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World Heritage Nomination 

1. NAME: Bialowieza National Park, Poland 

2. LOCATION: North east of W?rsaw on frontier between Poland 
and Byelorussian SSR 

3. NOMINATED BY: 

4. DOCUMENTATION: 

Dr. Krzysztof Pawlowski 
Director of Board of Museums and Monuments 
2 May 1978 

i) Nomination form dated 2 May 1978 

ii) Map attached to nomination form 

The documentation received was inadequate to form a decision. 
Supplementary documentation consulted by IUCN included the 
following: 

a) Okolow, Czlaw, Bibliografia Puszczy. Biatowieskiej 
(Part II) 1967-1972; Bialowieza 1976. pp. 164. 
This reference refers to 1148 reports or articles about 
the area. 

b) Wiesko, Edward, Wostepach Puszczy Bialiowieskiej. 
205 pp. with illustrations, maps, english summary. 

c) Pamphlet - "National Parks in Poland". 

d) Wiecko, Edward. In the Bialowieza Forest - 1972. 

e) Sokolowski, A. Pamphlet, Bialowieza, 23 pp. 1976. 

f) Czubinski, et al. Nature Reserves in Poland, 528 pp. 
Cracow, 1977. 

g) Pachlewski, R. The Bialowieza National Park. 
State Council for Conservation of Nature, 25 pp. 1960. 

h) Karpinski, J. Puszcza Bia10wieska i Park Narodowy w 
Bialowiezy (1930). 
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5. BACKGROUND and SUMMARY DESCRIPTION: 

Bialowieza National Park (protected s~nce 1919), 5,069 ha., is 
Poland's most famous park, with a rich fauna of larger mammals 
exceptional for including the European bison. The "Bialowieski 
Park Narodowy" protects a unique virgin forest, the last of its 
kind in Central Europe, which runs across the Polish-Soviet border, 
the two countries protecting the forests and the free-roaming bison. 

Geology - different kinds of soil explain the variety of the forests: 
a mosaic of mineral soil, sand, clay, peat, marshy-peat, and marshy­
mud. Peat bogs are the raised continental type. A substratum of 
glacial sediments covers a Cretaceous bedrock. 

Topography - Two rivers, Narewka and Hwozna, enclose the park, 
an undulating lowland plain (elevation: 170-202 m.) Several marshes. 

Flora - deciduous trees dominate with 12 distinct plant communities: 
hornbeam, ash, alder, oak, lime, maple, birch, aspen, elm, wild 
apple, pine, and spruse. Most remarkable are the limes, like long­
handled brooms with small crowns and no branches on their tall trunks. 
Hornbeam (35 percent) dominates the primeval forest, a replica of the 
ancient forest of eastern Europe. Area also includes mixed forests, 
pure coniferous forests, and marshes. 

Mammals - the European bison formerly ranged the deciduous forest 
of Europe widely. No doubt this enormous fleshy creature was much 
coveted, perhaps also feared. This, with reduction of the forests, 
led to its extermination. 

By the Middle Ages the bison had disappeared from most of Europe and 
by the beginning of the 20th Century was found only in the 
Bia10wieza Forest and in the Caucasus (about 1,700 by World War I). 

These animals - one of a plains forest, the other of a mountain 
forest - belonged to different races. The last were shot in 
Bialowieza ~n 1921. 

Luckily some specimens existed in zoological gardens. In 1929 the 
Polish Government brought two cows in Sweden and a bull in Germany. 
In 1952 a few animals were set free in the forest, and by 1969, a 
number of bison were roaming the forest. At least 154 of them were 
born free. 

Attempts to "restore" the extinct tarpan horse are going forward. 

Other mammals living in this national park: red deer, roe deer, 
lynx, wolf, and beaver. 
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Birds - Many species of which capercaillie, black stork, and eagle 
owl should be especially mentioned. 

Lindah1/Harroy 
Vol. 1 National Parks of the World 

EVALUATION AND JUSTIFICATION: 

The area has been evaluated against the operational guidelines for the 
implementation of the World Heritage Convention as amended by the World 
Heritage Ccmmittee at its 2nd Meeting. 

INTRODUCTION 

The Bialowieza National Park is the remnant core of an extensive 
"cold deciduous broad-leafed forest with evergreen coniferous trees""~ 

which once prevailed throughout central Europe. It has been subject 
to man's machinations since Neolithic time. According to Bourli~re** 
it was after 1050 A.D. that"the work of European deforestation pro­
ceeded on a truly heroic scale" - farming, industrialization and urban 
growth were root causes - "it is only in the last 100 years that 
uncontrolled deforestation has been halted in Europe." 

