
WHC Nomination Documentation 
 
File Name:   1004.pdf       UNESCO Region:  ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SITE NAME:  Imperial Tombs of the Ming and Qing Dynasties 
 
DATE OF INSCRIPTION:   2nd December 2000 
 
STATE PARTY: CHINA 
 
CRITERIA: C (i) (ii) (iii) (iv) (vi) 
 
DECISION OF THE WORLD HERITAGE COMMITTEE: 
 
Criterion (i):The harmonious integration of remarkable architectural groups in a natural environment chosen to meet the 
criteria of geomancy (Fengshui) makes the Ming and Qing Imperial Tombs masterpieces of human creative genius.  
 
Criteria (ii), (iii) and (iv):The imperial mausolea are outstanding testimony to a cultural and architectural tradition that for 
over five hundred years dominated this part of the world; by reason of their integration into the natural environment, 
they make up a unique ensemble of cultural landscapes. 
 
Criterion (vi):The Ming and Qing Tombs are dazzling illustrations of the beliefs, world view, and geomantic theories of 
Fengshui prevalent in feudal China. They have served as burial edifices for illustrious personages and as the theatre for 
major events that have marked the history of China.  
 
The Committee took note, with appreciation, of the State Party's intention to nominate the Mingshaoling Mausoleum at 
Nanjing (Jiangsu Province) and the Changping complex in the future as an extention to the Imperial Tombs of the Ming 
and Qing dynasties. 
 
 
BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS 
 
The Ming and Qing imperial tombs are natural sites modified by human influence, carefully chosen according to the 
principles of geomancy (Fengshui) to house numerous buildings of traditional architectural design and decoration. They 
illustrate the continuity over five centuries of a world view and concept of power specific to feudal China. 
 
 
 
 
1.b  State, Province or Region:      Multiple locations: 
                                                    1. Zhongxiang, Province de Hubei 
                                                    2. Baoding, Province de Hebei 
                                                    3. Zunhua, Comté de Yixian,Province 
 
 
1.d  Exact location:        
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    Imperial tombs of the Ming and  
    Qing dynasties (China)  
 
    No 1004 
 
 
 
 

 

Identification 

Nomination Imperial tombs of the Ming and Qing 
Dynasties: 
1. Ming Dynasty tombs at Xianling, 
2. Western Qing tombs 
3. Eastern Qing tombs  

 
Location  1. Zhongxiang, Hubei Province 

  2. Baoding, Hebei Province 
   3. Zunhua, Yixian County, Hebei 
    Province 
 
State Party  People's Republic of China 
 
Date   26 July 1999 
 

 

 

Justification by State Party 

[Note: the following text is an abbreviated version of the 
justification given in the nomination for inscription.] 

The dynasties of feudal China prescribed the building of 
very elaborate mausolea as an expression of "filial piety." 
Considerable resources and labour were devoted to the 
construction of gigantic tombs for dead emperors and 
their relatives. These mausoleums illustrate the religious 
convictions, beliefs, political ideas, and aesthetics of the 
time. They also reflect the economic situation, the level 
of science and technology achieved, and the architectural 
skills of the period.   

The imperial tombs of the Ming and Qing Dynasties are 
made up of ten building complexes constructed over a 
period of more than five centuries. At their most distant, 
they are over 1000km apart, although most are situated in 
the Beijing region.  

The State Party considers these edifices to be a testimony 
to a civilization, architecture, and approach to 
landscaping that belong to a single tradition and therefore 
to justify inscription as a group. Only three tomb groups 
are nominated, however, two of which form the entirety 
of the Qing Dynasty tombs. The State Party considers 
that other sites, despite their identical historical and 
cultural significance, do not meet the criteria for 
inscription on the World Heritage List.  
        Criteria i, ii, iii, iv, v, and vi 

 

Category of property 

In terms of the categories of cultural property set out in 
Article 1 of the 1972 World Heritage Convention, this is 
a group of buildings and their sites. These also constitute 
cultural landscapes as defined in paragraph 39 of the 
Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the 
World Heritage Convention 

 

History and Description 

From time immemorial, the rulers of China have attached 
great importance to the building of imposing mausolea 
reflecting not only the general belief in an afterlife but 
also as an affirmation of authority.  

When the Ming Dynasty came to power (1368), an 
overall design was adopted which, with minor variations, 
was to be faithfully followed by successive emperors, 
including those of the Qing Dynasty (from 1644).  

This overall design was characterized by the attempt to 
achieve great harmony between a natural site meeting 
certain precise selection criteria and a complex of 
buildings fulfilling codified functions.  

The natural site, a plain or broad valley, must offer the 
perspective of a mountain range to the north, against 
which the tombs would be built, with a lower elevation to 
the south. It must be framed on the east and west by 
chains of hills, and feature at least one waterway. 
Geomancy (fengshui) categorizes such a site as "the land 
of the four divinities" and considers it to be an ideal place 
of residence for both the living and the dead.  

In order to harmonize with the natural setting, a number 
of buildings are constructed along a main access road 
several kilometres in length, known as the Way of the 
Spirits, which may branch off into secondary Ways 
leading to other mausolea. An entrance portico with up to 
five doors marks the beginning of the Way of the Spirits, 
which subsequently passes through or alongside a 
number of buildings, in particular a reception pavilion, a 
pavilion housing the stele of Divine Merits, stone 
columns and sculptures representing animals, generals, 
and ministers, in pairs. After one or more stone bridges 
and a Portico of the Dragon and the Phoenix, the sacred 
way arrives at a complex of buildings that includes a hall 
of meditation flanked by side pavilions and a Memorial 
Tower leading to the walled tumulus under which lie the 
burial chambers. 

The profound significance of the imperial tombs stems 
from this extraordinary harmony between a natural site 
with highly specific characteristics and the various 
religious buildings. This cultural landscape is imbued 
with a form of cosmogony that invests it with sacred 
status. 

1. The Xianling tombs of the Ming Dynasty.  

Situated near the town of Zhongxiang, in Hubei 
Province, over 1000km from Beijing, the site covers 87ha 
within a buffer zone of 226ha. 

The first work on the mausoleum was carried out by 
Xing, who planned to be buried there. On genealogical 
grounds, he was declared emperor posthumously in 1519. 
Further work was then undertaken to bring the tomb into 
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harmony with the standards of the Ming Dynasty and to 
create a second tumulus to house the burial chambers of 
his family, including the empress. The work lasted from 
1519 to 1566 and was to lead to the construction of an 
unusual feature in the form of the Crescent Castle, which 
links the tumuli of the two mortuary citadels.  

The site is over four centuries old and has suffered 
damage over that period, remedied by recent restoration 
that has revived all its former harmony. The Way of the 
Spirits is intact, as is most of the perimeter wall. The 
foundations of certain buildings have been uncovered. 
The Portico of the Dragon and the Phoenix has been 
restored, as has the Memorial Tower.  

The Xianling mausoleum is associated in Chinese 
memory with the "ritual dispute" that marked the 
posthumous recognition of the emperor. The decision 
was contested by certain members of the court, a stand 
which led to their downfall.  

2. The western Qing tombs. 

The site covers 1842ha within a buffer zone of 4758ha, 
and contains 14 imperial tombs and two building 
complexes: the Yongfu Tibetan Buddhist temple and the 
temporary palace where the imperial family resided when 
it came to honour its ancestors. The site lies some 120km 
from Beijing and much building work was carried out 
there from 1730 to the beginning of the 20th century. The 
natural setting is extremely beautiful, in large part owing 
to the forest of elegant centuries-old pines.  

3. The eastern Qing tombs.  

This 224 hectare site some 120km east of Beijing, within 
a vast buffer zone of 7800ha, is particularly spectacular. 
It contains 15 mausolea in which 161 bodies were buried 
– emperors, empresses, concubines, and princesses. 
Among them are the Emperors Kangxi and Qianlong, 
remembered as great sovereigns who actively promoted 
the development of China, and the Dowager Empress 
Cixi, who ruled the Empire through intermediaries 
throughout the second half of the 19th century.  

The underground burial chambers of the mausoleum of 
Emperor Qianlong were made accessible when they were 
broken open and pillaged by a warlord in 1928. They 
consist of nine vaulted rooms and four stone doors. The 
walls are covered with Buddhist-inspired bas-reliefs that 
are masterpieces in themselves.  

 

Management and protection 

Legal status 

All the nominated heritage sites are placed under the 
strictest legal and regulatory protection. Any 
interventions within the perimeter of absolute protection 
are subject to authorization by the national authorities 
responsible for the protection of national heritage.  

The Xianling mausoleum of the Ming Dynasty is 
protected by provincial regulations dating from 1956 and 
national regulations dating from 1988. 

The western and eastern Qing tombs are subject to 
national regulations updated in 1961.  

 

- Perimeters and buffer zones 

1. The Xianling mausoleum of the Ming dynasty 

The perimeter of absolute protection follows the outer 
limit of the perimeter wall. A buffer zone then stretches 
for 200m from the perimeter of protection all around the 
site.  

2. The western Qing tombs 

The perimeter of protection covers all the important areas 
and the historic buildings. The buffer zone (restrictions 
on construction) covers a vast area of open parkland 
(4758ha). A review carried out at the time of the 
ICOMOS expert mission evaluation led to the extension 
of the buffer zone to the south and south-west along the 
crests of the neighbouring hills.  

3. The eastern Qing tombs 

A perimeter of absolute protection extends 10m from the 
outer perimeter of each building. This area forms part of 
a vast buffer zone (7800ha) covering all the surrounding 
landscape.  

Management 

Management responsibilities are divided between the 
national and provincial levels, which provide overall 
supervision and restoration funds, and the municipal 
level, which is responsible for the actual site 
management. Numerous skilled teams are constantly to 
be seen at work carrying out the site management plan, 
which includes regular maintenance.  

1. The Xianling mausoleum of the Ming dynasty 

The site is managed by a team of 45 people, of whom 15 
are qualified conservation professionals.  

2. The western Qing tombs 

The site is managed by a team of 150 people, of whom 
some fifty are assigned to restoration/conservation work.  

3. The eastern Qing tombs 

Management of the site is linked with that of a nearby 
workers' holiday centre, with all the positive synergies 
this implies. The site as such is managed by a team of 
125 people, including 90 professionals.  

Training 

For centuries the same plans were followed and the same 
materials employed using the same techniques. This 
tradition is still alive today. Permanent maintenance 
teams are constantly on site. Whenever a major project is 
launched, such as the overall restoration of the Ming 
mausoleum or the Yongfu temple adjacent to the western 
Qing tombs, young people are regularly brought in to 
assist in the work and to learn the techniques from master 
craftsmen.  

Risk prevention 

Over the centuries there have been major earthquakes and 
many great storms, none of which have caused serious 
damage. The principal risk is fire, whether human in 
origin or ignited by lightning. The appropriate measures 
have been taken, from the installation of lightning rods 
on all buildings and provision of fire extinguishers and 
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water cisterns to the presence of a standing fire brigade 
service at the Qing tombs.  

Authenticity 

The nominated properties undoubtedly possess a very 
high degree of authenticity. Their cultural and political 
importance has justified constant surveillance over the 
centuries: thousands of soldiers were once assigned to 
guarding the tombs. The sites have also enjoyed regular 
maintenance coupled with scrupulous respect for 
tradition as regards plans, materials, and techniques, all 
the more remarkable when it is remembered that, at the 
same time, building work was going ahead on new 
mausolea. The recent restoration of the Yongfu temple, 
adjacent to the Qing tombs, adheres in every respect to 
the highest standards.   

Should fire or storm destroy a structure, it is generally 
rebuilt to the original plan, working from impeccable 
documentary sources. In the case of the restoration of the 
Xianling mausoleum in Zhongxiang, the decision was 
taken, quite justifiably, to proceed with caution and to go 
no further than highlighting the essential features of the 
foundations in order to grasp the significance and 
aesthetic concept of the historic site, without unnecessary 
reconstruction.  

The importance of the sites has ensured the retention of 
detailed documentation and archives. Site managers have 
all the basic documentation needed for their maintenance 
operations, while the complete archives are kept at the 
headquarters of the national heritage agency.  

 

Evaluation 

Action by ICOMOS 

An ICOMOS expert mission visited the sites in January 
2000.  

Comparative analysis 

In relation to the history of China, the Ming and Qing 
tombs represent remarkable continuity over five 
centuries. They are distinct, however, from the mausolea 
of earlier dynasties. The imperial tombs of the Zhou 
Dynasty consisted of underground burial chambers with 
no above-ground structures. The imperial tombs of the 
Qin and Han Dynasties around Xian, typified by the 
mausoleum of the Emperor Shihuangdi, were 
characterized by the raising of a gigantic earthen mound 
in the form of an inverted dou (recipient for measuring 
grain). The mausolea of the Tang Dynasty were built in 
hilly terrain, with the burial chambers dug into the 
hillside. The emperors of the Yuan Dynasty were buried 
in very deep graves and all external signs were expunged. 
The new model of mausoleum developed by the Ming 
Dynasty, with its rounded tumulus, is therefore a distinct 
break with the past.  

In relation to other civilizations, the mausolea in question 
are a singular manifestation of power and the quest for 
eternity. The insistence on harmony between a special 
natural setting and the buildings of the mausoleum is 
exceptional. The scale of the work involved and the 
mobilization of resources required invite comparison 
with the Pyramids of Egypt. 

ICOMOS recommendations for future action 

The exchange of views made possible by the visit of the 
ICOMOS mission led the authorities in charge of the 
western Qing tombs nomination to extend the perimeter 
of the buffer zone to the south and south-west, along the 
crests of the neighbouring hilltops. The authorities have 
produced a new map of the site accordingly.  

Thousands of visitors flock to the tombs each year: in 
their thousands to the Xianling mausoleum, in their 
hundreds of thousands to the eastern Qing tombs. The 
vast majority of the visitors are Chinese. Inscription on 
the World Heritage List would be expected to lead to a 
significant increase in the numbers of visitors, 
particularly foreign visitors. The attention of site 
managers was drawn to the need to deal adequately with 
these visits. Visitor reception and access facilities will no 
doubt need to be modified accordingly. The sites should 
also be properly presented in order to shed light on their 
historical dimension and their rich significance, by 
ensuring that information is also provided in foreign 
languages.  

It is important to avoid any misunderstanding as to the 
inscription of the Ming imperial tombs. Only one 
mausoleum is proposed for inscription, as the others do 
not yet meet the required criteria. The wisdom of this 
approach is worthy of praise. Among the other sites, 
however, there is the major site of Changping where 
thirteen Ming emperors are buried. The Changping site is 
close to Beijing and attracts large numbers of visitors. 
Care should be taken to avoid any confusion which might 
suggest that the Changping site is inscribed on the List. 
ICOMOS recommends that precise information should be 
issued to prevent any such misunderstanding. It also 
proposes to take note of the intention of the State Party to 
apply in due course for the inscription by extension of 
other Ming tombs – in the short term the Mingshaoling 
Mausoleum at Nanjing (Jiangsu Province) and in the 
longer term the vast Changping complex.  

 

Brief description 

The Ming and Qing imperial tombs are natural sites 
modified by man, carefully chosen according to the 
principles of geomancy (Fengshui) to house numerous 
buildings of traditional architectural design and 
decoration. They illustrate the continuity over five 
centuries of a world view and concept of power specific 
to feudal China.  

 

Recommendation 

That these properties be inscribed on the World Heritage 
List on the basis of criteria i, ii, iii, iv, and vi: 

Criterion i  The harmonious integration of 
remarkable architectural groups in a natural 
environment chosen to meet the criteria of geomancy 
(Fengshui) makes the Ming and Qing imperial tombs 
masterpieces of human creative genius.  

Criteria ii, iii, and iv   The imperial mausolea are 
outstanding testimony to a cultural and architectural 
tradition that for over five hundred years dominated 
this part of the world; by reason of their integration 
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into the natural environment, they make up a unique 
ensemble of cultural landscapes.  

Criterion vi   The Ming and Qing tombs are dazzling 
illustrations of the beliefs, world view, and geomantic 
theories of fengshui prevalent in feudal China. They 
have served as burial edifices for illustrious 
personages and as the theatre for major events that 
have marked the history of China.  

 

 

ICOMOS, September 2000 
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    Tombes impériales des dynasties 
    Ming et Qing (Chine) 
 
    No 1004 
 
 
 
 
 
Identification 
 
Bien proposé Tombes impériales des dynasties Ming 

et Qing : 
1. Tombes Xianling de la dynastie 
Ming 
2. Tombes Qing occidentales 
3. Tombes Qing orientales  

 
Lieux  Trois localisations : 

1. Zhongxiang, Province de Hubei 
2. Baoding, Province de Hebei 
3. Zunhua, Comté de Yixian, Province 
de Hebei 

 
État partie République populaire de Chine 
 
Date  juin 1999 
 
 
 
Justification émanant de l'État partie 
 
[Note Le texte ci-dessous est une version abrégée de la 
justification contenue dans le dossier de proposition 
d’inscription] 
 
Les dynasties de la Chine féodale prescrivaient 
l'aménagement de mausolées très élaborés comme forme 
d'expression de « la piété filiale ». Des ressources et une 
main d'œuvre considérables ont ainsi été affectées à la 
construction de tombeaux gigantesques pour les empereurs 
défunts et leurs proches. Ces mausolées illustrent les 
convictions religieuses, les croyances, les idées politiques 
et l'esthétique de ce temps. Ils sont aussi le reflet de la 
situation économique, du niveau scientifique et technique 
et d'un savoir-faire architectural. 
 
Les tombes impériales des dynasties Ming et Qing 
consistent en dix ensembles d'édifices aménagés au long 
d'une période de plus de cinq siècles. Leurs localisations 
les plus extrêmes sont séparées par plus de 1000 km, la 
plupart d'entre elles étant toutefois situées dans la région de 
Pékin. 
 
L'État partie considère qu'il s'agit d'un témoignage de 
civilisation, d'architecture et d'aménagement paysager 
relevant d'une même tradition, ce qui justifie une 
inscription groupée. Il ne propose toutefois que trois 
ensembles à l'inscription, dont deux comprennent toutes les 
tombes de la dynastie Qing. L'État partie considère que les 
autres sites, malgré leur identique signification historique 
et culturelle, ne répondent pas aux exigences des critères 
d'inscription sur la Liste du Patrimoine mondial. 

Critères i, ii, iii, iv, v et vi 

Catégorie de bien 
 
En termes de catégories de biens culturels, telles qu’elles 
sont définies à l'article premier de la Convention du 
Patrimoine mondial de 1972, les biens culturels proposés 
pour inscription constituent trois ensembles et leurs sites. 
Ils sont aussi des paysages culturels tel que défini au 
paragraphe 39 des Orientations devant guider la mise en 
œuvre de la Convention du patrimoine mondial.  
 
 
Histoire et Description 
 
De temps immémoriaux, les détenteurs du pouvoir en 
Chine se sont attachés à faire construire des mausolées 
importants qui traduisaient non seulement la croyance 
commune à un destin après la mort mais aussi l'affirmation 
de leur autorité.  
 
Avec l'avènement de la dynastie Ming (1368), un plan 
général fut adopté qui, moyennant des variations mineures, 
devait être fidèlement respecté par les empereurs 
successifs, y compris par les souverains de la dynastie 
Qing (à partir de 1644). 
 
Ce plan général se caractérise par la recherche d'une très 
grande harmonie entre un site naturel répondant à des 
critères de sélection précis et un ensemble d'édifices 
remplissant des fonctions codifiées. 
 
Le site naturel, une plaine ou une large vallée, doit avoir en 
perspective un ensemble montagneux au nord, auquel 
s'adosseront les tombes et auquel répondra, au sud, une 
élévation moindre. Il doit être encadré, à l'ouest et à l'est, 
d'une chaîne de collines et être parcouru par un ou 
plusieurs cours d'eau. La géomancie (Fengshui) qualifie un 
tel site comme « le pays des quatre divinités » et le 
considère comme un lieu de résidence idéale, pour les 
vivants comme pour les morts. 
 
Pour s'intégrer à ce cadre naturel, diverses constructions 
sont érigées dans l'axe d'une voie de pénétration principale 
de plusieurs kilomètres, appelée Voie des Esprits, qui peut 
avoir des ramifications en Voies secondaires menant à 
d'autres mausolées. Un portique d'entrée pouvant 
comporter jusqu'à 5 ouvertures, marque le départ de la 
Voie des Esprits qui traverse ou longe divers édifices, 
notamment : un pavillon d'accueil, un pavillon de la stèle 
des Divins Mérites, des colonnes et des sculptures de pierre 
représentant, par paires, des animaux, des généraux et des 
ministres. Après un ou plusieurs ponts de pierre et un 
Portique du Dragon et du Phénix, la voie sacrée aboutit à 
un complexe d'édifices, dont un hall de recueillement 
encadré de pavillons latéraux et une Tour Mémorial 
menant au tumulus emmuré sous lequel sont construites les 
chambres funéraires. 
 
La signification profonde des tombes impériales relève de 
cette harmonie exceptionnelle entre un site naturel aux 
caractéristiques très spéciales et les divers édifices de culte. 
Ce paysage culturel est imprégné d'une forme de 
cosmogonie qui le revêt d'un caractère sacré. 
 
1. Les tombes Xianling de la dynastie Ming 
 
Situé à proximité de la ville de Zhongxiang, dans la 
province de Hubei, à plus de 1000 km de Pékin, le site 
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compte 87 hectares, au sein d'une zone tampon de 
226 hectares. 
 
Le mausolée a fait l'objet d'un premier aménagement par 
Xing, qui comptait y être enseveli. Par ascendance 
généalogique, il fut reconnu empereur après sa mort, en 
1519. Dès lors de nouveaux aménagements seront entrepris 
pour rendre la tombe conforme aux normes de la dynastie 
Ming et pour y accueillir, dans un second tumulus, les 
chambres funéraires de ses proches, dont l'impératrice. Ces 
travaux s'étaleront de 1519 à 1566 et mèneront à 
l'édification d'une particularité avec le « Crescent Castle » 
qui relie les deux tumuli des deux citadelles mortuaires. 
 
Le site a traversé plus de quatre siècles et a subi des 
dégradations auxquelles une restauration récente a remédié 
pour lui rendre toute son harmonie ancienne. La Voie des 
Esprits est intacte, de même que la majeure partie du mur 
d'enceinte. Les fondations de certains édifices ont été 
clairement dégagées. Le portique du Dragon et du Phénix a 
été restauré, de même que la Tour Mémorial. 
 
Le mausolée Xianling est associé, dans la mémoire de la 
Chine, à la « dispute rituelle » qui a marqué la 
reconnaissance post mortem de l'empereur. Cette décision 
fut contestée par une partie des membres de la cour, ce qui 
entraîna leur perte.  
 
2. Les tombes Qing occidentales 
 
Le site couvre 1842 hectares, au sein d'une zone tampon de 
4758 hectares, et compte 14 tombes impériales et deux 
complexes d'édifices : le temple Yongfu de culte 
bouddhiste tibétain et le Palais temporaire où la famille 
impériale résidait quand elle venait honorer ses ancêtres. 
Le site est situé à quelque 120 km de Pékin et a fait l’objet 
de constructions de 1730 jusqu'au début du XXe siècle. 
L'environnement naturel est d'une grande beauté, pour 
beaucoup due à sa forêt d'élégants pins centenaires. 
 
3. Les tombes Qing orientales 
 
À quelque 120 km à l'est de Pékin, ce site de 224 hectares, 
au sein d'une vaste zone tampon de 7800 hectares, est 
particulièrement spectaculaire. Il compte 15 mausolées, où 
ont été ensevelies 161 personnes : empereurs, impératrices, 
concubines ou princesses. Notamment, les empereurs 
Kangxi et Qianlong ont laissé le souvenir de grands 
souverains ayant activement promu le développement de la 
Chine, ainsi que l'Impératrice douairière Cixi qui dirigea 
l'empire, par personnes interposées, à travers toute la 
seconde moitié du XIXe siècle. 
 
Les chambres funéraires souterraines du mausolée de 
l'empereur Qianlong ont été rendues accessibles après 
qu'elles aient été forcées et pillées par un seigneur de la 
guerre, en 1928. Elles comptent 9 pièces voûtées et 4 
portes de pierre. Les parois sont couvertes de bas reliefs 
d'inspiration bouddhiste qui sont de véritables chefs 
d'œuvre. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gestion et protection 
 
Statut juridique 
 
Tous les biens patrimoniaux proposés pour inscription sont 
placés sous les plus hautes protections légales et 
réglementaires. Toute intervention dans le périmètre de 
protection absolue est soumise à l'autorisation des autorités 
nationales en charge de la protection du patrimoine 
culturel. 
 
Le mausolée Xianling de la dynastie Ming est régit par une 
réglementation provinciale de 1956 et une réglementation 
nationale de 1988. 
 
Les tombes Qing occidentales et orientales sont soumises à 
une réglementation nationale mise à jour en 1961. 
 
Périmètre et zone tampon 
 
1. Le mausolée Xianling de la dynastie Ming 
 
Le périmètre de protection absolue suit la limite extérieure 
du mur d'enceinte. Une zone tampon est établie alentour, 
sur une distance de 200 mètres à partir du périmètre de 
protection. 
 
2. Les tombes Qing occidentale 
 
Le périmètre de protection couvre toutes les zones 
importantes et les édifices historiques. La zone tampon 
(restrictions aux constructions) couvre de vastes espaces 
verts (4758 ha). Un réexamen lors de la mission 
d'évaluation par l'expert de l'ICOMOS a amené à une 
extension de cette zone au sud et au sud-ouest selon la 
ligne de crête des collines voisines. 
 
3. Les tombes Qing orientales 
 
Un périmètre de protection absolue est établi à une 
distance de 10 mètres de toutes les limites extérieures des 
édifices. Il est englobé dans une très vaste zone tampon 
(7800 ha) qui couvre tout le paysage. 
 
Gestion 
 
Les responsabilités de gestion sont réparties entre les 
niveaux national et provincial, d'où s'exerce une 
supervision générale et d'où proviennent les fonds de 
restauration, d'une part, et le niveau municipal qui a la 
responsabilité de la gestion du site, d'autre part. Partout, 
des équipes nombreuses et compétentes assurent la mise en 
œuvre du plan de gestion du site, y compris sa maintenance 
régulière. 
 
1. Le mausolée Xianling de la dynastie Ming 
 
Le site est géré par une équipe de 45 personnes, dont une 
quinzaine de professionnels de la conservation. 
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2. Les tombes Qing occidentales 
 
Le site est géré par une équipe de 150 personnes, dont une 
cinquantaine sont affectées aux travaux de 
conservation/restauration. 
 
3. Les tombes Qing orientales 
 
La gestion du site est couplée à celle d'un centre de 
tourisme social proche, avec les synergies positives qui en 
résultent. Le site comme tel est géré par une équipe de 125 
personnes, dont 90 professionnels.  
 
Formation 
 
Depuis des siècles, les mêmes plans ont été suivis, les 
mêmes matériaux travaillés, suivant les mêmes techniques. 
Cette tradition est encore vivante aujourd'hui. Des équipes 
permanentes de maintenance sont présentes sur le site. 
Régulièrement, à l'occasion de tel ou tel chantier plus 
important, comme la restauration générale du mausolée 
Ming ou celle du temple Yongfu, adjacent aux tombes 
Qing occidentales, des jeunes sont associés aux travaux 
pour acquérir une formation auprès des maîtres artisans. 
 
Prévention des risques 
 
Au cours des siècles ont été enregistrés divers 
tremblements de terre et plusieurs tempêtes, sans que des 
dommages importants aient été provoqués. L'incendie est 
le risque majeur, qu'il soit d'origine humaine ou provoqué 
par la foudre. Les mesures adéquates ont été prises, depuis 
les paratonnerres sur tous les édifices, les extincteurs et les 
réservoirs d'eau, jusqu'aux permanences d'une brigade de 
pompiers pour les tombes Qing. 
 
 
Authenticité 
 
Les biens culturels proposés pour inscription ont, sans 
conteste, un très haut degré d'authenticité. Leur importance 
culturelle et politique a, au cours des siècles, justifié une 
surveillance constante : des milliers de soldats étaient 
préposés à la garde des mausolées. Les sites ont aussi 
bénéficié d'un entretien régulier, dans le respect de 
traditions strictes touchant aux plans, aux matériaux et aux 
techniques, traditions d'autant mieux respectées que, en 
même temps, des chantiers étaient en cours pour la 
construction de nouveaux mausolées. La restauration 
récente du temple Yongfu, adjacent aux tombes Qing 
occidentales, est une restauration en tous points conformes 
aux normes les plus exigeantes. 
 
Quand un incendie ou de fortes intempéries détruisent un 
édifice, il est en général reconstruit à l'identique, sur la 
base d'une documentation parfaite. Mais dans le cadre de la 
restauration du mausolée Xianling, à Zhongxiang, le parti 
adopté a été, à juste titre, de procéder avec précaution et de 
se limiter à mettre en évidence les éléments essentiels des 
fondations pour permettre de saisir la signification et 
l'esthétique du site historique, sans reconstruction inutile. 
 
L'importance des sites a justifié la tenue d'une 
documentation et d'archives détaillées. Les gestionnaires 
du site disposent de la documentation de base nécessaire 
pour leurs interventions de maintenance, tandis que des 

archives complètes sont conservées dans les services 
centraux du patrimoine culturel. 
 
 
Évaluation 
 
Action de l'ICOMOS 
 
Une mission d’expertise de l'ICOMOS s'est rendue sur 
place en janvier 2000. 
 
Analyse comparative 
 
Par rapport à l'histoire de la Chine, les tombes Ming et 
Qing représentent une continuité remarquable à travers 
cinq siècles. Elles se distinguent toutefois des mausolées 
des dynasties antérieures. Les tombes impériales de la 
dynastie Zhou consistaient en chambres funéraires 
souterraines, sans édifice à l'air libre. Les tombes 
impériales des dynasties Qin et Han des environs de Xian, 
qu'illustre le mausolée de l'empereur Qin Shihuangdi, 
étaient caractérisées par l'élévation d'un gigantesque 
tumulus de terre de la forme d'un dou renversé (mesure 
pour le grain). Les mausolées de la dynastie Tang étaient 
construits dans un paysage de collines, avec les chambres 
funéraires creusées à flanc de coteau. Les empereurs de la 
dynastie Yuan se faisaient ensevelir dans le sol à un niveau 
très profond en faisant disparaître tout signe extérieur. 
C'est donc en rupture avec ce passé que la dynastie Ming 
développa un tout nouveau modèle de mausolée, avec un 
tumulus de forme arrondie.  
 
Par rapport aux autres civilisations, les mausolées en 
question sont une forme tout à fait singulière de 
manifestation de prestige et de volonté d'éternité. L'alliance 
recherchée entre un site naturel spécial et les édifices du 
mausolée est exceptionnelle. L'ampleur des travaux et la 
mobilisation de ressources qu'ils ont demandées permettent 
une comparaison avec les pyramides égyptiennes. 
 
Recommandations de l'ICOMOS pour des actions futures 
 
Les échanges de vues qu'a permis la mission de l'ICOMOS 
ont amené les autorités en charge du dossier des tombes 
Qing occidentales à modifier le tracé de la zone tampon 
pour lui donner une extension au sud et au sud-ouest, 
suivant la ligne de crête des collines voisines. Elles se sont 
engagées à fournir une nouvelle carte du site. 
 
Des milliers de visiteurs visitent chaque année les tombes : 
quelques milliers, le mausolée Xianling ; des centaines de 
milliers, les tombes Qing orientales. La grande majorité 
sont des Chinois. L'inscription sur la Liste du Patrimoine 
mondial entraînerait normalement une hausse significative 
de visiteurs, notamment de visiteurs étrangers. L'attention 
des gestionnaires des sites a été attirée sur la nécessaire 
maîtrise de ces fréquentations. Les installations d'accueil et 
les circulations devront sans doute être adaptées. Il 
convient aussi de bien présenter les sites pour mettre en 
lumière leur dimension historique et leur riche 
signification, en veillant à fournir des informations en 
langues étrangères. 
 
Il importe d'éviter tout malentendu quant à l'inscription des 
tombes impériales Ming. Un seul mausolée est proposé 
pour inscription, les autres ne répondant pas (encore) aux 
critères requis. Il convient de saluer la sagesse de cette 
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attitude. Toutefois, parmi ces autres sites, il y a l'important 
ensemble de Changping où 13 empereurs Ming ont leur 
tombe. Situé à proximité de Pékin, le site de Changping 
accueille de nombreux touristes et il ne faudrait pas que, 
par confusion, on puisse croire que ce site est inscrit sur la 
Liste. L'ICOMOS suggère dès lors qu'une information 
précise prévienne pareil malentendu. Il propose aussi que 
l'on prenne acte de l'intention annoncée par l'État partie de 
procéder à terme à l'inscription, par extension, d'autres 
tombes Ming : à court terme, le mausolée de 
Mingshaoling, à Nanjing (province de Jiangsu) ; à plus 
long terme, le vaste ensemble de Changping. 
 
 
Brève description 
 
Les tombes impériales Ming et Qing sont des sites naturels 
aménagés, soigneusement choisis en fonction de principes 
de géomancie (Fengshui) pour accueillir de nombreux 
édifices d'architecture et de décoration traditionnelles. 
Elles illustrent la continuité, à travers cinq siècles, d'une 
conception du monde et du pouvoir propre à la Chine 
féodale. 
 
 
Recommandation 
 
Que ces biens soient inscrits sur la liste du Patrimoine 
mondial sur base des critères i, ii, iii, iv et vi : 
 

Critère i L'intégration harmonieuse d'ensembles 
architecturaux remarquables dans un cadre naturel 
judicieusement choisi pour répondre aux critères de la 
géomancie (Fengshui) fait des tombes impériales Ming 
et Qing des chefs d'œuvre du génie créateur humain. 
 
Critères ii, iii et iv Les mausolées impériaux 
sont les témoignages exceptionnels d'une tradition 
culturelle et architecturale de plus de cinq siècles qui a 
connu un grand rayonnement dans cette partie du 
monde; par leur intégration dans l'environnement 
naturel, ils composent des paysages culturels tout à fait 
singuliers. 
 
Critère vi Les tombes Ming et Qing sont de 
brillantes illustrations des croyances, de la conception 
du monde et des théories géomanciennes du Fengshui 
de la Chine féodale ; elles ont servi de sépultures à des 
générations de personnages illustres et ont été le 
théâtre d'évènements majeurs qui ont marqué l'histoire 
de la Chine. 

 
 
 

ICOMOS, septembre 2000 
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1. Identification of the property 
a.  Country 
The People’s Republic of China 

 
b. Province, City 
Nanjing City, Jiangsu Province 

 
c. Name of property 
Project of expansion of the royal tombs of the Ming and the Qing Dynasties: Ming 
Dynasty Xiaoling Tomb  

 
d. Exact location on map and indication of geographical coordinates to 

the nearest second 
At Dulong (Single-Dragon) Mound, Zhongshan Mountain, Nanjing City, Jiangsu 

Province, 32°4’N and 118°51’E. Neighbouring the Mausoleum of Dr. Sun Yat-sen in the east, 
and 190 kilometers away from the Ancient Garden of Suzhou (31°19’N and 120°37’E), which 
is also a world cultural heritage.    
 

e. Maps 
e-1 Geographical location of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty in China 
e-2 Geographical location of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty in Jiangsu 

Province 
e-3 Geographical location of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty in Nanjing City 
e-4 Area of Ming Dynasty Xiaoling Tomb proposed for inscription on the World 

Heritage List 
 

f. Area of property proposed for inscription and proposed area for 
construction control (buffer zone) 

Area of Ming Dynasty Xiaoling Tomb proposed for inscription on the World Heritage List: 
the Xiama (Dismounting) Archway, the Shenlieshan Stele, the Sacred Avenue of the Xiaoling 
Tomb, the Stone Sculptures, the Meihua (Plum Blossom) Hill, the buildings in the tomb 
chamber, the Treasure Mound, the graveyard of concubines, the graveyard of crown princes 
east of the Xiaoling Tomb and the Tomb of Xuda, the Tomb of Chang Yuchun, the Tomb of Li 
Wenzhong, the Tomb of Wu Liang, the Tomb of Wu Zhen, and the Tomb of Chong Cheng in 
the zone of subordinate burials in the north of Mount Zhongshan, the total area of the property 
nominated for inscription on the World Heritage List is 120 hectares.  

The area for construction control (buffer zone): Extending to the Ningbo-Hangzhou 
Highway in the south, the Xiama Archway and the Shenlieshan Stele in the east, 200 meters 
east of the boundary marked for the conservation of the Grand Golden Gate, and the east bank 
of the Zixia Lake, 200 meters beyond the boundary marked for the conservation of the 
Treasure Mound in the north, and western side of the garrison buildings in the west covering 
the Xiaoling Xicun, the Flower House of the Botanical Garden, the path west of the building 
holding books and reference materials, and the area north of the lake and the city wall of the 
Ming Dynasty. The total area for construction control is 180 hectares. 
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2. Justification for inscription 

a. Statement of significance 
a-1 Being the tomb of Zhu Yuanzhang, the first emperor of the Ming Dynasty, the 

Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty is magnificent in scale and rich in content. 
The Ming Dynasty is a dynasty with a high degree of maturity of the feudal society in 

Chinese history. Founded in 1368 and falling down in 1644, it lasted for 276 years. Zhu 
Yuanzhang, the first emperor of the Ming Dynasty, was born into a humble family. Due to 
extreme hardships in childhood, Zhu developed a temperament different from other emperors 
and kings of the feudal society. With this temperament, he took many new and important 
measures to establish state systems after unifying the country and building his capital in 
Nanjing. Zhu Yuanzhang was an outstanding founding emperor in Chinese history. 

The Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty, located at the southern foot of Mount 
Zhongshan in the eastern suburbs of Nanjing City, Jiangsu Province, is the tomb of Zhu 
Yuanzhang (1328 – 1398), the first emperor of the Ming Dynasty in Chinese history. Buried in 
the tomb were the emperor himself and his wife Ma. About 60 meters to the east of the palace 
of the Xiaoling Tomb is the tomb of Zhu Biao, the crown prince (who was crowned 
retrospectively by Zhu Yunwen, an emperor of the Ming Dynasty, as Emperor Xiaokang). To 
the west of the palace is the graveyard of the concubines of Emperor Zhu Yuanzhang. Located 
on the northern side of Mount Zhongshan is the zone of accessory burials attached to the 
Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty. Scattered in this zone are the tombs of more than a dozen 
founders of the Ming Dynasty including Xu Da, Chang Yuchun and Li Wenzhong. 

Extending from the Xiama Archway, the starting point, to the Baocheng (Treasure City), 
the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty is about 2,620 meters in depth. Scattered along the 
line are more than 30 buildings and stone carvings of various styles and for different purposes. 
They are both magnificent and rich in content. Plus the zone of Subordinate tombs of 
meritorious officials on the northern slope of Mount Zhongshan, the Xiaoling Tomb of the 
Ming Dynasty on the southern slope of Mount Zhongshan is all the more grand in scale. 

a-2 Creating a new system in the construction of imperial tombs, the Xiaoling Tomb 
of the Ming Dynasty occupies a position of a milestone in the history of the development 
of imperial tombs in China. 

Zhu Yuanzhang not only implemented many new policies on the rule and management of 
a state, but also developed a style of his own in the construction of imperial tombs. In terms of 
its layout and design, the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty embodies the integration of 
individuality and integrity. The tomb palace is regular and unified as a whole, while the Sacred 
Avenue zigzags along, a style totally different from the tradition of striving for symmetry along 
an axial line in the construction of imperial tombs. The plane of the tomb palace, however, is 
regular and distributes symmetrically along the axial line, conforming with the system of the 
capital city of Nanjing as a whole and the palace town in the early days of the Ming Dynasty 
built under the direction of Zhu Yuanzhang. The tomb chamber is located between the wall of 
the capital city and the outer wall and constitutes an important component part of the capital 
city, reflecting a fairly profound concept of designing. Meanwhile, a new system was created 
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under which the hall sat in the front and the residing place lay in the rear and the Sacred 
Avenue leading to the tomb palace of the first emperor was shared by future royal generations. 
The system created for the construction of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty was 
followed in the construction of the Thirteen Tombs of the Ming Dynasty and the Dongling 
Tomb and the Xiling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty.  

Among the imperial tombs of the Ming Dynasty, the royal tombs and the ancestral tombs 
are the earliest built according to the system of imperial tombs. The royal tombs are the tombs 
of Zhu Yuanzhang’s parents and are located in today’s Fengyang County of Anhui Province. 
The ancestral tombs are the tombs of Zhu Yuanzhang’s ancestors of the three preceding 
generations, and are located in today’s Xutai County of Jiangsu Province. When conferring 
royal titles posthumously upon his ancestors, Zhu Yuanzhang sent officials from the central 
government to take charge of the construction of royal and ancestral tombs. Both the royal and 
the ancestral tombs followed the system of construction of imperial tombs developed in the 
Tang and the Song dynasties, and the new system was introduced only for the construction of 
the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty. This reflects the tyranny of Zhu Yuanzhang as the 
founding emperor of the Ming Dynasty and his unique concept about the construction of 
imperial tombs. 

The system, the concept of construction, and the size and scale of the imperial tombs of 
the Ming and the Qing dynasties were established and finalized on the basis of the Xiaoling 
Tomb of the Ming Dynasty. All the imperial tombs of the Ming and the Qing dynasties built in 
the course of history in today’s Beijing, Liaoning, Hubei, Hebei and other administrative 
provinces or municipalities were built in line with followed the system and model first 
developed in the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty in today’s Nanjing City of Jiangsu 
Province. The Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty occupies a milestone position in the history 
of the development of imperial tombs in China. 

a-3 Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty is a great masterpiece of architecture 
The section from the Xiama Gateway to the Big Golden Gate is the introductory part of 

the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty, followed in succession by the Sacred Avenue lined by 
stone sculptures, and the section running from the Gold Water Bridge to the Baoding (the 
Treasure Mound) composed of buildings including the gate of the tomb chamber, the front 
door of the Sacrificial Palace (Xiaoling Palace), the Sacrificial Palace, the Eastern Side 
chamber, the Western Side Chamber, the Big Stone Bridge, the Square Town, and the Minglou 
(Ming Tower). The buildings and the sculptures along the Sacred Avenue running from the 
introductory part to the Baoding (the Treasure Mound) are either distributed according to the 
landform or lined up regularly along the axial line. Running from the south to the north and 
from the outside to the inside, they become ever more dense in distribution and rise up 
gradually. The primary buildings and structures are clearly distinguishable from the secondary 
ones, and advance in rows. Together, they form a graveyard of a grand scale. The climax 
comes at the last section (the rear palace) in terms of the volume, method of construction, 
height, and density of buildings. The layout of the palace of the Xiaoling Tomb may be rated as 
a masterpiece of ingenious creation. 

The Xiaoling Tomb used to have an outer wall built according to the landform along the 
foot of Mount Zhongshan. The subordinate tombs of more than a dozen founders of the Ming 
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Dynasty including Xu Da, Chang Yuchun, and Li Wenzhong are scattered in picturesque 
disorder on the northern slope of Mount Zhongshan and form a protective semi-circle for the 
palace of the Xiaoling Tomb. 

The stone sculptures along the Sacred Avenue of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
and the subordinate tombs stand in solemn silence and are extremely lifelike. They represent 
the highest level of development of sculpture in the early Ming Dynasty. The buildings on the 
surface, imposing in look and consummate in craftsmanship, embody the greatest achievement 
in architecture during the Ming and the Qing dynasties. The overall layout, appropriately 
arranged in density and reaching climax one after another, reveals the highest level of culture 
and art. The Xiaoling Tomb both embodies the philosophical thinking of “unity of universe and 
human beings” as advocated by Confucianism and Taoism, and conforms to the order of ritual 
rule advocated by Confucianism. It is the crystallization of the traditional Chinese thinking in 
art. 

a-4 The Xiaoling Tomb is a comprehensive reflection of traditional Chinese culture 
Looking forward to the lasting unity and prosperity of the Ming Dynasty, Zhu Yuanzhang 

as the first emperor of the Ming Dynasty paid great attention to the location and construction of 
his tomb, just like all other feudal rulers. Records have it that Zhu Yuanzhang finally picked 
Dulong (Single-Drayton) Mound at the foot of the main peak of Zhongshan Mountain as the 
site of his tomb after making a thorough spot survey of Mount Zhongshan together with Liu Ji, 
one of his advisers well-versed in geomancy, and Xu Da and Tang He, both of whom were 
founders of the Ming Dynasty. 

The towering Mount Zhongshan has three peaks: the eastern peak, the middle peak, and 
the western peak, with the middle peak being the main peak. Taking Mount Zhongshan as the 
background of the Xiaoling Tomb conforms to the theory that “only the throne of top 
augustness has a canopy formed with three platforms.” Lying on each side of Dulong 
(Single-Dragon) Mound is a ridge. The one on the eastern side is known as Longshan (the 
Dragon Hill) and the one on the western side is known as Hushan (the Tiger Hill). In the south 
by west is the Qianhu Lake, and in the north is the Wanzhu Peak below the main peak of 
Mount Zhongshan. The two hills, the lake and the Wanzhu Peak symbolize, respectively, 
Qinglong, Baihu, Zhuque and Xuanwu, the four Gods of the eastern, southern, western and 
northern skies in the belief of Taoism. Standing straight ahead is the Meihua (Plum Blossom) 
Hill serving as the “prelude” of the tomb, and further ahead is the groveling Tianying Hill as if 
paying homage from afar. On the eastern and southern sides of the tomb palace are two rivers 
flowing from the northeast to the southwest to keep the imperial spirit from dispersing. China’s 
ancient philosophy and traditional mode of thinking have injected profound cultural contents 
into these geographical objects. 
The natural environment of green mountains and blue waters bestowed by the Creator 
symphonizes perfectly and forms an entirety with the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty. As 
a result, the natural environment is richer in cultural content, the humane landscape is more 
natural, and the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty is more magnificent and imposing. 
Reflecting China’s traditional culture at an extremely high level, the Xiaoling Tomb of the 
Ming Dynasty is a typical representative of the imperial tombs of the Ming and the Qing 
dynasties. 
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b. Comparative analysis 
The Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty inherited certain aspects of the systems of the 

imperial tombs of the Han, the Tang and the Song dynasties, such as the construction of the 
Sacred Avenue with stone sculptures and subordinate tombs of meritorious officials in from of 
the tomb palace. Innovation, however, is a major feature of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 
Dynasty. Specifically speaking, the following creations have been made: 

b-1 “Hall in the front and residing place in the rear” in the layout of the tomb palace, 
and division of the palace into three layers standing in depth 

In terms of the layout, the tomb palace of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
followed that of imperial palaces, namely, “hall in the front and residing place in the rear”, and 
division of the palace into three layers standing in depth. The halls stand in the first and the 
second layers, and the residing place lies in the third layer. Included in the first layer are the 
gate of the tomb palace, the front gate of the Sacrificial Palace, and the Wardrobe, the Divine 
House, and the Imperial Kitchen. The second layer, extending from the front gate of the 
Sacrificial Palace to the Sacrificial Palace and including the side chambers on the left and on 
the rights is the center for sacrificial rituals in the tomb palace. The third layer, running from 
the Inner Red Gate to Baoding (the Treasure Mound) is composed of the Imperial River, the 
Big Stone Bridge, the Square Town, and the Ming Tower, and the Treasure Town. The residing 
place is where Zhu Yuanzhang’s body lies. Except for his successors and grand ministers with 
special permissions, no others were allowed to reach this place. 
The imperial tombs of the Tang and the Song dynasties adopted the architectural system of 
two-floor palaces, focusing on the spirit of the dead in terms of the concept designing. The 
Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty, however, adopted the architectural system of ‘hall in the 
front and residing place in the rear’ and division of the palace into three layers standing in 
depth to reflect the system of ritual and give prominence to politics and imperial power. During 
his rule, Zhu Yuanzhang developed feudal autocracy to the extreme. His political thinking and 
management rules were also embodied in the design and construction of his tomb. The system 
of “hall in the front and the residing place in the rear” with three layers of buildings was 
invented in the construction of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty, and was followed in 
the construction of the Thirteen Tombs and the Xianling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty and the 
Dongling Tomb and the Xiling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty. The Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 
Dynasty is of trail-blazing significance in the development of the system of imperial tombs in 
the late years of China’s feudal society.  

b-2 Sharing of the Sacred Avenue to the tomb of the first-generation emperor by the 
later royal generations 

Lying in the graveyard of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty are not only the tomb 
shared by Zhu Yuanzhang and his wife Ma, but also the Dongling Tomb, the tomb of Zhu Biao, 
the crowned prince. Archaeological surveys of the Dongling Tomb have not revealed any 
independent sacred avenues or imperial bridges over the imperial rivers, a fact proving that the 
Dongling Tomb and the Xiaoling Tomb shared the same sacred avenue.  

The phenomenon of sharing the same sacred avenue and the same group of stone 
sculptures exist in some of the family graveyards of the nobility of the Southern Dynasty lying 
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here and there around Nanjing. In most cases, the phenomenon resulted mainly from 
geographical conditions. This phenomenon was not popularized among or inherited by 
follow-up dynasties, and was refused by all the rulers of the Sui, the Tang and the Song 
dynasties. Either inheriting the custom of the Southern Dynasty or taking the geographical 
condition into consideration, Zhu Yuanzhang took the lead to share the sacred way to his tomb 
with later royal generations (princes or crown emperors). This system was inherited in the 
construction of the Thirteen Tombs of the Ming Dynasty in Beijing. 

What calls for attention is the fact that the Subordinate tombs of the founders of the Ming 
Dynasty including Xu Da, Chang Yuchun and Li Wenzhong on the northern slope of Mount 
Zhongshan all have sacred avenues of their own. 

b-3 The zigzagging Sacred Avenue 
The sacred avenues to imperial tombs built before China’s Ming Dynasty are usually 

along the axial lines without exception. In the case of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty, 
this tradition was totally cast aside. The Sacred Avenue not only stay away from the axial line, 
but also zigzag along. It has been commonly held that such an unconventional design was 
intended to imitate the earth or the heaven. In either case, it has something to do with China’s 
traditional culture and is a kind of embodiment of China’s traditional culture. 

But the sacred avenues leading to the tombs of Xu Da, Chang Yuchun and Li Wenzhong, 
all founders of the Ming Dynasty, are all located on the axial lines. 

b-4 The drainage system integrating science and art 
Located in a down-stream area of the Yangtze River, Nanjing is abundant in water 

resources and rainfall. The rock layers of Mount Zhongshan slope from the north to the south, 
and the rainwater from the main peak is discharged mainly through the palace area of the 
Xiaoling Tomb at Dulong (Single-Dragon) Mound. To ensure the safety of the palace buildings, 
a perfect drainage system had to be built at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty. For this 
reason, three drainage systems – the outer imperial river, the inner imperial river and the 
Treasure Town imperial river – were built. These three rivers divided the tomb area into four 
parts: the introductory section, the sacred avenue section, the hall section, and the residing 
place section. Meanwhile, an imperial bridge was built to link these four sections together. 
Instead of affecting the orderliness and integrity of the tomb area in terms of its space, the three 
drainage systems added new beauty and life to the tomb areas with the help of the imperial 
bridge, showing true originality in planning and designing.  

Apart from the three drainage systems, huge culverts were built underground to increase 
the release of floodwater in rainy seasons. Underground sewer systems were also built inside 
the tomb palace, and open ditches were built around all buildings on the ground. Scores of 
spouts shaped like the heads of hornless dragons protrude outwardly from all sides of the 
foundation of the Sacrificial Palace. The areas outside the palace walls were covered with 
bricks to discharge water, and earth walls of brick and stone were built to shield off dust. 

The drainage systems of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty are both practical and 
fairly aesthetic as a whole and in detail. Managing to make use of existent river courses and 
include themselves in the overall layout of the tomb area, these drainage systems have 
embodied the scientific and artistic attainment in the planning of buildings in South China, 
which is abundant in water. 
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b-5 The architectural style, skill and structural components of typical significance 
For the first time in the history of the development of imperial tombs, the layout of putting 

the Square Town and the Ming tower before the Mound and the Treasure Town was introduced 
in the designing of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty. Such designing brought the 
magnificence of the residing place at the rear into even greater prominence and raised it high 
above the rest part of the tomb area. In the case of large buildings including the Big Golden 
Gate, the Building of Steles, the Sacrificial Palace, and the Square Town, stone Sumeru bases 
were universally used to constitute the foundations, giving these buildings a solid, firm, 
simplistic, and solemn look. The tops of these big buildings were decorated with glazed 
components of different sizes and colours determined according to the position of each 
building in the palace complex to bring out the wealth, splendor, loftiness and majesty of these 
buildings. Both the new layout and the architectural style of the large buildings demonstrate 
the dignity of the royal family and the unique spiritual character of oriental culture. 

The tops of the gates of all the large buildings including the Big Golden Gate, the 
Building of Steles, the Sacrificial Palace and the Gate of the Tomb Palace are arches. The arch 
of the Ming Tower, in particular, is both big and deep, and assumes an imposing look. 
Although arches came into being long before, the arches of the gates of the ground buildings in 
the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty are unprecedented among other palace buildings so far 
as the size of the spans and the exquisiteness of the craftsmanship are concerned. The brick and 
stone structure of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty is an example of successful 
application of the skill of making big-span arches with bricks to the construction of palace 
buildings in the Chinese history of architecture. 

The design of the big plinths in the shape of drum mirrors on the foundation of the 
Sacrificial Palace at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty had its origin in Nanjing in the 
early Ming Dynasty, and differed totally from the plinths in the shape of upturned basins as 
used for official buildings and the plinths in the shape of drum steps as popularly used for 
civilian buildings in Jiangsu and Zhejiang in the Song Dynasty and before. Plinths in the shape 
of drum mirrors were widely used for official buildings in Nanjing, the capital of the Ming 
Dynasty, and were introduced to Beijing during the reign of Emperor Yong Le when he moved 
the capital to Beijing. They became ever since the only style of the plinths of the official 
buildings of the Ming and the Qing dynasties. 

In terms of the design, the glazed dragon mouths used to decorate the roofs of the 
buildings at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty are different both from the mouths of 
Aoyu (legendary turtle) popular in areas south of the Yangtze River during the Ming Dynasty, 
and also different from the long winding dragon mouths discovered in Suzhou, Shaoxing and 
some other areas. The modeling of the decorative dragon mouth invented in the construction of 
the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty was later in the construction of official buildings in 
Beijing during the Ming and the Qing dynasties, and was applied widely to decorate the roofs 
of all official buildings during the Ming and the Qing dynasties. 

The Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty has produced great influences upon the design 
of imperial tombs in follow-up generations. Its architectural style and skill have also been 
inherited by follow-up generations for its typical character. 

b-6 The big and exquisite stone sculptures along the sacred way 
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On each side of the sacred way of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty are 34 pieces 
of stone carvings arranged in the same way as those along the sacred venues of the imperial 
tombs built since the Tang and the Song dynasties. In terms of plastic arts, the stone sculptures 
along the Sacred Avenue of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty are variegated in style, 
solid and simplistic in shape, and big in form, with the stone sculptures and the sacrificial 
columns being the biggest of their kind. In carving, the method of true-to-life depiction was 
adopted, ingenuity was covered up with clumsiness, and the technique of subtraction was used 
in most cases. The lines were round and smooth, and the details were presented in great 
delicacy. Even pulses were brought out here and there on the ears of the stone figurines and 
hairs on the backs of the heads of the stone animals (such as Xiezhi, a fabulous animal reputed 
to be able to distinguish between good and evil, and the unicorn). Magnificent as a whole and 
delicate in detail, the stone sculptures along the Sacred Avenue of the Xiaoling Tomb of the 
Ming Dynasty represent the highest level of carving in China’s early Ming Dynasty. 

c. Authenticity and integrity 
c-1  Environmental features 
The environment of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty is composed of mountains, 

rivers, vegetation, and many other key factors. Since the founding of the People’s Republic of 
China, the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty has been kept under protection by both the 
central and local governments. In addition, responsible government departments have put in 
enormous financial resources to conserve water and soil, dredge river courses and plant trees 
for the purpose of providing effective protection for the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
and the natural environment around it. As a result, the tomb now sits in an environment 
composed of green mountains, blue waters, and luxuriant trees and grasses, an environment 
that is both historical and cultural. 

c-2 Burial buildings 
The buildings and sculptures in the tomb area include the Xiama Gateway, the Big Golden 

Gate, the Tablet of Great Merits and the pavilion housing it, the Outer Imperial River, the 
Imperial Bridge, the stone sculptures, the stone sacrificial columns, the foundation site of the 
Longfeng (Dragon and Phoenix) Gate, the Inner Imperial River, the Gold Water Bridge, the 
Gate of the Tomb Palace (which was reconstructed on the original site in 1998 by experts in 
Ancient buildings according to archaeological data), the foundation site of the front door of the 
sacrificial hall, the well pavilions, the Divine House, the ancient site of the imperial kitchen, 
the foundation site of the sacrificial hall, the ancient sites of the side chambers, the foundation 
site of the Shenbo Stove, the Inner Red Gate, the Imperial River in front of the Treasure Town 
and the Big Stone Bridge, the Square Town, the foundation site of the Ming Tower, the 
Treasure Town, the Baoding (Treasure Mound), the foundations of the palace walls, and the 
relics of the Dongling Tomb. All these are relics of the buildings of the Ming Dynasty. All 
these buildings and sculptures have been kept as authentic and integral as they originally were. 

d. Criteria under which inscription is proposed 
d-1 The Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty represents the artistic attainment in 

royal architecture in the early Ming Dynasty 
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The grand and orderly layout of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty, the magnificent 
individual buildings, the exquisite decoration of details, and the big and delicately carved stone 
figurines and animals along the Sacred Avenue of the tomb are all embodiments of the wisdom 
of the politicians, artists and architects of that time. Together, they constitute a great 
masterpiece of creation of royal graveyards. 

d-2 The humane buildings and the natural environments have reached such 
harmony and unity as to conform to the ideal of “unity between the universe and human 
beings”. 

The three natural rivers were used both to serve as the imperial rivers of the Xiaoling 
Tomb of the Ming Dynasty and to divide its buildings into four parts of independent 
significance. Meanwhile, imperial bridges were built to connect these parts and turn them into 
a harmonious entirety. Distributed between the imperial rivers, the tomb buildings either 
zigzagged along or were regularly lined up, according to the landform. Appropriate in density, 
clear-cut in order of importance, endless in presentation of climaxes, and progressive in 
location, they stand out as a wonder of ingenious creation in layout. 

Meanwhile, the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty is located in a natural environment 
of undulating green mountains and blue waters with a rich content of traditional culture. Here, 
humane buildings and natural environments act upon each other, integrate with each other, and 
attain such a degree of harmony and unity as to conform with the ideal of “unity between the 
universe and human beings. ”  It may be rated as an outstanding example of integration of 
China’s traditional culture, architecture, and natural environments. 

d-3 The Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty boasts a comparatively long history 
As a State project, the construction of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty started in 

1381 and was completed around 1413, lasting for a period of more than 30 years. The first 
group of buildings completed here is more than 600 years old now. The Xiaoling Tomb of the 
Ming Dynasty has not only maintained the architectural features of the early Ming Dynasty, 
but also represented the influences and results of different historical periods thereafter upon 
and in this historical site. 

d-4 The Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty boasts both a unique and a general 
value with profound influences 

The Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty is the outcome of another peak in the 
development of China’s feudal society, and a crystallization of the political thinking, social 
culture, aesthetic concept, architectural skill, and state financial power of the early Ming 
Dynasty. The tomb chamber carries an outstanding style and is typical of the spirit of the time 
so far as its layout, design and architectural form are concerned. It has both inherited the good 
elements of the systems of the imperial tombs of the Han, the Tang and the Song dynasties, and 
created a system of its own. The system developed in the construction of the Xiaoling Tomb of 
the Ming Dynasty was followed as the standard for the overall layout and general feature of the 
imperial tombs built in the more than 500 years thereafter in the Ming and the Qing dynasties. 
For this reason, the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty occupied a lofty position and 
produced far-reaching influences. 

d-5 The Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty boasts a rich content of oriental culture 
Involved in the location, designing and construction of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 
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Dynasty and its use and management in the years that followed were many aspects including 
politics, economy, culture, laws and institutions, historical figures, historical events, and 
important ceremonial activities. Many emperors of the Ming and the Qing dynasties, Sun 
Yat-sen, interim president of the Republic of China, and many statesmen and men of letters of 
the time since the early Ming Dynasty repeatedly paid visits to the tomb, and left numerous 
comments, poems and other writings here. The Chinese spirit of ceremony and propriety as 
reflected in the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty stands out as another relic of oriental 
culture. 

To sum up what has been stated above, the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty conforms 
fully to criteria (I), (II), (III), (V), (VI) and other criteria of the World Heritage List. 
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3. Description 

a.  Description of property 
a-1  Natural conditions 
Located in front of the Wanzhu Peak of Mount Zhongshan, the highest in the Ningzhen 

Mountains on the southern bank of the down-stream Yangtze River in China, the Xiaoling 
Tomb of the Ming Dynasty looks to the south and enjoys sufficient sunshine. The area where 
the tomb is located has a sub-tropical climate with abundant rainfall, a temperate and moist 
temperature, and distinct seasons. With the imposing Mount Zhongfu to its north and the vast 
Qinhuaihe Plain to its south, the area boasts extremely superb natural conditions: high-quality 
soil, excellent vegetation, luxuriant artificial forests of mainly evergreen trees including pines 
and cypresses. The vegetation ratio here is 81 per cent. 

a-2 Situation of the mountain 
The site of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty was chosen by Emperor Zhu 

Yuanzhang and his founding advisers Liu Ji, Xu Da, Tang He and others. Based on the theory 
of China’s traditional geomancy, it inherited the geomantic concepts upheld by the politicians 
and geomancers since the Eastern Han and the Wu time when they decided on Nanjing as the 
capital. Even during the time of the Three Kingdoms, Zhongshan Mountain was regarded by 
Zhuge Liang, Liu Bei, Sun Quan and others as the part of Nanjing where ‘the veins of the 
dragon’ lay. Sun Quan, the emperor of the Wu State, was buried at the southern foot of the 
main peak of Mount Zhongshan after his death. In recent years, archaeologists have also 
discovered here ancient sites of altars built in the Northern and the Southern Dynasties. The 
place where the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty stands is, in particular, “a site of superb 
geomantic configuration” taken fancy to by Xiao Yan, emperor of the Liang State of the 
Southern Dynasties, and Bao Zhi, an eminent monk of the time. In order to choose a piece of 
land of permanent luck for himself, in the 9th year of the reign of Emperor Hong Wu (1376), 
Zhu Yuanzhang removed without hesitation the 1,000-year-old ancient temple Kaishan Temple 
and the Zhigong Pagoda containing the remains of Bao Zhi for the construction of the Xiaoling 
Tomb of the Ming Dynasty. 

With Mount Zhongshan rolling from the east to the west as its back in the north, the 
Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty is located right under the middle peak, the highest in 
Mount Zhongshan. With mountains and waters forming a protective circle around it, the 
Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty represents a superb harmony between humane and natural 
landscapes.  

a-3 Pattern of the tomb palace 
The Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty was designed according to the principles of “the 

most honoured is to be placed in the middle,” “the imperial power is supreme,” “the 
honourable and the humble should be differentiated from each other,” and “rulers and their 
successors should be arranged in due order of sequence.” As the founding emperor of the Ming 
Dynasty, Zhu Yuanzhang located his tomb on the geomantic axial line at the southern foot of 
the main peak of Mount Zhongshan. To the east (on the left) of his tomb is the tomb of Zhu 
Biao, Zhu Yuanzhang’s eldest son (Zhu Biao was named the crown prince but died before 
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ascending the throne. Emperor Hui of the Ming Dynasty, the son of Zhu Biao, conferred 
posthumously the title “Emperor Xiao Kang” to Zhu Biao), and to the west (on the right) are 
the tombs of his concubines. In architectural form, the first-generation emperor shared the 
same sacred avenue with his offspring, while the sacred avenues of the tombs of his offspring 
were connected to the sacred avenue of his tomb.  

a-4 Architectural array 
The Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty is one of the biggest imperial tombs existent in 

China. Counting from the Xiama Archway where the tomb starts to Baoding (the Treasure 
Mound) where the Xuangong Palace is located, the tomb is 2,620 meters deep. According to 
historical records, the original red wall (nonexistent now) surrounding the main building of the 
tomb was 22.5 kilometers in circumference, about two thirds of the length of the city wall of 
Nanjing, the capital at that time. This indicates the large scale of the tomb. Apart from the 
buildings, 100,000 pines were planted and 1,000 heads of deer were raised within this area to 
create a special environment. All the mountain systems, waters, forests and other vegetation 
within the range of the tomb were arranged in a unified way as the key component parts of the 
tomb. As for the architectural array of the buildings, focus was laid on organic integration of 
the tomb system with the mountains and the waters. 

The Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty takes Mount Zhongshan as its backing (at its 
back), the Tianyin Hill as its worshiping platform (in straight front of the tomb), and the 
Meihua Hill (Plum Blossom Hill) as its worshipping steps (the hill between the coffin pit and 
the worshiping platform). The three hills, looking to each other from the south to the north, 
form the major axial line of the tomb buildings. But the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
has two characteristics: First, it was built in South China where rainfall is abundant. To prevent 
flooding, a perfect drainage system had to be built. This drainage system should not, however, 
interrupt the orderliness and integrity of the space composition of the buildings within the 
tomb area. Secondly, the sacred avenue zigzagged along and changed with the landform. A 
symbolic method was adopted in the planning and designing to conform to the law of the 
heaven and the form of the earth, thus attaining the goal of the integration between heaven and 
earth and the harmonization of the universe and human beings. This not only embodied the 
profound traditional thinking and culture of China, but also created an outstanding individual 
characteristic.  

The overall layout of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty can be roughly divided into 
three sections in space: 
The first section, starting from the Xiama Archway and ending at the Big Golden Gate, is the 
introductory section. Standing in this section are the ancient site of the Western Red Gate west 
of the Big Golden Gate, the ancient site of the King Gate east of the Big Golden Gate, the stone 
Archway carrying the characters ”All officials must dismount here” (known as the Xiama 
Archway) at the entrance of the tomb area, and the Sacred Avenue. 

Also standing in this section are the Shenlieshan Stele produced in the 10th year of the 
reign of Emperor Jia Jing (1531) and the pavilion housing the stele, the Jinyue Stele erected in 
the 14th year of the reign of Emperor Chong Zhen (1641), and the command area of the capital 
garrison stationed east of the Xiama Archway to guard the tomb. The garrison town of the 
tomb is also located in this section. 
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The second section is the area between the red walls fanning out from the two sides of the 
Big Golden Gate. Originally, it ran west to link with the Qianhu section of the city wall of the 
capital of the Ming Dynasty and east to the other side of Mount Zhongshan from along the 
present-day Huanling Road to form the outer wall of the Xiaoling Tomb. According to records 
of the History of Jiangning during the Reign of Emperor Kang Xi, this outer wall is 45 li (22.5 
kilometers) long in circumference. Located in this section are the Stele Tower (also known as 
the Stele Pavilion, the bridge over the Outer Imperial River, the stone sculptures (groups of 
stone figurines and animals) along the Sacred Avenue, the sacrificial columns along the Sacred 
Avenue (landmark stone carvings in front of the imperial tombs), the Longfeng Gate, and the 
bridge over the Inner Imperial River, with the Sacred Avenue (the road for carrying the coffin 
and the spirit tablet of the emperor and for officials to pay homage) serving as the axial line. 
Included are also the Dongling Tomb, the tombs of Zhu Yuanzhang’s concubines, and the 
tombs of the founding ministers of the Ming Dynasty on the northern side of Mount 
Zhongshan. The Directorate for Imperial Temples, a central government organ in charge of the 
routine management of the tomb was also located in this section. Covering a land area of about 
30 square kilometers, this section is situated in the present-day scenic area of Mount 
Zhongshan. 

The third section is the main body of the tomb composed of the tomb palace, the Baoding 
(or the Treasure Mound a big mound over the underground palace), the Treasure Town (the 
wall around the Baoding), and the Xuangong. With lofty walls surrounding it, the tomb palace 
looks something like a rectangular in plane figure. It is divided into three courtyards, and the 
buildings include the Gate of the Tomb Palace, the Front Gate of the Sacrificial Hall, the 
Sacrificial Hall (the major hall for carrying out important sacrificial activities), the eastern and 
the western side halls, the imperial kitchen, the wardrobe, the well pavilion, and various other 
kinds of buildings constructed for the purpose of sacrificial activities, as well as the Inner Red 
Gate, the Square Town (a rectangular terrace laid with stone), the Ming Tower (a big building 
above the Square Town for hanging the nameplate of the tomb), and big screen walls 
(accessory decorative buildings) decorated with brick-carved flowers on both sides of the 
Square Town. In the last part of the palace are the Baoding (the Treasure Mound) and the 
Treasure Town. 

The buildings in these three sections serve as each other’s inner and outer parts and are 
closely co-related to each other. They help enhance the depth, concealment and safety of the 
tomb as a whole, and meet the requirements for ceremony and propriety. 

Along the extended part of the Sacred Avenue of the tomb and in the area where the tomb 
palace stands, full consideration was given to the relation between the natural drainage system 
and the space composition of buildings. The Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty boasts a 
perfect drainage system composed mainly of the Outer Imperial River, the Inner Imperial River, 
and the Imperial River of the Treasure Town. The buildings within the outer wall of the 
Xiaoling Tomb are divided into four sub-zones bordered by the three rivers. They are, in the 
order of a sequence from the front to the rear, the Big Golden Gate – Stele Tower sub-zone, the 
Sacred Avenue– stone sculptures sub-zone (including the sacrificial columns along the Sacred 
Avenue and the stone-structured Longfeng Gate), the front sub-zone of the tomb palace, and 
the sub-zone containing the Square Town, the Ming Tower, the Baoding (the Treasure Mound), 
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and the Treasure Town. These four sub-zones are connected with each other by three arch 
bridges over the three imperial rivers. Making use of existent natural rivers and including them 
adeptly into the overall layout of the tomb, these sub-zones supplemented by the bridges 
assuming the traditional architectural form developed in South China reflected the technical 
characteristics applied to the construction of imperial tomb buildings in South China known 
for its abundance in water resources. 

a-5 Elite architectural works 
Large amounts of cultural relics have been conserved within the range of the Xiaoling 

Tomb of the Ming Dynasty. In spite of weathering and damages from wars over the past more 
than 600 years, these cultural relics still radiate the artistic brilliance of an ancient civilization 
thanks to protection provided by governments of various generations. 

1. The stone archway 
As a landmark building at the entrance of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty, this is 

a one-room archway composed of mainly two carved stone pillars rising up high into the sky. 
The archway is 9 meters high and 6 meters wide, and the cross section of the pillars is a square 
with ground corners. The front, the back and the outer sides of the pillars are supported with 
arsenium stones, and atop are boards and jugs decorated with cloud patterns. The inner sides of 
the pillars are inlaid with frames of Chinese catalpa, and six big Chinese characters in regular 
script are engraved sideways into the horizontal tablet, reading “All officials must dismount 
here.” This is to warn officials of all ranks that they have to dismount here and continue their 
journey on foot so as to keep the solemnity of the tomb area and show their respect. According 
to records of the History of the Ming Dynasty, an order was given in the 26th year of the reign 
of Emperor Hong Wu (1393) that when chariots passed through the tomb area or when the 
officials or civilians guarding the tomb entered the tomb area, they must dismount from their 
horses 100 steps away from the entrance of the tomb area. Those who disobeyed the order 
would be regarded as hideously irreverent. The gateway must have been built according to the 
order. Imposing in shape, exquisite in carving, and neat and regular in handwriting, it is an elite 
piece of stone carving of the early Ming Dynasty. 

2. The Big Golden Gate and the relics of the Stele Tower 
The Big Golden Gate is the front gate in the outer wall of the Xiaoling Tomb, and the first 

gate to enter the tomb area. Looking to the south, it is 26.66 meters wide and 8.09 meters deep. 
It has three arches. The one in the middle is higher, 5.24 meters tall, and the two at each side is 
comparatively lower. The lower part of the Big Golden Gate is a Sumeru pedestal with relief 
flowers around the waist, demonstrating the creative feature of the national buildings of the 
early Ming Dynasty. Laid above the pedestal are bricks. The wide use of bricks in the 
construction of large buildings is an indication of the development of the brick-making 
industry in the early Ming Dynasty. Under the waist eaves are up-warping stone eaves which 
are simple in structure but solid. A study of the roof was carried out in 1964. Judged by the 
relics, the Big Golden Gate used to have a sloping roof with a single layer of eaves. The roof is 
covered with yellow glazed tiles spread on green glazed rafters. Plus two red doors, the gate is 
extremely gorgeous. Signs showing its connection with the red outer wall can still be found at 
the eastern and western sides of the Big Golden Gate. 

The ancient site of the Stele Tower is 70 meters to the south of the Big Golden Gate, also 
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sitting across the same axial line running from the south to the north. The roof of the tower is 
non-existent. The architectural plane of the tower is a square, 26.86 meters in the width of the 
facet and also 26.86 meters in depth. The walls, laid with bricks, stand on the stone Sumeru 
pedestals with relief flowers at the waists. The walls remain 8.84 meters high, with an arched 
door on each side. In the center of the tower stands the Stele of Great Merits, a stele erected by 
Zhu Di, the son of Zhu Yuanzhang and Emperor Cheng Zhu of the Ming Dynasty, to eulogize 
the virtues and achievements of Zhu Yuanzhang, in the 11th year of the reign of Emperor Yong 
Le (1413). The stele is 6.7 meters high with a 2.08-meter-high pedestal in the shape of a giant 
land turtle. Carved at the upper part of the stele are nine dragons of superb craftsmanship and 
grandeur. The inscription, written by Zhu Di himself, records the achievements made by Zhu 
Yuanzhang in his life. In regular script and incised cut, the 2,746-character inscription is 
extremely beautiful in terms of the handwriting and of great historical and artistic value. 
Judged by the structure of the relic and with reference to data from the stele tower in the 
Changling Tomb in Beijing, this stele tower used to have a sloping roof of yellow glazed tiles 
with double-layer eaves. 

3. The Sacred Avenue and the stone sculptures along it 
The Sacred Avenue is divided into three sections. The first section, starting from the 

bridge over the first Imperial River, runs 618 meters from the southeast to the northwest. Along 
this section are 24 stone animals of six types standing in 12 pairs. Following each other in 
proper order, the lions, Xiezhi, camels, elephants, unicorns and horses make up two pairs each. 
Looking to each other, one pair stands and the other pair squats. These stone animals, standing 
and squatting alternately, look to each other at distances ranging from 4.88 meters to 6.9 meters. 
The interval between each pair is 29.8-25 meters. All the stone animals are produced in full 
relief with whole pieces of stones, with some of them weighing as much as more than 80 tons. 
Smooth in carving, imposing in look, bold and unrestrained in style, and animated in detail, 
they represent the level of stone carving in the early Ming Dynasty. These animals both 
indicate the loftiness, holiness, purity, and magnificence of the imperial tomb, but also play a 
role in guarding the tomb, exorcising evil spirits, and standing on ceremony. 

The second section of the Sacred Avenue runs 250 meters long from the south to the north. 
Standing along this section of the Sacred Avenue are a pair of white sacrificial columns, two 
pairs of civil officials, and two pairs of military officials arranged in proper order. The 
sacrificial columns, 6.28 meters tall, stand 5.2 meters apart from the east to the west. Both the 
columns and their bases are hexagons in cross section with round caps at the tops and patterns 
of clouds and dragons all over the bodies. Escaping from the style of using lotus flowers to 
decorate the top of a sacrificial column along a sacred avenue as followed since the Tang and 
the Song dynasties, these sacrificial columns are artistically creative. Tall and exquisite, they 
are the champions of the stone carvings produced in the early Ming Dynasty. As for the civil 
and military officials, one pair looks old with beards, the other looks young without beards. All 
of them are more than three meters tall. The military officials, in armour, hold gold wu in their 
hands and wear swords at their waists. The civil officials, wearing court caps and holding 
tablets, which are held before the breast by officials when received in audience by the emperor, 
look serious, imposing and dignified. These officials are the ceremonialists and guards of the 
tomb. 
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The third section of the Sacred Avenue runs 275 meters long from the northeast to the 
southwest. This section starts with the stone Longfeng Gate. The gate, looking south by west 
by 20 degrees, might have three partitions and two walls, according to estimates. It extends 
15.73 meters in width. By now, only six stone plinths and eight arsenium stone blocks still 
remain. On the sides of the stone plinths are carved patterns of flowers and grasses in relief, 
and on the sides of the arsenium stone blocks, patterns of clouds in relief. At the end of this 
section of the Sacred Avenue is the bridge over the second Imperial River. 

4. The bridges over the imperial rivers 
There are three bridges over three imperial rivers in the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 

Dynasty. The first bridge is located between the Stele Tower and the sculptures along the 
Sacred Avenue. It is a single-arch brick bridge. The second bridge is located at the end of the 
Sacred Avenue. Being the bridge leading directly to the tomb palace, it is also known as the 
Five Dragon Bridge. Sitting across the axial line as the tomb palace, it is 200 meters away from 
the palace gate in the north. The body of the bridge used to have five stone arches, but only 
three are left today. The body of the bridge is arched, and lined on both sides by spouts in the 
shape of the heads of hornless dragons, guardrails and sacrificial columns. The third bridge is 
located straight ahead of the Square Town. It is a stone bridge with a single arch, 57.5 meters 
long and 26.6 meters wide. Most of the stone guardrails and the spouts in the shape of the 
heads of hornless dragons on the two sides are broken. The body of the bridge, however, is big 
in volume, solid in structure, and delicate in workmanship. It is a masterpiece among the 
bridges of the early Ming Dynasty. 

5. The palace gate 
This is the main gate of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty. Of the five gateways, the 

three in the middle are arched and the two side ways are flat-topped. Such designing of the 
gateways is intended to show the relationship between the noble and the humble of the 
buildings in the tomb and to serve different purposes of use. The top of the main gate is a slope 
edged by a single layer of eaves and covered with yellow glazed tiles. The gate as a whole is 
8.9 meters tall and 27.65 meters wide. The three arches are 4 meters (the arch in the middle) 
and 3.77 meters (the arches on the right and on the left) respectively. Both the eastern and the 
western side of the gate are connected to the enclosing walls of the tomb palace. These 
enclosing walls are laid with bricks, 5.9 meters tall, red in colour, and covered with glazed tiles 
at the top. 

6. Relics of the front gate of the Sacrificial Palace of the Xiaoling Tomb 
Also known as the Xiaoling Gate, it is a gate in the second array of buildings in the tomb 

palace. It is also the front gate leading to the Sacrificial Palace, the main building of the tomb. 
It stands 34.15 meters south of the palace gate. Only the stone Sumeru pedestal of it is left 
today. The gate totals 40.1 meters in width and 14.6 meters in depth. Steps lead to the pedestal 
from both the front and the back of the gate, and the courtyard buildings extending 22.3 meters 
in width used to stand on the pedestal. The buildings were burnt down in war during the years 
of the reign of Emperor Xian Feng during the Qing Dynasty (1851-1861). A hall of steles was 
built instead on the pedestal during the reign of Emperor Tong Zhi (1862-1874) to house 10 
steles of the Qing Dynasty. The stele in the middle was erected by Emperor Kang Xi in the 38th 
year of his reign (1699). Standing 3.85 meters tall, the stele carries the inscription ‘Zhi Long 
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Tang Song’ (‘Achievement of peace and prosperity beyond those attained in the Tang and the 
Song dynasties’). At the right upper side of the stele are the name of the inscriber and the date 
of inscription. The inscription records the comment made by Emperor Kang Xi, who made 
outstanding achievements in the Qing Dynasty, on Zhu Yuanzhang. Kang extolled Zhu’s 
achievements, concluding that Zhu’s achievements in both civilian and military affairs 
surpassed those attained in the Tang and the Song dynasties. On the two steles on either side of 
the one in the middle are the poems written by Emperor Qian Long of the Qing Dynasty when 
he paid a visit to the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty. Of the two steles standing at the 
back, the one at the eastern side records the visit by Emperor Kang Xi to the tomb in the 23rd 
year of his reign (1684) on the front side and the inscriptions by other officials including Wang 
Ximing, the governor-general of present-day Zhejiang and Jiangsu provinces, and the one at 
the western side records the visit by Emperor Kang Xi to the tomb in the 38th year of his reign 
(1699) on the front side and the inscriptions by other officials including Tao Dai, the 
governor-general of present-day Zhejiang and Jiangsu provinces and Cao Yin, the grandfather 
of Cao Xueqin (who wrote the famous classic A Dream of Red Mansion). Cao Yin was an 
official in charge of the weaving industry in Jiangning Prefecture, and also a close and faithful 
friend of Emperor Kang Xi. These steles show the respect of the emperors of the Qing Dynasty 
to Zhu Yuanzhang as the first emperor of the Ming Dynasty, and their protection of the Zhu’s 
tomb. They also indicate the historical position held by the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 
Dynasty. 

7. The relics of the Sacrificial Palace of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Also known as the Xiaoling Palace, the Sacrificial Palace of the Xiaoling Tomb of the 

Ming Dynasty 55 meters south of the front gate of the Sacrificial Palace is the most important 
Palace in the tomb palaces for conducting sacrificial activities. What have been left of it today 
are three layers of stone Sumeru pedestals with a total height of 3.03 meters. The bottom 
pedestal is 63 meters wide from the east to the west and 48 meters deep. The middle pedestal is 
57.8 meters from the east to the west and 43 meters deep, and the top pedestal is 52 meters 
from the east to the west and 37.5 meters deep. All the pedestals used to be surrounded with 
white stone railings, sacrificial columns, and stone-carved spouts in the shape of the heads of 
hornless dragons. Three steps lead to these pedestals from the front and the back respectively. 
The imperial path in the middle is decorated with patterns of clouds, dragons, mountains and 
rivers carved in relief with great delicacy. A grand sacrificial hall used to stand on the pedestals. 
According to records in historical documents, golden dragons were carved onto the pillars of 
the Sacrificial Palace, and the shrines of Zhu Yuanzhang and his wide Ma and other concubines 
were placed in the center of the Palace. All these were destroyed in war in the 3rd year of the 
reign of Emperor Xian Feng of the Qing Dynasty (1853). What have been conserved on the 
pedestals are 56 huge stone plinths. It has been inferred that the Sacrificial Palace was a 
building nine-room wide and five-room deep and with a yellow glazed roof and multiple layers 
of eaves. The present-day building was first built in the 4th year of the reign of Emperor Tong 
Zhi of the Qing Dynasty (1865) and reconstructed in the 12th year of the reign of Emperor Tong 
Zhi of the Qing Dynasty (1873). It is much smaller than the original one in size. 

8. The Square Town and the Ming Tower 
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The architectural forms of both the Square Town and the Ming Tower first came into 
being in the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty. The Square Town are located in front of the 
Baoding (the Treasure Mound) and laid with big slabs of stone. Rectangular in plane figure, 
they total 16.25 meters high in the front, 60 meters wide, and 34.22 meters deep. The lower 
part is composed of stone Sumeru pedestals decorated with patterns of silk ribbons and 
fangsheng at the waists. Screen walls were built at the eastern and the western sides of the 
Square Town. Located in the shape of the Chinese character ‘��’the walls are laid with bricks 
and stand on stone Sumeru pedestals. The waists of the pedestals and the corners of the walls 
are decorated with brick-carved patterns of flowers including pomegranates, evergreens and 
peonies. Standardized in style, delicate, and vivid, they are rated as the representatives of the 
brick carvings produced in China’s early Ming Dynasty. In the middle of the Square Town is an 
arch 3.86 meters high. Inside this arch is an arched tunnel leading to the Baoding (the Treasure 
Mound). Running deep, the tunnel has Sumeru structures at both sides and a 54-step stairway 
in gradual elevation. This ingenious designing gives the tunnel a mysterious tint. At the 
northern exit of the tunnel is the so-called Jiacheng between the Square Town and the Baoding 
(the Treasure Mound), 5.6 meters wide. From here, steps lead to the Ming Tower on the top of 
the Square Town from both the eastern and the western sides. 

The Ming Tower, located on the top of the Square Town, is 39.25 meters wide and 18.4 
meters deep. There are three arched doors in its south, and one in each of its three other sides. 
The floor is covered with square bricks. The roof of this building was destroyed in war in the 
3rd year of the reign of Emperor Xian Feng of the Qing Dynasty (1853). The brick walls of the 
Ming Tower still stand here today. 

9. The Daoding (the Treasure Mound) and the Treasure Town 
Located to the north of the Square Town, the Baoding (the Treasure Mound) is a big 

mound with a diameter of between 325 and 400 meters and a height of about 70 meters. It used 
to be a small hill in Mountain Zhongshan named Dulong Mound. After being chosen by Zhu 
Yuanzhang as his Baoding (the Treasure Mound), the mound became all the more magnificent 
after repairing and refilling. Round in shape, it looks extremely imposing. Walls constructed 
with bricks slightly round in plane figure were built around the mound. Extending for more 
than 1,000 meters, the walls stand 6.7 meters high on a foundation made with slabs of stone. 
Under the mound are the graves of Zhu Yuanzhang and his wife Ma. 

Inside and outside the tomb palace also stand relics of the Wardrobe Hall, the Imperial 
Kitchen, the Eastern Side Hall, the Western Side Hall, the Shenbo Stove, the Inner Red Gate, 
the Well Pavilion, the Animal-Slaughtering House, and the Moat. Constituting an important 
component part of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty, these buildings are intended either 
for conducting important sacrificial activities or providing protection for the tomb palace. The 
space location, scale of construction, and system of these buildings have all been proved and 
confirmed through archaeological excavation. 

a-6 The persons buried inside 
As the joint burial tomb of the first emperor of the Ming Dynasty and his wife, the 

Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty contains the bodies of Zhu Yuanzhang, the founding 
emperor of the Ming Dynasty (1328-1398) and his wife Ma. Located within the range of this 
tomb are also the tombs of 40 concubines including Shi Gong, mother of Zhu Di who later 
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became Emperor Cheng Zhu of the Ming Dynasty. Zhu Yuanzhang was a famous emperor in 
China’s feudal society. Born into a poor peasant family in Taiping Village, Zhong Li County of 
Haozhou (present-day Fengyang County of Anhui Province), Zhu spent his childhood in 
hunger and disease. His parents died when he was 17 years old. Without any support, he had to 
become a monk in a temple. In the 12th year of the reign of Emperor Zhi Zheng of the Yuan 
Dynasty (1352), Zhu Yuanzhang who was 24 years old at that time joined the Red Scarf Army, 
an army that staged a peasant uprising in the last years of the Yuan Dynasty. Bringing his 
wisdom, resourcefulness and courage into full play during the war against the Yuan Dynasty, 
he won military merits again and again and was promoted from an ordinary soldier to a general 
gradually. In the 16th year of the reign of Emperor Zhi Zheng of the Yuan Dynasty (1356), Zhu 
Yuanzhang led his men to take over Jiqing (present-day Nanjing), an important city south of 
the Yangtze River, and renamed the city as Yingtian. He took Yingtian as his political center 
ever since. 

In 1364, Zhu Yuanzhang named himself the King of Wu. Later, he wiped out all other 
insurrectionary armies, overthrew the Yuan Dynasty, and unified the country. In 1368, he 
ascended the throne, changed the title of the reigning dynasty into Ming, and started his 
calendar system with the name of Hong Wu. During his 31 years’ reign, Zhu took many 
powerful measures in the political, economic, military, cultural and other fields. He 
consolidated the unified state power of the country, and promoted the further development of 
China’s feudal society. He died in 1398 and was buried in the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 
Dynasty in the same year. 
Zhu’s wife Ma was the adopted daughter of Guo Zixing, the leader of the Red Scarf Army. 
Recognizing Zhu’s talent, Guo married Ma to Zhu. Ma followed Zhu wherever he went during 
his military life, and often gave counsel to him. Born kind-heartedly, she was loved by all 
officers and soldiers. After Zhu Yuanzhang ascended the throne, Ma maintained her inherent 
character and often persuaded Zhu to adopt philanthropic acts. As a result, she became an 
empress known for her virtue and geniality in Chinese history. Ma died in the 15th year of the 
reign of Emperor Hong Wu (1382), and was buried in the joint burial tomb in the same year. 

