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A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomina tion : fuhenjo Daro 

Loca tion: Sind 

State party: Pakistan 

Da te: Decerrber 12th, 1979 

B) ICDr-10S RECOMMENDATION 

That the nominated property be included 
on the World Heritage List. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

. ./ 

De proportions imposantes (240 Hectares), 
fuhenjo Daro est Ie plus ancien vestige 
urbain de la peninsule Indienne. Le site est 
..,..: vise en 2 secteurs: Ie tertre du stupa qui 

eleve dans Ie secteur OUest et vers l'Est 
les ruines de la basse ville etendues Ie 
long des berges de'l'Indus. 

Of massive proportions (240 hectares), I' 

Le stupa, construit sur une inmense plate­
fonne de brique crue, est canpose des ruines 
de plusieurs structures majeures: Ie Grand 
Bain, Ie Grand Grenier, la Cour du College 
et Ie Hall a Colonnes. - ainsi que de nero­
breuses maisons pri vees. La basse ville tres 
etendue, est consti tuee d' un ensemble de mai 
sons pri vees et publiques, de pui ts, de maga 
sins et de batiments ccmnerciaux. Ces bati­
ments se si tuent Ie long de rues qui se croi 
sent a angle droit, dans un plan urbanistiquE 
tres elabore qui camprend egalement d'impor­
tants systernes de drainage et sanitaires . 
Le site de funhenjo Daro repond a tous les 
criteres pour etre inscrit sur la liste du 
Patrimoine Mbndial. 

Mbhenjo Dare is the primary urban ruin on 
the Indian peninsula. The site canprises 
2 sectors : a stupa mound which rises in 
the western sector .and to the East, the 
lower city ruins spread out along the 
banks of the Indus River. 
The stupa mound, built on a massive plat­
form of mud brick is ccxrq;x:>sed of ruins of 
several major structures; the Great Bath 
the Great Granary, the College Square and 
the Pillared Hall - as well as a number 
of private hones. The extensive lower 
city is a complex of private and public 
houses, wells, shops and c::armercial 
buildings. These buildings are laid out 
along streets which intersect each other 
at right angles, in a highly orderly form 
of city planning which also incorporated 
irr;lortant systems of sanitation and 
drainage. The site of MDhenjo Daro is 
eminently qualified to be included on the 
\'Jorld Heritage List. It corresponds to . / 
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11 repond au critere 2 par le fait qu'il 
a exerce une influence considerable sur les 
developpements ulterieurs de l'urbanisation 
de la peninsule indienne. MJhenjo Daro re­
pond egalement au critere 3 puisque c'est 
la ruine urbaine la plus ancienne et la 
mieux conservee de la peninsule Indienne , 
remontant au debut du 3eme siecle av.J.C. 

D) INI'ffiRITE, AUI'HENTIClTE, ETAT DE 
CONSERVATION 

Protege par l'Acte de conservation des rronu-
~rnents Historiques J-bhenjo Daro a egalanent 

vbtenu l' aide de l' UNESCO ces dernieres an­
nees. Uniquenent 1/3 de ces inp:>rtantes rui­
nes urbaines a ete degage. 
Les fondations du site sont menacees par 
l'action du sel due a une elevation du niveau 
de l'Indus. Un projet de desalinisation a ete 
entrepris et devrai t etre poursui vi dans le 
futuro 

ICOMOS Paris, 1980.05 

criterion 2 in that it exercised a consi­
derable influence on the ulterior develop­
rrents of urbanization on the Indian penin­
sula. J-bhenjo Daro also qualifies under 
cri terion 3 as it is the rrost ancient and 
best preserved urban ruin on the Indian 
sub-continent dating back to the beginning 
of the 3rd century B.C. 

D) lNI'EX3RITY, AUl'HENI'ICITY, BrATE OF 
CONSERVATION 

Under the protection of the Ancient r-bnu­
rrents Preservation Act, ~bhenjo Daro has 
also received assistance from UNESCO in 
recent years. Of this vast urban ruin, 
only about one-third has been excavated. 
The foundations of the site are threatened 
by saline action due to a rise of the water 
table of the Indus River. A desalinization 
project has been begun and should be 
continued in the future. 
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