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ENSURING THE PROTECTION OF SITES IN THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO – AN EXPERTS’ WORKSHOP

Monday 13 September

UNESCO Headquarters, Paris

9:30 – 10:00 

Opening

Mr. Francesco Bandarin, Director of the World Heritage Centre, UNESCO

Mr. Natajaran Ishwaran, Director, Division of Ecological Sciences, UNESCO

Mrs. Eulalie Bashige, Director-General of Institut Congolais pour la Conservation de la Nature (ICCN)

10:00 – 13:00
Session I : 
Evaluation of the first phase of the UNESCO/UNF






Project




Introduction and chairmanship : 

Mr. Jean-Pierre d’Huart, Consultant, UNESCO




Keynote presentations :

a) Are severely impoverished World Heritage sites still conservation priorities in DRC? 

Mr. John Hart, Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) and Mr. Bernard Iyomi-Iyatshi, ICCN, Kahuzi-Biega NP

b) The strong coalition between ICCN and NGOs generated by the war must survive in time of peace

Mr. Norbert Mushenzi, ICCN, Virunga NP and Mrs. Annette Lanjouw, International Gorilla Conservation Programme (IGCP)

c) The post-conflict situation leaves many priorities for action and reaction

Mrs. Eulalie Bashige and Mrs.Terese Hart, Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS)

d) Preserving World Heritage Sites in times of conflict 

Mr. Henri Paul Eloma Ikoleki, Project coordination and Mr. Conrad Aveling Consultant, mission of evaluation 

Questions and answers

Discussion : 

The impact of UNESCO/UNF project on biodiversity in DRC, and on the main lessons to share with the international community

Moderator: Mr. Jean-Pierre d’Huart

Conclusions of the session.

13:00 – 14:30 

Lunch break

14:30 – 17:30
Session II : 
Assisting with tools for monitoring World Heritage 



Sites in DRC

Introduction and chairmanship : 

Ms. Brigitte Decadt, Federal Office for Science Policy, Belgium

Keynote presentations :

a) Use of space technologies to monitor gorilla habitat in DRC

Mr. Diego Fernández Prieto, European Space Agency (ESA)

b) Deriving cartography for World Heritage Sites

Mr. Philippe de Maeyer, University of Gant
c) The need for good tools for monitoring biodiversity in WH sites in DRC

Mr. John Hart, Wildlife Conservation Society

Questions and answers

Round table: the use of satellites images and high technologies is crucial for mapping but capacity building, a minimum of infrastructure is needed.
Moderator: Mrs. Brigitte Decadt

Panelists : 

Mr. Carlos de Wasseige (UCL), Mr. Marc Languy (WWF), Mrs. Sivha Mbake (IGCP), Mr. Mirindi Jobogo (ICCN), Mr. Jean-François Bizenga (ERAIFT)
17:30 – 18:00 

Conclusions of day 1




Mr.  Jean-Pierre d’Huart, Consultant UNESCO

Tuesday 14 September

Session III :
The importance of the DRC World Heritage Sites for the conservation of great apes

Chairman of the session :
Jean Ngog Nje, Regional school for the integrated management of tropical forests
Presentations :
a) The perception of great ape conservation in different historical, political and socio-cultural contexts 

Frédéric Joulian, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales

b) Mountain gorillas in the Virunga National park: State of conservation and eco-tourism. 

Annette Lanjouw et Sivha Mbake, International Gorilla Conservation Programme (IGCP)

c) The bonobos in Salonga National Park: prospects for conservation. 
Gay Reinartz, Zoological Society of Milwaukee (ZSM) and Boniface Lokwa Mbieme, ICCN
d) Great apes and bush meat trade in Central Africa: current state and need for a regional cooperation strategy


Jean Bihini won wa Musiti, World Conservation Union (UICN)

e) Epidemiological aspects: the case of Ebola fever in the region of the Odzalla Biosphere Reserve 

Mathieu Ebéké

f) Role of the press in awareness raising for great ape conservation 

Rachel Fléaux-Mulot

Round table : 

The importance of DRC World Heritage Sites for the conservation of great apes 
Moderator: Jean Ngog Nje

Panelists : Bernard Fosso, Dieudonné Ankara, Jean Baudouin Mayo Mambéké, Melanie Virtue, Annette Lanjouw, Gay Reinartz.

Conclusions of the session
12:30 – 13:00

Lunch break

14:00 – 17:00

Session III :
The implication of local communities in the 

Conservation of World Heritage Sites in DRC: lessons learned and future perspectives

Introduction and chairmanship :
 

Marc Languy, World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF)

Presentations :
a) Experiences with  Community Conservation around the Kahuzi-Biega National Park

M. Georges Bakongo, PNKB/GTZ Project, Kahuzi-Biega National Park
b) Conservation and zoning in the buffer zone : the case of the Okapi Wildlife Reserve
Richard Tshombe, Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS), CEFRECOF

c) Establishment of green belts by local communities around the Virunga National Park: successes, failures, costs and benefits.

Samuel Boendi, WWF, Virunga National Park

d) Participatory boundary demarcation in the Virunga National Park: with, without, in favour of or against the local communities? 
Bisidi Yalolo, WWF, programme RDC
e) Legal and institutional framework for participatory management of natural resources in DRC in 2004 : analysis and perspectives.
Léonard MUAMBA KANDA, Secretary General of the Ministry for Environment

Discussion :

The implication of local communities in the conservation of World sites in DRC : lessons learned and future perspectives

Moderator : Marc Languy

17.00 – 18.00
Conclusions of the second day and the workshop


Jean-Pierre d’Huart, Consultant UNESCO
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