The Bialowieza Forest 125,000 ha. escaped the devastation of Western 
Europe and today consists of a managed forest of approximately 58,000 ha. 
in Poland (5,069 ha. in the National Park) and 67,000 ha. in the 
Bye10russian SSR. These 67,000 ha. are incorporated in the Belovezhskaya 
Puscha which is a nature reserve of 88,000 ha. established in 1939. 

'10'0'( "The object of the Bialowieza National Park is - in the first place - to 
fulfil a scientific, educational and cultural purpose. It plays an 
important part in the protection of natural sites in Poland and abroad. 
Its organization is meant to assist scientific research." p. 23 

"There is no denying that the Bia10wieza Forest is of important and 
permanent value to Science. In recognition of this fact, a vast 
natural laboratory - the Bia10wieza National Park - has been separated 
from the Primeval Forest. The Bia10wieza National Park is the most 
important among numerous Polish National Parks and reservations. It 
is of far-reaching scientific and economic importance." p. 11 

"Even now Bialowieza reigns supreme among all European lowland forests, 
as a unique example of almost primeval environment and scarcely touched 
silvan biotopes." p. 4 

* Schmithusen, Atlas zur Biogeographic (1976) 

** Bourli~re, The Land and Wildlife of Eurasia, Life Nature Library, 1964 

*** All following quotations are from Pachlewski (1960) 



- 4 -

"The area covered by the Park 1S the best preserved part of the 
Primeval Forest". p. 5 

EVALUATION: 

Outstanding universal value will be recognized when a natural heritage 
area meets one or more of the following: 

Criteria No. 10 c (ii) 

Outstanding example - biological evolution and man's interaction with 
his natural environment. 

"The results collected from climatic, hydrologic and soil-research have 
enabled scientists to elaborate a system of ecological factors in 
various forest biotopes of the National Park, taking into consideration 
the dynamic powers of these processes and their influence on biocenotic 
conditions of the Primeval Forest. These materials, still useful, 
have been an incentive to a series of valuable publications and new 
scientific conceptions. Thanks to them, silvicultures have acquired 
new knowledge of the Primeval Forest, and introduced new elements into 
forestry tuition in all its aspects." p. 16 

"Many original works, of great scientific, theoretical, and practical 
importance in forestry have been published drawing attention to the 
first rate importance of biological war in forest· husbandry." p. 18 

"A knowledge of the most essential and fundamental laws governing the 
biocenotic life of the forest enables Poland to apply them in her 
silvan economy, in a conscious and deliberate way. It also contri­
butes to the development of many branches of biology". p. 2 

In 1949 Prof. J.J. Karpinski published his book, Materials for the 
Bioecology of the Bialowieza Primeval Forest. This work opens new 
vistas in the study of forest biocenose, explains the system of inter­
dependence of forest components and discusses in detail the part they 
play in biocenose." p. 16 

"We also have the works of S. Kulczynski (1930-39) on peat-bogs, suggest­
ing new conceptions of their genesis. These works are well known in 
world literature and show the importance and value of the Primeval 
Forest, and the Bialowieza National Park for universal scientific 
research and the natural sciences". p. 14 

COMMENT: 

The extensive and thorough research going on 1n this area is closely 
linked to the concept of the Biosphere Reserve (the Bialowieza National 
Park was established as a biosphere reserve in 1976). The biosphere 
reserve does not include the surrounding forest or the forest in the 
Byalorussian SSR. 
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There is no doubt that the scientific research meets the criteria in­
sofar as the Primeval Forest is concerned. It is difficult to attribute 
the results only to the Bialowieza National Park. 

Criteria No. C.10 (iv) 

habitats where populations of rare or endangered species of plants 
or animals survive. 

"In spite of these changes, the Bialowieza Primeval Forest is still the 
world's only shelter of the European bison living in freedom, and again 
lynx, wolves, boars and stags are hiding in its deep recesses." p. 10 

The European bison (Bison bonasus) was exterminated in the wild with 
the last animal killed in the Bialowieza Forest in 1921. A captive 
breeding programme based on specimens in Swedish and German zoos has 
resulted in a successful re-introduction of the European bison to 
Bialowieza. The European bison is not now considered threatened or 
endangered. In a natural environment it must be considered rare, 
there are approximately 230 specimens in the total area of the 
Bialowieza Forest. 

Among the 56 mammal species found in the area 1S the European lynx 
which must also be considered rare. 

The floral composition of the area is represented by 700 species of 
vascular plants (i.e. about 32% of the species found in Poland). 

COMMENT: 

The Bialowieza National Park has undoubtedly played a key role in the 
preservation of species and as a part of the larger primeval forest 
it no' doubt continues to do so. 

