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Qoo Ie bien cul turel pro};X>se soi t inscri t I 'Ihat the cultural property pro};X>sed be 
sur la Liste du Patrirroine MJndial. 1 included on the World Heritage List. 

C) JUSTI?ICATIO~ 

Ie Shah Abbas de la dynastie iranienne 'Ihe Shah of the Iranian dynasty of the 
des Safavides, qui regna de 1587 il 1628, Safawids, Al::i:>as, who reigned from 1587 to 
choisit };X>ur capitale Ispahan, qu'il reno-: 1628, choose as his capital, Esfahan, 
dela et errbellit nagnifiqueroont. Ie centre: which he nagnificently errbellished and re­
de la cite fut marque par une vaste Place rrodelled. 'lhe centre of the city was accen­
lbyale (~idan-e Shah) si belle et si lar- i ted by a vast Royal Square U1=idan-e Shah) 
ge (512 x 159 m.) qu 'on la SurnoIllPa "1' Ina+ which was so beautiful and so large that 
ge du M:>nde". Elle est bordee sur ses qua-I it was called "The Irrage of the World". 
tre cOtes d' ~fices rronurrentaux, relies It is bordered on each side by four rronurren-
par deux etages d' arcatures superposees: ,tal buildings linked by a series of arcades 
au nord, Ie Portique de <;J:yssariyeh (1602-: . of two stories: to the north, the Portioo 
1619), au sud, la MJsquee Royale (1612- i of Q:yssariyeh (1602-1619), to the south, 
1630), il 1 'eat, la MJsquee du Sheyx Lotfoll the Royal M)sque (1612-1630), to the east, 
lah (1602-1618) et il 1 'ouest, Ie pavilIon I the M:>sque of Sheyx Lotfollah (1602-1618) 
d 'Ali Qapu, petit palais tirrouride (XVe s.) and to the west, the pavilIon of Ali Qapu, 
agrandi et decore par Ie Shah Abbas et ses ~ a snaIl Tirnurid palace (15th century), en-
successeurs. ' larged and decorated by the Shah and his 

De recentes carrpagnes de restauration, successors. 
rrenees avec l' aide techniqt:e de l' IsMEX) et IEcent restoration efforts, SOIre of whim 
dont certaines sont encore en cours, ont i are still in progress, undertaken with the 
assure la consolidation et la preservation technical assistance of the IsMB), have 
de cet enserrble, qui est parvenu jusqu'il assured the consolidation and the conserva-
nous presqt:e sans alterations. tion of this c::orrplex, which has cone dc:wn 



L'Ia:>r-a> reo:mnande I' inscription sur la 
liste du Patrinoine M:mdial au titre des cri­
teres I, V et VI. 

I)La Meidan-e Shah a::>nstitue un ensenble hooo­
gene d'armitecture w:bai.ne, Mifie dans un 
laps de tenps assez bref, selon un 'plan unique, 
cxi1erent et harrconieux. Les nomments ouvrant 
sur la place sont tous rem:u:quables du point 
de vue esthetique. Ci tons en particulier la 
M:>squee Royale, greffee sur Ie cOte sud de la 
place au noyen d 'un pord1.e i.Imense et profond, 
A pans a::>upes, couvert d' une demi -coupole re­
vetue interieurerrent de nosaiques de faience 
Sraillee, cantonne de deux minarets et prolon­
ge A I 'arriere par un "iwan" qui mene ala­
rour en decri vant un angle savant: c' est ainsi 
que, rattachee A un ensenble axe du nord au 
soo, la nosquee n' en est pas noins ri tuelle­
nent orientee du nord-est au sud-est. Le pavil­
Ion d'Ali Qapu oonstituait 1 'entree nonum:m­
tale de la zone de palais et de jardins royaux 
qui s' etendai t par derriere. Ses awartenents 
tout ornes de peintures et largenent ouverts 
sur l' exterieur sont celebres. II presente, 
sur la place, une haute porte (48 m. de haut) 
flanquee de plusieurs etages de salles et sur­
nontee d' une terrasse (tal§r) couverte d' un 
plafond precieux posant sur dix-hui t minces 
rolonnes de bois. Toutes les architectures de 
la M;idan-e Shah, Y oorrpris les arcades, sont 
ornees A profusion de carreaux de ceramique 
funaillee et de peintures, ou domine I' ornenen­
tation florale, amres fleuris, vases, bou;IUets 
etc ••• , sans prejudice de cx:mpositions figurees 
dans Ie style de Riza-i Abbasi, chef de l' ecole 
de peinture d' ISpahan au tenps du Shah .Abbas, 
celebre en Perse et hors de Perse. La M:>squee 
Royale d'Ispahan derreure 1 'exerrple Ie plus 
faneux de 1 'architecture coloree qui, en Iran, 
atteigni t son apogee sous la dynastie Safavide. 

