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A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomination Chaco Culture National Historical Park 

Location: New Mexico 

State Party United States of America 

Date April 16, 1987 

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

That the proposed cultural property be included on the World 
Heritage List on the basis of criterion III. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

In 1985 ICOMOS expressed a favourable opinion for inclusion of 
this property on the World Heritage List. 
However, it regretted that some famous sites, such as the Pueblo 
Aztec and the very characteristic road network of the Chacoan 
culture at its apogee (ca. 1020 - ca. 1110) had been excluded 
from the nomination. 
Consequently, the Bureau of the World Heritage Committee 
recommended that the United States government examine the 
possibilities of extending the proposed zone to assure a broader 
representation of archaeological evidence of the prehistoric 
Chacoan culture. 

The new proposal received on 16 April 1987 perfectly satisfies 
these wishes and includes Pierre's site, Halfway House, Twin 
Angels and Pueblo Aztec -these four sites stretching along the 
south-north great road beginning at Chaco- and Kin Nizhoni and 
Casamero -two sites depending on the south road network. 

This new nomination better illustrates the specificity of the 
Chacoan culture and ICOMOS recommends inclusion of this cultural 
property on the World Heritage List on the basis of criterion 
III. 

ICOMOS, May 1987 

[COMOS - Hotel Saint-Aignan. 75. rue du Temple. 75003 Paris. Tel. 42.77.35.76. TELEX 240918 TRACE F Ref. 617 
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LISTE DU PATRIMOINE MONDIAL 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propos~: Parc national histori­
que de la culture Chaco 

Lieu: Nouveau M=xique 

Etat partie: Etats-Unis d'Amerique 

Da te : 31 Decerrbre 1984 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

Que ce bien cul turel sci t inscri t sur 
1a Liste du Patrilroine l-bndial au titre 
du critere III. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Agriculteurs sooentaires, les Anasazi 
ont occupe, de 300 a 1500 environ, la 
rra.jeure partie du sud-ouest des Etats­
Unis actuels. Au sein de cette culture 
(bien representee par Ie site de .Mesa 
Verde, inscrit en 1978 sur la liste du 
Patrinoine r-bndial) , les Chaco s' affir­
rrent COI'flte un groupe autonare dont les 
recherches archeolCX]iques recentes per­
rrettent de saisir la specificite, de 
definir l' implantation geographique et 
de suivre l'evolution de 900 a 1150 en­
viron. 

Cette societe integra un grand ncrrbre de 
carmmautes agricoles sur une vaste zone 
de 67.000 km2 environ au nord-ouest du 
Nouveau-Mexique. Elle se caracterise par 
un systene tres elabore d' occupation du 
sol camprenant une constellation d'agglo 
merations entourees de villages satelli­
tes et reliees par un reseau de routes. 

Le canon du Chaco, aU Ie service des 

WORLD HERITAGE LIST N° _3_5_3 __ _ 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomina tion: Chaco CUlture National His­
torical Park 

Location: New M=xico 

State narty: United States of AIrerica 

Da te : Dece.rrber 31, 1984 

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

That this cultural property be included 
on the World Heritage List an the basis 
of criterion III. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

The Anasazi, sedentary famers as they 
were, occupied the greater part of the 
south~st of what is now the United States 
fran approxirra.tely 300 to 1500. Within 
this culture (whicr. is YoBll represented 
by the .Mesa Verde site, included on the 
World Heritage List in 1978) the Chacos 
appear as an autonorrous group. Recent 
archaeolCX]ical research has rra.de it possi­
ble to define their specificity and their 
geographical extension and to follow their 
evolution fran roughly 900 to 1150. 

This SOCiety consists of a great rra.ny 
agricultural communities spread over a 
vast. area of sarre 67,000 square kilorreten 
at the northYoBst portion of New M=xico. 
It is characterized by a very elaborate 
ground occupation system which includes 
a constellation of towns surrounded by 
satellite villages and linked by a road 
network. 

