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SITE NAME:    Medina of Essaouira (formerly Mogador) 
 
DATE OF INSCRIPTION:   16th December 2001 
 
STATE PARTY:      MOROCCO 
 
CRITERIA:      C (ii)(iv) 
 
DECISION OF THE WORLD HERITAGE COMMITTEE: 
Excerpt from the Report of the 25th Session of the World Heritage Committee 

The Committee inscribed the Medina of Essaouira (Formerly Mogador) on the World Heritage List under criteria 
(ii) and (iv):  

Criterion (ii): Essaouira is an outstanding and well preserved example of a late 18th 
century European fortified seaport town translated to a North African context. 
Criterion (iv): With the opening up of Morocco to the rest of the world in the later 17th 
century Essaouira was laid out by a French architect who had been profoundly influenced 
by the work of Vauban at Saint-Malo. It has retained its European appearance to a 
substantial extent.  

A number of delegates expressed their reservations as to the outstanding universal value of the site, as well as some 
concerns on the reported alterations that had taken place in the city, where inappropriate materials had been used for 
modern additions. ICOMOS informed the Committee that although some degree of integrity had been lost in the past, the 
degree of loss did not compromise the overall significance of the site. Adequate safeguarding measures and a 
comprehensive Management Plan were now in place, which would prevent further damage to the historic structures of 
the city. 
 
 
BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS 
Essaouira is an exceptional example of a late-18th-century fortified town, built according to the principles of 
contemporary European military architecture in a North African context. Since its foundation, it has been a major 
international trading seaport, linking Morocco and its Saharan hinterland with Europe and the rest of the world. 
 
 
 

 
1.b  State, Province or Region:     Province of Essaouira, Tensift Region 
 
1.d  Exact location:     31°30' N , 9°48' W 
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