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HISTORY

• Kluane National Park and Reserve (Canada) and 
Wrangell St. Elias National Monument (United 
States) were inscribed as the first transboundary
World Heritage Site in October 1979

• Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve (United 
States) was inscribed as an addition to the site in 
December 1992

• The Tatshenshini-Alsek Provincial Wilderness 
Park was added to the existing World Heritage Site 
in 1994



THE LARGEST PROTECTED TERRESTRIAL AREA IN 
THE WORLD  

• 24.3 million acres

• Spans the border between Canada and the 
United States of America

• Spans Alaska, the Yukon and British Columbia

• Managed by the US National Parks Service, BC 
Parks and Parks Canada

• Kluane is cooperatively managed by Parks 
Canada and the Kluane Park Management Board



STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
• Largest non-polar icefield in the world
• Examples of some of the world’s longest and most 
spectacular glaciers
• Property transitions from northern interior to coastal 
biogeoclimatic zones
• High biodiversity with plant and animal communities 
ranging from marine, coastal forest, montane, sub-alpine 
and alpine tundra, all in various successional stages
• Tatshenshini and Alsek river valleys are pivotal because 
they allow ice-free linkages from coast to interior for 
plant and animal migration
• Parks demonstrate some of the best examples of 
glaciation and modification of landscape by glacial action 
in a region still tectonically active, spectacularly beautiful, 
and where natural processes prevail



The Criteria used to select the Site:

(vii) To contain superlative natural 
phenomena or areas of exceptional natural 
beauty and aesthetic importance;



(viii) To be outstanding examples representing 
major stages of earth’s history, including the record 
of life, significant on-going geological processes in 
the development of landforms, or significant 
geomorphic or physiographic features;



(ix) To be outstanding examples representing significant 
on-going ecological and biological processes in the 
evolution and development of terrestrial, fresh water, 
coastal and marine ecosystems and communities of plants 
and animals;



(x) To contain the most important 
and significant natural habitats for 
in-situ conservation of biological 
diversity, including those containing 
threatened species of outstanding 
universal value from the point of 
view of science or conservation.



With all four protected areas contributing to the 
significance of the World Heritage Site, cooperation and 
coordination between the three government agencies 
that manage the areas (US National Park Service, Parks 
Canada, British Columbia Ministry of Environment) 
ensures that the World Heritage Site is managed by a 
common set of principles. 



LIKE MINDED PARTNERS

• Borderlands Conference

• River Management Conference

• River Management Trips



Management goals and objectives for the Kluane / 
Wrangell-St. Elias / Glacier Bay / Tatshenshini-
Alsek World Heritage Site have been developed 
through publicly supported management plans for 
each protected area. 



• Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve 
General Management Plan completed in 1984 

• Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and 
Preserve General Management Plan 
completed in 1986

• Kluane National Park and Reserve 
Management Plan completed in 2004

• Management direction for Tatshenshini-
Alsek Park is provided in the Management 
Direction Statement (2000) until a 
comprehensive Management Plan can be 
prepared



Common Guiding Principles
• Park System Management

• Overall Park Management

• Conservation/Natural Resource Management

• Conservation/Cultural Resource Management

• Recreation/Visitor Use and Interpretation

• Science/Research

• First Nations/Native Alaskans
• Inter-jurisdictional cooperation



The current management plans incorporate 
recognition of the Parks’ stature as part of a 
World Heritage Site.

As an example, a strategic goal in the Kluane
plan states natural values that led to the 
inscription of Kluane/Wrangell-St. Elias/Glacier 
Bay/Tatshenshini-Alsek as a World Heritage Site 
are safeguarded and understood.



While the essential 
elements of the 
Statement of 
Significance are 
already reflected in 
the current 
management plans, 
the statement will be 
incorporated into the 
next management 
plans.



The new Statement of Significance will not alter the way 
in the protected areas are managed but it will serve to 
reaffirm the Guiding Principles which are common to the 
agencies.



We will continue to work with our partners, guided by the 
values ingrained in the Statement of Significance, as we 
strive to protect the site in accordance with the mutual 
values of the World Heritage Committee and our own.



Thank You!


