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I COlvlOS 

l1r. Firouz 13agerzadeh 
Chairman, World Heritage Committee 
UNESCO 
Place Fontenoy 
75007 Paris 

Dear YJr. Chairman: 

Paris, 7 June 1978 

Having revie~]ed the nominations of cultural properties ...... duly subtnitted 
- by States' party to the Convention Concerning the Protection of the Hor1d 
Cultural and Natu.ral Heritage, for consideration by the Bureau or the 
vlor1d Heritage COIilmi ttee, meeting in its first' session, for the purpose 
of inclusion in the World Heritage List, the following have been founi . 
(in the opinion of IC01'-1OS) to ceet minimum standards of documentation 'and 
ther.3fore (in the opinion of ICOHoo) to be eligible for consideration at 
this timeo They are listed in the order gi van in documents CC-78jCOlW.009/3 
and GC-78j~0i~ 0009/3 Add.le 

o l'Anse aux Meadoi:./"S National Historic rark (4) Canada -
t ~ i " l!.cua: or o Ci ty of Quito (2) , 

Ethiopia o Rock HekLl Churches of l~libela (18) 
Fasil Ghebbi, Gandar ragion (19) 

Poland o Historic Urban and Architectural Center of Cracow (29) 
Historic Center of Vlarsav (30) 

o Auschwitz, concentration camp (31) 
o Wie1iczka, salt mine (33) 

United States o Mesa Verde 

Of the no:nir..ations listed above, those marked (0) have been found (in the 
opin~Lon of ICO:,:03) to satisfy the criteria for cultural properties. It is 
)elioved that the Fasil Ghebbi" Gondar region, Ethiopia, while plainly of 

national significance, needs further expert opinion regardip..g its 't.:orld 
ir.:portance. There is a question as to whether the Historic Center of Ylarsav 
r::.::;cts the general -rule or authenticity, and it is accordingly believed that 
fu..'"ther expert opinion is required on this nomination. 

Adciitionally, the following tyro nominations (in the opinion of ICOHoo) have .. 
been found to meet the criteria for cultural properties although they lack 
the required photographic and c<.:.r-tographic documentations 

Fecarc.J.. Gormany 
Serog<!.l 

Aachen Cathedral 
Island of Goreo 

(3 ) 
(26) 

It is suggested tha.t the two prcceding-:nominations be provisio~lly recoru':' 
mended, subject to receipt of adequate additional documentation. 

The re:naining eight nOr:1inations of cultural properties, all from Ethiopia, 
are deficient in tenns of aocll.."';lentation. 

A separate report on the technical aspects of nominations is beir.g prepared 
for your considerati on. ICO:-~OS remains ready to assist the World Heritage 
CO~lm:i tteo in every Hay PQssible. ~ince~ m . 
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OC/CH/Ol/7.3/360/.l 

Ville de Quito (group of buildings/site) 

i':O:i:C::"\~ BY (:.:,.y.rr:: OF COU~.;'IT<Y) : Ecuador 
-------------------------------

'. rAX:L:::::r·~':\7IO:~: It is useful to have copies of sane of the p.1blisherl resource materials 
such as th:>se \'Jhich Ecuador has fornishe:l vlith its J'XJlTIination for the 

(.i;.) ~:C:.n.s. Tcc:-... '1ical Co.-r.:1ents: City of Quito. All documentation is adequate. 

(I?) Proto..--rra:;hs. _____ -""----..J8"_ Tech.'1ical Co:-:ne..'1ts: See a1:ove. 
----~~~~~--------------------------------

. See a1:ove. (C) BiDliQ(jra~; Teclrr~cal CO~ents: ________________________________________________ __ 

----.------------------------------------~--------------~-----------------------\ 

). J~sti::ication for inclusion in I'i1L. Tecl"u1ical C();'~ne..'1ts:_:__--_.__-_.,.~--__:__:__---_::__---­
Quito fonns a haJ:rroniass ensemble sui generis, ... mere the actions of 

man am of nature are brought together to create. a \..ork unique arrl 

transcendant of its kirrl. (ii,iii,v) • t-bte: It ... ;auld be useful 
if raninations to the lbrld Heritage List specifiEil the categories or 

criteria justifying inclusion as set fortIi Ui'ider section Sa; of 'the 

\brld Heritage N:mination Foon. 
:;. Othe- I<X:>:,DS Tc-cl1 .. '1ical Co;;r:1cnts (follo'ding HHL No:ilination nur.lbers) : 

