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Promoting and Preserving Congolese Heritage

Linking Biological and Cultural Diversity 

16 September 2004

Room II

10h00 – 11h30
Inauguration ceremony

Speeches by :

· Mr Koïchiro Matsuura, Director-General of UNESCO

· Mr Joseph Kabila, President of the Democratic Republic of the Congo

· Mr Xavier Darcos, Minister of Cooperation, France

· Mr Armand De Decker, Minister of Development Cooperation, Belgium 

11h30 – 13h00
Theme I: Promoting and Preserving Congolese Heritage


Introduction and Chairmanship by: 


Mr Walter Erdelen, Assistant Director-General for Natural Sciences, UNESCO 

Keynote presentations :

11h45
Biodiversity Conservation: a Concern for All


Mr Claude Martin, Director General, WWF international
12h00
The World Heritage Convention: a Flagship Programme for the Conservation of Biodiversity


Mr Themba P. Wakashe, Chairperson of the World Heritage Committee 

12h15
Providing support to the reconstruction of DRC: a Joint Strategy Elaborated by UNESCO and DRC 

Mr Komlavi Seddoh, UNESCO Task Force Director on DRC


12h30
Round table : 


The Role of Local Knowledge in the Preservation of Congolese Heritage 


Introduction and Moderation by: 


Mr George Abungu, Archeologist, Chairman of Kenya Cultural Centre, Nairobi, Kenya

Panellists include :

· Mr Guido Gryseels, Director of the Royal Museum for Central Africa, Tervuren, Belgium

· Mr Elikia M’Bokolo, Professor, Programme Director, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris, France

· Mr Camille Kuyu, Law Professor, University of Panthéon-Sorbonne, Paris, France 

· Mr Bruno Lapika Dimonfou, Professor of Social Sciences, University of Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the Congo 

· Mr Théodore Trefon, Director of the Anthropology Centre, University of Brussels, Belgium

13h00 – 14h30
Lunch Break

14h30– 16h00
Theme II : Protecting the Congo Basin Biodiversity


Introduction and Chairmanship by: 


Mr John Mulongoy, Convention on Biological Diversity 

Keynote presentations : 

14h45
The Congo Basin Forests: Critical for Biodiversity Conservation 

Mr Olivier Langrand, Vice-President for Africa, Conservation International (CI) 

15h00

The Conference on Central African Moist Forest Ecosystems (CEFDHAC): 



Towards the Conservation and Sustainable Use of the Forests of Central Africa

Mr Daniel Ngantou, Director, Central Africa Office, World Conservation Union (IUCN)

15h15
The Yaoundé Declaration and the Conference of Ministers for the Forests of Central Africa (COMIFAC): a Commitment by the Governments of the Central African Countries to Conserve Biodiversity

Mr Henri Djombo, Minister for the Forestry Economics and the Environment, former President of COMIFAC (Republic of the Congo) 
15h30
The Congo Basin Forest Partnership: an International Commitment to Assist Central African


Countries in Protecting Biodiversity


Mr David Kaeuper, Ambassador, Facilitator of the Congo Basin Forest Partnership

15h45

Discussion and conclusion by Chairperson

16h00
Coffee break

16h30 – 18h00 
Theme III : The World Heritage of the Democratic Republic of the Congo : 


The Heart of the Congo Basin


Introduction and Chairmanship by: 


Mr Natajaran Ishwaran, Director of the Division of Ecological Sciences, UNESCO

Keynotes presentations :

16h45
Biodiversity Conservation: the Environmental Context of the Democratic Republic of the Congo
Mr Steven E. Sanderson, President and Chief Executive Officer of Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS)
17h00
Preserving Biodiversity in the Democratic Republic of the Congo through an Integrated Forest Policy Approach
Mr Anselme Enerunga, Minister for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Forestry, Democratic Republic of the Congo
17h15
The Democratic Republic of the Congo’s National Parks: a History of Conservation

Mr Jacques Verschuren, Former Director of Democratic Republic of the Congo’s National Parks

17h30
The State of Conservation of the World Heritage Sites in the Democratic Republic of the Congo
Ms Eulalie Bashige, Director-General of the Institut Congolais pour la Conservation de la Nature (ICCN)

17h45

Discussion and conclusion by Chairperson
18h00

Special Presentation :


Congo: Nature and Culture in the DRC

Mr Guido Gryseels, Director of the Royal Museum for Central Africa, Tervuren, Belgium