Chaco Canyon, where the National Park 
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Pares Nationaux gere 14.000 hectares en­
viron, offre la plus forte concentration 
de sites archeologiques de la zone. Les 
premiers "pueblos" ne different pas des 
habitats contenporains Anasazi du nord 
rrais, des 900-1020 environ, les traits 
caracteristiques de la culture Chaco appa­
raissent dans Ie canon occupe sur toute 
sa longueur (16 kIn) et relie aux agglare­
rations du sud par un systerre routier. 

De ca. 1020 a ca.1110, c'est l'apogee. 
La. reconstruction, sur des plans forte­
rrent organises, d'habitats anciens, carrre 
Pueblo Bonito et Penasco Blanco atteste 
la rraitrise des techniques de construction 
dans un milieu difficile (l'eau necessaire 
au rrortier ne se trouve pas sur place, les 
pieces de bois de construction proviennent 
de forets situees a plus de 60 kIn, Ie gres 
lui-meme, extrait de carrieres proches, est 
difficile a debiter et a transporter) et 
illustre en meme temps la complexite crois­
sante du systeme social du groupe Chaco 
(des kivas circulaires, dont les fonctions 
sont essentiellerrent religieuses apparais­
sent de facon reguliere au milieu d'un 
habitat cellulaire de plus en plus diffe­
rencie). Dans Ie meme temps, les routes se 
rrul tiplient, tandis que les preuves de 
I' existence d' un grand ccmrerce se font 

Service controls sate 14,000 hectares, 
is the area with the highest coocentra­
tion of archaeological sites of the 
entire zone. The first pueblos were 
identical to the conterrporary dwellings 
of the northern Anasazis. But, fran 
roughly 900 to 1020, the characteristic 
features of Chaco culture began to appear 
in the canyon which was occupied along 
its entire length (16 kilareters) and 
linked to the southern towns by a road 
network. 

The zenith was fran ca. 1020 to ca. 1110. 
The highly organized reconstruction of 
old dwelling places, such as Pueblo Bonito 
and Penasco Blanco derronstrates their skill 
in the use of building techniques in a 
difficult envirorurent (water for the rrortar 
could not be found locally; the sandstone 
itself taken fran nearby quarries was 
difficult to convert and transport). At 
the sane ti.rre it illustrates the increasing 
complexity of the Chaco social structure 
(circular kivas having an essentially 
religious role appeared on a regular basis 
in the middle of an increasingly differen­
ciated unitary dwelling). At the sarre tine, 
rrore and rrore roads w=re milt and the 
signs of extensive trading becarre rrore 
manifest (:lrrports of ceramics, lithic 
rraterials, including turquoise). This phase, 
which was the one of the group's sharpest 
poP-llation grCMth and the highest human 
concentration in the valley was followed 
by a period of rapid decadence about 1110. 
Fran 1140 to 1200 the Chaco population 
died out and the pueblos (mere the dwel­
lings w=re subdivided by partitions appa­
rently to accorrurodate surrounding popula­
tions in precariOUS conditions) were 
abandoned. The region renained practically 
uninhabited until the 17th century when it 
was taken over by Navajo Indians. 

plus abondantes (:lrrportation de ceramiques, 
de rrateriel lithique, parmi lequel on note 
la presence de turquoises). Cette phase, qui 
correspond a la fois a la plus forte expan­
sion derrographique du groupe et a la plus 
forte concentration hurraine dans Ie canon 
est suivie, apres 1110 environ, d'une rapide 
decadence. De 1140 a 1200, la civilisation 
chaco s' eteint et les "pueblos" (aU d I abord 
les habitations sont recoupees de murs camme 
pour loger dans des conditions precaires des 
populations peripheriques) sont abandonnees, 
la region reste pratiquerrent inhabitee 
jusqu'au XVIleme siecle, aU elle est occu­
pee par les Indiens Navajos. After having reviewed the file, ICOMOS 

