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A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propos~: Vallee de GOrare 

Lieu: Province de Nevsehir, Anatolie 
centrale 

Etat partie: ~e 

Da~e: 17 janvier 1985 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

Que Ie bien cu1 turel propose soi t ins
cri t sur la liste du Patrim:>ine Mondial 
au titre des cri teres I, III et V. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Dans Ie paysage ruinifo:rrre du plateau 
de Cappadoce, ou 1 'erosion naturelle a 
sculpte dans Ie tuf des fo:rrres qui pa
raissent ressortir a une architecture 
fantastique de tours, de fleches, d' ai
guilles, de dCmes et de pyramides, 
l' harme a paracheve l' oeuvre de l' air et 
de l' eau en creusant des cellules, des 
€glises et de veri tables villes souter
raines qui consti tnent I' un des plus 
importants ensembles d 'habitations tro
glodytiques du nonde. L'interet geolo
gique et ethnologique de ce prodigieux 
ensemble rupestre Ie cede toutefois a 
la qual! te esthetique incanparable du 
decor des sanctnaires chretiens dont 
les caracteristiques font de 1a Cappa
doce un des foyers privil€gies de 1 'art 
byzantin de 1a pericx:1e post-ioonoclaste. 

Les premieres traces d' occupation nonas
tique de la Cappadoce semblent reronter 
au IVe siecle ou, sur les oonseils de 

WORLD HERITAGE LIST N° 357 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomina tion: GOrare Valley 

Location: Nevsehir Province, Central 
Anatolia 

State 'Darty: Turkey 

Date: January 17, 1985 

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

That the proposed cultural property be 
included on the World Heritage List on 
the basis of criteria I, III and V. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

In the ruin like landscape of the cappado
cia plateau where natural erosion has scul
pted the tuff into shapes which are eerily 
reminiscent of ~rs, spires, dares and 
pyramids, man has added to the workmanship 
of the elerrents by digging cells, churches 
and veri table subterranean cities which to
gether make up one of the world's largest 
cave dewelling carplexes. Though interes
ting from a geological and ethnological 
point of View, this phenarena.l rupestral 
site excels especially for the incarparable 
beauty of the decor of the Christian sanc
tuaries whose features make Cappadocia one 
of the leading exanples of post-iconoclast 
period Byzantine art. 

It is believed that the first signs of no
nastic activity in Cappadocia date back to 
the 4th century at which tine acting on the 
instructions of the Basil the Great, Bishop 
of Cesaree (Kayseri), small anachorete corm 
unities began inhabiting the cells dug intc 
the rock. Later on, in order to resist Aral: 
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I' ~ de C~sar~ (Kayseri) Basile 
Ie Gram, de petites oamunau~s 
d 'anachor~tes durent se fixer dans 
des cellules creus~s dans Ie roc. 
Par la suite, poor r~sister aux in
cursions arabes, des regroupateI1ts 
intenrinrent sous forma de villages 
troglodytiques ou de v&i tables ci t~s 
souterraines pouvant servir de refuge, 
ca:me Kaymakli ou Derinkuyu. 

forays they began banding together into troglo
dyte villages or subterr anean towns such as 
Kaymakli or Derinkuyu which served as places 
of refuge. 

Cappadocian nonasticism was already ~ll esta
blished in the icenoclaste period (725-842) as 
illustrated. by the many sanctuaries the decora
tien of which was hel d to the strict mininum of 
syrrbols (lTOst often sculpted or tanpera painted 
crosses). But after 842 many rupestral churches 

le lTOnachisme cappadocien ~tait d~ja ~ dug in Cappadocia. These churches were ri
plein de vigueur a l'~e iconoclas- chIy decorated with brightly colored figurative 
te (725 - 842) ca:me en taroignent de painting. Anong them ~ those in the G5rere 
raobreux sanctuaires dont Ie d~r se Valley: Tokali Kilise, El Nazar Kilise (10th 
rMuit a un strict minim.mt de signes century), Barbara Kilise, Sakli Kilise (11th 
(croix sculp~ ou peintes a la d~- century), El Mali Kilise and Karanlik Kilise 
trenpe, Ie plus fr~ament). Mais (end of the 12th-beginning of the 13th century) 
c'est apr~s 842 que la Cappadoce se etc ••• 
creuse d'~lises rupestres rich.ement lCOMJS recamends that the proposed cultural 
decor~s de peintures figuratives aux property be included en the World--JIeritage List 
couleurs ~latantes, panni lesquelles on the basis of criteria I, III and V. 
on peut ci ter celles de la vall~ de 
GOr~ : Tokali Kilise, El Nazar Kili- Criterion I : OWing to their quality and density, 
se (Xe si~le) Barbara Kilise Sakli the rupestral sanctuaries of Cappadocia ccnstitut 
Kilise (XIe si~cle) El Mali Kf.lise a unique artistic achievement offering irrenpla
et _ Karanlik Kilise (fin du XIle si~le- cable testinony to post-iconoclast period Byzan-
d@)ut du XII Ie siecle) etc. tine art. 

