsibilities for
biodiversity conservation and land use planning. The Nature Conservation Division
(NCD) within the Forest Service (LBB) of the Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR)
is responsible for policy, the strategic and operational management of protected areas,
wild flora and fauna and regulating trade in wildlife.

Because the CSNR is isolated, guards are needed only at areas of access.  The outline
for the CSNR management plan identifies guard posts at 3 sites around Raleighvallen
Nature Reserve, the airstrip at Raleighvallen, as well as at the airstrips at Tafelberg
and Eilerts de Haan -covering all access sites to the reserve.

Presently at Raleighvallen, there is a Reserve Manager and 3-4 guards/field workers at
the base-camp at Foengoe Island. One boat with outboard motor is also available. At
Tafelberg, Gum Air and Aracari Tours have in place 2 caretaker/managers. At Eilerts
de Haan, no permanent guard station is in place. Plans to train additional guard forces
for all main airstrips and access points
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within the Reserve will be included in the management plan.  Currently the
Government through its recurrent annual budget provides for the  current level of
management. With support of UNDP, C.I. and other donors the Suriname
Conservation Trust Fund (to be established and launched in 1999) should be
providing the additional funds necessary to complete the development and
implementation of the management plan, develop guard stations and provide training.
The Trust will provide long-term financing to support the Reserve's management in
perpetuity.

d. Agency/agencies with management authority

The Nature Conservation Division within the Forest Service, under the Ministry of
Natural Resources, is the agency primarily responsible for conserving Suriname's
biological diversity. It is in charge of nature conservation including the management
of wild flora and fauna, management of protected areas and control of the wildlife
trade, enforcement of Game Law and Nature Protection Law.

The Foundation for Nature Preservation (STINASU) is a parastatal agency
responsible for undertaking research within the national system of nature reserves,
enhancing public awareness regarding nature preservation, undertaking educational
activities, and encouraging and facilitating ecotourism in the reserves such in close
cooperation with the Nature Conservation Division. STINASU is involved in
ecotourism promotion activities and rehabilitation of lodging facilities within several
protected areas including  Raleighvallen, Brownsberg and the Galibi (Sea Turtles)
Nature Reserve

e. Level at which management is exercised and name and address of person
for contact purposes

The Ministry of Natural Resources has been designated by Presidential decree as the
agency responsible for the CSNR. The Ministry of Natural Resources oversees the
Forest Service and the Nature Conservation Division of the Surinam Forest Service.
The Nature Conservation Division is responsible for the operational management
aspects of  all  Protected Areas in Suriname.

Contacts:
Ir. Ferdinand L.J. Baal
Head Nature Conservation Division
Suriname Forest Service
Cornelis Jongbawstraat  No.10
P.O. Box 436
Paramaribo, Suriname
Tel: (+597) 479431
Fax.: (+597) 422555
E-mail: lbbnb@sr.net
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f.. Agreed plans related to property (e.g., regional, local plan, conservation
plan,
tourism development plan)

In addition to the management plan being developed for the CSNR, an ecotourism
plan for the reserve is also being developed. This plan will promote sustainable
ecotourism within the protected area as a central component of tourism infrastructure
establishment, promotion and policy development.  The focus of interventions will be
site-specific near the airstrips at Raleighvallen Nature Reserve, Tafelberg, and Eilerts
De Haan. The first step will involve assessment of cost-benefit ratios for different
ecotourism scenarios, and development of strategies to ensure that ecotourism
development is socially equitable. The plan seeks to establish a set of minimum
standards for management of visitors and provide zoning recommendations.  Tourists
will be sensitized to the fragility of ecosystems and local culture, and a code of
practice would be developed and strictly enforced.  Visitor centers will be developed
and interpretational materials designed and produced for educational purposes.
Appropriate training will be provided to tour operators and guides.   The plan will also
include a detailed strategy for national and international marketing of the reserve and
potential itineraries will also be developed. A Conservation Action Plan for Suriname
published in 1990 also exists and is attached.

g. Sources and levels of finance

Suriname has a strong and biogeographically representative network of protected
areas dating back prior to its independence.  However, despite a slight increase in the
1990s, management investments in the network have remained small. To ensure the
necessary capacity and long-term financing to manage the CSNR and Suriname's
other protected areas, the Government of Suriname, Conservation International and
UNDP/GEF have engaged in a 6 year project.

The project will undertake a number of capacity building activities, including
providing funds to train more conservation professionals in Suriname, and to draft a
management plan for the CSNR.  The project will also help establish a conservation
trust fund, the Suriname Conservation Foundation (SCF), that will endow the
protected areas network and finance a range of conservation-based development
activities.  The four target areas for the SCF will include long-term management
support for the CSNR and other protected areas, ecological surveys and protected area
monitoring, conservation awareness and education, and ecotourism.

The capacity building exercise described above totals $2.88m.  The SCF's endowment
is projected at $15m by year six of the project, though the actual total may well be
higher.  These totals will be supplemented by continuing government expenditures for
the protected areas network, as well as by continued spending by the non-profit sector
in Suriname.



18

h. Sources of expertise and training in conservation and management
techniques

The remoteness of the CSNR has thus far protected it, but this same factor has also
slowed the government's conservation activities there. Financing from the SCF will
allow the government agencies charged with managing the CSNR to mobilize the
resources and capacity to enforce its protected area status and develop the necessary
park management infrastructure. Of the three pre-existing protected areas that have
been linked to form the CSNR, only the Raleighvallen NR in the north has the
infrastructure for park management. The UNDP/GEF project will operationalize basic
conservation functions such as planning, policing, enforcement, and monitoring in the
reserve. These actions would further serve to increase the profile of the CSNR within
national policy and decision making processes, ensuring that conservation and
development objectives are better integrated.

