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LISTE DU PATRllvDINE M)NDIAL 

A) IDENI'IFICA.TION 

Bien propose L'ancienne cite de 
Nessebar 

Lieu : Regioo de Bourgas 

Etat partie : Bulgarie 

Date : 29 Avril 1982 

B) RECCM-WIDATION DE L' Icc:MOS 

Que Ie bien cul turel propose soi t 
inscrit sur la liste du Patrirroine rron
dial. 

C) JUSTIFICATICl'J 

VDRLD HERITAGE LIST N° _2_1_7_ 

A) IDENTIFICA.TION 

, 
Nanination The Ancient City of Nessebarl 

Location : The Bourgas Region 

State party: Bulgaria 

Date April 29, 1982 

B) lCOM)S RN2OM'1ENDATION 

That the proposed cultural property be 
inscribed on the World Heritage List. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

! 

Resserree sur lID pranontoire rocheux Confined to a rocky prorrontory of the 
de la cOte bulgare, Nessebar est une vil- :&llgarian coast, Nessebar is a rich : 
le-musee, riche de plus de trois mille- city-museum with rrore than three mille- I 

naires d' histoire. Les Thraces furent nia of history. The 'Ihracians were the ; 
les premiers a s'etablir sur ce site first to establish themselves on this \ 
defensif naturel, corrne I 'attestent de natural defensive site; nunerous dis- ; 
nambreuses decouvertes d'objets de I 'age coveries of Bronze Age objets attest to ! 
du bronze. Stralxm rappelle d' ailleurs, this fact. Stram recalls, rroreover, the 
la legendaire fondation par le Thrace legendary foundation by the Thracian, I 
Mena, qui aurait donne a la ville son Mena, from whom the city took its origi4-
premier nom, Menebria. Quoiqu'il en soit, al name, Menebria. Be that as it may, \ 
les colons doriens de Megare en firent, lX:>rian colonists of Megara nade it, unde~ 
sous Ie nom de Messernbria, l' une des plus the nane of Messernbria, one of the oldest 
anciennes colonies grecques du Pont-Euxin: Greek colonies of Pontus-Euxinus : it J 
elle existait deja, au temoignage d'Hero- already existed, according to the testi: 
dote, en 513 avant J .C. rrony of Herodotus, in 513 B.C. ! 

I 
La. ville grecque, dont 11 acropole The Greek city, whose acrop:>lis rose i 

s 'elevait a la p:>inte orientale de la on the eastern end of the peninsula, wd 
presqu'ile, etait defendue, du cOte de la defended on the inland side, by a 6th ! 
terre fenne, par une muraille du VIe sie- century wall which still partially exists 
cle subsistant encore au nord. Des vesti- to the rorth. Vestiges of the Agora, th~ 

, ges de I 'Agora, du theatre, du te.rtple theater, the Te:rrple of Ap:>llo were brou~ht 

I d 'Ap:>llon ont ete mis au J.' our. pres de. . to light near buildings construCted. dur~ng 
_<:.~~_~es_~f~c~~ ~~~lev~!,ent a ______ the period when Messernbria-.felLJ.mdeJ::..-J 
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l'epoque ou Messembria passa sous influen
ce romaine (la ville s'etait rendue en 71 
avant J. C. mais continua a jouir de nom
breux privileges, oorrme celui du rronnaya
ge) . 

wrsque la nort de Theooose (395) pro
voqua la scission de l' empire romain, Mes
sembria passa dans Ie dornaine byzantin 
et ne tarda pas a devenir l'une des pla
ces fortes les plus .iIrqx>rtantes de 1 'em
pire d 'Orient, enjeu des luttes entre 
grecs et bulgares, alternativernent pos
sedee par les uns et les autres au gre 
de la fortune des armes, a partir de 812 
ou Ie khan bulgare, Kr1.m1 s' en empara 
apres un siege de deux senaines. 

Jusqu'a sa prise par les turcs en 1453, 
Nessebar se couvrit de nonuments d'une 
exceptionnelle qualite : citons la Stara 
Mi tropolia, grande basilique sans transept 
reconstruite au IXe siecle, l'eglise de 
la Vierge (Xe siecle) la Nova Mitropolia, 
fondee au XIe siecle et constarrment em
bellie jusqu'au XVllle, l'eglise 5aint
Jean-Baptiste, qui abrite Ie musee ar
cheologique, enfin, une rerrarquable serie 
d'eglises du XIlle et du XIVe siecles : 
Saint-Th8odore, Sainte-Prascovie, les 
Saints-Archanges, Saint-Jean-Aliturgetos. 

La danination turque, qui coincide avec 
une nette recession de Nessebar, n' a pas 
arroindri Ie patrinoine rronumental enrichi, 
a partir du XIXe siecle, par de tres nam
breuses maisons d' habi tation dans Ie 

~ style de Plovdiv: 

Cette architecture vernaculaire assure 
la cohesion d'un tissu urbain de grande 
qualite. 

L'I<XMJS reconmande l' inscription de 
Nessebar sur la liste du Patrinoine non
dial au titre des cri teres III et IV, en 
soulignant que ce bien cul turel excep
tionnel porte te.rroignage sur plusieurs 
civilisations disparues et qu' il illus
tre, a differentes reprises, la situation 
historique significative d'une ville-fron
tiere aux avant-postes d 'un empire rrena
ceo 

Roman influence (the city was taken in 
71 B.C. but continued to enjoy numerous 
priviledges, such as that of coinage) . 

When the death of Theodosus (395) 
provoked the scission with the Roman em
pire, Messembria fell to the Byzantine 
domain and was not long in becoming one 
of the nost .iIrqx>rtant strongholds of the 
Eastern en:pire, the object of struggles 
between Greeks and Bulgrians. It was suc
cessively held by first one than the 
other, depending on the fortunes of each 
anny, from 812 when the Bulgarian, Khan 
Krum, seized it after a seige of two 
weeks. 

Until its capture by the Turks in 
1453, Nessebar comprised rronuments of 
exceptional quality : for exarrple, the 
Stara Mi tropolia, large basilica without 
transept reconstructed in the 9th cen
tury ; the church of the Virgin (10th 
century) ; the Nova Mitropolia, founded 
in the 11th century and continual 1 y em
bellished until the 18th century ; the 
church of Saint John the Paptist, which 
houses the archeological museum, and 
finally a remarkable series of 13th and 
14th century churches : Saint Theodore, 
Saint Paraskebba, Saint Michael and 
Saint G3briel (churches of the Archangels) 
and Saint John Ali turgethos • 

The Turkish domination which coinci
ded with a definite decline of Nessebar 
did not diminuate the nonurrental herita
ge which was enriched from the 19th cen
tury by numerous houses in the "Plovdiv 
style" • 

This vernacular architecture guarant
ees the cohesion of an urban fabric of 
high quality. 

ICOIDS recoITUTEnds the inscription of 
Nesseba..r on the World Heritage List based 
on criteria III and IV and would under
score that this exceptional cultural pro
perty bears testinony to several civili
zations which have disappeared;and it has 
illustrated, on several occasions, the 
significant historic position of a front
ier city on the outp8sts of a threatened 
empire. 

ICOMOS, Juin 1983. 
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