INTEGRITY: 

"The Bialowieza National Park woods have an almost primeval character. 
In spite of man's noxious interference in the past, they have preserved 
the essential characteristics of aboriginal forests - i.e. their dynamic 
power of self-development". p. 9 

COMMENT: 

The integrity of the Bialowieza National Park (5,069 ha.) is 
intricately bound up in the Bialowieza Primeval Forest 58,000 ha. of 
which it forms a core part. The forest has historically been its buffer 
and for most of the fauna it continues to serve as such. In addition 
there is the 67,000 ha. Beloveghskaya Puscha Reserve in the Byalorussian 
SSR. 
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ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS 

Biosphere Reserve 

The Bialowieza National Park (5,069 ha.) was established as a Biosphere 
Reserve in September 1976. The conceptual structure of biosphere reserves 
has since that time changed to incorporate core areas (which the Bialowieza 
National Park is) as well as areas in which manipulative management and 
research can take place. 

The research and education activities taking place in the Bialowieza 
Primeval Forest is illustrative of an ideal biosphere reserve. It is 
strongly urged that the present biosphere reserve be expanded to incor­
porate the total area of the Bialowieza Primeval Forest. 

In brief, it is the view of IUCN that the Bialowieza National Park and 
the Bialowieza Primeval Forest combined would be an exceptional biosphere 
reserve. 

SUPPORTING COMMENTS FOR BIOSPHERE RESERVES 

Scientific research work of a forestal character in the Bialowieza 
National Park, is not only of theoretic value but is also very impor­
tant for elaborating scientific bases for forest economy. In connec­
tion with this, the Institute of Forestry Research is planning extensive 
research work, based on experiments in the cultivated part of the 
Primeval Forest, as a complementary work to the research carried out 
1n the National Park. This conception of treating the whole territory 
of the Forest as a simple scientific field of research, proves how 
important this territory is considered by scientists, and promises 1n 
the near future to transform the whole Primeval Forest into a broad 
Natural Reserve, as a phenomenon unique of its kind and of immeasurable 

value to science and culture. p. 22 

The Primeval Forest constitutes a priceless area for Natural Sciences 
and Forest Research. It is now the only lowland forest of a primitive 
character in Europe. Its numerous and various plant associations in an 
almost intact environment, the forest structure of its biocenoses, 
rich in strong dynamic activity have preserved the best system of 
productive powers in biotopes. p. 11 

The Bialowieza National Park has particularly favourable conditions for 
research, as a reservation from which all human interference is excluded. 
This is extremely important in long-term ecological investigations. It 
can be assumed that in surroundings where economic activity has been 
prohibited, all changes occurring can be ascribed to processes peculiar 
to a given type of biocenoses. This enables us correctly to analyse 
the influence of biotic and abiotic factors in a given biocenotic 
system in the natural course of observed phenomena. It shows that 
National Park and Reservations are the ideal places for ecological 
research, which is the trend of all scientific work carried out in the 
Bialowieza Park. p. 12 
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The scientific value of the Park is increased by the fact that research 
can be conducted simultaneously in strictly natural conditions, and 
in the cultivated parts of the Forest, in artificial conditions of 
human economy. In this way it becomes possible to analyze the influ­
ence of man on the trend and character of the changes occurring in the 
productive forces system on the biotope, and of the forest biocenose, 
as a result of economic activity. It also makes it possible to devise 
scientific principles for a cultivation plan of the valuable territory 
of the Primeval Forest. p. 13 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

It is not recommended that the Bialowieza National Park be listed on 
the World Heritage List as presently proposed (5,069 ha.). Three 
alternate courses of action are suggested: 

1. World Heritage List 

Option 1 
An expanded area preferably to include the Byelorussian section of the 
Bialowieza Primeval Forest as a joint nomination of Poland and the 
Byelorussian SSR be formulated. This would undoubtedly create a 
World Heritage site within the concept "outstanding universal value". 

Option 2 
2. The Bialowieza Primitive Forest (58,000 ha.) be placed on the List 
with the understanding that should the Byelorussian SSR area (67,000 ha.) 
be put forward both the Polish and the BSSR unit would form a single 
World Heritage Site. 

Option 2 is not recommended by IUCN on the basis of the integrity of 
the natural qualities. Much of the area of the World Heritage site 
would be subject to commercial exploitation even recognizing that this 
exploitation would be exceptionally carefully and scientifically managed 
it cannot be recommended. 

3. Not list as a World Heritage site but expand the biosphere reserve 
thereby creating a biosphere reserve of outstanding quality. 

CONCLUSION: 

The great scientific, educational and cultural value of Bialowieza 
National Park to the Polish people and to the European community are 
recognized to be of outstanding significance by IUCN. 

As a World Heritage site along with the Galapagos National Park, 
Yellowstone National Park, the Nahanni National Park and proposed sites 
such as the Grand Canyon, Virunga National Park and the Ngorongoro 
Conservation area, the Bialowieza National Park would be of secondary 
rank. IUCN does not believe that the site warrants such possible treat­
ment. We therefore propose the expansion of the present biosphere reserve 
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to incorporate the Primeval Forest. With such an action the Bialowieza 
National Park and the Bialowieza Primeval Forest would be recognized 
as one of the outstanding biosphere reserves in the world and such 
recognition would be totally warranted on the basis of the research 
and educational functions performed. 