Most of the other concubines buried in the Graveyard of Concubines in the Xiaoling 
Tomb of the Ming Dynasty did not lead such an outstanding life and had few merits. They 
commanded, however, our sympathy for their misery lives because they served as the attendant 
burials or tools of immolation for the emperor. 
 

b. History and development 
After ascending the throne, Zhu Yuanzhang decided upon the site of his tomb in the 2nd 

year of the reign of Emperor Hong Wu (1369) with the participation of the civil official Liu Ji 
and military officials Xu Da and Tang He. In the 9th year of the reign of Emperor Hong Wu 
(1376), removal of the ancient temple Kaishan Temple (renamed as the Jiangshan Temple 
around the end of the Yuan Dynasty and the beginning of the Ming Dynasty) built on the site in 
the Liang Dynasty officially began. Construction of the tomb itself officially started in the 14th 
year of the reign of Emperor Hong Wu (1381). The number of artisans taking part in the 
construction of the tomb totaled tens of thousands of people, and the scale of construction was 
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extremely large. In the following year, Empress Ma died and was buried in the tomb. Because 
Empress Ma was given the posthumous title Xiaoci, the tomb was named the Xiaoling Tomb. 
Construction of the tomb continued, and the Sacrificial Palace was completed in the 16th year 
of the reign of Emperor Hong Wu (1383). In the 25th year of the reign of Emperor Hong Wu 
(1392), Zhu Biao, the crown prince, died young and was buried within the range of the 
Xiaoling Tomb. Because the tomb of Zhu Biao is located east of the Xiaoling Tomb, it has been 
known as the Dongling Tomb in history. In the 31st year of the reign of Emperor Hong Wu 
(1398), Zhu Yuanzhang died from illness and was buried in the tomb in the same year. 
Construction of the tomb did not come to a conclusion because of the death of Zhu Yuanzhang. 
Construction of different parts went on during the reign of Emperor Jian Wen (1399-1402) and 
the reign of Emperor Yong Le (1403-1424). For instance, the Stele of Great Merits inscribed by 
Zhu Di, Emperor Cheng Zhu of the Ming Dynasty in person, was erected in the 11th year of the 
reign of Emperor Yong Le (1413). Lasting for nearly 40 years in construction, the Xiaoling 
Tomb accumulated large amounts of material and spiritual wealth from the state of the early 
Ming Dynasty. 

For the purpose of the protection, management and maintenance of the Xiaoling Tomb, 
the government of the Ming Dynasty set up the Xiaoling Garrison in the 31st year of the reign 
of Emperor Hong Wu. Composed of 5,600 officers and soldiers, the garrison was subordinated 
directly to the Military Command of the Capital Garrison and was subject to the control of the 
Chief Military Commission of the Capital Army. As for the internal management, the 
Directorate for Imperial Temples was set up and subjected to the direct administration of the 
Eunuch Protector-General of the Tomb in Nanjing. Strict stipulations were established in the 
Law of the Grand Ming Dynasty and other state laws and regulations for the garrison and 
maintenance of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty, and violators would be punished 
severely in various ways. In the 14th year of the reign of Emperor Chong Zhen (1641), Emperor 
Chong Zhen ordered the erection of the Jinyue Stele near the Xiama Archway to reiterate the 
state stipulations on the protection of the tomb and the severe punishment on violators. The 
stele still stands in perfect shape at its original place today. 

During the more than 240 years from the reign of Emperor Yong Le (1403-1424) to the 
reign of Emperor Chong Zhen (1628-1644), maintenance was carried out every now and then 
of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty in the charge of the Ministry of Works in Nanjing. 

In the early Qing Dynasty, the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty suffered some 
damages. Having secured its power, the government of the Qing Dynasty set up the Eunuch 
Director of the Tomb and Tomb House to take charge of the routine management of the tomb 
and ordered the monks in Linggu (Divine Valley) Temple to take charge of the repairs and 
maintenance of the tomb. During the reign of Emperor Kang Xi (1662-1722), another stele was 
erected to prohibit gathering firewood and herding here. The emperors after Kang Xi including 
Emperor Yong Zheng (1723-1735), Emperor Qianlong (1736-1795) and Emperor Jia Qing 
(1796-1820) all paid close attention to the protection of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 
Dynasty. During the peasant uprisings in the period of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom 
(1851-1864), the government of the Qing Dynasty stationed the Jiangnan Command in the 
garrison of the tomb. The Taiping Army used Mount Zhongshan to fend off the attacks of the 
army of the Qing Dynasty, turning the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty into a battlefield. 
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As a result, most of the buildings with wood structures were destroyed in the war. After the war, 
local officials made some repairs and reconstructed some of the buildings during the reign of 
Emperor Tong Zhi (1862-1874). But the scale of the tomb became much smaller. In the first 
year of the reign of Emperor Xuan Tong of the Qing Dynasty (1909), special notices in 
Japanese, German, Italian, English, French, and Russian were erected jointly by the 
Director-general of Foreign Affairs Bureau Across the Strait and the Prefect of Jiangning 
Prefecture in front of the Palace Gate and the Hall of Steles to announce the protection of the 
Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty. 

After founding of the Republic of China, management of the tomb was relaxed. 
Comparatively satisfactory management and maintenance of the tomb was not resumed till the 
18th year of the Republic of China (1929) when the tomb was included in the coverage of the 
National Park of Dr Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum.     
 

c. Form and date of most recent records of property 
Between the 1950s and the 1970s, the governments of Jiangsu Province and Nanjing City 

sent people to conduct general surveys and make records of the relics of the various buildings 
in the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty several times. An archive of the tomb was 
established on this basis, and photos of the relics of the various buildings were taken. In the 
early 1980s, the State Administration of Cultural Heritage allocated special funds for a general 
survey of all the cultural relics at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty for the purpose of 
preserving relevant data and determining the focus of maintenance, thus laying an excellent 
foundation for the protection of the cultural relics at the tomb. 

In the late 1990s, an archive of Scientific records was established of the Xiaoling Tomb of 
the Ming Dynasty according to the unified content and form prescribed by the State 
Administration of Cultural Heritage. The archive has been divided into the main volume, the 
supplementary volume, and the reference volume. Contained in the main volume are the 
geographical location, history of development, value of the cultural relics, current condition of 
conservation, condition of work, records of the surveys of single-unit buildings, resumes of the 
persons buried inside, the chronicle of events, photos, and drawings of the Xiaoling Tomb of 
the Ming Dynasty. The supplementary volume covers mainly pertinent decrees and regulations, 
the scope of protection, official correspondence relating to the repairs and maintenance of the 
tomb, plans on repairs and maintenance, records of engineering projects, and reports on the 
completion of engineering work. Contained in the reference volume are mainly historical 
records and modern works about the tomb. 

Since 1998, the Nanjing City Institute of Cultural Relics and the Administration of the 
National Park of Dr Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum have carried out an in-depth survey, prospecting 
and archaeological check-up of the cultural relics at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
with the support of the State Administration of Cultural Heritage and the Nanjing City Bureau 
of Cultural Relics. The move revealed the locations, structures, and sizes of the Palace Gate, 
the Eastern Side Chamber, the Western Side Chamber, the Imperial Kitchen, the Well Pavilion, 
the Moat of the Tomb Palace, the Dongling Tomb, and other buildings and the methods 
adopted for the construction of their foundations and the characteristics of the building 
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materials used for their construction. Large amounts of records of spot archaeology were also 
kept.  

The Department of Cultural Relics of the Administration of the National Park of Dr Sun 
Yat-sen’s Mausoleum takes charge of routine collecting, sorting out and keeping various kinds 
of written data, photos, drawings, rubbings and other materials related to the Xiaoling Tomb of 
the Ming Dynasty. It also establishes archives for these materials for the purpose of effective 
management. 
   

d. Present state of conservation 
As an important part of ancient Chinese cultural heritage, the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 

Dynasty has always won close attention from and all-round protection by the Chinese 
Government. It was listed as a unit of cultural relics under key protection at the national level 
by the State Council of the People’s Republic of China in March, 1961.  

In 1978, the State Administration of Cultural Heritage allocated RMB600,000 yuan for 
the maintenance of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty and Dr Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum 
according to the principle of ‘keeping cultural relics in their original shape.’ The project of the 
conservation and maintenance of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty was completed in 
September 1980. The work done included joining and erecting the Xiama Archway, clearing 
the foundation of the Sacrificial Hall, and repairing the enclosing walls of the tomb palace and 
the walls of the Ming Tower. Also completed at the same time were the installation of railings 
around the Imperial Stone and the water holes in the Big Stone Bridge, clean-up of dust in the 
Sacrificial Palace, and pavement of the paths in the tomb area with square stone. 

In order to bring efforts of conservation onto a legalized track, in December 1991, the 
Nanjing City Committee of Cultural Relics, the Architecture Department of the Southeast 
University, and the Administration of the National Park of Dr Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum jointly 
worked out the Plan on the Conservation of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty in Nanjing. 
The plan was approved by the State Administration of Cultural Heritage in December 1992. It 
is stipulated in the Plan that “engineering projects shall be allowed for construction within the 
protection zone only when they are related to the conservation of cultural relics. It shall be 
strictly forbidden to construct any projects irrelevant to existent buildings, and those already 
completed shall be pulled down.” The Plan also calls for “survey, appraisal and registration of 
and establishment of archives for the ancient buildings and sites within the protection zone” 
and “formulation of rules on the management of the conservation and maintenance of ancient 
buildings, establishment and perfection of management organs, and implementation of the Plan 
at stages.” 

In October 1996, the Additional Notes to the Blueprint of the Conservation of the Stele of 
Great Merits at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty in Nanjing and the Blueprint of 
Conservation of the Environment of the Stone Sculptures Along the Sacred Avenue of the 
Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty in Nanjing were worked out in line with the Plan. 

Pursuant to the Plan on Conservation of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty in 
Nanjing, the Administration of the National Park of Dr Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum has 
conducted a series of work of protection of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty. In 1995, 
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efforts were made to improve the environment of the Big Golden Gate and the Square Town. In 
1996, the Wengzhong Road (the surface of the second section of the Sacred Avenue) was 
repaired. In 1997, protection of the environment of the stone sculptures along the Sacred 
Avenue was completed successfully by re-tracking the traffic lane further outward and paving 
the path in the middle with slabs of stone. The space between the traffic lane and the path was 
turned into lawn surrounded with iron railings and reconstructed ditches. Also in 1997, the 
Sacrificial Palace of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty was repaired. In 1998, the Gate of 
the Tomb Palace (the Wenwu Square Gate) was reconstructed according to its original shape in 
the Ming Dynasty. In the year 2000, the Sumeru pedestal of the Sacrificial Palace was repaired 
partially by restoring some of its railings, sacrificial columns and spouts. In the year 2001, 
archaeological check-up was carried out of the Imperial Kitchen, the Eastern Well Pavilion, the 
Moat, and the underground culvert. Protection was also provided for these ancient sites. 

Thanks to efforts mentioned above, the environmental look of the Xiaoling Tomb of the 
Ming Dynasty and the relics of the humane buildings at it have been put under effective 
protection, and the integrity and authenticity of the tomb has been guaranteed. 
 

e. Policies and programmes related to the presentation and promotion 
of the property 

Since the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty is a rare relic of historical and cultural 
importance in China, intensification of its presentation and publicity will facilitate propagation 
of the fine national culture, increase the knowledge of the people about history, refine people’s 
aesthetic taste, and sharpen their sense about the protection of cultural heritages. It will also 
help people in other countries of the world to know more about and carry out exchanges with 
the Chinese nation. For this reason, the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty has always been 
open to the public as a key site of cultural relics since the 1960s. During its opening, the local 
government has taken a series of measures to enhance  the effects of presentation and 
publicity. 

e-1 Guaranteeing the standardization and efficiency of the presentation and 
publicity by sticking to the principle of sustainable development and formulating 
necessary management rules 

In the Plan on Conservation of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty in Nanjing 
formulated in 1991 and approved by the State Administration of Cultural Heritage in 1992, 
practical plans have been made on the opening and utilization of scenic spots, the improvement 
of tourist environment, and the construction and perfection of service facilities for the tourists.  

On May 19, 1998, the 11th People’s Congress of Nanjing City worked out the Regulations 
of Nanjing City on the Management of the Scenic Zone of the National Park of Dr Sun 
Yat-sen’s Mausoleum. The Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty was also covered by the 
Regulations. Ever since then, management and presentation of the scenic zone of the Xiaoling 
Tomb of the Ming Dynasty has been brought onto a legalized track. 

In December 1999, the Nanjing City Bureau of Cultural Relics, the Administration of the 
National Park of Dr Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum, and the Architecture Department of the 
Southeast University jointly worked out the Plan and Design of the Xiaoling Museum of 



 26

Nanjing, putting forward the plan on and steps for the presentation and publicity of the cultural 
relics at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty and their historical value. 

e-2 Setting up a tourist service center to provide good services for tourists 
A tourist service center has been set up at the eastern side of the entrance of the Xiaoling 

Tomb of the Ming Dynasty to provide catering, accommodation and guide services for tourists 
and sell tourist guides, tourist maps, books about the tomb, picture albums, and tourist 
souvenirs. Water closets have been located at proper places, and small-scale catering facilities 
have been set up in areas with concentrations of tourists. In terms of the price of tickets, 
foreign and domestic comparatively large tourists are treated equally. Road signs and 
introductions in both Chinese and English have been set up, and English-speaking guides are 
available to serve tourists. In order to raise the level of service of the staff, training on 
knowledge about cultural relics, history and service have been offered on a regular basis for the 
purpose of providing better services for tourists. 

e-3 Bringing into play the role of cultural relics in education by setting up a 
presentation center 

In order to enable the society to get a thorough knowledge about the environment, 
buildings, history, historical figures, and legends of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty, 
reveal its rich cultural contents, and publicize its historical, artistic and scientific value, a 
display room has been set up specially in the Xiaoling Museum for holding specialized 
exhibitions. In addition, the archaeological scholars in Nanjing and the people in charge of the 
management of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty have written and published in recent 
years a number of specialized articles and books and provided articles for the media for the 
purpose of publicity. At the same time, venues and services have been provided for various 
kinds of schools to carry out various educational activities. As an important component part of 
the scenic zone of Dr Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum, the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty has 
now been designated as a national base offering education in patriotism. 

e-4 Strengthening publicity of laws and regulations on cultural relics to sharpen the 
sense of the general public about protection of cultural relics 

Ever since promulgation of the Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of 
Cultural Relics, departments of cultural relics at the provincial and city level and the 
Administration of the National Park of Dr Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum have often organized 
various kinds of activities to publicize laws and regulations relating to cultural relics among 
the people in the city and, in particular, the working staff in the tomb area and the broad masses 
of people residing nearby for the purpose of sharpening their sense about protection of cultural 
relics. 

e-5 Strengthening the presentation and publicity of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 
Dynasty by making full use of modern media 

The China Central Television Station, the Jiangsu Television Station, the Nanjing 
Television Station, the Oriental Television Station of Shanghai, and the television stations in 
neighbouring provinces have all broadcast special programmes about the Xiaoling Tomb of the 
Ming Dynasty many times. The People’s Daily and its overseas edition, the Guangming Daily, 
the China Journal of Cultural Relics, the Xinhua Daily, the Yangtze Evening News, the Xinmin 
Evening News of Shanghai, the Wenhui Daily of Hong Kong, and the major newspapers of all 
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other provinces and municipalities as well as the broadcasting stations at the central, provincial 
and municipal levels have all published articles on the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
every now and then. All these have helped extend the social role and influences of the relics of 
historical and cultural importance of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty, and greatly 
enhance its popularity. 
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4. Management 

a. Ownership 
The People’s Republic of China 

 

b. Legal status 
It is subject to protection by pertinent articles in the Constitution of the People’s Republic 

of China, the Criminal Law of the People’s Republic of China, the Law of the People’s 
Republic of China on the Protection of Cultural Relics, and the Law of the People’s Republic of 
China on Environmental Protection. 

It is stipulated in Article 22.2 of the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China that 
“the state shall place under its protection places of historic interest and scenic beauty, rare 
cultural relics, and other important historical and cultural heritages.” 
It is stipulated in Article 2 of the Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of 
Cultural Relics that “the state shall place under its protection, within the boundaries of the 
People’s Republic of china, the following cultural relics of historical, artistic or scientific 
value: 
(1). Sites of ancient culture, ancient tombs, ancient architectural structures, cave temples and 
stone carvings that are of historical, artistic or scientific value; 
(5). Typical material objects reflecting the social system, social production or the life of 
various nationalities in different historical periods.” 
It is stipulated in Article 4.2 of the Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of 
Cultural Relics that Sites of ancient culture, ancient tombs and cave temples shall be owned by 
the state.” 

On March 4, 1961, the State Council of the People’s Republic of China included the 
Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty in the first batch of cultural relics under key protection at 
the national level. 
 

c. Protective measures and means of implementing them 
Before the 1950s, the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty as an imperial tomb was put 

under the management and maintenance of the government of the Qing Dynasty and the Prime 
Minister’s Mausoleum Management Committee of the Republic of China. After the founding 
of the People’s Republic of China in 1949, the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty as an 
ancient site of cultural relics has been put under the management of the People’s Government 
of Nanjing City. Special organs including the Administration of the National Park of Dr Sun 
Yat-sen’s Mausoleum responsible for the conservation of the tomb and functional departments 
including the Department of Cultural Relics under the Administration and the Xiaoling Tomb 
Museum have also been set up. Every year, certain amount of money would be allocated for 
the conservation of the tomb so as to keep its integrity and authenticity. At the same time, the 
tomb as an important historical and cultural heritage has been opened to the public for the 
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purpose of giving full presentation of its value. 
Since the 1950s, the following measures have been taken for the protection and 

management of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty: 
c-1 Exercise of management in accordance with law 
The pertinent laws and regulations in force include the Constitution of the People’s 

Republic of China, the Criminal of the People’s Republic of China, the Law of the People’s 
Republic of China on the Protection of Cultural Relics, the Rules for the Implementation of the 
Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of Cultural Relics, the Law of the 
People’s Republic of China on Environmental Protection, the Interim Regulations for the 
Management of Places Famous for Scenery and Historical Relics, the Regulations of Nanjing 
City on the Protection of Cultural Relics, the Regulations of Nanjing City on the Protection of 
the National Park of Dr Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum, and the Plan on the Protection of the 
Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty. 

c-2 Demarcation of zones for the protection of cultural relics 
According to the Plan on the Protection of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 

approved by the State Administration of Cultural Heritage approved in December 1992, the 
zones marked for the protection of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty are divided into 
two levels: the zone for first-grade protection and the zone for second-grade protection. Since 
the Xiaoling Tomb is located inside the National Park of Dr Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum, no 
areas for construction control have been marked beyond the zone for second-grade protection. 
Instead, control over construction projects has been exercised according to the Regulations of 
Nanjing City on the Management of the National Park of Dr Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum.  

In line with the rule mentioned above, the total area marked for the protection of the 
Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty is 296 hectares including the 116-hectare zone for 
first-grade protection and the 180-hectare zone for second-grade protection (that is, the area 
marked for construction control). 

c-3 Protection and study of the cultural relics at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 
Dynasty and the environment surrounding these cultural relics 

Since the 1950s, departments in charge of the management of Dr Sun Yat-sen’s 
Mausoleum have done a lot of work in the protection and maintenance of the cultural relics at 
the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty and in the improvement of the surrounding 
environment. In 1973, the Sacrificial Palace was repaired; in 1979, the Xiama Archway was 
restored and the foundation of the Sacrificial Palace was cleaned up; in 1981, the road between 
the Golden Water Bridge and the Gate of the Tomb Palace (the Wenwu Square Gate) was 
repaired; and in 1989, the Cultural Relics Management Office of the Department of 
Management of Dr Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum was set up. 

In order to earnestly protect the environment of the cultural relics and partially restore 
their historical looks, the State Administration of Cultural Heritage approved the Plan on the 
Protection of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty in 1992, thus laying a legal basis for the 
protection of the environment of the cultural relics at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty. 
According to requirements raised by the State Administration of Cultural Heritage, 
establishment of archives of scientific records for the Xiaoling Tomb according to unified 
forms has been carried out since 1997, thus enriching the scientific content of protection of the 
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cultural relics. 
Pursuant to stipulations in Article 14 and Article 15 of the Law of the People’s Republic of 

China on the Protection of Cultural Relics, the principle of “keeping cultural relics in their 
original shapes” has been upheld in the protection and maintenance of the Xiaoling Tomb of 
the Ming Dynasty so as to keep the authenticity of the tomb with utmost efforts. 

As for the technical methods adopted for the conservation of the ancient buildings, 
traditional technical processes, traditional raw materials and traditional methods of 
maintenance have been applied for consolidation and maintenance these buildings, as 
stipulated in the Rules on the Management of the Maintenance of Memorial Buildings, Ancient 
Architectural Structures and Cave Temples promulgated by the Ministry of Culture.  

New achievements have been made in the conservation and management of the Xiaoling 
Tomb of the Ming Dynasty since 1996, thanks to the adoption of the following major 
measures: 

c-3-1 Doing a good job in archaeological excavation of ancient sites 
Between 1998 and 2001, archaeological excavation of the Gate of the Tomb Palace (the 

Wenwu Square Gate), the Eastern Side Chamber, the Western Side Chamber, the Imperial 
Kitchen, the Wardrobe Hall, the Slaughterhouse, the Shenbo Stove, and the Moat of the Tomb 
Palace was carried out jointly by the Nanjing Institute of Cultural Relics and the Cultural 
Relics Department of the Administration of the National Park of Dr Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum 
with support from the State Administration of Cultural Heritage, the Jiangsu Provincial Bureau 
of Culture, and the Nanjing Bureau of Cultural Relics. Preliminary nondestructive detection of 
the Xuangong of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty with the magnetic detection method 
was also carried out. Results from these archaeological undertakings have aroused wide 
concern from the society and won the recognition of the archaeological and the historical 
circles and provided conditions for all-round restoration of the complete look of the cultural 
relics at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty and the improvement of work in the scientific 
study, conservation, presentation and publicity of these relics. 

c-3-2 Intensifying repairing of the ancient architectural structures 
In 1996, a project was launched to improve the environment of the Sacred Avenue. The 

path paved with slabs of stone was repaired, motor vehicles were banned, and the system of 
‘pedestrians only’ was introduced. As a result, the stone sculptures along the Sacred Avenue 
have been put under effective protection. In 1998, the Ming-style architectural structures of the 
Gate of the Tomb Palace (the Wenwu Square Gate) were restored according to archaeological 
data, and protection was provided for the remnant walls by building roofs over them. In the 
project of the restoration of the Gate of the Tomb Palace, construction was carried out in strict 
accordance with traditional methods and with full respect to history. Special caution was taken 
to keep the original shape of the gate and maintain its historical authenticity. 

c-3-3 Doing a good job in the sorting and presentation of cultural relics 
In 1996, the top of the walls of the Pavilion of the Stele of Great Merits was cleared up 

and the strength of the bodies of the walls was tested so as to provide reliable data for 
executing the plan on the restoration of the roof of the pavilion. In 1999 and 2000, the site of 
the Dongling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty, the tomb of Zhu Biao, the eldest son of Zhu 
Yuanzhang and the crown prince, was cleared up after being drowned for hundreds of years 
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and was turned into an archaeological park, the first of its kind in Jiangsu Province. 
c-3-4 Establishing scientific and technical archives so as to provide protection in a more 

scientific way 
Establishment of archives of scientific records for the Xiaoling Tomb according to 

requirements and unified forms specified by the State Administration of Cultural Heritage has 
been carried out since 1997, thus enriching the scientific content of protection of the cultural 
relics. 

c-3-5 Attaching importance to the study of cultural relics 
Departments in charge of the cultural relics at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 

have held exhibitions many times to publicize the value of and archaeological achievements in 
the Xiaoling Tomb and the Dongling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty. On the other hand, a research 
institute, the Xiaoling Museum, has been set up and gradually developed into a center 
integrating exhibition and keeping of cultural relics, study of the Ming culture, and publicity 
and education. In recent years, some specialized works including the Xiaoling Tomb of the 
Ming Dynasty, Zhu Yuanzhang and the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty, and New History 
of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty have been published. Several papers have been 
presented to the International Seminar on the History of the Ming Dynasty and a seminar on 
the imperial tombs of the Ming Dynasty, and scores of articles have been published in 
newspapers. These research results have provided not only the basis for the maintenance and 
utilization of cultural relics, but also valuable materials for publicizing and presenting the rich 
scientific contents of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty. 
 

d. Agencies with management authority 
The State Administration of Cultural Heritage of the People’s Republic of China 
10# Chaoyangmenbei Street, Beijing, China 
Post code: 100020 

 
Jiangsu Provincial Bureau of Culture 
2# Huaihai Road, Nanjing City, China 
Post code: 210005 
 
Nanjing City Bureau of Cultural Relics 
43# Chengxian Street, Nanjing City, China 
Post code: 210018 
 
Administration of the National Park of Dr Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum 
7# Shixiang Road, Nanjing City, China 
Post code: 210014 

 
 

e. Level at which management is exercised and name and address of 
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responsible person for contact purposes  
The Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty is a unit of cultural relics under key protection at 

the national level. It has been required that no organs taking direct charge of its management, 
local government departments, or residents living nearby shall reconstruct existent buildings or 
build new ones within the protection zones of the tomb. If any major construction or protection 
projects have to be launched in the zones, or any architectural structures have to be enlarged or 
renovated in the area for construction control, they shall be presented to experts for 
examination and appraisal and submitted to the people’s governments at the provincial and the 
city levels and the State Administration of Cultural Heritage for approval. Any plan on the 
protection of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty shall be submitted first to the State 
Administration of Cultural Heritage for approval and then to the provincial people’s 
government for approval. If alterations have to be made in an approved plan, similar 
procedures have to be gone through. Keeping the authenticity and integrity of the Xiaoling 
Tomb of the Ming Dynasty has won close attention from the central and local governments, 
and the measures taken toward this direction have been powerful and effective. 
Office responsible for management: Department of Cultural Relics of the Administration of the 
National Park of Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum 

Responsible person: Wang Qianhua, Head of the Department 
Address: Anxiang Pavilion, Meihua (Plum Blossom) Hill, Nanjing City, Jiangsu Province, 

China 
Post code: 210014 

 

f. Agreed plan related to property  
The Major management plans that have already been approved include: 
The Overall Programme for the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Blueprint for the Protection of the Wenwu Square Gate of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 
Dynasty in Nanjing 
The Plan on the Protection of the Big Golden Gate and the Pavilion of the Stele of Great 
Merits at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Protection of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty and the Sites of Tombs of the 
Meritorious Officials of the Ming Dynasty 

 

g. Sources and levels of finance 
The funds needed for the conservation and management of the Xiaoling Tomb of the 

Ming Dynasty have been appropriated by the state and the provincial and the city governments 
or accumulated by the Administration of the National Park of Dr Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum on 
its own, with the latter playing a major role. Between 1990 and 2000, a total amount of 
RMB150 million yuan were invested, and all the money has been used according to the 
principle of ‘special funds for special purposes.’ 
 



 33

h. Sources of expertise and training in conservation and management 
techniques 

The maintenance and conservation of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty have 
always been carried out with support and guidance from the State Administration of Cultural 
Heritage, the Jiangsu Provincial Bureau of Culture, the Nanjing City Bureau of Cultural Relics, 
and relevant research institutes and colleges. All the documents, plans, and implementing 
schemes relating to the conservation and management of the cultural relics at the Xiaoling 
Tomb of the Ming Dynasty will be submitted to state-level experts specializing in cultural 
heritage for examination and reported to relevant state departments for approval. Major 
projects of conservation will be implemented under the guidance of experts sent by the central, 
the provincial or the city governments.  

Apart from providing its staff with specialized education regularly, the Administration of 
the National Park of Dr Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum has organized  specialized training in 
archaeology, history, protection of cultural relics, fire prevention, reception of tourists, and 
other branches of knowledge in line with practical conditions. In recent years, it has also sent 
management and professional personnel to gain specialized knowledge about world cultural 
heritages in training classes organized at the national, provincial or city levels so as to improve 
their professional skills in conservation and management. 
 

i. Visitor facilities and statistics 
As a famous tourist resort of a heritage type in China, the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 

Dynasty boasts all basic facilities including water and power supply, telecommunications 
service, roads, parking lots, and toilets. Each year, it receives about 800,000 domestic and 
overseas visitors. 
Exhibition room of the Xiaoling Museum 1 
Tourist service center 1 
Shops 7 
Parking lots 5 
Restaurant 1 
Tourist signs 14 (in Chinese and English) 
Scenic spot indicators 24 (in Chinese and English) 
Toilets 3 

j. Property management plan and statement of objectives 
In order to strengthen the conservation and management of the Xiaoling Tomb of the 

Ming Dynasty, the Nanjing City Bureau of Cultural Relics, the Administration of the National 
Park of Dr Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum and the Architecture Department of the Southeast 
University jointly worked out the Plan on the Protection of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 
Dynasty. The plan was approved by the State Administration of Cultural Heritage and the 
Jiangsu Provincial People’s Government respectively in 1992. 

The guiding Principle of the plan is to pay attention to the authenticity of the information 
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conveyed in history and the irregenerativeness of cultural relics, as is required for inscription 
on the World Heritage List. On the basis of guaranteeing the integrity of the space order of the 
tomb area as a whole, focus will be put on the repairs of influential ancient buildings and sites. 
Comprehensive utilization will also be promoted under the precondition of conservation. Also, 
efforts will be made to promote the development of a tourist culture so as to satisfy the need of 
people for a cultural life. For this purpose, the following plans have been worked out for the 
conservation and restoration of the ancient sites of construction: 

(1). To take prevention of existent ancient sites of the tomb buildings from natural 
destruction as the basic principle. It is not appropriate to restore all the tomb buildings already 
destroyed in the past. Apart from the conservation and restoration of the ancient sites of 
buildings whose walls still stand and call for urgent conservation, and which are of a certain 
historical value, imitations of ancient buildings with no historical data to go by will not be 
constructed in usual cases. 

(2). To guarantee the integrity of the overall layout and the historical environment of the 
tomb by providing all-round protection for the cultural relics, ancient sites and landform within 
the protection zones so as to reflect the true historical pattern. 

(3). To modify the environment of the tomb buildings through effective control over and 
rational improvement of the original vegetation and environmental quality of the tomb area. 

Conservation of the ancient sites of the buildings at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 
Dynasty will be divided into five types according to the current situation, and respective 
measures will be taken accordingly: 

1). Improvement of environment in the case of buildings in perfect conditions, such as in 
the case of the Xiama Archway, the stone sculptures along the Sacred Avenue, and the Moat of 
the tome palace 

2). Construction of roofs for the purpose of protection in the case of buildings whose roofs 
have toppled and fallen but whose walls still stand, such as in the case of the Big Golden Gate, 
the Pavilion of the Stele of Great Merits, the Gate of the Tomb Palace (the Wenwu Square 
Gate), the Inner Red Gate, the Square Town, and the Ming Tower  

3). Restoration of buildings whose sites still exist with due conditions to be restore, such 
as in the case of the Longfeng Gate, the Golden Water Bridge, and the railings of the Big Stone 
Bridge 

4). Protection of ancient sites, such as in the case of the gate of the Xiaoling tomb (that is, 
the Hall of Steles), the Sacrificial Palace, and the Dongling Tomb of the Crown Prince 

5). Erection of introductory signs, such as in the case of the Inner and the Outer Imperial 
Rivers, the King Gate, and the ancient site of the Western Red Gate 

These projects of conservation will be implemented at two stages according to a five-year 
short-term plan and a medium and long-term plan, and in the sequence of their economical 
feasibility and the balance of investment. In addition, they will be implemented according to 
their respective degree of damage and urgency. The total investment needed for the projects to 
be implemented in the five-year short-term plan will be RMB73 million yuan. 
 

k. Staffing levels 
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Working at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty now is a staff of 179 people. Of these, 
98 people or 55 per cent of the total specialize in the conservation, maintenance of ancient 
buildings, tourism, gardening, fire prevention, and photography. Of this staff, 36 people or 21 
per cent of the total have received education at or above the polytechnic or college level. 
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5. Factors affecting the property 

a. Development pressures 
Thanks to the effective protection by the Chinese Government, no industrial, mining or 

lumbering enterprises have ever been located in the protection zones of the Xiaoling Tomb of 
the Ming Dynasty. It has also been forbidden to cut into mountains, mine, lumber, herd, or 
construct permanent civilian buildings or other structures, or to store combustibles or 
explosives in the protection zones. Due to historical reasons, however, there exist in the area 
marked for construction control a few scientific research institutions, literature and art 
organizations, and natural villages. To some extent, these establishments have affected the 
integral space order and environment of the Xiaoling Tomb. Fortunately, it has been stipulated 
in the Plan on the Conservation of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty to “limit their 
further development, control their additional construction, reduce their use of land, and pull 
them down or remove them by stages and in batches.” Work toward this end has already been 
under way and the requirements set in the Plan will be met within five years. 
 

b. Environmental pressures 
The Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty is located within the National Park of Dr Sun 

Yat-sen’s Mausoleum, a famous scenic spot in China. Rich in forest resources and with a 
forestation ratio of 81 per cent, the zone has been known as the “lung of the city” of Nanjing. 
The average daily content of sulfur dioxide in the air around the year is 0.02mg per cubic meter, 
up to the state standard for the quality of first-class atmospheric environment. The noise 
environment is also fairly good, up to the state standard for noise environments in the O class. 
The quality of the major water bodies here is excellent, with that of all surface water bodies 
reaching state standards. As the situation stands, the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty does 
not suffer any environmental pressures.  
 

c. Natural disasters and preparedness 
At present, the major hidden danger of natural disasters lies in forest fire. To cope with the 

situation, the Administration of the National Park of Dr Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum has taken a 
series of protective measures including purchase of fire engines and fire-fighting equipment, 
training of high-quality fire-fighting professionals, and establishment of a television 
monitoring system integrating security, traffic control and prevention of forest fires. In addition, 
scientific methods and management have also been exploited, and police forces have been 
carefully deployed to prevent and stop forest fires and other incidents. Thanks to measures 
mentioned above, no forest fires or incidents have ever taken place at the Xiaoling Tomb of the 
Ming Dynasty. 
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d. Visitor/tourism pressures 
About three kilometers away from the downtown area of Nanjing, the Xiaoling Tomb of 

the Ming Dynasty is of comparatively easy access. Since most of the tourists now put their 
interest in Dr Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum, the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty does not 
suffer any heavy tourism pressures so far as its conservation is concerned. Nevertheless, the 
Administration of the National Park of Dr Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum has taken a series of 
measures to prevent possible negative influences from any travel craze. These measures 
include installation of protective railings around the delicately carved Red Stairway Steps and 
the brick carvings of the screen walls of the Square Town, building of paths on the two sides of 
the Sacred Avenue, prevention of vehicle passage by planting trees or setting up protective 
railings in sections where motor vehicles may drive onto the Sacred Avenue, organization of a 
sanitation team to clear up rubbish all the year round, erection of ‘No Smoking’ signs at 
eye-catching sections of all buildings, and appointment of full-time supervisors. In addition, 
sightseeing paths have been widened, traffic signs in Chinese and English have been put up, 
tourist safety has been strengthened, and a special team has been organized to take charge of 
security and safety affairs, thus creating a safe and comfortable environment for tourists. The 
Anxiang Pavilion, a building on the outer periphery of the Meihua (Plum Blossom) Hill, has 
been turned into an exhibition hall of the Xiaoling Museum. At the same time when displaying 
the historical, cultural and artistic value of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty, this 
building plays, objectively, a role in diverting tourists. To solve the problem of mixed traffic of 
vehicles and pedestrians in front of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty and air pollution, 
other roads will be built beyond the Sacred Avenue according to the Plan on the Conservation 
of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty and sealed-up management will be exercised within 
the range of the Sacred Avenue as a fundamental solution.  
 

e. Number of inhabitants within the property and the area for 
construction control (buffer zone) 

There are now two residential blocks of 606 households in the buffer zone of the Xiaoling 
Tomb of the Ming Dynasty. Although the two blocks are far away from the protection zone of 
the tomb, they will be gradually removed, as required in the Plan on the Conservation of the 
Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty. Meanwhile, trees will be planted in the areas after the 
removal so as to restore their original environmental look. 
 

f. Other 
None. 
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6. Monitoring 

a. Key indicators for measuring state of conservation 
a-1 Ratio of perfect conservation 
As a unit of cultural relics under key protection at the national level, the Xiaoling Tomb of 

the Ming Dynasty is of great historical, scientific and artistic value. After more than 600 years 
of destruction from wars and weathering, no complete wood-structured buildings in their 
original look have been left over here. All the historical relics, however, have been perfectly 
conserved in terms of their original patterns of space. At present, parts of the foundations of 
some relics have sunk, and some of their walls have fractured, eroded, or leaked. These 
problems will be solved one by one according to the Plan on the Conservation of the Xiaoling 
Tomb of the Ming Dynasty so as to effectively conserve and restore these cultural relics. 

a-2 Leaking and weathering 
The tops of the Big Golden Gate, the Pavilion of the Stele of Great Merits, the Inner Red 

Gate, the Square Town and the Ming Tower of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty have 
all been destroyed, and what have been left over are merely their walls. Due to a large amount 
of  precipitation and damp air, bushes grow rapidly over the ancient sites in the tomb area, 
causing not only leaks but also erosion and destruction of the ancient sites from the roots of the 
bushes. Minerals, for instance, have accumulated on the surfaces of the Square Town and 
caused damages to them. The facing of the screen walls of the Square Town has also peeled off, 
baring the bricks. Some of the bricks have already shown signs of weathering. Since the tops of 
the walls of the Big Golden Gate and the Pavilion of the Stele of Great Merits have been 
damaged, measures including sealing up of the fractures in the tops have been taken several 
times since the time of the Republic of China to prevent leaking. This, however, didn’t solve 
the problem thoroughly. To cope with this problem, it has been proposed in the Plan on the 
Conservation of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty that the protective measure of adding 
tops onto the walls be taken so as to keep both their traditional look and their original shape. 
The problem of leaking suffered by the architectural structures mentioned above has to be 
solved by stages within a certain period of time. Plans on the repairs of the Square Town and 
the Ming Tower have been worked out and submitted to the State Administration of Cultural 
Heritage. They will be put into implementation after approval.  
 

b. Administrative arrangement for monitoring the property 
The Administration of the National Park of Dr Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum has worked out 

a series of systems for monitoring the ancient buildings and trees at the Xiaoling Tomb of the 
Ming Dynasty. First of all, special surveys have been conducted of the extent of the 
conservation of each ancient building and tree. Secondly, special technical personnel have been 
assigned to make regular inspection of the death of ancient trees and the collapse, leaking and 
weathering of ancient buildings. A group of full-time forest rangers has also been organized to 
make patrols round the clock so as to prevent destruction or fire. Thirdly, a traffic, security and 
fire monitoring center has been set up, and six monitors have been installed to exercise 
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all-round monitoring round the clock. Fourthly, environmental protection and weather 
departments have been charged to monitor the environment of the tomb area on a regular basis. 
And finally, annual routine repairs and rush repairs have been integrated to strengthen the 
protection of ancient buildings. 
 

c. Results of previous reporting exercises 
The reports completed in recent years on the conservation of the cultural relics mainly 

include: 
c-1 Plan on the Conservation of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty (1992) 

formulated by the Architecture Department of the Southeast University, the Nanjing 
City Committee of Management of Cultural Relics, and the Administration of Dr Sun 
Yat-sen’s Mausoleum 
Synopsis: This plan lays its focus on the conservation of the ancient sites at the Xiaoling Tomb 
of the Ming Dynasty and takes into comprehensive consideration its coordinated development 
including the roads and landscapes within its protection zones. 

c-2 Report on the Repairs of the Wenwu Square Gate of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 
Dynasty and Excavation of Cultural Relics Therefrom (1998) worked out by the 
Department of Cultural Relics of the Administration of the National Park of Dr Sun 
Yat-sen’s Mausoleum 
Synopsis: This report is a comprehensive summary of the plan and construction measures and 
methods for the repairs of the gate and the results of archaeological excavation. 

c-3 Prospecting and Clearing Up of the Underground Palace and the Eastern Side 
Chamber of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty (1999) drawn up by the Department 
of Cultural Relics of the Administration of the National Park of Dr Sun Yat-sen’s 
Mausoleum 
Synopsis: It reports on the detection of the grave of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty, 
the prospecting of the ancient site of the Eastern Side Chamber, and the cultural significance 
and social influence of the layout of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty. A special report 
was made at the Nanjing Seminar on Tourist Theories. 

c-4 Conservation of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty and the Tombs of the 
Founding Officials of the Ming Dynasty (2000) worked out by the Nanjing City Bureau of 
Cultural Relics, the Administration of the National Park of Dr Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum, 
and the Architecture Department of the Southeast University 
Synopsis: It specifies the range for the conservation of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
and the ancient site of the tombs of the founding officials of the Ming Dynasty, their value, the 
problems existing at present, the protective measures being taken currently, and plans for 
implementation by stages. This report has been submitted to the State Administration of 
Cultural Heritage for inclusion in the Specialized National 10th Five-Year Plan on the 
Protection of Major Ancient Sites.  
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7. Documentation 

a. Drawings, photographs, slides and video 
a-1 Drawings 

Drawing 1 Schematic diagrams of the models of the plane layouts of the imperial tombs of 
the Qin, Han, Tang, Song, Ming and Qing dynasties of China for a comparison 

1  the Tomb of Emperor Qinshihuang (the First Emperor) of the Qin Dynasty 
2  The Maoling Tomb of Emperor Wu Di of the Han Dynasty 
3  the Qianling Tomb of Emperor Gao Zong of the Tang Dynasty 
4  the Yongzhao Tomb of Emperor Ren Zong of the Song Dynasty 
5  the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
6  the Changling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty  
7  the Dingdong ling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty 

 
Drawing 2 Schematic diagram of the restoration of the Sacred Avenue of the Xiaoling Tomb 

of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 3 Schematic diagram of the restoration of the tomb palace of the Xiaoling Tomb of 

the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 4 General sectional drawing of the tomb palace of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 

Dynasty 
Drawing 5 The Xiama Archway of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 6 The Jinyue Stele (Stele of Prohibitory Regulations) of the Xiaoling Tomb of the 

Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 7 Elevation drawing of the Big Golden Gate of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 

Dynasty 
Drawing 8 Sectional drawing of the Big Golden Gate of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 

Dynasty 
Drawing 9 Detail drawing of the Sumeru pedestal of the Big Golden Gate of the Xiaoling 

Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 10 Elevation drawing of the Pavilion of the Stele of Great Merits of the Xiaoling 

Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 11 Sectional drawing of the Pavilion of the Stele of Great Merits of the Xiaoling 

Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 12 Front view of a standing lion at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 13 Side view of a standing lion at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 14 Side view of a squatting lion at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 15 Front view of a standing Xiezhi at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 16 Side view of a squatting Xiezhi at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 17 Front view of a standing camel at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 18 Side view of a squatting camel at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 19 Front view of a standing elephant at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 20 Side view of a squatting elephant at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
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Drawing 21 Front view of a standing horse at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 22 Side view of a squatting horse at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 23 Front view of a standing unicorn at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 24 Side view of a standing unicorn at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 25 Side view of a squatting unicorn at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 26 Front view of warrior 1 at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 27 Side view of warrior 1 at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 28 Front view of warrior 2 at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 29 Side view of warrior 2 at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 30 Front view of civil official 1 at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 31 Side view of civil official 1 at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 32 Front view of civil official 2 at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 33 Side view of civil official 2 at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 34 Sacrificial columns by the Sacred Avenue of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 

Dynasty 
Drawing 35 The Five Dragon Bridge over the Inner Imperial River at the Xiaoling Tomb of 

the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 36 Plane figure of the Palace Gate and the Palace of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 

Dynasty 
Drawing 37 Schematic diagram of the current state and restoration of the Inner Red Gate of 

the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 38 Front elevation drawing of the Square Town and the Ming Tower of the Xiaoling 

Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 39 Hind elevation drawing of the Square Town and the Ming Tower and detail 

drawing of the Sumeru pedestals at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 40 Sectional drawing of the Square Town and the Ming Tower of the Xiaoling Tomb 

of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 41 Gate (the Wenwu Gate) of the Tomb Palace of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 

Dynasty 
 
a-2 Photos 
1. Aerial photo of the layouts of the Sacred Avenue, the Tomb Palace and the Treasure Town 

of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
2. A distant view of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
3. The Xiama Archway of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
4. The Jinyu Stele of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
5. The top of the Jinyu Stele of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
6. The Big Golden Gate of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
7. The Pavilion of the Stele of Great Merits at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
8. A standing lion at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
9. A standing camel at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
10. A standing elephant at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
11. A standing unicorn at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
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12. A warrior at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
13. A civil official at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
14. Sacrificial columns by the Sacred Avenue of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
15. Foundation site of the Longfeng Gate of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
16. The Sacrificial Palace of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
17. Base of the Sumeru Pedestal of the Sacrificial Palace of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 

Dynasty 
18. The Five Dragon Bridge over the Inner Imperial Bridge of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 

Dynasty 
19. The Square Town of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
20. Relics of the Square Town and the Ming Tower of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
21. The Moat of the Tomb Palace of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
22. The double-layer courtyard of the Square Town of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
23. The screens walls on the two sides of the Square Town of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 

Dynasty 
24. A bird’s-eye view of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
 
a-3 Slides (to be provided separately) 
a-4 Video (to be provided separately) 
 
b. Copies of property management plans and extracts of other plans and 
regulations relevant to the property as well as excerpts of the laws and 
regulations regarding property management 
 
I. The Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of Cultural Relics, adopted at 
the 25th Meeting of the Standing Committee of the 5th National People’s Congress and 
promulgated by the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress on, effective as of 
November 19, 1982 
 
(Extracts) 
 

Chapter I General Provisions 
… 
Article 2 The state shall place under its protection, within the boundaries of the People’s 
Republic of China, the following cultural relics of historical, artistic or scientific value: 
(1) sites of ancient culture, ancient tombs, ancient architectural structures, cave temples and 
stone carvings that are of historical, artistic or scientific value; 
(2) buildings, memorial sites and memorial objects related to major historical events, 
revolutionary movements or famous people that are highly memorable or are of great 
significance for education or for the preservation of historical data; 
(3) valuable works of art and handicraft articles dating from various historical periods; 
(4) important revolutionary documents as well as manuscripts and ancient or old books and 
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materials, etc, that are of historical, artistic or scientific value; 
(5) typical material objects reflecting the social system, social production or the life of various 
nationalities in different historical periods. 

The criteria and measures for the verification of cultural relics shall be formulated by the 
state department for cultural administration, which shall report them to the State Council for 
approval. 

Fossils of paleovertebrates and paleoanthropoids of scientific value shall be protected by 
the state in the same way as cultural relics. 
 

Chapter II Sites to Be Protected for Their Historical and Cultural Value 
Article 11 No additional construction project may be undertaken within the scope of 
protection for a historical and cultural site. In case of a special need, consent must be obtained 
from the people’s government which made the original announcement on the designation of 
such a site and from the department for cultural administration at the next higher level. If an 
additional construction project is to be undertaken within the scope of protection for a major 
historical and cultural site to be protected at the national level, consent must be obtained from 
the people’s government of the relevant province, autonomous region, or municipality directly 
under the Central Government and from the state department for cultural administration. 
… 
Article 14 The principle of keeping the cultural relics in their original state must be adhered 
to in the repairs and maintenance at the sites designated as the ones to be protected for their 
historical and cultural value and in any removal involving these sites, such as sites related to 
revolutionary history, memorial buildings, ancient tombs, ancient architectural structures, cave 
temples, stone carvings, etc. (including attachments to the structures). 
 

Chapter III Archaeological Excavation 
… 
Article 20 The expenses and workforce needed for the prospecting for cultural relics and 
archaeological excavations which have to be carried out because of capital construction or 
construction for productive purposes shall be included in the investment and labour plans of 
the construction units or reported to planning departments at higher levels for proper 
arrangement. 
… 
 
II. Rules of Jiangsu Province on Implementation of the Law of the People’s Republic of China 
on the Protection of Cultural Relics, adopted at the 7th Meeting of the Standing Committee of 
the 8th People’s Congress of Jiangsu Province on April 22, 1994 and amended at the 29th 
Meeting of the Standing Committee of the 8th People’s Congress of Jiangsu Province on July 
31, 1997 
(Extracts) 
 



 44

Chapter II Sites to Be Protected for Their Historical and Cultural Value 
… 
Article 8 It shall be strictly forbidden to stage, within the scope marked for the protection 
of units of cultural relics, any activities that may endanger the safety of the cultural relics, or 
offend the eye or damage their environmental features; or to undertake additional construction. 
In case of a special need, consent must be obtained from the people’s government that has 
originally made the announcement on the designation of these units and the cultural relics 
administration at a higher level. If an additional construction project is to be undertaken within 
the scope of protection for a major historical and cultural site to be protected at the national 
level, consent must be obtained from the provincial people’s government and the State 
Administration of Cultural Heritage. 
… 
Article 10 Users of units of cultural relics under protection shall work out measures for the 
safety and management of these units, install necessary safety and fire-prevention facilities to 
guarantee the safety of the cultural relics, and take charge of the maintenance of cultural relics 
in accordance with regulations. 
 
III. Regulations of Nanjing City on the Protection of Cultural Relics, worked out at the 8th 
Meeting of the Standing Committee of the 10th People’s Congress of Nanjing City on February 
21, 1989, enacted at the 8th Meeting of the Standing Committee of the 7th People’s Congress of 
Jiangsu Province on April 15, 1989, and amended according to the Decision on the Amendment 
of the Regulations of Nanjing City on the Protection of Cultural Relics adopted at the 33rd 
Meeting of the Standing Committee of the 11th People’s Congress on September 17, 1997 and 
approved by the 31st Meeting of the Standing Committee of the 8th People’s Congress of 
Jiangsu Province on October 17, 1997 (extracts) 
… 

Chapter II Sites to Be Protected for Their Historical and Cultural Value 
… 
Article 12 The principle of keeping units of cultural relics in their original state must be 
adhered to in the maintenance and repairs of cultural relics. All measures for major repairs and 
maintenance shall be reported for examination and approval by the people’s government that 
has originally made the announcement on the designation of these units and the cultural relics 
administration at a higher level, and be implemented in strict accordance with engineering and 
technical norms. 
… 
Article 15 All units using memorial buildings or ancient buildings shall install necessary 
safety and fire-prevention facilities according to pertinent state regulations, set up security and 
fire-fighting organs, and establish or perfect their systems for safety management so as to 
guarantee the safety of the cultural relics. 
 
IV. Regulations of Nanjing City on the Management of the Scenic Spot of the National Park of 
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Dr Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum, worked out at the 2nd Meeting of the Standing Committee of the 
12th People’s Congress of Nanjing City on May 19, 1998 and approved by the 4th Meeting of 
the Standing Committee of the 9th People’s Congress of Jiangsu Province on August 28, 1998 
(extracts) 
 

Chapter I General Provisions 
The scenic spot of the National Park of Dr Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum as referred to in the 

Regulations is the major section of the Scenic Spot of Mount Zhongshan in Nanjing, a key 
scenic spot at the national level. The area covered extends to the Archway of Dr Sun Yat-sen’s 
Mausoleum, the Ningbo-Hangzhou Highway, the guarding wall of the Xiaoling Tomb and 
Maqun in the south; the Huanling Road and the Chalu Crisscrosses in the east, and the Chalu 
Crisscrosses, the Wangjiawan Village, the Temple of King Jiang, and the Taiping Gate in the 
west. Dr Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum and the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty standing in 
this area shall be the section of the scenic spot to be put under key protection. 
… 

Chapter II Planning and Construction 
Article 9 Apart from repairs in a protective manner, perfection of basic facilities, and 
restoration of original memorial buildings, no other buildings or facilities shall be constructed 
or installed within this section for key protection. 
 

Chapter III Conservation and Management 
Article 13 All the memorial buildings, sites of historical and cultural value, gardens and 
other humane landscapes, and natural objects including forests and other vegetation, wild 
animals, landforms, rocks, springs, lakes, and other water bodies within the scenic spot are 
resources of historical interest and scenic beauty and shall be put under strict protection. 
… 
Article 15 Perfect and detailed measures shall be worked out for the conservation and 
management of the major landscapes in the area marked for key protection and that marked for 
construction control. Corresponding measures shall also be worked out for the protection of 
other resources of historical interest and scenic beauty including natural landscapes, sites of 
historical and cultural value, ancient and famous trees, and be put into strict implementation. 
… 
Article 17 No units or individuals shall be allowed to fell trees growing in the area marked 
for key protection. If cutting or replacing is needed, approval shall be obtained by the 
Administration of the National Park of Dr Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum from the City People’s 
Government beforehand. 
… 
Article 21 It shall be forbidden to put up outdoor advertisements in the area marked for key 
protection. 
  

c. Bibliography 
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Special works and documents 
Title Author Time of completion Publisher Edition 

True Records of the 

Ming Dynasty: True 

Records of Emperor 

Hong Wu 

 During the Reign of 

Emperor Yong Le of 

the Ming Dynasty 

The Zhonghua Book 

Company 

Photo-offset 

Chronicles of Major 

Political Events 

During the Ming 

Dynasty 

Zhu Guozhen The Ming Dynasty Wenhai Publishing 

House of Taibei 

Photo-offset 

Collection of 

Regulations of the 

Great Ming Dynasty 

Xu Up, Liu Jean and 

others 

The 5th year of the 

Reign of Emperor 

Hong Zhi of the Ming 

Dynasty (1502) 

Gangling Classics 

Publishing House 

Photo-offset 

History of 

Historiography and 

Classics 

Jiao Hong The Ming Dynasty  Block-printed  

 

Study of States Tan Qian The Ming  

Dynasty 

Beijing Classics 

Publishing House 

Photo-offset 

History of the Ming 

Dynasty 

Zhang Tingyu The Qing Dynasty Zhonghua Book 

Company 

Letterpress printed 

Compendium of the 

Government and 

Social Institutions of 

the Ming Dynasty 

Long Wenbin of the 

Qing Dynasty 

The Qing Dynasty Guangya Book 

Company 

Block-printed 

General History of the 

Ming Dynasty 

Xia Xie The Qing Dynasty Hubei Department of 

Official 

Correspondence 

Block-printed 

Mo Ling Collections Chen Wenshu The Qing Dynasty Huainan Book 

Company 

Block-printed 

A Comprehensive 

Study of Classic 

Reading 

Xu Qianxue The Qing Dynasty Jiangsu Book 

Company 

Block-printed 

Poetry Criticism from 

Jingzhiju 

Zhu Yizun The Qing Dynasty  Block-printed 

Records of New 

Understandings 

Wang Tang The Qing Dynasty  Block-printed 

Study of Imperial 

Tombs of Various 

Dynasties 

Zhu Kongyang The Qing Dynasty Guangling Classics 

Publishing House 

Photo-offset 

History of Jiangning 

Prefecture 

Tu Zongying The Qing dynasty  Block-printed 
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History of the 

Xiaoling Tomb of the 

Ming Dynasty 

Wang Huanbiao The Republic of China  Block-printed 

Short History of 

Mausoleums 

Fu Huanguang The Republic of China  Wood-cut 

Trifles in Jinling Zhou Hui 1955 Literary Classics 

Printing House 

Photo-offset 

Xiaoling Tomb of the 

Ming Dynasty 

Nanjing Museum 1981 Cultural Relics 

Publishing House 

Letterpress-printed 

16 Emperors of the 

Ming Dynasty 

Xu Daling August, 1994 Forbidden City 

Publishing House 

Letterpress-printed 

History of Dr Sun 

Yat-sen’s Mausoleum 

Memorial Hall of Dr 

Sun Yat-sen 

March, 1999 Jiangsu People’s 

Publishing House 

Letterpress-printed 

 
 

d. Address where inventory, records and archives on the relics are held 
Administration of the National Park of Dr Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum 
7# Shixiang Road, Nanjing City, China 
Post code: 210014 
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8. Signature on behalf of the State Party 
 

Full name: The People’s Republic of China 

 

Signature: 

 

Post: 

Director General of the State Administration of Cultural Heritage of the 

People’s Republic of China 

 

Time: June, 1999, Beijing 
 
 
 
 



An explanation to the Overall Layout, three Sections and the 

Surrounding Walls of Xiaoling Tomb of the First Emperor of the 

Ming Dynasty 
 
World Heritage Center, 

 

We received a letter from Mr. Jukka Jokilehto asking for detailed explanation 

of the surrounding walls of the first emperor’s Tomb, which is the extension 

project of our World Heritage application. We would like to indicate following 

according to his request. Hopefully, this will be forward to the ICOMOS. Many 

thanks.   

The first Emperor’s Tomb is articulated in three sections among which, the 

first section is the introductory part without wall; the second section is a zone 

including the Sacred Avenue and used to be surrounded by a 22.5 kilometers in 

circumference; the third section is the main body of the tomb still surrounded 

by the tomb palace wall (Please refer to the attached photo).  

Our argument of the existence of the surrounding wall of the second section is 

based on two evidences. One is historical document. It is clearly recorded in 

the Annals of Jiangning Prefecture (Note: Jiangning is an ancient name of 

Nanjing.) compiled during the reign of Emperor Kangxi (1662- 1722) in the 

early Qing Dynasty. “Around the mountain (Note: it refers to today’s 

Zhongshan Mountain where the Ming Tomb is situated.), there is an outer wall 

of 45 li in circumference (Note: 45 li equals 22.5km.).” The other is 

archaeological evidence. During the rchaeological survey, we found the mark 

of wall connection at each side of the Big Golden Gate, the front door of the 

outer wall. (Please refer to the attached photo.) Judged from the trace, the 

wall was 1.9 meters thick and the height is unable to estimate. Unfortunately, 

the wall was entirely destroyed since the middle ages of the Qing Dynasty, 

around 200 years ago, without a piece remaining. (Please refer to  the 



statement in a-4, p17 in the English version of the documentation). Therefore, 

it’s impossible for us to provide a detailed map of the wall, as well as to 

describe its trend on the map. As a relevant part of the architectural system of 

the first Emperor’s tomb, we can only give it an objective depiction in the 

documentation to indicate its existents in the history.  

The core zone and the buffer zone of the first Emperor’s tomb are located in 

the Scenic Resort of Zhongshan Mountain. The surrounding landscapes and 

environment are in good protection. 

 

 

Sincerely yours: 

Guo Zhan 

World Heritage Dept. of the  

State Administration for Cultural Heritage 

December 24, 2002   
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a-1 Drawings 
Drawing 1 Schematic diagrams of the models of the plane layouts of the imperial tombs of 

the Qin, Han, Tang, Song, Ming and Qing dynasties of China for a comparison 
1 the Tomb of Emperor Qinshihuang (the First Emperor) of the Qin Dynasty 
2 The Maoling Tomb of Emperor Wu Di of the Han Dynasty 
3 the Qianling Tomb of Emperor Gao Zong of the Tang Dynasty 
4 the Yongzhao Tomb of Emperor Ren Zong of the Song Dynasty 
5 the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
6 the Changling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty  
7 the Dingdong ling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty 

 
Drawing 2 Schematic diagram of the restoration of the Sacred Avenue of the Xiaoling Tomb 

of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 3 Schematic diagram of the restoration of the tomb palace of the Xiaoling Tomb of 

the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 4 General sectional drawing of the tomb palace of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 

Dynasty 
Drawing 5 The Xiama Archway of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 6 The Jinyue Stele (Stele of Prohibitory Regulations) of the Xiaoling Tomb of the 

Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 7 Elevation drawing of the Big Golden Gate of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 

Dynasty 
Drawing 8 Sectional drawing of the Big Golden Gate of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 

Dynasty 
Drawing 9 Detail drawing of the Sumeru pedestal of the Big Golden Gate of the Xiaoling 

Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 10 Elevation drawing of the Pavilion of the Stele of Great Merits of the Xiaoling 

Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 11 Sectional drawing of the Pavilion of the Stele of Great Merits of the Xiaoling 

Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 12 Front view of a standing lion at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 13 Side view of a standing lion at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 14 Side view of a squatting lion at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 15 Front view of a standing Xiezhi at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 16 Side view of a squatting Xiezhi at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 17 Front view of a standing camel at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 18 Side view of a squatting camel at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 19 Front view of a standing elephant at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 20 Side view of a squatting elephant at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 21 Front view of a standing horse at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 22 Side view of a squatting horse at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 23 Front view of a standing unicorn at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 24 Side view of a standing unicorn at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
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Drawing 25 Side view of a squatting unicorn at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 26 Front view of warrior 1 at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 27 Side view of warrior 1 at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 28 Front view of warrior 2 at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 29 Side view of warrior 2 at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 30 Front view of civil official 1 at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 31 Side view of civil official 1 at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 32 Front view of civil official 2 at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 33 Side view of civil official 2 at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 34 Sacrificial columns by the Sacred Avenue of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 

Dynasty 
Drawing 35 The Five Dragon Bridge over the Inner Imperial River at the Xiaoling Tomb of 

the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 36 Plane figure of the Palace Gate and the Palace of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 

Dynasty 
Drawing 37 Schematic diagram of the current state and restoration of the Inner Red Gate of 

the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 38 Front elevation drawing of the Square Town and the Ming Tower of the Xiaoling 

Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 39 Hind elevation drawing of the Square Town and the Ming Tower and detail 

drawing of the Sumeru pedestals at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 40 Sectional drawing of the Square Town and the Ming Tower of the Xiaoling Tomb 

of the Ming Dynasty 
Drawing 41 Gate (the Wenwu Gate) of the Tomb Palace of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 

Dynasty 
 
a-2 Photos 
1. Aerial photo of the layouts of the Sacred Avenue, the Tomb Palace and the Treasure Town 

of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
2. A distant view of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
3. The Xiama Archway of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
4. The Jinyu Stele of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
5. The top of the Jinyu Stele of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
6. The Big Golden Gate of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
7. The Pavilion of the Stele of Great Merits at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
8. A standing lion at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
9. A standing camel at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
10. A standing elephant at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
11. A standing unicorn at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
12. A warrior at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
13. A civil official at the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
14. Sacrificial columns by the Sacred Avenue of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
15. Foundation site of the Longfeng Gate of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
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16. The Sacrificial Palace of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
17. Base of the Sumeru Pedestal of the Sacrificial Palace of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 

Dynasty 
18. The Five Dragon Bridge over the Inner Imperial Bridge of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 

Dynasty 
19. The Square Town of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
20. Relics of the Square Town and the Ming Tower of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
21. The Moat of the Tomb Palace of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
22. The double-layer courtyard of the Square Town of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 

Dynasty 
23. The screens walls on the two sides of the Square Town of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming 

Dynasty 
24. A bird’s-eye view of the Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
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1.  Identification of the Property  
a. Country 
The People’s Republic of China 

b. Province and city 
Changping District, Beijing 

c. Name of property 
Ming Tombs 

d. Exact location on map and indication of geographical 

coordinates to the nearest second 
It is located at northwestern Beijing, E   116°– 117°48’30’’  and N 40°. 
It is 3.5 kilometers from the nearest world heritage the Summer Palace (E   116°

16’,  N 39°59’. 
 
e. Maps 
e-1 Location of the Ming Tombs in China 
e-2 Location of the Ming Tombs in Beijing 
e-3 Location of the Ming Tombs Compared with the Nearest World Heritage, the 

Summer Palace 
e-4 Map of the Protection Scope of the Ming Tombs and the Construction Control 

Area (Buffer Zone) 
 
f. Property protection scope and construction control area (buffer 

zone) 
Property protection scope 823 hectares 
Construction control area (buffer zone) 8,100 hectares. 
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2.  Justification for inscription 
 

a. Significance 
The Ming Tombs refer to the mausoleums of the 13 emperors of the Ming 

Dynasty after its capital was moved to Beijing. It is located at the foot of Tianshou 
Mountain in the north of Changping District of Beijing. The mausoleum construction is 
large, complete and well preserved. In the mausoleum area were buried 13 emperors, 23 
empresses, one imperial honored consort and dozens of concubines who were buried 
alive with the emperors. In addition to the emperors’ tombs, there are also seven tombs 
for the concubines and one tomb for the eunuch as well as the accessory buildings like 
auxiliary palaces, duty rooms for eunuchs and ceremonial offices. 

In the Ming Dynasty, people followed the burial system which “dealt with the 
affairs of the dead as if they were alive”. They believed that after a person dies, his soul 
still exists, and he still has the demand for food and living. Therefore, the tombs of these 
13 emperors could be compared to the imperial palaces. The red walls, yellow tiles, 
terraces and halls all demonstrate the magnificence of the overwhelmingly powerful 
emperors.  

Guided by the traditional Chinese theory of geomancy (fengshui), designers of the 
tombs paid much attention to the harmonious unity between the buildings and the 
mountain, rivers and plantation from site selection and planning in order to achieve a 
perfect realm “ created by heaven and nature” and reflect a world view of “unity of men 
and nature.” As an outstanding representative of imperial mausoleum in China, the 
Ming Tombs display the rich connotations of the traditional Chinese. 

From 1409 when the first tomb Changling was first built to early Qing Dynasty 
when the Siling of Emperor Sizhong, last emperor of the dynasty, was built, the 
construction of these tombs last more than 200 years. They experienced the Qing and 
Republic of China. The historical remains are not only good materials for the study of 
the burial system in the Ming and Qing dynasties, funeral ceremonies, sacrificial 
ceremonies, official system and architectural technologies and techniques as well as 
politics, economy and culture. They are also the witnesses of the history of the Qing 
Dynasty and the Republic of China. 

Therefore, the Ming Tombs are not only the typical example of China’s imperial 
mausoleum buildings, but also the best evidences of the long civilization of China. 

 
b. Comparative analysis 
Compared with other imperial tombs, the Ming Tombs bear the following 

characteristics: 
First, the intactness of the buildings has reached a high level. The mausoleum 

areas were built for emperors of as early as the mid-Warring States period. It was 
originated from the “public tombs” system on the basis of the levels in the clans. The 
sizes and setups of mausoleums in different periods are different. Take the mausoleums 
in the Tang and northern Song mausoleums for example, each mausoleum has its own 
gate, sacred way and stone sculptures. Although they formed an entity geographically, 
the buildings were not related as a whole. In Ming Tombs, each mausoleum has its own 
burial chamber, memorial tower and precious citadel which are of the same unity. But 
there is a “general sacred way” – the sacred way in Changling -- in the whole 
mausoleum area. Its stone archway and stone sculptures along the way, plus the tombs 
orderly arranged and designed on the two sides of the way, closely link all the buildings 
into one entity. 
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Second, the burial camber construction system is unique. From Qin and Han 
dynasties to Tang and Song dynasties, the on-the-ground burial buildings were mainly 
built with a trapezoid tomb as its center. A burial chamber was built in front of it. The 
tomb was surrounded by square walls with gates on the four sides. A sacred way was 
built in front of the tomb. The basically symmetrical and balanced square tomb system 
had since then been followed. The Huangling and Zuling in early Ming Dynasties 
adopted this system. Starting from the mausoleum of Zhu Yuanzhang, the system was 
changed to square compound in the front and round precious citadel at the rear part. The 
precious top, memorial tower and burial chamber were built on the axial line. The 
sacred way was winding. The layout of the Ming Tombs basically followed the pattern 
of Xiaoling Tomb but was changed. For instance, the stele of imperial title in the 
memorial towers made the indicative role of this building clearer. The horse way in the 
precious citadel made the patrolling easier than in the Xiaoling. The stone sacrificial 
table and the Lingxing gate in front of the square city added commemorative 
atmosphere and decorative things to the mausoleum. On the axial line on the long and 
deep sacred way were Zhaoyu gate (great red gate), divine merit stele pavilion, stone 
sculptures, dragon-phoenix gate, which were designed according to the layout of 
Xiaoling Tomb. But the stone archway in front of the Zhaoyu gate, the stone watch 
columns placed in front of the stone sculptures and honored general figures in the stone 
sculptures were the new designs. The coffin chambers of the Ming Tombs were also 
different from the wood coffin chambers in the Qin and Han dynasties as well as the 
tomb pits dug into the mountain in the Tang Dynasty. Here, the tomb pits were real 
palace-like buildings with glazed components deep buried underground. 

Third, the natural environment is tranquil and impressive. The selection of the 
tomb sites for ancient emperors was very much by the fengshui theory. The designers at 
that time adopted the Jiangxi-style method of fengshui, which stressed the co-ordination 
of dragon, pit, sand and water. The site at the foot of Tianshou Mountain where the 
Ming Tombs were located was selected by famous fengshui practitioner Liao Junqing. 
The mausoleum was surrounded by green mountain with an open and vast area facing 
the south and rivers winding through. Each tomb was also located against the mountain 
and facing the river. Unlike previous tombs before the Song Dynasty, which were built 
on the plain, the environment of the Ming Tombs looked more pleasing and colorful and 
could better demonstrate the magnificence of imperial mausoleums. 

 
c. Authenticity / integrity 
c-1 Environment 
The environment of the Ming Tombs is composed of such elements as mountain, 

river and plantation. After the founding of the People’s Republic of China in 1949, the 
government has set up files for the ancient and famous trees in the mausoleum area to 
better protect the original appearance. The mountain appeared the same. The water 
system was unchanged except for the Ming Tombs Reservoir southeast of the area, 
which had not affected the security and scenes. 

 
c-2 Burial buildings 
Each of the Ming Tombs has a precious citadel and memorial tower. Under the 

precious citadel is the coffin chamber where the owner is buried. All the precious 
citadels, except the one with Siling, which was rebuilt later, have kept the original shape. 
All the memorial towers, except the ones with Siling and Zhaoling, are preserved till 
today. The tower in Siling was destroyed before the PRC was founded. When the 
memorial tower of Zhaoling was repaired in 1986, the tower was rebuilt according to 
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the original pattern. Besides necessary protection net and rubber carpet on the ground 
inside the burial chambers are intact and authentic. The unearthed antiques have been 
preserved separately. In front of each precious citadel were Ling’en gate, Ling’en hall, 
left and right side halls, silk burner, Lingxing gate and stone alter pieces, slaughter 
house, divine kitchen, divine warehouse and other buildings. The Ling’en hall, Ling’en 
gate and silk burner in the Changling are well preserved. The Ling’en gate and Ling’en 
hall were rebuilt in 1986. Before the PRC was founded, some buildings partially 
collapsed. Some buildings’ bases remained, and have been unchanged till today. The 
remains of the slaughter houses, divine kitchen and divine warehouse of each tomb are 
unchanged except for the ones in Zhaoling which were rebuilt in 1990. There is a sacred 
way before each mausoleum. The stone archway, great red gate, stele of divine merits 
pavilion, stone sculptures and dragon-phoenix gate along the Changling are well 
preserved. The stele of divine merits pavilion, great red gate and dragon-phoenix gate 
were once repaired after 1949. The sacred ways and divine merit stele pavilions in other 
mausoleums were dismantled in Qing Dynasty. The stone steles and some stone bridges 
still exist. A large number of cypress and pine trees in the mausoleums. Now these trees 
grow well. The trees along the sacred ways were mostly felled in the Qing Dynasty. 
Outside the mausoleums, the duty rooms for eunuchs, ceremonial offices and officials’ 
waiting rooms were built in the Ming Dynasty. The duty rooms had become villages in 
the Qing Dynasty. Only some of the walls and gates remained. The ceremonial offices 
and officials’ waiting rooms were damaged in the Qing Dynasty and nothing remained. 

The tombs of the concubines and eunuchs were turned to farmland in the Qing 
Dynasty. The broken walls and part of the stone carvings remained on the ground. The 
underground burial chambers remain. The auxiliary palaces, nine-dragon pond and the 
walls at each mountain entrance were damaged in the Qing Dynasty. Only some parts 
remained. 

In general, the Ming Tombs’ main buildings are intact till today. The underground 
burial chambers are also well preserved. The general layout of the tombs has been intact 
according to original plan. The remains of ancient buildings have not been very much 
changed or intervened. And the natural environment has not been damaged. The Ming 
Tombs are of a high degree of authenticity and integrity. 

 
d. Criteria under which inscription is proposed 
d-1 The Ming Tombs are outstanding examples of ancient Chinese 

architecture 
The large-scale Ming Tombs are built by following an intact funeral system. The 

mausoleum site was carefully selected and meticulously designed and built with fine 
materials. The layout of the mausoleums could meet the requirement of ritual system 
while taking into consideration of the co-ordination of environment elements of 
mountains and rivers, thus reaching an extremely high artistic realm. The buildings such 
as stone archway, stone sculptures, Ling’en gate and Ling’en hall of the Changling and 
underground palace of the Dingling – built with elegant design and fine materials -- are 
the masterpieces of Chinese architecture. It should meet the requirement of Criterion I 
for world cultural heritage. 

 
d-2 The Ming Tombs exerted far-reaching influence over the burial system of 

the Qing Dynasty 
The tomb pattern of the Ming Tombs very much affected the imperial tombs in the 

Qing Dynasty. In the Eastern and Western Qing Tombs, the stone archway, great red 
gate, divine merit stele pavilion, stone sculptures and dragon-phoenix gate were built 
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along the main sacred way. The layout of burial chambers, precious citadel, memorial 
tower, stone altar pieces, two-column gate, three gates, Long’en gate and Long’en hall 
were also built by learning from the system of the Ming Tombs. The layout of Tailing 
of Qing Dynasty is almost the same with the Zhaoling of Ming Dynasty in terms of 
slaughter house, divine kitchen and divine warehouse. This shows that the Ming Tombs 
have a great impact over the later dynasty in burial system. It should meet Criterion II 
for world cultural heritage. 

 
d-3 The Ming Tombs recorded most of the history of the Ming Dynasty 
The first mausoleum of the Ming Tombs, Changling, started to be built in 1409, 

which was nearly 600 years ago. The last mausoleum, Siling, can be traced back to 350 
years ago. They witnessed the history of the rise and fall of the Ming Dynasty and 
recorded the cultural, art and scientific development in that dynasty. It should be 
regarded as meeting the requirement of Criterion III for world cultural heritage. 

 
d-4 The Ming Tombs, which witnessed the 200-year history of Ming Dynasty 

are the masterpieces of Chinese architecture and the best representatives 
of mausoleum planning and construction. It should meet the requirement 
of Criterion IV for world cultural heritage.  

 
d-5 The owners of the Ming Tombs involved 13 of the 16 Ming emperors and 

23 empresses as well as the concubines who were buried alive with the 
emperors. 

Of the 13 emperors, the owner of Changling, Zhu Di, achieved a lot in governing 
the country. He had the capital moved to Beijing and the Great Encyclopedia of Yongle 
compiled and sent eunuch Zheng He to travel to the Indian Ocean. These are all 
important events in the Chinese history. The owners of Xianling and Jingling Emperor 
Renzong Zhu Gaochi and Emperor Xuanzong Zhu Zhanji were very much devoted to 
administering and stressed agricultural development, making great contributions to the 
economic development. During their reign was a stable period, called “Prosperous 
Period of Renzong and Xuanzong.” The owner of Yongling, Emperor Shizong Zhu 
Houcong, was in power for 45 years, during which such historical events as Qi Jiguang 
fighting Japanese invaders and Hui Rui dismissed from office. During the early reign of 
Emperor Shenzong Zhu Yijun, the owner of Dingling, famous statesman Zhang Juzheng 
carried out the political reform. Emperor Sizong, Zhu Youjian, owner of Siling, was the 
last emperor of Ming, which was overthrown by farmers’ uprising. During the 
construction of the Ming Tombs, famous craftsmen Piang Xiang and Lu Xiang took part 
in the building. Famous calligraphers Cheng Nan and Yun Shudan  and  Emperor 
Renzong wrote the inscription of the divine merits stele of Changling. The stele also 
carried the poem and article by Qing Emperor Qianlong and Emperor Jiaqing. It should 
be regarded as meeting the requirement of Criterion VI for world cultural heritage.  

In a word, the Ming Tombs fully conform to the Criteria I, II, III. IV, and VI for 
world cultural heritage. 
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3.  Description 
a. Description of the property 
 
a-1 Natural conditions 
Ming Tombs are located in the northern mountain area in Changping District of 

Beijing. The climate is temperate; the rainfall is moderate; sunshine time is sufficient; 
and four seasons are clear. The area is in the warm temperate semi-humid monsoon 
continental climate zone. The average temperature in the hottest July is 25.8 degrees 
centigrade. The average temperature of coldest January is –4.1degrees centigrade. The 
land is fertile. The terrain goes downward from northwest to southeast. The forests are 
dense and plantation coverage is extensive. The area enjoys good natural conditions. 

 
a-2 The geographical conditions and distribution of the tombs 
Before Emperor Chengzu Zhu Di built the tomb, he sent his rites minister Zhao 

Yu and fengshui practitioners of Jiangxi style Liao Junqin and Zeng Congzheng to 
travel all over the mountains in suburban Beijing. Finally they chose Tianshou 
Mountain. This is a small basin surrounded by mountains, the remnant part of Jundu 
Mountains. The peaks of Tianshou Mountain are in the north. The central peak, the 
highest point of the area, is 750 meters above sea level. Before the mountains, the plains 
are open, and rivers flow through. The mountains, which the tombs area stands against, 
spread to connect the Taihang Mountains. Changling of Ming Emperor Chengzu was 
located at the foot of the central peak of Tianshou Mountain. The Ming Tombs face 
south, with winding Mangshan Mountain on its left and steep Huyu Mountain on its 
right. In front of and on the two sides of the tombs are rivers flowing by, which then 
gather as one river flower southeastward. In the far front are Baoshan and the rear 
mountain of Changping town. Outside the tombs area are Malanyu and Xishan 
mountains on its western and eastern sides, just like thousands of horses and servants 
guarding the mausoleums. These geographical conditions are the ideal ones for the 
construction of mausoleums of emperors, which the fengshui people highly valued. The 
layout of the Ming Tombs reflect the geomancy pattern of “Zhuque in the front, 
Xuanwu at the rear, Green dragon on the left and White tiger on the right’’ in light of 
the principle of “imperial mausoleums fitting the mountains and rivers.” 

The tombs of Emperor Chengzu and the emperors later are distributed on the two 
sides of Changling according to their positions. The Xianling of Emperor Renzong Zhu 
Gaochi is located at the southern foot of western peak of Tianshou Mountain. The 
Jingling of Emperor Xuanzong Zhu Zhanji is at the southern foot of eastern peak of 
Tianshou Moutnain. The Yuling of Emperor Yingzong Zhu Qizhen is at the foot of 
Shimen Mountain to the west of Xianling. The Kangling of Emperor Wuzong Zhu 
Houzao is located at the eastern foot of Jinling to the southwest of Tailing. The 
Yongling of Emperor Shizong Zhu Houcong is at the southern foot of Yangcuiling 
southeast of Jingling. The Zhaoling of Emperor Muzong Zhu Zaihou is at the foot of 
Dayu Mountain to the southeast of Kangling. The Dingling of Emperor Shenzong is 
located at the eastern foot of Xiaoyu Mountain (renamed Dayu Mountain when 
Dingling was built) to the west of Zhaoling. The Qingling of Emperor Guangzong Zhu 
Changluoqing is located at the southern foot of Huangshansi between Xianling and 
Yuling. The Deling of Emperor Xizong Zhu Youxiao is located at the western foot of 
Tanyuling to the northeast of Yongling. The Siling of Emperor Sizhong is located at the 
southern foot of Luma Mountain in the southwest of the tombs area. 
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Various tombs are oriented differently on the basis of the mountains they stand 
against according to the Jiangxi-style fengshui theory. 

 
a-3 Mausoleum architecture system and architectural masterpieces 
Changling 
This is the largest mausoleum in the Ming Tombs. A sacred way is leading to the 

burial palaces, which are the main part of the burial buildings. 
Sacred way of Changling. It begins from the stone archway in the south of the 

mausoleum and ends at the gate of Changling. Along the 7.3-kilometre sacred way are 
stone archway, three-arch stone bridge, dismounting stele, great red gate, divine merit 
stele, stone watch columns (a pair), stone sculptures (18 pairs), dragon-phoenix gate, 
southern five-arch bridge and northern five-arch bridge. The sacred way to the north of 
northern five-arch bridge is paved with stone tablets. 

Stone archway. It is located on the west side of Longshan Mountain. It is the 
earliest stone-structure archway in China. It is made with white stones and green-white 
stones in the resemblance of wood structure archway. The archway has five openings 
(28.86 meters) with a height of 12 meters. On the top of the archway are five roofs, four 
sandwich roofs and two side roofs. Each roof is a wudian roof carved with animal 
ornaments and brackets. Six stone pillars, each with base stones at the bottom, support 
the archway. The base stones are carved with cloud and dragons and double lions 
playing with balls. 

Great red gate. It is on the high place between dragon and tiger mountains. It is the 
front gate of the mausoleum. The gate has a one-eave wudian roof, yellow glazed tiles 
and stone-carved eaves. In the red wall are three arch openings. This is the entrance for 
the empresses and officials who paid respect to the emperors. Dismounting steles are 
erected on the two sides of the gate. They read: “Officials should dismount from here.” 
This design was to indicate the noble position of emperors. 

Divine Merit Stele Pavilion. It is a double-eave xieshan roof. On the four sides are 
arch openings. The stele in the pavilion carries the article to praise the achievements of 
the late emperor. The stele is on the back of an animal with dragonhead and tortoise 
back. Carved in relief is the inscription written by Emperor Renzong Zhu Gaochi at the 
first year of Emperor Hongxi’s reign (1425). Carved in intaglio is the poem written by 
Qing Dynasty Emperor Qianlong in 1785. On the left of the stele is a poem written by 
Qing Emperor Qianlong in 1787. On the right side of the stele is carved the inscription 
written by Qing Emperor Jiaqing in 1804. On the four corners of the stele pavilion are 
four tall huabiao (ornamental columns) of white marble. The huabiao are 10.81 meters 
tall and carved on their bodies rising dragons and on the top crouching dragons. 

Stone watch poles and stone sculptures are the best stone carving works in the 
Ming Tombs. The pillars along the sacred way are the symbols of the way. The 
sculptures, in 18 pairs, standing along the way, are sitting lions, standing lions, sitting 
xiezhi, standing xiezhi, sitting camels, standing camels, sitting elephants, standing 
elephants, sitting kirins, standing kirins, sitting horses and standing horses. After the 
stone animals are stone people, stone generals, stone officials and stone honored 
generals. These sculptures are large and exquisitely carved. The lions, xiezhi and Kirin 
open their mouths and show their strong limbs. The camels and horses are docile and 
elegant. The stone generals in helmets and holding swards appear powerful. The 
officials in robes seem to wait for the late emperor. These sculptures are good 
ornaments in the imperial mausoleums. They are also good materials for the study of 
costumes in the Ming Dynasty. 
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Dragon-phoenix gate is an archway with protruding pillars. It has three openings 
separated by stone-carved pillars. The frames between the pillars are carved with pearls 
and fire. Ancient people believed that the gate symbolized the position of emperors and 
empresses.  

The burial palace of Changling covers about 120,000 square meters. The front part 
of it is square, and the rear part is round. The square part refers to the three courtyards. 
The first courtyard has a single-eave xieshan roof gate (with three arch openings). On 
the two sides of the gate were two doors in the wall. There was a divine kitchen on the 
left side of the courtyard and a divine warehouse on the right side. The second courtyard 
has a Ling’en gate (single-eave xieshan roof with five openings and two-room depth). 
On the two sides of the gate are two doors in the wall. In the middle of the courtyard is 
the Ling’en hall, which is the main building of the ground buildings. It was used to 
place the memorial tablet, clothes and hat and personal belongings of the emperor and 
hold worshiping ceremonies. The hall is one of the few nanmu buildings in China. The 
hall is built on three layers of terrace with white marble rails. The roof is of multi-eave 
and wudian style, on the top level of ancient architectural design. The building width is 
composed of nine openings (66.56 meters) and the depth has five rooms (29.12 meters), 
symbolizing the uppermost position of the emperor. The 60 nanmu pillars supporting 
the hall are very thick. The thickest pillar is 12.58 meters tall and 1.124 meters in 
diameter. Such precious timber could be rarely seen in the world now. All the nanmu 
pillars were collected from the deep forest in Sichuan, Hubei and Hunan. There were 15 
side rooms on each side of the hall.  There was a small glazed silk burner in front of 
each room. The third room has an inner red gate just like the mausoleum gate. On the 
axial line are Lingxing gate, stone altar pieces (On the sumeru stone altar are one stone 
burner, two candle stands and two vases). 

The round part of the mausoleum refers to the rear part surrounded by walls. It is 
called precious citadel or Baoshancheng. In front the citadel is a square city which 
serves as the entrance. On top of the square city is a memorial tower. The tower is a 
double-eave and xieshan building. It looks square and has four arch doors. Inside the 
building is the stele of imperial title: “Tomb of Emperor Chengzu. The tomb in the 
square city is called “precious hill” in Ming Dynasty. The hill is a yellow earth hill. 
Deep under the hill is buried the burial chamber of emperor and empress. The pines and 
cypresses, red walls and yellow tiles make the mausoleum all the more tranquil and 
solemn. Besides the burial chamber, there were some auxiliary buildings. On the left 
was a slaughter pavilion where the oxen, sheep and pigs were slaughtered for sacrificial 
ceremony. On the left were duty rooms where eunuchs lived to take care of the tombs. 
To the south of these rooms was the ceremonial office responsible for arranging 
memorial affairs. In right front of the tomb was a dressing hall, where emperors 
changed clothes or took a rest when they came to pay respect to their ancestors. To the 
south of the hall were five ponds used to feed birds. 

Xianling 
The pattern of this mausoleum basically follows Changling, only smaller in size 

and simpler in architecture. Its sacred way, 1 kilometer long, extends from the sacred 
way of Changling from northern five-arch stone bridge. The divine merit stele pavilion 
is built close to the tomb. In front of the pavilion is a single-arch stone bridge. The 
burial chamber covers 42,000 square meters with two square courtyards. According to 
the theory of fengshui, the two courtyards are separated by the Yu’an Mountain in front 
the precious citadel. In the front courtyard, the Ling’en gate (three rooms wide) is the 
gate of the mausoleum. A single-eave and five-room Ling’en hall is flanked by five side 
rooms on the two sides and silk burners. A rear door leads to the rear courtyard. In the 
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rear courtyard are three glazed-tile gate towers, in which a Lingxing gate and stone alter 
pieces are placed. The precious citadel is slightly. It is a vertically long oval, and the hill 
is not as tall as that in Changling. The entrance is a straight-through path unlike the T-
shape path in Changling. In front of the precious citadel is a glazed screen wall. The 
sacred way links the two courtyards. Two single-arch stone bridges are built to the west 
of Yu’an Mountain. In front of the glazed screen wall in the rear courtyard are three 
single-arch stone bridges. Besides the burial chamber are slaughter pavilions, divine 
kitchen, duty rooms for eunuchs and ceremonial offices. 

Jingling 
Its sacred way derives northeastward from the northern five-archway on the 

Changling sacred way, lasting about 1.5 kilometers. In the middle of the sacred way is a 
single-arch stone bridge. A divine merit stele pavilion is built near the tomb. The burial 
chamber covers about 25,000 square kilometers. Its memorial tower, square city, stone 
sacrificial pieces, two-pillar archway, three glazed gates, left and right side halls, 
Ling’en gate and silk burner are about the same with Xialin. What is different is that its 
first and second courtyards are linked. The precious citadel is vertically narrow because 
of its special topography. Behind the Ling’en hall is a house called Baosha. It has a rear 
door. The courtyard of slaughter pavilion and divine kitchen has three rooms as divine 
warehouses on its two sides. 

Yuling 
Its sacred way starts from the stele pavilion of Xianling, lasting about 1.5 

kilometers. In the middle of the way are two single-arch bridges (located to the east of 
duty room for eunuchs of Xianling and east of single-arch stone bridge of Qingling). A 
divine merit stele pavilion is built near the tomb. To the north of the pavilion are three 
single-arch pavilions. The burial chambers cover about 26,200 square meters. The 
layout of the courtyards and buildings are similar to the Jingling. But its Ling’en hall 
does not have Baosha or rear door. The precious citadel appears in the shape of long 
oval like Xianling. 

Maoling 
Its sacred way begins from the front of Yuling, lasting about 8 kilometers. In the 

middle of the way is a single-arch bridge. A divine merit stele pavilion is built near the 
tomb. The burial chamber covers about 25,600 square meters. Its general layout and 
buildings are similar to the Yuling, but there are left and right stone steps behind the 
glazed screen wall, leading to the precious top. 

Tailing 
Its sacred way derives from the stele pavilion, lasting about 1 kilometer. On the 

way is a five-arch bridge. Near the tomb is a divine merit stele pavilion, after which are 
three single-arch bridges. The general layout and the buildings are about the same with 
Yuling. 

Kangling 
Its sacred way derives from the five-arch bridge in Tailing and extends 

southwestward, lasting about 1 kilometer. On the way are a five-arch bridge and a three-
arch bridge. The burial chamber covers 27,000 square meters. Near the tomb is a divine 
merit stele pavilion. The general layout and the buildings are about the same with 
Yuling. 

