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Construction Activity Moratorium

Baptism Site “Bethany Beyond the Jordan”/Al-Maghtas
(JORDAN)

In order to achieve the main goal of The Statute of the Baptism Site Commission and
Amendments Number 48 for 2001, that confirms in Paragraph 5 the importance of preserving the
following:

o The archaeological discoveries in the Baptism Site, including the remains of the churches,
the special facilities for Christian baptism, and the mosaic panels, among other discoveries.

o The natural beauty of the site and the rock formations, soil, plant cover and wild life in it.

e The natural environment and the archaeological discoveries at the site from the negative
impacts resulting from the implementation of the development works, building activities,
agriculture and the movement of visitors.

And to ensure the Sustainability, Integrity, and Authenticity of the Property, and its Exceptional
Outstanding Universal Values, Hereby, the Baptism Site Commission is committed to the
application of this moratorium, which prevents any permanent construction except for
architectural structures created solely to protect archeological remains.

This Moratorium is issued in the 19% of October, 2016.

Dr. Monther Dahash Jamhawi Dr. Suleiman Al Farajat
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Lina Mazhar Annab

Director General
Department of Antiquities

Minister of Tourism and Antiquities
Deputy Director of Head of Board of Trustees of the Baptism Site Commission
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Introduction to Cultural Site Management Planning

The Management Plan will offer a collective vision and provide a decision making tool
that would guide future excavations, conservation and intervention on the site. Itis
value-driven and through a participatory and interdisciplinary process will balance
conservation needs and tourism development demands. Being a collective vision to the
management of cultural and natural sites, the management plan provides an anchor to
accommodate how different stakeholders relate to the site and to its management.

An effective Management Plan should be capable not only of guiding policy makers and
planners involved with the site but should also engage with the fullest variety of
stakeholders in order to secure a long term and sustainable future for the Baptism Site.
Thus in drawing up the Management Plan for the site the following 2 broad principles
should be adhered to:

1. The Plan allows each stakeholder group to engage constructively with the site
while recognizing the overall need to protect, enhance and inform. The Plan will
require the backing of all stakeholders.

2. The Plan takes an integrative approach to the management of the site
recognizing that its value lies in the relationships between the built environment,
the natural environment, and most important of all, its value lies in making its
significance accessible to the general public and visitors.

Different researchers have orchestrated and came up with planning mechanisms for
conservation, interpretation, and management for cultural sites. Several scholars
(Demas 2002; Greene 1999; Sullivan 1997; de la Torre 1995) developed useful and
insightful frameworks that depended on identification of site and its associated
stakeholders; assessment of values, significance, and management contexts; and
coming up with responses in the form of policies and strategies. Yet, long-term
application of such methods had led some critical observers to question the
appropriateness of ideology transfer in cultural site management; specially with recent
studies (Smith 1994; Daher 2007, Harvey 2001; Herzfeld 2003; Byrne 1991; Munjeri
2004) that prioritizes the incorporation of local knowledge and practices of
patrimonilization in cultural site management and tourism development approaches
worldwide.

Objectives of Management Planning for cultural heritage sites are multiple, they
include:




* Create a shared vision among staff responsible for the site and external parties
who have an interest in the site.

* Involve key players (and thereby strengthen relationships, negotiate conflicts,
and form alliances that will benefit the site.

* Engage in transparent decision making; that is to make the decision making
process open and clear to all.

* Reassess, evaluate, and synthesize information about a site

Management Planning is premised on the following three assumptions or convections:

- Many of the problems facing archaeological sites today, are rarely capable of
being solved definitively, but can be managed; that is, there adverse impacts can
be mitigated or controlled.

- The best or most appropriate decisions for a site are those that will preserve the
values of the place and are sustainable.

- Good decisions are the result of careful planning.

