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A) IDENTIFICATION A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propos6: Ouartier de "Bryggen" Nomination: Bryggen 

Lieu: Bergen Location: Bergen 

Etat partie: NOrV@e State party: Norway 

Date: 15 Noverribre I278 Date: November 15, 1978 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

Que le bien culture1 propos6 soit ins- That the proposed cultural property be 
crit SUT la Liste du Tatrirroine x'tondial- included on then World Hwitaqe List on 
au titre du critere III. the basis of criterion III. 

C) JUSTIFICATION -. C) JUSTIFICATION 

Cequartierde constructions tradition- In its present appearance, this part 0f 
nelles en bois perp&ue, dans son appa- the townwithits traditionalwooden 
rence actuelle, le souvenir d'un des buildings perpetuates the rdranceof 
plus anciens ports dugrand axnercede one of the oldest large tradingport of 
lIEurope septentrionaleetduseulcwop- northernEurope andtheonlY tradingpOst 
toir ext&ieur de la Hanse dont les outside of theHanseaticLeaguewhose 
structures primitives restentinscrites original structures mminwithinthe 
dam le parcellaire et le paysage ur- city limits andcityscape. 
bain. 

Founded in about 1070 by king Olav the 
Fond6 vers 1070 par le roi Olav le Paci- Peaceful (Olav KYrre)? the port Of Berga 
fique (Olav Kyrre), le port de Bergen was initially a possession of the old 
fut dlabord une possession de la vieille NOrrifeghl t3lZkSkOCEi~ &lich had acquired 
aristocratic nor&gienne gui s'&ait a monopoly on fish trading. The sagas, 
assur6 le mmopole du connerce du pois- such as that of king Sverre (ca. 1180) 
son. Des sagas, axmw celle du roi already spoke of the Bryggen district, 
Sverre (vers 1180) mzntionnent d6js le as the base of patrician merchants. About 
quartier de Bryggen, sorte de fief du 1350, the powerful Hanseatic &ague 
patriciat marchand. Vers 1350, la puis- gainedcontrolofBergenandaf00d 
sante lignehans~tigue s'assure le packing trade was established not long 
c0ntrale de Bergenofiune conserverie afterwards. TheBryggendistrict~ 
est ouverte peu ap&s. C'est aux colons its physiognaq to the Gemran colonists. 
allerrrands gue le quartier de Bryggen It is characterized by the construction 
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doit sa physionchnie, caract&is& par 
l'implantation de files de b3timznts 
le long de rues Wroites perpendiculai- 
res au quai. 

L'unitg urbaine est organis& autour 
d'une tour (le G&d) mune 3 plusieurs 
maisons de bois Z trois niveaux dont les 
fagades a pig-non et les murs latgraux 
sont couverts d'essentes, le toit Gtant 
con&it& de bardeaux. Vers l'arriere 
du G&cd, un petit entrep3 ou cellier 
(kjellere) en Pierre protege l'ensenble 
contrel'incendie. Cette structure rGpG-- 
titive &aitadapt& auxconditions de 
vie des colons du ccmptoir hans~atigue. 

Les comnercants allemands, c~libataires, 
prenaientleurs guartiers d'hiverdans 
les petitesr~isons individuelles enbois, 
les celliers servant d'entrep& ou de de- 
p& comnun 3 plusieurs d'entre eux. V&i- 
table colonie, Bryggen jouissait d'une 
quasi extEritorialitE qui se prolongea 
en faitaprGs le d&artdes hansSates 
jusqu'Z. la crgation en 1754 d'un curptoir 
nor&giendfiSl'initiative dep&cheurs 
et d'anrateurs d'origine all-de. 

Ce quartiero~ sont inscrites les traces 
d'une organisation so&ale de l'espace 
remontant au XIV&r3 siScle subit, au - 
tours des si&cles plusieurs sinistres, 
les incendies de 1476 et 1702 coqtant 
parmi les plus d&astreux. Toujours 
reconstruit conformGmznt au plan d'ori- 
gine et selon c3es techniques tradition- 
nelles, il garde toutefois une allure 
m&ii&ale. En 1955, un nouvel incendie 
a port6 grav'3tEnt atteinte Z 1'intEgritE 
de Bryggen, dont un tiers environ a 6% 
d&St. Ala suite de ce dernier sinistre, 
une restaurationattentive des 58maisons 
subsistantes a c%S entreprise et, surtout, 
des fouilles m'%hodiques ont fait conna?- 

of buildings along thenarrwstreets 
running parallel to the docks. 

Theurbanunitrevolves aroundacourt- 
yard (the G&d), which is coxmon to 
several three-level wooden houses whose 
gabled facades andlateralwalls are 
covered with shingles as are the roofs. 
Toward the back of the G&d, there is 
a small warehouse or storeroan (kjellere) 
of stonewhichprotects the area against 
fire. This repetitive structure was 
adapted to the living conditions of the 
colonists of theHanseatic tradingpost. 

The Germm tirchants, who were bachelors, 
took up winter residence in the ~~11 
individualwoodenhouses, andthe store- 
manswere usedas individualor collec- 
tivewareh0uses.A true colony, Bryggen 
enjoyedquasi-extraterritorialitywhich 
continuedonbeyond the departure of the 
Hanseatics until the creation of a Nor- 
wegian tradingpostin1754 on the impetus 
of fishermznandshipownersof Gem 
origin. 

This quarterwhichbears the traces of 
social organizationof sp&e going back 
to the 14th century suffereddarrageover 
thecenturies, scmeof themcstdevasta- 
ting of which being the fires of 1476 
and 1702. The quarter nevertheless retains 
amedievalappearanceduetothefactthat 
itwas always reconstructedinacaxdance 
with the original plan andusing traditi- 
onal techniques. In 1955 another fire did 
extensive damge to thecityas awholt 
one-third of which was destroyed. Follo- 
wingthislastcxtastrophe,thergMining 
58 houses were carefully restored and 
rt&hodicalexcavations revealedvarious 
levels of occupation of the quarter, from 
the12thto the18thcentury.Cnthispar- 
titular occasion, the variations of the _~ 

tre divers niveauxd'occupationduguartier, seafront,whichcontrastwiththeimrmta- 
du XII&E au XVIIIZme si&le. Les variations bility of the land plot, were studied. 
du front de mw, dont la mbilite contraste 
avec la fixite du parcelltie, ont et6 
&xli&s 2 cette occasion. 

Quartier ancien h-&-x?, "Bryggen" illus- 
tre dans sa forma actuelle, postgrieure Z 
l'incendie de 1702, l'organisation spatiale 
d'unquartier denwxhar& hans~atiques, 
sort12 de "fondaco" septentrional dont ni 
Li&eckniNovgorodne fournissentl'ecui- 
valent. "Bryggen" peut &ce inscrit sur la 
Liste du Patrirrcine rrondial au titre du 
critsre III. 

In its present form, follcwing the 1702 
fire, Bryggen, a harmonious ancient guarter, 
illustrates theuseof space inaquarter 
0fHanseaticmerchants. It is a typeof 
northern "fondaco" unequalled by even 
LubeckandNovgorod. Bryggencanbe inclu- 
ded on tie World Heritage List on the 
basis of criterion III. 


