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A) IDERTIPICATIOR 

Nomination : Cathedral, St. Augustine Abbey and St. Martin's 
Church at Canterbury 

Location : County of Kent 

State Party : United Kingdom 

Date : December 30, 1987 

B) ICOHOS BECOMMENDATIOH 

That the proposed cultural property be included on the World 
Heritage List on the basis of criteria I, 11 and VI. 

C) JUSTIFICATIOM 

Within the urban perimeter of Canterbury, the United Kingdom 
proposes three distinct cultural properties: the modest St. 
Martin's Church; the ruins of St. Augustine Abbey; and the 
superb Christ Church Cathedral. These three monuments-- whose 
size, condition of preservation, qualities and, moreover, 
reputation do not meet the same standards-- are milestones in 
the religious history of the regions of Great Britain. They 
bear testimony to the beginnings of Christianity, the mission of 
St. Augustine, apostle of the Heptarchy, and to the murder of 
Thomas a Becket, which are just a few of the events which 
preceded the Reformation. 

St. Martin's Church, to the east, located outside the Roman 
Durovernua enclosure, existed in 597 when, according to Bede, 
the monk Augustine was sent from Rome by Gregory the Great to 
bring Chqlatianity to the Saxon kingdom of Kent, whose king, 
Ethelbert,, had married a Frank princess, Bertha. Because of 
successive changes to the structure, any definitive chronology 
is hypothetical. The very simple plan and the masonry appear to 
prove that the existing church was built for the most part 
hclnrs thn Rth clnntury. Tt rtndc,uht~tll y tnc.ludea II Roman 
structure from the 4th century. 

rbr thy CIIUIC~ it18:ti113d WIIIIIII III~ lit~y wtiit~, WIII~III nt. Au~u~Ic~I\~ 

jnsde hia c4thedral-- prohahly at the very spat where Christ 

I!lilw.ll nI/wth -- llto.II I tljq IId! IWll Illtt’rlurm~, llrwVP~, trrhti HI! 

the abbey where, according to Bede, the apostle of the Anglo- 
Saxons established the forty Benedictine monks who accompanied 
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him, are still visible, half-way between St. Martin's Church and 
the Cathedral. The abbey was dedicated to the apostles Peter and 
Paul. It included oratories and chapels; excavations have 
revealed parts of the plan. The primitive institution, veritable 
cradle of Benedictine monasticism in England, was restored 
following Scandinavian invasions by St. Dunstan who, in 978, 
dedicated a new structure to St. Augustine. Modifications made 
during the 11th century, both before and after the Norman 
Conquest, have not erased the plans of earlier churches which, 
like a palimpsest, can still be read. Conversely, the abbey 
buildings virtually disappeared in their entirety following 
dissolution of the Community by Henry VIII in 1538. The royal 
Palace which stood in their place was located against the 
northern side aisle of the nave. It included the gutter wall 
and a few old portions, but this structure too has disappeared. 

The main element of the nomination, Christ Church Cathedral, a 
major building of medieval architecture, is striking first of 
all in the vastness of its size (168 m long from east to west), 
but also in the special conceptual approach adopted. Two 
distinct structures seem to appear, marked inside by prior 
Chillenden's roodscreen (1411) crossing the nave on the west 
transept, and outside by the tall Bell Harry Tower. 

To the east, partially covering a huge Roman crypt with admirably 
carved capitals, which was enlarged in the direction of the 
sanctuary, is some of the most beautiful architectural space of 
Early Gothic art : the choir, the east transept, an unfinished 
apse, on either side of which stand Romanesque chapels dedicated 
to St. Andrew and St. Anselm, Trinity Chapel -a veritable apse 
which was added to the earlier apse- and the circular Corona 
Chapel. The coherency and almost perfect homogeneity of the 
architecture of the east portion of the cathedral, whose 
strength, balance and brightness bring to mind models found in 
northern France, illustrate from west to east, the successive 
work of two architects, as described by a contemporary, Gervais. 
The two architects, William of Sens, a Frenchman, and William 
the Engli *worked at the site from 1174 to-1184. This 
period co ads to when Archbishop Thomas a Becket was 
murdered 5 then canonized (1172). This made the Cathedral 
a site of ent pilgrimages, which brought to the city ever 
larger congregations of people. Construction continued toward 
the east at the same time pilgrims and offerings poured upon the 
site. The Corona, where the relics of St. Thomas of Canterbury 
displayed, mark the logical culmination of this prosperous 
period. 

