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SITE NAME  ("TITLE")     Ouadi Qadisha (the Holy Valley) and the Forest of the Cedars of
                                            God (Horsh Arz el-Rab)

DATE OF INSCRIPTION ("SUBJECT")     5 / 12 / 1998

STATE PARTY ("AUTHOR")      LEBANON

CRITERIA ("KEY WORDS")      C (iii)(iv)

DECISION OF THE WORLD HERITAGE COMMITTEE:
22nd Session
Following clarification of the buffer zone by the State Party, the Committee inscribed this site on the World
Heritage List on the basis of criteria (iii) and (iv):
Criterion (iii): The Qadisha Valley has been the site of monastic communities continuously since the earliest
years of Christianity. The trees in the Cedar Forest are survivors of a sacred forest and of one of the most
highly prized building materials of the ancient world.
Criterion (iv): The monasteries of the Qadisha Valley are the most significant surviving examples of this
fundamental demonstration of Christian faith.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION:
The Qadisha Valley is one of the most important early Christian monastic settlements in the
world, and its monasteries, many of great age, are positioned dramatically in a rugged
landscape.  Nearby are the remains of the great forest of the Cedars of Lebanon, which were
highly prized for the construction of great religious buildings in Antiquity.

1.b. State, province or region:   Liban, région du nord.  Vallée de la Qadisha et
                                                 District Bécharré

1.d  Exact location:     34°17’-34°15’ N  /  35°56’-36°00’ E
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