Yongling 
Its sacred way extends northeastward from the seven-arch bridge of the sacred 

way of Changling, lasting about 1.5 kilometers. There is a single-arch bridge on the way, 
the north of which is paved with stone tablets. Close to the tomb is a divine merit 
pavilion. In front of the pavilion are three single-arch bridges. The burial chamber 
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covers about 250,000 square meters. The layout resembles that of Changling. It has one 
more wall. Its buildings bear their characteristics - the memorial tower is of brick-stone 
structure without a single wood or nail. All the eaves, including the horizontal inscribed 
board, are made of stone, but are painted like a wood structure. The precious citadel, 
square city and crenels are all piled with colorful and hard stones. The city is filled with 
yellow earth. In the middle of precious hill is a cylinder-like precious top. The double-
eave Ling'en hall has seven rooms and nine rooms on left and right sides. The Ling'en 
gate has five rooms. And divine kitchen and divine warehouse each have five rooms. 
The size of the mausoleum is much larger than Xianling, Jingling, Yuling, Maoling, 
Tailing and Kangling, and only smaller than Changling. The dragon and phoenix relief 
carving on the stone path of the Ling'en gate and Ling'en hall are extremely exquisite in 
Yongling. 

Zhaoling 
Its sacred way derives from the seven-arch bridge in Changling and extends 

westward, lasting about 2 kilometers. On the way are a five-arch bridge and a single-
arch bridge. The burial chamber covers 34,600 square meters. Near the tomb is a divine 
merit stele pavilion. The general layout and the buildings are about the same with 
Tailing and Kangling. What is different is that its precious hill in the precious citadel 
follows Yongling. In front of the precious hill is a tall earth blocking wall to be linked 
with the wall of precious citadel, creating a crescent courtyard, known as the "dumb 
courtyard." 

Dingling 
Its sacred way extends northwestward from the west of the five-arch bridge of 

Zhaoling's sacred way, lasting about 1.8 kilometers. The way is paved with stones. On 
the way is a three-arch bridge. Near the tomb is a divine merit stele pavilion, in front of 
which are three single-arch bridges. 

The burial chamber covers about 180,000 square meters. Its construction format 
follows Yongling. The side halls on the left and right have seven rooms. Within the 
exterior walls are three rooms for divine kitchens and three rooms for divine warehouse. 
Its layout is only smaller than Yongling. 

The underground palace was excavated in 1957. The chamber is built by following 
the inner imperial court, which is made of front, middle, rear, left and right stone 
buildings. Their tops are all stone tablet arches. The rear palace is the main hall of the 
burial chamber (called “imperial hall” in Ming Dynasty), which appears to be a 
horizontal oblong. The palace is 30.1 meters wide, 9.1 meters deep and 9.5 meters high. 
The ground is paved with square granophyre stone tablets. In the middle of the rear part 
of the palace is a precious terrace (where the coffin is placed), which is 175 meters wide, 
3.7 meters deep and 0.4 meter high. In the center of the terrace is a 0.4m x 0.2m square 
hole, which is filled with yellow earth. This is the so-called “golden well” according to 
the geomancy theory. The coffins of Emperor Shenzong and his expresses Xiaoduan and 
Xiaojing as well as their burial objects are placed on the terrace. The emperor’s coffin is 
in the middle and covers the golden well. On the two sides of his coffin are the 
empresses’ coffins. The boxes with the burial articles are placed on the two ends of the 
terrace. The central hall, which is in front of the rear hall, is a vertical rectangular. It is 6 
meters wide, 32 meters deep and 7.2 meters high. The ground is paved with bricks. The 
divine seats of the emperor and empresses (The emperor’s seat has dragon heads carved 
on the arms and the empress’s seat has phoenix heads carved on the arms). The yellow 
glazed sacrificial pieces and the altar lamp with a big porcelain oil jar are placed in this 
hall. The front hall, in front of the middle hall, is 20 meters deep and its width and 
height are the same with the central hall. It is empty. There is a small room linking the 
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tunnel, which is divided into stone and brick parts. It extends to the square city and then 
turns right to the tunnel gate at the wall of the city. The left and right side halls, on the 
two sides of the central hall, are in the shape of oblong. They are 26 meters wide, 7 
meters deep and 7.4 meters high. The ground is paved with green and white stone 
tablets. There are brick-covered precious terraces in the halls with a golden well. The 
terraces still remain. 

The five stone halls have seven stone doors. The doors of front, middle and rear 
halls are most exquisite. With the doors are three white stone arches in the wall. The 
doors are carved with door rings and knobs. There are 81 knobs. Nine, the largest one-
digit odd number, is used to indicate the emperor’s highest position. The design of door 
leafs adopted the ideas of mechanics. The part near the heel post is thicker, about 0.4 
meters, while the other side is thinner, about half the thickness.  The door near the heel 
post is thick, so the heel post is made thicker. Then it can bear more loads. As the other 
parts of the door are lighter, the total weight of the doors is made lighter. The lower part 
of the heel post is in the shape of hemisphere to reduce the abrasion in opening and 
closing. So the 4-ton door can be closed and opened easily. 

Qingling 
Its sacred way derives northward from the small stone bridge on the sacred way of 

Yuling, lasting about 20 meters. There is a single-arch stone bridge, after which is a 
divine stele merit. The burial chamber is about 27,600 square meters. The general layout 
resembles that of Xianling, and the buildings are similar to Zhaoling. Its glazed 
buildings (doors and screen walls) are even more beautiful than Zhaoling. Its drainage 
system is quite unique. In front of the memorial tower is a T-shape underground 
drainage cave. It is 3 meters high, 3 meters wide and 200 meters long. With this tunnel, 
the water from the precious citadel can flow in from the left and right wall of the tower, 
and then merge into one in front of the tower before being drained. The water then flows 
underground below the “dragon sand” and goes into the open ditches. The ditches go 
below the three stone bridges after the Ling’en hall. Finally, it winds by the right side of 
the front court and enters the river. This drainage system has not only met the 
requirement of geomancy theory, which values a combination of water and mountain, 
and suggests that the “dragon sand” should not be damaged, but also made the scenes in 
the mausoleum more beautiful. 

Deling 
Its sacred way extends northeastward from in front of the stele pavilion of 

Yongling, lasting about 500 meters. There is a five-arch stone bridge on the way, and 
near the tomb is a divine merit stele pavilion. The burial chamber covers 31,000 square 
meters. The general layout is the same with that of Zhaoling, and single buildings are 
after Qingling. 

Siling 
It is rebuilt from a concubine’s tomb. According to historical records, the tomb has 

front and rear halls. The front hall has three rooms, and the rear one has nine rooms. The 
burial chamber covers about 6,500 meters square meters. There are two courtyards, two 
sets of sacrificial altars, one memorial tower, a precious citadel, a secondary door, a 
five-room resting hall and a mausoleum gate. In front of the mausoleum is a stele 
pavilion. The stele is inscribed the article about the building of Emperor Sizhong’s tomb 
on the order of Qing imperial court, written by Jin Zhijun, minister of personnel, in the 
16th year of Emperor Shunzhi’s reign. What is special about Siling is its stone sacrificial 
pieces. It has two sets. The front set is composed of five separate pieces: in the middle is 
a square incense burner with four feet and two ears carved with taotie design. On the 
left and right sides of the burner are candle stands carved with figures and their stories. 
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The two vases besides them are also with taotie design. The five pieces each have their 
own terraces, unlike other mausoleums where all the sacrificial pieces share a terrace. 
The rear set of sacrificial pieces are in the shape of a cabinet on which five plates of 
stone oranges, persimmons, granada, peach and chayote are placed. 

 
a-4 The people buried in the Ming Tombs 
Changling: Zhu Ding, Emperor Chengzu, Empresses Xushi and 16 concubines 

who were buried with him. 
Zhu Ding, Emperor Chengzu (1360-1424), the fourth son of Zhu Yuanzhang, 

Emperor Taizu. He was first made King Yanwang and ordered to guard Beiping (Beijing 
today). In 1402, he seized the power from his nephew Zhu Yunwen, Emperor Jianwen. 
In the next year, he changed the reign title to Yongle. He reigned for 22 years. He 
achieved some achievements in economy, culture and diplomacy. He entrusted Xie Jin 
and Yao Guangxiao to compile the Great Encyclopedia of Yongle and sent Zheng He to 
travel to the Indian Ocean countries. He moved the capital to Beijing, making the city 
the country’s political, economic and cultural center, which is also an important event in 
the Ming Dynasty. 

Xushi, Empress Renxiaowen, the daughter of Xu Da, a general who founded the 
Ming Dynasty. She died on the fifth year of Yongle (1407), and was buried in the 11th 
year of Yongle (1413) in Changling. 

The 16 concubines buried together with him were not seen in historically records. 
They were buried after committing suicide after the emperor’s death. 

Xialing: Zhu Gaochi, Emperor Renzong, Empress Zhangshi and five concubines. 
Zhu Gaochi, Emperor Renzong, was the eldest son of Emperor Chengzu. He came 

to power in the 22nd year of Yongle (1424) and died in the next year. He could entrust 
sensible officials and was ready to take advises and observe the people’s conditions. 

Zhangshi, Empress Chengxiaozhao, is a capable empress. She took part in the 
political affairs. After Renzong’s death, she helped emperors Xuanzong and Yingzong to 
govern the country, making her contribution to the political stability of the country in 
during the reign of Xuande and early years of Zhengtong. 

Five concubines are Guoshi, Wangshi, Wangshi, Tanshi and Huangshi. 
Jingling: Zhu Zhanji, Emeror Xuanzong, Empress Sunshi and 10 concubines. 
Zhu Zhanji (1399-1435) was enthroned in the first year of Hongxi (1425). During 

his 10-year reign, he had many achievements in governing the country. He continued to 
adopt the policies of stressing agriculture and giving the people a respite after turmoil. 
He ordered the opening of grain storage to offer food to disaster-hit farmers and 
exemption of taxes of them. He also led a thrift life. According to historical records, he 
had made the officials true to their duty, society stable, discipline rectified and grain 
warehouse full. The rule of him and Emperor Renzong is called “Prosperous Period of 
Renzong and Xuanzong.  

Sunshi, Empress Xiaogongzhang, the second empress of Xuanzong, died in the 
sixth year of Tianshun (1462). 

The ten concubines are: Heshi, Zhaoshi, Wushi, Jiaoshi, Caoshi, Xushi, Yuanshi, 
Zhushi, Lishi and Heshi. 

Yuling: Zhu Qizhen, Emperor Yingzong and Empresses Qianshi and Zhoushi. 
Zhu Qizhen, Emperor Yingzong (1427-1464), the eldest son of Xuanzong, was 

enthroned twice in the 10th year of Xuande (1435) and eighth year of Jingtai (1457), 
reigning for 22 years. He trusted eunuch Wang Zhen.  As a result, the officials were 
corrupt and defence on the border was slack. After uniting all the Mongolian tribes, 
Waci attacked the central plains. Emperor Yingzong, held under duress by Wang Zhen, 
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headed the army to fight Waci. Seeing Waci’s forces were very powerful, Wang ordered 
the army to retreat back to the capital. He issued the wrong orders on the way back and 
took the wrong route. At Tumubu, the Ming army was defeated by Waci army. Emperor 
Yingzong was seized.  

Qianshi, Empress Xiaozhuangrui, the first wife of Yingzong, died in the fourth 
year of Chenghua (1468). Zhoushi Empress Xiaosu, mother of Emperor Xianzong, died 
in the 17th year of Hongzhi (1504). 

Maoling: Zhu Jianshen, Emperor Xianzong and his empresses Wangshi, Jishi and 
Shaoshi. 

Zhu Jianshen (1447-1487) was enthroned in the eighth year of Tianshun (1464), 
reigning for 23 years. During his reign, the spy organs Dongchang, Xichang and 
Jinyiwei were running wild. The officials were corrupt. 

Wangshi, Empress Xiaozhenchun, the second empress of Xianzong, died in the 
13th year of Zhengde (1475). Empress Jishi, the mother of Xiaozong, died in the 11th 
year of Chenghua (1475) and was buried in Jinshan, western Beijing. After Xiaozong 
came to power, he conferred her the title of empress dowager, whose tomb was later 
moved to Maoling. Empress Shaoshi, the mother of Emperor Xianzong, died in the first 
year of Jiajing (1522) and was buried in the mausoleum the next year. 

Tailing: Zhu Youtang, Emperor Xiaozong and Empress Zhangshi 
Zhu Youtang (1470-1505), was enthroned in the 23rd year of Chenghua (1487). 

During his 18-year reign, he was diligent in government affairs and good at using good 
officials. He took some measures to alleviate social problems and made the country very 
much stable in a period of time. This period is called “Thriving Period of Hongzhi.” 

Zhangshi, Empress Xiaokangjing, died in the 20th year of Jiajing (1541). 
Kangling: Zhu Houzhao, Emperor Wuzong and Empress Xiashi 
Zhu Houzhao (1491-1521) came to power in the 18th year of Hongzhi (1505), 

reigning 16 years. He was one of the Ming emperors who were dissolute and licentious. 
Xiashi, Empress Xiaojingyi, died in the 14th year of Jiajing (1535). 
Yongling: Zhu Houcong, Emperor Shizong and empresses Chenshi, Fangshi and 

Dushi. 
Zhu Houcong (1507-1566), the cousin of Emperor Wuzong. He succeeded in the 

16th year of Zhengde (1521). Reigning 45 years, he believed in Taoism. The officials 
were corrupt. The southern coast areas were often harassed by Japanese invaders and 
the northern area was often attacked by nomadic tribes. 

Chenshi, Empress Xiaojiesu, the original wife of Shizong, died in the seventh year 
of Jiajing (1528) and was buried at “Daoling”. After Muzong came to power, her tomb 
was moved to Yongling. Fangshi Empress Xiaoke, the third empress of Shizong, died in 
the 26th year of Jajing (1547) and was buried in Yongling before Shizong. Dushi, 
Empress Xiaoke, the mother of Muzong, died in the 33rd year of Jiajing (1554) and was 
buried in Jinshan. Her tomb was moved to Yongling after Muzong was enthroned. 

Zhaoling: Zhu Zaihou, Emperor Muzong, and empresses Lishi, Chenshi and Lishi. 
Zhu Zaihou (1537-1572), the third son of Emperor Shizong, came to power in 45th 

year of Jiajing (1566). During his six-year reign, he trusted statesmen Gao Gong and 
Zhang Juzheng who helped him improve the governance. Through Longqing agreement, 
the Han and Mongolian people ended the confrontation and built markets on the border. 

Lishi, Empress Xiaoyizhuang, died in the 37th year of Jiajing (1558). She was first 
buried in Jinshan, western Beijing. Her tomb was moved to Zhaoling in the sixth year of 
Longqing (1572). Shenshi, Empress Xiaoan, died in the 24th year of Wanli (1596). Lishi, 
Empress Xiaoding, the mother of Shenzong, was conferred the title of empress dowager 
and died in the 42nd year of Wanli (1614). 
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Dingling: Zhu Yujun, Emperor Shenzong and empresses Xiaoduan and Xiaojing. 
Zhu Yujun (1563-1620), the third son of Muzong, came to power in the sixth year 

of Longqing (1572), reigning 48 years. During his longest reign, he adopted the reform 
measures with the help of Zhang Juzheng, making the country fairly rich. After Zhang 
died, the country became gradually weak. 

Wangshi, Empress Xiaoduanxian, the original wife of Shenzong, died in the 48th 
year of Wanli (1620). Wangshi, Empress Xiaojing, the mother of Guangzong, died in the 
39th year of Wanli (1611). She was buried in Dongjing and her tomb was moved to 
Dingling after Emperor Xizong was in power. 

Qingling: Zhu Changluo, Emperor Goangzong and empresses Guoshi, Wangshi 
and Liushi. 

Zhu Changluo (1582-1620) came to power in the 48th year of Wanli (1620), 
reigning for only a month. He served the shortest time among Ming emperors. 

Guoshi, Empress Xiaoyuanzhen, died in the 41st year of Wanli (1613) and was 
first buried at the southern foot of Changling. After Xizong came to power, her tomb 
was moved to Qingling. Wangshi Empress Xiaohe, the mother of Xizong, died in the 
47th year of Wanli (1619). After Xizong was in power, she was buried at the same time 
with Guangzong. Liushi, Empress Xiaochun, died soon after giving birth to Emperor 
Sizhong. She was first buried in Jinshan, western Beijing. After Chongzhen was in 
power, her tomb was moved to Qingling. 

Deling: Zhu Youxiao, Emperor Xizong and Empress Zhangshi. 
Zhu Youxiao (1605-1627), the eldest son of Guangzong, came to power in the first 

year of Taichang (1620), reigning for seven years. 
Zhangshi, Empress Yi’an, was buried in Deling in the first year of Shunzhi in Qing 

Dynasty (1644). 
Siling: Emperor Sizhong and Empress Zhoushi and concubine Tianshi. 
Zhu Youjian, Emperor Sizhong (1610-1644), the fifth son of Guangzong, came to 

power in the seventh year of Tianqi (1627). During his 17-year reign, he tried to save 
the declining dynasty. In 1644, the farmers’ uprising army headed by Li Zicheng 
conquered Beijing. He hanged himself at Meishan. 

Zhoushi, the empress, hanged himself after Li Zicheng entered Beijing. 
Tianshi, the concubine, died in the 15th year of Chongzhen (1642). He was buried 

in Lumashan in the 17th year of Chongzhen. After the emperor and Zhoushi were buried 
there, the mausoleum was called Siling. 

 
a-5 The tombs of concubines, princes and eunuchs and auxiliary buildings 
Dongjing and Xijing: the tombs of the concubines of Zhu Di. Dongjing is at the 

western foot of Mantou Mountain to the left of Deling. Xijing is at the foot of Dayu 
Mountain to the right of Dingling. These two mausoleums have green-tiled walls, 
double gates, resting hall (five rooms) and side hall (three rooms on the left and right 
sides). Now only remnant tombs and steles can be seen. 

Tomb of Wanshi, concubine of Emperor Xianzong: It is located at the eastern foot 
of Sushan to the south of Zhaoling. Wanshi is the favourite concubine of Emperor 
Xianzong. In the 23rd of Chenghua (1487), she died of illness. The mausoleum was 
similar to Dongjing and Xijing. Now only the remains of some walls, gate, tombs and 
temple bases can be seen. 

The tombs of concubines Shenshi, Wenshi and Lushi of Emperor Shizong: It is 
located at the eastern foot of Aoeryu to the southwest of Tianshou Mountain mausoleum 
area. It was the tomb of Chenshi, empress Xiaojiesu of Emperor Shizong (Daoling). It 
was first built in the seventh year of Jiajing (1528). Her tomb was moved to Yongling. 



 15

After the ninth year of Wanli (1581), Emperor Shenzong ordered the tombs of Shizong’s 
concubines moved into this mausoleum. Its layout is a vertical oblong. Within the walls 
are resting hall (five rooms), side halls (three rooms on the left and right sides), gate 
(three rooms), stone sacrificial altar and tomb. Now only part of the walls, temple bases 
and tombs remain. The pines and cypresses are growing well in the mausoleum. 

The tombs of four concubines and two princes of Emperor Shizong: It is located to 
the left of the tombs of concubines Shenshi, Wenshi and Lushi. They were first built in 
the 19th year of Jiajing (1540). Here were buried Emperor Shizong’s concubines Yanshi, 
Wangshi, Mashi and Yangshi as well as princes Ai Chong and Zhuang Jing. The tombs 
were surrounded by walls. The mausoleum had a gate, a screen wall, a set of stone 
sacrificial altar and pieces as well as five graves.  

The tomb of Zhengshi, Emperor Shizong: They are located at the foot of Yinqian 
Mountain to the north of the tombs of the four concubines and princes. The tomb 
belongs to Zhengshi, concubine of Emperor Shizong. She was buried in the 15th year of 
Jiajing (1536). The pattern is similar to the above-mentioned mausoleum, but it has 
another round of walls. 

The tombs of Emperor Shenzong’s concubines Zhengshi, Lishi, Liushi and 
Zhoushi: They were located at the eastern foot of Yinqian Mountain to the southwest of 
the tomb of concubine Wanshi. They were first built in the 25th year of Wanli (1597). 
Shenzong’s concubines Lishi, Lishi, Zhengshi, Liushi and Zhoushi were buried there. 
The mausoleum had inner and exterior walls, double gates, resting hall (five rooms), 
divine warehouse (three rooms), steles, stone sacrificial altar and a grave. This is the 
largest mausoleum of the concubines in the Ming Tombs. Part of the walls, temple bases, 
stele and graves remain. 

Tomb of Wang Cheng’en, the eunuch of Emperor Sizhong: It is located in right 
front of Siling. It was built in the second year of Shunzhi in Qing Dynasty (1645). It had 
walls. Now a grave and three steles remain. Two of the steles have the inscription 
written by Emperor Shizu in Qing Dynasty (1645). Another stele has the inscription 
written by Shizu in the 17th year of Shunzhi (1660). 

In addition to these tombs, Ming Tombs have had some auxiliary buildings. 
Shizhi Hall, also known as “dust cleaning hall,”  is in the eastern part within the 

great red gate. It was where the emperors and expresses changed clothes when they paid 
respect to the tombs. It was destroyed in early Qing Dynasty and turned to farmland. 

Old auxiliary palace: It is to the northwest of the dragon-phoenix gate. After the 
new auxiliary palace was built, it was deserted. 

New auxiliary palace: It was built in the 17th year of Jaijing (1538). It had double 
gates, official and living halls and more than 500 rooms. The official hall was called 
Hall of Remembrance. It was damaged in early Qing Dynasty. Some part of the bases 
and stones were scattered in the fields. 

Plant of Ministry of Works: It is to the east of seven-arch bridge. It was the base of 
construction of the mausoleum. There was a directorate office in it. By the end of Qing 
Dynasty, it turned to villages. Nothing remains. 

Nine-dragon pond: It is located at the foot of Cuiping Mountain to the southwest 
of Zhaoling. It was the place that emperors and empresses visited after paying respect to 
the tombs. Now only a broken dragon head remains. 

Wall fortresses at 10 mountain entrances: In the Ming Dynasty, 10 wall fortresses 
were built at Zhongshan, Dongshan, Xishan, Desheng, Yanzi, Zhuishi, Xianzhuang, 
Huiling, Laojuntang and Zhazi. On some fortresses were watch towers and horse-
blocking walls for defensive purpose. Much of the remains of the walls can be seen. 
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b. History and development 
 
b-1 History of tomb building 
Changling: It was first built in May of the seventh year of Yongle (1409). Wang 

Tong was ordered to head soldiers and workers to start the construction. In the first 
month of the 11th year of Yongle (1413), the burial chamber was built. The coffin of 
Empress Xushi was moved from Nanjing to be buried here. In the third month of 14th 
year of Yongle (1416), the halls of Changling were completed, and other buildings were 
built soon afterwards. In the first years of Zhengtong (1436-1438), the sacred way, stone 
sculptures and divine merit stele pavilion were finished. The whole mausoleum was 
basically completed. It cost more than 8 million liang of silver. 

Xianling: It was first built in the first year of Hongxi (1425). Three months later, 
the burial chamber was built, and Emperor Renzong was buried. In the eighth month of 
the first year of Hongxi, the resting hall, left and right side halls and divine kitchen are 
built. In the 12th month of Yongle (1442), the memorial tower was built. Early next year, 
the whole mausoleum was completed. 

Jingling: It was first built in the first month of the 10th year of Xuande. In the sixth 
month, Xuanzong was buried there. In the sixth month of the seventh year of Tianshun 
(1463), the mausoleum was completed. 

Yuling: The construction started in the second month of the eighth year of 
Tianshun (1464). In the fifth month, Yingzong was buried there. In the sixth month, the 
project was completed.  

Maoling: The construction started in the ninth month of Chenghua (1487). In the 
12th month, Xianzong and Empress Xiaomu were buried. In the third month of the first 
year of Hongzhi (1488), the mausoleum was completed. 

Kangling: The project started in the fourth month of the 16th  year of Zhengde. In 
the ninth month, Wuzong was buried. In the first year of Jiajing (1522), it was 
completed. 

Yongling: It was built in the fourth month of 15th year of Jiajing (1536) and 
completed between the 21st and 26th year of Jiajing (1542-1547). The project cost more 
than 8 million liang of silver. 

Zhaoling: The building of burial chamber started from the 12th month of the 17th 
year of Jiajing (1538) and finished in the fourth month of 18th year of Jiajing (1539). It 
was once called Xianling and used to be the tombs of Emperor Shizong’s parents. But it 
was idle, and later used as the mausoleum of Emperor Muzong. The on-the-ground 
buildings were built in the sixth month of the sixth year of Longqing (1572) and 
completed in the sixth month of the first year of Wanli (1573). The summer rainfalls 
caused the sinking of gates and halls. The buildings were repaired in the first month of 
the third year of Wanli (1575) and completed in the next year. 

Dingling: It was first built in the third month of the first year of Tianqi (1621). In 
the ninth month, Guangzong and empresses Xiaoyuan and Xiaohe were buried. In the 
sixth month of the sixth year of Tianqi (1626), the project was completed. 

Deling: The project was first built in the ninth month of the seventh year of Tianqi 
(1627). It was the last imperial tomb built in the Ming Dynasty. In the second month of 
the  fifth year of Chongzhen (1632), the mausoleum was completed. 

Siling: The burial chamber started to be built from 15th-17th year of Chongzhen 
(1642-1644). In the first month of the 17th year of Chongzhen, the concubine Tianshi of 
Chongzhen was buried. In the third month of the 17th year of Chongzhen, the farmers’ 
uprising army headed by Li Zicheng broke into Beijing. Chongzhen hanged himself on 
the Wansui Mountain. He did not have his tomb built before his death. He and his 
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empress Zhoushi, who also hanged herself, were buried in the tomb of concubine 
Tianshi b y Zhao Yigui, an official of Changping. After the Qing Dynasty was 
established, the Qing government, to harmonize the relations between the Han and 
Manchu nationalities and maintain its ruling, ordered the Siling of Chongzhen built. In 
the ninth month of the second year of Shunzhi (1645), Chongzhen was reburied. The 
ground buildings continued to be built. In the 16th year of Shunzhi (1659), a new stele 
pavilion was built in front of the tomb. The Siling was then completed. 

 
b-2 The development of the format and the maintenance and protection of 

mausoleums 
The construction of the Ming Tombs covered the Ming and Qing dynasties. First 

12 mausoleums were built in Ming Dynasty and the last one Siling was built in Qing 
Dynasty. 

The 12 mausoleums are very much the same in the architectural format, but they 
have their own characteristics. Changling is the largest in construction scale. It has long 
and deep sacred way and powerful looking stone sculptures and ceremonial facilities. 
Yongling and Dingling are only smaller than Changling. Their precious citadels have 
not only three courtyards in front of them, but also an outer surrounding walls. Their 
brick-stone structure memorial towers and the buttresses of the precious citadels made 
of granophyre stone are also special. Other mausoleums are smaller in size. But starting 
from Zhaoling, the tombs in the precious citadels appeared to be different (Like 
Yongling, the dome-like precious citadel was built). The “dumb courtyard” was then 
built after the square city. 

After the mausoleums were built, the buildings were changed sometimes due to 
political and cultural reasons. In the fourth month of the 15th year of Jiajing (1536), 
Emperor Shizong ordered the repair of sacred way of Changling with stone. Stone bases 
were added to the stone sculptures. The halls of Jingling were also rebuilt. In the 
seventh month of the 16th year of Jiajing (1537), Emperor Shizong ordered the building 
of divine merit stele pavilions for Xianling, Jingling, Yuling, Maoling, Kangling and 
Tailing as well as the stele pavilion in the burial chamber of Changling. The Yongling, 
Zhaoling, Dingling, Qingling and Deling followed suit. In the ninth month of the 17th 
year of Jiajing (1538), Shizong changed the imperial title of Taizong to Chengzu. The 
imperial title stele in the memorial tower of Changling was covered with a wood case 
with the new title in the 10th month of the 18th year of Jiajing. In the 32nd year of Wanli 
(1604), thunder hit the tower and damaged the stele. In the third month of the next year, 
the new imperial title stele was re-erected. The Ling’en gate and Ling’en hall of 
Changling, Xianling, Jingling, Yuling, Maoling, Tailing and Kangling got the names by 
the Shizong in the 17th year of Jiajing (They were called the hall of Changling and 
Jingling, etc). In the 19th year of Jiajing (1540), Shizong ordered the construction of a 
large stone archway in front of the great red gate to hail the achievements of the 
ancestors. After these additions in the Jiajing years, the format of the Ming Tombs had 
been more complete. 

Due to political consideration, the Qing government adopted some protection 
policies and organized the repair of damaged buildings. The two largest-scale repairs are: 

The first repair was in the 10th month of the 11th year of Qianlong (1746), the 
repair of Siling started. The second repair was in 50th – 52nd year of Qianlong (1785-
1787). These repairs had somewhat changed the architectural format. 

After the first repair, the resting hall, gates and stone paths in Siling have 
maintained the original format. Only the side halls were not repaired to save cost. 

After the second repair, the format of the Ming Tombs was changed as follows: 
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1. The divine merit stele pavilion in Changling, the memorial tower of Changling, 
Xianling, Jingling, Yuling, Maoling, Tailing, Zhaoling, Qingling and Deling, four walls 
and dougong were not changed. The wood structure on the top was changed to stone 
structure. The rear part of the dougong in the upper and lower eaves was inserted in the 
bricks. 

2. Ling’en hall of Changling kept the original structure and format. But the oil 
paintwork  on the wood structures such as brackets, beams, lintels and columns had 
come off. The officials in charge of the repair believed that it was better to let the nanmu 
show its texture. They cleared the paint upon approval of Emperor Qianlong. 

3. The Ling’en Hall of Jingling, Yongling, Zhaoling, Dingling, Qingling and 
Deling were dismantled and rebuilt. The halls of Yongling and Dingling were changed 
from seven rooms to five rooms. The double eaves were changed to single-eave xieshan 
type. The number of the halls of Jingling, Zhaoling, Qingling and Deling did not change 
but the space of  halls were smaller. 

4. The memorial towers of Kangling and Zhaoling were destroyed in late Ming 
Dynasty. After this repair, the towers were built with the stone arch roof. The volume of 
the tower of Kangling shrank.  But the upper and lower brackets had changed. 

5. The doors below the square city of Xianling, Jingling, Yuling, Maoling, Tailing, 
Kangling, Zhaoling, Qingling and Deling were plugged with bricks. On the right side of 
the square was a stone path leading to the top of the square city. 

6. The Ling’en gate of Xianling, Jingling, Yuling, Maoling, Tailing, Kangling, 
Yongling, Zhaoling, Dingling, Qingling and Deling were rebuilt to a smaller size. The 
main halls of the Yongling and Dingling changed from rive rooms to three rooms. The 
single-eave xieshan roof was not changed. The number and width of rooms for other 
mausoleums, but volumes were changed smaller. The roof  was changed from single-
eave xieshan to hard-edged. 

7. The buttress of the precious citadel of Dingling was changed from stones to 
bricks. 

8. Siling had no precious citadel or memorial tower. During this repair, a precious 
citadel wall with buttress and a square city were built. The stele pavilion in front of the 
stone sacrificial altar was rebuilt on the square city and turned to the memorial tower. 
The resting hall changed from three rooms to five rooms. And the gate turned from one 
to three rooms. 

9. The side halls were not repaired, but dismantled. 
10.  The divine merit pavilion of Xianling, Jingling, Yuling, Maoling, Tailing, 

Kangling, Yongling, Zhaoling, Dingling, Qingling and Deling were dismantled. Only 
the steles remain in the open air with part of the walls. The slaughter houses, divine 
kitchens, divine warehouse and duty rooms for the eunuchs were dismantled as the 
bricks needed to be sent to Beijing for other purpose. 

After the Republic of China was founded, the government of Beiping spent 40,000 
yuan to repair the halls and stele pavilions in Changling, but the original format was not 
changed. 

After the People’s Republic of China was founded, the government repaired the 
buildings of Changling, Dingling, Yongling, Jingling, Xianling and Siling. The stone 
rails around the huabiao on the sacred way of Changling, the glazed wall on the dragon-
phoenix gate and the stone tablet way were built between the stone sculptures. The 
Ling’en gate, Ling’en hall, left and right side halls and walls for precious citadel and 
tomb of Siling were rebuilt. The burial chamber (underground palace) was excavated in 
1956-57 according to the state plan. Now the general sacred way, Changling, Dingling 
and Zhaoling are open to visitors as scenic spots. 
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c. Forma and date of most recent records of property 
 
From 1981 to 1983, the Management Office of the Ming Tombs Special Zone 

conducted a survey over the ancient buildings and remains of the Ming Tombs 
according to the plan of Beijing Bureau of Cultural Relics. Each building and remains 
were photographed and the inscriptions in the steles were copied. The file records, 
black-and-white photos and rubbing pieces of stele inscriptions were used to record the 
ancient buildings. From 1995, in answer to the requirement of the State Administration 
of Cultural Heritage, the office started to set up scientific archives. The files were 
divided into three types: main files, appendix files and reference files. The main files 
included geographical location, historical development, value of cultural relics, status of 
preservation, working conditions, records about single buildings, chronologies, photos, 
drawings and copies of stele inscriptions. The appendix files include laws and 
regulations, protective scope, the files on repair work, plan, budgets, engineering 
records and report on project completion. The reference files include historical records 
and historical books on the property. These files are still being built. Most of the photos 
and part of the surveys on the single buildings have been finished. 

 
d. Present state of conservation 
 
After the special zone of the Ming Tombs was designated in 1981, it has 

prioritized the work of cultural relic protection. It has a team of workers for ancient 
building repair. Half of the income from admission tickets has been used for the 
protection. The buildings of Changling, Dingling, Zhaoling, Xianling, Jingling and 
Siling have been repaired. Besides Changling, Dingling and Zhaoling which have 
become special tourist spots and are managed under a complete protection and display 
system, all the other mausoleums are taken care of by the staff of the office. 

 
e. Policies and programs related to the presentation and 

promotion of the property  
 
The PRC government has encouraged and supported the publicity and display of 

the Ming Tombs. The special zone management office has been trying to have the 
articles about the Ming Tombs published in newspapers and magazine with a purpose to 
promote traditional culture. It has designated tour guides, sings and interpreters at each 
scenic spots. The photo shows on the unearthed relics of Dingling, history of the Ming 
Tombs, autumn sacrificial ceremony in Zhaoling and the development of the Ming 
Tombs have been put on in Dingling, Changling, Zhaoling and sacred way. These 
exhibits displayed the vivid and colorful history and exquisite antiques of the Ming 
Tombs. Meanwhile, the government department has also intensified the publicity of the 
Law on the Protection of Cultural Relics and the Rules of Beijing Municipality on the 
Protection of Cultural Relics to enhance the awareness and sense of responsibility. 
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4.  Management 
 

a. Ownership 
Owned by the People’s Republic of China. 
 
b. Legal status 
In the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China, the second article of the 

22nd clause stipulates: “the State protects places of historic interest and scenic beauty.” 
In the Law of the People’s Republic of China on Protection of Cultural Relics, the 

article two of the fourth clause stipulates: “sites of ancient cultural relics, ancient tombs 
and grottoes are owned by the State.” 

The State Council of the People’s Republic of China announced on March 4, 1961 
that the Ming Tombs were on the list of the first batch of major sites to be protected at 
the national level for their historical and cultural value. 

 
c. Protective measures and means of implementing them 
There used to be a large-scale management organ in the Ming Dynasty (1368-

1644) to guarantee the architectures in the tombs and the mountains nearby were not 
damaged. The organ organized rituals as well to pay respect to the dead royal family 
members. The tombs were also protected as imperial family mausoleum in the Qing 
Dynasty (1644-1911), some of the damaged architectures were even repaired at the time. 
In the period of the Republic of China, the tombs were listed as relics protected by the 
government. However, most of the architectures in the mausoleum had been in disrepair 
for years, plus political instability and wars, the cultural relics were in very bad 
conditions. When the People’s Republic of China was founded in 1949, the Ming 
Tombs were put under the administration of the people’s government, which had 
established a Ming Tombs Management Committee. The committee was renamed as the 
Cultural Relics Protection Station of the Ming Tombs in 1952. The area of the Ming 
Tombs was transferred from the jurisdiction of Hebei Province to that of Beijing 
Municipal Government in 1955, when the Ming Tombs Management Department was 
set up. The Ming Tombs Special Zone Office was set up in 1981 to take charge of the 
overall protection and management of the cultural relics in the area. 

Since the founding of New China, the following protective measures have been 
taken: 

 
c-1 Management in accordance with laws 
The laws concerned include: “The Constitution of the People’s Republic of 

China,” “the Criminal Law of the People’s Republic of China,” “the Law of the 
People’s Republic of China on the Protection of Cultural Relics,” “the Law of the 
People’s Republic of China on Environmental Protection.” “the Law of the People’s 
Republic of China on Urban Planning,” “the Law of the People’s Republic of China on 
Fire Prevention,” and “the Law of Forest of the People’s Republic of China. 

The rules and regulations concerned include: “Regulations for the Implementation 
of the Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of Cultural Relics,” the 
Interim Regulations for the Management of Sites of Historic Interest and Scenic 
Beauty,” “the Regulations for Penalties in Public Security Management of the People’s 
Republic of China,” “Rules for the Implementation of the Regulations for Fire 
Prevention of the People’s Republic of China,” “the Regulations of the Beijing 
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Municipal Government for the Protection and Management of Cultural Relics,” “the 
Interim Regulations of the Beijing Municipal Government for the Management of 
Urban Planning,” the Regulations of the Beijing Municipal Government for the 
Management of Repairing Architectures of Cultural Relics,” “the Regulations of the 
Beijing Municipal Government for Fire Prevention in Ancient Architectures,” “the 
Regulations of the Beijing Municipal Government for Strengthening Planning and 
Management of the Sites of Historic Interest and Scenic Beauty in the Areas of 
Badaling and the Ming Tombs” and “the Overall Planning for the Sites of Historic 
Interest and Scenic Beauty in the Areas of the Ming Tombs and Badaling”. 

 
c-2 Units under protection and areas for cultural relics under protection 
The Ming Tombs, which was listed by the State Council in 1961 as a national key 

unit of cultural relics under State protection, is located at the foot of North Tianchou 
Mountain in Changping District of Beijing (Changping was made a district instead of a 
county in 1999). Thirteen emperors and their empresses as well as concubines of the 
Ming Dynasty since it moved its capital from Nanjing to Beijing are buried here. 
Architectures of each tomb are composed of two parts: the underground ones and those 
on the ground. The underground architectures are the tomb vaults of the buried 
emperors or their empresses and concubines. Experts and scholars have unanimously 
concluded that the Ming Tombs are a mausoleum group that contains most tombs of 
emperors and are best preserved. In addition to 13 tombs where emperors and their 
empresses are buried together, there are seven tombs for concubines, one for an eunuch 
(Wang Cheng’en), and there are also nine mausoleum walls, water pools, caves that are 
listed as cultural relics under State protection. 

The Beijing Municipal Government promulgated in 1990 the fourth batch of units 
of cultural relics under protection and the third batch including seven items (the Ming 
Tombs are the fifth one) of protection range for units of cultural relics under protection 
and the construction control zone (buffer zones). The promulgation specifically defines 
the protection range and the buffer zone of the Ming Tombs. The Ming Tombs 
protection range is 823 hectares and the area for buffer zone is 8110 hectares. 

 
c-3 Study and protection of the cultural relics and environment for cultural 

relics in the Ming Tombs 
I.  The Ming Tombs Special Zone Office has placed great emphasis on the 

research of cultural relics, and has put into practice to the letter the principle of 
“effectively protecting, rationally utilizing and strengthening management of cultural 
relics”. As a result, the office has achieved a great deal.  It has published such books as 
“Tomb of Dingling,” “Collected Stories about Dingling,” “A Narrative History of the 
Ming Tombs,” “Guide to the Ming Tombs,” “Chat about the Ming Tombs,” “Emperor 
of Jiajing - Zhu Houcong,” “Emperor of Yongle, the Great,” “Emperor of Wanli – Zhu 
Yijun.” “Grand View of the Ming Tombs,” “Anecdotes about Empresses and 
Concubines Buried in the Ming Tombs,” “The Ming Tombs,” “The Imperial Tombs of 
the Ming Dynasty” and “Museum of the Ming Tombs”. The office has sent 
representatives to seminars organized by the Association of Forbidden City in three 
consecutive years. Its representatives have attended international symposiums on the 
history of the Ming Dynasty, the symposiums on the history of ancient architecture, the 
seminar on the tenth anniversary of the founding of the Beijing Stone Carving Museum, 
and the seminars organized by the Association of Beijing Museums. The office has sent 
dozens of research papers to these seminars. The office has also successfully held the 
first symposium on imperial tombs of the Ming Dynasty and the first seminar on the 
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Great Wall of Juyong Pass. The office has collected 44 theses for these two symposiums 
and compiled a collection of these papers. Furthermore, many articles about the Ming 
Tombs have been published in the magazines of “Cultural Relics,” “Journal of Palace 
Museum,” “Forbidden City,” “Capital of Yan,” “Tourism,” “Beijing Cultural 
Museums,” “History and Theory of Architecture” and “Technology of Ancient 
Architecture and Garden.” These books and theses have studied the rules of imperial 
mausoleums, the imperial burial systems, the architecture of imperial mausoleums, the 
emperors buried in the Ming Tombs and the related histories. They have thus displayed 
the history and culture of the Ming Tombs and provided valuable materials for giving 
publicity to these sites of historic interest. 

II. The maintenance and repairing of ancient architectures 
All the managing departments since 1955, the Ming Tombs Special Zone Office in 

particular, have made utmost efforts to collect fund to repair, protect and maintain the 
cultural relics and architectures in the Ming Tombs. Key repairing projects have been 
carried out in 11 architectures in the Tomb of Changling, in five architectures in the 
Tomb of Jingling, three architectures in the Tomb of Yongling, three architectures in the 
Tomb of Dingling, six architectures in the Tomb of Zhaoling, one architecture in the 
Tomb of Siling, five architectures in the Tomb of Xianling and four architectures along 
the Sacred Way. Nine architectures including the Palace of Ling’en in the Tomb of 
Zhaoling have been restored, and so has been the green stone plate road surface of the 
Sacred Way. The mausoleum walls of the tombs of Siling, Kangling and Tailing have 
been repaired, and the tomb of a concubine has been consolidated. In the course of 
repair and maintenance, the guideline of “protection as the core and salvation first” and 
the principle of “effectively protecting, rationally utilizing and strengthening 
management of cultural relics” have been applied. The departments of cultural relics 
and government authorities at various levels have supported the repair and maintenance 
work. In the process of repairing, traditional method has been employed in technology 
and use of material in order to keep the architecture as they used to be. 

III.  Improving the environment around the Ming Tombs 
To well protect the environment of cultural relics and partially restore the original 

look of some sites of historic interest, the Capital Planning and Construction Committee 
finished “the Overall Planning for Badaling and the Ming Tombs of Historic Interest” in 
1990. Beijing Municipal Government promulgated “the Regulations on Strengthening 
Management of and Planning for the Sites of Historic Interest around Badaling and the 
Ming Tombs” (to take effect from January of 1993) in December of 1992. These 
documents have provided legal means for the protection of cultural relics in the Ming 
Tombs. In line with the requirements proposed by the overall planning, the Ming Tombs 
Special Zone Office started clear up the environment for cultural relics. As a result, 
buildings of 4,600 square meters were torn down and land of 40 hectares was recovered 
for the protection buffer zone. 44,500 trees of various kinds have been planted in the 
area and roads flanking the Sacred Way have been constructed. Temporary iron fences 
have been installed in some tombs and closed-door management and protection have 
been carried out in ten tombs that are not open to the public.  

 
d. Agencies with the management authority 
State Administration of Cultural Heritage 
Address: No 10, Beidajie, Chaoyangmen, Dongcheng District, Beijing, China. 

Postal code: 100020 
Beijng Bureau of Cultural Heritage 
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Address: No 36, Fuxue Hutong, Dongcheng District, Beijing, China. Postal code: 
100007 

 
e. Level at which management is exercised and name and address 

of management agency or responsible person for contact 

purpose 
The Ming Tombs are a key unit of cultural relics under State protection. The 

immediate administrative department, the local government and residents are not 
allowed to construct any buildings or reconstruct any architecture in the protected area. 
Any important construction and protection projects in the area and building of new 
architectures or reconstruction of old ones in the construction control area (buffer zone) 
must first be examined by experts concerned. The projects must then be presented to 
Beijing Bureau of Cultural Relics, Beijing Municipal Government and State 
Administration of Cultural Heritage for approval. Any unit or individual is not allowed 
to build anything within the protection range and buffer zone. The protective planning 
of the Ming Tombs must be approved by the State Council and the Beijing Municipal 
Government. Once the planning is to be revised, the same procedure for approval must 
be followed. The protection of the original look and entire site of the Ming Tombs has 
attracted attention of the central government and local governments of various levels. 

Immediate administrative organ: the Ming Tombs Special Zone Office of 
Changping District under Beijing Municipal Government 

Director: Chen Qiusheng 
Address: Tomb of Dingling, the Ming Tombs, Changping District, Beijing. Postal 

code: 102213 
 
f. Agreed plans related to property 
Management plans that have been adopted include: 
“Tenth Five Year Plan for the Development of Cultural Relics’ Cause in Beijing 

and Outlines for Long Range Goals for the Year 2015” 
“Overall Planning for the Area of Ming Tombs” 
 “Tenth Five Year Plan for the Development of Cultural Relics’ Cause in the Ming 

Tombs Special Zone in Changping District and Outlines for Long Range Goals for the 
Year 2015” 

 
g. Sources and levels of finance 
Major sources of fund for the protection and management of the Ming Tombs: 
1.Fund from the State. The State had allocated a total of 6.4 million yuan from 

1949 to 2000. 
2. Fund from Beijing and the district (county). The total amount was 3.08 million 

from 1949 to 2000. 
3. Fund collected by the Ming Tombs Special Zone. The total amount was 

31,381.8 million yuan from 1949 to 2000. 
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h. Sources of expertise and training in conservation and 

management techniques 
The professional knowledge for the protection and maintenance of the Ming 

Tombs is obtained in the following manners: 
1. Experts and scholars are invited from an ancient architecture expert group under 

the State Administration of Cultural Heritage, Chinese Research Institute of Cultural 
Relics, ancient architecture section under Beijing Bureau of Cultural Relics, Cultural 
Relics Protection Section, Beijing Research Institute of Cultural Relics to give lectures. 

2. Excellent staff workers are sent to training classes for protection of cultural 
relics. These classes are usually organized by universities or colleges, or by State 
Administration of Cultural Heritage and Beijing Bureau of Cultural Relics. Some study 
on their own in the practical work. 

To improve the competence of its staff workers, the Ming Tombs Special Zone 
Office organizes “training class for imperial mausoleum knowledge,” “training class for 
interpreters,” “training class for the maintenance and protection of ancient and rare 
trees,” “training class for security guards and fire fighters” and some other training 
classes. 

 
i. Visitor facilities and statistics 
Tombs that are open to the public: three (Changling, Dingling and Zhaoling tombs) 
Sacred Way that is open to the public: one section 
Three star hotels: two (10 kilometers away from the buffer zone at where the 

Changping District Government seat is located) 
Middle and small sized restaurants: four 
Service Centers for tourists: four (by the entrance to the tombs that are open to the 

public, they provide tourists with service of taking photos or shooting video films, 
consultation and giving brochures.) 

Interpreter service centers: 10 
Shopping centers: five 
Parking lots: 8 
Toilets: 17 
Signboards: 167 
Interpretation boards at the tombs that are open to the public: 92 
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Tourists to the Ming Tombs and Their Composition 
 

(1,000 people) 
Year Dingling Changling Zhaoling Sacred Way Total 

 Tourists Overseas 

tourists 

Tourists Overseas 

tourists 

Tourists Overseas 

tourists 

Tourists Overseas 

tourists 

Tourists Overseas 

tourists 

1956-

1980 

15949 677 4428 17     20377 693 

1981 2792 228 1027      3819 228 

1982 2026 295 1306 13     3332 308 

1983 2377 255 823 8     3201 263 

1984 2952 327 2032 21     4984 348 

1985 3721 370 1867 38     5588 408 

1986 3925 333 1977 58     5902 391 

1987 4134 333 2248 81     6381 414 

1988 4572 450 2332 71     6904 521 

1989 3025 245 1827 30     4853 275 

1990 3623 381 1795 16 10  16  5587 397 

1991 4042 483 1225 32 89  1302 137 6658 653 

1992 2953 609 1522 45 351  784 174 5610 827 

1993 2212 438 727 60 557  403 182 3898 680 

1994 2775 640 732 55 218  394 237 4118 932 

1995 2930 752 995 113 211 2 240 154 4377 1022 

1996 2914 723 573 104 40  278 163 3805 990 

1997 3167 566 661 137 117  312 202 4257 904 

1998 2690 413 832 134 223  362 246 4107 793 

1999 2720 442 737 164 192  404 276 4053 882 

2000 2802 447 836 215 134  448 284 4221 947 

Total 78301 9407 30502 1412 2142 2 5087 2055 116032 12876 

 
 

j. Property management plan and statement of objectives 

To further strengthen the management of the cultural relics at the Ming Tombs and 
promote the work in protection, research, demonstration and publicity, the Ming Tombs 
Special Zone Office has mapped out the “Tenth Five-Year (2001-2005) Plan for the 
Development of Cultural Relics’ Cause in the Ming Tombs Special Zone in Changping 
District and Outlines for Long Range Goals for the Year 2015”. The guideline and 
general goal for this plan are to further strengthen the management of the cultural relics 
at the Ming Tombs. Whatever the office does will be in line with “the Convention for 
the Protection of World Cultural Heritage and Natural Heritage,” “the Regulations of 
the Beijing Municipal Government for Strengthening Planning and Management of the 
Sites of Historic Interest and Scenic Beauty in the Areas of Badaling and the Ming 
Tombs,” “the Overall Planning for the Sites of Historic Interest and Scenic Beauty in 
the Areas of the Ming Tombs and Badaling,” and “the Regulations of the Beijing 
Municipal Government for the Protection and Management of Cultural Relics”. In the 
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period of the Tenth Five-Year-Plan, a relatively complete system for the management of 
cultural relics and operational mechanism will take shape, a great progress will be made 
in the repairing of architectures and management of the collected articles. The cultural 
relics under protection will have protection range, protection labels, management 
personnel and files. By the year 2015, all the damaged tombs will be repaired and the 
environment will be greatly improved for the places of cultural interest. 

 
j-1 Protection of cultural relics and environment for cultural relics 
“The Regulations of the Beijing Municipal Government for Strengthening 

Planning and Management of the Sites of Historic Interest and Scenic Beauty in the 
Areas of Badaling and the Ming Tombs,” and “Tenth Five-Year-Plan for the 
Development of Cultural Relics’ Cause in the Ming Tombs Special Zone in Changping 
District and Outlines for Long Range Goals for the Year 2015” will be carried out to the 
letter. By the year 2015, the work to salvage and repair the architectures of the Ming 
Tombs that are not open to the public yet will be completed. The environment within 
the units of cultural relics under protection and nearby will be cleared up. And all the 
architectures that affect the protection of cultural relics will be moved or demolished. 

The 4390 ancient trees are an important resource for the beautiful scenery of the 
Ming Tombs. During the Tenth Five-Year-Plan period, modern technology will be 
employed to protect and maintain these trees, some of the weak trees will be salvaged 
and well maintained. The work to plant trees will be strengthened with a view to 
improving the environment. 

 
j-2 Research work 
On the basis of making best use of the materials about the history of the Ming 

Tombs and cultural relics here, the research work with specific targets and academic 
exchanges with other places will continue. One or two symposiums on the imperial 
tombs of the Ming Dynasty will be held during the Tenth Five-Year-Plan period. At the 
same time, the cultivation of research team will be consolidated, the range for research 
will be expanded in order to raise research level and achieve new results. 

 
j-3 Publicity and demonstration work 
“The Exhibition of Selected Cultural Relics Unearthed from the Underground 

Palace of Dingling Tomb,” “the Display of the Restored Autumn Sacrificial Ritual at 
Zhaoling Tomb,” “the Display of the Historical Materials on Royal Family Burial and 
Tombs,” “the Display of the Historical Materials in the Zhaoling Tomb,” “the 
Exhibition on Spring and Autumn Pictures of the Ming Tombs” and “the Demonstration 
of the Ming Emperors’ Sacrificial Ceremonies at Zhaoling Tomb” will continue to be 
held. These activities are popular with tourists. For the “Display of History of the Ming 
Tombs” organized by the Museum of the Ming Tombs, updated audio and video means 
will be employed to demonstrate the culture of the Ming Tombs to the public. The 
Exhibition of History and Culture of the Ming Tombs will be held once or twice abroad 
during the Tenth Five-Year-Plan period. 

Media of various kinds will be employed to give publicity to the history and 
culture of the Ming Tombs, books on the same topics will continue to be published. The 
team of interpreters will be expanded and their level of interpretation will be raised. 

 
j-4 Tourism work 
In accordance with the requirements of “the Overall Planning for the Ming Tombs 

Area,” the cultural relics will be utilized and spots for tourism will be expanded as well 



 27

on condition that ancient architectures will not be damaged and relics are well preserved. 
Service facilities for tourism will be optimized to maintain the order for tourism 
activities. 

 
j-5 Consolidation of the management team 
The reform will be furthered in the cultural relics protection cause and 

management system will be further optimized. In accordance with the reality of the 
Ming Tombs, the management work of various kinds will be strengthened with the 
responsibility system as the core . Operation mechanism will be optimized as well. 

The requirements of “Notice of the State Council on Strengthening and 
Optimizing Management of Cultural Relics” will be carried out to the letter. The 
protection of cultural heritage will be listed in the economic and social development 
plan of the Ming Tombs Special Zone. The work will be included in the construction 
planning, in the budget, in the restructuring work, and will also be included in the 
important agenda of the Ming Tombs Special Zone Office and its target management 
responsibility system as well.  

The training of staff workers will continue to improve the competence of the 
workers in the way of legal awareness and professional work. Talents with expertise of 
cultural relics protection, information technology and foreign languages will be 
recruited to inject life into the staff team and improve the entire quality of the team. 

 
k. Staffing levels 
The Ming Tombs Special Zone Office has 1,289 staff workers. Of them, 663 are 

engaged in cultural relics research, history study, environmental planning, construction 
design, ancient architecture repair, display of cultural relics and publicity interpretation. 
They make up 51 per cent of the total. There are 200 staff workers with schooling of 
above university level, accounting for 16 per cent of the total. 
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5.  Factors Affecting the Property 
 

a. Development pressures 
 
With the development of agricultural production, agricultural economic activities 

and tourism, the land around the tombs and Sacred Way have been opened up as 
farmland or orchards. Various kinds of construction facilities, farmland and water work 
facilities, electricity facilities, telecommunication facilities and broadcasting facilities 
are on the increase within the area of the Ming Tombs. They have not only affected the 
scenery of the tombs, but also posed threat to the safety of the cultural relics. With the 
promulgation and implementation of “the Regulations of the Beijing Municipal 
Government for Strengthening Planning and Management of the Sites of Historic 
Interest and Scenic Beauty in the Areas of Badaling and the Ming Tombs,” “the Overall 
Planning for the Sites of Historic Interest and Scenic Beauty in Badaling and the Ming 
Tombs,” and “the Protection Range and Construction Control Area for the Ming 
Tombs” stipulated by the Beijing Municipal Government, these problems have already 
been solved. However, efforts still have to be made to prevent the violations of the rules 
in the future.  

 
b. Environmental pressures  
 
The Ming Tombs are located in the south of Jundushan Mountain, which is a 

branch of Yanshan Mountain in the Taihang Mountain range. This area is in a semi-
humid hill land of temperate zone. In its south is the open Basin of the Ming Tombs and 
the plain in the upper reaches of Wenyu River. Its southern part is lower than its 
northern part, and the elevation rises from 40 meters to 700-800 meters. This area is a 
transient part between a plain and a hill land. Observation and survey by the 
environmental and meteorological departments in many years indicate that the 
environmental condition of the Ming Tombs is as follows: 

The air quality: sulphur dioxide was 0.026 milligram per square meter on daily 
basis from 1991 to 2000, compatible with the State standard of the second level air 
quality; nitride was 0.025 milligram per square meter on daily basis from 1999-2000, 
compatible with the State standard of first level air quality; the total suspended particles 
is 0.176 milligram per square meter, compatible with the State standard of the second 
level air quality. The annual ratio of PH in the precipitation was 6.24 in the year 2000, 
and there was no record of acid rain. 

Climate conditions: the Ming Tombs area belongs to continental monsoon climate 
in temperate zone. This climate has the characteristics of being dry and windy in spring, 
hot and rainy in summer and dry and cold in winter. The average temperature was 12.0 
degree centigrade from 1981-1990, and the average temperature was 12.6 degree 
centigrade from 1991-2000. The highest temperature daily from 1991 to 2000 was 41.0 
degree centigrade, and it was on July 24, 1999. There were 85 days when the daily 
temperature was above or equal to 35 degree centigrade from 1991-2000. The lowest 
temperature daily was 15.2 degree centigrade below zero, and it was on January 7, 1997. 
There were 722 days when the daily temperature is below zero or equal to zero from 
1991 to 2000. The average annual precipitation was 544.5 millimeters from 1991 to 
2000, and the precipitation during the flood season from July to September accounts for 
80.9 percent of the annual total. The average annual rainfall time is 65 days. The 
relative humidity is 53 per cent on the average from 1991 to 2000. The climate 
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conditions mentioned above indicate that there are more days when temperature is 
below zero, which has an impact on the architectures of stone and bricks. In the cold 
days, the humid stone and bricks would be frozen, and they would melt when it 
becomes warm. As a result, the stone and bricks would break having undergone the 
climate change. 

 
c. Natural disasters and preparedness 
 
Earthquake, flood, plague of insects and fire are the major natural disasters that 

affect the safety of the cultural relics of the Ming Tombs. Earthquake: according to 
“The Annals of the Ming Dynasty,” an earthquake in the twentieth year of the Emperor 
Chenghua (1484) had caused damage to the tombs of Changling, Jingling, Xianling and 
Yuling. Officials were sent from the imperial court to take charge of the repairing work. 
In April of the fourteenth year of the Emperor Wanli (1568), an earthquake in Beijing 
had damaged the tower of the Yuling Tomb, and Emperor Wanli sent the order to 
estimate to what extent the architecture was damaged and then repair it. 

Flood has caused damage to the architectures of the Ming Tombs frequently in the 
history. According to “The Annals of the Ming Dynasty,” a big flood in the summer of 
the thirty-third year of the Emperor Jiajing (1554) had destroyed the bridges and roads 
in the Ming Tombs. In July of the thirty-second year of the Emperor Wanli (1604), the 
torrential rain had caused serious flood, which had destroyed stone bridges and walls of 
the tomb gardens in the mausoleums of Changling, Kangling, Tailing and Zhaoling. In 
June on the lunar calendar of the sixth year of the Emperor Tianqi (1626), torrential rain 
had caused serious flood, which had destroyed the garden walls and Sacred Way in the 
tomb of Changling. The flood in July the same year had destroyed the Qikong Bridge in 
the tomb of Changling. In the summer of the fifteenth year of the Republic of China 
(1926), the remained two arches of the Qikong Bridge were destroyed by flood. Floods 
happened as well after the founding of the People’s Republic of China, but flood 
prevention work has protected the architectures of the Ming Tombs from being 
damaged.  

Plague of insects has posed threat to the trees in the Ming Tombs. According to 
“The Annals of the Ming Dynasty,” in June of the thirty-second year of the Emperor 
Wanli (1604), insects had eaten up all the leaves of the pine and cypress trees in the area. 
Local government and administrative authorities have taken effective measures to 
protect the trees from being damaged by insects since the founding of New China. A 
network for insect prevention has been established after the Ming Tombs Special Zone 
Office was set up. The daily monitoring and prevent work had paid off, and the plague 
of insects has never happened in the past several decades. 

Thunderbolt and fire pose threat to the architectures of the Ming Tombs.  
According to “The Annals of the Ming Dynasty,” in the first year of the Emperor 
Hongzhi (1488), lightening and thunderstorm in Tianchou Mountain had caused damage 
to the towers, palaces, kitchens and pavilions, and the carved animals on the roof tops 
were broken up by the thunderbolts. In June of the thirteenth year of the Emperor 
Zhengde (1518), lightning had destroyed the watchtower in the Xianling Tomb and the 
tower was repaired in August the same year. In the fourteenth year of the Emperor 
Wanli (1586), thunderbolt had damaged the bricks and kilns in the watchtower at the 
Yuling Tomb. In June of the thirty-second year of the Emperor Wanli (1604), lightning 
had destroyed the watchtower at the Yuling Tomb, and tower was rebuilt the following 
year. According to the book “Illustrations to Imperial Tombs,” in March of the thirty-
fourth year of the Emperor Kangxi in the Qing Dynasty, thunderbolt caused fire to the 
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Ling’en Palace and its two side halls at the Zhaoling Tomb. In spite of the efforts to put 
out the fire by the tomb guards, only the two side halls remained. On July 31, 1957, 
Ling’en Palace at Changling Tomb was struck by thunderbolt, two columns were 
damaged. Immediately after that, The bureau of gardening under the Beijing Municipal 
Government installed lightning rods at Ling’en Palace, Ling’en Gate and the 
watchtower at the Changling Tomb. Thunderbolt struck the watchtower at the Xianling 
Tomb on August 30, 1992, causing fire to one column. Fortunately the fire was timely 
put out.  

Having learned the lessons, the administrative department at the Ming Tombs has 
adopted measures to prevent fire. Lightning rods have been installed to the major 
architectures in the tombs, and these facilities are regularly examined. Within the 
architectures, alarm facilities have been installed and fire prevention tools have been 
placed as well. The fire brigade in Changping District has six fire engines and 80 fire 
fighters. In addition to that, there are 300 firefighting volunteers. All these measures 
have guaranteed that the architectures in the tombs are not under the threat of possible 
fire.  

 
d. Visitor/tourism pressures 
 
Domestic and overseas tourists have been on the increase since 1978. The Ming 

Tombs had received 957,5 million tourists during the period from 1981 to 2000. That 
means 4.78 million tourists a year. The tourists reached 6.9 million in the peak year, and 
the most tourists the Ming Tombs received in a day reached 40,000. Most of the tourists 
concentrate in the period from July to September. The tombs of Dingling and Changling 
receive more tourists than other tombs. The large number of tourists has brought 
pressure onto the protection of the Ming Tombs, which can find expression in the 
following five aspects: 

(1) Trampling and touch by the tourists have caused damage to bricks on the 
ground and stone carvings. 

(2) More trash has polluted the environment to some extent.  
(3) The large number of tourists makes it difficult for staff workers to maintain 

the order in the Ming Tombs. 
(4) That fact that some tourists smoke tends to cause fire, and thus pose threat to 

ancient architectures and old trees. 
(5) The large number of tourists has brought pressure unto the traffic and parking 

in the Ming Tombs. 
The managing department of the Ming Tombs has taken the following measures to 

solve these problems: 
(1) Protective steel plates have been put on the stone stairs and stone platforms in 

those tombs that are open to the public. Plastic floor has been placed on the 
ground of the underground palace in the Dingling Tomb, and fences have 
been installed around the stone carvings. 

(2) A cleaning team has been organized to clean away the trash left by tourists. 
The solid trash has been processed in a classified manner in order to protect 
environment. 

(3) A special office has been set up to maintain the order, and the office is closely 
cooperating with the police and armed police stationed in the area to keep the 
order of the Ming Tombs. 
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(4) Many parts of the Ming Tombs have been designated as no smoking areas 
and signboards to ban smoking have been hung up there. Staff workers have 
been sent to supervise if any tourist violate the rules.  

(5) Various kinds of traffic signs have been put up and parking lots have been 
enlarged. Traffic police have been deployed to guarantee the smooth transport 
in the area. 

 
e. Number of inhabitants within property and the area for the 

control of construction (buffer zone) 
 
There are altogether 34 residential districts in the buffer zones in the Ming Tombs, 

and the total households are 8,322 with a total population of 21,371. Their daily life, 
farming activities and work in forests and orchards have, to some extent, affected the 
management and protection work in the Ming Tombs. Although their activities do not 
pose a direct threat to the protection of the cultural relics, they should be a concern for 
the managing department in the Ming Tombs, which should make sure that the residents 
won’t build architectures in violation of the related rules and regulations. 

 
f. Other factors 
 
No 
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6.  Monitoring 
 
a.  Key indicators for measuring state of conservation 
 
a-1 The proportion of the well-preserved architectures 
There are 21 architectures (groups) of different types in the Ming Tombs, 30 per 

cent need to be repaired, 60 per cent are basically well preserved and 10 per cent are 
very well preserved. 

 
a-2 Quality and safety conditions of the wood structured architectures 
Seventy per cent of the wood structured architectures have leaking roofs. 
Fifty per cent of the architectures have their wood structures damaged or rotten in 

different degrees. 
 
a-3 Quality and safety conditions of the stone and brick structures of the 

architectures 
Forty per cent of the brick and stone architectures and stone carvings have their 

surface weathered to different degrees. 
Ten per cent of the stone architectures have their structures damaged. 
The managing department is making efforts to have the damaged architectures 

mended and to prevent them from being further damaged and weathered. 
 
b. Administrative arrangements for monitoring property 
 
Governments at various levels and the cultural relics managing department in the 

Ming Tombs are quite concerned with the protection of the cultural relics. The Ming 
Tombs Special Zone Office, which is immediately in charge of the protection of cultural 
relics in the tombs, has a relatively complete and effective system for monitoring. The 
cultural relics managing section takes charge of monitoring the quality of all the tombs 
and architectures attached. The section would send its staff workers to inspect the tombs 
and architectures all the time and keep a record of the conditions of these architectures. 
Then the section would offer timely suggestions for repairing and protection, and it 
would also make plans for repairing and maintenance. Strictly in accordance with the 
plans approved by the State Administration of Cultural Heritage and Beijing Bureau of 
Cultural Relics, the section would invite construction team that is competent in 
maintaining and repairing ancient architectures to do the repairing and maintenance 
work. Then experts in ancient architectures should be invited from the Beijing cultural 
relics architecture quality supervision station to supervise and examine the repairing and 
maintenance work. The section of gardening and afforestation is in charge of 
monitoring the environment of the tombs. It makes plans for environmental protection 
around the tombs and should timely deal with whatever phenomenon that damages the 
environment. The section is also responsible for giving directions to the various 
managing departments  at different tombs in tree planting work. The security section is 
responsible for monitoring the safety of the architectures, and should offer timely 
suggestions to safeguard the safety of the architectures. This section would also inspect 
the alarm facilities, lightning rods, fire prevention and anti-theft facilities all the time. It 
should also organize the training of the fire prevention team. All staff workers’ sense of 
responsibility and devotion to their duty has guaranteed the safety of the property. 
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c. Results of previous reporting exercises 
 
The protection of the property has been strengthened in recent years. The reports 

about the protection of the property are as follows: 
 
c-1 “Planning for the implementation of the projects to repair the tombs of 

Changling, Jingling and Yongling and the pavilion with stone tablet of great 
achievements and merits in the Tomb of Changling” It was compiled by Beijing 
Gardening Bureau in 1955. 

The report, compiled on the basis of inspecting the existing conditions of the 
tombs of Changling, Jingling and Yongling, proposed plans to repair and maintain these 
tombs. This planning has been put into practice. This is the first large scale repairing 
and maintenance work ever done at the Ming Tombs after the founding of New China. 

 
c-2 “Planning for the implementation of the project to restore the bases of the 

remains of Ling’en Palace and Ling’en Gate at the Dingling Tomb.” This report was 
compiled by the Ming Tombs Special Zone Office in 1982. On the basis of inspecting 
the bases, base steps, stone fences, stone dragon heads for dripping water and of 
analyzing their conditions, those who wrote the report put forward plans to maintain and 
protect the remains of Ling’en Palace and Ling’en Gate at the Dingling Tomb. Th 
project was finished in 1982. 

 
c-3 “Plan for the project to repair and maintain Ling’en Palace and Ling’en 

Gate at the Dingling Tomb” This report was prepared by Beijing Bureau of 
Cultural Relics. 

The existing conditions of the palace and gate were analyzed in the report, which 
had put forward a plan to repair the roof kilns, ceilings, gold-plated columns, floor 
bricks and stone carvings on the bases in these two architectures. The plan had been 
implemented in two phases respectively in 1984 and 1986. 

 
c-4 “Planning for the implementation of the project to repair the Zhaoling Tomb” 

This planning was mapped out by Science and Technology Research Institute for the 
Protection of Cultural Relics under the Ministry of Culture. The Ming Tombs Special 
Zone Office has entrusted the institute to do the planning. 

The existing conditions of the architectures in the Zhaoling Tomb had been 
analyzed in the report, which put forward a plan to repair city walls and stone bridges, 
to dredge up the water ways, to repair Lingxing Gate, Ling’en Palace, side halls, 
pavilion sheltering stone tablets and pavilion to slaughter cattle, kitchen for god and 
storehouses. The project had been carried out in two phases and was completed in 1993.  

 
c-5 “The Plan to rebuild the Sacred Way in the Ming Tomb.” The Ming 

Tombs Special Zone had entrusted Beijing Planning and Designing Institute to 
make the plan.  

The plan, based on the investigation and analysis of the existing conditions and its 
surrounding environment, had proposed that up and down roads of 5.39 kilometers 
should be constructed on the two sides of the Sacred Way and rail fence should be built 
along the roads. The residents nearby should be immigrated to other places, and the 
surrounding environment should be cleaned as well to protect the cultural relics there. 
The plan was carried out in 1990 and completed in the same years. 
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c-6 “Plan to carry out the project to repair the Sacred Way at the Ming 
Tombs” The Ming Tombs Special Zone Office entrusted Beijing Ancient 
Architecture Research Institute to make the plan in 1992. 

Based on the inspection and analysis of the existing conditions of the Sacred Way 
and the Ancient Architectures there, the plan proposed that a project should be carried 
out to reconstruct the glass screen at the Dragon and Phoenix Gate, to repair the stone 
rail around the ornamental columns named as Huabiao, to repair the aprons of all the 
ancient architectures and reconstruct the stone plate road along the Sacred Way. The 
project was carried out in 1995 and completed in the same year.  

 
c-7 “Planning to carry out the project to salvage and repair the Xianling 

Tombs.” The Ming Tombs Special Zone Office entrusted Beijing Institute of 
Ancient Architecture Protection and Designing to make the planning.  

Based on the inspection and analysis of the existing conditions of the Xianling 
Tomb, the plan put forward a project to repair the watchtower, walls, gate and three 
stone bridges in front of the tomb gate. The project was completed in 1995, and closed 
management has been carried out there. 

 
c-8 “Plan to carry out the project to repair the Siling Tomb” The existing 

conditions of the remained architectures on the ground has been surveyed and analyzed 
in the plan. And on that basis, the plan proposed that the tomb walls, gate tower and 
garden walls should reconstructed. The project was completed in 1994. 

 
c-9 “Plan to carry out the project to salvage and repair the Ming Tombs 

(1998)” The Ming Tombs Special Zone Office entrusted Beijing Institute of 
Ancient Architecture Protection and Designing to make the plan in 1998.  

Based on the inspection and analysis of the existing conditions of the tombs of 
Kangling, Tailing, Maoling, Yuling, Qingling, Deling and the Tomb of Concubine 
Dongjing, the plan proposed that iron fence gates should be installed at the gates of the 
tombs of Kangling, Tailing, Maoling, Yuling, Qingling and Deling. It also proposed that 
walls at the tombs of Kangling, Tailing and Maoling should be repaired. The plan also 
proposed that the Tomb of Concubine Dongjing should be consolidated. The project 
was carried out and completed in 1998. 

 
c-10 “Plan to repair the drainage system in the courtyard of Dingling Tomb” 

The Ming Tombs Special Zone Office entrusted Beijing Institute of Ancient 
Architecture Protection and Designing to make the plan in November of 1998.  

Based on the investigation, survey and analysis of the rain water accumulation 
situation in the tomb courtyard, the plan proposed a scientific way to repair the drainage 
system. The implementation of the plan is in the pipeline. 

 
c-11 “Plan to repair the drainage system in the courtyard of the Changling 

Tomb” The Ming Tombs Special Zone Office entrusted Beijing Institute of Ancient 
Architecture Protection and Designing to make the plan in December of 1998.  

Based on the survey and analysis of the drainage system in the tomb courtyard, the 
plan put forward a scientific way to repair and protect the system. The plan was carried 
out in 1999 and completed in the same year. 

 
c-12 “Plan to carry out the project to salvage and repair the Deling Tomb” 

The Ming Tombs Special Zone Office entrusted Beijing Institute of Ancient 
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Architecture Protection and Designing to make the plan in 2001, and the plan was 
made on the basis of the preliminary designing in 1994. 

Based on the investigation and analysis of the gate tower, watchtower and 
courtyard of the Deling Tomb, the report put forward a plan to repair and protect these 
architectures. The plan is now being carried out. 

All the projects mentioned above have been completed except the tenth and 
twelfth projects. The tenth is in the pipeline for implementation and the twelfth is being 
carried out at the present. 
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7.  Documentation 
a.  Drawing, photographs, slides and film/video 
 
a-1 Drawings 
(1) The plane figure of Changling 
(2)  The plane figure of Xianling 
(3)  The plane figure of Jingling 
(4)  The plane figure of Yuling 
(5)  The plane figure of Maoling 
(6)  The plane figure of Tailing 
(7)  The plane figure of Kangling 
(8)  The plane figure of Yongling 
(9)  The plane figure of Zhaoling 
(10) The plane figure of Dingling 
(11) The plane figure of Qingling 
(12) The plane figure of Deling 
(13) The plane figure of Siling 
(14) The distribution of stone sculptures along the sacred way of Changling 
(15) The front elevation of  dragon-phoenix gate of sacred way of Changling 
(16) The front elevation of the gate of Changling 
(17) The front elevation of Ling’en gate of Changling 
(18) The front elevation of the stele pavilion of Changling 
(19) The side elevation of the stele pavilion of Changling 
(20) The front elevation of Ling’en hall of Changling 
(21) The sectional drawing of Ling’en hall of Changling 
(22) The front elevation of Ling’xing gate of Changling 
(23) The front and side elevations of stone sacrificial altar of Changling 
(24) The front elevation of silk burner of Changling 
(25) The side elevation of square city and memorial tower of Changling 
(26) The front elevation of imperial title stele in the memorial tower of 

Changling 
(27) The front elevation of square city and memorial tower of Xianling 
(28) The side elevation of divine merit stele of Jingling 
(29) The elevation of the stone jar of Yuling 
(30) The plane figure of Ling’en gate of Kangling 
(31) The plane figure of Ling’en hall of Kangling 
(32) The front elevation glazed gate of Deling 
(33) The plane figure of burial chamber of Dingling 
(34) The sectional drawing of burial chamber of Dingling 
(35) The front and side sectional drawings of the Zilai?? stone in the front hall of 

burial chamber of Dingling 
(36) The vertical sectional drawing of precious citadel of Dingling 
 
a-2 Slide shows  
 
a-3 TV documentary and video 
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b. Copies of property management plants and extracts of other 
plans relevant to the property as well as excerpts of the laws and 
regulations regarding property management 

 
I. The Constitution of the People’s Republic of China (Passed and promulgated at 

the fifth session of the fifth National People’s Congress on December 4, 1982) 
(Excerpts) 

…… 
Article 22 … … 
The state protects places of scenic and historical interest, valuable cultural 

monuments and relics and other important items of China's historical and cultural 
heritage. 

…… 
II. The Law of the PRC on the Protection of Cultural Relics (Promulgated 

on November 19, 1982 at the 25th meeting of the fifth NPC Standing Committee) 
(Excerpts) 

 
Chapter I  General Provisions 

 
…… 
 
Article 2 The state shall place under its protection, within the boundaries of the 

People's Republic of China, the following cultural relics of historical, artistic or 
scientific value: 

(1) sites of ancient culture, ancient tombs, ancient architectural structures, cave 
temples and stone carvings that are of historical, artistic or scientific value; 

(2) buildings, memorial sites and memorial objects related to major historical 
events, revolutionary movements or famous people that are highly memorable or are of 
great significance for education or for the preservation of historical data; 

(3) valuable works of art and handicraft articles dating from various historical 
periods; 

(4) important revolutionary documents as well as manuscripts and ancient or old 
books and materials, etc., that are of historical, artistic or scientific value; and 

(5) typical material objects reflecting the social system, social production or the 
life of various nationalities in different historical periods. 

The criteria and measures for the verification of cultural relics shall be formulated 
by the state department for cultural administration, which shall report them to the State 
Council for approval. 

…… 
 

Chapter II  Sites to Be Protected for Their Historical and Cultural 
Value 

 
Article 7 Cultural relics, such as sites related to revolutionary history, memorial 

buildings, sites of ancient culture, ancient tombs, ancient architectural structures, cave 
temples, stone carvings, etc., shall be designated as sites to be protected for their 
historical and cultural value at different levels according to their historical, artistic or 
scientific value. 

Article 11 No additional construction project may be undertaken within the scope 
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of protection for a historical and cultural site. In case of a special need, consent must be 
obtained from the people's government which made the original announcement on the 
designation of such a site and from the department for cultural administration at the next 
higher level. If an additional construction project is to be undertaken within the scope of 
protection for a major historical and cultural site to be protected at the national level, 
consent must be obtained from the people's government of the relevant province, 
autonomous region, or municipality directly under the central government and from the 
state department for cultural administration.  

Article 12 On the basis of the actual needs for the protection of cultural relics and 
with the approval of the people's government of a province, an autonomous region or a 
municipality directly under the central government, a certain area for the control of 
construction may be delimited around a site to be protected for its historical and cultural 
value. Construction of new buildings or other structures in such an area shall not deform 
the environmental features of the historical and cultural site. The design for construction 
must be agreed upon by the department for cultural administration before it is submitted 
to the department for urban and rural planning for approval. 

…… 
Article 14 The principle of keeping the cultural relics in their original state must 

be adhered to in the repairs and maintenance at the sites designated as the ones to be 
protected for their historical and cultural value and in any removal involving these sites, 
such as sites related to revolutionary history, memorial buildings, ancient tombs, ancient 
architectural structures, cave temples, stone carvings, etc. (including attachments to the 
structures). 

 
Rules for the Implementation of the Law of the People's Republic of China on 

Protection of Cultural Relics 
(Extracts) 
(Promulgated on May 5, 1992 by the State Administration of Cultural Heritage 

upon approval by the State Council of the PRC on April 30, 1992) (Excerpts) 
 

Chapter I General Provisions 
…… 
Article 2 The cultural sites such as sites related to revolutionary history, memorial 

buildings, sites of ancient culture, ancient tombs, ancient architectural structures, cave 
temples and stone carvings are classified into major sites to be protected for their 
historical and cultural value at the level of state;  provinces, autonomous regions, 
municipalities directly under the central government; and sites to be protected for their 
historical and cultural value at the level of counties, autonomous counties and cities. 

Cultural relics such as memorial objects, works of art, handicraft articles, 
revolutionary documents, manuscripts, ancient or old books and materials, and typical 
material objects, are classified into valuable cultural relics and ordinary cultural relics. 
Valuable cultural relics are classified into Grades I, II and III. 

Article 3 …… 
Local people's governments at various levels shall place under their protection 

cultural relics in their respective administrative areas. 
…… 
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Chapter II Sites to be Protected for Their Historical and Cultural 
Value 

 
…… 
Article 7 The protective scope of sites to be protected for their historical and 

cultural value at various levels shall, in accordance with the provisions of Article 9 of 
the Law on Protection of Cultural Relics, be delimited and signs and notices be put up 
within a year from the sate of approval and announcement. 

The protective scope of major sites to be protected for their historical and cultural 
value at the national level and sites to be protected for their historical and cultural value 
at the level of provinces, autonomous regions, and municipalities directly under the 
central government shall be delimited and announced by the people's governments of 
provinces, autonomous regions, and municipalities directly under the central 
government. 

The protective scope of sites to be protected for their historical and cultural value 
at the level of counties, autonomous counties and cities shall be delimited and 
announced by the people's governments at the same level. 

Article 8 The people's governments at the level of county or above shall prescribe 
the concrete protective measures for the historical and cultural sites to be protected in 
accordance with the different needs for protection of cultural relics, and promulgate 
them for implementation. 

The protective measures for major sites to be protected for their historical and 
cultural value at national level and at the level of provinces, autonomous regions and 
municipalities directly under the central government shall be prescribed by the people's 
governments of provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities directly under the 
central government. 

The protective measures for the historical and cultural sites to be protected at the 
level of counties, autonomous counties and cities shall be prescribed by the people's 
governments of counties, autonomous counties and cities. 

…… 
Article 12 On the basis of the actual needs for the protection of cultural relics, an 

area for the control of construction may be delimited and announced around a site to be 
protected for its historical and cultural value. 

The area for the control of construction around a major site to be protected at the 
national level or a site to be protected at the level of province, autonomous region or 
municipality directly under the central government shall be delimited by the 
administrative department for cultural relics of the people's government of the relevant 
province, autonomous region or municipality directly under the central government in 
conjunction with the department for urban and rural planning and reported to the 
people's government of the province, autonomous region or municipality directly under 
the central government. 

…… 
Article 13 In an area for the control of construction, the installation of any device 

which endanger the safety of cultural relics or the construction of any building or 
structure of which the style, height, size and colour are out of harmony with the 
environmental features of historical and cultural sites shall be impermissible. 

…… 
III. The Provisional Regulations on the Management of Scenic Spots and Sites of 

Historical Value (Promulgated on June 7, 1985 by the State Council) (Excerpts) 
…… 
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Article 2 The areas where the natural and cultural scenes of sightseeing, cultural 
and scientific value are concentrated and of a certain scale or within a certain scope, or 
the areas which can offer people sightseeing, rest or the places to conduct scientific and 
cultural activities can be delimited as scenic spots and sites of historical value. 

Article 3 The scenic spots and sites of historical value are divided into three levels 
according to their sightseeing, cultural and scientific value and the environment quality, 
scale and sightseeing conditions; 

…… 
(III) The state’s key scenic spots and sites of historical value shall be examined 

and approved by the State Council on the basis of a survey and evaluation report on the 
scenic and historical resources. 

…… 
Article 6 The scenic spots and sites of historical value shall have the plans 

containing the following items: 
(1) Determining the nature of the scenic spots and sites of historical value; 
(2) Delimiting the scope and protective zone of the scenic spots and sites of 

historical value; 
(3) Delimiting the scenic spots and other functional areas; 
(4) Working out the measures to protect and develop the scenic spots and sites of 

historical value; 
(5) Setting the reception volume of tourists and working out the measures to 

organize and manage the sightseeing activities; 
(6) Arranging the public utility, service and other facilities; 
(7) Estimating the investment and economic return; 
(8) Other matters that need to be planned. 
…… 
Article 8 The land of the scenic spots and sites of historical value may not be 

occupied any units or individuals. 
All the scenes and natural environment in the scenic spots and sites of historical 

value must be under strict protection. They may not be damaged or changed wantonly 
without approval. 

The construction in the scenic spots and sites of historical value and their 
protective zones should be done in harmony with the scenes. No facility that may 
damage the scenes, pollute the environment and hamper sightseeing is allowed to be 
built in the scenic spots and sites of historical value. 

No hotel, hostel and sanatorium may be built in the sightseeing areas where 
tourists gather. 

Except the necessary protection and auxiliary facilities, no facilities may be built 
around the precious or important scenic spots. 

Article 9 Afforestation in the closed hills, greening, fire prevention and pest and 
disease prevention and treatment should be well handled in the scenic spots and sites of 
historical value with a purpose to protect the growing and habitation conditions for the 
plantations and animals. 

The trees in the scenic spots and sites of historical value, regardless of their 
ownership, shall be taken care of and managed according to plan. No felling is allowed. 
The felling for tree update or trimming must be approved by local competent 
department. 

The ancient and famous trees are prohibited to be felled. 
Collecting samples, medical herbs and other forest products in the scenic spots and 

sites of historical value must be approved by the management organ and be conducted 
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on a set amount and within a designated scope. 
Article 10 The important scenes, cultural relics and ancient and famous trees in the 

scenic spots and sites of historical value must be surveyed and appraised before 
protective measures are adopted and implemented. 

Article 11 The scenic spots and sites of historical value shall, according to the plan, 
actively develop the scenic and historical resources, improve transport, service and 
sightseeing conditions, organize sightseeing activities according to the designated 
reception volume and in a planned way. Visitors in excess of the designated number 
may not be received. 

…… 
V.  Regulations of Beijing Municipality on the Administration and Protection of 

Cultural Relics 
 (Adopted by the Standing Committee of the Eighth Beijing Municipal People's 

Congress at its 37th Session on June 23, 1987, amended and promulgated at the 40th 
meeting of the Standing Committee of the 10th Beijing People’s Congress on October 16, 
1997 and went into force on January 1, 1998) (Excerpts) 

…… 
 

Chapter I General Provisions 
 
…… 
Article 2 The  following cultural relics of historical, artistic and scientific values 

within the city's administrative limits are under state protection: 
(1) Ancient cultural sites, graves, buildings, cave temples and stone inscriptions of 

historical, artistic and scientific values; 
(2) Buildings, sites, and mementos of memorable, instructive and historical data 

values as connected with major historical events, revolutionary movements and 
celebrities; 

(3) Precious historical works of art and handicrafts from different ages in history; 
(4) Important revolutionary documents and manuscripts, antiquated books and 

other materials of historical, artistic and scientific values; 
(5) Representative objects that reflect the social system, production and life of 

different ethnic peoples at different ages in history. 
Fossils like vertebrates and the ancients of scientific values, ancient trees and well-

known plants of historical and memorable interests enjoy state protection as well as 
cultural relics. 

Article 3 All historical and cultural relics under the ground as well as under the 
water within the city's administrative limits are owned by the state 

Ancient cultural cities, graves and cave temples are owned by the state. Cultural 
relics confirmed to be under protection by the state like memorial buildings, ancient 
buildings and stone inscriptions belong to the state (except the ones stimulated by other 
regulations). 

…… 
 

Chapter II Administrations in Charge of Cultural Relics 
 
Article 6 Beijing Bureau of Cultural Relics Undertakings (hereinafter referred to 

as “the Bureau”) is the administration in charge of the protection and administration 
cultural relics in the whole city. 

Under the guidance of the Bureau, administrative offices at the district and county 
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levels are responsible for the protection and administration of the cultural relics within 
the limits of their respective authorities. 

…… 
Article 8 For historical and cultural sites under state protection which are 

confirmed by ``the Protection Law,'' special organs should be set up, full-time and part-
time workers should be assigned, in accordance with their different conditions, to take 
charge of the protection of cultural relics in the sites under the guidance of the 
administrative offices. 

…… 
 

Chapter III Funds for the management on the protection of cultural 
relics 

 
…… 
Article 11 The people’s governments and administrative organs in charge of 

cultural relics at various levels shall raise funds from various channels for the protection 
and maintenance of cultural relics. 

Article 12 The foundation for the protection of cultural relics shall be established. 
The specific methods shall be formulated by the municipal people’s government. 

Article 13 Domestic and foreign institutions and individuals are encouraged to 
donate funds for the protection of cultural relics. 

Article 14 The funds allocated for the management of cultural relic protection may 
not be misappropriated for other purposes. 
 

Chapter IV Cultural Sites under Protection 
 
Article 15 Cultural sites under protection within the city's administrative limits fall 

into the following categories: key cultural relics under state protection, those under city 
protection and those under district and county protection. 

…… 
Article 19  For cultural sites enjoying protection at different levels, necessary 

protection limits should be delimited by law, and construction control limits should be 
designated according to actual needs. 

For key cultural sites under state and city protection, the designation of protection 
and the construction control limits is subject to the joint effort of the Bureau and the 
City Planning and Administrative Bureau (hereinafter referred to as ``the Planning 
Bureau'')  and it must be approved and published by the municipal government. For the 
cultural sites under district and county protection, the designation of the above limits 
must be jointly approved and published by the corresponding administrative offices and 
the district and county governments. 

…… 
Article 20 The cultural sites under various levels of protection shall have 

protection signs made by the administrative organs in charge of cultural relics of the city, 
districts and counties. 

No organization or individual may remove, dismantle, taint or damage the signs of 
relic protection. 

Article 21 Within the protection limits of the cultural sites, any change in the 
original state of the cultural relics is forbidden; no damage, no reconstruction and no 
demolition are allowed to the ancient buildings and their accessories; no other 
construction projects are allowed; storage of explosive substances, inflammables and 
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any other substances that might endanger the cultural relics is absolutely forbidden in 
the buildings and their adjacency. 

Anyone who dismantles, rebuilds or removes cultural relic buildings shall be 
ordered to restore them to the original shape by the administrative organs in charge of 
cultural relics, and compensate for the losses caused to the cultural relics. 

Non-cultural-relic buildings within the protection limits should be renovated or 
demolished step by step according to the actual conditions. 

