










CANADA-Nahanni National Park 

CANADA - Northwest Territories 

NAME Nahanni National Park 

MANAGEMENT CATEGORY II (National Park) 
X (World Heritage Site - Criteria: ii, iii, iv) 

BIOGEOGRAPHICAL PROVINCE 1.04.03 (Canadian Taiga) 

GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION South-west corner of Northwest Territories, along 
the South Nahanni River and part of the Flat River. 
123O36' -127'30fW 

61°04'-62000'N, 

DATE AND HISTORY OF ESTABLISHMENT Established as a national park reserve 
in 1972. Accepted as a World Heritage site in 1978. 

476,560ha .REA 

LAND TENURE; Government of Canada 

ALTITUDE 180m-2,700m 

PHYSICAL FEATURES The park encompasses parts of the Hyland Plateau, Selwyn 
Mountains, Liard Plateau, Mackenzie Plain and Mackenzie Mountains and a 
major part of the Nahanni River, one of North America's finest wild rivers. 
The Flat and South Nahanni rivers are older than most of the mountain 
ranges they cut through. In the northern area of the park are the peaks of 
Ragged Range, Hole-in-the-Wall Lake and a 41'C hot spring. In the valley 
below, Rabbit kettle hot spring rises in a succession of terraces to a 
height of 30m. Other features of the area include three major canyons up 
to 19km long and l,OOOm-1,300m deep, spectacular waterfalls with 1OOm drop, 
caves in the steep limestone cliffs, extensive spectacular karst terrain 
and large areas that have been unglaciated for up to 300,000 years. 

CLIMATE Cold continental with wide monthly variations in temperature and 
_recipitation from year to year. 

VEGETATION The park contains transitional and vegetation of two major 
biomes, the Nearctic boreal forest and Nearctic alpine tundra. All stages 
of boreal occur, from recent burns to mature spruce forests, with the 
variations associated with wet, mesic and dry habitats. Dense growth on 
valley bottoms, with white spruce Picea alaucq and poplar .m sp. 
dominating. At higher altitudes and on the northern slopes, black spruce 
Picea mariana is more prominent. Near Virginia Falls a good area of 
spruce-larch/lichen taiga is present with many orchids as well. Alpine 
tundra characterised by sedges Carey spp., lichens, grasses and shrubs, 
occurs on the higher mountains of the Tlogotsho, Headless and Funeral 
ranges. Wild mint Lamius sp., golden rod SolidaaQ sp., yellow 
monkey-flower Mimulus auttatus and aster are among the many flowering 
plants that grow in abundance near mineral springs in the vicinity of Flat 
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River. Almost 600 species of vascular plants and 325 species of bryophytes 
have been identified in Nahanni. 

FAUNA Forty species of mammals including grey wolf Canis lupus (V), 
grizzly bear Ursus arctos, black bear U. americanus, woodland caribou 
Ranaifer tarandus caribou, moose Alces alces, white-tailed deer Odocoileus 
virainianus, mountain goat Oreamnos americanus Dali’s sheep Ovis da116 and 
beaver Castor canadensis. 
observed including 

170 species of bird; in 29 families have been 

peregrine falcon Falco perearinus anatum (V), golden eagle Aauila 
chrvsaetos, trumpeter swan Olor buccinator; and bald eagle Haliaeetus 
1eucoceDhalus. Arctic grayling mvmallus arcticus siw and Dolly 
Varden trout Salvelinus alpinus malma as well as a number of more common 
species, occur in the streams that fl&w into the Nahanni and Flat Rivers. 

CULTURAL HERITAGE No information 

L; ON No information 

VISITORS AND VISITOR FACILITIES 1,277 park visits in 1988; 600 visits to 
the Administration Office in Fort Simpson, NWT. 

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND FACILITIB Ecological land classification, fauna1 
inventories, limnological studies, geomorphology studies and 
paleozoological studies of Dal1 Sheep all completed. There are no 
facilities. 

CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT The park is zoned. The bulk is Zone II 
(wilderness), with seven Zone I areas (special preservation) and two Zone 
III areas (natural environment). The special preservation zones contain 
hotsprings, caves, sheep licks and other spectacular geomorphic landforms. 
The environment designation is for Virginia Falls and Rabittkettle Lake 
access area. 

MANAGEMENT PROBLW Native land claims exist and traditional hunting and 
fishing is undertaken by indigenous native peoples. Mining outside the 
nark would influence water quality within the park. 

STAFF 8.93 person-years, fiscal year 1989/90 

BUDGET Can$312,000 (Operation and Maintenance), capital $389,500 

LOCAL ADMINISTRATION Superintendent, Nahanni National Park, PO Bag 300, 
Fort Simpson, NWT COE ON0 
Director, Parks Canada, Prairie Region, 114 Garry Street, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, R3C 1Gl 
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