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surplombe un petit villa-

au pled ‘du mont; elle forme
2Xe architectural d'une grande
édifié par reprises et
‘ons succesives tout au long du
Le monastére de Saint-Michel
1l-de=-la-Mer fut fondé en 9656
Toines bénédictins, venus de
andrll‘e, mais il y avait long-
qu'un sanctuaire avait été dédié
change en ce lieu. La plus ancie-
artie actuelle, la petite église
&-romane & deux nefs de Notre-Dame-
us-terre, en magonnerie de granit et

obrigues plates, remonte sans doute
au Xe siécle.
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port de l'époque romans est encore
ible dans la nef de l'abbatiale,
et la croisée s'appuie sur le sommet
rocher, et dans un groupe de bitiments
conventuels é&tagés, irréguliers, exigus
et trapus ( aumdnerie ou galerie de 1'A-
-quilon, promenoir des moines dont la
voite, construite aprés 1103, serait un
<zs pius anciens exemples de croisées
d'ogives)
Mais ce sont les maitres d'oeuvre de l'é-
-voJue gothique qui , tout en tirant le
leur parti de l'espace restreint,
ventérent les hautes murailles, les mas-
ses élancées, les volumes ajourés, les
lracles aériens ol s'exalte si heureu-
~ement la silhouette aigué& du rocher.
Pour l'élégance de sa conception, le nou-
-veau corps de badtiments conventuels, é-
-4ifié 3 partir de 1204, mérite le sur-
- wm de "Merveille": il comprend, au-des-
~>ds de l'aumbnerie du XIIe siécle, les
célébres salles dites des. HOtes et des
Chevaliers ( avec voltes d'ogives retom-
-bant sur des colonnades centrales) et,
au dernier étager, outre l'immense vais-
-sezu du réfectoire, le cloitre, aux
colonnettes en quinconce, et gqui ouvre
a'un cbté sur la mer. Parmi les nqgmbreu-
-ses acjonctlons plus tardives, il faut
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L'Icoros recommande 1 lnscrlptlon au titre
critéras I, III et VI.

commencé en 1448 d l'empla-
du choeur roman qui s'était ef-
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2. Par l'alliance inédite du site naturel

2z de l'architecture, le Mo“t Saint- Michel
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ZII. Le Mont Saint-Michel est un ensemble
z.ns aguivalent tant par la coexistence
! ;‘a; nave et de son village fortifié
sur 'esoace reserré d'un 1ilot, gue par

to the foot of the
-tain; it forms an architecturszl et
-plex of great originality, bullc =7
successive restructurings and addixi
-ons througn out the Middle Aces. Ta

monastery of Saint-Michel-au-2?2ril-
de-la-Mer was founded in 9oo vy bahe
-dictine monks, originating frox St

Wandrille; however, on this locatzion
a sanctuary cdedicated to the Archans
had existed for a longtime. Tha oide.
part of the present abbey, tiae small
pre-romanesque church, Notre-Dame-
sous-Terre, comprised of a double na-
-ve, in granite masonry ané flat
bricks, dates back undoubtedly to
10th century.

The contribution of the Romanescue
period is still visible; in the nave
of the abbey church, whose crossing
is supported by the rock summit, and
in a group of conventual buildings

( staggered, irregular, exiguous an
squat), the chaplain's residence or
gallery of Aguilon, the covered gall:
-ry of the monks of which the vauiti:
constructed after 1103, would be one
of the earliest examples of ribred
vaulting.

But it is the masters of the Gotaic
period, profiting as best tLey coulc
from the restrained area, who inven-
-ted the high walls, the soaring
-ses, the open volumes, the
pinacles is which is so harmOHLO"”
reflected the sharp silhouette cf
rock. The new body of conventuzl
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buildings, built from 1204, merits
the name "Merveille" (Marvel) Zfor =n
elegance of its conception. It comdr

-ses above the chaplain's residenca
of the 12th century, the celebrated
rooms known as the "HOtes" and *1
"Chevaliers" (with rib vaulcs wi
spring from the central colonna
and, on uppermost flcor, beside
immense body of the refectory,

cloister, with colonnettes grou
in fives, which is open on c¢cre

o0 the sea. Among the numerous

additions, wnich snould 2

is the flamboyant choir o:Z
church, begun in 1448 to re
Romanesque choir which had

colravsed.

icomos recommends nCLuS
this property cn Worla
List based on criteria I,
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VI. Le Mont Saint-Michel est un des
nauts lieux de la civilisation chré-
-tienne mé&diévale. ‘

1. Mont Saint-Michel constitutes a
unigque aesthetic realization wiicnh
may be attributed to the unprecedente

union of the natural site
architecture.

III. Mont Saint-Michel is
ensemble, as much because
co-~existence of the abbey
fotified village with the
limits of a small island,

and the

an ureguale
of the
and its
confined
as for tne

originality of the placerment of the
buildings which confer on it its un-

-forgettable silhouette.