International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources 

April 1979 
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The park "is 88% -,forested by mixed, broad-leaved. and conifer forests of "old 
growth" virgin stands. The pushcha is represented b'/12 main rforest assod'ia'tions; .i::: ' 
the major type beingtilio~Carpinetum in contrast to the typical cehtral European 

, Querco~,~arpinetum .. Over 900 yascular plant,sP.eC:i~~ h~ve beeD>e?~rded, i~cludin~-:: 
26 specIes of tree and 138 of shrub. In the entIre forest complex [there are also 
210 lichen species, 80 liverworts and more than 1,500 fungi. 



Represented by typiCal~~~ope~h"fores{ fa~~~' c~'~m3nities; witn 55"s'pecies of 
mammal,:-212,of birds, 11 amphibians and,,7Jeptiles. There are over 8,000 insect 
species throughout the' entire' forest co:mplex. 'Notabie mammal specie's include' 
European bison (V), wolf and European lynx, otter and large populations of red 
deer, roe and wild boar. ,Europeanbison.was exterminated in Bialowieza forest in 
1919 and reintroduced'there in,1·,929:. To da.te the number 'of bis'ori in the pushcha ", 
is 315. Birds include capercaillie,eagle owl and large numbers of·raptors . 
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The park protects a major proportion of·the Belovezhskaya pushcha whlch'is fo'una 
on both sides of the Polish/Belarus frontier. The responsible management agency 
is the Forest Department of the former Byelorussian SSR. Protection 'is by means 
of cross-country patrol vehicles, and air patrols occur during high fire-risk periods. 

, There-is no management plan:' although~one has been recommended which will 
parallel and'complement the Polish-Bialovvieza National Park management plan. It ' . 
has been recommended that management zones should be divided into strict pro,: " 
tected zones, partially protected zones and zones for tourism, traditional farming 

, and outer buffer zones. The authorities have, indicated that they also plan to 
increase both domestic and foreign tourism under the guidance of spe'cial excursion 
guides. To date ,there is limited: cooperation between the two national park 
authorities .on ,either sid~. of. the fr,ontier. However; '"since~ 'Ja'nuary-1991 the, ' 
Director of the Byelorussian Park has been nominated as a member'of the Scientific:' 
Council of .Polfsh Bialowieza 'Natio'~lCii Pa'rk: ',There have been"two meetings of the"' 
transfrontier park Polish':'Soviet Committee on' Env'ironmerltal Problems: " .' 
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potential threats'to the site, chief ~fwhich are 'p'esticide ancnertiliz'er run~off from' '"t 

state farms in or near the park' buffer zone, free-ranging cattle and wild ,deer 
grazing in the forest, disturbance, to the hydrological balance of the forest by land 
reclamation programmes (90km oL canals constructed sin'ce the ~'19'60s), and " 
threats from economic changes Je~ding to an increase in the use of timber for the 
park's saw,mill if inadequate regulatlonsj'ci-re app~roved. The 'tra'nsfrontier fence has 
caused major disruption 'to wildlife m'bvEHT1Emts through the" forest: , "- " :: 
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WORLD HERITAGE NOMINATION' - IUCN TECHNICAL EVALUATION 

1. ,DOCUMENTATION 

i) '-, ~ IUCN/WCMC Data Sheet (12 references) 
1) ,_ 
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't' ii) . : . Additional Literature ':Consulted:'" WWF-Austria, '1990." Ecological " 
" " ,Bricks for ,our Common'J-i6use o'fEur'ope: .' ": .. ,', ,';, . : 1 
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iii) Consultations: L. Kuleshova, P. Gunin, A. Nikolski, K. Braden, C. 
Okolow, T. Wesolowski 

, iv) . ;:' Field .Visit: ~No,ne 
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distinct among forest areas in the western' Palearctic. Its 'uniqueness stems 'from-i , 

its relati~e biological richness andJts largely undisturbed nature.' BP's free-ranging'~ . 
herd of European bison is its. third major feature and led to the World Heritage 

,inscription of .the Polish por'tion of, the',fo;r~stiri" '1979. ~The extent of old growth!: 
,virgin forest fOLind he're is tile larg'e'st in lowlan'd'Europe:" The location' of,the site" 

, in central Europe mixes elements from Scandinavia/Siberia and southern airectfons ' 
and consequently it has a higher diversity of species that other reserves in the 
Middle European Biogeographical Province. -