Several researchers in the area of heritage management had written extensively on
heritage management, they confirm that preparation of management plans for cultural
sites could proceed through a 3 tier process:

Identification: understanding of the site, its documentation, and stakeholder analysis.
During this stage (ldentification), the team would continue on managing the data
collected on the site and synthesize into a comprehensive documentation and
description of the Site. Furthermore, this stage would also address researching the
various stakeholder groups associated with the site. Finally, this stage ends with
identifying the main aims behind preparing the management plan for the Baptism site.

Assessment: of management context, physical condition, and cultural significance
values. This important stage (Assessment) is mostly about the following:

- Assessment of the management context identifying the ongoing constrains and
opportunities that will affect the conservation and management of the site.




- Assessment of the physical condition of the site in addition to assessment of
potential environmental and physical threats and challenges. This also includes
an assessment of previous conservation works conducted on the site.

- Assessment of Cultural Site Significance (and values) addressing why the site is
important and for whom.

Response: establish policies and develop strategies for the management of the site.
During this stage, we will establish policies addressing how the values of the Site would
be preserved for future generations and conveyed to the public. Objectives would
address what will be done to translate policies into action. Furthermore, strategies
would be developed addressing how the objectives will be put into practice. These
(strategies) include addressing ownership, legal status of the site, environmental
mitigation measures, future conservation of the site, future site interpretation and
presentation to the public, visitor facilities and experiences, staffing levels and job
description to mention a few.

Management planning is concerned with the notion of how sites might function in the
life of the community and how to integrate management decisions into planning
practices and programs such as the responsibility summarized in Article 5 of the World
Heritage Convention, “to adopt a general policy which aims to give the cultural and
natural heritage a function in the life of the community, and to integrate the protection
of that heritage into comprehensive planning programs”.



Planning Process Methodology

1. Identification and Description

Collecting Information

1.1 Aims

What are the aims and expectations
of the planning process?

1.2 Stakeholders

Who should be involved in the
planning process?

1.3 Documentation
and Description
What is known about the site
and what needs to be understood?

Y

2. Assessment and Analysis
Taking Stock

2.1 Cultural
Significance/Values
Why is the site important or

2.2 Physical Condition

What is the condition of the site
or structure; what are the threats?

2.3 Management
Context
What are the current constraints
and opportunities that will affect

valued and by whom is it valued?
the conservation and management
of the site?

Y

3. Response
Making Decisions

3.1 Establish Purpose and Policies
For what purpose is the site being conserved and managed?
How are the values of the site going to be preserved?

3.2 Set Objectives
What will be done to translate policies into actions?

3.3 Develop Strategies
How will the objectives be put into practice?

3.4 Synthesize and Prepare Plan

Periodic Review and Revision

Source: Demas, Martha/ (2000) Management Planning for Archeological Sites, page 30

Figure (1): Planning Process Methodology



Part | of the Management Plan: Identification and
Description

The purpose of this step is to delineate the components of the site and to collect and
synthesize information and documentation. This involves identifying and inventorying
important documents and archives, delineating the boundary and the Site (both legal
and cultural, and identifying and naming its specific components for purposes of
defining discrete management entities, and for consistent reference the planning
process.

Documentation & Description

A Brief Introduction to the Site

Saudi Arabia

Source: http://www.google.jo

Map (1): Map of Jordan
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Map (3): The Baptism Site Boundaries




Source: Daher, Rami (TURATH: Architecture & Urban Design Consultants)/ (February 2015)

Image (1): A view of the Jordan River

ARG

¥

S S R e

=

Source: Daher, Rami (TURATH: Architecture & Urban Design Consultants)/ (June 2012)

Image (2): Interpretive Paths below the Rhotorius Monestery in Wadi Al-Kharrar
with a view of the North Church’s Protective Shelter in the background
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Image (3): White marl cliffs

