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A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propos~: les chateaux d'Augustus
burg et de Falkeniust ~ 
BrUhl 

Lieu: Westphalie du Nord 

Etat partie: Republique F'€derale d' 
Allemagne 

Dace: 25 aofit 1983 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

Que ce bJ.enculturel soJ.t InS

eri t sur 1a Liste du Patr:i.Iroine Mondial 
seus la condition d' un engagerrent ecri t 
de la Repub1ique Federale d' Allanagne sur 
le principe d' une deviation des voies de 
cx:mnunication qui traversent' les jar-dins. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

<l1ef 'd' oeuvre du &xx>co.l Ie cha
teau d' Augustusburg est direct.enent li~ 

_ ~ l' histoire de 1a grande architeeture eu
ropeenne dans la premiere nnitie du XVIII 
e.rce siee1e. Des 1715 Joseph-ClE~,[rent de 
Baviere, prince-~lecteur de Cologne, a
vait envisage de faire construire ~ BrUhl 
Sur les fondations d' un ancien chateau 
rrEdieval, une grande residence dent l' ar
chitecte fran~ais Robert de Cotte, pres
Senti, avait donne les plans. Mais ce pro
jet n'eut pas de suite iItm§diate et Ie 
nouveau prince-~lecteur Clerrent-Auguste, 
noins francophile que son pere, dedaigna 
les propositions de Robert de Cotte et 
fit appel, en 1725, a un architecte west
Fhalien; Johann Conrad Schlaun, pour bati] 
Ie chateau qui allait porter son nan. Cet 
episode dura trois ans. Avant d' etre con
gedie en 1728, Schlaun construisit, avec 
noins de genie createur que de sens de l' 
econanie, un batiIrent a trois ailes incor
porant les ruines m§dievales et la tour 

WORLD HERITAGE LIST N° 288 -----

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomina tion: The Castles of Augustusburg 
and Falken1ust at BtOhl 

Location: North Westphalia 

State Darty: Gennany (Fed. Rep. of) 

Date: August 25, 1983 

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

That the p:roposed cultural' prop
erty be included on the Vk:>rld Heritage Lis 
subject to a written carmi t:ment fran the 
Federal Republic of Gennany on the constr
uction of a deviation of the roadways whid 
.::It- . Mlrrhm..lnh· i-hl'> .... IS .. . 

C). JUSTI'FICATION 

A Rococo mastel:piece, the castle 
of Augustusburg is directly linked to the 
great European architecture of the first 
half of the 18th centw:y. In 1715, Josef
Clerrens of Bavaria, Elector-Prince of C0-
logne, plarmed to construct a large resid
ence at BrUhl, on the foundations of a 
rre<:lteval castle. Fe consulted a French ar
chi teet, Robert de Cotte, who sent the 
plans. However, this project was not irn
rrediately followed up and the Elector-Prin 
ce Clerrens-August, less Francophile than 
his father, rejected the proposals of Ro
bert de Cotte and, in 1725, called on a 
W:!stphalian architect, Joharm Conrad 
Schlatm to build the castle that was to 
can:y his own nane. Schlaun' s . tenure las
ted three years. Before his departure in 
1728, Schlaun constructed, with less crea
tive gen;..us thaneoonahicsense,a building 
of three wings incoxporating the nedieval 
ruins and the north tower of the earlier 
castle. 
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nord du p:rec~t chateau. 

Sous l'inpllsion de I' architecte 
sui vant, l'influence franc;aise se manifes
ta ~ nouveau. Mais Franc;ois de Cuvilli~s, 
que I' ~lecteur de Bavi~re p~ ~ son pa
rent de Cologne, repr~sentai t des tendan
ces bien ~loign~s du classicisrre de R0-
bert de Cotte. Architecte de 1a cour de 
Munich depuis 1724, c'~t avant tout un 
ornenaniste ~rigeant en systE!rle I' asyrre
trie et I' invention, ~ l'instar de son ~ 
nule Meissonnier. Ses tendances baroques, 
vi vifi~s par Ie style rocaille des an
nees de la Regence, avaient t.r<>utre un ter
rain propice en terre d' Enpire ell Ie R0co
co trianphait a Vienne came a Munich, r~ 
oonciliant sur les nEneS chantiers les 
artistes autrichiens, bavarois, i taliens 
et fran"ais. 

I.e chateau d' Augustusburg, rattra
page desinvolte et reussi de la teme 
oonstruction de Schlaun, et Ie pavilIon 
de chasse de Falkenlust, @>louissante crea
tion ex nihilo, sont un des neilleurs e
xenples de cet art international d' une 
richesse inouie. A Augustusburg, autour du 
norceau de bravoure qu' est l' escalier de 
Balthazar Neunann dans Ie Mt.im:mt central
crection delirante qui unit dans un nouve
rrent enthousiaste les narbres et les stucs, 
les oolonnes jaspees et les cariatides, 
p;:>ur cu1Ininer dans l' etonnant plafond peint 
a fresque par Carlo Carlone- s' organisent 
ailes de parade et apparterrents pri ves, dans 
une hierarchie d' effets irreprochable.nent 
~. On opposerait facilenent au program
Ire "officiel" des nouveaux grands appa.rte
rrents la decoration' bon enfani!" de I' appar
t:.enent d' et~, avec ses can:eaux de faience. 
inportes des Pays-Bas. 

