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* State of Conservation Reports  
 
1994 Bureau, WHC-94/CONF.001//3b - State of
conservation at the request of the authorities:
deterioration of mural paintings in the caves, salt
migration is partially responsible. The large amount
of cement access galleries, might be a contributory
cause. 
 
The three monasteries at the foot of the cliff are
derelict, they need to be repaired rather than rebuilt.
The residential caves are not open to the public, if
displayed, access should be provided by more
discrete means than actual concrete galleries.
Security lamp posts in front of the residential caves
are to be replaced by less obtrusive lights at ground
level. The modern blockhouse on top of the cliff is to
be demolished and rebuilt in a less prominent
position, further away from the face of the cliff. 
 
The new Exhibition Centre is on the point of
completion. Although its main body is skillfully
concealed, the entrance, is dominated on one side
by a concrete-and-brick tower in Han-dynasty style.
These features have no connection with the site.
Recommendation to demolish the tower, the wall
lowered to act only as a retaining wall and the stark
area of paving reduced in size or landscaped with
trees. 
 