VI. Mont Saint-Michel is one of the
most important sites of medieval

Christian civilization.
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IUCN REVIEW

World Heritage Nomination

. NAME: Le Mont Saint—-Michel et sa Baie

LOCATION: Basse Normandie et Bretagne

NOMINATED BY:

DOCUMENTATION:
i) Nomination form
ii) Two articles:

a) Le Mont St. Michel entre terre et mer

b) Un projet pour préserver l'insularité du Mont St. Michel

c¢) Additional documentation sent to ICOMOS as the site is pre-
dominantly of cultural interest

EVALUATION:

The area has been evaluated against the operational guidelines for
the implementation of the World Heritage Convention as amended by the
World Heritage Committee at its 2nd Meeting.

1. IUCN has no comment on the cultural characteristics or qualities
of the site except as they relate to man and his natural environment.

2. The nomination meets criteria C.10 (iii) "exceptional combination of
natural and cultural elements'. The "island" provided the natural
site which has been complemented by the sensitive architectural design
and placement of structures.

3. The nomination also meets criteria C.10 (iii) (c) "interaction between

man and his natural environment'.

In this respect the building of the dyke has commenced the degradation

of the original site quality as an "island" in a bay by changing the
deposition pattern of tidally shifted sediments. The "island" is gradually
being encompassed by tidal flats and marshes. In this respect, the "inter-
action between man and nature" is gradually reducing the unique character
of the site. It is an outstanding illustration of what man can do when he
does not fully understand the natural processes which he is disrupting or
has disrupted already.



RECOMMENDATION:

Mont St. Michel should be placed on the World Heritage List because
of its exceptional combination of natural and cultural elements.

International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources

April 1979



Mont Saint-Michel and its Bay (France)

No 80

1. BASIC DATA
State Party: France
Name of property: Mont-Saint-Michel and its Bay

Location: Departements of La Manche and of
Ille-et-Vilaine, Regions of Basse-
Normandie and Bretagne

Inscription: 1979
Brief Description:

Perched on a rocky islet in the midst of vast sandbanks
exposed to powerful tides between Normandy and Brittany
stand the 'Wonder of the West', a Gothic-style Benedictine
abbey dedicated to the archangel St Michael, and the
village that grew up in the shadow of its great walls. Built
between the 11™ and 16™ centuries, the abbey is a technical
and artistic four de force, having had to adapt to the
problems posed by this unique natural site.

2. ISSUES RAISED
Background

As part of the Periodic Reporting process for Europe, the
State Party identified the need to put in place appropriate
buffer zones for eight inscribed properties, of which this is
one.

Modification

In the Periodic Report the State party acknowledged that
the existing buffer zone was inadequate and now proposes
a much enlarged zone which includes part of the bay, a
Ramsar site, and the communes abutting the inscribed
property. Within this buffer zone the areas immediately
next to the main part of the inscribed property, that is the
island Benedictine abbey, (as opposed to the narrow shore
line either side) are either site classé, site inscrit or part of
the Ramsar site.

3. ICOMOS RECOMMENDATIONS

ICOMOS recommends that the buffer zone for Mont-Saint-
Michel and its Bay (France) be approved.
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Map showing the boundaries of the proposed buffer zone



Mont Saint-Michel (France)

No 80

1. IDENTIFICATION

Etat partie : France
Nom du bien Mont-Saint-Michel et sa baie
Lieu : Départements de La Manche et de

I'Tlle-et-Vilaine, régions Basse-
Normandie et Bretagne

Inscription : 1979
Breve description :

Sur un ilot rocheux au milieu de gréves immenses
soumises au va-et-vient de puissantes marées, a la
limite entre la Normandie et la Bretagne, s'élévent la «
merveille de I'Occident », abbaye bénédictine de style
gothique dédiée a I'archange saint Michel, et le village
né a l'abri de ses murailles. La construction de
I'abbaye, qui s'est poursuivie du Xle au XVlIe siécle,
en s'adaptant a un site naturel trés difficile, a été un
tour de force technique et artistique.

2. PROBLEMES SOULEVES
Antécédents

Dans le cadre de la soumission des rapports
périodiques pour I’Europe, I’Etat partie a identifié la
nécessité de mettre en place des zones tampon
appropriées pour huit biens inscrits, dont celui-ci.

Modification

Dans le rapport périodique 1’Etat partie reconnait que
la zone tampon existante n’est pas adaptée et propose
une zone beaucoup plus vaste qui inclut la baie, un site
protégé par la convention de Ramsar, et les communes
jouxtant le bien inscrit. A I’intérieur de cette zone
tampon, les zones touchant directement le bien inscrit,
a savoir 1’abbaye bénédictine (contrairement a la rive
étroite de chaque co6té du bien), sont soit des sites
classés, soit des sites inscrits, soit une partie du site
Ramsar.

3. RECOMMANDATIONS DE L’ICOMOS

L’ICOMOS recommande que la zone tampon du
Mont-Saint-Michel et sa baie (France) soit approuvée.
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Carte indiquant les délimitations de la zone tampon proposée
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