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MANAS WILDLTFE SANCTUARY (INDIA) (N 338)

Execut-ive Sumrnary of the reDort

f Note: eac'h of-the seclion,s described bclov, should he .ttsnmorizetl" I'he msxinntrn lengrh q/ ttte
e.xectrtit,e sumnwry is I puge.l

Manas rilildlife Sanctuary (India) (N 338)

Response to Decision 43
COM 78.7 of the World
Hcritage Comrninee,
201{)

Pala 3: Protecticin level has increased with new anti-poaching camps
established, rnobile patrol tearn fi"rnctions and rnultipl" a.r'".t. made.
No r"hino poaching since 20 17.

Para 4:Aproposal has been submitted to the BTC, state of Assam for
sa.nctioning of finds for eviction drive in Betbari area of Manas
National Park.

Para 5: contractors to be finalized soon to wort on habitat
managernent in different locations of'Mzuras n..ational park.

Para 6: Site level transboundary meeting and agreements in place.

Pala 7:This matter and relevant response pertains to the state partv of
Bhutan

Other currerit
conselvation issues

Translocation progralxmss and
initiatives

Eco-development and local comiurnity

Any potentral nra-ior
alterations, restorations,
construction. etc

None

Public access Yes

Manas Tige.r Prcrject.
Bodoland Territorial Council
Govemrnenl of Assam
Barpeta Road - 7813 1 5,
Assarn. lndia
T'el : +91-3656-261413(O)
Res :+91-3666-26A251
Mobile : +91-9435 111172
Email : fcl.rnanastp@g.mai1-com
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Annex lj of the Operational Guidelines

Response to the Decision of the World Heritage Commiftee

fNote: 'l'he State(s) Parfl(ies) is,''cre requested to address the most recent Decisiotr o.f the
Wbdrl Heritage Oommittee.fitr this proper\', paragroph h1, puragraptz.l

The World Heritage Committee vide Decision 43 CON,{ 7t}.7 adopted at its 43'd Session helcl
in 2019, requested the State Part-v of India to suburit to the World Heritage Centre, by
I December 202A, an updatecl repofi on the state of conservation of the property and the
irnplementation of the recontmemdations, lbr exarnination by the \&'orld Heritage Committee
at its 45th Session iu 2021. in this context, response of the State Party of India is provided
below.

PARA-3: Apnreciates the commitment and up*caled efforts by the St*te Party in
cooperation with other stakcholders to combat poaching and to improve staff morale
and capacityn which flppear to have resulted in zero rhino poaching within the property,
and improving the overall managemcnt e{fectiveness, and encourages the State Party to
continue its efforts to ensure that the property's Outstanding Universal Value (Otry) is
protected from poaching fhreats;

The authorities bf h{anas National Park have continued its efforts to protect the site from
incidents of poaching. In one such case, the Park Directorate has achieved yet another
milestone in conservation management as a successful arest leading to conviction for
poaching inside the Park has been made during June 2019.
(https://www.thehindu.conr/newvnationau7-year-jail-for-kilting*nongoose-
bird#article28l19054.ece). In the landmark verdict given by State of Assam Court, 5 persons
were handed over seven years in prison, extendable to 10 years, and a minimum fine of t
50,000 under the Wildlife (Protection) Aot, 1972 for killing Hispid harq Mongoose and other
protected wild animals inside the Protected Area. This wouid serve as a major deterent to all
poachers, thereby filrther streugthening the Pmk Management. Besides that, continued joint
effort between Manas National Park authorities, relevant enforcement agencies and other
stakeholders har,-e led to apprehensions of poachers, including the recent cases narnely,

two culprits (Offense report to. BB/Offencell/2}$fDt. 2AB/2A20), two
pffson arrested (Offence report no. BBloffencs/l/20tDt.241051202q, two persons arrested
(Offense report no. BB/Offence/2|z}Z} Dt. rc/7/2}20 and BB/Offence/3/2020 Dr.
a3lfi/zaaa).

Two new anti-poaching camps have been established narnely, Gabharukhunda under Panbari
Range and Kathpura under Bansbari Range, while Baidoghat and Ranighat anti-poaching
camps at Panbmi which were abandoned earlier have been revived. The total number ol
camps has aow increased to 82.