Article 22 The new buildings or structures in the construction control zones of 
cultural relic sites under protection must conform to the requirement for construction 
control. The height, volume, color and style may not damage the environment of the 
sites of cultural relics under protection. The buildings that fail to meet the requirement 
of construction control shall be ordered to be rectified, rebuilt or dismantled by the 
urban planning organs and cultural relic management organs. 

Article 23 ……The construction projects within the protection scope of the key 
sites of cultural relics under state protection must be approved by the city people’s 
government and state cultural administration. 

The construction units approved to handle the construction projects should come 
up with protection measures and include them in the design plans in answer to the 
requirement for the protection of cultural relics. 

Article 24 The sites of cultural relics under protection, which must be removed or 
dismantled for special purpose of the construction, shall go through the formalities for 
examination and approval according to the Law on the Protection of Cultural Relics. 

The sites of cultural relics which have been approved to be removed or dismantled 
shall have the photos taken, surveys conducted and necessary drawings and materials 
kept before the construction starts. The dismantled components and materials belong to 
the state and used upon the unified allocation of the organs for cultural relic protection. 

The expenses and labor needed for the removal or dismantling shall be included in 
the investment plan and labor plan of the construction unit. 

Article 25 In addition to museums, protection area or sightseeing spots, the 
cultural relic buildings that belong to the state and are designated as the sites under 
protection may be rationally utilized under different classification in light of the 
principle of not changing the original shape or harming the relic security. 

The nature of use and alteration of use right of the cultural relic sites under 
protection must be approved by the administrative organ of cultural relics. 

The change of nature of use or use right of cultural relic buildings without 
authorization shall be ordered to stop infringement by the administrative organ of 
cultural relics and compensated for the losses as a result of the damage of the relics. 

Article 26 The units that use the buildings of cultural relics shall be responsible for 
the maintenance and  repair of the buildings. 

Those who fail to maintain or repair the cultural relic buildings shall be ordered by 
the administrative organ of cultural relics to make correction within a time limit. Those 
who fail to repair the damaged buildings within a time limit shall be ordered to 
compensate for the losses,  stop using the buildings, or move out of the buildings within 
a time limit. 

Article 27 The units that use the buildings of cultural relics shall strictly follow the 
relevant rules on the protection of cultural relics. They should intensify the management 
of fire sources and power sources and install necessary fire extinguishing equipment. In 
the vital areas, they should install automatic warning and fire extinguishing devices  in 
light of actual needs. 

Article 28 The units that use the buildings of cultural relics shall strictly follow the 
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relevant rules on the protection of cultural relics and receive the supervision, inspection 
and instruction of the administrative organs of cultural relics. Those who affect the 
security of cultural relic buildings or hamper the opening shall be ordered to rectify or 
move out by the administrative organ of cultural relics. The expenses for the removal 
shall be undertaken by the units and their superior departments. 

…… 
 

Chapter IX Awards and penalties 
 
Article 48 The units or individuals who make outstanding contribution to the 

protection of cultural relics shall be praised or awarded by the people’s governments at 
various levels or the administrative organs of cultural relics according to Article 29 of 
the Law on the Protection of Cultural Relics. 

Article 49 Administrative sanctions shall be applied to those who have committed 
the following acts: 

(1) undertaking construction projects with the scope of protection for a historical 
and cultural site, or constructing buildings or other structures within the 
construction control area, for which the units or persons involved shall be 
ordered to stop the encroachment activities by the administrative organs of 
cultural relics, and be penalized by the urban planning administration or this 
administration according to the views of administrative organ of cultural 
relics and in light of the Regulations of Beijing Municipality on Urban 
Construction Planning; 

(2) undertaking blasting and excavating near the historical and cultural sites that 
endanger the security of cultural relics, for which those involved shall be 
stopped by the public security organ or such organ according to the views of 
the administrative organ of cultural relics, or be fined; 

(3) inscribing, graffitiing or damaging the cultural relics under state’s protection 
without having caused serious consequence, for which those involved shall be 
ordered to make correction by the administrative organ of cultural relics, or 
be fined or ordered to compensate for the loss by the public security organ or 
the unit where the relic is located; 

…… 
The amount of fines to be imposed according to these Regulations shall be in 

conformity with the Implementing Rules for the Law of the PRC on the Protection of 
Cultural Relics. The stipulation in other laws shall also be observed. 

Article 50 Violators of the Law on the Protection of Cultural Relics and these 
Regulations shall be prosecuted for their criminal liabilities according to law. 

Article 51 The staff of administrative organs of cultural relics at various levels 
must be devoted to their duty and strictly implement the law. Anyone who commits 
irregularities for personal gains, ignores duties and defalcates shall be dealt with 
seriously according to law. 

Article 52 The party involved who has objection to the administrative sanction, 
may, within 15 days after receiving the notice, apply for reconsideration to the superior 
department of the agency that makes the decision for the sanction. It may also, within 
three months, lodge a lawsuit to the people’s court. But the decision made by the 
administrative organ of cultural relics on the protection of cultural relics shall be carried 
out immediately. If no lawsuit is filed within the time limit as the decision is not carried 
out, the agency that has made the decision shall apply to the people’s court for coercive 
execution. 
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Article 53 If the appraisal of cultural relics is needed in dealing with the actions in 
violation of the Law on the Protection of Cultural Relics and these Regulations, the 
judicial organ and relevant administrative organ may entrust a specialized appraisal 
organ to undertake the work. 
 

Chapter X Supplementary rules 
 
Article 54 The municipal Bureau of Cultural Relics shall be responsible for 

interpreting the Regulations. 
…… 
 
 
VI. Provisions of Beijing Municipality on the Protective Scopes and Construction 

Control Zones of Sites of Cultural Relics (Approved on November 13, 1987 and 
implemented as of December 1, 1987) (Excerpts) 

…… 
Article 3 The designated sites of cultural relics under protection shall delimit 

protective scope and construction control zone in answer to the demand for the 
protection of layout, security, environment and scenes of the relics. 

The protective scopes and construction control zones for the key sites under state 
protection and city-level protection shall be delimited by the municipal Bureau of 
Cultural Relics (hereinafter referred to as Bureau of Cultural Relics) jointly with the 
municipal Urban Planning Management Bureau (hereinafter referred to as Urban 
Planning Bureau), and made public by the municipal people’s government; the 
protective scopes and construction control areas of the sites of cultural relics under 
district- and county-level protection shall be delimited by the district and county 
administration of cultural relics jointly with the urban planning organs of the same level, 
and made public by the district and county people’s government, upon consent of the 
municipal bureau of cultural relics and urban planning bureau. 

Article 4 The management of cultural relics within the protective scope shall be 
exercised according to the Regulations of Beijing Municipality on the Management of 
Cultural Relics. 

Article 5 The construction control zones in the vicinity of the sites of cultural 
relics shall fall into five categories. 

Type one: 
1.The area surrounding the tombs of Changling, Xianling, Jingling, Yuling, 

Maoling, Yongling, Qingling and Deling, to the line connecting the 760.1 high spot of 
Tianshou Mountain behind the Changling Tomb and the 531.0 high spot of the Eastern 
Peak of Tianshou Mountain behind the Jingling Tomb in the east. At where this line and 
300 meter contour line of Yangcuiling Peak meet to the west and south, along the 300 
meter contour line to the point A where the central line of Deling Tomb and the 300 
contour line meet, and to where the connecting line and extending line from the 447.9 
high spot of Houshan Mountain behind the Yongling Tomb meet, along the connecting 
line to point A, from point A to 305.3 high spot. To the 305.3 high spot and the southern 
corner connecting line of the Yongling Tomb walls and then to the road to the Deling 
Tomb, along this line to the parallel line 200 meters from the central line of the 
Yongling Tomb, to the parallel line 500 meters from the front gate of the Yongling 
tomb walls, then to the parallel line 200 meters from the central line of the Changling 
Tomb in the northwest of the Yongling Tomb, along the Yongling Tomb to the road to 
the Jingling Tomb, then from Jingling Tomb road to the crossing on the roads to the 
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tombs of Changling and Dingling. Along the road to Changling to north and then to the 
west until the old road to the tombs of Xianling, Qingling, Yuling and Maoling, then to 
the parallel line 300 meters from the front wall of the Maoling Tomb, then finally to the 
Maoling Tomb. In the west, to the parallel line 100 meters from the central line of the 
Maoling Tomb and 45 degree line from the southwestern corner of the Maoling Tomb 
wall to the northwest, then to the mountain ridge northwest of the mountain behind the 
Maoling Tomb, then along the mountain ridge up to the 300 elevation: in the north, to 
the 300 meter contour line. 

2.Tailing Tomb  from the northeastern section to the parallel line 500 meters from 
the central line of the Tailing Tomb, from the central section to the existing roads to the 
Shangkou and Xiakou gateways, from the southern section to the parallel line 200 
meters from the central line. To the parallel line 300 meters from the central line in the 
south. From the southwestern section to the parallel line 100 meters from the central 
line, from the northern section to the 45 degree line from the southwestern corner of the 
Tailing Tomb wall to the northwest, then to the mountain ridge southwest of Pen Holder 
Mountain, then along the mountain ridge up to 300 meter elevation. In the north, to the 
300 meter contour line. 

3.Kangling Tomb  In the northeast, from the northern section to the 45 degree line 
from the northeastern corner of the Kangling Tomb wall to the north, from the southern 
section to the parallel line 100 meters from the central line of the Kangling Tomb. In the 
southeast, to the parallel line 300 meters from the front wall of the Kangling Tomb. In 
the southwest, from the southern section to the parallel line 100 meters from the central 
line, from the western section to the 45 degree line from the southeastern corner of the 
Kangling Tomb wall to the west. In the northwest, to the 300 meter contour line. 

4.Tombs of Dingling and Zhaoling  In front of the Dingling Tomb, to the parallel 
line 200 meters from the central line in the south and north. To the parallel line 500 
meters from the front wall of the Dingling Tomb in the east, and to where the 45 degree 
line from two corners of the front wall of the Dingling Tomb to the rear and the 300 
meter contour line and the 45 degree line from the Zhaoling Tomb meet. In front of the 
Zhaoling Tomb, to the parallel line 100 meters from the central line of the Zhaoling 
Tomb in the south and north, to the parallel line 500 meters from the front wall of the 
Zhaoling Tomb in the east and south, and to the 45 degree line from the two corners of 
the front tomb wall to the rear. In the west, to the mountain ridge from the mountain 
behind the Zhaoling Tomb to Desheng Gateway, and along the mountain ridge up to the 
300 meter contour line. From behind the two tombs to the 300 meter contour line. 

5.Siling Tomb, tombs of concubines  To the parallel line 200 meters from the 
central line in the east and to the connecting line between the tomb top and the 205.5 
high spot in the northwestern ridge of the mountain northeast of the tomb and along the 
extending line to the Desheng road crossing. To the existing road by the Xishan 
Gateway in the south. To the parallel line 200 meters from the central line of the tomb 
and to the connecting line between the tomb top and the 530.52 high spot at Xiaohuyu 
Valley in the west. To the 300 meter contour line at Xiaohuyu Valley in the northwest. 
And to the connecting line between the 483.5 high spot and the southern end of 
Deshenkou Bridge. 

6.On the two sides of the Sacred Way: the construction control zone is within 250 
meters from the central line of the Sacred Way in the east and west, 200 meters from the 
stone memorial arch in the south, 100 meters from the two sides of the existing roads, 
and 150 meters in the north from where the planned roads from the two sides of the 
Sacred Way meet. 
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In the six types of area mention above, no one is allowed to change the topography 
and geomorphology, dig earth and quarry. Vegetation and afforestation should be 
strengthened, and the fields should be mainly used for farming and orchards. No 
construction project is allowed here, and the existing architectures should be moved 
away in a planned manner by the units using these architectures. For those architectures 
that must be kept here for special reasons, an overall and detailed program must be 
made, and so must be the plan for construction designing. Then the program and plan 
must be handed over to the municipal department for cultural relics and department for 
urban planning for approval, and finally to the municipal authorities in charge and the 
State Administration for Cultural Heritage for keeping files. The construction can never 
start until a license is obtained. The existing land for use and construction area can 
never be increased in the planning and instead should be reduced to the least. 

Type V: 
In the east, to the connecting line from the 760.1 high spot of Tianshou Mountain 

top, to the 531.0 high spot of Xiangyang Peak, from 531.0 high spot along the high 
spots of 521.6, 502.5, 474.4, 466.6 and 494.9 in the direction of southeast to the high 
spot of 529.3, then to the 577.1 high spot in the east, finally along the mountain ridge 
dividing the Changling Township and Cuicun Township to the 661.4 high spot in the 
south. 

In the south, to the 661.4 high spot, then to the road central point B 300 meters 
south of the southern end of the new seven-arched bridge on the road to the Changling 
Tomb, then to the connecting line between the road central point B and the southern end 
of Desheng Gateway bridge, then from the southern end of Desheng Gateway bridge to 
the 483.5 high spot in Xiaohuyu Valley, then from where the connecting line meet the 
300 meter contour line of Xiaohuyu Mountain, then along the 300 meter contour line to 
the 530.52 high spot in Xiaohuyu Valley in the southwest, then to where the connecting 
line meets the Siling Tomb top, finally along the connecting line up to the 530.52 high 
spot. 

In the west, from the 530.52 high spot in Xiaohuyu Mountain along the mountain 
ridge in the direction of southeast passing through the high spots of 558.4, 650.2, 506.9, 
485.5, 440.2 to the 483.5 high spot, then from the 483.5 high spot to the 288.6 high spot 
in the southern mountain ridge of Dayu, then to the 511.03 high spot in Dayu in the 
north, finally to the 531.0 high spot in the Lianhua Mountain behind the Kangling Tomb. 

In the north, from the 531.0 high spot in the Lianhua Mountain northeastward 
along the mountain ridge down to the 363.0 high spot, then from the 363.0 high spot to 
the 361.0 high spot of the Pen Holder Mountain, then to the high spots of 382.0, 444,6 
and 400.2 on the mountain ridge, then to the 559.55 high spot of Huangqian Temple in 
the direction of southeast, then northeastward along the mountain ridge passing through 
the high spots of 644.7 and 645.6 to the 760.1 high spot in Tianshou Mountain. 

Except for the protection range and construction control zone of type I,  the rest 
part in the area mentioned above belongs to the construction control zone of type V. 
The topography and geomorphology in the construction control zone of type V should 
be protected. The vegetation and tree planting should be strengthened within this zone. 
Mining and other exploration activities are not allowed. The existing buildings must be 
cleared up, and all construction projects must be strictly planned in advance. The 
architecture form must be in harmony with those of cultural relics. The new buildings 
should be in gray color. All construction projects must be under strict management. 

(3). The greenland planned 
1.The large and little Genai Valley  In the east, from the 626.7 high spot at Large 

Genai Valley southward to the 509.2 high spot at Little Genai Valley, then to the 577.1 
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high spot. In the southwest, to the area of type I and type V in the mountain behind the 
tombs of Changling, Jingling and Deling. In the north, to the 760.1 high spot of 
Tianshou Mountain, then southeastward to the line connecting the high spots of 520.8 
and 626.7. 

2.West of Tianshou Mountain  To the area of type V in the southeast and 
southwest; to the connecting line between the 760.1 high spot at Tianshou Mountain 
and the 400.2 high spot at the Pen Holder Mountain.  

3.Southwest of the Pen Holder Mountain  To the area of type V in the east and 
south; to the connecting line between the 732.94 high spot at the Pen Holder Mountain 
and the 531.0 high spot at Lianhua Mountain in the west; to the connecting line between 
the 732.94 high spot and the 400.2 high spot at the Pen Holder Mountain in the north. 

4.Dayu Valley  To the area of type I and the area of type V in the northeast and 
southeast; to the connecting line between the 531.0 high spot at Lianhua Mountain and 
the 483.5 high spot north of Xiaohuyu Valley. 

5.Mountain of Python  To the dividing line between Changling Township and 
Cuicun township, the dividing line between Cuicun Township and Ming Tombs 
Township and the dividing line between Ming Tombs Township and Nanshao 
Township, and to the tomb wall of Dongshan Gateway in the southeast; to the 300 
meter contour line in the southwest; to the area of type V in the north. 

6.The area above the 150 meter contour line at Xiaoshan Mountain, the Tiger 
Crouching Mountain, the Dragon Mountain, Hanbao Mountain and Anshan Mountain 
northeast of the Siling Tombs. 

7.The area within the tomb walls of all the mausoleums. 
In the planned area mentioned above for grassland and tree planting, the 

topography and geomorphology must be protected. Grass, trees, farmland and orchards 
should occupy the majority of the land within this area. When construction projects are 
indeed necessary, those in the mountains and area within the tomb walls stipulated in 
the sixth and seventh article above need to have permission from the municipal 
administrative department of cultural relics and the municipal department for urban 
planning. And only one-storey houses can be built within this type of area. For the 
construction projects in the area stipulated by the fifth article mentioned above, 
permission is needed from the county administrative depart of cultural relics and the 
county administrative department for urban planning for the building of two-storey 
architectures. When three-storey architectures or architectures above that height are to 
be built, permission from the municipal administrative departments for cultural relics 
and urban planning are needed. 

(4). Road isolation belt: 
From the Sacred Way to Changling Tomb, from the north of where 110 Highway 

and the Sacred Way meet to the planned section north of Desheng Gateway, from 
Dingling Tomb to Changling Tomb, from Desheng Gateway to the planned road of 
Yongling Tomb and Dingling Tomb, 100 meters away from the roadsides are 
designated as an isolation belt. 

From Changling Tomb to Tailing Tomb northward until Xiakou Gateway, from 
the crossing where the roads to Changling Tomb and Dingling Tomb meet to the tombs 
of Jingling and Yongling and from Yongling Tombs to Deling Tomb, 50 meters away 
from the roadsides are designated as an isolation belt.  

If the isolation belt is within the area of type I, it will be managed according to the 
requirements for type I area. And if the belt is within the area of type V, it will be 
managed in the same manner as the area of type V.  Those parts of the isolation belt that 
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belongs to neither the area of type I nor the area of type V should be managed according 
to “the Regulation on the Isolation Belt along the Major Roads of Urban Areas.” 

X. “Beijing Municipal Government Decree” (No. 23, 1992) (The full text) 
“The Regulations of Beijing Municipal Government on Strengthening the 

Planning and Management of the Sites of Historical Interest and Scenic Beauty in 
Badaling and the Ming Tombs” is now released. It will take effect from January 1, 1993. 

December 19, 1992 
XI. “The Regulations of Beijing Municipal Government on Strengthening the 

Planning and Management of the Sites of Historic Interest and Scenic Beauty in 
Badaling and the Ming Tombs” (extracts) 

Article 2  When anyone or any unit has construction projects within the sites of 
historic interest and scenic beauty in the areas of Badaling and the Ming Tombs, they 
must abide by this decree and “the Regulations on the Management of the Protection 
Range and Construction Control Zone for Units of Cultural Relics under Protection in 
Beijing.” 

Article 3  Class one, class two and class three protection areas are classified 
according to the distribution of the specific sites of historic interest, the historical 
remains, scenic spots and ancient trees and their natural environment such as 
topography and geomorphology.  

The specific range of the sites of historic interest and scenic beauty in Badaling 
and the Ming Tombs and the criteria for the class one, class two and class three 
protection areas are decided according to “the Overall Planning for the Sites of Historic 
Interest and Scenic Beauty in the Areas of the Ming Tombs and Badaling” approved 
and released by the Beijing Municipal Government. 

Article 4 
1. All construction projects must meet the requirements set by “the Overall 

Planning for the Sites of Historic Interest and Scenic Beauty in the Areas of the Ming 
Tombs and Badaling” and “the Regulations on the Management of the Protection Range 
and Construction Control Zone for Units of Cultural Relics under Protection in 
Beijing.” 

2. Within the class one protection area, those sections that belong to the first class 
land stipulated by “the Regulations on the Management of the Protection Range and 
Construction Control Zone for Units of Cultural Relics under Protection in Beijing,” no 
buildings or houses are allowed to be constructed, nor any attached architectures on the 
ground. Only vegetation and trees can be planted and the fire prevention passage can be 
built. 

3 In the non-first class land within the first class protection area and the second 
class  protection area, the necessary tourism facilities that are constructed must meet the 
requirements of the quality for the scenic spot. The layout, scale, size, height, materials 
and color should be in harmony with the environment of the scenic spots. 

4. In class three protection areas, in the building of new architectures, renovation 
of old ones or in the process of any other construction projects, the original landscape 
and environment should never be damaged. 

5. In class one and class two protection area, activities such as mining, quarrying, 
digging and filling in ponds are strictly forbidden in order to protect the topography and 
geomorphology. Approval must be obtained from the authorities concerned for such 
activities in class three protection areas. And they must meet the requirements of overall 
planning and are subject to planning management. 
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Article 5  Those applying for land for construction use in the area of Badaling and 
the Ming Tombs must have permits for construction land use issued by the municipal 
bureau of urban planning.  

Article 6  Construction projects in class one protection area must have the 
approval from the municipal bureau of urban planning and have the permits for 
construction projects issued by the bureau. The construction projects in second class  
protection area and important construction projects in third class  protection area must 
be approved by the municipal bureau of urban planning, and then have permits for 
construction projects issued by the county level bureau of urban planning. The 
construction projects that are not very important in third class  protection area should be 
approved by the county level bureau of urban planning and have the permits issued by 
the same bureau. 

If a construction project is within the protection range or construction control zone 
of a unit of cultural relics under protection, the project must first be approved by the 
administrative authorities of cultural relics in immediate charge.  

Article 7  Those, who start construction projects in the protected area without 
permits for construction land use and permits for construction projects or in violation of 
the rules set by the permits, will be punished by urban planning management 
department according to laws and regulations concerning urban planning management. 

Those whose behavior or practice are in violation of laws and regulations 
concerning the protection of cultural relics will be punished by cultural relics 
management department according to relevant laws and regulations. 
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    Ming and Qing Tombs (China) 
 
    No 1004bis 
 
 
1. BASIC DATA 

State Party:   The People’s Republic of China 

Name of property: Extension of the Royal Tombs of the 
Ming and Qing Dynasties: Ming 
Dynasty Xiaoling Tomb; Ming Tombs 

Location:   Nanjing City, Jiangsu Province 
(Xiaoling Tomb); Changping District, 
Beijing (Ming Tombs) 

Date received:   31 January 2002; additional information 
received in December 2002. 

Category of property: 

In terms of the categories of cultural property set out in 
Article 1 of the 1972 World Heritage Convention, this is 
two sites, an archaeological burial site consisting of two 
parts. 

Brief description: 

The Ming and Qing Tombs provide an outstanding 
evidence to the Chinese beliefs and traditions from the 14th 
onward. These tombs include significant examples of 
architecture and applied arts, which have been designed in 
harmony with the natural environment following the 
Chinese concepts of Geomancy. The tomb of the first Ming 
Emperor, the Xiaoling Tomb, is of particular significance 
establishing a prototype for the design of all those that 
follow. 

 

2. THE PROPERTY 

Description 

The nominated property consists of two distinct burial sites 
of the Ming Dynasty emperors, Xiaoling Tomb of the First 
Emperor and the tombs of 13 other emperors of the Ming 
Dynasty. The property is proposed as an extension to the 
existing World Heritage site: Imperial Tombs of the Ming 
and Qing Dynasties (inscribed on the World Heritage List 
in 2000; criteria i, ii, iii, iv and vi). The previously 
inscribed property included the tomb of Emperor Xianling, 
and two areas of tombs of the emperors of the Qing 
Dynasty. 

Xiaoling Tomb 

The Xiaoling Tomb is the burial site of the founding 
emperor of the Ming dynasty, Zhu Yuanzhang (1328-
1398) and his wife Ma. The main part of the tomb was 
built in 1381-1398, but other burials were added later in 
the area. The Xiaoling Tomb is one of the largest imperial 
tomb complexes in China. It is located on the south side of 
Mount Zhongshan, the highest of Ningzhen Mountains on 
the southern bank of Yangtse River, in the city of Nanjing, 
former capital city of the Ming dynasty. Within and around 
the site there are the tombs of several important 

personalities of the dynasty, including those of the crown 
prince Zhu Biao, a dozen founders of the Ming dynasty, 
several concubines, and princes. The area was carefully 
chosen by the emperor himself for its significance in 
reflecting the geomantic concepts (the art of divining; ie 
seeking to know hidden things by supernatural means in 
relation to earthen forms) of traditional Chinese culture 
(Confucianism and Taoism). 

The nominated core area, including the main tomb, covers 
some 120 ha. This is surrounded by a buffer zone. It has 
various components, including Mount Zhongshan, lakes, 
and three rivers. While the first emperor’s tomb is on the 
south side of the mountain, there are other tombs scattered 
around the north-west side of it. The landscaping of the 
area was planned following a precise ceremonial sequence, 
and with symbolic references to natural features. The 
ceremonial road starts from the Xiama Archway and ends 
at the main tomb mound, the Baocheng (Treasure City). 
The length of the procession way is ca 2,600 m, and there 
are some 30 structures or buildings on the way. The road 
was articulated in three sections: 

The 1st section forms an introduction, starting from the 
Xiama Archway, built of two carved stone pillars, 9m 
high (now remaining between two modern highways). 

The 2nd section starts with the Big Golden Gate and the 
remains of the Stele Tower; after a stone bridge, there is 
the Sacred Avenue, adorned with statues. This long 
avenue is in 3 parts (ca 618 m + 250 m + 275 m), separated 
at two points: first by sacrificial columns (ca 6 m tall) and 
then by an archway, both marking a turning in the Avenue. 
The first part has 24 large animal statues (the biggest 
weighing over 80 tons), the second part has statues of 
warriors and officials, and the third part stone plinths with 
flowers and clouds. The avenue ends at the Five Dragon 
Bridge. Originally this section had an outer wall that was 
22.5 km in circumference (Chinese measure: 45 li). 

The 3rd section is the most sacred part of the complex, 
starting from the Five Dragon Bridge. There are three 
ceremonial courtyards surrounded by walls, containing the 
Main Palace Gate, the Xiaoling Gate, the Sacrificial 
Palace (Xiaoling Palace) and a number of secondary 
buildings. The third court has a bridge crossing the 
imperial river, and it ends with the Square Town, a large 
rectangular stone structure (ca 60 m x 34 m in plan; 16 m 
high). A gradually rising tunnel leads through the Square 
Town to the Baoding (the Treasure Mound), an earth 
mound ca 350-400 m in diameter, containing the main 
tombs. The mound is surrounded by a stone wall. On the 
top of the Square Town there is the Ming Tower, one-
storey red brick building (ca. 39 m x 18 m), which has lost 
its roof in the war of 1853. 

Ming Tombs 

The Ming Tombs refer to the funeral sites of 13 emperors 
of the Ming Dynasty, after its capital was moved to 
Beijing. The site is located at the foot of Tianshou 
Mountain, north of Beijing. The construction of these 
tombs started with the tomb of Emperor Chengzu, in 1409. 
The subsequent emperors built their tombs on both sides of 
the first over the period of 200 years, including Renzong, 
Xuanzong, Yingzong, Xianzong, Xiaozong, Wuzong, 
Shizong, Muzong, Shenzong, Goangzong, Xizong, 
Chongzhen (who was part of Qing Dynasty). 
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The tombs are situated in a valley with the Tianshou 
Mountain peaks in the north. The plain has rivers and a 
lake. The tomb of Changling was placed at the foot of the 
central peak, facing south. The other tombs are distributed 
on both sides of the valley. There is one major sacred 
avenue leading to through the valley, about 7.3 km long, 
providing access to the individual tombs. Approaching 
from the south, there is the Stone Archway, which leads to 
the ceremonial way, the Red Gate, the Sacred Way, Divine 
Merit Stele Pavilion, and the Dragon-phoenix Gate. The 
Archway, the earliest of its type in China, is built with 
massive stone pillars on carved bases, architraves over five 
openings, and small roofs over each opening. 

The road continues with offshoots to the different tombs. 
The orientation of the tombs varies slightly; those in the 
north close to Changling face south, while those in the 
west face south-east. The orientation depends on their 
location within the environment and the associated 
meanings. The general layout of the tombs is similar to that 
of Xiaoling Tomb, though some are simpler. In several 
tombs there are only two courts. The burial mound, 
covering the burial chambers (‘underground palace’) can 
be either round – as in Xiaoling – or prolonged oval in 
plan. The size of the tombs varies; the largest is that of 
Emperor Changling, but the tombs of Yongling and 
Dingling are only just smaller. Their precious citadels also 
include an outer surrounding wall in addition to the three 
ceremonial courts. 

 

History 

The Ming dynasty (1368-1644) followed the period of the 
Mongol ruler Kublai Khan, who had employed Marco 
Polo in his capital in Beijing. The Ming dynasty was 
characterised by new flourishing of arts and literature, 
including the distinctive blue and white porcelain. The 
dynasty was founded by Zhu Yuanzhang (1328-1398), a 
rebel leader who proclaimed himself Emperor Hong Wu, 
and based his capital in Nanjing. The successors of 
Emperor Hong Wu moved the capital to Beijing, where 
their tombs were built starting with that of Changling 
(1409), followed by: Xianling (1425), Jingling (1463), 
Yuling (1464), Maoling (1487), Tailing, Kangling (1522), 
Yongling (1536-47), Zhaoling (1538-72), Dingling (1621-
26), Qingling, Deling (1627-32), and Siling (1642-59). 
The last emperor, Chongzhen, already belonged to Qing 
Dynasty. In addition, there are tombs of empresses, 
concubines, and other personalities. 

After the construction of the mausoleums there were small 
repairs or other works, such as repaving the Sacred Way 
with stone (1536), adding stone bases to columns, or 
repairing buildings after damages. In the mid 18th century, 
there was a period of more substantial repair in most of the 
tombs, with some rebuilding and additions, while keeping 
the main features intact. 

 

Management regime 

Legal provision: 

The proposed property is owned by the State. Both the 
Xiaoling Tomb and the Ming Tombs are listed by the State 
Council as a national key unit of Cultural Relics under 
State protection (1961). In addition, the Beijing Municipal 

Government has ordered protection and construction 
control; the Ming Tombs protection zone is 823 ha, and 
the buffer zone is 8,110 ha. 

Management structure: 

The area of the Xiaoling Tomb is under the respective 
management responsibilities of the State Administration of 
Cultural Heritage, the Jiangsu Provincial Bureau of 
Culture, the Nanjing City Bureau of Cultural Relics, and 
the Administration of the National Park of Dr. Sun Yat-
sen’s Mausoleum. The major management plans include 
the overall programme for the Xiaoling Tomb, 
complemented by detailed projects for specific parts of the 
area. 

The Ming Tombs Special Zone Office, established in 1981, 
is responsible for the overall protection and management 
of the area. The projects are presented to Beijing Bureau of 
Cultural Relics, Beijing Municipal Government, and State 
Administration of Cultural Heritage for approval. The 
plans for the conservation and management of the Ming 
Tombs include: the ‘10th five-year plan for the 
development of cultural relics cause in Beijing and outlines 
for long-range goals for the year 2015’, and a similar plan 
for the Ming Tombs special zone; and ‘Overall Planning 
for the Area of Ming Tombs’. 

Resources: 

For all tombs, the main sources of funding are provided by 
the State, and the local authorities. In addition, there are 
funds collected, eg by the Ming Tombs Special Zone. 

The conservation and management of the tombs benefits 
from the pool of professional of the State Administration 
of Cultural Heritage, and other organizations. There are 
some 180 staff at the Xiaoling tomb, half of whom are 
directly involved in conservation, and over 1,200 staff at 
the Ming Tombs. 

The Xiaoling Tomb has an average of 800,000 visitors 
(national and foreign) each year. The Ming Tombs, 
instead, had 4.7 million visitors in 2000. 

 

Justification by the State Party (summary) 

The Xiaoling Tomb is proposed under the criteria i, ii, iii, 
v and vi: (i) The Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty 
represents the artistic attainment in royal architecture in the 
early Ming Dynasty. … (ii) The humane buildings and the 
natural environments have reached such harmony and 
unity as to conform to the ideal of ‘unity between the 
universe and human beings’. … (iii) The Xiaoling Tomb of 
the Ming Dynasty boasts a comparatively long history. … 
(v) The Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty boasts both a 
unique and a general value with profound influences. … 
(vi) The Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty boasts a rich 
content of oriental culture. 

The Ming Tombs are proposed under the criteria i, ii, iii, 
iv and vi: (i) The Ming Tombs are outstanding examples of 
ancient Chinese architecture. … (ii) The Ming Tombs 
exerted far-reaching influence over the burial system of the 
Qing Dynasty. … (iii) The Ming Tombs recorded most of 
the history of the Ming Dynasty. … (iv) The Ming Tombs, 
which witnessed the 200-year history of Ming Dynasty, are 
the masterpieces of Chinese architecture and the best 
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representatives of mausoleum planning and construction… 
(vi) The owners of the Ming Tombs involved 13 of the 16 
Ming emperors and 23 empresses as well as the concubines 
who were buried alive with the emperors. The emperors 
were associated with important events and achievements 
during their reigns. 

 

3. ICOMOS EVALUATION 

Actions by ICOMOS 

An ICOMOS expert mission to the Ming and Qing tombs 
was undertaken in August 2002. 

 

Conservation 

Conservation history: 

The Xiaoling Tomb was protected in 1961, declared by the 
State Council of the P.R. China. In 1978, the State 
Administration allocated a special fund for the 
maintenance of the tomb with the aim of ‘keeping cultural 
relics in their original shape’. The project was completed 
in 1980. In 1991, the Nanjing City Committee of Cultural 
Relics, the Southeast University, and the administration of 
the National Park of Dr Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum 
prepared the Plan for the conservation of the Xiaoling 
Tomb, approved by the State in 1992. The plan has been 
implemented during the 1990s, with the latest works in 
2001. The works have included improving the presentation 
and educational aspects, setting up visitor facilities, raising 
public awareness eg by using the public media. 

During the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644), the Ming Tombs 
had a management structure for the protection and 
maintenance. Similar system continued during the Qing 
Dynasty (1644-1911). In the period of the Republic of 
China, the tombs were listed as relics protected by the 
government, though in practice little was done, and the 
tombs deteriorated. From 1949, the foundation of the 
People’s Republic of China, the tombs were given a Ming 
Tombs Management Committee. In 1952, it was named 
Cultural Relics Protection Station of the Ming Tombs. The 
area came under the jurisdiction of Beijing Municipal 
Government in 1955, when the Ming Tombs Management 
Department was set up. The Ming Tombs Special Zone 
Office was set up in 1981, responsible for overall 
protection and management of the area. 

State of conservation: 

The state of conservation of the tombs varies from one area 
to another. The sites have a long tradition of maintenance 
and monitoring, and the repairs are made to high standards, 
using original types of methods and materials. The 
Xiaoling tomb is in good condition. Nevertheless, 
problems of decay are reported in areas that are not open 
for visitors. 

The main tombs in the site of the Ming Tombs are in good 
condition. Other tombs do face problems however, and a 
certain number of the buildings are in ruins. The roofs of 
many Soul Towers (Minglou) in front of the tombs are 
seriously damaged and many Ling'en Halls (Halls of 
Eminent Favor) are ruined. Among the Soul Towers, those 
in front of Zhaoling tomb and Xianling Tomb are already 
repaired and that of Deling Tomb is under repair now. 

Preventive measures are also taken, eg building rain water 
outlets. 

Risk analysis: 

In the zone of Xiaoling Tomb, there are no industrial, 
mining or lumbering activities. There is however an area, 
which has always been reserved for villages and various 
types of organisations, whose activities have a certain 
impact on the environment. A part of this district has now 
been demolished in 2002, and the area will be planted with 
trees to re-establish the environmental integrity. The 
Nanjing Watch Factory near the Golden Gate is planned to 
be gradually removed to another location, and to restore 
this section of the Sacred Avenue. 

There have been no forest fires so far in this area, and 
preventive measures are implemented as part of the 
management. At present, most visitors go to mausoleum of 
Dr. Sun Yat-sen, thus relieving the Xiaoling Tomb from 
some of the pressure. The number of visitors amounts to 
800,000/year. 

In the case of the Ming Tombs, there are pressures from 
the development of farming around the tombs and the 
Sacred Way. There is an increase in the construction of 
various types of facilities, such as those required for 
farming, electricity, telecommunication, and broadcasting. 
Efforts have been made by the management authorities to 
find solutions, and some of the problems have already been 
solved. Due to hot summers and cold winters, the climate 
can accelerate erosion of stone and brick. The area is 
subject to earthquakes, frequent floods, and plagues by 
insects. Furthermore, fire and thunderstorm have caused 
damage in the past, and various buildings have even been 
destroyed by lightning. Currently, fire prevention is part of 
the management plan. Considering that there are nearly 5 
million visitors per year in the tombs, this causes a heavy 
burden to management. Various measures have been 
implemented in order to mitigate the risks. There are some 
21,000 inhabitants living within the buffer zone. 

 

Authenticity and integrity 

In the Xiaoling Tomb, the original design, integrity of the 
space planning and environment are exceptionally well 
maintained except for some erosion due to natural factors 
and certain damages by wars and vandalism, which are 
partially restored now. 

The main buildings of the Ming Tombs and the sites are 
conserved fairly well as a whole. The pattern of the each 
tomb has remained clear and intact, and the underground 
chambers of Dingling Tomb, which are open to the public, 
are well conserved. No big changes have been made in the 
landscape, except for the construction of the Ming Tombs 
Reservoir in 1958, 4 km southeast of the entrance of the 
site. The Way of the Spirits, the main approach to the 
Ming Tombs, is fairly well intact, though there are some 
parts that require repair or restoration. The condition of 
some tombs situated in the periphery has deteriorated over 
the centuries. 
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Comparative evaluation 

The system of Xiaoling Tomb, breaks with the past and 
creates a new standard for the later mausoleums. This 
system was followed in the construction of the Ming 
Tombs in Beijing, Xianling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty in 
Zhongxiang, the Western Qing Tombs, and the Eastern 
Qing Tombs as the standard for the overall layout and 
general feature. The general layout of the tomb inherited 
certain features from the previous dynasties, but there were 
several innovations in the design. In the Ming tombs, the 
system of ‘hall in the front and residing place in the rear’ 
reflected the layout of the imperial palaces, which was 
different from the tombs of the Tang and Song dynasties, 
who had adopted the architectural system of two-floor 
palaces, focusing on the spirit of the dead in the design. 
Another issue was the sharing of the Sacred Avenue with 
other personalities. The imperial tombs built before the 
Ming Dynasty were generally designed on an axial 
concept, while the Ming emperors adopted the Sacred 
Avenue on a zigzag line. The Xiaoling Tomb had a 
sophisticated drainage and sewage system; huge culverts 
were built underground to provide for the release of flood 
waters in rainy seasons. 

 

Outstanding universal value 

General statement: 

The present nomination is considered an important 
complement to the existing World Heritage site of Ming 
and Qing tombs. The tomb of the first Ming emperor, the 
Xiaoling Tomb, is of outstanding significance considering 
that it was the prototype, which was taken as the model by 
all subsequent emperors. In fact, the design of the Xiaoling 
Tomb breaks with the past tradition, and establishes new 
criteria in harmony with the Chinese Geomantic concepts. 
The Ming Tombs complement the nomination, providing a 
coherent picture of the ensemble. 

Evaluation of criteria: 

The existing World Heritage site has been inscribed on the 
basis of criteria i, ii, iii, iv and vi: 

Criterion i refers to the harmonious integration of 
remarkable architectural groups in a natural environment 
meeting the criteria of geomancy. 

Criteria ii, iii, and iv refer to the tombs as a testimony to a 
cultural and architectural tradition that for over five 
hundred years of dominated this part of the world; by 
reason of their integration into the natural environment, 
they make up a unique ensemble of cultural landscapes. 

Criterion vi refers to the tombs as illustrations of the 
beliefs, world view, and geomantic theories of Fengshui 
prevalent in feudal China. They have served as burial 
edifices for illustrious personages and as the theatre for 
major events that have marked the history of China. 

Considering that the qualities and values of the proposed 
extension correspond to those of the already inscribed site, 
it is recommended that the criteria of the existing World 
Heritage site be retained also for the extension: i, ii, iii, iv 
and vi. 

 

4. ICOMOS RECOMMENDATIONS 

Recommendation for the future 

ICOMOS emphasises the overall quality of the sites as 
symbolic cultural landscapes, based on the principles of 
Chinese Geomancy, taking note of the efforts made to 
remove some structures not considered compatible with the 
character of the burial sites. 

In the same spirit, and recognizing the existing long-term 
conservation management programmes, ICOMOS also 
draws attention to the need to enforce the maintenance and 
sensitive conservation of the areas where the condition is 
not considered satisfactory. 

 

Recommendation with respect to inscription 

That the property be inscribed on the World Heritage List 
as an extension to the existing World Heritage site of Ming 
and Qing tombs, using the same criteria i, ii, iii, iv and vi. 

 

ICOMOS, March 2003 
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    Tombes Ming et Qing (Chine) 
 
    No 1004 bis 
 
 
 
 
 
1. IDENTIFICATION 
 
État Partie :  République populaire de Chine 
 
Bien proposé :  Extension des tombes royales des 

dynasties Ming et Qing : tombe Xiaoling 
de la dynastie Ming ; tombes Ming  

 
Lieu :    Nankin, province du Jiangsu (tombe 

Xiaoling) ; district de Changping, 
Beijing (tombes Ming) 

 
Date de réception :31 janvier 2002 ; information 
     complémentaires reçue en décembre 

2002 
 
Catégorie de bien :  
 
En termes de catégories de biens culturels telles qu’elles 
sont définies à l’article premier de la Convention du 
patrimoine mondial de 1972, il s’agit de deux sites, un site 
archéologique funéraire constitué de deux ensembles.  
 
Brève description : 
 
Les tombes Ming et Qing offrent un témoignage 
exceptionnel des croyances et traditions chinoises depuis le 
XIVe siècle. Ces tombes sont des exemples inestimables 
de l’architecture et des arts appliqués conçus selon les 
préceptes chinois de la géomancie, en harmonie avec 
l’environnement naturel. La tombe Xiaoling du premier 
empereur Ming est d’une importance particulière car elle 
servit de modèle aux tombes des empereurs suivants. 
 
 
2. LE BIEN 
 
Description  
 
Le bien proposé pour inscription est constitué de deux sites 
funéraires distincts des empereurs de la dynastie Ming : la 
tombe Xiaoling du premier empereur et les tombes de 13 
autres empereurs de cette dynastie. Le bien est proposé en 
tant qu’extension du site existant du Patrimoine mondial : 
Tombes impériales des dynasties Ming et Qing (inscrites 
sur la Liste du patrimoine mondial en 2000 ; critères i, ii, 
iii, iv et vi). Le bien précédemment inscrit incluait la 
tombe de l’empereur Xianling et deux emplacements de 
tombes impériales de la dynastie Qing.  
 
Tombe Xiaoling  
 
La tombe Xiaoling est le site funéraire où se firent 
ensevelir l’empereur fondateur de la dynastie Ming, Zhu 
Yuanzhang (1328-1398) et son épouse, Ma. La partie 

centrale du mausolée fut construite en 1381-1398, puis, par 
la suite, d’autres tombes furent aménagées à proximité. La 
tombe Xiaoling est l’une des plus grandes constructions 
funéraires impériales en Chine. Elle est située sur le 
versant sud du mont Zhongshan, la plus élevée des 
montagnes Ningzhen sur la rive sud du Yangtse, dans la 
ville de Nankin, ancienne capitale de la dynastie Ming. Sur 
le site et à l’extérieur se trouvent les tombes de plusieurs 
dignitaires de la dynastie, dont celles du prince héritier 
Zhu Biao, une douzaine des fondateurs de la dynastie 
Ming, plusieurs concubines et princes. Le site fut 
soigneusement choisi par l’empereur lui-même pour ses 
caractéristiques fidèles aux préceptes de la géomancie (l’art 
de la divination par des moyens surnaturels en relation 
avec des formes terrestres) qui fait partie de la culture 
chinoise traditionnelle (confucianisme et taoïsme).  
 
La zone proposée pour inscription, qui comprend la tombe 
principale, couvre une superficie d’environ 120 ha. Elle est 
entourée d’une zone tampon. Le site rassemble plusieurs 
composantes indispensables : le mont Zhongshan, des lacs 
et trois cours d’eau. Tandis que la tombe du premier 
empereur s’adosse au versant sud de la montagne, d’autres 
tombes sont éparpillées sur le flanc nord-ouest. La 
composition du paysage a été planifiée selon un 
ordonnancement cérémoniel précis, avec des références 
symboliques renvoyant aux caractéristiques de 
l’environnement naturel. L’axe cérémoniel commence à la 
porte d’entrée Xiama et se termine au tumulus principal, le 
Baocheng (Ville du trésor). La voie processionnelle, 
d’environ 2600 m de long, est jalonnée d’une trentaine de 
structures ou d’édifices. Cette voie est articulée en trois 
parties :  
 
La première partie constitue l’entrée, avec la porte Xiama, 
composée de deux piliers de pierre sculptée de 9 m de haut 
(actuellement situé entre deux routes modernes).  
 
La deuxième partie commence au grand portail d’or et 
aux vestiges de la tour de la stèle. Après un pont de pierre 
commence la voie sacrée, ornée de statues. Cette longue 
avenue est elle-même constituée de trois parties (environ 
618 m ; 250 m et 275 m), séparée en deux points, d’abord 
par des colonnes sacrificielles (environ 6 m de haut) puis 
par un portail, marquant tous deux un tournant de la voie. 
La première partie comporte 24 grandes statues animalières 
(la plus grande pèse plus de 80 tonnes), la deuxième partie 
comporte des statues de guerriers et d’officiers et la 
troisième partie est longée de plinthes sculptées de fleurs et 
de nuages. La voie se termine au pont des cinq dragons. À 
l’origine, cette partie comportait un mur d’enceinte de 
22,5 km de circonférence (en mesure chinoise : 45 li). 
 
La troisième partie est la plus sacrée de l’ensemble ; elle 
commence au pont des cinq dragons. Trois cours 
cérémonielles entourées de murs contiennent le grand 
portail du palais, le portail Xiaoling, le palais sacrificiel 
(palais Xiaoling) et plusieurs autres édifices secondaires. 
La troisième cour comporte un pont jeté au-dessus de la 
rivière impériale et se termine par la cité carrée, une 
grande structure de pierre rectangulaire d’environ 60 m x 
34 m au sol et 16 m de haut. Un tunnel s’élevant 
progressivement traverse la cité carrée et conduit au 
Baoding (le mont du trésor), un tumulus d’environ 350 à 
400 m de diamètre, contenant les tombes principales. Le 
tumulus est entouré d’un mur de pierre. Au sommet de la 
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cité carrée se trouve la tour Ming, édifice en brique rouge 
d’un étage d’environ 39 m x 18 m, qui a perdu son toit 
pendant la guerre de 1853. 
 
Tombes Ming  
 
Les tombes Ming désignent les sites funéraires de 13 
empereurs de la dynastie après que la capitale fut transférée 
à Beijing. Le site se trouve au pied de la montagne 
Tianshou, au nord de Beijing. La construction de ces 
tombes a commencé avec celle de l’empereur Chengzu en 
1409. Les empereurs suivants : Renzong, Xuanzong, 
Yingzong, Xianzong, Xiaozong, Wuzong, Shizong, 
Muzong, Shenzong, Goanzong, Xizong et Chonzhen (qui 
faisait partie de la dynastie Qing) construisirent leur 
tombes des deux côtés de la première sur une période de 
200 ans.  
 
Les tombes sont situées dans une vallée au nord des pics 
des montagnes Tianshou. La plaine est traversée de cours 
d’eau et comporte un lac. La tombe de Changling est 
placée au pied du pic central, face au sud. Les autres 
tombes sont réparties des deux côtés de la vallée. Une voie 
sacrée principale d’environ 7,3 km de long traverse la 
vallée et offre l’accès à chacune des tombes. En arrivant 
par le sud, on passe d’abord sous le portail de pierre qui 
conduit à la voie cérémonielle, on accède ensuite au portail 
rouge, à la voie sacrée, au pavillon de la stèle des divins 
mérites et à la porte du dragon et du phénix. Le portail 
d’entrée, le plus ancien de ce type en Chine, est constitué 
de deux piliers de pierre massive sur des bases sculptées et 
d’architraves sur les cinq ouvertures, chacune surmontée 
de petits toits.  
 
La voie principale se divise en plusieurs ramifications 
conduisant aux différentes tombes. L’orientation des 
tombes varie légèrement : celles du nord, à proximité de la 
tombe de Changling sont orientées face au sud, tandis que 
celles qui sont édifiées à l’ouest sont orientées vers le sud-
est. L’orientation dépend du lieu d’implantation dans le 
site et des significations qui se rattachent à cette 
implantation. La disposition générale des tombes est 
similaire à celle de la tombe Xiaoling, bien que certaines 
soient plus simples. Plusieurs tombes ne comportent que 
deux cours. Les tumuli couvrant les chambres mortuaires, 
(« palais souterrain ») sont soit de plan circulaire – comme 
celle de Xiaoling – soit de plan ovale allongé. Les 
dimensions des tombes varient, la plus grande est celle de 
l’empereur Changling, les tombes de Yongling et de 
Dingling sont légèrement plus petites. Leur citadelle 
précieuse comporte aussi un mur d’enceinte extérieur en 
plus de trois cours cérémonielles.  
 
 
Histoire 
 
La dynastie Ming (1368-1644) suivit la période de 
domination des Mongols, celle du grand khan Kubilaï qui 
avait employé Marco Polo dans sa capitale de Beijing. La 
dynastie Ming se caractérisait par sa littérature et ses arts 
florissants, avec la célèbre porcelaine bleue et blanche. La 
dynastie fut fondée par Zhu Yuanzhang (1328-1398), un 
chef de rébellion qui s’autoproclama empereur, prit le nom 
de Hong Wu et basa sa capitale à Nankin. Ses successeurs 
déménagèrent leur capitale à Beijing, où leurs tombes ont 
été édifiées en commençant par celle de Changling (1409), 

puis celles de Xianling (1425), Jingling (1463), Yuling 
(1464), Maoling (1487), Tailing, Kangling (1522), 
Yongling (1536-1547), Zhaoling (1538-1572), Dingling 
(1621-1626), Qingling, Deling (1627-1632) et Siling 
(1642-1659). Le dernier empereur, Chongzhen, appartenait 
déjà à la dynastie Qing. Il existe aussi des tombes 
d’impératrices, de concubines et de dignitaires.  
 
Après leur construction, les mausolées connurent de 
légères modifications ou travaux de réparation, tels que le 
pavage en pierres de la voie sacrée (1536), l’ajout de bases 
en pierre pour les colonnes et la réparation des édifices 
endommagés. Au milieu du XVIIIe siècle, il y eut des 
interventions plus importantes sur la plupart des tombes, 
avec quelques reconstructions et quelques ajouts, les 
caractéristiques principales demeurant intactes.  
 
 
Politique de gestion 
 
Dispositions légales : 
 
Le bien proposé pour inscription est la propriété de l’État. 
La tombe Xiaoling et les tombes Ming sont inscrites sur la 
liste du Conseil d’État en tant que reliques culturelles 
nationales placées sous la protection de l’État (1961). De 
plus, le gouvernement municipal de Beijing a ordonné une 
politique de protection et un contrôle des constructions. La 
zone de protection des tombes Ming est de 823 ha et sa 
zone tampon est de 8 110 ha.  
 
Structure de la gestion : 
 
La zone de la tombe Xiaoling est gérée par 
l’Administration d’État du patrimoine culturel, le Bureau 
de la culture de la province de Jiangsu, le Bureau des 
reliques culturelles de la ville de Nankin et l’administration 
du parc national du mausolée du docteur Sun Yat-sen. Les 
principaux plans de gestion comprennent le programme 
global conçu pour la tombe de Xiaoling, complété par des 
projets détaillés portant sur des parties spécifiques de la 
zone.  
 
Le Bureau de la zone spéciale des tombes Ming, établi en 
1981, est chargé de la gestion et de la protection globale du 
site. Les projets sont présentés pour approbation au Bureau 
des reliques culturelle de Beijing, au gouvernement 
municipal de Beijing et à l’Administration d’État du 
patrimoine culturel. Les plans de conservation et de 
gestion des tombes Ming incluent : « le dixième plan 
quinquennal pour le développement des reliques 
culturelles de Beijing et les grandes lignes des objectifs à 
long terme pour l’année 2015 » et un plan similaire pour la 
zone spéciale des tombes Ming et enfin  »la Planification 
globale du site des tombes Ming ». 
 
Ressources :  
 
Pour toutes les tombes, les sources principales de 
financement proviennent de l’État et des autorités locales. 
Des fonds sont collectés en plus, par exemple par la zone 
spéciale des tombes Ming.  
 
La conservation et la gestion des tombes sont à la charge 
de l’effectif des professionnels de l’Administration d’État 
du patrimoine culturel et d’autres organisations. Environ 
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180 personnes sont affectées à la tombe Xiaoling, dont la 
moitié est directement concernée par la conservation. Un 
effectif de plus de 1200 personnes est employé au service 
des tombes Ming.  
 
La tombe Xiaoling attire en moyenne 800 000 visiteurs 
(nationaux et étrangers) chaque année. Les tombes Ming, 
en recevaient 4,7 millions en 2000.  
 
 
Justification émanant de l’État partie (résumé) 
 
L’inscription de la tombe Xiaoling est proposée sur la base 
des critères i, ii, iii, v et vi : (i) La tombe Xiaoling de la 
dynastie Ming représente l’apogée artistique de 
l’architecture royale au début de la dynastie Ming. … (ii) 
Les édifices élevés par les hommes et leur environnement 
naturel ont atteint un tel degré d’harmonie qu’ils se 
conforment à l’idéal « d’unité entre l’univers et les êtres 
humains ». … (iii) La tombe Xiaoling de la dynastie Ming 
a une histoire comparativement longue … (v) une valeur 
unique et générale avec des influences profondes … (vi) 
un contenu riche de culture orientale.  
 
Les tombes Ming sont proposées sur la base des critères i, 
ii, iii, iv et vi : (i) Les tombes Ming sont des exemples 
éminents de l’architecture de la Chine ancienne … (ii) 
elles ont exercé une influence considérable sur le système 
funéraire de la dynastie Qing… (iii) elles restituent la plus 
grande partie de l’histoire de la dynastie Ming… (iv) Elles 
témoignent de 200 ans d’histoire de la dynastie Ming et 
sont des chefs-d’œuvre de la culture chinoise et les 
meilleurs exemples de conception et de construction de 
mausolées. … (vi) Les tombes Ming sont les dernières 
demeures de 13 des 16 empereurs Ming et de 23 
impératrices ainsi que des concubines qui étaient enterrées 
vivantes avec leur souverain. Les empereurs sont associés à 
d’importants événements et de grandes réalisations durant 
leur règne.  
 
 
3. ÉVALUATION DE L’ICOMOS  
 
Actions de l’ICOMOS 
 
Une mission d’expertise de l’ICOMOS a visité les tombes 
Ming et Qing en août 2002.  
 
 
Conservation 
 
Historique de la conservation 
 
La tombe Xiaoling fut protégée à partir de 1961, par 
intervention du Conseil d’État de la République populaire 
de Chine. En 1978, l’Administration d’État alloua un 
fonds spécial pour l’entretien de la tombe dans le but de 
« conserver les reliques culturelles dans leur état 
d’origine ». Le projet fut achevé en 1980. En 1991, le 
Comité des reliques culturelles de la ville de Nankin, 
l’université du Sud-Est et l’administration du parc national 
du mausolée du docteur Sun Yat-sen préparèrent le Plan de 
conservation de la tombe Xiaoling, approuvé par l’État en 
1992. Le plan a été appliqué durant les années 1990, les 
derniers travaux ayant été réalisés en 2001. Les travaux ont 
consisté à améliorer la présentation et l’aspect éducatif, à 

créer des services aux visiteurs, à susciter l’intérêt du 
public, par exemple par le biais des médias.  
 
Pendant la période de la dynastie Ming (1368-1644), les 
tombes Ming disposaient d’une structure de gestion 
chargée de leur protection et de leur entretien. Un système 
similaire se poursuivit sous la dynastie Qing (1644-1911). 
Par la suite, les tombes furent répertoriées en tant que 
reliques protégées par le gouvernement, mais dans la 
pratique peu de choses furent faites et les tombes se 
détériorèrent. À partir de 1949, au moment de la fondation 
de la République populaire de Chine, les tombes furent 
confiées à un Comité de gestion des tombes. En 1952, le 
Comité prit le nom de Poste de protection des reliques 
culturelles des tombes Ming. La zone fut placée sous la 
juridiction du gouvernement municipal de Beijing en 1955, 
au moment de la création du Département de gestion des 
tombes Ming. Le Bureau de la zone des tombes Ming fut 
créé en 1981, chargé de la protection et de la gestion 
globale de la zone.  
 
État de conservation : 
 
L’état de conservation des tombes varie d’une zone à 
l’autre. Les sites ont connu une longue tradition d’entretien 
et de suivi et les réparations sont faites dans les règles de 
l’art, en utilisant les matériaux et les techniques d’origine. 
La tombe Xiaoling est en bon état. Cependant, des 
problèmes de délabrement sont signalés dans des zones qui 
ne sont pas ouvertes aux visiteurs.  
 
Les tombes principales du site des tombes Ming sont en 
bon état. D’autres tombes présentent néanmoins des 
problèmes et un certain nombre d’édifices sont en ruines. 
Les toits de nombreuses tours des esprits (Minglou) devant 
les tombes sont très endommagés et de nombreux pavillons 
des faveurs extraordinaires (pavillon Ling'en) sont 
également en ruines. Parmi les tours des esprits, celles qui 
sont en face des tombes de Zhaoling et de Xianling sont 
réparées et celle de la tombe de Deling est en cours de 
restauration. Des mesures préventives sont également 
prises, par exemple la construction d’évacuations des eaux 
pluviales.  
 
 
Analyse des risques : 
 
Dans la zone de la tombe Xiaoling, il n’y a aucune activité 
d’extraction minière ou d’exploitation de la forêt. Il existe 
toutefois une zone qui a toujours été réservée pour les 
villages et divers types d’organisations et dont les activités 
ont un certain impact sur l’environnement. Une partie de 
ce district a été démoli en 2002 et la zone sera plantée 
d’arbres pour rétablir l’intégrité de l’environnement. 
L’usine horlogère de Nankin, installée à proximité du 
portail d’or, doit être progressivement déménagée sur un 
autre site et il est prévu de restaurer cette partie de la voie 
sacrée.  
 
Il n’y a pas eu d’incendie de forêt jusqu’à présent dans 
cette zone et des mesures préventives ont été prises dans le 
cadre de la gestion du site. Actuellement, la plupart des 
visiteurs vont au mausolée du docteur Sun Yat-sen, évitant 
ainsi une pression trop forte sur la tombe Xiaoling. Le 
nombre de visiteurs est de 800 000 par an.  
 



 158

Concernant les tombes Ming, il existe des pressions en 
faveur du développement de l’agriculture autour des 
tombes et de la voie sacrée. On constate une augmentation 
de la construction de divers types de bâtiments utilitaires 
(exploitation agricole, production d’électricité, 
télécommunications et télédiffusion). Les autorités 
gouvernementales se sont efforcées de trouver des 
solutions et quelques problèmes ont été résolus. Le climat, 
- hivers rudes et étés chauds - est responsable de l’érosion 
de la pierre et de la brique. La région connaît des 
tremblements de terre, de fréquentes inondations et la 
présence d’insectes ravageurs. Des incendies et des orages 
ont causé des dommages et plusieurs édifices ont été 
détruits par la foudre. Actuellement, la prévention contre 
les incendies est intégrée au plan de gestion. Les 5 millions 
de visiteurs par an imposent une pression importante pour 
la gestion. Diverses mesures ont été mises en œuvre afin de 
réduire les risques. Une population d’environ 21 000 
habitants vit dans la zone tampon.  
 
 
Authenticité et intégrité  
 
Dans la tombe Xiaoling, la conception d’origine et 
l’intégrité de l’organisation de l’espace et de 
l’environnement sont exceptionnellement bien conservés, 
excepté une légère érosion due à des facteurs naturels et à 
certains dommages causés par les guerres et le vandalisme, 
qui ont nécessité une restauration.  
 
Les principaux édifices des tombes Ming et les sites 
naturels sont relativement bien conservés dans leur 
globalité. L’aspect de chaque tombe est resté intact et 
lisible ; les chambres funéraires de la tombe de Dingling, 
construites en sous-sol et qui accueillent du public, sont 
bien conservées. Aucun changement important n’est 
intervenu dans le paysage, excepté la construction du 
réservoir des tombes Ming en 1958, à 4 km au sud-est de 
l’entrée du site. La voie des esprits, principal chemin 
d’approche des tombes Ming, est globalement intacte, bien 
que certaines parties nécessitent des réparations ou une 
restauration. L’état de certaines tombes situées à la 
périphérie s’est détérioré au cours des siècles.  
 
 
Évaluation comparative 
 
L’organisation de la tombe Xiaoling rompt avec le passé et 
crée un nouveau modèle pour les mausolées qui suivront. 
Ce système s’imposa pour la construction des tombes 
Ming à Beijing, de la tombe Xianling de la dynastie Ming 
à Zhongxiang et des tombes Qing de l’Ouest et de l’Est. La 
disposition générale de la tombe hérita de certaines 
caractéristiques des dynasties précédentes tout en 
présentant plusieurs innovations. Dans les tombes Ming, le 
système des « pavillons disposés à l’avant des tombes et 
des résidences placées à l’arrière » renvoyait à la 
disposition des palais impériaux, marquant une différences 
par rapport aux tombes des dynasties Tang et Song qui 
avaient adopté le système des palais à deux niveaux, la 
conception de la tombe insistant sur l’esprit du mort. 
L’autre caractéristique est le partage de la voie sacrée avec 
d’autres personnalités. Les tombes impériales construites 
avant la dynastie Ming étaient généralement conçues sur 
un plan axial, tandis que les empereurs Ming adoptèrent la 
voie sacrée en ligne brisée. La tombe Xiaoling comportait 

un système de drainage et d’égout sophistiqué ; d’énormes 
déversoirs furent enterrés pour permettre l’évacuation des 
eaux pendant la saison des pluies.  
 
 
Valeur universelle exceptionnelle 
 
Déclaration générale : 
 
Le bien proposé pour inscription est considéré comme une 
extension importante du site actuel des tombes Ming et 
Qing. La tombe du premier empereur Ming, la tombe 
Xiaoling, est d’une valeur exceptionnelle si l’on considère 
qu’elle fut un modèle pour les empereurs suivants. En fait, 
la conception de la tombe Xiaoling rompt avec la 
tradition ; elle établit de nouveaux critères de construction 
en harmonie avec les préceptes de la géomancie chinoise. 
Les tombes Ming complètent le bien proposé pour 
inscription et offrent une image cohérente de l’ensemble.  
 
Évaluation des critères 
 
Le site du patrimoine mondial a été inscrit sur la base des 
critères i, ii, iii, iv et vi.  
 
Le critère i se réfère à l’intégration harmonieuse 
d’ensembles architecturaux remarquables dans un 
environnement naturel répondant aux critères de la 
géomancie.  
 
Les critères ii, iii et iv se réfèrent aux tombes en tant que 
témoignage d’une tradition culturelle et architecturale qui, 
pendant plus de cinq cents ans, a dominé cette partie du 
monde ; en raison de leur intégration dans l’environnement 
naturel, ils constituent un ensemble unique de paysages 
culturels.  
 
Le critère vi se réfère aux tombes en tant qu’illustration 
des croyances, de la vision du monde et des théories de la 
géomancie (Fengshui) qui prévalaient dans la Chine 
féodale. Elles ont servi d’édifices funéraires à des 
personnages illustres et de cadre théâtral aux principaux 
événements qui ont marqué l’histoire de la Chine.  
 
Considérant que les qualité et les valeurs de l’extension 
proposée pour inscription correspondent à celles du site 
qui est déjà inscrit sur la liste du patrimoine mondial il est 
proposé de recommander que les critères du site existant 
soient retenus pour l’extension, à savoir : i, ii, iii, iv et vi. 
 
 
4. RECOMMANDATIONS DE L’ ICOMOS 
 
Recommandations pour le futur 
 
L’ICOMOS insiste sur la qualité globale des sites en tant 
que paysages culturels symboliques, basés sur les principes 
de la géomancie chinoise, en tenant compte des efforts faits 
pour supprimer quelques structures considérées comme 
incompatibles avec le caractère des sites funéraires.  
 
Dans le même esprit, et reconnaissant les programmes 
existants de gestion de conservation à long terme, 
l’ICOMOS attire aussi l’attention sur la nécessité de mettre 
en œuvre une politique de conservation et d’entretien 
adaptée dans les zones dont l’état est jugé insatisfaisant.  
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Recommandation concernant l’inscription 
 
Que le bien soit inscrit sur la Liste du patrimoine mondial 
en tant qu’extension du site des tombes Ming et Qing déjà 
inscrit sur la Liste du patrimoine mondial, sur la base des 
critères i, ii, iii, iv et vi. 
 
 
 

ICOMOS, mars 2003 
 



World Heritage Scanned Nomination 
 
File Name:  1004ter.pdf              UNESCO Region:   ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SITE NAME:    Imperial Tombs of the Ming and Qing Dynasties (extension) 
 
DATE OF INSCRIPTION:   7th July 2004 
 
STATE PARTY:      CHINA 
 
CRITERIA:      C (i)(ii)(iii)(iv)(vi) 
 
DECISION OF THE WORLD HERITAGE COMMITTEE: 
Excerpt from the Report of the 28th Session of the World Heritage Committee 
 
Criterion (i): The harmonious integration of remarkable architectural groups in a natural environment chosen to meet 
the criteria of geomancy (Fengshui) makes the Ming and Qing Imperial Tombs masterpieces of human creative genius.  
 
Criteria (ii), (iii) and (iv): The imperial mausolea are outstanding testimony to a cultural and architectural tradition 
that for over five hundred years dominated this part of the world; by reason of their integration into the natural 
environment, they make up a unique ensemble of cultural landscapes.  
 
Criterion (vi): The Ming and Qing Tombs are dazzling illustrations of the beliefs, world view, and geomantic theories of 
Fengshui prevalent in feudal China. They have served as burial edifices for illustrious personages and as the theatre for 
major events that have marked the history of China.  
 
Criteria (ii), (iii) and (iv): The imperial mausolea are outstanding testimony to a cultural and architectural tradition 
that for over five hundred years dominated this part of the world; by reason of their integration into the natural 
environment, they make up a unique ensemble of cultural landscapes.  
 
Criterion (vi): The Ming and Qing Tombs are dazzling illustrations of the beliefs, world view, and geomantic theories of 
Fengshui prevalent in feudal China. They have served as burial edifices for illustrious personages and as the theatre for 
major events that have marked the history of China. 
 
 
 
BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS 
 
It represents the addition of three Imperial Tombs of the Qing Dynasty in Liaoning to the Ming tombs inscribed in 2000 
and 2003. The Three Imperial Tombs of the Qing Dynasty in Liaoning Province include the Yongling Tomb, the Fuling 
Tomb, and the Zhaoling Tomb, all built in the 17th century. Constructed for the founding emperors of the Qing Dynasty 
and their ancestors, the tombs follow the precepts of traditional Chinese geomancy and fengshui theory. They feature 
rich decoration of stone statues and carvings and tiles with dragon motifs, illustrating the development of the funerary 
architecture of the Qing Dynasty. The three tomb complexes, and their numerous edifices, combine traditions inherited 
from previous dynasties and new features of Manchu civilization.  
 
 
 
 
1.b  State, Province or Region:     Nanjing City, Jiangsu Province (Xiaoling Tomb); Changping District, Beijing (Ming 

Tombs) 
 
1.d  Exact location:     N41 11 E178 38 



Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage 
Nomination of Cultural Property for Inscription on the World Heritage List:China 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Three Imperial Tombs of the Qing 

Dynasty in Liaoning 
 
-- An extension project of the imperial tombs of the Ming and the Qing 

dynasties 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The State Administration of Cultural Heritage of the People’s Republic of China 
 



 1

Contents 
 
Forewords 
The Yongling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty 
1.  Identification of the Property 

a. Country 
b. Province and City 
c. Name of Property 
d. Exact Location on the Map 
e. Maps 
f. The Scope of Protection and the Construction Control Zone (Buffer Zone) of 

the Property 
2.  Justification for Inscription 

a. Statement of Significance 
b. Comparative Analysis 
c. Authenticity and Integrity 
d. Criteria under Which Inscription Is Proposed 

3.  Description 
a. Description of the Property 
b. History and Development 
c. Form and Date of Most Recent Records of the Property 
d. Present State of Conservation 
e. Policies and Programs Related to Presentation and Promotion of the Property 

4.  Management 
a. Ownership 
b. Legal Status 
c. Protective Measures and Means of Implementing Them 
d. Agencies with Management Authority 
e. Level at Which Management Is Exercised and Name and Address of 

Responsible Person for Contact Purpose 
f. Agreed Plan Related to the Property 
g. Sources and Levels of Finance 
h. Sources of Expertise and Training in the Fields of Conservation and 

Management Techniques 
i. Visitor Facilities and Statistics 
j. Property Management Plan and Statement of Objectives 
k. Staffing Levels 

5.  Factors that Affect the Property 
a. Development Pressures 
b. Environmental Pressures 
c. Natural Disasters and Prevention 
d. Visitor/Tourism Pressures 
e. Number of Inhabitants within the Property Construction Area (buffer zone) 
f. Other Factors 

6.  Monitoring 
a. Key Indicators for Measuring the State of Conservation 
b. Administrative Arrangements for Monitoring the Property 
c. Results of Previous Reporting Exercises 

7.  Documentation 
a. Drawings, Photographs, Slides and Videos 



 2

b. Copies of Property Management Plans and Extracts of Other Plans Relevant 
to the Property as Well as Excerpts of the Laws and Regulations Regarding 
Property Management 

c. Bibliography 
d. Addresses Where Inventory, Records and Archives Are Held 

 
The Fuling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty 
1. Identification of the Property 

a. Country 
b. Province and City 
c. Name of Property 
d. Exact Location on the map 
e. Maps 
f. The Scope of Protection and the Construction Control Zone (Buffer Zone) 

2. Justification for Inscription 
a. Significance 
b. Comparative Analysis 
c. Authenticity and Integrity 
d. Criteria under Which Inscription Is Proposed 

3. Description 
a. Description of the Property 
b. History and Development 
c. Form and Date of Most Recent Records of the Property 
d. Present State of Conservation 
e. Policies and Programes Related to Presentation and Promotion of the 

Property 
4. Management 

a. Ownership 
b. Legal Status 
c. Protective Measures and Means of Implementing Them 
d. Agencies with Management Authority 
e. Level at Which Management Is Exercised and Name and Address of 

Responsible Person for Contact Purpose 
f. Agreed Plans Related to the Property 
g. Sources and Levels of Finance 
h. Sources of Expertise and Training in the Fields of Conservation and 

Management Techniques 
i. Visitor Facilities and Statistics 
j. Property Management Plan and Statement of Objectives 
k. Staffing Levels 

5. Factors that Affect the Property 
a. Development Pressures 
b. Environmental Pressures 
c. Natural Disasters and Prevention 
d. Visitor/Tourism Pressures 
e. Number of Inhabitants within the Property Construction Area (Buffer Zone) 
f. Other Factors 

6. Monitoring 
a. Key Indicators for Measuring the State of Conservation 
b. Administrative Arrangements for Monitoring the Property 



 3

c. Results of Previous Reporting Exercises 
7. Documentation 

a. Drawings, Photographs, Slides and Video Tapes 
b. Copies of Property Management Plans and Extracts of Other Plans Relevant 

to the Property As Well As Excerpts of the Laws and Regulations Regarding 
Property Management 

c. Bibliography 
d. Addresses Where Inventory, Records and Archives Are Held 

 
The Zhaoling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty 
1. Identification of the Property 

a. Country 
b. Province and City 
c. Name of Property 
d. Exact Location on the Map 
e. Maps 
f. The Scope of Protection and the Construction Control Zone (Buffer Zone) of 

the Property 
2. Justification for Inscription 

a. Statement of Significance 
b. Comparative Analysis 
c. Authenticity and Integrity 
d. Criteria under Which Inscription Is Proposed 

3. Description 
a. Description of the Property 
b. History and Development 
c. Form and Date of Most Recent Records of the Property 
d. Present State of Conservation 
e. Policies and Programes Related to Presentation and Promotion of the 

Property 
4. Management 

a. Ownership 
b. Legal Status 
c. Protective Measures and Means of Implementing Them 
d. Agencies with Management Authority 
e. Level at Which Management Is Exercised and Name and Address of 

Responsible Person for Contact Purpose 
f. Agreed Plans Related to the Property 
g. Sources and Levels of Finance 
h. Sources of Expertise and Training in the Fields of Conservation and 

Management Techniques 
i. Visitor Facilities and Statistics 
j. Property Management Plan and Statement of Objectives 
k. Staffing Levels 

5. Factors that Affect the Property 
a. Development Pressures 
b. Environmental Pressures 
c. Natural Disasters and Prevention 
d. Visitor/Tourism Pressures 
e. Number of Inhabitants within the Property Construction Area (Buffer Zone) 



 4

f. Other Factors 
6. Monitoring 

a. Key Indicators for Measuring the State of Conservation 
b. Administrative Arrangements for Monitoring the Property 
c. Results of Previous Reporting Exercises 

7. Documentation 
a. Drawings, Photographs, Slides and Video Tapes 
b. Copies of Property Management Plans and Extracts of Other Plans Relevant 

to the Property As Well As Excerpts of the Laws and Regulations Regarding 
Property Management 

c. Bibliography 
d. Addresses Where Inventory, Records and Archives Are Held 

 
Photographs 
 
8.  Signature on behalf of the State Party 
 
 



 5

Forewords 
 
Shengjing, or mukedun in the Manchu, meaning ‘the city of prosperity’ in Chinese, is 
the place where the Qing Dynasty, the last feudal dynasty in China’s history, made its 
debut. Built here are the tombs of the founding emperor of the Qing Dynasty himself 
and his ancestors, namely, the Yongling Tomb, the Fuling Tomb and the Zhaoling 
Tomb, which have come to be known as the Three Imperial Tombs of the Qing 
Dynasty in Shengjing. 
In China’s brilliant history and culture, imperial tombs as a central embodiment of the 
most authoritative ideology and material civilization of an era stand as a carrier of 
attainments in social and natural sciences as well as in art achieved during this period 
of time. The Ming and the Qing dynasties constituted a period in which China’s feudal 
culture reached its heyday of development and the system of construction of imperial 
tombs and conduction of sacrificial rituals relating to imperial tombs were most 
perfected. This can be seen not only from the grandeur and magnificence of the 
construction scale of the ground buildings of imperial tombs, the original features of 
their architectural art and style, the richness of their historical and cultural 
connotations, but also from the authenticity and integrity of these imperial tombs as a 
carrier of culture. 
The Three Imperial Tombs of the Qing Dynasty in Shengjing constitute an important 
component part of the imperial tombs of the Ming and the Qing dynasties. They have 
carried down in one continuous line the tradition of other imperial tombs of the Ming 
and the Qing dynasties in terms of either their methods of construction, complete 
system of architecture, over-elaborateness of sacrificial rituals, and system of ranking 
of the officials in charge of tomb management. Meanwhile, the Three Imperial Tombs 
of the Qing Dynasty in Shengjing is a product of the special historical period of the 
emerging of minority emperors in Northeast China, and as such has conserved large 
amounts of cultural information about the ideological concepts, aesthetic taste, 
architectural level, and customs and habits of a minority people during this period of 
time. Each of the Three Imperial Tombs of the Qing Dynasty in Shengjing has 
developed a system of its own. Though small in scale, they are perfect in system 
arrangements, complete with ritual facilities, and attentive to integrating the religion, 
beliefs, and folkways advocated in China’s ancient environmental geography with the 
natural environments around when it came to the standards on tomb construction, thus 
achieving unity between location, planning and designing. They stand as a historical 
evidence for us to study today the form, engraving and painting of China’s ancient 
buildings and a material substance for modern connoisseurs. 
Located within the territory of China’s Liaoning Province, the Three Imperial Tombs of 
the Qing Dynasty in Shengjing have escaped from human damages despite of changes of 
dynasties and social turmoil, with both the buildings on the ground and the palaces under 
the ground being perfectly conserved. After the founding of the People’s Republic of 
China, they have been put under excellent protection after being designated, one after 
another, as units of cultural relics for key protection at the State level. They have every 
reason to win attention and protection from the whole mankind today. Taking into 
comprehensive consideration the value of these tombs and the level of management 
being exercised at present, the Chinese Government has proposed the Three Imperial 
Tombs of the Qing Dynasty in Shengjing, namely, the Yongling Tomb, the Fuling 
Tomb and the Zhaoling Tomb, as an item of extension of the imperial tombs of the 
Ming and the Qing dynasties for inscription onto the World Heritage List. 
Descriptions of each of the three tombs follow.  



 6

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The Yongling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty 
 
 



 7

1.  Identification of the Property 
 
a. County 
The People’s Republic of China 

 
b. Province and City 
Xinbin Man Nationality Autonomous County, Fushun City, Liaoning Province 

 
c. Name of Property 
The Yongling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty 

 
d. Exact Location on the Maps 
Within the territory of Xinbin Man Nationality Autonomous County, Fushun City, 
Liaoning Province, PRC, between 41°42’26”- 41°42’31”N and 124°47’38”- 
124°47’40”E 

 
e. Maps 
e-1 Map of the Geological Location of the Yongling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty in 
China 
e-2 Map of the Geological Location of the Yongling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty in 
Liaoning Province 
e-3 Map of the Geological Location of the Yongling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty in 
Xinbin Man Nationality Autonomous County 
e-4 Map of the Protection Zone and Construction Control Area (Buffer Zone) of the 
Yongling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty 

 
f. The Scope of Protection and the Construction Control Zone 

(Buffer Zone) of the Property 
The scope of protection zone of the property: Bordering Taigou west of Longtou 

in the west, running northeastward along a line about 50 meters from the foot of the 
north section of the Qiyun Mountains, turning southward at the west end of Houbao 
(Han Nationality) Village after passing around Longwei, running past the east-to-west 
path (named the Tongling Road for the time being) in from of the tomb palace up to 
Boundary Marker No 9 on the northern bank of the Zuzi River, running on westward 
along the bank to the east end of the Xibao Village before turning northward after 
passing the margin of the Xibao Village to run westward to the eastern foot of 
Longtou, and finally passing Longtou along the foot of the mountain to return to 
Taigou, covering a total land area of 236.59 hectares.  

The construction control zone (buffer zone) of the property: Running from the 
boundary of the protection zone at Taigou west of Longtou southward to cross the 
Suzi River and on southward along the eastern ridge of the Yanbianfu Valley before 
turning eastward to the pinnacle of the Yanchong Mountain 814.6 meters above the 
sea level (including the Yanchongshi Natural Landscape); then running down 
eastward along the ridge to the eastern ridge of the Miaogou Valley before turning 
northward along the watershed to the southern bank of the Suzi River; Crossing the 
old bridge to reach the northern bank of the river and running westward along the 
northern bank to the western bank of the Yudai River before first turning northward 
and then turning westward at the north end of the Houbao Village to meet the 
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boundary of the protection zone at Longwei, covering a total land area of 1,343.94 
hectares. 
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2.  Justification for Inscription 
 
a.  Statement of Significance 

The Yongling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty is one of the three imperial tombs built 
in Shengjing before the Qing Dynasty, the last feudal dynasty in Chinese history, 
moved its capital to Beijing, ranking first among the Three Imperial Tombs in 
Shengjing (also known as the Three Imperial Tombs Beyond the Pass because of their 
location beyond the Shanhaiguan Pass). The Dongling Tomb and the Xiling Tomb of 
the Qing Dynasty are composed of the tombs of nine emperors after the Qing Dynasty 
established Beijing as its capital, while the Zhaoling of the Qing Dynasty is the tomb 
of Emperor Taiji, the father of Emperor Fulin, the first emperor after the Qing 
Dynasty established Beijing as its capital. The Fuling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty, 
meanwhile, is the tomb of Nu’erhachi, the father of Emperor Taiji, and the Yongling 
Tomb of the Qing Dynasty is composed of the tombs of four generations of imperial 
ancestors above Nu’erhachi. The five imperial tombs, namely, the Yongling Tomb, the 
Fuling Tomb, the Zhaoling Tomb, the Dongling Tomb, and the Xiling Tomb of the 
Qing Dynasty, forming a complete system of imperial tombs of the Qing Dynasty, is a 
condensation of the complete history of the Qing Dynasty, with the Yongling Tomb 
standing as the starting point. 

Located in the Yongling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty are four imperial tombs of 
the ancestors of Nu’erhachi and two attendant tombs. Among the imperial tombs of 
the Qing Dynasty as a whole, this tomb is a complex of imperial tomb buildings that 
were earliest constructed and well-conserved, and that boasted both the traditional 
pattern of imperial tombs in China, maintained the original look of Nuzhen 
Nationality and Man Nationality culture developed before the Qing Dynasty, and 
carried the densest tints of Man culture. For this reason, it is noticeably different from 
other imperial tombs of the Qing Dynasty. In addition, it boasts a cultural connotation 
not found in any other imperial tombs of the Ming or the Qing dynasties. Among the 
imperial tombs of China’s Ming and Qing dynasties, the Yongling Tomb of the Qing 
Dynasty has an irreplaceable historical, artistic, scientific and national cultural value 
for appreciation. 
 
b. Comparative Analysis 

On the one hand, the Yongling Tomb both followed the tomb system 
characterized by sacrifice-offering palaces in the front and treasure domes and 
mysterious halls at the rear, with square walls standing on all sides and sacred ways 
leading up to the tombs, all arranged in perfect symmetry -- a system that was 
followed from the Qin and the Han dynasties down to the Tang and the Song 
dynasties, and absorbed the new architectural feature and system first developed at the 
Xiaoling Tomb of the Ming Dynasty in Nanjing: a square courtyard in the front and a 
round treasure city at the rear. On the other hand, it had three other characteristics of 
its own compared to other imperial tombs of the Qing Dynasty: 

First, initiation of the system for construction of imperial tombs in the Qing 
Dynasty. A major difference between the imperial tombs of the Qing Dynasty and 
those before the Ming Dynasty lies in the creation of the system of burying the 
imperial bodies of alternate generations at different sides, that is, the system of 
burying imperial bodies of roughly every other generation in the east and the west 
tomb chamber respectively. This system had its origin in the Qing Dynasty. 

An important feature of the system of alternation of burials on the ‘zhao’ and the 
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‘mu,’ or ‘zuozhao’ and ‘youmu’ as has also been known, is that the bodies of the 
elders would be placed on the ‘zuozhao,’ or the east side, and those of the younger 
generations would be put on the ‘youmu,’ or the west side, with each to be joined by 
the bodies of every other generation so that grandfathers and grandsons would always 
stay on one side. In the Yongling Tomb, Men Temu, the tomb chamber of the 
sixth-generation ancestor of Nu’erhachi, lay in the east；that of Fuman, his great 
grandfather, in the (middle of the) west； that of Jue Chang’an, his grandfather, in the 
east; and that of Ta Keshi, his father, in the west. Corresponding to the four chambers 
are the four pavilions of gravestones of the four ancestors that stand in a straight line 
in the front courtyard of the Yongling Tomb, also arranged according to the system of 
‘zuozhao’ and ‘youmu.’ 

In the Yongling Tomb, the system of arranging tomb chambers on different sides 
in clear-cut accordance with seniority was introduced in the same tomb. This system 
was inherited in the Dongling and the Xiling tombs of the Qing Dynasty to create two 
major tombs beaming with magnificence in scale and echoing each other from the east 
and the west. 

Second, Observation of a unique standard on tomb construction. The Yongling 
Tomb is a masterpiece of condensation of the imperial tombs of China’s Ming and 
Qing dynasties. It does not have the stone gateway, stone sculptures, decorative pillars, 
the five stone sacrifices, or the huge castles, turrets, and towers of brightness around 
the tomb palaces as commonly seen in other imperial tombs of the Ming and the Qing 
dynasties. The platform in front of the Qiyuan Chamber of the Yongling Tomb (equal 
to the chambers of divine favour of the imperial tombs of the Ming Dynasty and the 
chambers of intense favour of the imperial tombs of the Qing Dynasty) does not have 
any stone banisters, and the stairway stone in the right front of the steps leading to the 
platform has a plain surface instead of relief clouds or dragons. The treasure dome is 
also a small grave built with earth on the ground, and the coffin lies in a tomb 
chamber instead of an underground palace. This is extremely rare in the imperial 
tombs in China. 

The four pavilions of tablets of military achievements and imperial merits stand 
in a straight line in the Yongling Tomb, and the four imperial tombs lie side by side 
with two attendant tombs, initiating the special standard of burying different 
generations of emperors and kings and masters and attendants all together in the same 
tomb. This standard is unique and unprecedented in other imperial tombs of the Ming 
or the Qing dynasty. 

Third, conservation of the primitive cultural traditions of China’s minority 
people. After reconstruction in the early Qing Dynasty according to the system of 
imperial tombs, the Yongling Tomb maintained the individuality of the traditional 
culture of the Man Nationality. The front gate and the side doors on the east and west 
side are both made of wood palings, a demonstration of the tradition of Man ancestors 
to build stockade villages of trees and palings. This is the only example of its kind 
found among imperial tombs in China. The four tablets of military achievements and 
imperial merits are all carved in three languages, Man, Mongolian, and Chinese, one 
of the traditional systems inherited in the imperial tombs of the Qing Dynasty. At the 
beginning, none of the Three Imperial Tombs in Shengjing had an underground palace. 
After reconstruction in the early Qing Dynasty, the Yongling Tomb has remained the 
only one of the three that has maintained its original look, still without an 
underground palace. Cremation is the tradition of the Man Nationality at the early 
Qing Dynasty as well as that of its predecessor, the Nuzhen Nationality. Among the 
imperial tombs of the Qing Dynasty, the Yongling Tomb was the pioneer to introduce 
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cremation. This system was passed down for three generations from Nu’erhachi to 
Huangtaiji and further to Emperor Fulin, the first emperor enthroned after China’s 
unification in the Qing Dynasty. This system was demolished for emperors by the 
time when Emperor Kangxi came to power. All other imperial tombs of the Ming and 
the Qing dynasties have big and overweening treasure domes and treasure cities. The 
Yonglong Tomb is the only one that has stuck to the tradition of Man ancestors of 
keeping an earthen dome and a family graveyard (treasure city) housing all family 
members together after their death. Moreover, the Man sacrifice-offering tradition of 
erecting a ‘Buddhist heading’ (a frame made with wooden sticks, stalks or tree 
branches decorated with maize cores and coloured paper strips) on the treasure dome 
on the Pure Brightness Day has been started in the Qing Dynasty kept till today at the 
Yongling Tomb.  
 
c.   Authenticity and Integrity 

c-1 Environmental look 
In order to conserve the historical environment of the Yongling Tomb, the local 

government has made unremitting efforts over half a century since the founding of the 
People’s Republic of China to successfully prevent construction of any industrial or 
agricultural projects or any big number of high-rise buildings in the tomb area that 
may damage the environmental authenticity or integrity of the tomb. As a result, the 
environmental look of the tomb has been basically saved from any changes. Up till 
today, the Yongling Tomb has not been exposed to any development or environmental 
pressures, thanks to efforts in guaranteeing perfect conservation of its historical 
environment.  

c-2 Mausoleum buildings 
There used to be 16 buildings of various kinds in the Yongling Tomb, of which 

12 have been conserved to this day. During the course of repair and maintenance of 
the Yongling Tomb, the management department of the tomb has adhered tightly to 
the principle of ‘keeping cultural relics in their original shape. As a result, all the 
mausoleum buildings still standing here have maintained their authenticity in terms of 
their shape, system, structure, material, colour, and craftsmanship. The stable, the 
kitchen, and the fruits pantry that were destroyed before the conclusion of the Qing 
Dynasty have been restored in 1993 according to their original shape, system and 
layout and with original materials and craftsmanship found out in irrefutable historical 
documents or through archaeological excavation. 
Viewed as a whole, the mausoleum buildings at the Yongling Tomb boast a high 
degree of authenticity and integrity because they have totally kept their historical 
pattern and look and suffered no excessive interference or change from later 
generations. Neither has their natural environment suffered any damage, basically 
speaking. 
 
d.  Criteria under Which Inscription Is Proposed 

d-1 The Yongling Tomb is a most outstanding representative of the burial 
convention and the rule on mausoleum construction practiced by the Nuzhen 
Nationality and the Man Nationality in the early Qing Dynasty. Meanwhile, it 
has absorbed the architectural art and cultural concepts of the Han Nationality 
in various regards. It has exerted a lasting influence on the planning and layout 
of mausoleums in the Qing Dynasty. Therefore, it conforms to Criterion II for 
World Cultural Heritage. 