To the west the nave (ea. 1380) and the fa9ade (the south-west 
tower, ca. 14201, with their very pure Perpendicular style, 
provide balance to the constructions on the eastern side. The 
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archirectttre and tenlarkable stained glass and furnishings of 
Canterbllry Cathedral thus provide a complete panorama of Gothic 
Art, from its earliest beginnings to its culmination and decline. 

ICOMOS recommends inclusion on the World Heritage List of the 
three Christ-ian monuments of Canterbury, which are nominated on 
the basis of criteria I, 11 and VI, though the three criteria do 
not apply equally‘ to all three monuments. 

- Criterion I. Christ Church Cathedral, especially the east 
sections, is a unique artistic creation. The beauty of its 
architecture is enhanced by a set of exceptional stained glass 
Mindows :.rhCch constitute the richest collection in the United 
Kingdom. 

- Criterion II. The influence of the Benedictine abbey of St. 
Augustine was decisive throughaut the High Middle Ages in 
England. The influence of this monastfc centre and its 
scriotorium extended far beyond the boundaries of Kent and 
Northumbria. 

- Criterion VI. St. Martin's Church, St. Augustine's Abbey and : 
the Cathedral are directly and tangibly associated with the 
history of the introduction of Christianity,to the Anglo-Saxon 
kingdoms. 

ICOMOS, July 1988 
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ICOMOS 
INTERNATIONAL c 0 u N c I L* 0 N M 0 N Cl M E N T S AND SITES 
CONSEIL INTERNATIONAL, DES MONUMENTS ET DES SITES 
CONSEJO INTERNACIONAL DE MONUMENTOS Y s I T I 0 s 
ME-XIIYHAPOLIHbIti COBET IlO BOIIPOCAM I-lAMflTHMKOB 11 ~OCTOtIPMMEYATE.-JbHblX MECT 

LISTE DU PATRIMOINE MONDIAL No 496 I 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propos; : CathGdrale, abbaye Saint-Augustin et 6glise 
Saint-Martin a Canterbury 

Lieu : Comt6 du Kent 

Etat partie : Ropaume-Uni 

Date : 30 dicembre 1987 

B) BECOBMABDATIO~ DE L'ICOMOS 

Que le bien culture1 propos; soit inscrit sur la Liste du 
Patrimoine mondial au titre des critires I, 11 et VI. 

Cl JUSTIFICATIOB 

Dans le p6rimGtre urbain de Canterbury, 
trois biens culturels distincts 

le Roxaume-Uni pr6sente 
: la modeste eglise SainF-Martin, 

les ruines de l'abbaye Saint-Augustin et la superbe cathedrale 
Christ Church. Ces trois monuments dont les dimensions, l'itat de 
conservation, les qualit6s et d'ailleurs la renomm&e sont sans 
commune mesure, constituent des jalons essentiels dans l'histoire 
religieuse des pays de Grande-Bretagne en tgmoignant des d6buts 
du christianisme, de la mission de saint Augustin, l'ap6tre de 
l'Heptarchie, du meurtre de Thomas Becket, pour ne retenir que 
quelques faits et quelques 6vGnements ant;rieurs i la R&forme. 

L'iglise Saint-Martin, situge i l'est, hors de l'enceinte 
romaine de Durovernum, existait d;ji, 
BGde, lot 

selon le tkmoignage de 
,moine Augustin fut envoy6 de Rome par GrGgoire 

le Grand 
le souver 
chrktienn 

pour gvangdliser le royaume saxon de Kent dont 
avait Gpous; une princesse franque 

Les remaniements successifs de 1'6difice 
rendent c ale toute chronologie absolue. Le plan tr&s 
simple, l'appareil des malonneries semblent prouver que, pour 
l'essentiel, 1'6glise actuelle est ant;r.leure au VIIIe siecle. 
Elle incorpore vraisemblablement une structure romaine du IVe 
sigcle. 

De 1'6glise intra muros dont saint Augustin fit sa cathidrale - 
probablement a l'emplacement m6me de Christ Church- aucun vestige 
n'a 6t;! mis au jour. Mais les ruines de l'abbaye 0; l'apstre des 
Anglo-Saxons installa, d'apr;s BGde, ses quarante moines 
b&n&dictins, se voient toujours, i mi-chemin de Saint-Martin et 
de la CathGdrale. D6di.6 aux ap6tres Pierre et Paul mais 
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accompagn& d'oratoires et de chapelles dont les fouilles ont 
parfois r&v;16 le plan, l'~tablissement primitif, viritable 
ber:eau du monachisme b;nidictin en Angleterre, fut restauri 
spres les Fnvasions,scandin?ves par saint Dunstan qui, en 978, 
consacra le nouvel edifice a saint Augustin. Des changements 
intervenus au XIe si;cle, 
conqugta normande, 