Manas National Park is also carrying out a unique approach for Conservation Law
Enforcement Systenl where a team of highly skilled frontline staffs carries out efficient
patrol in fwo rafiges led by the Forest Range Officer in &e field and commanded by the
Field Director. The systern is being implemented since March 2016 starting uritll a three-
week skill development training followed by field implementations. Cu:rintly two such
mobile patrol teafil are firnctional in Bhuyanpma and Bansbari ranges. The team at
Bhuyanpara is designated as 'Manas Tigers', and the team at Bansbari as 'Manas
Panthers'.Both the team carries out daily patrolling extensively by foo! and also by
elephant bikes and vehicles as and when required.The teaur gathers all of the information
required to understand tlpes of threats and then directly address &ose tlrough the msans
available in hand. This helps in understanding a threat and seeking to shape the assets into
most effective force possible, which is a key factor here in this system.

The total number of sanctioned fronfline staffs currently stands at 277, while additional
manpower in form of service providers and casual labours are available for protection.
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Annex 13 of the Operational Guidelines

It is pertinent to note that there has been no rhino poaching in lvlanas National Park frorn
2017 till the date of filling this repot.

As per the latest animal census data, the population of different faunas are as foilows:

Tiger : 30

Rhino :43

Elephant : 1034+

Wild buffalo :502

Swamp deer :99

Gaur :706

Pygmy hog : 150

Bengal Florican : -50

Golden lan,eur : 400 (Panbali range)

Poaghing data: The lecent poachitg related dataare as follow's:

(A) Panbari Range:

On 30105/2019 -Arests against'Iiger Poaching Case- Offence Clase No. PB/03 of 2019 &
PB/05 of 2019 (Offences are related).Anested & sent to the SDJN{, Bijni. Seized one Motor
Cycle No.- AS-16/8596
On 23106/2019 with ioint effort of West Bengal Forests & Assam Forests apprehended 5(five)
accused and sent to the Hon'ble SDJM" Biini. Seized one Govemrnent vehicle & 6 (six)
rnr:biles"

An lUfil?0l9 -SunilalBoro (lrain culprit &second tirne offender) who absconded an'ested
by Bilsipara Police & tahen on rernand ft'om Flon'ble SDJI\4, Bilasipara& arrested again on
WIAI2L)19 & sent to Hon'ble SDJi\'\, Biini.

On 1511012019- from Hasimara area -One Tiger skirq one Tiger Skull, 110 nos. Tiger
bones recovered related to above case by West Bengal Forest Deparbnent and arrested two
persons. Prayed for interrogation & taken on remand &om the Hon'ble CJM, Jalpaiguri &
taken on remand by prcving the tiger poached fl'om Manas NP (N{-059) & arrested on
16lfin0l9 and sent to Hon'ble SDJM, Binji

On 19.11.2019 - One absconding and whose bail petition rejected Sri BarlangfaDaimaty alias
liijenDaimarywas arested and sent to the Hon'trle SDJM. Bijni on 20.1 I .2019.

On 1710612019 -Arrest and Seizure against Offence Case No. PBl04 of 2019 (Sarnbar

hunting Case)

On 1810612019- One mora accused involved with O.R No. PB/04 of 2019 surrendered and
arrested aud sent to the Hon'ble SDJM, Bijni, Chilang.Recovered and seized one handmade
Gun, one Anthler and one bicycle fi'om the above 3 accused persons.

On 30/1012019- Case No. PB/06 of 2019. i{n'est & recovery of one handrnade Gun for
illegal entry inside the palk.

On 3ll7 t2020 - Case no. PB/03 of 2020. two porsons was arestedfor trrunting wildlife.
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(B) Banstrari Range:

On 20/09DA19Auest against Offence Case No. BBiOffence/l 2019 and sent to Hon'ble CJM,
Baksa- N4ushaipur -related to poisoning case where two Leopards died at Narayanguri under
Bansbari Range

On 1S110i2019 -Detected and dismantled on iliegal Saw Mill running jointly at Chunbari
area and recovered 270 pcs battens, 40 pcs plank 117 pcs logs all taken custody by Baksa
Division.
(C) Bhuyanpara Range: No arrests

PARA-4: Expresses its utm.ost concern about illegal encroachments in Bhuyanpara
range, including the reported construction of houses and-regests_the State Party to
clarify the current status of eneroachment within the properfy and, if conlirmed, to
urgently address the issue and step up *fforts to prevent furfher encroachment through
inter alia allocating appropriate finaacial and human resources for surveillance along
with efforts to imprave local liveUhoods;

The issues of human dependence on forest landscapes of Protected Areas in the region,
including Manas'Wildlife Sanctuary in Assanr, has long history with various cultural,
political and socio-economic dimensions associated with it. The area of the property where
this ternporary, seasonal agriculture is undertaken as a livelihood enhancement measure by
the indigenous communities is only for sustenance and non-commercial purpose. The
challenge is to address the sustainability of such a practice so that there is no direct threat to
the Outstandiag Universal Value of the property. The pmk managemert has been
significantly engaging with the local communities and other stakeholders for resolving the
matter.