,~~.~"' ( ... ,,~ 1~ .. { -~~ .. ..: ~'t,\ (,"',-- ~):: ~ 

.. ~ ",: -r" ..:~r"![:"'~'\ _ ! .. ~ 1 t'" ~? ". "~.,f 1'J"I_' ~'t~, -1'.,.";·~ J- _ "'-'1----- ~- -~ tf~ - t .-~ .. ,.~...., ~ , 
3. ,INTEGRITY-- _ ,,.'. ":::,,. ~ " ,'~ - -, '~':":" ... :.-;: ";;!~"1":1' , :' ".~~-. '" -:!~:"" :,-.~ 

~ .'-i! _ • ~ -__ 1. '_ -' +"!l: _:~,~.- f 1"1" ,~1' ': _:, :_0>- -+":,~ ,,_. --to; -. S ~.~., "_ "'!:r f! -/ 'II"~' r-o.- t _: - #-~, ~~I~ "'tj-

Th~ le~~," s~at~;-~f"Bp'~~'as '~pg~aded 'in' '1'991' 'but fi 'is-n~t cl~ai'if all'for~er ·~'s~~'~ •. 
, ','. . ,". I 

, laws have been rescinded., Details about staffing levels and budget are also lacking· 
-,and the impact at' activities being conducted \Nithi't, t-he reserve by 19'caFresidents 
is not known., An urgent need is, for a management plan Which '-:should be­
coordinated with- the one prepared for the park on the Polish sideJ This plan should . 
take into account the activitle's that are bein'g<'undertaken''j'n the 'buffer'zone ofBP . 
that are affecting the park (e.g. use' of pesticides and water re'clatnation activities). 

" .. , I ' ~ 

Although ,there'.is ,now, a Polish/Soviet .Committee .. for environ~ental protection, 
cooperation between both parks is still only symb'olic.· 'A' game-p'roof fenC'a along-
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the border i~ still in place .. The,addition,of'BP,to Bialowieza has the potential to 
" "greatly improve the inte'grity'a~d ~iab'ility'of th~'wi(dlife populations'a-'nd to"promdfe 

coordination of management. (note that BP is approximately 18 times the size.of 
its P6lish-counterpart).- ~ .. "-. ".. - "~_""_ ", 

4. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 
'. 

- , 
~ ~ ~~"""""~"'1':"~" ."~ ...... "",~,, ... <-~_ "-t'C I .Jif' - ~- ~ -'~ if'~ 'l '-" 

The Bialowieza forest complex is one of a netviork 'of 24,tran"sfrontier protected 
areas proposed-in the ,European NGO, initiative~:.called "Ecological Bricks". Two 
other World Heritage sites in this proposal that are also proposed for extension into 
the neighbourin"g country are Pirin ~(Bulgaria) arid Danube Delta (Ro-mania). 

5. EVALUATION' 

'. ~- < .' -':,. .,-. • i..., ~ - r . ~ 

Although there are a"number of management details lacking and much work to be 
done to strengthen management of the site, the forest habitat of BP is largely still 
intact. It would substantially add to the "integrity. of the ,ex~sting site particularly 
if,the fence between the two parks via's removed. A sharing 'of' experience .:: 
b;etween "the Polish and Belar-u's ,sides is .essential and 'a beginning has been made 
to foster-cooperation. The management plannrng process should thus' involve both 
sides, and be s9'en as a priority' activity. -' , ,." ," 

"'~ -.;T "", .,~_ ~ '", r' ., or _ .... ~ ,', ,'"' ~ ~ _ r '_ -.~ +-~l~"-r~)·- - :'~~" ~ 7"" ->.~ ... ~;:;. _ -::, r ' ...... ~.,.....-.:~ ...... ~- •••• J~'~ ~, 

it i~' also ~ot '~ntirely·.C1e·arin the"'-~~riiiriatioh' that 'the a'r~a -bOeing n6min~-ted is'only 
_ ,the 'contiguous core' of the forest' imd ,riot the' buffer z'one nor the isolates in the 

south:westco'rner~~::,:;j'~' ',,', ":~ ~;._. '''''''_''' ':'" " .'_,,:,,' >, " " 

6. 'RECOMMENDATIONS - 0 

The "old growth fO'rests' and associat~d fauna of BP cle"arly meets criteria (iii) and ' 
its inclusion on the World Heritag'e'as an extension of Bialowieza"N'ationa'j Park In ' 

Poland is recommended. The ,Bureau .should request the Belarus authorities: . 
'"n ':,'-: "."~' :,~-'"",,«cv~' ;." ~,' ," ,',: ,'0, ",:-, "":'.':,< ":' '".! ',,' ~ '~', .:", ",,·'t' ~,"~", /':. 

