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A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propose: La grande Mosquee et 
I'H6pital de Divri~i 

Lieu: Divri~i (Anatolie orientale) 

Eta t partie: Turquie 

Date: 31 oecembre 1984 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

Que ce bien culturel soi t inscrit sur 
la Liste du Patrirroine Mondial au titre 
des cri teres I et IV. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

A I' ecart des grandes voies de camrunica
tion, au sud-est de la province de Sivas 
en Anatolie orientale la region m::mtagneu 
se de Divri~i (la Tephrike byzantine) 
avait ete au IXerre siecle Ie refuge de la. 
secte chretienne des Pauliciens, persecu
tee par Basile Ier puis par Jean Tzllnis
ces qui exila leurs survi vants en Thrace, 
d'oil l'heresie gagna peu a peu l'Occi
dent, y faisant des adeptes plus ou noins 
proches carne les Bogcmiles ou les catha
res. 

Apres 1071, Divri~i tamba aux nains des 
Turcs ; en 1118, la ville fut dormee a 
Mengucek Bey et la dynastie des rrenguce
kides gouverna 1a province presque sans 
interruption jusqu' a I' occupation nongole 
de 1277. 

C' est de cette premiere periode turque 
que date Ie c~lexe de constructions de 
plan rectangulaire (64x32 m) occupant 1a 
pente sud-ouest de la colline aU s'eleve 

Ie 

WORLD HERITAGE LIST N° 358 -----

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomina tion: Great Mosque and Hospital 
of Divri~i 

Location: Divri~i (Eastern Anatolia) 

State oarty: Turkey 

Da te: December 31, 1984 

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

That this cultural property be included 
on the World Heritage List on the basis 
of criteria I and IV. 

C, JUSTI'FICATION 

Far away fran the major conmmication 
links at the southeast of the Sivas 
province in eastern Anatolia, the rroun
tainous region of Divriej'i (Tephrike in 
Byzantine :Errpire) has been a 12th century 
refuge for the Paulician Christian sect 
which was persecuted by Basil I and then 
by Jdm Tzllnisces who exiled their sur
vi vors to Thrace. From there the heresy 
gradually noved ~stward gaining follo
~rs of varying degrees of loyalty such 
as the Bogarmiles or cathars. 

After 1071, Divriej'i fell to the Turks. 
In 1118 the city was given to Mengucek 
Bey and the dynasty of the Mengucekides 
governed the province virtually without 
interruption until the M:lngol occupation 
in 1277. 

The rectangular ensemble of buildings 
(64x32 meters) which occupies the south
~st sl~ of the hill fran which Divri
~i Castle rises dates back to this first 

ICOMOS - Hotel Saint-Aignan. 75 Rue du Temple, 75003 Paris - TeL 277,35,76 Cable address / Adresse te1c~graphique ICOMOS PARIS 



- 2 -

cMteau de Di vri~i : lIDe ItOsquee fondee en 
1228-1229 par 11 errur IDeI1gUcekide Ahrret Shah 
et lID marestan -hOpital destine aux fous
dote par son epouse Malikaturan Malik. Ces 
deux rron1.lIIalts carrplenentaires furent ba
tis simul tanement par 1e rrEIre architecte 
Khurramsh.ad d I Ahlat. 

L IlIDique salle de priere a cinq nefs de 
cinq travees de 1a grande ItOsquee, vat1tee 
en pierre est sur.montee de deux coupo1es 
ineg-a1es, 11 lIDe e1evee au-dessus du bas
sin a ablutions, 11 autre au-dessus du 
rnihrab. Cette coupo1e principale, qui se 
signale de 11exterieur par lIDe f1eche 
po1ygonale constitue, avec ses nervures 
sur pendentifs, 1e plus savant ItOrceau 
d I archi teeture de 1a ItOsquee. Cependant, 
chaCillle des seize vofites subsistantes 
represente lIDe etonnante prouesse tech
nique. La salle de 11 hopi tal terroigne 
d lune science analogue au vofitem.:mt, 
mise en service d I une conception spa
tia1e dlune purete parfaite : la nef 
principale slouvre largement, a 1 1est 
sur un iwan et, 1ateralement, sur 
deux iwans f1anques de petites salles. 
Ces dispositions autorisent a la fois 
1 1iso1ement et 1a vie dans un espace 
conm.mautaire. 

