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WORLD HERITAGE LIST 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomination: Delos 

Location : Cyclades 

State Party : Greece 

Date: 6 October, 1989 

B) ICOKOS RECOKKENDATION 

That the proposed cultural property be included on the World 
Heritage List on the basis of Criteria II, III, IV and VI. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Like Delphi and the Acropolis in Athens (included in 1987), 
Epidaurus (included in 1988) and Olympus (1989), Delos is a site 
crucial to the credibility of the World Heritage List. 

Delos is a minuscule island stretching only 5 km north to south 
and a scant 1.3 km from east to west. Nestled between Mykonos 
and Rheneia, Delos does not owe its specialness to its 
landscape- the fairly flat terrain rises only to 112.6 m at 
Mount Kynthos, and the subtle beauty of its shores and beaches 
pales in comparison with other sites in the archipelago- but to 
a legend which secured it a place in history. It was here, say 
the Greeks, that Apollo, the son of Zeus and Leto, was born. 
Like Delphi, albeit for a different reason, Delos is the major 
sanctuary dedicated to Apollo, the Titan god par excellence, one 
of the most important in the Hellenic pantheon. 

On the island, which had already been the site of earlier human 
settlements (sparse during the Neolithic age, occupation was 
more dense during the Mycenian period), everything revolved 
around the sanctuary of Apollo, which was the seat of the 
Ionian Amphictyonia. The Naxians, the Parians and the Athenians 
disputed the site, with the latter triumphing under Pisitrates 
(c.540-528 B.C.). They ordered the first purification of the 
place. In 454,the treasure of the Delian Confederacy, which 
replaced the Amphictyonia, was moved to Athens. In 426 a 
second purification decree forbade being born or dying at Delos. 
Pregnant women and terminally ill persons were to be 
transported to the island of Rheneia. The decision, strongly 
motivated by religious reasons, was not without political 
considerations. 
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In 422 in a move to strengthen Athenian domination, the Delians 
were deported en masse. Except for some interludes of reprieves 
and truces, their exile lasted until 314 when Delos regained its 
independence in principle and again became the center of an 
island confederation that was tolerated and more or less 
controlled by the Lagides of Egypt ane later by the Macedonians. 

In 166 the Delians were again ousted, this time by the Roman 
Senate, which wished to supplant trade at Rhodes by making Delos 
a free port. It was a landmark decision that signaled the end 
of a period dominated by religious and political considerations 
and the beginning of a phase of economic expansion as had 
presaged the extent of diplomatic and commercial relations 
reflected in the honorific decrees of the late 3rd century B.C. 
in favour of the rich foreign benefactors of the sanctuary. The 
great era of maritime trade ended only in 69 B.C. with the 
sacking of the island by Athenodoros, the last of a series of 
disastrous events. 

Abandoned in the 6th century, captured successively by the 
Byzantines (727), the Slavs (769), the Sarrasins (821), the 
Venetians, the Hospitalars of St. John of Jersusalem and the 
Ottomans, Delos was turned into a quarry site. The columns of 
its temples were consumed by the lime kilns, the walls of its 
houses left in ruins. Today the island's landscape consists 
solely of ruins unearthed systematically since 1872. On an 
archaeological site estimated at 95 hectares, 25 hectares have 
been excavated. The principal zones are: the northeast coastal 
plain (the sanctuary of Apollo, the Agora of the Competialiasts 
and the Agora of the Delians); the Sacred Lake region (the 
Agora of Theophastos, the Agora of the Italians, the renowned 
Terrace of Lions and the Institution of the Poseidoniastes of 
Berytos (Beirut»); the Mt. Kynthos area (the Terrace of the 
Sanctuaries of the Foreign Gods and the Heraion);and the theatre 
quarter, whose poignant ruins have been overrun by vegetation. 
The ruins of the temples and the agoras are often overshadowed 
by the sheer size of the richly decorated Hellenistic houses, 
the ostentatious signs of the commercial wealth of Delos. 

ICOMOS recommends that Delos be included on the World Heritage 
List on the basis of Criteria II, III, IV and VI. 

- Criterion II. The island of Delos is among the first important 
Greek sites in the Aegean world to have captured the attention 
of archaeologists. As early as 1455, Cyriac of Ancona,one of 
the founding fathers of archeology ("I ressuscitate the dead", 
he said in defining the discipline), visited the ruins. He 
made drawings and described the Naxian colossus of Apollo. It 
was a favorite subject in travelers' sketchbooks, such as the 
one kept by S. de Vries in 1673. In the 17th century, the 
Venetians removed it to their city, placing it at the entrance 
to the Arsenal of Venice where there still stands today one of 
the ancient marble lions of Naxos from the terrace of Lions. 
Other works were transported to Rome and to England. 