Falkenlust, maison de plaisance 
synetrique a avant-corps polygonal oil Sf 

inscrit, au rez-de-chaussee, un salon ovale, 
parle Ie nerre langage plein d' inprevu, de 
chame et de liberte. Dans 1a chapelle, Ie 
IDrdelais Laporterie crea une etonnante 
grotte marine en revetant les I11lrS de co
quillages et de ooncretions. 

I.es grands jardins, jadis d' un seul 
tenant, s' opposent et se ocrrpletent. Aux 
abords d' Augustusburg, Daninique Girard 
(un eleve de I.e N:)tre) se rcontre plus sou
cieux de decorum, nultipliant ra:r.pes rconu
rrentales et parterres synetriques, ccmre 
aux jardins de Nynphenburg, de Schleissheim 
et du BelWdm-e de Vienne, dent il est ega-

Under the 1npulse of the follo
wing architect, French influence manifes
ted itself again. But Franr;ois de Cuvil
li~s, who the Elector of Bavaria had 
lent his relative, represented tenden-' 
cies quite distinct fran the classicism 
of Robert de Cotte. An architect at the 
oourt of Munich since 1724, he above 
all valued a type of omanent which was 
based on a system of asyntietry and in
vention, in imitation of Meissonier. His 
Baroque tendencies, brought to life by 
the Rococo style of the years of the Re
gency, found fertile gromld in the Ger
man Enpire where Rococo reigned at Vien
na as at Munich, integrating in the sa
ne \-X)rkshop Austrian, Bavarian, Italian 
and French artists. 

'!he castle of Augustusburg, a 
1:x:>Id and successfull revanping of the 
lack-lustre oonstruction of Schlaun anLo. 
the hlmting lodge of Falken1ust, a daz
zling creation ex nihilo, are one of the 
best exanples of this international art 
of unprecedented riclmess. At AllCJm:::t-us-, 
burg, around a piece of creative genius 
which is the staircase of Balthasar Neu
mann -a rapturous structure which unites 
a lively rrovenent of narble and stucoo, 
jasper oolurms and caryatid.s, culroina- -
ting in the astonishing frescoed ceiling 
of Carlo Carlone- in the central block, 
the wings of the parade and the private 
apart::Irents are organized in a hierarchy 
of effects of outstanding conception. 
The decor ''bon enfant" of the new grand 
surmer apart::Irents with its faience tiles 
fran the Low countries, is readily 0ppo
sed to the "official" program. 

Falkenlust isa countrv house 
with sVirnetrical avant-corps. On- the 
Qround- floor, an oval '-salon is con
bei ved in t.he sane language full of im
provisation, cha.trn and liberty. In the 
chapel, the IDrdelais Laporterie created 
an astonishing marine grotto by facing 
the lITalls with shells and concretions. 

The large gardens, layed out in 
a single carrpaign, both oppose and can
plem:mt each other. At Augustusburg, 
Daninique Girard (pupil of I.e lCtre) pro
ved nore aware of deoorum, multiplying 
nommental ranps and symnetrical flower
beds, as those of the gardens of Nynphen
burg, Schleissheim and the Belvedere of 
Vienna, of which he was as well the au
thor. At Falkenlust, the landscaping, al-
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lercent Ie createur. Aux abords de Fal.ken
lust Ie paysage, pourtant tr~s ooncert~, 
s 'efforce de restituer les accidents d' 'lm 

site nature!. 

L' IC(M)S recamande l' inscription 
de l' ensenble des chAteaux et jardins de 
BrUhl au titre des crit~s II et N. 
- crit~re II : Augustusburg et Fal.kenlust 
representent les premi.~s creations ~ 
portantes de style rococo en Allema.gne. 
lIs ont j~ 'lm rOle de m:x:1~le pendant 
plus d' 'lm demi si~le dans la plupart des 
cours princi~res. 
- crit~re N. Came la residence de WUrz
burg (inscrite sur la Liste du Patrinoine 
Mondial), les chateaux et jardins de BrUhl 
sent l' exenple eninent d' une grande r~si
dence princiere du XVIII are si~le. 

L' ICCMOS aemande en outre que 

Ie gouveD1eI!'eI1t ae la Republique F~eraie 
d' Allema.gn.e ~tudie une derivation des voies 
de ocmrunication qui traversent aI' heure 
actuelle]a zone des jardins. 

though highly ooncerted, nonetheless, 
endeavours to create the randamess of 
a natural site. 

ICCMOS reccmrends the inclusion 
of the ensemble of the castles and gar
dens of BrUhl based on criteria II and 
N; 
- criterion II : Augustusburg and Fal
kenlust represent the first irrportant 
creations of the Rococo style in Genna
ny. For rrore than a century, they were 
a nodel in the majority of the prince
ly courts. 
- criterion N : like the Residence of 
Wurzburg (included on the \*)rld Heri
tage List), the castles and gardens are 
the eminent exanple of the large prince
ly residence of the 18th century. 

Ibwever, ICCMOS would ask that 
the Federal Republic of Gennany study 
the possibility of a deviation of the 
network of CCITIlUlIlications \\7hi.ch present
ly cuts through the zone of the gardens. 

ICCMOS, mai 1984. 



BRUHL - CHATFAU D'AUGUS'J'USBURG 
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