1" overlook the Jordan Valley, with
caves cut into them for hermits

or resident monks who needed

a place quiet contemplation

Source: Ruben, Isabelle — Taylor, Jane/ (2010) Beyond the Jordan

The Baptism site is located in the southern Jordan Valley, the lowest spot on earth, in a
special environment. The area of the valley is the broadest zone (ca. 16 km wide)
between Lake Tiberius and the Dead Sea and is considered the most fertile area in the
entire region. In this region there are many archaeological sites representing a
continuous history of occupation starting with the origins of settled life up to the
present. This area was a cross road between the east and west sides of the Jordan River.
Especially since the Roman period the area was densely populated until the
Ayyubid/Mamluk period (13"-15™ century AD). Recent (second half of the 20" century)
major agricultural developments in the Jordan Rift Valley area increased the number of
population of the area due to the inception of the Eastern Ghor Canal.

The Baptism area was carefully selected next to a spring known as Al-Kharrar close to
the actual floor of the Jordan Valley (the Ghor) extending on a gradual smooth slope to
the Zor where the Jordan River changes its bed from time to time. Such a location
allowed continuous construction at the site in an area around 2 km. This situation
enabled the monks at the site to utilize the surrounding area for agriculture. The monks
themselves lived in caves cut into the Qatar hills facing the Zor and the Jordan River to
the west.

So far the archaeological site stretches around 2 km from east to west between Tell Al-
Kharrar (Elijah’s Hill), surrounded by a stream of the Wadi Al-Kharrar on the east, up to
the Jordan River in the west. The fenced area is approximately 4 km square, which
includes the core and the rest of the site that is owned and designated including
possible undiscovered archaeological remains.
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The site is mainly accessible from the eastern side. Accessibility from the western side
awaits peace in the region or special arrangements among the concerned state parties.
The ancient name of the site as indicated on archaeological remains (e.g., Madaba
Mosaic Map of the Byzantine period) is beit Anya (house of springs or sorrows in Arabic)
of which its current name “Bethany” is derived.

Data Collection Methodology

The data collection process was very tedious as it involved extensive research and the
assemblage of and synthesis between different types of data from various venues that
included governmental organizations, personal archives, and published sources to
mention a few.

Types of Data Collection

The different types of data that were collected are summarized below:

- Available maps of various types (contours, zoning, land-use, other)

o Site maps (at the scale of site showing site contours, site features
(existing, proposed, and under construction), natural features,
archaeological features and remains, infrastructure, contemporary
buildings, other).

o Site maps (at a scale of site and its surrounding areas) including
ownership maps

o Zoning maps at the scale of site and surrounding areas)

o Land-use maps showing surrounding areas and urban concentrations,
other.)

o Maps related to the Site’s environmental layer

- Available mapping, reports, or documentation for the excavations and
conservation works that had occurred through the years
o Available documentation of archaeological excavations and finding
(e.g., plans, sections, photographs of particular archaeological areas).
o Reports and maps on these various archaeological layers and recent
conservation works)
o Reports and studies on the Site’s environmental layer

- Available print material on site (brochures, pamphlets, other)
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- Available publications on site (e.g., books, research journals, internet
publication, other)

- Available information on visitors’ profiles and numbers.
- Available Photographic Record (old and new) including Aerial photographs

- Available Archives (e.g., newspaper articles, travel accounts, other)

Fieldwork & Site Visits

The team working on the management plan conducted several site visits to the site over
a period of 7 months in 2012. These visits were coordinated with different stakeholders
who are involved with the site such as site staff and members of the local community.

Workshops & Experts Reports

During the period through which the Management Plan was prepared, several
workshops were organized with various stakeholders on Site, these workshops were
attended by representatives from the local community, from the staff already involved
in the site, religious leaders and bishops belonging to the different denominations, in
addition to representatives from the researchers (e.g., archaeologists, architects, other)
who had worked on the Site previously.

Furthermore, many of these meetings and workshops resulted in the submission of
short reports by various experts who had worked on the Site in the past in the areas of
archaeology, environment, geology, and other areas. These reports were discussed and
read by the team working on the Management Plan.