Delos had considerable influence on the development of 
architecture and monumental arts during the Greco-Roman 
period, such as seen in the immense Hellenistic sanctuary 
whose treasure of masterpieces has disappeared today. This 
influence was matched later by the important role it has 
played since the 15th century in furthering our knowledge of 
ancient Greek art from a widely renowned site. 

Criterion III. The island of Delos bears unique witness to the 
civilizations of the Aegean world in the 3rd millenium B.C. 
(groundworks of prehistoric huts were discovered at the top of 
Mount Kynthos). During the Paleo-Christian era, it was the 
seat of the bishopric of the Cyclades which ruled over the 
islands of Mykonos, Syros, Seriphos, Kythnos and Keos. From 
the 7th century B.C. to the pillage by Athenodoros, the island 
of Delos was one of the principal Panhellenic sanctuaries. The 
feast of the Delians, which was celebrated every four years in 
the month of May until 316 B.C., included gymnastic, 
equestrian and musical competitions, strange Archaic Age 
dances, theatrical productions and banquets. Like the Olympic 
Games and the Pythic Games, it was one of the major events in 
the Greek world. 

- Criterion IV. The archaeological site of Delos restores the 
image of an extremely important cosmopolitan Mediterranean 
port that began to prosper in 314 B.C., reaching outstanding 
levels during the 2nd and 1st centuries B.C. when the average 
population is estimated to have been 25,000. Warehouses and 
trading companies abounded, large residential areas were 
established, public buildings were founded by associations of 
bankers, traders and shipowners and were placed under the 
protection of Hermes (Hermaists), Apollo (Apolloniasts) and 
Poseidon (Poseidoniasts). Moreover, there was an unprecedented 
number of sanctuaries reserved for foreign religions : temples 
of Sarapis, Isis and Anubis, temples to the Syrian gods Haadad 
and Atargatis located on the flanks of Mount Kynthos, and even 
a synagogue in the stadium district. All this provides an 
outstanding example of an architectural ensemble that 
illustrates a significant historical period marked by the 
island's independence (316 B.C.), the second exile of the 
Delians (166 B.C.) and the fall of Corinth (146 B.C.) and 
which lasted until the troubles of the first century. 

- Criterion VI. Delos is directly and materially associated with 
one of the principal myths of Hellenic civilization. It was on 
this arid islet that Leto, made pregnant by Zeus and fleeing 
the vengeance of Hera, gave birth to Apollo and Artemis after 
a difficult labor. According to the Homeric hymn composed 
circa 700 B.C., the island which until then had been floating 
became anchored to the floor of the ocean. The newborn Phoebus­
Apollo threw off his swaddling clothes, bathed the universe in 
light and began walking with his cithar and his bow. Kynthos, 
the mountain of Zeus, and the wheel-shaped lake close to which 
the pregnant Leto suffered labor pains for nine days and 
nights, remain essential landmarks of the island's sacred 
geography, which was clearly defined by the additions made to 
the Delian sanctuary to Apollo between the 6th and the 1st 
centuries B.C. 



22 

ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

rCOMOS, sensitive to the beauty of the Delian landscape, 
recommends that the Greek authorities ensure the maintenance of 
their policy of tourist flow control on this fragile and 
overfrequented site. Grateful for the absence of large hotel 
structures, rCOMOS recommends the continuation of the principle 
of guided day tours that exclude the possibility of lodging on 
the island which must needs be protected in its entirety. 

rCOMOS further recommends that general protection of the sites of 
Rheneia, of Lesser Rheumatiari and of Greater Rheumatiari be 
undertaken as these sites are indissociably linked to the 
history of Delos. 

rCOMOS, April 1990 
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LISTE DU PATRIMOINE MONDIAL 

A) IDENTIFICATION 
, 

Bien propose : 

Lieu Cyclade s 

Etat partie : 

Dat e 6 octobre 1989 

B) RECOHHANDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

Que Ie bien culturel propose soit inscrit sur la Liste du 
Patrimoine mondial au titre des criteres II, III, IV et VI. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Comme Delphes et l'Acropole d'Athenes (inscrits en 1987), comme 
Epidaure (inscrit en 1988), comme Olympie (inscrit en 1989), 
Delos est un site indispensable a la credibilite de la Liste du 
Patrimoine mondial. 
Cette ile minuscule (5 km du nord au sud, guere plus de 1,3 km 
d'est en ouest), arrimee comme un canot entre Mykonos et Rhenee, 
ne doit son caractere exceptionnel ni a un relief modeste qui 
culmine a 112,60 m sur Ie Mont Cynthe, ni a des cotes et a des 
plages dont la beaute discrete ne souffre pas la comparaison 
avec d'autres sites de l'archipel, mais a une legende qui l'a 
faite entrer dans l'histoire : c'est ici, selon les Grecs, que 
naquit Apollon l fils de Zeus ~t de Leto. Delos est comme 
Delphes, mais a un titre different, Ie sanctuaire majeur de 
cette divinite ouranienne par excellence, l'une des plus grandes 
du Pantheon hellenique. 