The capacity building component of the UNDP/GEF project for Suriname will
provide a total of 20 scholarships for conservation professionals and decision-makers
to attend training courses focusing on conservation management disciplines. Course
selection would be based on training needs assessments, but the courses would
include participatory conservation, conservation planning, operational management,
integrated conservation and development and public outreach methods.

i. Visitor facilities and statistics

Visitor facilities are present at Raleighvallen. There are two guesthouses at Foengoe
Island within walking distance of the airstrip as well as one research/guest facility
owned by the Forest Service. Further, Conservation International recently completed a
research station with field housing at the base of the Voltzberg Dome.  STINASU is
responsible for upkeep of the facilities at Raleighvallen and for promoting tourism to
the area.  Plans are in hand for reconstruction of the visitor facilities at Raleighvallen.

Aracari Tours (Nature Tour Operator) has refurbished one guesthouse at Rudi Kappel
airstrip in the Tafelberg area. This hosts 4 guestrooms. This operator runs tours to the
top of the mountain. On average 4 -6 four-day tours (totalling 40 guests) are held
during the dry season.

The Foundation the Friends of Kayser manages 3 lodges and tour facilities in the
southern airstrip of Kayser at Eilerts de Haan. During the dry season abou 4 groups
are accommodated in these facilities.

The community-based Foundation for the Resettlement of Witagron and
Kaaimanston, two communities to the North, by boat on route to the CSNR have
plans to develop facilities and transport. These project activities are likely to be
funded through the UNDP/GEF /SGP (Small Grants Programme.).
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j. Property management plan and statement of objectives (copy to be
annexed)

There currently exists a management plan for the Raleighvallen Nature Reserve.  The
Foundation for Nature Preservation in Suriname (STINASU) assists in the
implementation of the plan. Please see attached management plan in Annex ( _ ) The
Tafleberg and Eilerts de Haan Gebergte Nature Reserves currently have no
management plans. The superintendence of these reserves will be specified in the
overall management plan for the entire Central Suriname Nature Reserve.

CSNR Management Plan: A management plan will be developed for CSNR to
prioritize conservation actions and ensure management operations at the site are
effectively geared towards the long-term mitigation of threat, and are adapted to
biological, ecological, social and institutional management needs.
The first step will involve preparation of an operational plan for year 1 to guide the
management planning process and develop a schedule for social and biological
assessment, public consultation and formalization of a management plan.

The second step will involve fielding a Rapid (Biological) Assessment Programme
(RAP), involving international and Surinamese scientists, aimed at strengthening the
inventory of biodiversity at sample sites and developing long-term monitoring
indicators.

Satellite images of the area would guide the location of sampling by identifying
general areas of interest. Systematic overflights of the protected areas will be
conducted and videotaped by a small team of RAP biologists and coordinators to
choose specific survey locations. At the end of the expedition, an executive summary
with conservation recommendations will be prepared and immediately distributed to
the government and other relevant stakeholders and utilized for the development of
the management plan. RAP results would then be integrated with other available data
(geo-reference, social assessment, etc.) on a computer database and into a Geographic
Information System (GIS) to produce a comprehensive overview of the biological,
social and economic status of the Reserve. The database and GIS will then serve as a
tool for long-term monitoring and management and operational planning.

Social assessments of and consultations with local communities living near the Nature
Reserve would be performed and undertaken as an integral part of developing the
management plan. Consultations will comprise an essential first step. But the
management objective is to involve local communities to the North of the CSNR in all
aspects of Protected Area planning and operations, and collaborative strategies will be
developed through a community-driven process to achieve this. The proposed social
assessment will provide additional baseline information on maroon populations living
north of the CSNR, their patterns of resource use, and socioeconomic needs.

Once complete, the plan will be presented to all stakeholders in a workshop in
Paramaribo and circulated to the scientific community for review. One of the
objectives of the exercise is to strengthen the planning capacities of the Nature
Conservation Division and other key institutional stakeholders, taking a learning-by-
doing and debate approach. Technical assistance would be provided to effect
consultations, analyze data, and prepare and formalize the management plan. The plan
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will include specific regulations to manage human activities, including customary
uses by interior communities, scientific research and visitation and zone core areas
and buffers for multiple uses and law enforcement.

k. Staffing levels (professional, technical, maintenance).

See Management Plan for Raleighvallen for the Northern part of the CSNR. (attached)

5. FACTORS AFFECTING THE PROPERTY

a. Development Pressures (e.g., encroachment, adaptation, agriculture,
mining)

The Central Suriname Nature Reserve is the largest protected area in Suriname, and
the largest in the globally important Guayana Shield biogeographic region. The
Reserve is presently uninhabited and nearly completely covered by primary tropical
rain forest. Because of its remoteness and lack of population pressure, there have thus
far been few threats to its biodiversity. However, as development proceeds around the
Reserve, it is likely that threats will gradually increase. But park management and
enforcement activities need to be geared towards preventing possible negative
externalities from these activities, thus ensuring that the CSNR remains one of the
most pristine tropical protected areas in the world.

Several large-scale mining and logging concessions are being awarded in areas north,
east and west of the CSNR's boundaries, mainly to multinational companies seeking
new sources of minerals and timber to meet global demand and providing much
needed foreign investment to Suriname's economy. Several mining companies are
prospecting for gold north of Raleighvallen, which covers the northern tip of the
larger CSNR. Recently identified Bakhuis bauxite deposits in the Bakhuis Mountains
to the west of the Reserve, may be some of the largest in the world. Finally, there are
several exploratory timber concessions east and north of the CSNR.