At the Yongling Tomb, the mausoleum system of arranging the sacred way, the 
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front hall, the bedroom, and the treasure city straight along an axial line, a tradition 
followed in Central China, and the system of cherishing family reunion by burying 
family members together and placing them according to the rule of ‘zuozhao and 
youmu’ to show the order of seniority, a cultural tradition developed by the Nuzhen 
Nationality and inherited by the Man Nationality have been integrated. This has 
produced a far-reaching and profound influence on the planning and pattern of the 
Dongling and the Xiling tombs of the Qing Dynasty.  

d-2 The Yongling Tomb is an evidence of the history of China before its 
reunification by the Qing Dynasty. Therefore, it conforms with Criterion III for 
World Cultural Heritage. 

Among the imperial tombs of the Qing Dynasty, the Yonglong Tomb was the first 
built. It has both preserved the rich characteristics of the culture of the Man 
Nationality that developed from the Nuzhen Nationality recorded the history of hard 
struggle by the founders of the Qing Dynasty. The treasure city of the Yongling Tomb 
in which are buried four generations of the ancestors of the Qing Dynasty is an 
embodiment of the family concept of close attachment between family members 
cherished by the Nuzhen clan tribe. It has been rare and unprecedented among the 
imperial tombs in China, and produced far-reaching and profound influences upon the 
formation of the two family tombs, the Dongling Tomb and the Xiling Tomb of the 
Qing Dynasty. The tablet towers of the four generations of emperors buried in the 
Yongling Tomb stand in a straight line, also an unprecedented case among imperial 
tombs in China. This is a demonstration of the history of hard struggle waged by the 
ancestors of the Qing Dynasty in an arduous environment through equality, unity and 
cohesion regardless of ranking or seniority. The carving of tablets of military 
achievements and imperial merits in the Man, Mongolian and Chinese language 
simultaneously, first introduced in the Yongling Tomb as a tradition of standard for all 
imperial tombs of the Qing Dynasty shows the conviction of Qing rulers to protect 
national culture. The bobo (a kind of pastry of the Man Nationality) room in the front 
courtyard of the Yongling Tomb is different from the sacred kitchens in the front 
courtyards of the imperial tombs of the Ming Dynasty. As a carrier of the catering 
culture of the Man Nationality, it has been handed down from one imperial tomb to 
another throughout the Qing Dynasty. The permanent keeping of a wooden stockade 
gate at the Yongling Tomb throughout the Qing Dynasty is to remind later generations 
of the hard struggle waged by their ancestors in the founding of the dynasty. 

For this reason, the Yongling Tomb, implying eternity in Chinese, became a holy 
place in the Qing Dynasty. Emperor Kangxi, Emperor Qianlong, Emperor Jiaqing and 
Emperor Daoguang came here nine times to hold grand memorial ceremonies, turning 
the Yongling Tomb into the most esteemed ‘first tomb of the Qing Dynasty.’  

d-3 The Yongling Tomb is the most characteristic and most fruitful example 
of integration of the burial systems of the Man and the Han nationalities. 
Ingeniously planned and located in a beautiful environment, it conforms with 
Criterion IV for World Cultural Heritage. 

The Qiyun Mountains, in which the Yongling Tomb is located, is the dragon vein 
on which the Qing Dynasty was founded. With the Qiyun Mountains serving as its 
screen and hills standing and rivers flowing around the Yongling Tomb with all its 
grandeur and magnificence is a typical example of the world outlook of utmost 
attention to achieving unity between universe and man as advocated in China’s 
traditional geomancy. It is here that China’s geomantic theory, mountain landscapes 
and the mausoleum buildings of the Yongling Tomb have been most perfectly 
integrated with each other. Among the imperial tombs in China, the Yongling Tomb is 
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one of the most outstanding representatives in terms of its application of China’s 
geomantic theory to site selection. 

The major buildings materials, wood, stone and bricks, used in the construction 
of the Yongling Tomb are easy to rot and catch fire. Since there are not dense forests 
around the tomb, and there is quite some distance between the tomb and the Yongling 
Town where there is a dense population, an isolation best has been established 
between them. In addition, local governments at all levels have attached great 
importance to the maintenance of the ancient buildings. As a result, the Yongling 
Tomb has not been exposed, in the main, to any fire threats, damages, or 
environmental destructions from industrial or agricultural development or from urban 
development. All these are conducive to the permanent conservation of the property. 
To sum up what has been stated above, the Yongling Tomb conforms with Criterion II, 
Criterion III and Criterion IV for World Cultural Heritage. 
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3.  Description 
 
a.  Description of the Property 

a-1 The landscape of the mountains and the rivers 
The Yongling Tomb is located in a valley at the foot of the Qiyun Mountains in 

Yongling Town of Xinbin Man Nationality Autonomous Region, Fushun City, 
Liaoning Province, with mountains screening all its sides. China’s traditional 
geomantic theory was used for selection of its site, with painstaking efforts to find a 
place that, with natural beauty and good omens, embodies the ideal of unity between 
universe and man. The Yongling Tomb has perfectly embodied this ideal. To its north 
lies the Qiyun Mountains in the shape of a coiling dragon keeping guard on the tomb. 
To its west is a cliff hanging above the Suzi River, just like a dragon bending its head 
down to drink water. To its east is the descending end of the mountains looking like 
the waving tail of a dragon. Between the head and the tail, the mountains rise and fall 
like the trunk of the dragon, or the ‘dragon vein’ as it has come to be known. There 
are 12 peaks on this vein, exactly the same number of the emperors of the Qing 
Dynasty. To the south is an 816-meter sacred way leading to the highway in the 
southeast. At the southern side of this highway, the Suzi River lies like a jade belt 
before the tomb. Standing 3,070.5 meters further south is the Yanchong Mountains in 
the shape of a crouching tiger rising 814.6 meters above the sea level to pay homage 
to the tomb. In the southeast 7,820 meters away from the tomb stands the Jiming 
Mountains in the shape of a crowing cock, guarding the left of the tomb; and 3,450 
meters away in the southwest is the Fenghuang Ridge looking like a phoenix ready to 
take off, guarding the right of the tomb. The Command-giving Platform, looking like 
the sun in shape, stands 3,850 meters away to the east of the tomb, while the Yueye 
Lake-let, looking like a crescent, spreads 1,185 meters to the west of the tomb. In 
front of the tomb extends a vast fertile land, serving as the extensive and smooth open 
hall of the tomb. All these natural landscapes of mountains and rivers stand guard for 
and pay homage to the Yongling Tomb from all sides. With perfect harmony between 
its humane and natural landscapes, the Yongling Tomb was esteemed during the Qing 
Dynasty as a land of imperial prosperity.  

The tomb is 549 meters to the west of the Yongling Town. Within the tomb area, 
the Houbao Village lies 549 meters away in the northeast, and the Xibao Village 
stands 540 meters away in the southwest. 

a-2 The architectural layout of the tomb and the masterpieces of its 
buildings 

So far as the architectural layout of the Yongling Tomb is concerned, the Sacred 
Way lies in the front and the tomb palace sits in the rear. The Sacred Way starts in the 
south at the Dismounting Tablet in the front of the tomb area and ends in the north at 
the Qiyun Hall with a total length of more than 950 meters. This is the central axial 
line of the mausoleum buildings. The tomb palace, occupying a land area of 1.137 
hectares, is the main body and key part of the mausoleum buildings. It is composed of 
the front courtyard, the Square City and the Treasure City in three rows. The front 
courtyard and the Square City are rectangular and two-room deep and enclosed in a 
red geomantic wall 70 meters wide from the east to the west and 140 meters long 
from the south to the north. The front courtyard is composed of the Main Red Gate, 
the Pavilions of Tablets of Military Achievements and Imperial Merits of the four 
ancestors, the Duty Room, the Bobo Room, the Dining Hall, and the Fruits Pantry. 
Inside the Square City are the Qiyun Gate, the Qiyun Hall, the east and the west side 
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chambers, and other buildings. The Treasure City, standing on a u-shaped octagonal 
plan, is a building three rooms deep, 22 meters wide from the east to the west, and 18 
meters deep from the south to the north. Together, the front courtyard, the Square City 
and the Treasure City form a pattern of living venue in the front and resting place in 
the rear. Outside the western wall of the front courtyard stands the stable. Four 
dismounting tablets stand at the four corners of the mausoleum.  

The Main Red Gate  The main entrance into the mausoleum. With a roof of 
solid slopes and glazed tiles. Three-room wide. A pair of doors of red paling for each 
room. Connected to the Sacred Way from the outside and the three stone-paved sacred 
ways from the inside. 

The Pavilions of Tablets of Military Achievements and Imperial Merits of the 
four ancestors. Standing in a straight line on the two sides of the sacred way 
according to the order of seniority, with the seniors on the left and the juniors on the 
right. The four pavilions stand as follows, according to their order of seniority: 
Central left, that of Emperor Meng Temu the VI ancestor; central right, that of 
Emperor Fuman, the great grandfather; secondary left, that of Emperor Jue Chang’an, 
the grandfather; and secondary right, that of Emperor Ta Keshi, the father. All the four 
pavilions have the same shape: one-tier eaves, Xieshan-style roofs with glazed tiles, 
and stone arches in the front and at the back. Inside the pavilions are tablets recording 
the outstanding achievements of the four emperors. The tablet has a heading in the 
shape of a dragon head, and sits on the back of a tortoise, rising 6.12 meters in total 
height. The tablets of Emperor Meng Temu and Emperor Fuman were carved in the 
12th year of the reign of Emperor Shunzhi (1655), and those of Emperor Jue Chang’an 
and Emperor Ta Keshi were carved in the 18th year of the reign of Emperor Shunzhi 
(1661). The epigraphs were written by Emperor Fulin, the first emperor of the Qing 
Dynasty, and carved in three languages, with the Man language in the middle, and the 
Chinese and the Mongolian language on the right and the left respectively. On the 
stone plinth at each side of the arched gate is carved a dragon in sitting posture, just 
like a crouching dog. This is extremely rare among the dragon patterns seen in other 
imperial tombs of the Ming or the Qing dynasty in China. 

The Duty Room.  A building on the east side of the front courtyard. 
Composed of five rooms of grey bricks and black tiles and slanting roofs. This is the 
place where tomb guards stand watch. 

The Bobo Room. A building on the west side of the front courtyard. 
Composed of five rooms of grey bricks and black tiles and slanting roofs. This is the 
place where sacrificial food is prepared. 

The Dining Hall and the Fruit Room. Buildings on the east and the west side at 
the back of the four pavilions of tablets. Composed of three rooms of grey bricks and 
black tiles and slanting roofs with corridors. This is the place for keeping sacrificial 
foodstuffs and fruits. 

The Qiyun Gate  Three-room wide and two-room deep, with single-tier 
eaves and Xieshan-style roofs covered with glazed tiles. Inlaid into the six red-painted 
wood doors are 81 gilded nails. 

The Sleeve Wall of Clouds and Dragons.  A five-colour wall of dragons 
between the two red walls of the Qiyun Gate, so called because they stand at each side 
of the gate like the two sleeves of a coat. With an overhanging roof covered with tiles, 
and the main ridge, the dropping ridges, the ornaments of the ridges, and the tile rows 
are all plain black. The dragons in high relief on the sleeve wall, burned with fine clay, 
fly up against a background of a vast sea of clouds, and the propitious clouds and the 
relief lotus flowers with their stalks entangling with each other on the four corners of 
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the wall are all colour-painted. Ingeniously modeled, lifelike, and exquisite in 
craftsmanship, they are rare art treasures. 

The Qiyun Hall.  Also known as the sacrifice-offering hall, this is the chief 
building of the complex of tomb buildings and the venue for the emperors of the Qing 
Dynasty to hold sacrifice-offering ceremonies when they came to pay homage at the 
tomb. The hall, with single-tier eaves and a Xieshan-style roof covered with glazed 
tiles, is 19.25 meters wide divided into three partitions and 13.5 meters high. On the 
main ridge of the roof are eight dragons in relief playing with pearls. The Chinese 
characters ‘日’ (sun) and ‘月’ (moon) were engraved on the upper side of the 
ornamental animal at each end of the roof ridge to imply that the spirits of the 
imperial ancestors would bless and protect eternal rule of the Qing Dynasty, just like 
the sun and the moon. The Qiyun Hall has a front door and a back door leading 
directly to the graveyard in the Treasure City. Pillared corridors wind around the front 
of the Qiyun Hall and its two sides. A step staircase stands high in unparalleled 
magnificence. The frameworks in the hall are bare and colour-painted. Termed as 
‘open construction,’ this is one of the architectural characteristics developed by the 
nationalities in North China in early days. Four pavilions were built in the hall for the 
four emperors. Housed in these pavilions are treasure beds, shrines, and memorial 
tablets of emperors and empresses. In front of each pavilion are incense-burning altars 
and sacrifice-offering tables for placing sacrificial instruments and sacrifices. The hall 
is built on a platform without stone banisters, and the stone pavement in the center of 
the staircase of the platform is plain and smooth. 

The East Side-pavilion and the West Side-pavilion.  These two pavilions 
boast the same architectural style: single-tier eaves and a Xieshan-style roof covered 
with glazed tiles, a corridor formed with pillars supporting the eaves on three sides, 
and three-room wide. In the west side chamber is the tablet inscribed with the 
Rhapsody on the Divine Tree written by emperor Qian Long. There used to stand a 
huge elm tree in front of the treasure dome of Emperor Fuman in the Treasure City of 
the Yongling Tomb that covered the whole Treasure City like a canopy. During his 
visit to the tomb in the 19th year of his reign (1754), Emperor Qianlong conferred the 
title ‘Divine Tree’ on the tree and wrote the 500-character rhapsody. During his third 
visit to the tomb in the 43rd year (1778) of his reign, Emperor Qianlong ordered the 
carving of his rhapsody into a horizontal tablet and its placing in the west side 
chamber. 

The Incense-burning Pavilion  This is a small pavilion with a Xieshan-style 
roof covered with tiles. Built with grey bricks, it stands 3.2 meters high. 

The Treasure City A two-tier platform was built in this city, with the upper tier 
being the treasure domes of the four ancestors. The domes are all quite small, about 
the same size as the graves of ordinary people. The treasure dome of Emperor Fuman 
stands in the middle, looking straight to the sacred way. At the left back of the treasure 
dome of Emperor Fuman is the cenotaph of the empress of Emperor Men Temu. 
There is nothing at the cenotaph but a mark on the ground. At the front left of the 
treasure dome of Emperor Fuman is the treasure dome of Emperor Jue Chang’an; and 
at the front right, that of Emperor Ta Keshi. At the lower platform are the attendant 
tomb of Lidun，a commandery prince of military merit, and that of Beile Tachapiangu 
standing at the right and the left respectively. 

The Dismounting Steles  These Steles were erected on the Sacred Way 
running from the south to the north, and the paved path running from the east to the 
west in the mausoleum. In the 48th year of the reign of Emperor Qianlong (1783), the 
wooden tablets were replaced by stone ones. Standing five meters high, these steles 
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were carved in the Man, Mongolian, Chinese, Tibetan, and Hui languages to 
demonstrate the achievement of unified rule of different nationalities in the Qing 
Dynasty. 

a-3 Personages buried in the Mausoleum 
Emperor Men Temu (about 1370 ~ 1433), great grandfather of Emperor Fuman 

and the 6th-generation ancestor of Nu’erhachi, the first emperor of the Qing Dynasty. 
In the 17th year of the reign of Emperor Hongwu of the Ming Dynasty(1384), Men 
Temu succeeded his father to become a wanhu (a commander of a brigade comprising 
10,000 soldiers). In 1405, Men Temu accepted the amnesty of the Ming Dynasty and 
was appointed the military commander of the Jianzhou Guard. In 1412, he was 
ordered by the imperial court to establish the Left Guard of Jianzhou. For his merit in 
supporting the army of the Ming Dynasty in military actions, Men Temu was 
promoted to the post of assistant commander-in-chief of the Left Guard of Jianzhou in 
1426. In 1433, he was further promoted to the post of commander-in-chief. He died in 
an attack launched by a rebel army in the same year, and his corpse was buried in the 
Huiling Prefecture of Korea. During a time of hardship, Men Temu sought his 
survival by throwing in his lot with the Ming Dynasty. He contributed his due to the 
later rise of the Left Guard of Jianzhou. In the 5th year of the reign of Emperor 
Shunzhi (1648), Emperor Fulin conferred the posthumous title of First-Generation 
Emperor on Men Temu. 

Emperor Fuman  (about 1506 ~ 1566), great grandfather of Nu’erhachi, the first 
emperor of the Qing Dynasty. He succeeded his father as the commander-in-chief of 
the Left Guard of Jianzhou. Fuman had six sons. Each of his sons had a city-state of 
their own. By conquering many tribes, Fuman became a well-known chieftain in a 
100-square-kilometer area in the then Yongling region. He was known as ‘Beile 
Ninguta in history. During Fuman’s time, clan communities began to prosper, and the 
Nuzhen Nationality grew in strength with each passing day. This played an important 
role in the later rise of the Qing Dynasty. In 1648, Emperor Fulin conferred the 
posthumous title of Emperor Zhi on Fuman.  

Emperor Jue Chang’an (about 1524 ~ 1583), the fourth son of Emperor Fuman 
and grandfather of Nu’erhachi, the first emperor of the Qing Dynasty. During his 
tenure of office as the commander-in-chief of the Left Guard of Jianzhou, Jue 
Chang’an led Lidun，his eldest son, to wipe out the Shuosena tribe and the Jiafu tribe 
and put all land within 200 li in the then Yongling region under the ownership of Beile 
Ninguta. This put an end to the wandering life of his own tribe and consolidated the 
foothold of the Left Guard of Jianzhou in this area. His offspring later turned this land 
into a sacred place. In 1583, Jue Chang’an and his son were killed by mistake by the 
Ming army in a battle at the Gule Mountains. In 1648, he was conferred the 
posthumous title of Emperor Yi by Emperor Fulin. 

Emperor Ta Keshi (about 1540 ~ 1583), the fourth son of Emperor Jue Chang’an 
and father of Nu’erhachi. As a tribute to his merit in assisting the Ming army in 
wiping out Wang Gao, a well-known chieftain of the Nuzhen Nationality in 1574, Ta 
Keshi was appointed as a commander of the Jianzhou Left Guard. He died with his 
father Jue Chang’an in a battle at the Gule Mountains in 1583. He was conferred the 
posthumous title of Emperor Xuan by Emperor Fulin in 1648. 

Lidun，a commandery prince of military merit, was the first son of Jue Chang’an. 
His date of birth and death is unknown. During the battle led by his father Jue 
Chang’an to wipe out the Susena tribe and the Jiafu tribe, Lidun made illustrious war 
exploits and was conferred the title ‘Batulu’ as a result. To recognize the merits of 
Lidun, Nu’erhachi buried Lidun，his uncle, in Yongling Tomb by the side of his father. 
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Lidun was conferred the posthumous title of Commandery Prince of Military Merit by 
Emperor Taiji of the Qing Dynasty in 1636. 

Beile Tachapiangu was the fifth son of Jue Chang’an. His date of birth and death 
is not known, and all records of his deeds were lost. He was conferred the posthumous 
title of Beile Kegong in the first year of the reign of Emperor Shunzhi.  
 
b.  History and Development 

b-1 History of construction of the mausoleum 
The Yongling Tomb, first built in the late years of the Ming Dynasty, used to be 

the family graveyard of Emperor Fuman at the beginning. In 1636, Emperor 
Huangtaiji of the Qing Dynasty conferred the title of Xingjing Tomb on this graveyard 
of his ancestors and the posthumous title of king on his four ancestors buried here. In 
1648, Emperor Fulin conferred the posthumous title of emperor on the four ancestors 
and in 1651 named the mountains in which they were buried the Qiyun Mountains. In 
1653, Fulin renovated and expanded the Yongling Tomb for the first time, adding the 
Qiyun Palace, archways, enclosing walls, and the Sleeve Wall of Clouds and Dragons 
to it. In 1655, tablet of military merit and imperial achievements were erected for Men 
Temu and Fuman. In 1659, the Xingjing Tomb was renamed as the Yongling Tomb. In 
1661, tablets of military merit and imperial achievements were erected for Jue 
Chang’an and Ta Keshi. In the same year, pavilions were built to house these tablets. 
In the 15th year of the reign of Emperor Kangxi (1676), the black tiles of the Qiyun 
Palace, the side chambers, the tablet pavilions, the Qiyun Archway, and the Front Red 
Archway were replaced by yellow glazed tiles. The architectural pattern and 
constructed size of the Yongling Tomb was basically finalized by this time.  

b-2 Development of the rules and standards and the history of conservation 
and maintenance of the mausoleum 

The Yongling Tomb was extremely simple and crude when it was first built. It 
had no palaces, halls, archways, or walls. After renovation and expansion during the 
reign of Emperor Shunzhi and Emperor Kangxi of the Qing Dynasty, it reached the 
standard of imperial tombs in terms of size and pattern, namely, a sacred way, a living 
venue in the front and a resting place in the rear, and three rows of courtyards.  

Renovation and expansion of the Yongling Tomb was carried out almost at the 
same time with that of the Fuling Tomb and the Zhaoling Tomb. The Imperial Court 
of the Qing Dynasty, however, made a strict distinction between renovation and 
expansion of the Yongling Tomb and that of the other two tombs. No stone archways, 
stone sculptures, mausoleum walls, crescent towns, stele towers, stone sacrifices, big 
treasure domes, or underground palaces were built here because none of the occupants 
was actually an emperor during their life and the imperial titles of all of them were 
conferred posthumously. The Yongling Tomb copied the pattern of imperial tombs and 
developed a special standard of its own to observe ritual regulations and show respect 
to history. This special standard was always observed and no change was ever made 
for nearly 300 years of the Qing Dynasty, although scores of maintenance projects 
were launched during this course of time. 

In the 13th year of the reign of Emperor Shunzhi (1656), the Imperial Court of the 
Qing Dynasty set up red stakes 15,000 meters beyond the red wall of the Yongling 
Tomb, white stakes 7,000 meters beyond the red stakes, and black stakes 5,000 meters 
beyond the white stakes. It also stipulated that ‘even a grass within the boundary of 
the red stakes shall be protected, no cutting of firewood shall be allowed within the 
boundary of the white stakes, and no construction shall be allowed within the 
boundary of the black stakes,’ thus marking the area within 30,000 meters of the 
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mausoleum as a forbidden area. 
The system followed in the Qing Dynasty for the management of the Yongling 

Tomb was perfect and strict. The Yongling Imperial Administration was set up to take 
charge of management of the mountains, rivers, roads, and forests in the tomb area, 
and guard the tomb itself, and the Seal-holder Office was set up to take charge of 
sacrificial rites and maintenance of the tomb. 

During the period from the abdication of the Qing Dynasty to the founding of the 
puppet Manchu State, the buildings at the Yongling Tomb were once exposed to 
danger due to wars and long years of disrepair. 

After the founding of the People’s Republic of china, all the buildings here have 
been put under constant maintenance and repair. Take the glazed roofs of the Qiyun 
Palace and other buildings for an example. Because Xinbin is located in a super-frigid 
mountainous area where it freezes in winter and melts in spring, the glazed tiles 
cracked due to freezing every now and then. The State has to repair these cracks and 
repaint the colour beams every a few years. The wooden structures and tiles that may 
still be used have been properly kept in their original places, and those that are so 
rotten or broken that they can no longer be used have been replaced with tiles made 
with the same raw materials and the same technical process in the same style. As for 
the enclosing walls and some individual buildings, consolidations projects have been 
launched. Escape canals have also been constructed on both sides of the sacred way 
and keep the sacred way from mud. Some buildings such as the Stable have been 
restored. For this reason, we say that the Yongling Tomb has kept its historical look. 

 
c.  Form and Date of Most Recent Records of the Property 

In 1980, the Yongling Administration of Cultural Relics carried out a general 
survey of the ancient buildings in the mausoleum according to arrangements made by 
the Liaoning Provincial Bureau of Culture. During the survey, full-view and section 
photos were taken of every building in the mausoleum. Stone carvings were rubbed, 
and archives composing registries of cultural relics, black and white photos and 
rubbings of stone carvings were established, thus completing recording of the 
complex of buildings in the mausoleum. From 1995 to 1999, a scientific archive of 
records of the Yongling Tomb was established according to the contents and form 
prescribed by the State Administration of Cultural Heritage. As is required, this 
archive is divided into the main volume, the supplementary volume, and the reference 
volume. Included in the main volume are the geographical location of the tomb, its 
history and development, the value of its cultural relics, current state of its 
conservation, the work that has been done so far, the results of survey of each 
individual building, major events, photos, drawings, and rubbings. The supplementary 
volume contains relevant laws, decrees, regulations, documents setting the protection 
zones of the tomb, official correspondence about the repair and maintenance of the 
tomb, blueprints and budgets for maintenance projects, records of projects, and 
reports of completion of projects. The reference volume is composed of mainly 
pertinent historical records and literature. Between 1981 and 2000, the Harbin 
Construction and Engineering University and the Tianjin University followed each 
other to complete mapping of all the ancient buildings in the mausoleum. 

 
d.  Present State of Conservation 

Since its establishment in 1960, the Yongling Administration of Cultural Relics 
has always listed protection of cultural relics as its paramount task of work. It has so 
far completed repair and maintenance of all the ancient buildings at the tomb. For the 
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maintenance projects planned for each year, it would first work out detailed blueprints 
and plans and submit them to provincial teams of experts specializing in cultural 
relics protection for evaluation and to the provincial government for approval, and 
then engage specialized ancient building construction teams to implement the projects. 
Of the incomes it earns from tourist tickets, 30 per cent would be used as operational 
expenses for protection of cultural relics. A complete protection and presentation 
system has been set up, and a special security team has been organized to stand 
round-the-clock guard for the tomb and exercise closed management. 
The complex of buildings at the Yongling Tomb has been kept intact. 
 
e. Policies and Programs Related to Presentation and Promotion of 

the Property 
The People’s Republic of China encourages and supports extensive publicity and 

presentation of the Yongling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty. In order to carry forward its 
historical culture, the Yongling Administration of Cultural Relics has published a 
number of books, articles and video products on the Yongling Tomb in line with 
pertinent State laws and regulations. Since 1999, in particular, Fushun City has hosted 
the Festival of Man Customs and Habits every year. As a result, the Yongling Tomb 
has gained increasing popularity from its frequent inclusion in the tourist programmes 
of national, provincial and city television and broadcasting stations. Tourist guides 
have been stationed, and publicity posters and tourist notices and guidance have been 
erected. Cultural relics from the Yongling Tomb have also been put on show at the 
east and the west side chambers to publicize the long history and great cultural value 
of the tomb. Government departments concerned have also stepped up publicity of the 
Law of the People’s Republic of China on Protection of Cultural Relics, the Measures 
of Liaoning Province for the Implementation of the Law of the People’s Republic of 
China on the Protection of Cultural Relics, the Regulations of Fushun City on the 
Protection and Management of Cultural Relics, and other laws, regulations and legal 
documents to sharpen the sense of the general public about protection of cultural 
relics and their sense of responsibility over protection. 
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4.  Management 
 
a.  Ownership 

The Yongling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty is owned by the People’s Republic of 
China 

 
b.  Legal Status 

It is stipulated in the second clause of Article 22 of the Constitution of the 
People’s Republic of China that ‘the State protects sites of scenic and historical 
interest, valuable cultural monuments and relics, and other significant items of 
China’s historical and cultural heritage. 
It is stipulated in the second clause of Article 5 of the Law of the People’s Republic of 
China on the Protection of Cultural Relics that ‘Sites of ancient culture, ancient tombs 
and cave temples shall be owned by the state. Irremovable cultural relics including 
memorial buildings, ancient architectural structures, stone carvings, murals, and 
typical buildings of modern and recent times designated for protection by the state, 
unless governed by other state regulations, shall be owned by the state.’ 

On January 3, 1988, the State Council of the People’s Republic of China 
published the third list of units of cultural relics under key protection at the State level, 
in which the Yongling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty is included.  

 
c.  Protective Measures and Means of Implementing Them 

Two management organs, the Yongling Imperial Administration and the 
Seal-holder Office, were set up at the Yongling Tomb during the Qing Dynasty to 
keep the tomb buildings and the geomantic features of the imperial forbidden land 
from damage. After the founding of the People’s Republic of China in 1949, the 
Yongling Tomb as a cultural heritage has been put under management of people’s 
governments. After its inscription onto the list of units of cultural relics under 
protection at the provincial in 1956, full-time personnel have been assigned to take 
care of it. In 1960, the Yongling Administration of Cultural Relics was set up to 
provide all-round protection to and exercise all-round management of the tomb 
buildings and the environment of the mausoleum. 

Since 1949 when the People’s Republic of China was founded, three measures of 
protection and management have been mainly taken. 

c-1 Management in accordance with law 
The working laws in line with which management is exercised include the 

Constitution of the People’s Republic of China, the Criminal Law of the People’s 
Republic of China, the Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of 
Cultural Relics, the Law of the People’s Republic of China on Environmental 
Protection, the Law of the People’s Republic of China on Urban Planning, the 
Fire-Fighting Law of the People’s Republic of China, and the Forestry Law of the 
People’s Republic of China. 

The working regulations in line with which management is exercised include the 
Security Administration Punishment Act of the People’s Republic of China, 
Implementing Rules of the Fire-fighting Regulations of the People’s Republic of 
China, the Measures of Liaoning Province for the Implementation of the Law of the 
People’s Republic of China on the Protection of Cultural Relics, Regulations of 
Fushun City on Protection and Management of Cultural Relics, Plan of Fushun City 
on the Protection and Management of Cultural Relics, Plan on the Protection of 
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Cultural Relics at the Yongling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty, and Regulations on the 
Protection and Management of the Yongling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty. 

c-2  Publication of the unit for protection and demarcation of the range of 
protection 

In 1956, the Yongling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty was publicized by the People’s 
Committee of Liaoning Province as a unit of cultural relics under protection at the 
provincial level. In 1963 when the People’s Committee of Liaoning Province renewed 
its list of units of cultural relics for protection at the provincial level on the basis of a 
survey of all the units of cultural relics in the province, the Yongling Tomb was 
included once again. In 1988, the Yongling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty was listed by 
the State Council of the People’s Republic of China as a unit of cultural relics under 
key protection at the State level. 

In 1993, the People’s Government of Liaoning Province announced the 
protection zones and construction control areas (buffer zones) of the 159 units of 
cultural relics in the province that have been put under protection at or above the 
provincial level. In the announcement, the boundaries of the protection zone and the 
construction control area (buffer zone) of the Yongling Tomb were clearly marked, 
and the total area of the protection zone and the construction control area was fixed at 
1,311.6 hectares. At the beginning of 2002, the area was enlarged by 268.93 hectares 
to 1,580.53 hectares to meet the need of protection of the cultural relics of the 
Yongling Tomb and its environments. 

c-3 Study and protection of the cultural relics at the Yongling Tomb and the 
environments of these cultural relics 

1.  Utmost efforts in the study of cultural relics 
The Yongling Administration of Cultural Relics has attached great importance to 

the study of cultural relics and conscientiously implemented the principle of ‘effective 
protection, rational utilization, and intensive management’ governing all work relating 
to cultural relics. Putting protection, rational utilization, publicity, and academic study 
of cultural relics at the top of its work agenda, the administration has not only 
published in succession a series of special books including <Yongling Tomb of the 
Qing Dynasty>, <Yongling Tomb of Xingjing>, <Three Imperial Tombs of the Early 
Qing Dynasty>, and <Manor of the Tomb Keeper>, but also published many treatises 
on the tomb in such publications as the Liaohai Journal of Cultural Relics, Pre-Qing 
History and Culture, Spot Reports on the Inspection of the Pre-Qing Relics in the 
Fushun Region, Study of the Pre-Qing History of Fushun, Study of the Pre-Qing 
Relics and Figures in Fushun, Collection of Treatises Read at International Seminar 
on the Pre-Qing History of Fushun and the Culture of the Man Nationality, and Study 
of Places of Historic Interest and Scenic Beauty in Fushun. These books and treatises 
have looked at the Yongling Tomb from various angles, including its system and 
standard of construction, burial system, tomb buildings, occupants, and relevant 
history. Going deep into its cultural connotation, these books and treatises have 
provided fairly valuable materials for the promotion and presentation of the Yongling 
Tomb. 

2.  Earnest efforts in the repair and maintenance of the ancient buildings 
Since 1960, all departments in charge of management of the cultural relics at the 

Yongling Tomb have tried to secure government allocations for the repair, 
maintenance and routine management of the Yongling Tomb during their tenure of 
office. During this period of time, key or rush repairs have been made several times of 
12 ancient buildings at the Yongling Tomb, four buildings including the Fruits Pantry 
and the Stable have been restored, and the enclosing walls have been repaired. Utmost 



 27

efforts have also been made to keep the safety, authenticity and integrity of the 
property, and all protection and maintenance moves have been taken in a planned way 
and according to the principle of ‘protection first and salvage first’ and the principle 
of ‘effective protection, rational utilization, and intensive management.’ The 
blueprints, construction process, materials, systems and standards, and layout opted 
for the protection or repair of the property have all been brought to comply strictly 
with the traditional methods, and all projects have been implemented according to the 
principle of respect to history and no change of original shapes. 

3.  Intensification of efforts in environmental improvement 
In order to truly protect the environments and historical look of the cultural relics, 

the People’s Government of Xinbin Man Nationality Autonomous County has strictly 
banned construction of all industrial and agricultural projects and civilian buildings in 
the protection zone and construction control area of the Yongling Tomb as demarcated 
by the People’s Government of Liaoning Province in 1993, and pulled down all 
civilian buildings constructed in modern or recent times that ran out of tone with the 
tomb buildings. In 1978, eight households were removed from the Yongling Tree 
Farm, and in 1993, the No. 2 Hospital of Xinbin Man Nationality Autonomous 
County was removed. All told, 4,742 square meters of buildings were pulled down, 
and 6.66 hectares of land of the protection zone was cleared, thus putting the 
environments of the Yongling Tomb under effective protection. 

 
d.  Agencies with Management Authority 

The State Administration of Cultural Heritage of the People’s Republic of China 
10, Chaoyangmen North Street, Dongcheng District, Beijing Municipality, PRC 

(Postal code: 100020) 
Liaoning Provincial Bureau of Culture 
48, Shaoshuaifu Lane, Shenhe District, Shenyang City, Liaoning Province, PRC 

(postal code: 110011) 
Fushun City Bureau of Culture 
The City Government, East Section of Linjiang Road, Fushun City, Liaoning 

Province, PRC (Postal code: 113006) 
Bureau of Culture of Xinbin Man Nationality Autonomous County 
Xinbin Man Nationality Autonomous County, Fushun City, Liaoning Province, 

PRC (113200) 
Yongling Administration of Cultural Relics 
Linggong, Yongling Town, Xinbin Man Nationality Autonomous County, Fushun 

City, Liaoning Province, PRC (Postal code: 113206) 
 

e. Level at Which Management Is Exercised and Name and 
Address of Responsible Person for Contact Purpose 
The Yongling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty is a unit of cultural relics put under 

protection at the State level. The organ in direct charge of the tomb and the local 
governments and residents are banned from renovating existing or constructing new 
buildings within the range of the protection zone of the property. If any major 
construction or protective projects are to be launched, or buildings irrelevant to 
cultural relics are to be added or renovated in the construction control area (buffer 
zone) of the property, the case shall be reported to cultural relics expert teams at or 
above the provincial level for deliberation and to the Provincial Bureau of Culture or 
the Provincial People’s Government and the State Administration of Cultural Heritage 
for approval. Any plan on the protection of the property shall be agreed to by the State 
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Council and approved by the People’s Government of Liaoning Province. The same 
procedure shall apply if an approved plan is to be revised. Protection of the 
authenticity and integrity of the property has won attention from both the central 
government and local governments at various levels, and all measures that have been 
taken so far are powerful and effective. 

Organ in Charge of Management: 
The Yongling Administration of Cultural Relics 
Head: Xing Qikun 
Address: Linggong, Yongling Town, Xinbin Man Nationality Autonomous 

County, Fushun City, Liaoning Province, PRC (Postal code: 113206) 
 

f.  Agreed Plans Related to the Property 
The major agreed plans related to the management of the property include the 

Programme of Fushun City on Protection of Cultural Relics and the Plan on 
Protection of the Cultural Relics and Environments of the Yongling Tomb.  

 
g.  Sources and levels of finance 

The major sources of funds for the management and protection of the Yongling 
Tomb include: 

1. Appropriations from the State, the Provincial Government, and the City 
Government, totaling RMB 3.3805 million yuan between 1954 and 2000 

2. Appropriations from the County Government, totaling RMB 1.5997 million 
yuan between 1954 and 2000. 

3. Funds raised by the Yongling Administration of Cultural Relics itself, 
totaling RMB 540,000 yuan from 1997 to 2000. 

All these funds have been put to use according to the principle of special funds 
for special purposes. 

 
h. Sources of Expertise and Training in the Fields of Conservation 

and Management Techniques 
The expertise needed for the maintenance and conservation of the Yongling 

Tombs has come mainly from the following sources: 
1. Invitation of cultural relics and ancient building experts from institutions at 

the provincial or city level to give lectures and training courses, and 
acceptance of technical guidance and assistance from experts and scholars 

2. Selection of staff technicians to receive training or attend advanced courses 
of training on protection of cultural relics organized by higher institutions of 
learning, the State Administration of Cultural Heritage, the Provincial 
Bureau of Culture, or the City Bureau of Culture, and encouragement of 
these people to teach themselves in line with the practical need of their work 

3. Organization of ‘professional training courses,’ ‘training courses for guides,’ 
and ‘training courses of fire-fighters’ by the Yongling Administration of 
Cultural Relics itself every year to constantly improve the quality of senior 
management personnel 

 
i.  Visitor Facilities and Statistics 

Venues for exhibition of cultural relics  5 
Tourist service center   1 (Located at the entrance to the mausoleum 

garden, the center provides tourists with guides, consultancy, reference materials, and 



 29

other services) 
Parking lot     1 
Toilets      2 
Catering, shopping and accommodation  24 (All these venues are located 

in Yongling Town, seat of the Town Government, 1,000 meters away from the 
construction control area) 

Boards of direction   3 
Boards of introductory remarks at buildings open to tourists  15 

 
Statistics of number and composition of tourists to the Yongling Tomb 

(in 1,000 persons) 
Structure Year Total number 

Domestic tourists Overseas tourists 
1979 10.07 10 0.07 
1980 10.08 10.05 0.03 
1981 10.93 10.85 0.08 
1982 14.8 14.76 0.04 
1983 12.5 12.45 0.05 
1984 9.1 9.05 0.05 
1985 16.8 16.6 0.2 
1986 13.8 13.4 0.4 
1987 12.4 12 0.4 
1988 14 13.4 0.6 
1989 16.8 16 0.8 
1990 19.4 18.6 0.8 
1991 23.6 22.3 1.3 
1992 35.8 34.2 1.6 
1993 40.6 38 2.6 
1994 50.4 49.2 1.2 
1995 47.6 46.3 1.3 
1996 76.2 74.1 2.1 
1997 93.2 91.6 1.6 
1998 154 151 3 
1999 268 265 3 
2000 323.8 321 2.8 
2001 353.2 350 3.2 

Sum total 1625.88 1599.06 26.82 
 
j.  Property Management Plan and Statement of Objectives 

In order to further strengthen management of cultural relics at the Yongling 
Tomb and raise the level of conservation, study, presentation and promotion, the 
Yongling Administration of Cultural Relics worked out in 2002 the Plan on Protection 
of the Cultural Relics and Environments of the Yongling Tomb. The guiding ideology 
and general objective of the Plan is to further strengthen protection and management 
of cultural relics at the Yongling Tomb in line with the Convention concerning the 
Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage and pertinent principles and 
charters on heritage protection, the Law of the People’s Republic of China on the 
Protection of Cultural Relics, Rules of Liaoning Province on Implementation of the 
Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of Cultural Relics, 
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Regulations of Fushun City on the Protection and Management of Cultural Relics, 
Rules on Protection and Management of Cultural Relics at the Yongling Tomb, and 
other laws and regulations; and step up efforts in basic work such as repair and 
maintenance of the tomb buildings, management of collections, and ‘four guarantees 
(namely, a protection zone, protective signs, protection and management personnel, 
and reference materials and archives) so as to permanently keep the authenticity and 
integrity and constantly raise the level of management and presentation of the 
property. 

j-1 On the protection of the property and its environments 
The Plan on the Protection of the Cultural Relics and Environment of the 

Yongling Tomb and the Program of Fushun City on Protection of Cultural Relics will 
be put into earnest implementation, and removal of all buildings and structures in the 
protection zone of the property that affect the landscape or environmental quality of 
the property will be completed before the year 2010 

Since the forest vegetation of the property is comparatively small at present, a 
greening project will be basically completed before the year 2010.   

j-2 On the work of research 
The momentum of study of the history and cultural relics of the Yongling Tomb 

will be increased, and projects of study on protection of the ancient buildings and the 
environment will be established to raise the level and constantly increase the scientific 
and technical content of protection of the cultural relics and the environment of the 
property. 

j-3 On the work of publicity and demonstration 
Both the quality and form of presentation of the cultural relics of the Yongling 

Tomb shall be constantly improved. Such popular performances as simulation of the 
grand ceremony marking Emperor Qianlong’s visit to the tomb will be given 
continuously. All forms of the media will be exploited to publicize the property. The 
annual local traditional Festival of Man Customs and Habits will be fully exploited to 
publicize and present the historic culture of the Yongling Tomb and the folkways of 
the Man Nationality. More special works, popular readings, and albums on the 
property will also be published every now and then. The number of tourist guides will 
be increased, and the quality of their services will be improved. 

j-4 On the work of tourism 
As an answer to the call raised in the Plan on Protection of the Cultural Relics 

and Environments of the Yongling Tomb and in the Programme of Fushun City on 
Protection of Cultural Relics, protection and utilization of the property will be 
integrated with each other under the precondition of no damage to and sound 
protection of the cultural relics and the ancient buildings. Auxiliary service facilities 
will also be completed or perfected for the purpose of promoting development of the 
tourist industry in true line with the strategy of sustainable development. 

j-5 On strengthening the management team 
Efforts will be made to further improve and perfect existing management 

systems, putting the system of responsibility in the spotlight. The current structure of 
staff members will be improved, and high-caliber management, research and foreign 
language talents will be enrolled. Training of staff members will also be stepped up to 
increase their awareness of law, modify their professional ethics, and raise their 
professional levels so that their overall quality will be improved through efforts over a 
certain period of time. 

 
k.  Staffing Levels 
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The Yongling Administration of Cultural Relics has a total staff of 25 people 
engaged in the protection and management of cultural relics. Of these people, nine or 
36 per cent of the total are professionals specializing in the study of cultural relics and 
history, repair of ancient buildings, presentation of cultural relics, promotion and 
guide service, and security and law-enforcement. There are six people, or 24 per cent 
of the total, who have received education at or above the college level. 
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5.  Factors that Affect the Property 
 
a.  Development Pressures 

Due to development of agricultural production and growth of the population of 
the Yongling Town, some land around the Yongling Tomb has been reclaimed into 
farmland, and civilian houses have been left over from history at certain marginal 
areas of the property. These have posed a certain threat to the environment of the 
property, although small in extent. With the promulgation and implementation of 
various kinds of State laws and regulations on protection of cultural relics, 
announcement of the protection zones and construction control areas (buffer zones) of 
the 159 units of cultural relics in Liaoning Province that have been put under 
protection at or above the provincial level, and execution of the Programme of Fushun 
City on Protection of Cultural Relics and the Plan on Protection of the Cultural Relics 
and Environments of the Yongling Tomb, these problems have been partially solved 
and what has remained of them will be totally solved by the year 2010. Since it has 
been forbidden for Yongling Town to expand westward, no industrial projects or 
modern urban housing have ever been built in the nearby of the property to pose a 
threat to its environment. Efforts have to be continued, however, in the future to 
prevent occurrence of cases running counter to the plans or management regulations. 

 
b.  Environmental Pressures 

Located on the waning vein of the Changbai Mountains, the Yongling Tomb of 
the Qing Dynasty is a typical mountainous area in the northern temperate zone with 
the four seasons being distinctively tillable from each other. According to monitoring 
conducted by environmental and weather departments, the property boasts an 
environmental situation as follows: 

Quality of atmospheric environment 
Average daily value of SO2: 0.017mg/m3 between 1988 and 1998, up to State 

Standard II on Year-round Air Quality  
Average daily value of NOx: 0.006mg/m3 between 1988 and 1998, up to State 

Standard I on Year-round Air Quality 
Since there is no industrial pollution within the premise of the mausoleum, the 

environment will not affect protection of the property. 
Climate 
The Yongling Tomb sits in a region with a continental monsoon climate of the 

northern temperate zone. The average yearly temperature between was 4.7℃ between 
1956 and 1985, and 5.6℃  between 1986 and 2001. The extreme highest day 
temperature between 1956 and 2001 was 36.7℃, recorded on July 10, 2000. The 
number of days with the highest day temperature rising to or above 35℃ in the year 
was 17. The extreme lowest day temperature was – 40.5℃, recorded on January 18, 
1966. The number of days with the lowest day temperature falling to or below 0℃ is 
183. Between 1998 and 2001, the average annual rainfall was 658.6mm, with the 
rainfall during the flood season (June to August) accounting for 60 per cent of the 
annual total. The average relative humidity in a year was 73 per cent between 1998 
and 2001. To sum up the climatic condition described above, the brick and stone 
structures of the Yongling Tomb suffer comparatively fewer influences from the cold 
climate because the stone structures here are made of granite instead of white marble 
as in the case of most other imperial tombs of the Ming and the Qing dynasties and 



 33

the bricks used here are made of clay of better quality and burned with a higher 
temperature, although these brick and stone structures are easy to crack due to 
swelling resulting from freezing and extraction resulting from melting in most days of 
the year when the temperature falls below 0℃. For this reason, only the surfaces of 
the enclosing walls have suffered from weathering.  

 
c.  Natural Disasters and Prevention 

Since the Yongling Tomb is located at the foot of the Qiyun Mountains where the 
terrain is neither open nor raised, there is little chance for the property to be struck by 
lightning. There has never been a fire resulted from thunder in its history. Neither 
have there any records of damages from earthquakes. Since the forest vegetation in 
the areas around the property is comparatively small, and the property stands far from 
residential areas, there is little chance for the outbreak of a fire. To keep the property 
totally safe, the Yongling Administration of Cultural Relics has equipped the major 
tomb buildings (those with glazed-tile roofs) with lightning rods with support from 
governments at various levels and would conduct a check of the devices every year. A 
fire-fighting pump has been installed in the mausoleum, fire hydrants have been laid 
underground, and sufficient fire-fighting equipment has been placed inside each 
individual building. In addition, the administration has set up a system of emergency 
communications with the county fire brigade and a voluntary fire-fighting team 
composed of all staff members. Moreover, departments in charge of cultural relics and 
fire prevention at the city and the county level would organize fire checks every 
winter and spring. Since there has always been a high alert of fire control here, there 
has never been a fire or even a fire alert here since 1949 when the People’s Republic 
of China was founded. 

The major natural disaster affecting the safety of the cultural relics of the 
Yongling Tomb and that of their environments is flood. 

Flood has threatened the mausoleum twice in its history, according to records. 
During flooding in the 15th year of the reign of Emperor Jiaqing (1810), all buildings 
here were reported for repair. In the 14th year of the reign of Emperor Daoguang 
(1834), a flood in the Yongling region caused leaking in the palaces and collapse of a 
section of the enclosing walls. Emperor Daoguang ordered repairs stage by stage 
according to the order of urgency. The latest flood recorded took place on July 29, 
1995 when the biggest flood in a century hit the Fushun region. The mud-rock flow 
resulting from the flood pressed against the back wall of the Treasure City, the 
flood-water flew into the tomb palace, and some sections of the walls of the front 
courtyard collapsed. The Provincial Bureau of Culture allocated RMB200,000 yuan of 
emergency funds for the repair, and the Provincial Bureau of Geology and Mineral 
Resources appropriated an emergency fund of RMB50,000 for the control of 
landslides and mud-rock flow. To prevent flooding of the Suzi River from threatening 
the property once again, the local government started in 1995 a project to reinforce the 
dykes of the section of the Suzi River flowing through the area in front of the tomb.  

 
d.  Visitor/Tourism Pressures 

Since 1999 when the first Festival of Man Customs and Habits was organized at 
the Yongling Tomb, the number of tourists and visitors to the mausoleum has been on 
the increase year after year. From 1991 to 2000 alone, it received 1.113 million 
tourists and visitors, 111,000 a year on the average. The year 2001 saw a record 
number of tourists and visitors: 353,000. Tourists and visitors come in comparative 
concentration between May and October of each year. The number of tourists and 
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visitors to the property has been comparatively smaller than those to other imperial 
tombs of the Ming and the Qing dynasties, so they do not impose any big pressure on 
the property. 

 
e. Number of Inhabitants within the Property Construction Area 

(Buffer Zone) 
There are no residents living within the protection zone of the Yongling Tomb 

now. Only the Yongling Tree Farm, a gear factory and a wooden articles factory with 
a total constructed space of 12,544 square meters and a land area of 7.09 hectares built 
between 1953 and 1972 still operate 105-270 meters away from the eastern wall of the 
mausoleum. Most of the factory buildings are flats, with the highest of them standing 
two or three floors high. According to plans, these buildings will be completely 
removed by the year 2010, and the space vacated will be used for greening. 

There are now 2,925 people in 643 households living within the construction 
control area of the Yongling Tomb. According to a local government plan, the 154 
civilian residences located sparsely in the area south of the back fort of the 
mausoleum and west of the Yudai River and the three civilian residences located south 
of the Suzi River, with a total constructed space of 14,127 square meters, will be 
pulled down stage by stage before the year 2010 to provide better protection to the 
cultural heritage, although they do not produce any big influence of the mausoleum. 
Standing now in the Xibao Village 540 meters away from the western side wall of the 
mausoleum, which took shape in the middle and late years of the Ming Dynasty, are 
244 civilian residences with a total constructed space of 25,213 square meters. Most 
of these residences are one-floor flats, with only a few having two floors. In the 
Houbao Village 549 meters from the eastern side wall of the mausoleum, which took 
shape in the late Qing Dynasty, stand 207 civilian houses with a total constructed 
space of 23,085 square meters. Most of these houses are one-floor flats, with only a 
few having two floors. According to the State laws and regulations on protection of 
cultural relics, these two villages will be kept where they stand but undergo 
renovations. A landscape forest belt 15 meters wide will be built respectively to hide 
the villages, and the villages themselves will be transformed into ones of Man 
Nationality culture. The two villages of Man Nationality culture will be strictly kept 
within their present size in the process of transformation. No expansion will be 
allowed. At the same time, the volume and height of the residences will be put under 
strict control, and no residences will be allowed to raise more than two floors high. 
All individual buildings will be renovated according to the architectural style of the 
Man Nationality. This work will be carried out stage by stage and completed by the 
year 2010.  

 
f.  Other Factors 

No. 
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6.  Monitoring 
 
a.  Key Indicators for Measuring the State of Conservation 

a-1 Perfection ratio of conservation 
There are now 20 buildings of various kinds (16 buildings and four dismounting 

tablets) standing in the mausoleum, as well as the geomantic red wall around the 
mausoleum. Of these, 10 per cent are broken and call for repair, 10 are basically intact, 
and 80 per cent are perfectly conserved. 

a-2 Major indexes affecting the quality and safety of the wood-structured 
buildings 

Leaking of roofs: About 10 per cent of the roofs of the buildings now leak 
slightly. The leaks will be repaired. 

Damage, breaking and rotting of wood structures: These problems exist, to a 
different degree, in about 10 per cent of the wood structures at present. The structures 
involved will be reinforced or repaired according to the principle of utmost efforts to 
keep them in their original look. 

a-3 Major phenomena of influences upon the quality and safety of brick and 
stone structures 

Different extent of weathering of the surfaces of the enclosing wall laid with gray 
bricks has occurred, but the weathering is not so serious. 

 
b.  Administrative Arrangements for Monitoring the Property 

The Central Government, the Liaoning Provincial Government, the Fushun City 
Government, and the Yongling Administration of Cultural Relics have all attached 
great importance to the protection of the Yongling Tomb all the time, and have 
developed comparatively complete, applicable and effective systems for the 
monitoring of the property. The Yongling Administration of Cultural Relics is 
responsible for monitoring and routine inspection of the quality of all the buildings in 
the mausoleum, submit reports of proposal for maintenance and conservation to the 
pertinent departments above it one year ahead of time each year, and draft annual 
plans on maintenance and protection and maintenance blueprints. Construction will be 
carried out in strict accordance with plans approved by the State Administration of 
Cultural Heritage or the Provincial Bureau of Culture and entrusted to construction 
teams qualified for the repair and maintenance of ancient buildings. The security 
organ of the administration is charged with the responsibility of monitoring the safety 
of the mausoleum, submitting timely reports on securing safety of the cultural relics, 
subjecting itself to regular annual checks by management and fire control departments 
at higher levels, making routine checks of the reliability of lightning devices, 
fire-fighting facilities and burglary warning systems, organizing training of voluntary 
fire-fighters, sending fire inspectors to tour the premise in winter and spring, and 
posting night guards. Thanks to close attention and devotion to duty by all the staff 
members, the safety of the property has been perfectly guaranteed. 
 

Chart of the System for Monitoring the Property of the Yongling Tomb 
The Monitoring Leading Group Group leader: Yang Wei 

Members: Liu Gang and Xing Qikun 
Items to be monitored 1. State of conservation of all the 

ancient buildings in the mausoleum, 
including the houses, the walls, the 
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brick or stone pavements, the sewers, 
and the attachments of the ancient 
buildings including thresholds, 
horizontal inscribed boards, 
antithetical couplets, stone carvings, 
and colour paintings 

2. Safety of the cultural relics of the 
Yongling Tomb 

3. Environments of the property, seeing 
to it that the air quality remaining 
above Standard II, quality of 
underground water coming up to 
Class II, and quality of noise 
environment standing at Class II 

The systems for management of 
monitoring 

1. Keeping records of regular 
monitoring 

2. Submitting of monitoring reports to 
the leading group every half a month 

3. Submitting of summary reports on 
monitoring every half a year 

 
c.  Results of Previous Reporting Exercises 

Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, and since recent years, in 
particular, the momentum of protection of the property has been increased constantly. 
The major reports on the state of conservation of the property completed over the 
years include: 

c-1 Report on the Emergency Repair of the Qiyun Palace of the Yongling 
Tomb, compiled by the Xinbin County Bureau of Culture and Education in 1954 

The report put forward a detailed plan on the emergency repair and conservation 
of the Qiyun Palace of the Yongling Tomb on the basis of a survey of the state of the 
building. The plan was put into execution in the same year. This was the first project 
of rescue repair of the Yongling Tomb ever launched since the founding of the 
People’s Republic of China. 

c-2 Plan on the Rush Repair of the Tablets Recording the Deeds and 
Achievements of the Four Ancestors at the Yongling Tomb, compiled by the 
Xinbin County Bureau of Culture and Education in 1962 

This was a plan on the rush repair of the leaking roofs of the pavilions housing 
the tablets recording the deeds and achievements of the four emperors on the basis of 
a survey of the pavilions. The plan was executed between 1962 and 1963. 

c-3 Plan on the Maintenance and Repair of the Western Side Chamber and 
the Qiyun Archway of the Yongling Tomb, compiled by the Xinbin County 
Bureau of Culture in 1964 

Based on a survey of the rotting and leaking of the wooden structures of the 
Western Side Chamber and the Qiyun Archway, this plan concerned itself with the 
repair of rotting and leaking sections of the buildings. It was put into execution in 
1964 and completed in 1965. 

c-4 Report on the Repair of the Sacred Way and Mapping of the Ancient 
Buildings of the Yongling Tomb, compiled by the Xinbin County Bureau of 
Culture and the Yongling Administration of Cultural Relics in 1980 

This report contained the results of the survey of the state of the Sacred Way of 
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the Yongling Tomb and the necessity and urgency of the mapping of its ancient 
buildings. Execution of the projects concerned was completed in 1981. 

c-5 Plan on the Repair of the Qiyun Archway, the Qiyun Palace and Other 
Ancient Buildings of the Yongling Tomb and the Establishment of Fire-fighting 
Facilities and Equipment, compiled by the Xinbin County Bureau of Culture and 
the Yongling Administration of Cultural Relics in 1981 

Based on a careful survey of the actual state of the Qiyun Archway, the Qiyun 
Palace, the Pavilions of Tablets, and the Front Red Gate of the Yongling Tomb, this 
report put forward a blueprint on their repair and described the importance, necessity 
and urgency of installation of fire-fighting and lightning devices and equipment in the 
mausoleum. The projects proposed for in the plan were completed between 1981 and 
1983. 

c-6 Plan on the Rush Amendment of the Colour Paintings of the Ancient 
buildings in the Mausoleum and the Repair of its Eastern and Western Side 
Chambers, compiled by the Xinbin Man Nationality Autonomous County 
Bureau of Culture and the Yongling Administration of Cultural Relics in 1983 

Based on a survey of the state of the colour paintings of the ancient buildings in 
the mausoleum and the state of the two side chambers, this report put forward a 
detailed plan on the amendment of the colour paintings of each ancient building and 
on the repair of the two side chambers. Preparation of materials for the projects started 
in 1983, actual work started in 1986, and all the projects were completed by October 
1991. 

c-7 Report on Strengthening the Conservation and Management of Cultural 
Relics and Removal of the No 2 Hospital of Xinbin Man Nationality Autonomous 
County from the West Side of the Mausoleum, compiled by the Xinbin Man 
Nationality Autonomous County Bureau of Culture and the County Bureau of 
Public Health in 1992 

Arguing that the No. 2 Hospital, standing less than 30 meters away from the 
Yongling Tomb, hindered the safety and conservation of the mausoleum and damaged 
its environmental look, the report concluded that the hospital must be removed from 
the protection zone of the mausoleum. The removal was completed in 1993. 

c-8 Report on the Fight of the July 29 Flood, compiled by the Xinbin Man 
Nationality Autonomous County Bureau of Culture and the Yongling 
Administration of Cultural Relics in 1995 

This report studied the damages of the Yongling Tomb by the flood on July 29, 
1995 and put forward a plan on the control of mud-rock flow from the Qiyun 
Mountains and repair of the roof of the Qiyun Palace, the Sleeve Wall, the red wall of 
the Square City, and the lightning facilities. The projects involved were completed 
between 1996 and 1998. 

c-9 Plan of the Overhaul of the Qiban Room and the Repair of the Roofs of 
the Four Pavilions of Tablets, compiled by the Xinbin Man Nationality County 
Bureau of Culture and the Yongling Administration of Cultural Relics in 1996 

This was a plan on the repair of the Qiban Room and the four pavilions of tablets 
worked out on the basis of a survey of the actual state of the buildings. The projects 
were completed in 1997 and 1999 respectively. 
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7.  Documentation 
 
a. Drawings, Photographs, Slides and Videos 

a-1 Drawings 
Drawing 1 General Plan of the Yongling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty 
Drawing 2 Front Elevation of the Pavilion of Tablet of Emperor Men Temu 
Drawing 3 Sectional Drawing of the Pavilion of Tablet of Emperor Men Temu 
Drawing 4 Vertical Section of the Qiyun Archway 
Drawing 5 Elevation of the Eastern Screen Wall of the Qiyun Archway 
Drawing 6 Front Elevation of the Qiyun Palace 
Drawing 7 Vertical Section of the Qiyun Palace 
Drawing 8 Sectional Drawing of the Open Room of the Qiyun Palace 
Drawing 9 Front Selection of the Kitchen 
Drawing 10 Front Elevation of the Treasure City 
a-2 Slides (to be supplied separately) 
a-3 Video Tapes (to be supplied separately) 
 

b. Copies of Property Management Plans and Extracts of Other 
Plans Relevant to the Property As Well as Excerpts of the Laws 
and Regulations Regarding Property Management 

 
I. Constitution of the People’s Republic of China, (endorsed at the 5th 

meeting of the 5th National People’s Congress on December 4, 1982 and 
promulgated for implementation on December 4, 1982) (Excerpts) 

… 
Article 22  The State protects sites of scenic and historical interest, 

valuable cultural monuments and relics, and other significant items of China’s 
historical and natural heritage. 

… 
 

II. Law of the People’s Republic of China on Protection of Cultural 
Relics, (endorsed at the 25th meeting of the Standing Committee of the 5th 
National People’s Congress on November 19, 1982 and amended at the 
30th meeting of the Standing Committee of the 9th National People’s 
Congress on October 28, 2002) (Excerpts) 
 

Chapter 1 General Provisions 
… 
Article 2 The state shall place under its protection, within the boundaries of 

the People’s Republic of China the following cultural relics: 
1. Sites of ancient culture, ancient tombs, ancient architectural structures, cave 

temples, stone carvings, and murals that are of historical, artistic or scientific 
value; 

2. Important historical sites, objects and typical buildings of modern or 
contemporary time that are related to major historical events, revolutionary 
movements or famous personages and with important memorial, educational 
or historical significance; 
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3. Valuable works of art and handicrafts articles dating from various historical 
periods; 

4. Important revolutionary documents as well as, manuscripts and ancient or old 
books and materials, etc. that are of historical, artistic or scientific value; and 

5. Typical material objects reflecting the social system, social production or the 
life of various nationalities in different historical periods. 

… 
Article 3 Unmovable cultural relics such as sites of ancient culture, ancient 

tombs, ancient architectural structures, cave temples, stone carvings, murals, and 
important historical sites and typical buildings of modern and contemporary time may 
be established as units of cultural relics for key protection at the state level, units of 
cultural relics under protection at the provincial level, and units of cultural relics 
under protection at the county/city level according to their historical, artistic and 
scientific value. 

… 
Article 4 The principle of ‘chief priority to protection, rescue first, rational 

utilization and intensive management’ shall also be adhered to in work related to 
cultural relics. 

Article 5 … 
Sites of ancient culture, ancient tombs, and cave temples shall be owned by the 

State. Memorial buildings designated by the State for protection, ancient buildings, 
stone carvings, murals, typical buildings of modern or recent time and other 
irremovable cultural relics, unless governed by other state regulations, shall be owned 
by the state. 

The ownership of state-owned irremovable cultural relics shall also change with 
any change in the ownership or use right of the land to which these cultural relics are 
attached. 

… 
Article 9 … 
The principle governing work of protection of cultural relics shall be upheld 

during the course of capital construction and development of tourism. No activities in 
these fields shall cause any damage to cultural relics…. 
 

Chapter 2 Irremovable Cultural Relics 
Article 13  The administration in charge of cultural heritage under the State 

Council shall choose those units of cultural relics under protection at the provincial, 
city or county level that are of great historical, artistic and scientific value for 
establishment as units of cultural relics under key protection at the state level, or 
directly establish a unit of cultural relics as a unit of cultural relics under key 
protection at the state level, and report them to the State Council for confirmation and 
announcement. 

… 
Article 15  For units of cultural relics under protection at various levels, 

necessary protection zones shall be established by people’s governments at the 
provincial, autonomous regional or municipal level or people’s governments at the 
city/county level accordingly along with establishment of explanatory notes and 
archives, and special organs shall be set up or persons assigned, according to the 
specific situation, to take charge of their management. The protection zones and 
archives of units of cultural relics under key protection at the State level shall be 
reported by the administrations of cultural relics under people’s governments at the 
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provincial, autonomous regional or municipal level to the administration of cultural 
heritage under the State Council for the record. 

Administrations of cultural relics under local people’s governments at and above 
the county level shall work out detailed measures for the protection of units of cultural 
relics already established for protection and irremovable cultural relics not yet 
established as units of cultural relics for protection, according to the need of different 
cultural relics for protection, and promulgate these measures for implementation.  

… 
Article 17  No engineering, explosion, drilling, excavation operations shall 

be allowed within the boundaries of the protection zones of units of cultural relics 
under protection. Should there be a special need to carry out any of these operations 
within the boundaries of the protection zones of units of cultural relics under 
protection, the safety of the units of cultural relics under protection shall be 
guaranteed, and approval shall be obtained from the people’s government that has 
confirmed and announced the said cultural relics as units of cultural relics under 
protection. Prior to the approval, consent shall be won from the administration of 
cultural relics under the people’s government at a higher level. If engineering, 
explosion, drilling, or excavation operation are to be carried out within the boundaries 
of the protection zones of units of cultural relics under protection at the State level, 
approval shall be obtained from people’s government at the provincial, autonomous 
regional or municipal level and consent shall be won from the administration of 
cultural heritage under the State Council. 

Article 18  As it may be actually necessary, construction control areas of 
due sizes may be established around units of cultural relics under protection with 
approval from people’s governments at the provincial, autonomous regional or 
municipal level and made public. 

If a construction project is to be launched in the construction control area of a 
unit of cultural relics under protection, the historical features of this unit of cultural 
relics under protection shall not be damaged. The blueprint of the project shall be 
reported for agreement from the administration of cultural relics and approval from 
the urban construction and planning department at the level corresponding to that at 
which the unit of cultural relics is protected. 

Article 19  No facilities that may pollute the units of cultural of cultural 
relics under protection or their environments shall be constructed in the protection 
zones or construction control areas of these units of cultural relics. Neither shall any 
activities that may affect the safety of units of cultural relics under protection or their 
environments be allowed in these zones or areas. Any facilities that have already been 
constructed shall be improved within a prescribed limit of time if they pollute units of 
cultural relics under protection or their environments.  

… 
Article 21 … 
Conduction of repairs of units of cultural relics under protection shall be reported 

for approval to administrations of cultural relics at the level corresponding to that at 
which the said units of cultural relics are protected. If irremovable cultural relics not 
yet established as units of cultural relics for protection are to be repaired, the projects 
shall be reported for approval to administrations of cultural relics under people’s 
governments at the county level with which these cultural relics have been registered. 
Repairing, removal, and reconstruction of units of cultural relics under protection 
shall be undertaken by units with certificates of qualification for handling projects of 
protection of cultural relics. 
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The principle of keeping cultural relics in their original shape shall be adhered 
during the course of repairing, maintenance or removal of irremovable cultural relics. 

… 
Article 24  Irremovable cultural relics owned by the State shall not be 

transferred or mortgaged. State-owned units of cultural relics under protection that 
have been turned into museums, warehouses of cultural relics, or tourist resorts shall 
not be run as the assets of any enterprises. 

… 
Article 26  During the course of utilization of irremovable cultural relics, 

the principle of keeping cultural relics in their original shape shall be adhered to, the 
safety of the buildings and the cultural relics attached to them shall be protected, and 
the irremovable cultural relics themselves shall not be damaged, destroyed, altered, 
added to, or pulled down. 
Local people’s governments shall investigate and handle, in good time, cases of 
buildings and structures endangering the safety or damaging the historical features of 
units of cultural relics under protection, and pull these buildings or structures down if 
they deem it as necessary.  

… 
 

III. Measures of Liaoning Province for the Implementation of the 
Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of Cultural 
Relics, (endorsed at the 21st meeting of the Standing Committee of the 6th 
People’s Congress of Liaoning Province on July 20, 1986) (Excerpts) 
 

Chapter 1 General Provisions 
… 
Article 2  The following cultural relics, within the boundary of this 

province, shall be protected by the State: 
1. Sites of ancient culture, ancient tombs, ancient architectural structures, cave 

temples, and stone carvings of historical, artistic or scientific value. 
… 
Article 3  All the cultural relics under the ground, water or sea within the 

boundary of this province shall be owned by the state. 
Sites of ancient culture, ancient tombs and cave temples shall be owned by the 

state. 
… 
Article 5  People’s governments at various levels shall be responsible for 

the protection of cultural relics of all kinds in areas under their respective jurisdiction. 
All government organs, public organizations and individuals have the obligation 

to protect the country’s cultural relics. 
Article 6  The administrations of culture (cultural relics) under people’s 

governments at different levels shall exercise of the power of management and 
protection of cultural relics on behalf of the people’s governments at the 
corresponding level, and supervise implementation of various laws on the protection 
of cultural relics. 

Article 7  People’s governments at various levels may set up 
administrations of cultural relics or appoint pertinent departments or persons to take 
charge of protection and management of cultural relics according to actual needs. The 
committees of cultural relics at various levels shall assist the people’s governments at 
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the corresponding level to coordinate the relationships between different departments, 
and discuss and solve key problems concerning protection and management of 
cultural relics. 

The administrations of cultural relics at the county (autonomous 
county/district/city) level shall take charge of specific businesses relating to the 
protection and management of cultural relics. 

Article 8  The operational expenses for the conservation, management, 
investigation, study, repair and maintenance, excavation, exhibition, promotion, 
collection, selection, purchase, and rewarding of cultural relics shall be included in the 
financial budgets of people’s governments at the provincial, city, and county 
(autonomous county/district/city) level, and put under the management of 
administrations of culture (cultural relics) at respective levels. The funds shall be 
treated as special funds and used for designated instead of any other purposes. The 
funds needed for the repair and maintenance of cultural relics in urban gardens shall 
be included in the urban maintenance expenditure of the cities concerned. 

Article 9  The extra-budgetary revenues (except for fines) of cultural 
relics organs at various levels shall be used to fill the shortages of funds for the 
development of the cause of cultural relics. They shall not be used to set off budgetary 
allocations, and shall be exempted from income taxes. 
 

Chapter 2 Units of Cultural Relics Under Protection 
… 
Article 11  Units of cultural relics under protection at all and zones marked 

for the protection of cultural relics at all levels shall be put under the protection and 
management of people’s governments of the city or county (autonomous 
county/district/city) where these units or zones are located. Protection zones and 
construction control areas shall be established for them, introductory notices 
(including descriptions of the protections and the construction control areas) shall be 
set up, archives shall be established, and special organs shall be set up or special 
persons assigned, as is necessary in different cases, to take charge of protection and 
management. … 

Article 12  The protection zones and construction control areas of units of 
cultural relics under protection at different levels shall be made public at the same 
time when these units are announced as units of cultural relics under protection, and 
reported to administrations of culture (cultural relics) at a higher level for the record. 
Land acquisition, if necessary, shall be handled according to pertinent stipulations in 
the Law of the People’s Republic of China on Land Administration. 

Article 13  It is forbidden to launch other construction projects within the 
boundaries of the protection zones of units of cultural relics under protection. If 
construction is needed for a special purpose, it shall be reported for examination and 
approval to people’s governments that have originally announced the units and to 
administrations of culture (cultural relics) at a higher level. If a construction project is 
to be launched in the protection zone of a unit of cultural relics under key protection 
at the state level, approval shall be obtained from the provincial people’s government 
and the state administration of culture. 

Security and fire-fighting facilities shall be set up in areas marked for the 
protection of cultural relics. It is strictly forbidden to deposit inflammables, 
explosives, radioactive substances, poisonous, or erosive materials in these areas. 
Management of fire sources and power mains shall be strengthened, and cutting of 
mountains, quarrying, taking of soil, destruction of forests, felling of trees, 
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reclamation of land, and all other activities that may endanger the safety of cultural 
relics shall be strictly forbidden. 

Article 14  Construction running counter to pertinent stipulations in the 
Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of Cultural Relics shall not 
be allowed in the construction control areas of units of cultural relics under protection. 
Existing buildings that run against regulations shall be renovated according to their 
specific cases so that they meet the requirements for the protection of cultural relics. 
Buildings that hinder the safety of cultural relics shall be removed or pulled down 
within prescribed period of time. If new buildings have to be constructed for special 
needs, the shape, height, volume and colour of these new buildings shall harmonize 
with the atmosphere surrounding the units of cultural relics under protection. The 
blueprints of these new buildings shall be reported for examination and approval to 
administrations of culture (cultural relics) at the same level as that at which the 
cultural relics are protected. 

Article 15  When mapping out plans on urban and rural construction, 
people’s governments at all levels shall first of all ask their urban and rural 
construction planning departments and administrations of culture (cultural relics) to 
jointly work out measures for the protection of units of cultural relics under protection 
and other kinds of cultural relics in areas under their jurisdiction and include these 
measures in their construction plans. 

… 
Article 18  The principle of keeping cultural relics in their original shape 

shall be adhered to when sites of revolutionary activities, memorial buildings, ancient 
architectural structures, ancient tombs, cave temples, and stone carvings (include both 
the buildings themselves and their attachments) that have been established as units of 
cultural relics for protection at different levels are repaired, maintained, or moved. 
The engineering and technical norms on the repair and maintenance of ancient 
buildings shall also be closely observed. The maintenance blueprints, designs, and 
construction instructions shall be reported to administrations of culture (cultural relics) 
at the same level for examination and approval. The engineering plans and technical 
blueprints of all projects of repair or restoration of units of cultural relics under 
protection at all levels shall be reported to the provincial administration of culture 
(cultural relics) for examination and approval. Repairs of units of cultural relics under 
key protection at the state level shall be reported to the State administration of culture 
for approval. 

Article 19  If a memorial building and ancient building established as a unit 
of cultural relics under protection and owned by the state is to be used for any other 
purposes than a museum, warehouse of cultural relics, or tourist resort, the case shall 
be reported by the local administration of culture (cultural relics) at the level 
corresponding to that at which the property is protected to the people’s government 
that has originally announced it as a unit of cultural relics under protection to obtain 
approval. If a unit of cultural relics under key protection at the state is to be used for 
any other purposes, the case shall be examined and agreed to by the provincial 
people’s government and reported to the State Council for approval. 

… 
Departments with approval to use units of cultural relics under protection shall 

sign agreements with administrations of culture (cultural relics) on the protection of 
the cultural relics, adhere strictly to the principle of keeping cultural relics in their 
original shape, holding responsibility over the safety, maintenance and repair of the 
buildings involved and the cultural relics attached to them, and strictly restraining 
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themselves from damaging, destroying, altering, expanding, or pulling down cultural 
relics. Those that have already taken use of memorial buildings or ancient buildings 
shall be ordered to withdraw within prescribed limits of time once threat to the safety 
of cultural relics or any other hidden perils are discovered in examination. All the 
costs for such withdrawal shall be sustained by the occupants or their senior leading 
organs. 

… 
 
IV. Regulations of Fushun City on the Protection and Management of 
Cultural Relics (passed at the 17th meeting of the 11th People’s Congress 
of Fushun City on June 28, 1995 and endorsed at the 15th meeting of the 
Standing Committee of the 8th People’s Congress of Liaoning Province on 
July 28, 1995) (Excerpts) 
 

Chapter 1 General Provisions 
… 
Article 2  The following cultural relics in this administrative region shall 

be protected by the state: 
1. Sites of ancient culture, ancient tombs, ancient architectural structures, stone 

carvings, and ancient trees of historical, artistic or scientific value; 
… 
Article 4  The people’s governments of cities, counties (including districts, 

the same hereinbelow) and townships (including towns, the same hereinbelow) shall 
take charge of protection and management of cultural relics in their respective 
administrative regions. 

The city administration of culture shall be the leading organ in charge of 
protection and management of cultural relics in this administration region. County 
administrations of culture shall take charge of protection and management of cultural 
relics in their respective administration regions, and township people’s governments 
shall assign departments concerned to take charge of protection and management of 
cultural relics in areas under their jurisdiction. 

Article 5  The public security, planning, financial, planning, urban 
construction, industrial and commercial, civil affairs, customs, travel, religious and 
other departments and units concerned of all cities and counties shall do a good job in 
protecting and management of cultural relics in line with stipulations in the Law of 
the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of Cultural Relics and according to 
their respective limits of authority. 

Article 6  All government departments, organizations and individuals 
shall be obliged to protect state-owned cultural relics and empowered to stop, expose 
and denounce acts running counter to the protection and management of cultural 
relics. 

Article 7  The operational expenses for the conservation, management, 
investigation, study, maintenance, repair, excavation, exhibition, promotion, collection, 
selection, purchase and rewarding of cultural relics shall be listed in the financial 
budgets of the people’s governments of cities/counties. 
 

Chapter 2 Units of Cultural Relics Under Protection 
… 
Article 9 … 
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According to stipulations in the Law of the People’s Republic of China on the 
Protection of Cultural Relics and the Rules of Liaoning Province for the 
Implementation of the Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of 
Cultural Relics, the protection zones and construction control areas of units of cultural 
relics under protection at or above the provincial level shall be established according 
to documents issued by the Provincial People’s Government; … 

Article 10  The people’s governments of cities/counties shall include 
measures for the protection of units of cultural relics under protection at various levels 
in their plans on urban and rural construction. 

Article 11  No units or individuals shall damage, destroy, or take units of 
cultural relics under protection at any level for use. 

No construction projects shall be launched, without authorization, in the 
protection zones of units of cultural relics under protection. No cultural relics on the 
ground shall be demolished, altered, or moved without authorization. 

It is strictly forbidden to deposit inflammables, explosives, radioactive 
substances, poisonous, or erosive materials in the protection zones of cultural relics 
under protection. Management of fire sources and power mains shall be strengthened. 
Cutting of mountains, quarrying, taking of soil, destruction of forests, cutting of trees, 
reclamation of waste land, and all other activities that may endanger the safety of 
cultural relics shall be strictly banned. 

Article 12  Those buildings or structures now standing in the protection 
zones or construction control areas of units of cultural relics under protection in 
violation of regulations shall be renovated according to their respective situation so 
that they will meet the requirements for protection of cultural relics. Buildings or 
structures that were constructed without approval or authorization after promulgation 
of the Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of Cultural Relics and 
that hinder the safety of cultural relics shall be moved or pulled down within 
prescribed period of time. The real estate certificates and land use certificates issued 
to buildings or structures constructed without approval or authorization from the 
people’s government that has originally established the units of cultural relics for 
protection and the administrations of culture at a higher level or constructed with 
approval or authorization from people’s governments or administrations of culture 
ultra vires shall be invalid. The departments that have examined and approved 
construction of the said buildings or structures ultra vires shall work out plans on set 
limits of time for their removal. 

Article 13  The principle of keeping cultural relics in their original shape 
shall be adhered to during the course of repair, maintenance or removal of units of 
cultural relics under protections. The maintenance plans, blueprints, and construction 
instructions shall be reported to administrations of culture at the same level at which 
the units of cultural relics are protected for examination and approval, and licenses 
and certificates shall be applied from the departments concerned. 

Article 14  Departments or units approved to use units of cultural relics 
under protection shall hold responsibility over protection of the cultural relics 
concerned, sign pledges of responsibility over protection of the cultural relics with 
local administrations of culture, and subject themselves to guidance and supervision 
by the administrations of culture. 

Departments or units approved to use units of cultural relics under protection 
shall not change the purpose of memorial buildings or ancient buildings owned by the 
state without authorization. 

… 
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V. Circular Concerning Announcement of the Protection Zones and 
Construction Control Areas of the 159 Units of Cultural Relics Under 
Protection at or above the Provincial Level (L.Z.F. [1993] No. 8) 
(Excerpts) 

… 
Appendix 1: 

Scope of protection and construction control zones of units of cultural relics 
under protection 

Protection zones and construction control zones of units of cultural relics under key 
protection at the state level 

… 
7. The Yongling Tomb (at the Yongling Street, Northwest of the Old Town of 

Xinbin County, Fushun City) 
Scope of protection: 
The zone of key protection: The area within the red wall of the mausoleum; the 

area extending 510 meters from the outside of the red wall in the east along the line 
starting from Boundary Marker 3 at the north-end foot of the Qiyun Mountains, 
running 180 meters southward to Boundary Marker 4, turning westward here and 
running 160 meters to Boundary Marker 5, turning southward here to Boundary 
Marker 6 (which stands at a place 366 meters south of the southern red wall and 216 
meters east of the central line of the pavement), turning westward once again and 
running 138 meters to Boundary Marker 7, and running southward to Boundary 
Marker 9 on the north bank of the Suzi River via Boundary Marker 8 (which stands at 
90 meters east of the central line of the southern end of the pavement); the area west 
of the above line and 200 meters from the outside of the red wall in the west along the 
line starting from Boundary Marker 10 at the north-end foot of the Qiyun Mountains, 
running 170 meters southward to Boundary Marker 11 and onto Boundary Marker 12 
(which stands 344 meters south of the southern red wall and 394 meters east of the 
central line of the pavement), turning eastward here to Boundary Marker 13 314 
meters away, and running southward to Boundary Marker 15 on the north bank of the 
Suzi River via Boundary Marker 14 (which is 86 meters west of the central line of the 
south end of the pavement); and the area extending from the east of this second line 
running south to the north bank of the Suzi River and north to the Qiyun Mountains 
(including the whole of the mountains).  

The zone of ordinary protection: The areas beyond the zone of key protection 
lying within the eastern line running from the Dragon Tail to Boundary Marker 1 (140 
meters from the Dismounting Tablet south of the east side of the pavement) via 84th 
boundary stone of the mausoleum and extending 420 meters to the western line 
running northward from south of the western side of the pavement to the Dismounting 
Tablet, and the area around the Qiyun Mountains within 50 meters from its foot. 

The construction control zone: The zone beyond the zone of ordinary protection, 
extending eastward to the Yudai River, southward to the Yanchong Mountains 
(including the Yanchong Mountains), and westward to Boundary Marker 2 200 meters 
west of the Dragon Head, shall be a construction control area of Type I. 
 

Appendix 2: 
Notes on the scope of protection and construction control zones of units of 

cultural relics under protection 
1. Pursuant to stipulations in the Law of the People’s Republic of China on the 
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Protection of Cultural Relics, Regulations of the People’s Republic of China on Urban 
Planning, Rules of Liaoning Province for the Implementation of the Law of the 
People’s Republic of China on the Protection of Cultural Relics, and Circular of the 
State Council Concerning Transmission of the Application Filed by the State 
Commission of Construction and Other Departments for Protection of Chinese Cities 
Reputed for Their History or Culture (G.F. [1982] No. 26), the protection zones and 
construction control areas of units of cultural relics under protection are hereby 
established to strengthen management of units of cultural relics under protection in 
this province. 

2. The protection zones and their management 
The protection zones are zones marked around units of cultural relics under 

protection according to the need for protection of these units. The sizes of these zones 
are determined according to the type, size, location and environment of different units. 
For some units of cultural relics under protection, zones of key protection and zones 
of ordinary protection may be further marked within their protection zones according 
to actual needs. The zones of key protection are designed to guarantee the safety of 
cultural relics themselves or their major parts, while zones of ordinary protection 
designed to put their attachments and related areas under control. 

Within the protection zones of units of cultural relics under protection, no ancient 
architectural structures or their attachments shall be pulled down or altered, the 
original cultural relics shall not be damaged, no new buildings shall be constructed or 
other construction projects be launched, and no inflammables, explosives or other 
dangerous articles shall be placed inside or near the buildings. In case of special needs 
for construction of other projects, or demolishment, alteration or removal of existing 
ancient architectural structures or their attachments, agreement shall be won from the 
provincial people’s government and the State Administration of Cultural Heritage. 

3. Construction control areas and their type and management 
Construction control areas are areas established beyond of the protection zones 

of units of cultural relics under protection for the purpose of protecting the 
environmental features of cultural relics. Construction control areas are divided into 
five types: 

Type I: This is a type of non-construction areas established to protect the 
environment and landscape of cultural relics. No buildings or facilities except for 
greening projects and fire-fighting passages will be constructed in these areas. 
Buildings already in these areas shall be removed when conditions become ripe. 
Those that can not be pulled down or removed for the time being may be repaired for 
use. If a house becomes dangerous and must be overhauled, approval shall be 
obtained beforehand from the provincial administration of cultural relics and the 
urban planning department at the corresponding level. The constructed space shall not 
be enlarged during the overhaul, neither shall the height be raised. Only 
non-permanent houses shall be allowed for construction. The shape and colour of the 
house shall be brought to harmonize with the environments around. 

Type II: These are areas planned for keeping flats. Maintenance of the flats in 
these areas that may be conserved shall be stepped up, and none of them shall be 
altered or expanded. Those unnecessary for conservation shall be pulled down step by 
step. Multi-floor buildings in these areas may be kept as they are and maintained for 
use. When they become dangerous and have to be rebuilt, they shall be turned into 
flats. During this course of transformation, however, their constructed space shall not 
be enlarged, and the rebuilding blueprints shall be reported to the provincial 
administration of cultural relics for agreement and corresponding urban planning 
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departments for approval. 
Type III: These are areas where construction of buildings less than nine meters 

high shall be allowed. The character, shape, volume and colour of the buildings to be 
constructed in these areas shall conform with the units of cultural relics under 
protection. The architectural blueprints shall be reported to the provincial 
administration of cultural relics for agreement and corresponding urban planning 
departments for approval. 

… 
4. Some points concerning the construction control areas 
(1). The term ‘height’ as used in the requirements on various types of 

construction control areas refers to the highest point of a building including the 
elevation room, the staircase, the water tank, and the chimney. 

(2). If houses are constructed in areas beyond the protection zones of units of 
cultural relics under protection that are not marked as construction control areas of 
Type I or in construction control areas of Type I with a distance from units of cultural 
relics under protection shorter than set in the Code on Fire Prevention in Architectural 
Designing, construction shall be carried out according to the Code. The fire resistance 
of ancient architectural structures shall be set at Class IV in usual cases.  

(3). In case of need to insert buildings of different heights in areas where the 
different types of construction control areas of units of cultural relics under protection 
meet, only buildings with comparatively smaller heights shall be allowed in areas 
where buildings of comparatively bigger heights are allowed. It shall not be allowed 
to insert buildings with comparatively bigger heights in area where only buildings 
with comparatively smaller heights are allowed. 

5. When sub-plans are worked out according to overall plans or new construction 
projects are arranged, the newly established protection zones and construction control 
areas shall be taken into consideration if any unit of cultural relics under protection is 
involved.  

6. If any scope of protection or construction control zones have to be altered for 
special circumstances, the alteration shall be reported first to the provincial 
administration of cultural relics and corresponding urban planning departments for 
agreement and then to the Provincial People’s Government for approval. 
 
VI. Program of Fushun City for the Protection of Cultural Relics 
(Excerpts) 

… 
Chapter 2 Contents and Emphasis of Protection 

… 
3.2… 
The Yongling Zone of Cultural Relics: With the Yongling Tomb, the Hetuara city, 

and the Feiara city taking the dominance, the zone will be developed into a 
comprehensive area for protection of cultural relics displaying the relics of the late Jin 
Dynasty and the local conditions and customs of the Man Nationality. Construction of 
new buildings in the Yongling Tomb shall be strictly forbidden. A certain area beyond 
the construction control area will be established to coordinate the environment. The 
final goal is to develop a zone of cultural relics with a high extent of harmony 
between the tomb and the environment and a dense colour of solemnity and mystery. 

Chapter 4 The Scope of Protection and Control 
4.1 According to the principle of protection level by level, this Program divides 

sites of historical relics into zones of key protection, construction control areas, and 
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environment coordinating areas to facilitate protection.  
4.2 Zones of key protection: The scope of protection announced for units of 

cultural relics under protection at various levels shall be established as zones of key 
protection. 

4.3 Construction control areas: All units of cultural relics announced for 
protection shall have construction control areas. The principle for demarcating these 
construction control areas is to keep the integrity and safety of zones of key protection, 
and the purpose is to keep the overall environment of zones of key protection from 
influences from new buildings. 

4.4 Environment coordinating areas: The chief purpose of establishing these 
areas is to control the character of use of land, and the height, style and layout of 
buildings in these areas, and the outline of the city. 
 
VII. Plan on Protection of the Cultural Relics at the Yongling Tomb 
(Excerpts) 
 

Chapter 1 Definition of the Scope of Protection 
… 
2. Readjustment of the scope in the year 2002 
To meet the current need for the protection of the cultural relics and the 

environment of the Yonglong Tomb of the Qing Dynasty, the expert group in charge 
of protection of cultural relics of Liaoning Province decided in May 2002 to enlarge 
appropriately the scope of protection of the Yongling Tomb demarcated in 1993, 
readjust the boundaries of the original zone of key protection and that of ordinary 
protection, and combine the two into a protection zone. 

The protection zone and the construction control area of the Yongling Tomb is 
hereby defined as follows in this Plan: 

(1). The protection zone 
Protection zone of the property: Bordering Taigou west of Longtou in the west, 

running northeastward along a line about 50 meters from the foot of the north section 
of the Qiyun Mountains, turning southward at the west end of Houbao (Han 
Nationality) Village after passing around Longwei, running past the east-to-west path 
(named the Tongling Road for the time being) in from of the tomb palace up to 
Boundary Marker No 9 on the northern bank of the Zuzi River, running on westward 
along the bank to the east end of the Xibao Village before turning northward after 
passing the margin of the Xibao Village to run westward to the eastern foot of 
Longtou, and finally passing Longtou along the foot of the mountain to return to 
Taigou. There are basically no villages or any large stretches of buildings in this 
readjusted protection zone. The area is 236.59 hectares, basically the same as the total 
area of 241.92 hectares of the original zone of key protection (180.70 hectares) and 
the zone of ordinary protection (61.22 hectares). 