De fait, sur un site deja marque par l'occupation humaine 
(mediocrement au neolithique et de fa~on plus dense durant la 
periode mycenienne), tout s'organisa d'abord en fonction du 
sanctuaire d'Apollon, siege de l'Amphictyonie des loniens, 
dispute entre les Naxiens, les Pariens et les Atheniens qui s'en 
rendirent maitres so us Pisistrate (c. 540-528) et procederent 
alors a sa premiere purification. En 454, Ie tresor de la Ligue 
de Delos, substituee a l'Amphictyonie, fut transporte a Athenes. 
En 426, une seconde ordonnance de purification fit interdiction 
de naitre et de mourir a Delos, femmes en couches et moribonds 
devant etre transportes dans l'ile de Rhenee. Cette decision, 
dont les motivations religieuses sont fortes, n'etait pas 
exempte d'arrieres-pensees politiques : en 422, pour mieux 
assurer l'hegemonie athenienne, les Deliens furent deportes en 
masse. 
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Leur exil, entrecoupe de remissions et de treves, ne prit fin 
que vers 314, quand Delos recouvra une independance de principe 
et redevint Ie centre d'une confederation insulaire, toleree et 
plus ou moins controlee par les Lagides d'Egypte puis par les 
Macedoniens. 
La nouvelle eviction des Deliens, prononcee en 166 a 
l'instigation du Senat de Rome desireux de supplanter Ie 
commerce de Rhodes en creant a Delos un port franc, illustre, a 
la maniere d'un repere, la fin d'une periode dominee par des 
enjeux religieux et politiques et Ie debut d'une phase 
d'expansion economique que laissait presager l'ampleur des 
relations diplomatiques et commerciales attestees, des la fin du 
IIIe siecle, par les decrets honorifiques decernes aux riches 
bienfaiteurs etrangers du sanctuaire. L'ere du grand commerce 
maritime ne prit fin qu'en 69 avant J.C. avec Ie pillage de 
l'ile par Athenodoros qui concluait une serie de desastres. 

Abandonnee au VIe siecle, prise successivement par les Byzantins 
(727), les Slaves (769), les Sarrasins (821), les Venitiens, les 
Hospitaliers de Saint-Jean de Jerusalem, puis les Ottomans, 
Delos, transformee en carriere, voyait les colonnes de ses 
temples consumees dans les fours a chaux et les murs de ses 
maisons dilapides. L'ile n'offre aujourd'hui qu'un paysage de 
ruines systematiquement mises a jour depuis 1872. Dans un site 
archeologique dont la superficie est estimee a 95 hectares, 25 
hectares environ ont ete degages. Les principales zones sont, 
sur la plaine littorale nord-ouest, celIe du sanctuaire 
d'Apollon, avec l'Agora des Competaliastes et l'Agora des 
Deliens, celIe du lac Sacre, avec l'Agora de Theophrastos, 
l'Agora des Italiens, la celebre Terrasse des Lions et 
l'Etablissement des Poseidoniastes de Berytos (Beyrouth), Ie 
quartier du Cynthe avec sa Terrasse des dieux etrangers et son 
Heraion, Ie quartier du theatre dont les ruines emouvantes sont 
envahies par la vegetation. 
Signes ostentatoires de la richesse marchande de Delos, les 
maisons hellenistiques au riche decor dominent souvent de leurs 
masses imposantes les ruines des temples et des agoras. 

L'ICOMOS recommande l'inscription de Delos sur la Liste du 
Patrimoine mondial au titre des criteres II, III, IV et VI. 

- Critere II. L'ile de Delos est l'un des premiers grands sites 
grecs du monde egeen a avoir retenu l'attention des 
archeologues. Des 1455, Cyriaque d'Ancone, l'un des peres 
fondateurs de l'archeologie -"je ressuscite les morts" disait­
il pour definir cette discipline- visitait ses ruines, 
dessinait et decrivait Ie colosse de l'Apollon des Naxiens, 
qui devint par la suite Ie sujet favori des carnets de dessins 
des voyageurs, comme S. de Vries en 1673. Au XVlle siecle, les 
Venitiens emporterent pour Ie placer a l'entree de l'Arsenal 
de Venise o~ il se trouve toujours l'un des lions archaiques 
en marbre de Naxos de la Terrasse des Lions. D'autres oeuvres 
partirent pour Rome et pour l'Angleterre. 



