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OPENING CEREMONY  

 
SATURDAY 8 JULY 2006 

 
06.00 p.m. - 06.50 p.m. 

 
 
 

 
 

ITEM 1 INAUGURAL CEREMONY 
 
The 30th session of the World Heritage Committee was opened by His Excellency the 
President of Lithuania, Mr. Valdas Adamkus, on 8 July 2006 at the Lithuanian National 
Opera and Ballet Theatre. The President welcomed Mr Koïchiro Matsuura, Director-
General of UNESCO, Dr Musa bin Jaafar bin Hassan, President of the UNESCO General 
Conference, Mr Zhang Xinsheng, Chairperson of the UNESCO’s Executive Board, 
Mrs Françoise Rivière, Assistant Director-General of UNESCO Culture Sector, 
Mrs Ina Marčiulionytė, Chairperson of the World Heritage Committee, Committee 
Members, Ministers and Ambassadors,  and all observers. The 21 members of the World 
Heritage Committee participated in the session: Benin, Canada, Chile, Cuba, India, Israel, 
Japan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lithuania, Madagascar, Mauritius, Morocco, Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Norway, Peru, Spain, Republic of Korea, Tunisia and the United States of 
America. A full list of participants is included in Annex I to this document. 
 
The following States Parties to the World Heritage Convention which are not members of 
the Committee were represented as observers:  Algeria, Andorra, Angola, Australia, 
Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Barbados, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, 
Bulgaria, Central African Republic, Comores, Costa Rica, Cote d’Ivoire, Democratic  
Republic of the Congo, Denmark, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, Germany, 
Greece, Guatemala, Holy See, Hungary, Iceland, Indonesia, Iraq, Ireland, Islamic 
Republic of Iran, Italy, Jordan, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mexico, 
Mongolia, Mozambique, Namibia, Nepal, Pakistan, Palau, Panama, Poland, Romania, 
Samoa, Saudi Arabia, the Republic of Serbia, Slovakia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Syria, Thailand, Togo, Turkey, United Republic of Tanzania. 
 
H.E. Mr. Esfandja Rahim Mashaee, Second Vice President of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran and Director of the Centre for Iranian Cultural Heritage was present as an observer.  
 
Representatives of the Advisory Bodies to the Committee, namely the International 
Centre for the Study of the Preservation and Restoration of Cultural Property (ICCROM), 
the International Council of Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) and the World 
Conservation Union (IUCN) also attended the session. 
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Statements were made by the personalities attending the opening session, a summary of 
which follows below. The full text of each statement is reproduced at the following Web 
address: http://whc.unesco.org/archive/2006 . 
 
His Excellency the President of Lithuania, Mr. Valdas Adamkus, began his address 
by welcoming the participants to the Committee session, and spoke of the importance of 
international cooperation to preserve heritage. He pointed out that international 
cooperation was key in helping countries face problems in preserving their heritage, 
stating that solutions must be found to the constant dilemma of accommodating business 
and investment needs to heritage protection requirements, and finding a direct road to 
sustainable development.  
 
Mr Koïchiro Matsuura, Director-General of UNESCO, pointed out in his address that 
synergy between UNESCO’s conventions (particularly the 1972 World Heritage 
Convention, the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Heritage, and the 
2005 Convention for Cultural Expressions) should be extended. He also spoke of the 
restructuring of the Culture Sector at UNESCO to support greater synergy.  
 
Dr Musa bin Jaafar bin Hassan, President of the UNESCO General Conference, 
complimented the Lithuanian people on discovering and safeguarding culture treasures in 
their country, and emphasized the importance of fostering cultural diversity among 
civilizations.  
 
Mr Zhang Xinsheng, Chairperson of UNESCO’s Executive Board spoke of the 
significance of the establishment of the African World Heritage Fund, supporting the 
Convention on Biological Diversity and spoke of Lithuania as a crossroads of meeting 
and exchange.  
 
Ms Ina Marčiulionytė, Chairperson of the World Heritage Committee, expressed her 
gratitude to be celebrating 30 years of achievements of the Convention, and emphasized 
that its application was not only confined to inscribing sites on the World Heritage List, 
but included, in particular, their conservation. 
 
The session was followed by a performance of Carmen by the Lithuanian National Ballet. 
 

The meeting rose at 6:50 p.m. 



Draft Summary Record of the 30th session (Vilnius, 2006)  WHC-06/30.COM/INF.19,  p. 3  
Projet de Résumé des interventions de la 30e session (Vilnius, 2006) 

FIRST DAY – SUNDAY 9 JULY 2006 

FIRST MEETING 

09.00 a.m. - 01.00 p.m 
 

Chairperson: Ms Ina MARCIULIONYTE 
 

ITEM 1 OPENING OF THE SESSION  
 
Document :  WHC-06/30.COM/INF.1 
 
 
The first meeting of the 30th session was opened by Ms. Ina Marciulionyte, 
Chairperson of the World Heritage Committee, on 9 July 2006 in Vilnius, Lithuania.  
The Chairperson welcomed Mr. Koïchiro Matsuura, Director-General of UNESCO, and 
gave him the floor. 
 
In his address, Mr. Koïchiro Matsuura, Director-General of UNESCO, thanked the 
host country and congratulated it on its preparation of the 30th session of the World 
Heritage Committee and its warm hospitality. The full text of the address is found at the 
following web address: 
 
 

ITEM 2 REQUESTS FOR OBSERVER STATUS 
 
Documents :  WHC-06/30.COM/2.Rev 
 WHC-06/30.COM/INF.2 
Decision :  30 COM 2 Rev. 
 
 
The Chairperson informed the Committee that the Bureau had met twice to prepare the 
work of the Committee and that some proposals to change the provisional agenda had 
been presented. With the assistance of the Legal Adviser, the Bureau had discussed the 
issues relating to the separation of Serbia and Montenegro. The question of climate 
change had also been raised. The Secretariat would be introducing the proposed 
amendments to the provisional agenda in due course.  
 
She then introduced agenda item 2, concerning requests for observer status received in 
accordance with Rule 8.3 of the Rules of Procedure of the Committee, and asked the 
Director of the World Heritage Centre if any new requests had been presented since the 
relevant document had been issued. 
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The Director of the World Heritage Centre informed the Committee that no 
supplementary requests for observer status had been submitted. 
 
The 21 members of the Committee, namely Benin, Canada, Chile, Cuba, India, Israel, 
Japan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lithuania, Madagascar, Mauritius, Morocco, Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Norway, Peru, Spain, Republic of Korea, Tunisia and United States of America, 
participated in the session. 
 
62 (according to the draft Participants List) States Parties to the World Heritage 
Convention who are not members of the Committee were represented as observers: 
Algeria, Andorra, Angola, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Barbados, Belgium, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, Central African Republic, Comores, Costa 
Rica, Cote d’Ivoire, Democratic  Republic of the Congo, Denmark, Ethiopia, Fiji, 
Finland, France, Gabon, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Holy See, Hungary, Iceland, 
Indonesia, Iraq, Ireland, Islamic Republic of Iran, Italy, Jordan, Luxembourg, Malaysia, 
Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, Mozambique, Namibia, Nepal, Pakistan, 
Palau, Panama, Poland, Romania, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, the Republic of Serbia, Slovakia, 
Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, Thailand, Togo, Turkey, United Republic 
of Tanzania. 
 
The Permanent Observer Mission of Palestine to UNESCO also attended the session as 
an observer. 
 
Representatives of the Advisory Bodies to the Committee, namely the International 
Centre for the Study of the Preservation and Restoration of Cultural Property (ICCROM), 
the International Council of Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) and the World 
Conservation Union (IUCN) also attended the session. 
 
The Delegation of Israel pointed out that the current procedure for requesting observer 
status was inappropriate. It should be changed, and requests for observer status should be 
received at the latest three months prior to the Committee session in order to be studied 
and approved by the Chairperson and the Director of the World Heritage Centre. 
 
The Chairperson suggested that the proposal made by the Delegation of Israel be 
discussed by the working group.  She also appealed to observers to restrict the size of 
their delegations for reasons of space in the meeting room. 
 
She declared Decision 30 COM 2 adopted and took it that the Committee wished to 
endorse part II of the document concerning requests for observer status. 
 
It was so agreed. 
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ITEM 3 

ITEM 3A ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 
Document :  WHC-06/30.COM/3A.Rev 
Decision :  30 COM 3A 
 
 
The Director of the World Heritage Centre, presenting the provisional agenda, said 
that there was a proposal to split item 11.C in order to reach two separate decisions, 
Decision 11.C1 on the progress report on the implementation of the recommendations of 
the Periodic Report for the Arab States and Decision 11.C2 concerning the progress 
report on the protection of the Palestinian cultural and natural heritage. 
 
In response to a question by the Delegation of India, the Secretariat said that the results-
based management outcomes would be included in the discussion of item 12. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 3A adopted as amended. 
 
 

ITEM 3B ADOPTION OF THE TIMETABLE 
 
Document :  WHC-06/30.COM/3B.Rev 
Decision :  30 COM 3B 
 
The Director of the World Heritage Centre presented the timetable and, following a 
request by the Delegation of the Netherlands to defer consideration of items 6 and 15, 
proposed to move item 15 to after the discussion of item 8B concerning nominations and 
to find an arrangement to move item 6. 
 
The Delegation of Israel agreed to the deferral of item 15, but proposed to keep item 6 on 
the agenda for discussion the same morning. 
 
La délégation du Bénin demande que le Point 6 ne soit approuvé que sur son principe, 
mais sans les implications financières. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands insisted that more time should be allowed to enable 
delegates to study the relevant documents, which had only recently been received. 
 
The Delegation of India, while appreciating the Delegation of the Netherlands’ concerns, 
endorsed the proposal made by the Delegation of Israel. 
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The Delegation of the United States of America supported the proposal to keep item 6 
for discussion the same day. 
 
Before closing item 3B, the Chairperson recalled that the Spanish speakers had been 
asked to indicate the language in which they would like to be recorded the first time they 
took the floor. She also requested all delegations to keep courtesies to a minimum 
because of time constraints. Finally, she invited the Committee to attend a brief 
presentation on the implementation of the Youth Programme in Lithuania, Estonia and 
Latvia. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 3B adopted as amended. 
 
 

ITEM 4 REPORT OF THE RAPPORTEUR OF THE 29TH SESSION OF 
THE WORLD HERITAGE COMMITTEE (DURBAN, 2005) 

 
Documents :  WHC-06/30.COM/4 
 WHC-06/30.COM/INF.4 
Decision :  30 COM 4 
 
 
The Chairperson gave the floor to the Rapporteur of the 30th session for him to present 
the report of Mr. Ariel Gonzalez, Rapporteur of the 29th session of the Committee, who 
was unable to attend the current session in Vilnius because of another professional 
commitment. 
 
The Rapporteur presented the report of the Rapporteur of the 29th session, underscoring 
how the reports of the World Heritage Committee had gradually become “authoritative 
doctrine” in the field of the international protection of natural and cultural heritage and 
emphasizing that the report of the 29th session, with more than 200 decisions adopted, 
was a clear example of that trend. It was a development that generated a higher degree of 
expectation about the work of the Committee and hence a clear need for more time and 
resources to be invested in its meetings. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 4 adopted. 
 
 

ITEM 5 REPORT OF THE RAPPORTEUR OF THE 15TH SESSION OF 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF STATES PARTIES TO THE WORLD 
HERITAGE CONVENTION (UNESCO, 2005) 

 
Document :  WHC-06/30.COM/5 
Decision :  30 COM 5 
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The Chairperson invited the Rapporteur of the 15th session of the General Assembly of 
States Parties to the World Heritage Convention to present his report. 
 
Le Rapporteur présente le rapport de la 15e session de l’Assemblé Générale des Etats 
parties à la Convention du patrimoine mondial. Au titre des décisions que l’Assemblée 
générale était appelée à prendre, figurait le renouvellement des 12 membres sortants du 
Comité. En adoptant la Déclaration sur la conservation des paysages urbains historiques 
qui est une série de principes touchant à la problématique de l’insertion de l’architecture 
contemporaine dans, et aux abords, des centres historiques, l’Assemblée générale a invité 
les Etats parties à les intégrer dans leurs politiques d’urbanisme.  

Par une Résolution, l’Assemblée générale a encore apporté son soutien à la création d’un 
Fonds du patrimoine mondial africain. Enfin, la crédibilité de la Liste du patrimoine 
mondial a été également évoquée en rapport à l’augmentation constante de biens inscrits 
et au défi que cela représente en matière de suivi, la qualité de la Liste reposant 
grandement sur la garantie d’une conservation et gestion adéquate des sites.  

The full text of his statement is reproduced at the following Web address: 
http://whc.unesco.org/archive/2006  
 
The Delegation of the Republic of Korea thanked all States Parties that had supported its 
candidature and stated that, during its term of office on the Committee, it would be 
mainly guided by two priorities, one being to assist States Parties that were 
underrepresented on the World Heritage List in preparing nomination files, and the other 
to share its experience in the conservation of cultural properties, for example in the 
management of voluntary participation by the private sector in that field. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 5 adopted. 
 

ITEM 6 REPORT OF THE WORLD HERITAGE CENTRE ON ITS 
ACTIVITIES AND ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
DECISIONS OF THE WORLD HERITAGE COMMITTEE 

 
Documents :  WHC-06/30.COM/6 
 WHC-06/30.COM/INF.6A 
 WHC-06/30.COM/INF.6B 
 WHC-06/30.COM/INF.6C 
Decision :  30 COM 6 
 
 
The Chairperson invited the Director of the World Heritage Centre to present the report 
on the activities of the World Heritage Centre and the implementation of the decisions of 
the World Heritage Committee. 
 
The Director of the World Heritage Centre briefly presented the report, highlighting 
salient points. He particularly drew the Committee’s attention to the new fellowship 
established and to the consolidation of work with other conventions. 



Draft Summary Record of the 30th session (Vilnius, 2006)  WHC-06/30.COM/INF.19,  p. 8  
Projet de Résumé des interventions de la 30e session (Vilnius, 2006) 

 
The Delegation of Canada congratulated the World Heritage Centre for the work done 
and stressed the need to undertake a thorough discussion on manuals. With regard, in 
particular, to the Nature Strategy, it wished to ask three questions. First, it wished to 
know whether the resources allocated would be transferred from other activities. The 
second question concerned the roles of the States Parties, of the World Heritage Centre, 
and of the Advisory Bodies. Thirdly, it wished to know if the overall investments 
intended for the protection of sites would be increased or would remain the same. 
 
The Director of the World Heritage Centre explained that the Nature Strategy had 
been developed in order to give more focused attention to issues related to natural 
properties. He also specified that no budgetary request had been made to implement the 
strategy and that the World Heritage Centre by no means wished to work on its own on 
the matter, but, on the contrary, would continue to work in close cooperation with the 
Advisory Bodies, the concerned States Parties and other partners. He concluded by 
saying that the investments to support the program would come from extra budgetary 
funds. 
 
The Delegation of Japan recalled the successful launch of the African World Heritage 
Fund and expressed support for that new initiative. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya noted with appreciation the work accomplished by the World 
Heritage Centre, observing, however, that considerable efforts were still needed to 
achieve a more balanced World Heritage List. Achieving such balance was one of the 
main issues and it should be asked what the constraints were. 
 
La délégation du Bénin appuie la proposition de préparation de manuels, notamment 
pour préparer des dossiers d’inscription, pour la conservation et la gestion des biens, par 
le Centre du patrimoine mondial. Il l'encourage à engager des partenariats avec les 
médias de toutes les régions.  
 
La délégation de la Tunisie remercie le Centre du patrimoine mondial pour un rapport 
très riche et prometteur. En ce qui concerne les formations, il encourage le Centre du 
patrimoine mondial à prendre d’avantage en compte les spécificités régionales des sites.  
 
The Delegation of the United States of America expressed appreciation for having been 
elected to the Committee and wished to make some comments on the World Heritage 
emblem. In particular it asked if any decision concerning the use of the emblem had been 
taken. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands warmly welcomed the new strategy for natural 
heritage and requested that consideration be given to examining items 6 and 12 together 
to discuss results-based management. 
 
The Delegation of India congratulated the Director of the World Heritage Centre and his 
Deputy Director for the new strategy on natural heritage. Referring to the decision taken 
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to integrate procedures and rules for establishing new partnerships into the Operational 
Guidelines, it sought explanations concerning the recently established partnership with 
Jet Tours. By way of more general comment, it asked if there were criteria for 
establishing new partnerships. 
 
The Delegation of Israel also congratulated the World Heritage Centre for the 
presentation made. Referring to the relevant working document, it asked how the 
cooperation presented in paragraph 28 could have been continued. It also wondered about 
the connection between UNEP’s database and the World Heritage Centre’s database. 
 
The Director of the World Heritage Centre said that the Assistant Director-General for 
Culture might wish to reply on the use of the emblem. As to the question raised by the 
Delegation of India, he explained that Jet Tours was a serious tour operator, and that the 
initiative was a new and experimental one of relevance to World Heritage, since it could 
not be ignored that tourism had a significant impact on the inscribed properties. 
 
The Deputy Directory of the World Heritage Centre added that the primary propose of 
the Biodiversity Liaison Group was to ensure more coordination between the different 
biodiversity-related conventions. He also specified that the World Heritage Committee 
took many decisions that were linked to other conventions and that UNEP had developed 
a new website on issue-based modules to bring those decisions together and provide 
guidance on implementation to States Parties. 
 
The Director of the World Heritage Centre reminded the Committee that a side-event 
on tourism at World Heritage sites would take place on Tuesday evening. 
 
La Sous-directrice générale de l’UNESCO pour la Culture explique les nouvelles 
règles de la charte graphique et des modalités de l’utilisation du logo de l’UNESCO. Elle 
précise aussi que dans le cas de l’utilisation du logo du patrimoine mondial, il serait 
souhaitable que celui de l’UNESCO y soit associé. Cependant, les modalités détaillées 
doivent toujours être fixées afin d’harmoniser les règles de l’Organisation avec celles du 
patrimoine mondial. 
 
The Delegation of India thanked the Director of the World Heritage Centre for his 
answers, but still considered that in future more careful consideration should be given to 
establishing partnerships. In any case, when the time comes to renew the contract with Jet 
Tours the decision should be taken by the Committee. 
 
The Director of the World Heritage Centre stated that the contract with Jet Tours was 
for three years, one of which had already elapsed. 
 
The Delegation of Israel asked about the state of registration of the World Heritage logo. 
 
The Director of the World Heritage Centre confirmed that action on that matter had 
been taken and the logo was now registered with WIPO. 
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The Delegation of Spain read out a joint European Union statement, in which the 
European Union Member States that were parties to the 1972 Convention stressed inter 
alia that new nominations required immediate action by the Committee and the World 
Heritage Centre, for instance by securing, from the first stage of their submission, an 
expert opinion concerning the universal value of the site, the frequency of its typology or 
its potential to be included in a transnational nomination. Another proposal concerned the 
setting of benchmarks for sites to be removed from the List of World Heritage in Danger. 
The statement included recommendations for a better relation between periodic reporting 
and the state of conservation. A re-examination of the working methods of the Advisory 
Bodies and their roles relevant to those of the World Heritage Centre and of the 
Committee was also requested. 
 
The Vice President of Iran emphasized Iran’s deep commitment to the concept of 
common world heritage and congratulated the conference members in their efforts.  He 
announced the establishment by Iran, of a special Fund in UNESCO for conservation, 
protection and restoration of common cultural heritage for Iran’s neighboring countries.  
He ended by expressing his hope that one day the Committee might meet in Iran and 
thanked the Committee members. 
 
The Chairperson suggested that the adoption of the Decision 30 COM 6 should be 
suspended until later in the session on account of its complex implications.  

 

ITEM 7A. STATE OF CONSERVATION OF THE PROPERTIES INSCRIBED 
ON THE LIST OF WORLD HERITAGE IN DANGER 

 
Documents :  WHC-06/30.COM/7A 
 WHC-06/30.COM/7A.Corr 
 WHC-06/30.COM/7A.Add.Rev 
  
Decisions :  30 COM 7A.1 to 7A.34 
 
The Threats analysis by the Advisory Bodies was presented by ICOMOS who had 
performed the analysis in order to determine whether developmental threats to cultural 
and mixed sites on the World Heritage List were increasing. The analysis covered 1570 
reported threats at 614 sites, which make up 29% of all cultural and mixed World 
Heritage sites.  The main findings showed that developmental threats are indeed 
increasing, with the two main threats being management deficiencies and development.  
The proposed solutions of ICOMOS included:  focus resources to support adequate 
management, seek specific data on possible threats from the time of the site’s inscription, 
and address natural disaster preparedness.    
 
La délégation de la Tunisie affirme tout son intérêt dans la présentation de l’UICN, et se 
demande comment faire pour conserver le patrimoine sans pour autant gêner le 
développement. Elle suggère de prévoir une réflexion pour que les pays du Sud puissent 
conserver leur riche patrimoine et faire en sorte que le déficit culturel dont ils souffrent 
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ne soit pas une menace supplémentaire. Cette réflexion doit être promue au niveau du 
Centre du patrimoine mondial. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya stated that the threats reports provided a good synthesis of the 
data, but that it would have liked to have received the documents earlier; the ICOMOS 
document contained a good deal of data and figures and was easy to follow. IUCN might 
usefully have dwelt on outside forces, such as climate change – the Delegation noted that 
it did not believe Kilimanjaro was suffering from local problems, but from problems 
generated beyond national boundaries and that such issues needing action were beyond 
the Delegation’s control.  
 
The Delegation of Cuba, referring to the ICOMOS presentation, sought some 
clarification about the figures given as it found them rather inconsistent.  
 
La délégation du Maroc, après avoir remercié les Organisations consultatives pour leurs 
présentations, indique que la région des Etats arabes comporte peu de sites naturels. Elle 
se demande pourquoi et souhaiterait avoir des précisions sur les menaces qui pèsent sur 
les sites naturels de cette région. Elle s’interroge également sur la façon de gérer les 
menaces par rapport aux besoins de développement des communautés locales.  
 
La délégation du Bénin prend note avec satisfaction de la présentation faite par l’UICN et 
indique que l’Afrique à besoin d’une attention soutenue. Elle se demande comment le 
Comité peut lutter contre le changement climatique, qui a des causes globales, et pas 
particulières au patrimoine mondial. Il s’agit d’une problématique qui dépasse le cadre du 
Comité du patrimoine mondial et qui doit être soumise auprès des Nations Unies.  
 
The Delegation of Israel welcomed the report, emphasizing that it would provide matter 
for in-depth discussion. It noted that the ICOMOS findings were not presented on a 
percentage basis. It was also concerned about the confusion between means and ends – 
management plans were not an end, but a means – and considered it important to keep 
that distinction in mind. Threats to authenticity needed to be identified before inscription, 
and that should feed into the tentative listing process. Regarding natural heritage issues, 
there was a need to identify not only benchmarks but also minimum thresholds for 
change. The Delegation wondered about the nature of the process for removing a site 
from the List of World Heritage in Danger for sites that had been on that List for over 
five years, specifically considering the economic context of each country.  
 
ICOMOS clarified the confusion over figures raised by the Delegation of Cuba. It added 
that there was a need for sustainable development initiatives within sites to address many 
of the threats identified, noting that that issue was related to the resource manuals 
discussed earlier that morning.  
 
IUCN presented three points. The first was that it was important to link World Heritage 
with local development needs; some examples existed, such as the Drakensberg in South 
Africa. Secondly, the issue of external threats, as highlighted earlier by the Delegation of 
Kenya, was a real challenge for the World Heritage Committee. IUCN wanted to ensure 
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that there was effective cooperation and partnership for those cross-boundary issues. 
Thirdly, regarding means and ends, IUCN noted that it was important to identify threats, 
but in the end what mattered most was finding and applying practical solutions. Finally, 
IUCN stated that the whole issue was a work in progress and it looked forward to 
working with ICOMOS to move the process forward.  
 

ITEM 7 

ITEM 7.1 EXAMINATION OF THE STATE OF CONSERVATION OF 
WORLD HERITAGE PROPERTIES 

 
Document :  WHC-06/30.COM/7.1 
Decision :  30 COM 7.1 
 
The Deputy Director of the World Heritage Centre gave a presentation on the impacts 
of climate change on World Heritage, addressing main issues such as:  the already visible 
impacts of climate change, the difference between mitigation and adaptation, and 
communication and awareness.  Four categories of action were proposed as solutions to 
this problem:  preventive, corrective, knowledge sharing, and legal action. 
 
The Delegation of India welcomed the report, indicating that it had contributed to the 
workshop and was particularly interested in legal issues. It wondered in particular what 
would happen if a site lost its outstanding universal value permanently on account of 
climate change. The concept of sharing good practices was a good one. India had adopted 
the necessary technologies to combat climate change, using cheap indigenous 
technologies, and announced that it would be willing to share those with other States 
Parties. It would like to see additional points in the draft Decision focusing on legal 
implications.  
 
The Delegation of Norway noted the importance of the issue for Norway, and wished to 
see the World Heritage Committee play a proactive role in the matter. It noted that the 
strategy had several good elements and accepted it as a provisional document only, 
requiring refinement over time. It suggested that the World Heritage Committee should 
not enter into the background of climate change, but rather focus on the impact of climate 
change on World Heritage sites. It was important for the momentum to be kept up and for 
the issue to be dealt with proactively, not only by the World Heritage Committee, but by 
all States Parties to the World Heritage Convention, and for it be addressed at the next 
General Assembly of the States Parties. Norway proposed the following addition to the 
draft Decision: “Requests the World Heritage Centre to prepare a policy document on the 
impacts of Climate Change on World Heritage properties in 2007 for the General 
Assembly of the States Parties, a draft of which should be presented to the 31st session of 
the World Heritage Committee”. It also proposed to add at the end of the draft Decision:  
“linkages with other multilateral tools on Climate Change”.  
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The Delegation of the Netherlands said that it was pleased that the topic was being 
discussed by the World Heritage Committee, and that it was important to adopt a dual 
approach when dealing with climate change, focusing on both the national and global 
levels. With reference to Chapter II.C of Document WHC-06/30.COM/7.1, concerning 
Strategy and Corrective Actions, the Delegation stressed the importance of vulnerability 
analyses, but noted that that would represent an immense workload for every site, and 
suggested that the text be tempered by “to the extent possible”. The Delegation wondered 
if pilot sites had been identified and recommended that a balance be struck between 
natural and cultural sites. It supported the Delegation of Norway’s draft proposal, in 
particular regarding proposed linkages with other United Nations and multilateral bodies. 
It shared the concerns voiced by India about how to consider de-listing processes due to 
climate change. 
 
The Delegation of Israel, observing that adaptation and mitigation matters were difficult 
issues, said that it wished to address local adaptation, as there was already global, 
regional and national experience providing models for changes to ecosystems driven by 
climate change. The Delegation proposed that the World Heritage Committee request that 
States Parties apply Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
recommendations to their World Heritage, and to develop specific adaptation measures, 
with benchmarks, for their implementation, and offered text for addition to the draft 
Decision. It also supported the Delegation of Norway’s proposal to bring the issue to the 
General Assembly. Finally, the Delegation suggested that reference to the Kyoto Protocol 
be made in paragraph 44 of the Operational Guidelines.  
 
La délégation du Bénin rappelle que les sites du patrimoine mondial ne sont pas isolés 
mais intégrés dans un environnement changeant, et qu’il est impossible pour l’UNESCO 
de lutter seule. Elle appelle de ses voeux une coopération au sein des Nations Unies. Elle 
soutient l’idée de discuter de ce sujet lors de la prochaine Assemblée générale des Etats 
parties à la Convention, mais pense qu’il faut aller au-delà.  
 
La délégation du Pérou considère ce thème comme très important pour les sites du 
patrimoine mondial. Le changement climatique représente une grave menace, notamment 
pour le site du patrimoine mondial de Huascaran. Elle considère que l’inscription d’un 
bien sur la Liste du patrimoine mondial en péril n’est pas une solution, les causes de cette 
menace étant planétaires, et les biens resteraient inscrits sur cette liste pendant des 
décennies. Elle considère qu’il faut opter pour un autre traitement (plan d’urgence) qui 
doit être traité lors de l’Assemblée générale des Etats parties à la Convention. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America said that it was pleased to have 
participated in the experts meeting held in Paris in March 2006. It expressed its strong 
support for the World Heritage and Climate Change strategy, as well as for the 
Delegation of Norway’s amendment to bring the issue to the 2007 General Assembly. 
The Delegation stated that it would propose an addition to the draft Decision that would 
address the petitions that had previously been brought to the World Heritage Committee. 
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The Delegation of Kenya supported the report, and expressed its appreciation of the 
assistance provided by the Observer Delegation of the United Kingdom. It likewise 
expressed its concern that within the global picture, the local picture should not be 
forgotten. One issue raised was the use of World Heritage to eradicate poverty. Locally 
induced climate changes too should not be forgotten. Both local and international aspects 
must be considered and in that context consideration should be given to making World 
Heritage sites sustainable. That issue should be a major component of site manager 
training. ICCROM and others could address that challenge. 
 
The Delegation of Canada said it had been fortunate to participate in the expert meeting, 
and thanked the United Kingdom Government for its support for the meeting. The 
Delegation endorsed the strategy, supported the Delegation of Norway’s proposal, and 
agreed with the Delegation of United States of America that the decision must address the 
earlier petitions received by the World Heritage Committee. The Delegation did not 
endorse paragraphs 1-10, and had some minor wording changes to propose for the sake of 
consistency. It also raised some questions about paragraphs 11 and 12. It wondered if the 
process of de-listing had been discussed elsewhere, and referred to previous attempts to 
deal with the issue (in particular Kakadu, and Operational Guidelines discussions). The 
Delegation wished to see more clarity about the purpose of the newly proposed 
workshop.  
 
The World Heritage Centre noted in relation to paragraph 11 that at the March meeting 
of experts there had been representatives from climate change conventions and related 
programs. They had pointed out that it was the first time the issue had focused on World 
Heritage, and had suggested feedback by the various stakeholders into their respective 
reporting processes, noting that ICOMOS had been approached to provide some 
information in the 2007 assessment by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. 
The World Heritage Centre noted, regarding the workshop on legal issues, that the 
document on page 58, section C, referred to implications for the World Heritage 
Convention; they had not really been addressed by the experts and perhaps required 
further discussion, for example in regard to loss of outstanding universal value. 
 
The Observer Delegation from the Climate Justice Programme explained that it had 
worked with 37 other organizations to submit petitions, and reminded the World Heritage 
Committee that the previous year they had saluted the efforts to conserve sites, but had 
warned that they might be futile in the face of climate change. The report was a good one, 
but did nothing to address root causes, such as reducing greenhouse gas emissions. The 
process should be made more transparent, and consideration given to the modifications to 
the decision suggested by the United States of America.  
 
The Observer Delegation of Australia sought clarification in regard to the Delegation of 
Norway’s amendment and wondered if it implied an additional workshop. It supported 
this amendment, but warned that delegations must have adequate time to comment on 
documents prepared by the World Heritage Committee and that that should be recognized 
in the decision.  
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The Observer Delegation of the United Kingdom noted that it had been privileged to 
help facilitate the March expert meeting, and was pleased at the high quality of the 
proposals that had emerged from it, congratulating all those that had participated. It 
further expressed support for the Norwegian proposal. 
 
The Delegation of Canada suggested that the additional 2006 petition be mentioned in 
paragraph 3.  
 
The World Heritage Centre specified that the petitions being discussed were one and 
the same.  
 
The Delegation of Canada suggested the insertion of new text such that the revised 
decision requested that the Director of the World Heritage Centre lead the 
implementation of the global-level actions of the strategy. 
 
The Delegation of Israel added that, further to its earlier intervention, it sought the 
insertion of additional text encouraging all delegations to apply Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change and other available projections of climate change impacts to their 
World Heritage properties, and where relevant include them in their proposals, together 
with a timetable and legal and financial support mechanisms to assure their 
implementation.  
 
The Delegation of India asked whether funds were available for the Director of the 
World Heritage Centre to lead the process of implementation of global strategy actions. 
 
The World Heritage Centre warned that what was being requested was a major task and 
that, unless resources were made available, it would be impossible to implement.  
 
The Delegation of Canada agreed with the World Heritage Centre’s concern, and 
proposed additional text related to outstanding universal value and integrity, along with 
changes to paragraph 10.  
 
The Delegation of Norway repeated its proposal to replace paragraph 12.  
 
The Delegation of India proposed to add “including through the organizing of a 
workshop involving relevant Climate Change experts and site managers, and other 
conservation experts”. In paragraph 10, it proposed a reference to the importance of 
support for developing countries. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America proposed a new paragraph 13.  
 
La délégation du Pérou fait part de sa préoccupation par rapport à la proposition faite par 
la délégation des Etats-Unis d’Amérique, et souhaite voir l’amendement proposé par écrit 
avant de se prononcer.  
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The Delegation of Chile suggested that the proposed amendment should read “taking into 
consideration” instead of “based on” in order to allow for more flexibility.  
 
The Delegation of the United States of America said that the Delegation of Chile’s 
suggestion met its concerns.   
 
The Observer Delegation of Australia expressed concern about duplication of processes, 
with suggestions for discussions at the next World Heritage Committee meeting, at the 
World Heritage General Assembly of States Parties and yet again at a workshop. The 
Delegation asked if a decision on an additional workshop could not be deferred until the 
following year.  
 
The Delegation of India noted that benefit would be derived from the holding of a 
meeting of experts with regional representation for the production of a document. 
 
The Delegation of Canada shared the concern expressed by the Observer Delegation of 
Australia, noting the accumulation of processes, with talk of another workshop to be held 
fairly soon, which might prove logistically difficult.  
 
The World Heritage Centre noted that if the Delegation of Netherlands' draft 
amendment calling for the preparation of a policy document were adopted, then there 
would be a need for consultation with regional experts, allowing for broader 
considerations to be discussed, and concluded that one consultation could be carried out 
early in the year, followed by a document which would be taken to the 31st session in 
2007 and subsequently to the General Assembly.  
 
The Delegation of Norway noted that the World Heritage Centre needed to ascertain how 
best to develop such a policy document. An expert or working group might be more 
appropriate than a meeting with a large group. The Delegation noted that the World 
Heritage Centre could work on the details.  
 
The Chairperson said that the draft Decision as amended would be circulated in due 
course. 
 

ITEM 7.2 EXAMINATION OF THE STATE OF CONSERVATION OF 
WORLD HERITAGE PROPERTIES 

 
Document :  WHC-06/30.COM/7.2 
Decision :  30 COM 7.2  
 
Following the presentation of the item by the World Heritage Centre, the Delegation of 
Japan noted that the report referred to the relationship between UNESCO and UNDIR 
and asked if UNESCO had an initiative for disaster prevention in general and what policy 
direction was in place.  
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The Delegation of Lithuania asked to see the slide showing an increase in the number of 
disasters, and inquired whether that corresponded to an actual increase of damage caused 
to World Heritage properties or to an increase in the number of properties.  
 
The Delegation of Norway stated that it was generally satisfied with the strategy, and 
that it needed to be considered in the context of the whole United Nations system. It was 
concerned about the large number of objectives (41) and noted that it was important to 
prioritize, failing which no progress might be made. Ideally, the issue should be 
considered together with climate change, but for the time being it would be best to keep it 
separate, as climate change required particular attention.  
 
The Delegation of Kenya acknowledged the importance of the document and noted that 
there was a need for the different bodies to work together. It also requested clarifications 
on the definition of disasters and whether it also included armed conflicts, which were 
particularly relevant to the Africa region. 
 
The Delegation of India, noting that UNESCO was not one of the main actors in the 
context of disaster relief, wondered why there were no requests for emergency assistance 
to be considered at the present meeting, suggesting that that was perhaps due to the very 
limited funds available. The Delegation suggested that there might be a need to develop a 
system whereby World Heritage Centre costs were built into the regular UNESCO 
budget, freeing up more funds for emergency assistance.  
 
The Delegation of the United States of America agreed with previous comments, 
notably that the number of objectives was very large, and there should be a focus on what 
was important. It reminded the Committee that UNESCO had a role in emergency 
assistance, an example being its work on tsunami preparedness. The World Heritage 
Centre could not do everything. The Delegation questioned the amount of USD 50,000 
for the production of a manual as requested in the draft Decision, and expressed concern 
over piecemeal decisions eating away at the World Heritage Centre budget. It re-iterated 
concerns expressed by the Delegation of Kenya and, recalling the climate change 
discussion calling for the production of a manual, suggested that it should perhaps be 
combined with the proposal under discussion. 
 
The Delegation of the Republic of Korea, expressing its appreciation of the report, said 
that the involvement of other global players might be called for, and accordingly 
proposed an amendment to the draft Decision.  
 
The Delegation of Israel while welcoming the document, pointed out an inconsistency in 
regard to cumulative processes such as climate change, which might consequently not be 
considered a disaster. It commented on the fact that many disasters involved both nature 
and culture – citing Vesuvius as originally a disaster, and now a World Heritage site. 
Activities needed to mitigate such threats might in fact erode the outstanding universal 
value of a site. Research institutes should have been considered among the targets of the 
strategy, with a view to implementing its provisions. The last point made regarded 
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strengthening disaster preparedness for World Heritage sites at all levels – but impact 
statements were already accepted tools, and that should be indicated in paragraph 5. 
 
La délégation du Bénin souhaite réserver la discussion sur le paragraphe 9 du projet de 
décision (attribution de 50 000 dollars EU) pour le point 15 (Exécution du budget). Elle 
indique que le document WHC-06/30.COM/7.2 donne des pistes pour une rationalisation 
de l’utilisation des fonds d’urgence mais, compte tenu de l’introduction d’une distinction 
entre péril prouvé et péril potentiel, se demande qui va être en charge d’apprécier les 
menaces. Elle insiste sur le fait que la communication doit être très claire entre les Etats 
parties et le Centre du patrimoine mondial.  
 
The World Heritage Centre noted that the concept of an ascertained and potential threat 
was already in the Operational Guidelines, and that the present strategy was precisely an 
attempt to clarify, for the benefit of the States Parties, the operational implications of that 
distinction. With respect to the question raised by the Delegation of Japan, it added that 
UNESCO’s Science Sector had a focal point that liaised with the United Nations Centre 
for Disaster Reduction, but stressed that more efforts were needed to mainstream disaster 
risk reduction within the entire Organization. In reply to the point made by the 
Delegation of Lithuania, the World Heritage Centre clarified that the graph indicated the 
number of registered disasters in general and did not relate to the number of World 
Heritage properties. It noted the concerns over the many objectives, and recognized that 
there could be some prioritization. With respect to the observations made by the 
Delegations of Norway and Israel, it noted that, while not all disasters were related to 
climate change, the latter could cause major disasters or be an underlying factor leading 
to disasters. On the question asked by the Delegation of Kenya, the World Heritage 
Centre explained that a disaster was difficult to define, and the United Nations standard 
definition could include armed conflict. The concept should be dealt with within the 
context of the document. It noted that traditional knowledge was valuable and that a 
meeting was being organized in Davos in 2006 on those matters. On the issue raised by 
the Delegation of India, the World Heritage Centre acknowledged that funds were very 
limited to provide an adequate response to the needs originating from disasters, but 
pointed out that most emergency assistance requests were not discussed by the 
Committee as they could be approved by the Chairperson directly for an amount up to 
USD 75,000, as had been the case for the World Heritage property of Prambanan, in 
Indonesia, recently affected by an earthquake.  
 
The Delegation of Israel suggested that the tentative list sites should also be included 
under the work being discussed.  
 
The Delegation of the United States of America stated that the World Heritage 
Convention was intended for cooperative conservation and international assistance for 
inscribed sites and not for tentative list sites. 
 
The Delegation of Israel suggested that the words “and coordinate with other UNESCO 
mechanisms” be added to the Delegation of Kenya’s proposal for modification of 
paragraph 3.  
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The Delegation of the United States of America, referring to the wording in 
paragraph 1, “takes note of and endorses the strategy”, questioned what was being 
endorsed, expressing concern over the many actions proposed – some being specific and 
measurable, and others not.  
 
The World Heritage Centre noted that it was supposed to be a strategic document, 
addressed to a vast partner audience, and did not imply that all the proposed actions were 
to be implemented by World Heritage Centre within a given timeframe.  
 
The Delegation of the United States of America said that, without belaboring the issue, 
it was still not clear about what was being endorsed.  
 
The Delegation of India expressed sympathy for the Delegation of United States of 
America’s position, noting that the report was too voluminous to be a strategy paper, and 
should be more narrowly focused; it would be willing to endorse its “broad parameters” if 
necessary.  
 
The Delegation of the United States of America suggested that the World Heritage 
Committee might simply “take note of” the report.  
 
ICCROM agreed with need for prioritization, and would request that it take place over 
the next 12 months.  
 

 
The meeting rose at 01.00 p.m. 

 
 
 
01.00 – 02.00 pm REPORT ON THE AFRICAN WORLD HERITAGE FUND 
 
 
 
The Director of the World Heritage Centre introduced Mr Rapulane Mogototoane of 
the Development Bank of Southern Africa (DBSA). DBSA had been closely involved in 
the Task Team that had undertaken the feasibility study about the development of the 
African World Heritage Fund (AWHF). 
 
After briefly recalling the evolution of the concept of the AWHF from the 2002 Periodic 
Reporting exercise on Africa, its endorsement by the Sixth Ordinary Session of the 
Assembly of Heads of State of the African Union in Sudan, January 2006,  to its launch 
on 5 May 2006 at Maropeng, part of the Fossil Hominid Sites of Sterkfontein, 
Swartkrans, Kromdraai, and Environs World Heritage property (Republic of South 
Africa), Mr Mogototoane thanked the States Parties that had so generously contributed 
to the feasibility study (India, China, Netherlands, and Israel). He observed that the 
Republic of South Africa had contributed 20 million rand (approximately USD3.3 
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million) to the capitalization of the endowment and that the contributions of other African 
countries in particular were eagerly awaited. That was vitally important: it was relatively 
easy to set up a fund but if it was not capitalized, it would fail.  The Fund was housed at 
and administered by DBSA. Concluding, Mr Mogototoane recalled Decision 29 COM 
11.C2 and said that the greatest immediate challenge was to capitalize the Fund through 
contributions by African countries and other States Parties to the Convention.  
 
The Observer Delegation of South Africa, speaking on behalf of the Africa Group at 
UNESCO, thanked the World Heritage Centre and States Parties that had so actively 
encouraged the creation of the AWHF.  It encouraged other States Parties to do so in the 
interests of World Heritage conservation. However, it was deeply disappointed that the 
progress report was being discussed during the lunch period and outside formal business. 
It thanked those delegations that had stayed.  
 
The Director of the World Heritage Centre said he took note of that comment but 
observed that all members of the Committee were represented in the room, as were many 
other countries. 
 
The Delegation of the Republic of Korea welcomed the inauguration of the Fund, which 
was an important African initiative that would make a significant contribution to the 
representation of the World Heritage List. The Government of the Republic of Korea was 
in the process of allocating a contribution to the Fund within the budget for the coming 
year. 
 
The Delegation of India said that it had been privileged to attend the launch of the Fund 
in May 2006, and that it represented an important moment for the international 
community. India fully supported that African initiative to highlight Africa’s contribution 
to civilization and was proud to announce a contribution of USD50, 000 to the Fund. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya expressed its thanks to all countries, institutions and 
individuals that had helped make a dream come true. However, the intellectual and 
financial liberation that that represented came with a challenge. Africa would be judged 
on its ability to manage the Fund. It believed it would meet that challenge, just as it had 
with the Africa 2009 programme. The Delegation could foresee similar funds in other 
regions of the world and called on the international community to support the AWHF.  
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands said it was pleased with the progress towards 
establishing the AWHF and announced an initial contribution of 200,000 euros.  
 
The Delegation of Norway recalled that it had supported the concept of the AWHF from 
the outset both morally and financially. It believed it was important for Africa to take 
responsibility for its heritage. The Government of Norway was actively considering 
providing resources to the AWHF and it hoped to see other countries – including African 
countries – do so. Indeed, Norway’s contribution would be contingent on contributions 
coming from other African countries. 
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La délégation du Bénin fait part de ses regrets que la Présidente du Comité du patrimoine 
mondial n’ait pas donné plus de poids à cet évènement important. Elle rappelle toutefois 
que « ceux qui sont restés sont leurs amis » et qu’il convient de remercier tous les amis de 
l’Afrique. Elle poursuit en indiquant que ce fonds n’est qu’un premier pas vers la 
Renaissance de l’Afrique, et que celle-ci commencera par l’Afrique elle-même. Elle 
ajoute que les contributions peuvent se faire sous forme d’expertise, non seulement 
financièrement, et que ceci doit être étendu à toute la diaspora africaine. 
 
Replying to the statement by South Africa on behalf of the Africa Group, the 
Chairperson of the World Heritage Committee explained that she accorded the AWHF 
the utmost importance but had asked the Director of the World Heritage Centre to chair 
that particular session in view of his close involvement in the development of the Fund. 
She apologized for any misunderstanding that had arisen. 
 
The Delegation of Spain reminded the assembly that it stood by Africa’s side and that it 
had supported the proposed Fund in Durban. Although it could not yet make an 
announcement, it confirmed that its support would find tangible expression.  
 
The Delegation of Israel said that it had been proud to be part of the initiative, which 
touched not only on financial issues but also on human resources and values. It would 
continue to support the Fund. 
 
Après avoir souligné l‘importance considérable de ce fonds, la délégation de la Tunisie 
rappelle qu‘elle fut à l‘initiative  du fonds de solidarité des Nations Unies, pour tous les 
peuples et non pas seulement pour l‘Afrique.  
 
La délégation du Maroc souligne que, bien que faisant partie d‘un autre groupe électoral, 
elle a « ses racines en Afrique et ses branches qui bruissent aux vents du Monde », citant 
un grand poète marocain. Elle rappelle l’existence de la Priorité Afrique au sein de 
l’UNESCO et que le patrimoine mondial donne une très grande visibilité à 
l’Organisation. En se penchant vers le patrimoine africain, le Comité aura encore plus de 
visibilité. Elle regrette cependant de ne pouvoir faire de contribution concrète pour le 
moment. 
 
The Delegation of Peru expressed support for the Fund and recalled its solidarity with 
Africa, although it could not make any concrete contribution for the time being. 
 
The Delegation of Mauritius congratulated all those who had been associated with the 
development and launch of the Fund. It was an important initiative to save Africa’s 
World Heritage. The Delegation would be making a contribution to the Fund.  
  
The Delegation of Kenya noted the intervention of the Delegation of Norway and 
confirmed that it would support the Fund financially but could not yet announce the 
precise figure. 
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The Delegation of the United States of America extended its congratulations to those 
who had developed the Fund. The United States of America was a firm supporter of 
Africa. It had contributed USD54 million to projects in the Congo Basin and was 
currently involved in technical cooperation with Gabon. It expressed its gratitude to the 
United Nations Foundation for the substantial assistance it had provided Africa. The 
AWHF represented a significant step forward and the Delegation would report back to its 
Government with great positivism and enthusiasm. 
 
La délégation de Madagascar se réjouit de la création de ce fonds et en remercie les 
créateurs et les Etats parties qui ont manifesté leur intérêt. Les Etats africains doivent 
contribuer en premier à ce fonds, mais ne peut pas encore donner de chiffres quant à la 
contribution de Madagascar.  
 
The Delegation of Kuwait extended its congratulations to those who had supported that 
excellent initiative. It hoped to see similar funds created in other regions and said that it 
was considering contributing to the AWHF. 
 
The Observer Delegation of the United Republic of Tanzania observed that it had 
participated in the process that led to the creation of the Fund. A mechanism to enable 
African countries to contribute to the Fund was currently being worked out and the 
United Republic of Tanzania would make its financial contribution at an appropriate 
time. 
 
The Observer Delegation of China observed that the AWHF was a fund for all humanity 
and that China would continue to support it. 
 
La délégation de l’Italie (observateur) rappelle qu’elle a déjà apporté son soutien lors du 
dernier Conseil exécutif de l’UNESCO et réitère son soutien, mais n’est pas en mesure de 
donner de chiffres. Elle rappelle également que l’Italie collabore avec le Centre du 
patrimoine mondial pour un certain nombre de programmes africains, notamment dans le 
renforcement des capacités, et pour des projets bilatéraux très précis. 
 
La délégation de l’Algérie (observateur) se félicite du lancement de ce fonds et remercie 
tous les Etats parties. Elle rappelle que ce fonds est vecteur de développement durable et 
fera une annonce concrète ultérieurement.  
 
ICCROM warmly welcomed the initiative and recalled that it had been involved in the 
preparation of the associated ten-year action plan. ICCROM was not a funding agency 
but a technical body that had long been closely involved with African experts and 
institutions such as the Ecole du patrimone africian (EPA) in Cotonou, Benin and the 
Centre for Heritage Development in Africa (CHDA) in Mombasa, Kenya, and through 
programmes such as Africa 2009. Its experience had demonstrated that perhaps the most 
critical issue facing African heritage conservation was capacity building. That should be 
borne firmly in mind in developing the Fund. 
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The Observer Delegation of South Africa expressed its thanks to all States Parties that 
had pledged immediate or future contributions to strengthen the Fund. The Fund would 
continue to work with partners and foundations around the world, such as the Nordic 
World Heritage Foundation, and with the World Heritage Centre. Continuing, it said that 
the Board of Trustees would ensure accountability to stakeholders and it was pleased to 
announce that the Auditor-General of the Republic of South Africa had consented to 
audit the Fund.  
 
La délégation du Burkina Faso (observateur) se déclare heureuse  et reconnaissante aux 
Etats parties qui ont soutenu et qui soutiendront ce fonds. 
 
The Observer Delegation of Brazil welcomed the creation of the AWHF and noted that 
the Second Conference of Intellectuals from Africa and the Diaspora would take place in 
Salvador, Bahia, Brazil, from 12 to 14 July 2006. 
 
The Observer Delegation of Thailand extended its congratulations on the creation of the 
AWHF and noted that it represented a significant step forward for greater cooperation 
with Africa. 
 
La délégation du Gabon (observateur) apporte son soutien au fonds et fait une promesse 
de don. 
 
La délégation du Mali (observateur) se réjouit du fonds et souligne son importance pour 
le patrimoine, mais aussi pour la coopération internationale. 
 
In concluding the meeting, the Director of the World Heritage Centre thanked States 
Parties for their support for the Fund, emphasizing that it was a very important initiative 
which UNESCO would continue to support. 
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SECOND MEETING 

03.00 pm - 06.30 pm 
 

Chairperson: Ms Ina MARCIULIONYTE 
 
 

 

ITEM 7.2 EXAMINATION OF THE STATE OF CONSERVATION OF 
WORLD HERITAGE PROPERTIES (continued) 

 
Document :  WHC-06/30.COM/7.2 
Decision :  30 COM 7.2 
 
Resuming consideration of draft Decision 30 COM 7.2, the Chairperson invited the 
Committee to consider paragraph 3. 
 
The Delegation of the Republic of Korea referred to its earlier comments on the need to 
ensure the involvement of all global actors in the field of risk preparedness and proposed 
amending the last phrase of paragraph 3 to read: “… and calls for various global actors 
for disaster reduction to give more consideration to the impact of disasters on cultural and 
natural heritages when designing their strategic goals and plans”. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America noted that paragraph 3 currently 
referred to “recommended actions”. However, those recommendations had not yet been 
made. It recalled the comments it had made on the draft of paragraph 1 and, with the 
agreement of the Chairperson, suggested revising paragraph 1 thus: “Takes note of and 
endorses the objectives of the Strategy for Reducing Risks at World Heritage properties 
and requests that the World Heritage Centre and Advisory Bodies work together to 
prioritize the proposed actions contained in the Strategy”. 
 
The Delegation of Norway supported and seconded that proposal. 
 
The Chairperson said she took it that the Committee agreed to the proposal.  
 
The Delegation of the Republic of Korea re-read its proposed amendment to 
paragraph 3. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America reiterated its difficulties with the fact 
that the paragraph referred to implementing recommendations but that none had in fact 
been made. As paragraph 1 now requested prioritization, paragraph 3 was somewhat 
premature. It might therefore be wise to revise the drafting so that it referred to the 
promotion of objectives rather than the implementation of actions.  
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The World Heritage Centre suggested drafting changes, agreed to by the Delegations of 
the United States of America and the Netherlands, to paragraph 3, which would now 
read: 

 “Calls upon States Parties to the Convention and various global actors for disaster 
reduction to give more consideration to the impacts of disasters on cultural and 
natural heritage when designing their strategic goals and plans;” 

 
Responding to the Chairperson’s invitation to comment on paragraph 4, the Delegation 
of Israel suggested inserting a reference to the need to integrate concern for World 
Heritage into documentation programs as well as into wider national disaster reduction 
plans.  
 
The Chairperson said that she took it that that was acceptable. 
 
Responding to the Chairperson’s question as to whether the Committee wished to leave 
paragraph 9 open given the possible financial implications, the Delegations of Benin and 
India said it could not be adopted yet. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7.2 adopted subject to a review of 
paragraph 9. 
 
 

ITEM 7A STATE OF CONSERVATION OF THE PROPERTIES INSCRIBED 
ON THE LIST OF WORLD HERITAGE IN DANGER (continued) 

 
Documents :  WHC-06/30.COM/7A 
 WHC-06/30.COM/7A.Add.Rev 
 
Decisions :  30 COM 7A.1 to 7A.34 
 
In opening the item, the Chairperson recalled a proposal to rotate the order in which 
reports on the state of conservation (SOC) of properties in the different regions were 
considered. If they were always taken alphabetically, there was a risk of not giving a fair 
amount of time to regions low down in the alphabet. As a result, consideration of item 7A 
would begin with natural heritage properties in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
Continuing, she noted almost 100% success in receiving SOC reports from the States 
Parties. However, many had been late, with one arriving as late as 30 June. That made it 
difficult for the World Heritage Centre and Advisory Bodies to evaluate those reports. 
 
She then invited general comments on the SOC documents. 
 
The Delegation of Canada considered that the new standard format for SOC reporting 
was a significant improvement but identified the following as areas where further work 
was necessary: a statement on outstanding universal value; the establishment of 
benchmarks related to outstanding universal value; clarity about what the benchmarks 
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were, who was to establish them and the timeframe identified for meeting them – whether 
it would be open-ended or time sensitive and leading to possible de-listing.  
 
The Delegations of the Netherlands and Israel concurred. The Delegation of Israel also 
considered that the Committee might wish to try to establish criteria for distinguishing 
between sites that were ‘good but deteriorating’ and those that were ‘bad but improving’. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya commended the work of the World Heritage Centre in 
preparing the documentation but noted some inappropriate uses of language such as 
‘allegedly’ and ‘mediocre’ and requested the Secretariat be more judicious in the future. 
It also noted that for some sites no missions had taken place for many years, and asked 
how the state of conservation of those properties could properly be assessed under such 
circumstances.  
 
The Delegation of Lithuania joined others in commending the World Heritage Centre on 
the documentation. It noted that some sites had been inscribed on the List of World 
Heritage in Danger for many years, involving numerous missions, and that that imposed a 
heavy financial burden on the World Heritage Fund. It wondered whether in such cases 
the financial cost of the missions should be met by the State Party concerned.  
 
La délégation de la Tunisie note avec plaisir les efforts effectués par le Centre du 
patrimoine mondial, notamment dans les visites et le contrôle de l’intégrité des sites tant 
naturels que culturels. Elle constate cependant, à la lecture du rapport, la présence de sites 
sur la Liste du patrimoine mondial en péril, gratifiés d’éloges quant aux efforts fournis 
par l’Etat partie, mais toujours maintenus sur la Liste du patrimoine mondial en péril. La 
délégation relève donc une certaine discordance entre les commentaires et le jugement et 
souhaite davantage de cohérence. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America supported the spirit of the Delegation of 
Lithuania’s intervention but noted that, as some of the States Parties in question found it 
difficult to fully fund the management of the sites in question, it was not realistic to shift 
the burden in that way. However, the Committee might wish to consider preventing new 
nominations being brought forward in such cases pending rectification of the problems at 
the sites in question. 
 
The Delegation of India recalled that that issue had arisen at the 29th session and that the 
consensus had been that by imposing such sanctions the Committee would effectively be 
constituting itself as a court. There was nothing in the Convention that permitted punitive 
actions of that sort.  
 
The Chairperson said that she did not wish to pursue that line of discussion, closed 
general comments on State of conservation and invited the World Heritage Centre to 
present the sites for review under item 7A. 
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LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN 
 
Río Plátano Biosphere Reserve (Honduras) (N196) 
 

The World Heritage Centre explained that a Spanish-language report had been received 
by the State Party on 30 June 2006. The lateness of the report had made it difficult to 
provide a full and concerted analysis of the property’s state of conservation in time. The 
report provided information on progress achieved against 10 broad conservation 
benchmarks first set out following an IUCN mission to the property in 1995. Subsequent 
missions and State Party reports had revealed a degree of progress towards reaching those 
benchmarks on the one hand, but also some slippage on the other. The latest State Party 
report was the most positive to date.  

In its decision 28 COM 15A.13, the World Heritage Committee had identified five of the 
10 benchmarks as priorities whose achievement would lead to removal from the List of 
World Heritage in Danger, barring unforeseen developments. The State Party report 
provided information on the achievement of those five benchmarks, and in general 
reported that progress was being made, although ongoing work remained to be done. The 
report noted that: (i) the removal and indemnization of remaining squatters having 
occupied the core zone of the property was complete; (ii) dead wood harvesting 
resolutions had been cancelled (as already reported in the SOC reports presented at the 
29th session of the World Heritage Committee); (iii) there were operational checkpoints 
in critical areas helping to control unauthorized activities (however IUCN reported 
continued important illegal logging); (iv) inter-institutional coordination remained weak. 

The State Party report contained little information related to the fifth benchmark, on the 
dissemination of information on the environmental management plans in the Sico 
Paulaya valley. The property was one of nine that were participating in the World 
Heritage Centre management effectiveness project and positive impacts from the project 
were recorded in the State Party report.  

 
IUCN noted that progress had been positive in addressing the benchmarks identified by 
the 1995 UNESCO/IUCN mission. It believed there was a positive likelihood of 
removing the property from the List of World Heritage in Danger in the near future. That 
should be assessed by the mission, which had been kindly invited by the State Party. 
Specific issues the mission should address include clarification of the level of 
management capacity within the park as well as the effectiveness of measures to control 
illegal logging. 
 
A revised draft Decision 30 COM 7A.15 Rev taking account of the information provided 
by the State Party had been circulated in the room. 
 
The Chairperson opened the floor for comments and questions. 
 
The Delegation of India noted that one of the difficulties faced by the Committee when a 
site was really in danger was opposition by the State Party concerned. That stemmed in 
part from the fact that, once a site had been inscribed on the List of World Heritage in 
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Danger, it was extremely difficult to remove it. Río Plátano had been on it for 10 years. It 
believed that there was a need for a comprehensive review of all the sites on the List of 
World Heritage in Danger. Turning to the revised draft Decision, it noted that the text 
commended the State Party for the significant progress it had achieved in meeting several 
of the benchmarks set for its removal from the Danger List. Could the Committee 
therefore remove the site in the current year with the clear message that if the remaining 
benchmarks were not achieved by the 31st session, the site would be re-inscribed on it? 
That would set a good example.  
 
The Chairperson noted that suggestion. 
 
The Delegation of Canada suggested that, as some of the benchmarks had been 
achieved, the decision should make clear which ones remained to be met. That could only 
be helpful for the State Party.  
 
The World Heritage Centre said that five benchmarks for the State Party had been 
adopted by the 28th session of the Committee in Suzhou. No specific timeframe had been 
set, but the IUCN mission which had decided the benchmarks, had considered they could 
be met within a year. The latest information from the State Party indicated that some of 
them had now been met but the lateness of the report had meant it had not been possible 
to verify that through a mission.  
 
Recalling the comments of the Delegations of India and Canada, the Delegation of the 
Netherlands suggested that it would be appropriate to organize a meeting on the question 
of benchmarks and de-listing. 
 
IUCN commented that it was important to give clear advice to States Parties through 
benchmarks. The main unresolved issue in the case under review related to benchmark C 
on unauthorized activities in the buffer zone. It would be important to clarify the matter 
through a mission and it was possible that the site could be removed from the Danger List 
at the Committee’s 31st session. 
 
The Delegation of India said that in that case the draft Decision should include a 
paragraph specifying which benchmark remained to be achieved and that, if that 
happened before the 31st session of the Committee, the site would be withdrawn from the 
Danger List. 
 
The World Heritage Centre clarified that only two of the five benchmarks had been 
fully achieved.  
 
The Delegation of Norway endorsed the procedure outlined by the Delegation of India 
and suggested it could and should be applied in other cases. 
 
The Chairperson invited the Committee to adopt the draft Decision paragraph by 
paragraph, noting that paragraphs 1 and 2 were approved unchanged. 
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La délégation du Bénin revient au paragraphe 3 et note une contradiction avec le 
paragraphe 4 : comment l’Organisation consultative peut-elle féliciter l’Etat partie alors 
qu’elle déplore ne pas avoir reçu le rapport à temps afin de l’étudier ? 
 
The Delegation of Israel reiterated that the final sentence of paragraph 3 was inconsistent 
with paragraph 4. 
 
Responding to the Chairperson’s question about the thoroughness of the review, the 
World Heritage Centre explained that, while it and IUCN had reviewed the information 
provided by the State Party on 30 June, it had not been possible to gather corroborative 
evidence. 
 
The Delegation of Norway thought that presented no contradiction. 
 
La délégation du Bénin souhaite clarifier sa remarque précédente en soulignant 
l’incohérence suivante : l’UICN souligne dans son rapport qu’elle n’a pas eu le temps de 
mener une analyse complète du site. Sur quelles bases a-t-elle donc mené son étude? La 
délégation s’interroge sur les méthodes de travail mais ne souhaite pas insister davantage. 
 
The Chairperson noted a consensus in the room on that point. 
 
The Delegation of India observed that the situation was becoming more complicated – 
contrary to earlier information it appeared that three benchmarks had not yet been fully 
met. That demonstrated the need to spell out benchmarks. 
 
IUCN clarified that, while benchmark C was the main outstanding issue, benchmarks D 
and E had not yet been met in full. 
 
The Chairperson said there was a need to list them in the decision 
 
The Delegation of India commented that the decision would need to specify which parts 
of D and E remained unmet. 
 
IUCN explained that that could only be clarified through a mission. 
 
The Chairperson observed that the Committee was in an uncomfortable position because 
the State Party’s report had been submitted so late.  
 
The Delegation of Canada said it was important to go back to method – the decision 
should spell out which benchmarks remained to be achieved and set a timeline for doing 
so. 
 
In seeking to accommodate those proposals, the Chairperson suggested that references 
to benchmarks C, D and E should be inserted into the decision and the deadline of 2007 
be set for achieving them.  
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It was so agreed. 
 
La délégation du Bénin souligne que l’Etat partie dit avoir corrigé différents points que 
l’Organisation consultative n’a cependant pas eu le temps de vérifier. Elle souhaite donc 
qu’il soit stipulé clairement qu’il s’agit d’une déclaration de l’Etat partie. 
 
En réponse à une demande de clarification de la part de la Présidente du Comité du 
patrimoine mondial, la délégation du Bénin précise que l’Organisation consultative ne 
peut confirmer qu’un Etat partie a bien atteint les repères fixés qu’après avoir effectué 
une mission sur le site. Dans le cas présent, l’Organisation consultative n’a pas eu le 
temps d’effectuer cette mission, il est donc nécessaire de préciser dans le document qu’il 
s’agit d’une déclaration de l’Etat partie. 
 
The Rapporteur suggested adding text to paragraph 4 indicating that benchmarks A and 
B had been met. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya observed that the issue would recur but there was a need to 
move on. It agreed with Benin. The decision should say that the report of the State Party 
had been late but the Committee also needed to acknowledge its responsibility by 
discussing the property. It seemed strange to commend a State Party for meeting only 
some benchmarks. 
 
The Delegation of Israel suggested amending paragraph 4 to the effect that the 
Committee noted that the State Party had reported that it had achieved benchmarks A and 
B.  
 
The Chairperson said that seemed to meet the various concerns that had been expressed.  
 
The Delegation of Cuba agreed with the Delegation of Benin and emphasized that IUCN 
was still waiting for confirmation. It should be clearly established why the property was 
on the List of World Heritage in Danger and the benchmarks which had been met should 
be clearly stated, as well as those benchmarks which had not been achieved.   
 
The Chairperson, summarizing the debate, said that the way forward seemed to be to list 
the benchmarks achieved, specify which remained to be achieved and set a deadline of 
2007 for doing so.  
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.15 adopted as amended. 