While the aforementioned concessions lie outside of the CSNR's watershed, vigilance
is needed to ensure that future development activity is not expanded into areas critical
to maintaining ecological functions within it. This is necessary to foreclose mercury
contamination within the Reserve, or alteration of vital hydrological functions through
water abstraction and sedimentation. Increased human activity and traffic could pose a
threat. A Regional Development Plan needs to be defined to ensure that any
development around the CSNR is strictly controlled and zoned through baseline
environmental management interventions.

As is the case with much of Suriname's protected areas system, the CSNR suffers
from a general lack of resources and capacity within government agencies to enforce
its protected area status or provide the necessary park management infrastructure. The
remoteness of the CSNR has thus far protected it, but this same factor has also slowed
the government's conservation activities there. Of the three pre-existing protected
areas that have been linked to form the CSNR, only the Raleighvallen NR in the north
has a basic infrastructure for park management. It is considered essential to
operationalize basic conservation functions such as planning, policing, enforcement,
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and monitoring. These actions would further serve to increase the profile of the
Reserve within national policy and decision making processes, ensuring that
conservation and development objectives are better integrated.

b. Environmental Pressures (e.g., pollution, climate change)

Not applicable.

c. Natural disasters and preparedness (earthquakes, floods, fires, etc.)

Not applicable.

d. Visitor/tourism pressures

Not applicable at this time, however will be addressed in CSNR ecotourism
development plan.

e. Number of inhabitants within property, buffer zone

No permanent settlements or inhabitants.

f. Other.

Not applicable.

6.  MONITORING

a. Key indicators for measuring state of conservation

Under the UNDP/GEF project, the Rapid (Biological) Assessment Programme (RAP)
of CSNR will be aimed at strengthening the inventory of biodiversity at sample sites
and developing long-term monitoring indicators that verify the state of conservation
of the CSNR. Indicator species that have shown to be sensitive to habitat change and
increased hunting pressure are the Black Spider Monkey, the Black Curacao, the
White-Lipped Peccary, the Collared Peccary, the Piping Guan, and the Tinamou.
Relative populations of rare and endangered species such as the Jaguar and the
Guianan Cock-of-the-Rock will also be monitored. If populations of indicator, rare, or
endangered species are shown to be in decline, proper measures will be taken to
identify the reason for the decline and alternative management strategies to ensure the
long-term health of populations will be developed and incorporated into the CSNR
management plan and operation.
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Success and failure will be determined in part by monitoring relative changes in forest
cover and human presence in the Reserve. Satellite imagery will indicate whether the
landscape integrity of CSNR remains secure with no significant change in habitat
block size. Demographic assessments will indicate the rate of encroachment of CSNR
by resource extractors and illegal settlers. Indicators of the Reserve's policing and
enforcement success will be that no illegal settlement occurs within CSNR.

b. Administrative arrangements for monitoring property

Biennial surveys to monitor impacted areas within priority protected areas are
imperative in order to maintain their integrity, and ensure that protected areas
operations are necessary to mitigate threat.  The monitoring of impacted areas within
the CSNR is the responsibility of the Nature Conservation Division of the Suriname
Forest Service within the Ministry of Natural Resources. The Nature Conservation
Division works in close collaboration with the National Herbarium and National
Zoological Collections, the National Environmental Research Center at the University
of Suriname,  STINASU, Conservation International, WWF and NIMOS National
Instituut for Environment and Development in Suriname.
 
Further monitoring of the CSNR and Sipaliwini Nature Reserve will be carried out
through the use of satellite imagery. In cases where cloud cover becomes a major
issue, radar data will be used to show changes in forest cover. This information will
be compared with the existing land-cover map that will be refined as ground-truthing
data is collected and compiled. Periodic comparisons over time (initially every 5
years) will be carried out to see what kind of regional changes have occurred. If
incursions are identified, a plan will be developed to deal with these land-use changes.
Further, new satellite image technologies that will become available in the next 2 to 3
years will enable Suriname to detect landscape changes at a much higher resolution
than has been possible in the past.

c. Results of previous reporting exercises.

Not applicable.
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7. DOCUMENTATION

a. Photographs, slides and, where available, film/video
Will be submitted separately.

b. Copies of property management plans and extracts of other plans
relevant to the property

Management Plan of the pre-existing Raleighvallen Nature Reserve
-Reichart H. A. 1993, Raleighvallen/Voltzberg Nature Reserve Management
Plan 1993 -1997. LBB, STINASU, WWF.

President of the Republic of Suriname, Drs. J. A. Wijdenbosch and President
Conservation International, Dr R. Mittermeier, 1998. Memorandum of Understanding.
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d. Address where inventory, records and archives are held.

(i) Head of the  Surinam Forest Service,
Att.: Head Nature Conservation Division
Cornelis Jongbawstraat # 10,
POBox: 436
Tel.: (+597) 479431 or  471316
Fax.: (+597) 422555 or 410256
Email: lbbnb@sr.net

(ii) University of Suriname,
 The National Herbarium, POBox 9212
 Leysweg, Paramaribo, Suriname,
 Tel./ Fax.:  (+597) 464151,
 Email: bbs@cq-link.sr

(iii)  University of Suriname,
 The National Zoological Collection
 Leysweg, Paramaribo, Suriname,
 Tel./Fax.: (+597) 494756,
 Email: nzcs@cq-link.sr

(iv)  Conservation International Suriname
 Gravenstraat # 17,

 POBox.:2420
 Paramaribo, Suriname
 Tel.: (+597) 421305
 Fax.: (+597) 421172
 Email: cisgravn@sr.net