notes that the United States proposal 
Apres etude du dossier, I' ICQM)S constate que seeks to replace a cultural property 
la proposition des Etats-Unis tend a substi- (the vestiges of the Chaco civilization) 
tuer un bien juridiquerrent defini (le Parc with a legally defined property ( the 
National et les annexes de Kin Bineola, Kin National Park and the additions of Kin 
Ya' a et Pueblo Pintado) a un bien culturel Bineola, Kin Ya' a and Pueblo Pintado) . 
(les vestiges de la civilisation Chaco) . ICOMOS has noted, for instance, that the 
L'ICCM)S note, par exemple, que les ruines fanous Pueblo Aztec ruins, though illus-
celebres du Pueblo Aztec, bien qu' illustrees trated in the proposal are excluded from 
dans la proposition, en sont exclues, etant it as they are located 85 kilareters to 
situees a 85 kIn au nord du Parc national. the north of the National Park. 
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D'autre part, Ie systeme de routes, si 
caracteristigue de la culture Chaco a son 
apogee, se trouve eviderrrrent exclu dans 
sa quasi totalite, avec la route du nord 
(du canon a Twin Angels et Sal.non Ruins) 
et les deux routes du sud (vers Ruddy water 
et vers San Mateo) . 

En depit de ces reserves, l'ICOMOS donne­
rait un avis favorable a la proposition au 
titre du critere III, dans la Iresure aU Ie 
Camite estiIre souhaitable que chague fa­
cies d'une culture prehistorique ou proto­
historique soit evoque par un exernple sur 
la liste du PatriIroine MJndial. 

MJreover, the road network which is 
so characteristic of Chaco culture at 
its peak is al.nost entirely excluded 
from the proposal. '!his is the case 
wi th the northern road (from the canyon 
to Twin Angels and Sal.non Ruins) and 
the two southern roads (to Ruddy Water 
and to San Mateo) . 

In spite of these reservations, ICOMOS 
will adopt a favorable position with 
respect to the proposal on the basis 
of criterion III in so far as the Carrmi ttee 
considers it desirable that each and 
every aspect of a prehistoric or proto­
historic culture be represented by an 
example on the ~~lorld Heritage List. 

ICOMOS,JUillet / July1985. 
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LISTE DU PATRIMOINE MONDIAL N° 353 Rev. 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

, 
Bien propose : Parc national historique de la culture Chaco 

Lieu Nouveau Mexique 

Etat partie : Etats Unis d'Amerique 

Date 16 Avril 1987 

B) RECOKMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

Que Ie bien culturel propose soit inscrit sur la Liste du 
Patrimoine mondial au titre du critere III. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

En 1985, l'ICOMOS avait formule un avis favorable ~ l'inscription 
de ce bien sur la Liste du Patrimoine mondial, en regrettant 
seulement que certains sites celebres, comme Ie Pueblo Aztec, 
aient ete exclus de la proposition ainsi que Ie systeme de 
routes, si caracteristique de la culture Chaco ~ son apogee (ca. 
1020 - ca. 1110). 
Le Bureau du Comite du Patrimoine mondial avait recommande en 
consequence que Ie gouvernement des Etats Unis etudie la 
possibilite d'elargir la zone ~ inscrire pour avoir une 
representation plus large d'elements archeologiques de la culture 
prehistorique Chaco. 

La nouvelle proposition re~ue Ie 16 Avril 1987 repond 
parfaitement ~ ces souhaits en incluant Pierre's Site, Halfway 
House, Twin Angels et Pueblo Aztec, quatre sites jalonnant la 
grande route sud-nord au depart de Chaco, ainsi que Kin Nizhoni 
et Casamero, deux sites dependant du reseau routier sud. 

Ainsi formu1ee, la proposition d'inscription illustre mieux la 
specificite de 1a culture Chaco et l'ICOMOS recommande 
l'inscription de ce bien culture1 sur la Liste du Patrimoine 
mondial au titre du critere III. 