 

AFRICA 
 
Manovo-Gounda St Floris National Park (Central African Republic) (N 475) 
 
The World Heritage Centre informed the Committee that the State Party had not 
submitted a report in response to the decision of the Committee at its 29th session. 
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However, as explained in the working document, the World Heritage Centre had 
provided the State Party with financial assistance from the budget line dedicated to World 
Heritage properties in danger, to permit the State Party to continue vital anti-poaching 
activities, pending the start of the next phase of the ECOFAC program. The third 
ECOFAC phase, which had ended in 2004, had invested substantially in strengthening 
anti-poaching activities in the property to begin addressing that major threat. The delay of 
the start of the fourth phase, now not expected before 2007, meant there was a danger that 
that positive trend would be reversed.  
 
In the framework of the assistance from the World Heritage Fund, the State Party had 
submitted a progress report as well as the final report of the wildlife survey carried out in 
2005. The final results of the survey indicated a dramatic decline in most wildlife species 
within the property, including the loss of approximately 95 % of the elephant population, 
now estimated at fewer than 500 animals. However, the report noted that remaining 
populations could still recover if poaching could be brought under control.  
 
Unfortunately, the UNESCO/IUCN monitoring mission, planned for June 2006, had 
again been cancelled, following an attack on the Gordill park base on 3 June 2006, in 
which three park staff had been killed. With the start of the rainy season in July, the 
mission would now have to be postponed to early 2007. 
 
The Delegation of Israel observed that the security situation had meant it had been 
difficult to undertake missions to that – and other – areas. In such circumstances, it asked 
whether the need for missions could be circumvented by the use of remote sensing, 
perhaps not for animal counting but possibly for monitoring habitat changes. 
 
IUCN observed that remote sensing could be an important adjunct to but not a substitute 
for other monitoring mechanisms. It took the view that there was no substitute for on-the-
ground assessment, particularly for sites on the List of World Heritage in Danger. 
 
La délégation du Bénin souligne que ce genre de situations difficiles arrive fréquemment 
et ne relève pas de la volonté de l’Etat partie. Le problème du braconnage est un 
problème régional. Si l’Etat partie n’a pas soumis de rapport, il existe une délégation 
permanente de l’Etat au sein de l’UNESCO. Elle invite donc le Centre du patrimoine 
mondial à prendre contact avec cette délégation permanente à l’avenir. Elle souhaite 
également proposer un amendement pour le paragraphe 8 quant à la « réunion de haut 
niveau » qui relève d’une réunion politique et invite donc le Directeur général de 
l’UNESCO à faciliter cette réunion. Elle souhaite également proposer une modification 
du paragraphe 7.  
 
The Chairperson invited the Committee to consider the draft Decision paragraph by 
paragraph, noting that paragraphs 1 to 6 were agreed upon without comment.  
 
The Delegation of Israel asked for clarification from the State Party on the justification 
for continuing financial support in the absence of SOC reports. It was important to give 
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the Committee information about how the money already given had been used before 
more was invested.  
 
La délégation du Bénin souhaite répondre à la question de la délégation d'Israël quant au 
financement recommandé : la demande de soutien financier aidera à la poursuite du 
travail déjà accompli en matière de lutte contre le braconnage, travail qui mérite d’être 
encouragé. 
 
The Chairperson asked if the State Party was present. 
 
The World Heritage Centre explained that the time lapse between phases III and IV of 
ECOFAC risked causing a breakdown in anti-poaching activities. Limited financial 
support had therefore been provided to prevent that happening and confirmed that it had 
received reports on the use of those funds. The lack of information was restricted to the 
follow-up to Decision 29 COM 7A.1. 
 
The Delegation of Israel asked for this information to be incorporated into paragraph 3. 
 
The Delegation of India asked whether the Advisory Body had confirmed that the 
outstanding universal value for which the site had been inscribed on the World Heritage 
List was still intact since its inscription on the Danger List. If it had not, it should do at 
the 31st session and similar paragraphs should be added to all other draft Decisions for 
danger-listed sites. 
 
The Chairperson suggested that paragraph 7 could remain un-amended and that India’s 
proposal should be incorporated into paragraph 9. 
 
La délégation du Bénin répète ses propositions d’amendements pour les paragraphes 7 et 
8. 
 
In response to a question by the Chairperson, the Representative of the Director-
General indicated that this would be acceptable.  
 
The Chairperson recalled the suggestion to insert a sentence about the need to verify 
whether the outstanding universal value of the site had been maintained, and noted that 
paragraph 10 was accepted as drafted.  
 
The Delegation of Kenya asked whether the situation facing the site was a disaster 
situation. If it was, the Committee should perhaps ask itself whether it could ever 
consider abandoning it – surely in such circumstances the Committee, as the international 
community, had a responsibility to keep the site going. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.1 adopted as amended. 
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Comoé National Park (Côte d’Ivoire) (N 227) 
 
The World Heritage Centre recalled that the property had been inscribed on the List of 
World Heritage in Danger at the 27th session in 2003, following the outbreak of conflict 
in the country and the loss of control by the State Party of parts of the property. A 
monitoring mission had been requested by the Committee at that time but UNESCO and 
IUCN had been unable to organize it because of the prevailing insecurity. However, the 
mission had finally taken place from 10 to 23 June 2006. 
 
IUCN noted the following key issues arising from the mission. First, the mission had 
confirmed that the State Party controlled only 35% of the property. The area was 
effectively divided into three zones. The first zone, covering 20% of the property, was 
managed by the park authority. The second zone, immediately to the north, covered 15% 
of the property and was under the control of the United Nations peacekeeping force. The 
remainder of the property was under the control of rebel forces. The mission had met 
with representatives from each of the three zones. Second, the outstanding universal 
value for which the property had been inscribed on the World Heritage List was still 
present. Third, poaching continued to be a major threat within the property, as did illegal 
exploitation, particularly for agriculture. Those problems were affected by increasing 
human populations around the park. The mission had noted the need to develop projects 
which supported alternative livelihoods for local communities, to reduce dependency on 
the resources of the park. There were a number of interesting projects in the Tai national 
park which might provide useful models for that. Fourth, most of the basic park 
infrastructure and equipment had been destroyed and re-building of those essential 
management services was a priority. Fifth, it was important to consolidate the 
management in the south of the park, with particular emphasis on controlling poaching 
and working with local communities. Sixth, a joint patrol mechanism for the entire park 
should be established with the assistance of the United Nations peacekeeping force. 
Seventh, the mission had developed a number of recommendations and proposed an 
action plan with timelines. 
 
The implementation of the recommendations of the mission and the Action Plan would 
require increased international support. Projects such as the 2002 European Union 
project, which was signed but not implemented, should be fully supported. 
 
A revised draft Decision 30 COM 7A.2 Rev was distributed in the room, reflecting the 
findings of the mission. 
 
The Chairperson proceeded to read through the draft Decision paragraph by paragraph. 
 
La délégation du Bénin pense que le paragraphe 4 laisse entendre par « continue de ne 
contrôler » que cette situation relève de la volonté de l’Etat partie. Il semble s’agir d’une 
forme de reproche. 
 
The Chairperson said that appeared to be a problem with the French version only. 
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The Delegation of Kenya wondered whether paragraph 6(c), to “Set up an integrated and 
effective management structure for the entire property” was realistic given the prevailing 
circumstances.  
 
IUCN agreed that to do so would be challenging and asked if the State Party could be 
invited to comment. 
 
The Chairperson suggested adding “when the situation allows” to the draft.  
 
The Delegation of India commented that, as the whole park had been inscribed on the 
World Heritage List, it would be difficult to moderate the language. As such, it believed 
the benchmark had to stay. Until an effective management system was in place for the 
whole of the park, it could not be taken off the List of World Heritage in Danger.  
 
The Delegation of the United States of America commended the intervention of the 
Delegation of India. The existence of an integrated management plan was a requirement 
for all sites put forward for inscription. The Committee should apply standards 
consistently and bear the current case in mind during future discussions on inscription.  
 
Returning to the question, the Delegation of India commented that the draft Decision was 
very clear and, while it could live with compromise, in the present case it did not solve 
the problem.  
 
The Delegation of Israel observed that benchmarks were intended to help the State Party 
but agreed that the site was not yet ready to be taken off the List of World Heritage in 
Danger. 
 
La délégation de la Tunisie relève une contradiction entre le fait que l’Etat partie ne 
contrôle qu’un tiers du site et les recommandations faites. Celles-ci ressemblent à des 
recommandations virtuelles. Il faudrait revoir les recommandations pour être logique. 
 
La délégation du Bénin souligne qu’il s’agit de recommandations sur une période de 5 
ans et non à effet immédiat, et elle espère que la situation aura évolué d’ici là. 
 
The Chairperson noted that the Committee was planning for the future, not just 
tomorrow. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya proposed to amend paragraph 6(b)(iii) to request a framework 
for the entire property, rather than a management structure. 
 
The Delegation of Chile point out that paragraph 6(a) was not feasible in the current 
situation and suggested deleting “as a matter of urgency”. 
 
IUCN noted some similarities with paragraph 6(c) – it was effectively a target to work 
towards, as had been agreed with the State Party.  
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La délégation du Maroc relève, dans le paragraphe 10, « répondre aux conclusions », 
l’Etat partie ne répond-il pas ? Ce ton est peu approprié en français. D’autre part, elle 
appuie les interventions des délégations de l’Inde et du Bénin, soulignant le tiers du parc 
contrôlé par l’Etat partie et note que l’on ne peut effectivement pas appliquer les 
recommandations dans leur totalité et dans l’immédiat. 
 
The Delegation of Canada asked if the Committee would consider moving the reporting 
date back to 2008, especially since a mission had only just taken place, the State Party 
would not formally receive notification of the Committee’s decision until September and 
the report on SOC was due on 1 February.  
 
The Chairperson sympathized with the spirit of that intervention but recalled that for 
properties on the List of World Heritage in Danger, there was an obligation to review the 
SOC annually. 
 
La délégation du Bénin appuie la délégation du Canada dans sa proposition de repousser 
exceptionnellement la date du rapport à février 2008 ce qui serait plus réaliste en raison 
de cette situation exceptionnelle. 
 
The Chairperson observed that it was imperative to follow procedures. 
 
The Delegation of India wondered whether there was scope for putting the review date 
back to 2008 on an exceptional basis. Referring to paragraph 11, it also asked whether it 
was legally possible for the Committee to call for action by the United Nations.  
 
La délégation du Maroc demande à ce que, dans le paragraphe 10, « répondre » soit 
remplacé et demande également que l’on retire ou remplace «Engage les Nations 
Unies… » et « Demande à la Communauté internationale… ». 
 
The Chairperson invited the Committee to address those points and to consider 
postponing the review date on an exceptional basis. 
 
Le Directeur du Centre du patrimoine mondial propose de mettre en français 
« prendre en compte » à la place de « répondre ». 
 
The Delegation of Mauritius observed that it would also be important to redraft 
paragraph 10 for consistency. 
 
The Delegation of Lithuania suggested amending the draft Decision to make it clear that 
the review date had been deferred on an exceptional basis. 
 
The Legal Adviser referred the Committee to paragraph 190 of the Operational 
Guidelines which obliged the Committee to review the SOC of sites on the List of World 
Heritage in Danger. However, there was no obligation on States Parties to submit reports 
on an annual basis. As such, the Committee could legitimately review the SOC of a 
property on the basis of information provided by IUCN. 
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The Delegation of the United States of America, supported by the Delegation of the 
Netherlands, expressed concern about the proposed change of date: annual reports were 
requested for the purpose of permitting the Committee to make an informed decision.  
 
The Delegation of Canada withdrew its proposal. 
 
La délégation du Bénin indique avoir un problème de forme concernant le paragraphe 11 
du projet de décision. Ce n’est pas dans le mandat du Comité du patrimoine mondial 
« d’engager les Nations Unies ». Cependant, sur le fond, elle ne voit pas de problème 
étant donné qu’il existe l’exemple de la MONUC qui fait déjà des patrouilles dans les 
parcs en RDC.  
 
The World Heritage Centre said that the State Party had specifically requested the 
assistance of the United Nations, and confirmed the points made by the Delegation of 
Benin, that the World Heritage Centre had worked directly with the United Nations 
(MONUC) in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Therefore a precedent did exist.  
 
The Delegation of Mauritius suggested modifying the request, asking the Director-
General to call on the United Nations for assistance. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America suggested inserting the name of the 
United Nations peacekeeping force in the country. 
 
The World Heritage Centre specified that the name of United Nations force in Côte 
d‘Ivoire was the United Nations in Côte d’Ivoire (ONUCI). 
 
The Delegation of Spain said it had no objections to paragraph 11 and drew a parallel 
with Kosovo, where the KFOR already protected parks and sites. The Committee could 
request the United Nations to have its peacekeeping forces active in Côte d’Ivoire 
assisting the State Party in patrolling the site. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya was satisfied with paragraph 11 as modified and asked if the 
State Party could be invited to comment. 
 
La délégation de la Côte d’Ivoire (Observateur) clarifie la situation: Grâce à la solidarité 
et à l’assistance reçue, la Côte d’Ivoire n’est plus en crise. Ce pays porte un grand intérêt 
à la préservation de son patrimoine. La délégation salue l’avènement du Fonds pour le 
patrimoine africain et la considération dont bénéficie le groupe africain au sein du 
Comité. La Côte d’Ivoire remercie le Comité d’avoir envoyé une mission sur le terrain en 
juin dernier ; elle souscrit aux conclusions de cette mission et fait siennes les 
recommandations formulées ; l’Etat partie s’engage à tout mettre en œuvre pour une 
sortie rapide du parc de la Liste du patrimoine mondial en péril. Toutefois, le pays a 
besoin d’un soutien financier, notamment par un recours aux ressources extrabudgétaires 
du Comité. La délégation demande enfin une clarification par rapport au paragraphe 6 du 
projet de décision qui appelle à la création d’une nouvelle structure de gestion du parc 
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alors que, selon le droit ivoirien, la gestion des aires protégées est dotée d’un cadre 
institutionnel idoine.  
 
The Chairperson invited the Committee to review the remaining paragraphs.  
 
The Delegation of Israel and the Delegation of Morocco asked for clarifications about 
the term “international community” in paragraph 12. 
 
The Delegation of India suggested amending the wording of paragraph 12 to introduce 
the notion of donor support.  
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.2 adopted as amended. 
 
 
Mount Nimba Strict Nature Reserve (Côte d’Ivoire/Guinea) (N155/257) 
 
The World Heritage Centre explained that reports had been received from the States 
Parties of Côte d’Ivoire and Guinea in March. Côte d’Ivoire had stated that the property 
was still under control of rebel forces, while Guinea had reported ongoing degradation on 
its side of the property. The World Heritage Centre also noted that the mining company 
“Societé des Minerais de Fer de Guinée” had re-activated its activities in the enclave 
which had been excluded from the property in 1993.  The President of the company had 
visited the World Heritage Centre in April 2006 and had given assurances that no mining 
was planned within the property. In view of the reports received, and in particular in view 
of the restarting of activities in the mining enclave, the World Heritage Centre and IUCN 
proposed to organize a monitoring mission to the property. 
 
IUCN noted previous decisions of the Committee relating to mining in natural World 
Heritage sites and the “No-Go” commitments by the International Council for Minerals 
and Metals (ICMM) and Shell not to mine within World Heritage properties. It stressed 
that in its view those decisions were applicable to Mount Nimba. IUCN also noted the 
importance of the mission reviewing outstanding issues relating to boundary 
demarcation. 
 
The Delegation of India asked if the State Party concerned had been consulted on the 
draft Decision, and if there were any comments from IUCN regarding the outstanding 
universal value of the site: whether it had been reviewed, and if it had been determined to 
exist. 
 
IUCN stated it was difficult to make an assessment without undertaking a mission to the 
site, but that there were signs of extreme threats to the property. 
 
The World Heritage Centre said that the draft Decision had not been discussed with the 
State Party. 
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The Delegation of Israel requested that the difficulties with the mining activities and the 
issues relating to benchmarks be cited clearly in the decision. 
 
The World Heritage Centre stated that no benchmarks had been defined, as was 
indicated in the working document. They would be defined during the proposed mission. 
 
La délégation du Bénin, concernant paragraphe 6 du Projet de décision propose de 
l’amender en indiquant que l’Etat partie de la Côte d’Ivoire devrait inviter une mission de 
suivi, à l’instar de la Guinée, qui l’a déjà fait.  
 
The Chairperson requested clarification from the State Party and suggested deleting the 
wording in question as the State Party had invited a mission to the site. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands suggested adding time frames in addition to the need 
to determine benchmarks discussed previously. 
 
The Rapporteur read out paragraph 6 again for clarification. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.3 adopted as amended. 
 
 
Garamba National Park (Democratic Republic of the Congo) (N 136) 
 
The World Heritage Centre reminded the Committee that at its 29th session it had 
requested that the presence of the northern white rhino at the property be confirmed in 
order to guide a decision on a possible removal of Garamba National Park from the 
World Heritage List. 
 
An aerial survey of key mammal species, including the northern white rhino, had been 
undertaken from 16 to 31 March. The survey had been followed by a joint 
UNESCO/IUCN monitoring mission from 30 March 30 to 7 April 2006. The survey had 
confirmed the presence of rhinos in the property, but had been able to locate only 2 
individuals, 1 male and 1 female. However, no recent rhino carcasses or poaching camps 
had been located, which was a clear indication that for the moment poaching had been 
brought under control. It noted that even during a detailed aerial survey, it was possible to 
overlook certain individual animals. That had been demonstrated since the survey, as two 
other individual animals had been sighted, one male on 23 April and one sub-adult on 17 
May.  However, it was clear that the remaining number of white rhino was extremely 
small. 
 
According to the experts of the African Rhino Specialist Group, it was currently 
impossible to say that the remaining population in the property was viable or not. On the 
basis of the recommendations of the African Rhino Specialist Group, the mission 
therefore recommended continuing the aerial and ground survey work with a view to 
determining the number of animals left and organizing a workshop with all stakeholders 
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to discuss management options for the remaining population. A second aerial survey was 
currently ongoing and the workshop was planned in September. 
 
The further results of the March survey had actually been more positive than expected by 
the mission team. The survey had counted 3,839 elephants, 8,145 buffalo, 292 hippo and 
70 individuals of the endemic Congo giraffe. Although those figures marked a net decline 
compared to the 2004 census, they were more positive than the results obtained in the 
August 2005 survey.  
 
The most significant result of the survey, however, was the fact that no recent poaching 
camps had been found inside the property. In all previous surveys, recent poaching 
camps, and even active camps, had been spotted inside the property. The mission had 
noted that, since the signature of a management agreement between ICCN and the 
African Parks Foundation, a Dutch-based conservation NGO, in September 2005 and the 
start of its activities in the field in November 2005, the situation in the property had 
improved considerably. However, the security in the region remained a primary concern. 
Since January, there had been frequent incursions of rebels of the Uganda Lord’s 
Resistance Army, and even reported military actions by the Ugandan army on the 
territory of the Democratic Republic of the Congo to track them down. The mission felt 
that, given the instability in the region, it was currently impossible to propose clear 
benchmarks for a removal of the property from the List of World Heritage in Danger. The 
mission had developed recommendations to further improve the state of conservation of 
the property and they were included in the draft Decision. 
 
The World Heritage Centre added that, with generous funding from the Government of 
Italy, it was supporting the activities implemented by ICCN and the African Parks 
Foundation to rehabilitate the property. Finally, it reported that it had started discussions 
with the Permanent Delegation of Sudan to UNESCO, in order to try to identify ways to 
better control poaching originating from Sudanese territory. 
 
IUCN noted that the situation with the northern white rhino population was critical and 
that urgent measures were required. Options would be discussed at a workshop in 
Kinshasa in September involving the State Party and specialists from the IUCN Rhino 
Specialist Group. The mission had noted the positive developments within the property, 
particularly the strengthening of the capacity of staff within Garamba with the support of 
the African Parks Foundation. The issue of whether the property should be de-listed had 
been discussed at length at the 2005 World Heritage Committee session and the 
suggestion had been made that it should be considered a case of “no rhino, no World 
Heritage site”.  
 
IUCN noted that the outstanding universal value of the property was not only based on 
the presence of the northern white rhino, reflected in the fact that the property was 
inscribed under two natural criteria, (iii) and (iv). The property protected other key 
mammal species, including the endemic Congolese giraffe and important populations of 
African elephants. Together with the Manovo Gounda St Floris National Park in the 
Central African Republic, Garamba was the last stronghold in the region of a number of 
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species characteristic of the Sudano-Guinean eco-region. IUCN considered that the 
Committee decision should take that into account. It further noted that there remained 
uncertainties regarding the exact population of northern white rhino and they remained to 
be clarified.  
 
La délégation de la République démocratique du Congo (observateur) précise que la 
situation dans les cinq biens du pays inscrits sur la Liste en péril est aujourd’hui évoluée, 
et que parmi ces cinq biens, celui du Parc national de la Garamba pourrait avoir réuni les 
conditions pour sortir de cette Liste. Il y a maintenant quatre rhinos à la place de deux ; 
MONUC assure la sécurité conjointement avec les forces de l’armée régulière pour 
arrêter le braconnage ; pour la première fois une fondation privée assure la gestion du 
site ; l’Union européenne et la Banque mondiale apportent également de l’aide. La sortie 
de ce site de la Liste en péril serait un signe d’encouragement  pour l’Etat partie. 
 
The Chairperson pointed out that the outstanding universal value of the site was 
evidently still present. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands, noting that the expert had explained that the property 
had important species such as elephants, giraffes, and others, questioned whether the 
presence of those species alone was enough to justify the property’s outstanding universal 
value. That was a recurring issue, and the question was whether the presence of the 
northern white rhino was indeed essential to the outstanding universal value of the 
property. 
 
IUCN responded that that was a good point and had also been discussed at length at the 
previous session of the Committee. It had already been noted that the presence of the 
white rhino was important but that the site was also inscribed under other values. If the 
herd was completely lost, the property would still have outstanding universal value, but it 
of course hoped that the situation would not come to that. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America suggested dropping paragraph 13 
altogether, as the subject had come up in discussions the previous year and there did not 
seem to be a reason to review it on an annual basis. 
 
The Delegation of India agreed with the United States of America, as the situation the 
previous year had been more precarious and it was now much more reassuring. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya concurred with the Delegations of the United States of 
America and India about removing the paragraph but wished to follow up questions 
concerning improved security and the private foundation mentioned earlier. If IUCN 
agreed, the property should be removed from the List of World Heritage in Danger. The 
Delegation also pointed out that the site had attracted attention and funding because of its 
inscription on the List of World Heritage in Danger. If the site was no longer considered 
to be in danger, would it still get help? In addition, concerning the Congolese giraffe, it 
had heard reports of the rediscovery of that extinct species, and requested comments on 
the matter. 
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Les délégations du Bénin et de la Tunisie sont d’accord avec la délégation des Etats-Unis 
d'Amérique pour supprimer le paragraphe 13.  
 
The Delegation of Canada supported the proposal to delete paragraph 13 and called 
attention to item 11G, referring to work to be done on the statement of outstanding 
universal value, because the drafting of paragraph 13 emerged from the fact that there 
was no clear statement concerning outstanding universal value. 
 
IUCN noted that the property was still under severe threats and considered there was no 
question of taking the site off the List of World Heritage in Danger. The situation was 
still critical, including with regard to the northern white rhino. It also repeated that the 
notion of outstanding universal value for the site was not only related to the presence of 
the rhino in the property. It therefore also supported the removal of paragraph 13 from the 
draft Decision. 
 
The World Heritage Centre provided a clarification regarding the earlier query 
concerning the Congolese giraffe, explaining that there was possibly confusion between 
the okapi, also known as the forest giraffe, which had recently been rediscovered in the 
Virunga National park. The Congolese giraffe was a distinct subspecies of giraffe now 
endemic to the Garamba National Park. 

 
The Delegation of Canada said that paragraph 6 should be more clearly stated as a 
benchmark for corrective actions. 
 
The Delegation of Israel agreed, following the comments of the State Party, that the 
paragraph should be reworded. 
 
The World Heritage Centre explained that circumstances in the property changed so 
quickly that it was difficult to set benchmarks. In response to the Delegation of Israel, the 
latest mission had taken place in April 2006 and the World Heritage Centre judged that 
the changes were insignificant. 
 
The Delegation of Chile referred to paragraph 6 of the draft Decision which resembled 
more a resolution of the United Nations Security Council than a decision of the World 
Heritage Committee, and suggested deleting or completely recasting that paragraph. 

 
The Chairperson stated that paragraph 6 could not be deleted as that would essentially 
delete the results of the mission, and deferred to the World Heritage Centre for 
comments. 
 
The World Heritage Centre stated that the paragraph contained the recommendations of 
the monitoring mission, and should therefore not be deleted. Although there were 
improvements in general in the property, the situation around it had not improved 
significantly. The paragraph had been included as that information needed to be taken 
into consideration. 
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The Delegation of India said that the advice of the Delegation of Canada should be 
taken, namely to add benchmarks to the text. The Delegation also expressed agreement 
with the Delegation of Chile, namely that paragraph 6, subparagraphs (c), (d) and (h) 
could be deleted, with the rest unchanged. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya concurred with India, and further suggested deleting 
subparagraph (b), expressing the view that the Committee had no place recommending 
that the Government replace one brigade with another. 
 
The Chairperson requested that the changes proposed by the Delegations of Canada and 
India be read out by the Rapporteur. 
 
The World Heritage Centre provided clarification about subparagraph (c), stating that 
the park authorities, and in particular the guard forces, had difficulty in controlling 
poaching as they had to face well-equipped and armed bands of poachers. Subparagraph 
(d) referred to MONUC, the United Nations Mission in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, whose mandate included disarmament. The request that MONUC should organize 
a disarmament campaign in the region was therefore relevant. Subparagraph (h) was 
included because of the ageing guard force, which had not been renewed for a long time. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands said it had no wish to amend paragraph 6, as it 
contained necessary actions to protect the site. 
 
The Delegation of Chile drew attention to the consensus that seemed to have been 
achieved concerning the deletion of certain paragraphs.  
 
The Delegation of Spain said that, like the Delegation of the Netherlands, it had no 
concerns about the wording of paragraph 6. An explanation could be included on why 
such recommendations were necessary. 

 
The Delegation of the United States of America agreed that the subparagraphs in 
question did not necessarily have to be deleted, also stating that there was a precedent for 
the military to be involved in safeguarding a site, since Yellowstone had been protected 
by the United States army for 44 years. 
 
The Delegation of Chile concurred with the Delegation of Spain. 
 
The Delegation of Spain proposed to include in all subparagraphs a reference to 
preservation and conservation of outstanding universal value.  

 
The Chairperson and the Delegation of the Netherlands pointed out that such a 
reference was already included in the statement at the beginning of paragraph 6. 
 
The Delegation of India proposed adding one phrase: “in the interests of conservation”. 
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The Delegation of Kenya suggested that the phrasing of paragraph 6 should begin not 
with the word “Urges” but rather “Asks” or “Instructs”. 
 
La délégation de la République de Corée,  soutenue par la délégation du Maroc, 
propose d’inclure dans le paragraphe 9 « Demande au Directeur général… ».  
 
La délégation du Bénin soutient la proposition de la délégation du Kenya concernant 
paragraphe 8.  
 
The Chairperson requested the Rapporteur to replace “Urges” with “Requests”. 
 
The Delegation of Kuwait proposed that paragraph 9 be modified, requesting that the 
Director-General facilitate the meeting in question. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30COM 7A.4 adopted as amended. 
 
 
Salonga National Park (Democratic Republic of the Congo) (N 280) 
 
The World Heritage Centre explained that, as mentioned in the working document, 
there had recently been a number of well-documented cases of poaching, involving 
commanders of the army of the Democratic Republic of the Congo and increased clashes 
between park guards and soldiers involved in poaching. Two park guards had been killed 
in such incidents since November 2005. 
 
Given those recent developments, and the fact that no monitoring mission had actually 
been sent to the property since its inscription on the List of World Heritage in Danger, 
IUCN and the World Heritage Centre were proposing the organizing of such a mission 
before the 31st session of the World Heritage Committee. 
 
No further new information had been received since the preparation of the working 
document. 
 

La délégation du Bénin propose de remplacer le mot « développer » par le mot 
« élaborer » dans le paragraphe 6 du projet de décision. 
 
The Chairperson stated that missions were dispatched to develop recommendations 
rather than implement them. 
 
The Delegation of Canada stated that the problem with paragraph 5 was one of clarity, as 
the Committee was endorsing the recommendations of a report of whose content it was 
unaware. It requested the World Heritage Centre to clarify the nature of the report and its 
recommendations. 
 
The World Heritage Centre stated that an explanation on the report was given on page 
19 of the working document, in paragraph 3. It explained that that recent study by WWF 
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included a management review of the park and particular recommendations towards 
possible improvements. 
 
The Delegation of India said that the difficulty voiced by the Delegation of Canada 
existed because there were no defined benchmarks, leading to ambiguity that did not exist 
elsewhere. 
 
The World Heritage Centre pointed out that, as there had so far been no mission to the 
site, it had not been possible to develop benchmarks. 
 
IUCN concurred and said that the report was useful but did not provide benchmarks, just 
recommendations. 
 
The Delegation of Canada requested that paragraph 6 ask that the mission provide 
benchmarks as part of the recommendations for the next meeting of the World Heritage 
Committee. 
 
The Delegation of Israel expressed support for the Delegation of Canada’s suggestion 
and requested that the mission should also review the outstanding universal value of the 
property. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands suggested that that should be standard practice and 
that common standards should be set for such missions. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.5 adopted as amended. 
 
 
Kahuzi-Biega National Park (Democratic Republic of the Congo) (N 137) 
 
The World Heritage Centre explained that from 3 to 23 March a UNESCO monitoring 
mission had visited the property together with Virunga National Park. The mission had 
noted positive developments in the highland sector of the park, where the security 
situation had improved considerably since the last violent clashes in 2005.  Gorilla 
numbers in that sector had increased since the previous census. The mission had also 
noted clear political support from the national government and the provincial and local 
authorities and improved cooperation with the local communities. The situation in the 
lowlands, however, remained precarious, as a result of the ongoing insecurity due to the 
presence of various armed groups. Those groups were using the park as a base and were 
involved in illegal mining and large-scale poaching. Ongoing military operations against 
armed groups in the area by the army of the Democratic Republic of the Congo with the 
support of the United Nations mission in the country were actually aggravating the 
situation, as they resulted in the militias seeking refuge in the interior of the park. Park 
authorities controlled only 15% of the extent of the property. With virtually no data 
available on the inaccessible lowland sector, it was currently very difficult to assess to 
which extent the values for which the property was inscribed on the World Heritage List 
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had been affected. It was therefore important to undertake a survey of key species in the 
lowland sector as soon as the security situation allowed.  
 
The mission had developed, together with the park authorities and the conservation NGO 
working at the property, an emergency action plan, which would receive funding through 
the second phase of the Centre’s programme for the World Heritage properties in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, with support from the Government of Belgium.  
 
The mission had noted that, given the instability in the region, it was currently impossible 
to propose clear benchmarks for removal of the property from the List of World Heritage 
in Danger. The mission had developed recommendations to further improve the state of 
conservation of the property and they were included in the draft Decision. 
 
The Chairperson invited the Committee to consider the draft Decision. 
 
La délégation du Bénin fait remarquer que le rapport mentionne l’implication des soldats 
des forces armées régulières dans les activités de braconnage, alors que ce fait n’est pas 
reflété dans la décision. Elle demande au Centre du patrimoine mondial de clarifier. 
 
Le Centre du patrimoine mondial précise que ce même cas apparaît dans d’autres biens 
du même Etat partie. La MONUC et les forces armées essayent de déloger les groupes 
armés, il en résulte un repli de ces forces dans les biens du patrimoine mondial. Par 
ailleurs on peut constater une bonne collaboration entre les forces armées et l’ICCN.  
 
La délégation du Bénin fait alors remarquer que dans ce cas il n’aurait pas fallu parler de 
« activités destructrices ».  
 
The Delegation of Kenya requested clarification of paragraph 4(d) concerning an 
information campaign communicating support from the government at the highest 
political level in order to avoid political misuse of the property during the election 
campaign. The delegation would like to know if such political misuse took place all the 
time in the country. 
 
The World Heritage Centre explained that elections were to be held in July and August 
2006. On the one hand, there was clear commitment for the protection of the site, but on 
the other hand, a letter from the land registry disputed the boundaries of the Park. Clearly 
that was an issue of concern. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya stated that by the time the report was distributed, the election 
would have taken place. As that sort of thing happened everywhere, maybe a general 
statement could be added calling on the highest authority. 
 
The Delegation of India stated that the English wording was not clear. The Decision 
should be worded to the effect that all political parties should support conservation and 
not misuse.  
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La délégation du Maroc attire l’attention du Comité sur une formulation dans le sous 
paragraphe d) du projet de décision : « …afin de prévenir toute mauvaise utilisation 
politique du parc au cours de la campagne pour les élections ». En se demandant quelle 
serait « une bonne utilisation politique », elle propose d’enlever ce paragraphe. 
 
The Chairperson suggested deleting the paragraph entirely. 
 
The Delegation of Lithuania proposed not to delete the paragraph entirely but to place a 
full stop after the word “Park”. 
 
The Delegation of Israel said that the discussions had revealed a sad situation and 
suggested that encouragement should be given to the State Party. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.6 adopted as amended. 
 
 
Virunga National Park (Democratic Republic of the Congo) (N 63) 
 
The World Heritage Centre explained that from 3 to 23 March a UNESCO monitoring 
mission had visited the property together with Kahuzi-Biega National Park. The mission 
had noted that the park was still used as a base for various armed groups and, as a result, 
there were also several military positions located within the property. Currently there 
were 12,000 soldiers deployed inside and in the immediate vicinity of the property. The 
presence of those armed elements was resulting in poaching and other forms of 
exploitation of the natural resources of the park, in particular charcoal production. A 
recent study by WWF estimated that one million bags of charcoal were produced every 
year in the park. The World Heritage Centre pointed out that the Nyaleke military 
training camp, which was situated inside the park, remained a serious problem. In 2005, 
the Ministry of Defence had decided to use that facility as a training camp for militias to 
be re-integrated within the unified army. 4,200 soldiers were being trained in that facility. 
In April 2006 the Minister of Defence had agreed to relocate the camp but so far that had 
not been done. In a meeting on 22 May, the Permanent Delegate of the Netherlands had 
informed the World Heritage Centre that the Minister of Defence had assured the 
Netherlands Ambassador in Kinshasa that the camp would be closed down on 5 July, the 
scheduled date to end the training process. The World Heritage Centre was currently 
trying to confirm that that happened. 
 
The World Heritage Centre noted that the other major threat to the property was 
encroachment by local populations, but that there had been substantial progress in 
addressing that issue. Of the 160,000 people that were estimated to have settled in the 
park during the period of conflict, 70,000 had already been evacuated. Those evacuations 
were not done by force but through a participatory negotiation process involving all 
stakeholders and relevant authorities.  
 
The World Heritage Centre also informed the Committee that on 4 July it had received a 
preliminary report of a new aerial survey that had been undertaken in June in the central 
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sector of the park. The results were encouraging and showed stabilization and even a 
small increase of certain key species. Those results followed the recent re-discovery of 
okapi and bongo on the site during a WWF-led expedition in the Semlike area. Those 
data showed that all key species were still present in the property. 
 
The mission had also developed with the park authorities and the conservation NGO 
working at the property an emergency action plan, which would receive funding through 
the second phase of the Centre’s programme for the World Heritage properties in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, with support from the Government of Belgium. The 
mission noted that, given the instability in the region, it was currently impossible to 
propose clear benchmarks for removal of the property from the List of World Heritage in 
Danger. The mission had developed recommendations to further improve the state of 
conservation of the property, and they were included in the draft Decision 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands said that it was rather embarrassing that the Nyaleke 
camp was situated inside the park, although at its border. Obviously the goal of the 
Convention was to protect the property, but a balance had to be struck because the aim 
was also to help the peace process. The Delegation further underlined the importance the 
Netherlands attached to the army reunification process. It expressed satisfaction with the 
commitment made by the Government to close the camp as soon as the reunification was 
completed and hoped that that commitment would be upheld after the elections. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America suggested that subparagraph 4(d) be 
deleted for consistency. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya added that, for the sake of consistency, a request for 
benchmarks should also be added. 
 
La délégation du Maroc demande une clarification concernant les activités du « Comité 
pour sauver Virunga » (CSV). Elle constate également que les décisions concernant les 
biens de la RDC se ressemblent entre elles pour les décisions et demande si la situation 
est vraiment identique dans ces biens. 
 
Au sujet du CSV, le Centre du patrimoine mondial explique que le suivi des activités 
illégales par le personnel militaire se fait au niveau du CSV. Concernant les 
ressemblances entre les décisions pour les biens de la RDC, il indique qu’une même 
mission a visité ces biens et que les décisions ont été rédigées selon ses 
recommandations. 
 
The Delegation of India suggested that, in paragraph 4(b), placing a comma after “illegal 
activity” would remove the ambiguity. It also requested a clearer formulation of the 
phrase “gorilla tourism”. 
 
The World Heritage Centre agreed that the wording could be clarified but emphasized 
the importance of mentioning such tourism, which was on the increase again. 
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The Delegation of the United States of America agreed that the tourism was important 
for the local communities and that it must be retained in the text. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya agreed that it was important but said that it should be 
formulated differently, perhaps more generally, to say “develop strategy to share profits 
to help cooperation with local communities”. The Delegation wondered what was meant 
by the phrase “rejuvenate Park staff” in subparagraph (h). 
 
The Delegation of Mauritius said that it should be verified that the gorillas were not an 
endangered species and that perhaps the text should be deleted. 
 
The World Heritage Centre responded that the gorillas were an endangered species, but 
that the tourism did not harm them. 
 
The Delegation of Israel drew attention to the use of the words “conservation of the 
property” in paragraph 5 but “rehabilitation of the property” in paragraph 7. 
 
The World Heritage Centre said that “conservation of the property” could be used in 
both paragraphs. 
 
The Chairperson requested the Rapporteur to clarify the wording of the text. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.7 adopted as amended. 
 
 
Okapi Wildlife Reserve (Democratic Republic of the Congo) (N 718)  

 
The World Heritage Centre explained that from 12 to 23 May a UNESCO monitoring 
mission had visited the property. The findings and recommendations of that mission were 
not included in the working document. 
 
The mission had identified three types of immediate threats to the values of the property: 
poaching of large mammals, especially elephants, illegal mining inside the property and 
uncontrolled migration into the reserve, in particular along the RN4 road which crossed 
the property. 
 
As mentioned in previous reports, large-scale poaching was one of the major challenges 
for the conservation of the property. The mission had noted that, thanks to the emergency 
funding provided by UNESCO from the World Heritage Fund in 2005, park authorities 
had been able to identify networks of poachers and ivory and bush meat traffickers active 
in and around the reserve. The results of those investigations showed a clear implication 
of certain members of the armed forces and the police.  
 
Through joint operations of the park authorities with the army it had been possible for 
park staff to regain control over 80% of the reserve.  It would be necessary to maintain 
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those efforts in the future. It would also be important to organize a new survey of flagship 
species to determine exactly what their status was. 
 
Illegal mining was another serious problem. Most mining sites in the property were under 
the control of traditional chiefs, and certain military were also involved, making 
evacuation of the mining sites extremely problematic, as the traditional chiefs were 
inciting the local populations against the park authorities. In 2005, 16 major mining sites 
had been identified in the property, 11 of which had been closed down since. The 
protected area would clearly need strong political support from the national and 
provincial authorities to be able to close all mining in the property. 
 
The Ituri region had also been experiencing immigration from the densely populated 
highlands of Kivu. That was a special challenge for the reserve because at the time of its 
creation, villages which existed along the road crossing the reserve had been allowed to 
stay. Uncontrolled immigration into those villages would increase the demand for land 
for agriculture and other natural resources. The management authority had responded to 
the challenge by trying to negotiate the establishment of agricultural zones around the 
villages, to limit the clearing of forest for agriculture. A pilot scheme to control 
immigration had also been set up, using a permit system to allow transit, temporary visits 
or permanent residency in the reserve. With the planned road rehabilitation it was 
expected that road traffic would increase significantly, as would immigration. 
 
The mission had further identified two issues that were likely to have an impact on the 
property in the near future, in particular the rehabilitation of the RN4 road crossing the 
reserve, with funding from the World Bank, and illegal logging and deforestation in the 
forest to the east of the property, but advancing towards the property. 
 
The mission also had developed with the park authorities and the conservation NGO 
working at the property an emergency action plan, which would receive funding through 
the second phase of the Centre’s programme for the Democratic Republic of the Congo’s 
World Heritage properties, with support from the Government of Belgium. The mission 
had noted that, given the instability in the region, it was currently impossible to propose 
clear benchmarks for removal of the property from the List of World Heritage in Danger. 
The mission had developed recommendations to further improve the state of conservation 
of the property, and they were included in the revised draft Decision 30 COM 7A.8 Rev, 
which had been distributed in the room. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands requested clarifications about the elephants in the 
reserve, and whether someone actually owned them. It pointed out that some people 
advocated privatizing elephants as that could be effective in protecting them. 
 
IUCN explained that in the countries of southern Africa in particular, there were more 
private reserves where elephants were bred and then transported elsewhere, although that 
was not the case in Democratic Republic of the Congo. 
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The Delegation of Canada asked if it was necessary to identify, in paragraph 3, who was 
doing the poaching, finding the word “reportedly” inappropriate in that kind of document 
unless those involved were very well known, e.g. persons convicted in court. 
 
The Delegation of India stated that such poaching was a problem around the world, and 
cited a tiger reserve in India where all the tigers were lost to poaching. The Delegation 
felt it was appropriate to identify those responsible for the poaching, as applying pressure 
could help solve the problem. 
 
The World Heritage Centre replied that the individual members of the police and armed 
forces involved in poaching had been identified through an investigation which had been 
submitted to the World Heritage Centre. 
 
The Delegation of Canada agreed to withdraw the proposal. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America suggested saying, instead of 
“reportedly”, “could involve” or something similar. 
 
The Delegation of Kuwait, referring to subparagraph 6(d), asked if the trust fund was 
applicable just to that property, or to all properties in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo. 
 
The World Heritage Centre specified that that commitment had been made by the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo during the 2004 conference on Heritage in Danger in 
that country, hosted by UNESCO. It confirmed that it was applicable to all sites in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo. 
 
The Delegation of India said that it should perhaps be mentioned in all cases. 
 
The Chairperson concurred with that suggestion. 
 
The Delegation of the Republic of Korea proposed changing paragraph 6(b), adding 
“necessary measures to close down and to prevent mining operations”. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.8 adopted as amended. 
 
 
Simien National Park (Ethiopia) (N9) 
 
The World Heritage Centre explained that from 10 to 17 May a joint UNESCO/IUCN 
monitoring mission had visited the property. The findings and recommendations of the 
mission were not included in the working document. 
 
The mission had been impressed by the level of commitment by the State Party, and in 
particular the Amhara Regional Government, to address the threats to the property. 
Significant progress had been made in improving the management of the property since 
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the last UNESCO/IUCN mission in 2001. The mission had carefully studied progress 
towards the benchmarks that had been set by the Committee at its 25th session. 
Significant progress had been made in addressing benchmark 1, the requested re-
alignment of the park’s boundary to exclude villages along it; benchmark 2, extension of 
the park to include Mesareya and Lemalimo wildlife reserves, and benchmark 4, the 
effective conservation of a larger population of Walia ibex and Ethiopian wolf within the 
park.   
 
The mission had noted that the realignment of the park boundary and extension in the 
field had been achieved through a participatory process involving a long consultation 
process with all stakeholders. That thorough process could be considered a best practice 
example for the Convention. However, it was important to legalize the new boundaries 
through a re-gazetting of the park, in order to achieve the first and second benchmarks 
fully.  
 
With the current extension, a larger population of Walia ibex was already included within 
the newly proposed boundaries of the park.  However, 75 % of the Ethiopian wolf 
population in the Simien Mountains remained outside the park. To include them and fully 
achieve the fourth benchmark, a further extension towards the Silki Yared – Kiddis Yared 
Mountains and the Ras Dejen mountains was necessary. Park authorities had confirmed 
that that extension was already planned and could be achieved in one year if the 
necessary funding was available. 
 
The mission had concluded that the third benchmark, asking for a significant and 
sustainable reduction of people living inside the core area had not been achieved and did 
not seem achievable in the medium term. The mission had therefore proposed to focus on 
reducing the impacts of local communities on the property, rather than their relocation 
outside the park.  Main impacts were related to the use of natural resources, in particular 
livestock grazing and agriculture.  Grazing was the most serious issue. A 1996 survey had 
estimated that 85% of the park (before the extension) was overgrazed or heavily 
overgrazed, leaving only 15 % in natural condition. Livestock was in direct competition 
with the Walia ibex for grazing and was also affecting small rodent populations, the 
major food source for the Ethiopian wolf.  
 
The mission believed that, as part of the planned revision of the draft management plan, it 
would be crucial to establish a clear strategy on how to address that threat and reduce its 
impact, by establishing zones based on ecological criteria where no grazing was allowed 
and zones where grazing was regulated and progressively phased out. 
 
To further limit the impact of the local communities, it was also proposed to prepare a 
strategy to develop alternative livelihoods for the communities living inside and in the 
immediate vicinity of the property. The current work on identifying alternative livelihood 
options, funded partly through International Assistance from the World Heritage Fund 
would provide input for that purpose. 
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The mission had further looked at a number of other critical issues such as the road going 
through the property, a newly planned road in the vicinity of the proposed extension, the 
newly constructed lodge and the risk of disease transmission from livestock, as well as 
the preparation of the management plan and tourism planning in the region, and had 
provided specific recommendations on those issues, which would be included in the 
mission report. 
 
The mission recommended retaining the property on the List of World Heritage in 
Danger and proposed four revised benchmarks based on the mentioned findings. The 
proposed new benchmarks were included in the revised draft Decision. They had been 
discussed by the mission team with the protected area authority and were considered 
achievable in one or two years. However, it would be important for the State Party to be 
able to secure outside funding to implement the strategies and the management plan. The 
revised draft Decision therefore called on donor agencies to support that work. 
 
IUCN commended the positive progress made by the State Party. It noted that changes to 
the boundary would result in improved conservation efforts, particularly for the flagship 
species of the property. There was a particular need to ensure that boundary adjustments 
better allow for the protection of the Ethiopian wolf, as the majority of the population 
lived outside the property at present. As those boundary changes were significant, a re-
nomination of the property would be required.   
 
The Delegation of Israel inquired how changing the boundaries would affect the 
outstanding universal value of the property, and if the property could be removed from 
the Danger List.  
 
The World Heritage Centre explained that outstanding universal value was based on the 
landscape and on the presence of two species: the Ethiopian wolf and the Walia ibex. The 
boundaries were being changed to conserve a larger population of those key species 
within the property and thus preserve the outstanding universal value of the property. It 
reiterated that the values were still threatened and that the property should be retained on 
the List of World Heritage in Danger. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya stated its belief in meeting benchmarks. While appreciating 
that the site had been on the List of World Heritage in Danger for ten years and that there 
continued to be serious problems at the property, there were also significant 
improvements, including the boundary changes and the presence of the Walia ibex, and it 
asked if it the site could be removed from the List of World Heritage in Danger. The 
Delegation supported removal as an encouragement to the State Party to make the smaller 
changes that remained to be made. The Delegation asked if the State Party could explain 
its plans for the property. 
 
The Observer Delegation of Ethiopia said that it was only a financial problem that 
prevented the State Party from taking action quickly, and confirmed that Ethiopia would 
be greatly encouraged if the property were removed from the List of World Heritage in 
Danger. 
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The World Heritage Centre replied that it considered that a great deal of progress had 
been made, but that the benchmarks had not yet been met. There had been progress on 
benchmarks 1 and 2, in that negotiating limits with local communities had been achieved, 
but they were not yet legalized. Benchmark 4 had not yet been fully met, in particular 
with regard to the Ethiopian wolf. Benchmark 3 had not been met at all and a 
reformulation was proposed. If financial means were available, the revised benchmarks 
could be achieved in one or two years but it was recommended that the property should 
remain on the Danger List for now. 
 
The Delegation of Israel expressed support for the Delegation of Kenya’s views, stating 
that the goal of the World Heritage Convention was protection, not beautification, and 
that the World Heritage Committee should be more forthcoming in the case under review.  
 
The Delegation of India stated that the revised benchmarks were clearly new, and 
recommended taking the site off of the List of World Heritage in Danger in order to give 
a positive signal to a continent with so many sites on the Danger List. The Delegation 
pointed out that the World Heritage Committee could take the property off the Danger 
List at the current session and put it back on the Danger List again later on if necessary. 
  
The Delegation of Lithuania said that it was not in favour of taking the property off of 
the List of World Heritage in Danger, as the World Heritage Committee had seen in the 
past that removing a property from the Danger List too soon gave a bad signal rather than 
a good one. The Delegation supported the draft Decision, commenting that after all 
benchmarks were met, the site could be taken off the Danger List. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands said it was pleased with the progress made by the 
State Party, but still considered the situation too fragile. Concerns about road construction 
remained, some issues in that connection were not clear, but there was a real danger 
concerning the values of the site. It expressed support for the suggestion of the 
Delegation of Lithuania.  
 
The World Heritage Centre explained that the recent mission to the site had looked into 
the road issue. The road through the property had little traffic and was manageable, but a 
new road was currently planned to go through the proposed extension. The authorities 
had ensured the mission that that project would be reconsidered. The mission had 
prepared specific recommendations on those issues, and they would be included in the 
mission report.  The extension was the most important issue for the survival of the 
species on the site. 
 
La délégation de la Tunisie, prends note des progrès et des efforts considérables de l’Etat 
partie malgré les moyens modestes. Devant cette grande liste déprimante des sites en 
péril et à l’instar des délégations de l’Inde, du Kenya et de l’Israël, elle propose de retirer 
ce site de la Liste du patrimoine mondial en péril quitte à le réinscrire sur cette Liste dans 
un an si les conditions ne sont pas remplies.  
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La délégation du Bénin se déclare très embarrassée : d’un côté l’Etat partie fournit des 
efforts considérables malgré un manque important de moyens financiers. Le Comité tient 
à ses principes et ses mécanismes, mais peut-il garantir à l’Etat partie des moyens pour 
accomplir sa tâche ? De l’autre côté, le Comité pourrait faire valoir le mécanisme selon 
lequel un site est retiré de la Liste en péril « à condition de… » ; Il y a déjà  eu un cas 
similaire en 2005. Ceci pourrait inspirer l’Etat partie à faire encore plus d’efforts et enfin 
aboutir à la sortie du bien de la Liste en péril.  
 
The Chairperson indicated that the discussion would resume at a subsequent meeting. 
 
 
 

The meeting rose at 06:30 p.m. 
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SECOND DAY – MONDAY 10 JULY 2006 

THIRD MEETING 

09.00 a.m. - 01.00 p.m. 
 

Chairperson: Ms Ina MARCIULIONYTE 
 
 

 

ITEM 7A STATE OF CONSERVATION OF THE PROPERTIES INSCRIBED 
ON THE LIST OF WORLD HERITAGE IN DANGER (continued) 
 
Documents :  WHC-06/30.COM/7A 
 WHC-06/30.COM/7A.Add.Rev 
Decisions :  30 COM 7A.1 to 7A.34 
 
 
The Chairperson informed the Committee that the Bureau had looked into facilitating 
and expediting the work of the Committee and had specifically suggested that draft 
Decisions should not be reviewed paragraph by paragraph. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America commented that a number of critical 
issues had been discussed on processes and criteria in a cooperative atmosphere. It was 
disappointed that the BBC had presented a report that morning on climate change which 
had not correctly reflected the debates, in particular as the Committee had not yet taken a 
decision. It requested that all media reports be as accurate as possible. 
 
The Chairperson appealed to all delegations and observers to ensure that the press was 
not minsinformed, as that would undermine the credibility of the Committee.  
 
 
AFRICA (continued) 
 
Simien National Park (Ethiopia) (N 9) 
 
The World Heritage Centre provided further information on Simien National Park and 
the mission carried out in May 2006 which had reviewed the benchmarks. While 
significant progress was reported in addressing two of the four benchmarks for the 
removal of the property from the List of World Heritage in Danger, the question of the 
inclusion of a significant population of Ethiopian wolves within the national park, as 
requested in benchmark 4, remained unresolved. The proposed revised benchmarks 1 and 
2 basically included what remained to be done to achieve former benchmarks 1, 2 and 4. 
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Furthermore, former benchmark 3 had not been achieved and did not seem achievable in 
the near future. To accommodate the State Party, the mission had suggested replacing 
that benchmark by the revised benchmarks 3 and 4, which were thought to be achievable 
in one to two years. The mission had clearly concluded that the outstanding universal 
value of the property remained threatened. 
 
IUCN observed that the benchmarks had been discussed, that progress on a number of 
them had been achieved and that the general trend was positive. However, the conditions 
for removing the site from the List of World Heritage in Danger were not fully met. 
 
The Delegation of Israel welcomed the professional inputs and recommendations by the 
Advsiory Body and the World Heritage Centre and referred to the Operational 
Guidelines, which differentiated between major and less important operations, as well as 
ascertained and potential dangers. What was important was to understand the specific 
situation; it was willing to take the property off the List of World Heritage in Danger. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America proposed an amendment to paragraph 9 
of the draft Decision, adding “once removed from the List of World Heritage in Danger” 
after “requests”. It commended the State Party on the positive efforts made but noted that 
World Heritage processes would be at stake if the site were to be taken off the Danger 
List at the current stage. The Committee needed to adhere to the achievement of set 
benchmarks for removals and to international standards. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands noted that its comments of the previous day were 
strengthened by the presentations from the Secretariat, specifically on items (a) and (b), 
and that removal from the Danger List could only be considered if the benchmarks were 
reached. 
 
The Delegation of India inquired how to handle the Delegation of the United States’ 
amendment concerning an extension. It requested information from the State Party on 
two points: would it agree to keeping the site on the Danger List until the conditions for 
removal stated by the Netherlands were met and would the State Party attract further 
funding if the site remained on the Danger List? 
 
The Observer Delegation of Ethiopia informed the Committee that it had obtained 
funding from both the World Heritage Fund and other sources and that its Government 
would be happy with a removal from the Danger List. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya indicated that the Committee faced a difficult situation and that 
laws and regulations were made for guidance; instead of a static position a more flexible 
approach was needed to achieve progress. 
 
The Chairperson proposed an informal working group to develop a consensus on the 
matter  
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The Delegation of the Netherlands disagreed with the establishment of an informal 
working group as those matters called for discussion in the Committee, noting that 
similar issues might come up in respect of other sites. 
 
Après avoir remercié tous les intervenants et le Secrétariat pour les informations fournies, 
la délégation du Bénin indique que la situation actuelle est très embarrassante, les repères 
ayant été remplis à 90%. Le 3e repère consiste en effet en une loi qui a été votée mais qui 
n’est pas encore entrée en vigueur. Elle rappelle que l’Etat partie concerné a fait 
beaucoup d’efforts et compte en la confiance du Comité. Elle propose qu’à ce stade, il 
serait possible de retirer le bien de la Liste du patrimoine mondial en péril à condition que 
l’Etat partie respecte les engagements qu’il a fait ce jour. Dans le cas contraire, la 
délégation indique qu’il s’agira simplement d’inscrire de nouveau le bien sur cette Liste à 
la prochaine session, mettant l’Etat partie devant ses responsabilités, comme stipulé par 
l’Article 4 de la Convention.  
 
The Delegation of India pointed out that the Bureau had decided on an informal 
consultation outside the Committee room in order to move ahead. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands acknowledged that decision but stated that the case 
under discussion had implications for other cases. 
 
The Chairperson requested the informal group to discuss those matters. 
 
 
Aïr and Ténéré Natural Reserves (Niger) (N 573) 

 
The World Heritage Centre explained that a report had been received from the State 
Party on 23 March 2006 which unfortunately provided little new information and did not 
refer to the benchmarks set by the Committee at its 29th session. According to the 
information at its disposal there had been few changes since the 2005 mission. It pointed 
out that a USD 9 million UNDP/GEF project had been approved the previous year, which 
was expected to improve the management of the property and the wider Biosphere 
Reserve. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.10 adopted. 
 
The Chairperson noted that the properties in Tunisia would also be discussed in the 
informal group. 
 
 
Djoudj National Bird Sanctuary (Senegal) (N 25) 
 
The World Heritage Centre noted that the report on the property and the relevant draft 
Decision were included in document WHC-06/30.COM/7A.Add. It added that the State 
Party report of March 2006 had mentioned significant progress regarding the 
recommendations of the 2005 UNESCO/IUCN monitoring mission. A multi-stakeholder 
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workshop had been organized in April 2006, to prepare a two-year action plan in order to 
achieve the benchmarks for removal of the property from the List of World Heritage in 
Danger, set by the Committee at its 29th session. UNESCO and IUCN had both 
participated in the workshop.  
 
IUCN informed the Committee that the multi-stakeholder workshop held in the park had 
addressed the recommendations of the 2005 mission. Key issues raised in the workshop 
included the excellent work by the State Party in addressing the benchmarks identified by 
the Committee. In particular, good progress had been made in addressing the control of 
invasive plants, in particular Salvinia molesta. The management of the park was 
improving and cattle grazing had been effectively controlled and removed from most of 
the park. A clear Action Plan had been developed by the Workshop proposing a two-year 
schedule for removal of the property from the List of World Heritage in Danger. The key 
issue that needed to be addressed was the need to ensure adequate funds to ensure that the 
Plan could be effectively implemented. It concluded that the property could soon be 
deleted from the Danger List. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya noted the excellent results achieved, with 90% of the 
benchmarks reached, and that removal would be possible soon. It asked for the opinion of 
the State Party concerning the removal. 
 
La délégation du Sénégal (Observateur) indique qu’il s’agit pour elle d’un privilège que 
d’être invitée à compléter le rapport du Secrétariat. Elle informe le Comité que le 
problème des espèces invasives est à présent réglé et que les espèces sont largement sous 
contrôle. Par ailleurs, elle affirme que la valeur ornithologique du bien est intacte et qu’en 
terme ornithologique, le parc ne s’est jamais aussi bien porté. Elle fait cependant part de 
son inquiétude vis-à-vis de l’épidémie potentielle de grippe aviaire, qui nécessite un 
combat planétaire. Elle ajoute que retirer le bien de la Liste du patrimoine mondial en 
péril ne ferait que conforter le Sénégal dans son combat et à achever le chemin qu’il lui 
reste à faire.  
 
La délégation du Maroc note que les efforts exceptionnels de l’Etat partie sont 
encourageants en vue de la sortie du bien de la Liste du patrimoine mondial en péril. Elle 
rappelle que les repères sont atteints dans une grande majorité et encourage l’Etat partie à 
aller de l’avant. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands expressed its sympathy with the comments made but 
requested a consistent approach. 
 
The Delegation of Canada said that the case differed from others in terms of process, as 
major benchmarks had been met, specifically with regard to invasive species. Only the 
Action Plan remained to be fully implemented. It asked IUCN if the outstanding 
universal value of the property was still under threat. 
 
IUCN agreed that major threats had been addressed, that the State Party was aware of 
future threats such as avian influenza and that the two-year deadline was an outcome of 
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the workshop. The outstanding universal value of the property was no longer acutely 
threatened. 
 
La délégation du Bénin note son indécision quant à la décision à prendre. Elle indique 
que si l’Etat partie demande une assistance, il y a alors lieu de considérer la sortie du bien 
de la Liste du patrimoine mondial en péril. Elle ajoute qu’il faut faire une distinction 
entre le cas du Parc national du Simien (Ethiopie) et celui du Djoudj (Sénégal).  
 
The Chairperson noted that there was agreement in the Committee for removal. 
 
The Delegation of India agreed with Canada, specifically that major threats were 
addressed, and endorsed IUCN’s comments that the State Party was aware of future 
threats and that the two-year deadline derived from the workshop. Its feeling was that it 
could be taken off the Danger List. 
 
In response to a request by the Chairperson as to whether there were any objections, the 
Delegations of the Netherlands and Israel agreed to removal from the List, noting 
differences with other case. 
 
The Chairperson suggested amending paragraph 9 of the draft Decision 30 COM 7A.11 
to the effect that the property would be removed from the List of World Heritage in 
Danger. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.11 adopted as amended. 
 
 
ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 
 
Manas Wildlife Sanctuary (India) (N 338) 
 
The World Heritage Centre noted that a report had been received from the State Party 
on 31 March 2006 showing progress towards reaching three of the benchmarks set by the 
Committee at its 29th session. So far, no results of a comprehensive wildlife survey, 
requested in benchmark 4, had been submitted to the World Heritage Centre. 
 
The Delegation of Japan underlined that the authorities had provided a good response in 
implementing the conditions for removal, which should be considered. However, those 
conditions should be clearly stated. 
 
IUCN noted that positive steps had been undertaken and peace reigned in the region, but 
that it was too early for the property to be removed from the Danger List. 
 
Après avoir écouté les orateurs précédents, la délégation de la Tunisie propose de retirer 
le bien de la Liste du patrimoine mondial en péril.  
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The Delegation of Kenya underscored that time was a factor and that, if the conditions 
indicated on page 46 were met by the authorities, the Delegation would concur with the 
Delegation of Japan. Furthermore it noted that appropriate changes might be made to the 
Operational Guidelines in due course.  
 
La délégation du Maroc indique qu’il faut considérer les conditions en cours 
d’amélioration très nette, notamment les conditions de sécurité, très bonnes pour 
l’écotourisme. Elle considère la présentation de l’UICN très encourageante pour le retrait 
de la Liste du patrimoine mondial en péril. 
 
The World Heritage Centre stated that a biodiversity survey was still needed and that, 
once completed, a full analysis would make it possible to evaluate the status of the 
outstanding universal value of the property. The case could not be compared to the 
previous one. 
 
The Delegation of Norway said that it was necessary to await the outcome of the survey 
and that there would be no other way to obtain the necessary information to allow for a 
decision on a possible removal. 
 
The Delegation of Spain indicated that the ongoing debate would have an impact on 
subsequent discussions, and that the issue therefore required further consideration. The 
Advisory Bodies should state which benchmarks must be met, in order to facilitate the 
Committee’s choice and avoid double standards. Finally, it supported the comments by 
the Delegation of Norway, urging clarification of the benchmarks.  
 
The Delegation of Canada noted that the site had been before the Committee for years 
and acknowledged the great efforts made by the Government of India. It concurred with 
the Delegation of Norway’s suggestion to wait for the survey. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.13 adopted. 
 
 
EUROPE AND NORTH AMERICA 
 
Everglades National Park (United States of America) (N 76) 
 
The World Heritage Centre explained that a report had been submitted by the State 
Party on February 3, 2006, indicating progress made in the restoration and conservation 
of the Everglades National Park. The State Party had also proposed a set of detailed 
benchmarks to guide a decision by the Committee on a possible removal of the property 
from the List of World Heritage in Danger. Those benchmarks had been discussed with 
IUCN during a mission to the property from 25 to 27 April. 
 
IUCN recognized the enormous challenges faced by the State Party in improving the 
state of conservation of the Everglades, including urban encroachment on the eastern 
boundary of the park and major water pollution challenges arising from agriculture in the 
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upper catchment areas of the Everglades. It noted the serious and effective steps taken by 
the State Party in tackling those problems. They included the implementation of the 
largest ecosystem restoration programme on earth. The mission noted that excellent 
progress was being made but that the Everglades was likely to remain endangered in the 
immediate future. It had worked closely with the State Party to develop a series of 
benchmarks which were set out in the working document. They were ecologically based 
and would allow the Committee to assess improvements in the ecological status and 
trends towards recovery of the Everglades. 
 
The Delegation of Israel asked whether it would take 30 to 40 years to implement those 
benchmarks and whether they were considered major or minor.  
 
IUCN noted that the programme involved a long-term restoration effort including the 
recovery of endangered species and an action programme on land acquisition. The 
consultative process of defining the benchmarks had been excellent and made it possible 
to assess improvements and priorities for both ecological and process benchmarks. 
 
La délégation du Maroc demande des informations concernant le calendrier. Elle 
rappelle que le bien est inscrit sur la Liste du patrimoine mondial en péril depuis 1993, et 
souhaite savoir quelle est la situation actuelle. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America commented that the restoration project 
was a milestone and that there was full commitment to the project, including financial 
provision of billions of dollars. The benchmark development process could be considered 
best practice. 
 
The Delegation of the Republic of Korea noted that, compared to other sites, progress on 
the property under consideration was encouraging, and commended the involvement of 
NGOs. 
 