2b. Details as to protective measures \\Quld be useful. 
2c. Hailing address W)uld be useful. 
4b. l-lailing address \'JOUld be useful. 
4d. Details ooocerning these laws might be usefully includerl along 
with details as to the 6.dministrative ageocies involve:l. 

--~.-~---------~------



La vallee de Quito, isolee dans les Andes, a 2.818m d' altitude, a corum 

un peuplerrent tres ancien, ayant ete occupee, serrible-t-il, :fen:lant plusieurs 

millenaires Av. J.C. et des le debut de notre ere. Mais la fondation d' une 

ville rerronte au 15e siecle, sous l' Inca Tupac YUPANQUI dont le fils en 

fit sa residence habituelle et donna a Quito une renommee de grandeur et de 

prosperite. 

De la ville Inca, il ne reste rien. Tout ce qui existe aujourd' hui est 

posterieur a 1534. En effet, le 6 D€cernbre 1534, Sebastian de Benalcazar 

forlde la ville de San Francisco de Quito, sur les ruines de la ville indi­

gene. Des cette date, un trace urbain est cree, toujours base sur Ie ~ 

plan: places centraleset secondaires et rues en damiers, delimitant des 

carres. A l'interieur prennent place maisons ( 1 ou 2 etages, auteur d' un 

ou plusieurs patios, en adobe recouvert d'un enduit blanc), couvents et 

eglises. Mais, a Quito, situee sur les flancs du volcan Pichincha, les 

archi tectes ont dO., tenir CXlIl1?te d' un environnement top:>graIirique a::ITIplexe et 

ont reussi a~creer une unite stylistigue et volumetrique. 

Quito devint rapiderrent "capitale d'une province", "siege d'un evecile", 

"de I' Audiencia Royale ou Parlanent" et de n:::mbreux tribunaux et ., done un 

centre econ:::m1igue, cul turel et uni versi taire imp::>rtant. Elle se dota du 

16e au 18e de n::rnbreuses eglises, couvents , _ colleges et universites. Panni 

les edifices les plus imp::>rtants, il faut citer : - Ie Monastere de San 

Francisco (16e siecle), un des plus anciens edifices religieux hispano-americains. 

II camprend une cathedrale et plusieurs eglises et cloitresi 

- la Cathedrale de Quito, Ie Couvent de la Merced, San Augustin, etc ••• 

Ces eglises et couvents renferrrent statues p:::>lychranes, peintures et no­

bilier d'§glise,d'une extre:rre richesse,qui sont des chefs-d'oeuvres de l'art 

baroque. En effet, Qui to, carrefour d' influences, a attire, des la fin du 16e 

siecle, des artistes qui y creer-ent un art original et riche, fusion entre la 

cul ture hispanique et la culture indienne. lIs fonnerent un courant artistique 

~ "Ecole de Quito". 

Au debut du 1ge, la ville fut incorp:::>ree a la Grande Colanbie, puis devint 

en 1830, capit;lie de I'Fquateur. A~1ge et 20e siecles, QuitDs.!.est etendue 

au dehors du noyau colonial. Aussi, en se basant sur lE 1er plan de Qui to, dresse 

en 1734 par Dionisio Alcedo y Herrera, President de I' Audiencia, on constate que 

Ie trace urbain d I origine a ete tres :feu nodi fie jusqu I a rns jours et qu' anciens 

edifices ci viIs et religieux et maisons ont ete conserves (mais sont en tres mau-

vais etat). Actuellement, 1 des problemes est la densite tres elevee de p:::>pulation 

dans Ie rnyau colonial. Plusieurs plans de sauvegarde et de mise en valeur du Centre 

Historique ont ete mis sur pied depuis1943. Les restaurations de batinents et d'oeuvr 

d' art se p:::>ursui vent. 