(2). Construction control area (buffer zone) 
The construction control area (buffer zone) of the property: Running from the 

boundary of the protection zone at Taigou west of Longtou southward to cross the 
Suzi River and on southward along the eastern ridge of the Yanbianfu Valley before 
turning eastward to the pinnacle of the Yanchong Mountain 814.6 meters above the 
sea level (including the Yanchongshi Natural Landscape); then running down 
eastward along the ridge to the eastern ridge of the Miaogou Valley before turning 
northward along the watershed to the southern bank of the Suzi River; Crossing the 
old bridge to reach the northern bank of the river and running westward along the 
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northern bank to the western bank of the Yudai River before first turning northward 
and then turning westward at the north end of the Houbao Village to meet the 
boundary of the protection zone at Longwei, The construction control area covers a 
total land area of 1,343.94 hectares (including 1,190.58 hectares south of the Suzi 
River, 106.02 hectares north of the river, and 47.34 hectares of the waters), 274.26 
hectares larger than the original one. 

(3). Total area of the protection zone and the construction control area 
The total area of the protection zone and the construction control area is 1,580.53 

hectares, 268.93 hectares larger that originally demarcated. 
… 

 
Chapter 4 Plan on the Protection of the Cultural Relics and Their 

Environments 
… 
3. Plan on the protection of the cultural relics 
(1). Current state of conservation 
… 
Of the ancient buildings at the mausoleum, 80 per cent have been perfectly 

conserved, 10 per cent have been conserved fairly well, and only 10 per cent have 
become dilapidated or broken. 

… 
(2). Plan on protection of the cultural relics 
1). The dilapidated and broken parts of the ancient buildings will be repaired in 

the near future (within three to five years). 
a. Overhaul of the roofs of the Qiyun Palace and the West Side Chamber, 

replacement of the broken tiles to prevent rotting of the eaves from leaking (before 
2003); 

b. Overhaul of the roofs of the East Side Chamber and the kitchen in the front 
courtyard, replacement of the rotten wood structures and re-laying of the tiles (before 
2004); 

c. Repair of the extended 180-meter slanting sections of the walls of the Treasure 
City and all the tops of the walls (before 2005); 

d. Solution of the problem of water accumulation in the front courtyard of the 
mausoleum and jamming of the drainage of the Square City, designing of high lift 
according to drainage plans, and all-round renovation of the pavement in the 
mausoleum (before 2005); 

e. Restoration of the East Red Gate, the West Red Gate and the Curtain Gate of 
the Stable according to their original shape (before 2007); and 

f. Repair of the broken section of the base of the Dismounting Tablet at the east 
side of the tomb palace, and determination of its position according to plan (before 
2003); 

2). Routine maintenance will be carried out all the year round 
According to requirements set in the Measures for the Management of Projects 

of Repairing the Memorial Buildings, Ancient Architectural Structures and Cave 
Temples promulgated by the Chinese Ministry of Culture, maintenance plans will be 
worked out for each year and monitoring and management will be strengthened to 
keep the ancient buildings in excellent state all the time. 

4. Plan on protection of the environments of the cultural relics 
(1). Buildings planned for removal from the protection zone 
… 
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A total constructed space of 26,671 square meters of buildings will be removed 
from the protection zone, according to the plan. The removal will be implemented 
step by step and completed before the year 2010. 

(2). Buildings planned for keeping and renovation in the construction control 
area 

1). The Xibao Village: Living in this village are 2,008 people in 483 households. 
There are 25,213 square meters of various kinds of buildings (244 in total) here. 
According to state regulations, this village may be allowed to stay, although necessary 
renovation will have to be carried out. According to suggestions put forward in this 
Plan, a 15-meter landscape forest belt will be built along the highway in the southeast 
to hide the village and beautify the highway at the same time. A plan on the 
renovation of the village will also be worked out and put into execution step by step 
after approval to turn it into a new village that fits the cultural heritage of the 
mausoleum and boasts the cultural characteristics of the Man Nationality. Also, 24 
civilian residences with a total space of about 2,100 square meters will be pulled 
down to implement the project of construction of the above-mentioned forest belt 
along the highway. 

2). The Houbao (Han Nationality) Village: There are 207 residences with a total 
space of 23,085 square meters of this village standing in the construction control area 
of the property. Since all the residences are located north of the Tongling Road and 
stand at quite some distance from the highway in the southeast with a fairly large 
volume of transit traffic and the Sacred Way, the only passage to the mausoleum, the 
same method applied to the renovation of the Xibao Village will be used for the 
renovation of this village. A 15-meter landscape forest belt will be built north of the 
Tongling Road and the village itself will be renovated according to plan. A total of 10 
residences with a total space of 1,190 square meters will have to be pulled down for 
the construction of the forest belt. 

(3). Construction of a greening system for the protection of the Yongling Tomb 
The land vacated from planned removal of buildings from the protection zone of 

the Yongling Tomb, the land stopped from farming, the land now standing idle, and 
the waste mountainous land fit for planting trees will all be used for greening to create 
a greening system for the protection of the property. 

… 
 
VIII. Regulations on the Protection and Management of the Yongling 
Tomb of the Qing Dynasty (Excerpts) 

… 
Article 2  The protection zone and construction control area of the 

Yongling Tomb 
1. The zone of key protection 
Protection zone of the property: Bordering Taigou west of Longtou in the west, 

running northeastward along a line about 50 meters from the foot of the north section 
of the Qiyun Mountains, turning southward at the west end of Houbao (Han 
Nationality) Village after passing around Longwei, running past the east-to-west path 
(named the Tongling Road for the time being) in from of the tomb palace up to 
Boundary Marker No. 9 on the northern bank of the Zuzi River, running on westward 
along the bank to the east end of the Xibao Village before turning northward after 
passing the margin of the Xibao Village to run westward to the eastern foot of 
Longtou, and finally passing Longtou along the foot of the mountain to return to 
Taigou.  
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2. The construction control area (buffer zone) 
The construction control area (buffer zone) of the property: Running from the 

boundary of the protection zone at Taigou west of Longtou southward to cross the 
Suzi River and on southward along the eastern ridge of the Yanbianfu Valley before 
turning eastward to the pinnacle of the Yanchong Mountain 814.6 meters above the 
sea level (including the Yanchongshi Natural Landscape); then running down 
eastward along the ridge to the eastern ridge of the Miaogou Valley before turning 
northward along the watershed to the southern bank of the Suzi River; Crossing the 
old bridge to reach the northern bank of the river and running westward along the 
northern bank to the western bank of the Yudai River before first turning northward 
and then turning westward at the north end of the Houbao Village to meet the 
boundary of the protection zone at Longwei, 

… 
5. The cultural relics on and under the ground of the protection zone and the 

construction control area, together with the mountains, the rocks, the landform, the 
water systems, the forests, the trees, and the vegetation shall all be protected by the 
state laws. 

6. No ancient buildings or structures now standing in the zone of key protection 
shall be pulled down or altered. The cultural relics shall not be damaged. No other 
projects or construction shall be launched. No inflammables, explosives, or other 
dangerous articles shall be placed inside or near the buildings. If other projects have to 
be launched for any special purpose, agreement shall be won from the State 
Administration of Cultural Heritage and approval from urban planning departments at 
corresponding levels. Greening and construction of fire-fighting passages in this zone 
shall be allowed. Existing buildings that run counter to regulations shall be pulled 
down within the prescribed period of time. They shall not be rebuilt at the same site as 
they now stand. 

7. The construction control area is an area where construction of buildings below 
nine meters high shall be allowed. The height, shape, volume and colour of the 
buildings to be constructed in this area shall be kept in tone with the unit of cultural 
relics under protection. Construction blueprints shall be reported to responsible State 
departments in charge of cultural relics for agreement and urban planning departments 
at corresponding levels for approval. 

Article 3  The Yongling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty is a unit of cultural 
relics under key protection at the state level and belongs to the state Administration in 
charge of cultural heritage. The County Bureau of Culture is the administrative organ 
taking charge of protection and management of the property. The Cultural Relics 
Administration of the Xinbin Man Nationality County as an institutional unit of the 
state holds specific responsibility over the protection, management, repair, and 
greening of the Yongling Tomb. This relationship of subordination shall not be 
changed without approval from the State Administration of Cultural Heritage. 

… 
Article 6  The County Bureau of Urban Construction shall work out a 

detailed and practical plan on the gradual recovery of land in the protection zone of 
the Yongling Tomb to launch greening projects and have the recovered land to the 
Yongling Administration of Cultural Relics for standardized management. 

Article 7  All residents and factories (farms) in the protection zone shall 
move out within the prescribed period of time. The villages and towns in the 
construction control area shall be planned in entirety. Control shall be put on the size 
and height of buildings to be constructed in the area, and existing buildings that stain 
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the environmental look of the property shall be improved within the prescribed period 
of time or even pulled down.  

… 
Article 9  It is strictly forbidden to quarry, mine, take sand or soil, destroy 

forests, reclaim land, expand farmland, carry out large-scale construction of farmland, 
or stage any other activities in the protection zone and the construction control area 
that threaten the safety of cultural relics or stain their environmental look. All existing 
graves shall be removed within the prescribed period of time. 

Article 10  No units or individuals shall be allowed to cut trees in the 
protection zone or the construction control area. Replacement of different species and 
thinning out shall go ahead only on the basis of prior joint inspection and consultation 
between cultural relics, forestry, planning, environmental protection, and other 
departments and approval from responsible departments. New species shall be 
replanted, within the prescribed period of time, at places where other species have 
been thinned out. If cultural relics are involved in thinning, vacant lots shall be 
reserved according to the range fixed by departments of cultural relics to plant grass. 
The rule that he that fells trees shall take the responsibility to replant trees or grass 
shall be implemented. 

… 
Article 13 Necessary security and fire-fighting facilities shall be installed at the 

Yongling Tomb according to pertinent regulations of the state. Organs shall be set up 
to take charge of management of equipment, security, fire prevention, and rules and 
regulations on security and fire prevention shall be worked out or perfected to 
guarantee the safety of cultural relics. 

… 
Article 15 When the ancient architectural structures, tablets, or roads of the 

Yongling Tomb are repaired, the principle of keeping cultural relics in their original 
shape shall be observed. Maintenance plans and construction blueprints shall be 
reported to the State Administration of Cultural Heritage for approval. Maintenance 
and protection projects shall be implemented according to stipulations in the 
Measures for the Management of Repairing of Memorial Buildings, Ancient 
Architectural Structures and Cave Temples, the Technical Norm for Projects of 
Repairing of Ancient Architectural Structures, and pertinent state laws and regulations. 
For key projects, supervision of engineering and the system of control of construction 
shall be introduced. The raw materials to be used shall carry with them certificates of 
qualification and re-examination. All projects shall be submitted to supervision and 
guidance by departments in charge of cultural relics at the state, provincial, city or 
county level, and reported to departments for examination and acceptance when 
completed. Reports on completion and acceptance of projects shall also be produced. 

… 
Article 17 The wages of the staff members of the Yongling Administration of 

Cultural Relics and the expenditures for the protection of the cultural relics shall be 
included in the financial budget of the local people’s government. Greening of the 
mausoleum shall be included in the plan on the greening of the city as a whole, while 
greening of the mountain forests within the scope of the mausoleum shall be included 
in the local afforestation plan. 

… 
 
IX. Plan on Development of Tourism at the Yongling Tomb (Excerpts) 

… 
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2. The Guiding Ideology of the Plan 
The Yongling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty is an important component part of the 

architectural complex of imperial tombs of the Ming and the Qing dynasties and the 
Three Imperial Tombs of the Qing Dynasty in Shengjing, with its buildings boasting 
the unique style of the Man Nationality and the characteristics of local architecture. 
Development of the tourist resources of the Yongling Tomb shall be carried out under 
the precondition of strengthening the protection and promotion of its historical and 
cultural heritage to achieve the goal of propagating and carrying forward its history 
and culture and bringing out the profound inside information contained in it. At the 
same time, comprehensive development of the tourist resources at and around the 
Yongling Tomb shall be so oriented as to promote the sustainable development of the 
local society and economy. 

… 
4. The Planned Projects 
… 
(2). Restoration and presentation of the Qiyun Palace. The scene inside the 

Qiyun Palace will be restored as seen in the Qing Dynasty so as to represent the 
original inside look of the sacrifice-offering palace of imperial tombs of the Qing 
Dynasty. Each year, four major representation of grand sacrifice-offering ceremonies 
and eight minor ones will be staged to enrich the historical and cultural information 
contained in the tomb. 

(3). Construction of the Museum of Folkways of the Man Nationality.  The 
Museum of Folkways of the Man Nationality will be built in the construction control 
area of the Yongling Tomb displaying contents of the same theme as that of the 
Yongling Tomb. This museum will occupy a land area of 700 square meters with a 
girth of about 600 meters. 

… 
(5). Construction of a leisure square in front of the tomb.  The vacant land in 

front of the tomb will be used to build a leisure square of nearly 80,000 square meters. 
To be composed of mainly greens, the square will form a unified entirety with the 
tomb. 

… 
 
X. Regulations on the Monitoring and Protection of the Ancient 
Architectural Structures of the Yongling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty 
(Excerpts) 

… 
Article 2  Monitoring and protection of the ancient architectural structures 

of the Yongling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty shall be put under the charge of the 
Yongling Administration of Cultural Relics. Covered in the scope of protection shall 
be all the ancient buildings including houses, walls, brick pavements, sewerages, and 
attachments of the ancient architectural structures (thresholds, horizontal inscribed 
tablets, antithetical couplets, stone sculptures, and colour paintings). 

Article 3  The Administration shall conduct regular monitoring of the 
ancient architectural structures and know well their situation. Files shall be 
established, and results of monitoring shall be reported regularly to the competent 
departments along with suggestions and opinions. 

… 
Article 5  The Administration shall be responsible for the maintenance, 

rush repair, consolidation, and overhaul of the ancient buildings of the tomb. It shall 
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not put any objects onto the external or internal structures of major buildings that may 
hide their original look from view. No other equipment or facilities shall be installed 
without authorization. If such installation is necessary for the protection of the ancient 
buildings or any other special purposes, opinions shall be solicited from the 
Administration and approval sought from the competent departments at higher levels. 

… 
Article 9  The requirements on the designing and implementation of 

projects of repairing of ancient buildings and the procedures of examination and 
approval of them shall be brought into strict line with pertinent state regulations. 

… 
Article 12 The new technology or materials to be used for the conservation of 

the ancient buildings shall be submitted for scientific appraisal at corresponding levels 
beforehand and shall be put into use only after approval from the competent 
departments at higher levels. 

Article 13 The Administration shall complete all-round mapping of the ancient 
architectural structures step by step on the basis of investigation and study, and collect 
and sort out relevant evidences in literature or in kind to establish or perfect the 
archives of the ancient architectural structures. 

… 
Article 15 The Administration shall be obliged to put forward its opinion to the 

competent departments concerning the acts violating the current Regulations. The 
staff members of the Administration shall be obliged to report issues concerning 
conservation and maintenance of the ancient architectural structures to the 
departments concerned. 
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1.  Identification of the Property 
 
a. Country 
The People’s Republic of China 
 
b. Province and City 
Dongling District, Shenyang City, Liaoning Province 
 
c. Name of Property 
The Fuling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty 
 
d. Exact Location on the Map and Geographic Coordinates 
The Fuling Tomb is located in the eastern part of Shenyang City, Liaoning Province, 
PRC, between 41°49’34” – 41°50’04” N and 123°34’49” – 123°35’11”E 
 
e. Maps 
e.1  Map of the Geological Location of the Fuling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty in 
China 
e.2  Map of the Geological Location of the Fuling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty in 
Liaoning Province 
e.3  Map of the Geological Location of the Fuling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty in 
Shenyang City 
e.4 Map of the Scope of Protection and the Construction Control Zone (Buffer 
Zone) of the Fuling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty 
 
f. The Scope of Protection and the Construction Control Zone 

(Buffer Zone) of the Property:  
The scope of protection of the property: Within 120 meters outside the red walls 
of the Square City in the east, west and north; and within 138 meters in the south 
to Shen-Fu Road (the north line). The scope of the protection area is 53.86 
hectares. 
The construction control zone (buffer zone): Outside the scope of protection to 
the park wall in the north, to the park wall in the east and the extension line of 
this wall to the north bank of River Hun, to the third ring road in the west, and to 
the northern bank of River Hun in the south. The scope of the construction 
control zone (buffer zone) is 702.36 hectares. 
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2.  Justification for Inscription 
 
a. Statement of Significance 

Located about 10,000 meters east of the old city of Shenyang, the Fuling Tomb is 
the mausoleum of the founding emperor of the Great Qing Dynasty – Qing Taizu 
Nu’erhachi and his empress Yehenala.  It has a complete architectural system, a full 
set of ceremonial facilities, magnificent main buildings and relatively intact 
architectural complex.  

The architectural complex of the mausoleum consist of the Dismounting Stele, 
the Stone Archway, the Main Red Gate, the Sacred Way, the Cloud Pillars, the Stone 
Animals, and 108-step Stone Staircase, the Shengongshengde Stele Pavilion, the 
Washing Room, the Fruit Room, the Tea Room, the Waiting Room, Long’en Gate, 
Long’en Hall, the Ease Side-hall, the Western Side-hall, the Silk Burning Pavilion, 
Lingxing Gage, the Five Stone Sacrifice Utensils, Ming Pavilion and the Treasure 
City.  Of which, the 108 Stone Staircase demonstrates unique craftsmanship and the 
application of the ancient Chinese Fengshui theory in mausoleum construction.  The 
fine and beautiful carvings on the Stone Archway, the Cloud Pillars and the stone 
base of the Long’en Hall display unique view and simple style, reflecting the aesthetic 
judgement and architectural skill of Man Nationality in the early Qing Dynasty, as 
well as the level of science and technology at that time. 

Both the construction and the later reconstruction of the Fuling Tomb were 
guided by ancient experts of tomb site selection.  From site selection to planning and 
design, the mausoleum construction took into account of harmony with the mountain, 
river and vegetation of the Mother Nature, endeavoured to blend the mausoleum 
buildings into the natural environment, and reflected the ancient Chinese philosophy 
of “harmony between Man and Nature”. 

For over 200 years of the entire Qing Dynasty, the imperial families used the 
Fuling Tomb as the main site of ritual ceremonies.  Both the architectural relics and 
historical facts of the mausoleum are physical materials for studying the mausoleum 
system and funeral rituals of the Qing Dynasty, and for studying the funeral system, 
sacrificial offering system and official system, as well as politics, economy and 
culture of the early Qing Dynasty. They also carry the histories of the late Ming 
Dynasty, the Qing Dynasty and the period of the Republic of China. Therefore, the 
Fuling Tomb is not only an important part of Chinese imperial mausoleum 
architecture, but also a best testimony of Chinese history and culture. 

 
b. Comparative Analysis 

The Fuling Tomb is the mausoleum of the founding emperor Nu’erhachi and his 
empress of the Qing Dynasty, and it was the first one nominated with the name of the 
imperial family of the Qing Dynasty.  Therefore, it is an important part of the 
imperial mausoleums of the Ming and Qing dynasties. However, the long-term 
construction and its building before the Qing troops entered the Shanhaiguan Pass 
also differentiate it from other imperial mausoleums of the Ming and Qing dynasties. 

First, compared with other imperial mausoleums of the Ming and Qing dynasties, 
the Fuling Tomb has various unique features.  Being one of the two imperial 
mausoleums built before the Qing troops entered the Shanhaiguan Pass, it inherited 
more of the mausoleum system of the Ming Dynasty than the Yongling Tomb, and 
hence reflects certain influence of mausoleum architecture of the central plain areas.  
Influenced by the generous burial custom of the dynasties of the central plain areas, 
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the construction scale of the Fuling Tomb far exceeded that of the Yongling Tomb.  
Although the Fuling Tomb did not have the same grand construction scale as the 
mausoleums of the Ming and Qing dynasties inside the Shanhaiguan Pass, it had a 
complete system and a full set of main buildings for imperial ritual activities, such as 
Long’en Hall, Lingxing Gate and the Stone Altar.  In addition, it had a whole set of 
the symbolic architectures including the Stone Archway, the Shengongshengde Stele, 
the Treasure City and the Treasure Peak. As the emperors of the Qing Dynasty 
attached great importance to the practice of “serving the dead as the living”, the 
distribution of buildings of the Fuling Tomb followed that of palaces.  It adopted the 
style of “halls in front and residence at the back”, based on which Xiang Hall stood as 
the “waiting hall” where imperial officials met while the Underground Palace served 
as the symbolic bedroom in the imperial mausoleum.  The 108-step Stone Staircase 
and the stone bridges built on the Sacred Way integrated the architectures at the foot 
of the mountain including the Main Red Gate into the main architectural complex on 
the mountain. The stone bridges also served as drainage for the mausoleum to protect 
the ancient architectures. 

Second, the Fuling Tomb is one of the completely conserved cremation tombs of 
all mausoleums of the Ming and Qing dynasties.  Cremation was the funeral custom 
of Man Nationality and its former Nuzhen Nationality, which was abolished for the 
imperial family of the Qing Dynasty by Emperor Kangxi.  Therefore, the three 
Shengjing mausoleums including the Fuling Tomb embody this traditional culture.  

Third, the natural environment of the Fuling Tomb is serene and magnificent.  
With a site in conformity with requirements of ancient China for imperial tombs and 
for the ritual system, and with the superb features of the mountain and river and the 
perfect landform, it attained the ideal of “embracing in all beautiful waters and 
stones” and “complete with auspicious landform and position”.  

 
c. Authenticity and Integrity 

c-1 Environmental look 
The environment of the Fuling Tomb consists of various factors, such as 

mountain, river, forest and vegetation.  In order to better protect the original sight, 
relevant management agency has adopted measures to register, record and place sign 
plates to the ancient and famous trees in the mausoleum areas.  The mountain range 
of the surrounding areas still maintains its original appearance with no significant 
change.  

c-2 Mausoleum buildings 
There are altogether 32 architectural complex in the Fuling Tomb, of which, the 

main ones spread between the Main Red Gate and the red Fengshui walls. At both the 
eastern and western sides of the Main Red Gate, there is one stone archway. The Main 
Red Gate has a space of three Jian. Inside the Main Red Gate stand the Sacred Way 
and the Stone Animals (stone camels, stone horses, stone tigers and stone lions). On 
the Sacred Way, there are the 108-step Stone Staircase, the Stone Bridges and the 
Shengongshengde Stele Pavilion. On the eastern and western sides of the 
Shengongshengde Stele Pavilion, there stand the Eastern Waiting Room, the Fruit 
Room, the Washing Room and the Tea Room, which still maintain their original forms.  
The Square City is the main architecture inside the mausoleum, with Long’en Gate as 
the chief entrance. Built inside the Square City are Long’en Hall, the Eastern Side-hall, 
the Western Side-hall, the Silk Burning Pavilion, Lingxing Gate and Five Stone 
Sacrifice Utensils. Above the north entrance of the Square City is Daming Pavilion 
with the Sacred Name Stele inside. The Crescent City, the Treasure City, the Treasure 



 67

Peak and the Underground Palace are located at the back of the Square City. The 
planning and distribution of architectural complex of the Fuling Tomb are complete, 
the principal constructions of the Fuling Tomb are basically well conserved, the 
underground tombs have not been excavated, and the conservation is intact. The only 
exception is Daming Pavilion that was once destroyed by fire and later reconstructed 
to the original model on the original site to preserve the authenticity and integrity of 
the architectural complex of the Fuling Tomb. The reconstructed building remains to 
date. The Preparation Room, the Sacrificial Storage Pavilion and the Fruit Pavilion 
that once stood on both the eastern and western sides of the Shengongshengde Stele 
Pavilion have collapsed, but the original sites are preserved with no reconstruction. 
The ancient buildings and sites inside the protection area of the Fuling Tomb have not 
been altered by human interference of later times, and the natural environment has not 
been damaged. The property is highly authentic and integral. 

 
d. Criteria under Which Inscription Is Proposed 

d-1 As an outstanding example of Chinese ancient architecture and 
collective embodiment of the cultural achievements of Man Nationality in its 
rising period, the Fuling Tomb conforms to Criterion I of the World Cultural 
Heritage. 

The Fuling Tomb has a complete mausoleum system and a full set of ceremonial 
facilities, as well as prudently selected site, exquisite design, fine construction and 
particular use of materials. The overall distribution closely combines with the 
components of the natural environment, such as mountain and river, and thus attained 
high level of artistic achievement. The architectural model of the 108-step Stone 
Staircase reflects the application of ancient Chinese Fengshui theory in ancient 
architectures, and demonstrates a unique construction style among mausoleums of the 
Ming and Qing dynasties. The designs of the Shengongshengde Stele Pavilion, 
Long’en Gate and Long’en Hall show unique craftsmanship, elegant style, and 
excellent choice of materials. They are masterpieces of Chinese ancient architectures.  

d-2 The architectural complex of the Fuling Tomb integrate the 
architectural arts of Man and Han nationalities, demonstrate the style and 
pattern of imperial mausoleum architectures in the period when the early burial 
concept of Man Nationality gradually Hanzified, and are a physical testimony of 
the merge of architectural arts and burial concepts of Man and Han nationalities. 
Therefore, they conform to Criterion II of the World Cultural Heritage. 

The owner of the Fuling Tomb followed the early tradition of cremation burial 
method of Man Nationality. However, influenced by the generous burial tradition of 
the central plain areas, it did not only built an underground palace to keep the remains 
of the dead, but also constructed magnificently decorated buildings, such as Long’en 
Hall and the side-pavilions, to place the sacred nameplates of the dead for luxury 
ceremonial activities. Although the principal constructions of the architectural 
complex of the Fuling Tomb, such as Long’en Hall, were built with Xieshan-style 
roofs covered with golden glazed tiles, the colour paintings were put directly on the 
girders and columns – an architectural tradition of the early Man Nationality. They are 
in fact the combination of the architectural arts and customs of Man and Han 
nationalities, and are a physical testimony of the merge of the Man and Han cultures 
in imperial mausoleum architectures. 

d-3 The architectural complex of the Fuling Tomb are an example of early 
burial culture of the Qing Dynasty, and the burial method of the owner of the 
Fuling Tomb is an example of the burial custom of the imperial family of Man 
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Nationality and the minority nationalities of the Northeast in the early Qing 
Dynasty. Therefore, it conforms to Criterion III of the World Cultural Heritage. 

The architectural system of the Fuling Tomb is exactly the same as that of the 
imperial tombs of the Ming Dynasty, and has some similarities with other imperial 
mausoleums of the Qing Dynasty. However, there were also some variations that 
created its unique characteristics. Enclosed by a square wall, the principal 
architectural complex were integrated into a castle-like construction, which reflected 
through imperial mausoleum architectures the early life and living method of Man 
Nationality. The horse roads on the city walls and the stone stairs leading up and 
down the walls of the Square City on both sides of the gate of the parapets 
demonstrate that the Qing Dynasty rulers had not established their ruling status at that 
time. Cremation burial was the traditional burial custom of Nuzhen Nationality – the 
former nationality of Man in the early Qing Dynasty, and was practiced by the 
imperial family in the early times of the Qing Dynasty. However, after Man 
Nationality entered and ruled the central plain areas and established its ruling status, 
and under the influence of the generous burial custom of Han culture, the imperial 
family and its kindred gave up the cremation burial method. Therefore, Fuling Tomb 
is one of the few cremation burial tombs among the imperial tombs of the Ming and 
Qing dynasties, as well as a physical testimony of the burial custom of the 
northeastern minority nationalities in the early Qing Dynasty. 

d-4 The architectural complex of the Fuling Tomb were the outcomes of the 
last Chinese feudal dynasty in its rising period and a physical testimony of its 
history, science and technology and level of construction techniques. Therefore, it 
conforms to Criterion IV of the World Cultural Heritage. 

The Fuling Tomb was built in the early times when the minority nationality 
mainly composed of Nuzhen Nationality in Jianzhou in the Northeast of China, 
namely the Man Nationality, was on the rise. It was the first imperial mausoleum 
nominated with the name of the Qing Dynasty. It embodies the essence of the cultural 
achievements of that very period and reflects the levels of science and technology and 
construction techniques when the Qing Dynasty was on the rise. Meanwhile, it 
contains huge cultural messages of the social and production life of that time and 
embodies the political ideology, religious belief, customs and aesthetic judgements of 
the imperial family of the Qing Dynasty.  

d-5 Buried in the Fuling Tomb was the founding emperor of the Qing 
Dynasty, who significantly influenced the history of that dynasty. The ritual 
activities held there by all generations of the imperial family of the Qing Dynasty 
reflects Confucianism embraced by the dynasty that respected the heavenly rules 
and followed the practices of ancestors. In addition, some architectural relics of 
the Fuling Tomb and the poems and joint odes on the mausoleum demonstrate 
the achievements and levels of literary art of the Qing Dynasty. Therefore, it 
conforms to Criterion VI of the World Heritage.  

The owner of the Fuling Tomb, Qing Taizu Nu’erhachi, was the founding 
emperor of the Qing Dynasty. He set up the late Jin regime (the former regime of the 
Qing Dynasty) and established the eight banners political, military and economy 
system, which laid the basis for the entire rule of the Qing Dynasty. He defeated the 
Ming troops with his army in Sarhu Battle, which has become a famous example of 
defeating an enemy army outnumbering one’s own.  

During the period of over 200 years from the time of the construction of the 
Fuling Tomb to the end of the Qing Dynasty, the mausoleum was the main site of 
ritual activities of the imperial family. The complex ceremonial rituals of the 
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unceasing sacrificial activities reflected Confucianism embraced by the Qing Dynasty 
that respected the heavenly rules and followed the practices of ancestors, which 
contained the essence of the ancient Chinese feudal culture of long standing.  

The inscriptions on Shengongshengde Stele of the Fuling Tomb were drafted by 
famous civil officials, including Zhang Ying, who were appointed by Emperor Kangxi, 
the “sage founder” of the Qing Dynasty. The inscriptions were written and carved by a 
famous calligrapher, which were physical materials of calligraphic art in mid-Qing 
Dynasty. After the completion of the construction of the Fuling Tomb, emperors, 
princes, dukes and ministers, as well as literati and scholars of later period left over 
lots of poems, which are all significant achievements in the history of ancient Chinese 
literature. 

In sum, Fuling Tomb conforms to Criteria I, II, III, IV and VI of the World 
Cultural Heritage  
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3.  Descriptions 
 
a.  Descriptions of the property 

a-1 Natural conditions 
The Fuling Tomb is situated in the hilly areas in eastern Shenyang City. It has 

clearly different four seasons, with rainy season coinciding the hot season. It has a 
long winter, cold and dry with ample clear days; a spring with quick recovery of 
temperature, abundant sunshine, lots of strong southwestern wind, dry air and scarce 
rainfall; a hot and humid summer with lots of cloudy and rainy days; and a short 
autumn with steep drop of temperature, high and clear skies and cool temperature. It 
has a semi-humid monsoon climate of Northern Temperate Zone. The hottest month 
of the year is July, when the average monthly temperature reaches 24.6 °C; and the 
coldest month is January, when the average monthly temperature drops to -12 °C. It 
has a richly endowed natural condition that includes high quality earth, a land higher 
in the north and lower in the south, verdant forests and rich vegetation. 

a-2 Geographic appearances and the layout of the mausoleum 
The Fuling Tomb is the tomb site selected by Huangtaiji for his father after he 

took the throne. With Mount Tianzhu sitting at its back, the mausoleum faces River 
Hun that is about 800 meters away. The natural sight is elegant and pleasant. The 
architecture groups of the mausoleum were constructed according to the landform and 
spread in an area from north to south of 773.17 meters long and 302.97 meters wide 
from east to west. The Stone Archways were built outside the Main Red Gate in front 
of the mausoleum, and the lengthy Sacred Way extended to the front of the tomb. The 
main architectures of the mausoleum stand on both sides of the Sacred Way, the 
central axes of the mausoleum. From south to north, the main architectures standing 
in sequence are the Stone Animals, the 108-step Stone Staircase, Shengongshengde 
Stele Pavilion, the Tea Room, the Washing Room, the Eastern Waiting Room, the 
Fruit Room, the Square City, Long’en Gate, the turrets, Long’en Hall, the Eastern 
Side-hall, the Western Side-hall, Daming Pavilion, Lingxing Gate and the Stone Altar, 
the Crescent City, the Treasure City, the Treasure Peak and the Underground Palace. 
Ancient Chinese pines grow luxuriantly in the periphery of the architectures, whose 
dark green colour sets off the red walls and golden tiles of the buildings that reflect 
primitive simplicity and grandeur. 

a.3. The architecture system and architectural masterpieces of the 
mausoleum 

The Fuling Tomb has a complete architectural system. The Stone Archways, the 
Main Red Gate and the Sacred Way are its introductory architectures, while the 
Square City and the buildings inside the Square City such as Long’en Hall, the 
Treasure City and the Treasure Peak in the rear part are its principal and core 
architectures. Among them, the Stone Archways, the Stone Animals, the Cloud Pillars 
and the stone carvings on the façade of Long’en Gate are artistic treasures of stone 
carving. The castle-like Square City encircles the principal constructions in the center, 
such as Long’en Hall, which is unique among imperial mausoleums of the Ming and 
Qing dynasties. The horse roads and the parapets reflected the conditions of the rulers 
of the Qing Dynasty before they established their ruling status. The main 
constructions including Long’en Hall had no ceilings and the colour paintings were 
put directly on the girders and columns – one of the architectural style of Man 
Nationality before it entered the Shanhaiguan Pass. In particular, the 108-step Stone 
Staircase built on the Sacred Way based on the landform of the mountain reflects 
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unique design and the application of ancient Fengshui theory in imperial mausoleum 
construction. It is the only one found among the imperial mausoleums of the Ming 
and Qing dynasties.  

The Stone Archways  
Situated on both the eastern and western sides of the Main Red Gate and 43.6 

meters away from the latter, their construction started in the seventh year of Shunzhi 
Period (1650). With a space of three Jian, each of them has four columns and three 
stories and is a product of stone carvings. Inscribed in the center of each Archway are 
the words “Visitors must dismount horses from here, or be punished according to law” 
in Man, Mongolian and Han languages. The Stone Archways were finely carved and 
constructed and are masterpieces of stone carving treasures in Fuling Tomb. 

The Main Red Gate 
Also called “the Big Red Gate”, the Main Red Gate is the chief entrance to 

Fuling Tomb. It is a Xieshan-style architecture covered with golden glazed tiles with a 
base of 0.6 meters high, a front side of 12 meters wide and a depth of 6.9 meters deep. 
It has a space of three rooms, an arched entrance, semicircular facade stones on the 
front and back facades, the pattern of two dragons playing a ball carved on the front 
facade, and a plain stone tablet hanging above the entrance head. On the two sides of 
the Main Red Gate stand two screen walls of 11.9 meters long and about 5 meters. 

The Sacred Way 
Also named the Sacred Road, it starts from the Main Red Gate and ends at the 

back of Long’en Hall in the north with a total length of 566 meters. It is a three-track 
road paved with rags and bricks. The middle track is wider, generally 50 cm wide, and 
is called the central stones or the central road boards. The rags on the two sides of the 
central stones are called tooth stones, which are generally 35 cm wide. The width of 
the Sacred Way in the mausoleum varies from 7 meters from the Main Red Gate to 
the front of Long’en Gate of the Square City to 11 meters inside the Square City. 
Standing on the two sides of the Sacred Way as well as on the Sacred Way itself in 
sequence are the Main Red Gate, the Cloud Pillars, the Stone Animals, the Rainbow 
Bridges, the 108-step Stone Staircase, the Grand Stele Pavilion, Long’en Gate and the 
Square City.  

The Stone Animals 
Standing on the two sides of the Sacred Way from south to north in sequential 

order are the sitting camels, standing horses, sitting tigers and sitting lions. Each is 
3.38 meters away from another. All of them were made of blue rock and erected on 
Xumi-style marble bases, where one ancient coin was carved on each of the four 
corners of the Jinfu patterned bases. The Stone Animals on both sides of the Sacred 
Way demonstrate the identity, status and power of the owner of the tomb and their 
numbers vary in direct proportion to the identity and status of the latter.  

The 108-step Staircase and the Stone Rainbow Bridge 
Although the principal architectures of the Fuling Tomb were built on the base of 

Mount Tianzhu, the Main Red Gate and the Stone Animals were built on the flat land 
in front of the mausoleum with a transition slope of 45 degrees from the main 
architectures. The designer of the mausoleum put a 108-step staircase on this slope, 
which was named the 108-step Staircase. At both the upper and lower ends of the 
staircase, there is one stone bridge, namely, the Rainbow Bridge. The staircase and the 
bridges are 238.82 meters away from the Main Red Gate. The road once paved with 
gray bricks is now paved with rags. The two sides were railed with walls covered by 
golden glazed tiles. The architectural style of the 108-step Staircase reflects the 
application of Fengshui theory in ancient Chinese architecture and represents a unique 
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and rare architectural style. 
The Grand Stele Pavilion 
Also called the Shengongshengde Stele Pavilion and the Stele Pavilion, it is a 

pavilion like architecture constructed to protect Shengongshengde Stele. It is situated 
on the central axes above the 108-step staircase, 143.74 meters away from the stone 
bridge on the north end of the staircase and 60.71 meters away from Long’en Hall in 
the north. It is a square construction with a double-brim Xieshan-style roof. 
Shengongshengde Stele is 5.5 meters high, 1.8 meters wide and 0.7 meters thick. It is 
capped with the head of a flood dragon and has inscriptions in both Man and Han 
languages on its open space. The stele was bore by Longfu, and the inscriptions of the 
stele were chosen by Qing Shengzu (the Sacred Ancestor of the Qing Dynasty), 
Emperor Kangxi. 

The Tea Room 
Located on the northwestern side of the Stele Pavilion, it is 33.08 meters way 

from the latter and has a single-brim Xieshan-style roof. It was used for keeping tea 
and snacks for sacrifice rituals. The washing room is three-room wide and two-room 
deep. 

The Washing Room 
Located in the northwest of the Stele Pavilion, it is 23.125 meters away from the 

latter and has a single-brim Xieshan-style roof. It was used for washing sacrifice 
utensils. The washing Room is three-room wide and two-room deep. 

The Eastern Waiting Room 
Located in the northeast of the Stele Pavilion, it is 9.99 meters from the latter and 

has an architectural structure same as that of the Tea Room. It was used as a lounge 
for officials attending sacrificial rituals. 

The Fruit Room 
Located in the northeast of the Stele Pavilion, it is 33.77 meters away form the 

latter and was used to keep fruits for sacrifice. 
Long’en Gate 
It is the south gate of the Square City. Its arched single-entrance is 12.3 meters 

deep and 3.09 meters wide. Patterns of clouds were carved on the façade stone, a 
single dragon playing with a ball were carved on the middle part, and patterns of 
seawater, fish and dragons were carved on the corner columns. In the entrance, there 
are two wooden door leaves with doornails and knocker-holders. On each side of the 
top of the entrance hangs a stone tablet. The one facing the outside is plain but the one 
facing the inside has the inscriptions of the three words of “Long’en Gate” in Man, 
Han and Mongolian languages. There is one three-storey building on top of Long’en 
Gate, which is popularly addressed as the “Five-phoenix Pavilion”. It is a 16.72 
meters high Xieshan-style three-water-drop architecture with a staircase leading up 
and down. It has windows and corridors on all the four sides, exterior and interior 
color paintings, and overhanging eaves and pendants, and looks splendid and 
magnificent.  

The Square City 
As the principal architecture of the mausoleum, it is located in the center of the 

mausoleum. The oblong construction was made entirely of bricks, with external 
crenellations on the eastern, western and southern sides. There is a horse road in the 
middle of the City, paved with bricks and inclines towards the middle. The perimeter 
of the Square City is 370 meters long and the walls are 5 meters high. 

The Turrets 
There is one turret standing on each corner of the Square City. The two-story 
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building has a single-brim Xieshan-style, cross-ridged roof with a glazed peak in the 
middle, and it is 12.54 meters high. It has iron wind-bells hanging under the four 
corners of the overhanging eave, extended corridors on all the four sides, arched 
entrance in the middle with two door leaves, and windows on all the four sides of the 
second floor, where a staircase leading up and down was covered with colour painting 
both on the inside and outside.  

Long’en Hall 
Also called Xiang (enjoyment) Hall, it is located 72.55 meters from Long’en 

Gate and is the principal building of Fuling Tomb. It is where the sacred memorial 
tablets of the owners of the mausoleum, Qing Taizu Nu’erhachi and his Empress 
Xiaoci, were placed. It is also the central site for holding sacrificial activities. It was 
built on a Xumi-style base that has a height of 1.7 meters and perimeter of 118 meters. 
It has a single-brim Xieshan-style roof, extended corridors on the four sides, golden 
glazed tiles covering the entire roof, upright ornaments on both ends of the principal 
ridge, hanging beasts on the ends of the drooping ridges, and one animal and five 
beasts on every hip. On the wall of the main room hangs a vertical tablet with the 
words “Long’en Hall” on it in both Man and Han Languages. There is colour painting 
of swirling patterns on the girders. The hall is three Jian wide (15.45 meters), two Jian 
deep (14.25 meters) and 14.97 meter high. There are four doors in the main room and 
pillared windows in the two side rooms. There is no ceiling inside Long’en Hall, and 
the colour paintings were put directly on the exposed girders. A heated cabinet stands 
inside the main room, where the divine nameplates stand. There is one dragon seat 
and one phoenix seat in front of the nameplates, and an altar and side altars before the 
seats. The Xumi-style base has a high waist, and its upper and lower parts as well as 
its waist are carved with patterns of creepers, rolling leaves and pomegranates. On the 
four sides, there are guard-rails, banisters and column caps, revealing construction 
heritages from the Song and Liao dynasties. The draining articles are in the shape of 
horn-less heads of dragon on the four corners of the seat. In the front part of the hall, 
there are three roads, in the middle of which lays an inclining imperial step stone 
carved with patterns of “longevity mountain and fortune sea” and two dragons. 

The Eastern Side-hall 
It is located on the eastern side of Long’en Hall and is 33.45 meters away from 

the latter. It has a Xieshan-style roof covered with golden glazed tiles, and has one 
corridor on each of the four sides. There is a shallow stone base under the hall with a 
height of 0.7 meters, a length of 23.44 meters and a width of 12.93 meters. The whole 
building is 11.45 meters high. Both the door and windows are covered with vermilion 
paint. The hall was used to keep praying boards, funeral silks and divine nameplates 
prior to sacrificial ceremonies. 

The Western Side-hall 
The Western Side-hall is located on the western side of Long’en Hall and is 

31.08 meters away from the latter. Its architectural design is same as that of the 
Eastern Side-hall. The hall was used for lamas to hold religious rituals during 
sacrificial ceremonies.  

Daming Pavilion 
Also called Ming Pavilion, it stands above the north gate of the Square City and 

faces Long’en Gate. The construction of the pavilion started in 1629. With a 
construction area of 289 m2 and a full height of 16.85 meters, it is the highest building 
in Fuling Tomb. It has a Xieshan-style double-brim roof covered with golden glazed 
tiles and eight beasts standing on the drooping ridges. On the stone stele inside the 
pavilion carved the posthumous titles of the emperor buried in the mausoleum in Man, 
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Mongolian and Han languages.  
The Lingxing Gate  
Also called the Two-Pillar Gate, it is located at the back of Long’en Hall and is 

two meters away from the base seat of the latter. It is topped with a Xuanshan-style 
roof covered with golden glazed tiles and has two square stone pillars standing on 
each side, which is 8 meters high with a diameter of 0.4 meters. At the front and the 
back of each pillar there is one embracing-drum stone, and between the two pillars 
stand a wooden partitioned door. The gate was only used during sacrificial activities. 

The Five Stone Sacrificial Utensils and the Stone Altar 
Behind Lingxing Gate are the Five Sacrificial Utensils and the Stone Altar, 

which are 1.5 meters from the former. The Stone Altar was made of white marble, 
with a full height of 1.29 meters and a length of 5.52 meters. The upper part of the 
altar was carved with twining lotus flowers, etc., and the lower part was carved with 
eight Buddhist treasures and the Taoist “eight hidden gods”. In the middle of the altar 
stand the Stone Incense Burner, and on both sides of the latter stand two candleholders 
and two incense bottles. The altar was used by the emperors, or the princes or 
ministers on behalf of the emperors, to mourn the dead and offer libations during 
grand sacrificial ceremonies. 

The Crescent City 
Situated on the northern side of the Square City, it is so named for its crescent 

shape. The City is about 5 meters high and has one glazed screen in the middle of its 
northern wall, which was said to be the entrance to the Underground Palace.  

The Treasure Peak 
Also named as Dulong (single dragon) Mound, it is a mounded tomb in the 

middle of the Treasure City with a height of about 12 meters and diameter of about 45 
meters. Under the Peak lies the Underground Palace of Fuling. 

a-4 Personages buried in the mausoleum 
Buried in the mausoleum were Qing Taizu Nu’erhachi, Empress Sister Yehenala 

Menggu and Empress Wulanala Abahai.  
Qing Taizu Nu’erhachi (1559-1626) was born in a noble family of Nuzhen 

Nationality. He grew up in a period when all the tribes of Nuzhen Nationality were 
rivalling to get to the top. He set up his army with 13 armours left by his father and 
grandfather, established the eight-banner system and unified the Nuzhen tribes with 
his eight-banner army, founded the Great Jin State to stand up to the Ming Dynasty as 
an equal and occupied Liao-Shen area with his army. On the basis of the Jin State, his 
son Huangtaiji finally established the last feudal dynasty in the Chinese history – the 
Qing Dynasty. In fact, Nu’erhachi was the actual founding emperor of the Qing 
Dynasty.  

Born in a noble family of Nuzhen Nationality, Empress Sister Yehenala Menggu 
(1575-1603) was the empress of Qing Taizu and the natural mother of Qing Taizong 
Huangtaiji. She was posthumously named High Empress Xiaoci. Died before 
Nu’erhachi, she was first buried in the family cemetery in Xingjing, then moved to 
Dongjing Mausoleum in Liaoyang and finally buried into the Fuling Tomb with 
Nu’erhachi in 1629. 

Empress Wulanala Abahai (1589-1626) was also born in a noble family of 
Nuzhen Nationality. She was the other empress of Qing Taizu and the natural mother 
of Prince Rui, Duo’ergun and Prince Yu, Duoduo. After the death of Nu’erhachi, she 
was forced to be buried alive in the Fuling Tomb in the same outer coffin of 
Nu’erhachi. 
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b. History and Development 
b-1 History of the mausoleum construction  
The early construction period: 1629 (the third year of the reign of Tiancong in 

late Jin) – 1644 (the first year in the reign of Emperor Shunzhi of the Qing Dynasty), 
when Xiang Hall was built.  

Expansion and reconstruction period: 1645 (the second year in the reign of 
Emperor Shunzhi of the Qing Dynasty) – 1688 (the 27th year in the reign of Emperor), 
when the architectural system of the Fuling Tomb was finally completed. The main 
architectures in the mausoleum were built during this period, including the 
Shengongshende Stele, the Square City, Long’en Gate, Long’en Hall, Ming Pavilion, 
the Treasure City, the Treasure Peak and the Underground Palace. 

b-2 Mausoleum system development and the maintenance and protection 
history 

The architectural system of the Fuling Tomb is very similar to that of the Ming 
Tombs, so there is a clear heritage relationship between the two. The principal 
architectures of the mausoleum imitated the system of front halls and back residence 
of palaces, and are poised on the central axes based on the Sacred Way. It is the same 
as what is in the Ming Tombs. However, the horse roads on the walls of the Square 
City, the 108-step Staircase built against the slope to utilize the feature of the land, the 
Crescent City between the Square City and the Treasure City, and the staircase leading 
up and down the Square City and the Treasure City also demonstrate unique styles. 

Since the construction of the Fuling Tomb in the third year of Tiancong Period of 
the late Jin (1629), there have been following major reconstruction and maintenance 
projects: 

In the third year of Tiancong Period of the late Jin (1629), the construction of 
Fuling Tomb began, and the Dismounting Steles and the Stone Archway were built. 

In the first year of the reign of Emperor Shunzhi (1644), the Square City was 
built. 

In the 16th year of the reign of Emperor Shunzhi (1659), the turrets of the Square 
City were built. 

In September of the second year in the reign of Emperor Kangxi (1663), the 
underground palace was built and completed in November of the same year.  

In the third year of the reign of Emperor Kangxi (1664), the sacred name stele in 
front of the mausoleum was built. 

In the fourth year of the reign of Emperor Kangxi (1665), Daming Pavilion was 
built. 

In the 16th year of the reign of Emperor Kangxi (1667), Long’en Hall was built. 
In December of the 27th year of the reign of Emperor Kangxi (1688), 

Shengongshende Stele and the Stele Pavilion were built. 
In the 54th year of the reign of Emperor Kangxi (1715), Long’en Gate was 

reconstructed. 
In the third year of the reign of Emperor Yongzheng (1725), the Treasure Peak, 

the side-rooms and the read walls were repaired. 
In the ninth year of the reign of Emperor Yongzheng (1731), the river in front of 

the mausoleum was renovated. 
In the 16th year of the reign of Emperor Qianlong (1751), the turrets of the Square 

City, the eastern and western bases of Ming Pavilion, the Sacrifice Storage Room and 
the Tea Room were repaired. 

In the 20th year of the reign of Emperor Qianlong (1755), the walls of the base of 
Ming Pavilion and the Fruit Pavilion were repaired. 
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In the 27th year of the reign of Emperor Qianlong (1762), the Western Side-hall 
was repaired. 

In the 28th year of the reign of Emperor Qianlong (1763), the southwestern turret 
and the Sacrifice Storage Pavilion were repaired. 

In the 36th year of the reign of Emperor Qianlong (1771), the Eastern Side-hall 
and the southwestern turret were repaired. 

In the 41st year of the reign of Emperor Qianlong (1776), the Square City, the 
Crescent City and the Tea Room were repaired. 

In the 50th year of the reign of Emperor Qianlong (1785), Long’en Hall was 
repaired.  

In the 52nd year of the reign of Emperor Qianlong (1787), Shengongshende Stele 
Pavilion, the Tea Room and the Fruit Room were repaired. 

In the 55th year of the reign of Emperor Qianlong (1790), the Eastern Side-hall 
and the Western Side-hall, the Sacrificial Storage Pavilion, the Tea Room and the 
Fruit Room were repaired. 

In the third year of the reign of Emperor Jiaqing (1798), Long’en Hall was 
repaired. 

In the ninth year of the reign of Emperor Jiaqing (1804), Long’en Hall, the 
eastern and western Side-halls, the Main Red Gate and Shengongshende Stele 
Pavilion were repaired.  

In the 21st year of the reign of Emperor Jiaqing (1816), the platform of Ming 
Pavilion, the Square City and the turrets were repaired. 

In the 22nd year of the reign of Emperor Jiaqing (1817), the Square City, the Fruit 
Room and the Tea Room were repaired.  

In the 23rd year of the reign of Emperor Jiaqing (1818), the Ming Pavilion, the 
turrets, the Tea Room and the Eastern Red Gate and the Western Red Gate were 
repaired. 

In the fourth year of the reign of Emperor Daoguang (1824), the Big Red Gate, 
Shengongshende Stele Pavilion and the Eastern Side-hall were repaired. 

In the 14th year of the reign of Emperor Daoguang (1834), Long’en Hall and 
Lingxing Gate were repaired. 

In the 21st year of the reign of Emperor Daoguang (1841), the north wall of the 
Treasure City was repaired.  

In the 23rd year of the reign of Emperor Daoguang (1843), the three mausoleums 
in Shengjing (Yongling, Fuling and Zhaoling) were repaired.  

In the eighth year of the reign of Emperor Tongzhi (1869), Long’en Hall was 
repaired. 

In the 17th year of the reign of Emperor Guangxu (1891), Ming Pavilion was 
repaired. 

In the second year of the reign of Emperor Xuantong (1910), the Fruit Room, the 
Tea Room and the Preparation Room were repaired. 

In 1930, Fengtian Province of the Republic of China appropriated 29778 Silver 
Yuan to repair Fuling Tomb. 

In 1961, the Grand Stele Pavilion was repaired. 
In 1962, Daming Pavilion was destroyed by lightening, and was rebuilt after the 

original model 1982. 
In 1964, Long’en Gate was repaired. 
In 1980, the walls of the Square city and the turrets were repaired, and the colour 

paintings of Long’en Hall were restored. 
In 1981, the Main Red Gate, the red Fengshui walls, the Sacred Way, the 
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Treasure Peak, the front steps of Long’en Hall and the Grand Stele Pavilion were 
repaired, and the colour paintings of the Eastern Side-hall and Western Side-hall were 
restored. 

In 1982, the Grand Stele Pavilion was repaired. 
In 1986, Long’en Gate and Long’en Hall were repaired. 
In 1991, the Eastern Side-hall and the Western Side-hall were repaired. 
In 1992, the 108-step Staircase was repaired. 
In 1993, Daming Pavilion was repaired. 
In 1995, the Eastern Side-hall and Western Side-hall were repaired. 
In 2000, part of the walls of Long’en Gate was repaired. 
All repairs and maintenance were based on the principle of preserving the 

historical and original features. 
 

c. Form and Date of Most Recent Records of Property 
On 3 January 1988, the State Council of the People’s Republic of China 

announced the Fuling Tomb as one of the third batch national-level key cultural relic 
protection unit. Based on the arrangements of relevant department, a general 
inspection on the ancient architectures of the Fuling Tomb was carried out and photos 
were taken for all the architectures (with detailed records in writing). In August 1991, 
based on huge authentic historical data, a complete set of records was set up and a 
special cultural relics file was compiled. The Management Department of the Fuling 
Tomb set up a scientific record file for the Fuling Tomb based on the contents and 
formalities stipulated by the State Administration of Cultural Heritage. The file 
consists of a main volume, a supplement volume and a reference volume. The main 
volume includes the geographic location, historical development, value of the cultural 
relics, present conservation status, ongoing efforts, construction records of individual 
architecture, major events, photographs, drawing and CDs. The supplementary 
volume includes relevant legal decrees, legal stipulations, documents on the 
protection scale, document on repairs, plans, project budgets, project records and 
project completion reports. The reference volume mainly includes relevant historical 
records and writings. Currently, this file is under construction. Most of the 
photographs have been taken and the mapping for all the individual ancient 
architectures is finished.  

 
d. Present state of conservation 

Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, the Management 
Department of Fuling Tomb has always regarded the protection of the cultural relics 
as its priority task. In particular, from the end of the 1970s to the end of the previous 
century, departments at all levels input large amount of funds to enable large scale 
repairs to the Fuling Tomb, so as to equip it with complete protection and display 
systems and keep the principal architectures in satisfactory status. 

 
e. Policies and Programs Related to Presentation and Promotion of 

the Property 
The People’s Republic of China encourages and supports efforts to publicise and 

demonstrate the Fuling Tomb. Based on state laws and legal stipulations, the 
Management Agency of the Fuling Tomb often publishes articles on the Fuling Tomb 
in newspapers and magazines. It also provides special tourist guides in all spots 
opened to public as well as narration boards and exhibition guides, so as to publicise 
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the history and culture. It has arranged large-scale cultural activities in the Fuling 
Tomb, including the Exhibition of the Relics of Nu’erhachi, the Performance to 
Demonstrate Sacrificial Rituals of Emperors in the Fuling Tomb and the Exhibition of 
Photographs of the Fuling Tomb Sights. They showed the development history of the 
Fuling Tomb and its precious historical and cultural values. Meanwhile, relevant 
government departments have also strengthened effort to publicise relevant laws and 
legal stipulations, such as the Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection 
of Cultural Relics, and enhanced the awareness and the sense of responsibility of the 
general public for cultural relic protection. 
 
 



 79

4. Management 
 
a. Ownership 

Owned by the People’s Republic of China 
 

b. Legal Status 
In the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China, the item 2 of Article 22 

stipulates: “the State protects sites of scenic and historical interest, valuable cultural 
monuments and other significant items of China’s historical and cultural heritage.” 

In the Law of the People’s Republic of China on Protection of Cultural Relics, 
Item 2 of Article 5 stipulates: “sites of ancient culture, ancient tombs and cave 
temples shall be owned by the state. Immovable cultural relics including memorable 
buildings, ancient architectural structures, stone carvings, murals and typical buildings 
of modern and recent times designated for protection by the state, unless governed by 
other state regulations shall be owned by the state. ”  

On 3 January 1988, the State Council of the People’s Republic of China 
announced the Fuling Tomb as one of the third batch of national-level key cultural 
relic protection unit. 

 
c. Protective Measures and Means of Implementing Them 

The construction of the Fuling Tomb started in 1629, and the present scale has 
taken its form through various expansions and reconstruction ordered by several 
generations of emperors of the Qing Dynasty. In the Qing Dynasty, the General 
Administration Department and the Frontier Protection Department were responsible 
for the protection and management of the Fuling Tomb. The government formulated 
strict management measures, dispatched troops to guard the mausoleum, established 
the protection area and specifically stipulated in the Law of the Great Qing State 
particular articles to severely punish actions that damage the imperial mausoleums. In 
addition, in order to protect the architectures and the mountains of “dragon veins” 
from being destructed, the Qing Dynasty also set up three tiers of gray, white and red 
boundary posts, boundary tablets and dismounting steles around the mausoleum 
architectures. It expanded the protection area to over 10 Li outside the mausoleum and 
strictly prohibited any action related to hacking for firewood, digging earth and 
grazing animals. During the puppet Manchurian State period, the management of the 
Fuling Tomb was taken over by the government. However, due to lacking of funds, 
the turbulent situation and destruction by war, the relics inside the protection area 
were damaged to various degrees. After the founding of the People’s Republic of 
China in 1949, the People’s Government became responsible for the management of 
the Fuling Tomb as a cultural relic. On 3 December 1950, based on instructions of the 
Central Government, the People’s Government of the Northeast of China designated 
the management responsibility for the Fuling Tomb to the Construction Bureau of the 
People’s Government of Shenyang City. In 1956, Dongling Park Management Agency 
was established. On 1 June 1958, the responsibility to manage Dongling Park within 
the red walls was transferred to Shenyang Palace Museum. On 9 November 1959, the 
People’s Government of Shenyang City transferred the responsibility to manage the 
Fuling Tomb from the Municipal Cultural Bureau to the Municipal Construction 
Administration Bureau and set up the Dongling Park Management Agency to be 
responsible for the overall protection and management of the cultural relics in 
Dongling Park. 
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Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, three major protection and 
management measures have been adopted. 

c-1 Management in accordance with law 
Present laws governing the management include: Constitution of the People’s 

Republic of China, the Criminal Law of the People’s Republic of China, the Law of 
the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of Cultural Relics, the Law of the 
People’s Republic of China on Environmental Protection, the Law of the People’s 
Republic of China on Urban Planning, the Law of the People’s Republic of China on 
Fire Prevention, and the Forest Law of the People’s Republic of China. 

The legal regulations governing the management include: the Regulations for 
Penalties in Public Security Management of the People’s Republic of China, the 
Detailed Rules for the Implementation of the Regulations for Fire Prevention of the 
People’s Republic of China, the Measures of Liaoning Province for the 
Implementation of the Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of 
Cultural Relics and the Regulations for the Protection and Management of the One 
Palace and Two Mausoleums in Shenyang City. 

c-2 Announcing the protection unit and defining the protection area of the 
cultural relic 

On 30 September 1963, Liaoning Province announced that the Fuling Tomb was 
a provincial-level cultural relic protection unit. On 3 January 1988, the State Council 
of the People’s Republic of China announced that the Fuling Tomb was a 
national-level key cultural relic protection unit, and the cultural relics in the protection 
area were under protection. 

In 1993, the People’s Government of Liaoning Province announced the 
protection areas and construction control zones of 159 above-provincial-level cultural 
relic protection units, wherein it made clear definition for the protection area and 
construction control zone (buffer zone) of the Fuling Tomb. In 2002, the People’s 
Government of Shenyang City further expanded the protection area and construction 
control zone (buffer zones) of the Fuling Tomb. Based on relevant stipulations, the 
protection area of the Fuling Tomb is 53.86 hectares, and the size of the construction 
control zone (buffer zone) is 702.36 hectares. 

c-3 Study on and protection of the cultural relics of the Fuling Tomb and the 
environment of these cultural relics 

1. Effectively carry out research on cultural relics 
The Management department of the Fuling Tomb attaches great importance to 

scientific research on the cultural relics and to the publicity tasks. It has always given 
high priority to the protection, appropriate utilisation, publicity values and study of 
the cultural relics. So far, with joint effort from other relevant agencies, it has printed 
some books, include Fuling Tomb in Shenyang and Brief Introduction on Fuling 
Tomb. In addition, it has also published some academic theses, such as Corrections to 
the Years when Qing Taizu and Qing Taizong Were Buried in the Underground 
Palaces of Fuling and Zhaoling, Empresses and Concubines Buried in Fuling Tomb, 
Shenyang, and the Doomed Lady of Fuling Tomb. These special works and theses 
cover extensive studies in the areas of the mausoleum system, the funeral and burial 
system, the mausoleum architectures, the lives of the mausoleum owners and the 
development history of the Man Nationality. They deeply explored the historical and 
cultural contents of the Fuling Tomb and lent valuable materials for better publicising 
and demonstrating the Fuling Tomb. 

2. Effectively protect and maintain the ancient architectures 
Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, all governments of 
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Shenyang City and cultural relic management departments have tried their best to 
raise funds. They gradually increased their effort in rescue repairs for the cultural 
relics and architectures of the Fuling Tomb and in the protection and daily repairs and 
maintenance of the site. In the areas of concept design, implementation technique, use 
of materials and planning and distribution, they strictly followed the principle of 
preserving the original historical status to effectively guarantee the historical 
authenticity of the Fuling Tomb.  

3. Strengthen effort to restore the environment  
In order to protect the environment of the cultural relics and partially restore their 

historical and original appearances, the following measures have been adopted: 
(1) Planning and restoring the key protection area, clearing away dead trees, 

planting lawns and ancient pines, carrying out daily maintenance and management for 
trees inside the control zone to improve the ecological environment; 

(2) Strengthening maintenance and protection to ancient pines, conducting real 
time monitoring over the diseases and pests of ancient pines, setting up records for the 
ancient and famous trees and engaging in studies to recover the ancient pines, which 
contributed to the objectives to protect the ancient pines; 

(3) Establishing the air and environment quality monitoring station in the control 
zone of the mausoleum by the environmental protection department to monitor the 
quality of the environment and the air all the time and prevent the acid rain from 
damaging the ancient architectures; 

(4) Strictly following the overall protection plan of the Fuling Tomb formulated 
by all levels of departments; and 

(5) Implementing relevant documents and circulars issued by all levels of 
management departments on restoring the environment of the Fuling Tomb and its 
surrounding areas.  
 
d. Agencies with Management Authority 

State Administration of Cultural Heritage of the People’s Republic of China 
No. 10, North Chaoyangmen Street, Dongcheng District, Beijing, China (Postal 

code: 100020) 
Department of Culture of Liaoning Province 
No. 14, Shaoshuanfu Lane, Shenhe District, Shenyang City, Liaoning Province, 

China (Postal code: 110011) 
Bureau of Urban Construction Management of Shenyang City 
No. 58, Wu’ai Street, Shenhe District, Shenyang City, Liaoning Province, China 

(Postal code: 110015) 
Dongling Park Management Agency of Shenyang City 
No. 210, Dongling Street, Dongling District, Shenyang City, Liaoning Province, 

China (Postal code: 110161) 
 

e. Level, at which Management Is Exercised and Name and Address 
of Responsible Person 
The Fuling Tomb is a national-level key cultural relic protection unit. According 

to relevant requirements, neither the agency directly manages the Fuling Tomb, nor 
the local government nor the residents may reconstruct or add any other construction 
inside the protection area. The implementation of any major construction or protection 
project, or the addition or reconstruction of any non-cultural relic architecture inside 
the construction control zone (buffer zone), must be examined by experts and reported 
to the Shenyang City Government, the Cultural Bureau of Liaoning Province and the 
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State Administration of Cultural Heritage for approval. No agency or person may 
engage in any regulation-breaching construction inside the protection area and the 
construction control zone. Both the Central Government and the local governments at 
all levels are concerned with the protection of the authenticity and integrity of the 
Fuling Tomb, and the measures are appropriate and effective. 

Management implementation agency:  
Dongling Park Management Agency of Dongling District of Shenyang City  
Chief:  
Cui Zhengfeng 
Address:  
No. 210, Dongling Street, Dongling District, Shenyang City, Liaoning Province, 

China (Postal code: 110161) 
 

f. Agreed Plan Related to the Property 
The main management plan already approved including the following: 
The Plan to Use the World Bank Loan to Repair and Maintain the Fuling Tomb 

in Shenyang during 2002-2005  
The Planning and Design for the Green Square in front of the Entrance of 

Dongling Park in Shenyang 
 

g. Sources and Levels of Finance 
Main sources of funds for protection and management of the Fuling Tomb 

include: 
(1) Financial appropriations by the State, which totalled RMB3 million during 

1949-2000; and 
(2) Financial appropriations by the Province and the City, which totalled 

RMB500,000 during 1949-2000. 
All the above funds were used according to the principle of special funds for 

special purposes. 
 

h. Sources of Expertise and Training in the Fields of Conservation 
and Management Techniques  
The main sources of professional knowledge necessary for the maintenance and 

protection of the Fuling Tomb include the following: 
(1) Experts from the Ancient Architecture Experts Group of the State 

Administration of Cultural Heritage, experts on the history of the Qing Dynasty from 
the Palace Museum and professors from the Architecture Department of the 
Architecture Engineering Institute of Shenyang City, who have been invited to 
provide on-site guidance and assistance to the maintenance and protection work; and 

(2) Excellent staff sent to institutions of higher learning, the provincial cultural 
relic management departments, the ancient architecture office and the research office 
of the history of the Qing Dynasty of the Palace Museum and to various courses for 
training, and to engage in self-study based on their actual work. 

The Management Agency of Dongling Park holds every year the training course 
on mausoleum knowledge, the training course for narrators, the training course on 
caring for the ancient trees, the training course for security and fire prevention staff, 
the fire control demonstration excise and the training course for service staff, so as to 
continuously enhance the quality of the protection and management staff. 
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i. Visitor Facilities and Statistics 
Medium- and small-sized restaurant 1; 
Narration service office 1; 
Shopping service center (souvenir shop) 1; 
Parking ground (in front of the Main Red Gate) 1  
Toilets 2 
Boards of direction 20 
Boards of introductory remarks at buildings open to tourists 22. 

 
Visitors to the Fuling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty and Their Composition 

(in 1,000 persons) 
Composition Year 

  
Total number of 

Visitors Domestic External 
1981 227 226 1 
1982 932 930 2 
1983 336.7 335 1.7 
1984 568.8 567 1.8 
1985 591 589 2 
1986 626 624 2 
1987 570.94 570 0.94 
1988 511.6 510 1.6 
1989 500.53 500 0.53 
1990 303.4 303 0.4 
1991 375.904 375 0.904 
1992 396.67 396 0.67 
1993 300.65 300 0. 65 
1994 350.63 350 0.63 
1995 330.65 330 0.65 
1996 250.72 250 0.72 
1997 217.52 217 0.52 
1998 197.43 197 0.43 
1999 167.58 167 0.58 
2000 173.72 173 0.72 
2001 184.89 184 0.89 
Total 8114.334 8093 21.334 

 
j. Property Management Plan and Statement of Objectives  

In order to further strengthen management over ancient architectures and ancient 
pines in the Fuling Tomb and raise the levels of protection, research, display and 
publicity, the Management Agency of Dongling Park of Shenyang City formulated in 
2001 the Plan to Use the World Bank Loan to Maintain and Manage the Fuling Tomb 
in Shenyang in 2002-2005. The guiding ideology and overall objectives of this 
management plan include the following: further strengthening management over the 
Fuling Tomb according to the Convention Concerning the Protection of World 
Cultural and Natural Heritage and relevant principles and charters concerning 
protection of cultural heritage, as well as relevant laws and legal stipulations such as 
the Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of Cultural Relics; 
preliminarily creating a relatively complete management system and a dynamic 
operation system for ancient pines and ancient architectures during the Tenth 
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Five-Year Plan period; and strengthen the basic work of “four with” (with protection 
area, with protection signs, with protection management staff and with protection 
records) to maintain the ancient architectures, care for the ancient pines and the 
historical site of the mausoleum, so as to maintain the authenticity and integrity of the 
mausoleum architectures and the relevant environment forever and continuously raise 
the level of management and demonstration. 

j-1 On the protection of property and its environment  
Effectively implement the Plan to Use the World Bank Loan to Maintain and 

Manage the Fuling Tomb in Shenyang in 2002-2005 and the Planning and Design for 
the Green Square in front of the Entrance of Dongling Park in Shenyang, and 
complete the rescue repair and protection projects for some of the broken 
architectures of the imperial mausoleum not yet opened to the public by 2006. 
Thoroughly clean the interior and the surrounding environment of the mausoleum and 
remove all constructions that affect the sight and quality of environment of the 
mausoleum for a complete restoration. 

The 925 ancient pines are an important resource of beauty for the sight of the 
Fuling Tomb. During the Tenth Five-Year Plan period, efforts will be made to 
continue to use the means of modern science and technology to recover the vigour of 
and care for the trees, actively rescue and care for a group of ailing ancient pines and 
effectively strengthen regular management over afforestation and strengthen 
environmental protection. 

j-2 On the work of research 
Efforts will be made to fully utilise historical literatures, cultural relics, historical 

sites and research materials related to the Fuling Tomb and continue to conduct 
targeted scientific research and academic exchange. One or two seminars will be held 
on imperial mausoleums in the Qing Dynasty to study the characteristics of 
mausoleum architecture and the imperial mausoleum system of the Man Nationality. 
Meanwhile, efforts will be made to strengthen the construction of the scientific 
research team, train professional talents, expand scientific research areas, raise the 
level of scientific research and continuously achieve new scientific research results. 

j-3 On the work of publicity and demonstration 
Efforts will be made to continue to hold popular exhibitions and performance, 

including the exhibition of cultural relics and history of the Fuling Tomb, the 
exhibition of materials of imperial funeral history of the Qing Dynasty, the exhibition 
of photographs of spring and autumn sights of the Fuling Tomb and the performance 
to demonstrate imperial sacrifice ceremony of the Fuling. Efforts will be made to 
exploit advanced video and audio means to publicize the history and culture of the 
Fuling Tomb to both Chinese and foreign audiences.  

Effort will be made to fully utilize various media to continue to publicize the 
history and culture of the Fuling Tomb, continue to publish specialized works and 
popular readings on the culture of the Fuling Tomb and strengthen the team of 
narrators and raise the level of narration service.  

j-4 On the work of tourism  
Based on the requirements of the overall planning of Shenyang City and relevant 

cultural relic protection laws, efforts will be made to combine protection and 
utilisation on the basis of protecting the cultural relics from been damaged, and 
effectively engage in the sustainable development of the tourist industry.  

j-5 On strengthening the management team 
Efforts will be made to continuously deepen the reform of cultural heritage 

undertaking, further improve the management system, strengthen various 
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management centred on improvement of the responsibility system based on the actual 
conditions of the Fuling Tomb, complete the operation system, and adopt scientific 
management.  

Efforts will be made to include cultural heritage protection into Shenyang City’s 
overall development plan, construction planning, budget, system reform, and the 
major agenda and the target management responsibility system of the Management 
Agency of Dongling Park, and continue to strengthen protection to the cultural relics. 

Efforts will be made to effectively carry out staff training and make the training 
frequent, efficient and popular, so as to improve the legal awareness, mentality and 
professional skills of the staff. Systematically train and recruit personnel with modern 
management knowledge, especially those specialised in cultural relic protection, 
information technology and foreign languages, to infuse vitality and raise the overall 
level of the staff team. 

 
k. Staffing Level 

At present, the Management Agency of Dongling Park has 197 staff engaged in 
protection and management. Of which, 29 are professionals specialised in cultural 
relic research, historical studies, environmental planning, architectural design, ancient 
architecture repair and maintenance, cultural relic display, publicity and narration. 
They take up 15% of the total of the staff and workers. There are 35 staff with degrees 
higher than junior college education, who take up 18% of the total staff and workers.  
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5. Factors that Affect the Property 
 
a. Development Pressure 

Due to the development of industrial and agricultural productions, land use for 
scientific research and development of the tourist industry, various agricultural 
irrigation, power, communication facilities as well as more roads appeared in the 
surrounding areas of the Fuling Tomb. They affected the view of the heritage by 
certain degree. Most of them locate in the west and south of the Fuling Tomb and are 
over 120 meters away from the mausoleum area. Along with the restoration of the 
front entrance and the surrounding areas of the Fuling Tomb, the constructions nearby 
will be demolished gradually. However, continuous efforts must be made in future to 
prevent the events that violate the planning and management stipulations. 

 
b. Environmental Pressure 

The Fuling Tomb is located inside Dongling Park in the eastern suburb of 
Shenyang City. It faces River Hun in the south and against Mount Tianzhu at the back, 
and is on a land that gradually rises from south to north. Based on years of monitoring 
by the environmental and weather departments, the environmental conditions of the 
Fuling Tomb is as follows: 

The quality of atmospheric environment: the average annual value of sulphur 
dioxide (SO2) during 1996-2001was 0.010mg/m3, which conforms to the first class 
standard of the State’s Year of Air Quality. The average annual value of nitric oxide 
(Nox) during 1996-2000 was 0.016mg/m3, which conforms to the first class standard 
of the State’s Year of Air Quality. The total annual value of independent suspending 
particles (ISP) during 1996-2001 was 0.196mg/m3, which conforms to the second 
class standard of the State’s Year of Air Quality. The acidity of atmospheric 
precipitation in 2001 was between 5.80-7.38, and the frequency of acid rain was 0. 

Climate conditions: The Fuling Tomb is situated in the northern Temperate Zone 
and has a semi-humid continental climate under the influence of monsoons. Its main 
characteristics include clearly different four seasons, raining season coinciding with 
hot season, concentrated rain fall, ample sunshine, significant temperature difference 
and long winter. The annual frost-free period is 147-164 days. Most of the rain fall 
concentrates in July-September, which takes 70-80% of the annual total. The annual 
evaporation capacity is 1408-1765 mm, and the atmospheric aridity is 0.9-1.0. The 
coldest month is January. The extremely coldest temperature is -33°C, the extremely 
hottest temperature is 39.3°C, and the annual average temperature is 7.9°C. There is 
plenty of sunshine. The average annual sunshine is 2596.3 hours, the average daily 
sunshine is 7.2 hours, the longest daily sunshine is 8.6 hours (May), and the shortest is 
5.0 hours (December). In winter, the deepest snow ever was 28 cm, and the land 
freezing depth was 1.2 meters. Most of the winds come from the south. The average 
annual wind speed is 3.1m/s, and the fastest wind speed is 5m/s in April. The average 
number of precipitation days is 92.8 days. The annual average amount of precipitation 
is 743.5 mm, and the most was 1064.9 mm and the least was 341.1 mm. The depth of 
underground water is 5-25 meters. 

The above climate conditions show that the Fuling Tomb area has a long winter 
season. When brick and stone structures freeze up with humidity, they usually dilate, 
and after frost melting, they apt to break up. However, as the stone components of the 
Fuling Tomb were made of granite and the bricks were made with high fire 
temperature and high quality of earth, the stone and brick components of the Fuling 
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Tomb have not been affected much by the cold weather.  
 

c. Natural Disasters and Prevention  
Major natural disasters affecting the cultural relics of the Fuling Tomb and their 

environmental security include earthquake, fir and plague of pests. 
Earthquake: According to historical records, Shenyang area used to experience a 

destructive earthquake of 5.5 degrees (on 5 March 1965 near the Imperial Palace in 
Shenyang City). In recent years, there have been frequent minor earthquakes. During 
1971-1988, there were altogether 66 minor earthquakes, and the most serious one was 
2.7 degrees (in Yingda Township of Dongling District). 

Fire: Lightening and fire constitute significant threats to the mausoleum 
architectures. Based on relevant record, in the spring of 1962, fire cause by lightening 
burnt down the entire roof of Daming Pavilion and cracked the stone stele inside the 
pavilion. Due to remedy measures adopted by relevant departments, Daming Pavilion 
was reconstructed in 1982. 

Plague of pests: There used to be large-scale plagues of pests due to the vast size 
of the control area and numerous varieties of plants.  

In light of the above, the Management Agency of the Fuling Tomb has made 
continuous effort to strengthen management and adopted measures to strengthen fire 
prevention. It has fixed lightening rods in all the main ancient architectures in the 
mausoleum and carried out regular inspections. It also installed sufficient fire 
prevention equipment and set up a fire control team and a voluntary fire control team, 
so as to guarantee the safety of the ancient architecture group. As a result, there has 
been no serious fire hazard and fire accident for many years in succession. In addition, 
it has strengthened care and maintenance for the ancient and famous trees, set up a 
special maintenance team and adopted necessary measures to reduce plague of pests. 

 
d.  Visitor/Tourism Pressure 

Since 1978, the number of domestic and foreign visitors to the Fuling Tomb 
gradually increased. In 1981-2001 alone, more than 7.52 million tourists visited the 
Fuling Tomb. The annual average people/time reached 380,000. The highest annual 
average people/time reached 930,000, and the largest number of daily visitors 
exceeded 16,000. Tourists came mostly during April-October. The large influx of 
tourists has brought certain pressure on the protection of the Fuling Tomb mainly in 
the following five areas: 

(1) Trampling and touch by tourists that caused damage to ground bricks, stone 
carvings and ancient and famous trees; 

(2) Growing trash that polluted the environment to certain degree; 
(3) Growing number of tourists that brought more difficulties to the maintenance 

of tourist order in the mausoleum area;  
(4) Smoking by tourists that is apt to cause fire and constitutes a threat to the 

ancient architectures and the ancient and famous trees; and  
(5) Growing number of tourists that has created certain pressure on road traffic 

and parking ground.  
The Managing Agency of the Fuling Tomb has taken the following measures to 

solve the above problems: 
(1) Opened sight seeing areas outside the mausoleum to divert the pressure of 

tourists; 
(2) Set up a full-time cleaning team to clean various trash and divided solid trash 

for separate disposal to strengthen environmental protection; 
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(3) Set up a full-time team to closely cooperate with the public security agency 
residing in the mausoleum area to strengthen management over security and tourist 
order; 

(4) Defined no-smoking areas, put up sign boards to ban smoking and designated 
special staff to carry out supervision; and 

(5) Set up various road traffic signs, expanded the parking ground and 
designated special staff to guarantee good tourist traffic order.  
 
e. Number of Inhabitants within the Property Construction Area 

(Buffer Zone)  
There is no residence inside the protection area of the Fuling Tomb. However, 

there are 1000 households inside the construction control zone with a total of 3000 
people. Most of the households inside the zone out of historical reasons are situated in 
the western and southern sides of the Fuling Tomb. Houses in the western side belong 
to peasants and consist of one floor. The house most close to the mausoleum is 180 
meters away. Housing in the western side belongs to Tianzhu Mountain Villa, most of 
which have two to six floors and are modeled after the ancient architectures. The one 
most close to the mausoleum is 120 meters away. Since all the above mentioned 
constructions are located certain distance away from the mausoleum, they have not 
yet constituted significant threat to the latter. However, for the long-term interest of 
heritage protection, starting from 2002, residential housing affecting the mausoleum 
will be resettled away gradually, which will be completed by the end of 2010.  

 
f. Other Factors  
 None. 
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6. Monitoring 
 
a.  Key Indicators for Measuring the State of Conservation  

a-1 Perfection ratio of conservation 
At present, there are 32 various ancient architectures (architectural groups) in the 

Fuling Tomb. Of which, 40% are partially broken and need repair, 45% are basically 
intact, and 15% remain fully intact.  

a-2 Major indexes affecting the quality and safety of the wood structured 
buildings 

Leaking of roofs: Some roofs now suffer from leakage due to damages to the 
tiles. The repair and anti-seepage measures are planned for implementation.  

Damage, breaking, rotten and decay of the wooden components of the 
architectures: Due to roof leakage, some wooden components now suffer from these 
problems at various degrees and will be mended according to the principle of 
maximum conservation of the original status. 

a-3 Major phenomena of influences upon the quality and safety of brick and 
stone structures  

Surface weathering and damage: daily monitoring, timely prevention, and gluing 
and repairs. 

 
b.  Administrative Arrangements for Monitoring the Property  

The Central Government, all levels of governments of Liaoning Province and 
Shenyang City and the cultural relic management departments have always attached 
great importance to the protection of the cultural relics of the Fuling Tomb. In 
particular, the Urban Construction Management Bureau of Shenyang City and the 
Management Agency of Dongling Park, which shoulders the daily management 
responsibility, have a relatively complete and effective heritage monitoring system. 
The Technical Section and the Management Office of the Fuling Tomb are in charge 
of monitoring over the quality of the main architectures and the affiliated architectures 
of the entire mausoleum. They make timely patrols to grasp the details conditions of 
various buildings and put forward timely maintenance and repair proposals to the 
upper level management department and formulate maintenance and protection plans 
and programs. They recruit construction teams qualified for maintaining ancient 
architectures to implement the construction strictly according to plans approved by 
the State Administration of Cultural Heritage, and employing provincial and 
municipal ancient architecture experts to check and supervise the overall quality of 
the construction. The Gardening Section is responsible for monitoring the mausoleum 
environment, formulating plans to restore the mausoleum environment, handling 
events that affect the view and quality of the mausoleum environment in a timely 
manner, and providing guidance to afforestation to improve the quality of the 
environment. The Security Section is responsible for monitoring the security of the 
mausoleum buildings; making timely proposals to guarantee the security of the 
cultural relics; checking the functions of the lightening prevention facilities, fire 
prevention facilities and theft prevention facilities; organizing professional training 
for the fire control team and taking command of fire control operations. As all staff 
and workers of all relevant functional departments give full account and devotion to 
their work, they have guaranteed the safety of the property.  
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Chart of System for Monitoring of the Fuling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty 
 

The Monitoring 
Leadership 

Group 

Group leader: Cui Zhengfeng 
Deputy group leader: Tang Wei 
Members: Zhao Lin, Tao Yanhong, Liu Xintai, Wang Changzhi 
and Zhang Yong 

Items to be 
monitored 

1. Conservation status of all ancient architectures of the Fuling 
Tomb, including houses, walls, brick grounds, watercourses, 
bridges, tunnels, rain water drainage canals, and accessories on the 
ancient architectures (stone gates, horizontal tablets, couplets, 
stone carvings and colour paintings); 
2. Current status of the ancient pines inside the mausoleum area of 
the Fuling Tomb; 
3. Security of the cultural relics and the ancient pines of the Fuling 
Tomb; and 
4. The environment of the Fuling Tomb. It is required that the 
quality of air is better than Class II, the quality of underground 
water reaches Class II, and the level of noise reaches Class II. 

The systems for 
management of 

monitoring 

1. Making regular monitoring record; 
2. Reporting to the Monitoring Leadership Group once every half 
month; 
3. Summarizing monitoring information of the property once 
every half year; and 
4. Setting up a plant protection team to monitor the plague of pests 
to the ancient pines all year round. 

 
c. Results of Previous Reporting Exercises 

Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, and especially over the 
past few years, continuous efforts have been made to strengthen protection over the 
property and successive documents have been formulated on the protection of the 
properties, which mainly include the following:  

c-1 Implementation Plan for the Overall Maintenance Project to Repair the 
Architectures of the Mausoleum, Especially, Daming Pavilion of the Fuling Tomb, 
formulated by the Garden Management Division of Shenyang City in 1978. 

In May 1962, a fire caused by lightening totally destroyed Daming Pavilion and 
partially damaged other buildings in its vicinity. Based on actual survey, the Garden 
Management Division of Shenyang City made this report to propose the plan to repair 
and protect Daming Pavilion, the walls of the Square City, the four turrets, the colour 
paintings of Long’en Hall, the Main Red Gate, the brick roads, the Treasure Peak, the 
staircase of Long’en Hall, the Grand Stele Pavilion and the colour paintings of the 
Eastern Side-hall and the Western Side-hall. The plan was approved by relevant 
department and was implemented in the same year. The project lasted for five years 
and was completed in 1983 with an expense of RMB25.63 million. It is the first 
large-scale repair activity in the Fuling Tomb after the founding of the People’s 
Republic of China. 

c-2 Implementation Plan for Erecting Fire-Watch Towers, formulated by the 
Park Management Division of Shenyang City in 1991. 

This report analyzed the fire prevention situation in the mausoleum areas and its 
protection area and control zone and proposed the implementation plan for the project 
to erect fire-watch towers outside the mausoleum. The project was completed in May 
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of the same year. 
c-3 Implementation Plan for the Project to Repair the Stringed Tiles on the 

Roofs of the Eastern Side-hall and the Western Side-hall in the Mausoleum, 
formulated by the Park Management Division of Shenyang City in 1991. 

This report proposed a repair plan based on survey and analysis of the damaged 
roof tiles and water leakage problem of the Eastern Side-hall and the Western 
Side-hall. The plan was implemented and completed in the same year. 

c-4 Implementation Plan for the Project to Repair the Walls of the 108-step 
Staircase and the Walls of the Square City, formulated by the Park Management 
Agency of Shenyang City in 1992. 

The report proposed the repair and protection plan based on the current status of 
the 108-step Staircase and the walls of the Square City. It was completed in the same 
year. 

c-5 Implementation Plan for the Project to Extend the Western Red Wall of 
the Mausoleum by 70 Meters and to Repair the Eastern Side-hall and the 
Western Side-hall, formulated by the Park Management Agency of Shenyang 
City in 1995. 

This report proposed a repair plan based on survey and analysis of the current 
status of the ancient architectures of the mausoleum and the actual situation of the 
damages. The plan was fully implemented in the same year. 

c-6 Implementation Plan for the Project to Renovate the Lightening 
Prevention Facilities, formulated by the Park Management Agency of Shenyang 
City in 1995. 

This report proposed a renovation plan based on survey and analysis of the 
lightening prevention facilities of the ancient architectures inside the mausoleum. It 
changed the original one-ground-line facilities to two-ground-line facilities on the 
large individual architectures and installed one lightening rod on each end of the main 
ridges of the large individual architectures, so as to protect the ancient architectures 
from been struck by lightening with maximum possibility. The plan was implemented 
and completed in the same year. 

c-7 The Survey and Analysis of the Paints and Colour Paintings on Ancient 
Architectures of the Mausoleum, formulated by the Park Management Agency of 
Shenyang City in 1997. 

It proposed a repair plan based on the actual situation of the falling off and 
fading paints. It was fully implemented in the same year. 
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7.  Documentation  
 
a. Drawings, Slides and Video Tapes 

a.1 Drawings 
Drawing 1. General Layout of the Fuling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty 
Drawing 2. Front View of the Main Red Gate and the Screen Wall Facing the 

Gate 
Drawing 3. West-side View of Long’en Hall 
Drawing 4. Front View, Back View and Top View of the Archway  
Drawing 5. Sectional View of the Fuling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty 
Drawing 6. Front View of the Grand Stele Pavilion 
Drawing 7. Sectional View of the Grand Stele Pavilion 
Drawing 8. Ground Floor of the Grand Stele Pavilion 
Drawing 9. Front View of the Washing Room 
Drawing 10. Front View of Long’en Gate 
Drawing 11. Structure of the Girders and Frames of Long’en Gate 
Drawing 12. Front View of the Western Side-hall 
Drawing 13. Front View of the Southern Side of Long’en Hall 
Drawing 14. Front View of the Turret 
Drawing 15. Front View of Daming Pavilion 
a-2 Slides (to be attached separately) 
a-3 Video (to be attached separately) 

 
b.  Copies of Property Management Plans and Extracts of Other 
Plans Relevant to the Property As Well As Excerpts of the Laws and 
Regulations Regarding Property Management 
 

I. Constitution of the People’s Republic of China (adopted by the 
fifth meeting of the Fifth Session of the National People’s Congress on 4 
December 1982 and issued for implementation on 4 December 1982) 
(Excerpt)  

Omitted, same as for Yongling Tomb. 
 
II. The Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of 

Cultural Relics (adopted by the 25th meeting of the Standing Committee 
of the Fifth Session of the National People Congress on 19 November 
1982, and amended on the 30th meeting of the Standing Committee of the 
Ninth Session of the National People’s Congress on 28 October 2002) 
(Excerpt). 

Omitted, same as for Yongling Tomb. 
 
III. Measures of Liaoning Province for the Implementation of the 

Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of Cultural 
Relics (adopted by the 21st meeting of the Standing Committee of the Six 
Session of the People’s Congress of Liaoning Province on 20 July 1986) 
(Excerpt). 
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Omitted, same as for Yongling Tomb. 
 