18h15
Cocktail and Guided Tour of the Exhibition


CONGO - Nature and Culture in the DRC
17 September 2004

Room II

10h00 - 13h00
Theme IV : Conserving World Heritage Biodiversity in Times of Conflict


Introduction and Chairmanship by: 


Mr Noureini Tidjani-Serpos, Assistant Director-General, Africa Department, UNESCO


Keynote presentations :
10h10
Lessons Learned from the project “Biodiversity Conservation in Regions of Armed Conflict:


Protecting World Heritage Sites in DRC” 


including a brief report from the experts workshop (13-14 September) 

Mr Jean-Pierre d’Huart, Consultant and team leader of the evaluation mission

10h30
Conservation in Practice in Regions of Conflict :

The Work of the Guards by Mr Jobogo Mirindi, Virunga National Park

Wildlife: a Status Report by Ms Mbake Sivha, International Gorilla Conservation Programme (IGCP) and Mr Robert Mwinyihali, Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS)

Diplomacy for Conservation by Mr Paulin Tshikaya, Garamba National Park

11h30
Coffee break
11h45
Questions from the floor 


12h15 
Round table : 


Looking ahead : Democratic Republic of the Congo’s World Heritage in the Next Decade


Introduction and Moderation by: 


Mr Jean-Pierre d’Huart

Panellists include :

· Ms Eulalie Bashige, Director-General of the Institut Congolais pour la Conservation de la Nature (ICCN)

· Mr Kanu Mbizi, Director of Cabinet, Ministry of Environment Nature Conservation and Forestry

· Mr Samy Mankoto, President of Réseau des Aires Protégées de l’Afrique Centrale (RAPAC), former DG of ICCN

· Mr John Lukas, President of the International Rhino Foundation, Director of Gilman International Conservation

· Ms Annette Lanjouw, Technical Advisor International Gorilla Conservation Programme (IGCP) 

· Mr Guy Debonnet, Programme Specialist, UNESCO’s World Heritage Centre

13h00 – 14h30    
Lunch break

14h30 - 18h00
Theme V : Partners for World Heritage in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 


Introduction and Chairmanship by: 


Mr Francesco Bandarin, Director of UNESCO’s World Heritage Centre

14h45
Declaration by the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo Highlighting the


Political Commitment for the Preservation of World Heritage Sites in Danger

A representative of the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo


Presentations by Donors Supporting the World Heritage in the Democratic Republic of the Congo :

15h00
Government representatives : 

Government of Belgium 

Ms Martine Van Dooren, Director General, Belgian Development Cooperation

Government of Germany

Ms Gudrun Grosse Wiesmann, Deputy Director General for Africa, Ministry of 

Development Cooperation

Government of USA

Ms Ann Carson, First Secretary, Permanent Delegation of USA to UNESCO

Government of France

Ms Bérangère Quincy, Director for Technical Cooperation, DGCID

Government of Italy

Mr Roberto Tortori, Under-Secretary for Environment

16h00
Coffee break

16h15
Intergovernmental agencies :

World Bank / Global Environmental Facility


Mr Emmanuel Mbi, Director of Operation for DRC

European Union

A representative of the European Union to be confirmed 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) / Global Environmental Facility

Mr Abdoulaye Ndiaye, Regional Coordinator Biodiversity for West/Central Africa
European Space Agency (ESA)

Mr Jean-Charles Bigot, Director of International Relations, ESA 

17h00
Non-governmental representatives : 

United Nations Foundation (UNF)

Mr David Carter, Vice President for Finance

Conservation NGO partners of UNESCO

International Rhino Foundation (IRF)

World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF)

Zoological Society of London (ZSL)

Fauna and Flora International (FFI)

African Wildlife Foundation (AWF)

Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS)

Gilman International Conservation (GIC)

Zoological Society of Milwaukee (ZSM)

Frankfurt Zoological Society (FZS)

17h30
Discussion and conclusion by Chairperson
17h50
Report from the workshop “Partners for Heritage in DRC” 

Mr Grégoire Bakandeja wa Mpungu, President of the National Commission for Economics and Finances, DRC
18h00 - 18h30
Closing ceremony 


Speeches by :

· Mr Joseph Kabila, President of the Democratic Republic of the Congo

· Mr Edi Angulu Mabengi,Ambassador of Democratic Republic of the Congo
· A representative of the Director-General of UNESCO
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