A proposal (letter no. FD/TP/Encroachment/3275, dtd- A7108/2A2A &
FDlTPlEncroachme,ntl6982 dt. 3LllZnAW) has already bee,n submitted to the BTC, State of
Assam for sa:rctioning of fimds for eviction drive in Betbari area of Manas National Park.
Due to CAA agitation and later on lockdorvn due to outbreak of COVID 19 Pandemic, Code
of Conduct for BTC election and non-receipt of flrnds, the eviction operation could not be
conducted. The authorities cf Manas National Parkis working closely udth local
administratiorl police and civil societies for implementing the eviction operation.

PARA-S: Notinq with concern that invasive plant species, notably Chromolaena
odorata and, Miksnis micrantha are spreading at an alarming raterggggg[gthe work
undertaken by the State Party fo develop a science-based protocol for grassland
maasg*men( and urses the State Party to subsrquently prepare and implement an
Action Plan to implement control measures across the property and to continue
moaitoring trends in order to assess the longer-term effectiveness of these measures;

The Park Managemen{ in association with conservation nor-goveflrmental orgarrisations, is
facilitating development of a scientific habitat management protocol for devising short and
long term plans for sustainable managemert of &e grassland-wcodland ecosystem, including
accounting for invasive species and fue regimes. This will subsequently result in an Action
Plan to implement conffol msasures in the site.

A follow up workshop with concerned stakeholders was conducted in January 2AZA to
finalize the action plan for habitat management. The authorities of Manas National Park have
initiated the process of inviting tenders from competent registered contractors CIass-I (A),
(B), (C) and Class-Ilcategory of Assam PWD, Operation (APO) under State CAMPA, Assam
dnring 2020-2lfor habitat managemert in three differenf locations. The final selection cf the
contract will be done within a short period of time from CHD office, Kokrajhar.

PARA-6: Welcomes the intensi{ication of transboundary cooperation with the State
Party of Bhutan in the field of management of the property and the neighbouring
Royal Manas National Park;
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PARA-6: Welcomes the intensification of transboundary cooperation with the State
Party of Bhutan in the {ield of managemeot of the property and the neighbouring
Royal Manas National Park;

New evidence-based inforrnation regarding population status and distribution of flagship
species such as tigers, elephants, wild buffalo arnong cthers have brought in good news. It is
evident that the wild denizens of Manas in India are also moving across to neighbouring
Bhutan in the Royal Manas National Park. The configuous landscape of pristine forests and
muititude of micro-habitats is spread across an area af more than 2000 sq. km. across
international boundaries. Bhutan has recently reported the increase in their tiger ntrnbers in
Royal Manas National Park based on simultaneous camera trapping exercise with Manas,
India . &t&s://www.thethirdpole.net/en/2019/03i 18/tiger-numbers-increase-in-bhutanfl.

A site level transboundary meeting was held between the Field Director, Manas National
Park and Park Manager, Royal Manas National Park on 301712019. Both o{ficials agreed to
carry out regular quarterly meetings and continuing the synchronized paholling along the
border. It was also decided to exchange information on wildlife crirnes and illegal wildlife
trade.

Para 7: Also recallins the Committee's concerns regarding the potential impact of the
Mangdechhu hydro-elecfric project on the OIIV of the property;!9gply;ggrejs that the
State Party of Bhutan has not provided information on fhe status of this project nor
submitted a copy of the Environmental Impact Assessment (8L4.), despite repeated
requests by the Committee since 2012 and, in accordance with the Paragraph 172 of
the Operational Guidetines, reitcrates its reouest to the State Party of Bhutan to provide
without further delay a copy of the EIA ns well as updaterl information on the project
to the World Heritage Centre, for review by IUCN, and to consult with the State Party
of India regarding nn assessment of potentiat impacts of this project on the OIIV of the
property;

This matter and relevant response pertains to the State Parfy of Bhutan.