V) La Place Royale d' Ispahan est une reussi te 
urbanistique exceptionnelle en Iran, ou les 
villes presentent d' ordinaire un parcellaire 
serre, sans degagerrent, aI' eXCEption des 
rours des caravanserai Is. C' est I' exenple d' 
une forne d' architecture urbaine vulnerable 
par nature. 

VI) La M;idan-e Shah etait Ie coeur de la ca­
pitale safavide. Sa vaste esplanade sablee 
servai t a -la pronenade, au rasserrblerrent des 
troupes, au jeu de polo, aux fetes, aux exe­
cutions publiques. Tout autour les arcades 
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to nearly intact. 
ICXM>S rec:x>rmends its inscription on the 

w::>rld Heritage List on the basis of criterii 
I, V and VI. 

I) r-Eidan-e Shah oonsti tutes a horrogenous 
uman oorrplex, built over a short tilte span 
and follCMing a unique, ooherent and hanro­
nious plan. Of particular interest is the 
Royal l-Dsque, whim is literally grafted on 
to the south side of the square by rreans of 
deep and i.Imense sectioned porm. It is 
crowned by a half dane, whose interior wall: 
are dressed with enarcelled faisanCE nosaics 
bound by bro minarets, and prolonged to the 
south by a "iwan", leading to an interior 
rourtyard which describes a right angle.-.. 
'Ihus , it is that, although it is part -
whole which has a north/south axis, the m: 
que is , in keeping with tradi tion, ~ 
less, oriented north-east/south-east. 'ilie 
pavilIon of Ali -Qapu fonTS the nenUITEntal 
entrance to the palacial zone and to t:h= 
royal gardens which extend behind it. Its 
appart:nents which are oorrpletely decorated 
wi th paintings and which have wide exterior 
openings are renCMned. On the square, is a 
high portal (48 rreters) , flanked by several 
stories of roans and crowned by a covered 
terrace (tal§r) , whose refined roofing is 
carried by 18 thin wooden oolurms. All of t: 
archi tectural elenents of the M;idan-e Shah 
including the arcades, are adorned with a 
profusion of enanelled ceramic tiles are 
wi th paintings, where the floral ornarren~t 
is dominant, flaYering trees, vases, txale 
•.. , without a prejudiCE for the figurei8ll' 
rorrposi tions in the style of Riza-i Abbasi 
(:renCMned both inside and outside of Persia 

who was head of the school of painting at 
Esfahan during the reign of Shah Abbas. '!he 
Royal M:>sque remains the nest celebrated 
exarrple of the rolorful architecture which, 
in Iran, reached its height under the Safaw 
dynasty. 

V) '!he Royal Square of Esfahan is an urban 
phenonena which is an exception in Iran whe 
the cities are ordinarily tightly parrellea 
wi thout spatial fluidity, the exception bei 
the interior oourts of the caravanseralios. 
It is an exanple of the fonn of naturally 
vulnerable urban architecture. 

VI) The M;idan-e Shah was the heart of the 
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abri Went des boutiques. Au-dessus du portail 
du grand hazar de Qeyssariyeh, une tribune ac­
C\:eillai t des musiciens tx>ur les concerts pu­
blics. I.e "talar" diAli Qapu cxmmmiquait par 
derriere avec une salle du trOne et le roi, 
parfois, l:eoevai t l~ certains anbassadeurs. 
En bref, la Place Royale d I Ispahan est le 
nomment par excellence de la vie socio-cu1tu­
l:elle perse ~ l' ~pclq\E safavide ( jusqu I en 
1722). 
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Safawid capital. Its vast, sandy esplanade 
was used for prooenades, asserrbling troups, 
playing p::>lo, celebrations and for pli>lic 
executions. On all sides, the arcades house 
shcps. Above the tx>rtal of the large hazar of 
Qeyssariyeh is a tribune which acrorrodates 
musicians giving public concerts. '!he War 
of Ali Qapu CX>Imllll'li.cates, fran behind, with 
the throne room where the king occasionally 
reoei ved anbassaCbrs. In short, the Royal 
Square of Esfahan is the m::nurcent of Persian 
socio-cu1 tural life during the Safawid period 
(until 1722). 

Paris, ICQM)S. 