Site & Context Understanding

Site Boundary

The following is a textual and description of the Site’s boundary complemented with
images and maps:

The Baptism Site Protected Area is located in the Southern Jordan Valley on the east
side of the River Jordan, around 9 km north of the Dead Sea, which is part of the District




14

of South Shunah / Governorate of Al-Balgaa. The site is located a few kilometers to the
east of the oasis and ancient site of Jericho and ca. 50 km west of Amman, the capital of
Jordan. It covers an area of about 4 km square where 15 archaeological sites dating back
to the Roman and Byzantine periods have been discovered. The precise limits of the
archaeological remains are undetermined, although any identifiable cultural traces were
included in the protected area. Several modern villages are located in the vicinity of the
property. These include Al-Kufrein, Al-Ramah, Al-Jofah, Al-Rawdah, Sweimeh, New
Shunah, Al-Karamah, Al-Nahdah, Al-Jawasreh, Nimrin Al-Gharbi and Nimrin Al-Sharqi.

Geographical coordinates of the Site to the nearest second from Google Earth are:
35°32'49.92" East; 31° 50 11.96" North. Also, the Site’s UTM coordinates are: 0743979
e/3526317n; elev. -304). The Palestine grid coordinates for this area 203,770 E 138,460
N. the UTM coordinates are 742,960 E 3525 N. The map number for this area in Jordan
is 3 153,4SW 13, and the elevation is ca. 335m below sea level.

The Natural Setting (layer)

The following is a detailed discussion regarding the condition of the natural layer of the
Site.

Environmental Information

Physical

Climate

The site is in a very hot area, reaching 40° C in summer. In winter the temperature is
about 10° C. The long-term mean annual temperature is about 20 C°.
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Source: Daher, Rami (TURATH: Architecture & Urban Design Consultants)/ (February 2015)

Image (4): Visitors to the Site Under the hot summer sun

Hydrology

The site is a part of the Rift Valley formation. The area, a part of the Middle Ghor, forms
a depression enclosed by mountainous ridges and is composed of a network of small
wadis flowing east towards the Jordan River.

Fresh and brackish water flow from beneath the ground and from the adjacent
mountains into the major Wadi at the site, moving from east to west towards the Jordan
River and the Dead Sea.

The site is around 400m below sea level. Annual rainfall does not exceed 100mm and
the water table at the site is very shallow due to its low altitude. That, in addition to the
presence of adjacent mountain ridges, helps to direct the rainwater runoff into the Wadi
system in the form of streams of medium velocity. The area is sub-tropical due to its
low elevation.
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Ground Water Features of the Site

The aquifer underlying the site is the Jordan Valley Floor Aquifer, consisting of alluvial
fans and other recent sediment inter-fingering with the salty, clayed deposits of the
predecessors of the Dead Sea. The ground water flow is directed from the mountain
foothills to the course of the Jordan River.

Surface Water Systems:

The surface water system is found in two perpendicular movement systems. The first is
the North-South movement of the Jordan River and the second is the East-West
movement of Wadi Al-Kharrar, which ends at the Jordan River.

Wadi Al-Kharrar is a stream that springs at the lower level of soil surface almost 2 km
east of the Jordan River. The amount of water in this Wadi fluctuates based on the
seasonal amount of rainfall. The water is rather fresh at the starting point, but becomes
more saline as it moves along since it leaches some salt deposits until it ends in the
Jordan River. Wadi Al-Kharrar does not actually pour into Jordan River as a water stream
but rather forms a delta saturated with water supporting very thick vegetation.

The Water Supply System for the Baptism Pools:

The religious, cultural and touristic value of the site arises from the ritual of baptism. A
water system was constructed to feed the several ancient baptism pools in the site. An
intricate system of earth channels between the Baptism pools was constructed to cover
the whole area.

