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A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien prop:?se : Site ardleologique de 
Cyrene 

Lieu: district du Djebel Akhdar 

'.:tat partit! : Jamahirya Arabe Libyenne 

~ Date : 21 Decerrbre 1981 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L' lOOms 

IDRW HERITAGE LIST N° 190 ----
A) IDENTIFICATION 

NO:nUhation : Archaeological site of Cyrene 

LoCation : District of Gebel Akhdar 

State party : Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 

Date : Decerrber 21, 1981 

! B) lOOms RECOMMENDATIOO 
, i 

Que Ie bien cul turel propose soi t inscri tl That the proposed cultural property be 
sur la Liste du Patrirroine M:mdial. I inscribed on the World Heritage List. 
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C) JUSTIFICATION 

La colonie de Cyrene fut fondee au VIle 'Ihe colony of Cyrene was founded in the 
'iecle, dans une zone ou l'influence car- 4th century b.c. by Greeks of 'Ihera (San-
.naginoise etai t preponderante, par des torini) guided by Battos ,wi thin ,a zone 'whe~ 

Grecs de 'Ihera (Santorin) guides par Battos .Carthag'inian influence was preponderant. I 
De 631 (date traditionnelle de sa fonda.,.. t From 631 b.c. (the traditionally accepted 
tion) a 440 Av.J.C., ce corrptoir si tue a I, date of 1. ts foundation) to 440 b.c., this 
l' interieur des terres fut domine par la ! trading centre, situated in the interior, 
dynastie des Battiades. A ce royaurre succe- back from the sea, was dominated by the 
da pendant un peu ooins d'un siecle (430- dynasty of tpe Battiadae. Within little 
331) un regime democratique; la ville se less than a century (430-331), this kingdom 
soumi t ensui te spontanerrent a Alexandre Ie was succeeded by a deIrocratic regirrE; fol':"" 
Grand et, a sa oort, fut annexee au royau- leMing this, the city spontaneously 
Ire des Lagides. Un des derniers descendants submitted itself to the rule of Alexander 
de la lignee fondee par Berenice et Ptole- the G1:'e.at and, at his death, was annexed 
rnee III Evergete la legua, en 96 Av.J.C., to the kingdom of the Lagids . One of the 
au peuple romaine last of the lille of descendants of Beren1.ce 

Erigee en province rorraine en 74 Av.J.C. and Ptolemy III Euergetes beqreathed it to 
la Cyrenaiquc connut diverses fortunes the Roman people in 96 b.c. 
dans 1 'empire: donnee par Antoine a Cleo- Established as a Roman province in 74 b.c. 
patre Selene, unie a la Crete par Auguste, Cyrenaica shared in the fortunes of the 
qui inposa la date de la bataille d'Actium Emp1.re and, as such, never ceased to play 
(34 Av.J.C.) comre debut d I une nouvelle a preponderant role in the M8di terranean 
ere, separee de la Crete et unie world : it was given by Marc Anthony to 
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a l'Egypte par la refome de Dioc1etien Cleopatra, united with Crete by Augustus, 
en 305, elle ne cessa pas de jouer un who decreed the date of the battle of Ac-
rOle preponderant dans Ie rronde mediter- tium (34 b.c.) as the beginning of a new 
ran~ • La capitale, reconstruite au era, and then, separated fran Crete by 
Ier si~cle Ap.J .C., endarrtna.gee par l'in- Diocletian in a refonn of 305 which uni­
surrection des Juifs en 116, fut enti~;rer. ted it with Egypt. Its capital, which 
rrent :reb§.tie a partir du regne de Hadri- was reconstructed in the 1st century a.d. 
en. Son declin fie s' anorc;a qu' avec Ie and darcaged during the insurrection of 
trerrb1errent de terre et Ie raz-de-maree the Jews in 116, was entirely rebuilt 
de 365, une des grandes catastrophes de from the reign of Hadrian. Its decline 
l'histoi:re: Amnien Marce1lin la trouve did not begin until the earthquake and 
deserte. tidal wave of 365, one of the great ca-

Decrite par tous les geographes, d'He- tastrophes of history~ Antnianus Marcel­
rodote a Sinesius, chantee par Pindare et linus found it' deserted. 
Ca1l:iJnaque, Cyreme n' est pas seulem:mt Cyrene, which was described by geogra-
l'une des cites du nonde mediterraneen phers fran Herodotus to Synesius, its 
ou se sont crista1lises, r:endant plus praises sung by Pindar and Callirnalhus 1 

d'un millenai:re, les Iro/thes, 1a 1egende is not only one of the cities of the Me-
et l'histoi:re, nais l'un des enserrbles diterranean world around which myths, 
les plus irrpressionnants de ruines du legends and stories have been woven over 
rronde entier. nore than a thousand years, but it is also 