-, : {>, ~'. to confirm their understanding that theboundaries of th"e site only include 
.'J ,~,.the_core?o·ne;:, .. '",,~[~, ~. "- :~~,-, ",:-,,"; ',. "," ':~:_,., "'r~~'," 

- '· ... L-~.:.-~ L"_~ ~.,.- ~" •. _ d;~ r~t):-!.. '~"";;:1 'f~'~,'-~:_-r-:: '",.'.1',-.., .·.r,~J,~_ .... _-,. '~-~'~l~"'" T<~'"" _ "" •• ': ... '" 

,-~;: ,to undertake (with assistance from the World Heritage Fund if ne'cessary) 
. f;:·: " ;amanagement.plan for the 'area which would' be coordina'ted with ttlat for 

the Polish side;"' ,".,.... < "" ',.. "', • " ' 

. "'. ~",.:~~r .~~~r-di~'~~~'\:a~d, "share', ~~ri~~e~e'nt~ e~p"e~ience' '~~ith ;~ ttl'eir ' Polish 
counter'parts; and '" ~ : 

30 



'r I l'!''' ~ , "~ , ' 

_" '1 ~ .• ~ 

to state their willingness to remov"e the fence between the two parks if the 
management plan determines that this would lead to enhanced viability. 

In addition, the Governments ~f poland and Belarus shoGld be asked if they would 
agree to designating the Bialowieza Forest as one singletransfrontier site on the 
World Heritage List .. 

ht'~JoI~--

, .. 
. i 

. 
~i 
~I 

c'::~/ 
~ .. 

0.').":\<:- /. 
-/ .. 
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DESiGNATION POUR lA LlSTE DU PATRIMOINE MONDIAl' 
... RESUME PREPARE PAR l'UICN . 

628:PARC NAtioNAL DE BElOVEZHSKAYA~PUSHCHA (BIElORUSSIE) 

Resume prepare par Ie CMSC/UICN (avril 1 992) a'~rfr~s la designation d'origine 
soumise par Ie gouvernement de la Republique de' Bielofussie. L' original et tous hils 
documents presentes., a I'appui de cette designation seront disponibles pour 
consultation aux reunions du Bureau et du Comite .• '. 

1. SITUATION ~ 

Au SUd-oue'st de la~l3ieI9russie, a la frontiere avec Ie' n()rd:~st de la Pologne centrale,' 
la region de Brest, les districts de Kamenetsky et Pruzhansky, la region de Grodno et· 
Ie district de Svislochsky. Environ 87 600 hectares ..... 

2. DONNEES JUR-'D'OUES ' 
,--=, '- -------~'" '=~-

r _ _ - _ _ 

La region a ete class_ee parc national en 1991, en remplacement de I'ancienne ferme 
reserve de chasse d'Etatdu mame nom. Le premier texte de loi sur la protection de . 

. - la forat date de 1538. La pushcha est protegee' en vertu d'une Decision de l'Union des' 
Commissa ires du· Peuple, 1944; d'une Ordonnan'ce du, Conseil des Ministresde. 
I'URSS, 1957 et d'un Decret du Conseil des Ministres de la RSS de Bielorussie "Sur ' . 

. la reorganisation de la fermereserve de chasse d'Etat de Belovezhskaya Pushcha" ,'~. 
1991. Le Parc national polonais adjacent (5316 ha),aete cree en 1932,- approuve ' .. 

, reserve de la biosphere en juin 1976 et inscrit slJr la Liste du patrimoine mondial en 
1979. 

-"'- " 

3; IDENTIFICATION .. ~ 

. Situee sur la lign~Cte':pc~~tage des eaux entre la mer-BaliiCiue et la mer Noi~e, la regio~­
est couverte de f()rmations glaciaires et de' depots composes de sables profonds 
recouvrant des argiles et d'argiles et de limons recoLivrant Ie lit rocheux du Cretace. . - ' 

Le parc est recouvert,~ a 88 'pour cent, deforats vierges anciennes, forats mixtes de- . 
coniferes et de feulllLis. ,La pushcha est representee par 12 associations forestieres 
principales,dont Ie type Ie plus important est Ie Tilio-Carpinetum qui contraste avec 
Ie Ouerco-Carpinetum typique d'Europe centrale. On y adenombre 900 especes'de 

(, plantes vasculaires dont 26 especes d'arbres et1 38 d'arbustes. Dans la totalite'du' . 
. complexe forestier on note egalement 210 especes de lichen, 80 hepatiques et plus 

, de 1500 champignons. . . 
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Des communautes typiques de la faLine europeenne forestiere y sont representees: 55 
especes de mammiferes,212 d'oiseaux, 11 d'amphibiens et 7 de reptiles. II y a plus ~ 
de 8000 especes d'insectes dans tout lecomplexe forestier. Les especes de 
mammiferes particulierement remarquables sontle bisona'Europe (V), Ie loup et Ie _­
lynx d'ELIrope,la loutre et -de grandes populations de cerfscommuns, de chevreuils 
et de sangliers. 