The source of baptism water is a ground water well to the east of Wadi Al-Kharrar. A
pipe line connects the well to the mouth of the Wadi, where it will fill the first Baptism
Pool near the Churches on the Monastery on Wadi Al-Kharrar dating to the Byzantine
period. The pipe will run underground to the second Baptism pool near the Al-Kharrar
spring and then to the third pool near the Jordan River.

The waste Baptism water will be piped back upstream of Wadi Al-Kharrar and then run
in earth channels in the Wadi to continue as a source of water for the wetlands. This
added amount of permanent water flow in the Wadi system increases the amount of
water and thus preserves the ecological features of the site against any possible drying
out in the future.
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Geology & Soil Type

Most of the soil in the Rift Valley is alluvial in origin, transported from the high
mountains and down into the valley. Since the texture and composition of the soil is
dependent upon the place of origin and manner of transport, some areas have red clay,
while other places have brownish and yellowish soil, depending on the soil mixture.

The soil cover is porous and allows the ground water to percolate as well as to ooze
from the ground water to the surface. The soil color depends on the origin of the
mountain rocks surrounding the site as well as the transported mature soil.

The soil types in the site can be classified into the following groups:

Alluvial soil: this soil is arable due to the low concentration or absence of salt. The soil
usually supports the natural vegetation of tropical trees and shrub land vegetation.

Saline Soil: this type supports a special type of vegetation often characterized by the
formation of silt dunes dominated by Nitraria Retusa.

Lisan Marls (Katarat): this type of soil is highly saline since it was formed under the
ancient sea that once linked the Sea of Galilee with the Red Sea along the Rift Valley.
This soil becomes very sticky when wet.

Biological

Habitat Diversity
According to the references, the site can be classified into the following habitats:

= Major Wadi with permanent flow of water
= Reed beds

=  Brackish marches

= Jordan River

Plant Diversity

According to the references, 77 species belonging to 28 families are present in the site.
In spring time 200 species are present.

The floral composition is as follows:

10% are rare species



19

30% are of limited distribution
18% are edible

44% are fodder plants

10% are wood plants

8% are used for handicrafts

21% are medicinal plants

13% can be used as ornamentals

According to Al-Eisawi et al. (1999), four subdivisions can be identified at the site: Sub-
tropical and Sudanian vegetation, fresh water vegetation (which occurs at two places:
the Jordan River and Wadi Al-Kharrar), saline vegetation and Katarat vegetation. Some
of the site most noticeable plants are the reeds (qussaib in Arabic), which were
mentioned in the new testament and were associated with John the Baptist; and also
another plant called Yanbout (in Arabic) which is the natural habitat for bees.
Therefore, the Site produced honey in different periods of its history. Another local
plant is the Tamarisk (with its ancient name as Saphsaphas), today it is called Tarfah (in
Arabic). This plant in particular was mentioned and associated with the Site on the
ancient Byzantine Mosaic Map of Madaba in the 6" Century AD.
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Source: Ruben, Isabelle — Taylor, Jane/ (2010) Beyond the Jordan

Image (5): The Untidy nest of a Dead Sea Sparrow

Source: Ruben, Isabelle — Taylor, Jane/ (2010) Beyond the Jordan

Image (6): A bend in the Jordan River at the Baptism Site
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Source: Ruben, Isabelle — Taylor, Jane/ (2010) Beyond the Jordan

Image (7): Abundant reeds and a pair of palm trees in Wadi Al-Kharrar

Source: Ruben, Isabelle — Taylor, Jane/ (2010) Beyond the Jordan

Image (8): A Laughing Dove on her nest in a Tamarisk tree
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Faunal Diversity

The site is highly diversified in terms of vertebrates, birds, reptiles and mammals. In
addition, around twenty-five fish species inhabit the Jordan-Dead Sea drainage basin.
Fourteen species belonging to five families were recorded in the lower Jordan River.

Around 380 species of birds have been recorded in Jordan, of which more than 80 were
recorded in the site, representing 21% of Jordan’s diversity in avifauna. Based on that,
the site is an Important Bird Area for Jordan.

