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:':JE~TIFICATION A) IDENTIFICATION 

~~,~:-. propose: Ie caire Islamiqre Nomina tion: Islamic cairo 

Gouvernorat du caire 

=~aL partie: E~ 

Ja ~e: 9 Mars 1979 

3) RECm1J.'1ANDATION DE L' ICOMOS 

Qu: Ie bien cul turel propose soi t inscri t 
sur la Liste du Patrinoine fundial. 

2; JUSTIFICATION 

Loca tion : Governorship of cairo 

State party: Egypt 

~: March 9, 1979 

B) ICm-10S RECOMMENDATION 

That the cultural property proposed be 
included on the World Heritage List. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

II est peu de villes au nonde qui soient There are feM cities in the world which 
aussi riches que Ie caire en edifices are as rich as cairo in old buildings, 
anciens, renplis de Signification histo- filled with historic significance and 
rique et de beaute fonrelle. Ie centre fO!:mal beauty. The historic centre ( 8 x 
historique ( 8 x 4 k:m:;), sur la rive orier - 4 k:m:;) on the eastern bank of the Nile 
tale du Nil, ne contient pas noins de 600 includes no less than 600 classified nonu 

i 
I 
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nonurrents classes, datables du VIle au rrents dating from the 7th through the 20th 
XIXe siecie, inplantes dans de larges century, distributed over various parts I 

fragrrents d 'un tissu urbain bien prese:rve of the well preserved urban fabric. '!he I 
Le destin historique de la ville, inpor- historic destiny of the city, inportant I 

tante matropole (Fosta:!:) des les debuts de netropolis (Fostat) from the beginnings I 
l'Islam, capi tale des califes Fatimides, of Islam; from the lOth century to the i 

fondateurs du caire proprem:mt di t (El- 12th century, capital of the Fatimid ; 
Qahirah) , du Xe au XIle siecle, puis capi - caliphs, who founded cairo (El-Qamrah) i I 
tale des Ayoubides (1171-1250), dent Ie then, the Ayoubidas (1171-1250) whose I 
premier dynaste, Saladin, unitIes deux first ruler, Saladin, united the bNo ci-
ci tes de Fostat et du caire, riche et bril- ties of Fostat and cairo i still rich and 
lante encore sous les Manelouks (1250-15li, ebullient under the Manelukes (1250-1517) 
explique cette longtE serie de nonumants explains the long series of prestigious 
prestigieux: nosquee d'Amr Ibn el-As (fon- nonurrents: the nosque Amr Ibn el-As 
dee en 641) a Fostat ( dent 1.1 faut s1.gna~ (founded ill 641) at Fostat (whose Roman 
ler aussi la forteresse rorraine et les 'fortress and Coptic churches should also 
eglises coptes) , nosquee d'Ibn Touloun be pointed out), the nosqua Ibn Tulun 
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(879), l'me des plus celebres du rronde is­
lamiqt:e, rrcsquees d' EI-Ahzar (972), d' Al­
Hakim (990-1003), d'Al-Akmar (1125), de 
M:>uayed (achevee en 1420) et grands cOIT'ple­
xes archi tecturaux de la rrosquee-rna.drassa 
du sultan Hassan (1356) et de celIe de Kait­
bey (1472). A ces grandes realisations pu­
bliqt:es, il convient d' ajouter les rna.usolees 
a roupoles de I' epoque fatimide, les torrbeaux 
marrelouks, les derreures pri vees, dont cer­
taines sont fort anciennes, les fortifica­
tions ( portes fatimides Bab en-Nasr, Bab 
el-Foutouh, Bab-Zoueila, ci tadelle de Sala­
din). La ronservation de cet enserrble ex­
ceptionnel est me necessi te si uni versel­
lerrent ressentie qt:e des travaux de restau­
ration sont actuellement manes par des 
missions polonaise, allerna.nde, i talienne 
et indienne, tandis qt:e des pro jets finances 
par les Etats-Unis, Ie DanerraIk, la Hollande, 
la Grande-Bretagne, la France, sont a I' etu­
de. 

L'ICOM)S recorrmande I' inscription du Caire 
Islamiqu: sur la Liste du Patrirroine M::>ndial 
au titre des cri teres 1, V et VI. 

I) Plusieurs des grands rronurrents du Caire 
sont des chefs-d' oeuvre inrontestes. Ses 
arcs brises, legerenent outrepasses, souli­
gnes de frises en meplat, conferent degage­
rrent et IYthrre a I' architecture, longuernent 
vantee, de la rrosquee d' Ibn-Toulom. Les 
derors de I 'eIXXl'E fatimide ont, par Ie 
choix des elem:mts et leur mise en oeuvre, 
me importance decisive dans I' histoire 
de I' art nrusulman rronurrental : a EI-Azhar 
et AI-Hakim, on voi t se fixer des types 
d' entrelacs, de deror epigraphiqt:e et line­
aire avec leurs caracteres specifiqu=rnent 
nrusulrna.ns. Tandis que triOIT'phent, inoubli­
ables, dans Ie ciel du Caire, les rronurrents 
marrelouks, les raffinenents de leurs archi­
tectures rolorees, hardirrent decoup§es, 
originales et inprevues (coupoles en arc 
persan incrustees d' entrelacs, minarets a 
enrorbellements precieusement ciseles, 
fa~ades a hauts defancernents en arcs brises, 
a balcons sur stalactites de la rna.drassa 
du sultan Hassan, de la rrosquee de Kait bey) . 