L'influence exercee par Delos sur Ie developpement de 
l'architecture et des arts monumentaux, considerable au cours de 
la periode greco-romaine, comme celIe de tout grand sanctuaire 
hellenique riche en chefs-d'oeuvre aujourd'hui disparus, se 
double ainsi d'un role non negligeable joue, a partir du XVe 
siecle, dans l'identification de l'art grec archaique a partir 
d'un site de grande renommee. 

Critere III. L'ile de Delos apporte un temoignage unique sur 
les civilisations du monde egeen du IIIeme millenaire avant 
J.C. (des fonds de cabanes prehistoriques ont ete decouverts 
au sommet du Cynthe) a l'epoque paleochretienne, ou elle fut 
Ie siege de l'eveche des Cyclades dont dependaient les iles de 
Mykonos, Syros, Seriphos, Kythnos et Keos. Du VIle siecle au 
pillage de l'ile par Athenodoros, Delos a ete l'un des 
principaux sanctuaires panhelleniques. La fete des Delia, 
celebree tous les quatre ans au mois de mai jusqu'en 316 avant 
J.C. avec ses concours gymniques, hippiques et musicaux, ses 
curieuses danses archaiques, ses representations dramatiques 
et ses banquets constituait, a l'instar des Jeux Olympiques et 
des Jeux Pythiques, l'un des grands rendez-vous du monde grec. 

- Critere IV. Le site archeologique de Delos restitue l'image 
d'un tres grand port cosmopolite mediterraneen dont la 
prosperite, amorcee des 314, fut extraordinaire aux lIe et Ier 
siecles avant J.C. ou la population moyenne de l'ile est 
evaluee a 25.000 habitants.L'accumulation des entrepots et des 
maisons de commerce, l'existence de grands quartiers 
d'habitation, la presence de batiments publics fondes par des 
associations de banquiers, de commer9ants, d'armateurs placees 
sous la protection d'Hermes (hermaistes)~ d'Apollon 
(apolloniastes), de Poseidon (poseidoniastes), Ie nombre 
inegale de sanctuaires reserves aux religions etrangeres -des 
temples de Sarapis, Isis et Anubis a ceux des divinites 
syriennes Hadad et Atargatis sur la terrasse du Cynthe jusqu'a 
la synagogue du quartier du stade-offrent un exemple eminent 
d'ensemble architectural illustrant la periode historique 
significative marquee par l'independance (316 avantJ.C.), la 
seconde eviction des Deliens (166 avant J.C.), la chute de 
Corinthe (146 avant J.C.) jusqu'aux troubles du Ier siecle. 

- Critere VI. Delos est directement et materiellement associee 
a un des mythes majeurs de la civilisation hellenique : c'est 
sur cet ilot aride que Leto, enceinte des oeuvres de Zeus et 
fuyant la vengeance d'Hera, donna naissance a Apollon et 
Artemis, apres un douloureux accouchement. Selon l'hymne 
homerique compose vers 700 avant J.C., l'ile, jusque la 
flottante, fut alors ancree au fond de la mer; Phoibos-Apollon 
nouveau-ne, rejetant ses langes, inonda l'univers de lumiere 
et se mit en marche avec sa cithare et son arc. 
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Le Cynthe, montagne de Zeus, Ie lac "en forme de roue" pres 
duquel la parturiente souffrit neuf jours et neuf nuits, 
restent des reperes essentiels de la geographie sacree de 
l'ile, definitivement fixee par les amenagements du sanctuaire 
d'Apollon delien du VIe au Ier siecle avant J.C. 

Observations de l'ICOMOS 

L'ICOMOS, sensible ~ la beaute du paysage delien, recommande aux 
autorites grecques de veiller au maintien de la politique du 
controle des flux touristiques, dans un site fragile et menace 
de surfrequentation. Se felicitant de l'absence de structures 
hotelieres lourdes, l'ICOMOS recommande Ie maintien du principe 
des visites guidees excluant tout sejour dans l'ile, qui doit 
etre integralement protegee. 
L'ICOMOS recommande en outre une protection globale des sites de 
Rhenee, du Petit Rhevrnatiari et du Grand Rhevmatiari, 
indissolublement lies ~ l'histoire de Delos. 

ICOMOS, Avril 1990 
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