A total of 18 species of mammals were recorded in the site during the period June-July
and it is anticipated that 15 species more can be found. Examples of the species found
are Canis lupus, Canis auerus and Lupus capensis.

Environmental Evaluation of the Site

The site is an attraction to many naturalists. The catchment basin of the Dead Sea
embraces the southern part of the Levantine landscape over a length of 360 km. It
forms an important area where species from different zoo-geographical realms coexist.
The vegetation is well preserved in comparison to the surrounding areas due to the fact
that the site was off-limits for a long time as a military zone. The site has different
characteristics explained below.

Naturalness:

The fact that Jordan Valley has been irrigated for fruit and vegetable production (c.f.
Andrews 1995) means that little of the natural subtropical vegetation remains, although
the southern course of the Jordan River Including Wadi Al-Kharrar has been less affected
by direct human impact, due to the limited access and reduced quality of the saline soils
for agriculture. The area along the east bank of Jordan River is very important since it
has not changed much over the years.

The presence of the fresh water aquatic system, with thick vegetation in addition to the
climatic conditions, makes the area suitable for many aquatic and terrestrial animals. It
is also suitable as an important global migratory route. The whole site has this
“naturalness” character to it.

Rarity:

The Baptism site is a salt marsh wetland with several unique features.
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There are two wetland types in the Baptism site: the major wadi system starting from
Wadi Al-Kharrar and running towards the Jordan River, and the Jordan River itself.
Many wetland flora and fauna are present such as the tree frog and marsh frog, as well
as several species of hydrophilic dragonflies, water beetles and crustaceans. A
considerable number of migratory and wetland birds are recorded in the site (e.g., the
Dead Sea Sparrow), some of which are endangered globally, regionally and locally.

The dense aquatic vegetation has created special conditions for the survival of many
endangered amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals. Bird Life International and
Wetland International have both declared the whole Jordan River basin to be an
important bird and wetland area in Jordan.

Fragility:

The site is one of the last natural refuge sites in Jordan, due to the fact that the site had
been under the military control for more than 40 years before the site was recently
discovered.

It is essential to control tourist activities in a sustainable fashion within the carrying
capacity of the site in order to conserve the cultural and natural assets of the site.

Potential Value for Future Development:

The site has tremendous potential to be managed as a National Park with World
Heritage Site status. The amount and diversity of resident and migrant birds qualifies it
to become an important bird watching area in the Jordan Valley.

The cultural and natural values of the site give it an advantage over other areas in the
Jordan Valley to become an eco-tourism base in the Middle Ghor District. The site
should also be developed for wetland study and management as a core for the Jordan
River Ecosystem. Important features of the Site include:

- The wetlands of the Baptism site represent the basis of the food web in the
habitat.

- Another major function of the wetland habitat is to remove suspended solids
and sediments from the watercourse and prevent a source of turbidity from
entering downstream ecosystems.

- Thereed beds situated in many sections of the site, especially at the beginning
of the Wadi and close to the stream mainly consist of Phragmitys Comminus
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and Typha Angusta mixed with Tamarisk in some areas. These dense reed beds
are highly dependent on the water flowing from the mouth of the Wadi down
to the Jordan River.

- The bushes found in the site are perfect feeding and roosting areas for many
wild animals, such as amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals.

- Birds dependent on such reed beds are Herons, Warblers, Kingfishers, and
Passerines among others. Amphibians observed at the site are Tree and Marsh
Frogs.

- Thesiteis an important bird area, as it supports breeding populations of Black
Francolin, Sand Partridge, Dead Sea Sparrow, Arabian Babbler and Clamorous
Reed Warbler.

- Many mammals use the reed beds for refugee and passage such as Wild Boar,
Red Fox, Jackal, Wolf, Caracal, Wild and Jungle Cat and rodents.