Exterieurement 1 1ensemb1e de Divri~i 
offre 1e contraste saisissant des murs 
bas et aveug1es de son enceinte rec
tangulaire et des trois iIrutenses por
tes ItOn1.lIIalta1es perct~es pour donner 
acces a 1lh5pita1 a 1 10uest et a 1a 
ItOsquee, au nord et a 11 ouest. Ces 
trois hauts portai1s ebrases au decor 
exuberant, a la fois floral et geame
trique ont suscite 1es comparaisons 1es 
plus paradoxales avec des ItOn1.lIIalts 
khrrers ou gothiques. Cc::mre pour 1es 
voutes de la rrosquee et de 11 hopita1, 
1 1architeete slest inspire plus vrai
semblab1ement -mais en 1es transpo
sant de fac;on genia1e- de rrotifs 
contenporains armeniens ou georgiens. 
Une quatriene ouverture, percee a 
11est et 1eg-erement posterieure, est 
vraisemb1ab1ement datable de 1241. 

L I ICOMJS recamande 11 inscription sur 
1a 1iste du Patrirroine r-bndial de 11 en
serrb1e rronurrental de Di vrigi au titre 
des criteres I et IV. 

Turkish period. There is a ItOsque which 
was founded in 1228-1229 by the Mengu
cekide emir, Ahnet Shah and a marestan -
a hospital for the insane - endowed 
by his wife, Ma1ikaturan Malik. These 
two carrplementary ItOnurrents were built 
s.iltul tanecus1y by the sarre archi teet, 
Khurrarnshad of Ahlat. 

The sole prayer room in the great rrosque 
has five naves, each consisting of five 
bays. It has stone vaulting and above 
are two cupolas of unequal size. One 
is above the ablutions basin and the 
other is above the mirhab. 'Ihe latter 
is the principal cupola and is recogni
zab1e from the exterior by its hexagonal 
spire. With its ribwork on pendentives, 
it is the rrost refined piece of architec-:
ture which the ItOsque has to offer. Yet 
each of the sixteen remaining vaults is 
an arna.zing technical fea~ The vaulting 
of the hospital room is carparab1e in 
scientific achievement. The room makes 
use of a spacious design of perfectly 
pure lines. 'Ihe principal nave opens 
toward the East on to an iwan and laterally 
on to two iwans flanked by snal1 roc.ms. 
SUch a layout makes possible isolation 
as well as contact in a carrmmal area. 

Fran the outside, the Divri~i ensemble 
provides a gripping contrast between the 
low, blind walls of its rectangular enclo
sure and the three i.ntrense gates which 
afford access to the hospital at the 
west and to the nesque at the north and 
west. These three high, recessed gates 
with their exuberant decor which is both 
floral and gearcetric have been the subject 
of the rrost paradoxical of conparisons 
with !<hIrer and Gothic nonurrents. As was 
the case with the vaulting in the nesque 
and the hospital, the architect nest li
kely drew his inspiration from contempo
rary AnIenian or Georgian rrotifs, transpo-
sing them in an ingenious fashion. There 
is a fourth and nere recent opening at 
the east side which nest likely can be 
traced back to 1241. 

ICCM)S recomrends the inclusion of the 
Divri~i rronumental enserrb1e on the World 
Heritage List on the basis of criteria 
I and IV. 
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- Critere 1. Realisation artistique uni
que, ce bien cul turel represente, en sci, 
un des plus beaux espaces batis de l'ar
chitecture islamique. 

- Critere N. La rrosquee de Divri~i est 
\ID exemple eminent des rrosquees seljou
kides d'Anatolie ne carnportant ni cour 
ni colonnades ni bassin d' ablutions a 
ciel ouvert mis (en raison peut-etre des 
rigueurs du cl:i.rrat) organisant toutes les 
fonctions religieuses dans un espace clos. 
Fondation caritative, I 'hOpital contigu 
ajoute a l'interet d'un ensemble excep
tionnel, du a une ccmnande princiere. 

D' autre part, I' IcaDS attire I' atten
tion du Camite sur les graves problemas 
d'etancheite poses par les vo11tes de la 
IIOsquee et de I' hopi tal en souhaitant 
que la mise hors d' eau entreprise recem
rrent respecte toutes les dispositions 
d'origine au niveau des couvertures. 

- Criterion I. A unique artistic achie
vement, this cultural property in itself 
represents one of Islamic architecture's 
IIOst beautiful built spaces. 

- Criterion N. The Di vrigi IIOsque is an 
outstanding exarrple of Seldjukhn IIOsques 
in Anatolia having neither a ccurtyard, 
colonnades nor an uncovered ablutions 
basin but 'Which (owing perhaps to the 
harshness of the clirrate) organizes all 
religious functions in an enclosed area. 
A charitable foundation, the contiguous 
hospital makes an already exceptional 
enserrble even IIOre interesting thanks to 
a princely carmand. 

Moreover, ICOmS woo.ld like to draw the 
Carrmittee' s attention to the serirus pro
blems of water-tightness raised by the 
vaults of the IIOsque and the hospital 
'While at the sane tine expressing the 
concern that recent roofing works will 
observe the original roofing disposition. 

Icoms, Juillet / July 1985. 
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