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1 See the 1956 UNESCO Recommendations on International Principles Applicable to Archaeological 
Excavations. Available at: http://www.unesco.org/general/eng/legal/cltheritage/delhi56.html. 
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2 It remains uncertain whether the Roman theatre and other ‘non-Christian’ areas of the site would 
have received more ‘attention’ during future excavations if Dr. Mare had not died. Updates to the 
website have also not occurred since his death, therefore the authors do not know whether the team 
went to Abila as intended in 2004, and if so, what additional work they actually carried out there.  
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3 At the time of the Authors’ visit, Spring 2005. 
4 Originally quoted in: M. Shunnaq. The Archaeological Site of Abila: Between Local Community and 
Public Awareness. Date and publisher unknown. 
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Figure 1  Map of Jordan.  Source: adapted from Simons &. Finlay (1997). 
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Fig 2  Map showing the location of the Decapolis region.  Source: adapted 
from Mare (1982; 1996; 1997). 
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5 By the passing of the time the meaning of the term, “restoration” had changed.  In the 19th century, 
restoration was also suggesting present reconstruction.  Preservation corresponding to the present 
restoration practices.  
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Figure 3  Franklin Court, Philadelphia.  Source: Fitch (1982). 
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