The Historical/Archaeological Layer

Archaeological investigations have uncovered various Roman and Byzantine remains
distributed over the Qatar hills and terraces extending from the floor of the Jordan
Valley (the Ghor) until the Zor. The main remains start at Tell Al-Kharrar (Elijah’s Hill)
adjacent to the Ghor up to the east bank of the Jordan River. These remains include a
major church, several small churches (chapels), water pools of various sizes and other
water system installations with large plastered pools and a ceramic pipeline. Caves and
cells, where monks lived and performed their religious rites, were found at the western
face of the Qatar hills north of the site. Other settlement remains were attested east of
the Baptism site on the route to Mount Nebo. All these archaeological discoveries are of
high cultural and religious/spiritual significance for Christians, Muslims and other
believers.

The archaeological evidence shows that the site was first occupied during the Late
Chalcolithic (ca. 3500 BC), represented by a small village farming community. The next

nd _1st

period of occupation dates from Hellenistic times (2 century BC) but the major

occupation dates to the Roman and Byzantine periods (1 7™
shows that the site was heavily used during the time of Christ and John the Baptist and
on a much larger scale during the Byzantine period, once Christianity was declared as
the official religion of the Roman Empire in the 4" century AD. These dates depend

largely on pottery assemblages, coins, epigraphic and historical documents.

centuries AD) which
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Map (5): Site Features (Historical & Archeological Layer)

The archaeological remains from the Byzantine period so far uncovered can be divided
into four main components:

- Tell Al-Kharrar (Elijah's Hill) (with its Rhetorios Monastery, Churches, and Water
System)

- The Zor area (with its several Byzantine and Later Churches)

- Other Archaeological remains such as the caves (Hermit Cells), the Tombs, and other
features.
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Tell al Kharrar (Elijah’s Hill) /The Bethany Saphsaphas

The Kharrar Valley is the modern name for the ancient “Sapsaphas” that appears on the
Madaba mosaic map. The site is located two kilometers east of the Jordan River, west of
the village of Kafrein, which is across from the famous site of Jericho on the west side of
the Jordan River. More than a century ago, in 1881 Conder mentioned a site called (Am
Al-Kharrar) or (Murmuring Spring) which is a small spring close to Jordan. He stated that
the site is “in the jungle at the edge of Zor near the lower bed of the Jordan River”
(Waheed, 2009, 38). In 1975 Ibrahim, Sauer and Yassine visited Tell Al-Kharrar (Elijah’s
Hill) during their survey and dated the site to the Early Roman, Late Roman, Early
Byzantine and Late Byzantine periods (lbrahim et al, 1976).

The Tell is a small hill consisting of white Lisan marl mixed with red soil and was
occupied during the Roman and Byzantine periods. Excavations revealed the presence
of three churches, three caves, three baptismal pools and a circular well built of well-cut
sand stone ashlars, in addition to an outer wall surrounded the hill. Two entrances were
used to access the site. The main components of the hill indicate a sacred complex on
the Tell. It can be identified as the Monastery of Rhetorios built in the 5t century, based
on an inscription found in the apse of the northern church dedicated to a person named
Rhetorios.

Churches and Mosaics at Tell Al-Kharrar (Elijah's Hill) (Rhetorios
Monastery)

The Monastery was named after Rhetorios the abbot who headed it, the inscription was

found at the apse of the northern church at the monastery. The Monastery was built in
the 5" century AD on a small, low hill and was surrounded by a wall (Mkhjian, 2005,
403-5). The Monastery enjoys remains of several Byzantine Churches in addition to
remains of a water system. It is important to mention that this might be the first
monastery built east of the Jordan on the Christian Pilgrimage route.

