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A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propose: Hatra 

Lieu: Uossoul-

Etat partie: Irak 

Date: 6 septembre 1985 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

Que le bien cul turel proIX>se soi t ins
cri t sur la Liste du Patrirroine Mondial 
au titre des cri teres II, III, IV et VI. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Fonde par des cavaliers nanades issus 
d' une tribu du Khorasan, l' atpire Parthe 
de la dynastie des Arsacides (247 avant 
J.C. - 226 apres J.C.) se IX>sa en heri
tier de l' enpire achem§nide de Cyrus. 
Cette rronarchie orientale inItrieta Rane 
qui chercha a en detruire la puissance, 
mais sans succes. 

Dans cette perspective historique, le 
site de Hatra, grande cite fortifiee 
dent les vestiges se voient en plein 
desert, a 110 kms au sud-ouest de Mos
soul, peut ~tre retenu canre sym1:x:>lique 
des luttes qui opposerent Parthes et 
Romains IX>ur le partage des deIX>uilles 
de l' ancien atpire d' Alexandre. La ville 
fut assiegee, sans succes, en 116 par 
Trajan (qui devai t rrourir en Cilicie, 
l'annee suivante); elle resista encore, 
en 198, a SeptiIre-Severe qui, cependant, 
apres la prise de Ctesiphon et l' anne
xion de la Mesopotamie fut salue a ReIne 
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A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomina tion: Hatra 

Loca tion: Mosul 

State oarty: Iraq 

Da te : Sept.Enber 6, 1985 

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

That the proposed cultural property be 
included on the World Heritage List on 
the basis of criteria II , III, IV and VI. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Founded by nanadic horserren fran a 
Khorasan tribe, the Parthian arpire of 
the Arsacid dynasty (247 B.C. -226 A.D.) 
cla.ined to be the successor of the Archae
rrenid enpire of Cyrus. This Eastern 
rronarchy was a source of concern· for the 
Romans who sought unsuccessfully to des
troy it. 

Wi th this historical background, the site 
of Hatra, a large fortified city, the 
remains of which are to be seen in the 
middle of the desert 110 kIn south-west of 
Nosul, can be taken as a sym1:x:>1 of the 
struggles which opposed Parthians and 
Romans for the sIX>ils of the old atpire 
of Alexander. The city was seiged unsuc
cessfully in 116 by Trajan (who died in 
Cilicia the follCMing year); again it 
resisted Septimus Severus in 198 who, 
however, after having taken Ctesiphon and 
annexed !-1esopotamia was acclairred in Rare 
wi th the title of Parthicus Maxinn.ls. 
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du titre de Parthicus Maxirnus. Peu apres, 
Hatra fut detruite par Ardach~r Ier (226-
242), Ie fondateur de la dynastie Sassa
nide. 

Fouille par la Deutsche Orientgesell
schaft sous la direction de W. Andrae 
au debut de notre siecle, puis par Fouad 
Safar et la Direction des Antiqui tes de 
l'Irak a partir de 1950, Ie site de Hatra 
presente lU1 remarquable carplexe urbain, 
de plan circulaire. La ville est defendue 
par deux enceintes que separe lU1 large 
fosse. L' enceinte exterieure consiste en 
une levee de terre; 1 'enceinte interieure, 
batie en pierre, CXJIIpOrte quatre portes 
fortifiees correspondant grossierernent 
aux quatre points cardinaux. Au coeur de 
cette ville ronde de pres de 2 km de dia
metre, lU1 temenos rectangulaire 's'etend 
dans Ie sens est-ouest. II est entoure 
d' une enceinte en pierres de taille percee 
de tours. Un mur nord-sud Ie partage en 
deux espaces inegaux. La fonction de ce 
terrenos -Oll les temples se massent plus 
nanbreux dans l' espace ouest'- paralt avoir 
ete a la fois religieuse et catirerciale : .. 
des lx>utiques ouvrant . sur lU1 portique inte
rieur a pilastres orit ete retrouvees sur 
les quatre cOtes du rectangle. 