The Chairperson invited the Committee to consider the draft Decision 30 COM 7A.14. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya suggested amending paragraph 3 of the draft Decision with the 
addition of “huge investments”. 
 
La délégation de la Tunisie remercie la délégation des Etats Unis d’Amérique pour leur 
intervention. Elle soutient à présent le maintien du bien sur la Liste du patrimoine 
mondial en péril. 
 
The Delegation of Israel requested that the Delegation of the United States of America 
be included in the informal working group on benchmarks. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.14 adopted. 
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LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN (continued) 
 
 
Humberstone and Santa Laura Saltpeter Works (Chile) (C 1178)  
 
The World Heritage Centre informed the Committee that actions taken by the State 
Party included the limitation of the number of visitors; prosecution measures to stop the 
robbery of materials, the restoration of the major public building and structural works to 
avoid collapse of the most damaged buildings were still pending implementation. 
However, no alternative road had been traced for Road A-16 and weak implementation of 
the Management Plan should be noted. 
 
ICOMOS said that it was a major restoration exercise and that danger-listing was 
welcome. However, little action had been taken. 
 
The Delegation of Israel asked whether there were any comments from the State Party. 
 
The Delegation of Chile indicated that the northern area of the property had suffered an 
earthquake of 8-plus on the Richter scale, with considerable damage done to the 
surrounding towns, but without physical effect on the saltpeter works. As a result, the 
Chilean Government had allocated resources to the area and had therefore had to 
decrease the resources allocated to the property. As to military exercises, they occured 
only in the buffer zone and the Army had agreed to stop its activities in the short term. A 
buffer zone was to be delineated with boundaries acceptable to everybody. Finally, the 
Delegation said that it would submit a proposal to the World Heritage Centre to fund all 
its activities. It agreed that the property should be maintained on the List of World 
Heritage in Danger. 
 
The Delegation of Cuba said that its concerns had been met by the reply by the 
Delegation of Chile.  
 
La délégation du Bénin indique que ses préoccupations ont également été couvertes par 
l’intervention de la délégation du Chili. Toutefois, elle ajoute que le fait que l’Etat partie 
n’ait pas trouvé de financements pour mettre en oeuvre ses activités devrait être reflété 
dans le projet de décision.  
 
The Chairperson asked the Delegation of Benin to specify its amendment. 
 
La délégation du Bénin précise qu’il est important de financer un plan d’urgence et 
d’autres activités.  
 
The World Heritage Centre informed the Committee that a Plan had been developed for 
the maintenance of mining sites all over the country. 
 
The Delegation of Chile confirmed that comment, adding that Chile was also in the 
process of elaborating a proposal with the national enterprise Codelco which would soon 
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be re-submitted. It further added that it would request international assistance for the 
emergency plan. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.31 adopted. 
 
 
Chan Chan Archaeological Zone (Peru) (C 366)  
 
The World Heritage Centre informed the Committee that the Commission for the 
relocation of farmers was still working on the regulation of the Law No. 28261 and that 
USD 30,000 for emergency works on the enlargement of drainage No. 13 had been 
allocated. The ground water level was under control, but implementation of the 
Management Plan was slow. 
 
The Delegation of Israel proposed the addition of the words “and for their sustainable 
development” to the draft Decision.  
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands noted that the site had been discussed many times 
since 1986. It was unclear as to what exactly needed to be done, whether the benchmarks 
were related to the threats and why the site had originally been included in the List of 
World Heritage in Danger, as well as what needed to be done to take it off the list. 
 
The World Heritage Centre stated that it was one of the most important sites of its kind 
and that it was threatened by a number of factors including climate change resulting in 
disintegration of the walls of the buildings.  It added that it is one of the most fragile sites 
and taking it off the danger list might send the wrong message. 
 
ICOMOS noted that, since inscription, a number of problems had been addressed but 
others remained, including the removal of illegal inhabitants and stabilization as well as 
conservation works at the buildings. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya said that it was a complex situation and that assurances by the 
Advisory Bodies were needed that the problems were being properly addressed or 
whether another 20 years were needed; it wondered whether adequate advice had been 
given. 
 
The Delegation of India noted that there were differences in the wording of decisions on 
natural and cultural properties and that IUCN should clearly state whether the outstanding 
universal value of the property was retained and the benchmarks defined. 
 
ICOMOS confirmed that the outstanding universal value was not at stake; however, no 
detailed timeframe had been set to stabilize the buildings and no missions went on a 
regular basis. 
 
La délégation du Maroc remercie l’ICOMOS pour les informations importantes qu’il a 
fourni sur les questions de calendrier. Elle ajoute que même si trois mesures ont déjà été 
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atteintes et que la 4e mesure est en cours, il reste important d’établir un calendrier précis. 
Elle considère comme impossible que le bien soit sur la Liste du patrimoine mondial en 
péril depuis son inscription sans savoir combien de temps il va falloir pour l’en retirer. 
 
The Delegation of Chile requested the floor be given to the concerned State Party, Peru.  
 
The Delegation of Peru assured the Committee that the outstanding universal value of 
the property had not been modified since its inscription in 1986 because of the earthen 
structures, the dry climate of the area and the absence of extreme environmental 
conditions. It added that the State Party had made good progress towards the conservation 
of the property and the laws which had been passed had helped towards its conservation. 
It informed the Committee that it had also launched a project to transfer the illegal 
farmers into the buffer zone and demolish a number of inappropriate buildings. It could 
report a success story in the previous year, when it had succeeded in bringing the ground 
water level under control and would now focus on the property itself.  
 
The Delegation of Japan wondered whether the problems of structural reinforcement 
could be tackled, observing that in Asia extensive experience had been gained on that 
global problem. 
 
The World Heritage Centre proposed a joint UNESCO-ICCROM-ICOMOS mission to 
the property to review the situation and to organize an international working group on the 
conservation of earthen structures.  
 
The Chairperson welcomed that helpful proposal. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya noted mistakes in the working document, pointing out that the 
correct term for earthen structures was adobe. It further underlined that the site had been 
on the Danger List for 20 years, and it expressed its surprise that no mission had been 
sent. 
  
The Delegation of Israel proposed an amendment to paragraph 5, adding the words “and 
those that continue”. 
 
The Delegation of Canada requested an additional amendment to paragraph 5 and 
submitted text to the Rapporteur. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America expressed surprise that no mission had 
been sent to the site and asked to be informed if that was the case for other danger-listed 
sites. 
 
ICCROM specified that many missions had been carried out to Chan Chan and that 
ICCROM had been working on the site management plan. Detailed information had been 
collected over the years, but it should be noted that it was a large, fragile and complex 
site and that additional training should be carried out. 
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The World Heritage Centre observed that the missions in question were not official 
monitoring missions and that there had been no formal ICCROM reports received. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.32 adopted as amended. 
 
 
Coro and its Port (Venezuela) (C 658)  
 
The World Heritage Centre informed the Committee of serious deterioration of 
materials and structures, deterioration of architectural and urban coherence, issues 
relating to the integrity of the property and lack of adequate management, planning and 
conservation mechanisms. The problems were compounded by constant rainfall. 
 
ICOMOS stated that a timeframe for meeting benchmarks and putting in place structures 
was needed and that the management plan would need some time as consultations with 
stakeholders would be carried out. 
 
The Delegation of Canada stated that paragraph 5 of the draft Decision was weak and 
that another point should be added. The work on the benchmarks should be clearly 
specified. 
 
La Délégation de Bénin propose que le paragraphe 6 soit mis à la place du paragraphe 2. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.33 adopted as amended. 
 
 
AFRICA (continued) 
 
Royal Palaces of Abomey (Benin) (C 323) 
 
The World Heritage Centre presented the report before the Committee detailing the 
actions undertaken so far by the State Party to address the action plan drawn up by the 
Committee at its 28th session, in particular in regard to the following: (1) establishing a 
legal framework for cultural heritage protection; (2) creating a buffer zone; (3) evaluating 
a management plan; (4) carrying out works to eliminate threats to the earthen structures. 
 
It informed the Committee that, with regard to the buffer zone, once finalized it would be 
presented to the Committee for approval in conformity with the Operational Guidelines. 
The State Party had completed the management plan and would soon transmit it to the 
Centre following its appropriate approval at the national level. The report further 
highlighted the results of a World Heritage Centre technical mission of experts 
undertaken in February 2006 to assist the State Party in that regard, including support for 
the property under International Assistance made available by the Chairperson of the 
World Heritage Committee. Finally, the report proposed that the World Heritage Centre 
and ICOMOS undertake a mission to evaluate progress in the implementation of the 
action plan and make a recommendation to the Committee to remove the site from the 
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List of World Heritage in Danger, and to report thereon to the Committee at its 31st 
session in 2007. 
 
ICOMOS explained that extensive progress had been made on a wide variety of building 
works, and there had also been successes concerning legislation for protection of the site. 
The Advisory Body was optimistic that the benchmarks defined for the site could be 
reached in a reasonable time, indicating that the property could soon be taken off the 
Danger List. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya pointed out that the property had been inscribed on the Danger 
List for a long time. The Delegation was aware that work with CRATerre was under way, 
but did not know if a mission had been completed, and wished to be informed when the 
relevant work would be done so that the site did not stay on the Danger List indefinitely. 
 
The Chairperson pointed out that the draft Decision included a request for a time frame. 
 
The Delegation of Mauritius expressed its concern that the property had been on the 
Danger List for 20 years, and, although some benchmarks had been addressed, two-thirds 
of them remained unmet. The Delegation requested a response from the State Party 
stating when the benchmarks would be addressed. 
 
La délégation du Bénin indique que le cadre législatif national régit la protection du 
patrimoine culturel et que les travaux prévus dans le cadre des mesures correctives seront 
achevés le 6 janvier 2007. 
 
La délégation du Maroc souligne l’importance du calendrier des mesures correctives et 
se pose la question suivante : s’agissant du calendrier 2006-2007, pourquoi est-il 
demandé qu’au moins la moitié des activités soit achevée avant 2007? 
 
ICOMOS replied that at least half of those issues had been addressed under 
benchmark (c), further stating that it was a large site with a great number of buildings. 
When the benchmarks had been set they had been reasonable, and achieving stability in 
half of the structures was a significant goal. If half was preserved and legislation and 
management systems were addressed, it could be considered that great progress had been 
made. 
 
La délégation du Bénin confirmant ce qui a été dit par le Centre du patrimoine mondial, 
espère que la loi sera votée par le Parlement prochainement et ajoute que la précision de 
la zone tampon est en cours, que les travaux d’importance et d’urgence ont été lancés, et 
souhaite que le site soit retiré de la liste du patrimoine en péril l’année prochaine. 
 
The Chairperson declared draft Decision 30 COM 7A.16 adopted. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America stated that, regarding the decision just 
adopted, the Delegation of Canada had proposed to submit new language for the text, but 
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the new wording had not been shown to the Committee; that should be borne in mind for 
future reference. 
 
At the invitation of the Chairperson, the Rapporteur read out the revised text. 
 
The Delegation of India agreed with the Delegation of the United States of America that 
it was not appropriate to adopt a revised decision without the Committee having seen the 
language. 
 
 
Ruins of Kilwa Kisiwani and Ruins of Songo Mnara (United Republic of Tanzania) 
(C 144) 
 
The World Heritage Centre explained that it had no new information concerning the 
property. It drew attention to the support provided by the Government of Norway 
amounting to USD 201,390 for “Emergency Conservation of Kilwa Kisiwani and Songo 
Mnara” in September 2005. The support would enable the State Party to make progress in 
addressing the benchmarks for concrete measures for the site, namely: (a) updating the 
statement of outstanding universal value and (b) effectively implementing the 
management plan. 
 
The World Heritage Centre also drew attention to the substantial documentation received 
by the World Heritage Centre and ICOMOS that highlighted the State Party’s strategic 
framework for properties improvement. However, those reports, particularly the 
management plan, fell short in providing information on how the plan was to be 
implemented. 
 
ICOMOS stated that there was a need to increase the scope of the management plan in 
terms of what was inscribed on the World Heritage List; for example, the town was also 
included in the List. The property had been inscribed on the World Heritage List for the 
deterioration of the ruins, and clear guidelines needed to be given, as well as a timeline 
for implementation. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya noted that a great deal of financial support had been provided 
by the Governments of France, Japan and the United Republic of Tanzania. It sought the 
point of view of the State Party. 
 
The Observer Delegation of the United Republic of Tanzania expressed its gratitude for 
the support provided by the many donors. The State Party had submitted a report in good 
faith and agreed in principle with the draft Decision, but questioned the necessity of the 
term “with great concern” in paragraph 4. The State Party had no intention of requesting 
that the property be taken off of the Danger List. 
 
The Delegation of India asked whether the State Party could clarify the point made by 
ICOMOS about boundaries: earlier in the discussion, the Delegation of the United States 
of America had said that if a site was on the Danger List, the boundaries should not be 
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extended. It also asked if it was possible to have a clarification concerning the 
management plan because it was not in accord with the guidelines. 
 
The Observer Delegation of the United Republic of Tanzania responded to the 
Delegation of India that even before the site had been inscribed on the Danger List, there 
had been a proposal to extend it, and that the State Party had no doubt foreseen how that 
would be managed. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya suggested deleting the phrase “with great concern” from 
paragraph 4 of the draft Decision. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.15 adopted as amended. 
 
Following a suggestion by the Chairperson to leave the discussion regarding Tipasa 
(Algeria) pending, the Delegations of India and Spain expressed the view that the 
Committee should proceed to examine the sites in the scheduled order. 

 
 

ARAB STATES 
 
Tipasa (Algeria) (C 193) 
 
Le Centre du patrimoine mondial présente l’état de conservation du site et mentionne 
les nouveaux éléments transmis au Centre tels que la lettre du Ministre de la culture datée 
du 20 juin 2006, confirmant tous les engagements pris oralement lors de la mission de 
suivi réactif et présentant un échéancier pour la réalisation de ces engagements : 
- préparation du plan de protection et de la mise en valeur qui confirmera les limites 

définitives du site et celles d’une zone tampon ; 
- relogement des familles installées dans le site avant le 30 septembre 2006 ; 
- aménagement du port de pêche et de plaisance ; 
- réalisation du cadastre et report sur des cartes de la position précise des clôtures 

délimitant les secteurs inscrits (les cartes transmises n’indiquent aucune zone 
tampon) ; 

- réalisation d’un plan de gestion du site par le nouvel Office de gestion et 
d’exploitation des biens culturels (sep. 2006-fév.2007). 

 
Une autre lettre de la délégation algérienne a été transmise le matin même au Centre 
réitérant ces engagements, et précisant – quant à la question de l’absence de zone tampon 
– que la législation algérienne prévoit une zone de protection de 200 mètres autour des 
sites classés. Une carte y est jointe, indiquant trois zones de protection, portant sur des 
espaces déjà urbanisés ou à usage agricole. Par ailleurs, le Centre ajoute que les limites 
de cette zone tampon et la réglementation des usages qui y seront autorisés devront être 
précisées.  
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ICOMOS stated that, regarding the boundaries, the benchmark was for the delimitation 
of the boundaries, including a large-scale clarification of boundaries. The Advisory Body 
was confident that the benchmarks could be reached within a reasonable period of time.  
 
La délégation du Maroc note qu’après examen du dossier et à la lumière des documents 
présentés par le Centre du patrimoine mondial, toutes les recommandations émises par 
celui-ci sont satisfaites. La mission de mars 2006 conclut pertinemment et recommande 
le retrait du site de la liste en péril. La délégation ajoute par ailleurs que l’Etat partie a 
pris des engagements très fermes et en conséquence la délégation pense qu’il n’y a plus 
de raison pour garder le site sur la Liste en péril. La délégation souhaite écouter les 
experts ayant participé à la mission ainsi que l’Etat partie. 

 
The Delegation of Mauritius expressed the view that the main thrust of the decision 
regarding Tipasa was whether the State Party made a strong commitment to the points 
under paragraph 4. The decision demonstrated the financial commitment made by 
Algeria, evidence of its overall commitment, and there were also letters from the 
Government stating it wished the property to be removed from the Danger List. 
 
The Delegation of Norway stated that it was important for the State Party to demonstrate 
its commitment; but it was usually agreed that it was not enough for the State Party to be 
willing. There must also be results. The Committee should be as consistent as possible 
and not expect results in certain cases but not others. The Delegation requested 
information from the State Party about the demands being met. The Everglades in the 
United States of America was an example: the State Party was a Committee member and, 
while it had committed a great deal of money to the protection of the property, the 
property remained on the Danger List. 
 
ICOMOS stated that the benchmarks were clearly defined in the text, and that the 
boundaries, buffer zone and management plan must be considered. There had also been a 
proposal for a three-tier buffer zone which looked satisfactory, but the process for buffer 
zones had to be respected. 
 
The Delegation of India disagreed and said it would take the matter up in the Bureau. It 
pointed out that the letter received that day from the Algerian authorities gave the 
impression that a benchmark had been met, and wondered why ICOMOS was so rigid in 
its judgment. The Delegation requested that the State Party comment.  
  
La délégation de la Tunisie s’associe à la délégation de l’Inde en faveur du retrait du site 
de la liste en péril. Elle ajoute que la plupart des mesures correctives demandées sont 
maintenant satisfaites à la lumière des informations présentées et que les critères mis en 
place par la Convention pour le retrait de la Liste en péril sont respectés.  
 
The Delegation of Spain said there was some confusion. If indeed the requirements under 
the five benchmarks had been met to some extent, as it appeared, the draft Decision was 
not coherent. The Delegation wanted to hear from the experts about the issue of 
withdrawal of the site from Danger List.  
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The Delegation of Kuwait commended the State Party for the excellent measures it had 
taken to preserve the site, in terms of both financial support and significant legal action. 
The Delegation requested clarification about new information given to the Advisory 
Body the day before and that morning, and asked to hear the new decision based on the 
new information. 
 
La délégation de l’Algérie (Observateur) déclare que conformément à la promesse faite 
l’année dernière, lors de la 29e session du Comité, à Durban, son gouvernement a mis en 
œuvre et pris des mesures financières, humaines, techniques et autres, et a mobilisé toutes 
les ressources nécessaires pour se conformer aux recommandations de Durban. Elle 
souhaite donc que le site soit retiré de la liste en péril et se tient prête à fournir des 
informations techniques supplémentaires aux membres du Comité, si nécessaires. 
 
La délégation du Bénin fait référence à la page 69 du rapport de la mission conjointe qui 
s’est rendu dans le pays et qui fait état du renversement radical de la situation sur le site. 
La délégation propose, en conséquence, le retrait du site de la Liste en péril. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America said that the State Party deserved warm 
congratulations for its financial and political commitment, but there were other States 
Parties that had also given strong commitments, so what it came down to was the 
question of benchmarks, specifying what they were and whether they were being met. It 
further agreed with Spain and others that the current decision did not reflect the latest 
information. It was not comfortable with the situation, and the Committee needed to 
make it clear whether success was measured by intentions or by benchmarks. It 
recommended deferring the decision and engaging in a discussion to clarify matters. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands expressed support for the comments made by the 
Delegations of Norway and the United States of America, but agreed with the Delegation 
of Benin that there had been a great deal of progress and it was an extremely important 
site. It proposed that paragraph 4 be amended to the effect that it was appreciated that the 
State Party was making strong commitments, in order to reflect the mood of the 
Committee, and that paragraph 5 be removed as soon as the benchmark requirements 
were met. That would reflect progress, but also be in compliance with the time frame and 
other aspects. 
 
La délégation du Madagascar félicite l’Etat partie (Algérie) pour ses engagements et des 
mesures prises pour la conservation du site et propose son retrait. 
 
The Delegation of Cuba expressed support for the withdrawal of the site from the Danger 
List given the results in meeting the benchmarks recorded in the document provided.  
  
The Chairperson said that, failing a consensus, she proposed to follow the suggestion of 
the Delegation of the United States of America that the Committee have an informal 
discussion at the lunch break to clarify points concerning the benchmarks.  
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The Delegation of India requested an answer from the Secretariat to its earlier question. 
 
Le Centre du patrimoine mondial précise que le rapport présenté sous forme écrite était 
préparé plusieurs mois à l’avance, tandis que les informations complémentaires ne sont 
parvenues que ces derniers jours. 
 
The Delegation of Peru expressed support for the withdrawal of the site from the Danger 
List if the commitments for the required measures had been made by the State Party. 
 
The Delegation of Chile noted that, in the light of new information received, there was an 
inconsistency in the draft Decision. It supported the withdrawal of the site from the 
Danger List. 
 
The Delegation of Lithuania expressed discomfort with the situation, as its 
understanding of decision making was that it should not be based on last-minute 
information provided to the Committee. The Delegation also agreed with the proposal of 
the Delegation of the Netherlands to amend the decision. 
 
The Delegation of Norway agreed with the Delegations of Lithuania and the 
Netherlands, and also suggested holding a meeting at the lunch break to decide on the 
principle behind making a decision, because Algeria had made great progress but had not 
met all the requirements. The Delegation was of the opinion that the State Party would 
need one more year to take action, following which it should be possible to take the 
property off the Danger List. 
 
La délégation du Maroc réitère sa demande au Président du Comité de donner la parole à 
l’expert présent dans la salle et conclut que tout le monde s’accorde sur le fait que ce qui 
a été demandé a été mis en oeuvre. Elle s’interroge sur la possible sanstion du Comité, les 
lettres étant arrivées après. 
 
Following a brief exchange of views, in which the Delegations of the Netherlands, 
Israel and India took part, the Chairperson said she took it that the Committee wished 
to continue with the debate in plenary rather than hold informal discussions. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America said it was not clear what was being 
said in paragraph 4 of the draft Decision, nor was the information provided by the 
Advisory Body. The question remained whether there was or was not a management 
plan. The Delegation was also puzzled about the benchmarks and whether or not they had 
been achieved. 
 
ICOMOS welcomed the initiatives by the State Party and gave a few facts on the 
following points: the delimitation had been completed; there was a defined procedure for 
relocation and the relocation was to take effect in September 2006; and the management 
plan timetable was set for September 2006 to February 2007. 
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La délégation de la Tunisie cite un paragraphe rappelant les engagements de l’Etat partie 
et figurant dans la lettre adressée au Directeur du Centre du patrimoine mondial le 20 juin 
2006. 
 
The Delegation of Japan said it was regrettable to receive information at the last 
moment, but now felt reassured by ICOMOS that the benchmarks had been met. It was 
not therefore a matter of principle, and the Committee could take a decision immediately. 
 
The Delegation of Norway said it appeared ICOMOS had said the opposite, namely that 
all the benchmarks had not been met. 
 
ICOMOS specified that a timetable had been set, but there was no management plan in 
place.  
 
The Delegation of Kenya stated that it was clear that a great deal had been achieved, but 
there was some aggressive language in the decision. The Delegation pointed out that the 
Committee met to hold discussions and make decisions; if taking a site off the Danger 
List were merely a question of meeting benchmarks the Committee could make such 
decisions by e-mail. While some action remained to be taken by the State Party, the 
Delegation recognized that it had done its best up until the last minute. The Delegation 
was in favour of removing the site from the Danger List. 
 
The Delegation of Canada said that it was very clear that the State Party had made 
enormous progress. However, consistency was necessary, and it must be recognized that 
the case was similar to that of the Everglades. The Delegation expressed full confidence 
that, if the remaining work was done, the site could be removed from the Danger List at 
the next session of the Committee. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands also expressed the opinion that it could be taken off 
the Danger List the following year if the required action was taken. Regarding last-
minute information, there was a formal rule about a six-week deadline for the reception 
of a document. The Delegation asked if the State Party could accept the compromise. 
 
The Chairperson specified that the rule concerning last-minute information applied to 
nominations and factual errors. 
 
The Delegation of India said in response to the Delegation of Canada’s statement about 
the Everglades that in that case the State Party had not asked for the property to be 
removed from the Danger List. In the Asia and Pacific and Arab regions, it was 
considered to be a stigma to be on the Danger List for a long time. The Delegation 
requested the experts concerned to give their view about whether the site should be 
removed from the Danger List. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands asked again if the State Party concerned could accept 
the compromise proposed. 
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The Chairperson said that the Delegation of Algeria had replied that it could not accept 
this compromise. 
 
L’expert, ayant participé à la mission de suivi réactif, explique que la mission a pu 
visiter le site librement pendant six jours et ajoute que le site est hors danger, notamment 
en raison du fait que :  
- qu’il n’y pas de population installée illicitement; mais 71 personnes qui travaillent sur 

le site en tant que gardiens et gestionnaires; 
- les autorités se sont engagées formellement à faire tous les travaux demandés vers 

octobre 2007. 
Il ajoute par ailleurs que le cadastre ainsi que le plan de sauvegarde du site sont faits. 
 
The Delegation of India moved for a vote to remove the site from the Danger List. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America said that it should be taken into account 
that when, as India had said, the State Party had not requested that the Everglades be 
removed from the List of World Heritage in Danger, it was because the understanding of 
the State Party was that the benchmarks had to be achieved before a site was removed 
from the List. If the State Party had known that the Committee was more flexible, it 
might have done otherwise. It considered the Delegation of the Netherlands’ proposal to 
be a good one because it recognized work done, which was very important. However, the 
Committee seemed to be saying that a site could be removed from the List on the basis of 
commitment alone, and the Committee must clarify that.  

 
La délégation de la République de Corée félicite l’Etat partie pour les progrès accomplis 
et note qu’il y a encore des pas à accomplir pour la bonne gestion du site. Dans ce sens, la 
proposition de la délégation des des Pays-Bas lui semble juste. La délégation est 
cependant en faveur du retrait du site de la Liste en péril. 
 
The Delegation of Lithuania stated that, according to procedure, the Committee should 
close the debate and proceed to a vote. 
 
The Legal Adviser, citing Rule 25.1 of the Committee’s Rules of Procedure, explained 
the voting procedure. When an amendment to a proposal was moved, the amendment was 
to be voted on first. If there were more than one amendment, the less substantive one 
should be voted on first. According to Rule 37, a two-thirds majority was required for it 
to be accepted. A two-thirds majority was to be calculated in terms of two-thirds of 
members present and voting. Members abstaining were regarded as not voting.  
 
The Chairperson put to the vote the amendment to remove the site from the List of 
World Heritage in Danger.  
 
The result of the vote was 13 in favour, 7 against, with 1 abstention. 
 
The Chairperson announced that the amendment was not adopted, having failed to 
obtain the required two-thirds majority. 
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After an exchange of views on what constituted the required majority, in which the 
World Heritage Centre, the Chairperson, the Delegations of Kenya, India and Japan 
and the Legal Adviser took part, the Chairperson suggested that the matter should be 
deferred to the Legal Adviser in consultation with the Director of the Office of 
International Standards and Legal Affairs. 
 
It was so agreed. 
 
After a brief discussion, the Chairperson took it that the Committee wished to proceed 
with its agenda. 
 
 
Abu Mena (Egypt) (C 90) 
 
The Chairperson asked if there were any amendments to the draft Decision. 
 
Le Centre du patrimoine mondial a présenté les points importants concernant l’état de 
conservation du site. Après la mission des experts de novembre 2005, les conclusions du 
rapport sont plutôt encourageantes. 
 
La délégation du Maroc demande des informations supplémentaires sur le calendrier 
adopté pour les mesures correctives qui s’imposent et des explications à l’Etat partie sur 
ce sujet. 
 
En réponse à la question de la délégation du Maroc, le Centre du patrimoine mondial, 
ajoute que les mesures correctives ont été définies lors de la mission de 2005, que le 
calendrier pour la mise en œuvre de ces mesures est à proposer par l’Etat partie, que les 
travaux d’abaissement des eaux prendront trois ans tandis que pour l’aspect 
archéologique, il n’y a pas encore de calendrier proposé.  
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.19 adopted.  
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 
The Chairperson introduced the presentation by young participants of the Baltic Youth 
festival.  
 
The full text of their statement is reproduced at the following Web address: 
http://whc.unesco.org/archive/2006. 
 
La délégation du Maroc revient sur les précédentes discussions concernant l’état de 
conservation du site de Simien (Ethiopie) et note qu’un groupe de travail informel a été 
formé pour le Parc national de l’Ichkeul (Tunisie) mais ce n’est pas le cas pour le site de 
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Simien. Elle souhaite que le cas d’Ichkeul soit aussi discuté par la plénière par souci 
d’équité. 
 
The Chairperson clarified that it would be discussed in plenary meeting.  
 
 
 

The meeting rose at 01.00 p.m. 
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FOURTH MEETING 

03.00 p.m. - 07.15 p.m. 
 

Chairperson: Ms Ina MARCIULIONYTE 
 

 

ITEM 7A STATE OF CONSERVATION OF THE PROPERTIES INSCRIBED 
ON THE LIST OF WORLD HERITAGE IN DANGER (continued) 

 
Documents :  WHC-06/30.COM/7A 
 WHC-06/30.COM/7A.Corr 
 WHC-06/30.COM/7A.Add.Rev 
Decisions :  30 COM 7A.1 to 7A.34 
 

 
 
ARAB STATES 
 
Ashur (Qal'at Sherqat) (Iraq) (C 1130) 
 
Le Centre du patrimoine mondial présente son rapport sur l’état de conservation du 
site, en précisant que le Centre avait été averti par les autorités iraquiennes que la 
construction du barrage avait été abandonnée. Mais étant donné la situation en Iraq, il est 
plus prudent de maintenir le site sur la Liste en péril. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.20 adopted. 
 
 
Historic Town of Zabid (Yemen) (C 611) 
 
Le Centre du patrimoine mondial présente son rapport sur l’état de conservation du 
site, en précisant que les problèmes majeurs causant l’inscription du site sur la Liste en 
péril, sont toujours présents. De surcroît, deux orages ont provoqué de graves dommages 
aux bâtiments qui étaient déjà dans un état avancé de dégradation. En revanche, plusieurs 
programmes de conservation sont en cours notamment pour la mosquée. 
 
ICOMOS also presented its report on the site. They addressed the need to manage the 
town and its social situation. ICOMOS strongly supported the proposal of a mission to 
work on a rehabilitation plan. 
 
La délégation du Maroc rappelle la longue période qui s’est écoulée entre l’inscription 
du bien sur la Liste du patrimoine mondial et son inscription sur la Liste du patrimoine 
mondial en péril et demande à l’ICOMOS et au Centre du patrimoine mondial de donner 
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de plus amples informations sur le chiffre de 40% de maisons substituées par des 
immeubles en béton dont le rapport fait mention. 
 
ICOMOS said that part of the proposed draft Decision asked for a mission and that 
would be essential to address the problems that had been identified. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.21 adopted. 
 
 
Old City of Jerusalem and its Walls (Site proposed by Jordan) (C 148 Rev.) 
 
La délégation du Maroc annonce qu’une négociation pour résoudre d’une façon 
consensuelle est en cours et demande au Comité de bien vouloir reporter la décision 
jusqu’au moment où ces négociations seront achevées. 
 
Le débat sur ce point est donc reporté. 
 
 
Minaret and Archaeological Remains of Jam (Afghanistan) (C 211 Rev.) 
 
The World Heritage Centre presented its report on the site, first stating that progress 
had been made on its conseravtion: the construction of a road near the site had been 
halted and an alternative route found.  With a great funding from Italy and Switzerland, 
the conservation of the minaret was underway.  However, the World Heritage Centre 
recommended leaving it on the Danger list.   
 
The Delegation of Israel complimented the World Heritage Centre and all the actors 
involved in the conservation works on the property. It also asked that the management 
plan for the minaret and the one for the archaeological site be merged. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.22 adopted. 
 
 
Cultural Landscape and Archaeological Remains of the Bamiyan Valley 
(Afghanistan) (C 208 Rev.) 
 
The World Heritage Centre stated that thanks to over USD 3 million in funding 
received from the Government of Japan, major conservation projects were underway.  
For example, the dangerous task of demining the site and its surroundings, and the 
implementation of a master plan for conservation were being carried out.  The World 
Heritage Centre recommended sending a joint WHC/ICOMOS mission to the site to 
define benchmarks in order to remove the site from the Danger List.  
 
ICOMOS noted that this is a clear example of how good results concerning the 
conservation of a site could be achieved. 
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The Delegation of India congratulated the Secretariat for the presentation and reminded 
the Committee that the Buddha had stood as a symbol of culture diversity where they 
were for centuries before being blown out.  The Delegation of India wished to pay tribute 
to the World Heritage Centre and all the good work achieved in difficult conditions 
concerning this property and was very grateful to the Government of Japan. 
 
The Delegation of Republic of Korea proposed to add a paragraph before paragraph 3 in 
the draft Decision, urging the state party to enhance the awareness of the stake holders 
and increase general understanding of the site among the local population.  
 
The Chairperson agreed and submitted the text to the Rapporteur. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.23 adopted as amended. 
 
 
Group of Monuments at Hampi (India) (C 241) 
 
The World Heritage Centre presented the improvements that had been made at the site, 
most notably the integration of a management plan and building guidelines. Morevoer, 
traffic regulations were in place and excavation and restoration projects were underway. 
However, some illegal construction was still occuring in the site’s core zone, and the 
World Heritage Centre felt that some monitoring would still be needed.  
 
ICOMOS welcomed the huge amount of work achieved, in particular the management 
plan that could be used as a model for other properties.    
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.24 adopted and congratulated the state 
party for the site’s removal from the Danger List. 
 
 
Bam and its Cultural Landscape (Islamic Republic of Iran) (C 1208) 
 
The World Heritage Centre stated that it could not yet propose to take it off the Danger 
List, yet much progress had been made. Through archaeological excavations, the site may 
be more extensive than before. A comprehensive management plan has begun, yet 
benchmarks will be set after the new dossier has been received, hopefully by next year. 
 
The Delegation of Israel asked if there was any training course organized concerning this 
property. 
 
ICCROM answered that no request was put forward to that extent. 
 
The World Heritage Centre specified that there are two funds-in-trust to deal with the 
issues concerning this property: one Japanese and one Italian and that both deal at with 
training at different levels. 
 



Draft Summary Record of the 30th session (Vilnius, 2006)  WHC-06/30.COM/INF.19,  p. 79  
Projet de Résumé des interventions de la 30e session (Vilnius, 2006) 

The Delegation of Israel proposed that the issue of training be included in the decision 
text. 
 
The Chairperson proposed to postpone the provisional adoption of the decision until the 
text was ready and to wait and set benchmarks. 
 
The Delegation of Canada indicated there was a typo error in paragraph 6 and asked who 
defines the benchmarks in paragraph 5, for sites to be removed from the List of World 
Heritage in Danger. 
 
The Delegation of Israel proposed the amendment to the draft Decision concerning the 
implementation of a coordination program through donor assistance. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.25  adopted as amended. 
 
 
Kathmandu Valley (Nepal) (C 121) 
 
The World Heritage Centre began its presentation by stating that an enormous amount 
of progress has been made.  The first two of three volumes of the management plan had 
been received, and it was very comprehensive.  A mission was sent and reported that the 
Outstanding Universal Value was still very intact.  The integration of a new management 
system was asked for the site, and hopefully by next year the site could be taken off the 
Danger List. 
 
ICOMOS strongly comended the work done by the State Party, and particulary the 
envolvement of stake holders.  It considered that the OUV of the property and the 
management plan should be connected, something which the State Party was in the 
process of doing. 
 
The Delegation of India congratulated the World Heritage Centre and the State Party 
concerned on all the work accomplished and requested that the floor be given to the State 
Party. 
 
The Observer Delegation of Nepal described the work achieved in cooperation with the 
World Heritage Centre and ICOMOS. On behalf of the State Party, it wished to assure 
the Committee of its continued commitment and to thank it for exploring the possibility 
of removing the Kathmandu Valley from the List of World Heritage in Danger. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya supported the statement made by the Delegation of India. 
 
La délégation du Maroc joint sa voix à l’opinion des délégations de l’Inde et du Kenya 
en félicitant l’Etat partie et à cet égard exprime donc toute sa perplexité à propos du 
paragraphe 5 du projet de décision qui, en son opinion, n’a plus lieu d’être. La délégation 
demande que les projets de décision révisés soient distribués en temps dans la salle. 
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The Chairperson observed that the relevant document containing the revised decision 
had been distributed to the Committee the day before. 
 
She declared Decision 30 COM 7A.26 adopted. 
 
 
Fort and Shalamar Gardens in Lahore (Pakistan) (C 171-172) 
 
The World Heritage Centre said that the site had made a great deal of progress and 
hopefully that the next year it could be taken off the Danger List.  In November 2005, a 
mission had been sent.  Management plans had also been received, though not all the 
benchmarks set the year before had been met.  The site had been transferred from the 
federal to the regional authority, which could benefit the site.   
 
The Delegation of Spain, referring to page 98 of the French version of the report 
presented by the World Heritage Centre, asked ICOMOS to state whether in its opinion 
the State Party would be in a position to undertake the protective measures for the 
demolished hydraulic works requested in the draft Decision. 
 
ICOMOS noted that the reason for the problems referred to on page 96 of the English 
version of the document was lack of maintenance. A combination of good management 
and careful maintenance would resolve those problems. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America asked whether the state party had 
agreed to the benchmarks set in paragraph 8. 
 
The World Heritage Centre said that the State Party did not have any objection. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.27 adopted. 
 
 
Rice Terraces of the Philippine Cordilleras (Philippines) (C 722) 
 
The World Heritage Centre said that the reason for the delay of the report had been due 
to a delay in the mission.  The purpose of the mission was to identify what needed to be 
done to remove the site from the Danger List.  Despite a management plan having been 
created, it had not been implemented.  The mission also identified several benchmarks 
which the national authorities had agreed to.   
 
ICOMOS stressed that the site was stated as the iconical cultural landscape.  It also 
strongly supported the benchmarks which had been set out. 
 
The Delegation of Japan expressed its appreciation of the fact that a mission had been 
sent to the property and its satisfaction with the result of the mission. 
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The Delegation of India proposed some style modifications to the language of the draft 
Decision in paragraphs 3, 4 and 5. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya said that the site constitued one of the most extraordinary 
landscapes and for such a site special care should be taken and all possible efforts made 
to maintain it. 
 
The Chairperson endorsed the statement made by the Delegation of Kenya. 
 
ICOMOS said that it was absolutely crucial not to fossilize that kind of living landscape 
and that a way to sustain it should be found. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America requested that the floor be given to the 
State Party concerned. 
 
The Chairperson suggested that the amendments to the draft Decision be read out before 
giving the floor to the State Party. 
 
The Rapporteur read out the proposed amendments. 
 
La délégation du Maroc en se référant au paragraphe 6.b du projet de décision rappelle 
que l’enjeu est celui de faire en sorte que les communautés locales puissent continuer à 
vivre dans la zone du bien et poursuivre leur activité traditionnelle liée à la riziculture. 
 
The Observer Delegation of the Philippines thanked Japan for its generous financial 
support for conservation and expressed gratitude for the expertise made available by the 
World Heritage Centre. 
 
The Delegation of the Republic of Korea said that it had no problems with the 
amendment. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.28 adopted as amended. 
 
 
EUROPE AND NORTH AMERICA 
 
Walled City of Baku with the Shirvanshah’s Palace and Maiden Tower (Azerbaijan) 
(C 958) 
 
The World Heritage Centre informed the Committee that a second mission by the 
University of Minnesota had been carried out in June 2006 under the contract with 
UNESCO to advance the inventory project. Furthermore, the World Bank had announced 
a tender for a project to prepare the management plan for the World Heritage property of 
Baku with the deadline of 31 March 2006 and the selection process was in the final 
phase. 
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The World Heritage Centre noted that the Minister for Culture had sent a letter dated 9 
July 2006 indicating that a new institution was now in charge of the site, the newly 
created Ministry for Culture and Tourism. Furthermore, a State programme for the 
preservation of cultural heritage and a programme for technical support for the tourism 
strategy had been prepared. The inventory work had started in June 2006 with UNESCO 
support and was continuing with the assistance of the Ministry for Culture. It was 
expected that the research would be completed in September and results provided in 
November 2006. The tender for the management plan by the cultural heritage support 
project had had a successful outcome and the works would start in a few days. 
 
ICOMOS appreciated the invitation by the State Party to address the threats to the site 
and recognized the need for the creation of a management plan and supported 
collaboration between stakeholders. 
 
The Delegation of the Republic of Korea fully recognized the importance and also the 
difficulty of achieving the conservation of an historic city and complimented the efforts 
made to that end by the State Party and the World Heritage Centre. However, it proposed 
an amendment to paragraph 5 of the draft Decision, specifically concerning Scientific 
Committees. 
 
The Delegation of Lithuania said that for that kind of site sustainable development was 
the key to conservation. 
 
The Chairperson gave the floor to the State Party concerned. 
 
The Observer Delegation of Azerbaijan, represented by the Minister of Culture, 
confirmed that its Government had started fulfilling the benchmarks and announced that 
new documents were to be submitted in October. The Minister concluded by assuring the 
Committee that he would do his best to secure the removal of Baku from the List of 
World Heritage in Danger. 
 
The Delegation of Israel commended the university networking activities, which it 
considered should be mentioned in the decision, and also supported the amendment put 
forward by the Delegation of the Republic of Korea. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya  stated that it was grateful of the Minister’s commitment but 
that on page 99 of the English version, draft Decision number 4 in paragraph 2, was 
worded in a contradictory manner. 
 
The World Heritage Centre recognized that at the time of the drafting of the Decision, 
the political situation in the State Party concerned had been somewhat uncertain, and that 
the implementation of the necessary works had therefore not been assured. However, the 
intervention of the Minister of Culture reassured the World Heritage Centre. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America said it wished to hear the State Party 
before the draft Decision was amended. 
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The Delegation of India requested clarifications of the State Party. 
 
The Observer Delegation of Azerbaijan, represented by the Minister of Culture, 
confirmed the comments by the World Heritage Centre and informed the Committee that 
the Ministry of Culture was now in charge. 
 
The Delegation of India said that, having heard what was stated by the Minister of 
Culture, it was of the view that paragraph 4 should have stood as it was. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.29 adopted. 
 
 
Cologne Cathedral (Germany) (C 292 Rev.) 
 
The World Heritage Centre informed the Committee of a new letter from the Ministry 
for Construction and Transport of North-Rhine Westphalia dated 9 June 2006 explaining 
the protection measures on the left bank including visual protection of the Cathedral and 
Romanesque churches of the city centre; reporting that the final decision on the re-design 
of the Deutz area would be known in late June; and confirming that a buffer zone could 
be developed on the right bank of the Rhine. A further letter from the Lord Mayor of 
Cologne dated 5 July 2006 informed the World Heritage Centre that no final decision on 
the re-design (originally planned for 13 June 2006) had been taken yet and that a real-
estate study had been commissioned to assess the economic feasibility of the three 
proposals. He confirmed that a buffer zone would be designed on the right bank of the 
Rhine, including a maximum height limit of 60 m for all new buildings. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America asked that the floor be given to the 
State Party concerned. 
 
The Observer Delegation of Germany said that it did not understand why ICOMOS 
wished to keep Cologne on the List of World Heritage in Danger. It also reminded the 
Committee that Cologne was inscribed as a monument and not as a landscape. It 
concluded by stating that it wished the proposed amendment to the draft Decision to be 
adopted. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America recapitulated the issues. 
 
The World Heritage Centre said that the benchmarks had been set, and restated what 
other measures had been taken. 
 
ICOMOS said it had considered the proposed buffer zone, but did not find it satisfactory. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya pointed out that the State Party had made every effort to take 
action in compliance with the Committee’s requirements. It therefore invited the 
Committee to take into account the good will shown by the State Party. 
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The Delegation of Japan joined the Delegation of Kenya in appreciating the significant 
efforts made by the State Party.  
 
The Delegation of Canada noted that the main outcome of the debate following the oral 
presentation of the report appeared to be the buffer zone on the left bank of the river and 
the boundaries on the right bank. Its own understanding was that the main issue was in 
fact the visual integrity of the property after the construction of the high-rise buildings 
rather than the historical perspective of the boundaries mentioned in the ICOMOS report. 
It asked the World Heritage Centre and ICOMOS to clarify. 
 
The Delegation of Norway commended the State Party for its efforts in implementing the 
recommendations of the Committee and joined the Delegation of Canada in seeking 
clarification from the World Heritage Centre and ICOMOS. 
 
The World Heritage Centre explained that there were two different issues, one relating 
to the visual integrity of the property as pointed out by the Delegation of Canada, and 
another relating to the lack of a buffer zone at the time of the inscription of the property. 
 
ICOMOS recalled the procedure for approval of buffer zones. 
 
The Delegation of India recalled the issues of visual integrity of the property and its 
buffer zone. It further recalled the very instructive debate that had taken place during the 
morning meeting on the matter of benchmarks and stressed how important it was not to 
have two different standards for different properties facing the same issues. It accordingly 
suggested that the property should be removed from the List of World Heritage in 
Danger. 
 
The Delegation of Israel supported the removal of the property from the List of World 
Heritage in Danger. 
 
The Chairperson asked if there was a consensus on the proposal to remove the property 
from the List of World Heritage in Danger. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands, recalling the heated debate on the property at the 
Committee’s 28th session in Suzhou and again at its 29th session in Durban, asked for 
clarification of whether the definition of a buffer zone needed a formal and separate 
decision by the Committee. 
 
The World Heritage Centre explained that the definition of the buffer zone was 
proposed by the State Party and that it would then be for the Committee to approve it 
under the item Nominations. 
 
The Delegation of Israel said that in its opinion paragraph 4 of the draft Decision 
answered the question raised by the Delegation of the Netherlands. 
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The Delegation of Norway seconded the intervention made by the Delegation of the 
Netherlands. 
 
The Delegation of India stated that paragraph 4 of the draft Decision had very clear 
wording and should be approved; retaining the property on the Danger List would then no 
longer be justified. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands pointed out that the removal of the property from the 
Danger List could be approved only after a clear definition of the buffer zone. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America noted that during the morning’s debate 
on the examination of state of conservation reports relating to natural properties the issue 
of the prior definition of the buffer zone had not been mentioned, and it therefore stressed 
the risk of lack of consistency in the Committee’s decisions. It consequently proposed an 
amendment to paragraph 7 of the draft Decision. 
 
The Delegation of India recalled that, according to the Operational Guidelines, the issue 
of a buffer zone was not automatically related to that of the removal of a property from 
the Danger List. It then submitted a draft amendment to paragraph 7 of the draft Decision 
to the Committee for consideration. 
 
The Chairperson suggested that the Rapporteur should work on the different draft 
amendments proposed and report back to the Committee for further consideration of the 
draft Decision. 
 
 
Simien (Ethiopia) (N 9) (continued) 
 
La délégation du Bénin rappelle les débats houleux de la matinée. Il apparaît que l’Etat 
partie accepte que le bien soit maintenu sur la Liste du patrimoine en péril, mais demande 
que les diverses organisations apportent leur assistance. Dans un esprit de consensus, le 
groupe africain adhère à la position de l’Etat partie. 
 
The World Heritage Centre explained that it had received a note from the Delegation of 
Benin which, together with a group of members of the Committee that had held 
discussions on Simien, proposed new language for the decision.  
 
The Delegation of Kenya reminded the Committee that it had spoken very strongly on 
that issue, and had been involved in the discussion, and in a spirit of consensus supported 
the proposal of the working group on Simien National Park. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.9 adopted. 
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Cologne Cathedral (Germany) (C 292 Rev.) (continued) 
 
The Rapporteur said that the only formal amendment to the decision on Cologne 
Cathedral related to paragraph 8, replacing “retain” by “remove”.  
 
The Delegation of the United States of America agreed to keep the last paragraphs of 
the decision as per the original draft.  
 
La délégation du Maroc appuie la décision de retirer ce bien de la Liste du patrimoine 
mondial en péril, considérant que ce qui a été demandé à Durban a été réalisé, et félicite 
l’Etat partie. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.30 adopted as amended. 
 
 
Ichkeul National Park (Tunisia) (N 8) 
 
The World Heritage Centre reported that it had received a letter from the State Party 
dated 2 February 2006, noting considerable progress in the regeneration of the Ichkeul 
ecosystem and requesting that the property be removed from the List of World Heritage 
in Danger. Following that request, a joint UNESCO/IUCN mission had been organized 
from 31 May to 2 June 2006 to review progress towards the benchmarks set by the 
Committee at its 27th session.  
 
IUCN noted the excellent progress made by the State Party in improving the state of 
conservation of the property and in addressing the identified benchmarks. Key points 
observed by the mission included a significant increase in the direct inflow of water to 
the lake ecosystem and a major reduction in the level of water salinity, the recovery of 
the former beds of pondweed and rushes, leading to increases in the population of 
wintering birds, monitoring of an extremely high standard and an assurance by the 
relevant water authorities in Tunisia to provide Ichkeul with fresh water and to recognize 
Ickheul as a net consumer of water. The mission had found, however, that not all of the 
benchmarks had been met and noted the need to develop an integrated and autonomous 
management structure and to finalize and adopt the management plan.  
 
La délégation du Maroc annonce qu’il a pris connaissance du rapport de mission et en 
cite un paragraphe dans lequel il est dit que la situation s’est améliorée à un point tel 
qu’on ne reconnaît plus le site d’il y a cinq ans. Il est donc avéré que la première phase 
est un succès et s’interroge pourquoi, à la lumière de ces appréciations, le site serait 
maintenu sur la Liste du patrimoine mondial en péril. 
 
IUCN noted that it had addressed the concerns relating to the property previously and 
that the State Party was to be commended for its work, but that critical benchmarks 
remained to be met.  
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The Delegation of Mauritius requested further information about the outcome of the 
May 2006 mission, and about the water inflow into the park.  
 
La délégation du Bénin propose de donner la parole à l’Etat partie comme il a été fait 
pour l’Allemagne. 
 
La délégation de la Tunisie précise qu’elle n’a pas ménagé ses efforts, tant sur le plan 
technique que financier. Les oiseaux sont revenus, la situation écologique a été rétablie et 
la première phase de la réhabilitation est achevée. La seconde phase est à long terme, elle 
consiste en un plan de développement communautaire, un plan d’aménagement et de 
gestion, incluant toutes les institutions concernées. C’est un travail de longue haleine. La 
délégation confirme son engagement à rétablir l’eau dans le Parc et à élaborer un plan de 
développement durable. 
 
The Delegation of Spain inquired about the remaining benchmarks, whether the ongoing 
non-compliance with those benchmarks would affect the outstanding universal value of 
the property, and what the State Party could do to resolve the outstanding issues. 
 
The Delegation of India noted that the State Party had explained that the benchmarks had 
been met, and that a process was taking place to ensure they were completed, whereas 
IUCN claimed the contrary. There was also the issue of the volume of water flow into the 
park, and India requested that Tunisia clarify that issue. If benchmarks had been met, that 
should be reflected in the draft Decision; the State Party needed to know what exactly 
remained to be done. 
 
La délégation de la Tunisie précise que l’Etat s’est engagé à considérer l’Ichkeul comme 
un consommateur d’eau. Deux cents millions de mètres cube ont été déversés chaque 
année depuis quatre ans. En outre, l’Etat partie a mis en œuvre une politique 
d’investigation et de recherche en vue d’une structure autonome. Elle considère que les 
principaux repères ont été atteints, ajoutant que contrairement à l’idée fréquente que le 
développement est contraire à la conservation, les autorités considèrent vraiment que la 
préservation du bien constitue son développement. 
 
IUCN noted the points raised, in particular regarding benchmarks, such as water flow, 
which had been achieved to a significant extent. In regard to the effectiveness of 
management there had been good progress, but considerable work still needed to be done. 
With regard to outstanding universal value, the situation had improved significantly over 
the previous five years, but the site had not yet recovered the values at the time of 
inscription.  
 
The Delegation of Norway congratulated the State Party for the good work done on the 
site, but noted that IUCN benchmarks and targets set earlier had still not all been reached. 
It suggested that the draft Decision be maintained, encouraging the State Party to make a 
last effort to fulfil the requirements before the property was removed from the list of 
World Heritage in Danger. 
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La délégation du Bénin rappelle que deux repères avaient été demandés : l’établissement 
d’une structure de gestion et l’achèvement du plan de gestion. Cela signifie que l’état de 
conservation s’est amélioré et demande ce qu’il en est des questions administratives et 
financières. 
 
The Delegation of Kuwait commended the State Party of Tunisia for its excellent work 
in managing the site. Having listened very carefully to the discussion, and referring back 
to debates and decisions on other sites that day, the Delegation recommended that the site 
be removed from the List of World Heritage in Danger on grounds of the progress 
reported by the State Party. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya said that it had listened carefully to the discussion and was 
satisfied that a great deal of work had been done, but noted that some requirements had 
not yet been fully met. Referring to paragraph 9 of the draft Decision, it said it had no 
doubt that the State Party would indeed fulfil the remaining obligations. It was not 
convinced that the remaining benchmarks would not have a serious effect on the 
outstanding universal value of the property, and supported its removal from the List of 
World Heritage in Danger. 
 
The Delegation of India suggested that the draft Decision be amended and the process 
revised. It suggested that the property be removed from the List of World Heritage in 
Danger on a conditional basis, and that the report requested from the State Party of 
Tunisia before the next session would be required specifically to address the outstanding 
issues, which in its view were not benchmarks, but rather processes.  
 
The Rapporteur proposed that paragraph 7 be modified, along with paragraphs 8 and 12, 
adding a new paragraph 13.  
 
The Delegation of the United States of America supported the recommendations of the 
Rapporteur, and believed that there had been substantial progress. It supported the 
removal of the site from the List of World Heritage in Danger.  
 
The Delegation of New Zealand supported the statements by the Delegation of the 
United States of America and the Rapporteur.  
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.12 adopted as amended. 
 

Tipasa (Algeria) (C 193) (continued) 
 
The Delegation of India seconded the proposal of the Delegation of Morocco to 
reformulate the draft Decision in a similar way as the decision on Ichkeul National Park. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America noted that the Committee had already 
had a long debate on the issue and proposed to refer to the Legal Adviser to obtain the 
necessary information on the voting procedures. 
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The Delegation of India requested that the Legal Adviser should specify whether 
13 votes were sufficient to pass the amendment proposed, given the fact that two thirds of 
20 – the number of members present and voting – was 13.2.  
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands said that the Rules were quite clear on that subject: 
Rule 36 of the Rules of Procedure required a two-thirds majority and 13 was less than the 
required majority of 13.2. 
 
The Chairperson requested the Legal Adviser to respond to the question raised about the 
required majority. 
 
The Legal Adviser noted that the question concerned the issue of fractions of votes and 
replied that, in the United Nations system, the practice consisted of counting a fraction as 
an entire vote. Therefore, in the case under consideration, a two-thirds majority would be 
reached with 14 votes. 
 
Following a request by the Delegation of India to the Chairperson to announce the results 
of the vote, the Chairperson requested the World Heritage Centre to present the final 
results. 
 
The World Heritage Centre announced that 13 were in favour of the amendment, 
7 were against and there was 1 abstention. Therefore, the amendment was rejected. 
 
The Chairperson then proposed to vote on the second amendment presented by the 
Delegation of the Netherlands. 
 
Following a request for clarification by the Delegation of Benin, the Chairperson and 
the World Heritage Centre replied that, as the Legal Adviser had explained, a two-
thirds majority consisted of 14 votes, whereas only 13 had been recorded in favour of the 
amendment. 
 
The Delegation of Mauritius pointed out that, before taking the vote, the Committee 
ought to have sought clarification from the Legal Adviser as to whether a two-thirds 
majority was required on the issue. 
 
The Legal Adviser drew attention to Rule 37 of the Rules of Procedure, which stipulated 
that votes on matters covered by the Convention needed to be taken by a two-thirds 
majority. He further pointed out that Rule 38 required a simple majority to decide if a 
particular matter was covered by the provisions of the Convention. It was therefore up to 
the Committee to first characterize the issue. 
 
The Delegation of India recalled that it had raised that issue and that that should 
therefore have been done before voting on the amendment. The Committee had 
accordingly not been allowed to exercise its right to decide whether or not the issue was 
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covered by the provisions of the Convention. The Delegation therefore moved a vote on 
that issue. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America proposed an adjournment of the debate 
on the issue to allow for further informal consultations, if the Committee was not 
considered to be in the process of voting. 
 
After consultation, the Chairperson suggested adjourning the debate. 
 
The Delegation of India objected, stating that the voting process had started. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands, speaking on a point of order, said that it was the 
second time it had been pressed into a vote, the first time having been at the 29th session. 
According to its reading of the Rules of Procedure and the Convention, the issue was 
clear: in Article 11.4 of the Convention the Committee was given the duty to establish the 
List of World Heritage in Danger, so how could a matter relating to removing a property 
from that List be considered not to be covered by the provisions of the Convention? It 
was wrong to bend the rules in that way. 
 
The Delegation of India expressed regret that the Delegation of the Netherlands felt it 
was being pressed into voting, but said that the vote merely followed the conclusions of 
the Legal Adviser, and, as the Committee had now started voting, it had to proceed. 
 
The Legal Adviser noted that it was possible to take a point of order as long as voting 
had not started. 
 
Following a request for further clarification by the Delegation of Morocco, the World 
Heritage Centre repeated its explanation on how it had arrived at the result of the vote. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya noted that the Committee was working under a great deal of 
pressure and called for a dispassionate debate. More time might be needed to arrive at a 
consensus decision and it might be helpful to take a break. The Committee should also 
bear in mind that it was discussing a matter that was very important for the State Party 
concerned. 
 
The Delegation of Peru said that it had agreed in all good faith to vote that morning 
without a full understanding of the rules; it suggested that a vote be taken again now that 
the information was clearer. 
 
The Delegation of Japan, supported by the Delegation of the Netherlands, expressed the 
view that the issue under discussion was clearly a matter covered by the Convention and 
consequently a two-thirds majority was needed. 
 
The Delegation of Israel supported the proposal by the Delegations of the United States 
of America and Kenya to adjourn the debate on the issue to allow for further 
consultations. 
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The Chairperson suggested adjourning the debate. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands said that it was ready to adjourn the debate but 
recalled that a vote had been taken and that, in its opinion, the amendment had been 
rejected. 
 
La délégation de Maroc observe que les membres du comité s’animaient de plus en plus 
à force d’en discuter, et qu’ils perdaient de vue la finalité de la discussion et recommande 
que le comité procède par similitude et équité, et suggère que le bien soit enlevé de la 
liste en péril, mais sous condition, citant les assurances de la délégation de l’état partie 
proposant.  
 
The Chairperson said she took it that the Committee wished the debate to be adjourned 
pending further consultations. 
 
It was so agreed. 
 

ITEM 7 EXAMINATION OF THE STATE OF CONSERVATION OF 
WORLD HERITAGE PROPERTIES (continued) 

 
Document :  WHC-06/30.COM/7.1 
Decision :  30 COM 7.1 
 
The Chairperson invited the Committee to consider the revised draft Decision 
30 COM 7.1. She gave the floor to the Delegation of Peru for an additional amendment. 
 
The Delegation of Peru proposed an amendment to the draft Decision in regard to 
climate change.  
 
The Chairperson asked the Committee if there was agreement on the proposed 
amendment. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America expressed doubts as to whether the 
proposed amendment was needed as it felt that the requested work was already covered 
by the strategy developed by the expert meeting. It also proposed to delete paragraph 8, 
which it believed was redundant in view of paragraph 5. 
 
The Delegation of Israel noted that projections were for the future but that adaptations 
were relevant to that, as the adaptations needed to be based on the projections. It also 
proposed to make reference to the Kyoto Protocol in paragraph 44 of the Operational 
Guidelines. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America repeated its view that paragraph 8 was 
redundant as paragraph 5 already took note of the strategy. 
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The Delegations of Israel and Peru agreed with the deletion. 
 
In response to a query by the Delegation of the Republic of Korea about the wording of 
paragraph 8, the Chairperson noted that paragraph 8 was to be deleted. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America proposed to change the language of the 
amendment proposed by the Delegation of Peru and replace “alternatives” by 
“alternatives to inscription on the List of World Heritage in Danger”. 
 
The Delegation of Peru agreed with the proposed change. 
 
The World Heritage Centre noted that, in paragraph 13, the Committee was requesting 
the preparation of a policy paper, which seemed similar to the proposed amendment. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America reiterated its original proposal not to 
include the proposed amendment. 
 
The Rapporteur suggested adding a new subparagraph to paragraph 13 to cover the 
point raised in the amendment proposed by the Delegation of Peru. 
 
The Delegation of Peru agreed. 
 
The Rapporteur, summing up the amendments to the draft Decision, said that there 
would be a reference to the Kyoto Protocol between paragraphs 7 and 8, that the old 
paragraph 8 was deleted and that paragraph 13 would be amended to include 
considerations on developing an alternative mechanism for the List of World Heritage in 
Danger for properties affected by climate change. 
 
The Delegation of Canada requested the precise wording on the Kyoto Protocol. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America said that the Committee had no 
mandate to change the Operational Guidelines. 
 
The World Heritage Centre said there would only be a reference to paragraph 44 of the 
Operational Guidelines in the decision. 
 
The Delegation of Israel requested a specific reference to the Kyoto Protocol. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America specified that paragraph 44 of the 
Operational Guidelines referred to the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change and that the Kyoto Protocol was covered by that. 
 
The Rapporteur reiterated his proposal to refer to paragraph 44 of the Operational 
Guidelines. 
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The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7.1 adopted as amended. 
 
 
 

The meeting rose at 7.15 p.m. 
 
 
Presentation “Monitoring and managing for success in Natural World Heritage 
Properties” by the World Heritage Centre and IUCN  
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THIRD DAY – TUESDAY 11 JULY 2006 

FIFTH MEETING 

09.00 am - 01.00 pm 
 

Chairperson:  Netherlands 
 
 

ITEM 7 EXAMINATION OF THE STATE OF CONSERVATION OF 
WORLD HERITAGE PROPERTIES (continued) 

ITEM 7B STATE OF CONSERVATION OF PROPERTIES INSCRIBED ON 
THE WORLD HERITAGE LIST 

 
Documents :  WHC-06/30.COM/7B 
 WHC-06/30.COM/7B.Add 
Decisions :  30 COM 7B.1 to 7B.98 
 
 

The Chairperson informed the Committee that the Bureau had suggested temporarily 
suspending examination of item 7A and moving directly to item 7B, concerning the 
examination of the state of conservation of properties inscribed on the World Heritage 
List. After drawing the attention of the Committee to the way in which the various 
properties had been categorized, she requested the Secretariat to read out the list of 
properties for which a request had been made to bring them from the “for noting” 
category (i.e. B) to the “for discussion” category (A).  
 
The World Heritage Centre informed the Committee that, to date, requests had been 
received to bring the following sites from the B to the A category: 
Dja Faunal Reserve (Cameroon); Mosi-oa-Tunya / Victoria Falls (Zambia/Zimbabwe); 
Lorentz National Park (Indonesia); Sagarmatha National Park (Nepal); Volcanoes of 
Kamtchatka (Russian Federation); Iguaçu National Park (Brazil); Tasmanian Wilderness 
(Australia); Pyrenees – Mont Perdu (France / Spain); Aksum (Ethiopia); Rock-Hewn 
Churches of Lalibela (Ethiopia); Lamu Old Town (Kenya); Island of Mozambique 
(Mozambique); Qal’at Al Barhain Archaeological Site (Barhain); Classical Gardens of 
Suzhou (China); Palace and Garden of Schoenbrunn (Austria); Old Bridge Area of the 
Old City of Mostar (Bosnia and Herzegovina); Historic Centre (Old Town) of Tallinn 
(Estonia); City of Vicenza and the Palladian Villas of the Veneto (Italy); Vilnius Historic 
Centre (Lithuania); Auschwitz Concentration Camp (Poland); Maya Site of Copan 
(Honduras). 
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The Delegations of the Republic of Korea and of the United States of America 
requested, respectively, that the properties of the Canadian Rocky Mountain Park 
(Canada) and Tyre (Lebanon), be discussed. 
 
The Delegation of Lithuania requested that the property of Bahla Fort (Oman) be also 
added to the A group of sites to be discussed. 
 
The World Heritage Centre introduced item 7B and proceeded to present the first 
property. 
 

LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN 
 
Galapagos Islands (Ecuador) (N 1 bis) 
 
The World Heritage Centre informed the Committee that a mission had been sent to the 
property in March 2006, and identified serious threats to its heritage values, including 
invasive species, immigration, over-fishing, uncontrolled tourism, understaffing and lack 
of implementation capacity. Discussions had been held with the representative from the 
State Party in the previous two days on corrective measures to be taken in order to avoid 
possible danger listing, and they were reflected in the draft Decision presented to the 
Committee. 
 
IUCN stressed that the proposed recommendations had been the result of a cooperative 
effort between the World Heritage Centre, the Advisory Body and the State Party. 
 
The Rapporteur, upon request from the Chairperson, read out two amendments to the 
proposed draft Decision submitted by the Delegation of Chile, respectively to paragraphs 
2 and 8, and pointed to a minor spelling mistake to be corrected in paragraph 9. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.29 adopted as amended. 
 