- - - -- -

Le bison d'Europe, extermine de la forat de Bialowieza en J 919, y a ete reintroduit, 
en 1929. Ace jour, on compte 315 hisons- dans la pushcha. Parmi les oiseaux, on 
note Ie grand tetras, Ie grand duc et un tres grand nombre de rap aces. 

- - -
4. ETAT DE PRESERVATION/CONSERVATION 

~ . ~- - --

Le parc protege urie- importante proportion de la pushcha Belovezhskaya que I' on 
trouve tant -du cote polonais que- du cote Bielorusse de -Iafrontiere. L'organe de 
gestion responsable est Ie Departement des Forats de I'ancienne RSS de Bielorussie. 
La protection est assLiree grace a des vehiculesde patrouille tout-terrain et,pendant 
les periodes a haut risqueCd'incendie, par des patrouilles aeriennes. II semblerait qu'il 
n'y ait aucun plandegestion bien que I'on en aitrecommande un qui fait pendant 
avec Ie plan de gestion du Parc national polonais de Bialowi~za et qui Ie complete. II 
a ete recommande de diviser les zones gerees en zonE3s' integralement protegees, 
zones partiellement protegees et zpnes pour Ie tourisme -et I'agriculture traditionnelle -
et zones tampons. Les autorites ont indique qu'elles prevoyaientegalement d'accroitre - -
Ie tourisme national et stranger sous la direction ae guides s'peciaJement formes. A ce 
jour, la cooperation estlimiteeentre les ~eux organesd~ gestion des parcs nationaux 
qui se trouvent de part et d'autre de la frontiere. T6utefois, depuis janvier 1991, le­
directeur du Parc de Bielorussie a ete designe membre du conseil scientifique du Parc 
national polonais de Bialowieza. Le comite bielorusse-p'oI6nais du parc transfrontiere-

_ s'est reuni deux fois·pour discuter de problemes ecologiques. 

-Le site ne connait, semble-t-il, pratiquement aucu~e: men-ace car aucun complexe 
industriel, aucune voie de chemin de fer ou route principalen'est situe a proximite. 
Tp~t~f?i~, il existe.un _6er~ain ~ombre de menaces Jl~tentielles.dontles ,principales __ 
seraient Ie ruissellememt de pesticides et d'engrais des fermes d'Etat qui se trouvent 
dans la zone tampon du.parc ou a proximite, Ie befail qui se deplace sanscontrainte--

I c _ ~ _ - , _ - • 

et les cervides sauvagesqui paisserit dans la forat,ainsi que la perturbation de. 
I'~quilibre hydrologique de la forat par des problemesd'assainissement des terres (90 
ktn de canaux ont -ete construits depuis les _ armees e60) et les changements 
etonomiques qui entrain.erorit une augmentation de I'utilisation du bois par la scierie 

_ du parc sides reglements inadequatssont approuves~ La cloture qui longe la frontiere 
a gravement perturbe les mouvements de la faune dansJa forat: 

5. RAISONS JUSTIFIANT LA DESIGNATION POUR lALISTE­
DU PATRIMOINE MONDIAL 

Pour justifier la designation du Parc national d'Etat de Belovezhkaya Pushcha en tant-
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que bien du C patrimoine mondial, Ie gouvernement de la Republique de Bielorussie 'a . 
donne les raisonssuivantes: 

Bien naturel 

(iii) Contienf desphe~omEmes m1turels-,rares ou exceptionnels, des_. 
formations et des elements d'une beaute .naturelle exceptionnelle. -Le 
parc national d'etat est un complexe naturel unique, Ie seul de son genre 
en Europe a sLibir peu d'influence humaine. II s'agit d'un vaste massif de­
foret vierge ancienne contenant une population protegee d'animaux et 
de plantes menaces. 
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~~··DESIGNATION POUR LE PATRIMOINEMONDIAL 
EVALUATION TECHNIQUE DE L'UICN 

~ ~ - ... 

628: PARC NATIONAL D'ETAT DE BELOVEZHSKAYA PUSHCHA (BIELORUSSIE) 

1. DOCUMENTATION 

i) Fiches descriptives UICN/CMCS (12 rl3terences) 

ii) Litterature~c-onsultee: WWF-Autriche, ~ 1990. -Ecological Bricks for ~ our 
Common House of Europe ~ 

iii) Consultations: - L. Kuleshova, P. Gunin, A. Nikolski, K. Braden,C . 
. Okolow, -T._ Wesolowski 

iv) Visite dusite: :, Aucune 

2. COMPARAISON AVEC D' AUTRES AIRES ~ 

Le complexe foresti~r:de Bialowieza dont, fait ~~a~~t-ie~-~e-Iovezhs'~~~~ Pushcha -sa' 
distingue des autres regions' forestieres du palearctique occidental. I Son caractere 