L'ICOMJS qui, en 1983, avait souhaite lU1e 
delimi tation du perimetre de protection de 
Hatra, juge satisfaisante la reponse du 
gouvernernent irakien qui, sur un plan an
nexe a la lettre du 6 septembre 1985 , 
propose une definition du site archeologi
que dans les limi tes de l' enceinte exte
rieure. Ces precisions permettent desormais 
une evaluation positive du dossier, sur 
lequel l' ICCMOS avai t expri.rne un avis de 
principe favorable. Hatra merite en effet 
a plus d' lU1 titre d' ~tre inscri t sur la 
Liste du PatriIroine rrondial. 

Shortly thereafter Hatra was destroyed 
by Ardashir I (226-242), the founder 
of the Sassanid dynasty. 

Excavated by the Deutsche Orientgesell
schaft lU1der the direction of W. Andrae 
at the beginning of this century and 
then by Fouad Safar and the Iraqi Anti
qui ties Authority from 1950 onwards, 
the Hatra site presents a remarkable 
urban carplex of circular design. The 
city's defences are comprised of two 
walls which separate a wide ditch. The 
external wall is an earthen bank; the 
inner wall is built of stone and has 
four fortified gates which roughly cor
respond to the four cardinal points. In 
the heart of this rOlU1d city of aJ.nost 
2 km diameter, a rectangular terrenos lies 
in an east-west direction. It is surroun
ded by a stone wall interrupted by tCMers. 
A north-south wall divides it into two 
unequal spaces. The flU1ction of this 
terrenos -where there is a heavier concen
tration of temples in the west space
seems to have been both religious and 
ccmrercial : shops looking on to a 
pilastered portico have been found on 
each of the four sides of the rectangle. 

In 1983, ICCM)S expressed the desire to 
see a periIreter of protection defined 
around Hatra. The Iraqi Government's 
reply has been considered as satisfactory. 
In the plan annexed to their letter dated 
September 6, 1985 an archaeological site 
is defined as being within the limits 
of the outer wall. These precisions roN 

make it possible to give this proposal 
a positive appraisal for which ICCMJS 
had already expressed a favorable opinion 
in principle. Hatra does in fact merit 
being included on the World Heritage 
List for rrore reasons than one. 

- Hatra offre un exerrple eminent des villes - Hatra is an excellent example of 
fortes de plan circulaire de 1 'Orient, telles fortified cities along the circular plan 
Ctesiphon, Firouzabad ou Zingirli. La parfaiteof the East, such as Ctesiphon, Firou
conservation de sa double enceinte dans un zabad or Zingirli. The perfect condition 
environnerrent intact la designe ccmre tenoin of the double wall in an lU1touched envi-
privilegie d'une serie qui interesse les ronment sets it aside as an outstanding 
civilisations des Parthes, des Sassanides, et example of a series which covers the 
de l' Islam ancien (critere IV). Parthian , Sassanid and Ancient Islamic 
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- Par ses inscriptions et ses nomments, 
Hatra offre un taooignage de premier plan 
sur tout un facies de la civilisation 
assyro-babylonienne soumise aux influences 
greo:;rues, parthes, :raraines et arabes 
(critere III). 

- Les grands iwans du temenos de Hatra, 
remarquables par la perfection de leur 
voUterrent en berceau, et les treize petits 
temples repartis hors de l'enceinte sacree 
ont exerce une influence durable sur 1 'ar
chi tecture de la region jusqu' aI' epoque 
islamique (critere II). 

- Enfin et surtout, l' inscription du site 
de Hatra sur la Liste du Patrirroine nondial 
se justifie par Ie critere VI, la ville, 
reputee imprenable, pouvant etre consideree 
aJIllIe Ie symbole de la puissance Parthe, qui 
nenac;a longterrps celIe de Rone. 

civilizations (criterion IV). 

- By virtue of its nonunents and ins
criptions, Hatra offers exceptional 
testi.rrony to an entire facet of Assyro
Babylonian civilization subjected to 
the influence of Greeks, Parthians, 
Ranans and Arabs (criterion III). 

- The great iwans of the Hatra temenos, 
remarkable for the perfection of their 
vaulted chambers, and the thirteen 
Ii ttle tenples scattered outside the 
sacred enclosure have exerted lasting 
influence over the region's archi tec
ture up until the Islamic age (crite-
rion II). " 

- Finally and above all, the inclusion 
of Hatra on the World Heritage List 
is justified by criterion VI : the 
ci ty, reputed to be impregnable, can 
be considered as the symbol of Parthian 
power which for a long tine threatened 
that of Rare. 

Paris, ICCMJS, Nov'errbre/November 1985. 