 
Sangay National Park (Ecuador) (N 260) 
 
Following a brief introduction by the World Heritage Centre, and noting that there was 
consensus in the room on the draft proposed, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 
COM 7B.30 adopted. 
 
 
Iguaçu National Park (Brazil) (N 355) 
 
The World Heritage Centre presented the state of conservation of the property, 
referring in particular to the threats deriving from hydroelectric dam projects, pressure to 
re-open an illegally constructed road and the continuing urban and agricultural expansion.  
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The Rapporteur presented an amendment submitted by the Delegation of Canada, 
concerning paragraph 7 of the draft Decision. 
 
The Delegation of Norway asked if the date of 1 October 2006, indicated in the draft 
Decision as the deadline for submitting a report on the impact of the proposed 
hydroelectric projects, was feasible for the State Party. 
 
The Observer Delegation of Brazil informed the Committee that the date of 1 December, 
which had been agreed with the State Party of Argentina, would have been preferable. 
 
The Observer Delegation of Argentina fully acknowledged the situation and added that 
Argentina had a 70-kilometre border with its neighbouring country. It would like to have 
more time to produce a comprehensive report, make substantial progress in the situation, 
and allow the extremely positive joint UNESCO/IUCN mission to be carried out.  
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.31 adopted as amended. 
 
 
AFRICA 
 
Niokolo-Koba National Park (Senegal) (N 153) 
 
The World Heritage Centre informed the Committee that the preliminary results of a 
wildlife survey undertaken in May 2006 pointed to a serious decline in the population of 
large mammals. In addition, a road upgrading project was posing a threat to the integrity 
of the property. 
 
IUCN added that two roads were being constructed along the boundaries of the Park, 
thus facilitating access and possibly poaching activities. 
 
At the request of the Chairperson, the Rapporteur read out an amendment proposed by 
Israel concerning two paragraphs of the draft Decision. 
 
La délégation du Bénin n’a aucune objection à l’amendement mais propose qu’on 
accorde deux minutes à l’Etat partie car il existe des contradictions flagrantes entre le 
rapport soumis par l’Etat partie et celui d’IUCN.  
 
La délégation du Sénégal  (observateur) est consciente  des menaces qui pèsent sur le 
bien et précise que c’était à l’initiative de son pays que l’inventaire est en train de se 
faire. Elle ajoute que les deux routes ne se trouvent pas dans la zone du parc et souhaite 
recevoir une mission dès que les modalités en auront été discutées. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.1 adopted. 
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Ngorongoro Conservation Area (United Republic of Tanzania) (N 39) 
 
The World Heritage Centre noted that the main problems concerning the property were 
related to the development of a new lodge, poor tourism management, a growing 
population of resident pastoralists, immigration and encroachment. A joint mission was 
proposed in the draft Decision. 
 
The Rapporteur read out an amendment proposed by Israel, concerning paragraph 7 of 
the draft Decision. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya, noting that it had been twenty years since the previous mission 
had been carried out to the property, and having read the report prepared by the 
Secretariat on the various factors affecting the value of the site of Ngorongoro 
Conservation Area, said that the State Party concerned might wish to provide the 
Committee with its own perspective and updated information. 
 
The Observer Delegation of the United Republic of Tanzania said it was surprised that 
the report prepared by the World Heritage Centre and IUCN had drawn its information 
from sources other than the State Party, and disagreed with its conclusions. With 
reference to the issues raised in the report, the Observer Delegation noted that the 
encroachment to the property had been resolved in the course of the current year by the 
national authorities; the forest destruction had been halted thanks to the establishment of 
a zoning system, while soil erosion had never been a problem at Ngorongoro. Concerning 
the high number of tourists and the adoption of sustainable practices for the management 
of the property, the State Party had taken a number of substantial actions in close 
consultation with the local community of the Masai by establishing a local Pastoral 
Committee.     
 
The Observer Delegation of Saint Lucia reminded other observer delegations that they 
had the right to request the floor during the examination of the state of conservation of 
properties inscribed on the World Heritage List, without necessarily waiting for a 
Committee member to solicit their views. 
 
La délégation du Bénin note que l’Etat partie a apporté un certain nombre d’informations 
et vue que le projet d’amendement propose déjà une mission, celle-ci pourra donc vérifier 
les véracités des ces informations sur place. 
 
IUCN explained that, in order to obtain an objective and independent picture of the 
situation, it was necessary to draw information from a variety of sources. 
 
Having heard the information provided by the State Party, the Delegation of Kenya 
stated that the current draft Decision did not reflect the reality on the ground. 
 
The World Heritage Centre noted that paragraph 4 of the current draft Decision simply 
referred to reports that had been received by the Secretariat and IUCN, while paragraph 5 
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requested a mission to verify the situation at the property. It therefore suggested that the 
text could remain as it was. 
 
La délégation de la Tunisie fait une remarque en référence au paragraphe 7 et demande 
que ceux qui font des propositions doivent aussi fournir des conseils et des solutions. 
 
La délégation du Bénin propose que la mention  «avec beaucoup d’inquiétude » soit 
supprimée du paragraphe 4 afin de permettre ainsi à la mission proposée d’évaluer la 
situation.  
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.2 adopted. 
 
 
Selous Game Reserve (United Republic of Tanzania) (N 199) 
 
The World Heritage Centre indicated that recent reports pointed to a deterioration of 
the state of conservation of the property, owing in particular to declining financial 
resources, poaching, the granting of licences for mineral prospecting, and the proposed 
construction of a dam. 
 
IUCN further noted that the concession to foreign companies of more than fifty per cent 
of the hunting licences had a negative impact on local socio-economic context and posed 
a potential threat to the faunal population. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya, noting that very serious allegations had been made in the 
report, including the involvement of government officials in illegal poaching activities, in 
the absence of a mission to the property, asked that the State Party be allowed to speak. 
 
The Observer Delegation of the United Republic of Tanzania denied that any 
government officials were involved in poaching operations at the property and reiterated 
that the information provided in the report did not correspond to the truth. It also invited 
the Chairperson to visit the site and verify the situation personally.  
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.3 adopted. 
 
 
Dja Faunal Reserve (Cameroon) (N 407) 
 
The World Heritage Centre drew the attention of the Committee to the report contained 
in the working document and to the revised draft Decision 30 COM 7B.4 Rev. 
 
IUCN explained that a mission had been sent to the property in June 2006. The mission 
report had not been finalized yet and therefore could not be circulated. Preliminary 
findings of the mission indicated that the outstanding universal value of the property 
would not be compromised. Despite the considerable efforts of the State Party, however, 



Draft Summary Record of the 30th session (Vilnius, 2006)  WHC-06/30.COM/INF.19,  p. 99  
Projet de Résumé des interventions de la 30e session (Vilnius, 2006) 

serious risks still affected the property, including the non-formal adoption of the 
management plan, industrial activities and mining pressure. 
 
La délégation du Maroc fait une observation sur le projet de décision et propose le 
remplacement du mot « demande » par le mot « invite » dans le paragraphe 5. Elle insiste 
sur le fait que le Comité ne peut « demander » à l’Etat partie et qu’il y un langage 
diplomatique à respecter auquel la délégation du Maroc est très attachée. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.4 adopted. She invited the Committee 
to examine the state of conservation of properties included in the B category, “not for 
discussion”.  
 
 
Cape Floral Region Protected Areas (South Africa) (N 1007 Rev.) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B. 5 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Rwenzori Mountains National Park (Uganda) (N 684) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B. 6 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Serengeti National Park (United Republic of Tanzania) (N 156)  
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B. 7 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Mosi-oa-Tunya /Victoria Falls (Zambia/Zimbabwe) (N 509) 
 
The World Heritage Centre informed the Committee that no new information was 
available on the property apart from what was already contained in the report. 
 
The Rapporteur read out an amendment proposed by the Delegation of the Netherlands 
referring to paragraphs 5 and 6 of the draft Decision.  
 
The Delegation of Kenya, noting that some efforts had been made in the past for the 
conservation of the property, including the organizing of a workshop in 2002, asked what 
concrete support could be provided to the two States Parties concerned. 
 
The World Heritage Centre commented that the authorities of Zimbabwe had submitted 
a report confirming the issues affecting the heritage values of the property, while no 
information had been received from the State Party of Zambia. 
 
La délégation du Bénin demande que l’amendement soit relu. Elle ajoute ensuite que 
l’amendement au paragraphe 6 n’est pas nécessaire. 
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The Delegation of India noted that if danger listing was considered, then it would be 
necessary at the same time to establish the benchmarks for the possible removal of the 
property from that list. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands agreed to withdraw its second amendment 
concerning paragraph 6 of the draft Decision. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.8 adopted as amended. 
 
 
ARAB STATES 
 
Banc d’Arguin National Park (Mauritania) (N 506) 
 
The World Heritage Centre confirmed the information provided in the report 
concerning ongoing threats to the property related to potential oil spills, the starting of 
new oil explorations to the north of the site and the non-implementation of a special law 
for its protection. 
 
The Rapporteur read out an amendment proposed by the Delegation of Canada referring 
to paragraph 9 of the draft Decision.  
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B. 9 adopted as amended. 
 
 
Arabian Oryx Sanctuary (Oman) (N 654) 
 
Noting that the issues of concern for the property included the declining population of the 
Arabian Oryx, the proposed development of a tourist lodge and provisions in the current 
management plan to conditionally permit mining activities, the World Heritage Centre 
informed the Committee of recent reports alleging that an oil prospecting licence had 
been issued to the Occidental Petroleum company inside the Sanctuary. 
 
IUCN confirmed that the current management plan did not exclude oil and gas 
exploration and potentially even exploitation, and reiterated its position that similar 
activities were not acceptable within natural World Heritage properties. 
 
At the request of the Chairperson, the Rapporteur said that he had received no 
amendments to the proposed draft Decision. 
 
La délégation du Maroc demande si, suite à la réception du rapport soumis par l’Etat 
partie, une discussion a eu lieu avec l’Etat partie. 
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IUCN informed the Committee that the report containing information on the oil 
prospecting concession had been received only three days earlier, and that no 
consultation had been possible. 
 
La délégation du Maroc se réfère aux discussions qui ont eu lieu la veille concernant la 
possibilité de la prise en compte, par le Comité, des nouvelles informations reçues. Elle 
s’interroge ensuite sur la pertinence des mots « note avec une vive inquiétude… » (du 
paragraphe 5 du projet de décision) alors que nous avions reçu le rapport trois jours 
auparavant et que son résultat a déjà été inclus dans le projet de décision et ceci sans 
aucune discussion avec l’Etat partie ? 
 
The Delegation of Kuwait, supporting the concerns expressed by the Delegation of 
Morocco, requested that the State Party be allowed to intervene, so as to clarify the 
situation. 
 
The Delegation of India submitted an amendment to paragraph 4 of the draft Decision, to 
accommodate the concerns expressed by previous speakers. 
 
The Observer Delegation of Oman informed the Committee that what had been 
authorized was in fact nothing more than some initial research, noting that there was no 
reason for concern about the conservation of the property. 
 
IUCN emphasized the need for the Committee to be fair and consistent in its positions, 
noting that in the past a different stand had been taken by the Committee in a similar 
situation for the site of Lake Baikal. 
 
La délégation de la Tunisie appuie ce qui a été dit par les délégations du Maroc et du 
Koweït.  Elle pense que le paragraphe 5 paraît prématuré et qu’il est préférable de 
demander à l’Etat partie de donner suite au rapport. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.10 adopted as amended. 
 
 

ASIA/PACIFIC 
 
Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan Protected Areas (China) (N 1083) 
 
The World Heritage Centre reported on the mission that had taken place in April 2006, 
which had examined the potential impacts of the proposed hydro-power and dam 
developments in the absence of clear boundaries and of an EIA statement. According to 
the mission, one additional problem was the suggested reduction of the area of the 
property, with implications for possible mining operations. By a letter received by the 
World Heritage Centre on 7 July 2006 in response to the report of the mission, the 
Chinese authorities had stressed that no modification of the boundaries of the property 
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had been approved or even officially proposed, and that no mining operations had been or 
would be allowed in the future within the property. 
 
IUCN noted that at the time of inscription a recommendation had been made to the State 
Party by the Committee to consider the extension of the property to adjacent areas. The 
mission had expressed its concern at the initial suggestion of a reduction of the boundary 
by up to twenty percent of its present size, and a request for clarification was therefore 
included in the draft Decision. 
 
The Delegation of Israel suggested a small amendment to subparagraph 8(d). 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.11 adopted as amended. 
 
 
Tropical Rainforest Heritage of Sumatra (Indonesia) (N 1167) 
 
The World Heritage Centre informed the Committee that a joint mission had been 
dispatched to the site in February-March 2006, which had found serious threats affecting 
all three components of the serial property. The problems included encroachments, illegal 
logging, road construction, poaching and loss of biodiversity, as well as institutional and 
governance issues. No formal response had been received from the State Party to the 
suggested inscription of the property on the List of World Heritage in Danger, but a 
representative of the Indonesian Government was attending the current meeting and 
might wish to intervene. 
 
IUCN recalled that it had recommended danger listing the property already at the time of 
inscription, two years earlier, but that the Committee at that time had requested a mission 
to verify the extent of the threats. Such a mission had now taken place and confirmed, in 
IUCN’s opinion, that the property must be inscribed on the List of World Heritage in 
Danger. IUCN had not had time to verify the new information contained in the letter sent 
by the State Party, but it considered that danger listing could also have a beneficial 
impact, especially in a clear case such as the one under review. 
 
La délégation de la Corée remarque qu’il est difficile de retirer un bien une fois qu’il est 
inscrit sur la Liste du patrimoine mondial en péril. Elle souhaiterait entendre l’Etat partie. 
 
The Delegation of Japan, noting that the intentions of the State Party with respect to the 
measures to be taken were crucial for the safeguarding of the property, asked that it be 
allowed to intervene so as to share with the Committee its sentiment on the proposed 
decision. 
 
The Observer Delegation of Indonesia informed the Committee about a series of steps 
that had been taken at the property to respond to the concerns expressed by the mission in 
February 2006. They included the arrest of eleven persons involved in illegal logging, 
which had now been stopped; the halting of the construction of a road; the establishment 
of a corridor between two distinct areas of the property; the extension of the protected 
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area by fourteen thousand hectares, as requested by the Committee in 2004; and other 
initiatives to protect the fauna. It also recalled that problems related to governance and 
institutional weaknesses were due mostly to the effect of the tsunami. The Delegation 
also expressed its regret that none of the financial resources mobilized by the World 
Heritage Centre in support of the property were directed to address the concerns 
expressed by the report of the joint mission of February 2006. It further commented that 
the danger listing of the property at the present stage would be counterproductive and 
encouraged the Committee to amend the current draft Decision accordingly. 
 
The Delegation of India presented an amendment, drafted jointly with the Delegation of 
Japan, concerning paragraph 7, suggesting that the property should not be danger listed. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya, noting the difficulties that the State Party was facing to protect 
the property, emphasized the need to identify what support the Committee might offer to 
complement the State Party’s efforts and suggested including an appropriate reference to 
that in the decision. 
 
La délégation de la Tunisie  constate qu’il est prématuré de mettre le site sur la Liste en 
péril après avoir entendu l’engagement de l’Etat partie pour sa conservation. Il ajoute que 
l’inscription put avoir un effet négatif et décourageant pour l’Etat partie. Elle demande au 
Comité de tempérer et d’attendre un an pour voir l’évolution de la situation. 
 
The Delegation of Norway stressed that danger listing should not be considered a 
punishment, but rather as a way to raise awareness and financial support. If the 
Committee saw that the values of a certain property were in danger, then it had the duty 
to inscribe it on the List of World Heritage in Danger. It then asked IUCN to clarify 
whether it had had the time to verify the information provided by the State Party and 
what its recommendation was in the light of its findings. 
 
IUCN informed the Committee that it had received the new information only the day 
before, and could not verify it. It also confirmed that the threats identified during the 
mission were major and, with reference to the point raised by the Delegation of Kenya, 
the actions proposed in the draft Decision would be able to address them. 
 
A la lumière des nouvelles informations communiquées par l’Etat partie, la délégation du 
Bénin veut donner le bénéfice de l’espoir à l’Etat partie. Elle  propose de donner un an à 
l’Etat partie pour qu’il puisse mieux conserver le site, et d’éviter des décisions qui le 
sanctionneraient. 
 
The Delegation of Mauritius expressed its agreement with the position of the Delegation 
of Kenya, and suggested that a mission be sent to the property to verify the new 
information. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands recalled that at the time of inscription the State Party 
had given assurances that it would prepare an emergency plan to address the concerns 
expressed by the Committee. Two years had now passed and such an emergency plan had 
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not been prepared. Should the Committee decide not to danger list the property at the 
present stage, an emergency plan should be submitted by the State Party well before the 
deadline of 1 February 2007. 
 
The Delegation of Kuwait said it regretted that the funds provided by UNESCO had not 
contributed to the development of the mentioned emergency plan and other priority issues 
concerning the safeguarding of the property, and stated that danger listing was premature 
at this stage. 
 
The Delegation of Canada said that it was the Committee’s mandate to protect the 
properties inscribed on the List as best it could. With reference to paragraph 180 of the 
Operational Guidelines and Article 11 of the Convention, the Delegation stressed that 
one of the main purposes of danger listing was to assist the State Party in seeking 
financial resources for the conservation of the threatened property.  It was ready to go 
along with the proposed amendment, but would like to draw the State Party’s attention to 
that point. 
 
The Delegation of Chile, noting that danger listing was interpreted by some States Parties 
as a punishment, proposed to wait for another year. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America, recalling that assistance within the 
Convention was always to be achieved through cooperation, expressed the opinion that 
the consent of the State Party was essential for danger listing to have any beneficial 
effect. If the State Party of Indonesia opposed the danger listing of the property at the 
present stage, the Committee should take that into account. 
 
The Delegation of Spain supported the position expressed by the Delegation of Norway. 
The protection of World Heritage properties was the common responsibility of the 
international community, and Spain had accordingly provided a contribution of 
USD600,000 to assist the State Party in the conservation of the property. The Delegation 
agreed to give another year to the State Party and dispatch another mission in the 
meantime. 
 
Having heard the amendment proposed by the Delegations of India and Japan, setting a 
deadline for the accomplishment of certain corrective measures before danger listing, the 
Delegation of the United States of America asked whether danger listing would be 
automatic should the benchmarks not be met. 
 
The Chairperson explained that in the case under consideration the Committee would 
have to re-examine the situation in the light of the report provided by the mission. 
However, automatic danger listing was possible and it had been done in the past. 
 
IUCN stressed again that the mission which had just visited the property had identified 
major issues, justifying its danger listing, which, in its opinion, would be beneficial to the 
site. 
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The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.12 adopted as amended. 
 
 
Keoladeo National Park (India) (N 340) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.13 adopted without discussion 
 
 
Lorentz National Park (Indonesia) (N 955) 
 
The World Heritage Centre drew the attention of the Committee to the report contained 
in the working document and to draft Decision 30 COM 7B.14. 
 
IUCN recalled that a mission had been sent in 2004, and that the State Party had never 
responded despite reports raising concerns. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.14 adopted. 
 
 
Sagarmatha National Park (Nepal) (N 120) 
 
The World Heritage Centre informed the Committee that the issue at stake was the 
construction, within the core zone of the property, of the Kwonde View Tourist Resort. A 
decision on legal issues related to the ownership of the land on which the resort had been 
constructed was expected by October or November 2006.  
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.15 adopted. 
 
She moved to the examination of the state of conservation of two properties included in 
the B category, “not for discussion”.  
 
 
Tubbataha Reef Marine Park (Philippines) (N653)  
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B. 16 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Ha Long Bay (Vietnam) (N 672 bis) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B. 17 adopted without discussion. 
 

EUROPE AND NORTH AMERICA 
 
Lake Baikal (Russian Federation) (N 754) 
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The World Heritage Centre recalled that the case under review was one of the success 
stories of the Convention, thanks also to the personal involvement of the Chairperson. 
The President of the Russian Federation himself had indeed announced the re-routing of 
the Trans-Siberian oil pipeline, confirming that it would pass at a distance of 400 km 
from the shores of Lake Baikal. A joint monitoring mission had visited the property in 
October 2005 and had made a number of other recommendations. On 9 July 2006, the 
World Heritage Centre had received information from the State Party confirming that a 
draft decree on the establishment of an Intergovernmental Commission on Baikal had 
been agreed on, together with another draft decree on approval of the Baikal natural area 
boundaries.  
 
IUCN expressed its full appreciation for the decisions taken by the President of the 
Russian Federation, especially taking into account the high risks to which the property 
would have been exposed, had the initial proposal been implemented. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America noted that the case demonstrated how 
crucial cooperation was to obtaining any significant result, without necessarily inscribing 
a property on the List of World Heritage in Danger.  
 
The Delegation of Israel noted that the case constituted an example of best practice and 
suggested compiling similar cases in some form so as to provide a useful tool for learning 
lessons for the future. 
 
The Delegation of India congratulated the State Party of the Russian Federation, the 
Committee and IUCN on that important result. 
 
IUCN, responding to the point made by the Delegation of the United States of America, 
stressed that it had been precisely the threat of danger listing that had made the 
achievement of such a result possible. 
 
The Delegation of Peru reminded the Committee of the importance of any decision it 
might take and suggested that it proceed on a case-by-case study basis. It also 
recommended that the Committee should remain cautious in any danger listing actions 
since the situation depended very much on a country’s particular circumstances. Danger 
listing was a complex undertaking and required a case-by-case assessment that might 
have the potential to actually weaken protected area systems. In any assessment by the 
Committee of a site’s management system, it should be borne in mind that having a 
management plan might not be an indicator of threat reduction and the reduction of risks 
should be evaluated by additional in-depth means.  
 
 
Golden Mountains of Altai (Russian Federation) (N 768 Rev.) 
 
The Delegation of India asked for the State Party’s comments on the several threats to 
the site outlined in the Committee document, including a possible gas pipeline that might 
be constructed through the site.  
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The Observer Delegation of the Russian Federation responded first on the results of the 
Lake Baikal site issue. It reported that the re-routing of the Lake Baikal pipeline to follow 
an alternative route was clearly a success. It thanked the Committee for its support. 
Regarding the Golden Mountains of Altai, it explained that the Altai region was of 
special concern and reported that a letter of inquiry had been sent to the Governor of 
Altai Province, where the gas pipeline would pass. The project was at the concept stage, 
and no environmental impact assessment had been carried out. The concept proposal 
required additional information and study and the relevant detailed documentation would 
have to be submitted to the Ministry of the Environment.  
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.19 adopted. 
 
 
Belovezhskaya Pushcha/Bialowieza Forest (Belarus/Poland) (N 33-627) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.20 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Canadian Rocky Mountain Parks (Canada) (N 404 bis) 
 
The Chairperson reported that there was no new information on the site and that the 
Cheviot mine had agreed on compensating measures that would contribute to additional 
grizzly bear habitat.  
 
The Delegation of the Republic of Korea proposed an amendment to the draft Decision 
recommending that special consideration be given to proposed methods for controlling 
the mountain pine beetle. It expressed opposition to the artificial control of the beetle.  
 
The Delegation of Israel requested Canada to provide any information on the situation at 
the site.  
 
The Delegation of Canada reported that it was working with key site stakeholders, 
including the mining company, so as to offer alternative habitat for carnivores. It said that 
the proliferation of the mountain pine beetle was a natural phenomenon. The problem had 
been caused by several seasons of warm weather causing beetle population explosions 
and hence the need to control the outbreaks, which was done by natural methods. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America said it did not support the Delegation of 
the Republic of Korea’s amendment. It was for the State Party to take a decision on the 
matter.  
 
Following a request by the Delegation of India, the Delegation of the Republic of Korea 
said it would withdraw the amendment. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.21 adopted. 



Draft Summary Record of the 30th session (Vilnius, 2006)  WHC-06/30.COM/INF.19,  p. 108  
Projet de Résumé des interventions de la 30e session (Vilnius, 2006) 

 
 
Nahanni National Park (Canada) (N 24) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.22 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Isole Eolie (Aeolian Islands) (Italy) (N 908) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.23 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Danube Delta (Romania) (N 588) 
 
The Rapporteur read an amendment submitted by the Delegation of the Netherlands 
requesting the States Parties of the Republics of Moldavia, Romania, and Ukraine to 
submit a detailed report by 1 February 2008 on the state of conservation and the 
protection of the site’s Outstanding Universal Value. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.24 adopted as amended. 
 
 
Volcanoes of Kamchatka (Russian Federation) (N 765 bis) 
 
The IUCN reported no new site information, but several site threats, including illegal 
salmon fishing, gold mining and pipeline activity. It had been two years since the 
previous IUCN monitoring mission and no report had been received from the State Party. 
It requested an amendment to the draft Decision proposing a reactive monitoring mission 
to take place in February 2007. 
 
The Delegation of Israel asked if the situation was similar to the past situation at Lake 
Baikal, and whether the model used at Baikal for mitigating the site threat from the oil 
pipeline could be used in the case under consideration.  
 
IUCN said that the situation at Kamchatka was not the same as at Lake Baikal, but was 
different for a number of reasons. The Advisory Bodies had carried out many missions 
and recommended that the Committee define priorities so as to maximize resources or 
readjust mission budgetary allocations to the Advisory Bodies.  
 
La délégation du Maroc demande une clarification au sujet du nouveau paragraphe 5 
proposé et de la date butoir du 31 janvier 2008. Elle suggère de reporter la date butoir de 
soumission du rapport sur l’état de conservation du bien afin que celui-ci tienne compte 
des résultats de la mission. 
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The World Heritage Centre reported that it had had no response from the State Party to 
the most recent reactive monitoring mission in 2004. It suggested a mission date for the 
proposed follow-up mission of 15 March 2007.  
 
La délégation du Bénin souhaite qu’il s’agisse d’une mission conjointe UNESCO et 
UICN, et pas seulement une mission du Centre du patrimoine mondial. Elle souhaite 
également des explications sur le fait que l’Etat partie adresse toujours les mêmes 
rapports au Centre du patrimoine mondial. 
 
The Delegation of Canada said that it was an important site and that the State Party had 
provided a similar State of Conservation report for the previous two years and wondered 
if the Representative from the State Party could respond.  
 
The Observer Delegation of the Russian Federation said in response that the reports 
were similar but not the same. The current year’s report clarified several issues posed by 
the Committee. Illegal salmon fishing had decreased, and the gas pipeline and gold 
mining were outside the World Heritage property. It agreed to a reporting deadline of 
March 2007. 
 
The Delegation of Japan said it had no objection to the amendment. It asked for a list of 
the missions undertaken by the Advisory Bodies and the World Heritage Centre to be 
provided.  
 
The Delegation of the United States of America asked what constituted an official 
mission and asked for specific clarification on the subject.  
 
The World Heritage Centre responded that an official mission was undertaken at the 
request of the State Party. It was preparing a list of all missions which would be 
submitted to the Committee in one report. 
 
The Delegation of India recommended that an official IUCN mission be undertaken, to 
be scheduled before 15 March 2007 and asked if paragraph 3 could be modified. 
 
The Chairperson restated the amendments made and declared Decision 30 COM 7B.25 
adopted as amended. 
 
 
Durmitor National Park (Serbia and Montenegro) (N 100) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.26 could not be examined. 
 
 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park (United States of America) (N 259) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.27 adopted without discussion. 
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Yellowstone (United States of America) (N 28) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.28 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Tasmanian Wilderness (Australia) (C/N 181 bis) 
 
The World Heritage Centre noted that though additional buffer zones had been added, 
the recent logging activity near the site did not leave any room for extension of the buffer 
zones.  New threats to site included fire and damage from road construction. 
 
IUCN recommended an amendment in order to note the threats related to the logging. 
 
The Rapporteur read an amendment suggested by the Delegation of the United States 
and supported by the Delegation of Canada, which called for the deletion of the original 
paragraphs 5, 6, and 7. The amendment suggested that the amendment to paragraph 5 
read that the World Heritage Centre had written to the State Party on NGO concerns, and 
that paragraph 6 of the amendment say that the State Party would consider boundary 
changes and would submit a report to the World Heritage Centre.  
 
The Observer Delegation of Australia said that it would provide a full response to the 
concerns on threats.  
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.32 adopted as amended. 
 
 
Pyrénées – Mont Perdu (France/Spain) (C/N 773 bis) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.33 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Mount Athos (Greece) (C/N 454) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.34 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Historic Sanctuary of Machu Picchu (Peru) (C 274) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.35 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Colonial City of Santo-Domingo (Dominican Republic) (C 526) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.94 adopted without discussion. 
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Maya site of Copan (Honduras) (C 120) 
 
The World Heritage Centre presented its statement, stating that no information had 
been submitted by the State Party concerning the construction of an airport within the 
boundaries of the site.  It also stated that no action had been taken to impose any buffer 
zone. 
 
The Rapporteur presented an amendment proposed by the Delegation of Chile which 
suggested amending paragraphs 4 and 6. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America asked for clarification on the 
amendment. 
 
The Delegation of Chile sought to clarify its amendment.  
 
After a brief discussion, the Chairperson suggested suspending the discussion until the 
documents could be distributed. 
 
 
Historic Centre of Mexico City and Xochimilco (Mexico) (C 412) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.96 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Archaeological site of Chavin (Peru) (C 330) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.97 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Historical Centre of the City of Arequipa (Peru) (C 1016) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.98 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Lines and geoglyphs of Nasca and Pampas de Jumana (Peru) (C 700) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.99 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Timbuktu (Mali) (C 119 Rev.) 
 
The World Heritage Centre presented its statement on the property. It had received a 
letter in June 2006, responding to an earlier letter from the World Heritage Centre. The 
letter from the State Party stated that it would examine all of the World Heritage Centre’s 
recommendations with a view to undertaking corrective measures on the architectural 
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design as proposed by the World Heritage Centre and ICOMOS, and that that would be 
done by the Government in cooperation with the Republic of South Africa. The letter also 
mentioned that the revised design would seriously consider the management plan.  
 
ICOMOS supported in principle the need for a building to store documents. It considered 
the project to be one that needed to be exemplary, fitting the setting. ICOMOS reviewed 
the current design and expressed concerns that it would not meet ICOMOS’ 
requirements, suggesting that architects should respect local building traditions. 
ICOMOS offered to provide additional advice to the State Party if so requested.  
 
The Rapporteur read out amendments in regard to a new paragraph 6.  
 
The Delegation of Israel noted that it could not find the reference to danger listing. 
Following explanations by the World Heritage Centre, it wondered if the decision 
should be modified in view of the explanation given by the World Heritage Centre. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America asked if the management plan had been 
completed. 
 
ICOMOS responded in the affirmative.  
 
The Delegation of Mauritius asked if the Observer Delegation of South Africa could 
explain its level of cooperation with Mali. 
 
La délégation de la Tunisie s’étonne que l’on demande à l’Etat partie de prendre en 
compte les recommandations de la mission d’expert de mars et s’inquiète de savoir si les 
experts connaissent vraiment l’architecture traditionnelle du Mali, considérant qu’il 
vaudrait mieux s’adresser à des artisans. 
 
The World Heritage Centre explained that the mission had been conducted by a 
specialist in earthen architecture, and by local experts.  
 
The Delegation of Kenya said that there were two issues to discuss – the first being that 
of danger listing, and it noted that those issues had been resolved. The second issue 
related to the construction of the World Heritage Centre. It noted that the purpose of the 
World Heritage Centre was important, but that it should be redesigned according to the 
needs of the State Party, and within the limits of available funds. 
 
La délégation du Bénin demande un éclaircissement relatif à la décision de la 29e 
session, précisant que le Comité avait demandé à l’Etat partie d’entreprendre des efforts 
substantiels et non d’achever le plan de gestion. Ces efforts ont été accomplis. Elle 
demande à entendre l’Etat partie ainsi que l’Afrique du Sud. 
 
La délégation du Mali (observateur) précise qu’un des points essentiels à Durban était le 
plan de gestion, qui est fait, et que l’aide des partenaires techniques et financiers tels que 
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le Centre du patrimoine mondial et l’Afrique du Sud sont nécessaires pour la mise en 
œuvre du plan de gestion et pour achever l’Institut Ahmed Baba. 
 
The Observer Delegation of South Africa explained that it supported Mali in restoring 
the manuscripts of Timbuktu, and that it was giving its technical assistance to Mali only 
in the accordance with the desires of the Government of Mali. 
 
La délégation du Maroc félicite les Etats parties d’Afrique du Sud et du Mali pour leur 
coopération sur cet important projet pour la protection du patrimoine manuscrit. Elle 
insiste sur le fait que l’établissement du Centre Ahmed Baba et les aménagements sur des 
sites culturels du patrimoine mondial en général, tels que des centres d’interprétation, des 
musées de site, révèle le besoin d’avoir des lignes directrices générales. 
 
The Rapporteur read out the proposed changes to the draft Decision, re-affirming the 
decision taken by the 29th session of the Committee to remove the property from the List 
of World Heritage in Danger.  
 
La délégation du Bénin demande que le Rapporteur utilise également les textes qui lui 
sont présentés en français. Elle indique que le bien a été retiré de la Liste du patrimoine 
mondial en péril « à condition que » et ajoute que si ces conditions sont remplies, il faut 
que le Comité confirme sa décision. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.36 adopted as amended. 
 
 
Island of Saint-Louis (Senegal) (C 956) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.37 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Old Towns of Djenné (Mali) (C 116 Rev.) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.38 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Aksum (Ethiopia) (C 12) 
 
The World Heritage Centre reported no new information to add on the site.  
 
The Delegation of Israel said that one of the problems of the site was the mapping of the 
core and buffer zones and that no mission on those topics had been convened because the 
matter was to be addressed in a training program at the site.  
 
The World Heritage Centre confirmed that statement and said that a joint mission had 
been proposed but after a discussion with the Advisory Body it had been concluded that it 
was not necessary as the training capacity building issue would be addressed in 2006 and 
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2007 and would deal with the buffer zone and core management questions. The World 
Heritage Centre also proposed to develop a comprehensive management plan.  
 
The Delegation of Israel suggested that wording be added to the draft Decision for the 
implementation of a management plan for the site in cooperation with the World Heritage 
Centre.  
 
The Delegation of Canada said that management plans were needed before the 
construction of the new infrastructure and supported Israel’s amendment concerning the 
management plan. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America said that there had been four missions 
by the World Heritage Centre to the site and asked if they were World Heritage Centre 
missions.  
 
The World Heritage Centre said that the missions in question had experts as 
participants, adding that the work at the site was major work to reconstruct the site, to 
study local situation positioning of the obelisk and to discuss the situation with the State 
Party and the World Bank team, also operating at the site, and that the missions provided 
a full assessment and knowledge of the site. At the same time the site management plan 
was under preparation. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.39 adopted.  
 
 
Rock-Hewn Churches, Lalibela (Ethiopia) (C 18) 
 
The World Heritage Centre, informing the Committee about the reactive monitoring 
mission to the site by ICOMOS and ICCROM, said that the mission report had been 
transmitted to the State Party. The State Party had replied that it would respond to the 
report by June 2006.  
 
ICOMOS said it was concerned about a European Union proposal for a project that 
would fund shelters for the site, noting that site shelters must be reversible and that the 
proposed project was problematic. The European Union project failed to meet the 
conditions required for the recommended shelters and ICOMOS sought modification of 
the project. In order to receive European Union funding the State Party was required to 
meet certain conditions but with the timeline the European Union had set and given its 
limited budget the State Party might not be able to meet the conditions.  
 
The Delegation of Israel said it was concerned about the European Union project and 
was not in favor. It would like to hear comments from Ethiopia, but noted that no 
representative from the State Party was in attendance at the time.  
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The Delegation of Kenya said that the European Union project provided a long list of 
actions that the State Party needed to undertake. It asked in what way the State Party had 
prepared the design of the project and if there had been input by UNESCO.  
 
ICOMOS again voiced concern about the project and said the shelter structure exceeded 
the needs, adding that it had not been involved in the project design and would have 
wished to be at an earlier stage in its development. It was concerned about the extent of 
the European Union requirements and the limited budget available to the State Party to 
meet the requirements.  
 
The Delegation of India asked about the European Union response to the problem.  
 
ICOMOS reported that it had had no contact with the European Union.  
 
The World Heritage Centre said that it had had contact with the European Union 
project, that the project needed to be launched now or the funds would be lost, and that 
World Heritage Centre had recommended changes in the project design so that the shelter 
would be less intrusive.  
 
The World Monuments Fund reconfirmed its offer of USD 1 million for the site if the 
ICOMOS and UNESCO recommendations were addressed. It added that it hoped that the 
funds would serve for the study not considered under the European Union grant. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America asked for information about the 
missions to the site.  
 
The World Heritage Centre explained the sequence of the missions and their purpose. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.40 adopted. 
 
 
Lamu Old Town (Kenya) (C 1055) 
 
The Delegation of Mauritius asked if the State Party could provide information about the 
buffer zone extension, as there appeared to be some confusion over that matter.  
 
The Delegation of Kenya explained that the Government had taken serious note of the 
World Heritage Committee recommendations, and had stopped further development on 
the sand dunes through various means, including security measures. It explained that 
buffer zones would be expanded and that studies were underway, further noting that the 
new law would facilitate the review and strengthening of the management framework in 
place. The conservation of the site was a priority. The Delegation pointed out that 
paragraph 4 of the draft Decision recommended a good deal of infrastructure, and 
appealed for funding support to that end. It questioned the criticism directed to the State 
Party regarding governance, noting that many changes had been made in that regard. 
 



Draft Summary Record of the 30th session (Vilnius, 2006)  WHC-06/30.COM/INF.19,  p. 116  
Projet de Résumé des interventions de la 30e session (Vilnius, 2006) 

La délégation du Bénin demande à ce que l’Etat partie fasse un rapport pour confirmer 
tout ce qui a été fait sur le site. Elle demande également que la dernière partie du 
paragraphe 5 du projet de décision (partie en caractère gras) soit retirée. 
 
The Delegation of India suggested that paragraph 4 of the draft Decision be modified 
taking into account the statement by the Delegation of Kenya. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.41 adopted as amended. 
 
 
Island of Mozambique (Mozambique) (C 599) 
 
The Delegation of Norway commented that UNESCO had been substantially involved in 
the site. It had not noticed any reference in the report to the role of local authorities and 
wondered if UNESCO was solely responsible for the work on the site.  
 
The World Heritage Centre specified that local authorities had been involved, with the 
support of the African Development Bank and the Department of Culture.  
 
The Delegation of Israel cited the report’s warnings of serious threats to the site, and 
wondered why there were continued delays on restoration work and there was still no 
management plan. 
 
The World Heritage Centre said that in the past there had been isolated activities on the 
island, and that the objective of the African Development Bank and UNESCO initiative 
was to harmonize work on the island.  
 
The Delegation of Kenya informed the Committee that from recent first-hand experience 
it could be observed that there was a great deal of good will at the site and that the State 
Party simply needed encouragement to continue with its work. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.42 adopted. 
 
 
Island of Gorée (Senegal) (C 26) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.43 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Robben Island (South Africa) (C 916) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.44 adopted without discussion and 
adjourned the meeting for lunch. 
 
Devant quitter prématurément la session du Comité, la délégation de Sainte-Lucie 
(observateur) souhaite faire plusieurs commentaires généraux sur le fonctionnement et les 
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méthodes de travail du Comité du patrimoine mondial. Elle insiste tout d’abord sur le fait 
qu’il est urgent de clarifier les procédures vis-à-vis des missions et du choix des experts 
commis pour effectuer celles-ci, ainsi que le rôle à la fois du Centre du patrimoine 
mondial, des Organisations consultatives et du Comité afin d’éviter tout conflit d’intérêt 
et de responsabilités. Elle rappelle ensuite que les Orientations qui sont entrées en 
vigueur en février 2005 ont demandé un travail titanesque et qu’il ne lui semble pas 
judicieux de les voir amendées si rapidement. Par ailleurs, elle se félicite que le Comité 
ait réussi à rationaliser les décisions sur les biens en péril en se basant sur des repères 
mais rappelle que ceux-ci doivent être basés sur des résultats réels et tangibles, et non pas 
sur des promesses. Elle termine enfin par féliciter la Présidente du Comité pour la 
manière admirable dont elle conduit les débats.  
 

The meeting rose at 01.00 p.m. 
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SIXTH MEETING 

03.00 p.m. – 07.15 p.m. 
 

Chairperson: Ms Ina MARCIULIONYTE  
 

 
 

ITEM 7 EXAMINATION OF THE STATE OF CONSERVATION OF 
WORLD HERITAGE PROPERTIES (continued) 

ITEM 7B STATE OF CONSERVATION OF PROPERTIES INSCRIBED ON 
THE WORLD HERITAGE LIST (continued) 

 
Documents :  WHC-06/30.COM/7B 
 WHC-06/30.COM/7B.Add 
Decisions :  30 COM 7B.1 to 7B.98 
 
 

ARAB STATES 
 
Ksar Ait Ben Haddou (Morocco) (C 444) 
 
Le Centre du patrimoine mondial explique que lors de la dernière réunion (Durban, 
2005) le Comité avait exprimé ses inquiétudes sur l’état de conservation du site du Ksar 
d’Ait-Ben-Haddou et avait demandé à l’Etat partie de fournir un rapport sur les éventuels 
progrès en matière de conservation et gestion du bien.  Le Centre du patrimoine mondial 
et l’ICOMOS ont entrepris une mission de suivi réactif constatant que des améliorations 
importantes avaient été accomplies notamment dans la préparation d’un plan de gestion et 
qui sont reflétées dans le document. 
 
The Rapporteur read out two amendments to the draft Decision. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.45 adopted as amended. 
 
 
Ancient Thebes with its Necropolis (Egypt) (C 87) 
 
Le Centre du patrimoine mondial poursuit avec le paragraphe (46) Thèbes antique et sa 
nécropole en expliquant que le rapport ne se trouve pas dans le document principal mais 
dans le document WHC-06/30.COM/7B.Add. Le Centre du patrimoine mondial informe 
qu’une mission a été effectuée sur proposition de l’Etat partie pour évaluer la situation 
actuelle en raison de vaste projets d’aménagement. La mission a constaté que le projet de 
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construction d’un débarcadère devant le temple de Karnak avait été déplacé et que les 
autorités de l’Etat partie ont entrepris des fouilles entre le site de Karnak et le Nil. 

 
La délégation du Maroc s’inquiète sur la question de la délocalisation des villageois à la 
suite des démolitions prévues dans le bien et demande des informations plus précises à 
l’Etat partie. 
 
The Observer Delegation of Egypt informed the Committee that the village of Gurnah 
had been built on top of an archaeological site many years before and many decrees had 
been issued to demolish the village because it affected the tombs. Unfortunately, the main 
source of income was the smuggling of objects from the area. A second negative effect 
arose from local populations using the groundwater. Another village designed by a 
famous architect had been built and the people would be moved there. 
 
ICOMOS explained that the proposed resettlement had been discussed at previous 
sessions of the Committee, with relevant decisions taken in 1998 and 2001. 
 
La délégation de la Tunisie souhaite apporter un amendement au paragraphe 4 du projet 
de décision « Prie instamment l’Etat partie de veiller…que tous les projets soient 
fondés…  » pour l’exprimer de la façon suivante : « …soient en harmonie avec 
l’archéologie et la nécessité de respecter la valeur universelle exceptionnelle… » 
 
The Delegation of Canada expressed support for the proposal made by the Delegation of 
Tunisia. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.46 adopted as amended.  
 
 
Medina of Essaouira (formerly Mogador) (Morocco) (C 753 rev) 
 
Le Centre du patrimoine mondial poursuit avec le paragraphe (47) Médina d’Essaouira 
(ancienne Mogador) (Maroc) (C753 rev). Le Centre du Patrimoine mondial et l’ICOMOS 
ont effectué une mission de suivi réactif afin de vérifier l’état d’avancement de la mise en 
œuvre des décisions du Comite et évaluer l’état de conservation du bien. Selon le rapport 
de cette mission, d’importants travaux de déblayage et de réparation du mur de 
l’Atlantique du site on été menés, ce qui représente des progrès considérables. La mission 
a constaté que les deux projets construits dans le 3e tampon contribuent à l’amélioration 
des espaces publics au bénéfice aussi bien des résidents que pour le tourisme. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya expressed concern about the phrase “full of tourists”, and asked 
if that implied damage to the site.  
 
La délégation du Maroc remercie la délégation du Kenya sur la question posée au sujet 
de l’incidence du tourisme sur le site. Elle informe que le vieux quartier juif est contigu à 
la muraille sur la mer et que des nombreux dégâts ont été constatés dus aux infiltrations. 
Afin de réduire les menaces qui pèsent sur le site, des informations complémentaires 
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seront nécessaires. Pour ce faire, l’Etat partie a fait appel à des spécialistes et architectes 
qui auront pour tâche de mettre en œuvre les recommandations de la mission évoquée 
antérieurement. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands expressed disappointment about the demise of the 
Jewish quarter because it was an important aspect of the property. It was also concerned 
about repairs made to the fortified wall, and whether Mogador Island with its important 
bird populations was protected. 
 
La délégation du Maroc remercie la délégation des Pays Bas pour sa question et précise 
que l’île de Mogador présente non seulement un intérêt culturel mais aussi un intérêt 
naturel pour les espèces qui l’habitent. La législation nationale s’est donné les moyens 
d’assurer la protection de l’île. D’ailleurs, il est nécessaire d’obtenir une autorisation 
spéciale pour pouvoir la visiter. 
 
The Delegation of Canada asked if the State Party could confirm that the interventions 
completed on the site had followed a management plan, and whether a management plan 
existed. Also, considering that it was difficult for new architects to contextualize their 
work within a site, it might be appropriate to apply the Vienna Memorandum (2005) with 
new insertions to the site. 
 
Le Centre du patrimoine mondial répond qu’il n’y a pas, pour l’instant, de plan de 
gestion du site. 
 
La délégation du Bénin souhaite comprendre le projet de décision. Le paragraphe 4 
« félicite l’Etat partie », et le paragraphe 5 « Note que, bien que les mesures prises… ». 
Quelles sont ces mesures ? Concernent-elles le plan de gestion ? 
 
The Chairperson requested the World Heritage Centre to provide clarifications. 
 
Le Centre du patrimoine mondial explique que ce détail se trouve seulement dans la 
version française du document et que la bonne formulation est « mesures à prendre ». 
 
La délégation du Bénin dit alors que si la version anglaise est mieux formulée il ne sera 
pas nécessaire de présenter un amendement. 
 
The delegation of Mauritius said that, like Canada, it wished to know more about the 
management plan and the company of architects working on the property. 
 
La délégation du Maroc informe que le processus du concours est terminé et qu’il a 
bénéficié de la coopération de l’ICOMOS-Maroc. Des experts et architectes ont été 
identifiés et il n’y aura pas de problèmes pour la mise en œuvre des recommandations. En 
ce qui concerne le plan de gestion, même s’il n’existe pas, à proprement parler, un 
ensemble de dispositions est en vigueur pour la sauvegarde et la protection du site. 
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The Delegation of Israel commended Morocco on its identification of Jewish heritage 
and its approach to the rehabilitation of the area, supporting the Delegation of Canada’s 
suggestion to the amendment.  
 
La délégation de la Tunisie souligne que lorsque la délégation de l’Etat partie (Maroc) a 
fait part au Comité de la situation de l’ancien quartier juif, il ne s’agissait pas de parler 
d’un quartier selon sa "croyance", mais qu'il s’agit d’une appellation par rapport à la 
caractéristique traditionnelle de ce quartier. 
 
La délégation du Bénin demande des clarifications sur le point 6 du projet de décision. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.47 adopted as amended. 
 
 
M’Zab Valley (Algeria) (C 188) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.48 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Qal’at al-Bahrein Archaeological Site (Bahrain) (C 1192) 
 
Le Centre du patrimoine mondial poursuit avec le paragraphe (49.) Site archéologique 
de Qal’at al-Bahreïn (Bahreïn) (C 1192) en indiquant que des progrès importants ont été 
faits par l’Etat partie pour se conformer à la décision du Comite à sa 29e session et que le 
projet de construction d’une île artificielle « Etoile du Nord » en face du bien a été 
abandonné. 
 
A l’invitation de l’Etat partie, une mission de l’ICOMOS et du Centre du patrimoine 
mondial s’est rendue à Bahreïn à la fin du mois de juin dernier, afin de compléter le 
travail de zonage initié lors de la précédente mission, en particulier de définir le couloir 
visuel destiné à protéger le site de constructions en mer. 
 
Une lettre de l’Etat partie a été reçue par le Centre du patrimoine mondial, l’informant 
que l’adoption du couloir visuel et l’annulation ou le déplacement du projet « Etoile du 
Nord » seraient présentés au Conseil municipal en septembre 2006. 
 
La délégation du Maroc félicite l’Etat partie pour les progrès accomplis. Elle suggère 
ensuite une formulation plus souple pour les paragraphes 7 et 9 du projet de décision. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.49 adopted. 
 
 
Islamic Cairo (Egypt) (C 89) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.50 adopted without discussion. 
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Um er-Rasas (Kastrom Mefa’a) (Jordan) (C 1093) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.51 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Tyre (Lebanon) (C 299) 
 
Le Centre du patrimoine mondial poursuit avec le paragraphe (52.) Tyr (Liban) en 
précisant qu’il n’y a pas eu d’autres informations que celles que figurant dans le 
document sinon un document en arabe indiquant que les expropriations des terres sur le 
tracé de la future autoroute ont commencé. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America stated it had information suggesting 
that the proposed changes would affect the Roman aqueduct and the wall of Alexander 
the Great, and requested more information from the State Party. 
 
ICOMOS stated that, like the Delegation of the United States of America, it had received 
some information, but no detailed data. 
 
La délégation de la Tunisie souligne que l’autoroute en question traverse le site. Les 
rapports de l’UNESCO ont recommandé des sondages afin de vérifier s’il existe des 
vestiges archéologiques qui pourraient être endommagés par la construction de 
l’autoroute. Or, il est presque certain que des vestiges existent et il serait souhaitable de 
demander à l’Etat partie de procéder à des sondages fiables avant de continuer le projet. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America suggested that paragraph 6 might be 
reworded to read “and to consider proposals to realign the highway to avoid impacts to 
the site”. 
 
Le Centre du patrimoine mondial confirme que les autorités libanaises ont effectué des 
sondages et des recherches géophysiques. Tous les résultats seront inclus dans la carte 
archéologique en cours d’élaboration afin de déterminer l’existence des vestiges. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America stated that it was not sure if the 
proposed amendment covered that issue, but it did not want the highway to affect the site. 
 
The Chairperson confirmed that the amendment was accepted. 
 
La délégation du Bénin souhaite que le projet de décision, paragraphe 4, soit modifié 
comme suit : « Regrette cependant que le projet de décret… » 
 
The Delegation of Kenya proposed to remove “strongly” before “recommends” and to 
find clearer wording for “construction freezing”. 
 
La délégation du Maroc constate qu’il y a beaucoup d’éléments positifs, que le projet 
d’autoroute tiendra compte des prélèvements techniques et des sondages pour s’assurer 
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qu’il n’y a pas des vestiges. L’Etat partie s’engage dans un processus positif pour la 
protection du site. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.52 adopted as amended. 
 
 
Archaeological Site of Cyrene (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) (C 190) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.53 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Ancient Ksour of Ouadane, Chinguetti, Tichitt and Oualata (Mauritania) (C 750) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.54 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Archaeological site of Volubilis (Morocco) (C 836) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.55 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Bahla Fort (Oman) (C 433) 
 
Le Centre du patrimoine mondial poursuit avec le paragraphe (56.) Fort de Bahla 
(Oman) (C433) précisant qu’il n’y a pas d’information supplémentaire. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands said that a progress report had already been 
undertaken on the Souk Bahla. 
 
The Delegation of India stated that, considering the discussions held the same morning, 
it would be difficult to accept the amendment.  
 
The Delegation of Kuwait agreed with India, and said that, after the earlier discussion the 
amendment should be included elsewhere. The Delegation also asked for more 
information about Souk Bahla so that the amendment would be clearer. 
 
La délégation de la Tunisie souhaite que l’Etat partie prenne la parole afin de lui 
permettre de donner d’autres informations qui pourraient éclairer le Comité. 
 
The Observer Delegation of Oman explained that the Bahla fort had been removed from 
the List of World Heritage in Danger after 15 years of significant work. The government 
continued to spend substantial resources to maintain the site and the Delegation reassured 
the Committee that all authorities were working together to implement a management 
plan including adequate administrative frameworks.  
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.56 adopted as amended. 
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ASIA PACIFIC 
 
Meidan Emam, Esfahan (Islamic Republic of Iran) (C 115) 
 
The World Heritage Centre presented its report on the site, stating the problem of a 
shopping complex within the site’s proximity.  The site had officially been put on the 
Danger List in February 2006, and on 25 January, a statement was received by the World 
Heritage Centre from the State Party.  The completion of the demolition of the tower of 
the shopping complex was scheduled for May 2006, as stated in the State Party’s letter.  
However, the work was behind schedule and had still not been completed. 
 
The Observer Delegation of the Islamic Republic of Iran explained that the situation 
was not easy because a 19,000 sq m building was concerned and was not protected by the 
Government, and half a million dollars had been allocated the previous week for the 
continuation of the demolition. There had been some fear in the town before it had been 
explained what was going to happen. The Delegation hoped that could be an example not 
only for the Islamic Republic of Iran but also for the World Heritage Committee. 
 
The Chairperson congratulated the Observer Delegation of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran on behalf of the World Heritage Committee. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.57 adopted. 
 
 
Lumbini, the Birthplace of the Lord Buddha (Nepal) (C 666) 
 
The World Heritage Centre stated that it had no new information to add to the state of 
conservation report. 
 
The Observer Delegation of Nepal said that the recommendations of a mission in 2005 
had been formulated in close cooperation with the State Party and the various 
stakeholders.  
 
The Delegation of New Zealand said that the mission report focused on tangible features 
but not on intangible features, which were very significant for many people in connection 
with that site, as it was the birthplace of Buddha. The impact of tourism did not affect 
intangible values. Outstanding universal value was intangible as much as tangible. For 
indigenous communities in particular, intangible values were as important as other 
values. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.58 adopted. 
 
 
Samarkand – Crossroads of Cultures (Uzbekistan) (C 603 Rev.) 
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The World Heritage Centre stated that it had no new information to add to the state of 
conservation report. 
 
The Delegation of Israel asked the World Heritage Centre if in making proposals for 
inscription on the List of World Heritage in Danger, it was mandatory to consult with the 
State Party. What format would that take in the current year in order to have a response 
for next year? 
 
The World Heritage Centre stated that that was more of a procedural question. The 
World Heritage Centre would consult with the State Party in writing as it had done for the 
report of the previous year. Any recommendation made to the Committee would first be 
discussed with the State Party. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya commented on the language on page 149, pointing out that the 
word “mediocre” was undiplomatic. After the “recent work” done, was there still a loss 
of authenticity? 
 
ICOMOS clarified that what was meant was that there was some loss of authenticity 
which was not reversible. 
 
The Delegation of India asked, with reference to paragraph 5 of the draft Decision, if 
benchmarks were established for the State Party to avoid inscription on the Danger List. 
It also noted that there was no management plan, nor had there been one when the 
property had been inscribed in 2001. The Delegation also suggested removing the last 
three lines in paragraph 7 about danger listing. 
 
The Delegation of Israel said it was in favour of keeping the text. 
 
The Delegation of India suggested as an alternative the phrase “notes there is some loss”, 
and said it would still like to see the benchmarks added. 
 
La délégation de la Tunisie affirme que l’atteinte à l’authenticité d’un site doit être 
abordée dans son contexte. Elle suggère de supprimer les trois dernières lignes du 
paragraphe 7 du projet de décision. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America asked if the three benchmarks had been 
developed with the State Party, and if it was supportive of them. 
 
The World Heritage Centre said that they were not really benchmarks, but rather 
proposals to the State Party. The mission in April 2006 had worked hard with the State 
Party to set them. They had been sent to the State Party but there had been no reaction to 
them. The proposals had been formulated in consultation with the State Party, which was 
sympathetic to them. 
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La délégation du Maroc fait savoir qu’elle est gênée par la formulation du projet de 
décision. Par exemple, pour le paragraphe 3 elle suggère : « Note avec inquiétude le non 
respect des normes et qui affectent l’authenticité… » 
 
The Delegation of India noted that the World Heritage Centre had clarified that the 
proposals were not really benchmarks, but in the absence of a State Party, it could not be 
ascertained whether it was in agreement or not.  
 
The Delegation of Norway stated that, even though the recommendations were not 
strictly benchmarks, the State Party should begin to take action. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America said that if the State Party was in 
agreement they could be called benchmarks, but if not they could equally be called 
recommendations. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.59 adopted as amended. 
 
 
Prambanan Temple Compounds (Indonesia) (C642) 
 
The World Heritage Centre presented its report on the site, first acknowledging the 
tragedy of the 27 May 2006 earthquake which hit Java. In order to provide emergency 
assistance to the State Party, a sum of USD75,000 was approved by UNESCO for quick 
implementation by the State Party.  However, much restoration would still be needed. 
 
The Delegation of Indonesia expressed its appreciation to UNESCO and the World 
Heritage Committee for their immediate response and assistance, and said it was in 
agreement with the report submitted by the expert. The cost estimate was about USD 15 
million, an amount impossible to shoulder alone since there were several disasters to 
recover from. The Delegation asked for support to launch a campaign to safeguard 
Prambanan. 
 
La délégation de la Tunisie souhaite savoir à quelle date a été faite la structure en béton 
et s’il y a des solutions alternatives envisageables. 
 
The World Heritage Centre explained that the structure had been  built in the 1950s to 
the 1980s but concrete was elastic and moved whereas the masonry could not move 
flexibly, and if it did move it was deformed and could not revert to its original shape. The 
renovation work would be extremely costly and complicated, as much study was required 
to find a way to reinforce it so that it could resist the next earthquake. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya said that it was a terrible situation for so important a site in a 
country that had witnessed a succession of disasters. An international campaign was 
needed, like the one in Egypt in the 1960s. 
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The Delegation of the Netherlands expressed its condolences for the losses suffered as a 
result of the earthquake and especially the loss of human lives, but also congratulated the 
State Party for the speed with which it had sought information. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.60 adopted. Then, she invited the 
Committee to consider decisions for adoption requiring no discussion. 
 
 
Angkor (Cambodia) (C 668) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.61 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Classical Gardens of Suzhou (China) (C 813bis) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.62 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Imperial Palaces of the Ming and Qing Dynasties in Beijing and Shengyang, China 
(C 439bis) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.63 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Mahabodhi Temple Complex at Bodh Gaya (India) (C 1056 rev) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.64 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Borobudur Temple Compound (Indonesia) (C 592) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.65 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Sacred Sites and Pilgrimage Routes in the Kii Mountain Range (Japan) (C 1142) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.66 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Historic Monuments of Ancient Nara (Japan) (C 870) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.67 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Historic monuments of Thatta (Pakistan) (C 143) 
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The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.68 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Archaeological Ruins at Moenjodaro (Pakistan) (C 138) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.69 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Historic Centre of Shakhrisyabz (Uzbekistan) (C 885) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.70 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Complex of Hué Monuments (Vietnam) (C 678) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.71 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
 
EUROPE 
 
Kizhi Pogost (Russian Federation) (C 544) 
 
The World Heritage Centre explained that the Russian Federation had provided a report 
with additional information on 8 June 2006.  By letter of 9 June 2006, the authorities of 
the Russian Federation had underlined that they considered that the State Party was 
fulfilling its obligations concerning the protection of the property and that they objected 
to the inscription of the property on the List of World Heritage in Danger. Preparatory 
works for the restoration had been nearly completed but the main restoration had not yet 
started. 
 
A new letter of 7 July 2006 from the Russian National Commission for UNESCO stated 
that the authorities had provided a detailed plan in 2003 and annual reports in the 
following years. The management of the property was carried out by the State under law 
73. The museum reserve was responsible for the monitoring they had undertaken, 
including tourism management. Furthermore, they invited a mission to the site and 
requested financing. 
 
The Delegation of Norway said that Norway, through its cultural heritage experts, had 
followed the restoration and had been monitoring the site for 10 years because it was 
important for the notch log technique which the Russian Federation shared with Norway. 
The structural system had a trademark in Norway and it therefore felt a moral obligation 
to support the safeguarding of the site. The Delegation did not feel that the proposed 
solution was the right one, as it could harm the site and not respect its integrity. Norway 
said it had no objection to making it accessible to the public, and not only for religious 
purposes. It would also like to have the World Heritage Committee discuss the 
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outstanding universal value of such a site. It recommended that the site be inscribed on 
the List of World Heritage in Danger in order to protect it, and encouraged the State Party 
to take action. The Delegation of Norway added that it would be happy to provide 
technical support. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America also said it was very concerned about 
the site, adding that it was always concerned about inscribing sites on the Danger List 
without the agreement of the State Party. 
 
The Delegation of India expressed similar concerns. It would like the Secretariat to make 
it clear whether subparagraphs 5(a) to 5(e) had been discussed with the State Party and 
that it was in agreement. 
 
La délégation de la Fédération de Russie (observateur) manifeste son désaccord sur les 
conclusions de la mission sur le site. Elle affirme que des progrès substantiels ont été 
accomplis et souhaite que le Comité approuve une autre mission avant la fin de cette 
année, en octobre 2006, par exemple, pour constater les avancées dans l’application et 
suivi des recommandations. 
 
The World Heritage Centre confirmed that the matter had been discussed during the 
2002 mission, with an on-site workshop with ICCROM, and wood experts from 
ICOMOS, and that the State Party had held a follow-up workshop in 2003. 
 
The Observer Delegation of the Russian Federation pointed out that the same situation 
had prevailed in 2002 when a site had been proposed for the danger listing. The 
workshop had accordingly been held on the spot in July-August and a detailed restoration 
plan approved by the experts. Since then the State Party had been working on the plan 
every year, submitted reports and provided stable financing (almost USD1 million per 
annum), and had given a detailed report on the site that had been approved by the World 
Heritage Committee. In 2002 no expert from the World Heritage Centre had been 
present, which was why the State Party proposed that a mission be dispatched because 
extensive restoration work had taken place. 
 
The World Heritage Centre stated that three UNESCO staff members had visited the 
site in 2002 with the experts. Since 2002 there had been no mission there, but many 
experts continued to work with the site. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America asked if the State Party agreed to the 
site being placed on the List of World Heritage in Danger. 
 
La délégation de la Fédération de Russie (observateur) confirme qu’elle n’est pas 
d’accord pour inscrire le site sur la Liste en péril. 
 
La délégation de la Tunisie fait savoir qu’elle estime que le site ne doit pas être inscrit 
sur la Liste en péril et propose un amendement en supprimant le paragraphe 6. 
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The Delegation of Kenya said that there seemed to be a misunderstanding; it understood 
from the Delegation of Norway that there was concern about the ongoing restoration 
work that could lead to a loss of authenticity. The Delegation pointed to the need for 
clarity, and to ascertain whether the work was going on and if it could be destructive. The 
Committee must trust the State Party if it said there was no problem. 
 
The Delegation of Canada said it shared the concerns of the Delegation of Kenya, but 
had also heard that the work could be harmful to the site.  
 
The World Heritage Centre confirmed that there was a debate about the conservation 
philosophy for the property, stating that there was voluminous documentation in the 
World Heritage Centre to substantiate that. That was among the reasons why ICOMOS 
was moving for the danger listing of the site, on the basis of careful analysis of the 
reports received, and why the situation needed to be clarified.  
 
The Delegation of India agreed that there was some confusion arising out of the 
conflicting reports, but perhaps the Delegation of Norway could provide a paragraph 
detailing the concerns. 
 
ICOMOS said that subparagraph 5(c) could explain what was needed, an overall 
restoration concept for the Church of the Transfiguration, which needed a concept, and an 
overall management plan. That should be done with the accord of the State Party. 
 
La délégation du Maroc demande une clarification sur le point 5 du projet de décision: 
différence entre “gestion stratégique” et “plan stratégique”; et souhaite voir les deux 
expressions homogénéisées. Elle exprime enfin son accord avec la délégation du Bénin.  
 
The Chairperson summarized the debate thus far. While the Delegation of Norway had 
proposed inscribing the property on the List of World Heritage in Danger, there appeared 
to be a majority in favour of first sending a mission as proposed by the Delegation of 
Benin, the results of which would enable the Committee to consider danger listing in 
2007. 
 
The Delegation of Peru stated its consensus on sending a mission to the site as proposed 
by the Delegation of Benin.   
 