ICOMOS, Mai 1987 

IC()\10S - Hotel Saint-Aignan, 75, rue du Temple. 7500.1 Paris. Tel 4~.77.J5 76. TELEX 240'Jlk TRACE F Ref. 617 
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LISTE DU PATRIMOINE MONDIAL 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propos€: Parc national histori­
que de la culture Chaco 

Lieu: Nouveau Mexique 

Eta t partie: Etats-Unis d 'Amerique 

Da te : 31 Decembre 1984 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

Que ce bien culturel soit inscrit sur 
la Liste du PatriIroine Mondial au titre 
du critere III. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Agricul teurs sedentaires, les Anasazi 
ont occupe, de 300 a 1500 environ, la 
majeure partie du sud-ouest des Etats­
Unis actuels. Au sein de cette culture 
(bien representee par le site de Mesa 
Verde, inscrit en 1978 sur la liste du 
Patrirroine Mondial), les Chaco s'affir­
ment comrne un groupe autoname dont les 
recherches archeolog-iques recentes per­
mettent de saisir la specificite, de 
definir l'implantation geographique et 
de suivre l'evolution de 900 a 1150 en­
viron. 

Cette societe integra un grand nornbre de 
communautes agricoles sur une vaste zone 
de 67.000 km2 environ au nord-ouest du 
Nouveau-Mexique~ Elle se caracterise par 
un systerne tres elalx>rE~ d' occupation du 
sol comprenant une constellation d'agglo 
me rat ions entourees de villages satelli­
tes et reliees par un reseau de routes. 

Le canon du Chaco, aU le service des 
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WORLD HERITAGE LIST N° _3_5_3 __ _ 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomination: Chaco Culture National His­
torical Park 

Loca tion: New Mexico 

State oarty: United States of AIrerica 

Da te: December 31, 1984 

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

That this cultural property be included 
on the World Heritage List on the basis 
of criterion III. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

The Anasazi, sedentary farmers as they 
were, occupied the greater part of the 
southwest of what is nON the United StateE 
fran approximately 300 to 1500. Within 
this culture (which is well represented 
by the Mesa Verde site, included on the 
World Heritage List in 1978) the Chacos 
appear as an autonorrous group. Recent 
archaeolog-ical research has made it possi­
ble to define their specificity and their 
geographical extension and to follow their 
evolution fram roughly 900 to 1150. 

This society consists of a great many 
agricultural communities spread over a 
vast. area of some 67,000 square kilometen 
at the northwest portion of New Mexico. 
It is characterized by a very elaborate 
ground occupation system which includes 
a constellation of tCMnS surrounded by 
satellite villages and linked by a road 
network. 

Chaco Canyon, where the National Park 
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Pares Nationaux gere 14.000 hectares en­
viron, offre la plus forte concentration 
de sites archeologiques de la zone. Les 
premiers "pueblos" ne different pas des 
habitats contemporains Anasazi du nord 
mais, des 900-1020 environ, les traits 
caracteristiques de la culture Chaco appa­
raissent dans le canon occupe sur toute 
sa longueur (16 kIn) et relie aux aggl~­
rations du sud par un systerne routier. 

De ca. 1020 a ca.1110, c'est l'apogee. 
La reconstruction, sur des plans forte­
rrent organises, d'habitats anciens, COntre 

Pueblo Bonito et Penasco Blanco atteste 
la maltrise des techniques de construction 
dans un milieu difficile (l'eau necessaire 
au rrortier ne se trouve pas sur place, les 
pieces de bois de construction proviennent 
de forets situees a plus de 60 kID, le gres 
lui-rneme, extrait de carrieres proches, est 
difficile a debiter et a transporter) et 
illustre en rneme temps la cornplexite crois­
sante du systerre social du groupe Chaco 
(des kivas circulaires, dont les fonctions 
sont essentiellement religieuses apparais­
sent de fa~on reguliere au milieu d'un 
habitat cellulaire de plus en plus diffe­
rencie). Dans le rneme temps, les routes se 
rnul tiplient, tandis que les preuves de 
l'existence d'un grand commerce se font 

Service controls sarre 14,000 hectares, 
is the area with the highest concentra­
tion of archaeological sites of the 
entire zone. The first p.1eblos were 
identical to the contemporary dwellings 
of the northern Anasazis. But, from 
roughly 900 to 1020, the characteristic 
features of Chaco culrure began to appear 
in the canyon which was occupied along 
its entire length (16 kilorreters) and 
linked to the southern t.c:Mns by a road 
ne~rk. 

