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A) IDENRTIFICATION

Nomination ¢ The City of Bath

Location : Avon

State Party : United Kingdom

Date : December 23, 1986

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION

That the proposed cultural property be included on the World
Heritage List on condition that confirmation is received that the
Draft City Plan has been officially approved.

C) JUSTIFICATION

Many of the hot baths constructed in Europe by the Romans have
become major historic cities, including Aquae Sextiae (Aix-en-
Provence), Aquae Grani (Aix-la-Chapelle), Civitas Aquensis (Baden-
Baden) ou Aquincum (Budapest), to mention just four examples.

In Britain, Aquae Sulis, constructed some 20 years after the
Conquest in 60-70 A.D., continues, under the name of Bath, to be
a renowned spa. Its apogee was in the 18th century.

Its source, which yields over 1,200,000 liters of water daily at
more than 46° C, explains the lasting destiny of the small town
of Avon. The Romans built a temple there dedicated to Sulils, a
local divinity who they associated with Minerva, as well as a hot
bath measuring 91 m x 45 m and including two pools, five baths
and all the standard equipment for tepidaria, frigidaria and
hypocausts. These hot baths were built between the lst and 4th
centuries, and their rediscovery came about beginning gradually
in 1755. Excavations at the site and the improvement thereof
began in 1879.

The old Roman city was conquered by the Saxons in 577 but was
never wiped out of existence. In the Middle Ages Bath became a
major wool-producing centre; in 1174, it began in its specialized
hospital to receive patients suffering from rheumatism. The
religious influence of the city was considerable from 1091 to
1206, because at that time the episcopal see at Wells was
temporarily transferred to Bath. Thus one cathedral was built
under the episcopacy of Robert de Lewes (1136-1166). It was
demolished shortly after 1495 and was later reconstructed as an
abbey church in the Perpendicular style. The abbey church was
still uncompleted at the time of the Reformation and the work was
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finished with great difficulty shortly before it was dedicated in
1609.

In the 18th century, the middle-sized city of Avon experienced an
extraordinary rebirth under the impetus of three exceptional
figures: John Wood, Ralph Allen and Richard "Beau" Nash, who had
the ambition to make it one of the most beautiful cities in
Europe, an ideal site where architecture and the landscape would
combine harmoniously for the delight of the enlightened cure
takers.

The Neo-Classic style of the grand public buildings (the Assembly
Rooms, built in 1771 by John Wood, Jr. and the Pump Room built
from 1793 to 1799 by Palmer in accordance with the plans of
Thomas Baldwin) harmonize with the grandiose proportions of
monumental ensembles such as Queen Square (1729) and the Royal
Circus (1754), both works of John Wood Sr.; and especially, the
Royal Crescent, an extensive row of dwellings in a half-circle
formation built from 1767 to 1776 by John Woods Jr., to a scale
reflecting the ambitions of Bath under the reign of George III.

Whether of disproportionate or reduced dimensions, the Neo-
Classic constructions of Bath -- special mention should be made
of Prior Park and Pulteney Bridge -- all express the great
influence of Palladio, who Wood, Allen and Adam considered to be
their master. Yet these creations transpose to the scale of the
city, a landscape aestheticism that Vincence's architect had
particularly expressed in villas in la Brenta: the organization
of space is less that of a Renaissance city than that of the
types of city gardens whose principles were formulated a
posteriori -

by 19th-century town planners.

ICOMOS, considering the exceptional value of the historic and
monumental ensemble of Bath, expresses an opinion in favor of the
principle of including this property on the World Heritage List.
However, it would be necessary to know the general protection
situation of the 4,900 classified or listed monuments of Bath. In
spite of many preliminary reports (cf. Bath. A Study in
Conservation, 1968; Yesterday's Tomorrow. Conservation in Bath,
1975; Saving Bath, 1978), the management plan drafted in 1984
under the name Draft City Plan has not been approved.

In a city of over 80,000 inhabitants, the safeguarding of a major
and discontinuous monumental heritage (there is an historic
centre, but Prior Park, with its landscapes by Ralph Allen and
Capability Brown, is 1.5 km from the centre) poses serious
problems which cannot be avoided. :
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A) IDENTIFICATION

Bien proposé : Ville de Bath

Lieu : Avon

Etat partie : Royaume Uni

Date : 23 Decembre 1986

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS

Que le bien culturel propose scit inscrit sur la Liste du

LY
Patrimoine mondial a condition de recevoir confirmation de
l1'approbation officielle du plan de sauvegarde de la ville.