The Delegations of Israel and Chile indicated their assent to the proposal made by the 
Delegation of Benin. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America requested that the amended draft 
Decision reflect the Committee’s strong encouragement to the State Party to work with 
the World Heritage Centre on the restoration of the site.  
 
The Delegation of India suggested that point 5(c) should become a separate paragraph. 
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The Delegation of Norway confirmed that it was now satisfied with the proposal to send 
a mission with a view to danger listing in 2007. It believed a good compromise had been 
reached. Subparagraph 5(c) covered the concerns it had expressed in earlier interventions.  
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.72 adopted as amended. 
 
 
Historic Areas of Istanbul (Turkey) (C 356) 
 
The World Heritage Centre explained that a joint UNESCO/ICOMOS mission to 
Istanbul had been carried out from 6 to 11 April 2006, in conformity with 
Decision 29 COM 7C and upon the request of the Turkish authorities, and in response to 
further information on continuing threats to the site, specifically, (a) continued 
degradation of the vernacular architecture within the protected areas (timber houses in the 
district of Zeyrek and Süleymaniye), the loss of the original urban fabric; (b) questionable 
quality of repairs and reconstruction of the Roman and Byzantine Walls; (c) uncontrolled 
development and absence of a World Heritage management plan; (d) lack of coordination 
between national and municipal authorities, and of organizational relationships between 
decision-making bodies for the World Heritage conservation at the site; (e) potential 
impacts of new buildings and development projects on the World Heritage values and 
integrity of the site, i.e.: the proposed extension project for the Four Seasons Hotel 
(archaeological remains of part of the Great Palace of the Byzantine Emperors); the new 
Golden Horn bridge projects on the setting of Süleymaniye Mosque and the wider World 
Heritage property; the “Dubai Towers”, the proposed high-rise development at 
Hydarpaşa and the Galataport project. 
 
Continuing, it informed the Committee that the State Party had provided the following 
information on 3 July about the measures taken by the relevant authorities as a follow-up 
to the recommendations of the joint World Heritage Centre/ICOMOS mission report: (1) 
the Metropolitan Municipality of Istanbul had halted the restoration work in “Tekfur 
Sarayi” and Anemas Dungeon”, both part of the Theodosian Land Walls. A Scientific 
Committee would be established and the restoration project revised under its supervision; 
(2) all restoration works at the “Historic Areas of Istanbul” would be supervised by the 
Scientific Committee and subject to the approval of the Regional Conservation Council 
(Protection Board); (3) in accordance with the Urban Conservation Plan (1/5000°), 
adopted on 26 January 2005, necessary works were being carried out to evacuate the 
periphery of the City Walls and improve the landscape of the area, to reduce the 
settlements in the Historic peninsula, and to prepare comprehensive design projects and 
local action plans with a view to safeguarding the historical fabrics with its cultural and 
social characteristics. 
 
The Rapporteur informed the Committee that he had received two proposals – from 
Canada and the Netherlands respectively – for amendments to the draft Decision, and 
proceeded to read them out.  
 
The Committee indicated its assent. 
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The Delegation of Israel sought clarification from the State Party as to whether the loss 
of the timber houses would require changes to the boundaries. 
 
The Observer Delegation of Turkey, as the State Party, said that it attached great 
importance to the conservation of the Historic City of Istanbul and appreciated the 
concerns of the Committee and World Heritage Centre. It reiterated its intention to 
cooperate fully. A new mechanism for financing the protection works had been put in 
place and it recalled the information provided by the World Heritage Centre. 
 
The Delegation of Israel observed that it would consult the Rapporteur on various points 
relating to paragraph 5 of the draft Decision. 
 
The Rapporteur noted that the Delegation of Canada had proposed amending paragraph 
7 of the draft Decision to insert “Outstanding Universal Value” in the place of World 
Heritage value. 
 
The Delegation of Kuwait supported the amendments proposed by the Delegation of the 
Netherlands but observed that paragraph 6a should now be deleted as it related very 
strongly to the new paragraph 6 proposed. 
 
The World Heritage Centre confirmed that the State Party had taken the requested 
action and halted the restoration work. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.73 adopted as amended. 
 
 
Tower of London (United Kingdom) (C 488) 
 
The World Heritage Centre reported that the State Party report of 30 January 2006 
highlighted that the potential impacts of proposed development on the World Heritage 
site (Tower of London and Westminster) had been taken seriously during all planning 
applications, in particular for their setting; interpreted the Vienna Memorandum (2005) as 
highlighting that change was inevitable and that the significance of London lay in the fact 
of constant change and redevelopment, and further pointed out the improvements of 
living conditions and quality of life. 

 
Continuing, it informed the Committee of a letter from the Department for Culture, 
Media and Sport dated 27 June 2006 in which: (1) referring to the draft Decision, the 
State Party assured the Committee of its full cooperation with the proposed monitoring 
mission to take place immediately after the Committee. However, the State Party 
believed it was essential that all organizations and stakeholders with a role to play in the 
management of the property and in future development plans were able to take part; 
(2) the State Party confirmed that it expected the final version of the View Management 
Framework to be published in summer 2006; (3) the State Party set out its understanding 
that the draft Decision meant that in-danger listing was a future possibility, and that as 
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such any move to put the Tower on the List of World Heritage in Danger before a 
mission had taken place would be counter-productive. 
 
The Rapporteur informed the Committee that he had received proposed amendments 
from the Delegations of Canada, Mauritius and the United States of America. The first of 
them, from the Delegation of Canada, proposed modifying paragraph 3 of the draft 
Decision to focus solely on the Tower of London. 
 
The Delegation of India recalled that, when the property had been discussed by the 29th 
session, it had been accepted that that the high-rise buildings would affect the property in 
its entirety. The proposed amendment was therefore unacceptable. 
 
The Delegation of Canada withdrew its proposal. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America proposed deleting “Deeply” from the 
beginning of paragraph 5 and explained to the Delegation of the Netherlands that it 
believed that in the light of the letter from the State Party, the existing language was too 
strong. 
 
The Rapporteur read out the proposed amendment to paragraph 6 it had received from 
the Delegation of Mauritius, and an alternative proposal from the Delegation of the 
United States of America. 
 
The Delegation of India opposed both proposals.  
 
The Delegation of the United States of America asked the Rapporteur to read out the 
new paragraph 7.  
 
The Rapporteur did so and noted the consequential number changes. 
 
The Delegation of India reiterated its opposition to the proposals. 
 
The Delegation of Norway observed that it had two concerns. It was imperative that a 
mission take place as soon as possible and that that urgency be incorporated into the 
decision. It further urged that the emboldened text be retained in paragraph 6. It was a 
very serious case and the deadline must be 2007. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America withdrew its proposal but insisted that 
at future sessions there should be no move to place a property on the danger list in 
advance of a monitoring mission. To do so was premature. 
 
The Delegation of Mauritius withdrew its proposed amendment in the light of the 
comments by the Delegation of Norway.  
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The Delegation of Israel supported the comments made by the Delegation of the United 
States of America and requested that a reference to the Vienna Memorandum (2005) be 
inserted into paragraph 6.  
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands expressed serious concerns. It was a serious case 
which under many circumstances would lead to immediate inscription on the List of 
World Heritage in Danger and possible deletion from the World Heritage List. There was 
no statement of significance or authenticity and it was clear that the proposed 
construction would affect the views of St Paul’s and Tower Bridge, with a risk that they 
become ‘Disneyland-like’. The Committee should not be afraid and should reflect on the 
line it had adopted with other similar issues, for example Cologne Cathedral.  
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.74 adopted as amended. 
 
 
Butrint (Albania) (C 570 bis) 
 
The World Heritage Centre informed the Committee that it had received a letter on 16 
May 2006 from the Minister of Culture of the State Party inviting the mission to the 
property in 2007. A second letter from the site manager had been sent on 15 June 2006. 
The State Party had informed the World Heritage Centre that a new ticket office with a 
secure sales area had been installed. It had also informed the World Heritage Centre that 
it was awaiting a loan of USD 80,000 from the World Bank for work on the management 
plan. That was relevant to the draft Decision. 
 
The Rapporteur said that there had been no proposals for amendment to the draft 
Decision.  
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.75 adopted. 
 
 
City of Graz – Historic Centre (Austria) (C 931) 
 
The World Heritage Centre informed the Committee about a letter dated 27 June 2006 
from the city authorities which reported that: (i) a management plan and master plan for 
the World Heritage property would be finalized at the beginning of 2007; it would also 
take into account the proposed extension of Eggenberg; (ii) the contemporary re-design 
of the Kastner & Öhler department store was considered a necessary development for the 
city following the logic of continuity; (iii) the criteria for reviewing height of the 
superstructures, width, material, etc. of the building project would be discussed by the 
city authorities and international experts (also mission members) at a meeting in 
September 2006.  
 
The Rapporteur read out an amendment to paragraph 5 proposed by the Delegation of 
Canada. 
 



Draft Summary Record of the 30th session (Vilnius, 2006)  WHC-06/30.COM/INF.19,  p. 135  
Projet de Résumé des interventions de la 30e session (Vilnius, 2006) 

The Delegation of Spain asked for clarification from the World Heritage Centre as to 
why the mission undertaken had not been mentioned in the draft Decision. 
 
The World Heritage Centre confirmed that a mission had taken place in 2005 and that 
no other was foreseen. The city had informed the World Heritage Centre of its intention 
to host a meeting with international experts in September 2006. 
 
The Delegation of Norway asked if the State Party could be invited to comment. 
 
The Observer Delegation of Austria recalled that it and the department store concerned 
wished to find a high-quality solution and expressed its wish for an expert mission to 
advise the next steps.  
 
The World Heritage Centre observed that, as it would not be a reactive monitoring 
mission, it should not be financed from the World Heritage Fund. Furthermore, it did not 
believe that a mission was necessary – one had taken place in 2005 and clear written 
advice had been provided. 
 
The Delegation of Canada withdrew its proposal on the basis of the information 
provided. 
 
The Delegation of Israel observed that it was not the first time that the Committee had 
had to address problems arising from international competitions. It believed that the 
Committee should issue a statement and agreed to prepare a draft for the Rapporteur. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.76 adopted as amended. 
 
 
Dresden Elbe Valley (Germany) (C 1156)  
 
The World Heritage Centre recalled that the State Party had provided all Committee 
members with information published by the City of Dresden under cover of a letter dated 
26 June 2006. 
 
The ICOMOS evaluation of the situation and Visual Impact Study (VIS) received on 
28 June 2006 stated that the construction of a bridge would place a threat to the cultural 
landscape of the site.  Moreover, the bridge did not respect the legal framework set by 
European Union concerning noise protection and air protection.  The World Heritage 
Centre informed the Committee that it had learned on 10 July 2006 that the City of 
Dresden would hold an extraordinary meeting on 19 July 2006 to take final decisions 
about granting the building concession for the traffic axis of Waldschloesschen Bridge in 
order to proceed with the construction of the bridge. 
  
Noting the complexity of the case, the Chairperson invited the Rapporteur to read out 
the amendments that had been submitted.  
 



Draft Summary Record of the 30th session (Vilnius, 2006)  WHC-06/30.COM/INF.19,  p. 136  
Projet de Résumé des interventions de la 30e session (Vilnius, 2006) 

The Delegation of the United States of America regretted that as a result of bad 
communication or misinformation the Committee had not been aware of the bridge at the 
time of inscription in 2004. In the light of the conflicting information it had received 
about what the voters had been told, it wished to hear from the State Party its views on 
the possibility of danger listing. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya concurred. It appeared to be another case demonstrating the 
conflict between conservation and development. However, recent case history showed 
that it was possible to effect change and stop inappropriate construction. The Committee 
should consider issuing a statement clarifying what could and could not be done.  
 
ICOMOS recalled that the city was planning to make its final decision on 19 July 2006.  
 
Noting that the Committee had to decide that day, the Chairperson invited the State 
Party to take the floor.  
 
The Observer Delegation of Germany observed that the case of Cologne Cathedral 
demonstrated the seriousness with which it approached heritage conservation. It regretted 
that ICOMOS had not presented all relevant information at the time of the original 
application. The representative of the Mayor of Dresden took the floor to read out a 
statement saying that the bridge was intended to benefit the city and that ICOMOS had 
seen no conflict between the proposed bridge and the application. The city was willing to 
consider introducing measures to restrict heavy traffic on the bridge.  
 
The Chairperson asked the State Party if it would agree to danger listing.  
 
In reply, the Observer Delegation of Germany said that it could not give an answer 
pending consultations with the relevant authorities.  
 
The Delegation of Norway observed that it was a very serious case. Paragraph 6 of the 
draft Decision clearly stated that the construction of the bridge would “irreversibly 
damage the values and integrity of the property”. In other words, if the bridge were 
constructed, the property should no longer be included in the World Heritage List. It 
proposed adding new text to paragraph 8 of the draft Decision to flag the possibility of 
deletion from the List if the plans were carried through. 
 
The Chairperson invited further comments. 
 
The Delegation of India said it had no difficulty with the Delegation of Norway’s 
proposal if the outstanding universal value was irreversibly lost and sought clarification 
from ICOMOS as to why the proposed bridge had not been brought to the Committee’s 
attention at the time of inscription. 
 
ICOMOS said that the idea of a bridge had been discussed at various times since the 
nineteenth century but had always been dropped because of the impact on the valley. The 
Operational Guidelines required that major construction should be notified during the 
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nomination process – but in the case under consideration, no crystallized plans had 
existed at the relevant time. 
 
The Chairperson invited further comments on possible de-listing.  
 
The Delegation of Norway clarified that it had proposed considering de-listing in 2007. 
 
The Delegation of Israel sought clarification on Norway’s proposal. 
 
The Chairperson observed an emerging consensus. 
 
La délégation de la Tunisie exprime sa perplexité vis-à-vis du projet de décision tel que 
présenté. Elle considère en outre qu’une seule mission de suivi réactif ne suffirait sans 
doute pas pour déterminer d’une façon définitive si la valeur du bien pourrait se dégrader 
de manière irréversible au cas où le projet du pont serait réalisé. Il faudrait au contraire 
privilégier un regard plus flexible afin de permettre à l’Etat partie de poursuivre la 
réflexion. 
 
The Chairperson reminded the Committee that the city would make its final decision on 
19 July 2006 – there was no time for a mission. 
 
The Delegation of Japan shared the concerns that had been expressed but observed that 
de-listing was a drastic step. It urged due process and prudence. 
 
The Delegation of Canada said it had listened with interest to the Mayor’s statement. It 
was clear that the community wanted to make a choice. But the Committee also had a 
choice. Paragraph 179 of the Operational Guidelines defined potential danger. The 
Committee had a duty to recognize its responsibility. It supported the proposal of the 
Delegation of Norway. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America sought clarification of what was being 
proposed in the draft Decision.  
 
The Rapporteur explained that the proposal sought to inscribe the property on the List of 
World Heritage in Danger and to consider, in a prudent manner, deleting it from the 
World Heritage List at the 31st session if the plans were carried through. 
 
The Delegation of Norway indicated its consent. 
 
La délégation de Madagascar exprime sa préoccupation à l’égard du projet de décision 
et demande si les conséquences entraînées par la réalisation du projet pourraient affecter 
de manière irréversible la valeur du bien et, en cas de réponse affirmative, dans quelle 
mesure. 
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The Delegation of the Netherlands said it was extremely concerned about the proposed 
bridge. It noted some contradictions with the Committee’s decision on the Tower of 
London.  
 
The Delegation of Peru recalled that the inscription of a property on the List of World 
Heritage in Danger required the previous agreement of the State Party concerned. It then 
suggested that the procedure to be followed by the Committee – in the specific case under 
consideration as well in other similar cases of conflict between development and 
protection of World Heritage properties – was to give a warning message to the State 
Party by indicating the possibility of inscribing the property on the List of World 
Heritage in Danger should the State Party decided to insist on the execution of the 
project, bearing in mind the possible deletion of the property from the World Heritage 
List as an extreme measure. It further said that if that was the perspective inspiring the 
amendment proposed by Norway, it would certainly support it. 
 
The Chairperson informed the Committee that there were precedents for inscription on 
the List of World Heritage in Danger without State Party consent.  
 
The Delegation of Norway confirmed its intentions for the benefit of the Delegation of 
Peru. The issue of the conflict between heritage and economy would undoubtedly recur 
but the Committee had a clear duty to protect the heritage. The difference between the 
case under review and London was that, for London, more information was needed. But 
in the case now before the Committee it was clear that, if the work was carried out, the 
outstanding universal value would be lost. The State Party had to choose between the 
bridge and World Heritage status. The Committee had no other option. It had no 
objections to softening the language provided the intention remained clear.  
 
La délégation de la Tunisie rappelle que l’Etat partie a démontré comment le pont 
pourrait aussi servir pour donner une plus ample possibilité à la population de mieux 
apprécier la valeur du bien. 
 
La délégation du Bénin exprime son accord pour que le Comité envoie un message fort et 
sans équivoque à l’Etat partie et à la population locale qui soutient la construction du 
pont et soutient la proposition avancée par la Norvège.  
 
La délégation du Maroc demande d’entendre la position de l’Allemagne au sujet de 
l’amendement proposé par la Norvège. 
 
The Chairperson invited the State Party to comment. 
 
The Observer Delegation of Germany said it had mixed feelings but could not give a 
definitive view pending consultation with the relevant parties.  
 
The Chairperson informed the Committee that four properties had been inscribed on the 
List of World Heritage in Danger without State Party consent: Manas in 1992; Sangay in 
1992; Ichkeul in 1996; and Simien National Park in 1996.  
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The Observer Delegation of Germany said that it would report to the city council on the 
seriousness of the position. 
 
The Delegation of Israel believed that in the light of the comments by the State Party the 
proposed amendment of the Delegation of Norway should be adopted. There were 
differences between the case under review and the Tower of London because the Dresden 
Elbe Valley had been inscribed as a cultural landscape. 
 
The Delegation of India agreed with both of those points. The Delegation of Norway’s 
proposal would send out a strong message. If that helped maintain the outstanding 
universal value the Committee would have achieved its objectives. It also agreed with the 
Delegation of Tunisia that it would be important for the Committee to have a debate on 
the tensions between heritage and development. 
 
The Delegation of Peru fully supported the amendment proposed by the Delegation of 
Norway which would certainly convey a strong message to the State Party, in a 
perspective of helping it in resolving the contrast that seemed to exist within the State 
Party itself between the federal administration and the local community. 
 
The Delegation of New Zealand expressed its full support for the Delegation of 
Norway’s proposal and its belief that the credibility of the Committee and of the 
Convention were at stake. 
 
The Observer Delegation of Germany took the floor to state that its previous comments 
did not imply conflict between the State Party and the City of Dresden. There had simply 
not been sufficient time for proper consultations with all concerned.  
 
The Delegation of Kenya said that, although it was a good friend of Germany, it had to 
be guided by the Convention and the Operational Guidelines. It therefore supported 
Norway. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands concurred. 
 
The Delegation of Chile supported the amendment proposed by the Delegation of 
Norway but agreed with Israel in recalling that the property was inscribed as a cultural 
landscape and, in that regard, asked ICOMOS to confirm that the property would be 
wholly compromised under the perspective of cultural landscapes. 
 
The Delegation of Cuba stressed that the proposal put forward by the Delegation of 
Norway mentioned the possibility of removing the property from the World Heritage List 
as the value of the property would be totally and irremediably compromised and not 
simply affected should the bridge be constructed. In that connection, it asked ICOMOS or 
the World Heritage Centre to clarify if they agreed with the amendment proposed by the 
Delegation of Norway. 
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The Chairperson noted that the ICOMOS position was set out in the draft Decision. 
 
The World Heritage Centre confirmed that the property had been inscribed as a 
continuing cultural landscape. The Visual Impact Study undertaken by the State Party 
made it clear that the bridge would compromise the values for which it had been 
inscribed. 
 
The Chairperson sought confirmation of consensus from the Committee 
 
La délégation de la Tunisie affirme que les images du bien montrant l’impact visuel du 
pont ne sont pas convaincantes car elles ont été prises à des saisons différentes par 
rapport à celles du bien dans son état actuel. 
 
The Chairperson said she took it that the Delegation of Tunisia agreed.  
 
The Delegation of Japan also indicated its assent but asked that its concerns about the 
speed with which the process was moving be recorded. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America requested that its concerns about 
inscribing a property on the List of World Heritage in Danger be recorded. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.77 adopted as amended. 
 
 

Mr. Van der Ploeg (Netherlands) took the Chair. 
 

 
Historic Centre of Saint Petersburg (Russian Federation) (C 540) 

 
The World Heritage Centre explained that the report of the joint UNESCO-ICOMOS 
mission to St. Petersburg had been sent to the State Party for comments on 26 May 2006.  
No additional information or comment had been provided by the authorities.  
 
Following the UNESCO-ICOMOS mission, the national authorities had requested 
International Assistance for the organization of a regional seminar “Scientific and 
Technical Challenges for the Management and Conservation of Historic Centres of 
Towns inscribed on the World Heritage List”  
 
ICOMOS confirmed that the reduction by 10 metres of the height of the proposed new 
Mariinsky Theatre would mean there would be no impact on the cityscape except in the 
immediate vicinity. 
 
The Chairperson noted that no amendments to the draft Decision had been submitted.  
 
The Delegation of Israel read out its proposed statement regarding international 
architectural competitions.  
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La délégation du Bénin demande pourquoi le projet de décision dans son paragraphe 2 
prévoit que le Comité prenne « note de l’initiative de l’Etat partie d’inviter la mission 
conjointe Centre du patrimoine mondial/ICOMOS du 2 au 7 février 2006 » et propose de 
modifier le paragraphe de façon à que le Comité se limite à prendre note de la mission 
entreprise. 
 
The Rapporteur confirmed he would amend the text to reflect the fact that the mission 
had taken place. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.78 adopted as amended. 
 
 
Old Town of Ávila with its Extra-Muros Churches (Spain) (C 348 Rev.) 
 
The World Heritage Centre said that the ICOMOS review of its report had come to the 
same conclusion as the previous year, and stated that the redesign of the Plaza Santa 
Teresa did not impact negatively on the outstanding universal value. However, the 
building design and volume were not appropriate. 
 
Detailed maps had been submitted by the State Party but without specific indication of 
what should be considered as the buffer zone. The draft Decision therefore requested the 
State Party to provide such a map. 
 
No amendments having been submitted, the Chairperson invited contributions from the 
floor.  
 
The Delegation of Kenya asked that “carefully” be removed from paragraph 6 of the 
draft Decision, as it was redundant.  
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.79 adopted as amended. 
 
 
Madriu - Perafita - Claror Valley (Andorra) (C 1160) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.80 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Historic Centre of Český Krumlov (Czech Republic) (C 617) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.83 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Curonian Spit (Lithuania/Russian Federation) (C 994)   
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.87 adopted without discussion. 
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Cultural Landscape of Sintra (Portugal) (C 723) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.89 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Old Town of Segovia and its Aqueduct (Spain) (C 311 Rev.) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.91 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Old City of Salamanca (Spain) (C 381 Rev.) 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.92 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Liverpool – Maritime Mercantile City (United Kingdom) (C 1150)  
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.93 adopted without discussion. 
 
 
Palace and Gardens of Schönbrunn (Austria) (C 786) 
 
The World Heritage Centre informed the Committee that the mission of March 2006 
had concluded that the Kometgründe project should be revised and advised reducing the 
height to a maximum of 60m. 
 
The City of Vienna’s comments on the joint mission report had been received on 16 June 
2006. They confirmed the tower would be reduced by 50% to a maximum height of 60m, 
offered clarification regarding changes to the land-use plan, and reinforced Vienna’s 
viewpoint in favour of the high-rise concept as a development need of a modern city. 
 
The Rapporteur read out an amendment to paragraph 5 proposed by the Delegation of 
the Netherlands. 
 
Replying to a question from the Delegation of New Zealand, the Delegation of the 
Netherlands recalled that, as the City of Vienna had adopted the high-rise concept in 
2002 it wished to include a reference to it in the draft Decision. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.81 adopted as amended. 
 
 
Old Bridge Area of the Old City of Mostar (Bosnia and Herzegovina) (C 946 Rev.) 
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The World Heritage Centre explained that a mission had taken place from 21 to 24 June 
2006 and a mission report had been sent to the World Heritage Centre. 
 
The main findings of the mission were the following: It had found a monumental 
reversion of values: the original hotel Ruza (architect Ugljen) had been an integral part of 
the morphology and “townscape” of Mostar. The new hotel put the whole centre of 
Mostar in its shadow, and presented itself as the new focal point. The mission considered 
the situation to be a real threat for the city of Mostar.   
 
The mission concluded: that the current hotel construction project was not in compliance 
with the 1972 World Heritage Convention and the integrity and authenticity of the World 
Heritage property; that the Federal Minister of Physical Planning and the Mayor of 
Mostar should be encouraged to find a feasible solution for that complex situation, in 
particular to halt the current project, review the plans and find alternative solutions in line 
with the principles indicated by Prof. Zlatko Ugljen; that the master plan and the 
management plan adopted for the World Heritage property of the Old Bridge area of the 
Old City of Mostar should be fully respected.  
 
That was taken into account in the revised draft Decision. 
 
The Delegation of India requested clarification from the State Party. 
 
The Delegation of Israel recalled the discussions that had taken place at the time of the 
property’s inscription. While it had been proposed under two criteria the property had 
only been inscribed under criterion (vi). As such the central question had to be whether 
the authenticity of criteria was affected by the building. 
 
The Observer Delegation of Bosnia and Herzegovina expressed its thanks to the mission 
and informed the Committee that the Mayor had immediately halted further construction 
at the hotel Ruza. It awaited further guidance from the Committee. 
 
La délégation du Maroc observe que l’image montrée est datée de mai 2006 : à cet égard, 
elle demande comment est-t-il possible qu’un bâtiment de 4 étages ait pu être bâti aussi 
rapidement sans que l’UNESCO, qui suit de près le site depuis bien longtemps, s’en 
rende compte plus tôt. 
 
The World Heritage Centre explained that, while there had been close involvement 
between the UNESCO Office in Venice and the City of Mostar, it had been unaware of 
the building prior to the visit by the then UNESCO Assistant Director-General for 
Culture, Mr Mounir Bouchenaki, for the inscription ceremony, who had immediately 
informed the World Heritage Centre.  
 
The Observer Delegation of Bosnia and Herzegovina explained that the new floor had 
been added extremely quickly. It expressed its gratitude to Mr Bouchenaki and promised 
that the issue would be resolved by the City and State Party together. 
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The Director-General of ICCROM, Mr Bouchenaki, explained that, while the building 
had been present for a long period, the inauguration of the bridge in 2004 seemed to have 
precipitated a construction boom. He confirmed that he had seen it for the first time in 
August 2005. On doing so he had immediately contacted the President of the State Party 
and requested a meeting with the Mayor. That meeting had been followed up with a letter 
saying that a building of that height was unacceptable and requesting an urgent expert 
mission. 
 
The Chairperson observed that the Committee was clearly concerned about the situation 
and requested speakers to focus on the draft Decision. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America asked whether the hotel was within the 
boundaries of the inscribed site. 
 
The Director-General of ICCROM, Mr Bouchenaki, explained that it was not the case. 
 
The Delegation of India asked for clarification of the point raised by the Delegation of 
Israel. 
 
ICOMOS confirmed that the site had been proposed for inscription under more than one 
criterion and confirmed that issues of authenticity still applied for criterion (vi). 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America observed that, in the light of that 
statement, the Committee’s responsibility lay in ensuring the authenticity of the inscribed 
site, not the area outside it. 
 
The Chairperson asked whether it considered that affected the decision.  
 
The Delegation of the United States of America said it did not. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya requested that the decision be amended to include guidance to 
prevent such mistakes being replicated in future. It recalled that it was a site that had 
provoked strong emotions at the time of inscription and it was therefore incumbent on the 
Committee to do all it could to maintain that unity between the parties. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.82 adopted as amended. 
 
 
Historic Centre (Old Town) of Tallinn (Estonia) (C 822) 
 
The World Heritage Centre explained that an international expert mission of December 
2005 had reviewed a number of issues including the proposed extension to the Viru 
Hotel. 
 
In June 2006, the World Heritage Centre had received information about the construction 
of a series of individual houses being planned in the north-western area of the town wall 
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between the streets Suurtüki and Rannamäe, in the vicinity of the core zone of the World 
Heritage site – and that the State Court had acquitted the construction company RESTOR 
of its suit against the Tallinn city authorities concerning the construction rights next to the 
Margarethe Wall.  Yet the planned buildings would obstruct not only part of the 13th 
century town wall, but also a number of its bastions.  That information had subsequently 
been confirmed by an e-mail on 5 July 2006 from the Estonian National Commission.   
 
The Delegation of Norway expressed its concern about he developments around the town 
walls. 
 
The World Heritage Centre recalled that a mission had taken place in 2005 and that the 
new information had come from the State Party itself. At the request of the Delegation of 
Israel, it pointed out the precise location of the new houses to the Committee. The new 
information did not affect the draft Decision.  
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.84 adopted. 
 
 
Vilnius Historic Centre (Lithuania) (C 541) 
 
The World Heritage Centre reported that a joint letter from representatives of several 
NGOs, local communities and individuals, addressed to the World Heritage Committee 
members and the Director of the World Heritage Centre had been received at the Centre 
on 28 June 2006.  The NGOs expressed their deep concern about the poor state of 
conservation of the property, the impact of new developments (high-rise buildings in the 
buffer zone), losses of archaeological remains and changes to the historic urban fabric.  
 
A second letter of appeal from representatives of several NGOs, local communities and 
individuals had been received by the World Heritage Centre on 3 July 2006, highlighting 
concerns about the destruction of the cinema theatre “Lietuva” situated in the core zone. 
The World Heritage Centre had transmitted that information to the State Party and 
ICOMOS. 
 
The World Heritage Centre had attended a meeting on 7 July 2006 in Vilnius with a 
number of NGOs on the state of conservation of Vilnius. The NGOs had sent letters to 
members of the Committee and to UNESCO requesting danger listing of Vilnius for the 
following key issues: lack of consultation of the authorities with NGOs and local groups 
in town planning; skyscraper development, in particular in the “green belt” around the old 
town; lack of implementation of legal protection and coordination between the different 
institutions; problems with investors, inappropriate reconstructions, demolishing of 
buildings and general lack of awareness about World Heritage obligations. 
 
The meeting had taken place in a very constructive atmosphere and the different groups 
were assured that their concerns would be taken into account by the Committee. 
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La délégation du Maroc observe que l’image montrée pendant la présentation orale du 
rapport ne fait que confirmer les inquiétudes que les membres du Comité ont ressenties 
lors de leur visite à Vilnius lors de la présente session du Comité à propos de l’impact de 
la tour sur le paysage de la ville. Elle demande en outre la date à laquelle les travaux de la 
tour ont commencé. 
 
The Delegation of Lithuania said that a meeting the previous year had confirmed that the 
construction had begun in 2003-2004. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.86 adopted. 
 
 
City of Vicenza and the Palladian Villas of the Veneto (Italy) (C 712 bis) 
 
The World Heritage Centre explained that a one-day joint World Heritage Centre – 
ICOMOS mission to the Villa Saraceno had taken place on 24 June 2006. 
 
The mission had discussed the impacts of the proposed highway on the Villa Saraceno 
and its landscape with the owner of the premises, the United Kingdom-based Landmark 
Trust, and with the representatives of Italia Nostra, a national cultural heritage protection 
NGO that had opposed the project since its inception in the 1970s. The mission had been 
informed of the current state of implementation of the overall project and of the concerns 
existing on the impacts on the Villa and its landscape.  
 
The problem could be seen at three levels: (a) the direct impacts on the World Heritage 
property: the direct impacts had been mitigated by the changes in the location of the 
highway (now at about 800-900 metres from the borders of the property) and by the 
lowering of the level of the highway. However, no buffer zone had yet been established 
to protect the property and its environmental integrity, already exposed to nearby 
industrial constructions. The mission had been informed that a management plan for all 
the components of the World Heritage site was being prepared by the regional authorities, 
but it was not yet in force; (b) the direct impacts on the landscape associated to the Villa: 
like every Palladian villa in the Veneto Region, the Villa Saraceno had been designed by 
the architect with a specific association with its landscape. The landscape and the Villa 
formed one spatial system, linked through a skilful illusionist relationship. The 
construction of the highway would certainly affect the balance of the historic landscape; 
(c) the impact on the area located between the two protected hill chains (Monti Berici and 
Colli Euganei) that characterized the regional landscape. While the plain between the two 
hill chains was not a protected area, there were several examples of historic villas of 
different periods, some of which were of great local significance. The new highway 
would certainly affect the quality of their environment. Therefore it would have been 
desirable to weigh the merits of the new infrastructure against its cultural and 
environmental impacts. 
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The Delegation of Israel observed that, while the architectural importance of Palladio 
was undisputed, context was also important. It sought clarification about how the road 
affected the buffer zones. 
 
ICOMOS stated that the impact was considerable in terms of both the buffer zone and 
the setting. 
 
The Delegation of Israel sought clarification on whether that was reflected in the draft 
Decision. 
 
The World Heritage Centre referred the Committee to paragraph 7 which requested the 
State Party to establish buffer zones for all villas included in the property. 
 
The Delegation of Israel agreed to make a specific proposal. 
 
Pending that proposal, the Chairperson said she took it that the Committee wished to 
suspend the debate on the item. 
 
 
Auschwitz Concentration Camp (Poland) (C 31) 
 
The World Heritage Centre said that the State Party had provided information on 
25 April 2006 indicating that the second stage of works on the management plan had 
been concluded on 31 March 2006. A further letter, dated 2 June 2006, had pointed out 
that the draft plan had been presented to the Steering Committee members and discussed 
at the Steering Committee meeting on 30 May 2006. The national authority had informed 
the World Heritage Centre that the discussion revealed the need urgently to adopt new 
methods of work on the project. The national authority had underlined that the priority 
issue was that of including international experts into the process of producing the plan. 
The national authority had pointed that all remarks of the Steering Committee would be 
sent to the author of the management plan. 
 
By a letter dated 28 June 2006, the State Party had requested changing paragraph 5 of the 
draft Decision to add “elaborated with involvement of the international experts”. 
 
The Rapporteur noted an amendment to paragraph 5 proposed by the Delegation of 
Israel. 
 
The Delegation of Mauritius pointed out that paragraph 4 seemed to be at odds with 
paragraph 3. 
 
The World Heritage Centre explained that the decision responded to the requirements 
agreed upon at the 29th session of the Committee.  
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.88 adopted as amended. 
 



Draft Summary Record of the 30th session (Vilnius, 2006)  WHC-06/30.COM/INF.19,  p. 148  
Projet de Résumé des interventions de la 30e session (Vilnius, 2006) 

 
Maya Site of Copan (Honduras) (C 120) (continued) 
 
The Chairperson reopened the debate on draft Decision regarding the Maya Site of 
Copan (Honduras) (C 120). 
 
The Rapporteur read out the proposed amendments.  
 
The Delegation of Kenya requested confirmation that paragraph 4 prohibited 
construction in order to avoid ambiguity. If it did not, then an alternative should be found.  
 
The Delegation of Chile pointed out that the Government of Honduras had pledged not to 
build the airport mentioned in the report and in the draft Decision, even if some 
information received appeared to give evidence of the contrary. It therefore suggested 
adding the word “possible” in paragraph 4 of the draft Decision, so that it would read “for 
the Rio Amarillo airport facility’s possible construction”. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America informed the Committee that its 
National Park Service had sent an expert mission to assist with the site selection and 
confirmed that that had been the recommended site.  
 
The Delegation of Kenya commented that governments sometimes needed backing with 
strong words.  
 
The Rapporteur read out the amendments he had received. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya read out the text of two paragraphs in draft 
Decision 30 COM 7B.95 Rev. 
  
The Chairperson asked the Delegation of Chile if it agreed with the proposed 
amendment. 
 
The Delegation of Chile said it shared the concerns expressed by Kenya but recalled the 
assurances given by the Government of Honduras about its determination not to build the 
airport. Even if the representative of the State Party was not present in the room, it invited 
the Committee to take into account the commitment shown by Honduras and it therefore 
reiterated its proposal to amend the draft Decision by inserting “possible” before 
“construction”. 
 
In response to a question by the Chairperson, the Delegation of Kenya confirmed that it 
could accept the addition of the word “possible” provided the spirit of the amendment 
was unaffected. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.95 adopted as amended. 
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City of Vicenza and the Palladian Villas of the Veneto (C 712 bis) (continued) 
 
The Chairperson re-opened the debate on draft Decision 30 COM 7B.85. 
 
The Delegation of Israel proposed an amendment to paragraph 7 of the draft Decision. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.85 adopted as amended.  
 
The Chairperson noted that that concluded consideration of agenda item 7B. 
 
 

The meeting rose at 07.15 p.m. 
 

 
Partnership event: “How tourism can help conservation”.  
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FOURTH DAY – WEDNESDAY 12 JULY 2006 

SEVENTH MEETING 

09.00 a.m. - 01.00 p.m. 
 

Chairperson: Ms Ina MARCIULIONYTE 
 

(followed by the Netherlands) 
 
 

TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OF THE VICTIMS OF THE BOMBING IN 
MUMBAI (INDIA) 
 
The Chairperson asked all participants to stand in silence in tribute to the memory of the 
victims of the bombing in Mumbai. 
 
The Committee observed one minute’s silence in tribute to the memory of the victims. 
 

ITEM 7 EXAMINATION OF THE STATE OF CONSERVATION OF 
WORLD HERITAGE PROPERTIES (continued) 

ITEM 7A STATE OF CONSERVATION OF THE PROPERTIES INSCRIBED 
ON THE LIST OF WORLD HERITAGE IN DANGER (continued) 

 
Documents:  WHC-06/30.COM/7A 
 WHC-06/30.COM/7A.Add 
Decisions:  30 COM 7A.1 to 7A.34 
 
The Chairperson said that the meeting would start with the pending draft Decisions from 
the documents relating to the List of World Heritage in Danger. 
 
 
Old City of Jerusalem and its Walls (Site proposed by Jordan) (C 148 Rev.) 
(continued) 
 
The Chairperson introduced the item, noting that the revised version of the draft 
Decision had been agreed upon by all concerned parties. She therefore took it that the 
decision could be adopted without discussion. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.34 adopted as amended. 
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Tipasa (Algeria) (C 193) (continued) 
 
The Chairperson invited the Committee to resume its consideration of the item and 
explained that an amendment had been prepared by the Delegation of the Netherlands 
and that it was being presented by the Bureau. She requested the Rapporteur to read it 
out. 
 
The Rapporteur read out the draft Decision as amended. The decision reflected the 
Committee’s decision to remove the site from the List of World Heritage in Danger, and 
to re-inscribe it at the 31st session if the conditions required were not met. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.18 adopted as amended. 
 
The Delegation of Norway expressed its regrets about the process that had resulted in the 
site’s removal and expressed its belief that when benchmarks were set for removal of a 
property from the List of World Heritage in Danger, those benchmarks should be met 
before removal of the property from the List. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands supported the statement by the Delegation of 
Norway. 
 
 

ITEM 8 ESTABLISHMENT OF THE WORLD HERITAGE LIST AND THE 
LIST OF WORLD HERITAGE IN DANGER 

 

ITEM 8A TENTATIVE LISTS OF STATES PARTIES SUBMITTED AS OF 20 
APRIL 2006 IN CONFORMITY WITH THE OPERATIONAL 
GUIDELINES 

 
Document:  WHC-06/30.COM/8A.Rev 
Decision:  30 COM 8A 
 
The Chairperson introduced item 8A, referring the Committee to document WHC-
06/30.COM/8A.Rev. 
 
The Delegation of Norway said that it considered the Tentative Lists to be a very 
important exercise and that it was ready to revisit them. It noted that 51 properties on the 
updated list were from Africa, which demonstrated that the Global Strategy was effective. 
It now remained to undertake capacity-building to ensure that those sites were not 
inscribed on the List of World Heritage in Danger. The Africa Fund should be of great 
assistance in that regard. The Delegation added it was now in a position to announce that 
the Government of Norway had pledged the amount of 3 million Norwegian crowns 
(approximately equivalent to $500,000) to that fund. 
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The Delegation of Israel concurred with the comments made by the Delegation of 
Norway, noting the potential for better dialogue for the implementation of the Global 
Strategy that would help correct shortcomings and allow for the development of national 
policies. 
 
The Rapporteur requested that the name of the country, the name of the site and its 
number be clearly recorded on the forms submitted. 
 
Referring to draft Decision 30 COM 8A, he said that further to the recommendations of 
the Kazan meeting the Committee requested the Secretariat, in consultation with the 
advisory bodies, to propose an enlarged format to include: (a) an initial evaluation by the 
Advisory Bodies to guide the States Parties in the preparation of a nomination; (b) an 
evaluation of the Global Strategy by the Advisory Bodies to inform States Parties of 
possible comparative analysis in preparation of a statement of Outstanding Universal 
Value; (c) encouragement to the States Parties to develop feasibility studies and to 
develop national inventories; (d) encouragement to States Parties without Tentative Lists 
to develop them. 
 
The Delegation of Japan said that it had no difficulty in going along with those 
recommendations but that Tentative Lists were different from country to country and 
should reflect the specificities of the country producing them. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya stated that the Delegation of Norway’s contribution reflected 
the Norwegian spirit, which was to be commended, and that if strict adherence to the 
Global Strategy was followed, the statement of Outstanding Universal Value would truly 
become universal so that the good work could continue. 
 
The Delegation of Canada thanked the Delegation of Norway for its contribution and 
statements.  It stated that the Delegation of Israel’s amendment had financial implications 
for the Advisory Bodies and seemed rather complicated.  It asked that the decision not be 
adopted right away, but asked if it could be printed and studied by the Committee. 
 
The Delegation of India agreed with the Delegation of Canada that the amendment 
should be studied before being adopted. 
 
The Chairperson suggested that draft Decision 30 COM 8A should be left in abeyance.  
 
 
 
ITEM 8B  NOMINATIONS OF PROPERTIES TO THE WORLD 
 HERITAGE LIST 
 
Documents:  WHC-06/30.COM/8B 
 WHC-06/30.COM/8B Add 
 WHC-06/30.COM/INF.8B.4 
Decisions:  30 COM 8B.1 to 8B.58 



Draft Summary Record of the 30th session (Vilnius, 2006)  WHC-06/30.COM/INF.19,  p. 153  
Projet de Résumé des interventions de la 30e session (Vilnius, 2006) 

 
 
I. Changes to names of properties inscribed on the World Heritage List 
 
The Chairperson introduced item 8B, referring to the letters pointing out factual errors 
received from Azerbaijan, Burkina Faso, France, Gabon, Israel, Morocco, Mauritius and 
the United Kingdom. The Advisory Bodies would present the sites concerned and focus 
on the factual errors.  
 
The World Heritage Centre drew attention to the working document containing the 
proposed name changes, and to the relevant draft Decisions. It read out the list of 
countries and sites which had requested name changes. 
 
The Observer Delegation of Thailand said that it wished to make it clear that for draft 
Decision 30 COM 8B.14 on the list, it was not requesting a name change for Ayutthaya, 
but rather a correction of a typing error that had been made at the time of inscription.  
 
The World Heritage Centre stated that that was indeed a matter of factual error and that 
there was no need to carry it further. 
 
The Chairperson announced that it would be removed from the list as it was not a name 
change. 
 
Subject to that removal, the Chairperson declared Decisions 30 COM 8B.1 to 30 COM 
8B.20 adopted. 
 
 
II. Examination of nominations of natural, mixed and cultural properties to the 

World Heritage List 
 
The Chairperson noted that the Committee would adopt 33 decisions on new 
nominations during the day and would begin with consideration of the natural and mixed 
properties in the Arab States. She further noted that the difference between referral and 
deferral should be clarified and gave the floor to the Director of the World Heritage 
Centre. 
 
The World Heritage Centre stated that it was necessary to keep in mind the difference 
between “referral” and deferral” which had nothing to do with outstanding universal 
value. Referral meant that the nomination could be resubmitted and would be transferred 
for re-examination the following year. If nothing was received from the State Party in the 
following three years, the dossier would have to be resubmitted again according to the 
normal cycle. Deferrals would not be resubmitted the following year and would have to 
be submitted following the normal cycle. 
 
The Delegation of Norway said that before the Committee embarked on that important 
agenda item it wished to ask several questions. Did the site have outstanding universal 
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value as stated in the Operational Guidelines? Either it did or it did not, but there was not 
enough information. Was there an acceptable management system in place? Was there 
legislation in place for the protection of the site?  Were the integrity and the authenticity 
of the site in place?  These criteria must be met before the site is inscribed.  If those 
criteria were not met then the Committee should opt for referral or deferral. The 
Delegation of Norway did understand that an inscription on the World Heritage List had 
incited countries to lobby, but basically inscription would be considered through the 
examination of the site. The situation had improved but the focus should be on sites.   It 
also stated its respect for the Advisory Bodies, but reaffirmed its right to question them if 
necessary. 
 
The Delegation of Israel said that it could be seen from the statement by the World 
Heritage Centre that referral was a complex issue, and sought more clarification. 
 
The World Heritage Centre stated that it was not a new cycle but was merely a question 
of re-examination. The World Heritage Centre dealt with the new information in the 
nomination file. 
 
The Delegation of Israel asked again for clarification on the issue of what would happen 
when a State Party had two different sites, and worried that the State Party would be 
pushed into a certain cycle. 
 
The World Heritage Centre stated that if such a situation occurred, where the State 
Party had two sites and there was a referral, then they would defer to the Suzhou 
decision. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America stated that it spoke in support of the 
statements made by the Delegation of Norway and confirmed that the Committee had to 
ensure that outstanding universal value, integrity, authenticity and legislative protection 
were in place and that all information should be fully disclosed on the site. If there were a 
factual error in the nomination dossier, it asked that it be corrected at the time of 
inscription. 
 
The Delegation of India said in support of the statements made by the Delegation of 
Norway that effectively the Suzhou decision did affect the countries’ possibility to 
nominate new sites in the case of a referral. 
 
The Delegation of Canada said that the sites that gave the Committee trouble were the 
sites that did not have buffer zones or management plans. It confirmed that there was a 
site that had been submitted before and deferred and was now being presented again in a 
satisfactory manner, and asked whether a decision which had had a referral, meaning that 
the Committee had not made a decision but would need more information on the site, 
could it possibly become a deferral then. 
 
The World Heritage Centre confirmed that this was indeed correct. 
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The Delegation of Kenya stated that it believed that all members would be guided by 
this, but that it would not support and unjustified referral and asked that the discussion of 
prejudging sites be stopped. 
 
La délégation du Bénin estime que les positions de tous ont été entendues et qu’il est 
temps d’arrêter la discussion.  
 
IUCN described its evaluation procedures, recalling its founding principles that guided 
the rigorous evaluation process it undertook in conformity with the Operational 
Guidelines in order to reach a recommendation, making full use of its expert network. It 
enumerated the sites to be examined at the current session and suggested that the date for 
submission of nomination files be revised to 28 February. 
 
A. NATURAL PROPERTIES 
 
A.1 ARAB STATES 
 
A.1.1 New nominations 
 

Property Toubkal 
Id. N° N 1168 
State Party Morocco 
Criteria proposed by 
State Party 

N (i)(ii)(iv) 

 

 
IUCN presented the site, specifying that the site did not meet the conditions for integrity 
and that there was a factual error in the location of the site in the western Atlas and not 
the eastern. It recognized that basis of the claim by the State Party that this was a World 
Heritage site, was on the tectonic values of the site.  This related perhaps to a difference 
of understanding of Outstanding Universal Value.  It agreed that the property was 
important for the region but it was not of outstanding universal value as set out in 
paragraph 52 of the Operational Guidelines. IUCN added that the site could have 
potential as a cultural landscape and did not recommend inscribing the site as a natural 
property. 
 
The Delegation of India said that the site presented two kinds of difficulties, one in 
respect of the type of site, and one in terms of outstanding universal value, and asked, if 
the site were to be presented in future as a cultural landscape, whether it would have 
outstanding universal value. 
 
IUCN responded that that would require specific evaluation, and that, as a cultural 
landscape, it would require an ICOMOS evaluation as well. 
 
The Delegation of Japan said that it would have liked to have the State Party’s opinion 
on IUCN evaluation, and asked if there was any other information from the State Party 
regarding inclusion of the site as a cultural landscape? 
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La délégation du Maroc remercie l’UICN pour l’évaluation et la délégation du Japon 
pour avoir demandé des clarifications. La position de l’Etat partie n’a pas changée par 
rapport à celle exprimée dans le document WHC-06/30.COM/INF.8B.4 – le site était 
présenté pour ses valeurs naturelles. 
 
The Chairperson asked if the State Party would be prepared to reconsider the site as a 
cultural landscape. 
 
The Delegation of Morocco replied in the negative. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America stated that it was having difficulty as 
the State Party was using the former numbering system for natural sites. 
 
The World Heritage Centre explained that the new system would start the following 
year for sites submitted after 2005. 
 
La délégation du Bénin rappelle que l’UICN estime que le bien n’a pas de valeur 
universelle exceptionnelle. Elle indique qu’en principe une proposition d’inscriptions 
rejetée par le Comité ne peut être reproposée que dans des circonstances exceptionnelles. 
Il faudrait que l’Etat partie s’exprime à ce sujet.  
 
The Delegation of Israel said that he was going to cite the same chapter and verse and 
noted that this highlighted the question of who was doing the comparative analysis. 
 
The Delegation of India stated that comparisons should be made within the same zone 
and that if IUCN considered that the site had no outstanding universal value, but that 
IUCN had taken into consideration under criterion (iii), yet they visited the site in a bad 
season, in winter and that they could not compare one zone with another zone.  It would 
like the State Party to confirm that they would not rethink the site’s inscription in the 
future.  Furthermore, shouldn’t the site be encouraged to try to be inscribed again, and 
could IUCN say what they thought of this. 
 
IUCN responded that the reactive monitoring mission had visited the site in the winter 
but that the site had been visited on several occasions at different times of the year, 
adding that its comparison was with other mountain sites around the world and not in the 
zone. 
 
La délégation de la Tunisie indique avoir des problèmes avec la compréhension de 
l’évaluation de l’UICN, compréhensible uniquement aux experts de cette organisation 
consultative. Elle souhaiterait la présence d’un « avocat de défense » pour ce bien pour 
pouvoir débattre. Elle s’abstient d’exprimer une opinion ferme, mais ne s’oppose pas à la 
décision telle que proposée par l’UICN. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.21 adopted. 
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A.2 ASIA/PACIFIC 
 
A.2.1 New nominations 
 

Property Sichuan Giant Panda Sanctuary – 
Wolong, Mt. Siguniang and Jiajin 
Mountains 

Id. N° N 1213 
State Party China 
Criteria proposed by 
State Party 

N (i)(ii)(iii)(iv) 

 

 
IUCN presented the site and recommended an independent evaluation of the 
management plans if the site were to be inscribed. It noted that a dam was under 
construction and that it would flood a small town, but would not have significant impact 
on the site. It added that the evaluation considered the property mixed and one of the 
biggest sites in the temperate zone of the world. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya said that it was an obvious case for inscription, congratulated 
the State Party for the quality of the nomination file, and added that the Panda Sanctuary 
was a flagship for conservation. 
 
The Delegation of Canada thanked the State Party for having persisted in improving the 
nomination file. 
 
The Delegation of Israel said that using a charismatic species to promote preservation 
was a real expression of outstanding universal value through one species. 
 
La délégation du Bénin demande d’inscrire ce bien par acclamation. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.22 adopted.  
 
The Delegation of China said that it was delighted with the inscription of the site on the 
World Heritage List and thanked UNESCO and IUCN.   
 
 

Property Transborder Rainforest Heritage of 
Borneo 

Id. N° N 1197 
State Party Indonesia/Malaysia 
Criteria proposed by 
State Party 

N (i)(ii)(iv) 

 

 
IUCN presented the site and stated that it considered the site to meet criterion (iv), but 
that it did not meet the required conditions of integrity and recommended deferral of the 
nomination until the site did so. 
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The Delegation of the Netherlands considered that the site should be inscribed and 
placed on the List of World Heritage in Danger as well. It sought the opinion of IUCN on 
the importance of the site. 
 
IUCN confirmed that it was a highly important site but different from Sumatra, and 
upheld its recommendation. 
 
The Delegation of Japan asked whether it was a referral or a deferral, noted the lack of 
management plans, and said that it wished to know whether or not the State Party 
demonstrated strong will. He also asked if it was a fragile site. 
 
The Delegation of India agreed with the Delegation of the Netherlands that the site was 
special and commented that it could be seen that there were two countries trying to get 
together management plans. It further commented that the State Party should confirm that 
no further planting would take place. 
 
The Observer Delegation of Indonesia explained that a national taskforce had been 
established as early as 2001 to put together a management plan and system. It added that 
legislation was in place and that it had prosecuted illegal logging industries in the area 
and had issued a ban on oil exploitation in the area. The State Party had signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (Indonesia/Malaysia) on illegal timber. 
 
IUCN indicated that its recommendation was not a deferral for lack of outstanding 
universal value but that the States Parties needed to solve certain issues. It added that the 
site had potential outstanding universal value but that it did not meet the required 
conditions of integrity. 
 
The Delegation of Kuwait said that it would like to see different recommendations based 
on the criteria.  
 
La délégation de la Tunisie remercie l’UICN d’avoir montré les valeurs exceptionnelles 
de ce bien. Elle s’associe à la proposition d’inscrire ce bien en même temps sur la Liste 
en péril.  
 
The Delegation of the United States of America pointed out that articles 4 to 10 of the 
Convention provided that the duties of protection of World Heritage sites were the 
responsibility of the State Party and requested the Committee not to inscribe the site for 
protection. 
 
The Delegation of Spain indicated that the case before the Committee was a good 
example of a trans-boundary property, a concept promoted by the World Heritage 
Committee. It was an important property whose outstanding universal value was not in 
question, according to IUCN. The shortcomings presented in the IUCN evaluation were 
not very different from those in some properties already inscribed on the World Heritage 
List. It supported the proposal by the Delegation of the Netherlands for simultaneous 
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danger listing as that would be conducive to better monitoring of the protection of the 
property. 
 
The Delegation of Norway agreed that the site was important for two State Parties and 
indeed for all the State Parties to the Convention but pointed to the danger of accepting 
sites before the criteria were met in the hope that the State Party would be motivated to 
improve matters. It cautioned that the Committee had listed sites in the past that had 
taken 20 years to be removed from the List of World Heritage in Danger. 
 
The Delegation of the Republic of Korea said it was in favour of inscribing the site on 
the List, given its importance and the statement by the State Party that efforts had been 
made to solve the problems. 

 
The Delegation of Kenya concurred with the Delegation of the United States of America 
and joined other Committee members in recommending referral. 
 
The Chairperson concluded that consensus on referral was reached. 
 
The Delegation of Cuba asked if IUCN would agree to refer the nomination instead of 
deferring it, with special regard to the issue of integrity. 
 
IUCN pointed out that the conditions of integrity were not met and that the actions to be 
taken needed time; referral would therefore be premature and an inscription on the List of 
World Heritage in Danger could be the consequence. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands proposed to keep the draft Decision for deferral or go 
for danger listing directly; a referral could be a bad start for the site. 
 
The Chairperson requested clarification from the Committee on referral or deferral. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America, seconded by the Delegation of 
Canada, supported the draft Decision proposed. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.23 adopted. 
 
 
A.3 EUROPE/NORTH AMERICA 
 

A.3.1 New nominations 
 

Property Hirkan Forests of Azerbaijan 
Id. N° N 1212 
State Party Azerbaijan 
Criteria proposed by 
State Party 

N (i)(ii)(iii)(iv) 
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IUCN presented the site and its evaluation report and recommended to the Committee 
that inscription should be deferred to allow for a serial trans-national nomination with 
Iran. 
 
La délégation du Bénin demande à l’UICN de clarifier si la superficie réduite du bien est 
en soi un fait positif ou négatif. Elle rajoute qu’elle appuie en principe l’idée d’envisager 
une proposition transnationale en série avec la République islamique d’Iran, mais 
rappelle à ce sujet qu’une telle proposition doit être présentée avec le consentement des 
deux Etats parties concernés, en conformité avec l’article 138 des Orientations. 
 
IUCN explained that the area was small but that the site had great potential under 
criterion (iv), and that on the Iranian side the Hirkan Forests were already protected as a 
National Park. 
 
The Observer Delegation of the Islamic Republic of Iran said that its authorities had 
good relations with neighbouring Azerbaijan and that it was ready to prepare a 
nomination for the Iranian part, but that the nomination from Azerbaijan could be already 
registered, although it could not make any technical comments. 
 
The Delegation of Lithuania referred to page 34 of the relevant document and asked 
whether the protection was legally binding. 
 
IUCN noted that the map provided in the document was for a serial site, surrounded by a 
buffer zone. 
 
The Delegation of Israel questioned the issue of size and whether the site had 
outstanding universal value by itself or only if enlarged. 
 
IUCN explained that the question of size stemmed from the conditions of integrity in the 
Operational Guidelines and that the Hirkan Forest in Azerbaijan did not represent the 
Hirkan Forests that were important in global terms. 
 
La délégation du Maroc revient sur la question du rapport entre les dimensions d’un bien 
proposé pour inscription et sa valeur et à ce sujet demande à l’UICN si les études menées 
sur le bien s’étendent également à la partie du site qui se trouve sur le territoire iranien et 
si elles ont pu aussi en évaluer la valeur. Elle demande en outre de clarifier pourquoi les 
critères (i), (ii) et (iii) n’ont pas été retenus. 
 
IUCN noted that all experts agreed to move towards a joint nomination which would be a 
very positive step forward. Attention was drawn to pages 32-33 concerning the criteria. 
 
The Director of the World Heritage Centre explained that, concerning the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, the site was not yet on the Tentative List and that an inclusion would 
normally be required one year prior to the presentation of the nomination. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.24 adopted. 
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Property The Great Rift Valley Migration 
Flyway, the Hula 

Id. N° N 1219 
State Party Israel 
Criteria proposed by 
State Party 

N (ii)(iii)(iv) 

 
 
IUCN presented the site and its evaluation report and recommended to the Committee 
that it should not be inscribed as it could not be considered to be of outstanding universal 
value on its own. The cooperation with other Conventions concerning the phenomenon in 
question was important and a revised dossier as a serial trans-national nomination was to 
be encouraged. 
 
The Rapporteur informed the Committee that he had received a revised draft Decision 
from the Delegation of the United States of America, supported by the Delegation of 
New Zealand, which stated that it recognized the role of migratory species in World 
Heritage and adopted the principles that the key sites associated with this phenomenon be 
inscribed on the World Heritage List.  The decision recalled that referring to the many 
decisions concerning the outstanding natural heritage values, and considering the links 
with other key agreements, noted that the site should be considered as trans-national 
serial site and should be referred to the 31st session of the Committee in 2007.  In light of 
the decision, it requested that the World Heritage Centre and IUCN, through their 
network of experts, provide the assistance needed to produce the transnational serial 
nomination.     
  
The Delegation of the Netherlands noted that it was an important flyway similar to the 
western Palaearctic flyway along which there were properties that were included in their 
own right. It stressed that the first site of a serial nomination needed to possess 
outstanding universal value in its own right and should be clearly formulated in terms of 
framework; it would therefore support referral to allow for a trans-national nomination. 
 
The Delegation of Norway said it hoped that the State Party would continue with its 
work. Because the current proposal had no outstanding universal value on its own it 
would not qualify for inscription, and reconsideration would be required. 
 
La délégation du Bénin exprime sa perplexité par rapport au projet d’amendement 
proposé par la délégation des Etats-Unis. Elle rappelle à ce sujet que conformément aux 
Orientations le Comité décide de renvoyer une proposition d’inscription quand il 
considère que c’est nécessaire de recevoir un complément d’informations de l’Etat partie. 
A ce regard, elle considère que la possibilité d’envisager dans le futur une proposition 
d’inscription transfrontalière en série, telle que mentionnée dans le projet d’amendement, 
nécessite des études plus approfondies qu’un simple «complément d’information», 
surtout en considération du fait que les Etats parties, qui pourraient s’associer à ce projet, 
sont à ce jour encore inconnus et, en tout cas, pas encore prêts. Pour ces raisons, elle ne 
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pourra donc pas appuyer le projet d’amendement proposé par la délégation des Etats-
Unis. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya said that it supported the proposal, as the whole Rift Valley 
was an important flyway, one of the most spectacular sites of that kind. In East Africa 
that heritage was shared among nations and its recognition was crucial. It further referred 
to paragraphs 138 and 139 of the Operational Guidelines concerning the consent of 
States Parties for serial nominations and confirmed that it would be part of such a 
nomination. 
 
The Chairperson asked whether there was agreement with the draft Decision as 
amended. 
 
The Delegation of India referred to the Director of the World Heritage Centre’s 
explanation that referral was by no means a judgement on outstanding universal value 
and stated that international cooperation was most important. It welcomed the amended 
draft Decision and said that it was possible to refer while respecting the views of the 
Advisory Bodies. 
 
The Delegation of Israel stated that it already worked together with Rift Valley States, in 
particular for a statement which had been submitted in March 2006. 
 
IUCN noted that it would be preferable if the State Party initiating the project had a 
property of outstanding universal value and pointed out that on page 49 of the evaluation 
document the deferred nomination of the Kenya Lakes was presented. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America said that it was intrigued by the concept 
and that all routes had key areas, but that the case under consideration constituted a new 
type of site. If the current nomination was not inscribed it could not come back to the 
Committee. 
 
La délégation de la Tunisie observe qu’une proposition transnationale de voie de 
migration dans la région pourrait en voie générale impliquer aussi au moins neuf Etats 
arabes mais elle précise qu’à ce stade les conjonctures actuelles – et non pas des 
questions de principe – ne permettent pas à ces Etats de participer à un projet similaire. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands, referring to the Kenya Lakes, said it was in favour of 
a trans-national nomination and asked the Delegations of Israel and Kenya to work 
together. 
 
The Delegation of Japan regretted that the Delegation of the United States of America 
had not proposed the same principle for Malaysia. 
  
The Delegation of Norway said that the nomination would take time and it should be re-
submitted as a new trans-national one. 
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In response to a request for clarification by the Delegation of Canada, the Legal Adviser 
stated that if the Committee did not inscribe a site such a nomination could not be 
presented again, except under exceptional circumstances, such as new scientific evidence. 
 
IUCN informed the Committee of past cases such as Ibiza, which had been re-submitted 
as a completely new nomination. 
 
The Delegation of Canada said that, following the legal advice, it proposed deferral, as 
otherwise there would be problems in the future. 
 
The Chairperson suggested taking the Delegation of the United States of America’s 
amendment with the Delegation of Canada suggestion for deferral. 
 
The Delegation of Norway agreed to that option. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands proposed to delete the last paragraph and to replace it 
with: “Notes the nomination statement for a trans-national serial nomination together 
with Kenya and possibly other countries along the Great Rift Valley and defers the 
nomination back to the State Party…” 
 
The Delegations of Kenya and the United States of America agreed. 
 
The Delegation of Cuba asked until when the nomination would be deferred. 
 
The Chairperson said that deferral meant that the nomination could be re-submitted 
when it was ready. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.25 adopted as amended.  
 
The Delegation of the United States of America stressed that the strength of the World 
Heritage Convention lay in the spirit of putting aside conflicts for the benefit of humanity 
and regretted the comments by Tunisia. 
 
La délégation de la Tunisie précise qu’elle voulait tout simplement rappeler que les Etats 
arabes n’étaient pas prêts à l’état actuel à s’associer au projet et qu’ils le seront 
éventuellement au moment où les conditions le permettront. 
 

Mr Van der Ploeg (Netherlands) took the Chair. 
 
 

Property Dinosaur Ichnite sites of the 
Iberian Peninsula 

Id. N° N 1204 
State Party Spain 
Criteria proposed by 
State Party 

N (i)(ii)(iii) 
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IUCN presented the site and its evaluation report and recommended to the Committee 
that it should be deferred and that a joint nomination with Portugal could be considered. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya asked about any cultural values. 
 
IUCN said that it was not in a position to talk about cultural values as the nomination 
was justified only for scientific values. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.26 adopted.  
 
 
A.3.2 EXTENSION OF PROPERTIES INSCRIBED ON THE WORLD 
HERITAGE LIST 
 

Property Kvarken Archipelago  
(Extension to the “High Coast”) 

Id. N° N 898 Bis 
State Party Finland/Sweden 
Criteria proposed by 
State Party 

N (i) 

 

 
IUCN presented the site and its evaluation report and recommended to the Committee 
that it inscribe the site as an extension to the existing High Coast in Sweden. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.27 adopted.  
 
The Observer Delegation of Finland thanked the Committee for the inscription and 
highlighted its importance for the local communities. 
 