Au nord, Ie temenos d'Apo11on regroupe, one of the rrost iIrpressive ruin complexes 
autour de 1a fontaine sacree celebree par in the entire world. 
Pindare, Herodote et Cal1i.rraqt:e, les tern- To the north, the sanctuary and fountain 
p1es d'Apo1lon (VIle au IVe siecle Av.J .C} of Apollo,the, sac:red fountain celebrated 
et d'Artenu.s (VII-VIe siec1e), les sacel- by Pindar, HerodotUs and Ca1liroach1:lS, 
1a de Pers~ne, Hades et Hecate, des regroups the terrp1es of Apollo (7th to 
rronurrents votifs, des tresors. Cette zone 4 0 th century b.c.) and Artemis (7th-6th 
cul tuelle a ete carrpletee, a l' epoque 3:0- century b. c. ), the . saa:lla of Persiphone, 
maine, par des batirrents co1ossaux, dent Hades and Hecate, votive rronuments and 
les plus inportants sont 1es themes de treasuries. This cultic zone was completed, 
'I'rajan, :restaures au lIe siec1e. A l'ou- during therutnan period, by extremely lar­
est, Ie theatre grec a ere transfonre en ge buildings of which the rrost important 
arrq;:hitheatre par les Rorrains. are the baths of Trajan, restored in the 

Au sud-01E!st, l'Acropo1e, dont l'exp1o- 2nd century-.. To the west, the Greek theatre 
ration a ere longterrps :retardee par l'i.It'P'- was transfonned into an amphitheatre by 
portance strategiq1E! du site, oonsti t1E! the Ranans. 
une :ilrrrense reserve archeo1ogique. To the south-west, the Acropolis consti-

Au sud-est, l'Agora et Ie Forum:romain, tutes an irrrnense archaeological reserve, 
bien conserves, etaient Ie centre de 1a whose exploration has been p:::>stp:::>ned for 
vie civile, a 500m environ du terrenos some time owing to the strategic nature 
d'Apo11on. Ie secteur est surtout carac- of the site. 
terise par 1a coexistence des fomes de To the south-east,about 500rn from the 
I' w:banisrre grec et de I' urbanisrre ramain sanctuary of Apollo, the Agora and the 
dans un enserrble unifie de proportions Ranan Forum, which are well preserved, 
tres arrples : Bouleuterion et Capito1e, formed the centre of civic life. This sec-
Agora et Forum, Norrophy1akion (dep5t des tor is characteriEed by the co-existence 
archi-ves publiques) etc. voisi.nent avec of both Greek and Roman fonus of urban 
de nanb:reux herOa, dont 1e plus celEb:re planning 'within a unified whole of very 
est ce1ui de Battos.C'est 1e centre ur- a:rrple proportions: the Bouleuterion and 
bain d'une cite ideale, fie:re de son pas- Capitolium, Agora and Forum, Narophyla-
se, consciente de la continuite de son kion (Public Au-chives dep:::>sitory) etc. 
histoire et tournee -vers I' avenir. are placed side by side with her6a.,', of 

Le site archeologiq1E! de Cyrena ne se which the IIDSt well-known is that of Battus. 
borne pas a ces 3 corrplexes rronurrentaux, It is the urban centre of the ideal city; 
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le sanctuaire d I Apollon, l' Acropole et 
l' Agora. Les fouilles ont revele tout 
l' inte~t du faulx:>urg nord-est, ou les 
:mines grandioses de l'irmense terrple de 
Zeus daminent tout un quartier grec, 
restaure a l'e:p0qu9 augustienne et habite 
jusqu1a la fin de llhistoire de Cyrene. 

D I autre part., Cyrene conserve un ensem­
ble de necropoles qui compte parmi les 
plus vastes et les plus differenciees du 
rronde antique. 

L'ICOMDS recammande l!inscrlption du 
site de Cyrene sur la Liste du Patrirroine 
M:mdial au titre des ori teres II, III et 
VI et souligne que cette capi tale a e:xer­
ce une inflrence considerable non seule­
:rrent au cours de l! Antigu! te, rmis aussi 
au cours de la perioderroderne et contero­
poraine. La decouverte de ses ruines par 
Claude Lemaire en 1705-1706 est 1.me date 
significative dans l'histoire du neo­
classicisrre. Notre connaissance de la 
sculpture hellen1stique est etroi terrent 
tributaire des trouvailles fai tes sur le 
si te de Cyrene au cours des fouilles a.m§­
ricaines I i taliennes, fran"al.ses et 1i­
byennes du 20e siee1e. 

proud of its past, conscious of the conti­
nuity of ltS history and turned towards 
the future. 

The archaeologlcal site of Cyrene is not 
llffilted to these three rronumental ca:np1exes, 
the sanctuary of Apollo , the Acropolis 
and the Agora. Excavations have revealed 
the great interest of the north-eastern 
sector, where the grandiose ruins of the 
~nse Temple of Zeus dominate the Greek 
quarte.c whiCh was restored during the 
Augustan period and inhabited until the 
end of Cyrenian history. 

Elsewhere, Cyrene preserves a necropolis 
corrplex which is numbered arrong the rrost 
extensive and the rrost varied of the An­
tique WJrld. 

ICOmS reccmnends the inscription of the 
site of Cyrene on the World HenLtage List 
on the basis on criteria II, III and VI 
and WJuld emphasis that this capital has 
exerted a considerable influence not only 
wlthln the stream of Antiquity but also 
Wl thm that of the rrodern and contemporary 
period. The dlscovery of its ruins in 1705-
1706 by Claude Lemaire was a date signifi­
cant to the history of Neo-Classism. Our 
knowledge of Hellenic sculpture is tightly 
linked to the flnds made on the site of 
Cyrene during the course of 20th century 
excavatlons by American, Italian, French 
and Liliyan archaeologlcal teams. 

ICOMOS, PariSi Mai 1982 