C) JUSTIFICATIORN

Beaucoup de stations thermales fondees par les Romains en Europe
sont devenues des villes historiques importantes, qu'il s'agisse
d'Aquae Sextiae (Aix-en-Provence), d'Aquae Grani (Aix-la -
Chapelle), de la Civitas Aquensis (Baden-Baden) ou d'Aquincum
(Budapest), pour se limiter a quatre exemples.

En Angleterre, Aquae Sulis fondee vers 60-70 de notre ere, une
vingtaine d'annees apres la conquete, est restee, sous le nom de
Bath, une ville d'eaux renommée, qui a connu son apogee au XVIIIe
siécle.

Une source déebitant quotidiennement 1.200.000 litres d'eau a plus
de 46 degres centigrades a determine durablement la destinée de
cette petite ville de 1'Avon. Les Romains y construisirent un
temple dédié a Sulis (divinite locale qu'ils identifierent a
Minerve) et un complexe thermal de 91 x 45m comprenant deux
piscines, cing bains et tout l'accompagnement ordinaire
d'hypocaustes, de tepidaria et de frigidaria. La redécouverte de
ces thermes, dont la construction s'etait echelonnee du Ier au
IVe siecle, se fit graduellement a partir de 1755. Leur fouille
et leur mise en valeur fut entreprise a partir de 1879,

Conquise par les Saxons en 577, l1'ancienne ville romaine ne fut
jamais rayee de 1la carte, Au Moyen Age, elle devint un important
centre d'industrie lainiere et accueillit, a partir de 1174, des
rhumatisants dans un hopital specialise. Son rayonnement
religieux fut considerable de 1091 a 1206, a 1'ePoque ou le siege
episcopal de Wells fut provisoirement transfere a Bath,., Une
cathedrale s eleva alors, sous l'episcopat de Robert de Lewes
(1136-1166). Démolie peu apres 1495 cette eglise romane, devenue
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abbatiale, fut reconstruite en style perpendiculaire. Elle
restait inachevée au moment de la Reforme et fut terminée a grand
peine peu avant sa consecration, en 1609.

Au XVIIIe siecle, cette ville de moyenne importance connut un
extraordinaire renouveau sous l'impulsion de troils personnages
d'exception : John Wood, Ralph Allen et Richard "Beau" Nash, qui
eurent l'ambition d'en faire une des plus belles cites d'Europe,
un espace idéal ou l'architecture et le paysage se combineraient
harmonieusement pour la delectation d'une population de curistes
éclaires.

Le style néo- classique de grands batiments publics (Assembly
Rooms, edifiees en 1771 par John Wood fils; Pump Room, construite
de 1793 a 1799 par Palmer sur les plans de Thomas Baldwin)

s'harmonise avec les proportions grandioses d'ensembles
monumentaux tels que Queen Square (élevée a partir de 1729), Royal
Circus (eleve a partir de 1754), oeuvres de John Wood pere, et
surtout Royal Créscent, immense rangée d'habitations en demi-
cercle construite de 1767 a 1776 par John Wood fils a une echelle
qul donne la mesure des ambitions de Bath sous le regne de George
IIT.

Qu'elles soient démesurées ou de proportions reduites, les
constructions neo classiques de Bath, parmi lesquelles doivent
encore etre specialement mentionnés Prior Park et Pulteney
Bridge, se ressentent toutes de l'influence de Palladio, dont
Wood, Allen, Adam se voulaient les disciples. Mais ces creations
transposent a l'échelle d'une ville une esthétique du paysage que
l'architecte de Vicence avait surtout exprimee dans les villas de
la Brenta : l'organisation de l'espace est moins celle d'une cite
de la Renaissance que d'une de ces cités-jardins dont les
urbanistes du XIXe siecle ont formulé a posteriori les principes.

L'ICOMOS, considérant la valeur exceptionnelle de l'ensemble
historique et monumental de Bath, donne un avis de principe
favorable a l'inscription de ce bien sur la Liste du Patrimoine
mondial. Toutefois, il serait indispensable de savoir dans quel
contexte general se trouvent proteges les 4. 900 monuments classes
ou inscrits de Bath. En depit de nombreuses études preéalables
(parmi lesquelles on citera : Bath. A Study in Conservation,
1968; Yesterday's Tomorrow. Conservation in Bath, 1975; Saving
Bath, 1978), le plan de gestion elabore en 1984 sous le nom de
Draft City Plan n'a pas ete approuve.

Au sein d'une ville de plus de 80.000 habitants, la sauvegarde
d'un patrimoine monumental important et discontinu (il existe un
centre historique, mais Prior Park avec ses paysages de Ralph
Allen et de Capability Brown, est al,5 km du centre) pose des
problemes graves qui ne peuvent etre eludes.
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