 

A.4 LATIN AMERICA/CARIBBEAN 
 

A.4.1 New nominations 
 

Property Gorgona and Malpelo Islands, 
Coastal and Oceanic national 
Marine Parks of Colombia's 
Eastern Tropical Pacific 

Id. N° N 1216 
State Party Colombia 
Criteria proposed by 
State Party 

N (i)(ii)(iii)(iv) 

 
IUCN presented the site and its evaluation report and recommended to the Committee 
that a part of the nomination should be inscribed as a key marine site. 
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The Delegation of Chile, referring to paragraph 3 of the draft Decision, pointed out that 
there was a contradiction between what had been said by IUCN in the presentation and 
what was being recommended in the draft Decision with regard to the nomination of 
Gorgona. In particular, the studies had not been completed and the Committee should 
consequently allow the State Party to provide more in-depth assessment of the value of 
the nominated property. It therefore suggested amending the recommendation so as to 
defer the nomination. 
 
The Delegation of Israel stated that it was a crucial site for the Eastern Tropical Pacific. 
 
The Delegation of Spain considered that the nominated properties of both Malpelo and 
Gorgona were part of the same marine corridor and that the recommendation to inscribe 
Malpelo Island and not to inscribe Gorgona could therefore affect the protection of the 
corridor as a whole. 
 
The Delegation of Peru supported the amendment to defer the nomination of Gorgona 
Island, as proposed by the Delegation of Chile.  
 
The Delegation of Japan requested clarification as to whether the case concerned one 
nomination with only one part inscribed and the other not. 
 
The Chairperson said that the consensus was that one part was to be inscribed and the 
other deferred. 
 
The Observer Delegation of Colombia expressed its satisfaction with the inscription of 
Malpelo Island on the World Heritage List and recalled that its sanctuary had great 
biological diversity. It further stated that the Malpelo Foundation would closely monitor 
the conservation of the newly inscribed property, and that more in-depth information on 
Gorgona would be provided in the future so that the Committee might consider its 
inscription. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.28 adopted as amended.  
 
 

B. MIXED PROPERTIES 
 

B.1 AFRICA 
 

B.1.1 Properties deferred, referred back or recommended for non inscription by 
the World Heritage Committee at previous sessions 

 
The Chairperson informed the Committee that the nomination from Malawi had been 
withdrawn. 
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The Delegation of Israel said it was saddened by that information as it was a site in the 
Rift Valley. 
 

Property Ecosystem and Relict Cultural 
Landscape of Lopé-Okanda 

Id. N° N/C 1147 Rev 
State Party Gabon 
Criteria proposed by 
State Party 

C (iii)(iv) N (ii)(iv) CL 

 
 

 
IUCN presented the site nominated as a mixed property and its evaluation report and 
recommended that the Committee defer the site which had also been recommended by 
ICOMOS for the cultural values. Both Advisory Bodies also referred to the factual error 
letter received from the State Party. 
 
The Delegation of Peru asked to hear from the State Party. 
 
La délégation du Gabon (observateur) précise qu’elle avait présenté la carte afin de 
préciser les limites appropriées, tel que recommandé par l’ICOMOS et demandé par le 
Comité au moment du renvoi de la proposition d’inscription décidé par le Comité à sa 
29e session. 
 
La délégation du Bénin, tout en remerciant les Organisations consultatives pour le travail 
remarquable qu’elles accomplissent pour le Comité, exprime son inconfort par rapport au 
projet de décision. En rappelant l’esprit de coopération qui doit toujours inspirer le travail 
commun du Comité et des Organisations consultatives, la délégation demande à celles-ci 
si le renvoi de la proposition d’inscription ne serait pas suffisant pour acquérir les 
informations supplémentaires et les analyses plus détaillées dont fait mention le rapport 
d’évaluation. Elle rappelle en outre qu’au moment de la discussion sur cette même 
proposition d’inscription lors de la 29e session, la possibilité d’accorder l’assistance 
internationale à l’Etat partie avait été mentionnée. 
 
IUCN noted that a good comparative analysis took time, as did the proper preparation of 
a serial nomination.  
 
ICOMOS said that with another referral similar problems could be encountered as no 
further mission could be carried out within a short time frame. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya expressed concern about the issue of outstanding universal 
value as data were available and it was important for the Advisory Bodies to take them 
into account. For example, the area was included in the WWF 200 eco-regions of the 
world as one of the least disturbed by human footprint and being a refuge for endangered 
mammals. At the same time the site bore testimony to 400,000 years of human history. 
 
IUCN explained that the classification by WWF was based on priorities for conservation 
not focusing on outstanding universal value. It further referred to the Garamba case, and 
stated that World Heritage should not exclusively focus on one species.  
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ICOMOS added that progress had been made on legal protection. 
 
The Delegation of India asked whether the State Party received international assistance 
and expressed sympathy with the African region, still under-represented on the World 
Heritage List. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya said it was not satisfied with the answers on the question of 
outstanding universal value and stated that it was the duty of the Committee to assist the 
State Party. 
 
The Delegation of Spain expressed its perplexity about the wording of the draft Decision, 
suggesting that more diplomatic wording should be used.  
 
The Director of the World Heritage Centre said that the State Party had not asked for 
international assistance but that preparatory assistance had been provided at the time of 
the first submission of the nomination. 
 
In reply to a question by the Delegation of India as to a possible contradiction in the draft 
Decision, ICOMOS explained that the National Park already had full protection and that 
additional sites were added. 
 
La délégation du Bénin observe qu’il y a beaucoup de malentendus dans le rapport 
d’évaluation de l’ICOMOS et demande à ce sujet comment le Comité pourrait prendre 
une décision avant que ces malentendus soient clarifiés. Elle suggère donc de renvoyer la 
décision à la séance de l’après-midi pour permettre à un groupe de travail informel, 
nommé par le Président du Comité, de travailler à un amendement au projet de décision. 
 
The Chairperson said that that was a constructive suggestion, and took it that the 
Committee agreed to the proposed consultations in an informal working group. 
 
The Delegation of Israel said, by way of general comment, that the Committee tended to 
look at sites at the national level but not on a global scale as should be the case. It 
referred to the example of the withdrawn nomination from Malawi which could be part of 
the broader Rift Valley initiative. A new creative approach for such nominations was 
required. 
 
 

The meeting rose at 01.15 p.m. 
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EIGHTH MEETING 

03.00 p.m. - 06.30 p.m. 
 

Chairperson: Ms Ina MARCIULIONYTE 
 
 

 
ITEM 8B NOMINATIONS OF PROPERTIES TO THE WORLD HERITAGE 

LIST (continued) 
 
Documents:  WHC-06/30.COM/8B 
 WHC-06/30.COM/8B.Add 
 WHC-06/30.COM/INF.8B.4 
Decisions:  30 COM 8B.1 to 8B.58 
 
 
Ecosystem and Relict Cultural Landscape of Lopé-Okanda, Gabon (continued) 
 
The Chairperson summed up the results of the working group that had met over lunch to 
discuss the Gabon nomination. 
 
The Rapporteur read out the draft amendment to the draft Decision, proposing to delete 
paragraph 4, and presented the modified text to which the working group had agreed.  
 
La délégation de Benin demande des clarifications sur la procédure.  
 
 The Rapporteur clarified the request from the Delegation of Benin. 
 
The Delegation of India strongly supported the amendment, which was considered 
feasible and proper, and expressed the view that, because Gabon had no World Heritage 
sites and came from a very under-represented continent, a referral was preferable to a 
deferral.  
 
The Delegation of Kenya concurred with the Delegations of Benin and India. 
 
The Delegation of the Republic of Korea strongly supported the amendment. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America indicated its support for Gabon and 
concurred with the amendment, but requested clarification on the difference between 
referral and deferral, expressing concern that there would be an insurmountable time-
limit issue if the nomination were referred. 
 
The World Heritage Centre explained that a referred nomination could be re-examined 
within three years.  
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The Delegation of Japan supported the referral of the nomination. 
 
The Chairperson suggested that the word “defers” be replaced by “refers”. 
 
ICOMOS expressed sympathy with the nomination, which needed improvement, but 
warned that problems would again arise in referring the nomination, as there would not 
be enough time to complete evaluations within the referral time frames.  
 
The Delegation of Kenya said it appreciated the concerns of ICOMOS, but wondered 
about ICOMOS’ evaluation capacity, as there was in fact a three-year time frame. 
 
The Chairperson confirmed that a referral had a three-year time frame, which could 
certainly accommodate ICOMOS’ concerns. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.29 adopted as amended. 
 
 
ITEM 8A TENTATIVE LISTS OF STATES PARTIES SUBMITTED AS OF 20 

APRIL 2006 IN CONFORMITY WITH THE OPERATIONAL 
GUIDELINES (continued)  

 
The Chairperson requested the Committee to refer back to previous items, and recalled 
the text proposed by the Delegation of Israel, which had not been translated and 
distributed, in regards to the item on tentative lists.  
 
The Delegation of the Republic of Korea supported the second subparagraph of 3-a, but 
questioned subparagraph 3A.1, and requested that Israel explain its understanding of the 
extent of the evaluation requested. What was it about? It also questioned the linking of 
tentative list to the national registers and mechanisms, and reminded the committee that it 
could raise some problems as each country had different systems. Finally, it asked if there 
were any extra-budgetary implications for the World Heritage Centre.  It also requested 
to delete subparagraph B. 
 
The Rapporteur read the amendment, submitted by the Delegation of Japan, whereby 
subparagraph A would be entirely removed. 
 
The Delegation of Japan asked for the deletion of the entire paragraph A, noting that it 
was not realistic to submit such a huge task to the Advisory bodies, along with the 
removal of the directions on how to produce a tentative list.  
 
The Delegation of Kuwait wondered about the kind of actions the Committee could 
recommend to States Parties without tentative lists. 
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The Delegation of India wondered if the Rapporteur could redraft the decision, and 
recalled the need to be clear on how to produce nominations, and stated that paragraphs 2 
and 3 were indeed useful.  
 
The Delegation of Israel concurred with the Delegation of India. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands explained that paragraph C information was already 
contained elsewhere in the document and questioned the need for the paragraph 
altogether.  
 
The Delegation of Canada wondered what was left to approve if all paragraphs had been 
removed. 
 
The Chairperson clarified that the decision would be adopted without amendment.  
 
The Chairperson declared decision 30 COM 8A adopted without amendments. 
 
La délégation du Maroc a pris la parole pour donner une déclaration au nom du Groupe 
Arabe concernant la Liste Indicative présentée par l’Etat partie d’Israël, qui inclut 
Jérusalem. Le Groupe arabe rappelle que le site « Jérusalem, vielle ville et ses remparts » 
est déjà inscrit par la Jordanie sur la Liste du patrimoine mondial depuis 1981 et sur la 
Liste du patrimoine mondial en péril depuis 1989. Le Groupe arabe a réaffirme a ce sujet 
le statut particulier de Jérusalem. 
 

 

 

ITEM 8B NOMINATIONS OF PROPERTIES TO THE WORLD HERITAGE 
LIST (continued) 

 
Documents:  WHC-06/30.COM/8B 
 WHC-06/30.COM/8B.Add 
 WHC-06/30.COM/INF.8B.4 
Decisions:  30 COM 8B.1 to 8B.58 
 
 
C. CULTURAL PROPERTIES 
 
ICOMOS presented an introduction outlining how it approached its evaluations.  
 

C.1 AFRICA 
 

C.1.1 New nominations 
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La délégation du Maroc rappelle que depuis son adhésion à la Convention, elle n’a cessé 
de contribuer à sa mise en œuvre et que dans cet esprit, elle respecte la décision du 
Comite de ne pas inscrire le site de Toubkal. Cependant, elle exprime son regret et 
désaccord avec l’évaluation du site qui ne reconnaît pas sa valeur universelle et 
s’interroge sur les chances des petits pays de voire leurs sites naturelles inscrits sur la 
Liste si on commence à lier la valeur universelle exceptionnelle à la dimension spatiale 
du site. Elle a ensuite remercié les personnes qui ont voulu accompagner son pays dans 
l’examen du dossier. 
 

Property Ruins of Loropéni 
Id. N° C 1225 
State Party Burkina Faso 
Criteria proposed by 
State Party 

C (ii)(iv)(vi) 

 
 

 
ICOMOS presented the site.  
 
The Delegation of the Republic of Korea, referring to the last-minute information 
submitted by the State Party in regard to procedural errors, asked if that information was 
reflected in ICOMOS recommendation, and if not, whether it would be possible to 
change the recommendation on the basis of that information. 
 
ICOMOS explained that the letter submitted was on factual errors, and that the 
information referred to in the presentation was related to the management plan, but that 
information did not alter ICOMOS decision. 
 
La délégation de Madagascar remarque que la demande d’inscription est la première 
pour le pays. Elle note que le projet de décision demande de nombreuses informations 
supplémentairement et se demande si ICOMOS a invité l’Etat partie à fournir ces 
informations. Parlant au sujet des fouilles, elle remarque que celles-ci peuvent s’avérer 
destructives et note qu’ils existent d’autres méthodes. S’agissant de la question de la 
stabilisation des murs, elle note qu’à la page 16 du document d’évaluation, il est écrit 
qu’ils sont préservés, ce qui semble une contradiction. 
 
ICOMOS said in reply that the September mission had gathered available information 
for ICOMOS, which had been combined with information gathered in other ways. No 
request for further information from the State Party had been made as there was no need 
for it. As for excavations, ICOMOS questioned the quality of the surveys, and noted that 
any stabilization and conservation of the ruins would have to be well documented. The 
laterite walls with mud water would eventually need some type of conservation plan to 
protect them.  
 
La délégation de la Tunisie se dit émerveillé par la monumentalité des murailles, qui 
constituent un phénomène rare dans cette partie du monde. Selon lui, la lettre de l’Etat 
partie clarifie leur fonctionnalité comme lieu de sacrifice. Etant donné que le Burkina 
Faso n’a pas encore de site inscrit dans la Liste, il propose de l’inscrire. 
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La délégation du Maroc souligne qu’il faut tenir compte de la tradition orale comme 
source d’histoire et note qu’au sujet de la préservation, le site dispose d’un plan de 
gestion. Il se déclare favorable à une inscription. 
 
La délégation du Bénin se dit également prêt à inscrire le site, comme les ruines semblent 
avoir une certaine valeur et importance, même si elles ne sont pas uniques. Elle note que 
les fouilles demandées ont un caractère continuel et constate qu’il y a eu un problème de 
communication entre ICOMOS et l’Etat partie. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya questioned the fact that small countries appeared to have to 
face insurmountable hurdles in trying to inscribe sites. It quoted ICOMOS report, citing 
what it considered to be inconsistencies. It noted that, in ICOMOS report, there was no 
mention of oral tradition, which was considered outstanding. Kenya requested that the 
site be given due consideration; a decision to defer such sites was too harsh.  
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands said it was uncomfortable with ICOMOS report, 
which it compared with the Gabon report, suggesting that pragmatism was needed. It 
sympathized with the magnitude of the task in evaluating such sites. It suggested an 
amendment to the draft Decision, stating that it was desirable for the Advisory Bodies 
and the World Heritage Centre to give pro-active assistance in the tasks mentioned under 
paragraph 2. It emphasized the need to help small countries in preparing good dossiers. 
 
The Delegation of India agreed with the proposal from the Delegation of the 
Netherlands. Noting that international assistance from the World Heritage Fund had been 
provided to the State Party, it asked why nomination dossiers were still not duly 
completed when such support was provided. It also raised the issue of comparative 
analysis, wondering if there was not perhaps a fixed mindset within the Committee, 
leading to a misapprehension of that kind of site. 
 
The Delegation of Norway noted that, while the site might well be of great value and it 
supported the inscription of new African sites on the List, that could only be done if the 
criteria were clearly met. Referring the nomination did not seem appropriate, given the 
amount of work to be done. It therefore suggested deferral and asked ICOMOS how 
much additional time would be needed. 
 
ICOMOS replied that the time needed depended on the resources available.  
 
La délégation de la République de Corée s’associe à la position en faveur d’inscription 
du site, notant la qualité de la conservation, et sa valeur universelle. Elle insiste sur le fait 
que le Burkina Faso n’a aucun patrimoine sur la liste, et qu’on doit lui donner un signe 
d’encouragement.  
 
The Delegation of Israel said it was important to be sensitive to the special needs of 
Africa. It would support the proposed referral but noted that the site could probably 
respond to criterion (vi). Like the Delegation of India, it was surprised that the 
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nomination did not contain the information needed as the State Party had received 
international assistance to prepare it. 
 
The Delegation of Kuwait supported the immediate inscription of the site and did not 
consider the recommendations in the draft Decision crucial. It therefore suggested that 
the State Party should fulfil them in due course. 
 
The Delegation of New Zealand pointed to the significance of oral traditions and 
supported the views of the Delegations of Morocco and Kenya. It also supported the 
suggestion by the Delegation of the Netherlands. 
 
The Delegation of Spain said that its position was the same as that of the Delegation of 
the Republic of Korea, or, at the very least, that the nomination should be referred. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America recognized that it was an important site 
but insisted that deferral or referral were not to be seen as negative. It reiterated that it 
was the obligation of the Committee to request the highest standards for proposed World 
Heritage sites. It further expressed concern that the recommendations of the Advisory 
Bodies were only followed if they were in line with the wishes of Committee members. 
 
The Delegation of Cuba, noting the importance of the site as well as ICOMOS’ analysis, 
acknowledged the difficulty of the decision. In view of the under-representation of 
Africa, it recommended inscription. 
 
The Delegation of Norway recalled that it could not accept an inscription, but that 
consensus might be found by referring the nomination back to the State Party and 
ensuring support for the continuation of the process, as proposed by the Delegation of the 
Netherlands. 
 
The Delegation of India supported the proposal by the Delegation of Norway and 
requested the Rapporteur to read out the changes. 
 
The Rapporteur recalled the new paragraph 3 proposed by the Delegation of the 
Netherlands and the new paragraph 4 proposed by the Delegation of India. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.31 adopted as amended. 
 
 

Property Senegambian Stone Circles 
Id. N° C 1226 
State Party Gambia/Senegal 
Criteria proposed by 
State Party 

C (i)(iii)(iv) 

 
 

 
ICOMOS presented the site and the evaluation of the proposed nomination. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.32 adopted by acclamation. 
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The Delegation of Israel welcomed the inscription of the property, in particular since it 
concerned a trans-boundary World Heritage property. It suggested that, in the future, the 
property might also be inscribed under criterion (vi) and welcomed the suggestion by 
ICOMOS to extend the site and inscribe it as a cultural landscape. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands commended the States Parties on the way local 
communities had been involved in the preparation of the management plan and 
nomination. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya pointed to the exemplarity of ICOMOS evaluation. 
 
La délégation Sénégal (observateur) exprime son plaisir en son honneur de voir ce bien 
multinational inscrit sur la liste du patrimoine mondial et annonce que l’État Partie 
tentera d’agrandir le bien pour qu’il couvre tous les sites reliés.  
 

Property Aapravasi Ghat 
Id. N° C 1227 
State Party Mauritius 
Criteria proposed by 
State Party 

C (iv)(vi) 

 
 

 
ICOMOS gave a presentation of the site.  
 
La délégation de Madagascar souligne le fait que le Comité et l’UNESCO ont déjà fait 
plusieurs choses en faveur de l’inscription des lieux de mémoire, et des sites liés à 
l’esclavage. Ce site en est un d’esclavage. L’ICOMOS demande de différer le site pour 
entreprendre des recherches, et demande qu’on donne la parole à l’État partie afin qu’il 
puisse expliquer le dernier état des recherches. Le Comité a été informé que l’appareil 
juridique a été approuvé par le parlement mauricien le jour précédent. La délégation du 
Bénin recommande donc l’inscription du site.  
 
The Delegation of Kenya said that, in its view, no other place represented the issue of 
indentured labour better than the site under consideration. It was a question of memory 
versus monument: should the size of the site be considered or the globality of the 
phenomenon it represented? Given the importance of recognizing that global 
phenomenon, the site deserved to be listed.  
 
La délégation du Bénin demande à l’ICOMOS la justification de sa recommandation 
d’effectuer plus de recherches. Il lui semble que des recherches existent depuis plus de 50 
ans et se demande de quelle façon encore plus de recherches viendront renforcer le 
dossier de nomination. 
 
La délégation du Maroc note la relation du site avec la célébration de l’année de la lutte 
contre l’esclavage. Elle note qu’elle s’attendait à un examen plus favorable, et croit que la 
décision de différer est un peu dure, et propose que le site soit inscrit.  
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The Delegation of Mauritius noted that the nomination had been prepared on the basis of 
extensive research but that part of that information had been removed from the 
nomination document at the request of the World Heritage Centre to keep the document 
shorter. It also pointed out that the waterfront development mentioned in the evaluation 
had already been halted by the Government. 
 
ICOMOS said that a great deal of research existed on the issue of indentured labour, but 
that it had not been applied to the nomination under consideration. It reiterated that there 
were other similar significant places elsewhere in the world and therefore recommended 
that a global framework was needed. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands responded that that was a lot to ask for and pointed 
out that in the Netherlands too, there had been a great deal of research on the issue, which 
it would happily make available to the State Party. 
 
The Delegation of India pointed out that the nomination had special meaning for its 
country as it had also been affected by indentured labour, which in its view was just a 
prettier name for slavery. It agreed that much research had been done on the issue, 
including in India. The proposed site was the living memory of the pain and sorrows of 
the people that had been affected. It considered the proposed site unique and did not 
agree that size was an issue. It strongly objected to the language of the proposed name 
change by ICOMOS, as it was not a migration phenomenon. 
 
ICOMOS responded to the questions raised and noted that the 2004 seminar had never 
taken place. It pointed out that a great deal of work was being done on and around the 
theme of the slave trade in order to develop a linked nomination around the theme, and 
considered the issue of indentured labour to be similar. It needed to be considered at the 
global level in the same way as the slave trade, as it was of the same significance. 
 
 
The Delegation of Israel, expressing concern about the process for the evaluation of the 
nomination of the site, inquired why the State Party had not supplied the additional 
information. With regard to the themes, it wished to know whether it was a serial 
nomination and whether the site had outstanding universal value that could be applied to 
other similar sites. 
 
In response, ICOMOS informed the Committee that the theme of the Diaspora should be 
considered in similar terms as the “slave route” movement, which had similar 
significance but in a different way, and that criterion (vi) was important in the nomination 
under discussion. 
 
La délégation de la Tunisie s’interroge si l’on peut changer le nom d’un site et elle 
s’étonne que l’Etat partie accepte ce changement de nom. Elle ajoute que le site a une 
valeur exceptionnelle. Il s’agit de la mémoire de l’esclavage même si la formulation 
employée essaie d’adoucir le propos. La délégation conclut en proposant l’inscription du 
site sans réserve. 
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The Delegation of the United States of America inquired whether the management plan 
of the site had been completed or not and whether management had been discussed with 
the local people. The Delegation was in favour of removing paragraph 3 from the list of 
recommendations. 
 
Referring to the issue of referral and deferral of proposed sites, the Delegation of 
Norway said that the site was of great importance, whether on the List or not, and that it 
found itself in a difficult situation as it had the impression that the Convention and the 
demands of the Operational Guidelines were not in focus. 
 
The Delegation of New Zealand, supporting the views of the Delegation of India, 
stressed the need for flexibility with regard to the Convention. Slavery was slavery and 
indentured labour was a form of slavery. It therefore supported the Delegation of India’s 
proposal to remove paragraph 3 from the recommendations. 
 
The Delegation of Peru said that the site deserved to be included in the World Heritage 
List. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America questioned the relevance of the 
proposed wider studies for the nomination. 
 
The Chairperson underscored the importance of criterion (vi) for the nomination and 
requested the Committee to make proposals based on the relevant criteria, and to reach a 
consensus on inscription. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands proposed an amendment to the recommendation: in 
proposing the site on the basis of criterion (vi), the Committee should recommend that 
the State Party together with other international parties should undertake research on 
indentured labor around the world. 
 
The Delegation of Republic of Korea supported inscription. 
  
The Delegation of Kenya, expressing support for the inscription of the site, endorsed the 
amendment proposed by the Delegation of the Netherlands. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.33 adopted as amended. 
 
The Delegation of Mauritius thanked the Committee, ICOMOS and the World Heritage 
Centre for their assistance in the nomination process. 
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Property Harar Jugol, the Fortified Historical 

Town 
Id. N° C 1189 Rev 
State Party Ethiopia 
Criterion proposed 
by State Party 

C (ii)(iv)(v) 

 
ICOMOS presented the site and its evaluation report. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B. 34 adopted without discussion. 
 
The Observer Delegation of Ethiopia thanked the Committee, ICOMOS and the World 
Heritage Centre for their assistance in the nomination process. 
 
 

Property 
Chongoni Rock Art Area 

Id. N° C 476 Rev 
State Party Malawi 
Criterion proposed 
by State Party 

C (iii)(vi) 

 
ICOMOS presented the site and its evaluation report. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya supported the inscription of the property, adding that it was a 
property that demonstrated that traditions continued to live. Rock art sites should be used 
as nodes and as cultural instruments for supporting the local communities. 
 
Having sought clarification from ICOMOS, the Delegation of the United States of 
America agreed with the Delegation of Kenya, noting the authenticity and the 
outstanding universal value of the site and the presence of a management plan. 
 
The Chairperson confirmed that the management plan was in place. 
 
La délégation de Madagascar félicite le travail de l’ICOMOS mais ne comprend pas la 
recommandation de renvoyer la proposition d’inscription sous prétexte qu’il n’est pas 
protégé par un instrument législatif. Or, selon ce qui est dit à la page 38 du rapport, ce 
texte légal existe. Deuxièmement, ce type de bien est sous représenté.  
 
La délégation du Bénin attire l’attention sur le fait qu’une loi nationale de 1970 protège 
tous les sites d’art rupestre. Le site proposé a une valeur universelle exceptionnelle et la 
délégation propose son inscription sur la Liste éventuellement avec une recommandation 
à l’Etat partie. 
 
Clarifying the issue of protection, ICOMOS informed the Committee that the site was 
protected, but not all the rock site areas. 
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The Delegation of Israel said that such sites should be encouraged. Similar sites were to 
be found in the Mediterranean region and were listed as “adopted” sites, but only such 
sites would receive funds and technical support. As the Committee would be looking at 
rock art sites, it should scrutinize them comparatively by type, by history and so on. The 
Delegation wished to know whether the site was also a cultural landscape. 
 
ICOMOS informed the Committee that it gave a very high profile to rock art and that it 
did not view the site as a cultural landscape, but felt that it could develop into one. 
Furthermore, as some people had moved out of the area, it would be necessary to develop 
a program for sustainable use of the woodlands and other types of wood harvesting in the 
area. 
 
The Delegation of Israel further called for putting management mechanisms into place. 
 
The Chairperson proposed the inscription of the site with conditions, particularly the 
involvement of stakeholders. 
 
The Rapporteur read out the additional clause to be added to the recommendation 
urging the State Party to put in place legal protection for all the rock art shelters. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.35 adopted as amended. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya, expressing its gratitude on behalf of the State Party and Africa, 
reiterated the importance of rock art. 
 
 

Property 
Kondoa Rock Art Sites 

Id. N° C 1183 Rev 
State Party United Republic of Tanzania 
Criterion proposed 
by State Party 

C (ii)(iii)(vi) 

 
ICOMOS presented the site and its evaluation report. 
 
The Chairperson invited comments on inscribing the Kondoa Rock Art Sites on the 
World Heritage List on the basis of criteria (iii) and (vi).  

The Delegation of the Netherlands said that it was happy with the proposed nomination 
but wondered about the integrity of the property, since a number of sites were being 
excavated; it proposed that in the recommendation the Committee include wording to the 
effect that the State Party should ensure that illegal excavations on the site had to be 
brought to an immediate halt. 

The Delegation of Kenya supported the inscription of the site but with amendments as 
proposed by the Delegation of the Netherlands. 
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The Observer Delegation of United Republic of Tanzania thanked the Committee, 
ICOMOS and the World Heritage Centre for their assistance in the nomination process 
for the site. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.36 adopted as amended. 
 
 
C.2 ARAB STATES 
 

C.2.1 New nominations 
 

Property Aflaj Irrigation System of Oman 
Id. N° C 1207 
State Party Oman 
Criterion proposed 
by State Party 

C (ii)(iv)(v) 

 

 
ICOMOS presented the site and its evaluation report. 
 
The Delegation of Spain commended ICOMOS and congratulated the State Party of 
Oman. Spain believed that the ICOMOS proposal was justified and proposed more 
studies to finalize the system which in its operation could set an example to all. The 
criteria proposed were justified. A complementary form given to the State Party, 
requesting a traditional management plan could perhaps enable the Committee to receive 
the necessary information. 
 
The Delegation of Kuwait, congratulating ICOMOS and the State Party, said that the 
nomination demonstrated an example of irrigation of arid lands in the Arab States. The 
State Party had addressed relevant issues put to it, for instance with regard to legal 
systems: laws on the protection of the wider area, the project and other buildings in the 
area were already in force. 
 
The Observer Delegation of Oman confirmed that the legal protection of the property 
was already in place. The national heritage protection law passed in 1991 also covered 
the nominated site, as did the government plan to include the protection of the buildings 
as well. The current law prohibited the use of the agricultural land for construction, the 
local communities inhabiting the area were already assisting in the management of the 
land and the management plan was under completion. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya congratulated ICOMOS for its work. It noted that the property 
under review concerned an important form of water technology and recalled that the 
Committee had already been advised that there was a traditional law to protect the site. It 
asked whether the existing protection measures included above-ground areas and in that 
connection if the new laws covered underground installations. It further asked whether 
criterion (v) might not also apply. 
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The Delegation of Lithuania, referring to the system of management of the site and of 
water distribution, proposed that the site might also be presented for listing under the 
Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. 
 
La délégation du Maroc marque son appui aux délégations qui ont exprimé de l’intérêt 
pour ce site. Il existe, au Maroc, de sites similaires. La délégation souligne que le site 
pourrait être inscrit sur la Liste du patrimoine mondial avec le critère (vi). 
 
ICOMOS informed the Committee that it recommended strong legal protection for both 
the underground and surface areas, and that there was no protection for the downstream 
part. It had noted that there was commitment on the part of the State Party to put in place 
a system of protection. 
  
The Delegation of Japan said it echoed the opinions in favour of inscription, as the State 
Party showed commitment for the management plan and the protection of the site. 
 
La délégation de la Tunisie rappelle que pour plusieurs raisons l’eau est la vie. Elle 
félicite l’ICOMOS pour son rapport. La délégation souligne que l’Etat partie s’engage à 
la protection du site et elle est convaincue que s’il y a une recommandation, l’Etat partie 
va s’y conformer. Elle propose donc l’inscription du site sur la Liste du patrimoine 
mondial. 
 
The Delegation of Lithuania commended ICOMOS and the State Party for its 
commitment to protect the site. It believed that the State Party would not fail to comply 
with the Committee’s recommendations, and recommended inscription of the site. 
 
The Delegation of India commended the State Party for bringing that type of traditional 
irrigation system to the attention of the Committee. It believed that the traditional system 
of management in question was the most dynamic and efficient of its kind. Expressing its 
support for inscription, the Delegation proposed to change criterion (ii). 
 
The Delegation of Chile expressed concern about some earlier interventions. In its 
opinion, the site was a model of water management. It was not easy to improve the 
management plan. The Delegation proposed the inscription of the site on the World 
Heritage List. 
 
The Delegation of Peru stated that there were similar systems in Peru. It proposed 
inscription on the List under criterion (v). 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands emphasized the importance of having a management 
plan for the site. 
 
ICOMOS informed the Committee that the traditional management system in place dealt 
with the water and not the physical fabric of the entire area. 
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The Delegation of Canada said that it was a wonderful site and wondered what would 
happen if hotels were built in the area and if other types of degradation occurred in the 
meantime; it proposed a referral back to the State Party in order to finalize the 
management plan. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America said in support of the Delegation of the 
Netherlands proposal that the Committee must insist on securing a management plan. 
 
The Delegation of Japan observed that the State Party had already addressed the issues 
that the Committee was now raising, and asked if the State Party could be requested to 
give further explanations. 
 
The Delegation of India added that the clarification required from the State Party was as 
to whether there was a management plan. 
 
The Observer Delegation of Oman informed the Committee that a management plan as 
well as rules to protect the site existed to protect both the area and the buffer zone. 
 
The Delegation of India expressed the view that conditional inscription might be 
considered requesting the State Party to come back with information confirming that all 
measures had been undertaken. 
 
The Delegation of Peru suggested that, given the differences of views, a comparison 
should be made with previous similar cases. As in the case of Algeria, a compromise 
might be to agree on a deadline for the submission of the necessary information, for 
example by February 2007. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands said that the State Party had all the necessary 
resources and proposed that the State Party give all the substantiating information 
requested by 1 February 2007. The alternative to that proposal was to inscribe the 
property with conditions, but that was not the most satisfactory solution. With reference 
to previously inscribed sites for the Africa Region, the Delegation noted that 
consideration had been given to the fact that Africa was under-represented and that, 
unlike the State Party in question, some countries from Africa did not have any site 
inscribed on the List. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya said it should be clear that the African sites merited inscription, 
and that it was not a question of special consideration by the Committee as opposed to 
other regions. 
 
In response to a further request for clarification, the Observer Delegation of Oman 
specified that the management plan had been provided. 
 
The Delegation of India proposed that discussion of the site in question be postponed 
until the following day to allow for consultations among Committee members. 
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The Delegation of the United States of America said that it did not agree with the 
postponement proposal and suggested that the Committee should find a way towards 
consensus. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands said that the Committee needed a majority of two-
thirds of its members in support of the decision. 
 
Following several interventions in favour of postponement, the Chairperson said she 
took it that further discussion would be postponed until the following day. 
 
 
C.5 LATIN AMERICA/CARIBBEAN 
 

Property Agave Landscape and Ancient 
Industrial Facilities of Tequila 

Id. N° C 1209 
State Party Mexico 
Criterion proposed 
by State Party 

C (ii)(iv)(v)(vi) + CL 

 
 
ICOMOS presented the site and its evaluation report. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.58 adopted. 
 
The Observer Delegation of Mexico thanked the host country, UNESCO and the World 
Heritage Committee, and assured the Committee that Mexico would comply with 
ICOMOS recommendations. 
 
 

The meeting rose at 6.30 p.m. 
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FIFTH DAY – THURSDAY 13 JULY 2006 

NINTH MEETING 

09.00 a.m. - 01.00 p.m. 
 

Chairperson: Ms Ina MARCIULIONYTE 
 
 
 

ITEM 8B NOMINATIONS OF PROPERTIES TO THE WORLD HERITAGE 
LIST (continued) 

 
Documents: WHC-06/30.COM/8B 
 WHC-06/30.COM/8B.Add 
 WHC-06/30.COM/INF.8B.4 
Decisions: 30 COM 8B.1 to 8B.58 
 
 
C.2 ARAB STATES 
 
C.2.1 New nominations (continued) 
 

Property Aflaj Irrigation System of Oman 
Id. N° 

C 1207 
State Party Oman 
Criteria proposed by 
State Party 

C (ii)(iv)(v) 

 

 
The Chairperson informed the Committee that the Bureau meeting had reached a 
consensus on Oman and that the last two Latin American nominations would be dealt 
with as the first item after Oman. 
 
The Rapporteur explained that the draft Decision on the Omani irrigation system now 
included an amendment proposed by the Delegation of Kuwait. 
 
The Delegation of Norway stated that it did not agree with that procedure, as a matter of 
principle, and that the Committee should follow the Operational Guidelines – in the case 
under consideration the legal protection and management system should be in place 
before inscription. It expected the Committee to be just and fair and to apply the same 
procedure to all nominations, either following the rules or changing them. 
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The Delegation of the United States of America stated that in the past, sites had been 
inscribed on the basis of traditional management systems and that the Committee needed 
to recognize that different cultures had different legal mechanisms. Sometimes, the 
traditional mechanisms were better, and in the case under review, there was more 
protection than had been originally understood. The Delegation could therefore support 
the amendment. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands said that it did not object to the compromise text but 
was sympathetic to what the Delegation of Norway had said. The site was extremely 
important and the Delegation of the Netherlands supported its inscription. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.37 adopted as amended. 
 
The Observer Delegation of Oman thanked the Committee and also expressed gratitude 
to the World Heritage Centre for its efforts, adding that the decision would boost Oman’s 
efforts to protect its heritage. 
 
 
C.5 LATIN AMERICA/CARIBBEAN 
 
C.5.1 New nominations 
 

Property Incallajta: the fundamental rock of 
the Inca power in the Collasuyo 

Id. N° 

C 1218 
State Party Bolivia 
Criteria proposed by 
State Party 

C (i)(ii)(vi) 

 

 
ICOMOS explained that the Inca site in question was situated at the convergence of two 
rivers. There were remains of peripheral walls, a fortress, a ceremonial site and an Inca 
power rock. 
 
The site was associated with the Incas but the significance of the site was not yet known 
and it was difficult to establish its outstanding universal value on the basis of the current 
information available. ICOMOS recommended that examination of the site be deferred to 
allow the State Party to undertake further research to establish its relation with other sites, 
and to determine whether it was in fact the “fundamental rock of Inca power”. Perhaps 
the site could be integrated into a larger Inca routes project. 
 
The Delegation of Cuba congratulated ICOMOS for its clear and precise report and, with 
reference to proposed criteria (i) and (ii), said that the problem of lack of information 
pointed out in the evaluation report could be solved by giving the possibility to the State 
Party to provide additional information. It therefore suggested amending the draft 
Decision to the effect that the nomination was referred, not deferred. 
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The Delegation of Spain asked the State Party to clarify whether the proposed 
nomination was part of the Camino Inca cultural itinerary project in which several States 
Parties had been involved. It expressed its surprise that the nomination had been proposed 
as a separate and autonomous project. 
 
La délégation de la Tunisie félicite le travail extrêmement minutieux accompli par 
l’ICOMOS, tout en exprimant sa perplexité par rapport au point b) du paragraphe 2 du 
projet de décision et demande à l’ICOMOS de clarifier ce projet. 
 
ICOMOS replied that the “fundamental rock of Inca power” referred to the name of the 
site “Incallajta: The fundamental rock of Inca power in the Collasuyo”, and 
paragraph 2 (b) referred to that. 
 
The Delegation of Chile recalled that the Andean countries involved in the project 
mentioned by the Delegation of Spain met regularly to develop the project further, but the 
State Party was free to present its nomination in an autonomous way and could eventually 
join the trans-national project of Qapaq Ñan in the future. 
 
The Delegation of Canada suggested that paragraph 2 (c) might read “evaluate the 
appropriateness of including it in the Inca routes”. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.56 adopted as amended. 
 

Property Sewell Mining Town 
Id. N° 

C 1214 
State Party Chile 
Criteria proposed by 
State Party 

C (ii)(iii)(v) 

 

 
ICOMOS, presenting the nomination, stated that the authenticity and integrity of the site 
were largely intact and, although Sewell was not unique, it was an example of a company 
mining town in a hostile environment which gave it outstanding universal value. 
ICOMOS considered that the site met only criterion (ii).  
 
The Delegation of Israel asked whether it should be named a company town rather than a 
mining town and added that the Delegation of Israel supported the inscription. 
 
ICOMOS replied that it was a company town, built to house miners. The mine was still 
functioning. 
 
The Delegation of Norway supported the inscription of this site on the World heritage 
List. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands stated that it was an interesting case. It was no longer 
a working town and nobody lived there – what was the prospect for the future? 
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ICOMOS replied that the local population had moved further down the slope to a new 
town, but it might be possible for some life to be brought back to the town now that 
threats from air pollution had been addressed. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.57 adopted. 
 
The Delegation of Chile commended the way in which the Committee had debated the 
nomination and thanked ICOMOS for its excellent work. It further recalled that next to 
the property there still was the largest copper mine in the world and that all the workers 
were very proud that what they felt was their own heritage would now become the 
common heritage of humankind. 
 
 
C.2 ARAB STATES (continued) 
 
C.2.1 New nominations 
 

Property Castles of Syria 
Id. N° 

C 1229 
State Party Syrian Arab Republic 
Criteria proposed by 
State Party 

C (ii)(iv) 

 

 
ICOMOS, noting that the State Party had agreed to change the name of the property to 
Crac des Chevaliers and Qalaat Salah El-Din, introduced the property as being well 
preserved. The Crac des Chevaliers was usually recognized as the best example of all the 
crusader castles. 
  
ICOMOS had requested clarification from the State Party on certain issues, including its 
commitment not to build cable-cars, and on the implementation of the management plan. 
The State Party had provided the required information, the management system was in 
place, the cable-cars would not be built, and the Aga Khan Trust was helping in the 
process. Authenticity was not in doubt and integrity had been maintained. The 
outstanding universal value was justified, and ICOMOS recommended inscription under 
criteria (ii) and (iv).  
 
The Delegation of Norway said that the State Party had made every effort to settle the 
question of cable-cars. 
 
The Delegation of Israel expressed full support for the nomination and also raised the 
question of serial nomination as recommended by ICOMOS. 
 
The Delegation of New Zealand wondered whether an amendment could be made in this 
sense.  
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The Delegation of the Netherlands referred to page 56 of the report, and asked if the 
open-air theatre was being built. 
 
ICOMOS replied that any new construction would not disturb the integrity of the site. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.38 adopted. 
 
La délégation de la République Arabe Syrienne (observateur) remercie le Comité, le 
Centre et l’ICOMOS. Elle rappelle la dimension historique de la décision que le Comité 
vient d’adopter en inscrivant le bien sur la Liste du patrimoine mondial. Elle rassure le 
Comité du patrimoine mondial qu’elle va tenir ses engagements par rapport à la 
conservation du bien et ajoute que son pays attend d’accueillir tous les participants à bras 
ouverts. 
 
 
C.3 ASIA/PACIFIC 
 

C.3.1 New Nominations 
 

Property Yin Xu 
Id. N° 

C 1114 
State Party China 
Criteria proposed by 
State Party 

C (i)(ii)(iii)(iv)(vi) 

 

 
ICOMOS introduced the site, explaining that Yin Xu was an early capital of the Chinese 
empire and stood as a testimony to the rich history of early China. There were two core 
zones. The palace had been excavated and was well preserved, and the royal tombs were 
prototypes for later royal tombs. ICOMOS believed threats to the site were under control, 
including flooding, the railway, and an industrial plant which had now been removed. 
Management was in order, authenticity verified, and integrity satisfactory. The property’s 
outstanding universal value was established and ICOMOS recommended inscription on the 
basis of criteria (ii), (iii), (iv) and (vi). 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.39 adopted. 
 
The Observer Delegation of China expressed its gratitude to the Committee, to ICOMOS 
and to the Word Heritage Centre for their help and advice, and pledged the State Party’s 
commitment to preserve the new World Heritage site. 
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Property River Island of Majuli in midstream 
of Brahmaputra River in Assam 

Id. N° 

C 1206 
State Party India 
Criteria proposed by 
State Party 

C (ii)(iii)(v)(vi) + CL 

 

 
ICOMOS presented the nomination. With regard to the site’s integrity, it was not clear 
how the Sattras could subsist, and the nomination dossier had not yet demonstrated how 
the property’s outstanding universal value was reflected in the landscape. More 
information was needed on spiritual values in relation to the landscape, but the site did 
have the potential to demonstrate outstanding universal value. With regard to criteria (ii), 
(iii), (v) and (vi), more information was needed. At the same time, the State Party had 
furnished a considerable amount of new information and was willing to take the process 
forward over the next year. 
 
Suite à la présentation orale du rapport d’évaluation par l’ICOMOS, la délégation du 
Bénin demande s'il ne serait pas plus approprié de renvoyer la proposition d’inscription à 
l’Etat partie plutôt que de la différer.  
 
ICOMOS replied that the questions could be addressed in the coming year and referred 
to the next Committee session. 
 
IUCN observed that increased flooding was a serious threat and a risk management plan 
was a priority. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya asked if that could be undertaken in the following year. 
 
The Delegation of India replied that, as far as it was concerned, the site could be 
inscribed now. 
 
The Delegation of Israel asked if there was enough information for the outstanding 
universal value criterion to be met and if the referral concerned other issues. 
 
ICOMOS stated that more information was needed on how the spatial patterns in the 
landscape reflected the very powerful spiritual ideas underpinning the nomination, but 
they believed that more information could be provided in the coming year. 
 
The Delegation of Norway said that it was a very interesting nomination and agreed to 
referral, expressing concern about whether a risk preparedness plan been put in place. 
 
The Delegation of India replied that Majuli had survived floods for over four hundred 
years and there were long-term plans in place for risk preparedness. 
 
The Delegation of Mauritius asked for clarifications about the management plan. 
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The Delegation of India replied that there was a very detailed management plan which 
provided for a specific management structure to be put in place.  
 
The Delegation of Japan inquired what exactly needed more clarification from 
ICOMOS. 
 
ICOMOS replied that the property in question was a cultural landscape developed over 
many centuries and a better understanding was needed of how the landscape reflected the 
ideas constituting outstanding universal value. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya asked if risk preparedness was a pre-condition to listing a site. 
 
IUCN replied that a risk preparedness plan should be an element of the management 
plan. 
 
The Delegation of Israel suggested that the question posed by ICOMOS might have been 
asked earlier. 
 
La délégation du Bénin demande aux Organisations consultatives si les informations 
supplémentaires requises ne pourraient pas être adressées en renvoyant simplement la 
proposition d'inscription à l’Etat partie lui permettant ainsi de fournir ce complément 
d’information. 
 
The Chairperson said she took it that the Committee agreed to referral and declared 
Decision 30 COM 8B.40 adopted as amended. 
 
 

Property Bisotun 
Id. N° 

C 1222 
State Party Iran (Islamic Republic of) 
Criteria proposed by 
State Party 

C (ii)(iii) 

 

 
ICOMOS presented the nomination and explained that further information had been 
requested and received from the State Party. The management system and management 
plan were now in place. Authenticity was not in doubt, integrity was intact, and the site 
had outstanding universal value. It met criteria (ii) and (iii). 
 
The Chairperson declared the site inscribed and Decision 30 COM 8B.41 adopted. 
 
The Observer Delegation of the Islamic Republic of Iran expressed thanks to the 
Committee, ICOMOS and the World Heritage Centre, adding that Bisotun was also a part 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran’s intangible heritage and was the setting for its oldest and 
most famous love story. 
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C.3.2 Minor modifications to the boundaries 
 

Property Katmandu Valley 
Id. N° 

C 121 Bis 
State Party Nepal 
Criteria proposed by 
State Party 

C (iii)(iv)(vi) 

 

 
The Chairperson introduced the amended decision on the modification to the boundaries 
of the Kathmandu Valley. 
 
ICOMOS explained that the site covered seven ensembles and had been listed in 1979 
under criteria (iii), (iv) and (vi). A joint ICOMOS-UNESCO mission in 2005 had 
determined that the site’s outstanding universal value was still intact but in reduced 
zones. The State Party had submitted the proposed modifications in June 2006, and the 
related changes were included in the amended decision. The integrated management plan 
was at an advanced stage and was now in line with the revised boundaries. The 
authenticity, integrity and outstanding universal value of the property were all retained 
and adequately reflected within the new boundaries. All the criteria for the site’s original 
inscription were still valid.  
 
ICOMOS recommended that the minor modifications be approved. 
 
The Delegation of Canada asked how ICOMOS decided that it was a minor 
modification. 
 
ICOMOS replied that that had in fact been the decision of the Committee in Durban. 
 
The World Heritage Centre stated that it was an important issue and that in 2005 
ICOMOS, the State Party and the stakeholders, together with the World Heritage 
Committee, had organized an intensive workshop to identify and agree to the new 
boundaries which were being proposed. 
 
The Delegation of Israel welcomed that decision but asked if three of the ensembles had 
completely lost their authenticity. 
 
ICOMOS replied that, while the authenticity of those three ensembles had been affected 
by the loss of urban fabric, there had not been a complete loss of authenticity. That loss 
of urban fabric was why the boundaries had been reduced. 
 
The World Heritage Centre pointed out that it was a living heritage and some transition 
was inevitable and understandable. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.42 adopted. 
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C.4 EUROPE/NORTH AMERICA 
 

C.4.1 New nominations 
 

Property The Causses and the Cévennes 
Id. N° 

C 1153 
State Party France 
Criteria proposed by 
State Party 

C (v)(vi) + CL 

 

 
ICOMOS presented the nomination and explained that it was difficult to identify 
outstanding universal value for the entire nominated area under criteria (v) and (vi); 
indeed, they were not justified and the nomination should be deferred. 
 
IUCN informed the Committee of the variety of natural values in the Cévennes and the 
creative relationship between the environment and the local communities. 
 
The Delegation of Spain expressed its surprise at the conclusions of ICOMOS, 
considering that the outstanding universal value of the property could not be denied for 
Protestants, as a place of great importance for their resistance, as well as for Jews, who 
had found refuge there during the Second World War. Since 1911, 30,000 people 
gathered there each year to celebrate tolerance. A Protestant was notably involved in the 
drafting of the French Declaration of Human Rights. The site had specific values, with 
the relationship between the community, the valleys and the mountains, to which should 
be added biodiversity and the unity of the geological plate. It also called upon ICOMOS 
to reconsider its position. 
 
La délégation de la Tunisie déclare que ce site bénéficie d’une originalité et d’une 
authenticité exceptionnelles, tant par son paysage que par son histoire saisissante. Elle 
félicite l’ICOMOS pour son travail tout en considérant que sa conclusion est un peu 
sévère, et les exhorte à réviser leur position. Elle demande en outre que la parole soit 
donnée à l’Etat partie. 
 
The Delegation of Norway pointed out that if none of the criteria were met, the site 
should not be inscribed. It requested ICOMOS to indicate whether there was any 
probability that the outstanding universal value requirement would be met by the site.  
 
ICOMOS said that there was no proof of outstanding universal value for the whole area, 
but it might possibly apply to part of the area. It therefore recommended that the State 
Party should formulate a new request with a reduced area. 
 
La délégation du Maroc précise que ce dossier pose des questions fondamentales au 
Comité: celle de la superficie des sites et de la transhumance. Si l’ICOMOS considère 
qu’il y a un doute quant à la valeur universelle exceptionnelle du bien, le Comité doit 
alors accepter la décision proposée. 
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The Delegation of India said it believed that the entire area was related to important 
historic events and therefore suggested inscribing the site under criterion (vii) (vi).  
 
The Delegation of Israel expressed doubts; IUCN had indicated natural values of the 
area, but what was their relation with the cultural values? It also quoted a World Heritage 
publication in which the site had been said to have the potential to be on the World 
Heritage List, but now that potential was being denied. The Delegation suggested that the 
site might be considered as part of a serial nomination, but not enough information was 
available in that connection. It therefore recommended adopting a decision to defer 
examination of the nomination.  
 
La délégation de Madagascar s’interroge sur la forme du document, précisant qu’il ne 
s’agit pas d’un site, mais d’un ensemble de sites, et que l’utilisation du conditionnel dans 
« pourrait être un paysage culturel » n’est pas appropriée, alors qu’il s’agit évidemment 
d’un paysage culturel. La délégation s’interroge également sur le fond, considérant que la 
présence de la valeur universelle exceptionnelle ne fait aucun doute. Elle rappelle une 
publication du Centre du patrimoine mondial en 1995, citant le bien comme paysage 
cultural potentiel pour inscription sur la Liste du patrimoine mondial. Le critère (vi) lui 
apparaît comme pertinent, considérant que ce sont des lieux de mémoire et du maintien 
d’un mode de vie lié à un paysage (la transhumance) alors qu’il a disparu ailleurs. 
 
La délégation du Bénin considère que la conclusion ne correspond pas au contenu du 
dossier et que, bien que le critère (vi) prête souvent à interprétation, il est ici justifié. Elle 
souhaite également que la parole soit donnée à l’Etat partie, s’interrogeant de savoir 
pourquoi il est nécessaire de reconsidérer les caractéristiques du bien. 
 
La délégation de la France (observateur) précise que ce dossier a été préparé pendant de 
nombreuses années, fondé sur des publications et des expertises qui, toutes, s’entendaient 
à dire que les Causse-Cévennes étaient un paysage culturel éco-pastoral digne de figurer 
sur la Liste du patrimoine mondial. La délégation conteste l’évaluation de l’ICOMOS, 
précisant que le désert cévenol fait partie de la mémoire de tous les protestants du monde 
et que la continuité géographique des Causse-Cévennes était indiscutable. Selon la 
délégation, il n’est pas question de reporter ou de différer, car il n’a aucune autre 
caractéristique que celles déjà indiquées dans le dossier. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America reiterated the concerns of the 
Delegation of Norway and recommended adoption of the draft Decision. 
 
The Delegation of Japan supported India’s proposal to inscribe the site. 
 
The Delegation of Peru supported the inscription. 
 
The Delegation of Norway said it could not see the outstanding universal value of the 
site and recommended deferring the examination to allow for a better analysis.  
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The Delegation of Kenya recognized the site’s outstanding universal value and suggested 
inscription. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands said it valued the site highly and suggested that 
criterion (vi) should be used together with another criterion. It therefore recommended 
either the inscription of the site under criteria (v) and (vi) or, as a compromise, to replace 
the word “Defers” by “Refers” in paragraph 2. 
 
ICOMOS said it still had some concerns but would agree to replace the word “Defers” 
by “Refers” in paragraph 2. 
 
The Delegation of India pointed out that, the previous year, criterion (vi) alone had been 
used for the inscription of the site of Mostar. It would not accept referral of the 
examination and recommended either inscription of the site or suspension of the 
discussion.  
 
The Delegation of Canada supported the proposal to suspend the discussion. 
 
The Chairperson said she took it that the Committee wished to suspend the discussion 
and adjourned the discussion no this nomination. 
 
 

Property Old Town of Regensburg with 
Stadtamhof 

Id. N° 
C 1155 

State Party Germany 
Criteria proposed by 
State Party 

C (i)(ii)(iii) 

 

 
In its presentation, ICOMOS described the site and its history since the Roman period. It 
stressed the importance of the historic ensemble and the cathedral and showed the area 
covered by the core and buffer zones. The threats were mainly due to post-Second World 
War developments, as the war destruction had taken place in the industrial zone outside 
the historic centre, and concerned the present state of conservation and flooding by the 
river. The site possessed legal protection and a management structure and management 
plan. ICOMOS had no doubt about its authenticity. A comparative study had been carried 
out with other old towns in Central Europe, most of them already inscribed on the World 
Heritage List. The site was the only large, intact German medieval city still functioning. 
ICOMOS had no doubt about the site’s outstanding universal value and proposed to 
consider it as a trading centre. It agreed to reconsider its “deferral” recommendation and 
was in favour of recommending the site’s inscription under criteria (ii), (iii) and (iv).  
 
The Delegation of Israel, supported by ICOMOS, said that it should be clarified how and 
when the required material would be provided by the State Party to the World Heritage 
Centre. The Delegation welcomed the revised recommendation of ICOMOS. 
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The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.45 adopted as amended. 
 
The Observer Delegation of Germany expressed thanks to all those who had helped to 
arrive at the decision, stating that the news would be very well received in Germany.  
 
 

Property Genoa: Le Strade Nuove and the 
system of the Palazzi dei Rolli 

Id. N° 

C 1211 
State Party Italy 
Criteria proposed by 
State Party 

C (ii)(iii)(iv)(vi) 

 

 
In its presentation, ICOMOS described the site and the history of that outstanding 
ensemble since its creation in the 16th century outside the medieval centre. It had 
strongly influenced baroque architecture in the rest of Europe. The core and buffer zones 
had been defined according to an ICOMOS recommendation, to include only the most 
significant palaces. The threats were under the State Party’s control and a suitable 
management system had been in place for 15 years. A comparative analysis showed how 
innovative the approach had been in its time. There was no doubt about the property’s 
outstanding universal value. ICOMOS recommended inscription under criteria (ii) and 
(iv).  
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.46 adopted. 
 
La délégation de l’Italie (observateur) remercie le Comité pour cette décision et 
l’ICOMOS pour son travail. En se félicitant de l’inscription, elle tient à souligner 
l’engagement continu de l’Italie en faveur du renforcement de la Convention du 
patrimoine mondial et qu’elle ne cessera pas son aide en faveur des pays peu ou sous-
représentés sur la Liste du patrimoine mondial. La délégation rappelle en outre la loi 
récemment adoptée par le Parlement sur les plans de gestion de tous les biens du 
patrimoine mondial en Italie. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America congratulated the Observer Delegation 
of Italy but drew attention to paragraph 5 of the draft Decision, requesting the State Party 
to eliminate the section of the motorway in front of the historic centre.  
 
 

Property Centennial Hall in Wroclaw, Poland 
Id. N° 

C 1165 
State Party Poland 
Criteria proposed by 
State Party 

C (i)(ii)(iv) 
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ICOMOS described the ensemble, which had been constructed in 1911 with a 
courageous design, innovative techniques and impressive dimensions. Its authenticity 
was intact. The core zone included the building and the surrounding park. The only threat 
was from flooding by the river. Management was efficiently ensured by the municipality 
and there was no doubt about authenticity. ICOMOS therefore recommended inscribing 
the site under criteria (i), (ii) and (iv).  
 
The Delegation of Israel said that the development of guidelines on how to treat modern 
architecture was to be encouraged. It also saw a problem with inscribing the site under 
criterion (iv).  
 
ICOMOS said it regarded criterion (iv) only as an additional qualification, but not the 
main one.  
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands recommended inscription of the site. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.47 adopted. 
 
La délégation de Pologne remercie les membres du Comité. 
 
 

Property Vizcaya Bridge 
Id. N° 

C 1217 
State Party Spain 
Criteria proposed by 
State Party 

C (i)(ii)(iii)(iv) 

 

 
ICOMOS described the Bridge and its history. The core zone was the Bridge itself and 
the buffer zone covered areas on both sides of the river. The risks were minimal in the 
core zone and higher in the buffer zone on account of tourism. Management was in 
private hands and had proved efficient. The site’s authenticity was intact and comparative 
study had revealed that it was the first gondola bridge in the world, constructed with 
innovative techniques; only 8 out of 18 bridges of that type had survived. There was no 
doubt about its outstanding universal value. ICOMOS recommended inscribing the site 
under criteria (i) and (ii).  
 
The Delegation of the United States of America proposed an amendment to paragraph 3 
of the draft Decision to reflect the State Party’s recent decision not to construct the car 
park next to the site.  
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.49 adopted as amended. 
 
The Delegation of Spain, thanking the Committee, said that the inscription was very 
important as the first listing in the Basque country and the first Spanish industrial site. It 
thanked ICOMOS, the World Heritage Centre and all those who had contributed to the 
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successful nomination, notably the managers of the site. It showed how protection could 
be ensured, with three institutions responsible for management. 
 
 

Property Cornwall and West Devon Mining 
Landscape 

Id. N° 

C 1215 
State Party United Kingdom 
Criteria proposed by 
State Party 

C (ii)(iii)(iv) + CL 

 

 
ICOMOS described the site, consisting of ten core areas forming a cultural landscape 
with a variety of industrial infrastructures, transport network (bridges, harbours, etc.) and 
settlements. The threats were development pressure, conversion of structures, resumption 
of mining, removal of secondary materials, such as waste heaps, and farming. A 
management system was in place. The authenticity and integrity of the site were very 
well preserved. There was no doubt about its outstanding universal value. ICOMOS 
considered that the site met criteria (ii), (iii) and (iv). However, it recommended referral 
of the nomination to allow the State Party to provide better legal protection and create 
buffer zones. It had some concern about micro-management by the different villages and 
the development of Hayle harbour.  
 
IUCN pointed out that insufficient consideration had been given to the fact that the site 
was one of the highly polluted areas of the country and recommended the inclusion of 
decontamination in the management plan.  
 
The Delegation of India requested clarification of the affirmation by the State Party that 
buffer zones could be detrimental to the site.  
 
The Observer Delegation of the United Kingdom reassured the Committee that legal 
protection was in place and had proved efficient for 60 years through special plans. It also 
drew attention to the fact that the Operational Guidelines stipulated that in exceptional 
cases a site could be inscribed without a buffer zone. In the case under consideration a 
buffer zone was not required, bearing in mind that it would damage the site. However, 
Cornwall as a whole could be considered a buffer zone.  
 
The Delegation of the United States of America recommended inclusion of historic 
waste in paragraph 4 of the draft Decision.  
 
ICOMOS agreed that historic waste should be taken in consideration for the 
management plan.  
 
The Delegation of Kenya recommended taking into account the human factor, namely 
the miners, and agreed with the Observer Delegation of the United Kingdom that a buffer 
zone would not be required and that the development of the harbour should not be overly 
restricted.  
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The Delegation of Norway said there was some confusion in the statements by ICOMOS 
acknowledging on one hand that the United Kingdom possessed one of the world’s best 
systems of legal protection, yet finding its implementation insufficient. How could the 
United Kingdom improve its implementation? 
 
ICOMOS pointed out that the plans were not yet implemented at the site.  
 
The Delegation of Canada stated that the site clearly possessed outstanding universal 
value in the category of industrial sites, which was under-represented. The 
recommendations of ICOMOS were unclear.  
 
ICOMOS referred to subparagraph 2 (a) of the draft Decision and suggested that the 
State Party might consider reducing the area to be inscribed.  
 
The Delegation of Israel said it would support inscription of the site and asked whether 
that could be done within the framework of a serial nomination of mining sites.  
 
In response to a question by the Delegation of Norway as to whether there was legal 
protection or not, the Observer Delegation of the United Kingdom assured the 
Committee that all parts of the proposed site were legally protected.  
 
The Delegation of India proposed amending subparagraph 2 (c) concerning buffer zones.  
 
The Delegation of Israel referred to paragraph 160 which concerned guaranties regarding 
meaning and implications of the Operational Guidelines. 
 
The Delegation of Canada made reference to the similar case of Oman. 
 
The Delegation of Lithuania supported the inscription of the site and pointed out the 
many redundant requirements of the draft Decision. For example, a buffer zone would 
not be required. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America said it considered that the ICOMOS 
recommendations were not clear enough and would propose to delete subparagraph 2 (c) 
of the draft Decision and inscribe the site.  
 
La délégation du Maroc est en faveur de la proposition faite par la délégation du Canada 
en vue d’une inscription, avec recommandation sur la protection du site.  
 
The Delegation of India suggested deleting paragraphs 2 (b) and 2 (c). 
 
The Delegations of Peru, Spain and Cuba indicated that they would favour inscribing 
the site on the World Hritage List. 
 
The Delegation of Chile supported the proposal of the Delegation of the Canada.  
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La délégation de la Tunisie donne son soutien à la délégation du Canada. 
 
The Delegation of Spain stated its support for the Delegation of Canada’s amendment.  
 
The Delegation of Israel proposed amending paragraph 2 (c), noting the statement made 
by the State Party on buffer zones. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.50 adopted as amended. 
 
The Observer Delegation of the United Kingdom thanked the Committee.  
 
 
C.4.2          Extension of properties already inscribed on the World Heritage List 
 
 

Property Schloss Eggenberg (Extension to 
“City of Graz – Historic Centre”) 

Id. N° 

C 931 Bis 
State Party Austria 
Criteria proposed by 
State Party 

C (ii)(iv)(vi) 

 
 

ICOMOS introduced the case and recommended deferral.  
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.51 adopted. 
 

 
The meeting rose at 01.00 p.m. 
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TENTH MEETING 

03.00 p.m. - 06.30 p.m. 
 

Chairperson: Ms Ina MARCIULIONYTE 
 

 

ITEM 8B NOMINATIONS OF PROPERTIES TO THE WORLD HERITAGE 
LIST (continued) 

 
Documents: WHC-06/30.COM/8B 
 WHC-06/30.COM/8B.1 
 WHC-06/30.COM/8B.2 
Decisions: 30 COM 8B.1 to 8B.58 
 
 
C.         CULTURAL PROPERTIES 
 
C.          EUROPE/NORTH AMERICA 
 
C.4.1     New nominations (continued) 
 
 

Property The Causses and the Cévennes 
Id. N° 

C 1153 
State Party France 
Criteria proposed by 
State Party 

C (v)(vi) + CL 

 

 
 
The Chairperson invited the Committee to resume its consideration of the Causses and 
the Cévennes site and the relevant draft Decision. She further invited the Observer 
Delegation of the Holy See to make a statement.  
 
La délégation du Saint Siège (observateur) fait part de son inquiétude de voir que la 
religion catholique est mentionnée dans l’évaluation de l’ICOMOS comme un danger.  Il 
n’est pas acceptable qu’une religion, quelle qu’elle soit, puisse être considérée comme 
une menace. 
 