- I -

unique vient de 'sarichesse biologique relative et -de sa nature largement non 
perturbee. La troisiema caracteristique est Ie troupeau' s8uvagede bisons d'Europe de -
Belovezhskaya Pushcha-qui 'a conduit a I'inscription de la partie polonaise de la foret ~ 

, ala Liste du patrimoine mondial, en 1979. L'etendue de foret vierge ancienne que I'on 
y trouve est la plus vaste dans ,Ies plaines d'Europe. De par sa situation en Europe 
~centrale, Iii regionassocie. des elements de direction scandinave/siberienne et 
meridionale, ce qui fait que la diversite des espeCesest piLls forte que dans les autres 

_ reserves dela provincebiogeographique d'Europecentrale. 

3. INTEGRITE' ~ 

Le statut juridiqLie de ~Bel'6vezh~kaya Pushcha a etea~eliore en 1991, mais on ne sa it ~ 
pas avec precision si toutesjes anciennes lois de l'URSS's6nt devenues caduques. On 
manque egalement de details sur Ie personnel etle budget, ainsi que sur I'impact des 
activites des residents locaux sur la reserve. II est urgent d'~elaborer un plan de gestion 
en coordinationav~~ccelui qui est en preparation pour Ie parc polonais. Ce plan devrait . 
tenir compte des activites entreprises dans la zoneJainpon de Belovezhskaya Pushcha-

~ et qui affectent Ie parc (par exemple, I'utilisationde pesticides et les activites ~ 

d'assainissement). -
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Bien. qu'il existe maintenant un" comite russo-polonais' pour la protection de 
-I'environnement, la cooperation entre les deux parcs est encore symbolique. Une 
barri~re antigibier sert encore de limite' entre les deux parcs: Ajouter Belovezhskaya 
Pushcha a Bialowieza offre Ie potentiel d'ameliorer graridement I'integrite et la viabilite­
des populations de faune sauvage et de promouvoir la coordination de la gestion. (A 

, noter que Belovezhskaya Pushcha couvre environ 18 fois la superficie de la section 
polonaise.) -. 

4. . COMMENTAIRES ADDITIONNELS 

Le .complexe forestier -de' Bialowieza fait partie (j'un -reseau de 24 aires protegees 
transfrontieres propose par I'initiative des ONG europeennes, intitulee "Briques 
ecologiques". Deux autres biens du patrimoine mondial figurent dans cette­
proposition"et leur extension a I'interieur du pays voisin est erivisagee. \I s'agit de 
Pirin '(en Bulgarie) et au delta du Danube (en Roumanie). 

5. . EVALUATION 
---

. Bien qu'un certain norribre'de points 'concernantlage~tio-'n fassent defaut et q~'iI y 
T - - '. 

ait encore beaucoup-a faire pour renforcer la gestiondu site, Ie biotope forestier de 
Belovezhskaya Pushcha est quasi intact. La designation serait un plus pour \'integrite 
du site actual, en particulier si la cloture entre les deux parcs etait abattue. Le partage 

, de I'experience entre les autorites polonaises et celles de Bielorussie est essentiel. Les 
. premiers pas ontdeja ,ete faits pour encourager la ,cooperation. ,Le processus 

d'elaboration d'unpl,an,de gestion devrait donc faire participer les deux pays et etre 
considere comme una activite prioritaire. -

\I n'e'st pas entierement etabli da~s la designationsi !'aire designee est uniqu-ement­
la foret centrale- contigue et exclut la zone tamponet les ·enclaves de la zone-
sud-ouest. 

6. RECOMMANDATION 

. Les 10rets andenne-sei la faune associee de Beloveztlsl<a'ya Pushcha repondenfsans ~-­
equivoque au critere (iii), et I'inclusion, du site au -Ratrimoine mondial, entant 
qu'extension du Parc national de Bialowieza en Pologne, est recommandee. Le Bureau 
devrait demander aux autorites de Bielorussie: 

30 

--
--

de confirrrier leur definition des limites du -site pour n'inclure que la zone-
centrale; 

d'entreprendre (av-ec I'aide du Fonds du patrimoine mondiaVsi necessaire) un 
plan de gestion pour I'aire qui serait coordonne avec Ie plan de gestion 
polonais; 



, 

de coordonner ~et de partager I'experience degestion avec leurs collegues . 
polonais;· et 

. de declarer leur volonte d'abattre la cloture entre les deux parcs, si Ie plan de 
gestion conclut que cela ameliorerait la viabilite. 

En outre, il faudrait demander aux gouvernements de Pologne et de Bielorussie s'ils 
acceptent de designer la foret de Bialowieza cOlllme unique bien transfrontier inscrit 
sur la Liste du patrimoine mondial. 
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