2 la veille et au lendemain de la 
n'empgchent pas que les plans des iglises 

anthrieures se lisent au sol, comme sur un palimpseste. En 
revanche, 1:s bgtiments monastiques ont presTue enti;rement 
disparu apres la dissolution de la communaute par Henri VIII, en 
1538. Le palais royal quf prit leur place s'appuya au bas-c;tG 
nord de la nef, en incorporant le mur gouttereau et quelques 
Gl&ments ancfens dans sa construction avant de dispara;tre i son 
tour. 

ElGment central de la proposition d'inscription, la Cathidrale 
Christ Church, 
m&diGvale, 

l'un des Edifices majeurs de l'architecture 
frappe d'emblie par l'ampleur de ses proportions (168m 

de long d'est en ouest) mais ayssi par la singularit; du parti. 
De part et,d'cutre de la croisee du transept occidental, 
materialisee a 1'intGrieur par le jub& du prieur Chillenden 
(1411) et i l'extirieur par la haute silhouette de Bell Harry 
Tower, deux constructions distinctes semblent s'articuler. 

A l'est, recouvrant en partie une vaste crypte romane aux 
admirables chapiteaux sculptis qui fut agrandie en direction du 
sanctualre, s'organisent quelques-uns des plus beaux espaces 
architecturanx de l'art gothique primitFf : le choeur, le 
transept oriental, l'amorce d'une abside flanquie lat&ralement 
par les chapelles romanes dGdi.Ges i saint Andr; et A saint 
Anselme, tuis la chapelle de la Trinitg, 
i la pr;cedente, 

viritable abside ajoutie 
enfin sa chapelle d'axe de plan circulaire, la 

Corona. Cohgrente et presque homog;ne, l'architecture des 
paTties orientales de 19 Cathidrale, dont la puissance, 
l'equilibre et la clarte Gvoquent les modiles du nord de la 
France, illustre d'ouest en est deux campagnes. 
successives,connues par le t;mofgnage d'un contemporain, Gervais. 
Deux architectes, Guillaume de Sens, un frangais, et Guillaume 
l'hnglais se succid;rent sur le chantier entre 1174 et 1184 i 
l'ipoque 0; le meurtre de l'archev<que Thomas Becket (1170), puis 
sa canonisation (1172) avaient fait de la Cathidrale un lieu de 
p;lerinage tr;s frGquent6, attirant dans la vflle des foules sans 
czsse plus grosses. La construction progressaft vers l'est en 
meme temps qu'affluafent les pilerfns et les offrandes. La 
Corona, 0; furent expos;es les reliques de saint Thomas de 
Cantefbury, marque l'aboutissement logique de cette p&riode 
prospere. 
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A l'ouest, la nef (vers 1380) et la fagade (vers 1420 pour la 
tour sud-ouest) iquilibrent, dans le style perpendiculaire ;e 
plus pur, les constructions des parties orientales. La Cathedrale 
de Canterbury offre ainsi, dans son architecture et aussi dans sa 
remarquable vitrerie et dans son d6cor mobilier, un panorama 
complet de l'?rt gothique, de son 6closion i son 6panouissement 
et a sa derniere phase. 

L'ICOMOS recommande l'inscription sur la Liste du Patrimoine 
mondial des trois monuments chr6tiens de Canterbury 6num6r6s 
dans la proposition au titre de? crit;res I, II et VI qui, 
toutefois, ne s'appliquent pas egalement i chacun d'entre eux. 

- CritGre I. La Cathgdrale Christ Church, tout particuli;rement 
dans ses parties,orientales, reprgsent? une crkatio? artistique 
unique, la beaute de son architecture etant rehauss$e par une 
parure exceptionnelle de vitraux qui constitue la serie la plus 
riche de tout le Royaume-Uni. 

- CritGre 11. L'influence du monastire b6nGdictin de Saint- 
Augustin a et6 dicisive pendant tout le Haut Moyen Age en 
Angleterre. Le rayonnement de ce centre monastique et de son 
scriptorium ont dGpass6 de beaucoup les limites du Rent et de la 
Northumbrie. 

- CritGre VI. Saint-Martin, Saint-Augustin et la CathGdrale 
sont directement et mat&riellement associgs i l'histoire de 
1'6vang6lisation des royaumes anglo-Saxons. 

ICOMOS, Juillet 1988 