The Delegation of India remarked that the issue had already been clarified with 
ICOMOS and was no longer contentious. 
 
The Chairperson requested a report back from the informal group that had met during 
the lunch break. 
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The Delegation of India reported that, although the group had sought to reach consensus 
based on three options, it had not been possible to do so. It had also worked with and 
tried to develop the proposal made by the Rapporteur under which the property would be 
inscribed with strong encouragement to the State Party to consider, by 2007, further 
qualities that would fully display the site’s outstanding universal value. But there had 
been no meeting of minds. While the Chairperson might wish to open the floor for further 
views, it was clear that the Committee would need to vote. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands sought clarification about the criteria under which 
property might be inscribed under the proposed compromise. It remarked that to inscribe 
the site first and then ask the State Party to establish its outstanding universal value 
afterwards would make a mockery of the Convention. It asked if the State Party could 
clarify whether it would bring it back if the final decision was to defer or refer.  
 
The Delegation of India specified that it had not suggested that the outstanding universal 
value should be established, but fully displayed.  
 
En réponse à la délégation des Pays-Bas, la délégation de la France (observateur) 
rappelle ses propos du matin en ce sens que la proposition d’inscription est déjà complète 
et ne peut pas être renseignée plus qu’elle ne l’est déjà, ne peut être modifiée, ni dans sa 
nature, ni dans ses délimitations, et réitère son désir d’obtenir une décision claire de la 
part du Comité.  
 
The Delegation of Norway remarked that there had been no compromise within the 
informal group. Some delegations believed that the dossier as presented did not fully 
display the qualities of the site in order for its outstanding universal value to be 
established. It would therefore be worthwhile for the State Party to spend more time 
displaying the qualities – for example through a comparative analysis. The Committee 
could not inscribe a property if it was unsure about its outstanding universal value. Some 
Committee members were unconvinced in the case in question. But it was for the State 
Party to decide whether it wished to carry out the comparative analysis.  
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands remarked that it was shocked by the views of the 
State Party. It fully supported the position taken by the Delegation of Norway and 
commented that there was no shame in being asked to do more work. The case could not 
be compared with the decision taken on the Aapravasi Ghat (Mauritius). There were other 
examples of Huguenot resistance, and it considered that to be asked to make a final 
decision now was an affront.  
 
The Delegation of India clarified that it had not said that the group had reached a 
compromise but that it had attempted to develop a compromise as suggested during the 
morning session. It now wished to propose an amendment in its name under which 
paragraph 1 would remain, paragraph 2 would inscribe the property, and paragraph 3 
would request the State Party to consider further the qualities of the property including a 
comparative analysis to fully display its outstanding universal value by 1 February 2007.  
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The Delegation of Norway concurred with the clarification in relation to the 
compromise. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands said that if the proposal went ahead it would refer the 
issue to the General Assembly on the grounds that the Convention was not being applied 
seriously. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya observed that the Committee faced a very delicate situation. Its 
own position was clear but it wished to see the Committee working together. The State 
Party was a very important member of the Convention and host to UNESCO, and had 
consistently demonstrated that it took its responsibilities under the Convention very 
seriously. It observed that the proposal made by India might cause problems and appealed 
to the State Party to consider a referral of one year in order to fully display the property’s 
outstanding universal value and conclude the matter. 
 
La délégation de la France (observateur) remercie la délégation du Kenya pour ses 
propos à l’attention de l’Etat partie français. Elle confirme qu’elle n’a aucun doute sur la 
valeur universelle exceptionnelle du bien proposé et rappelle qu’elle souhaite obtenir une 
réponse claire de la part du Comité. 
 
The Chairperson recalled that the Committee could therefore inscribe or defer. 
 
La délégation de la France (observateur) rappelle que, n’étant pas membre du Comité, 
elle laisse la décision finale à la sagesse de celui-ci.  
 
The Delegation of the United States of America observed that the cart had been put 
before the horse. It did not understand how a property could be inscribed before the 
comparative analysis to establish its outstanding universal value had been carried out. It 
supported what it assumed was the Delegation of Kenya’s proposal to refer. However, if 
the State Party wanted a clear decision then a member of the Committee could put 
forward a motion not to inscribe.  
 
The Delegation of India cautioned against pursuing that course of action. It formally 
moved to close the debate and to vote on the amendments.  
 
The Delegation of the United States of America requested a secret ballot. 
 
At the request of the Chairperson, the Legal Adviser explained that a proposal for a 
secret ballot should be made by two members of the Committee, or could proceed by 
simple decision of the Chair. 
 
The Delegation of Norway seconded the request of the Delegation of the United States of 
America.  
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The Delegation of the United States of America, speaking on a point of order, asked if 
the vote was to be on the amendment proposed by the Delegation of India. 
 
La délégation de la Tunisie rappelle que la catégorie des paysages culturels est très 
importante pour l’avenir, et que pour le moment, sur les 4 propositions d’inscription de 
paysages culturels, seule une a été inscrite.  
 
The Delegation of Norway recalled that the discussion had been closed pending the vote. 
 
The Chairperson asked if the Committee wished to open the discussion. 
 
Following an objection by the Delegation of Tunisia regarding the right to speak, the 
Chairperson apologized if there had been a misunderstanding but recalled that there had 
been a point of order and the debate had been closed.  
 
The Delegation of India sought clarification from the Legal Adviser as to whether a 
secret vote could be opposed.  
 
The Legal Adviser said that it could not if two members of the Committee or the 
Chairperson had so moved. Continuing, it said that, as India had formally moved the 
closure of the debate in order to vote, the Chairperson should proceed on those terms. 
 
The Delegation of India withdrew its move to close the debate so that the Delegation of 
Tunisia could complete its intervention. 
 
La délégation de la Tunisie manifeste son désir de voir plus d’importance accordée aux 
paysages culturels à l’avenir et qu’il ne faut pas avoir peur de renouveler les 
Orientations, qui sont considérées comme intouchables.  
 
 The Chairperson extended her apologies, closed the debate on the property in question 
pending the ballot, and invited the Committee to proceed with its consideration of other 
properties under item 8B.  
 
 
A.1.1 Minor modification to the boundaries of a property already inscribed on the 

World Heritage List 
 

Name of Property Madriu-Perafita-Claror Valley 
Id. N° 1160 Bis 
State Party Andorra 
Criteria proposed by 
State Party 

C (v) 

 
 
ICOMOS presented the nomination. 
 
The Chairperson invited the Committee to consider the draft Decision. 
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Responding to a question posed by the Delegation of Israel, ICOMOS clarified that 
there was no buffer zone beyond the border with Spain. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.59 adopted. 
 
 
 

Property Medieval Monuments in Kosovo  
(Extension to “Dečani Monastery”) 

Id. N° C 724 Bis 
State Party Serbia and Montenegro 
Criteria proposed by 
State Party 

C (ii)(iii)(iv)(vi) 

 

 

The Chairperson invited The Committee to consider two draft Decisions, concerning 
approval of the proposed extension and inscription on the List of World Heritage in 
Danger. 
 
ICOMOS presented the nomination and recommended inscription on the basis of criteria 
(ii), (iii) and (iv). 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America informed the Committee that it had 
pledged USD 1 million at a donor meeting at UNESCO on the Churches of Kosovo, one 
of which was the Church of the Virgin. A number of missions had taken place under the 
leadership of Mr Mounir Bouchenaki, Assistant Director-General for Culture, and it 
could assure the Committee that the repairs would be done in an appropriate manner. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.53 adopted. 
 
The Chairperson invited the Committee to consider the proposal to inscribe the property 
on the List of World Heritage in Danger.  
 
The Delegation of India sought clarification about the name of the State Party. 
 
The Chairperson confirmed that there was no mention of it in the name of the property 
and that the nominating State Party was now the Republic of Serbia. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America asked if the State Party had consented 
to the proposed danger listing.  
 
La délégation de la Serbie (observateur) confirme son accord pour inscrire le bien sur la 
Liste du patrimoine mondial en péril.  
 
La délégation du Maroc rappelle les paragraphes 183 et 184 des Orientations et demande 
si les dispositions préalables de consultation avec l’Etat partie ont bien été prises.  
 
The World Heritage Centre confirmed that here had been prior consultations with the 
State Party following the ICOMOS evaluation as well as agreement on the benchmarks 



Draft Summary Record of the 30th session (Vilnius, 2006)  WHC-06/30.COM/INF.19,  p. 204  
Projet de Résumé des interventions de la 30e session (Vilnius, 2006) 

and corrective measures. 
 
The Delegation of India asked whether the corrective measures in paragraph 5 were also 
benchmarks to be met before the site could been removed from the List of World 
Heritage in Danger.  
 
ICOMOS clarified that the benchmarks relevant to danger listing were set out in 
paragraph 3 and that paragraph 5 referred to corrective measures.  
 
The Delegation of Lithuania supported the proposed extension of the property but 
observed that the reality on the ground meant that it would be difficult for the State Party 
alone to implement the recommendations of paragraphs 4 and 5 of the draft Decision. It 
therefore proposed amending them to include references to cooperation with UNESCO 
programs, the United Nations Mission in Kosovo and the Provisional Institutions of Self-
Government in Kosovo.  
 
The Rapporteur read out the proposed amendments to paragraphs 4 and 5.  
 
The Delegation of Israel noted a reference to “Serbia” in paragraph 3. 
 
The World Heritage Centre explained that it was appropriate in that context, as Serbia 
was the abbreviated name of the State Party under the Convention. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.54 adopted as amended. 
 
The Delegation of Cuba sought clarification as to why the name of the State Party did 
not appear in the draft Decision as it did for other properties. 
 
The Chairperson explained that it had been agreed with the State Party and, in response 
to a question from the Delegation of the United States of America, reconfirmed that 
Serbia was not part of the name of the property.  
 
 
C.4.1 New nominations (continued) 
 
 

Property The Causses and the Cévennes 
Id. N° 

C 1153 
State Party France 
Criteria proposed by 
State Party 

C (v)(vi) + CL 

 

 
The Chairperson invited the Committee to resume its consideration of the nomination of 
the Causses and Cévennes. She informed the Committee that ballot papers were being 
distributed, in English and French.  
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Speaking on a point of order, the Delegation of the United States of America noted that 
the voting procedure was governed by rule 42 of the Rules of Procedure of the World 
Heritage Committee. The Legal Adviser confirmed that procedure.  
 
Following a request for clarification by the Delegation of India, the Legal Advisor 
explained that, as there were three proposed amendments and no way of knowing which 
would pass, it was necessary to proceed paragraph by paragraph. 
 
The Chairperson explained that the Legal Adviser had confirmed that a two-thirds 
majority would be required for an amendment to pass. The first ballot would consider the 
proposal furthest in meaning from the draft Decision and Committee members needed to 
vote for or against it. All 21 members of the Committee were present in the room. 
However, any abstentions would be deducted from the numbers having voted.  
 
A vote was taken by secret ballot. 
 
At the Chairperson’s request, the Delegations of the United States of America and Benin 
acted as tellers. 
 
The result of the vote was as follows: 
 
Numbers of Members: 21 
Numbers of Members absent: 0 
Numbers of blank or invalid ballot papers: 0 
Numbers of votes recorded: 21 
Majority required: 14 
Number of votes obtained: 9 
 
Having failed to obtain the required majority, the amendment was rejected. 
 
 
The Chairperson stated that there had been another amendment on referral and invited 
the Committee to proceed to a second vote, on whether to refer the nomination. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America, seconded by the Delegation of India, 
requested that the vote also be taken by secret ballot. 
 
The Legal Adviser stated that a simple majority was required to decide on a referral.  
 
The result of the vote was as follows: 
 
Numbers of Members: 21 
Numbers of Members absent: 0 
Numbers of blank or invalid ballot papers: 1 
Numbers of votes recorded: 20 
Majority required: 11 
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Number of votes obtained: 12 
 
Having obtained the required majority, the proposal to refer the nomination was adopted. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.44 adopted as amended. 
 
 
ITEM 8B.3 LIST OF COMPLETE NOMINATIONS RECEIVED AS OF 

1 FEBRUARY 2006 FOR EXAMINATION BY THE COMMITTEE 
AT ITS 31ST SESSION (2007) 

 
 
Document: WHC-06/30.COM/INF.8B.3 
 
 
The World Heritage Centre explained that the information document contained a list of 
nominations received by 1 February 2006 and considered complete. Those nominations 
were currently being processed for evaluation by the Advisory Bodies. There had been a 
total of 44 nominations accepted in that manner in 2006. The World Heritage Centre 
pointed out that 44 nominations was just one short of the maximum number of 
nominations accorded under the Suzhou-Cairns decision. It should be noted that some 
nominations had been referred, and it was possible that more than 45 nominations would 
be up for consideration for a decision by the Committee at its 31st session. The World 
Heritage Centre would continue with the nomination process, but warned that the limit of 
45 nominations might be exceeded and that the Committee would have to decide on how 
to proceed at that point. 
 
The Chairperson explained that some nominations had been received late, and that the 
Bureau had decided not to accept them; they would be considered for the following year. 
 
The Delegation of Japan referred to a factual error, noting that the Japanese nomination 
name was incorrect. 
 
The Chairperson informed the Delegation of Japan that the error would be corrected by 
the World Heritage Centre. 
 
In reply to questions by the Delegations of the Netherlands and India about how and 
when late nominations would be treated, the Chairperson and the World Heritage 
Centre, explaining the procedure, said that they would be dealt with the following year. 
 
The Delegation of Peru recalled that during the informal meeting of the previous year no 
decision had been taken and said that it did not understand that such cases should be 
delayed for one year for discussion in New Zealand because of a problem of mailing 
which was beyond the responsibility of the State Party. 
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The Delegation of India said that the Serbia-Croatia nomination was expected to be dealt 
with at the 31st session in New Zealand. The Bureau had discussed the possibility of 
looking into the whole matter at a future meeting, and the Delegation sought clarification 
as to when that nomination would be dealt with.  
 
The World Heritage Centre explained that, as the nomination would not be accepted in 
the 1 February 2006 cycle, it would enter the pipeline on 1 February 2007, and would 
accordingly be decided upon by the Committee in 2008.  
 
The Delegation of Israel said it wondered about the list of nominations and the issues 
that the Committee would be facing the following year. It noted that there were at least 
six modern heritage sites for consideration the following year, and appealed to ICOMOS 
to take a holistic approach to those six sites, and not to consider them individually.  
 
The World Heritage Centre noted that each nomination warranted particular attention, 
but that perhaps the Committee could decide to look at particular nominations in a 
different way.  
 
The Delegation of Peru said it put itself in the position of the State Party of Croatia: the 
problem of delayed DHL delivery could be seen as a punishment for the State Party. It 
asked whether it might be possible to review the case at the current session. 
 
The Chairperson explained that it was necessary to comply with the Operational 
Guidelines. 
 
The Delegation of Norway, quoting the Operational Guidelines, said that the nine late 
nominations should not be discussed.  
 
The Observer Delegation of Germany noted that the Heidelberg nomination was to be its 
priority for 2006.  
 
The World Heritage Committee took note of Document WHC-06/30.COM/INF.8B.3. 
 
 

ITEM 8C UPDATE OF THE LIST OF WORLD HERITAGE IN DANGER 
 
Document: WHC-06/30.COM/8C 
 
Decisions: 30 COM 8C.1 
 30 COM 8C.2 
 30 COM 8C.3 
 
The World Heritage Centre introduced the update of the List of World Heritage in 
Danger contained in document WHC-06/30.COM 8C and the three decisions before the 
Committee. 
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The Chairperson declared Decisions 30 COM 8C.1, 30 COM 8C.2 and 30 COM 8C.3 
adopted. 
 

ITEM 8D REVISION OF CRITERIA OF PROPERTIES INSCRIBED ON 
THE WORLD HERITAGE LIST ACCORDING TO THE 
OPERATIONAL GUIDELINES (2005) 

 
Document: WHC-06/30.COM/8D 

Decisions: 30 COM 8D.1 
 30 COM 8D.2 
 
The World Heritage Centre presented the information document on the change in 
criteria numbering.  
 
The Chairperson declared Decisions 30 COM 8D.1 and 2 adopted. 
 
 

ITEM 9 EVALUATION OF OUTSTANDING UNIVERSAL VALUE 
 
Documents: WHC-06/30.COM/9 

Decision: 30 COM 9 

  
The Chairperson described the background to the item and outlined the discussions that 
had led to the presentation of the draft Decision by the World Heritage Centre. 
 
ICOMOS provided additional background on the nature of the issue.  
 
IUCN added further comments on the Kazan meeting.  
 
ICOMOS gave a presentation. 
 
The Chairperson opened the floor for the discussion. 
 
The Delegation of India agreed that it was a difficult process to identify outstanding 
universal value, particularly in cultural landscapes. It wondered how to go about helping 
to identify outstanding universal value in the preparation of tentative lists. It called into 
question the practice of the World Heritage Centre supporting the nomination of sites that 
were considered to have outstanding universal value, and suggested that that be reflected 
in the decision. 
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The Delegation of Canada congratulated the Advisory Bodies on the paper. It agreed that 
outstanding universal value was the de facto corpus of decisions made by the Committee 
over time, and should be considered as the basis of the work that could be done. Canada 
had some amendments, but first wished to raise a few points, referring to page 2 of the 
document, where some of the ideas that Canada wished to present were captured. It 
proposed that the total corpus of decisions of the Committee would help define what 
outstanding universal value actually was. The resource manuals needed to be prioritized. 
As there were insufficient funds to review them all, a discussion on the matter was 
needed. Application of criteria also needed further discussion, along with thematic and 
regional studies. A training session for new Committee members would be useful.  
  
La délégation du Bénin félicite les Organisations consultatives pour leur présentation et 
convient avec elles qu’il s’agit bien d’un concept très difficile, et que cela se remarque 
dans l’examen de certain dossier de nomination pour lesquels il est difficile d’arriver à 
consensus au sein du Comité. Elle s’interroge par ailleurs sur le processus d’évaluation 
que les Organisations consultatives appliqueraient dans le cas d’un site « asiatique », par 
exemple. Elle ajoute que certains experts locaux sont consultés au début du processus 
d’évaluation mais regrette que leurs idées ne soient pas prises en compte par la suite. Elle 
souhaite que les Organisations consultatives fassent d’avantage confiance aux experts 
locaux et intègrent leur avis dans le processus d’examen d’inscription. La délégation 
appuie la proposition des manuels de référence sur les pratiques. 
 
ICOMOS replied to the query of the Delegation of Benin, explaining that it tried to use 
regional experts when evaluating properties, and to do so in their geo-cultural contexts. In 
terms of additional support to States Parties in enhancing their understanding of 
outstanding universal value, finding the best tools for that purpose was important, as it 
facilitated evaluation processes. 
 
IUCN pointed out that it had a database of all protected areas and relevant literature on 
flora and fauna worldwide. Once it received a nomination, it reviewed those databases. It 
also sought out regional experts – trying at the very minimum to send someone who had 
an in-depth knowledge of the region. It also had a very comprehensive training 
programme for all evaluators. The evaluator’s opinion was, however, not all that counted, 
as there was an independent review by experts worldwide on the dossier that was 
produced as a result. IUCN agreed that the process was not perfect, but constantly 
endeavoured to improve it, and noted that the next step involved training a new 
generation of evaluators. 
 
The Delegation of Norway warned of the risk of a lengthy discussion on the subject. It 
concurred with the Delegation of Canada on the importance of the list on page 2 of the 
document. It also expressed some concern over the resource manuals and reminded the 
Committee that there would be a comprehensive discussion on the issue in New Zealand. 
It requested that paragraph 6 be deleted, along with paragraph 7, which did not appear to 
have anything to do with outstanding universal value. The Delegation proposed an 
additional paragraph, requesting the Advisory Bodies to carry out a preliminary review of 
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the outstanding universal value of tentative list sites. The Delegation noted the statement 
of the Delegation of Benin and also encouraged some discussion on authenticity. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya stated that it appreciated the Lithuanian President’s words on 
what constituted outstanding universal value, noting that the local situation should be 
taken into consideration when considering outstanding universal value. The Delegation 
expressed disappointment at the treatment of religious places, suggesting that their 
outstanding universal value needed to be looked at critically. Comparative studies were 
also a critical component of that work, and the Delegation observed that they were also 
used to suppress certain sites and to support others. The most important part of 
determining outstanding universal value was to look at the local component, utilizing the 
knowledge available. The Delegation supported the IUCN use of two people in 
evaluation missions.  
 
The Delegation of the United States of America agreed with the Delegation of Kenya 
that nobody had a monopoly on what constituted outstanding universal value, although it 
was clear that the concept of outstanding universal value must include integrity, 
authenticity, protection and management, and that should not be forgotten. The 
Delegation remained firmly behind those principles and suggested that the Committee 
should have a discussion on outstanding universal value at every meeting before 
discussing state of conservation reports and nominations in order to frame the 
Committee’s discussions more clearly.  
 
The Delegation of Spain said that outstanding universal value was probably the 
philosopher’s stone of the Convention and explained how the notion had developed and 
expanded with time. It was necessary to speak the same language when talking about 
outstanding universal value. The Delegation drew the Committee’s attention to the 
example of some nomination dossiers which could not be treated properly because of 
difficulties in identifying their outstanding universal value due to their different 
typological and cultural content. There were some good ideas in the draft Decision which 
should be maintained. It might be difficult to produce a manual in time for the following 
year, but even a draft of the document could be sufficient. 
 
The Delegation of New Zealand reminded the Committee that a wide interpretation of 
outstanding universal value had been used, although indigenous people, especially in the 
Pacific, had expressed concern that it did not take their interests into consideration. There 
was some concern that indigenous world views could not easily fit with the outstanding 
universal value discussions to date. Indigenous peoples were more inclined to link 
authenticity with continuity. The ideals of trans-boundary mechanisms were relevant to 
indigenous people. There was merit in exploring the implications of indigenous in that 
issue.  
 
La délégation du Maroc fait remarquer que la Valeur universelle exceptionnelle relève à 
la fois de l’intrinsèque et de l’extrinsèque, du local et du global. Elle compare l’évolution 
de la Convention de 2003 (sur le patrimoine immatériel) passant du concept des « chefs 
d’œuvre » à celui plus simple du patrimoine immatériel alors qu’il a fallu beaucoup de 
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temps à la Convention de 1972 pour passer du "superlatif" d’un patrimoine monumental 
aux patrimoines plus simples, proches de l’homme et représentatifs des valeurs locales. 
Elle demande comment on peut concrètement appliquer la Valeur universelle 
exceptionnelle et les critères ? Elle souligne l’importance des manuels pour une meilleure 
compréhension de la Valeur universelle exceptionnelle et demande des éclaircissements 
sur le processus des commentaires sur l’établissement des Listes indicatives. 
 
ICOMOS said in response that it was difficult to give advice on tentative listing, 
particularly on account of the resource implications, and had no recommendations on the 
manner of proceeding. 
 
The Delegation of Israel noted that the information documents contained much of 
interest, indeed more than what was presented, namely on the issue of representation, and 
wondered if, when considering a site, it was seen as one element in the whole world, or 
one that represented a particular geography. On the issue of comparative analysis, that 
there was a feeling that more help from the Advisory Bodies was needed. Both ICOMOS 
and IUCN evaluated tentative lists, and the Delegation suggested that the situation must 
be improved, as the format of tentative lists was poor. It also noted that the diagram in 
figure 1 on page 12 classified issues in boxes, and recommended that there should be 
sharp dividing lines between different kinds of items, and suggested that tentative lists be 
part of that group. It further suggested that the idea of decisions and corporate 
knowledge, and the use of key words to help identify gaps, would be useful. 
  
La délégation de la Tunisie indique que l’Homme est à la mesure de toute chose et qu’il 
doit la référence essentielle. Elle demande de tenir compte de l’authenticité et fait 
remarquer que cette dernière n’a pas la même portée selon les cultures et traditions.  Elle 
ajoute que l’authenticité se rencontre dans l’homme comme le sacré. En conclusion, elle 
propose que l’on réfléchisse à partir de l’homme. 
 
The Delegation of Japan noted that the quest for sharing an understanding of outstanding 
universal value would be difficult.  
 
The Chairperson proposed a review of draft amendments, to be presented the following 
day. 
 
The Delegation of India requested that a paragraph should be included in the draft 
Decision on indigenous issues. 
 
The Delegation of Norway suggested that a paragraph be deleted. It said it also wished to 
discuss the issue further in the context of another item. 
 
The Chairperson said that the discussion would be resumed on the following day. 
 

The meeting rose at 6.30 a.m. 
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SIXTH DAY – FRIDAY 14 JULY 2006 

ELEVENTH MEETING 

09.00 am - 01.00 pm 
 

Chairperson:  Ms. Ina MARCIULIONYTE 
 

 
   

ITEM 9 EVALUATION OF OUTSTANDING UNIVERSAL VALUE 
(continued) 

 
Documents: WHC-06/30.COM/9 
 WHC-06/30.COM/INF.9 
 
Decision : 30 COM 9 
 
 
The Chairperson reported on the Bureau meeting, and invited the Committee to resume 
its consideration of agenda item 9, requesting the Rapporteur to present the consolidated 
revised decision prepared on the basis of the discussions held on the previous day. 
 
The Rapporteur explained that he had had to integrate nine different amendments that 
had been submitted. A tenth amendment had been submitted on that morning by the 
Delegations of Canada, Israel and the United States of America, concerning paragraph 13 
of the draft Decision 30 COM 9, which he read out. 
 
La délégation du Bénin estime qu’il y a des sites qui ne sont pas représentés sur la Liste 
bien qu’ils aient une valeur universelle exceptionnelle et propose un amendement dans ce 
sens au paragraphe 5 du projet de Décision 30 COM 9.  
 
The Delegation of Peru referred to paragraph 3 of the revised draft Decision and 
reiterated that it believed that outstanding universal value could not be the monopoly of 
any culture, proposing to express that in a more positive manner. 
 
ICOMOS strongly supported the idea of making paragraph 3 of the draft Decision more 
positive in its tone, and offered some new wording in that regard. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya, referring to the guidance manuals, asked who would be 
responsible for their preparation. With respect to paragraph 6 of the decision, it suggested 
that the World Heritage Centre be mentioned first as the body to which the Committee 
was entrusting the responsibility for implementing that activity. 
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The Delegation of Canada proposed an amendment to paragraph 8 of the draft Decision, 
and requested clarifications on the financial implications of the requests made by the 
Committee to the World Heritage Centre. It also suggested that paragraph 9 be deleted 
from the decision, and made a further suggestion to amend paragraph 10 a). With 
reference to paragraph 11, the Delegation asked what exactly was meant by “feasibility 
study”. Finally, it proposed to delete paragraph 13 since it was a repetition of a previous 
paragraph. 
 
The Delegation of Israel, which had submitted the amendment on paragraph 11, clarified 
that a feasibility study was intended to assess the viability of a nomination from the point 
of view of the threats affecting the site and its management framework. 
 
The Delegation of India suggested that a paragraph be added at the end of the draft 
Decision to ensure that a debate on the issue of outstanding universal value be held at 
every session of the Committee. With reference to paragraph 7, it requested that the 
mention of “unsuccessful inscriptions” be removed. It agreed with the proposal made by 
the Delegation of Peru to make paragraph 3 more positive; however, it felt that the strong 
message conveyed by that paragraph should have been retained. 
 
The Delegation of Norway said it was comfortable with the draft Decision and proposed 
some amendments. It supported in principle the point made earlier by the Delegation of 
Kenya on the need to identify the World Heritage Centre as the responsible body for the 
elaboration of the manuals. It wondered, however, if it was feasible for the World 
Heritage Centre to carry out all the tasks requested of it and, while recommending not 
overburdening the Secretariat, asked for an estimate of the financial implications so as to 
define the priorities. Perhaps the two requested manuals could be prepared over a period 
of two years, instead of one. 
 
IUCN supported the point just made, and stressed that more resources would be required 
in order to produce the requested guidance manuals. 
 
The Chairperson sought the consensus of the Committee on the suggestion made by the 
Delegation of Norway to spread the tasks requested of the World Heritage Centre over 
two years. 
 
The Delegation of New Zealand stressed the need to give appropriate recognition to the 
views of indigenous communities in defining outstanding universal value by retaining the 
original wording in paragraph 3 of the draft Decision. 
 
La délégation du Maroc remercie le Rapporteur pour cette excellente version mais dit 
qu’elle veut revenir au paragraphe 3 où on parle du concept qui ne peut être monopolisé 
ou appartenir à une seule culture, alors qu’il devrait appartenir à l’humanité entière. Elle 
ajoute que la valeur universelle exceptionnelle par rapport aux valeurs autochtones est 
reprise au paragraphe 7(e) où le Comité donne l’impression de substituer la valeur 
universelle exceptionnelle par les valeurs autochtones. Ceci n’étant pas dans l’esprit de la 
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Convention, elle estime qu’il faudrait reformuler la phrase pour ne pas donner 
l’impression que les valeurs des autochtones soient moins importantes. La délégation 
propose également qu’une référence aux consultations techniques soit insérée au 
paragraphe 11. 
 
The Chairperson stated that the feasibility studies referred to in paragraph 11 would 
presumably include the technical consultations mentioned by the Delegation of Morocco. 
 
The Delegation of Kuwait suggested adding a reference to “non-represented countries” 
in paragraph 5.  
 
The Delegation of Israel supported the positions expressed by the Delegation of Peru and 
ICOMOS on paragraph 3, for which the words “embrace and integrate values” would 
seem more appropriate. In paragraph 4, it suggested adding a reference to “natural 
context”, while it agreed with the proposals made earlier by the Delegation of Benin on 
paragraphs 5 and 6. With respect to paragraph 7, it was too heavy and would imply too 
much work for the World Heritage Centre. What was required at the present stage was 
simply a draft paper to develop the contents for discussion, not the final publication that 
could have been left for later. Paragraph 7 could certainly be streamlined. The Delegation 
also confirmed that Israel would host a meeting on buffer zones, which it considered very 
important. 
 
The Delegation of Japan, referring to the suggestion that Tentative Lists could be used as 
tools to promote a better use of the concept of outstanding universal value, drew the 
attention of the Committee to the need to take into account cultural, institutional and legal 
differences among the various countries. It suggested adding to paragraph 10 the words 
“while taking into account States Parties’ situations”. 
 
The Rapporteur stated that paragraph number 7 was not included in the final draft 
Decision because the Delegation of Norway wanted to introduce it into another part of 
the decision. 
 
L’ICCROM souhaiterait ajouter au paragraphe 4 les mots suivants : « tangible and 
intangible elements are inseparable ». 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands, noting that both the World Heritage Centre and the 
Advisory Bodies were already overstretched, requested assurances that they could take on 
the extra work. 
 
The World Heritage Centre said it identified five distinct tasks that the Committee had 
requested. They included the preparation of two “compendiums”; the organization of two 
experts’ meetings; and the elaboration of a new format for the submission of Tentative 
Lists. Perhaps they could be split into two cycles, meaning that there would be one 
compendium and one meeting each year. All the activities were very important and 
required resources, which the World Heritage Centre would have to identify.  
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The Delegation of Canada requested a clarification on the way the tasks were going to 
be distributed between the Secretariat and the Advisory Bodies, suggesting that the latter 
could take some of the responsibility for the work required. 
 
The World Heritage Centre confirmed that the work would be carried out in full 
collaboration, recalling however that the Secretariat, as the depository of all the 
documentation related to the Convention, would play a major role. 
 
The Delegation of Israel agreed with the comment made by the Delegation of the 
Netherlands on paragraph 7 of the draft Decision. Noting that documentation was a 
means rather than an end, it suggested that the two requested compendiums could be 
merged into one. 
 
The Delegation of India disagreed with that view, stating that the two compendiums 
concerned very different subjects. It recognised the need for reducing the workload of the 
Secretariat and suggested that the work could be spread over two years. The Delegation 
reiterated its request that the words “unsuccessful inscriptions” be deleted from paragraph 
7. 
 
Noting consensus in the room, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 9 adopted as 
amended. 
 
 
   

ITEM 10 PROGRESS REPORT ON THE EVALUATION OF THE GLOBAL 
STRATEGY: FILLING THE GAPS – AN ACTION PLAN FOR THE 
FUTURE 

 
The Chairperson introduced the item, explaining that consideration of the item would be 
limited to two presentations by the Advisory Bodies.   
 
IUCN presented to the Committee its interpretation of the concept of outstanding 
universal value, stressing that rigour in its application was key to ensuring the credibility 
of the Convention, as well as a guarantee for potential donors and other partners. 
Credibility was also very much dependent on ensuring strong and effective management 
at the site level. IUCN explained how it categorized the different types of properties and 
how gaps had been identified. It noted that, on the basis of that analysis, IUCN had 
concluded that there should be a finite number of natural World Heritage properties, 
probably around the figure of 300 to 350. Considering that in the over 30 years of the 
Convention some 180 sites had been listed, IUCN believed that there was scope for many 
years of new inscriptions. 
 
ICOMOS introduced its recent publication, “Filling the Gaps”, explaining that the 
analysis contained therein had been based on three complementary approaches, covering 
typological, chronological and thematic frameworks. In the light of the study, ICOMOS 
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had concluded that some ten different themes were currently under-represented on the 
List. The reasons ICOMOS had identified for the gaps in the List were of two types: 
structural and qualitative. Structural reasons included lack of capacity in applying the 
processes of the Convention and weakness in managing and protecting heritage 
properties. Qualitative ones, on the other hand, related to the lack of proper identification 
and recognition of sites of potential outstanding universal value. ICOMOS considered 
that appropriate training programmes could address both those issues, and noted that that 
was actually included in the Action Plan proposed at the end of its document. 
 
The Chairperson thanked the two Advisory Bodies for their presentations and declared 
the debate closed on item 10 of the Agenda. 
 
   

ITEM 15 EXECUTION OF THE BUDGET 2006-2007 
 
Documents : WHC-06/30.COM/15.Rev 
 WHC-06/30.COM/15.Rev.Add 
Decisions: 30 COM 15.1 
 30 COM 15.2 
 
 
The World Heritage Centre explained to the Committee that the document prepared 
contained a review of the previous budget cycle, for 2004-2005, and an update on the 
implementation of the current budget for the first three months of the biennium. It 
clarified the structure of the document, drawing the attention of the Committee to the first 
Section in particular, which contained the official statement of the accounts for the 
previous biennium, as certified by the UNESCO Comptroller. The World Heritage Centre 
emphasized the need for the establishment of a reserve within the World Heritage Fund, 
mainly to address problems of cash flow, which should have consisted of around 
USD400,000 to USD500,000. The Committee had decided in the past to progressively 
abolish that reserve, but now it had again become a necessity since the UNESCO 
Comptroller would not authorize any expenditure unless the corresponding amounts had 
been received from States Parties’ contributions.  
 
The Delegation of Japan, referring to page 4, paragraph 21 of the working document 
WHC-06/30 COM/15.Rev, asked for clarification on whether the amount of USD865,288 
was exclusively from the World Heritage Fund, and whether the decision to approve a 
carry-over of the unspent funds should not have been taken by the General Assembly, 
rather than by the Committee. 
 
The World Heritage Centre confirmed that the amount mentioned was entirely from the 
World Heritage Fund and that, according to the financial regulations of the Committee, it 
was possible for the latter to decide on the carry-over of funds from one budget cycle to 
the next. 
 



Draft Summary Record of the 30th session (Vilnius, 2006)  WHC-06/30.COM/INF.19,  p. 217  
Projet de Résumé des interventions de la 30e session (Vilnius, 2006) 

The Delegation of the United States of America requested more information on the 
costs related to the activities carried out by the Advisory Bodies, noting that they 
appeared to be already much overstretched. 
 
The World Heritage Centre said that the costs related to the Advisory Bodies were 
based on estimates submitted by the latter before the approval of the budget by the 
Committee. In the previous year, for example, the Advisory Bodies had requested an 
increase in their budget of 39 percent, of which eventually 21 percent was “accepted” and 
reflected in the World Heritage Fund. ICCROM was in a different situation since it did 
not carry out evaluations of nominations. In general, the World Heritage Centre would 
establish contracts with the Advisory Bodies for the implementation of their activities. If 
some funds remained unspent, they were returned to the World Heritage Fund. 
 
ICOMOS concurred with the Delegation of the United States of America that its 
resources were inadequate to carry out all the tasks requested from it. In particular, 
ICOMOS recalled to the Committee that in the previous year it had organized some 
37 missions. It suggested that the Committee should look at the issue carefully, in 
comparison with the costs of IUCN. 
 
IUCN reassured the Committee that its funds were spent as effectively as possible. IUCN 
had conducted fewer missions than ICOMOS; however, they were often to very large 
sites requiring complex logistics, and were therefore more expensive. IUCN believed that 
the proposal before the Committee was therefore justified. If the requested funding could 
not be approved, then IUCN would urge the Committee to establish priorities. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America noted that its previous question had not 
been fully answered. It wished to know, in particular, what was the average cost of one 
mission, and also whether or not the World Heritage Centre was meeting the demands of 
the Advisory Bodies. Could the Secretariat also provide an update on the implementation 
of the activities funded through the United States Special Account? 
 
The World Heritage Centre stated that the average cost of a mission for IUCN was 
around USD4, 000; ICOMOS could provide information on its own costs. Concerning the 
United States Special Account, as indicated in the working document, some USD290,000 
remained unspent. 
 
ICOMOS stated that in the previous year its missions had cost an average of USD2,867. 
 
IUCN confirmed that its missions cost an average of USD4,000, considering the often 
remote locations of their sites and the expensive transportation required, including by 
helicopter, but explained that in addition to the cost of the mission there were many other 
costs that were not covered by the budget requested. IUCN could provide more details in 
that connection to the Committee if requested. 
 
The Delegation of India asked if the Advisory Bodies obtained what they requested from 
the World Heritage Centre and what was the procedure involved. It asked more 
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clarifications about why IUCN costs were double what ICOMOS spent for each mission. 
It further noted that the budget presented to the Committee did not take into account the 
activities that the Committee had just agreed to entrust to the World Heritage Centre, 
such as the compendium on the issue of outstanding universal value. Finally, the 
Delegation sought clarifications on the different types of missions dispatched by the 
World Heritage Centre. 
 
The World Heritage Centre explained that the budget proposed to the Committee was 
prepared in advance of the Committee sessions. It reiterated that the budget for the 
current biennium showed an increase of 21 percent in the amounts allocated for IUCN 
and ICOMOS, while ICCROM’s budget had been increased by 5 percent to allow for 
inflation, since the activities of that Advisory Body were more stable. While the 
expectations of the Advisory Bodies could not be fully met, the increase was significant 
and was the maximum possible given other priorities set by the Committee. With respect 
to the relative costs of IUCN and ICOMOS, the World Heritage Centre noted that 
USD4,000 was not the double of USD2,867, but only a third higher. As for the 
compendium, an additional amount of USD50,000 to 60,000 could be estimated, to cover 
the cost of a junior staff member to conduct the work required. It would be possible to 
fund that initiative immediately out of the funds for which the Secretariat proposed a 
carry-over, or it could be proposed again the following year in the context of the budget 
for the next biennium. On the issue of the missions sent by the World Heritage Centre, 
they were basically of three different types. There were first of all the missions requested 
by the Committee, both for reactive monitoring or in the context of other activities. 
Secondly, there were missions that UNESCO carried out officially in the framework of 
its special projects, of which the World Heritage Centre implemented a significant 
number. They were not necessarily carried out together with the Advisory Bodies, 
although they were often involved. Finally, there were missions of a ceremonial nature, 
mostly to celebrate the listing of new properties. Such missions were always at the 
request of the concerned States Parties and very often paid for by them. The resources of 
the World Heritage Fund were used to pay for missions of the Advisory Bodies and 
consultants, not for World Heritage Centre staff. 
 
IUCN reiterated that its costs were very carefully estimated and that no further reduction 
was possible. It also stated that IUCN would have welcomed the possibility of receiving 
support from the States Parties in the form of secondments.  
 
The Delegation of Israel said it wondered if ICCROM could not be more involved in 
monitoring missions. It agreed with the Delegation of India that the Committee should 
have taken into account its earlier decisions in discussing the budget. It finally asked 
where the status of the accounts related to the Israeli voluntary contribution appeared in 
the document. 
 
The World Heritage Centre noted that ICCROM had indeed been involved in reactive 
monitoring missions, where it had been considered appropriate, including very recently to 
a property in Africa. 
 



Draft Summary Record of the 30th session (Vilnius, 2006)  WHC-06/30.COM/INF.19,  p. 219  
Projet de Résumé des interventions de la 30e session (Vilnius, 2006) 

ICCROM confirmed that it had taken part in a number of missions, which did not appear 
singled out in the budget as they were covered under the item “advisory services”. 
 
With reference to the voluntary contribution by Israel, the World Heritage Centre 
explained that it appeared in the budget under the item “earmarked contributions”, 
together with all other similar contributions, since it was not a Special Account like the 
one established by the United States of America. It explained however that in the 
following year the Secretariat would provide a more detailed budget update where 
individual activities would be shown. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands reiterated the concern expressed by previous speakers 
on the difference in costs between IUCN and ICOMOS. With reference to the staffing 
table shown in Appendix III of document WHC-06/30.COM/15.Rev, the Delegation 
requested information on the seven additional staff members that the Director-General of 
UNESCO had promised to transfer in order to strengthen the Secretariat, and particularly 
on what specific tasks had been entrusted to them. 
 
The World Heritage Centre confirmed that there were indeed seven new staff members 
in the Secretariat, four of them in established posts under the regular programme of 
UNESCO, and three currently paid out of the so-called FITOCA funds, i.e. the funds 
generated by the accrued interests on the extra budgetary projects implemented by 
UNESCO.   
 
ICOMOS said that it had never meant to suggest that IUCN costs should have been 
reduced, but only that the resources made available to ICOMOS were insufficient. 
 
The Delegation of Canada, noting that a drop in the extrabudgetary resources available 
to the World Heritage Centre was foreseen, asked what adjustments the Director had in 
mind. On the issue of the manuals and compendiums, it agreed that they were needed but 
requested that a decision on them be taken only within a comprehensive framework 
explaining what exactly was going to be done, how and by whom. The current piecemeal 
approach as reflected in the budget did not allow the Committee to take a considered 
decision.    
 
The World Heritage Centre, referring to Annex III of the working document under 
discussion, clarified that there was no expected drop in extra budgetary sources. On the 
contrary, they were increasing, especially considering that it was only the beginning of 
the biennium and that more contributions might be expected. Perhaps the trend would not 
continue in the medium term, taking into account a recent shift in the policies of the 
United Nations Foundation. On the manuals, the World Heritage Centre would consult 
with the Advisory Bodies in order to develop at least one over the following year, taking 
into account that the priorities were clearly nominations processes and management 
aspects. 
 
The Delegation of India stressed that the current state of affairs with respect to the costs 
of ICOMOS was not satisfactory. If that Advisory Body could not obtain adequate 
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resources to carry out its work, that would negatively impact on the effectiveness of the 
process and quality of the results. With reference to the statement made by IUCN, 
suggesting that States Parties might second staff to the Advisory Bodies, India was very 
well endowed in expertise and could also provide funding, if necessary. Perhaps that idea 
could be integrated in the draft Decision somewhere. The Delegation, finally, agreed with 
the Delegation of the Netherlands that a difference in the costs of IUCN and ICOMOS 
was not justified.  
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands stated that if three of the new staff members of the 
World Heritage Centre were being paid with FITOCA funds, then that would reduce the 
promised structural reinforcement of the Secretariat. The Delegation had also asked what 
specific tasks had been entrusted to them, as there were rumours that the newcomers were 
continuing to work on projects that they had inherited from their previous posts and that 
did not concern World Heritage. 
 
The World Heritage Centre reassured the Delegation of the Netherlands that the new 
staff members had been fully integrated in the structure of the Secretariat, noting that two 
of them had actually occupied the position of Chief of Unit. Some of them had indeed 
brought their projects to the World Heritage Centre, but that did not pose any problems 
since the projects mostly concerned World Heritage properties. The integration of the 
former Division of Cultural Heritage within the World Heritage Centre, moreover, had 
considerably improved the coordination of UNESCO activities. In conclusion, that 
reform had brought significant benefits to the Secretariat and the Convention in general. 
 
La Sous Directrice-Général pour la Culture explique que les fonds FITOCA sont 
prévus pour financer les Services Centraux mais, depuis quelques temps, les postes de 
certains membres du personnel sont financés par le FITOCA. Le but est à moyen terme 
d’arrêter cette pratique et de financer ces postes sur les fonds du Programme Régulier. 
 
La délégation du Maroc fait référence à l’annexe 4 du document concernant l’étude 
thématique sur l’art rupestre en Afrique et demande, d’une part, si cette étude inclut 
également l’Afrique du nord car méthodologiquement il est difficile de le séparer, et 
d’autre part, si en référence au document 30 .COM/15.Rev.ADD, Appendice 4 paragraphe 
1.2, à connaître le contenu de cet enseignement. 

 
 
ICOMOS gave explanations about the Thematic Studies for Africa and indicated that 
North Africa could be included. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America requested that, at the next Committee 
meeting, the budget should be discussed at the beginning of the session, to allow States 
Parties to have a better financial overview when taking decisions. 
 
La délégation de Madagascar voudrait savoir si, à la suite de l’examen lors des 
précédents jours des états de conservation et des dossiers d’inscription, la situation 
budgétaire a radicalement changé ? Elle demande, par ailleurs, de fixer des priorités pour 
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les activités sur les fonds non utilisés. Elle signale que certains Etats parties ne sont pas 
au courant de l’Assistance préparatoire et demande au Centre de jouer un rôle proactif 
pour ce type d’assistance auprès des Etats parties. 
 
Le Directeur du Centre du patrimoine mondial répond que quatre missions de plus ont 
été ajoutées au budget initial. Quant au rôle du Centre pour les demandes d’Assistance 
préparatoire, il approuve le commentaire fait par l’honorable Déléguée de Madagascar et 
souligne la difficulté liée au fait que ces fonds ne peuvent être utilisés qu’après la 
demande d’un Etat partie. 300,000 dollars EU n’ont pas encore été dépensés. Il expose 
son impossibilité de changer l’affectation des fonds d’un chapitre à un autre du budget 
sans l’autorisation préalable du Comité. 
 
The Delegation of Israel proposed an amendment to draft Decision 30 COM 15.1 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 15.1 adopted as amended.  
 
She invited the Committee to consider Decision 30 COM 15.2.  
 
The Delegation of Canada said it was uncomfortable with paragraph 2 of draft Decision 
30 COM 15.2 and proposed an amendment. 
 
The World Heritage Centre said it was ready to accept the amendment. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 15.2 adopted as amended. 
 

ITEM 11 PERIODIC REPORTS 

ITEM 11.A PRESENTATION OF THE PERIODIC REPORT SECTIONS I AND 
II OF EUROPE 

 
Documents : WHC-06/30.COM/11A.1 
 WHC-06/30.COM/INF.11A 
Decision : 30 COM 11A.1 
 
 
The World Heritage Centre presented document WHC-06/30.COM/11A.1 jointly with 
Mr Tamas Fejerdy (Chairperson of the European Working Group) for the Eastern and 
South-Eastern European Regions and Mr Christopher Young (Rapporteur) for the 
Western, Nordic and Baltic and Mediterranean Regions. In addition to the information 
contained in the document, the World Heritage Centre presented some relevant 
conclusions of the report such as the strengthening of international cooperation through 
the process and the growing awareness at the national level in many European countries, 
specifically through the network of the focal points. Even if there was a growing 
understanding of outstanding universal value, 15% of the site reports claimed that the 
current statement of significance did not reflect the outstanding universal value of the 
property. Finally, like all other regions, Europe faced a number of challenges, ranging 
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from tourism pressures, lack of resources, threats of various kinds, from mining to 
climate change, man-made impacts and natural disasters. Moreover, it appeared that 60% 
of the European sites analysed had no legislation specific to World Heritage and no 
management plan; an issue which remained a priority to address. 
 
The World Heritage Centre added that, during the informal meeting on document WHC-
06/30.COM/INF.11A organized on 11 July 2006, it had been announced that the follow-
up meeting proposed by Greece was to be changed from September to November 2006 
and that the Mediterranean meeting would be be hosted by Spain in January 2007. Those 
changes would be reflected in the draft Decision 30 COM 11A.1.  
 
The Delegation of Spain expressed sincere thanks to the World Heritage Centre for the 
work done for the accomplishment of the exercise, to Germany for organizing the 
coordination meeting in Berlin, and to Italy for organizing the Mediterranean sub-
regional meeting in Rome. It added that the Government of Spain would like to undertake 
the implementation of the outcomes of the periodic reporting exercise which was a very 
good tool for coordination at the national and regional levels. Spain would continue to 
support coordination at the sub-regional level. The Delegation asked for the floor to be 
given to Mr Guido (Mediterranean Sub-regional Coordinator) from the Observer 
Delegation of Italy. 
 
The Observer Delegation of Italy stressed the importance of the coordination meetings 
held in Berlin and Rome, and added that the forthcoming meeting in Madrid would 
mainly focus on the follow-up of the reports, elaboration of management plans, changes 
of boundaries and Tentative Lists, where the major imbalances occurred. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya recalled that 60% of the European sites evaluated did not 
possess a management plan, which was an important tool. It would like to see a better 
balance of European nominations as there are too many churches and not enough cultural 
landscapes. It proposed an amendment to the draft Decision to take that into account. 
 
La délégation de la Géorgie (observateur) intervient en tant que représentant sous-
régional du Centre du patrimoine mondial pour la préparation des Rapports périodiques 
pour le groupe des pays de l’Europe de l’Est. Elle informe le Comité qu’en mai 2005 les 
Secrétaires généraux des sept Etats parties de la région se sont réunis à Chisinau 
(Moldavie), ont adopté une déclaration pour la mise en œuvre de la Convention par ces 
pays et ont souligné le progrès accomplis quant à la préparation des Rapports 
Périodiques. Elle souligne que les Rapports ont considérablement contribué à 
l’établissement de la base analytique adaptée visant à définir les futures stratégies pour la 
mise en œuvre de la Convention. A l’instar de toutes les Etats parties européens, l’Europe 
de l’Est attend avec beaucoup d’optimisme et d’enthousiasme l’adoption par ce Comité 
de la décision pertinente qui doit ouvrir désormais la voie pour le lancement du Plan 
d’Action régional ainsi que pour une nouvelle étape dans la mise en œuvre de la 
Convention dans la région européenne. 
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The Delegation of Spain proposed an amendment to paragraph 9 of the draft Decision, 
requesting the inclusion of the forthcoming sub regional meeting of January 2007 in 
Madrid. 
 
La délégation de la France (observateur) souligne que le Rapport périodique établi en 
2005 a été un exercice complexe dont le résultat a eu de nombreux  effets positifs:  

- D’une part, le rapport a permis la création d’une dynamique autour des biens 
inscrits sur la Liste du patrimoine mondial, une mobilisation des acteurs et une 
réflexion sur l’état des connaissances concernant le bien, sur sa conservation, ou 
encore sur sa mise en valeur. 

- Il est devenu clair pour tous les acteurs que se préoccuper des sites déjà inscrits 
est tout aussi important, sinon plus, que d’obtenir de nouvelles inscriptions. 

- Il paraît aussi que le développement de la coopération entre Etats parties ainsi 
qu’entre sites du patrimoine mondial de différents pays, orientée vers 
l’amélioration de leur gestion et de leur conservation, est devenue fondamentale.  

- A la suite du Rapport périodique, cette coopération a encouragé la préparation 
d’inscriptions nouvelles, en série ou transfrontalières. La délégation souligne 
aussi que l’avenir de la Convention repose surtout sur la considération de cette 
vision large qui peut redonner du sens à la notion d’universalité en dépassant les 
cadres nationaux. 

- Le Rapport périodique aura représenté un effort très important, tant des équipes 
du Centre du patrimoine mondial que des Etats parties et des gestionnaires des 
sites. 

- Il est, enfin, fondamental d’établir une interaction constante entre le suivi de l’état 
de conservation des biens et le Rapport périodique. La prise en compte de leur 
complémentarité offre de riches perspectives pour la conservation des biens du 
patrimoine mondial. 

- Au mois d’octobre prochain, la France organise une réunion de la sous-région 
Europe (de l’ouest) pour réfléchir aux suites du Rapport périodique et notamment 
à l’harmonisation des Listes indicatives.  

 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 11A.1 adopted as amended.   
 
The Chairperson invited the Committee to consider the second part of the Periodic 
Report of Europe and draft Decision 30 COM 11A.2. 
 
The World Heritage Centre presented document WHC-06/30.COM/11A.2 and 
explained that it simply contained clarifications of the original nominations through the 
Retrospective Inventory Project. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 11A.2 adopted. 
 
Mr. Alfredas Jomantas, Chair of the Steering Committee for Heritage of the Council of 
Europe, speaking at the invitation of the Chairperson, made the following points: 
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Le Comité directeur du patrimoine culturel du Conseil de l’Europe, réunissant les 46 pays 
signataires de la Convention européenne des droits de l’homme, a été le premier à 
accueillir la Lituanie, à le réintégrer parmi les Etats de droit. La Lituanie a aussi rejoint la 
Convention européenne de la culture et repris un travail fondamental et quotidien pour 
que l’accès à une culture ouverte soit un droit pour tous.  La ville de Vilnius et d’autres 
sites ont été inscrits sur la Liste du patrimoine mondial et certains restent fragiles comme 
le site de Kernavé ou la presqu’île de Kursiu Nerija.  

 
Le travail mené avec les 47 collègues délégués au Comité directeur du patrimoine du 
Conseil de l’Europe se situe dans le droit fil du travail fondamental effectué dans la 
Maison des Droits de l’Homme en ce qui concerne la sécurité démocratique du continent 
européen, mais toujours en parfaite synergie avec les initiatives de l’UNESCO, qui ont 
aussi pour vocation de concerner les autres continents que de nombreux Délégués 
représentent ici et avec lesquels nous cherchons toujours à retrouver les liens tissés au 
cours de l’histoire. 

 
Le Conseil de l’Europe est depuis quelques années responsable de nouveaux outils 
réglementaires, mais son Comité responsable du patrimoine a surtout cherché à utiliser le 
formidable effet de réseau qu’implique la confrontation des politiques nationales du 
patrimoine, surtout lorsque presque la moitié des pays membres ont dû rebâtir cette 
politique pratiquement de la base.  

 
En créant l’outil HEREIN, tous les éléments, tous les textes régissant nos politiques, 
toutes les démarches sont mises en commun. Il a permis aux meilleurs spécialistes de 
dialoguer, de disposer d’une base de données informatisées, de mettre en place un 
thésaurus dans une douzaine de langues du continent européen parmi lesquelles des 
langues très archaïques et rares comme c’est le cas de la langue lituanienne tellement 
proche du sanscrit. Lors de la dernière session plénière en mai dernier, le Comité 
directeur du patrimoine a de plus décidé d’utiliser l’outil HEREIN pour le monitoring du 
suivi des conventions, parmi les plus anciennes celle de la Valette d’abord, et bien 
entendu la Convention de Grenade, mais aussi les plus récentes dont l’application 
commence à peine comme celle de Florence ou Convention européenne du paysage, et 
bientôt celle de Faro sur les rapports du patrimoine et de la société.  La mise en place 
d’un groupe de pilotage sur cette question constitue donc pour le programme HEREIN un 
objectif majeur pour les années à venir. 

 
Après une première phase au début des années quatre-vingt dix, le Conseil de l’Europe 
privilégie depuis quelques années l’aide aux pays du sud-est européen. Depuis un an s’est 
également mis en place le processus de Kiev qui est tourné vers l’Ukraine et la Moldova, 
mais également vers les pays du Caucase, tant il est vrai que dans cette longue histoire 
que nous voulons de nouveau partager, à l’égal de la Méditerranée, de la Baltique, de la 
Mer Noire ou de la Mer Caspienne ont aussi beaucoup à nous apprendre sur nos cultures 
communes.  
 
Les Journées européennes du patrimoine, programme joint du Conseil de l’Europe et de 
l’Union Européenne, que toute l’Europe fête au mois de septembre, est un programme de 
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sensibilisation extraordinaire qui invite chaque année plus de 20 millions de visiteurs, 
jeunes et moins jeunes, à connaître, à découvrir, à faire leur le patrimoine de tous les pays 
de l’Europe, non seulement dans sa dimension locale, mais dans sa dimension 
interculturelle.  
 
Un autre programme tout aussi passionnant et emblématique auquel le Comité s’attache 
depuis presque vingt ans, est le programme des “Itinéraires culturels du Conseil de 
l’Europe”, programme qui non seulement est un outil exemplaire de mise en application 
concrète des conventions européennes du patrimoine évoquée ci-dessus, mais qui se 
présente comme un outil de dialogue culturel et patrimonial le long des axes majeurs de 
l’Europe. Il s’agit en effet d’une démarche de mise en relation, de continuité, 
d’explication et de médiation européenne qui fait qu’une ville de la Hanse ne se conçoit 
pas sans les autres, qu’un monument roman ancré dans un territoire est cependant issu 
d’une influence architecturale et artisanale venue de l’extérieur de ce territoire, qu’une 
synagogue historique appartient à un des grands courants européens du Judaïsme ou 
qu’un jardin historique est issu d’un modèle antérieur et transmettra ses inventions 
stylistiques et paysagères à d’autres paysages culturels européens.  
 
Le Représentant souligne de nouveau l’une des avancées majeures en matière de 
patrimoine que le Comité des Ministres du Conseil de l’Europe a ouvert à signature le 27 
octobre 2005.  Il s’agit de la Convention de Faro, encore nommée « Convention-cadre du 
Conseil de l’Europe sur la valeur du patrimoine culturel pour la société ».  Il s’agit d’une 
convention pleine d’originalité qui met l’accent non plus sur l’objet mais sur la personne.  
Il attire notre attention au fait que l’approche de cette convention-cadre n’est pas celle de 
la protection, déjà traitée par les Conventions de Grenade, de la Valette et de Florence, 
mais qu’elle porte sur la mise en perspective et les principes d’usage du patrimoine dans 
une société globalisée et soumise à des tensions contradictoires.  Le texte en français et 
en anglais est disponible sur le site du Conseil de l’Europe. 
 
 

ITEM 11B FOLLOW-UP TO THE PERIODIC REPORT FOR NORTH 
AMERICA 

 
Documents : WHC-06/30.COM/11B 
 WHC-06/30.COM/11B.Add 
Decision : 30 COM 11B 
 
 
The World Heritage Centre presented the document and explained the process of 
preparing the statements of significance for North America. That pilot exercise, which 
was useful for other regions, also had implications for the item relating to the Reflection 
on Periodic Reporting (item 11G).  
 
The Delegation of Canada said it was satisfied with the format adopted for the periodic 
reports. It pointed out, however, that there was no research on historic Committee 
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records. It recommended to the World Heritage Centre that it undertake such research. It 
also requested removal of paragraph 7 of the draft Decision.  
 
The Delegation of Israel asked whether there would be an additional nomination if 
paragraph 7 was removed. 
 
The World Heritage Centre reassured the Delegation that there would not necessarily 
be an additional nomination submission, as that would be a different process, in the event 
of re-nomination under different criteria. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America requested correction of a name in the 
draft Decision, from “Redwood National Park” to “Redwood National and States Parks”. 
 
The Delegation of India requested clarification of the Delegation of Canada’s request. 
 
The World Heritage Centre indicated that paragraph 7 did not come from the 
Secretariat, but from the State Party.  
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 11B adopted as amended.  
 

ITEM 11C PROGRESS REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PERIODIC REPORT FOR THE 
ARAB STATES 

 
Document : WHC-06/30.COM/11C.1 
 WHC-06/30.COM/11C.2 
Decision : 30 COM 11 C.1 
 30 COM 11 C.2 Rev 
 
Le Secrétariat présente un résumé du document WHC-06/30.COM/11C.1 portant sur la 
mise en œuvre des recommandations du rapport périodique de la Région arabe, rappelant 
que les Etats arabes ont été les premiers à mener cet exercice en 2000, et qu’ils seront 
également les premiers à entreprendre le deuxième cycle du Rapport périodique, tenant 
compte de l’expérience des autres régions et des résultats de l’Année de réflexion. 
 
Un bref rappel a été fait de l’adoption, par le Comité à sa 27e session (2003), du 
Programme régional, rediscuté par les Etats arabes lors de la réunion de consultation de 
décembre 2005 à Abu Dhabi, où la grande majorité des responsables du patrimoine 
culturel et naturel des Etats arabes étaient présents. A l’issue de cette réunion, des plans 
d’action régionaux ont été adoptés, ainsi qu’un certain nombre de décisions et de 
recommandations, en particulier : 
 

- la préparation de plans d’action nationaux, 
- la création de comités nationaux pour le patrimoine mondial, 
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- le lancement d’une étude de faisabilité, avec l’ALECSO, pour la création d’un 
Fonds arabe du patrimoine mondial, 

- le renforcement des législations nationales, 
- la soumission ou la révision des Listes indicatives avec un accent particulier sur le 

patrimoine naturel. 
 
Le Secrétariat mentionne certaines des activités menées dans le cadre de ce programme 
régional, en conformité avec les quatre « C », telles que la préparation du dossier 
d’inscription de la ville de Samarra en Irak (avec le Nordic World Heritage Foundation), 
le renforcement des capacités  dans le domaine de la documentation, de la gestion de 
l’information (grâce aux Autorités flamandes, Belgique), de la gestion de sites (avec 
l’ICCROM et le WMF), l’élaboration des Modules d’assistance (avec l’UICN et 
l’ICCROM), et enfin la traduction et la publication des « Textes fondamentaux de la 
Convention » en arabe. 
 
The Observer Delegation of Oman thanked the World Heritage Centre for the good 
report and recommended organizing regional and sub-regional meetings to create a new 
methodology for the Arab States to reach a better understanding about the contents of the 
periodic reports.  
 
The World Heritage Centre agreed to that proposal, saying that such consultation 
meetings would be organized once the process had been reviewed during the Reflection 
Year, in order to have a more effective format.  
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 11C.1 adopted.  
 
The Chairperson invited the Committee to consider document WHC-06/30.COM/11C.2 
and draft Decision 30 COM 11C.2 Rev, noting that there was agreement on the revised 
text of the draft Decision. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 11C.2 adopted.  
 

ITEM 11D PROGRESS REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PERIODIC REPORT FOR ASIA 
PACIFIC 

 
Document : WHC-06/30.COM/11D 
Decision : 30 COM 11D 
 
The World Heritage Centre presented the document and indicated that, as a follow-up 
to the periodic reporting exercise in Asia and the Pacific, three main types of actions had 
been implemented: production and distribution of information materials, including 
through the Web; development of sub-regional action plans to implement the regional 
programmes; and specific technical assistance and capacity-building activities at the sub-
regional and national levels. The World Heritage Centre stressed in particular the 
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significant progress achieved in the Pacific, where all States Parties were expected submit 
their Tentative Lists by 2007, while several nominations were being prepared thanks to 
intensive training of national heritage professionals. Another major initiative under way 
was the serial and trans-boundary nomination of the Silk Road World Heritage property. 
As next steps, it was expected that each State Party would establish a national World 
Heritage focal point and develop national strategies for implementing the sub-regional 
action plans. 
 
The Observer Delegation of China provided an update on the work of the Chinese World 
Heritage Training and Research Centre. It also recommended that that Centre be 
accorded UNESCO category 2 status and that reference be made to the World Heritage 
Centre in draft Decision 30 COM 11D.  
 
The Delegation of New Zealand thanked the World Heritage Centre for its support to the 
Pacific Region and welcomed the creation of the Chinese World Heritage Training and 
Research Centre. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 11D adopted as amended. 
 

ITEM 11E PROGRESS REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PERIODIC REPORT FOR 
LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARRIBBEAN 

 
Document : WHC-06/30.COM/11E 
Decision : 30 COM 11E 
 
The World Heritage Centre presented the document, informing the Committee that the 
full version of the Periodic Report for the Latin American and Caribbean Region had 
been was published in May 2006 and that many meetings of States Parties from Latin 
America had been convened to develop a detailed Action Plan for Latin America and the 
Caribbean. A further regional meeting, to set an implementation structure for the Action 
Plan for Latin American and the Caribbean, was scheduled to take place in Santiago de 
Chile. It had been rescheduled to March 2007.  
 
The Rapporteur introduced two amendments. 
 
The Delegation of Chile proposed amendments to paragraphs 2 and 3 of the draft 
Decision about the seminar on the Action Plan for the Caribbean region and noted that 
Cuba had been omitted from the list given. 
 
The Observer Delegation of Argentina thanked the World Heritage Centre for the Report 
and requested that it should be better disseminated. Argentina would also like to 
participate in the follow-up activities. 
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The Observer Delegation of Barbados thanked the World Heritage Centre for its useful 
activities in the region. It indicated the usefulness of the meeting on Places of Memory 
related to the Slave Trade and Slavery in the Caribbean, held in Havana in May 2006, and 
recommended holding further meetings on the subject in other parts of the region. 
 