(v) The Foundation for Nature Preservation in Suriname (STINASU)
 Cornelis Jongbawstraat # 12,
 Paramaribo, Ssuriname,
 Tel.: (+597) 476597
 Fax.: (+597) 421850
 Email: stinasu@sr.net
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(vi) The National Institute for Environment and Development in Suriname
(NIMOS)
Flustraat # 35,
Paramaribo, Suriname,
Tel.: (+597) 431130
Fax: (+597) 499987
Email: nimos@sr.net

8. SIGNATURE ON BEHALF OF THE STATE PARTY.

 Signed on behalf of the Government of the Republic of Suriname,

_________________________________________

Full name: Ir. S. REDJOSENTONO
Title: Minister of Natural Resources a.i.
Date: July 1999
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WORLD HERITAGE NOMINATION – IUCN TECHNICAL EVALUATION 

 
CENTRAL SURINAME NATURE RESERVE (SURINAME) 

 

1. DOCUMENTATION 
 

i) IUCN/WCMC Data Sheet:  (15 references) 
 
ii) Additional Literature Consulted:  BOS Foundation. 1996. The Guyana Shield – Recent 

Developments and Alternatives for Sustainable Development. Newsletter 15(2). September;  
UNDP. 2000. Conservation of Globally Significant Forest Ecosystems in Suriname’s Guyana 
Shield. Programme Document;  Sitzer, N. and R. Rice. 1995. Backs to the Wall in Suriname: 
Forest Policy in a Country in Crisis. WRI;  Peres, C. and J. Terbourgh. 1995. Amazonian Nature 
Reserves:  An Analysis of the Defensibility Status of Existing Conservation Units and Design 
Criteria for the Future. Conservation Biology. 9(1) February;  FAO/UNEP. 1995. Protected Area 
Systems in the Amazon. (English translation of report);  Davis, S. D. et. al. 1997. Centres of Plant 
Diversity. Vol. 3. WWF/IUCN;  Bean-Douezy, J. P. et al. 1999. Neblina ed. De la Maritime;  
Harcourt, C. S. and J. Sayer. 1996. Conservation Atlas of Tropical Forests – The Americas.  
Simon and Schuster;  Dinerstein, E. et al. 1995. A Conservation Assessment of the Terrestrial 
Ecoregions of Latin America. WWF/World Bank;  CIFOR/UNESCO. 1999. World Heritage 
Forests. The World Heritage Convention as a Mechanism for Conserving Tropical Forest 
Biodiversity. Workshop Proceedings;  Prance, G. and T. Lovejoy 1985. Amazonia. Pergamon;  
Colchester, M. 1995. Forest Politics in Suriname. International Books;  Eden, M. J. 1992. Ecology 
and Land Management in Amazonia. Belhaven Press. 

 
iii) Consultations:  9 external reviewers, officials from Suriname Ministry of Natural Reserves, 

STINASU, Conservation International and WWF-Suriname 
 
iv) Field Visit:  J. Thorsell, February, 2000 

2. SUMMARY OF NATURAL VALUES 
 
The Central Suriname Nature Reserve (CSNR) comprises 1.6 mil. ha. of primary tropical forest of west-central 
Suriname, within the phylogeographic limits of Amazonia. The Reserve protects the upper watershed of the 
Coppename River and covers a range of topography and ecosystems.  The nominated site is one of the two 
largest reserves in the Guyana Shield highlands (the other being the 3 mil. ha Canaima World Heritage site in 
Venezuela).  The CSNR is of notable conservation value due to its pristine state as an uninhabited and unhunted 
region.  Its montane and lowland forests contain a high diversity of plant life with almost 6,000 vascular plant 
species collected to date.  There are also other areas of swamp forest, savannah and xerophytic vegetation on the 
granite outcrops.  The Reserve’s avifauna numbers 400 species and there are viable populations of animals 
typical of the region including jaguar, giant armadillo, giant river otter, tapir, sloths and eight species of primates.  
Much of the CSNR has yet to be inventoried and the true extent of the area’s diversity is not fully known.   
 
Several distinctive geological and physical formations occur in the site including several granite inselbergs that 
rise up to 360m above the surrounding tropical forest.  The eastern-most tepui of the Guyana Shield occurs in the 
Reserve and there is a range of hills in the south that reach 1,230m.  The CSNR was established in 1998 to link 
up three pre-existing reserves that are now incorporated in the larger site. 

3. COMPARISONS WITH OTHER AREAS 
 
Comprising 1.6 mil. ha., the CSNR covers 11% of the land surface of Suriname and is by far the largest and most 
important protected area in the country.  Compared to its neighbours, Guyana and French Guyana, the CSNR is 
much larger and more pristine than the protected areas in those countries.  Within the Guyana Biogeographical 
Province it is smaller than the existing Canaima World Heritage site (3 mil. ha.) although, only 2 mil. ha. of 
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Canaima is forested and tepui-dominated.  Canaima has much more varied scenery and topography that the 
CSNR and displays more dramatically the natural features of the Guyana Shield and “pantepui system”.  The 
CSNR is also much smaller than the 3.5 mil. ha. transfrontier Neblina National Park(s) between Brazil and 
Venezuela.  Much of this site, however, has been adversely affected by illegal gold mining and human settlement. 
 
