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I.e choix de cette vallee, OCC1.1p8e Jus- was burned in 909, whereafter they sought 
qua la sporadiqu:ment par des populations out other territorial bases: at Sedrata, 
norrades, s 'expliqua avant tout par les and finally in the M' Zab. 
possibili -res . de defense qu' elle offrai t 'Ihe choice of this valley, inhabited 
a une carrrrnm.aute soucieuse de sa defense sporadically until then by norrad popula'r 
et farouche:rrent decidee a· sauvegarder son tions, is explained above all by the de­
identite, ftlt .... ce au prix de l' isolerrent. fensive possibilities which it offered a 

L'occupation du sol et l'organisation carrmurli.ty, concerned with its protection 
de l'espace s'inspirent de princifes tres and fiercely dedicated to the preservation 
stricts et rewtent un caractere exam- of i ts identity, even at the exp:mse of 
plaire par leur rigueur et leur minutie. its CMn isolation. 
Cinq ksour (villages fortifies) : El 'Ihe occupation of the land and the orgar 
Attetff, Bou Neura, Beni Isgoon, Malika et nization of space were inspired by ve:ry 
Ghardaia, irrplantes sur des eperons ro- strict principles; and,in their preciseness 
cheux, regrotrp:mt une population seden- and their detail, they are of an exempla:ry 
taire et essentiellerrent W±>aine. Chacune character . Five ksour (fortified villages) 
de ces cites miniatures, enserree de rnu- : El Atteuf, Bou Noura,Beni Isguan, Malika and 
railles, est damineepar une rrosquee dent Ghardaia, located on the rocky outcroppings 
Ie minaret fait fonction'de tour de group together a stationa:ry and essentially 
La rrosquee est en effet congue camre une m::ban FOPulation. Each of these miniature 
forteresse, demier bastion de la resis- ci tadels, encircled by walls, is dominated 
tance en cas de siege,et carrporte un by a rrosque, whose minaret functions as a 
arsenal et un silo a grains. Autour de ce watch taver. 'lhe rrosque (with its arsenal 
bAtirrent essentiel a la vie camrmmautaire and grain stores) is, in fact, conceived 
s 'organisent des maisons disposees en cer- as a fortress, the last bastion of resis-
cles concentrlques jusqu'au rerrpart. Cha- tance in the event of a Siege. Aromd this 
que maison consti tue une cellule cubique building I which is essential to carrmunal 
de type fixe, illustrant une organisation life, are houses bull t in concentr;i..c cir­
sociale egali tai:r:e fondre sur Ie respect cles and set out, up to the fortress walls. 
de la structure familiale dent elle s' at- Each house, a cubic cell of a standard 
tache a preserver l'intimite et I' autono- type, illust.ratesan egalitarian social 
m1e. organization, based on the respect for the 

Bors les rnurs, cet ideal egalitaire re- structure of the famil.y, whose intimacy 
git encore les necropoles, ou seules se andautonart'¥ its aim was to preserve. 
distingoont, panni des sepultures indiffe- OUts1de the walls, this egalitarian icea 
renciees, les t.arrbes des sages et de peti- reigns, as well, in the necroples, where, 
tes rrosquees. arrong the nondistinctive graves, only the 

I.e rrode de vie des Ibadi tes ce la vallee tarrbs of sages and the small rrosques are 
du M' Zab irrpliquait me migration saison- distingLUshable. 
niere. Chaque ete, la population s'instal- 'lhe living pattern of the Thadis of the 
Ie dans la palrreraie, ou des ilvilles diM' zab Valley included a seasonal migration. 
ete" se signalent par I' :inplantation plus Each sumrrer, the population settled in palm 
lAche de 1 'habitat, Ie caractere defensif groves, where the "sumrer cities" were rnar-
tres pousse" des maisons, la presence de ked by the looser organization of their 
tours de gu§t et dime rrosquee sans mina- settlem:mts, the-highly defenSive nature of 
ret carrparable a celles des cinetieres. the houses, the presence of watch t.c:Mers 

Ces 3 elerrents constants: ksar, cineti- and of a rrosque without minaret, carrparable 
ere, palrreraie avec sa cite d I ete, se re- to those in the cerreteries. 
trouvent dans les 5 villes c Us contribu- 'Ihese 3 unchang1ng elerrents: the ksar, 
ent a illustrer, selon Ie cri tere V, m the cerrete:ry, the palm grove with its sum-
exerrple, eminent d'un habitat humain tra- ITer "citadel", are found in all 5 villages. 
di tiannel, representatif d' une culture 'Ihey serve to illustrate an exarrple of a 
qui perdure Jusqu'au XXe siecle. traditional human settlerrent which, in ac-

Ils apportent aussi,aux terrres du crite- cordance with criterion V, is representa­
re III,m terroignage exceptionnel sur la ti ve of a culture which has continued into 
culture ibadite a son ar:ogee. 20th century. 
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Enfin, Ie crt tae II s' appliCllE parfai te­
rrent en ce cas : l'habitat de la vallee 
du M' Zab a exerce une influence conside­
rable sur- les archi tectes et urbanistes 
du XXe si~le, dele Corbusier a Pouillon. 

AlS€), in telJ'l'S ofcriteri.on III, they 
bear wi t:ness ,.:. uL.a .noat. exceptional nan­
ner, to the Ibad! cultm::e at its height. 

Finally I crt terion II is I in this case I 
eminently applicable.; .. the .. settlen:ent of 
the M' Zab VaJ.~ey has exerted a considera­
ble influenCe: on architects and ci ty­
planners c of the 20th century I fram Le 
Comusier to Pouillon. 

ICQM)S, Paris, 
Mai 1982 
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