IV. Circular on the Announcement of the Protection Scopes and 

Construction Control Zones of 159 Above-provincial-level Cultural Relic 
Protection Units (document of the People’s Government of Liaoning 
Province, L.Z.F. [1993] No. 8) (Excerpt) 

… 
Annex 1: 

Scope of protection and construction control zone of the units of cultural relics 
under protection 

Scope of protection and construction control zone of units of cultural relics under key 
protection at the state level 

… 
2. The Fuling Tomb (at the Dongling Street, Dadong Distric, Shenyang City) 
Scope of protection: 
The zone of key protection: inside the red walls of the Square City. 
The zone of ordinary protection: within 120 meters outside the red walls of the 

Square City in the east, west and north; and within 138 meters in the south to Shen-Fu 
Road (north line). 

The construction control zone: outside the ordinary protection zone to the 
enclosing walls of Dongling Park in the east, west and north. The height of buildings 
inside this area is controlled under 6 meters, and the style, model and size of the 
buildings must match the mausoleum architectures. 

… 
Annex 2: 
Notes on the scope of protection and construction control zone of units of 

cultural relics under protection 
Omitted, same as for Yongling Tomb 

 
V. Management Regulations for the Protection of the One Palace and 

the Two Mausoleums (Excerpt) 
… 
Article 2. The one palace and two mausoleums mentioned in these regulations 

refer to the Imperial Palace in Shenyang, the Fuling Tomb and the Zhaoling Tomb of 
the Qing Dynasty. 

Article 3. The protection of the one palace and two mausoleums should abide by 
the policy of focusing on protection and rescue. It should follow the principles of 
effective protection, appropriate exploitation and strengthening management, and 
appropriately deal with the relations of protecting the one palace and two mausoleums, 
urban construction, and development and utilisation. 

Article 4. The City People’s Government should include the protection of the one 
palace and two mausoleums into its national economic and social development plans 
and list the necessary funds into its financial budgets. 

The funds for the protection and maintenance of the one palace and two 
mausoleums should be used only for the designated purposes without any 
embezzlement. 

Article 5. The City Cultural Relic Management Department is the competent 
administrative agency in charge of the protection and management of the one palace 
and two mausoleums, and the agencies in the one palace and two mausoleums are 
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responsible for the specific protection and management tasks. 
All levels of government departments should, based on their own responsibilities, 

cooperate with the competent cultural relic administrative agency to carry out 
effective protection and management of the one palace and two mausoleums. 

Article 6. All government organs, groups, public institutions, enterprises and 
other organisations as well as individual persons inside the administrative region of 
this City have the obligation to protect the one palace and two mausoleums. 

All units and individual persons visiting, touring, studying or conducting other 
activities in the one palace and two mausoleums should abide by these regulations. 

Article 7. The City People’s Government and the competent cultural relic 
administrative department should organise effective implementation according to the 
protection plans approved by the state for the one palace and two mausoleums. 

Article 8. The one palace and two mausoleums protection management agency 
and its staff should strictly execute the laws, provide civilised services, strengthen 
scientific research in the technology to protect the one palace and two mausoleums 
and raise the protection and management level. 

Article 9. Projects to repair the one palace and two mausoleums must abide by 
stipulations in relevant laws and regulations and report, through necessary levels, to 
the State Administration of Cultural Heritage for approval. The protection and repair 
of the one palace and two mausoleums must not alter the original status and 
appearances of the cultural relics. 

Article 10. The competent cultural relic administrative department should set up 
protection signs for the one palace and two mausoleums. No unit or individual person 
may move, damage and remove them without permission. 

Article 11. The scope of protection of the one palace and two mausoleums are 
divided into key protection zones and the ordinary protection zones. 

… 
Key protection area of the Fuling Tomb: inside the red walls of the Square City. 

Ordinary protection zone: within 120 meters outside the red walls of the Square City 
in the east, west and north; and within 138 meters to Shen-Fu Road (north line) in the 
south. 

… 
Article 12. The construction control zones is demarcated outside the protection 

area of the one palace and two mausoleums 
… 
The construction control zone of the Fuling Tomb: outside the protection zone to 

the enclosing walls of Dongling Park in the north, to the park wall and from the wall 
to the extension line of the north bank of River Hun in the east, to the third ring road 
in the west, and to the north bank of River Hun in the south. 

… 
Article 13.  
… 
No building and structure irrelevant to the one park and two mausoleums may be 

erected within their protection areas. Any existing buildings of such should be 
demolished and resettled. Those necessary to remain for special reasons should be 
approved by the competent cultural relic administrative agency. The construction of 
any new building or structure related to the protection of the one park and two 
mausoleums should be approved by the competent cultural relic administrative agency 
before undertaking any relevant procedure. 

Article 14. All building and structure to be constructed inside the construction 
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control zones of the one palace and two mausoleums must be approved by the 
competent cultural relic administrative department and competent urban planning 
administrative department. 

… 
Inside the construction control zone of the Fuling Tomb, the height of buildings 

within the enclosing walls of the Park is controlled under 6 meters, and the height and 
style of buildings and structures outside the enclosing walls of the Park must match 
that of the surrounding areas. 

… 
Article 15. Inside the protection area and construction control zone of the one 

palace and two mausoleums, no facility that endangers the one palace and two 
mausoleums may be built, and no building or structure that does not match the styles, 
height, size and colour in the areas of the one palace and two mausoleums may be 
constructed.  

Article 16. No high building constructed outside the protection areas and the 
construction control zones of the one palace and two mausoleums may affect the 
visual effect of the one palace and two mausoleums with its height.  

Article 17. No construction project or explosion, drilling and excavation activity 
that affects the safety of the cultural relics of the one palace and two mausoleums is 
allowed to be conducted. Any such activities that must be conducted around the one 
palace and two mausoleums must be reported to the competent cultural relic 
administrative agency for examination, and then handed over to the People’s 
Government of Shenyang City and the People’s Government of Liaoning Province for 
approval. Prior to the approval, they must seek the agreement from the Cultural Relics 
Management Department of the State Council. 

Article 18. Around the one palace and two mausoleums, no facility that pollutes 
the one palace and two mausoleums and their environment may be constructed, and 
no activity that may affect the safety of the cultural relics of the one palace and two 
mausoleums and their environment may be conducted. Any facility that pollutes the 
cultural relic protection unit and its environment should be ordered for rectification 
within designated timeline. 

Article 19. All necessary archaeological excavation by institutions of 
archaeological research and higher learning within the protection area of the one 
palace and two mausoleums for scientific research should obtain the agreement from 
the competent cultural relic administration agency of the City and be approved via 
legal procedures. 

Article 20. Approval documents of the State Cultural Relics Management 
Department should be presented when any film, TV play, professional video program 
or professional photography need to shoot the inside and outside views of the one 
palace and two mausoleums. The shooting must be conducted under the supervision 
of the cultural relic protection management personnel of the one palace and two 
mausoleums.  

Article 21. Plotting of the ancient architectures in the one palace and two 
mausoleums should be agreed by the competent cultural relics administration 
department of the city, reported to the provincial competent cultural relic 
administration department for approval, and conducted under the supervision of the 
cultural relics protection management personnel of the one palace and two 
mausoleums. 

Article 22. The following acts are forbidden within the scope of protection of the 
one palace and two mausoleums: 
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(1) Damaging the ancient architectures and their affiliated articles and the 
ancient pines; 

(2) Damaging the protection facilities; 
(3) Writing, painting, carving, posting anything or climbing onto the cultural 

relics and their protection facilities; 
(4) Putting any advertisement in the key protection area; 
(5) Spitting, pissing or throwing trash at will; 
(6) Chaotic handling of trash and discharging sewage; 
(7) Smoking in the area with non-smoking sign; 
(8) Photographing in the area with no-photographing sign; 
(9) Picnicking, burning tree leaves, waste grass and trash and setting off 

firecrackers; 
(10) Building cemetery; 
(11) Cutting woods and damaging the vegetation without permission; 
(12) Storing explosives, inflammables, blowing up the mountains, digging earth, 

quarrying or kilning and other activities that that may alter the land view; and 
(13) Other acts that may damage the cultural relics and affect their sights. 
Article 23. Driving motor vehicle inside the key protection area of the one palace 

and two mausoleums is prohibited. 
Article 24. No unit or individual person may conduct any business activity 

within the key protection zones of the one palace and two mausoleums before 
undertaking relevant procedures in relevant department and obtaining agreement from 
the competent cultural relics administration agency of the City. 

… 
 
VI. Written Reply of the State Council of the People’s Republic of 

China to the Overall Urban Planning of Shenyang City (10 January 2000) 
(Excerpt) 

… 
G.  must attach sufficient importance to the protection of famous historical and 

cultural cities. … must emphasis on the protection of … historical streets and …The 
Fuling Tomb and all other levels of cultural relics protection units and their 
surrounding areas. 

… 
 

VII. The Overall Urban Planning of Shenyang City (1996-2010) 
(Excerpt) 

… 
H. Protection and tourism of famous historical and cultural cities 

… 
67. Cultural relics units under priority protection include: the 59 above-city-level 

cultural relic, historical site and ancient architecture protection projects, 
including …The Fuling Tomb…. The scope of protection includes the principal parts 
and the already defined protection zones around it. … 

… 
69. …The Fuling Tomb shall keep the overall view of the original architectural 

groups. No new buildings or structures may be constructed inside the forest of the 
ancient pines around the mausoleum walls. 

… 
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VIII.  The Plan to Use the World Bank Loan to Protect, Repair and 
Manage the Fuling Tomb in Shenyang City in 2002-2005 (Excerpt) 

… 
The project to repair the Main Red Gate and the screens on the two sides. 
… 

The East and West Red Gates Repair Project 
… 
C.  Repair Plan 
1. Repair the roof, replace part of the decorative ornaments and tiles, up to 

50% of the original. 
2. Relocate and secure the wall-skirt base stones and replaster the walls.  
3. Clean the plastered surface of the gates to the wooden base, followed by 

applying one layer of hemp and five coats of mortar, finished with three coats of 
paint. 

4. The door-knobs should be secured or repaired.  
5. Readjust the internal roof structure; replace with black bricks at the 

caustic-corroded places inside the gateways, as necessary. 
… 

Fence Wall Repair Project 
… 
C. Repair Plan 
1. Repair, polish and patch up the wall skirts. 
2. The plastered wall surface should be smoothed over with the same material 

as the original and patched up where necessary, finally covered with red colouring.  
3. Where there are damaged wall-ridge tiles, ornaments, water-drop eaves and 

tiles, the originals should be dismantled and sent to tile restoration shop for remaking, 
followed by reinstallation according to historical records and restoration to the 
original.  

… 
Repair Project of the Main Red Gate and the Two Screen Walls 

… 
C. Repair Plan 

… 
1. Repair part of the roof and replace as necessary the broken or 

weather-damaged tiles or ornaments.  
2. Clean away the caustic-corroded wall skirts, replace and restore part of them 

to the original state.  
3. Clean the plastered surface of the gates to the wooden base thoroughly and , 

followed by applying with one layer of hemp and five coats of mortar, finished with 
three coats of silver-red paint and two coats of lacquer. The door knobs should be 
resecured.  

4. According to research, the original floor inside the gateway was of 
large-size square black bricks. 

… 
Repair Project of the 108-step Staircase 

… 
C. Repair Plan 
… 
1. Restore to the original the 108-steps Stone Staircase.  
2. Replace all the golden glazed tiles on-top of the walls.  
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… 
Repair Project for the Grand Stele Building 

… 
Repair Plan 
… 
1. The roof will be replaced by glazed tiles lined into ridges.  
2. All wooden structures with plaster covering shall be cleaned to the wooden 

base, places with cracks should be reopened and filled with bamboo wedges, followed 
by applying with one layer of hemp and five coats of mortar, finished with three coats 
of paint.  

3. The decorative paintings will be thoroughly cleaned with the rolling dough 
method and photographs and rubbings will be taken. After the base is restored, new 
paintings will be done.  

4. The wall skirt stones will be restored and secured, and the wall skirts rebuilt 
where necessary.  

… 
Repair Project for Long’en Gate 

… 
C. Repair Plan 
… 
1. The weather-damaged parts of the walls shall be cleared and refilled; the 

cracks repaired and smoothed over, until no crack is visible. 
2. The gate doors and door-knobs shall be repaired, the plastered parts shall be 

cleaned to the wooden base, followed by applying with one layer of hemp and five 
coats of mortar, finished with three coats of paint and two coats of lacquer.  

3. The caustic-corroded parts inside the gateway walls will be replaced with 
black bricks, then the surface will be smoothed or patched over.  

4. Where there are cracks or break-offs in the plastered parts, they shall be 
cleaned to the wooden base; where there are cracks in the wooden structures, they 
should be reopened, filled with bamboo wedges, followed by applying with one layer 
of hemp and five coats of mortar. Where the decorative paintings are fading, they 
should be cleaned with the rolling-dough method, photographed or rubbings taken for 
the record. Repaintings should be done according to the appropriate building date and 
grade; the decorative carved wooden beam supports should be supplemented as 
necessary. Where there are structural shifting or leaning, it will be corrected by beam 
or column replacement. 

5. Replace tiles, ridge covers, repair or replace glazed ornaments.  
6. When retiling the roof, if there are damaged roof planks or cross beams, 

they should be replace.  
… 

Repair Project for the Square City and the turrets 
… 
C. Repair Plan 
1. Repair the walls with selective replacement, mending or rebuilding.  
2. Selective mending: As result of local caustic corrosion, the hollowed or 

damaged wall parts locate in the lower-middle sections of the walls. Selective 
replacement is used to serve the purpose.  

3. Rebuilding: As a result of caustic corrosion or expansion, the damaged wall 
parts tend to appear in upper sections of walls. This method is for these situations.  

4. Clear the plastered parts covering the wooden structures to the wooden base, 
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followed by applying with one layer of hemp and five layers of mortar, finished with 
coats of paint and colour paintings.  

5. Replace the glazed roof tiles.  
6. Replace part of the damaged roof planks and redo the waterproof layer.  
7. Re-pave the top of the Square City walls with stone.  
… 

Repair Project for Long’en Hall 
… 
C. Repair Plan 
… 
1. The banisters and columns shall be repaired with both traditional and 

modern techniques. The missing carving parts will be repaired according to the 
original.  

2. The shifted parts will be repositioned and the seriously misplaced parts will 
be renumbered and rebuilt.  

3. The surface of the Xumi base shall be re-paved, covered with refill of 
stamped lime and earth mixture, at a ratio of 3:7.  

4. Re-align the roof tiles and ridge pieces, add new tiles where necessary.  
5. Clear wood structures covered with plaster to the wooden base and followed 

by applying with one layer of hemp and five layers of mortar, finished with three 
coats of coloured paint and one coat of lacquer.  

… 
Repair Projects for the Eastern and Western Side Halls 

… 
C. Repair Plan 
1. Selectively replace the tiles, using the original ones as far as possible.  
2. Repair carved wooden beam supports and finish with colour paintings; and 

restore the walls with mending, rebuilding and so on.  
3. Wherever leakage appeared, dismantle the roof planks and replace them 

with the same material, followed by waterproofing and plastering over.  
4. Clear the plastered wooden parts to the wooden base. In earlier repairs, a 

large amount of modern material was used. This will be corrected during the current 
repair. The wooden parts will be covered with one layer of hemp and five layers of 
mortar, finished with new paint.  

5. The faded or damaged paintings should be restored to their original state 
through repairs and those paintings wrongly restored earlier should be corrected this 
time.  

6. Cracks on the main beams should be treated as follows: clear the cracks, 
hammer in bamboo wedges, fill in glue, apply plaster and cover with one layer of 
hemp and five layers of mortar. The finished colour should be the same as the 
original.  

7. Repair the foundation path and the pavement on top.  
… 

Repair Projects for the Fruit House and the Guard of Honor House 
… 
C. Repair Plan 
1. Replace roof tiles (using 90% of original) where there is dislocation or 

cracks.  
2. Clear plaster covered wooden structures to the wooden base and then clear 

the cracks, hammer in bamboo wedges, fill in glue, apply plaster and cover with one 
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layer of hemp and five layers of mortar, finished with paints and colour paintings and 
decorative relief, same as the original.  

3. Replace part of the banisters with SBS waterproofing.  
4. Patch up or rebuild parts of the walls.  
5. Repaint the doors and windows to match the original colours.  
6. Supplement where needed carved animal ornaments or carved wooden beam 

supports.  
7. Restore to its original position the foundation path and the pavement on top.  
… 

Repair Project for Daming Pavilion 
… 
C. Repair Plan 
1. Use traditional methods to apply plaster to wooden structures, followed by 

paint coating and painting.  
2. Repair door knobs, doors and windows and repaint them.  
3. Repair damaged wall sections.  
4. When repairing the roof, use as much as possible the original tiles and 

replace with new ones when necessary.  
… 

Repair Project for the Crescent City 
… 
C. Repair Plan 
1. As indicated by survey, the original wall was made of meshing bricks. It is 

suggested to dismantle all half-size bricks along the inner wall of the Crescent City 
near the Daming Building, sank hidden nails and place meshing bricks.  

… 
Repair Project for the Treasure City and Treasure Peek 

… 
C. Repair Plan 
1. Replace damaged bricks or rebuild sections of the Treasure City wall where 

necessary.  
2. Clean off grass on top of the Treasure Peek and use the traditional method 

for repairs: Stamp with lime and earth mixture, added with glutinous rice porridge, 
and sealed off with hemp and lime mixture.  

… 
 

IX. The Plan to Afforest the Square in front of the Entrance of 
Dongling Park in Shenyang (Excerpt) 

… 
A. General provisions 
… 
3. The Planning Concept and Principles 
The objective is to reflect the historical layout of the area in front of the Fuling 

Tomb and clarify historical sequence of the entire mausoleum area based on research 
in the historical traditions and characteristics of the imperial mausoleum architectures 
of the Qing Dynasty, especially of those before the Qing troops entered Shanhaiguan 
Pass. However, care will be taken to treat historical factors, so as to observe the 
principle of respecting historical authenticity and make the Fuling Tomb better 
conform to the criterions of the World Cultural Heritage.  

… 
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D. Section design 
… 
4. The square in front of the mausoleum 
The scope of the square in front of the mausoleum is within the boundary from 

the south wall of the mausoleum in the south to the north of Hupi (tiger skin) Valley 
and between the extension lines of the eastern and western walls on both the eastern 
and western sides of the mausoleum. The total size is about 27,500 m2, and the green 
area will take up about 11,000 m2.  

… 
5. The Fengshui Mountain and Hupi Valley 
According to historical records and pictures, there was a Hupi Valley in front of 

the Fuling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty. South of Hupi Valley stood a mountain 
surrounded by rocky river banks. It served as the background of the area in front of 
the mausoleum and was also referred to as table mountain in Fengshui theory. In the 
design, an earth mound with a peak of about 2.4 meter will be made in the south side 
of the square to restore the historical layout, as well as to prevent the vehicles on the 
roads to affect the historical appearances. Meanwhile, it will also protect the 
mausoleum area from being affected traffic noise from Dongling Road, create a 
relatively quiet and secluded area in front of the mausoleum and enhance the 
historical atmosphere of the imperial mausoleum. The size of the area for the 
Fengshui Mountain and Hupi Valley is about 13,000 m2, … 

6. The natural ecological park 
The villages current located in the western side of the land will be turned in to an 

ecological park, … 
… 
8. The land for afforestation on the eastern side of the square in front of the 

mausoleum  
In order to include the eastern Dismounting Stele into the area to protect the 

historical cultural relic, this plan will move the exiting road on the eastern side of the 
land to be used to the east of the eastern Dismounting Stele. The new road will be 
used for logistic management and by VIP visitors. … 
 

X. The Plan on Development of Tourism at the Fuling Tomb of the 
Qing Dynasty (Excerpt) 

… 
2. The scope of plan 
The scope of plan is Dongling Park of Shenyang City. It is to Shen-Fu Road 

(north line) in the south, to the third ring road in the west, and to the park walls in the 
east and north. The focus is to make a comprehensive planning for Dongling Park 
where Fuling Tomb is located.  

3. The Guiding ideology of the plan 
The Fuling Tomb is the most stately imperial mausoleum architectural complex 

among the three imperial mausoleums in Shengjing. Its buildings blend in the 
architectural arts of Man and Han Nationalities and are an outstanding model of 
Chinese ancient architectures. Tourism development of the Fuling Tomb should be 
based on strengthening the protection and publicity of the historical cultural relics, 
and deeply explore the rich cultural reserves of the Fuling Tomb, turn the Fuling 
Tomb into a famous tourist sight in China and realize the sustainable development of 
the Fuling Tomb. Meanwhile, through comprehensive development of tourist 
resources in the surrounding areas of the Fuling Tomb, efforts should be made to 
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promote the overall local social and economic progress.  
… 
5. The Planned Projects 
… 
(2) Restore the original displays of the Qing Dynasty in Long’en Hall and 

reproduce the original display of the imperial mausoleum in the Qing Dynasty in 
Xiang Hall. 

(3) Hold regular exhibition of the painted pictures of emperors of the Qing 
Dynasty and exhibition of customs and cultural of Man Nationality in the eastern and 
western side-halls to promote the historical culture. 

(4) Hold regular performance of imperial sacrifice ceremony to reproduce the 
scene of ritual activities of the Qing Dynasty. 

(5) Develop tourist souvenirs with the characteristics of the mausoleum, such as 
souvenir coins with the picture of Nu’erhachi and postcards with the pictures of 
emperors of the Qing Dynasty. 

6. Set up kiosk and tourist souvenir shop inside the protection area that do not 
affect the protection of the cultural relics to serve the tourists. 

… 
 
XI. Regulations on the Monitoring and Protection of the Ancient 

Architectural Structures and Ancient Pines of the Fuling Tomb of the 
Qing Dynasty (Excerpt) 

… 
Article 2. The Gardening Section is responsible for monitoring and protecting 

the ancient architectures and ancient pines of the Fuling Tomb. The protection scope 
includes: all ancient architectures of the Fuling Tomb, including houses, walls, brick 
floors, river courses, bridges, tunnels, rain water canals and accessories of the ancient 
architectures (stone gates, horizontal steles, couplets, stone carvings and colour 
paintings). 

Article 3. The Gardening Section should conduct regular monitoring over the 
ancient architectures and ancient pines, and effectively grasp their existing status and 
set up accounting cards. It should regularly report the monitoring results to the 
Management Agency and make relevant proposals. 

… 
Article 5. The Gardening Section is responsible for the maintenance, repair, 

rescue, reinforcement, and priority repair of the ancient architectures. It must not 
install anything to cover or shelter the external appearance and interior construction 
structures of the main architectures. It must not install other equipment and facilities 
without authorization. In case they are necessary for the protection of the ancient 
architectures or for other special needs, it must obtain the opinion of the Gardening 
Section, report to the competent leader for agreement and then to the relevant upper 
level department for approval. 

Article 6. The Gardening Section is responsible for formulating the maintenance 
plan and maintenance measures for the ancient pines and carrying out implementation. 
For any ancient pine that died a natural death, it must investigate the reason, propose a 
disposal plan and report to the upper level competent department for approval before 
handling the tree. 

… 
Article 10. All the designs, construction implementation requirements as well as 

examination and approval procedures of ancient architecture repair must strictly 



 103

follow relevant state regulations. 
…  
Article 13. New technology and new materials to be adopted to protect the 

ancient architectures and ancient pines must undergo relevant-level scientific 
appraisal and report to the upper level competent department for approval prior to use. 

Article 14. Based on investigation, the Gardening Section must gradually 
complete the overall mapping of the ancient architectures of Fuling Tomb, and collect 
and sort out relevant documentation and physical materials to set up complete and 
scientific records for the ancient architectures. 

… 
Article 16. The Gardening Section has the responsibility to make proposals to the 

Management Agency to handle acts in violation of these regulations. The staff and 
workers of the Management Agency have the obligation to report to relevant 
department any problem related to the protection and maintenance of the ancient 
architectural structures and ancient pines. 

… 
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House 

Monograph 

2 Eastern Excursion 
of the Qing Dynasty 

Emperors 

PRC Wang Peihuan Liaoning University 
Press 

Monograph 

3 Normalities of 
Mausoleums of the 

Qing Dynasty 
Emperors and Their 

Architectural 
Features 

PRC Li Rongfa & Shen 
Xiuqing 

Compilation of 
Essays of the 

Fushun 
International 
Seminar on 

Pre-Qing Dynasty 
History and 

Manchu Culture 

Treatise 

4 Simplified Annals 
of Ten Counties of 

Shenyang 

PRC  Compiled in 1959 
by Shenyang Center 

of Culture and 
History 

Monograph 

5 Mausoleums of Past 
Chinese Emperors 

PRC Luo Zhewen & Luo 
Yang 

Shanghai Cultural 
Publishing House, 

1984 

Monograph 

6 A Study on the 
History of Ancient 

China’s 
Entombment 

System 

PRC Yang Kuan Shanghai People’s 
Publishing House, 

1985 

Monograph 

7 The Origin and 
Evolution of 
Entombment 

System in Ancient 
China 

PRC Yang Kuan Journal of Fudam 
University, May 

1981 

Treatise 

8 Fuling PRC Lu Haiying Fuling, Shenyang  
Northeast 

University Press 

Treatise 

9 Corrections to the 
Dating of 

Entombment of 
Emperors Taizu and 
Taizong of the Qing 
Dynasty into Fuling 

and Zhaoling 
Tombs 

PRC Li Fengmin & Lu 
Haiying 

Ethnic Studies 
Journal, fourth issue 

of 1995 

Treatise 

 
d.  Address Where the Inventory, Records and Archives Are Held of 

the heritage 
The Management Agency of Dongling Park 
No. 210, Dongling Street, Dongling District, Shenyang City, Liaoning Province, 
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the People’s Republic of China 
Postal code: 110161 
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1.  Identification of the Property 
 
a.  Country 
The People’s Republic of China 
 
b.  Province, and City 
Huanggu District, Shenyang City, Liaoning Province 
 
c.  Name of Property 
The Zhaoling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty 
 
d.  Exact Location on the Maps 
The Zhaoling Tomb is located in the north of Shenyang City, Liaoning Province, PRC, 
at between 41°50’29”-- 41°51’08” N and 123°25’04”-- 123°25’24” E. 
 
e.  Maps 
e.1 Map of the Geological Location of the Zhaoling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty in 
China 
e.2 Map of the Geological Location of the Zhaoling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty in 
Liaoning Province 
e.3 Map of the Geological Location of the Zhaoling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty in 
Shenyang City 
e.4 Map of the Scope of Protection and the Construction Control Zone (Buffer 

Zone) of the Zhaoling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty 
 
f.  The Scope of Protection and the Construction Control Zone 

(Buffer Zone) of the Property:  
The scope of protection of the property: Within 120 meters outside the red walls 

of the Square City in the east, west and north, and within 180 meters in the south 
(including the area within 30 meters outside the Sacred Bridge), as well as within 60 
meters of the central line of the imperial road at both sides. The scope of the 
protection area is 47.89 hectares. 

The construction control zone (buffer zone): Outside the protection area to the 
south line of the Second Ring Road in the north, to the west line of the East Street of 
the Zhaoling Tomb in the east, to the north line of Taishan Street in the south, and to 
the east line of Huanghe Street in the west. The scope of the construction control zone 
(buffer zone) is 318.74 hectares. 
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2.  Justification for Inscription 
 
a. Statement of Significance 

In Manchu language, the Zhaoling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty is called “Erden 
Hamon’an” which is the mausoleum of Aisin-Gioro. Huang taiji, the founding 
emperor of the Qing Dynasty (Qing Taizong). It is located about ten Chinese Li away 
to the north of the old city of Shengjing and hence is popularly called “the North 
Tomb”. The architectural system of the mausoleum is complete and the ancient 
architectural group is well conserved. Inside the graveyard, there are ancient pines, 
green grasses and rippling lake water, all green and clear. The temples and palaces 
present majestic splendor while the golden tiles and red walls dazzle with their bright 
colors.  

Apart from the founding emperor of the Qing Dynasty – Qing Taizong 
Huangtaiji, also buried in the Zhaoling Tomb was his empress.  

Ancient Chinese emperors regarded the way of “respecting the rule of heaven 
and following the practices of the ancestors” as the principle of governing the country 
and advocated the practice of “governing the country with benevolence and filial piety 
by giving first priority to imperial mausoleums”. As imperial mausoleum construction 
was based on the palaces they used to live in before death, the mausoleums were 
complete with palace halls to serve for their everyday life. They embody the feudal 
rites of “serving the dead as the living” advocated by ancient Chinese emperors, and 
lead to the construction of large and splendid palaces in imperial mausoleums that 
collectively represent the achievement of architectural culture of certain period. They 
also embody the thoughts and concepts of feudal emperors on architectural design, as 
well as their will and tastes. Guided by the traditional Chinese Fengshui theory, both 
the site selection and the planning of the Zhaoling Tomb emphasized on harmony 
between mausoleum architectures and the mountains, rivers and plantations of Mother 
Nature. They pursued a goal of perfection of “fully natural” to reflect the 
philosophical thinking of “unification of nature and man”. As an outstanding model of 
ancient Chinese imperial mausoleum, the Zhaoling Tomb exhibits rich contents of 
traditional Chinese culture. 

The construction of the Zhaoling Tomb started in the 8th year of the reign of 
Emperor Chongde Qing Dynasty (1643) and preliminarily ended in the 8th year of the 
reign of Emperor Shunzhi (1651). Additional construction and reconstruction were 
made in the reign of Emperors Kangxi, Qianlong and Jiaqing (1662-1820). These 
efforts consequently created a group of unique ancient architectures. Utilisation and 
protection of the mausoleum throughout the entire Qing Dynasty rendered the 
mausoleum rich cultural significance, and thus turned it into a physical material for 
studies in the mausoleum system, funeral regulations, sacrificial ceremonies and 
office system, as well as construction technology, techniques, environmental 
geography, politics, economics and culture of the Qing Dynasty. It has also recorded 
the complex histories of the Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China. Therefore, the 
Zhaoling Tomb is not only a model of Chinese imperial mausoleum architecture, but 
also the best testimony of the long history and civilization of China. 

 
b. Comparative Analysis 

The Zhaoling Tomb is the mausoleum of the founding emperor of the Qing 
Dynasty and his empress Borjite. The construction of the Tomb started in 1643 before 
Qing troops entered the Shanhaiguan Pass and was finally completed after a hundred 
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years of intermittent reconstruction and expansion. It is an accumulative architectural 
complex that conserved certain architectural characteristics of the early Qing 
Nationality outside the Shanhaiguan Pass. However, its reconstruction reflected more 
of the imperial mausoleum system of the central plain areas. Therefore, it is an 
important component of the imperial mausoleums of the Ming and Qing dynasties and 
has its unique characteristics. 

First, the Zhaoling Tomb is in conformity with the imperial mausoleums of the 
Ming and Qing dynasties in terms of construction scale and rules, building methods, 
design concept and construction materials, as well as the sacrifice and management 
systems. During the Ming and Qing dynasties, while China’s feudal centralisation 
system rose to its peak, the mausoleum system reached perfection. Compared to other 
imperial mausoleums of the Ming and Qing dynasties, the architectural complex of 
the Zhaoling Tomb is another product of the supreme feudal imperial power of the 
Chinese feudal society at its peak. 

Second, the buildings of the mausoleum have their unique characteristics. The 
aboveground buildings of ancient Chinese imperial mausoleums from the Qin and 
Han dynasties to the Tang and Song dynasties usually centred around the 
pyramid-shaped tombs. They had burial chambers in front of the tombs, square walls 
with gates around the tombs, and sacred ways in front of the burial chambers, so as to 
form square-shaped structures that were approximately balanced and symmetrical. 
These were inherited and developed in the imperial mausoleums of the Ming and 
Qing dynasties. Similar to other imperial mausoleums of the Ming and Qing dynasties, 
the architectural distribution of the Zhaoling Tomb strictly abided by the tomb system 
of “central axes” and “front hall and back tomb”. The major buildings of the 
mausoleum were all built on the north-south central axes, while other outbuildings 
were built poised on both sides of the axes. Meanwhile, there was no ceiling in 
Long’en Hall of the Zhaoling Tomb and the paintings there were directly put on the 
girders and columns – the relics of early architectural style of Man Nationality. The 
side-buildings on the east and west sides of the east and west side-halls were also 
unique among the three Shengjing mausoleums of the Qing Dynasty. The plane 
symmetry design style rendered the major buildings of the architectural complex an 
aesthetic beauty with visual stability, symmetry and unification. 

Third, the natural environment is serene and spectacular. Site selection for 
imperial mausoleums in ancient China was always prudent. It covered the selection of 
appropriate position and facing direction of a building, the proper construction time 
and the positions of interior spaces of the building. The Fengshui of the Zhaoling 
Tomb was carefully surveyed by Du Ruyu and Yang Hongliang, the two imperial 
astrology officials. The mausoleum was constructed on the highland north of 
Shenyang City, which was lower in the southwest and higher in the northeast. The 
earth tomb stood in the north of the mausoleum and a lake was dug in the south. The 
lake water added more beauty to the natural sight and better demonstrated the solemn 
grandeur and immensity of the imperial mausoleum. 

Fourth, the Zhaoling Tomb is one of the few completely conserved cremation 
tombs of all mausoleums of the Ming and Qing Dynasties. Cremation was the funeral 
custom of Man Nationality and its former Nuzhen Nationality in the early Qing 
Dynasty, which was embodied in the three Shenjing mausoleums including the 
Zhaoling Tomb.  

 
c. Authenticity and Integrity 

c.1. Environmental look 
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The environment of the Zhaoling Tomb consists of many factors, such as 
mountains, rivers, lake, forests and plantations. The relevant management agency has 
adopted protective measures to register, record, place sign plates to and put supporting 
structures for the ancient pines that are more 300 years old. It has also adopted 
measures to construct stone slope protection, clean the sediments and dredge the 
sewage. Through these efforts, it has basically conserved the original style and 
features of the overall environment of the mausoleum. 

c.2. Mausoleum buildings  
Among the three Shenjing mausoleums, the Zhaoling Tomb is the largest and the 

most completely conserved imperial mausoleum. From south to north, constructions 
inside the mausoleum distribute sequentially as follows: the Dismounting Stele, the 
Stone Lion, the Sacred Bridge, the Stone Arch, the Animal Sacrifice Temple and the 
Kitchen. The north of the Stone Arch is where the mausoleum architectural complex 
cluster. They are sequentially distributed as follows: the Main Red Gate, the Sacred 
Way, the Cloud Pillar and the Stone Animals (i.e. the stone lions, stone goats, stone 
kylins, stone horses, stone camels and stone elephants), the Shengongshengde (Divine 
Merit and Sacred Virtue) Stele and the Stele Pavilion, the East Hall, the West Hall, the 
Square City, Long’en Gate, Long’en Hall, the East Side-hall, the West Side-hall, the 
East Side-pavilion, the West Side-pavilion, Lingxin Gate and the Stone Sacrifice Altar, 
Daming Pavilion, the Crescent City, the Treasure Town, the Treasure Peak, the 
Underground Palace and Mount Longye. All the principal constructions of the 
architectural complex of the Zhaoling Tomb were built on the north-south central axes, 
with all subordinating buildings set poised on both sides of the axes. Balanced and 
stable, such a design also enhances visual beauty of the architecture group while 
demonstrating the supreme imperial power.  

In sum, the conservation of the principal constructions of the Zhaoling Tomb is 
basically intact, its underground palace is well conserved, and its planning and 
distribution remain complete. Its ancient buildings and site have not been altered by 
excessive human interference, and the original status of its natural environment is 
basically maintained. Therefore, it is highly authentic and integral. 

 
d. Criteria under Which Inscription Is Proposed 

d-1 As an outstanding example of Chinese ancient architecture and 
collective embodiment of the cultural achievement of the rising Man Nationality, 
the Zhaoling Tomb conforms to Criterion I of the World Cultural Heritage. 

The Zhaoling Tomb has a complete system and a full set of ceremonial facilities, 
as well as prudently selected site, exquisite construction and particular use of 
materials. The overall distribution closely combined with the components of natural 
environment, such as mountains and rivers, and thus attained high level of artistic 
achievement. The man-made mausoleum mountain was built into an imperial tomb 
dragon in line with the Fengshui of the imperial tomb – the only application of 
Chinese ancient Fengshui theory in an ancient architecture group of imperial 
mausoleums of the Ming and Qing dynasties. The designs of the Shengongshengde 
Stele Pavilion, Long’en Gate and Long’en Hall demonstrate unique craftsmanship, 
elegant style, and excellent materials, and the stone carvings of the Stone Arch and the 
stone base of Long’en Hall are exquisite and magnificent.  

d-2 The architectural complex of the Zhaoling Tomb blends the 
architectural styles of Man and Han nationalities together, demonstrates the style 
and pattern of imperial mausoleum construction in the period when the early 
burial concept of Man Nationality has been gradually Hanzified, and is the 
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physical testimony of the combination of architectural arts and the burial 
concepts of Man and Han nationalities. Therefore, it conforms to Criterion II of 
the World Cultural Heritage. 

The owners of the Zhaoling Tomb adopted the early tradition of cremation burial 
method of Man Nationality. However, influenced by the generous burial tradition of 
the central plain areas, the Zhaoling Tomb did not only build an underground palace 
to keep the remains of the dead, but also set up magnificently decorated buildings, 
such as Long’en Hall and the side-pavilions, to place the sacred nameplates of the 
dead for luxury ceremonial activities. The principal constructions of the architectural 
complex of the Zhaoling Tomb, such as Long’en Hall, had Xieshan-style roofs 
covered with golden glazed tiles, but also colour paintings directly put on the girders 
and columns – an architectural tradition of the early Man Nationality, which actually 
blended the architectural styles and customs of Man and Han nationalities. Therefore, 
it is a physical testimony of the merge of the Man and Han cultures in imperial 
mausoleum building. 

d-3 The architectural complex of the Zhaoling Tomb is an example of early 
burial culture of the Qing Dynasty, and the burial method of the owner of the 
Tomb is an example of the burial custom of Man Nationality and the minority 
nationalities of the Northeast in the early Qing Dynasty. Therefore, it conforms 
to Criterion III of the World Cultural Heritage. 

The architectural system of the Zhaoling Tomb is exactly the same as that of the 
imperial tombs of the Ming Dynasty, and has some similarities with other imperial 
mausoleums of the Qing Dynasty. However, there were also some variations that 
created its unique characteristics. Enclosed by a square wall, the principal 
architectural complex was integrated into a castle-like construction, which reflected 
through imperial mausoleum construction the early life and living method of Man 
Nationality. The horse ways on the city walls and the stone stairs going up and down 
the walls of the Square City on both sides of the gate of the parapets demonstrate that 
the Qing Dynasty rulers had not established their ruling status at that time. Cremation 
burial was the traditional burial custom of Nuzhen Nationality – the former nationality 
of Man in the early Qing Dynasty – which was used by the imperial family in the 
early times of the Qing Dynastry. After Man Nationality entered and ruled the central 
plain areas and established its ruling status, and as a result of influence by the 
generous burial custom of Han culture, the imperial family and its kindred gave up the 
cremation burial method. Therefore, the Zhaoling Tomb is one of the few cremation 
burial tombs among the imperial tombs of the Ming and Qing Dynasties, as well as a 
physical testimony of the burial custom of the northeast minority nationalities in the 
early Qing Dynasty. 

d-4 The architecture complex of the Zhaoling Tomb was the outcome of the 
last Chinese feudal dynasty in its rising period and a physical testimony of the 
history, as well as the science and technology and the level of construction 
techniques. Therefore, it conforms to Criterion IV of the World Cultural 
Heritage. 

The Zhaoling Tomb was built in the early times when the minority nationality in 
the Northeast China, the Man Nationality, was on the rise. It concentrated the cultural 
achievements of that very period and is a physical testimony of the levels of science 
and technology and construction techniques of the rising Qing Dynasty. Meanwhile, 
preserving huge cultural message of the social and production life of that time and 
embodying the political ideology, religious belief, customs and aesthetic interests of 
the imperial family of the Qing Dynasty, it is a physical testimony of the history of the 
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rising Qing Dynasty. 
d-5 The owner of the Zhaoling Tomb was one of the accomplished emperors 

in the history of the Qing Dynasty, who significantly influenced the history of the 
Dynasty. The ceremonial activities held there by entire generations of imperial 
families of the Qing Dynasty reflected Confucianism embraced by the Dynasty 
that respected the heavenly rules and followed the practices of ancestors. In 
addition, some architectural relics of the Zhaoling Tomb and the poems and joint 
odes on the mausoleum demonstrate the achievements and levels of literary art 
of the Qing Dynasty. Therefore, it conforms to Criterion VI of the World 
Heritage.  

The owner of the Zhaoling Tomb, Qing Taizong Huangtaiji, was one of the 
accomplished emperors in the history of the Qing Dynasty. His ruling period echoed 
the rising times of the Qing Dynasty and Man Nationality. Based on the regime of the 
late Jin Dynasty, he set up the last Chinese feudal dynasty, began the rule of the Qing 
Dynasty that lasted for about 300 years, and laid solid foundation for the Qing 
Dynasty to conquer the central plain areas and establish the unified regime.  

From the time the construction of Zhaoling Tomb began to the end of the Qing 
Dynasty, the place was used for ceremonial activities of the imperial families. The 
complicated ceremonial system and frequently held memorial ceremonies reflected 
Confucianism embraced by the Qing Dynasty that respected the heavenly rules and 
followed the practices of ancestors, which contained the essence of the ancient 
Chinese feudal culture of long standing.  

The inscriptions on Shengongshengde Stele were drafted by famous civil 
officials, including Zhang Ying, who was appointed by Emperor Kangxi, the sage 
founder of the Qing Dynasty. The inscriptions were written and carved by a famous 
calligrapher, which were physical materials of calligraphic art in mid-Qing Dynasty. 
After the completion of the construction of the Zhaoling Tomb, emperors, princes, 
dukes and ministers, as well as literati and scholars, of later period left over lots of 
poems, which are all significant achievements in the history of ancient Chinese 
literature. 

In sum, the Zhaoling Tomb conforms to Criteria I, II, III, IV and VI of the World 
Cultural Heritage 
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3.  Description 
 
a.  Description of the Property 

a-1 Natural conditions 
The Zhaoling Tomb is situated north of Huanggu District of Shenyang City in a 

humid weather area of North Temperate Zone. In spring, it experiences quick recovery 
of temperature, abundant sunshine, strong wind, relatively low humidity, changeable 
precipitation rates, quick evaporation and dry air. In summer, it suffers from lots of 
rain and humid air. The autumn there is short with quick drops of temperature. The 
four seasons there differ clearly with significant changes in the average annual 
temperatures. The hottest month of the year is July, when the average monthly 
temperature reaches 27.2 °C; and the coldest month is January, when the average 
monthly temperature drops to -11.4 °C. The annual temperature difference is 38.6 °C. 
Shenyang rains mostly in summer. The average precipitation during June-August is 
439.3 mm, 61% of total annual precipitation. Most of the precipitation in the year 
takes the form of light rain (snow), which makes up 78% of the total precipitation 
days. The humidity of Shenyang basically overlaps with the distribution of 
precipitation. It is more humid in the south and southeast, while it evaporates more in 
the west than in the east. The average evaporation is 1400-1700 mm, which is more 
than one time over the annual average precipitation. The landform there is flat and 
broad, with high-quality earth, dense distribution of rivers and canals, higher land in 
the northeast and lower land in the southwest, verdant forests, abundant grasses, 
extensive coverage of vegetation and excellent natural conditions. 

a-2 Geographical appearance and distribution of the mausoleum 
Shenyang City, where the Zhaoling Tomb is situated, is in the centre of Liaohe 

Plain. It has Liaodong hilly areas in the east and the Liaobei hilly areas in the north. 
The land gradually turns broader in the west and south, and becomes a large alluvial 
plain as a result of alleviation in front of the mountains. The land tilts from northeast 
to southwest and from both sides to the center. The highest part of the city is in 
Dadong District, with an altitude of 65 meters. The lowest part is in Tiexi District, 
with an altitude of 36 meters. Huanggu District, Heping District and Shenhe District 
show some rises and falls, with altitudes between 41-45 meters. The Zhaoling Tomb is 
located at the north of Shenyang City. It faces the south against the man-made Mount 
Longye in the north, with Hun River and Xinkai River running in front of it. It 
conforms to the Fengshui standards for site selection of the ancient emperors, which 
were characterized by “water in the front and mountain at the back”. The unique 
geographical features were just what of “the most propitious land” highly adored and 
esteemed by ancient Chinese Fengshui theory. 

a-3 The architecture system and architectural masterpieces of the 
mausoleum 

Among the three Shenjing mausoleums, the Zhaoling Tomb has the largest 
construction scale. Its architectural complex consists of the Sacred Bridge, the Stone 
Arch, the Stone Animals, the Cloud Pillar, the Main Red Gate, the Grand Stele 
Pavilion, the Square City, Long’en Gate, the Turrets, the Long’en Hall, the East 
Side-hall, the West Side-hall, the East Side-pavilion, the West Side-pavilion, the 
Crescent City, the Treasure City, the Treasure Peak and the Underground Palace. 
Among them, the Stone Arch, the Stone Animals, the Cloud Pillar and the stone 
carvings on the façade of Long’en Gate are artistic treasures of stone carving. The 
castle-like Square City encircles the principal constructions in the center, such as 
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Long’en Hall. This was the unique mausoleum style of the Ming and Qing dynasties. 
The horse ways and the parapets reflected the status of the rulers of the Qing Dynasty 
before they established their ruling status. The main constructions including Long’en 
Hall had no ceilings and the colour paintings were put directly on the girders and 
columns – one of the architectural style of Man Nationality before it entered the 
Shanhaiguan Pass.  

The Sacred Bridge 
It is an arching stone bridge with three apertures that is 47 meters long, 12 meters 

wide, and 1080 meters away from today’s Taishan Road of Huanggu District of 
Shenyang City. It was covered with gray bricks (changed to stone boards now) and 
lined with carved stone guarding rails on both sides. The carvings included flying 
horses wrapped with fire, and eight treasures such as foreign grasses, sea water and 
river cliff, flowers and rhinoceros horn. On top of the rails were carved “treasure 
bottles atop the clouds” and sat bowing lotus flower column caps. On both sides of the 
bridges stood the stone guarding lions, and under the bridge lay the Yudai (jade belt) 
River. The construction of the Sacred Bridge adopted a popularly style used in 
imperial mausoleums of the Ming and Qing dynasties, which had both practical and 
decorative functions. In the Zhaoling Tomb, as the land of the mausoleum was lower 
at the front and higher at the back, huge amount of rainwater drain away from the 
back to the front during rainy season, turning Yudai River into a drainage canal to 
protect the mausoleum. 

The Stone Arch  
Situated in front of the Main Red Gate and 35.5 meters away from the latter, it is 

a stone carved structure in imitation of wooden structures with a height of about 10.5 
meters and a total width of about 12.6 meters. It had four pillars, a space of three 
rooms, three storeys, a Xieshan-style roof, a principal ridge, drooping ridges, big tips 
on the ridges, beasts, hanging beasts, side rafters, roof boarding, rafter head tiles, 
pendants, a horizontal tablet, crossbeams, banisters, animal heads, knock-holders, 
queti and columns. All of them were made in imitation of wooden carvings and 
presented vivid images. The principal ridge, the horizontal tablet, the upper part and 
the lower part of the Arch were carved with flowery designs. At the lower part of the 
Arch stood five pairs of pole-clamping stone animals, with the lions facing north and 
south and the goats facing east and west. The whole stone arch can be taken as an 
masterpiece of stone carving art, which was finely carved with carving techniques that 
cover flat carving, three-dimensional carving, relief carving and through carving, and 
with a carving style that was wild, forceful, and exquisite. The construction time of 
the Stone Arch covered two periods. The body of the archway was built in the reign of 
Emperor Shunzhi or Emperor Kangxi, when there were only three pairs of 
pole-clamping stone animals at the tow ends of the Arch (two pairs of lions and one 
pair of goats). The two pairs of pole-clamping stone animals at the front and back of 
the middle pillar were built in the 6th year of the reign of Emperor Jianqing (1802).  

The Stone Animals  
Inside the Main Red Gate and 26.4 meters away from this gate, they were erected 

in the 7th year of the reign of Emperor Shunzhi (1650). At both sides of the Sacred 
Way stood stone lions, stone goats, stone kylins, stone horses, stone camels and stone 
elephants, with a space of 10.9 meters between each other. The group of stone animals 
is collectively referred to as the Stone Animals. Under every stone animal is a Xumi 
seat of one meter high, 2.7 meters long and 1.5 meters wide, carved with brocade 
patterns. They functioned as mausoleum decorations and served as symbol of the 
guard of honour of imperial carriage.  
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The Cloud Pillars 
They are also called sky-holding pillars or thousand-cloud pillars. Every pillar, 

with a diameter of 1.5 meters and a height of about 8 meters, is composed of the base 
seat, the pillar body, the cloud board, the sky dish, animals at the top and guard rails. 
The animals on the column caps of the guarding rails include a pair of goats, lions, 
kylins etc., respectively. There are three pairs of cloud pillars in the Zhaoling Tomb. 
One pair stood outside the Main Red Gate south of the Sacred Way, 176.5 meters 
away from the latter. One pair stood inside the Main Red Gate, 12 meters away in 
front of the Stone Animals. Another pair stood 8 meters away in front of the Grand 
Stele Pavilion. 

The Main Red Gate 
As the main gate of the mausoleum, it is situated north of the Stone Arch, 8.755 

meters in height and 15.955 meters in width. It was built on Xumi-style seat, with the 
base, banisters and column caps all made of stone. The banister were decorated with 
carvings of the Pure Bottle, lotus leaves and frets, and the column caps were shaped in 
treasure bottles with lotus flower petals. It had a Xieshan style single-brim roof 
covered with golden glazed tiles. There was one principal ridge on the roof and four 
drooping and branch ridges respectively, with carved stone eaves. The red walls had 
three arched gates. A glazed tile article with the pattern of two dragons playing a ball 
was inlaid into the façade of arched gate of the central bay. On each side of the Main 
Red Gate was a 7.19-meter long straight sleeve wall. In the middle of the sleeve wall 
was inlaid a box in Ruyi shape with glazed rising clouds and dragons, glazed 
branching angles mounted on the four corners, and a glazed cap. The walls extended 
from both sides of the Major Red Gate were called the Red Walls or Fengshui 
Enclosure Walls, in the centre of which stood the main buildings of the mausoleum. 
The Fengshui Enclosure Walls had one gate on both its east and west sides, namely, 
the East Red Gate and the West Red Gate. The gates were 7.47 meters high and 23.18 
meters wide with an arched entrance. The shape of the gates was similar to that of the 
Main Red Gate, except the hexagon knockers. There were Xumi-style seats and 
guarding rails at the lower parts of the gates. The doors were carved with pines, 
clouds, sea water and river cliffs, treasure bottles, lotus flowers and lotus roots. 

The Grand Stele Pavilion 
Also called Shengongshengde Stele Pavilion, it is 11.12 meters both in length 

and width, and 13.05 meters in height. The pavilion is a Xiashan-style construction 
with nine girders, overlapping brims, a roof covered with golden glazed tiles, 
overlapping eaves and pendants, colour paintings on square poles, pillars, purlins and 
rafters, and red walls on the four sides with an arched gate on each wall. The lower 
part of the pavilion was a square base with staircase on each of the four sides. In the 
middle of the pavilion, there stood a stele, namely, the “Divine Merit and Saintly 
Virtue Stele of the Zhaoling Tomb of the Great Qing”. The whole stele was 6.67 
meters high, and the body of the stele is 5.45 meters high, 1.76 meters wide and 0.71 
meter thick. The head of the stele was composed of six mythical flood dragons out of 
the water. The top of the stele was carved with nine words in both Man and Han 
languages, namely, the “Divine Merit and Saintly Virtue Stele of the Zhaoling Tomb 
of the Great Qing”. The seat of the stele resembles dragon feet, which was 4.67 
meters long, 1.11 meters high and 1.9 meters wide. The part under the dragon feet was 
called Difu – the base of the groundwork, on which were carved seawater and river 
cliffs. Carved on each of the four corners of Difu was one swirl of seawater with fish, 
turtle, shrimp and crab respectively in each swirl. The inscriptions on the stele facade 
were in both Man and Han languages, with Man language on the right and Han 
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language on the left, and have altogether 1810 words, which briefly summarized and 
praised the civil virtue and military achievements of Qing Taizong. 

Long’en Gate 
It is the main entrance to the Square City. The Gate, which is 21.92 meters high 

and 16.07 meters wide, is a square structure made of bricks and stones with one 
arched entrance. A stone tablet hangs in the middle of the door head, on which carved 
the three words of “Long’en Gate” in vertical direction in Man, Mongolian and Han 
languages. The gate facade was carved with patterns of rolling grasses under clouds 
and above pine trees and stones. Above the entrance hangs an upside down lintel with 
beautiful patterns and glazed-tile drip shields. The entrance has two wooden door 
leaves wrapped with sheet iron and a wooden locking bolt. On top of Long’en Gate 
stands a gate tower, which is popularly addressed as Wufeng (five phoenixes) Pavilion 
– the highest building in the Zhaoling Tomb. It has three stories and a Xieshan-style 
roof. The first and second floors of the tower use eight branching ridges and eight 
marginal ridges, with three beasts on each branching ridge. The third floor has one 
principal ridge, four drooping ridges and four branching ridges, with three beasts on 
each one of the latter. The whole structure is decorated with swirling golden lines and 
large dot of golden paint. 

The Square City  
With a height of 6.15 meters and a periphery of about 278 meters, it was built 

with grey bricks with battlements on the east, west and south sides. The north side 
was built into a housing wall with steps leading up and down the wall at both sides of 
the gate. The steps are 5.4-meter wide, covered with grey bricks, and tilt from both 
sides toward the middle. Standing on each of the four corners of the Square City is a 
two-storied turret with a height of 15.965 meters. Its single-brim and cross-ridged 
Xieshan-style roof is covered with golden glazed tiles. In the middle of each 
cross-ridged roof, a glazed treasure bottle stands at the peak. Under the four corners of 
the overhanging eaves of each turret, iron-wrought wind bells hang to scatter sparrows. 
An arching entrance opens in the middle of each turret with two wooden door leaves. 
On the second floor, there are windows on the four sides and a staircase leading up 
and down the turret, which is covered with oil paintings both inside and outside.  

Long’en Hall 
Also called Xiang (enjoyment) Hall, it is the principal building of the Zhaoling 

Tomb where the sacred memorial tablets of the owners of the mausoleum, Qing 
Taizong and his Empress Xiaoduan, stood. It is also the major site for ceremonial 
activities. Built on a lofty Xumi-style base, Long’en Hall is 26.3 meters long, 33.8 
meters wide and 1.3 meters high. Creepers with rolling leaves and flowers, lotus 
flower pedals and pomegranate flowers were carved on the Xumi-style base, the upper 
and lower parts and the middle part. On the four sides, there are guard rails, banisters 
and column caps. The latter were in banana leave shape with graceful and fluent lines, 
opening and closing with ease. There are three roads leading to the front of the base. A 
large imperial step stone reclines in the middle of the road, which is 5.5 meters long 
and about 2 meters wide. The imperial step stone was carved with patterns of 
longevity mountain and fortune sea and a pair of dragons. Long’en Hall is 15.1 meters 
in full height, with a single-brim Xieshan-style roof, one principal ridge, four 
drooping ridges and four branching ridges. All the ridges are decorated with beasts. 
There are corridors on four sides. The roof is covered with golden glazed tiles. There 
is no ceiling inside the hall, and the exposed girders and columns are covered with 
colour paintings. There is a large heated cabinet at the back of the Hall with yellow 
silk cover. A sacred bed stands inside the cabinet, on which there are curtains, yellow 
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silk pillows, quilts and mattresses. In addition, there is another smaller heated cabinet 
inside the large cabinet, where the sacred memorial tablets of Qing Taizong and his 
empress Xiaoduan stand.  

The East Side-hall and the West Side-hall 
With similar shape and structure, the East Side-hall stands on the east side of 

Long’en Hall, while the West Side-hall stands on the west side. Each of them is 18 
meters away from the base of Long’en hall with a height of 35 meters, a width of 
16.88 meters and a depth of 13.9 meters. Each was built with a Xieshan-style roof 
covered with golden glazed tiles, and has one corridor on each of the four sides. The 
space within is three-room wide and two-room deep. There is a thin stone base under 
each hall. Both the doors and windows are covered with vermilion paint. There used 
to be a small heated cabinet and a throne on display. One of the main functions of the 
East Side-Hall was to store the praying boards. Before each annual sacrifice, the 
ceremony department of Shengjing would send in the sacrifice and funeral 
embroideries to the mausoleum a day before the grand ceremony and leave them in 
the East Side-hall. Another main functions of the halls was to keep the sacred 
memorial tablets for Long’en hall. Whenever it was necessary to repair or repaint 
Long’en Hall, the East Side-hall would be used temporarily to keep the sacred 
memorial tablets of Qing Taizong and Express Xiaoduan. The West Side-hall at the 
west side of Long’en hall was used for lamas to hold religious ceremonies on the 
anniversaries of the dead.  

The East Side-pavilion and the West Side-pavilion 
With similar shapes and structures, they are situated separately at the south of the 

East and the West Side-halls, and each is about 22.5 meters away from the latter. With 
a height of 8.7 meters, each of them has a space of 10.538 meters wide and 9.3 meters 
deep. They are two-storey Yingshan-style structures with front and back corridors, one 
principal ridge, and four drooping ridges on the roof, and are painted both inside and 
outside. The two buildings are also popularly called the East and the West Fruit 
Drying Pavilion, as they were used to store sacrificial fruits in the Qing Dynasty. 

Silk Burning Pavilion 
Also named as Liao lu (burner) or Fenbo Lu (embroidery burner), it stands 

southwest of Long’en Hall and is 12.5 meters away from the base of the latter. It is a 
small pavilion-like square structure made of carved white marble with a height of 2.46 
meters and a length of 1.5 meters at each side. It has a Xieshan-style roof, a principal 
ridge, drooping ridges, tile ridges, rafter heads and pendants. The latter was made of 
blue stone carved like structures made of brick, tile and wood. In the middle of the 
principal ridge, there stands a precious bead wrapped in fire. Under the pavilion is a 
Xumi-style seat carved with various patterns. Inside the pavilion, there is a round fire 
pond with a diameter of 0.7 meter, for burning the sacrificial objects, such as food, 
funeral embroidery, and colour papers, golden and silver foils.  

Lingxin Gate 
Lingxin Gate stands at the back of Long’en Hall and is 2 meters away from the 

latter. It is a symbolic building also named as Chongtian Arch, Zhao Arch and Two 
Columns Arch. It has one entrance, a Xuanshan-style roof covered with golden glazed 
tiles, and two square stone columns standing on both sides. Each column has a height 
of 7 meters and a diameter of 0.4 meter. At the front and the back of each column, 
there is one embracing-drum stone, and between the two columns stand 
board-partioned doors. 

The Stone Sacrificial Offering Altar 
Standing at the back of Lingxin Gate, the altar is 5.9 meters long, 1.6 meters 
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wide and about 1.3 meters high. It was made of white marble in Xumi seat style. The 
upper columns were carved with twining lotus flowers, etc., while the lower columns 
were carved with eight Buddhist treasures including spiral shells, magic wheel, 
umbrella, lotus flower, treasure bottle, golden fish, etc. There are five stone sculptures 
on the altar – the incense burner in the middle, a pair of incense bottle and a pair of 
candleholder on each side of the incense burner. The altar was used by the emperors, 
or the princes or ministers on behalf of the emperors, to mourn the dead and offer 
libations during the grand anniversary ceremonies. 

Daming Pavilion 
Also called Ming Pavilion, it stands on the north gate of the Square City with a 

full height of 23.58 meters and a base of 21.054 meters long. It has a Xieshan-style 
roof, eaves covered with colorful paintings both at the inside and outside, a 
cross-shaped arch vault inside the pavilion, and a semicircular arched gate on each of 
the four sides. Under the pavilion, there is a square base with a staircase on each of 
the four sides. A tablet hangs under the front eave with two words on it -- “Zhaoling”, 
in Man, Mongolian and Han languages. Inside the Ming Pavilion stands a stone stele 
made of white marble of about 6 meters high. A dragon head caps the top of the stele 
and the two words “Zhaoling” were inscribed in the middle of stele in Man, 
Mongolian and Han languages. On the body of the stele, the worlds “Tomb of Civil 
Emperor Taizong” were inscribed in vertical direction also in Man, Mongolian and 
Han languages. 

The Crescent City 
Situated at the back of Daming Pavilion, it is so named for its crescent shape. It 

is about 6 meters high (a bit lower than the Square City) with a periphery of about 90 
meters long. On the north wall at the arched entrance of the city, there embeds a 
colorful screen made of glazed tiles. The Crescent City is a special space between the 
Square City and the Treasure City in the architectural distribution of the mausoleum, 
where lies the stairway leading up and down the Square City and to the Treasure City.  

The Treasure City 
With a semicircular shape of 6 meters high and a periphery of about 200 meters 

long, the city was made of gray bricks with symbolic parapet walls. It also has sewage 
facilities such as lotus leave bottles. 

The Treasure Peak 
Also named as Dulong (single dragon) Mound, it is a mounded tomb in the 

middle of the Treasure City with a height of about 7 meters and periphery of about 
110 meters. The tomb was made of pounded tabia (lime, sand and yellow earth), 
beneath which lies the Underground Palace where the “treasure palaces” of the 
owners of the tomb rest. 

a-4 Personages buried in the mausoleum 
The founding emperor of the Qing Dynasty and his wife, namely, Qing Taizong 

Huangtaiji and his empress Xiaoduan Borjite, were buried in the Zhaoling Tomb. 
Qing Taizong Huang Taiji was the eighth son of Qing Taizu (father of Qing Taizong), 
Nurhachi; and his natural mother was Yehenara. Among all the sons of Qing Taizu, 
Huangtaiji was good at ruse, much adored by his father, and was one of the four 
Beiles. In his early years, he expedited with his father in his wars and made countless 
contributions, such as in Sarhu Battle. Qing Taizu died in the 11th year of Tianming 
Period (1626), when Huangtaiji took the throne as the king. He changed the name of 
the period into Tiancong and started his monarchy. Huangtaiji laid a solid foundation 
for the Qing Dynasty to rule the central plain areas. He promoted and recruited many 
officials of Han Nationality, while stressed on easing conflicts between the Man and 
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Han peoples. He provided the Han people with due social status and adopted the 
policy of ruling the Han by the Han. By eliminating the assistant ruling system, he 
raised the status of the king and strengthened the centralised ruling system. In terms 
of governing bodies, he imitated the system of the Ming Dynasty of the central plain 
areas and established three internal ministries and six departments, which recruited 
people of all Man, Mongolian and Han nationalities and selected governing talents 
through imperial examinations held in China. In April of the 10th years of Tiancong 
Period (1636), Huangtaiji became the emperor and changed the title of the reigning 
dynasty into the Great Qing, named the title of his rein as Chongde, and renamed 
Nuzhen as Manzhou (Manchuria). Hence began the rule of over 200 years of the 
Great Qing Dynasty. Huangtaiji died in September of the 8th year in the reign of 
Emperor Chongde (1643), and was later buried in Qing Zhaoling. The surname of 
Empress Xiaoduan was Borjite. She was a Mongolian born in the 27th year of the 
reign of Emperor Wangli (1599) of the Ming Dynasty, married to Huangtaiji in 1614, 
and was conferred the title of empress in the first year of the reign of Emperor 
Chongde (1636) after Huangtaiji established the Great Qing Dynasty. Empress 
Xiaoduan gave birth to three daughters in her life, died in the sixth year of reign of 
Emperor Shunzhi (1699), and was buried together with Taizong in Qing Zhaoling. 

 
b. History and Development 

b-1 History of the mausoleum construction 
The principal architectures of the Zhaoling Tomb were built in the period from 

the eighth year of the reign of Emperor Chongde to the eighth year in the reign of 
Emperor Shunzhi (1643-1651). Reconstruction and expansion also took place in the 
Zhaoling Tomb during the reign of Emperors Shunzhi, Kangxi and Qianlong based on 
the mausoleum systems of the Ming and Qing Dynasties.  

The early construction period: The construction first started in the eighth year of 
the reign of Emperor Chongde (1643). On September 21, the Zhaoling Tomb 
Huangtaiji was laid to rest in the Zhaoling Tomb, and in February of the seventh year 
in the reign of Emperor Shunzhi (1650), Empress Xiaoduan was also laid to rest there. 

The early construction period of Qing Zhaoling spans from the eighth year of 
Chongde Period (1643) to the eighth year in the reign of Emperor Shunzhi (1651). 
During the period, the scale of the mausoleum was relatively small, which only had 
Long’en Hall, the Stone Animals, the mausoleum entrance, the enclosing walls and 
the Longye Mount, while some trees were also planted in the mausoleum.  

The reconstruction and expansion period: In the reign of Emperor Kangxi to 
Emperor Qianlong after the Qing Dynasty conquered the central plain areas, due to 
influence of the mausoleums system of the Ming Dynasty, reconstruction and 
expansions of the Zhaoling Tomb were made from time to time in Qing Zhaoling 
according to the mausoleum system of the Ming Dynasty. Architectures built and 
reconstructed in this period included Long’en Hall, the underground palace, the 
Square City, Ming Pavilion, the Shengongshengde Stele and the Stele Pavilion, the 
Sacred Bridge and all the side-halls and side-pavilions. The scale of the mausoleum 
was consequently set. Some maintenance and repairs were made to the Zhaoling 
Tomb during in the reign of Emperors Jiaqing, Daoguang, Xianfeng and Guangxu. 

b-2 Mausoleum system development and the maintenance and protection 
history 

The following are relatively large expansion and maintenance projects from the 
start of the construction of the Zhaoling Tomp to the present: 

On August 9 of the eighth year in the reign of Emperor Chongde (1643) of the 
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Qing Dynasty, Qing Taizong was cremated in “catalpa palace” and laid to rest in 
“treasure palace”; and the mausoleum was give the name of the Zhaoling Tomb. 

On April 26 of the third year in the reign of Emperor Shunzhi (1646), the Stone 
Animals were erected and the horizontal stele on Long’en Hall was hung up. 

On October 21 of the eighth year in the reign of Emperor Shunzhi (1651), the 
mausoleum mound was completed and was named Longye Mount. 

In the second year of in the reign of Emperor Kangxi (1663), the Underground 
Palace of the Zhaoling Tomb was constructed where the “treasure palaces” of Qing 
Taizhong and Empress Xiaoduan were moved in, and the throne and the sacred 
memorial tablets were set up in Long’en Hall. 

On January 6 of the third year in the reign of Emperor Kangxi (1664), the Holy 
Name Tablet of Civil Emperor Taizong Stele was erected in front of the mausoleum. 

In March of the fourth year in the reign of Emperor Kangxi (1665), the Ming 
Pavilion was built. 

In July of the fifth year in the reign of Emperor Kangxi (1666), the Square City 
underwent repair, which was complete in the next year. 

In the 27th year of the reign of Emperor Kangxi (1688), Shengongshengde Stele 
was erected. 

In the 31st year of the reign of Emperor Kangxi (1692), Long’en Hall was 
reconstructed. 

In October of the first year in the reign of Emperor Qianlong (1736), Long’en 
Hall of the Zhaoling Tomb was maintained and repaired.  

In the 17th year of the reign of Emperor Qianlong (1752), the northwest turret 
was repaired. 

In the 28th year of the reign of Emperor Qianlong (1763), the front and back 
facades of Long’en Hall were repaired. 

In the 30th year of the reign of Emperor Qianlong (1765), Long’en Hall, the East 
Side-hall and the Crescent City was repaired. 

In the 36th year of the reign of Emperor Qianlong (1771), the stone banisters, the 
moon pavilion, the paved paths of Long’en Hall, as well as the west wall, the Fruit 
Room, the Waiting Room of the Square City were repaired. 

In the 37th year of the reign of Emperor Qianlong (1772), the Change Pavilion, 
the front entrance of the Sacrifice Pavilion and the northwest turret were 
reconstructed. 

In the 39th year of the reign of Emperor Qianlong (1774), the northeast turret, the 
northwest turret and the left and right side-pavilions were reconstructed. 

In the 43rd year of the reign of Emperor Qianlong (1778), the Main Red Gate, the 
east and west Red Gate, the Kitchen, the Storage Room and the Dismounting Stele 
were repaired. 

In the 44th year of the reign of Emperor Qianlong (1779), the Crescent City, the 
seat of the northeast turret and the Sacrificial-offering Pavilion were repaired. 

On the 20th of the leap month of May of the 46th year in the reign of Emperor 
Qianlong (1781), Daming Pavilion was repaired, and the “treasure box” was laid in its 
principal ridge. The northwest turret was repaired in the same year. 

In the 47th year of the reign of Emperor Qianlong (1782), the Crescent City, the 
Square City, the Glazed Tile Screen, the Guard of Honour Room and the Fruit Room 
were repaired. 

In the 48th year of the reign of Emperor Qianlong (1783), the west all of the Main 
Red Gate and the Two Column Gate were repaired. 

In the 50th year of the reign of Emperor Qianlong (1785), the northeast turret was 
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repaired. 
In the 55th year of the reign of Emperor Qianlong (1790), the Major Red Gate 

and the Sacrifice Pavilion were repaired. 
In the 58th year of the reign of Emperor Qianlong (1793), the northeast turret was 

repaired. 
In February of the 6th year in the reign of Emperor Jiaqing (1801), the Stone 

Stele Pavilion was repaired. 
In the eighth year of the reign of Emperor Jiaqing (1803), the Stone Stele 

Pavilion was repaired as the ground base of the pole-clapping stone lions sank. 
In the 15th year of the reign of Emperor Jiaqing (1810), the flower heads of the 

glazed-tile screen were mended and repaired, the southwest turret was demolished and 
rebuilt, and the inclining wood pole on the entrance of the Sacrifice Pavilion was 
corrected. 

In the 20th year of the reign of Emperor Jiaqing (1815), the turrets and the West 
Side-hall were repaired. 

In July of the fourth year in the reign of Emperor Jiaqing (1824), the Sacrifice 
Pavilion and the Fruit Room were repaired.  

In the 18th year in the reign of Emperor Daoguang (1838), the Square City was 
repaired. 

In the 24th year of the reign of Emperor Daoguang (1844), the three mausoleums 
of Shengjing were maintained and repaired. 

In February of the seventh year in the reign of Emperor Xianfeng (1857), 
Long’en Hall was repaired. 

In the eighth year of the reign of Emperor Xianfeng (1858), four additional 
storage rooms were built as the original four were too far away from each other. 

In the fourth year of the reign of Emperor Tongzhi (1865), the Square City and 
the turrets were repaired. 

In August of the third year of Guangxu Period (1877), the walls of the Square 
City of Qing Zhaoling were the reign of Emperor repaired. In September of the ninth 
year of Guangxu Period (1883), the walls of the Square City of Qing Zhaoling were 
repaired. 

In March of the 13th year in the reign of Emperor Guangxu (1887), the 
glazed-tile screen of the Crescent City was repaired. 

In March of the third year in the reign of Emperor Xuantong (1911), a new river 
was dug in front of the mausoleum. 

In May 1927, the Municipal Works department turned the Zhaoling Tomb into 
Beiling (north mausoleum) Park and opened it to the public. The Official Land 
Measurement Bureau of Fengtian Province measured the land of the Zhaoling Tomb. 
The land area was 5111221 m2. 

On May 29, 1936, Daming Pavilion was struck by lightening and was burned. 
In 1939, Daming Pavilion was reconstructed. 

On September 30, 1963, Liaoning Province announced the Zhaoling Tomb as a 
provincial-level cultural relic protection unit. 

On February 23, 1982, the State Council announced the Zhaoling Tomb as a 
national-level key cultural relic protection unit. 

All maintenance and repairs were made on the basis of maintaining the original 
historical appearances.  
 
c.  Form and Date of the Most Recent Records of Property  

During 2000-2001, the management department of the Zhaoling Tomb carried 
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out a general inspection on the ancient architectures and ancient pines inside the 
mausoleum according to the arrangement of the City Government. Photos were taken 
for every construction and every ancient pine tree in the Zhaoling Tomb, while 
records were made for the ancient architecture group and ancient pine trees of there in 
the form of text records, color photographs and rubbings of stele inscriptions. The 
records of the general inspection consist of a main volume, a supplement volume and 
a reference volume. The contents of the main volume include the geographic location, 
historical development, value of the cultural relic, present conservation status, 
ongoing efforts, investigation records on unit construction, important events, 
photographs, drawing and rubbings. The contents of the supplementary volume 
include relevant legal decrees, legal stipulations, documents on the protection scale, 
document on repairs, plans, project budgets, project records and project completion 
reports. The reference volume mainly includes relevant historical records and writings. 
At present, this set of records is being made, most photographs have been taken and 
most measurements of some unit constructions have been completed.  

 
d. Present State of Conservation 

Since the Zhaoling Tomb was listed as a national-level cultural relic protection 
unit in 1982, the government has input a special fund for the maintenance and 
protection of the ancient architectures of the Zhaoling Tomb. The Park has also 
strengthened protection and set up a professional team, which now has 50 
management staff. They are responsible for daily maintenance and management of the 
ancient architectures inside the mausoleum and the ancient Chinese pine trees in the 
surrounding areas of the Zhaoling Tomb (including cleaning, fire prevention, 
maintenance and protection of the ancient architectures and maintenance of the 
ancient pines, as well as petrol inspection and night management). The annual average 
input of special maintenance fund is over RMB1.3 million (including maintenance of 
the ancient pine trees). It is mainly used to correct and repair unsafe factors, such as 
inclination of walls, roof leakage, eave and column damages, peelings and etc., so as 
to maintain and effectively protect the original status and original appearances within 
the Zhaoling Tomb.  

 
e. Policies and Programs Related to Presentation and Promotion of 

the Property 
The People’s Republic of China has encouraged and supported efforts to 

publicise and display the Zhaoling Tomb. Based on state laws and legal stipulations, 
the management division of Beiling Park of the management unit of the Zhaoling 
Tomb often publishes articles on the Zhaoling Tomb in newspapers and magazines. It 
also provides special tourist guides in all spots opened to public as well as narration 
boards and exhibition guides, so as to publicise the history and culture. It has arranged 
the Display of Weapons of the Eight Banners of the Qing Dynasty, the Display of 
Waxwork of Historical Figures of Qing Taizong and His Empress and Concubines, the 
Display of Scripture Chanting Site of Lamas, and the Display of Imperial Tables, 
Chairs and Utensils. They demonstrated the long history of the Zhaoling Tomb and its 
precious historical and cultural values with vivid method and with rich cultural relics. 
Meanwhile, relevant government department has also strengthened its effort to 
publicise relevant laws and legal stipulations, such as the Law of the People’s 
Republic of China on the Protection of Cultural Relics, and enhance the awareness of 
and the sense of responsibility of the general public for cultural relic protection. 
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4. Management 
 
a.  Ownership 

Owned by the People’s Republic of China 
 

b.  Legal Status 
In the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China, Item 2 of Article 22 

stipulates: “the State protects sites of scenic and historical interest, valuable cultural 
monuments and other significant items of China’s historical and cultural heritage.” 

In the Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of Cultural Relics, 
Item 2 of Article 5 stipulates: “sites of ancient culture, ancient tombs and cave 
temples shall be owned by the state. Immovable cultural relics including memorial 
buildings, ancient architectural structures, stone carvings, murals, and typical 
buildings of modern and recent times designated for protection by the state, unless 
governed by other state regulations, shall be owned by the state. On 23 February 1982, 
the State Council of the People’s Republic of China announced the Zhaoling Tomb as 
one of the second batch of national-level key cultural relic protection unit. 

 
c. Protective Measures and Means of Implementing Them 

The management agencies of the Zhaoling Tomb in the Qing Dynasty were the 
General Administration Department and the Frontier Protection Department. The 
main responsibility of the former was guarding the area of the mausoleum, and it 
reported directly to the General of Shengjing. Therefore, its tasks were like that of 
garrison of the Eight Banners. The Frontier Protection Department was in charge of 
sacrificial offerings and general maintenance of the mausoleum constructions. After 
the elimination of the General Administration Department, the responsibilities of 
guarding and protecting the Zhaoling Tomb were transferred to the Police Service 
Division of Fengtian Province. The Division transferred 20 policemen to reside 
permanently in the Zhaoling Tomb while the Government Office of Fengtian Province 
dispatched one supervisor to the site. In addition, the Zhaoling Tomb also had a large 
size of “official land” cultivated by able-bodied men, several thousand official slaves 
were engaged in making sacrificial offerings, and about a thousand labourers to make 
bricks and tiles for maintenance and repairs.  

After the abdication of the last emperor of the Qing Dynasty, the Guarding 
Minister was still responsible for the management of the Zhaoling Tomb. However, 
due to successive wars and subsequent chaos, the state treasury could not make ends 
meet to maintain and repair the Zhaoling Tomb, which consequently went to its 
natural ruin. After the founding of the People’s Republic of China, the Zhaoling Tomb 
received the same attention and protection from the State as other cultural relics and 
ancient sites. After having been designated by Liaoning Province as a cultural relic 
protection unit, the State Council of the People’s Republic of China announced it as a 
national-level key cultural relic protection unit in 1982, and made successive 
appropriations of special funds for its maintenance and repair. 

Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, three major measures were 
adopted to protect and manage the Zhaoling Tomb. 

c-1 Management in accordance with law 
Present laws governing the management include: Constitution of the People’s 

Republic of China, the Criminal Law of the People’s Republic of China, the Law of 
the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of Cultural Relics, the Law of the 
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People’s Republic of China on Environmental Protection, the Law of the People’s 
Republic of China on Urban Planning, the Law of the People’s Republic of China on 
Fire Prevention, and the Forest Law of the People’s Republic of China. 

The legal regulations governing the management include: the Regulations for 
Penalties in Public Security Management of the People’s Republic of China, the 
Detailed Rules for the Implementation of the Regulations for Fire Prevention of the 
People’s Republic of China, the Measures of Liaoning Province on the 
Implementation of `the Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of 
Cultural Relics’ and the Regulations for the Protection and Management of the One 
Palace and Two Mausoleums in Shenyang City. 

c-2 Announcing the protection unit and defining the protection area of the 
cultural relic 

On 30 September 1963, Liaoning Province announced that the Zhaoling Tomb 
was a provincial-level cultural relic protection unit. On 23 February 1982, the State 
Council of the People’s Republic of China announced that the Zhaoling Tomb was a 
national-level key cultural relic protection unit. 

On 13 April 1993, the People’s Government of Liaoning Province issued “the 
Circular on the Announcement of the Protection Areas and Construction Control 
Zones of 159 Above-provincial-level Cultural Relic Protection Units”. The Circular 
requested all localities to strictly abide by relevant cultural relic protection laws and 
regulations, strengthen management over cultural relic protection units, prohibit any 
unit and person to set up any illegal construction, stop all acts that damage cultural 
relics and effectively implement cultural relic protection tasks. The document also 
defined the protection area and construction control zone of the Zhaoling Tomb. In 
2002, the People’s Government of Liaoning Province further expanded the protection 
areas and construction control zones (buffer zones) of the Zhaoling Tomb and the 
Fuling Tomb. Based on relevant stipulations, the protection area of the Zhaoling Tomb 
is 47.89 hectares, and the size of the construction control zone (buffer zone) is 318.74 
hectares. 

c-3 Study and protection of the cultural relics of the Zhaoling Tomb and the 
environment of these cultural relics 

1.  Effectively carry out research on cultural relics 
The management department of the Zhaoling Tomb attaches great importance to 

scientific research on the cultural relics and always give high priority to the protection, 
appropriate utilisation, publicizing and studying of the cultural relics. It has 
successively printed or published special works or theses, which include Qing Taizong 
Huangtaiji, Zhaoling of Shenjing, Corrections to the Years when Qing Taizu and Qing 
Taizong Were Buried in the Underground Palaces of Fuling and Zhaoling, Correction 
to the Year when the Stone Archway of the Zhaoling Tomb Was Built and Disabusing 
of the Burial Place of Concubine Chen in Guanju Palace. These special works and 
theses cover extensive studies in the areas of the mausoleum system, the funeral and 
burial system, the mausoleum architectures and the live of the mausoleums owners. 
They deeply explored the historical and cultural contents of the Zhaoling Tomb and 
lent valuable materials for better publicising and demonstrating the Zhaoling Tomb. 

2.  Effectively protect and maintain the ancient architectures 
Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, all governments of 

Shenyang City and Huanggu District, as well as cultural relic management 
departments, have tried their best to raise funds. They gradually increased their effort 
in rescue repairs of the cultural relics and architectures of the Zhaoling Tomb and in 
the protection and daily repairs and maintenance of the site. They carried out a 
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planned and stepped protection method in protecting the cultural relics and 
architecture of the Zhaoling Tomb. In the areas of concept design, implementation 
technique, use of materials and planning and distribution, they strictly followed the 
principle of preserving the original historical status, so as to effectively guarantee the 
historical authenticity of the Zhaoling Tomb. Meanwhile, in order to strengthen 
management and protection of cultural relics, the management department of the 
Zhaoling Tomb also made great efforts to demonstrate to the public the historical 
significance and value of protection of the cultural heritage to enhance the sense of 
responsibility and patriotic enthusiasm of visitors. In addition, it also made effective 
effort to prevent fire and increase fire-prevention measures, provided professional 
education to its staff and managerial personnel to enhance the managerial level of the 
management team, and continuously improved management methods and the 
management agency.  

3.  Strengthen effort to restore the environment of the mausoleum areas  
Based on the requirements of the City Government on urban planning, the 

management department of the Zhaoling Tomb has formulated and implemented in 
recent years the Comprehensive Plan to Restore the Environment of the Management 
Areas of the Zhaoling Tomb. First, efforts have been made to clean wastewater and 
trash left by visitors; to eliminate potential menaces to the cultural relics, such as fire 
and carvings; and to prohibit visitors to step on, burn and plucking the ancient pines. 
Second, efforts have been made to demolish some of the modern constructions in the 
surrounding areas, recover green vegetation and restore the ecological environment of 
the surrounding areas of the mausoleum. Third, efforts have been made to enlarge 
vegetation coverage in the mausoleum area, plant trees mainly of black pine and pitch 
pine sorts, plant tall trees near the highways to block off dusts, and plant trees such as 
acacias and ginkgo that can clean the air. It has been planned since last year to plant 
5000 pitch pines of 15 years of age in three years time, as well as 15000 foliage 
bushes and corolla trees, so as to ease the wreckage to plant resources. Fourth, efforts 
have been made to build slope protections and retaining walls in areas with sharp 
gradients to minimise the possibility of soil erosion. Fifth, regulations have been made 
to strengthen management and control pollution sources, such as wastewater, trash 
and waste gas, and channel all drainage ditches into the cesspools of public toilets that 
are regularly cleared with treatment vehicles. Additional clean-style toilets have been 
built in areas with high density of visitors, with more efforts to prevent seepage and 
leakage of toilets, strengthen management over the maintenance of the cleanliness, 
prevent toilets from polluting the environment, and regularly clean and ship away 
toilet trash to external areas. Efforts have been made to add more trashcans and to 
gradually implement the classified trash collection system. Meanwhile, environment 
protection personnel have been employed to clean the scattered trash in time and 
conduct regular thorough cleaning in the mausoleum area. Efforts have also been 
made to strengthen publicity and supervision so as to make visitors consciously 
protect and cherish the cleanliness of the environment and to prohibit random disposal 
of trash. Sixth, vehicles have been prohibited to enter the mausoleum area since 2002. 
Visitors can ride the special environmental-friendly vehicles and electrical vehicles of 
the mausoleum to enter the area, and the noise pollution in the mausoleum area is put 
under control. Seventh, boats and visitors on the lake of the mausoleum are prohibited 
to throw trash and poisonous or hazardous materials into the water. Efforts have been 
made to prohibit motor boats (ships) burning oil to sail on the lake, develop boats and 
wooden boats burning liquefied gas, and regularly monitor the water quality. So far, 
all these measures have achieved preliminary results.  
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d.  Agencies with Management Authority 

State Administration of Cultural Heritage of the People’s Republic of China 
No. 10, North Chaoyangmen Street, Dongcheng District, Beijing, China (Postal 

code: 100020) 
Department of Culture of Liaoning Province 
No. 14, Shaoshuanfu Lan, Shenhe District, Shenyang City, Liaoning Province, 

China (Postal code: 110011) 
Bureau of Urban Construction Management of Shenyang City 
No. 58, Wu’ai Street, Shenhe District, Shenyang City, Liaoning Province, China 

(Postal code: 110015) 
Beiling Park Management Division of Shenyang City 
No. 12, Taishan Street, Huanggu District, Shenyan City, Liaoning Province, 

China (Postal code: 110034) 
 

e. Level at Which Management Is Exercised and Name and 
Address of Responsible Person for Contact Purpose 
The Zhaoling Tomb is a national-level key cultural relic protection unit. 

According to relevant requirements, the agency directly manages the Zhaoling Tomb 
as well as the local government and residents must not reconstruct or add any other 
construction inside the protection area. The establishment of any important 
construction or protection project, or the addition or reconstruction of any 
non-cultural relic architecture inside the construction control zone (buffer zone), must 
be examined by experts and reported to the Shenyang City Government, the Cultural 
Bureau of Liaoning Province and the State Administration of Cultural Heritage for 
approval. No agency or person may engage in regulation-breaching construction 
inside the protection area and the construction control zone. Both the Central 
Government and the local governments at all levels are concerned with the protection 
of the authenticity and integrity of the Zhaoling Tomb, and the measures are 
appropriate and effective. 

Organ in Charge of Management:  
The Beiling Park Management Division of Shenyang City  
Chief:  
Lu Zhaoming 
Address:  
No. 12, Taishan Street, Huanggu District, Shenyan City, Liaoning Province, PRC 

(Postal code: 110034) 
 

f.  Agreed Plans Related to the Property 
The Plan to Use the World Bank Loan to Maintain and Manage the Zhaoling 

Tomb in Shenyang during 2002-2005  
 

g.  Sources and Levels of Finance 
Main sources of protection and management fund include: 
(1) Financial appropriations by the State, the Province and the City, which 

totalled about RMB5 million during the period from 1989 (when they were ever 
recorded) to 2001; and 

(2) Self-raised funds by Beiling Park Management Division, which totalled 
about RMB3 million during 1989-2001. 
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All the above funds were used according to the principle of special funds for 
special purposes. 

 
h. Sources of Expertise and Training in the Fields of Conservation 

and Management Techniques  
The main sources of professional knowledge necessary for the maintenance and 

protection of the Zhaoling Tomb include the following: 
(1) Experts and scholars from the Provincial Cultural Relic Department, the 

Municipal Cultural Relic Department, experts on ancient pines and ancient 
architectures from Britain, experts and scholars from the City Environmental Science 
Research Institute, the Ancient Architecture Department of Shenyang Imperial Palace 
and the Ancient Architecture Company were invited to provide guidance and 
assistance to the maintenance and protection work;  

(2) Excellent staff was selected for training in institutes of higher learning and 
in training courses sponsored by the State Administration of Cultural Heritage and the 
Cultural Relic Bureau of Shenyang City on the protection and management of ancient 
architectures and cultural relics, or to study in the advance ancient architecture and 
cultural relic protection units or to engage in self-study based on their actual work. 

Every year, the Management Division of Beiling Park would take off certain time 
to hold “training course on mausoleum knowledge”, “training course for narrators” 
“training course on caring for the ancient trees” “training course for security and fire 
prevention staff”, “fire control demonstration excise” and “training course for service 
staff”, so as to continuously enhance the quality of the protection and managerial 
staff. 

 
i. Visitor Facilities and Statistics 

The Zhaoling Tomb is opened to the general public; 
Mid-sized restaurant 
Tourist service center 1 (Located at the entrance of the mausoleum, the center 

provides tourists with guides, consultancy reference materials) and other services 
Narration service offices 2 
Shopping service centers 2; 
Parking 2 
Toilets 6 
Boards of direction 58  
Boards of introductory remarks at buildings open to tourists 16. 