Although the area of the CSNR is not within the Amazonian watershed, it is mostly covered with Amazon basin 
vegetation(e.g. Hylea amazonica) and is within the phytogeographic limits of Amazonia.  Within this region, 
where the planet’s most extensive and diverse tropical forests remain, three natural World Heritage sites have 
been inscribed:  Sangay (Ecuador), Rio Abiseo (Peru), and Manu (Peru).  Two others have been nominated for 
evaluation in 2000:  Jaú (Brazil) and Noel Kempff (Bolivia).  In 1996 there were 60 protected areas (IUCN 
Category I and II) in the Amazon basin, most of which are globally significant (see Map 1) but there is no easy 
formula for identifying the sites which would be the “most outstanding”. Various attempts to assign priorities 
among these have been made (e.g. Dinerstein et. al. 1995).  In this study, the Amazon was divided into 34 
ecoregions, each having distinctive feature but specific reserves were not given ratings. 
 
Granitic dome structures are found in several other World Heritage sites including Huangshan (China), 
Yakushima (Japan) and in the newly nominated Kinabalu Park (Malaysia).  Although all of these are higher and 
more numerous than the domes found in CSNR, the geological origins are distinct.  

To conclude, the CSNR has a number of attributes that distinguish it from other reserves in the region: (1) its size 
makes it one of the 10 largest tropical forest reserves in the Amazon/Guyana Shield region; (2) its floristic 
composition, due to its location on the eastern edge of the precambrian Guyana Shield, contains an assemblage of 
species with substantial differences with the rest of the region; (3) it is of particular importance for several rare 
faunal species such as Cock-of-the Rock and Giant Otter; (4) it contains the distinctive geological feature of 
granite domes and additional relief provided by a tepui and the Wilhelmina mountain range; and  (5) it is one of 
the very few undisturbed forest areas in the Amazonian region with no inhabitants and no human use. 

4. INTEGRITY 
 
Although large parts of the Guyana Shield and Amazon regions are being rapidly transformed by logging, 
hunting, mining and settlement, the CSNR remains inaccessible, largely unaffected and unthreatened by human 
activity.  However, as development pressures build around the reserve it is likely that, in future, threats may arise.  
For example, 60-100km to the north and west of the CSNR mining and logging concessions are being given 
mainly to multi-national companies.  There is currently some small-scale mining in reserves to the east of the 
reserve and a major bauxite deposit is known to exist to the west in the Bakhuis hills. 
 
While the aforementioned concessions lie outside of the CSNR’s watershed, vigilance is needed to ensure that 
future development activity is not expanded into areas critical to maintaining ecological functions within it.  This 
is necessary to foreclose the risk mercury contamination within the Reserve or alteration of vital hydrological 
functions through water abstraction and sedimentation.  Increased human activity and traffic that will come with 
the development of concessions could also pose a threat.  A buffer zone would help ensure that any development 
is strictly controlled.  Satellite image monitoring will be used to identify any changes in regional forest cover. 
 
As is the case with all of Suriname’s protected areas system the CSNR suffers from a general lack of resources 
and capacity within government agencies to enforce its protected area status or provide the necessary park 
management infrastructure.  The remoteness of the CSNR has thus far protected it, but this same factor has also 
slowed the government’s conservation activities there.  Of the three existing protected areas that were linked to 
form the CSNR, only the Raleighvallen Natural Reserve has infrastructure for park management and a 
management plan.  Preparation of a plan for the whole reserve has commenced.  This process will take some time 
as consultations with the local communities (residing 60-100km outside the CSNR) are being undertaken . 
 
To ensure the necessary capacity and long-term financing to manage the CSNR (and Suriname’s other protected 
areas), the Government of Suriname, Conservation International and UNDP/GEF have commenced a 6 year 
project.  The project focuses on capacity building and provision of facilities on site.  Over US$1 mil. has been 
invested to date with a total of US$18 mil. being provided in a trust fund which will be managed by the newly-
formed Suriname Conservation Foundation. 

5. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 
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The creation of the CSNR has encouraged the French government’s plans to create the Parc du Guyane in the 
southern section of French Guyana.  The Government of Guyana has also recently expanded the extent of the 
Kaieteur National Park.  There may be considerable opportunities for regional cooperation between the three 
countries in terms of a conservation corridor through the region (although all 3 of these sites are not contiguous). 

6. APPLICATION OF WORLD HERITAGE CRITERIA 
 
CSNR was nominated under all four natural criteria.  CSNR is complementary to an existing World Heritage site 
in the same Biogeographical Province (Canaima).  It is a strong candidate for inscription under natural criteria 
(ii) and (iv): 
 
Criterion (ii):  Ecological processes 
 
The CSNR conserves a large portion of the easternmost portion of the Guyana Shield, an ancient, mineral-dense 
layer of the earth’s crust, formerly connected to the continent of Africa.  As a geologically stable speciation 
centre, this region has produced a well-defined assemblage of biota including many endemics.  The area of the 
reserve falls within one of 26 Amazonia refugia as defined in Prance and Lovejoy (1985).  The CSNR 
encompasses significant vertical relief, topography and soil conditions which have resulted in a variety of 
ecosystems.  Such ecosystem variation across environmental gradients is necessary to allow organisms within 
these ecosystems to move in response to disturbance, adapt to change, and maintain gene flow between 
populations.  The CSNR’s size, undisturbed state (a rare condition in Amazonian forest parks) and protection of 
the entire Coppename watershed will allow long-term functioning of the ecosystem.  IUCN considers that the 
nominated site meets this criterion. 
 
Criterion (iv):  Biodiversity and threatened species 
 
Although much basic inventory work remains to be done in the unexplored portions of the CSNR, it is clear that 
the Reserve is a major reservoir for biota of the region.  The CSNR is globally significant for its high diversity of 
plant life (6,000 vascular plant species, 8 primate species), a number of which are endemic to the Guyana Shield 
and are threatened.  IUCN considers that the nominated site meets this criterion. 
 