Other turrent conservation issues idrntilied bv the State(s) PartvGes) which may have
an imnact on the pronerty's Outstanding Universal Value

fNate: this includes conser\tation issues wltich Gre not mentioned. in the Decision af the
World Eerrtage Committee or in any information requestfrom the World Herrtage CentreJ

llltis section rnay highlight any other conservation issues:
r Status/duration of latest management plan and funding sources: 'Ihe Tiger

Conservation Plan for the period of 2014-2A24 was approved by the National Tiger
Conservation Authority. The TCP will pave way fcr effectir.e managetnent of the
site.I'unds under APO-201 9-20:
(A) CSS-Project Tiger: Total arnount released Rs. 55i.276 lakhs as per approved
APO. Utilized Rs. 55i.276 lakhs as per Pragress Repoft during the financial yeal
2Al9-24 and 2020-21.
(B) CSS-Project Elephanf Total released Rs 9.485 lakhs for cornpensations to

affeeted people and utilized Rs 9.485 lakhs during the financial year 2019-2A.
(C) Biosphere Resert'e: Total Rs 89.047 lalih released against the approved APO
and utilized Rs 89.047 lakhs cluring the financial year 2A|9-ZA and 2020-21.

Translocation Programmes:

a) Rhinos: Or 2311212019- locai translocation of two Rhinos from Boma
(Enclosure) of Rhino Carnp, Bansbari to Sidhajhar under Kahilerna Beat
rvithin lVlanas National Park was successfully done. On 0l/03/2020, two
Rhinos were brought (translocated) from Kazilanga National Park
sucoessfuily.

b) Wild Buffalo Translocation: Two wild Buffaloes (one male & one female)
captured during were captuled in Pebruary& March}A2A md were sent to

t
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Bamwapara WLS. Chattishgarh on 1510412A20 frorn Manas NationalPark
successfully.

c) Pygmy Hog Translocafion: As per decision taken during meeting on
261A212020 in the presence of the then Addl. PCCF, Wildlife & CWLW.
Assarn at Pigrly Hog Research and Breeding Centre, Basistha to trans-locate
14 number:s of Pigrny Hog from Nameri to Bhuyanpara under lVlanas

N.P, the actual translccation has been dote in two batches on 14105.2020
and 17.0512A20.

Eco-development and Iocal community initiatives

a) Funds to 26 EDCs - Rs 3.51 lakhs for distrihution of piglets &
Assistance of Rd 2.70 lakhs for Yarn bank in connection with Flandloom
are prcvided trorn CSS- Project Tiger

b) Fund for revival of Eco-Tourism Centre at l3zmsbari-run by IIDC &
Local Population -Rs 0.50 lakh & Rs I .00 lakh for 100 School Bags with
Manas Logo under CSS-Biosphere

1. ln conformityJrith Paragraph 172 of the (,rryerar-.rirr?rr/ 6hfdle#fle"r. describe ?nv notential
maior restorations. alterations andl*r new construction(s) intended within the
propertv. the buffcr zgEe(s) and/or corridors or other areas. where such developrnents
mav affect the Outstandins Universal Value of the nropgrtt'. including aufhenticity and
integritv'.

None

5. Public access to the state of conservation repo_L(

{hlote: this reltot'ttvill he ttploadetl.fttr puhlic occsss on the l,lltrld l-{eritage {')enlre b State rl-
consen'atiott lnfbrmation Syl;tenr ('t ,,,, ;,',.., .i:,. ,,,.t,.,,'.: ,, ,).Shoulc{ yaur Stak Pdrl},
request that the Jull reptrl shoulcl nat be uSsload.ed, only lhe l-page executiye sutnrnaty
provided in poirrt (1.) abot,e will be uploaded.fbr pttblic ac'ces.sf .

6. Sisnature of the Authority

Field Director:.
h4anas Tiger Pro-ject.

Bodotrarrd Teritori al Counci 1

Govenrment of Assam
Barpeta Road - 781315,
Assarn. India
Tel :+9t-3656-261413(O)
Res :+91-3666-260251
\40bile : -9 I -9435 1 1 1 172

Email : fd.manastp@srnail.com

Submitted

Sannah, IFS)
Manas Tiger Project

(
Field

Barpeta Road, Assam
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