The zenith was from ca. 1020 to ca. 1110. 
The highly organized reconstruction of 
old dwelling places, such as Pueblo Bonito 
and Penasco Blanco derronstrates their skill 
in the use of building techniques in a 
difficult environrrent (water for the rrortar 
could not be found locally; the sandstone 
itself taken from nearby quarries was 
difficult to convert and transport). At 
the same time it illustrates the increasing 
cornplexi ty of the Chaco social strucrure 
(circular ki vas having an essentially 
religious role appeared on a regular basis 
in the middle of an increasingly differen­
ciated unitary dwelling). At the sarre time, 
rrore and rrore roads were ruil t and the 
signs of extensive trading becarre rrore 
manifest (imports of ceramics, lithic 
materials, including rurquoise). This phase, 
which was the one of the group's sharpest 
population growth and the highest human 
concentration in the valley was followed 
by a period of rapid decadence about 1110. 
Fram 1140 to 1200 the Chaco population 
died out and the p.1eblos (where the dwel­
lings were sUbdivided by partitions appa­
rently to accommodate surrounding popula­
tions in precarious conditions) were 
abandoned. The region remained practically 
uninhabited until the 17th century when it 
was taken over by Navajo Indians. 

plus abondantes (importation de ceramiques, 
de materiel lithique, parmi lequel on note 
la presence de turquoises). Cette phase, qui 
correspond a la fois a la plus forte expan­
sion derrographique du groupe et a la plus 
forte concentration hurraine dans le canon 
est suivie, apres 1110 environ, d'une rap ide 
decadence. De 1140 a 1200, la civilisation 
chaco s' eteint et les "pueblos" (aU d' abord 
les habitations sont recoupees de murs cornme 
pour loger dans des conditions precaires des 
populations peripheriques) sont abandonnees, 
la region reste pratiquement inhabitee 
jusqu'au XVIIerre siecle, ou elle est occu­
pee par les Indiens Navajos. After having reviewed the file, ICOMOS 

notes that the United States proposal 
Apres etude du dossier, l' ICQM)S constate que seeks to replace a cultural property 
la proposition des Etats-Unis tend a substi- (the vestiges of the Chaco civilization) 
tuer un bien juridiquement defini (le Parc with a legally defined property ( the 
National et les annexes de Kin Bineola, Kin National Park and the additions of Kin 
Ya'a et Pueblo Pintado) a un bien culturel Bineola, Kin Ya'a and Pueblo Pintado). 
(les vestiges de la civilisation Chaco) . ICOMOS has noted, for instance, that the 
L' ICCMJS note, par exemple, que les ruines farrous Pueblo Aztec ruins, though illus-
celebres du Pueblo Aztec, bien qu' illustrees trated in the proposal are excluded from 
dans la proposition, en sont exclues, etant it as they are located 85 kilcneters to 
situees a 85 kID au nord du Parc national. the north of the National Park. 
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D'autre part, le systerne de routes, si 
caracteristique de la culture Chaco a son 
ar:o;ee, se trouve evidemrent exclu dans 
sa quasi totali te, avec la route du nord 
(du canon a '!Win Angels et SalIron Ruins) 
et les deux routes du sud (vers Ruddy Water 
et vers San Mateo) . 

En depit de ces reserves, l'ICOMOS donne­
rait un avis favorable a la proposition au 
titre du critere III, dans la mesure aU le 
cam te estime souhai table que chaque fa­
cies d'une culture prehistorique ou proto­
historique soit evoque par un exerrple sur 
la liste du Patrirroine r-bndial. 

M:>reover, the road ne~rk vtlich is 
so characteristic of Chaco culture at 
its peak is alIrost entirely excluded 
fran the proposal. This is the case 
with the northern road (from the canyon 
to '!Win Angels and SalIron Ruins) and 
the ~ soothern roads (to Ruddy Water 
and to San Mateo) . 

In spite of these reservations, ICOMOS 
will adopt a favorable position with 
respect to the proposal on the basis 
of criterion III in so far as the Comnittee 
considers it desirable that each and 
every aspect of a prehistoric or proto­
historic culture be represented by an 
example on the 1~orld Heritage List. 

ICOMOS,Juillet / July 1985. 