The case for natural criteria (i) and (iii) was not convincingly made in the nomination document and both these 
criteria are better demonstrated in the Canaima World Heritage site.  Although there are high geological values 
and scenic values in the CSNR, there are considered secondary to its primary natural values under (ii) and (iv). 
 
The site meets all related “conditions of integrity” as described in Operational Guidelines paragraph 44(vi) but 
early completion and implementation of the management plan should be encouraged.  

7. RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Bureau recommended to the Committee that the Central Suriname Nature Reserve be inscribed on the 
World Heritage list under natural criteria (ii) and (iv).  The Bureau noted that the site encompasses significant 
vertical relief, topography and soil conditions that have resulted in a variety of ecosystems.  This ecosystem 
variation allows organisms within these ecosystems to move in response to disturbance, adapt to change, and 
maintain gene flow between populations.  The site’s size, undisturbed state (in general a rare condition in 
Amazonian forest parks) and protection of the entire Coppename watershed will allow long-term functioning of 
the ecosystem. The site contains a high diversity of plant and animal species, many of which are endemic to the 
Guyana Shield and are globally threatened. 
 
The Bureau encouraged the completion of the management plan for the Reserve and commended the State Party 
and its partners for establishing the US$ 18 Million trust fund to support protection of the site, which could serve 
as a model for other sites 
 



 

80 Central Suriname Nature Reserve (Suriname) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Map 1:  Location Map – Central Suriname Nature Reserve 
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Map 2:  Site Map – Central Suriname Nature Reserve 
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CANDIDATURE AU PATRIMOINE MONDIAL - ÉVALUATION TECHNIQUE UICN 

 
RÉSERVE NATURELLE DU SURINAME CENTRAL (SURINAME) 

 
 
 
1. DOCUMENTATION 
 

i) Fiches techniques UICN/WCMC (15 références) 
 
ii) Littérature consultée: BOS Foundation. 1996. The Guyana Shield – Recent Developments and 

Alternatives for Sustainable Development. Newsletter 15(2). September;  UNDP. 2000. Conservation of 
Globally Significant Forest Ecosystems in Suriname’s Guyana Shield. Programme Document;  Sitzer, N. 
and R. Rice. 1995. Backs to the Wall in Suriname: Forest Policy in a Country in Crisis. WRI;  Peres, C. 
and J. Terbourgh. 1995. Amazonian Nature Reserves:  An Analysis of the Defensibility Status of Existing 
Conservation Units and Design Criteria for the Future. Conservation Biology. 9(1) February;  
FAO/UNEP. 1995. Protected Area Systems in the Amazon. (English translation of report);  Davis, S. D. 
et. al. 1997. Centres of Plant Diversity. Vol. 3. WWF/IUCN;  Bean-Douezy, J. P. et al. 1999. Neblina 
ed. De la Maritime;  Harcourt, C. S. and J. Sayer. 1996. Conservation Atlas of Tropical Forests – The 
Americas.  Simon and Schuster;  Dinerstein, E. et al. 1995. A Conservation Assessment of the 
Terrestrial Ecoregions of Latin America. WWF/World Bank;  CIFOR/UNESCO. 1999. World 
Heritage Forests. The World Heritage Convention as a Mechanism for Conserving Tropical Forest 
Biodiversity. Workshop Proceedings;  Prance, G. and T. Lovejoy 1985. Amazonia. Pergamon;  
Colchester, M. 1995. Forest Politics in Suriname. International Books;  Eden, M. J. 1992. Ecology and 
Land Management in Amazonia. Belhaven Press. 

 
iii) Consultations:  9 évaluateurs indépendants, fonctionnaires du ministère des Réserves naturelles du 

Suriname, STINASU, Conservation International et WWF-Suriname. 
 
iv) Visite du site:  Jim Thorsell, février 2000. 

 
2. RÉSUMÉ DES CARACTÉRISTIQUES NATURELLES 
 
La Réserve naturelle du Suriname central (RNSC) couvre 1,6 million d’hectares de forêt primaire tropicale au centre-
ouest du Suriname, dans les limites phylogéographiques de l’Amazonie. La Réserve protège le haut bassin versant du 
fleuve Coppename et contient toute une gamme de reliefs et d’écosystèmes. Le site proposé est une des deux plus 
grandes réserves des plateaux du bouclier guyanais (l’autre étant le Bien du patrimoine mondial de Canaima, au 
Venezuela, qui couvre 3 millions d’hectares). La RNSC est importante pour la conservation en raison de son état de 
région inhabitée, intacte, où il n’y a pas de chasse. Les forêts de montagne et de plaine contiennent une grande diversité 
de plantes avec près de 6000 espèces de plantes vasculaires répertoriées à ce jour. Il y a aussi des régions de forêt 
marécageuse, de savane et de végétation xérophyte sur les affleurements granitiques. L’avifaune de la réserve comprend 
400 espèces et il y a des populations viables d’animaux typiques de la région tels que le jaguar, le tatou géant, la loutre 
géante, le tapir, les paresseux et huit espèces de primates. Une bonne partie de la RNSC doit encore être inventoriée et 
l’étendue réelle de la diversité de la région n’est pas totalement connue. 
 
On trouve dans le site plusieurs formations géologiques et physiques distinctes dont plusieurs inselbergs de granit qui 
s’élèvent jusqu’à 360 mètres au-dessus de la forêt tropicale. Le tepui le plus à l’est du bouclier guyanais se trouve dans 
la réserve et dans le sud, il y a une série de collines qui atteignent 1230 mètres. La RNSC a été créée en 1998 afin de 
relier trois réserves préexistantes qui sont maintenant incorporées dans le site. 
 