 
Visitors to the Zhaoling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty and Their Composition 

(in 1,000 persons)
Year Total number Composition 

 Domestic External  
1949－1980 11740 11740 No separate accounting 

1981 1664.544 1664.544 No separate accounting 
1982 1847.895 1847.895 No separate accounting 
1983 1601.759 1601.759 No separate accounting 
1984 1853.879 1853.879 No separate accounting 
1985 1879.512 1879.512 No separate accounting 
1986 2129.682 2129.682 No separate accounting 
1987 1986.645 1986.645 No separate accounting 
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1988 1607.030 1607.030 No separate accounting 
1989 1411.036 1411.036 No separate accounting 
1990 1453.229 1453.229 No separate accounting 
1991 1213.022 1213.022 No separate accounting 
1992 972.302 972.302 No separate accounting 
1993 914.985 914.985 No separate accounting 
1994 760.483 760.483 No separate accounting 
1995 704.270 704.270 No separate accounting 
1996 672.369 672.369 No separate accounting 
1997 927.181 927.181 No separate accounting 
1998 422.757 422.757 No separate accounting 
1999 389.479 370.626 18.853 
2000 475.632 439.005 36.627 
2001 343.639 322.277 21.362 
Total 36971.366 36894.524 76.842 

 
j. Property Management Plan and Statement of Objectives  

In order to further strengthen management over ancient architectures and ancient 
pine trees in the Zhaoling Tomb and raise the levels of protection, research, display 
and publicity, the Management Division of Beiling Park of Shenyang City formulated 
in 2001 the Plan to Use the World Bank Loan to Maintain and Manage the Zhaoling 
Tomb in Shenyang in 2002-2005. The guiding ideology and overall objectives of this 
management plan include the following: further strengthening management over the 
Zhaoling Tomb according to the Convention concerning the Protection of World 
Cultural and Natural Heritage and relevant principles and charters concerning 
protection of cultural heritage, as well as relevant laws and legal stipulations such as 
the Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of Cultural Relics; 
creating a relatively complete management system and a dynamic operation system 
for ancient pines and ancient architectures; and strengthen the basic work of “four 
with” (with protection area, with protection signs, with protection management staff 
and with protection records) to maintain the ancient architectures, care for the ancient 
pines and the historical site of the mausoleum, so as to maintain the authenticity and 
integrity of the mausoleum architectures and the relevant environment forever and 
continuously raise the level of management and demonstration. 

j-1 On the protection of property and its environments 
Effectively implement the Plan to Use the World Bank Loan to Maintain and 

Manage Zhaoling in Shenyang in 2002-2005 and complete the rescue repair and 
protection projects for some of the broken architectures of the imperial mausoleum by 
2006. Thoroughly clean the interior and the surrounding environment of the 
mausoleum and move out all constructions that affect the sight and the quality of 
environment of the mausoleum for a complete restoration. 

The 2850 ancient pines are an important resource of beauty for the sight of the 
Zhaoling Tomb. In the next five years, effort will be made to continue to use the 
means of modern science and technology to recover the vigour of and care for the 
trees, actively rescue and care for a group of ailing ancient pines and effectively 
strengthen regular management over afforestation and strengthen environmental 
protection. 

j-2 On the work of research 
Effort will be made to fully utilise historical literatures, cultural relics, historical 

sites and research materials related to the Zhaoling Tomb and continue to carry out 
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targeted scientific research and academic exchange. In the next five years, one or two 
seminars will be held on imperial mausoleums in the Qing Dynasty to strengthen 
exchange with foreign scholars. Meanwhile, effort will be made to strengthen the 
construction of the scientific research team, expand scientific research areas, raise the 
level of scientific research and continuously achieve new scientific research results. 

j-3 On the work of publicity and demonstration 
Efforts will be made to continue to hold popular exhibitions and performance, 

including the “display of weapons of the Eight Banners of the Qing Dynasty”, “the 
display of waxworks of Qing Taizong and his empress and concubines” “the display 
of imperial tables, desks and utensils” “the display of historical materials on the 
Zhaoling Tomb” and “the performance of imperial sacrifice ceremony of the Zhaoling 
Tomb”. Effort will be made to make video materials and use the internet to publicize 
the history and culture of the Zhaoling Tomb to both Chinese and foreign audience 
with advanced video and audio means. In the next five years, three to four exhibitions 
on the history and culture of the Zhaoling Tomb will be held in China and abroad.  

Efforts will be made to fully utilize various media to continue publicity on the 
history and culture of the Zhaoling Tomb, continue to publish specialized works and 
popular readings on the culture of the Zhaoling Tomb and strengthen the team of 
narrators and raise the level of narration service.  

j-4 On the work of tourism 
Based on the requirements of the Overall Planning and Design Program of 

Beiling Park, and on the preconditions of protection, effort will be made to combine 
protection and utilisation and effectively engage in the sustainable development of the 
tourist industry.  

j-5 On strengthening the management team 
Efforts will be made to continuously deepen the reform of cultural heritage 

undertaking, further improve the management system, strengthen various 
management centred on improvement of the responsibility system based on the actual 
conditions of the Zhaoling Tomb, complete the operation system, and adopt scientific 
management. Efforts will be made to include cultural heritage protection into the local 
economic and social development plan, construction planning, budget, system reform, 
and the major agenda and the target management responsibility system of the 
Management Department of Beiling Park, and continue to strengthen protection of 
ancient pines and ancient architectures. 

Efforts will be made to effectively carry out staff training and make them 
frequent, efficient and popular, so as to improve the legal awareness, mentality and 
professional skills of the staff. Systematically train and introduce personnel with 
modern management knowledge specialised in cultural relic protection, information 
technology and foreign languages to infuse vitality and raise the overall level of the 
staff team. 
k. Staffing levels 

At present, the Management Department of the Zhaoling Tomb has 550 staff 
engaged in protection and management. Of which, 444 are professionals specialised in 
ancient pine and architecture research, historical research, environmental planning, 
architectural design, ancient architecture maintenance and repair, cultural relic display 
and publicity and narration. They take up 80 of the total of the staff and workers. 
Among them, 56 have higher than junior college education, which were 10% of the 
entire staff and workers.  
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5. Factors that Affect the Property 
 
a.  Development Pressures 

Urban reconstruction and business operation activities as well as the 
development of the tourist industry have encroached on the surrounding areas of the 
Zhaoling Tomb. Some out-of-place construction facilities, facilities of water 
conservancy management stations, electrical facilities and communication and hotel 
facilities on the land of the protection area do not only affect the sight but also 
constitute threats to the security of the ancient pines and architectures. Along with the 
formulation and implementation of the Overall Planning and Design Program of 
Beiling Park and the Plan to Use the World Bank Loan to Maintain and Manage the 
Zhaoling Tomb in Shenyang in 2002-2005, such problems will be solved gradually. 
However, effort should still be made to prevent problems that violate the regulation 
and management stipulations, and adopt effective measures to rectify the few 
regulation-breaching acts.  

 
b.  Environmental Pressures 

The Zhaoling Tomb is situated in the middle of Liaohe Plain in a semi-humid 
climate area of northern Temperate Zone. Its southern part composes of a broad plain 
and the Hun River valley, with a landscape high in the northeast and low in the 
southwest and an altitude of 36-65 meters. Based on years of monitoring by the 
environmental and weather departments, the environmental conditions of the Zhaoling 
Tomb is: 

1. The quality of atmospheric environment: 
Unit: mg/m3 

Item 
Unit  SO2 NO2 TSP Dusk fall 

Zhaoling Tomb 0.055 0.049 0.212 21.44t/km2·Month
GB3095-1926 Class II 0.15 0.12 0.30  
 

The above table shows that the air quality of the Zhaoling Tomb has reached the 
second class of state standard, and the air quality of the area is satisfactory. 

2. Quality of surface water: 
Unit: mg/l 

Item
Unit  COD NH4-N BOD5  

North Canal (average value of the entire river) 28 3.23 ——  
Beiling Lake (ample flow period) 30 1.08  2.4  
GHJB1-1999 Class IV  ≤30 ≤1.0 ≤6  
 

The above table shows that near the Zhaoling Tomb, the quality of water of the 
North Canal is significantly polluted by NH4-N, which is 2.23 times over the standard; 
and the quality of water of Beiling Lake is slightly polluted by NH4-N, which is 0.08 
times over the standard. 

3. Climate in Zhaoling area: 
The Zhaoling Tomb is situated in the northern Temperate Zone and has a 

semi-humid continental climate under the influence of monsoon. Its main characters 
include: clearly different four seasons, raining season coinciding with hot season, 
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concentrated rain fall, ample sunshine, significant temperature difference and long 
winter. The annual frost-free period is 147-164 days. Most of the rain fall concentrates 
in July-September, which takes 70-80% of the annual total. The annual evaporation 
capacity is 1408-1765 mm, and the atmospheric aridity is 0.9-1.0. The coldest month 
is January. The extremely coldest temperature is -33°C, the extremely hottest 
temperature is 39.3°C, and the annual average temperature is 7.9°C. There is plenty of 
sunshine. The average annual sunshine is 2596.3 hours, the average daily sunshine is 
7.2 hours, the longest daily sunshine is 8.6 hours (May), and the shortest is 5.0 hours 
(December). In winter, the deepest snow ever was 28 cm, and the land freezing depth 
was 1.2 meters. Most of the winds come from the south. The average annual wind 
speed is 3.1m/s, and the fastest wind speed is 5m/s in April. The average number of 
precipitation days is 92.8 days. The annual average amount of precipitation is 743.5 
mm, and the most was 1064.9 mm and the least was 341.1 mm. The depth of 
underground water is 5-25 meters. 

The above climate conditions show that the Zhaoling Tomb area has a long 
winter season. When brick and stone structures freeze up with humidity, they usually 
dilate, and after frost melting, they apt to break up. However, as the stone components 
of the Zhaoling Tomb were made of granite and the bricks were made with high fire 
temperature and high quality of earth, the stone and brick components of the Zhaoling 
Tomb have not been affected much by the cold weather.  

 
c.  Natural Disasters and Prevention  

Major natural disasters affecting the environmental security of the ancient pines 
and ancient architectures of the Zhaoling Tomb include earthquake, flood, plague of 
pests and fire. 

Earthquake 
According to historical records, Shenyang area used to experience a destructive 

earthquake of 5.5 degrees (On 15 March 1965 near the Imperial Palace in Shenyang 
City). 

In recent years, there have been frequent minor earthquakes. During 1971-1988, 
there were altogether 66 minor earthquakes, and the most serious one was 2.7 degrees 
(In Yingda Township of Dongling District). 

Flood 
Since 1951, the average annual experiences of rainstorm is 2.1 times (Except 

1967, 1972, 1976 and 1982, that had no rainstorm). They are concentrated in late July 
and early to mid August. Flood is the major disaster of Shenyang City. However, as 
the land of the Zhaoling Tomb is higher than the western and southern part of 
Shenyang City, the destruction is limited.  

Plague of pests 
Plague of pests constitutes a threat to trees in the mausoleum area. Since the 

Garden Management Division of the Urban Construction Bureau of Shenyang City 
took over the management of the Zhaoling Tomb in 1959, it has set up a joint network 
to prevent plague of pests to the forests. Through continuous daily monitoring and 
timely prevention and control, there has been no plague of pests for many years. 

Fire 
Fire and lightening are serious threats to the mausoleum architectures. According 

to record, thunder fire struck and thoroughly destroyed Daming Pavilion on 29 May 
1936 and broke the Stone Stele. The Stone Stele was later bind together by two iron 
hoops, and Daming Pavilion was reconstructed only in 1939. In light of the above 
lesson, the Management Department of the Zhaoling Tomb has continuously 
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strengthened management and adopted measures to strengthen fire prevention. It has 
fixed lightening rods in all the main ancient architecture groups in the mausoleum and 
carried out regular inspection, installed fire alarm facilities in all individual buildings, 
equipped itself with sufficient fire prevention equipment and vehicles and set up a 
voluntary fire control team with over 100 members, so as to guarantee fire safety of 
the ancient architectures. As a result, there has been no serious fire hazard and fire 
accident for successive years.  

 
d.  Visitor Tourism Pressure 

Since 1978, the number of visitors to the Zhaoling Tomb from home and abroad 
gradually increased. In 1981-2001 alone, more than 25.23 million tourists visited the 
Zhaoling Tomb. The annual average people/time reached 1.2 million. The highest 
annual average people/time reached 2.13 million, and the largest number of daily 
visitors exceeded 100,000. Tourists came mostly during May-September. The large 
influx of tourists has brought certain pressure on the protection of the Zhaoling Tomb, 
which mainly covers the following five areas: 

(1) Trampling and touch by tourists have caused damage to ground bricks and 
stone carvings; 

(2) Growing trash has polluted the environment to certain degree; 
(3) Growing number of tourists makes it difficult to maintain the order in the 

mausoleum area;  
(4) Smoking by tourists is apt to cause fire and constitute a threat to the ancient 

architecture and pine trees; and  
(5) Growing number of tourists has created certain pressure on road traffic and 

parking ground.  
The Managing Department of the Zhaoling Tomb has taken the following 

measures to solve these problems: 
(1) Put iron protection rails on the stone steps and protection rails around the 

stone carvings in the mausoleum that are opened to the public; 
(2) Set up a full-time cleaning team to clean various trash and divided solid 

trash for separate disposal to strengthen environmental protection; 
(3) Set up a full-time Comprehensive Management Office to maintain tourist 

order and closely cooperate with the public security and security departments resident 
in the mausoleum area to strengthen management over security and tourist order; 

(4) Defined no-smoking areas, put up sign boards to ban smoking and 
designated special staff to carry out supervision; and 

(5) Set up various road traffic signs and expanded the parking ground to 
guarantee good tourist traffic order.  
 
e. Number of Inhabitants Within the Property Construction Control 

Area (Buffer Zone)  
There is no resident within the protection scope of the Zhaoling Tomb. However, 

there are 22 units and 207 residential households inside the construction control zone 
at present, with a total number of 2074 people from both the units and households. 
The units and household residences inside the zone out of historical reasons are 
situated between the outer area of Beiling Park to Taishan Street and Huanghe Street 
and Dongling Street. The recently built construction is 200 meters away from the 
mausoleum. As all the above constructions are certain distance away from the 
mausoleum, they have not yet constituted significant threat to the mausoleum 
environment. However, for the long-term interest of heritage protection, effort should 
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be made to prevent regulation-breaching construction and rectify the few acts of 
regulation-breaching construction according to law, legal regulations and planning. 

 
f. Other Factors  

None 
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6. Monitoring 
 
a.  Key Indicators for Monitoring the State of Conservation  

a-1 Perfection ratio of conservation 
At present, there are 38 various architectures in the Zhaoling Tomb. Of which, 

45% are partially broken and need repair, 50% are basically intact, and 5% remain 
fully intact.  

a-2 Major indexes affecting the quality and safety of the wood-structured 
buildings 

Roof leakage: some roofs now suffer from leakage and will be mended. 
Damage, breaking, rotten and decay of the wooden components of the 

architectures: some wooden components now suffer from these problems at various 
degrees and will be mended according to the principle of maximum conservation of 
the original status. 

a-3 Major phenomena of influences upon the quality and safety of brick and 
stone structures  

Surface weathering and damage: daily monitoring, timely prevention, and gluing 
and repairs. 
 
b.  Administrative Arrangements for Monitoring the Property  

All levels of governments and cultural relic management departments always 
attach great importance to the protection of the property. In particular, the 
Management Division of Beiling Park of Shenyang City, which shoulders the daily 
management responsibility, has a relatively complete and very effective property 
monitoring system. It has set up a Management Office to be responsible for 
monitoring the quality of the main buildings and subsidiary buildings in the 
mausoleum, making timely tours to grasp the status of various buildings, making 
timely maintenance and repair proposals to the upper level department, formulating 
maintenance and protection plans and maintenance plans, organizing construction 
teams qualified for maintaining ancient architectures to implement the construction 
strictly according to plans approved by the State Administration of Cultural Heritage, 
and employing provincial and city ancient architecture experts to check and supervise 
the overall quality of construction. Meanwhile, it is also responsible for monitoring 
the mausoleum environment, formulating plans to restore the mausoleum environment, 
handling events that affect the view and quality of the mausoleum environment in a 
timely manner, and providing guidance to the Management Division of the 
mausoleum in afforestation and improvement of the quality of the environment. The 
Security Section is responsible for monitoring the security of the mausoleum 
buildings; making timely proposals to guarantee the security of the ancient pines and 
ancient buildings; checking the functions of the alarm facilities, lightening prevention 
facilities, fire prevention facilities and theft prevention facilities; organizing 
professional training for the voluntary fire control team and taking command of fire 
control operations. As all staff and workers of all relevant functional departments give 
full account and devotion to their work, they have guaranteed the safety of the 
property.  
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Chart of the System for Monitoring of the Zhaoling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty 
The Monitoring Leadership Group Group leader: Lu Zhaoming 

Deputy group leader: Liu Xiangdong 
Members: Kang Kai, Zhao Ripeng, Li Xin and Ding 
Yongjie 

Items to be monitoring 1. Monitoring over the conservation status of all ancient 
architectures of the Zhaoling Tomb, including houses, 
walls, brick grounds, watercourses, bridges, rain water 
drainage canals, and accessories over the ancient 
architectures (stone gates, horizontal tablets, couplets, stone 
carvings and colour paintings); 
2. Monitoring over the current status of the ancient pines 
inside the mausoleum area of the Zhaoling Tomb; 
3. Monitoring over the security of the cultural relics and the 
ancient pines of the Zhaoling Tomb; and 
4. Monitoring over the environment of the Zhaoling Tomb, 
and requiring that the quality of air is better than Class II, 
the quality of underground water reaches Class II, and the 
quality of sound environment reaches Class II. 

The system for management of 
monitoring 

1. Making regular monitoring record; 
2. Reporting to the Monitoring Leadership Group once 
every half month; and 
3. Summarizing monitoring information of the property 
once every half year. 

 
c. Results of Previous Reporting Exercises 

Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, and especially over the 
past few years, continuous efforts have been made to strengthen protection over the 
property and successive documents have been formulated on the protection of the 
property, which mainly include the following:  

c-1 Implementation Plan of the Project to Repair Long’en Hall and the Ease 
Side-hall of Beiling Park, formulated by the Gardening Institute of the Urban 
Construction Bureau of Shenyang City in 1952.  

It was related to the repair of the damaged parts of Long’en Hall and the East 
Side-hall of the Zhaoling Tomb, which incurred an expenditure of RMB 183,479,605 
million (value of Renminbi at that time). 

c-2 The Plan of the Project to Repair the Collapsed Mausoleum Walls of 
Beiling, formulated by the Garden Management Division of the Urban 
Construction Bureau of Shenyang City in 1962.  

The project covered (1) repairing of the brick walls of the Square City and the 
Crescent City; (2) repairing of the 480 m2 base of the roofing of Daming Pavilion, 
with a budget of RMB6000; and (3) some sporadic repairs. It was completed in the 
same year. 

c-3 Maintenance and Management Plan for Ancient Pines of Beiling, 
formulated by the Urban Construction Bureau of Shenyang City in 1962. 

It covered tasks to set up wooden enclosures around the ancient pines, and 
scarifying, fertilizing and pruning the trees. 

c-4 Plan to Explore the Causes of the Withering Ancient Pines of Beiling, 
formulated and implemented by the Urban Construction Bureau of Shenyang 
City in 1963. 

It involved an academic study over the cause of withering ancient pines, and the 
study team was composed of experts, professor and relevant personnel. 

c-5 Implementation Plan for Repairing Ancient Cultural Relics of Beiling, 
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formulated by the Urban Construction Bureau of Shenyang City in 1971. 
After the Urban Construction Bureau of Shenyang City carried out a study in the 

status of damage of the cultural relics of the Zhaoling Tomb, it proposed the repair 
plan. In the same year, it approved the Report on the Reconstruction of the Gate of 
Beiling. Investment was controlled under RMB10,000. 

c-6 Implementation Plan to Build the Factory Protection Wall in the Green 
Area on the Northeast Side of Beiling Park, formulated and implemented by the 
Garden Management Division of Shenyang City in 1979. 

The report proposed to build an enclosing wall with a length of 1200 meters from 
the northeast corner of the Zhaoling Tomb along the natural course of Lingdong Road, 
open a side entrance in the middle of the wall and build a small management house. 

c-7 Plan to Implement the Project to Repair the Main Red Gate and Its 
Walls in the Mausoleum, formulated by Beiling Park of the City Urban 
Construction Bureau in 1982. 

It repaired and restored the surface of the walls and some roof tiles. The project 
was completed in December of the same year. 

c-8 Plan to Implement the Project to Fortify the Stone Stele Pavilion of 
Beiling, formulated by Beiling Park of the City Urban Construction Bureau in 
1988. 

With cracks growing on the body of Stone Stele Pavilion, it proposed to put four 
iron poles respectively on the south and north sides to support and reinforce the 
architecture. 

c-9 Plan to Implement the Project to Repair the Ancient Architectures in 
Zhaoling Mausoleum, formulated by Beiling Park of the City Urban 
Construction Bureau in 1997.  

It was a comprehensive repair plan based on detailed investigation in the 
Zhaoling Tomb mausoleum. The entire project completed the next year. The City 
Construction Bureau invested a repair fund of RMB2 million for the project. 

c-10 Plan to Implement the Comprehensive Restoration Project to Demolish 
and Resettle Constructions and People and Restore the Original Sight of the 
Surrounding Areas of the Zhaoling Tomb, formulated and implemented by 
Beiling Park of the City Urban Construction Bureau in 2001. 

In order to blend the environmental views harmoniously with the mausoleum, the 
City Planning Institute made a plan to dismantle constructions built in recent yeas, 
such as Youyuan Hotel, 007 Castle, playing and pleasure facilities, and fixed public 
utility facilities, and resettle residential households and gardens from inside the Park. 
The demolition, resettlement and restoration project was completed in the same year. 

c-11 Plan to Implement the Project to Reconstruct the Main Entrance of 
Beiling Park, formulated by Beiling Park of the City Urban Construction Bureau 
in 2001. 

According to the Plan, the entrance made of reinforced concrete built in 1994 
was demolished. A three-aperture gate with structures made of stone, brick and wood 
in ancient architectural style was erected, which was elaborately designed by the City 
Planning Institute. The project was completed on October 1 of the same year.  
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7.  Documentation  
 
a. Drawings, Photographs, Slides and Video Tapes 

a.1 Drawings 
Drawing 1. General Layout of the Zhaoling Tomb 
Drawing 2. Front View of the Stele Pavilion 
Drawing 3. Front View of the Main Red Gate 
Drawing 4. Side View of Long’en Hall 
Drawing 5. Front View of Long’en Hall 
Drawing 6. Front and Side views of the Cloud Pillar 
Drawing 7. Front View of Long’en Gate 
Drawing 8. Side View of Long’en Gate 
Drawing 9. Side View of the Grand Stele Pavilion 
Drawing 10. Sectional View of the Grand Stele Pavilion 
Drawing 11. Front View of the (West) Side-hall  
Drawing 12. Side View of the (West) Side-hall 
Drawing 13. Front View of the East Side-pavilion 
Drawing 14. Front View of the Turret 
Drawing 15. Sectional View of Daming Pavilion 
a-2 Slides (to be attached separately) 
a-3 Video Tapes (to be attached separately) 

 
b.  Copies of Property Management Plans and Extracts of Other 

Plans Relevant to the Property, As Well As Excerpts of the Laws 
and Regulations Regarding Property Management 

 
I.  Constitution of the People’s Republic of China (adopted by the 

fifth meeting of the Fifth Session of the National People’s Congress on 4 
December 1982 and issued for implementation on 4 December 1982) 
(Excerpt)  

Omitted, same as for Yongling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty. 
 
II. The Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of 

Cultural Relics (adopted by the 25th meeting of the Standing Committee 
of the Fifth Session of the National People Congress on 19 November 
1982, and amended on the 30th meeting of the Standing Committee of the 
Ninth Session of the National People’s Congress on 28 October 2002) 
(Excerpt)  

Omitted, same as for Yongling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty. 
 
III. Measures of Liaoning Province for the Implementation of the 

Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of Cultural 
Relics (adopted by the 21st meeting of the Standing Committee of the Six 
Session of the People’s Congress of Liaoning Province on 20 July 1986) 
(Excerpt)  

Omitted, same as for Yongling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty. 
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IV. Circular on the Announcement of the Protection Scopes and 

Construction Control Zones of 159 Above-provincial-level Cultural Relic 
Protection Units (document of the People’s Government of Liaoning 
Province, L.Z.F. [1993] No. 8) (Excerpt) 
 

Annex 1: 
 

Scope of protection and construction control zone of the units of cultural relics 
under protection 

Scope of protection and construction control zone of units of cultural relics under 
key protection at the state level 

… 
3. The Zhaoling Tomb (Beiling Street, Huanggu District, Shenyang City) 
Scope of protection: 
The zone of key protection: within the red walls of the Square City 
The zone of ordinary protection: within 120 meters outside the red walls of the 

Square City in the east, west and north, and within 180 meters in the south (including 
the area within 30 meters outside the Sacred Bridge).  

The construction control zone: outside the ordinary protection zone to the 
enclosing walls of the Park on the four sides. The height of buildings inside this area 
is controlled under 6 meters, and the style, model and size of the buildings must 
match the mausoleum architectures. No building may be constructed within 60 meters 
of the two sides of the central line of the imperial road. 

… 
Annex 2: 
 

Notes on the scope of protection and construction control zone units of cultural 
relics under protection 

Omitted, same as for Yongling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty. 
 

V. Management Regulations for Protection of the One Palace and the 
Two Mausoleums (Excerpt) 

… 
Article 2.  Omitted, same as for Fuling Tomb. 
Article 3.  Omitted, same as for Fuling Tomb. 
Article 4.  Omitted, same as for Fuling Tomb. 
Article 5.  Omitted, same as for Fuling Tomb. 
Article 6.  Omitted, same as for Fuling Tomb. 
Article 7.  Omitted, same as for Fuling Tomb. 
Article 8. Omitted, same as for Fuling Tomb. 
Article 9. Omitted, same as for Fuling Tomb. 
Article 10. Omitted, same as for Fuling Tomb. 
Article 11. The protection scope of the one palace and two mausoleums are 

divided into key protection areas and the general protection areas. 
… 
The zone of key protection of the Zhaoling Tomb: within the red walls of the 

Square City 
The zone of ordinary protection: within 120 meters outside the red walls of the 
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Square City in the east, west and north, within 180 meters in the south (including the 
area within 30 meters outside the Sacred Bridge), and within 60 meters of the two 
sides of the central line of the imperial road. 

Article 12. Defining the construction control zones outside the protection scope 
of the one palace and two mausoleums … 

The construction control zone of the Zhaoling Tomb: from the outer side of the 
protection area to the south side of the Second Ring Road in the north, to the west side 
of Lingdong Street in the east, to the north side of Taishan Street in the south and to 
the east side of Huanghe Street in the west. 

Article 13. Omitted, same as for Fuling Tomb. 
Article 14. Buildings and structures to be constructed inside the construction 

control zones of the one palace and two mausoleums must be approved by the 
competent cultural relic administrative department and competent urban planning 
administrative department. 

… 
Inside the construction control zone of the Zhaoling Tomb, the height of 

buildings within the enclosing walls of the Park is controlled under 6 meters, and the 
height and style of buildings and structures outside the enclosing walls of the Park 
must match that of the surrounding areas. 

Article 15. Omitted, same as for Fuling Tomb. 
Article 16. Omitted, same as for Fuling Tomb. 
Article 17. Omitted, same as for Fuling Tomb. 
Article 18. Omitted, same as for Fuling Tomb. 
Article 19. Omitted, same as for Fuling Tomb. 
Article 20. Omitted, same as for Fuling Tomb. 
Article 21. Omitted, same as for Fuling Tomb. 
Article 22. Omitted, same as for Fuling Tomb. 
Article 23. Omitted, same as for Fuling Tomb. 
Article 24. Omitted, same as for Fuling Tomb. 
… 

 
VI. Written Reply of the State Council of the People’s Republic of 

China to the Overall Urban Planning of Shenyang City (10 January 2000) 
(Excerpt) 

… 
G. must attach sufficient importance to the protection of famous historical and 

cultural cities. … must emphasis on the protection of … historical streets and … The 
Zhaoling Tomb and all other levels of cultural relics protection unit and its 
surrounding areas. 

… 
 
VII. The Overall Urban Planning of Shenyang City (1996-2010) 

(Excerpt) 
… 

H. Protection and tourism of famous historical and cultural cities 
… 
67. Cultural relics units under priority protection include: the 59 

above-municipal-level cultural relic, historical site and ancient architecture protection 
projects, including … The Zhaoling Tomb …. The protection scopes include the 
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principal parts and the already defined protection areas around it. … 
… 
69.…  
The Zhaoling Tomb shall, keep the original style of the architecture groups and 

the entire site. No new buildings and structure may be constructed around the walls of 
the mausoleum and inside the forest of ancient pines. 

… 
 
VIII. The Plan to Use the World Bank Loan to Protection, Repair 

and Manage the Zhaoling Tomb in Shenyang City in 2002-2005 (Excerpt) 
… 

 
The project to repair the Main Red Gate and the screens on the two sides. 
 
… 
C. Repair plan  
… 
1. Open up tiled roofs, dismantle glazed pendants and decorations, and replace 

the damaged or weathered tiles and decorative parts.  
2. Re-plaster the outer wall surfaces and the inner gate-way surfaces, and patch 

up the weather-damaged wall skirts. 
3. Repair banisters and column caps where necessary. 
4. Rebuild the glazed screen wall, repair its glazed decorative parts, readjust and 

repair the base with Xumi relief and rebuild the wall-top ridge tiles.  
5. Thoroughly clean the Main Red Gate, clear all grass and dirt, and cover the 

surface with one layer of hemp and five coats of mortar. Paint the Gate with three 
coatings of silver-red paint and top them with two coatings of lacquer. The door-knobs 
shall be refitted to security.  

6. As proved by research, the elevated floor should be of large black bricks.  
… 

 
Repair Projects for the Eastern and Western Red Gates and Two Corresponding 

Screen Walls 
 

… 
C. Repair plan 
1. Open up roofs and replace partial decorative parts and tiles, to an extent of 

90% surface area. 
2. The base stones should be refitted to their original position and the wall 

surfaces re-plastered.  
3. Clean the gates’ wall surface to the edge of wood structures, and cover the 

surface with one layer of hemp and five coats of mortar, finished with three coats of 
paint.  

4. The door-knobs should be secured or repaired.  
5. The screen walls shall be rebuilt and their decorative parts repaired.  
6. Replace the screen wall ridge tiles and other decoration parts.  
7. Readjust the inner structures in the ceilings and replace the caustic-corroded 

walls under the gate ceilings with black bricks.  
… 
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Fence Wall Repair Project 
… 
B. Repair Plan 
… 
1. Repair, polish, paint and patch up the wall skirts.  
2. The plastered wall surface should be smoothed over with the same material 

as the original and patched up where necessary, finally covered with red colouring.  
3. Where there are damaged wall-ridge tiles, decorative parts, edge tiles or parts, 

the original tiles should be dismantled and sent to tile restoration shop for remaking, 
followed by reinstallation according to historical records and restoration to the 
original.  

… 
Repair Project for the Change Pavilion and Sacrificial-offerings Storage House 

… 
C. Repair Plan 
… 
1. Open up the roof and replace the decayed roof planks, added with a SBS 

waterproof layer. 
2. All wooden structures with plaster covering should be cleaned to the wooden 

base, places with cracks should de be reopened, filled with bamboo wedges and 
plaster. This is followed by applying with one layer of hemp and five coats of mortar, 
finished with coats of paint and decorative painting. 

3. Replace the weather-damaged bricks in the walls, rebuild the northern wall of 
the costume Changing Pavilion and reinforce the structures inside the Pavilion.  

4. The paving stones will be numbered, adjusted and leveled, staircase stones 
restored, repaired or supplemented.  

5. Restore the original floor of the Sacrificial Offerings Storage House and the 
inner walls of the two main gates will be whitewashed with lime.  

… 
 
Repair Projects for the Screen Walls inside the Courtyards of Costume Changing 

Pavilion and Sacrifice Storage House 
… 
C. Repair Plan 
1. The original screen wall will be measured, and rubbing and photographs will 

be taken on parts thereof.  
2. The original screen wall will be dismantled and rebuilt, added with new 

carvings.  
3. The center parts of the two screen walls will be plastered over and covered 

with red colouring.  
… 

Repair Project for the Main Stele Building 
… 
C. Repair Plan 
… 
1. The roof tiles will be replaced with glazed tiles lined into ridges.  
2. All wooden structures with plaster covering should be cleaned to the wooden 

base, places with cracks should be reopened and filled with bamboo wedges, applying 
with one layer of hemp and five coats of mortar.  

3. The decorative painting parts will be thoroughly cleaned with the “rolling 
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dough” method and photographs and rubbings will be taken. After the base is restored, 
new paintings will be applied.  

… 
Long’en Gate Repair Project 

… 
C. Repair Plan  
… 
1. The caustic-corroded parts in the walls shall be cleared and refilled, the 

cracks repaired and smoothed over, until no crack is visible.  
2. The gate doors and door-knobs will be repaired, the plastered parts shall be 

cleaned to the wooden base, followed by applying with one layer of hemp and five 
coats of mortar, three coats of paint and two finish coats of lacquer.  

3. Inside the gateway, where there are caustic-corroded bricks, they should be 
replaced with dark bricks and sealed at the seams.  

4. Where plaster covers crack or break off, it should be cleaned to the wooden 
base; the cracks should be cleaned and filled with bamboo wedges, then covered with 
one layer of hemp and five layers of mortar. Where the decorative paintings are fading, 
the “rolling dough” cleaning method should be used, followed by rubbings or tracing, 
by corresponding decorative paintings according to the appropriate date and grade, 
and by additional column-top carved wooden support parts where necessary.  

5. Replace tiles, ridge covers, repair or replace glazed decorative parts.  
6. When opening the roof, replace the damaged roof planks or cross beams.  
… 

Repair Project for the Square City and Corner Towers 
… 
C. Repair Plan 
1. Repair the walls with selective clearing, mending or rebuilding.  
2. Selective mending: As result of local caustic corrosion, the hollowed or 

damaged wall parts locate in the lower-middle sections of the walls. Selective 
mending is used to serve the purpose.  

3. Rebuilding: As result of caustic corrosion or expansion, the damaged wall 
parts tend to appear in upper sections of walls. This method is for these situations.  

4. Clear the plastered parts covering the wooden structures to the wooden base, 
followed by applying with one layer of hemp and five layers of mortar, finished with 
coats of paint and colour paintings.  

5. Replace the glazed roof tiles.  
6. Replace part of the damaged roof planks and redo the waterproof layer.  
7. Pave the top of the Square City walls with replaced stone.  
… 

Repair Project for Long’en Hall 
… 
C. Repair Plan 
… 
1. Restore the colour painting decorations of the Long’en Hall by repainting the 

images of gold dragon and jade imperial seal.  
2. The banisters and columns shall be repaired with both traditional and modern 

techniques. The missing carving parts will be repaired according to the original.  
3. The slightly shifted parts will be repositioned and the seriously misplaced 

parts will be renumbered and rebuilt.  
4. The surface of the Xumi base shall be re-paved, covered with refill of 
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stamped lime and earth mixture, at a ratio of 3:7.  
5. Re-align the roof tiles and ridge pieces, add new tiles where necessary.  
6. Clear wood structures covered with plaster to the wooden base and followed 

by applying with one layer of hemp and five layers of mortar, finished with three 
coats of coloured paint and one coat of lacquer.  

… 
Repair Projects for the Eastern and Western Side Halls 

… 
C. Repair Plan 
1. Selectively replace the tiles, using the original ones as far as possible.  
2. Repair column-top carved wooden support parts and finish with colour 

paintings; and restore the walls with patching, rebuilding and so on.  
3. Wherever leakage appeared, dismantle the roof planks and replace them with 

the same material, followed by water-proofing and plastering over.  
4. Clear the plastered wooden parts to the wooden base. In earlier repairs, a 

large amount of modern material was used. This will be corrected during the current 
repair. The wooden parts will be covered with one layer of hemp and five layers of 
mortar, finished with new paint.  

5. The faded or damaged paintings should be restored to their original state 
through repairs and those paintings wrongly restored earlier should be corrected this 
time.  

6. Cracks on the main beams should be treated as follows: clear the cracks, 
hammer in bamboo wedges, fill in glue, apply plaster and cover with one layer of 
hemp and five layers of mortar. The finished colour should be the same as the 
original.  

7. Repair Taiming and the floor inside.  
… 
Repair Projects for Fruit House, Ceremonial house, Sacrificial Offerings 

Preparation House and Imperial Kitchen 
… 
C. Repair Plan 
… 
1. Replace roof tiles (using 40% of original).  
2. Clear plaster covered wooden structures to the wooden base and then clear 

the cracks, hammer in bamboo wedges, fill in glue, apply plaster and cover with one 
layer of hemp and five layers of mortar, finished with paints and colour paintings and 
decorative relief, same as the original.  

3. Replace part of the banisters with SBS waterproofing.  
4. Patch up or rebuild parts of the walls.  
5. Repaint the doors and windows to match the original colours.  
6. Supplement where needed carved animals or brackets.  
7. Restore to its original position the Taiming stones and repair the floor inside.  
… 

Repair Project for the Eastern and Western Side Buildings 
… 
C. Repair Plan 
… 
1. Smooth the surface with the polishing machine, then pave over, joint with 

mortar and touch up.  
2. Utilize the original tiles and replace those that need to be.  
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3. Dismantle and replace all roof planks and replace decayed structural parts 
that are insecure.  

4. Water proof the roof with SBS.  
5. Clear plastered wooden parts to the wooden base and apply one layer of 

hemp and five layers of plaster, followed by paint.  
6. Number the stone slabs at Taiming and restore them to their original position. 

Restore the bricks at Taiming and repair its inside floor.  
7. The overall method of repair is by reinforcing the entire structure and restore 

the necessary parts.  
… 

Repair Project for Daming Pavilion 
… 
C. Repair Plan 
1. Use traditional methods to apply plaster to wooden structures, followed by 

paint coating and painting.  
2. Repair door knobs, doors and windows and repaint them.  
3. Repair damaged wall sections.  
4. When repairing the roof, use as much as possible the original tiles and 

replace with new ones when necessary.  
… 

Repair Project for the Crescent City 
… 
C. Repair Plan 
1. As indicated by survey, the original wall was made of meshing bricks. It is 

suggested to dismantle all half-size bricks along the inner wall of the Crescent City 
near the Daming Building, sank hidden nails and place meshing bricks.  

… 
Repair Project for the Treasure City and Treasure Peak 

… 
C. Repair Plan 
1. Replace damaged bricks or rebuild sections of the Treasure City wall where 

necessary.  
2. Dismantle the cement parts on top of the Treasure Peek and use the 

traditional method instead: Stamp with lime and earth mixture, added with glutinous 
rice porridge, and sealed off with hemp and lime mixture.  

… 
IX. The Plan on Development of Tourism at the Zhaoling Tomb of 

the Qing Dynasty (Excerpt) 
… 
2. The Scope of Plan 
The planning area is Beiling Park of Shenyang City, which is north of Taishan 

Street, east of Huanghe Street, south of the North Second Ring Road and west of 
Lingdong Street. 

3. Guiding Ideology of the Plan 
The Zhaoling Tomb is the largest imperial mausoleum architectural complex 

among the three mausoleums in Shengjing. Its buildings blend in the architectural arts 
of Man and Han Nationalities and are an outstanding model of Chinese ancient 
architectures. Tourism development of the Zhaoling Tomb should be based on 
strengthening protection and publicity of the historical cultural relics, and deeply 
explore the rich cultural reserves of the Zhaoling Tomb, make the Zhaoling Tomb into 
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a famous tourist sight in China and realize the sustainable development of the 
Zhaoling Tomb. Meanwhile, through comprehensive development of tourist resources 
in the surrounding areas of the Zhaoling Tomb, efforts should be made to promote the 
overall local social and economic progress.  

… 
5.  The Planned Projects 
… 
(1) Restore, based on scientific and complete mastering of the historical 

materials, the Changing Pavilion, Cleaning Room, Animal Slaughtering Pavilion, Bell 
Pavilion and the Concubine Mausoleum according to the original model, with original 
materials and original technique and on the original sites, to reproduce the historical 
appearances of the Zhaoling Tomb and enrich its historical and cultural contents. 

(2) Restore the original displays of the Qing Dynasty in Long’en Hall and 
reproduce the original display of the imperial mausoleum in the Qing Dynasty in Xian 
Hall. 

… 
(5)  Develop the forest at the back of the ancient architectures in Zhaoling and 

fully utilize the unique resources of the ancient pines and ancient trees to draw tourist 
flow and expand influence of the Zhaoling Tomb.  

… 
X. Regulations on the Monitoring and Protection of the Ancient 

Architectural Structures; and Ancient Pines of the Zhaoling Tomb of the 
Qing Dynasty (Excerpt) 

… 
Article 2. The Management Office of Zhaoling is responsible for monitoring 

and protecting the ancient architectures of the Zhaoling Tomb. The protection scope 
includes: all ancient architectures of the Zhaoling Tomb, including houses, walls, 
brick floors, river courses, bridges, rain water canals and accessories of the ancient 
architectures (stone gates, horizontal steles, couplets, stone carvings and colour 
paintings). 

Article 3. The Garden Management Department is responsible for monitoring 
and protecting the ancient pines of the Zhaoling Tomb. The protection scope includes 
all ancient pines inside the mausoleum area of the Zhaoling Tomb. 

Article 4. The Security Section is responsible for monitoring the security of 
the ancient architectures and ancient pines of the Zhaoling Tomb. 

Article 5. The Management Office of the Zhaoling Tomb should regularly 
monitor the ancient architectures of the mausoleum, effectively grasp their present 
status and set up accounting cards. It should regularly report the monitoring results to 
competent leaders and make relevant proposals. 

… 
Article 8. The Management Office of Zhaoling Tomb is responsible for 

maintenance, repair, rescue, reinforcement, and priority repair of the ancient 
architectures. It must not install anything to cover or shelter the external appearance 
and interior construction structures of main architectures. It must not install other 
equipment and facilities without authorization. In case of protecting the ancient 
architectures or of other special needs, it must obtain the opinion of the Management 
Office of the Zhaoling Tomb, report to the competent leader for agreement and report 
again to the relevant upper level department for approval. 

… 
Article 11. The design, construction requirement and approval procedure of 
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ancient architecture repair must strictly follow relevant state stipulations. 
Article 12. The Gardening Department should conduct regular monitoring over 

the ancient trees of the mausoleum, effectively grasp their present status and set up 
accounting cards. It should regularly report the monitoring results to the competent 
leader and make relevant proposals. 

Article 13. The Gardening Department is responsible for formulating the 
maintenance plan and maintenance measures for the ancient pines and carry out 
implementation. For any ancient pine that died a natural death, it must investigate the 
reason, propose a disposal plan and report to the upper level competent department for 
approval before handling the tree.  

… 
Article 16. New technology and new materials to be adopted to protect the 

ancient architectures and ancient pines must undergo relevant-level scientific 
appraisal and report to the upper level competent department for approval prior to use. 

Article 17. Based on investigation, the Management Office of the Zhaoling 
Tomb must gradually finish complete mapping of the ancient architectures, and 
collect and sort relevant documentation and physical materials to set up complete and 
scientific records for the ancient architectures.  

… 
Article 19. The Management Office of the Zhaoling Tomb and the Garden 

Management Department have the responsibility to make proposals to the 
Management Division to handle acts in violation of these stipulations. 

The staff and workers of the Management Division have the obligation to report 
to relevant department any problem related to the protection and maintenance of the 
ancient architectures and ancient pines. 

… 
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Classics Publishing House, 1986 
16 Annals of Shenyang 

County 
Republic of 

China 
Collated by Zhao 
Gongyin, 1917 

 

17 Peijing Zashu Qing Dynasty Miu Runfu  
18 Annals of Fengtian 

Prefecture 
Qing Dynasty Unknown author Collated in 1684 (Year 23 in the 

reign of Emperor Kangxi, Qing 
Dynasty) 

19 Overview of Western 
Tombs of Qing Dynasty 

 Chen Baorong First edition in June, 1987 

20 Archived Documents of 
Imperial Inner Court 

Qing Dynasty Unknown author August, Year 18 of Emperor Jiaqing 
Found in Ethnic Studies of Man 
Nationality, Fourth Issue, 1993 

21 Study on Historical 
Relics in Fengtian 

Qing Dynasty Jin Liang  

22 Historical Archives in 
Manchu Language 

Qing Dynasty Official compilation Photo-offset Copy, Zhonghua Book 
Company 

23 Factual Records of 
Manchu Nationality 

Qing Dynasty Official compilation Photo-offset Copy, Zhonghua Book 
Company 

24 Annals of Fengtian Republic of 
China 

Wang Shunan & Others Editing Committee of Northeast 
Cultural Book Series 

25 Archives in Manchu 
Language for Early Qing 

Dynasty History from 
Imperial Annals 

Department 

Qing Dynasty Early Qing Dynasty 
Imperial Annals 

Department 

Guangming Daily Publishing House, 
Chinese translation, 1986 

26 Heitu Archives Qing Dynasty Various Imperial 
Offices of Qing 

Dynasty 

Archives Department, Liaoning 
Province 

27 Factual Descriptions of 
Shenyang 

Qing Dynasty Unknown author 
(Korea) 

Photo-offset Copy edition from 
Liaohai Book Series 

28 Shenyang Diaries Qing Dynasty Unknown author 
(Korea) 

Photo-offset Copy from Liaohao 
Book Series 

29 Annals of Chengde 
County 

Qing Dynasty Jin Zhengyuan Photo-offset Copy from Liaohao 
Book Series 

30 Simplified Annals of 
Beiling 

Republic of 
China 

Miao Wenhua 1930 edition 

 
c-2 Modern works(including special studies and essays)  

Serial 
Number 

Book Title or Theme of 
Article 

Historical 
Period Author Edition, Book or 

Periodical Notes 

1 Shengjing Zhaoling 
Tomb 

PRC Li Fengmin & Lu Haiying Shenyang Publishing 
House, December 1994 

Monograph 

2 Illustrations to Zhaoling 
Tombs in Fengtian 

PRC Kouzirou Sada (Japan), 
South Manchuria 
Railways Co. Ltd 

Manchu Daily Press, 
December 1928 

Monograph 

3 Investigation at the 
Tomb of Concubine 
Zhenfei of Guanju 

Palace of Qing Dynasty 

PRC Tie Yuqin Heilongjiang Cultural 
Relics Journal, Second 

issue of 1984 

Treatise 

4 Survey at Zhaoling 
Tombs of Qing Dynasty 

Unknown 
author 

 Shenyang Nationalities 
Magazine, First issue, 

1991 

Treatise 

5 Overview of Eastern 
Tombs of Qing Dynasty 

PRC Yu Shanpu Hebei People’s 
Publishing House, first 

edition in 1985 

Monograph 

6 A Study on the History 
of Ancient China’s 

Entombment System 

PRC Yang Kuan Shanghai People’s 
Publishing House, 1985 

Monograph 

7 The Origin and 
Evolution of 

PRC Yang Kuan Journal of Fudam 
University, May 1981 

Treatise 
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Serial 
Number 

Book Title or Theme of 
Article 

Historical 
Period Author Edition, Book or 

Periodical Notes 

Entombment System in 
Ancient China 

8 Mausoleums of Qing 
Dynasty Emperors 

PRC Zhu Jinfu Archives Publishing 
House 

Monograph 

9 Eastern Excursion of 
Qing Dynasty Emperors 

PRC Wang Peihuan Liaoning University 
Press 

Monograph 

10 Normalities of 
Mausoleums of Qing 

Dynasty Emperors and 
their Architectural 

Features 

PRC Li Rongfa & Shen 
Xiuqing 

Compilation of Essays 
of the International 

Seminar on Pre-Qing 
Dynasty History of 
Fushun and Manchu 

Culture 

Treatise 

11 Mausoleums of Past 
Chinese Emperors 

PRC Luo Zhewen & Lu Yang Shanghai Cultural 
Publishing House, 1984 

Monograph 

12 Simplified Annals of Ten 
Counties of Shenyang 

PRC  Compiled in 1959 by 
Shenyang Center of 
Culture and History 

Monograph 

13 Annals of Counties in 
Central Liaoning 

Province 

PRC  Compiled by Office of 
Local Annals of Central 
Liaoning Counties, first 

edition in December 
1993 

Monograph 

14 Corrections to the Dating 
of Entombment of 

Emperors Taizu and 
Taizong of Qing Dynasty 
into Fuling and Zhaoling 

Tombs 

PRC Li Fengmin & Lu Haiying Ethnic Studies Journal, 
fourth issue of 1993 

Treatise 

15 On the Burial Location 
of Lady Wulanala, the 

Primary Concubine 

PRC Lu Haiying Manchu Studies 
Journal, second issue of 

2000 

Treatise 

  
d. Address Where Inventory, Records and Archives Are Held 
The Management Division of Beiling Park 
No. 12, Taishan Street, Huanggu District, Shenyang City, Liaoning Province, the 

People’s Republic of China 
Postal code: 110034 
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Photographs 
 
The Yongling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty 

1. Full View of the Yongling Tomb  
2. Dismounting Stele of the Yongling Tomb 
3. The Main Red Gate of the Yongling Tomb 
4. The Duty Room of the Yongling Tomb 
5. Shengongshende Stele Pavilion and the Sacred Way of Yongling Tomb 
6. Stone Carving on the Façade of Shengongshede Stele Pavilion of the 

Yongling Tomb 
7. The Seating Dragon of Shengongshede Stele Pavilion of the Yongling Tomb 
8. Full View of the Qiyun Gate of the Yongling Tomb 
9. The Sleeve Wall of Qiyun Gate of the Yongling Tomb 
10. Fruits Pantry of the Yongling Tomb 
11. Qiyun Hall of the Yongling Tomb 
12. Colour Paintings on the Girders of Qiyun Hall of the Yongling Tomb 
13. The East Side-hall of the Yongling Tomb 
14. The Incence-burning Pavilion of the Yongling Tomb 
15. The Treasure City and Treasure Peak of the Yongling Tomb 
16. Carvings on the Stone Steps inside the Treasure City of the Yongling Tomb 

 
The Fuling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty 

17. Full View of the Fuling Tomb 
18. The Stone Stele Arch of the Fuling Tomb 
19. Carving on the Stone Dismounting Stele Arch of the Fuling Tomb 
20. The Main Red Gate of the Fuling Tomb 
21. The Sleeve Wall of the Main Red Gate of the Fuling Tomb 
22. The Stone Animal of the Fuling Tomb– the Camel 
23. The Stone Animal of the Fuling Tomb – the Tiger 
24. The Stone Animal of the Fuling Tomb – the Lion 
25. The Cloud Pillar of the Fuling Tomb 
26. Shengongshede Stele Pavilion of the Fuling Tomb 
27. The 108-Step Stone Stair of the Fuling Tomb 
28. Dongchao House of the Fuling Tomb 
29. Long’en Gate of the Fuling Tomb 
30. Carvings on the Stone Base of Long’en Gate of the Fuling Tomb 
31. Long’en Hall of the Fuling Tomb 
32. Colour Paintings on the Girders of Long’en Hall of the Fuling Tomb 
33. The Imperial Stair Stone in front of Long’en Hall of the Fuling Tomb 
34. Carvings on the Xumi Seat of Long’en Hall of the Fuling Tomb 
35. The East Side-hall of the Fuling Tomb 
36. The Internal Walls and the Turret of the Square City of the Fuling Tomb 
37. The Horse Way on the Walls of the Square City of the Fuling Tomb 
38. The Crescent City and the Ming Pavilion of the Fuling Tomb 
39. The Treasure City and Treasure Peak of the Fuling Tomb 
40. Ming Pavilion of the Fuling Tomb 
41. Dismounting Stele of the Fuling Tomb 
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The Zhaoling Tomb of the Qing Dynasty 
42. Full View of the Zhaoling Tomb 
43. The Stone Stele Arch of the Zhaoling Tomb 
44. Carvings on the Stele Arch of the Zhaoling Tomb 
45. The Red Gate, the Sleeve Wall on the Two Side-walls and the Base of the 

Zhaoling Tomb 
46. The West Red Gate of the Zhaoling Tomb 
47. The Stone Animal of the Zhaoling Tomb – the Lion 
48. The Stone Animal of the Zhaoling Tomb – the Kylin 
49. The Stone Animal of the Zhaoling Tomb – the Horse 
50. The Stone Animal of the Zhaoling Tomb – the Camel 
51. The Stone Animal of the Zhaoling Tomb – the Elephant 
52. The Cloud Pillar of the Zhaoling Tomb 
53. The Stone Animal on the Top of the Cloud Pillar of the Zhaoling Tomb 
54. Shengongshende Stele Pavilion of the Zhaoling Tomb 
55. Full View of the Sacred Way and the Stone Animals of the Zhaoling Tomb 
56. Long’en Gate and the Gate Tower of the Zhaoling Tomb 
57. Long’en Gate and Stone Carvings inside the Gate Entrance of the Zhaoling 

Tomb 
58. Long’en Hall of the Zhaoling Tomb 
59. Stone Carvings on the Xumi Base of Long’en Hall of the Zhaoling Tomb 
60. The West Side-hall of the Zhaoling Tomb 
61. The Side-pavilion of the Zhaoling Tomb 
62. The Incense-burning Pavilion of the Zhaoling Tomb 
63. The Full View inside the Square City of the Zhaoling Tomb 
64. The Turret of the Zhaoling Tomb 
65. Horse Way on the Wall of the Square City of the Zhaoling Tomb 
66. Lingxing Gate and the Stone Sacrificial Offerings Altar of the Zhaoling Tomb 
67. The Ming Pavilion of the Zhaoling Tomb 
68. The Crescent City and the Ming Pavilion of the Zhaoling Tomb 
69. The Treasure City and Treasure Peak of the Zhaoling Tomb 
70. The Dismounting Stele of the Zhaoling Tomb 
71. The Sacred Bridge of the Zhaoling Tomb 
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8. Signature on behalf of the state party 
 
 

 
 
Full name: The People’s Republic of China 

 
 
 
 

Signature: Shan Jixiang 
 
 
 
 

Title: Director-General of the State Administration of Cultural 
Heritage 

 
 
 
 

Date: December 2002 
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    Imperial Tombs (China) 
 
    No 1004 ter 
 
 

1. BASIC DATA 

State Party: People’s Republic of China 

Name of property: The Three Imperial Tombs of the Qing 
Dynasty in Liaoning (the Yongling 
Tomb, the Fuling Tomb, the Zhaoling 
Tomb) 

Location: The Yongling Tomb is in Fushun City, 
the Fuling Tomb and Zhaoling Tomb are 
in Shenyang City. All three properties 
are in Liaoning Province.  

Date received: 22 January 2003 

Category of property:  

In terms of the categories of cultural property set out in 
Article 1 of the 1972 World Heritage Convention, this is a 
monument. In terms of Operational Guidelines for the 
Implementation of the World Heritage Convention this is a 
serial nomination. The property is an extension to the 
Imperial Tombs of the Ming and Qing Dynasties inscribed 
in 2000 and extended in 2003, on the basis of criteria i, ii, 
iii, iv and vi.  

Brief description: 

The Three Imperial Tombs of the Qing Dynasty in 
Liaoning Province include the Yongling Tomb, the Fuling 
Tomb, and the Zhaoling Tomb, all built in the 17th century. 
The tombs were built for the founding emperors of the 
Qing Dynasty and their ancestors, and complete the picture 
of the history of the development of the funeral 
architecture of this dynasty, integrating the tradition 
inherited from previous dynasties with new features from 
the Manchu civilisation.  

 

2. THE PROPERTY 

Description 

The nominated properties are generally called the ‘Three 
Imperial Tombs of the Qing Dynasty in Shengjing’, and 
they are located in Liaoning Province, in Manchuria, in the 
north-eastern part of China. The Fuling Tomb and 
Zhaoling Tomb are in the suburbs of the city of Shenyang, 
the provincial capital and a large industrial centre, some 
600 km east of Beijing. The Yongling Tomb is near the 
Fushun City some 50 km further east. The tombs have 
been built following the traditional Chinese geomancy and 
Fengshui theory. The Tombs have been provided with rich 
sculptural decoration of stone statues and carvings and 
decorated tiles with dragons, illustrating the development 
of the Qing Dynasty funeral architecture.  

Yongling Tomb was built for the ancestors of the first Qing 
emperor, Nurhachi (1559-1626), and contains the burials 
of his father, grandfather and great-grandfather. It is 
located at the foot of the Qiyun Mountains, near the Suzi 

River, northwest of Yongling township. Originally it was 
known as Xingjing Tomb, but renamed Yongling in 1659. 
The ensemble of the tomb is composed of the Front 
Courtyard, the Square Castle (Fabhcheng) and the tombs 
surrounded by high walls (Baocheng). The whole is 
surrounded by another wall painted red. The area is 
entered through the Red Gate, which has pavilions with 
stone tablets. On the both sides there are teahouses and 
service buildings. The main building in the centre of the 
Square Castle is called Qiyun Hall, which served for 
offering sacrifices. Behind this hall is the Treasure City 
with the the domed tombs of the first Emperor’s ancestors.  

Fuling Tomb, the East Tomb, is the tomb of Nurhachi 
(1559-1626), the founder of Qing Dynasty and his empress 
Yehenala. It is built against Mount Tianzhu and faces 
River Hun, in the eastern suburb of Shenyang. It has been 
designed so that the terrain rises gradually from south to 
north. The tomb has a complete architectural system 
aligned symmetrically along the central axis. The Stone 
Archways, the Main Red Gate, and the Sacred Way are the 
introductory section. The Square City forms the principal 
section of the ensemble, enclosing Long’en Hall, the 
Treasure City and the Treasure Peak. Starting from the 
south, there is Zhenghong (Red) Gate, decorated with 
glazed tiles representing dragons. In front of the Gate, 
there are cloud pillars, stone lions, stone tablets, and a 
Horse Dismounting Tablet. The Sacred Road starts from 
the Red Gate and ends at the back of the Long’en Hall, 
having the length of 566 m. It is flanked by stone statues 
representing lions, horses, camels and tigers. After a 
bridge, there are 108 steps to the top of the mausoleum, 
representing the cosmos. Here, under the Treasure Peak 
lies the Underground Palace of Fuling, which encloses the 
tombs.  

Zhaoling Tomb, the North Tomb, is the tomb of the second 
Qing Emperor Huantaiji (and Empress Xiaoduanwen). It is 
the largest of the three tombs, and has a well preserved 
crematory system. The ensemble is strictly axial, oriented 
from south to north. From the south, the Treasure Peak is 
entered through the Main Red Gate and the ceremonial 
way with pairs of stone statues (cloud pillars and animals), 
reaching the Stand Stele Pavilion, flanked with other four 
pavilions for ceremonies. The Long’en Hall, used for 
sacrifices, is enclosed within a rectangular walled structure 
that anticipates the Treasure Peak with the tomb chambers 
at its back.  

 

History 

The Qing dynasty was established in 1636 by the Manchus 
to designate their regime in Manchuria. The three Imperial 
Tombs were built in the period when their capital was in 
Shenyang. In 1644, the capital was transferred to Beijing 
and the Manchus established their dynasty for China. 

The first phase of building the Yongling Tomb was in the 
late years of the Ming dynasty; it was used as family 
graveyard of Emperor Fuman. In 1636, Emperor 
Huangtaiji of the Qing dynasty conferred the title of 
Xingjing Tomb on this graveyard. In 1648, emperor Fulin 
conferred the posthumous title of emperor on the four 
ancestors and in 1651 named the mountains where the 
tombs are situated: the Qiyun Mountains.  
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Fuling Tomb was first built starting from 1629 (during the 
reign of Tiancong in late Jin) to 1644 (reign of Emperor 
Shunzhi of the Qing dynasty). The site was expanded and 
rebuilt from 1645 (Emperor Shunzhi) to 1688.  

Zhaoling Tomb was first built from 1643 to 1651. It was 
subject to expansion and reconstruction during the reigns 
from Emperor Kangxi to Emperor Qianlong, in the second 
half of the 18th century.  

 

Management regime  

Legal provision:  

The Three Tombs of the Qing Dynasty in Shengjing are 
owned by the central government and protected as a 
national-level key cultural relic by the Law of the People’s 
Republic of China on Protection of Cultural Relics. 
Zhaoling Tomb was listed in 1982. Yongling Tomb and 
Fuling Tomb were listed in 1988.  

Management structure:  

Yongling Tomb: the local authority in charge of the daily 
management of the site is Fushun City and its Xinbin Man 
Nationality Autonomous County.   

Fuling Tomb: the local authority in charge of the daily 
management of the site is Shenyang City (Dongling Park 
Management Agency, Dongling District, Shenyang City). 

Zhaoling Tomb: the local authority in charge of the daily 
management of the site is Shenyang City (Beiling Park 
Management Division, Shenyang City) with appropriate 
staffing both in number and levels allocated to the 
management level. 

Resources:  

The main sources of finances include the State and County 
budgets, as well as funds raised directly by the 
administration.  

 

Justification by the State Party (summary) 

The Three Imperial Tombs of the Qing Dynasty in 
Shengjing constitute an important component part of the 
imperial tombs of the Ming and Qing dynasties. They have 
carried down in one continuous line the tradition of other 
imperial tombs of the Ming and the Qing dynasties in 
terms of either their methods of construction complete 
system of architecture, over-elaborateness of sacrificial 
rituals, and system of ranking of the officials in charge of 
tomb management. Meanwhile, the Three Imperial Tombs 
of the Qing Dynasty in Shengjing is a product of the 
special historical period of the emerging of minority 
emperors in Northeast China, and as such has conserved 
large amounts of cultural information about the ideological 
concepts, aesthetic taste, architectural level, and customs 
and habits of a minority people during this period of time. 
Each of the Three Imperial Tombs of the Qing Dynasty in 
Shengjing has developed a system of its own. Though 
small in scale they are perfect in system arrangements, 
complete with ritual facilities, and attentive to integrating 
the religion, beliefs, and folkways advocated in China’s 
ancient environmental geography with the natural location, 
planning and designing. They stand as a historical 
evidence for us to study today the form, engraving and 

painting of China’s ancient buildings and a material 
substance for modern connoisseurs. …  

Criteria proposed by the State Party: 

Yongling Tomb is representative of the burial convention 
and rule of mausoleum construction practised by the 
Nuzhen and Man nationalities in the early Qing Dynasty; 
criteria ii, iii and iv. 

Fuling Tomb is an outstanding example of Chinese ancient 
architecture and collective embodiment of the cultural 
achievements of Man Nationality in its rising period. The 
tomb integrates the architectural arts of Man and Han 
nationalities; criteria i, ii, iii, iv and vi. 

Zhaoling Tomb is an outstanding example of Chinese 
ancient architecture and collective embodiment of the 
cultural achievement of the rising Man Nationality. It 
blends the architectural styles of Man and Han 
nationalities …; criteria ii, iii, iv and vi.  

 

3. ICOMOS EVALUATION 

Actions by ICOMOS 

An ICOMOS expert mission visited the nominated 
properties in September 2003.  

 

Conservation 

Conservation history:  

Zhaoling Tomb was listed for protection in 1982. Yongling 
Tomb and Fuling Tomb were listed in 1988. 

State of conservation:  

The general condition of the tombs is reported to be good. 
In general, the quality of repair works is considered in 
conformity with the international conservation standards in 
all three tomb ensembles.  

Yongling Tomb: There are 16 buildings in the complex. 
Although some secondary buildings are reconstructions 
(storage and kitchen buildings), all major buildings in the 
main mausoleum compound remain intact retaining the 
original layout without any additional new constructions. 
The buildings underwent major repair works in the 1980s. 
Although minor cases of damage such as rotten column 
bases or partial roof damage are observed in some 
buildings, the overall condition of the buildings is good. 

Fuling Tomb: There are 32 buildings in the complex. 
Among these buildings, the Daming Pavilion is a 
reconstruction completed in 1982 after it was destroyed by 
lightning in 1962, following the original model. However, 
all major buildings in the main mausoleum compound 
remain intact retaining the original layout without any 
additional new constructions. The management authority 
has been continuously maintaining and repairing buildings 
as needed.  

Zhaoling Tomb: There are 38 building in the complex. 
Among buildings the Daming Pavilion is a reconstruction 
completed in 1939 after it was destroyed by lightning in 
1936. The management authority has been continuously 
maintaining and repairing the buildings as needed.  
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Management:  

The three imperial tombs have each a management plan, 
and they are under the management responsibility of 
respective local authorities. The Central Government 
provides the overall criteria and coordination including 
also the already inscribed tombs of the Ming and Qing 
dynasties. This management system is considered 
adequate.  

The size of the core and buffer zones, the legal status and 
the management plans set up for the three tombs are 
considered appropriate. The efforts by the authorities to 
improve the environment of the nominated sites should be 
commended, such as removing buildings and structures in 
the vicinity of the sites which were affecting the landscape 
of the sites. Each site has organized a fire prevention 
system. Indeed, Fuling Tomb and Zhaoling Tomb have 
special site offices for this purpose. In the case of 
Yongling Tomb, the installation has been made but the site 
depends on collaboration with local fire stations. In fact, 
attention is required to develop a well exercised 
coordination between the fire brigades and the site 
management team in order to reduce the damage to the 
minimum in case of fire.  

Particular mention should be made of the excellent 
documentation, including computerised records and 
databases as well as archives, which have been established 
for the sites.  

Considering the importance of the maintenance and 
development control of the existing conditions of the 
landscape designed on the base of China’s traditional 
geomancy and/or Fengshui theory, the authorities are 
encouraged to continue their efforts to keep the integrity of 
the sites.  

Risk analysis:  

The risks faced by each of the nominated properties vary 
somewhat depending on the location of each, including 
earthquakes, fire, flood, and pests.  

 

Authenticity and integrity 

The Three Tombs all meet the qualifying conditions of 
authenticity and integrity.  

The sites are mausoleum complexes that were built by a 
feudal power which has disappeared, and the site is 
therefore no longer used for the original purposes. Its value 
is to be judged by its physical/material expressions such as 
the architectural value of the individual buildings which 
can be judged by the degree of the remaining amount of 
the original design-material-craftsmanship (authenticity) as 
well as the wholeness of the site composition together with 
the surrounding natural landscapes which is sufficient 
evidence of their design concept (integrity). In this regard, 
no points have been found to raise any doubt about their 
authenticity or integrity. Both in the individual buildings 
and in their compositional layouts including historical 
environmental features such as lakes, rivers, forests and 
topographical features in the mausoleum area, the original 
design is well maintained. In the case of Yongling Tomb, 
where the surrounding historical setting and the distant 
landscape are particularly important for China’s traditional 
geomancy theory, these are also well maintained.  

Comparative evaluation 

Together with the two major tombs already inscribed on 
the World Heritage List (Dongling Tomb and Xiling 
Tomb), the proposed extension of the inscription to 
Yongling Tomb, Fuling Tomb and Zhaoling Tomb 
completes the picture of the history of the Qing Dynasty. 
The three imperial tombs now proposed follow most of the 
traditions elaborated by the previous dynasties, but they 
also introduce some new features, e.g. related to the 
location of burials. The Yongling Tomb forms a synthesis 
of the various features relevant to Ming and Qing 
dynasties, but it proposes a very particular interpretation of 
these reflected in the layout of the ensemble. Moreover, 
the tombs introduced various local traditions in the 
imperial tradition. 

 

Outstanding universal value 

General statement: 

The nomination of the Three Imperial Tombs of the Qing 
Dynasty is closely related with the other proposed 
nomination re the Imperial Palace in Shenyang. Both 
properties are interrelated closely representing the 
outstanding universal value of the culture developed by the 
Ming and Qing Dynasties. The new extensions represent 
the founding stage of the Qing Dynasty before the dynasty 
expanded its power to central China and moved its capital 
to Beijing, a stage that is currently not represented among 
the existing World Heritage sites. The nominated sites are 
smaller in scale and less gorgeous compared to the sites 
which were built later during the highest stage of the Qing 
Dynasty in and around the capital city of Beijing after the 
capital was moved to Beijing. However, the nominated 
sites have high historical importance in defining the 
founding history of the Qing Dynasty, especially in regard 
to the geographical location and the dynasty’s cultural 
identity in the Manchu.  

Compared to the Fuling Tomb (the tomb of the founding 
emperor Nurhachi) and the Zhaoling Tomb (the tomb of 
the second emperor Huantaiji, a son of Nurhachi), which 
are rich in design and scale but which were both 
constructed following the architectural style of the 
imperial tombs of the Ming Dynasty, the Yongling Tomb 
(a tomb for the ancestors of emperors of the Qing Dynasty) 
is smaller in scale and simpler in architectural style, but 
the site is important because of its ethnic Manchu style 
complementing the existing World Heritage Site.  

The properties qualify on the basis of the same criteria that 
have been used for the already inscribed tombs of the 
Ming and Qing dynasties, i.e. i, ii, iii, iv and vi. 

Evaluation of criteria:  

Criterion i: the Three Imperial Tombs integrate innovative 
creative features from Manchu and Han traditions with the 
imperial funeral architecture inherited from previous 
dynasties. Within its environmental context, especially the 
Fuling Tomb represents a complete and outstanding 
example of early Qing Dynasty funeral architecture.  

Criterion ii: the tombs represent a phase of development, 
where the previous traditions are integrated into the forms 
of the Qing Dynasty, also becoming the basis for the 
subsequent development.  



 54

Criterion iii: the tombs are exceptional testimonies to the 
artistic and building traditions of Nuzhen, Man and Han 
nationalities in north-eastern China. 

Criterion iv: the Three Imperial Tombs represent 
outstanding and complementary examples to the 
development of the funeral architecture in the early phase 
of the Qing Dynasty.  

Criterion vi: the tombs represent an exceptional testimony 
to the ritual activities of the imperial family of the Qing 
Dynasty, reflecting Confucianism and the respect of 
ancestors.  

 

4. ICOMOS RECOMMENDATIONS 

Recommendation with respect to inscription 

That this extension be approved on the basis of the existing 
criteria i, ii, iii, iv and vi. 

 

ICOMOS, March 2004 
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    Tombes impériales (Chine) 
 
    No 1004 ter 
 
 
 
 
 
1. IDENTIFICATION 
 
État partie : République populaire de Chine 
 
Bien proposé : Les trois tombes impériales de la  
  dynastie Qing dans le Liaoning  
  (tombe Yongling, tombe Fuling et 
  tombe Zhaoling) 
 
Lieu : La tombe Yongling se trouve à 

Fushun, les tombes Fuling et Zhaoling 
à Shenyang. Les trois biens sont situés 
dans la province du Liaoning.  

 
Date de réception : 22 janvier 2003 
 
Catégorie de bien :  
 
En termes de catégories de biens culturels, telles qu’elles 
sont définies à l’article premier de la Convention du 
patrimoine mondial de 1972, il s’agit d’un monument. Aux 
termes des Orientations devant guider la mise en œuvre de 
la Convention du patrimoine mondial, il s’agit d’une 
proposition d’inscription en série. Le bien est une 
extension des Tombes impériales des dynasties Ming et 
Qing inscrites en 2000 et ayant fait l’objet d’une extension 
en 2003, sur la base des critères i, ii, iii, iv et vi.  
 
Brève description : 
 
Les trois tombes impériales de la dynastie Qing dans la 
province du Liaoning sont la tombe Yongling, la tombe 
Fuling et la tombe Zhaoling, toutes construites au 
XVIIe siècle. Les tombes furent édifiées pour les 
empereurs fondateurs de la dynastie Qing et leurs ancêtres, 
et complètent l’histoire du développement de l’architecture 
funéraire de cette dynastie, en intégrant la tradition héritée 
des dynasties précédentes à des éléments nouveaux, issus 
de la civilisation mandchoue.  
 
 
2. LE BIEN 
 
Description 
 
Les biens proposés pour inscription sont généralement 
appelés les « trois tombes impériales de la dynastie Qing à 
Shengjing ». Ils sont situés dans la province du Liaoning, 
en Mandchourie, dans le nord-est de la Chine. Les tombes 
Fuling et Zhaoling se trouvent dans la banlieue de la ville 
de Shenyang, capitale de la province et grand pôle 
industriel, situé à quelque 600 km à l’est de Beijing. La 
tombe Yongling se situe à proximité de la ville de Fushun, 
à une cinquantaine de kilomètres plus à l’est. Les tombes 
ont été édifiées suivant la géomancie traditionnelle 

chinoise et la théorie du fengshui. Richement ornées de 
statues en pierre, de sculptures de bas-reliefs et de dalles 
décorées de dragons, elles illustrent le développement de 
l’architecture funéraire de la dynastie Qing.  
 
La tombe Yongling a été édifiée pour les ancêtres du 
premier empereur Qing, Nurhaci (1559-1626), et abrite les 
sépultures de son père, de son grand-père et de son arrière 
grand-père. Elle se trouve au pied des monts Qiyun, près 
de la rivière Suzi, au nord-ouest de Yongling. À l’origine, 
elle s’appelait tombe Xingjing, mais fut rebaptisée 
Yongling en 1659. Cet ensemble se compose de la cour, du 
palais carré (Fabhcheng) et des tombes entourées par des 
murs de haute taille (Baocheng), le tout enclos dans un 
autre mur peint en rouge. On y entre par la Porte rouge, 
dotée de pavillons à tablettes en pierre. De part et d’autre 
se trouvent des maisons de thé et des bâtiments de service. 
L’édifice principal, le hall Qiyun au centre du palais carré, 
servait pour les offrandes sacrificielles, et derrière ce hall 
se trouve la cité du Trésor, avec les tombes surmontées de 
dômes des ancêtres du premier empereur.  
 
La tombe Fuling, la tombe de l’Est, est celle de Nurhaci 
(1559-1626), fondateur de la dynastie Qing, et de son 
impératrice Yehenala. Elle est adossée au mont Tianzhu et 
fait face à la rivière Hun, dans la banlieue est de Shenyang. 
Elle a été conçue de façon à ce que le terrain grimpe 
graduellement du sud au nord. La tombe possède un 
système architectural complet, aligné symétriquement le 
long d’un axe central. Les arches de pierre, la Porte rouge 
et la voie sacrée constituent les éléments qui y conduisent. 
La Cité carrée forme la section principale de l’ensemble, 
comprenant le hall Long’en, la cité du Trésor et le mont du 
Trésor. Depuis le sud, on trouve la porte Zhenghong 
(rouge), décorée de dalles de faïence représentant des 
dragons. Devant la Porte se trouvent des colonnes 
sculptées de nuages, des lions en pierre, des tablettes en 
pierre et une tablette destinée à aider les cavaliers à mettre 
pied à terre. La voie sacrée, longue de 566 m, commence à 
la Porte rouge et se termine derrière le hall Long’en. Elle 
est flanquée de statues en pierre représentant des lions, des 
chevaux, des chameaux et des tigres. Après un pont, 108 
marches mènent en haut du mausolée, symbolisant le 
cosmos. Là, sous le mont du Trésor, se trouve le palais 
souterrain de Fuling, qui abrite les tombes.  
 
La tombe Zhaoling, la tombe du Nord, abrite le deuxième 
empereur Qing, Huantaiji (et l’impératrice Xiaoduanwen). 
C’est la plus grande des trois tombes ; elle possède un 
système crématoire bien préservé. L’ensemble est 
strictement axial, orienté du sud au nord. Depuis le sud, on 
entre dans le mont du Trésor via la Porte rouge et la voie 
cérémonielle, bordée de paires de statues en pierre (des 
colonnes sculptées de nuages et des animaux), pour 
parvenir au pavillon de la Stèle, flanqué de quatre autres 
pavillons de cérémonie. Le hall Long’en, utilisé pour les 
sacrifices, est entouré par une muraille rectangulaire qui 
précède le mont du Trésor, avec les chambres funéraires à 
l’arrière.  
 
 
Histoire 
 
La dynastie Qing fut fondée en 1636 par les Mandchous -
pour désigner leur régime en Mandchourie. Les trois 
tombes impériales furent construites à l’époque où leur 
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capitale était Shenyang. En 1644, le siège de la capitale fut 
transféré à Beijing et les Mandchous établirent leur 
dynastie en Chine. 
 
La première phase de construction de la tombe Yongling 
eut lieu dans les dernières années de la dynastie Ming ; elle 
servit de tombeau familial à l’empereur Fuman. En 1636, 
l’empereur Huangtaiji de la dynastie Qing conféra à ce 
tombeau le titre de tombe Xingjing. En 1648, l’empereur 
Fulin nomma ses quatre ancêtres empereurs à titre 
posthume et, en 1651, baptisa les montagnes où se 
trouvaient les tombes les monts Qiyun. 
 
La construction de la tombe Fuling commença en 1629 
(sous le règne de Tiancong, de la dynastie des Jin 
postérieurs) pour s’achever en 1644 (sous le règne de 
l’empereur Shunzhi de la dynastie Qing). Le site fut 
agrandi et reconstruit entre 1645 (empereur Shunzhi) et 
1688.  
 
La tombe Zhaoling fut tout d’abord construite entre 1643 
et 1651. Elle fit l’objet de travaux d’agrandissement et de 
reconstruction dont la durée s’étala du règne de l’empereur 
Kangxi jusqu’à celui de l’empereur Qianlong dans la 
seconde moitié du XVIIIe siècle.  
 
 
Politique de gestion  
 
Dispositions légales : 
 
Les trois tombes de la dynastie Qing à Shengjing 
appartiennent au gouvernement central et sont protégées en 
qualité de relique culturelle nationale par la loi de 
protection des reliques culturelles de la République 
populaire de Chine. La tombe Zhaoling a été classée en 
1982, les tombes Yongling et Fuling en 1988.  
 
Structure de la gestion :  
 
Tombe Yongling : les autorités locales chargées de la 
gestion courante du site sont la municipalité de Fushun et 
le comté autonome de Xinbin Man.  
 
Tombe Fuling : les autorités locales chargées de la gestion 
courante du site sont la municipalité de Shenyang (Bureau 
de gestion du parc Dongling, district de Dongling, 
municipalité de Shenyang). 
 
Tombe Zhaoling : les autorités locales chargées de la 
gestion courante du site sont la municipalité de Shenyang 
(département de gestion du parc de Beiling, municipalité 
de Shenyang), avec un personnel approprié, tant en 
nombre qu’en qualification, affecté à la gestion. 
 
Ressources : 
 
Le financement vient essentiellement des budgets de l'État 
et du comté, ainsi que de fonds levés directement par 
l’administration.  
 
 
Justification émanant de l’État partie (résumé) 
 
Les trois tombes impériales de la dynastie Qing à 
Shengjing constituent une composante importante des 

tombes impériales des dynasties Ming et Qing. Elles 
émanent en droite ligne de la tradition des tombes 
impériales des dynasties Ming et Qing, que ce soit en 
termes de méthodes de construction, de système 
d’architecture, de complexité des rites sacrificiels ou de 
hiérarchie des dignitaires chargés de l’administration des 
tombes. Parallèlement, les trois tombes impériales de la 
dynastie Qing à Shengjing sont le fruit de la période 
historique qui a vu l’émergence d’empereurs issus de 
minorités dans la Chine du Nord-Est, et à ce titre ont 
conservé bon nombre d’informations culturelles sur les 
concepts idéologiques, les goûts esthétiques, le niveau 
architectural et les habitudes des minorités à cette époque. 
Chacune des trois tombes impériales de la dynastie Qing à 
Shengjing a développé un système bien à elle. Bien que de 
taille modeste, elles constituent des systèmes parfaits et 
complets, pourvus d’installations rituelles, et attentifs à 
intégrer la religion, les croyances et les traditions 
populaires professées par l’ancienne géomancie chinoise 
dans le choix de l’emplacement, de la planification et de la 
conception. Elles constituent des témoignages historiques 
qui nous permettent aujourd’hui d’étudier la forme, les 
sculptures et les peintures des anciens édifices chinois, et 
une source documentaire pour les connaisseurs modernes.  
 
Critères proposés par l’État partie : 
 
La tombe Yongling est représentative des usages funéraire 
et des règles de construction des mausolées pratiquées par 
les Jürchen et les Man au début de la dynastie Qing ; 
critères ii, iii et iv. 
 
La tombe Fuling est un exemple exceptionnel de 
l’ancienne architecture chinoise et une représentation des 
réussites culturelles des Man à l’époque de leur essor. La 
tombe intègre les arts architecturaux des nationalités Man 
et Han ; critères i, ii, iii, iv et vi. 
 
La tombe Zhaoling est un exemple exceptionnel de 
l’ancienne architecture chinoise et une représentation 
collective des réussites culturelles des Man à l’époque de 
leur essor. Elle mélange les styles d’architecture des Man 
et des Han… : critères ii, iii, iv et vi.  
 
 
3. EVALUATION DE L’ICOMOS 
 
Actions de l’ICOMOS 
 
Une mission d’expertise de l’ICOMOS a visité les biens 
proposés pour inscription en septembre 2003.  
 
 
Conservation 
 
Historique de la conservation : 
 
La tombe Zhaoling a été classée comme monument 
protégé en 1982 ; les tombes Yongling et Fuling ont été 
classées en 1988. 
 
État de conservation :  
 
L’état général des tombes est jugé satisfaisant. Dans 
l’ensemble, la qualité des travaux de réparation est 
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conforme aux normes internationales de conservation, et 
ce pour les trois ensembles funéraires.  
 
Tombe Yongling : Le complexe compte 16 édifices. Bien 
que certains bâtiments annexes soient des reconstructions 
(entrepôt et cuisine), tous les grands bâtiments du 
mausolée principal demeurent intacts, conservant leur 
disposition d’origine sans aucun ajout de nouvelle 
construction. Les bâtiments ont subi d’importants travaux 
de réparation dans les années 1980. Bien que l’on ait 
observé des dégâts mineurs, tels que des bases de colonnes 
dégradées ou des toits abîmés, ils sont globalement en bon 
état. 
 
Tombe Fuling : Le complexe compte 32 édifices. Parmi 
ceux-ci, le pavillon Daming est une reconstruction achevée 
en 1982 suite à la destruction de l’original par la foudre en 
1962, conforme au modèle d’origine. Toutefois, tous les 
bâtiments importants du mausolée principal restent intacts, 
conservant leur disposition d’origine sans aucun ajout de 
nouvelle construction. Les autorités de gestion 
entretiennent et réparent les bâtiments régulièrement, selon 
les besoins.  
 
Tombe Zhaoling : Le complexe compte 38 édifices. Parmi 
ceux-ci, le pavillon Daming est une reconstruction achevée 
en 1939 suite à la destruction de l’original par la foudre en 
1936. Les autorités de gestion entretiennent et réparent les 
bâtiments régulièrement, selon les besoins. 
 
Gestion :  
 
Les trois tombes impériales ont chacune un plan de gestion 
et sont sous la responsabilité des autorités locales 
respectivement concernées. Le gouvernement central 
fournit les critères d’ensemble et la coordination, qui 
comprennent également les tombes des dynasties Ming et 
Qing déjà inscrites. Le système de gestion est jugé 
approprié. 
 
La superficie de la zone principale et de la zone tampon, le 
statut juridique et les plans de gestion définis pour les trois 
tombes sont jugés appropriés. Il convient de mentionner 
les efforts que font les autorités pour améliorer 
l’environnement des sites proposés pour inscription, par 
exemple en éliminant les bâtiments et structures dans le 
voisinage des sites qui en affecteraient le paysage. Chaque 
site a instauré un système de prévention des incendies. En 
fait, la tombe Fuling et la tombe Zhaoling disposent de 
bureaux sur le site à cet effet. Dans le cas de la tombe 
Yongling, l’installation a été faite mais le site dépend de la 
collaboration avec les casernes de pompiers locales. Il 
importe de développer une coordination bien comprise 
entre les brigades de pompiers et l’équipe de gestion afin 
de réduire les dégâts au minimum en cas d’incendie.  
 
Il convient de faire une mention particulière de la 
documentation, excellente, qui comprend des dossiers et 
des bases de données informatiques ainsi que des archives 
établies pour les sites.  
 
Étant donné l’importance du maintien et du contrôle des 
éléments actuels du paysage, conçu d’après la géomancie 
traditionnelle chinoise et/ou la théorie du fengshui, les 
autorités sont encouragées à poursuivre leurs efforts pour 
préserver l’intégrité des sites.  

Analyse des risques :  
 
Les risques auxquels fait face chacun des biens proposés 
pour inscription varient en fonction de leur emplacement : 
tremblement de terre, incendie, inondation et animaux 
nuisibles.  
 
 
Authenticité et intégrité 
 
Les trois tombes remplissent toutes les conditions requises 
d'authenticité et d’intégrité.  
 
Les sites sont des mausolées construits par un pouvoir 
féodal désormais disparu, et ils ne sont donc plus utilisés à 
leurs fins d’origine. Leur valeur doit être jugée d’après 
leurs expressions physiques / matérielles, telles que la 
valeur architecturale individuelle des édifices, que l’on 
peut évaluer à l’aune de l’importance de ce qui reste de 
leur conception, de leurs matériaux et de leur artisanat 
d’origine (authenticité), ainsi que par rapport à l’intégrité 
de la composition du site et des paysages naturels 
environnants, qui témoignent suffisamment du concept qui 
a présidé à leur édification (intégrité). À cet égard, on n’a 
rien trouvé qui soit susceptible de faire planer un doute sur 
leur authenticité et leur intégrité. Tant dans les édifices 
individuels que dans leur disposition et les caractéristiques 
environnementales historiques telles que lacs, rivières, 
forêts et aspects topographiques dans la zone du mausolée, 
la conception d’origine demeure. Dans le cas de la tombe 
Yongling, où le cadre historique environnant et le paysage 
alentour sont particulièrement importants pour la théorie 
géomantique chinoise traditionnelle, ceux-ci sont 
également bien maintenus.  
 
 
Évaluation comparative 
 
Avec les deux tombes déjà inscrites sur la Liste du 
patrimoine mondial (tombes Dongling et Xiling), 
l’extension envisagée de l’inscription aux tombes 
Yongling, Fuling et Zhaoling complète le panorama 
historique de la dynastie Qing. Les trois tombes impériales 
proposées pour inscription aujourd’hui suivent la plupart 
des traditions élaborées par les dynasties précédentes, mais 
elles introduisent également de nouvelles caractéristiques, 
liées par exemple à l’emplacement des sépultures. La 
tombe Yongling synthétise les diverses caractéristiques 
propres aux dynasties Ming et Qing, mais en propose une 
interprétation très particulière, comme le reflète la 
disposition de l’ensemble. En outre, les tombes ont 
introduit diverses traditions locales dans la tradition 
impériale.  
 
 
Valeur universelle exceptionnelle 
 
Déclaration générale : 
 
La proposition d’inscription des trois tombes impériales de 
la dynastie Qing est étroitement liée à celle du palais 
impérial de Shenyang. Les deux biens sont très imbriqués 
en ce qu’ils représentent la valeur universelle 
exceptionnelle des cultures des dynasties Ming et Qing. 
Les nouvelles extensions illustrent la période fondatrice de 
la dynastie Qing, avant que celle-ci n’étende son pouvoir à 
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la Chine centrale et ne transfère sa capitale à Beijing, une 
phase qui n’est représentée actuellement par aucun site du 
Patrimoine mondial. Les sites proposés pour inscription 
sont de plus petite échelle et moins somptueux que ceux 
qui furent édifiés ultérieurement, à l’apogée de la dynastie 
Qing, à Beijing et aux alentours de la nouvelle capitale. 
Toutefois, les sites proposés pour inscription ont une 
grande importance historique pour définir l’histoire 
fondatrice de la dynastie Qing, particulièrement au regard 
de leur situation géographique et de l’identité culturelle 
mandchoue de la dynastie.  
 
Par rapport à la tombe Fuling (tombe de l’empereur 
fondateur Nurhaci) et à la tombe Zhaoling (tombe du 
deuxième empereur, Huantaiji, un fils de Nurhaci), qui 
sont richement conçues et de grande taille mais toutes deux 
construites suivant le style architectural des tombes 
impériales de la dynastie Ming, la tombe Yongling (une 
tombe pour les ancêtres des empereurs de la dynastie 
Qing) est de plus petite taille et d’un style architectural 
plus sobre, mais le site est important du fait de son style 
ethnique mandchou, qui complète le site du patrimoine 
mondial existant.  
 
Les biens peuvent être inscrits sur la base des critères 
utilisés pour les tombes déjà inscrites des dynasties Ming 
et Qing, c'est-à-dire i, ii, iii, iv et vi. 
 
Évaluation des critères :  
 
Critère i : Les trois tombes impériales intègrent des 
éléments créatifs novateurs issus des traditions Manchu et 
Han à l’architecture funéraire impériale héritée des 
dynasties précédentes. Dans son contexte environnemental, 
la tombe Fuling en particulier représente un exemple 
exceptionnel et complet de l’architecture funéraire du 
début de la dynastie Qing.  
 
Critère ii : Les tombes représentent une phase de 
développement pendant laquelle des traditions antérieures 
se sont intégrées aux formes de la dynastie Qing, et sont 
devenues ainsi une base pour des développements 
ultérieurs.  
 
Critère iii : Les tombes sont des témoignages 
exceptionnels des traditions artistiques et architecturales 
des Jürchen, Man et Han dans le nord-est de la Chine. 
 
Critère iv : Les trois tombes impériales représentent des 
exemples remarquables et complémentaires du 
développement de l’architecture funéraire au début de la 
dynastie Qing.  
 
Critère vi : Les tombes représentent un témoignage 
exceptionnel des activités rituelles de la famille impériale 
de la dynastie Qing, reflétant le confucianisme et le respect 
des ancêtres.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. RECOMMANDATIONS DE L’ICOMOS 
 
Recommandation concernant l’inscription 
 
Que cette extension soit approuvée sur la base des critères 
existants : i, ii, iii, iv et vi. 
 
 
 

ICOMOS, mars 2004 
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