V) Le centre du Caire recele quanti te de 
rues et de derreures anciennes et rna.intient 
donc, au sein d'm tissu w:bain tradition­
nel, des fonres d'habitat humain rerrontant 
jusqu 'au M::>yen-Age. 

VI) Le centre historique du caire constit1.E 
Ie temoin rna.teriel impressionnant de l'impor­
tance intemationale de la ville a I' ep:xJue 
medievale, sur les plans poli tiques, strate­
giqt:e, intellectuel et commercial. 

(879), one of the rrost celebrated of the Isla-
mic world; the rrosques EI-Ahzar (972), Al-Haki 
(990-1003), Al-Akmar (1125), }buayed (conpletE 
in 1420) and the large architectural corrplexes 
of the rrosque-rna.drassa of the sultan Hassan 
(1356) and that of Qait Bey (1472). To these 
great public rronurrents should be added the 
doned mausolemrs of the Fatimid period, the 
MaIreI uke torrbs, the private dwellings (sorre 
of which are very old) , the fortifications 
( the Fatimid portals of Bab en-Nasr, Bab el­
Foutouh, Bab-Zoueila, the citadel of Saladin) . 
'Ihe preservation of this exceptional group of 
buildings is such a universally accepted 
necessity that restoration work is presently 
being mdertaken by Polish, Gennan, Italian 
and Indian missions, and projects to be fmded 
by the United-States, Denrnal:k, Holland, Great 
Bri tain and France are mder study as well. 

ICOM)S recorrnends the inscription of Islamic 
cairo on the World Heritage List based on 
criteria I, V, and VI. 

I) Several of the great rronurrents of Cairo are 
inrontestable masterpieces. Its bearly pointed 
horseshoe arches mdersrored by friezes in bas 
relief convey an openness and rythm to the 
rrosque Ibn-Tul m for which it has long been 
praised. 'Ihe decoration of the Fatimid period 
is, by the choice of its elements and of their 
application, of decisive irnportance to the 
history of rronurrental Musulman art: at EI-Ahza 
and Al-Hakim, various types of interlace and 
of epigraphic and linear deror with their 
specifically Musulman characteristics were 
developed. Unforgettable, the Mamuluke rronurren' 
reign tril.lll'¢ant above the skyline of cairo, 
the refinement of their rolorful architecture, 
boldly defined, original and mexpected : done~ 
with Persian arches incrusted with interlace, 
minarets with finely chiselled cantilevers, 
tall facades with pointed arches, balconies 
rromted on stalactites like those of the madr~ 
sa of sultan Hassan and the rrosque of Qai t Bey, 

V) 'Ihe centre of cairo groups nurrerous streets 
and old dwellings and thus maintains, in the 
heart of the traditional urban fabric, forms 
of human settlenent which go back to the MiddlE 
Ages. 

VI) The historic centre of Cairo constitutes 
the impressive material witness to the interna­
tional importance, on the political, strategic, 
intellectual and commercial level, of the city 
during the nedieval period. 

ICOM)S, Paris. 
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l\cminations on the \'jorld I-'eritage List ". '. 

Tffi EIS'illRICAL CENrRE OF CAIRO - Egypt - 089 

Proposed for ICQ~OS Bureau recommendation 

I>!e question tre geograpl".ical definition which is proposed and canplementarJ 
details \'ould be useful. Even so, tre historical, archeological and urbanis­
tic irnp::>rtance of Cairo is absolutely unquestionable. 

Panel: 

M. Andre Chastel 

Mr'. Henry Millon 

M • Jean Taralon 

----

.. 
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WORLD HERRAGE LIsr (CULTURALI,PROPEm'Y) 
ICQV10S TECHNICAL REVIEW NarES 

N.B. All ccmnents are keyed and numbered according to the World H:!ritage 
Nanination Forms. Infonnaticn requested is \.IDde~lined. 

1. (a) Country: Egypt 

(c) Name of property: Islamic cairo (Identification 0 89) 

2; Juridical Data 
(a) Owner: "State property"is upsufficient. Please give the name of the 

state agency which owns the property which is not privatelY held. 

(b) Legal status: what are the provisions of low no, 215 of 1951? 
Proyjde details of protective. legal and administrative measures 
envj sa~d or already taken ,for the conservation of ~ property 
(e,~. creation of national Park). Give details on the state of 
occuPancy of the property and its accessibility to the general pu­
.b.lic.. ' 

(c) Responsible administration 
Please give mailing address for bodies responsible for administration 
of property. 

5. Justification 
Property naninated to the 1~orld F..eritage List is evaluated against spe­
cific criteria adopted by the World· Heritage Conmittee. Although the 
Cruro nomination states. "as a site of "outstanding \.IDiversal Value" it 
meets all the criteria for inclusion for inclusion in the World Heritage 
List", it would have been most useful if specific criteria had been cited 
as a part of the justification section. As the World Heritage Nanination 
FOrm states: each property should: 
(i) represent a \.IDique artistic or aesthetic achievement, a masterpiece 
of the creatl ve genlus; ..Q£ 
( ii) have exerted considerable influence, over a span of time or wi thin a 
cultural area of the world, on subsequent developments in architecture , 
monumental SCUlpture. garden and landscape design, related arts, or h.1man 
settlement; 

Illfonnation requested above should be forwarded to: 
The S=cretariat 
WOrld Heritage Cammittee 
Division of Cultural Heritage 
UNESCO • 
7, place de Fontenoy 
75700 Paris 

Information requested above should be forwarded to: 
'!he Secretariat 