3. COMPARAISON AVEC D’AUTRES AIRES PROTÉGÉES 
 
Couvrant 1,6 million d’hectares, la RNSC occupe 11% du territoire terrestre du Suriname et c’est de loin, l’aire protégée 
la plus grande et la plus importante du pays. Si l’on établit une comparaison avec les pays voisins, la RNSC est 
beaucoup plus vaste et beaucoup plus intacte que les aires protégées du Guyana et de la Guyane française. Dans la 
province biogéographique guyanaise, elle est plus petite que le Bien du patrimoine mondial de Canaima (3 millions 
d’hectares) mais seuls 2 millions d’hectares de Canaima sont couverts de forêt et dominés par des tepuis. Canaima 
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présente un paysage et un relief beaucoup plus variés que ceux de la RNSC, et met en valeur de manière beaucoup plus 
spectaculaire les caractéristiques naturelles du bouclier guyanais et du système de «pantepui». La RNSC est aussi 
beaucoup plus petite que les parcs nationaux transfrontières Neblina qui couvrent 3,5 millions d’hectares entre le Brésil 
et le Venezuela mais ces derniers ont, pour l’essentiel, été dégradés par l’exploitation illicite de l’or et les établissements 
humains. 
 
Bien que la RNSC ne soit pas dans le bassin versant amazonien, elle est surtout couverte de végétation du bassin 
amazonien (par exemple Hylea amazonica) et se trouve dans les limites phytogéographiques de l’Amazonie. Dans cette 
région, où les forêts tropicales les plus vastes et les plus diverses du monde subsistent encore, trois biens du patrimoine 
mondial ont été inscrits: Sangay (Équateur), Rio Abiseo (Pérou) et Manu (Pérou). Deux autres sont proposés pour 
évaluation en 2000: Jaú (Brésil) et Noel Kempff Mercado (Bolivie). En 1996, il y avait 60 aires protégées (Catégories I 
et II UICN) dans le bassin de l’Amazone qui, pour la plupart, sont d’importance mondiale (voir carte 1 ci-après) mais il 
n’existe pas de panacée pour identifier les sites les «plus exceptionnels». Diverses tentatives visant à assigner des 
priorités ont été faites (par exemple Dinerstein et al., 1995). Dans cette étude, l’Amazone était divisée en 34 écorégions 
qui avaient chacune des caractéristiques distinctes mais aucun classement n’a été fait pour les réserves spécifiques. 
 
On trouve des structures en dôme granitique dans plusieurs autres biens du patrimoine mondial, y compris Huangshan 
(Chine), Yakushima (Japon) et dans le Parc proposé du Kinabalu (Malaisie). Bien qu’elles soient, dans tous ces cas, plus 
hautes et plus nombreuses que les dômes de la RNSC, l’origine géologique n’est pas la même. 
 
En conclusion, la RNSC présente un certain nombre de caractéristiques qui la distinguent des autres réserves de la 
région: 1) par sa taille, elle est l’une des 10 plus grandes réserves de forêt tropicale de la région de l’Amazone et du 
bouclier guyanais; 2) sa composition floristique, en raison de son emplacement à l’extrémité orientale du bouclier 
guyanais précambrien, présente un assemblage d’espèces aux différences substantielles par rapport au reste de la région; 
3) elle est d’importance particulière pour plusieurs espèces de faune rares telles que le coq-de- roche et la loutre géante; 
4) elle contient les caractéristiques géologiques distinctives des dômes granitiques et un relief supplémentaire, un tepui, 
dans la cordillère de Wilhelmina; et 5) dans la région amazonienne, c’est une des très rares régions de forêts non 
perturbées, inhabitée et inutilisée par l’homme. 
 
4. INTÉGRITÉ 
 
Alors que de vastes régions du bouclier guyanais et de l’Amazone sont en transformation rapide du fait de l’exploitation 
du bois, de la chasse, de l’exploitation minière et des établissements humains, la RNSC reste inaccessible, 
essentiellement intacte et n’est pas menacée par les activités anthropiques. Toutefois, à mesure que les pressions du 
développement s’intensifient autour de la réserve, il est probable que des menaces se feront sentir. Par exemple, à 60-
100 kilomètres au nord et à l’ouest de la RNSC, des concessions minières et d’exploitation du bois sont accordées, 
principalement à des entreprises multinationales. Il y a actuellement une petite exploitation minière dans les réserves à 
l’est de la réserve et l’on sait qu’il existe un grand dépôt de bauxite à l’ouest des collines Bakhuis. 
 
Les concessions mentionnées ci-dessous se trouvent en dehors du bassin versant de la RNSC mais la vigilance est de 
mise pour empêcher la propagation des activités de développement dans des régions d’importance critique pour le 
maintien des fonctions écologiques de la réserve. Cette vigilance est indispensable pour prévenir le risque de 
contamination au mercure dans la réserve ou la modification des fonctions hydrologiques vitales par le prélèvement 
d’eau et la sédimentation. Le développement des activités anthropiques et de transport qui accompagne la mise en valeur 
des concessions serait également une menace. L’établissement d’une zone tampon serait utile pour garantir une maîtrise 
stricte de toute forme de développement. La surveillance par imagerie satellite sera utilisée pour identifier tout 
changement dans la couverture forestière régionale. 
 