Northern Church

The Church consists of two sections: the chancel area, which measures 4.20 m N-S x
4.15 m E-W, and the nave, which measures 8.85 m E-W x 4.15 m N-S. The Church has
two entrances, one located in the northern wall 0.70 m wide and the other located on
the western side. What distinguishes this church is the Greek inscription found inside.
The Greek inscription set in the apse area reads: “By the help of the grace of Christ our
god the whole monastery was constructed in the time of Rhetorios, the most God-
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beloved Presbyter and Abbot, may God the Savior give him mercy”.” (Mkhjian, 2005,
405)

The floor of the church was covered with a colored mosaic floor composed of a frame
and crosses with geometrical designs. Pillars along the northern wall of the church were
designed to support the roof. No roof tiles were recovered from the excavations,
pointing to the possibility that the roof consisted of wooden beams that were washed
away. The internal walls of the church were covered with a layer of smooth white
plaster. Other buildings associated with the Church near the northern wall were
severely damaged by natural factors during later periods.

The Western Church (“Cave Church”)

After the western Lisan marl slope of the hill was cut away, a retaining wall was built,
and afterwards a church measuring 13 m x 13 m was constructed, consisting of two
parts. The well-preserved apse, an old natural cave (which was later considered as part
of the apse of the Church), was cut into the natural rock and located under the
northwestern pool. A lamp niche was dug in its southern side. The remains of the door
of the chancel screen were still visible. The other part of the Church consisted of four
bases built of well-dressed sandstone ashlars forming a nave and two aisles, making the
church a basilica type. The roof and the arch system were demolished, and only
remains of the beginning of the arch springs were found. The floor was covered with
colored mosaics that unfortunately were destroyed. Only fragments with remains of
gray lime mortar were found during the excavation. Some of these fragments show
designs of crosses that decorated the floor. It is essential to understand the reasons
behind this destruction, since the nearby mosaic floor of the northern church was still
preserved. Pottery shards indicate a late Byzantine date.

The excavations uncovered a small building that measures approximately 6 m x 6 m
located north of the cave church and west of the northern church. What remains of the
site is the colored mosaic floor, decorated with floral designs. The mosaic floor is in a
poor state of preservation due to natural factors and erosion. The walls of the structure
were built of fieldstones. Unfortunately, only the foundations are still in situ. The
function of this structure should probably be interpreted in association with the nearby
Churches.



28

Water System (Cylindrical well, north eastern pool, Rustom’s Well, north western pool,
southern pool, water cistern

The Pools: Two rectangular pools (3.8x3m and 4.3x2.3m) are located on the northern
edge of the Tell. The pottery shards found under the Byzantine floor of the first pool
dated to the Roman period. The third pool was located on the southern slope
(5.3%3.7m) with a staircase on the eastern side. The main purpose and use for those
pools is the ritual of baptism.

The Water System: Water was carried to the pools in pipes through settling basins
before emptying into a cistern (6.3x4.3m) with a total capacity around 100 cubic meters.
The cistern was roofed by a vault system and carried a white mosaic floor on the top.
The water flows through ceramic pipes from valleys next from the east and the south
east. Even though the Monastery is close to the natural spring down in the Wadi of Al
Kharrar, the water system was needed in order to store water for the dry seasons of the
summer when the Spring has no running water in it. It is interesting to notice that
archaeological findings included various ceramics flasks used by the pilgrims during the
ritual of baptism. It is apparent that the monks living in the Wadi needed more water
which triggered them to dig out more wells (the cylindrical well) which is also named
Rustom’s well in reference to the current engineer and conservationist responsible for
the Sit’s restoration).

Church of the Arch: Church of Pope John Paul Il (5"-6" Century AD)

Excavations conducted in Area C to the south of Tell Al-Kharrar uncovered a structure
built of well-dressed sandstone blocks. The general shape of the structure is
rectangular, its dimensions are approximately 13.5 m E-W and 9 m N-S. Many parts of
this building have disappeared, especially the upper courses, the walls and part of the
floor, with only limited portions still preserved. What remains are a few stones resting
on a lime-plastered surface overlying carefully prepared rubble stones and gray to dark
ashy mortar that resembled the bedding cement of the structure. The colored mosaic
floor with cross marks depicted on it was largely destroyed and removed, and only a
small por<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>