L'Ia:MOS recxmnande l'inscription du 
bien cul turel propose sur la liste 
du Patrinoine Mondial au titre des 
cri teres I, III et V. 

Criterion III : 'llle rupestral CM3llings, village~ 
convents and churches retain the fossilized imagE 
as it ~re, of a prOVince of the Byzantine EmpirE 
between the 4th century and the Turkish invasion, 
Thus, they are the essential vestiges of a civil: 
zation which has disappeared. 

- Cri t~re I. res sanctuaires rupestres , . . . . 
de Cappadoce constituent, par leur qua_ Cr1.ter1.on V : .~ppadocl.a 1.S an cuts~g exam-
lite et leur densite une realisation pIe of a traditional human settlenent which has 
artistique unique offrant un taroigna- becare vume:able under the canbined effec::ts of 
ge irrempla¢le sur I' art byzantin de natural eroSl.on and , lTOre recently, tourl.sm. 
la periooe post-iconoclaste. 

- CritereIII. Habitations, villages, 
couvents et €glises rupestres conser
vent I' image, pour ainsi dire fossili
st§e, d 'une proviIx::e de l'Eh;>ire Byzan
tin entre Ie IVe siecle et l'invasion 
turque. Par la m€me, ce sont les ves
tiges essentielsd'une civilisation 
disparue. 

..;. . Crit~re· V. La Car:padoce consti tue 
l' exauple tmi.nent d 'un habitat humain 
tradi tionnel devenu vuln&able sous 
les effets c::mjugues de l' erosion na-

On May 13, 1983, Mr. Arcadou Mahtar M'Bow, the 
Director General of UNEOCO, made an appeal to 
international solidarity for the safeguard of 
GOrene Valley. It is of the utm:>st inport.an:::e 
that churches and rupestral CM31lings be pro
tected fran humidity, run off and frost and also 
that the nurals be protected fran vandalism. 

'!hough lCOMJS is happy to ~lcarre the 
nanination of GOrane Valley on- the 
World Heritage List, it wculd like to voice 
several reservations as to the definition 
and location of the property. 

turel1e et, plus r~e:ment, du tourisme· The 'ti' t' . ht ... IlCllU.na on men l.ons ag 

le 13 Mai 1983, M. Amadoo rA.ahtar M'Bow, rupestral churches located in the open ~ 
Directeur ~ooral de l'UNFSX), a lance nuseum and ele:ren c::lrurches located. oJ.ts1.de 
un appel ~ la solidari t~ internationale of the ~ whl.ch l.S covered. by thlS legal 
poor la sauvegarde de la vallre de protection. It does not rrentl.on the cave 
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GBrElOO. II s'agit avant tout de p:rcr 
thJer les ~lises et les habitats 
rupestres contre 1 'humidit~, Ie ruis
sellElOOnt et Ie gel, mais aussi de 
sauver les peintures murales du van
dalisrre. 

L' ICCMOO, tout en se r~jouissant de la 
proposition d'inscription de la vall~ 
de GOrElOO sur la liste du Patrinoine 
Mondial expri.rre quelques reserves sur 
la definition et la delimitation du 
bien. 

La proposition d'inscription fait ~tat 
de huit ~lises rupestres situees dans 
Ie mus~ de plein air et de onze ~lises 
si tu~s hors de la zone couverte par 
cette protection juriqique. Elle ne 
rrentionne pas les villages troglodyti
ques de Zelve, ~vus In et Ortahisar, 
situ~s a proxirni~ immediate des ~li
ses de la vall~ de GOreme et indisso
ciables de ce bien. 

L'ICCM:S esti.rre qu' il est souhai table 
d'inscrire sur la liste du Patrinoine 
Mondial : 

1) l'ensemble des biens naturels et 
cu1 turels canpris dans Ie Parc histo
rique national de GOreme 

2) les sites de Karain, Karlik, Yesi15z 
et Soganli et surtout, les villes souter
raines de Kayrnakli et Derinkuyu. 

dweller villages of Zelve, ~ws In and 
Ortahisar which are in the iImediate 
vicinity of the Gt>rerce Valley churches 
and which therefore cannot be dissoci
ated fran this property. 

ICOM:)S considers that the following 
shculd be included on the World Heritage 
List : 

1) All of the natural and cu1 tural pro
perties which are included in the GOrerre 
Historical National Park 

2) '!he sites of Karain,Karlik, Yesil5z and 50-
ganli and especially the subterranean 
cities of Kaymakli and Derinkuyu. 

IC()M)S, Juillet / July 1985. 