The World Heritage Centre indicated, that if funding allowed, that would be treated as a 
priority.  
 
The Delegation of Cuba said it wished to add the name of Saint Lucia to paragraph 3 of 
the working document WHC-06/30.COM/11E. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 11E adopted as amended. 
 

ITEM 11F PROGRESS REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PERIODIC REPORT FOR 
AFRICA 

 
Documents : WHC-06/30.COM/11F 
 WHC-06/30.COM/INF.11F 
Decision : 30 COM 11F 
 
The Chairperson expressed his gratitude to Algeria, which had pledged USD60,000 for 
the African World Heritage Fund.  
 
The World Heritage Centre presented the document. 
 
ICCROM informed the Committee about its 12-year Africa 2009 Programme, which 
was now in its final phase. The programme had largely assisted in the preparation of 
African nomination files. Yearly training courses in site management had been organized 
and two seminars on legal frameworks had been held, one in French and one in English. 
Research had been carried out and publications produced. One of the most important 
outcomes of the programme was the building of networks in the region, bringing together 
200 professionals of the region. ICCROM also thanked its donors for the programme. 
 
La délégation du Bénin propose que le mot “Applaudir” soit remplacé par le mot 
“Saluer” dans le paragraphe 7 du Projet de décision. Elle souligne l’importance de la 
participation des pays non-représentés dans les réunions à caractère régional et fait 
remarquer que seulement 24 des 53 pays africains ont des sites inscrits sur la Liste. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 11F adopted as amended. 
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ITEM 11G REFLECTION ON THE PREPARATION OF THE NEXT CYCLE 
OF PERIODIC REPORTING 

 
Document : WHC-06/30.COM/11G 
Decision : 30 COM 11G 
 
Le Centre du patrimoine mondial présente le document de travail WHC-06/30.COM/11G 
en soulignant l’importance pour le Comité d’adopter dès à présent les termes de référence 
de l’année de réflexion sur la préparation du prochain cycle de rapports périodiques. 
 

 
The meeting rose at 01.00 p.m. 
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TWELFTH MEETING 

03.00 pm - 06.30 pm 
 

Chairperson: NETHERLANDS 
 

Later: Ms Ina MARCIULIONYTE 
 

 

ITEM 11G REFLECTIONS ON THE PREPARATION OF THE NEXT CYCLE 
OF PERIODIC REPORTING  

Document : WHC-06/30.COM/11G 
Decision : 30 COM 11G 
 

The Chairperson explained that before discussion of item 11 resumed, a short 
presentation would be given about a management effectiveness tracking tool.  
 
Ms Sue Stolton, from Equilibrium Consultants, presented a short analysis comparing the 
tracking tool with the Periodic Reporting Section II and gave some suggestions about 
how it could be adapted for World Heritage use.  
 
The Chairperson noted that the important new tracking tool could be downloaded from 
http://www.panda.org . 
 
Turning to item 11G, he drew the Committee’s attention to the proposed amendments 
submitted by the Delegations of Norway, Canada and the United States of America that 
had been circulated in the room and noted that an additional amendment had just been 
proposed by the Delegation of Canada.  
 
The Rapporteur read out the Delegation of Canada's amendment.  
 
La délégation du Bénin se fait l’écho des préoccupations exprimées par plusieurs 
membres du Comité car l’amendement est présenté seulement en anglais. La délégation 
souhaite que le texte soit lu et traduit en français pour que les membres du Comité 
francophones puissent comprendre. 
 
The Chairperson invited the Rapporteur to read out the revised text in it is entirety so 
that French-speaking delegations could listen to the interpretation.  
 
La délégation du Bénin manifeste son accord pour l’interprétation simultanée. 
 
The Rapporteur read out the draft Decision with the proposed amendments. 
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The Delegation of India indicated its support for the proposed amendments, although it 
wished to add a line to the last sentence of the amendment proposed jointly by the 
Delegations of United States of America and Canada to the effect that, as a result of the 
pause, States Parties would be entitled to submit up to 2 natural and 2 cultural properties 
each for consideration by the 33rd session. 
 
The Director of the World Heritage Centre provided some information about the 
cumulative impact of the proposal. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America observed that a number of States Parties 
had taken the view in recent years that the Committee had reached a transitional point in 
the implementation of the Convention and that it should move from being a body that 
inscribed sites to one that focused on the state of conservation of properties on the List. It 
acknowledged the concerns of States Parties with no or few inscriptions, but the time had 
come to take a pause in order to facilitate a reflection on processes. It recalled that the 
United States of America had not submitted any sites for inscription since 1998 and that 
it would not do so while it was a member of the Committee. That was a policy choice 
intended to make room for the entry on to the list of under-represented countries and 
categories. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands proposed a small change to paragraph 3 to strike out 
‘credibility of the World Heritage List’ and replace it with ‘to ensure the implementation 
of the strategic objectives’. 
 
The Delegation of Cuba said it understood the purpose of the proposed amendment but 
disagreed with the terms proposed. 
 
The Chairperson sought clarification as to whether the Delegation of Cuba supported the 
proposal of the Delegations of United States of America and Canada. 
 
The Delegation of Cuba said that it did not. 
 
The Delegation of Norway requested clarification as to how that would affect 
nominations that had already been submitted. 
 
The Delegation of New Zealand said it shared the concerns of others about the perceived 
lack of fairness in treating those nominations that had just missed the cut-off point for 
consideration in 2007, noting that regions that were relatively under-represented would 
be disappointed if that amendment were accepted.  
 
The Delegation of Kenya acknowledged that the proposal of the Delegations of the 
United States of America and Canada had been made in good faith and appreciated its 
noble aims but likewise noted that States Parties with few or no sites on the List would be 
disappointed. It proposed amending the draft Decision to the effect that the 32nd session 
of the Committee would only consider nominations from States Parties with four or fewer 
properties on the List. Alternatively, the Committee could plan to take a pause in 
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consideration of nominations in five years’ time in order to facilitate planning by States 
Parties. There was a need to find middle ground.  
 
The Delegation of the United States of America said it withdrew its proposal in the sprit 
of consensus but reaffirmed that the points it had raised were serious ones which required 
consideration. 
 
The Delegation of Israel observed that it would be content to leave paragraph 3 un-
amended, as credibility covered a range of issues. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands indicated its preference for ‘strategic objectives’. 
 
The Chairperson proposed incorporating both concepts in the text and asked the World 
Heritage Centre to specify how much the working group proposed in paragraph 9 would 
cost.  
 
The World Heritage Centre said it estimated the cost at USD45,000. 
 
The Delegation of Israel said it believed that the Committee would wish to discuss the 
policy document referred to in paragraph 6 at the session preceding the General 
Assembly of States Parties in 2007 and that the paragraph should be amended 
accordingly. It also requested that the project proposal requested under paragraph 11 
should be submitted to the Committee at its 31st session in 2007. 
 
After summing up the discussion, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 11G 
adopted as amended. 
 

ITEM 12 PERFORMANCE INDICATORS FOR WORLD HERITAGE  
 
Document : WHC-06/30.COM/12 
 WHC-06/30.COM/INF.12 
Decision : 30 COM 12 
 
 
Ms Ina Marčiulionytė took the Chair.  
 
The Director of the World Heritage Centre presented the item. 
 
Ms Louisette Bizier, representing the Baastel Group of Canada, presented the 
information related to the Result-Based Management (RBM) approach contained in 
document WHC-06/30 COM/INF.12. 
 
The Chairperson referred the Committee to the draft Decision. 
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The Delegation of the United States of America observed that it was very much in favor 
of results-based management but that it would be difficult to move forward without being 
sure where things stood at the present moment. It recalled that there had been no 
management audit of the World Heritage Centre since 1998 and that the Committee’s 
discussions over the preceding days had returned to the respective roles of the World 
Heritage Centre and the Advisory Bodies. It proposed amending the draft Decision to 
request a management audit and asked that no management changes should be 
implemented at the World Heritage Centre before the Committee had had the opportunity 
to review the results of that audit.  
 
The Rapporteur read out the text of the amendment, which was supported by the 
Delegations of India, Canada, Norway and the Netherlands.  
 
The Delegation of Japan requested that paragraph 7 be amended, replacing ‘Requests’ 
by ‘Invites’. 
 
La délégation du Maroc souhaite savoir quelles sont les implications financières de la 
mise en œuvre d’un audit de gestion. 
 
The Director of the World Heritage Centre explained that, as the proposal had only 
just emanated from the floor, he did not yet have an estimate to hand but he would 
urgently consult with colleagues. As the item on the budget was still open, the proposal 
could be duly incorporated. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America clarified that the proposal of the 
Delegation of Japan would not take effect until the management audit had been 
completed and reviewed by the Committee. Responding to the Chairperson’s request 
about how that should be treated, it proposed deleting paragraph 7 on the understanding 
that it would come back after the management audit.  
 
It was so agreed. 
 
The Delegation of Israel asked the World Heritage Centre to clarify the implications for 
its activities that did not concern World Heritage. 
 
The Director of the World Heritage Centre answered that the majority of the new 
projects were related to World Heritage but he could foresee potential difficulties with 
the volume of correspondence with States Parties on projects which did not concern 
World Heritage. Having consulted colleagues he said it appeared that a management 
audit was likely to cost in the region of USD80,000 to 100,000. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya recalled that the Committee had agreed to request a 
management audit and that it was time to move business forward. 
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The Delegation of the United States of America agreed but reiterated that the results of 
the audit should be put to the Committee before any further structural changes were 
introduced at the World Heritage Centre. 
 
ICCROM, speaking on behalf of the Advisory Bodies, expressed concerns about the 
apparent lack of understanding in document WHC-06/30.COM/INF.12 about the role of 
the Advisory Bodies under the Convention, which went well beyond evaluating 
nominations. The Advisory Bodies wished to collaborate with the management audit and 
expected that the full breadth of their role would thus emerge. 
 
The Delegation of Canada asked the representative of Baastel if the information given in 
Appendix I, starting on page 32 of the English version, encapsulated some of the 
information relative to a management audit.  
 
Ms Bizier observed that the first step would be to define the current situation, then 
undertake a SWOT analysis, decide what was being aimed at, identify the gap between 
the two and decide strategically how to achieve the desired result.  Responding to the 
concerns expressed by ICCROM, she noted that page 28 of the English version dealt with 
the range of tasks carried out by the Advisory Bodies. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 12 adopted as amended. 
 

ITEM 6 REPORT OF THE WORLD HERITAGE CENTRE ON ITS 
ACTIVITIES AND ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
DECISIONS OF THE WORLD HERITAGE COMMITTEE 
(continued) 

 
Documents : WHC-06/30.COM/6 
 WHC-06/30.COM/INF.6A 
 WHC-06/30.COM/INF.6B 
 WHC-06/30.COM/INF.6C 
Decision : 30 COM 6 
 
The Director of the World Heritage Centre requested guidance about the mandate and 
terms of reference for the management audit in order to ensure that it met the 
Committee’s expectations. 
 
The Chairperson recalled that the Committee needed to reconsider draft Decision 
30 COM 6, which had been left open in view of its references to RBM.  
 
The Rapporteur informed the Committee that he had received an amendment requesting 
a management audit before any management changes were made, in line with that 
adopted for Decision 30 COM 12.  
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The Delegation of the United States of America recalled that paragraph 3 should be 
replaced. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 6 adopted as amended. 
 

ITEM 13 WORKING METHODS OF THE WORLD HERITAGE 
COMMITTEE 

 
Document : WHC-06/30.COM/13 
Decision : 30 COM 13 
 
The Director of the World Heritage Centre presented the item. 
 
The Chairperson referred the Committee to the proposed amendment of Norway that 
had been circulated in the room and opened the floor for comments.  
 
The Delegation of the United States of America requested deletion of the first two bullet 
points, so that the sentence read “…based on an efficient voting mechanism”. 
 
La délégation du Bénin souligne que le document soumis traite, comme l’a dit la 
délégation des Etats Unis d'Amérique, de mécanisme d’élection mais on parle aussi 
d’éléments de réflexion. Comment les concilier ? Il y a aussi la proposition de la 
délégation de la Norvège. La délégation du Bénin demande de bien préciser de quoi il est 
question pour éviter des confusions. 
 
The Chairperson recalled that the Committee would discuss voting mechanisms at its 
31st session and that document WHC-06/30.COM/18B was intended for noting, prior to 
reflection on the points raised in the coming year.  
 
The Delegation of India said it wished to understand the reasons why the Delegation of 
the United States of America wished to delete the bullet points and asked the Legal 
Adviser to confirm that the issues raised by them fell within the Committee’s ambit. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America explained that its discomfort stemmed 
from what it perceived as an emerging trend to meet regional needs at the expense of a 
global focus. It believed that the bullet points would foster the growth of that trend. 
 
The Legal Adviser observed that the bullet points were perfectly in order from a legal 
point of view. 
 
The Delegation of Japan asked if the intention in paragraph 7 was to establish a working 
group. 
 
The World Heritage Centre said that at present it was a recommendation about a tool 
that the Committee might consider useful for the future. 
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The Delegation of Norway explained its position. Some of the points in the working 
document were so important that it considered they needed to be reflected in the draft 
Decision. It believed that the General Assembly of States Parties should play a more 
strategic role in the implementation of the Convention and that Committee sessions 
should have a sharper focus on key issues relating to nominations and state of 
conservation. Referring to regional groups, it acknowledged the overriding need to work 
globally, explaining that its main concern was really to streamline the voting process 
which was currently extremely time-consuming. Continuing, it suggested that the first 
bullet point could be modified by deleting ‘fixed and’. The key point was to move to a 
position where there would be one round of voting underpinned by good geographical 
distribution. A reference to the global role of the Committee’s work could also be 
inserted. 
 
The Chairperson invited the Committee not to focus too intensely on voting mechanisms 
at present. 
 
The Delegation of India observed that a modification of the first bullet point should be 
based on the notion of fair geographical balance of the 21 members of the Committee.  
 
The Delegation of Norway confirmed that that had been its intention. 
 
The Delegation of Japan asked if the Secretariat had the power to amend procedure 
implied by paragraph 6.  
 
The World Heritage Centre indicated that it did not.  
 
The Delegation of Israel recalled that the Rules of Procedure recognized the need for fair 
geographical representation and supported the proposal of the Delegation of the United 
States of America. It also reiterated the need to honor the professionalism of the 
Committee enshrined in the Convention.  
 
The Delegation of Kenya recalled that the Committee was an instrument of UNESCO 
and that UNESCO recognized the role of regions. The question before the Committee 
was therefore how to promote regionalism within a global context. It was clear that, 
without regional groupings, some parts of the world would not be adequately represented. 
The Committee needed to find a way to resolve a pressing problem. It urged the 
Committee not to be afraid of terminology and to ensure that the draft Decision captured 
what was necessary. 
 
The Chairperson proposed retaining the proposal of the Delegation of the United States 
of America pending discussion at the 31st session. 
 
The Delegation of India disagreed. 
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The Delegation of the Netherlands supported the views of the Delegation of Norway and 
believed that the concerns of the Delegation of Israel could be addressed by inserting a 
reference to the Rules of Procedure in paragraph 3. It further observed that article 8.2 of 
the Convention was explicit on the need for election of the Committee to ensure an 
equitable representation of the different regions and cultures of the world. 
 
The Delegation of Peru stated that fair geographical distribution was needed, as the 
Delegation of Norway had said, and proposed to add that voting mechanisms would be 
examined at the next session. 
 
The Delegation of India suggested amending paragraph 6 to the effect that the 
Committee would reflect on changes to the voting system based on the principle of fair 
geographical distribution at its 31st session in 2007. 
 
The Chairperson noted that the Committee appeared to agree.  
 
The Delegation of Norway indicated its assent. 
 
La délégation de la Tunisie manifeste son mécontentement car elle avait demandé la 
parole avant les délégations de l’Inde et de la Norvège. Ceci dit, la délégation souligne 
que le Comité a un an devant lui pour réfléchir a cette question afin que, comme l’a dit 
aussi la délégation du Kenya, les petits pays puissent être représentés. 
 
La délégation du Bénin se déclare un peu perdue. En examinant le projet de décision 13, 
la délégation se déclare inquiète en raison de son paragraphe 8 et exprime ses réserves. 
En ce qui concerne la proposition de la délégation de la Norvège pour que le Comité se 
concentre sur les questions prioritaires, la délégation se pose la question sur sa viabilité et 
comment on va examiner les autres questions non prioritaires. La délégation termine en 
insistant sur le fait que tout est en peu confus. 
 
The Chairperson apologized but explained that the Delegations of India and Norway had 
been amending the text and therefore took precedence.  
 
La délégation du Bénin déclare que l’amendement est bien mais qu’il faut l’améliorer. 
 
The Chairperson summarized the debate, noting that paragraph 9 took account of other 
items in the working document (WHC-06/30.COM/13) and that they would be debated in 
New Zealand.  
 
Le Directeur général adjoint de la Culture intervient en expliquant que le document de 
travail a été mal imprimé et que la numérotation logique altérée de ce fait. C’est pourquoi 
la délégation du Bénin est un peu perdue. Le Directeur adjoint de la Culture indique 
l’ordre logique afin de pouvoir lire le document dans l’ordre. 
 
The Delegation of New Zealand put forward an additional proposal to improve 
transparency. It was concerned that the current verbatim record of proceedings was slow 
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to produce and sometimes inaccurate. It therefore wished to propose moving towards an 
easy-to-use audio record of proceedings, in line with international best practice. It could 
be quickly produced, in contrast to the Summary record of the 28th session, which had 
taken two years to complete, and had the added advantage of being relatively inexpensive 
because of the savings in staff time, printing and translation. The resources could be put 
into conserving heritage rather than conserving the works of the Committee. Continuing, 
it explained that the audio record would be accompanied by a written summary. It 
proposed that on an experimental basis the proceedings of the current session would be 
produced in the traditional format but accompanied by an audio record. The World 
Heritage Centre should be requested to prepare a cost-benefit analysis for consideration at 
the 31st session so that the Committee could decide which method best served its needs 
for efficiency, transparency and accuracy in the twenty-first century. It had provided text 
to the Rapporteur which could be inserted between paragraphs 8 and 9.  
 
There being no objection, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 13 adopted as 
amended.  
 
The Chairperson invited the Committee to consider a point carried forward from its 29th 
session, relating to whether the Committee could decide to defer consideration of 
nominations from States Parties that had failed for two consecutive years to provide 
complete reports on the State of Conservation of properties already inscribed on the 
Word Heritage List. She invited the Legal Adviser to give his opinion. 
 
The Legal Adviser observed that the Convention did not deal with the issue of deferral 
directly, although paragraph 160 of the Operational Guidelines did provide guidance 
about the circumstances under which the Committee might decide to defer a nomination. 
That list was not exhaustive and a review of Committee practice showed that deferral had 
been used for a number of reasons, including requesting a State Party to complete a 
management plan, putting into place appropriate protection measures, or allowing for the 
refinement of the outstanding universal value of the nominated property, or simply 
leaving open a final decision on the nomination pending further clarification on the 
outstanding universal value of particular types of properties.  Thus viewed, deferral could 
be interpreted as a procedural tool that could be used by the Committee for a variety of 
purposes, not all of which were set out in the Operational Guidelines. The Committee 
had no legal obligation to take a final decision on each nomination submitted to it at a 
particular session. Indeed, such an obligation would place the Committee in a difficult 
situation whereby it would have to take either a positive or a negative decision on all 
matters, notwithstanding the fact that it might consider a specific item not ripe for a final 
decision, and in that perspective deferral was to be read as a procedural tool that allowed 
the Committee to take time. 
 
Returning to the question whether the Committee could decide to defer if a State Party 
had not submitted full State of Conservation reports for two consecutive years, he said 
there appeared to be no reason why it could not. The power of the Committee to inscribe 
properties on the World Heritage List under Article 11.2 entailed examination of 
nominations submitted to it. Such examination might encompass not only the nature and 
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qualities of the property submitted but also the overall legislative, regulatory and policy 
measures adopted by the State Party submitting the nomination with regard to cultural 
and natural heritage located in its territory, including those that had already been 
inscribed on the List. That examination might lead to a decision to inscribe, to refer or to 
defer. 
 
Deferral should thus be viewed as a procedural tool at the disposal of the Committee in 
the case where it might require more time or more information in order to take a decision 
on a nomination. Deferral was not a definitive judgment but simply a procedural stage in 
the decision-making process. It did not imply a failure to take a decision.  In conclusion, 
the Committee did have the authority to defer consideration of items on its agenda and 
individual nominations. What mattered was that the decision was taken in a procedurally 
correct manner. Deferral did not constitute a rejection of the nomination nor was to be 
considered a final judgment, or a sanction. On the contrary, it represented a mere stage in 
the decision-making process, not a failure by the Committee to take a decision but a 
preparatory step to decision-making. The Legal Adviser concluded by therefore 
reaffirming that, as part of its deliberative process, the Committee had the authority to 
defer items on its agenda or the evaluation of proposed nominations, whatever the 
reasons were for the deferral. 
 
The Delegation of India thanked the Legal Adviser and reminded the Committee that 
when the matter had arisen in Durban, it had raised a procedural issue. In some parts of 
the world, States Parties had difficulties submitting their reports on time, for reasons 
beyond their control. Under such circumstances, the decision to defer would be 
interpreted as being a sanction. It emphasized the difficulty in distinguishing between a 
State Party that had such difficulties and one that had no valid reason; the Committee 
could not therefore validly take a decision on that matter. 
 
The Delegation of the Netherlands requested the opinion of the Legal Adviser in writing, 
noting that it confirmed the importance of knowing the right procedures, and 
recommended that all World Heritage Committee members think about the issue clearly, 
in particular when making the distinction between inscribing, referring and deferring. 
 
IUCN reminded the Committee of decision 4B.1 taken at the Seventh Extraordinary 
session to have 31 March as the deadline for supplementary information. Since that had 
not proved feasible, as had been determined earlier in the current week, IUCN suggested 
that the date be changed to 28 February and included in the decision.    
 
The Delegation of Israel expressed support for bringing the date forward, conditional 
upon the dialogue between Advisory Bodies and States Parties and supplemented 
information as part and parcel of the package.   
 
The Delegation of the United States of America proposed an amendment to adjust the 
due date for new information from 31 March to a postmark of 28 February in any given 
year.   
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The Delegation of India supported the proposal. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 13 adopted as amended. 
 
 

ITEM 14A EXAMINATION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS ON 
INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE 

 
Document : WHC-06/30.COM/14A 
Decision : 30 COM 14A 
 
 
The Chair introduced the item.  
 
Ms June Taboroff, consultant to the World Heritage Centre, presented her report.  
 
The Delegation of India said it wished to raise two issues. In regard to the application 
form, it observed that the form was designed to make the system more efficient, but that 
it should also be designed with the beneficiary in mind.  It expressed concern over the 
increased complexity of the form. That was possibly due only to the presentation, but it 
might cause difficulty to those for whom it was intended. It suggested that the form be 
tested, and then evaluated in terms of its practicality, and the results presented at the next 
Committee session. Referring to paragraph D of the draft Decision, it reminded the 
Committee of the three pillars of the Convention, namely the Secretariat, the Advisory 
Bodies and the Committee, and suggested that a provision be included to have the 
Committee included in that paragraph.    
 
La délégation de la Tunisie suppose que le rapport et ses conclusions doivent refléter des 
expériences et demande le consultant d’en citer un ou deux, comme exemples.  
 
Ms June Taboroff requested clarification of the question from the Delegation of Tunisia.  
 
La délégation de la Tunisie répète qu’elle désire entendre un exemple qui démontre la 
nécessite et le bien fondé des reformes proposées. 
 
Ms June Taboroff noted that various elements of international assistance had been 
reviewed, including emergency assistance, followed by a portfolio review of all of the 
international assistance grants, which included a few case studies, including missions to 
Riga, Lebanon and Laos.  Questionnaires had been carried out for Africa 2009 and for 
Brazil and extensive data had been gathered.    
 
La délégation du Bénin  cherche des informations sur certains éléments du projet de 
décision. Pour le point 6d, elle voit une contradiction avec les Orientations, qui stipulent 
que c’est les Organisations consultatives qui doivent évaluer les demandes d’assistance 
internationale. I voudrait connaître les failles constatées qui justifient le changement 
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proposé. Elle s’inquiète aussi que la procédure pourrait ralentir la mise en œuvre de 
l’assistance d’urgence. Elle propose d’ajouter dans le paragraphe 7 l’article 6 (d). 
 
Ms June Taboroff noted that emergency assistance needed to be disbursed quickly, but 
it appeared that it was in fact being distributed in such a way as to function more like a 
reward for lack of ongoing maintenance to World Heritage sites. She noted that the 
Advisory Bodies worked with great integrity, but that there was a need for them to apply 
common criteria. 
 
ICCROM agreed on the initial premise that capacity building through training was one 
of the most critical areas of international assistance, and went on to highlight some 
aspects of the report it considered important, drawing attention in particular to 
paragraph 42. It noted that the previous year’s decision did not seem to have been 
implemented yet, in terms of how many categories of assistance were not going to be 
used, and wondered if that issue would be addressed.   It raised the issue of selection 
criteria, noting that work had been going on in that regard, but was not yet complete.   
ICCROM would be pleased to work on revising the global training strategy; it specified 
that the panel of Advisory Bodies was not the decision-making body – it was the 
Chairperson of the World Heritage Committee who made the final decision.   
 
The World Heritage Centre explained that, in Durban, Decision 29 COM 14B had not 
been adopted for lack of time.  That decision had been referred to the Committee by 
ICCROM, as it included a proposal to change the structure of International Assistance.  
The World Heritage Centre suggested that that decision be adopted, with a new symbol 
corresponding to the current session of the Committee. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya expressed some concerns over the fact that the report stated 
that some States Parties did not even know they were receiving International Assistance 
funds. It suggested that the introduction of what appeared to be the logical framework 
approach could complicate matters, and recommended that those applying for 
International Assistance should first receive training in that regard. It questioned 
recommendation 6(a), which appeared ambiguous, and sought a modification that would 
make it clearer, with more measurable results. It asked whether recommendation 6(d) had 
financial implications.   
 
The World Heritage Centre responded that Advisory Body / World Heritage Centre 
meetings were already taking place, and that there would be no extra cost.  
 
The Delegation of New Zealand insisted on the priority to be given to new States Parties 
and wondered why that was no longer included in the decision. 
 
The Delegation of Norway pointed to the importance of giving a more strategic direction 
to International Assistance. It agreed that the application form should be as simple as 
possible and supported in principle the proposal by the Delegation of India to involve the 
Committee in the panel proposed in paragraph 6(b) but questioned its practicability. 
Perhaps one of the Vice-Chairpersons could participate. 
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Referring to paragraph 7, the Delegation of Canada noted that the Committee needed to 
establish a procedure for updating the Operational Guidelines. It was important not to 
return to the problems encountered in the nineties and therefore a proper procedure was 
necessary. 
 
Referring to the draft Decision, the Delegation of India proposed including in paragraph 
6(b) the need to asses the impact of the new application form at the 32nd session, and in 
6(d) the need to have the Committee represented on the panel by one Vice-Chairperson. 
It further suggested that the Delegation of Canada might propose wording for a new 
paragraph 8. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya proposed to delete the words “where possible” in 
paragraph 6(a). 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 14A adopted as amended.  
 
She sought the Committee’s views on the manner of treating Decision 29 COM 14B, 
which had not been adopted at the 29th session. 
 
La délégation du Madagascar indique que la ddécision antérieure avait été adoptée, sans 
avoir considéré la question de l’ICCROM, et suggère que ce qui avait été repris soit 
intégré, ou bien d’éliminer les éléments non désirables du projet de décision actuel.   
 
The Delegation of Canada noted that the points covered in paragraphs 4(d), (e), (f), (g), 
and 5 were already included in the decision just adopted and suggested incorporating the 
remaining subparagraphs 4(a), (b) and (c) in the current decision. 
 
La délégation du Maroc appui le Canada, mais note qu’il y a des implications sur les 
orientations, et se demande s’il serait nécessaire de prendre cela en considération.  
 
The Chairperson explained that the Delegation of Canada had already proposed to 
include them in the decision. 
 
ICCROM drew attention to the implications of subparagraph 4(a). Under the current 
system, a number of middle-income countries had taken advantage of International 
Assistance, and that that would no longer be possible in the future. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America, supported by the Delegation of India, 
speaking on a point of order, noted that it was a policy question and up to the Committee 
to decide. It would ask ICCROM for advice if it judged it necessary. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 14A adopted as amended. 
 
 
 



Draft Summary Record of the 30th session (Vilnius, 2006)  WHC-06/30.COM/INF.19,  p. 244  
Projet de Résumé des interventions de la 30e session (Vilnius, 2006) 

ITEM 15 EXECUTION OF THE BUDGET 2006-2007 
 
Documents : WHC-06/30.COM/15 Rev 
 WHC-06/30.COM/15 Rev.Add 
Decisions : 30 COM 15.1 
 30 COM 15.2 
 
 
The Chairperson explained that there were a number of decisions pending as they 
contained paragraphs with budgetary implications.  
 
The Director of the World Heritage Centre proposed to delete the paragraphs with 
budgetary implications out of the relevant decisions and adopt them as part of Decision 
30 COM 15.2. He explained that it was necessary to return to that decision as several 
proposed actions with budgetary implications had been approved and it was therefore 
necessary to review the budget and propose some other budget cuts. He therefore 
proposed to leave draft Decision 30 COM 15.1 as it stood, and to incorporate the 
following changes into draft Decision 30 COM 15.2: 
 

(i)  Material for risk preparedness: cut from USD50, 000 to USD20, 000 

(ii)  The periodic report deleted and replaced by management audit (USD80, 000) 

(iii) Retrospective Inventory cut from USD50, 000 to USD30, 000 

(iv) Taboroff Resource manuals: deleted but the World Heritage Centre would try to 
identify extra budgetary resources, replaced by the compendiums requested by the 
Committee 

(v)  Meeting on the revision of periodic reporting cut to USD40, 000. 

The rest remained unchanged. The remaining USD10,000 would be taken out of the 
allocation to replenish the reserves. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 15.1 adopted and Decision 30 COM 15.2 
adopted as amended. 
 

ITEM 16 ELECTIONS OF THE CHAIRPERSON, VICE-CHAIRPERSONS 
AND RAPPORTEUR OF THE 31st SESSION OF THE WORLD 
HERITAGE COMMITTEE (JUNE-JULY 2007) 

 
Document : WHC-06/30.COM/16 
Decision : 30 COM 16 
 
 
The Delegation of India, seconded by the Delegation of Norway, nominated Mr Tumu te 
Heuheu (New Zealand) as Chairperson of the 31st session of the World Heritage 
Committee.  
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The Chairperson declared Mr Tumu Te Heuheu (New Zealand) elected as Chairperson 
of the 31st session of the Committee.  
 
The newly elected Chairperson of the 31st session thanked the Committee. 
 
The Delegation of Kuwait proposed Mr John Pinkerton (Canada) as Rapporteur.  
 
The Chairperson of the 30th session declared Mr John Pinkerton (Canada) elected as 
Rapporteur. 
 
The newly elected Rapporteur thanked the Committee. 
 
The Delegation of Kenya proposed Benin as Vice-Chairperson on behalf of the Africa 
Group. 
 
The Delegation of India proposed Japan as Vice-Chairperson on behalf of the Asia 
Pacific Group. 
 
The Delegation of Chile proposed Cuba as Vice-Chairperson on behalf of the Latin 
America and the Caribbean Group. 
 
The Delegation of Canada proposed Norway as Vice-Chairperson on behalf of the 
Europe / North America Group. 
 
The Delegation of Kuwait proposed Morocco as Vice-Chairperson on behalf of the Arab 
Group. 
 
The Chairperson of the 30th session declared Benin, Japan, Cuba, Norway and Morocco 
elected as Vice-Chairpersons.  
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 16 adopted. 
 

ITEM 17 PROVISIONAL AGENDA OF THE 31st SESSION OF THE 
WORLD HERITAGE COMMITTEE (JUNE-JULY 2007) 

 
Document : WHC-06/30.COM/17 
Decision : 30 COM 17 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America proposed to move up items 9 and 10 in 
the agenda. 
 
The Delegation of India agreed with the proposal for item 9 but not for item 10, as it 
dealt with the Suzhou-Cairns Decision. 
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The Delegation of the United States of America asked where the nominations would 
appear on the agenda. 
 
The World Heritage Centre confirmed that they would appear under item 8. 
 
The Delegation of the United States of America questioned the desirability of placing a 
discussion of the Suzhou-Cairns Decision before item 8. 
 
The World Heritage Centre reminded the Committee that the subject under discussion 
was the agenda, and not the timetable, and that the items were not necessarily 
sequentially arranged.  
 
The Delegation of New Zealand said that it would be providing a “World Heritage in the 
Pacific” item after the opening session, to follow item 6.   
 
The Observer Delegation of Argentina sought confirmation that the Qapaq Ñan would 
be addressed during the meeting.  
 
The Delegation of Canada asked if the Director of the World Heritage Centre would be 
submitting a policy document on climate change before it was to be presented to the 
General Assembly of States Parties.    
 
The Chairperson answered that that point would be dealt with under the State of 
Conservation reports agenda item.  
 
The Delegation of Norway said it assumed that other items would be included in the 
course of the coming year.  
 
The Delegation of Kenya asked if the reflection on periodic reporting would be 
considered under item 11G. 
 
The World Heritage Centre answered in the affirmative. 
 
The Delegation of Norway recalled that an extra day had been requested, for the 
preparation of the General Assembly meeting that would occur a few months after 31st 
session of the World Heritage Committee. 
 
The Delegation of New Zealand answered that it was too early to confirm that request, as 
it would have cost implications.    
 
The Delegation of Israel asked if the preparations for the General Assembly should be an 
agenda item.    
 
The Chairperson noted that the agenda was still provisional, and that the Director-
General of UNESCO could amend it.  
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The Delegation of Japan asked if the findings of the external auditors would be ready for 
the 31st session of the World Heritage Committee.  
 
The Chairperson confirmed that the matter would be discussed.   
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 17 adopted. 
 

ITEM 18 OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Documents : WHC-06/30.COM/18A 
 WHC-06/30.COM/18B 
Decisions : 30 COM 18A  
 30 COM 18B 
 
The Chairperson invited the Committee to consider item 18A and the relevant decision, 
which concerned a proposal to amend Rule 21 of the Committee’s Rules of Procedure. 

Pour clarifier le document, le Centre du patrimoine mondial  explique qu’a sa 29e 
session (Durban, 2005), le Comité du patrimoine mondial a décidé que les 
recommandations des organes subsidiaires doivent lui être présentées sous forme de 
projets de décisions, et il a également décidé d’inscrire à l’ordre du jour de sa 30e session 
une proposition d’amendement au Règlement intérieur en ce sens, en ajoutant un nouvel 
article 21.6. 

The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 18A adopted. She invited the Committee 
to consider item 18B and the relevant decision. 
 
Le Centre du patrimoine mondial  clarifie que les procédures d’élection étaient déjà 
discutées dans le point 13. Dans le projet de décision, le Centre du patrimoine mondial 
demande aux Etats parties de présenter des commentaires par écrit sur les propositions 
avant le 1 Février 2007 afin d'en discuter à la 31e session. 
 
The Chairperson requested clarifications from the Rapporteur on an amendment 
proposed by the Delegation of Norway.  
 
The Rapporteur referred to an amendment proposed by the Delegation of Norway to 
Decision 30 COM 9 concerning outstanding universal value which should be included in 
the decision now under discussion, and read out the proposed amendment. 
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 18B adopted as amended. 
 
La Sous Directrice-Général pour la Culture prend congé de la réunion en félicitant la 
Présidente au nom du Directeur Général pour la conduite efficace des débats. 
 

The meeting rose at 07.00 p.m. 
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SEVENTH DAY – SUNDAY 16 JULY 2006 

THIRTEENTH MEETING 

03.00 pm - 07.00 pm 
 

Chairperson: Ms Ina MARCIULIONYTE 
 

 
 

ITEM 19 ADOPTION OF DECISIONS 
 
Documents :  WHC-06/30.COM/19 
 WHC-06/30.COM/INF.19 
 
The Chairperson announced that the meeting would be suspended to give Committee 
members time to examine document WHC-06/30.COM/19 (Part I) before adopting the 
decisions. 
  

The meeting was suspended at 3:10pm and resumed at 4:00pm. 

  
 
The Chairperson invited the Committee to consider the first part of document WHC-
06/30.COM/19 (Decisions 30 COM 3A to 30 COM 7B.100). 
 
After consulting Committee members and noting no comments, the Chairperson 
declared Decisions 30 COM 3A, 30 COM 3B, 30 COM 4, and 30 COM 5 adopted.  
 
Concerning Decision 30 COM 6, the Delegation of the Netherlands recalled that the 
audit of the World Heritage Centre was an external management audit, and that that 
remark also applied to Decision 30 COM 13. 
 
The Delegation of Canada said that in paragraph 5 of the English version, it should be 
specified that only natural heritage was concerned. Furthermore, it noted a discrepancy 
between the French (“Approuve”) and English (“Welcomes”) versions of paragraph 6, 
saying that “Approuve” was too strong. Lastly, in the final paragraph of the French 
version, the wording should be “cette série” and not “ces séries”.  
 
The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 6 adopted as amended.  
 
On Decision 30 COM 7.1, paragraph 11, the Delegation of the Netherlands reminded 
Committee members that it had been agreed that there should be a “balance between 
natural and cultural properties”, and therefore proposed to add wording to that effect to 
the Decision.  
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La délégation du Bénin souhaite apporter une clarification dans la version française du 
paragraphe 12 de cette décision. Il n’est pas indiqué clairement de quels rapports il s’agit.  
  
The Deputy Director of the World Heritage Centre confirmed that the reports in 
questions were the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change assessment reports.  
 
The Delegation of Canada recalled that an addition had been made from the floor in 
paragraph 13 (e) and asked if the Rapporteur could propose better phrasing.  
 
Considering those comments, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7.1 adopted 
as amended.  
 
The Chairperson invited the Committee to consider Decision 30 COM 7.2.  
 
The Delegation of Canada proposed to add “together with other UNESCO mechanisms” 
in paragraph 3.  
 
La délégation du Bénin indique qu’il est préférable de mentionner «pour examen» au 
paragraphe 8 au lieu de “pour considération” dans la version française.  
 
Considering those comments, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7.2 adopted 
as amended.  
 
After consulting Committee members, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 
7A.1 adopted.  
 
The Delegation of Kuwait pointed out that in paragraph 11 of Decision 30 COM 7A.2, 
the words “Director-General of UNESCO” were missing.  
 
La délégation du Bénin indique qu’en ce qui concerne le paragraphe 6 c), la structure de 
gestion du bien existe déjà. Il serait donc plus juste de demander à celle-ci d’élargir ses 
activités.  
 
Considering those comments, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.2 adopted 
as amended.  
 
La délégation du Bénin note qu’en ce qui concerne le paragraphe 6 de la décision 30 
COM 7A.3, le mot “objectif” semble manquer pour la bonne compréhension: “mission 
ayant pour objectif de…” dans la version française.  
 
Considering that comment, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.3 adopted 
as amended.  
 
La délégation du Bénin indique qu’en ce qui concerne le paragraphe 11 de la décision 30 
COM 7A.4, il serait plus clair d’ajouter “d’une part, de conserver ce bien” et également 
“et d’autre part, de promouvoir”. Enfin, elle remarque que le paragraphe 6 k) est 
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redondant avec le paragraphe 5, tous deux demandant une étude de la viabilité de la 
population de rhinocéros. 
 
The Deputy Director of the World Heritage Centre agreed to link paragraph 6 k) to 
paragraph 5. 
 
The Delegation of Kuwait pointed out that in paragraph 7, the words “Director-General 
of UNESCO” were also missing and suggested that the Secretariat review all decisions 
for consistency. 
 
Considering that comment, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.4 adopted 
as amended.  
 
En ce qui concerne la décision 30 COM 7A.5, la délégation du Bénin indique qu’il 
convient de mentionner “Prie l’Etat partie de….” et non pas “prie l’Etat partie à…”. Par 
ailleurs, elle remarque que le paragraphe 7 est répété dans toutes les décisions portant sur 
des biens de la RDC et propose que ce paragraphe ne soit mentionné qu’une seule fois.  
 
The Chairperson said that the repetition had been requested by the Committee during 
the examination of the state of conservation reports on properties in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo.  
 
La délégation du Bénin insiste sur le fait qu’il ne s’agit pas de créer un fonds en dépôt 
pour chaque bien mais un seul et même fonds en dépôt pour tous les biens concernés.  
 
Considering those comments, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.5 adopted 
as amended.  
 
En ce qui concerne la décision 30 COM 7A.6, la délégation du Bénin indique une erreur 
de formulation au paragraphe 4 a).  
 
Considering that comment, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.6 adopted 
as amended.  
 
En ce qui concerne la décision 30 COM 7A.7, la délégation du Bénin remarque qu’au 
paragraphe 4, le mot “éventuel” est superflu.  
 
The World Heritage Centre said that, as the mission had initially proposed not to 
include benchmarks, the matter should remain open and the word “possible” should be 
kept.  
 
La délégation du Bénin n’insiste pas mais veut être assurée que tout soit bien clair pour 
l’Etat partie sur ce qui lui est demandé part le Comité.  
 
Considering those comments, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.7 
adopted.  
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After consulting Committee members, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 
7A.8 adopted.  
 
Concerning Decision 30 COM 7A.9, the Delegation of Canada questioned the use of the 
word “Regazet” in paragraph 5 (b) and suggested it be replaced.  
 
Considering that comment, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.9 adopted 
as amended.  
 
After consulting Committee members, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 
7A.10 adopted.  
 
Concernant la décision 30 COM 7A.11, la délégation du Bénin demande qu’il soit 
indiqué “Demande à l’Etat partie d’approuver” et non pas “à approuver”.  
 
Considering that comment, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.11 adopted 
as amended. 
 
Concernant la décision 30 COM 7A.12, la délégation de Madagascar indique que la 
version française, au paragraphe 13, manque de précision par rapport à la version 
anglaise et demande qu’il y soit précisé que la réinscription sera prononcée “par la 31e 
session”.  
 
Considering that comment, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7A.12 adopted 
as amended. 
 
After consulting Committee members, the Chairperson declared Decisions 30 COM 
7A.13, 30 COM 7A.14, 30 COM 7A.15, 30 COM 7A.16 and 30 COM 7A.17 adopted.  
 
Concerning Decision 30 COM 7A.18, the Delegation of Norway reminded the 
Committee that it had asked for a report by 1 February 2007. 
 
After consulting Committee members, the Chairperson declared Decisions 30 COM 
7A18, 30 COM 7A.19, 30 COM 7A.20, 30 COM 7A.21, 30 COM 7A.22, 30 COM 
7A.23, 30 COM 7A.24, 30 COM 7A.25, 30 COM 7A.26, 30 COM 7A.27, 30 COM 
7A.28, 30 COM 7A.29, 30 COM 7A.30, 30 COM 7A.31, 30 COM 7A.32, 30 COM 
7A.33 and 30 COM 7A.34 adopted. 
 
After consulting Committee members, the Chairperson declared Decisions 30 COM 
7B.1 adopted. 
 
Concerning Decision 30 COM 7B.2, the Observer Delegation of the United Republic of 
Tanzania remarked that paragraph 4 had been challenged but still appeared unchanged.  
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The Deputy Director of the World Heritage Centre said that his visit to the site had not 
been a regular monitoring mission and now requested the State Party to invite a joint 
monitoring mission to thoroughly assess the state of conservation of the property.  
 
The Delegation of Kenya said that that issue had been raised and thought it had been 
resolved. It added that both the World Heritage Centre and IUCN had received a number 
of reports highlighting concerns about the state of conservation of the property.  
 
Considering those comments, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.2 adopted 
as amended. 
 
Concerning Decision 30 COM 7B.3, the Delegation of Kenya indicated that the 
Committee should note in paragraph 2 that the State Party had not responded, and that, in 
paragraph 4, the wording should be “an independent EIAs”.  
 
Considering those comments, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.3 adopted 
as amended. 
 
Concerning Decision 30 COM 7B.4, the Delegation of Kuwait asked whether paragraph 
4 should begin with, “Notes”, or “Notes with concern”. The Chairperson, confirming the 
second opinion, declared Decision 30 COM 7B.4 adopted as amended.  
 
After consulting Committee members, the Chairperson declared Decisions 30 COM 
7B.5, 30 COM 7B.6, and 30 COM 7B.7 adopted. 
 
Concerning Decision 30 COM 7B.8, the Delegation of Kenya said that the wording 
should be “Notes with concern” in paragraph 2. 
 
Considering that comment, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.8 adopted 
as amended. 
 
After consulting Committee members, the Chairperson declared Decisions 30 COM 
7B.9, and 30 COM 7B.10 adopted. 
 
Concerning Decision 30 COM 7B.11, the Delegation of Spain drew attention to a 
mistake in the numbering of the Decision (30 COM 7B.10 should be 30 COM 7B.11). 
 
Considering that comment, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.11 adopted 
as amended. 
 
After consulting Committee members, the Chairperson declared Decisions 30 COM 
7B.12, 30 COM 7B.13, 30 COM 7B.14, 30 COM 7B.15, 30 COM 7B.16, 30 COM 
7B.17, 30 COM 7B.18, 30 COM 7B.19, 30 COM 7B.20, 30 COM 7B.21, 30 COM 
7B.22, 30 COM 7B.23, 30 COM 7B.24, 30 COM 7B.25, 30 COM 7B.26, 30 COM 
7B.27, 30 COM 7B.28, 30 COM 7B.29, and 30 COM 7B.30 adopted. 
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Concerning 30 COM 7B.31, the Delegation of Canada reiterated its proposal to split 
paragraph 7 into two new paragraphs.  
 
The Observer Delegation of Argentina said that it had been agreed to delete “Argentina” 
from paragraph 9 and keep it in paragraph 7. The Delegation of Canada confirmed that 
understanding.  
 
Considering those comments, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.31 
adopted as amended. 
 
After consulting Committee members, the Chairperson declared Decisions 30 COM 
7B.32, 30 COM 7B.33, 30 COM 7B.34, 30 COM 7B.35, 30 COM 7B.36, 30 COM 
7B.37, 30 COM 7B.38, and 30 COM 7B.39 adopted.  
 
Concerning 30 COM 7B.40, the Delegation of Canada reminded the Committee that it 
had been agreed to replace the “Ethiopian authority” by the “State Party”.  
 
Considering that comment, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.40 adopted 
as amended. 
 
Concerning 30 COM 7B.41, the Delegation of Kenya recalled that there had been three 
amendments to the Decision. Paragraph 3 should read “who have made some 
improvements”; it had been suggested, between paragraphs 4 and 5, to add a paragraph 
calling on international donors; and finally, that the last sentence of the final paragraph 
about danger listing the property, should be removed.  
 
Considering those comments, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.41 
adopted as amended. 
 
After consulting Committee members, the Chairperson declared Decisions 30 COM 
7B.42, 30 COM 7B.43, 30 COM 7B.44, 30 COM 7B.45, and 30 COM 7B.46 adopted.  
 
Au sujet de la décision 30 COM 7B.47, la délégation du Maroc souhaite apporter une 
modification mineure au paragraphe 5, soulignant que le mot “reste” est utilisé à trois 
reprises.  
 
Considering that comment, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.47 adopted 
as amended. 
 
After consulting Committee members, the Chairperson declared Decisions 30 COM 
7B.48, 30 COM 7B.49, 30 COM 7B.50, and 30 COM 7B.51 adopted. 
 
Concerning Decision 30 COM 7B.52, ICOMOS said that paragraph 5 was rather 
confusing and should be rephrased. 
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Considering that comment, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.52 adopted 
as amended. 
 
After consulting Committee members, the Chairperson declared Decisions 30 COM 
7B.53 and 30 COM 7B.54 adopted. 
 
Au sujet de la décision 30 COM 7B.55, dans la version française, la délégation du 
Maroc souligne qu’au paragraphe 5, il faut retirer le “à” à la suite de “Prie instamment 
l’Etat partie”, et au paragraphe 6, l’expression “Prie également instamment” semble un 
peu lourd.  
 
Considering those comments, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.55 
adopted as amended. 
 
After consulting Committee members, the Chairperson of the World Heritage 
Committee declared Decisions 30 COM 7B.56, 30 COM 7B.57, 30 COM 7B.58, 30 
COM 7B.59, 30 COM 7B.60, 30 COM 7B.61, 30 COM 7B.62, 30 COM 7B.63, 30 
COM 7B.64, 30 COM 7B.65, 30 COM 7B.66, 30 COM 7B.67, 30 COM 7B.68, 30 
COM 7B.69, 30 COM 7B.70, 30 COM 7B.71, and 30 COM 7B.72 adopted. 
 
Concerning Decision 30 COM 7B.73, the Delegation of Canada stated that in paragraph 
8, “World Heritage Values” was still mentioned in the English version as opposed to 
“valeur universelle exceptionnelle” (outstanding universal value) in the French version.  
 
Considering that comment, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.73 adopted 
as amended. 
 
After consulting Committee members, the Chairperson declared Decisions 30 COM 
7B.74, 30 COM 7B.75 and 30 COM 7B.76 adopted. 
 
Concerning Decision 30 COM 7B.77, the Delegation of Japan suggested that the 
expression “in a prudent manner” should be deleted.  
 
Considering that comment, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 7B.77 adopted 
as amended. 
 
After consulting Committee members, the Chairperson of the World Heritage 
Committee declared Decisions 30 COM 7B.78, 30 COM 7B.79, 30 COM 7B.80, 30 
COM 7B.81, 30 COM 7B.82, 30 COM 7B.83, 30 COM 7B.84, 30 COM 7B.85, 30 
COM 7B.86, 30 COM 7B.87, 30 COM 7B.88, 30 COM 7B.89, 30 COM 7B.90, 30 
COM 7B.91, 30 COM 7B.92, 30 COM 7B.93 and 30 COM 7B.94 adopted.  
 
Concerning 30 COM 7B.95, the Delegation of Canada said that there was some 
confusion about dates in paragraph 5, and sought clarification from the Rapporteur.  
 
The Rapporteur confirmed the date as being 30 August 2006.  
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The Delegation of Kenya indicated its willingness to change the date. 
 
The Chairperson stated that the date should in fact be the 1 February 2007, and declared 
Decision 30 COM 7B.95 adopted as amended. 
 
After consulting Committee members, the Chairperson declared Decisions 30 COM 
7B.96, 30 COM 7B.97, 30 COM 7B.98, 30 COM 7B.99 and 30 COM 7B.100 adopted.  
 
La délégation de la Tunisie fait remarquer que lors de la session, le site de Jérusalem se 
trouvait classé au sein des Pays arabes alors que dans ce rapport, il se trouve avec les 
Caraïbes.  
 
Le Directeur du Centre du patrimoine mondial indique que cette erreur a été relevée et 
que des instructions déjà données en ce sens. 
 
La délégation de la Roumanie (observateur) souligne une erreur dans la décision 30 
COM 7B.24, dans la version française du document, au paragraphe 7, où il est indiqué 
“1er février 2007” au lieu du “1er février 2008”.  
 
The Chairperson said that the error would be corrected.  She suggested suspending the 
meeting to enable delegates to read the Part II of document WHC-06/30.COM/19.  
 
 

The meeting was suspended at 5:00pm and resumed at 5:30pm. 
 
 
The Chairperson invited the Committee to resume its consideration of the first part of 
Document WHC-06/30.COM/19. 
 
After consulting Committee members and noting no comments, the Chairperson 
declared Decisions 30 COM 8A, 30 COM 8B.1, 30 COM 8B.2, 30 COM 8B.3, 30 
COM 8B.4, 30 COM 8B.5, 30 COM 8B.6, 30 COM 8B.7, 30 COM 8B.8, 30 COM 
8B.9, 30 COM 8B.10, 30 COM 8B.11, 30 COM 8B.12, 30 COM 8B.13, 30 COM 
8B.14 (Decision not examined by the Committee), 30 COM 8B.15, 30 COM 8B.16, 30 
COM 8B.17, 30 COM 8B.18, 30 COM 8B.19, 30 COM 8B.20, 30 COM 8B.21, 30 
COM 8B.22, 30 COM 8B.23, 30 COM 8B.24, 30 COM 8B.25, 30 COM 8B.26, 30 
COM 8B.27, 30 COM 8B.28, 30 COM 8B.29, 30 COM 8B.30 (Nomination withdrawn 
by State Party) and 30 COM 8B.31 adopted. 
 
Concerning Decision 30 COM 8B.32, paragraph 2, criterion (iii), the Delegation of 
Kenya proposed to add “and a half” after “millennium”. The Chairperson declared 
Decision 30 COM 8B.32 adopted as amended. 
 
Concerning Decision 30 COM 8B.33, the Delegation of Mauritius proposed, in 
paragraph 2, to delete “free” from the second line, to delete “now” from the third line, to 
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add “canes” after “sugar” in the fourth line and to replace reference to the Caribbean by 
“other parts of the world”.  The Delegation of Kenya expressed support for those 
proposals. 
 
Considering those comments, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.33 
adopted as amended. 
 
After consulting Committee members and noting no comments, the Chairperson 
declared Decisions 30 COM 8B.34, 30 COM 8B.35, 30 COM 8B.36 and 30 COM 
8B.37 adopted. 
 
Concerning Decision 30 COM 8B.38, ICOMOS asked whether there was not a need to 
insert a date in paragraph 3. 
 
The Chairperson agreed to add “1 February 2007” and declared Decision 30 COM 
8B.38 adopted as amended. 
 
After consulting Committee members and noting no comments, the Chairperson 
declared Decisions 30 COM 8B.39, 30 COM 8B.40, 30 COM 8B.41, 30 COM 8B.42, 
30 COM 8B.43 (Nomination withdrawn by State Party), 30 COM 8B.44, 30 COM 
8B.45, 30 COM 8B.46, 30 COM 8B.47, 30 COM 8B.48 (Nomination withdrawn by 
State Party) and 30 COM 8B.49 adopted. 
 
Concerning Decision 30 COM 8B.50, the Delegation of Canada questioned the 
formulation of paragraph 3, asking whether the paragraph was about the site itself or the 
broader cultural landscape outside the World Heritage property.  
 
The Rapporteur confirmed that it might be appropriate to replace “cultural landscape” 
by “Cornwall and Devon Mining Landscape”. 
 
Considering those comments, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.50 
adopted as amended. 
 
After consulting Committee members and noting no comments, the Chairperson 
declared Decisions 30 COM 8B.51, 30 COM 8B.52 (Nomination withdrawn by State 
Party), 30 COM 8B.53, 30 COM 8B.54, 30 COM 8B.55 (Nomination withdrawn by 
State Party), 30 COM 8B.56, 30 COM 8B.57, 30 COM 8B.58 and 30 COM 8B.59 
adopted.  
 
Concerning Decision 30 COM 8B.60, the Delegation of the United States of America 
remarked that there was no need to keep the Decision as it was already covered by 
Decision 30 COM 11B, paragraph 5.  
 
The World Heritage Centre confirmed that the Decision about name change had to be 
mentioned under item 8B, and that there was a cross-reference with Decision 30 COM 
11B.  The Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 8B.60 adopted.  
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IUCN remarked that, concerning Decision 30 COM 8B.24, paragraph 3 (c), the 
management plan had already been adopted and paragraph 3 (c) should be on the 
allocation of resources for the implementation of that management plan.  
 
After consulting Committee members and noting no comments, the Chairperson 
declared Decisions 30 COM 8C.1, 30 COM 8C.2, 30 COM 8C.3, 30 COM 8D.1 and 30 
COM 8D.2 adopted.  
 
Concerning Decision 30 COM 9, the Delegation of the United States of America 
pointed out that the second line of paragraph 6 was not worded properly. 
 
Confirming that the paragraph would be reworded, the Chairperson declared Decision 
30 COM 9 adopted as amended.  
 
30 COM 10 (No Decision required) 
 
 
After consulting Committee members and noting no comments, the Chairperson 
declared Decisions 30 COM 11A.1, 30 COM 11A.2, 30 COM 11B, 30 COM 11C.1, 30 
COM 11C.2, 30 COM 11C.3, and 30 COM 11D adopted. 
 
Concerning Decision 30 COM 11E, the Delegation of Spain recalled that the Committee 
had requested a report from the Secretariat. 
 
Considering that comment, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 11E adopted as 
amended.   
 
Au sujet de la décision 30 COM 11.F, la délégation du Bénin fait par de son souhait de 
remplacer, le mot « applaudit » dans le paragraphe 7, version française, par « Accueille 
favorablement ». 
 
Considering that comment, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 11F adopted as 
amended.   
 
Concerning Decision 30 COM 11.G, the Delegation of the Netherlands said that, in 
paragraph 9, it thought that the amount in question was USD 45,000 and not USD 
40,000. 
 
The Chairperson explained that it had been reviewed to USD 40,000, and declared 
Decision 30 COM 11G adopted.  
 
After consulting Committee members and noting no comments, the Chairperson 
declared Decisions 30 COM 12 adopted. 
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Concerning Decision 30 COM 13, the Delegation of Norway asked for some minor 
editorial changes to be made to paragraph 8 for greater clarity.  
 
La délégation du Maroc fait une remarque sur le « siège réservé » dans le paragraphe 7 
a) et propose d’indiquer le siège « à réserver ». Au paragraphe 8, elle souhaite préciser 
que la transmission aura lieu « par le Comité » à l’Assemblée générale. Enfin, elle 
considère le mot “normalement” superflu dans le paragraphe 10. 
 
The Delegation of New Zealand expressed its wish to specify, in paragraph 12, “and to 
report back at the 31st session”. 
 
La délégation du Bénin indique qu’au paragraphe 13, il faut remplacer le terme 
“compétences” par “compétentes”.  
 
The Delegation of Norway disagreed with the amendment to paragraph 8 proposed by 
the Delegation of Morocco and said that the World Heritage Centre should forward the 
report to the General Assembly, not the Committee.  
 
The Director of World Heritage Centre suggested that the part of the phrase to be 
retained should be “… to be forwarded to the General Assembly”.  
 
Considering those comments, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 13 adopted 
as amended.   
 
After consulting Committee members and noting no comments, the Chairperson 
declared Decisions 30 COM 14A, 30 COM 15.1, 30 COM 15.2 and 30 COM 16 
adopted. 
 
Concerning Decision 30 COM 17, the Delegation of Kenya said that Item 14, 
“Implementation of the Global Training Strategy”, should include “cultural heritage” as 
well as natural heritage.  
 
En répond à la délégation du Kenya, le Centre du patrimoine mondial indique qu’il 
s’agit d’une procédure demandée par le Comité dans sa 29e session (Durban, 2005) mais 
que le Secrétariat prend bonne note de la remarque faite. 
 
Considering those comments, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 17 adopted.   
 
La délégation du Bénin propose, au sujet de la décision 30 COM 16, paragraphes 2 a) et 
2 b), de remplacer « au début » par « à la fin ».  
Considering these comments, the Chairperson of the World Heritage Committee 
declared Decision 30 COM 16 adopted as amended.   
 
Returning to Decision 30 COM 17, and responding to a remark made by the Delegation 
of Kenya, the Chairperson confirmed that the presentation of the World Heritage 
Programme for the Pacific was included in the Agenda under Item 11C. 
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The World Heritage Centre said that the agenda had 25 items, but that the Committee 
had requested that it be streamlined and given careful consideration.  
 
The Delegation of Canada, supported by the Delegation of Norway, said that there had 
been a motion from the floor that an extra day be added at the 31st session in 2007 for 
policy discussions, in preparation for the General Assembly. 
 
The Delegation of Kuwait said it wished to know what kind of information would be 
included in the World Heritage Committee’s report to the General Assembly.  
 
The Director of the World Heritage Centre said that the General Assembly had to be 
made aware of all the documents approved by the Committee during its sessions, and that 
that information constituted the content of the report.  
 
After consulting Committee members and noting no comments, the Chairperson 
declared Decision 30 COM 18.A adopted. 
 
Concerning Decision 30 COM 18.B, the Delegation of Canada said that paragraph 4 in 
the English version was incomplete.  
 
After confirming that the French version was properly drafted and that the English text 
would be redrafted, the Chairperson declared Decision 30 COM 18.B adopted.  
 
After consulting Committee members and noting no comments, the Chairperson 
declared Decision 30 COM 18.C adopted. 
 

ITEM 20 CLOSURE OF THE SESSION 
 
La délégation du Bénin souhaite exprimer de façon formelle les remerciements et 
félicitations du Comité au Rapporteur et au Secrétariat pour un rapport des décisions 
qu’elle considère comme très bon.  
 
The Observer Delegation of the Islamic Republic of Iran commended the Chairperson 
of the World Heritage Committee for inviting the people of Vilnius to a concert in the 
city square; saying that that was exactly what was needed in UNESCO, involving the 
people of the world. It concluded with the reading of a poem.  
 
The Delegation of Canada said that the meeting could not be concluded without 
thanking the Chairperson. Since she had been declared to be of “outstanding universal 
value”, she now had to prepare a report, giving details on the following benchmarks: 
ways and means of applying voting procedure, application of timing mechanisms, and 
conducting meetings with grace and harmony. In conclusion, it thanked the Chairperson 
of the World Heritage Committee for the warm welcome. 
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The President of the UNESCO General Conference thanked the Chairperson of the 
World Heritage Committee. He took the opportunity to express his gratitude for the 
organization of the World Heritage meeting. Such benevolence, wisdom and friendliness 
reflected on the Committee’s work. Thanking the Lithuanian Government for the visits to 
the sites, he said that on the previous day, the delegates had experienced tangible and 
intangible culture at the Trakai castle. He also extended a special thanks to the volunteers, 
staff, and the Lithuanian students, who had made the delegates’ stay so enjoyable, hoping 
that in the near future they would also be part of the Committee and of UNESCO. The 
meeting would remind everyone of the importance of common understanding between 
South and North for the benefit of all mankind and the protection of world heritage. After 
thanking the new Chairperson of the World Heritage Committee and New Zealand, he 
concluded with a poem.  
 
The Director of the World Heritage Centre said that, although it had been a very 
complex meeting involving among other things, the preparation of all the documents, 
everything had proceeded very smoothly. The venue was perfect. The Secretariat had 
been admirably assisted by the volunteers and an efficient security team.  He thanked the 
Chairperson of the World Heritage Committee for her leadership and for the organization 
of the session. He likened the Chairperson of the World Heritage Committee to the 
President of the UNESCO General Conference, and assured the Committee that the 
dedicated World Heritage Centre staff would continue to serve the Committee and 
UNESCO in the best possible way. He gave special thanks to Mr. Kishore Rao, Deputy 
Director of the World Heritage Centre, and to Ms. Anne Lemaistre. The Committee had 
been most fortunate to have had such an effective Rapporteur in the person of Professor 
Alexander Gillespie. He thanked the Assistant Director-General, who had spent a week in 
Vilnius and witnessed so very complex an enterprise, and also all Committee members 
and the interpreters. He concluded his address by showing some photographs of the 
session and paying tribute to the Chairperson of the World Heritage Committee. 
 
The Chairperson of the World Heritage Committee said it had been a very challenging 
and demanding session. She emphasized the fact that the session had been a celebration 
of Africa, with four new sites inscribed. She added that the Committee really had 
working methods and that everything is possible. She thanked the Committee members, 
the Observers, the World Heritage Centre staff, the UNESCO Legal Adviser, the 
interpreters and all the volunteers for their work. She concluded by inviting the newly 
elected Chairperson of the World Heritage Committee, Mr. Tumu Te Heuheu, to take 
over the chairing of the Committee, extending all best wishes to him and handing over 
the gavel to him. 
 
At the invitation of the Chairperson, the newly elected Chairperson, Mr.Tumu te 
Heuheu (New Zealand), took a seat on the podium.  The newly elected Chairperson of 
the World Heritage Committee extended a very warm welcome to Committee 
members. He wished merely to say that he would try his utmost to keep up the high 
standards which had been set in Vilnius, and that New Zealand would ensure that the 
Committee members’ stay was a happy one. He concluded by thanking the Chairperson 
of the 30th session for her work.  



Draft Summary Record of the 30th session (Vilnius, 2006)  WHC-06/30.COM/INF.19,  p. 261  
Projet de Résumé des interventions de la 30e session (Vilnius, 2006) 

 
The outgoing Chairperson of the 30th session of the World Heritage Committee also 
thanked the Rapporteur for his work and declared the 30th session of the World Heritage 
Committee closed.  
 
 
 

The meeting rose at 7.00 p.m. 
 
 