Comme c’est le cas pour toutes les aires protégées du Suriname, la RNSC souffre d’une pénurie généralisée de 
ressources et de capacités au sein des agences gouvernementales qui empêche l’application des réglements liés au statut 
d’aire protégée et explique l’absence d’infrastructure de gestion nécessaire au parc. Jusqu’ici, la RNSC a été protégée 
par son éloignement mais celui-ci a aussi eu pour effet de ralentir les activités de conservation publiques dans la réserve. 
Des trois aires protégées existantes qui ont été reliées pour former la RNSC, seule la Réserve naturelle de Raleighvallen 
présente une infrastructure et un plan de gestion. Les préparatifs d’un plan pour l’ensemble de la réserve sont 
commencés; le processus prendra du temps car il faudra organiser des consultations avec les communautés locales (qui 
résident dans un rayon de 60 à 100 kilomètres en dehors de la RNSC).  
 
Afin de garantir la capacité nécessaire et le financement à long terme pour la gestion de la RNSC (et des autres aires 
protégées du Suriname), le gouvernement du Suriname, Conservation International et le PNUD/FEM ont lancé un projet 
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de six ans qui s’intéresse au renforcement des capacités et à la fourniture d’installations sur le site. Plus de USD 1 
million ont été investis à ce jour et un total de USD 18 millions sont versés dans un fonds d’affectation qui sera géré par 
la nouvelle Fondation de conservation du Suriname. 
 
5. AUTRES COMMENTAIRES 
 
La création de la RNSC a encouragé le Gouvernement français à créer le Parc de Guyane dans la partie sud de la 
Guyane française. Le gouvernement du Guyana a également récemment agrandi la superficie du Parc national de 
Kaieteur. Il y a peut-être là une occasion formidable de coopération régionale entre les trois pays avec la création 
éventuelle d’un corridor de conservation dans toute la région (bien que les trois sites ne soient pas contigus). 
 
6. APPLICATION DES CRITÈRES DU PATRIMOINE MONDIAL 
 
L’inscription de la RNSC est proposée au titre des quatre critères. Elle complète un bien du patrimoine mondial existant 
dans la même Province biogéographique (Canaima). C’est une bonne candidate à l’inscription sur la base des critères 
naturels (ii) et (iv): 
 
Critère (ii): processus écologiques  
  
La RNSC contient une vaste portion du secteur le plus à l’est du bouclier guyanais, une couche ancienne, riche en 
minerais, de la croûte terrestre, autrefois reliée à l’Afrique continentale. En tant que centre de spéciation géologiquement 
stable, la région a produit un ensemble bien défini de faune et de flore, y compris de nombreuses espèces endémiques. 
La superficie couverte par la réserve se trouve dans l’un des 26 refuges amazoniens définis par Prance et Lovejoy 
(1985). La RNSC comprend un relief vertical, une topographie et des conditions de sols importants qui ont donné 
naissance à toute une gamme d’écosystèmes. Une telle variation des écosystèmes sur tous les gradients écologiques est 
nécessaire afin de permettre aux organismes de se déplacer pour faire face aux perturbations, s’adapter aux changements 
et pour maintenir l’échange génétique entre les populations. La superficie de la RNSC, son état non perturbé (ce qui est 
rare dans les parcs forestiers d’Amazonie) et la protection de l’ensemble du bassin versant de la Coppename permettront 
le fonctionnement à long terme de l’écosystème. L’UICN considère que le site proposé remplit ce critère. 
 
Critère (iv): diversité biologique et espèces menacées 
 
Il reste, certes, un gros travail d’inventaire à réaliser dans les portions non explorées de la RNSC mais il est clair que 
celle-ci est un réservoir essentiel pour la faune et la flore et la région. La RNSC est importante à l’échelle mondiale pour 
la grande diversité des espèces (6000 espèces de plantes vasculaires, 8 espèces de primates), dont un certain nombre 
sont endémiques au bouclier guyanais et sont menacées. L’UICN considère que le site proposé remplit ce critère. 
 
Les critères naturels (i) et (iii) ne sont pas justifiés de manière convaincante dans le dossier et les deux critères sont 
mieux illustrés dans le Bien du patrimoine mondial de Canaima. Bien que la RNSC présente de grandes valeurs 
géologiques et paysagères, celles-ci sont considérées comme secondaires par rapport aux valeurs évoquées au titre des 
critères (ii) et (iv). 
 
Le site satisfait à toutes les «conditions d’intégrité» connexes décrites au paragraphe 44 (vi) des Orientations mais il 
serait bon d’encourager le travail de préparation du plan de gestion et la mise en œuvre de celui-ci. 

7. RECOMMANDATION 
 
Le Bureau recommande au Comité d’inscrire la Réserve naturelle du Suriname central sur la Liste du patrimoine 
mondial sur la base des critères (ii) et (iv). Le Bureau a noté que le site comprend un relief vertical, une topographie et 
des conditions de sols importants qui ont donné naissance à toute une gamme d’écosystèmes. Cette variation des 
écosystèmes permet aux organismes de se déplacer à l’intérieur des ces écosystèmes pour faire face aux perturbations, 
s’adapter aux changements et maintenir l’échange génétique entre les populations. La superficie de la RNSC, son état 
non perturbé (ce qui est rare dans les parcs forestiers d’Amazonie) et la protection de l’ensemble du bassin versant de la 
Coppename permettront le fonctionnement à long terme de l’écosystème. Le site contient une grande diversité d’espèces 
animales et végétales, dont beaucoup sont endémiques au bouclier guyanais et menacées mondialement. 
 
Le Bureau encourage l’État partie à terminer le Plan de gestion de la Réserve et le félicite, ainsi que ses partenaires, 
pour avoir établi le Fonds d’affectation de 18 millions US$ qui soutient la protection du site : cette réalisation pourrait 
servir de modèle pour d’autres sites. 
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Carte 1: Localisation – Réserve naturelle du Suriname central 
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Carte 2: Carte du site – Réserve naturelle du Suriname central 
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