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A) IDENI'IFICATION 

Bien propose : Parc archeologique et 
ruines de Quirigua 

Lieu: Depa.rteIrent de Izabal 

Etat partie: Guaterra1.a 

Date: 17 Septembre 1980 

B) REXXM-WIDATION DE L II(l)M)S 

Que Ie bien cul turel proIX>Se soi t ins
cri t sur la liste du PatrinDine M:mdial. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Le site archeologique de Quirigua 
(Guatemala) est, avec celui de Cop:ID 
(Honduras) I I ill1 des termins majeurs de 
la civilisation Maya. 

A Quirigua, des traces d I occupation 
humaine sont attestees des 200 environ 
apres J. C., mais I I aIX'gee de la cite se 
si too a la periode di te du "classique 
tardif", vers 600-900 apres J.C.. Au 
cours du regne de Calac Sky, premier 
souverain historique sUrerrent identifie 
(723-784), Quirigua etait devenu la ca
pi tale d'un etat autonone et prospere: 
I I extraction du jade et de 1 'obsidierme 
dans la haute vallee du rio r.i:>ta9'Ll'\ e
troitenent contrOlee, donnait lieu a ill1 

fructueux COIllIErce de transit vers les 
IX'rts a5tiers de la ner des Caraibes. 
Ce rronopole se maintint encore au IXerre 
siecle. Pour des raioons mal elucidees, 
Quirigua entre ensuite dans une periode 
de decadence. Nous savons qu I au m:rrent 

W)RLD HERITAGE LIST N° 149 
-=~---

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomination: Archeological Park and 
Ruins of Quirigucl 

Location: Cepartment of Izabal 

State party : Guaterra1.a 

Date : September 17, 1980 

B) I<n."OS RECnMMENDATION 

That the proposed cultural property be 
included on the W:>rld Heritage List. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

The archeological site of QuirigUa 
(Guatemala) is, together with that of 
eopan (Honduras), one of the major 
testinonies to the Mayan civilization • 

. At Quirigua, traces of human occupatiOI 
are attested to fran ca. 200 A.D., but 
the zenith of the city may be placed 
during the period known as the "late 
classic", about 600-900 A.D •• During 
the reign of Cauac Sky, the first 
sovereign of the historic period who 
has been identified with certainty 
(723-784), Quiriqua had became the 
capital of an autcncm:::>us and prosperous 
state : the extraction of jade and 
obsidian in the upper valley of the 
Rio M:)tagua, which was tightly controllec 
gave rise to a profitable goods trade 
with the coastal ports of the Caribbean. 
This nonopoly remained in existence 
during the 9th century. For reasons 
which are not clear, 'Qlirigua, 'then, 
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de l' arri vee des "Conquistadores" europeens, 
Ie contrOle de la route du jade avai t ere 
accapare par Ni to, ci re plus proche de la 
cOte des caraibes. 

Bien que Quirigu:l conserve des ruines et 
des vestiges d 'habitat s' ed1.elonnant entre 
200 et 900 apres J .C., la plupart des rronu
:rrents qui lui ont assure l.me celebri re rron
diale datent du VIIIerre siecle, eIXJqUe a 
laquelle la ci re fut entierertent renodelee 
pour etre mise en accord avec sa fonction 
de residence royale et de centre administra
tif. 

les exmple}(9s rronumentaux articules au
tour de la "place centrale", de la "place 
cerenonielle", de la "place du terrple" sont 
renw:quables par leur structure CXll1plexe, 
m systerre tres elabore de pyramides, de 
terrasses, d' escaliers abouti t a rencdeler 
conpleterrent Ie relief naturel et a creer, 
camre a eopan, l.me d:i.mension particuliere. 

les ruines de Quirigua conservent me 
inpressionante serie de steles et de calen
driers sculptes, partiellerrent dechiffres, 
qui constituent me source renm:quable et 
\mique pour 1 'histoire des evenenents so
ciaux, politiques et economiques de la ci
vilisation 1-1a.ya. les sculptures zoorrorr;:hi
ques ou ant.h.ropcm:>rririques sont panni les 
plus belles oeuvres "precolarbiennes" con
nues. 

L 'I<XM)S recx:mnande l' inscription de Qui
rigua sur la liste du Patrirroine ~t:mdial au 
ti tre des cri teres I, II et IV. 

Realisation artistique mique, la capi tale 
de Caua:: Sky a exerce me influence conside
rable dans l'aire rreso-arnericaine; elle of
fre en outre, oorrme <:opan, m exerrple €mi..
nent de structure u:rbaine illustrant l' apo
gee de la civilisation naya. 

D) CDNSERVATICN 

Quiri~ est si tue dans me zone a fort 
danger sismique. Plusieurs rronurents ont en 
outre subi me erosion acc~Ueree du fait du 
clinat tropical. La creation dim musee de 
site, envisagee pour 1981-1983, penrettra de 
nettre aI' abri m certain nonbre de steles 
particulieremmt vulnerables. 

entered into a period of decline. It 
is known that, at the tiIre of the arrival 
of the European "Conquistadores", the 
control of the jade route had been takE-n 
over by Ni to, a city closer to the Caribbean 
coast. 

Although Olirigua has retained ruins 
and vestiges of dwellings ranging from 
beUNeeI1 200 A.D. and 900 A.D., rrost of 
the rromnrents which ensure Quiri~ its 
"WOrld-wide renown date fran the 8th 
century, the period during which the city 
was entirely renndelled in accordance 
with its ftmction as royal residence and 
administrative center. -

The rronurren.tal ~lexes which are 
set out around the "Central Plaza", 
the "Cerem:mial Plaza" and the "Plaza 
of the Temple" are remarkable for the 
carplexi ty of their structure - a 
highly elaborate system of pyramides, 
terraces, and staircases which results 
in a carplete renndelling of the natural 
relief and which creates, as at Copan, 
a singular dinension. 

The ruins of Quiri~ retain an inpres- ... 
sive series of stelae and sculpted cal
endars, partially deciphered, which 
constitute a remarkable and unique 
source of the history of the social, 
political and econanic events of the 
Mayan civilization. The zoarorphic and 
ant.h.ropcm:>rphic sculptures are anong 
the rrost attractive "precolurnbian" 
works known. 

The capital of Cauac Sky, a unique 
artistic creation, has exerted a 
considerable influence on the Meso
American sector; it offers, noreover, 
as does Cooan, an eminent exanple of 
urban structure which illustrates the 
zenith of Mayan civilization. 

D) PRESERVATION 

Quirigucl is a zone of high seismic 
risk. Several nonurren.ts have, nnreover, 
under gone accelerated erosion CMing 
to the tropical climate. The creation of 
an on-site" museum, planned for 1981-1983, 
will penni t a certain number of partie
ula:ry vunerable stelae to be sheltered. 

IO)M)S. Paris, Avril 1981. 


